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AMERICAN EDITOR'S COMMENT ON THE OFFICER'S
HANDBOOK

The Soviet Officer’s Handbook is the thirteenth volume in the “‘Soviet
Military Thought” series, translated and published under the auspices of the
United States Air Force.

This compendium about the Soviet Armed Forces appeared in Moscow
bookstores in 1971 as the fifteenth book in the Soviet “‘Officer’s Library.’”!
It is one of the most basic works in that series and had an original press-
run of 83,000, which exceeds by far the pressrun of the other volumes in
the “Officer’s Library.” As stated in the foreword, the handbook is in-
tended to assist “‘officers in broadening their outlook and in resolving
many practical problems related to the training and education of subordi-
nates.”

Organizational principles of the Soviet Armed Forces, including a discus-
sion of Soviet concepts of cadre organization, centralization, and unity of
command are covered in Chapter One. The next chapter is concerned with
the relationship between the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and its
Armed Forces, and more specifically between the Party’s Central Committee,
the Main Political Directorate, the Ministry of Defense, and the Party organi-
zations in military units.

Chapter Three, ‘*Marxist-Leninist Military Theory,” contains brief expia-
nations of key terms in Soviet military thought. In contrast to the United
States, where a word such as doctrine is often used ambiguously, in the Soviet
Union such terms as doctrine, military science, military art, strategy, opera-
tional art, and tactics have precise meanings and cannot be used interchange-
ably. Military doctrine, for exampie, is the military policy of the Communist
Party and has legal force, whereas strategy is one of the component parts of
military art. A proper understanding of these terms is therefore essential for
understanding Soviet military writings.

Chapter Four is concerned with military psychology and military
pedagogy, two subjects considered to be major fields of study for Soviet

' The “Officer’s Library" series of books was announced by Voyenizdat, the publishing house

of the Ministry of Defense, in December, 1964. A total of 17 books were issued in this series,
the first appearing in 1965 and the last in 1973.
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officers and treated in greater detail in two important Soviet military works,
Military Pedagogy and Military Psychology (Volumes Nos. 7 and 8 in the U.S.
Air Force’s “Soviet Military Thought” series).

“The Armed Forces of the USSR” are described in Chapter Five. All
of the five services and their branches are discussed in turn, with a brief
explanation of the roles and missions of each. This chapter will be partic-
ularly useful to readers who are unfamiliar with how the organization of
the Scviet Armed Forces differs from the American tri-service concept.

Chapter Six, “The Military Profession,” provides information on the legal
status of Soviet officers, both on active duty and in the reserves. It also
includes excerpts from regulations governing the relationship between ser-
vicemen of differcat ranks, the maintenance of discipline, and the award of

PRSP 43 onam o
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The Armed Forces of the other Warsaw Pact states are described very
superficially in Chapter Seven, whereas Chapter Eight presents much more
detailed and often tendentious information on “The Armed Forces of the
Imperialist States.”

The next three chapters, ‘“‘Science and Military Affairs,” “Weapons and
Military Technology,” and “Essentials of Sanitation and Hygiene,” are of
interest in describing Soviet views and in presenting what the Soviet mili-
tary leadership considers each officer should know. The final chapter,
“General Reference Data,” is basic information of the type found in many
almanacs, which the reader may wish to scan because of the method of
presentation.

Cortributors to this book include some well-known Soviet military writers.
The editor of the work, General-Major (Reserve} S. N. Kozlov, a Candidate
of Military Sciences, was given an award at the Frunze Prize ceremonies in
1966 for his “outstanding military writings.” > General-Major Ye. F. Suli-
mov, another contributor, is a Doctor of Philosophical Sciences and heads
the Department of Scientific Communism at the Lenin Military-Political
Academy. Colonel S. A. Tyushkevich, Doctor of Philosophical Sciences and
chief of a section of the Military History Institute of the Ministry of Defense,
was the editor of the fifth edition (1968) of Marxism-Leninism on War and
Army,* which included both Generals Kozlov and Sulimov among its au-
thors. Tyushkevich also wrote Philosophy and Military Theory, published in
1976 not by Voyenizdat, but by the Academy of Sciences. Other authors are
also experts in the fields they cover.

The prominence of the contributors to this work, its inclusion in the
“Officer’s Library” series, and its wide distribution all attest to the important
ro'e it is intended to play in the education of Soviet officers. Its publication
in English as part of the U.S. Air Force’s “Soviet Military Thought” series

! In March 1965 the Council of Ministers of the USSR approved the award of the “Frunze
Prize” each year foi “excellent military or military-historical works."”

? This book has also been published in the U.S. Air Force's “Soviet Military Thought™ series
(No. 2).
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now makes it possible for this volume to be used as a concise reference work

by a wide circle of American readers.

The translation and publication of The Officer’s Handbook does not consti-
tute approval by any U.S. Government organization of the inferences, findings

and conclusions contained therein. Publication is solely for the exchange and
stimulation of ideas.
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FOREWORD

Command, political, engineering and technical cadre play a great role in
the life and combat activity of the Soviet Armed Forces. Soviet officers are
the backbone, the cohesive force of our Armed Forces. They are the agents
of Communist Party policy in the forces, they organize and implement the
training and education of subordinates, they reinforce order and good organi-
zation in units and on ships.

Under present-day conditions, which are characterized by the fundamental
changes which have taken place in military science as a result of scientific and
technical progress, the Communist Party is placing increased demands on
our officer cadre. The Party considers it essential that command and all staff
personnel should be thoroughly conversant with Marxist-Leninist theory,
sliould be highly trained in military theory, and satisfy all the requirements
of modern military theory and practice.

