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A Diverse Region

* Area of Responsibility
— 1/6th of earth’s surface (7.2M mi? of land)
— 31 countries

— 15 Dependencies & Areas of Special Sovereignty
* Demographics
— 486 million people
— 200+ million Portuguese speakers
— 45+ million indigenous peoples
« Economics
8 of 17 U.S. FTAs include AOR nations
~ 8.3 % of U.S. trade

~ 30% of U.S. energy imports

> $36 billion in remittances

* Cultural Ties
- U.S. is 2nd largest Spanish-speaking nation
- Estimated U.S. will be 30% Hispanic by 2050

Latin America, the Garibbean, and the U.S. share common interests and security concerns.
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« Combating Transnational Organlzed Cnme

« Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Rellef
 Peace Support Operations
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* Energy Security

* Environmental Security

e 215t Century Communications

e Medical Support to Civil Authorities

 Information Sharing and Collaboration
* People, Affiliations, and Cultures Intelligence
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Closing Thought

“As we move to the future, we are committed to
building focused, collaborative approaches that
will enable all of us — USSOUTHCOM, our
iInteragency colleagues and partners alike — to
work together to address the challenges we
collectively face.”

-- General Douglas Fraser
Commander, U.S. Southern Command
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