
Department of Defense

DIRECTIVE

NUMBER 5030.57
May 3, 1977

ASD(ISA)

SUBJECT:  Special Warnings to Mariners 

References:  (a)  Memorandum of Understanding Between the Departments of State, 
Defense, Commerce, and the Central Intelligence Agency With 
Respect to Special Warnings to Mariners (enclosure 1)

1.  PURPOSE 

This Directive provides guidance and policy and assigns responsibilities concerning the 
warning to U.S. mariners of potential political/military hazards affecting U.S. shipping.   
It implements the DoD responsibilities contained in reference (a).

2.  APPLICABILITY AND SCOPE 

2.1.  The provisions of this Directive apply to the Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, the Departments of the Army and the Navy, the Organization of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, the Defense Intelligence Agency, the National Security Agency, the 
Defense Mapping Agency, and the Unified and Specified Commands, hereafter referred 
to as "DoD Components."

2.2.  The provisions of this Directive shall not abrogate the policies, procedures 
and responsibilities of the DoD Components for the administration and support of the 
Notice to Mariners System.
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3.  DEFINITIONS 

3.1.  U.S. Mariners.   Crewmembers of merchant ships, research vessels, offshore 
oil rigs, fishing boats and yachts, as well as personnel on all U.S. naval ships, Army 
vessels and other Government-owned ships.

3.2.  Notice to Mariners.   A weekly publication originated by the Defense Mapping 
Agency Hydrographic Center (DMAHC), advising mariners of important matters 
affecting navigation safety, including new hydrographic discoveries, changes in channels 
and navigation aids, etc.   It is primarily designed to simplify corrections of charts and 
nautical publications aboard ships.

3.3.  Radio Navigation Warnings.   Urgent information, promulgated by radio, 
affecting the safety of navigation; such as dangerous wrecks, information concerning 
aids to navigation, and any other imminent danger to marine navigation.

3.4.  HYDROLANT/HYDROPAC.   U.S. radio Navigation Warnings, originated by 
the DMAHC for the Atlantic Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico 
and contiguous areas (HYDROLANT) and the Pacific Ocean, Indian Ocean and 
contiguous areas (HYDROPAC).   These warnings are broadcast twice daily by radio 
telegraph to merchant ships and by radioteletype to U.S. naval ships via U.S. Navy and 
Coast Guard radio stations.

3.5.  Special Warnings.   A limited series of urgent warnings, approved by the 
Department of State and disseminated by the DMAHC, which promulgate official 
Government proclamations affecting navigation and political/military incidents that 
could develop into direct threats to the safety of U.S. mariners.   Special Warnings are 
disseminated by the same method and means as the HYDROLANT/HYDROPACs.

4.  POLICY 

The implementation of DoD responsibilities for Special Warnings to U.S. mariners 
shall be in accordance with the guidelines and criteria set forth in the Memorandum of 
Understanding (enclosure 1).
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5.  RESPONSIBILITIES 

The Heads of all DoD Components shall:

5.1.  Promulgate internal procedures whereby information germane to the safety of 
U.S. mariners is made available to the Department of State by the most expeditious 
means.

5.1.1.  In the case of intelligence source material, information should be 
communicated to the Department of State, Bureau of Intelligence and Research (INR).

5.1.2.  For all other (non-intelligence) source material, the Department of 
State Operations Center should be contacted.

5.1.3.  The National Operations Intelligence Watch Officers Net (NOIWON) 
should be utilized whenever circumstances permit.

5.1.4.  Record communications forwarding information within the context of 
the above will be prefaced with "Mariner Warning Information" to aid in alerting 
interested parties.

5.2.  Provide the Department of State, Office of Maritime Affairs, on a continuing 
basis, the names, codes, and telephone numbers of those individuals designated within 
their respective Agency as the point of contact for Special Warning matters.   The 
Office of Maritime Affairs, Department of State, will coordinate the interagency flow 
of information pertaining to Special Warnings.
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6.  EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION 

This Directive is effective immediately.   Forward two copies of implementing 
regulations to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (International Security Affairs), 
ATTN:  Director, Policy Plans & NSC Affairs, within 90 days.

Enclosures - 1 
E1.  Memorandum of Understanding

DODD 5030.57, May 3, 1977
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E1.  ENCLOSURE 1

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
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