In the opinion of the authors, this manual will prove of real assistance to
military cadres in broadening their outlook on military theory and solving
problems related to the training and education of their subordinates. It is
intended for officers of all Services of the Armed Forces, and especially junior
officers.

The first sections of the book are devoted to vital military-theoretical
problems. These sct forth the foundations and principles cf Soviet military
development, and deal with questions relating to the leadership of the Armed
Forces by the CPSU,* Marxist-Leninist teachings on war and the army,
Soviet military science and doctrine, and the principles of Soviet military
psychology and pedagogy are examined.

The subsequent sections deal with the Soviet Armed Forces and their
officer corps. These are concerned with the present-day structure of Soviet
military organization. A brief description is given of the Services and
branches of the Armed Forces at their present stage of development. The
reader is informed about the constant concern of the Communist Party for
the training and education of military cadres. Excerpts from documents
governing practical questions relating to officer service #7e quoted.

A special section contains reference material on the organization of the
Warsaw Pact, the history of its origin, thc role and significance of this

® CPSU: Communist Party of the Soviet Union [U.S. Ed.].
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organization in ensuring the security of the socialist community; and on the
armed forces of the other member couuntries of the Warsaw Pact.

The information contained in the section on “‘Science and Military Affairs”
attests to the ever-increasing influence of science and scientific and technolog-
ical progress on military affairs, the development of contemporary methods
and means of armed combat and troop control. '

In this book, the reader will also find a variety of reference material on the
military history of the Soviet State, from the field of the natural sciences,
military geography, advice on basic health matters, etc.

The spectrum of problems related to the activities of our officers is broad
and varied and, undoubtedly, as military affairs develop further, the range
of these problems will increase. The officer of today has to be conversant with
such a mass of information, facts and figures, that it would be very difficult
for him to retain it in his memory. He has to have recourse to reference
literature.

However, it should be borne in mind that to assemble the reference mate-
rial needed by an officer in a book of limited size is a vecy difficult task. This
handbook may not satisfy all of the reader’s requirements, since these range
over such a broad and varied spectrum.

The authors and publisher request the readers of this book to send their
opinions and comments on it to Voyennoye izdatel'stvo, Moscow, K-160.

Xii
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Chapter 1. THE FOUNDATIONS AND PRINCIPLES OF
SOVIET MILITARY DEVELOPMENT

The activities of the Soviet State, born of the Great October Socialist
Revolution, are characterized by the great variety and complexity of the
functions which it fulfills. The most important among these is that of ensur-
ing that the country is reliably defended, i.e., the military function. This is
fulfilled by a special organization: the Armed Forces.

In view of the complexity of international conditions and the presence in
the world of aggressive imperialist forces which are hostile to our system, the
Communist Party and the Soviet government take all the steps essential for
further strengthening the country’s defenses and increasing the fighting
power of our Armed Forces. ‘“‘Being well aware of the aggressive nature of
imperialism, our Party considers it essential to support the peaceful policy
cf the Soviet Union with its invincible defensive might. The interests of the
Soviet people and of world peace demand this.

“Therefore, one of the constant concerns of the Central Committee, the
Soviet government, and the entire nation is the strengthening of our glorious
Armed Forces.” !

In all its activities in the field of military development the Party proceeds
on the basis that strengthening the country’s defensive capat.ilities and the
military might of the Armed Forces is one of the conditions indispensable
for the successful accomplishment of the tasks of building communism.

Soviet military development is based on authentic scientific foundations
and principles, formulated and substantiated in the works of V. I. Lenin and
the resolutions of our Party. The CPSU has upheld them in its irreconcilable
struggle w.ih anti-Party elements.

Under present-day conditions, the foundations and principles of Soviet
military development have been evolved further in the Program of the CPSU,
in the resolutions of the XXIII Party Congress, in Plenary Meetings of the
Central Committee, in documents devoted to the S0th Anniversary of the
Great October Revolution and the Armed Forces, and in the new Universal
Military Service Law.

VL. 1. Brezhnev, 50 let velikikh pobed sotsializma [Fifty Years of the Great Victories of
Socialism). Politizdat, 1967, p. 59.




What is meant by Soviet military development? This concept incorporates
everything connected with the creation and maintenance of the military
power of our state essential for maintaining the security of the homeland.
The military strength of the state is determined by many conditions and fac-
tors; primarily by economic, scientific and technical, moral and political,
and military potential (resources). All its elements are interrelated and
interdependent. '

In evolving military policy and implementing military development, the
CPSU and the Soviet State extend their organizational activity both into the
social sphere, upon which the creation of its military power depends; and into
the Armed Forces, in which this power is directly realized.

Thus, in the broad sense of the term, military development encompasses
the entire complex of measures by which the military policy of the Party and
the State is effected, beginning with the organization of military production,
the education of the population in moral-political and military affairs and the
implementation of mobilization measures, and ending with ideological
and organizational measures which are implemented in the Armed Forces
themselves.

The concept “military development” is also used in a narrower sense. It also includes measures
directly connected with building up and strengthening the Armed Forces, namely, the organiza-
tion of military units and formations and bringing them up to strength, their being equipped
with materiel and weapons, the training and education of personnel, the development of mili-
tary science, the training of cadres, and the mobilization of units and formations for combat
readiness.

Military development in our country conforms to the established laws of
socialist and communist development and the political needs of the state at
any given stage in its evolution. It is inseparable from general socialist and
communist development. V. I. Lenin said: “The experiment in military devel-
opment carried out by the Soviet regime cannot be looked upon as an isolated
experiment. War includes all the forms of all the fields of development. It was
possible for the development of our army to lead to successful results only
because it was accomplished in the spirit of overall Soviet development, on
the basis of class interrelationships which are manifested in the sphere of any
development.” ?

