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Floodplain Management Assessment

i. Purpose

The purpose of the Environmental Resource Inventory is to support the overall Floodplain
Management Assessment, a regional analysis of the Upper Mississippi and Lower Missouri River
Basins. As such, the information is only at the level of detail necessary to provide an overview of the
environmental resources within the floodplain, which is commensurate with the scope and level of
detail of the other components of the Floodplain Management Assessment. The main objectives of
the Environmental Resource Inventory are listed below.

1. Establish a 1993 base-line condition of the floodplains of the upper Mississippi and lower
Missouri Rivers and selected tributaries by characterizing associated environmental
resources. Resources addressed include soils, vegetation, wetlands, lakes, major tributaries,
fish and wildlife, endangered species, important habitats, unique ecosystems and plant
communities, fish and wildlife refuges, natural areas, and Federal and state recreation areas.

2. Describe the effects of the 1993 flooding on the inventoried resources.

3. Provide a foundation for projecting the effects and implications of alternative floodplain
management policies on these resources.

ii. Authority

The Environmental Resource Inventory was prepared as an integral component of the Floodplain
Management Assessment directed by the Fiscal Year 1994 Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Conference Report, House Resolution (H.R.) 2445, which was signed by the President
on October 28, 1993. The assessment was jointly sponsored by Docket 2423, Committee on Public
Works and Transportation, U.S. House of Representatives, "Upper Mississippi and Lower Missouri
Rivers and their tributaries” which was adopted November 3, 1993.

H.R. 2445 directed "the Corps of Engineers to conduct studies of the upper Mississippi and lower
Missouri Rivers and their tributaries that were flooded in 1993." Furthermore, "The study should
focus on identifying public facilities, industrial, petrochemical, hazardous waste, and other facilities
which required additional flood protection, assess the adequacy of current flood control measures,
examine the differences on Federal cost-sharing for construction and maintenance of flood control
projects on the upper and lower Mississippi River system, evaluate the cost-effectiveness of
alternative flood control projects, and recommend improvements to the current flood control system."

Docket 2423 directed the Secretary of the Army to "conduct comprehensive, system-wide studies to
evaluate flood control and flood plain management needs of the upper Mississippi and lower Missouri
River(s) and their tributaries that were flooded in 1993."

This appendix is a compilation of working papers resulting from a combined effort
between the five Corps of Engineer Districts involved in the Floodplain Management
Assessment and a contractor. The data in these appendices were not as thoroughly
reviewed to remove all inconsistencies or editorial errors as was accomplished for the main
report. In some cases numbers may have been reconciled in the main report but not in the

appendix.
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