Foreign Relations of the United States Historical Book Series
and
DoD Office of Security Review (OSR) Responsibilities

The Foreign Relations of the United States (FRUS) series, produced by the U.S.
Department of State (DoS), Office of the Historian, presents the official
unclassified documentary historical record of major U.S. foreign policy decisions
and significant diplomatic activity available in hard cover book and on-line formats
IAW 22 USC 4353.

Under the auspices of this U.S. Code, OSR is the sole Department of
Defense designee for public release determinations of previously classified DoD
foreign policy documents identified for inclusion because they contain DoD
equities with major U.S. foreign policy decisions and significant diplomatic
activity. Sometimes OSR must request other DoD subject matter experts to assist

with completing these important statutory reviews on time.

Timeframes for completion of such reviews are mandated by 22 USC 4353
for completion within 120 days of submission for initial DoD review or 60 days for
a DoS appeal. As a result, FRUS reviews are handled by OSR as a priority so that
the resulting release determination will ensure compliance with the U.S. Code, and
provide an accurate picture of DoD’s involvement in significant U.S. historical

foreign policy decisions while ensuring national security information is protected.

The FRUS series began in 1861 [sic] and now comprises more than 400
volumes containing documents from the National Security Council, the Central
Intelligence Agency, the Department of State, the U.S. Agency for International
Development, Presidential libraries, and sometimes private diplomatic papers, as

well as DoD documents.