Military development is a complex process of the interaction of objec-
tive conditions and the subjective factor. On the basis of a thorough under-
standing of the conditions and potent‘al of a socialist country relating
to the reinforcement of its defenses, 1nd the elaboration and application
of scientifically sound Leninist princip'ss ~~ military development, the
CPSU is able to carry out this process suce”y.ully. The Armed Forces,
which were created under the wise leadership of the Party by the endeavors
of the Soviet people and government, were always, and will always be,
capable of the tasks of guarding the achievements of the Great October
Revolution.

*V. L. Lenin, Poln, sobr, soch. [Complete Collected Works), XL, 76-77. {Hereatfter, cited as:
Lenin.)
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF SOVIET MILITARY DEVELOPMENT

By the foundations of Soviet military development we mean those aspects
of the social life of our state which have a determining influence on its
military organization. A new type of Armed Forces is being founded upon
them and they embody the sources of its strength.

Marxism-Leninism teaches that the Armed Forces are a special organ of
the state, that they contain within themselves features characteristic of the
given state, and are part of its political superstructure. The type of army and
its basic social and political characteristics are determined by the type of state
and, in the final analysis, by the nature of the social system and the method
of production.

The new type of Armed Forces corresponds to the socialist type of state;
it differs radically in its nature, purpose and role 11 society from the armed
forces of the exploiter states.

Historically, the Soviet Armed Forces became the first form of socialist
army. They are indissolubly linked with all aspects of the life of Soviet
society, and are founded on the same basis. Our Armed Forces are “an exact
copy, an exact impression of our workers’ and peasants’ nation. . . .”” * They
embody the special features of the Soviet social system, the nature of our
state, and reflect the political tasks being resolved by the Soviet State with
the assistance of the Armed Forces.

Thus, the foundations of Soviet military development are:—

—Socialist economy, primarily the sectors of heavy industry, transport,
communications, agriculture, etc. The economic aspects of production and
the scientific and techn:cal resources of the state determine the quantity and
quality of the armaments which form the material basis for the prosecution
of war.

Even during the period of the Russo-Japanese War, V. L. Lenin referred
to the strengthening of the ties between the military organization of the
country and its economic and cultural system. These objective laws are even
more clearly manifested in the conditions created by present-day scientific
and technical progress. The economic, scientific, and technical achievements
of the USSR, which have astounded the whole world, made it possible to
increase the military might of the Armed Forces to an unprecedented degree.
The furthér econcmic growth of the country and its scientific and technical
progress will lead to an even greater strengthening of the defensive might of
the USSR.

—Socialist social relationships (the social system) based on public owner-
ship of the means of production, collective labor, comradely collaboration,
and mutual aid. Socialism frees the working man from all forms of economic,
political, and spiritual oppression. It gives the worker access to material
security, to the treasures of science and culture, makes him the creator of a
new and truly human. form of life.

* M. V. Frunze, Izbrannyye proizvedeniya [Selected Works). Voyenizdat, 1965, p. 330. [Here-
after, cited as: Frunze.)
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Socialism is forming the new man, a man very active in work and in
politics, a selfless defender of the new system. This is the main advantage of
socialism over capitalism, the source of its invincibility.

The Soviet social and governmental system is based on the firm alliance
between the working class and peasants and on the friendship of the peo-
ples of the USSR. The complete and final victory of socialism in our coun-
try has resulted in the social, political, and ideological unity of Soviet
society, which embodies the firm alliance between the working classes and
the intelligentsia, the brotherhood of socialist nations, the unity of the
CPSU, the Soviet government, and people. During the period of the build-
ing of communism, the political organization of society is gaining in stabil-
ity, strength, and unity.

—Marxism-Leninism and its teaching on war and the army. Communist
ideology, the ideology of the entire Soviet people, communist moral teaching,
which motivates the behavior of our pecple, a high degree of political con-
sciousness, and selfless devotion to the ideas of communism—these form the
elements of the spiritual world of Soviet man and inspire feelings of passion-
ate love for the socialist Motherland, a burning hatred of its enemies, and
unshakable tenacity in the defense of the socialist homeland.

Such, in general terms, are the economic, social-political, and ideological-
theoretical foundations of Soviet military development. 1n addition, the term
foundations of military development implies the most vital aspects of its
essential ingredients, its most fundamental and definitive principles. These
principles are so important, their consistent application so essential, that they
acquire the significance of foundations. Thus, the Program of the CPSU
defines Party leadership of the Armed Forces and strengthening of the role
and influence of Party organizations in the Armed Forces as the cornerstone
of military development.

THE PRINCIPLES OF SOVIET MILITARY DEVELOPMENT

Generally speaking, “principle” is understood to mean a basic point of any
teaching or a basic requirement, an obligatory norn: governing people’s
activities and behavior. A principle in the context of military development
is taken to mean the obligatory requirement, the norm, from which the
political and military leadership of the statz proceeds as it creates and
strengthens the Armed Forces.

Correct principles are the necessary conclusions from the perceived objec-
tive laws of the development of military affairs and the Armed Forces, from
generalized experience of military operations, and, therefore, are of great
importance in military development. It is impossiblz to put military measures
into effect with skill and consistency without them.

Our Party was faced with the problem of elaborating the theoretical princi-
ples of Soviet military development when it became necessary for the young
Soviet Republic to create an army of the state of the proletarian dictatorship
in order to repel armed attack by internal counterrevolutionaries and the

4
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intervention of the imperialist countries. V. I. Lenin and the Communist
Party evolved a classic solution to this problem; with unsurpassed mastery,
they embodied the elaborated theoretical points in the practice of military
development.

The principles of Soviet military development are inseparable from the
principles of general state and party development.

The creation and strengthening of the Armed Forces is a complex and
multifaceted process, which includes the production of arms and materiel,
recruitment, the education and training of personnel, leadership of the armed
forces, troop control and organization, the disposition of cadres, etc. Each
of these spheres of activity is distinguished by its own essential requirements
and principles. These are numerous and they express requirements of differ-
ent scope. It is essential, therefore, to classify them. There are three groups
of principles of Soviet military development: social and political, organiza-
tional, and training and education.

Social and Political Principles

Principles of this kind form the sociopolitical character of the Armed
Forces and reflect the most important aspects of its nature and purpose. In
Soviet military development they are expressed in the political leadership of
the Armed Forces, in the relationship between them and the people, in their
attitude towards people of other countries, and in the nature of the relation-
ships between servicemen within the Armed Forces.

The principle of Party leadership. The decisive role of the supervisory,
organizing, and educational activities of the Communist Party in Soviet
military development is emphasized in tke Program of the CPSU, in resolu-
tions adopted at Party meetings, Plenary meetings of the Central Committee,
and other Party documents. *“The Party devotes unremitting attention to the
enhancement of its organizing and supervisory influence over the entire life
and activities of the Army, Air Force, and Navy and the rallying of Armed
Forces personnel around the Communist Party and the Soviet government,
to strengthening the unity of the Armed Forces and the people, to the
education of military personnel in a spirit of courage, gallantry, heroism, and
military cooperation with the armies of other socialist countries, and readi-
ness at any moment to defend the Land of the Soviets, home of the builders
of communism.” *

Enhancement of the Communist Party’s role of leadership in the life and
activities of the Armed Forces and intensification of the activeness and
influence of Party organizations in the Armed Forces is the main social and
political principle that has a decisive effect on military development as a
whole.

In socialist countries, the leadership of the entire program of building a

* Programma Kommunisiickeskay partii Sovetskogo Soyuza [Program of the Communist Party
of the Soviet Union]. Pravda Izdat., 1961, p. 112. [Hereafter cited as: Programma . . ]




new society, and strengthening the defenses and the armed forces is exercised
by the Marxist-Leninist parties. This feature of the political organization of
a socialist society is no mere accident. These are the objective laws of its
development, governed by the nature of socialist social relationships and the
requirements of the evolution of the society and its armed defense.

Only the Communist Party can ensure the successful fulfillment of ali these
tasks, since it is armed with Marxist-Leninist theory, is closely associated
with the people and enjoys their unbounded confidence, is weided together
by Party discipline, and possesses the unsurpassed qualities of inspirer and
organizer of the masses. It is a concentration of the best representatives of
the working class and all workers, the intellect, honor, and conscience of our
age.

In complete conformity with its position in the political organization of
society, the Communist Party directs the defenses of the socialist homeland,
the armed forces of the country, and holds this powerful political lever in its
hands.

The leadership and guiding activities of the CPSU in military development
are multifaceted. Any important question in this field is resolved by the Party
before becoming a program of activities for the state and the people. It
formulates the state’s military and military-technical policy and develops its
military doctrine. The Party elaborates the principles of military develop-
ment and organizes their practical realization. It directs the training and
disposition of military personnel, supervises the activities of military institu-
tions, and directs the life and combat activities of the troops.

The CPSU influences every aspect of the activities of the Armed Forces
through its ideological and organizational function. Its policies and direc-
tives are propounded by military councils down to unit level, command-
ers invested with unity of command, political, Party, and Komsomol
organizations.

The Communist Party’s most important means of influencing the life and
activities of the forces, one of the Leninist Party’s principles of leadership of
the Armed Forces, is well-organized and purposeful Party-political work.

The principle of the unity of the Armed Forces and people. The most
important feature of the Armed Forces of a socialist state is its genuine
national character. In an exploiting society, everything is done to isolate the
Armed Forces from the people, to set it against the people, to hide the true
purpose of the Armed Forces from the soldiers. In a socialist society, on the
other hand, the Armed Forces are built on the idea of closeness, one could
almost say unification, with the people. By putung this Leninist principle into
practice, the Party has created a military force which is closely linked with
the people and reliaoly safeguards its interests.

In our Soviet land, the reinforcement of military might and the Armed
Forces has become a genuinely national matter, and the defense of the
socialist Fatherland the sacred duty of every citizen of the USSR. Recogniz-
ing the extreme importance of the unity of the army and the people in
strengthening the defense of the nation, the CPSU gives this matter its
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unremitting attention. The Report of the CC* CPSU to the XXIII Party
Congress emphasizes that: “It is essential to improve civil defense and mili-
tary-patriotic work among workers, especially young people, to strengthen
the links for providing voluntary assistance by military units and subunits to
staffs of production organizations, training establishments, kolkhozest and
sovkhozes, 1 and to be more concerned aboui the needs of the soldiers and
officers of the Soviet Army and their families. The entire Party and Soviet
community are obliged to be constantly occupied with this matter.” *

The further strengthening of the unity of the army and the people is greatly
facilitated by the adoption of the measures provided for in the new Universal
Military Service Law passed by the Third Session of the Supreme Soviet of
the USSR in October 1967.

The principle of internationalism. In Soviet military development this prin-
ciple is expressed, first and foremost, in the inviolable friendship of the
peoples of the Soviet Union. All the socialist nations and peoples of our
country are united by a single military organization and they all have equal
rights and duties with respect to the defense of the Motherland. Fighting men
of different nationalities, bound by ties of firm friendship and comradeship-
in-arms, fulfill their duty selfiessly.

Now this principle also expresses the solidarity of fraternal socialist coun-
tries, the military cooperation of their armies, joint defense of the world
socialist system from imperialist aggression. It has been embodied in the
Warsaw Pact, as well as in bilateral friendship, cooperation and mutual
assistance agreements between socialist countries. The force and effectiveness
of socialist internationalism were clearly manifested during the defense of the
viciories of socialism in Czechosiovakia against the intrigues of internal and
external counterrevolution.

" The principle of internationalism is manifested in the fact that our Army
is built up and trained as an army of liberation. Armed Forces personnel are
educated in a spirit of respect for the sovereignty of small and large nations
and class hatred towards oppressors. This principle also provides for assist-
ance to young national states in ensuring their security against the intrigues
of the colonial powers, and military development aid (the training of national
cadres, the provision of arms for defense against attack from imperialists,
etc.).

Organizational Principles

The nature of the organizational principles of military development dif-
fers substantially from the nature of social and political principles. War
requirements, the material and technical and economic resources of the

* Central Committee [U.S. Ed.].

t Collective farms [U.S. Ed.).

1 State farms [U. S. Ed.).

' Materialy XX11I s°yezda KPSS [Materials of the XXIII Congress of the CPSU]. Politizdat,
1966, p. 78.




state, military equipment and weaponry have a decisive influence on them.

The most important principle of organizational development is the princi-
ple of the cadre organization of the Soviet Armed Forces. This principle was
thoroughly validated and embodied in the resolutions of the VIII and X
Party Congresses and further developed in subsequent Party documents.

The activities of service personnel are associated with the necessity of
mastering weapons and military equipment and the methods and procedures
of using them, the development of collective operations, good organization,
discipline and training of the will. Modern warfare imposes ever increasing
demands in this connection. This is why it is necessary to subject servicemen
to a specific period of training and education under the actual conditions of
life in a unit of the regular army.

In today’s comgplex international situation, the existence of a regular army
is vitally necessary to ensure the security of our country. While imperialism
exists with its powerful regular armed forces and enormous reserves of weap-
ons of mass destruction, our own country and fraternal socialist states are
forced to retain their own regular armies and strengthen them by every
possible means.

Victory in a modern war is achieved by the efforts of all the Services and
branches of the Armed Forces. Hence, the organizational principle of the
continuous improvement of the organizational structure of our army and the
harmonious development of all the Services and branches of the Armed Forces.

The question of structure, of changing the organizational forms and ratio
of the Services and branches of the Armed Forces is resolved by our Party
on the basis of an assessment of the country’s internal situation, the interna-
tional situation, and the development of methods and means of armed
combat.

The principle of centralism plays an exceptionally important role in Soviet
military development. The need for strict centralization stems from the na-
ture of the tasks which the Ar ed Forces carry out. Troop leadership and
control must ensure purposefulness, good order and discipline, flexibility and
rapidity of action. Without this, the successful accomplishment of combat
missions in a war with a strong and clever enemy and the organization of
efficient cooperation are impossible.

Centralism in the corganizational structure of the Armed Forces and the
system of controlling them finds expression in the fact that all Armed Forces
components with their staffs and other command and control elements are
strictly subordinate to the central agencies of state power, to a single Supreme
Command. Subordinate command and control elements comply strictly with
the orders, directives and decrees of those superior to them, and are account-
able to them for all questions relating to their activities. In mihtary develop-
ment this principle is provided for by the extraterritorial structure of the
Armed Forces, by the appointment of higher officers and commanders by
government agencies and the appropriate command, and by supervision of
the execution of duties from the top downwards. In addition, the principle
of centralism assumes initiative and cieativity on the part of the lowest
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elements and their leaders, and reliance on subordinates’ experience and
krnowledge. '

The principle of unity of command. The Program of the CPSU defines
unity of command as the most important principle of Soviet military develop-
ment. Unity of command in cur Armed Forces originated and developed
normally as an expression of the objective need to ensure unity of the will
and action of large masses of people, and good discipline and crganization,
without which the fulfillment of combat missicons is impossible. This method
of control has been proved by expeiiment and tested over many years of
practical experience. “It is necessary to analyze this experiment,” said V.I.
Lenin. “It progressed in a regular fashion, developing from fortuitous, vague
collective decision making through collective decision making elevated into
a system of organization which permeated the entire institution of the army,
and now, as a general tendency, has come to unity of command, as the only
correct way of organizing work.” ¢

Our Party resolved this question on the basis of social and political condi-
tions, the distribution of class forces in the country and the maturity of the
officer personnel. When the dictatorship of the proletariat had become firmly
established, when the army had become more experienced and mature, and
there were trained command personnel devoted to the people and the Moth-
erland, the transition to unity of command was complete.

Unity of command in the forces at unit level is now more necessary than
ever since modern warfare is characterized by its highly dynamic quality and
is subject to rapid situation changes, which could be followed by equally
rapid changes in the direction and nature of the activities of the forces. Under
these circumstances, the course of events would not leave sufficient time for
joint decisions. Now more than ever before there is a need for commanders
with absolute authority, whose orders would be treated as inviolable law by
subordinates.

Unity of command in our Armed Forces is founded on Party principles.
This means that:

—the commander (officer in charge) is the representative of the Party and
the Government in the forces, the bearer of their policy, the custodian of
Soviet laws and military regulations;

—he is the absolute master of the forces entrusted to him, who bears full
responsibility for all aspects of the life and activities of the subunit, unit, ship,
formation, or establishment, for the state of the combat and political training
of its personnel, its fighting efficiency and combat readiness;

—the commander with sole (military and political) authority is intimately
associated with his personnel, shows constant concern for the needs of his
subordinates, sees that all servicemen fulfill their duties properiy, and guards
their legal rights;

—in all his work he relies on Party organization, exploits the force of Party

* Lenin, XL, 77.
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influence on the troops in order to imprcve the standard of combat and
political training and the strengthening of military discipline;

—he makes wide use of the well-tried means of criticism and self-criticism,
and the strength of the Armed Forces social and political agencies in the
interests of enhancing the cause.

The principle of conscious military discipline. Centuries of military history
have shown that without firm discipline it is impossible for an army to be
efficient in combat, and that firm discipline is the basis of an army’s fighting
efficiency. “A military organization,” wrote M. V. Frunze, “is a specific
organization, which demands of its members a high degree of efficiency,
precision, executive ability, endurance, promptness in carrying out all orders,
etc. . ..”’

The necessity of achieving unity of will and action, strict fulfillment of
laws, regulations, and instructions, and prompt and accurate execution of
orders determines the specific form of subordination in a sccialist army as
well, but here subordination has an entirely different character from that in
a bourgeois army, in which it is based on class domination and compulsion.
In a socialist army it is based on the common interests of the commanders
and their subordinates in ensuring the security of the socialist state.

The feasibility of basing military discipline on a high degree of conscious-
ness on the part of military personnel, of combining and fusing into a single
entity the requirements of discipline and self-discipline, was first discovered
in a socialist army.

Reliance on consciousness in the reinforcement of military discipline does
not exclude elements of compulsion where this is called for in the interests
of ensuring the fighting efficiency and combat readiness of the forces.

The strengthening of military discipline is a perennial .problem. This is
attributable to two factors: the fact that the forces are brought up to strength
each year by new contingents, which have to be put into operational service,
and the fact that the requirements for good orgaunization and discipline are
being constantly increased. The modern revolution in military affairs imposes
particularly heavy demands on discipline, good organization, and order in
the forces.

The organizational principles also include the principle of maintaining
constant combat readiness of the Soviet Armed Forces.

The deepening of the general crisis of capitalism and the intensification of
its contradictions increases imperialist adventurism and the danger it poses
for the peoples of the world and for peace and social progress. This is
convincingly demonstrated by recent events. Militant imperialism may start
to unleash a nuclear war. Therefore, Soviet military doctrine is based on the
need to maintain constant vigilance and keep its forces in a state of permanent
battle readiness, so that they are able, under any conditions, to repulse an
aggressor's attack and deal him a crushing blow. To maintain a high state
of constant combat readiness is the main task of the Soviet Armed Forces.

! Frunze, p. 459.

10




-

The Main Principles of Training and Education

The process of training and education, the formation of high moral and
fighting qualities of the personnel is also governed by specific principles. They
are determined by the Soviet social and state system and the nature and
purpose of our army; they are based on the great ideas of Marxism-Leninism,
the teachings of military pedagogy and psychology, and the demands of
modern warfare.

First and foremost among these principles is the principle of the unity of
training and education. It is a well-known fact that the success of a soldier
in carrying out his duty depends upon both his ability and his mentality. It
is impossible to compare one to the other: both of these aspects are intimately
related. It is important, therefore, in teaching to educate and in educating to
teach; and for this there are ‘\mple opportunities. There are no forms of
military training which prec!ud},. th= instilling of courage and fearlessness. a
high sense of duty to the Motherland, military pride, burning hatred of the
enemy, or in which it is impossible to teach new knowledge in military affairs
or to perfect practical skills.

The duration of the period of training and education for conscripts, ac-
cording to the new Universal Military Service Law, is limited to 2-3 years.
At the same time, military affairs have become extremely complex, thus
entailing all-round training and making it essential for commanders and
political officers to place a high value on the time factor and to make constant
efforts to improve methods of training and educating subordinates.

The whole system of combat and political training of personnel is based
on the principle: ‘‘teach the troops what is needed in modern warfare,” and
instill into servicemen those qualities which ensure that they fulfill their
duties under the most difficult conditions of modern warfare. Therefore,
training should be carried out under conditions as close as possible to those
experienced in actual combat, in a spirit of active, offensive action.

Success in forming high moral and fighting qualities is also ensured by
conforming to the principle of consideration of the special features of the
military collective and the individual qualities of servicemen. After all, young
people come into the Army with different levels of general education and
widely varying knowledge of ideology and life. The functional duties of
soldiers and sailors and of the entire collective are by no means identical. All
of which obliges us to approach people and collectives individually, taking
their specific nature into consideration. The use of the “‘average™ collective
or the *“‘average” man as a standard cannot yield positive results, since in real
life there are only real people.

The teaching and educational process is not an end in itself, but a means
of training high-principled and capable defenders of the Motherland. The
soldier in a socialist army is animated by high ideals; the knowledge of his
patriotic and international duty motivates all his thoughts and actions. urges
him on tirelessly to master his military vocation, to s:ubbornly overcome the
difficulties and dangers of military life, to fight the enemy to the last drop of
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blood. That is why communist singleness of purpose is one of the mosi
important principles in the formation of high moral and fighting qualities in
the Soviet soldier.

* & %

Such, in short, are the foundations and principles of Soviet military devel-
opment. It goes without saying that there are others besides those listed
above. They all play an imf-ortant role in our military development and in
the life and combat activitics of the Armed Forces.

The principles of military development vary under the influence of changes
in the internal and international situation of the country and the development
of military affairs. This .makes it essential for our military cadres to make a
thorough study of the processes associated with military development, in
order to be able to carry out their practical activities properly.

What to Read on This Section

Marksizm-leninizm o voyne i armii [Marxism-Leninism on War and Army],*
5th edition. Voyenizdat, 1968, Ch. V.

Metodologickeskiye problemy voyennoy teorii i praktiki [Methodological
Problems of Military Theory and Practice], 2nd edition. Voyenizdat, 1969,
Ch. VIII, §2.

* Available in English, No. 2, USAF “‘Soviet Military Thought™ series [U.S. Ed.].
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Chapter 2. THE CPSU AND THE SOVIET ARMED
FORCES

For more than half a century the history of the Soviet Armed Forces has
been continuously associated with the name of V. I. Lenin and the activities
of the Communist Party. Our Party is the creator, leader, and educator of
the Armed Forces and the organizer of their historical victories over the
enemies of the Soviet Homeland. The Soviet Armed Forces are indebted to
its undivided leadership for their invincible might and high moral, political,
and fighting qualities. The leadership of the CPSU is the main source of the
strength of the Soviet State and its Armed Forces.

THE LEADERSHIP OF THE CPSU—THE VERY FOUNDATION OF SOVIET
MILITARY DEVELOPMENT

Leadership of the Communist Party and reinforcement of the role and
influence of Party organizations in the Armed Forces, which is emphasized
in the Program of the CPSU, is the basic principle of Soviet military develop-
ment. The undivided leadership of the Armed Forces by the Party and its
Central Committee is the objective law of their life and combat activities.
This law is determined by the role which our Party plays in the life of Soviet
society, as its leading and guiding force.

After the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution the Communist
Party became the ruling party. It took upon itseii the ultimate responsibility
for all aspects of the life and activities of the state, its safety from the
encroachments of world imperialism, and for the building of socialism and
communism.

Unlike all previous social and economic formations, the assertion of social-
ism and communism does not take the form of an upheaval, but is the result
of the conscious, purposeful activities of the people. Activities of this kind
can only be secured by the Ma rxist-Leninist Party. As the political leader of
the Soviet people, the CPSU ersures proper leadership of the masses and
imparts to their struggle for the achievement of their ultimate goal—commu-
nism—an organized, systematic and scientifically sound character.

V. L. Lenin pointed out that without a party, iron-hard and tempered in
conflict, without a party which enjoys the confidence of the entire honest
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element in a given class, without a party capable of following the mood of
the masses and influencing it, it would be imposcible to wage a successful
struggle for socialism.! He emphasized that “‘the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat is only possible through the Communist Party.” ?

The principal activities of the Party are the political leadership of society
and the elaboration and solution of the radical problems of building socialism
and communism. V. I. Lenin pointed out that the correctness of the Commu-
nist Party’s policy determines the future of the Soviet regime. The Party’s
policy is the vital basis of the Soviet system. Relying on Marxist-Leninist
teaching and a knowledge of the objective laws of the development of society,
the Communist Party elaborates and puts into effect the policy which lies at
the basis of all spheres of the life of our state, without exception—economic,
social, spiritual, and international relations. The Party gives to our people a
scientifically substantiated program of action, indicates the aims of the strug-
gle and the means of achieving them. By its titanic efforts, it ensures the
indestructible ideclogical and political unity of society and the purposefui
development of all the component parts of the social organism. “We have not,
nor could there be, another political force which would be as capable of
taking into consideration, combining, and coordinating the interests and
needs of all the classes and social groups, all the nations and peoples, and all
the generations of our society with such completeness and consistency as the
Communist Party. The Party stands out as the organizing nucleus of the
entire social system, the collective intellect of the whole Soviet people.”

Speaking about the leading role of the Party in the system of the Soviet
State, V. I. Lenin indicated that it was called upon to be not only the people’s
political ieader, but also its tireless organizer and teacher. The Communist
Party’s leadership of society and its relations with the masses are effected
through an extensive coordinated system of state and public organizations—
councils, trade unions, the Komsomol and voluntary societies. It combines
and directs their efforts towards a common goal, activating organizational
and ideological-educational work by its characteristic methods, developing
by every possible means creativity, initiative, and influence among the masses
who belong to thesc organizations.

The leading role of the Communist Party in a socialist society also presup-
poses the necessity of leadership of the Armed Forces. They are of the same
flesh as our people and state, its armed bulwark. V. I. Lenin demanded
indivisible Party leadership of the entire life and activities cf the Armed
Forces. On 25 December 1918 on his initiative, the Central Committee of the
Party adopted a program resolution “On the Policy of the Military Depart-
ment,” in which it was stated that the policy of the Military Department, as
in all other departments and institutions, is cond»cted strictly on the basis
of general directives issued by the Party in the person nf its Central Commit-

' See Lenin, XLI, 27.

! Lenin, XLIII, 42.

! Brezhnev, Delo Lenina zhivet i pobezhdayet [Lenin's Work Lives and Conquers). Politizdat,
1970, p. 36.
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tee and under its direct control. Our Party has always strictly fulﬁlled this
Leninist requirement and continues to do so.

How is the Communist Party’s leadership of the Armed Forces expressed?

Firstly, by the fact that all questions relating to the defense of the socialist
Fatherland, military development, military theory and practice are, as they
were in the past, resolved in strict accordance with Party ideology and policy,
on the basis of directives and instructions formulated in resolutions of con-
gresses and plenary meetings of the Central Committee of the Party and the
Politburo of the CC CPSU.

The military policy of the Party, being part of the overall policy of the
CPSU, provides for the resolution of the most important problems of military
development. These are, first and foremost, problems relating to the strength-
ening of the defensive potential of the country as a whole: the creation and
development of a material and technical base for the military power of the
state; well-organized military production; and the moral, political, and mili-
tary training of the entire nation for the heroic defense of the Homeland.
Ensuring the unity of the pclitical, economic, and military ieadership of the
country, the Party strives for the most efficient utilization of the economy,
the achievements of science and technology, and the moral and political
forces of the state in the interests of reinforcing its defensive power.

Secondly, the Communist Party’s leadership of the Armed Forces is ex-
pressed in.the fact that its Central Committee is directly concerned with
questions relating to their life and activities, determines the principal trends
and challenges of their development and takes care of the reinforcement of
their fighting power, discipline, and solidarity. The Central Committee of the
Party formulates guidelines for the development of the technical equipment
of the Armed Forces, supplying the forces with aii kinds of modern weaponry
and material; dctermines the optimum ratio in the development of the Ser-
vices and branches of the Armed Forces; evolves Soviet military doctrine;
selects and allocates executive military cadres; develops and puts into prac-
tice the principles of personnel training and education; and concerns itself
with increasing the vigilance and combat readiness of the forces. All these
questions are resolved in conformity with the specific historical conditions
and the requirements of military science, having regard to experience and
practice, and combined with constant supervision of the fulfillment of the
Party’s directives and instructions. This ensures that, before any decision is
taken on questions relating to military development, the Central Committee
of the Party carefully studies the state of affairs in the Armed Forces, the
actual conditions and circumstances, and consults with executive military
personnel. It is not uncommon for Party and Government leaders and mem-
bers of the CC CPSU to be actually in the forces themselves, where they
familiarize themselves with their life and training and the work of instructing
and educating personnel. Ail this allows our Party and its Central Committee
to resolve correctly the most complex questions of military development.

Thirdly, the Communist Party’s leadership of the Armed Forces is man-
ifested in the fact that there is a well-balanced system of political organs,
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Party and Krmsomol organizations within them. These carry out extensive
educational and organizational work in the forces.

The Central Committee devotes unflagging attention to questions of Party-
political work in the Armed Forces, improving their forms and methods and
increasing their fighting spirit and efficiency. Party and political work has the
effect of rallying the personnel around the Party and the Soviet government,
and mobilizes them for the fulfillment of the tasks facing the Armed Forces.

Fourthly, the leading role of the Communist Party in the Armed Forces
is manifested in the fact that during the trials of war the Party, by its policy
and military-organizational activities, ensures the unity of the front and the
rear, the transformation of the country into 2 single armed camp, and firm
leadership of the forces. '

The scientific basis of the policy of the CPSU in the field of military
development is Marxism-Leninism. In its work the Party draws on the
objective laws of the development of human society and considers the objec-
tive laws of war as a social phenomenon. The most progressive, Marxist-
Leninist world outlook and a genuinely scientific method make it possible for
the Party to penetrate deeply into the essence of war and military science,
to study them in continuous evolution, in their relationship to the class
struggle and the policy of the state on an international scale.

V. I. Lenin repeatedly warned our Party and the Soviet peopie that while
imperialism exists the threat of military adventure against the Land of the
Soviets will remain. For this reason he demanded that the security of the
Soviet Republic be given the most serious consideration and adjured the
nation to be constantly vigilant, to strengthen the Armed Forces, to keep
them in a permanent state of high-level combat readiness and fighting effi-
ciency. *. . . the ruling class, the proletariat,” stated Lenin, “‘only if it wants
to and will rule, must demonstrate this in its military organization.” * He
taught that the army of a socialist state can only guarantee the safety of its
socialist Fatherland if, in its moral and political attitude, as well as its
organization, technical equipment and operational methods, it meets all the
requirements of military theory and practice.

Lenin’s theories on the armed defense of the socialist Fatherland and the
leader’s instructions on fundamenta} questions of military development have
stood the test of time and demonstrated their force and vitality. They form
the theoretical foundation of the military policy of the Communist Party.
These theories are clearly expressed and developed in the Program of the
CPSU, in resclutions of Party Congresses and documents of the CC CPSU.

“The Party,” it is stated in the Program of the CPSU, “proceeds on the
basis that while imperialism continues to exist, the danger of wars of aggres-
sion will remain. The CPSU considers the defense of the socialist Fatherland,
the strengthening of the defenses of the USSR and the might of the Soviet
Armed Forces as the sacred duty of the Party and the entire Soviet People
and the most important function of the socialist state.”

¢ Lenin, XXXVIII, 139,
* Programma . . ., p. 110.
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Guided by V. L. Lenin’s teaching on the defense of the socialist Fatherland and his recommen-
dation that “in an age of civil war the ideal of the party of the proletariat is a belligerent party,” ¢
the Communist Party organized and inspired the crushing defeat of the first invasion of the
Soviet Republic by the forces of international imperialism. The Party worked out a program of
national defense and the organization of our Armed Forces and determined the nature, purpose,
principles and means of their development. All the most important questions relating to the
organization and waging of the armed stcuggle against the interventionists and White Guards
durirg the Civil War were resolved under the leadership of the Party and its leader, V. I. Lenin.

Vital questions relating to the strengthening of the country’s defenses, the military policy and
strategy of the Soviet State, measures for carrying out the principal strategic operations and
providing all the necessary material and human resources were discussed, despite the difficulties
of war, at regular Party congresses and plenary meetings of the Political and Organizational
Bureaus of the Central Committee. In the period between the VIII and IX Party Congresses
alone, i.e., the most difficult period of the Civil War (March 1919-April 1920), 6 plenary
meetings of the Central Committee of the Party were held, 29 meetings of the Politburo, 19
combined meetings of the Political and Organizational Bureaus and 110 ineetings of the Organi-
zational Bureau of the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik). At all
these meetings the principal and priority questions discussed were those relating to national
defense, the conduct of the war and military development, and the adopted resolutions were put
into effect immediately.” The Central Committee of the Party, headed by V. 1. Lenin, was the
war operations HQ, the organ of the collective leadership of the country's defenses and the
development of the Armed Forces.

The resolutions of the VIII Party Congress were rf great importance in the
mobilization of all the country’s forces and the creation of the people’s
regular Red Army for the crushing defeat of the interventionists and White
Guards. The fundamentals of the Party’s military policy at this new stage in
the development of our army were defined in V. I. Lenin’s reports and
speeches at the congress and in the Party’s new program and a resolution on
the military question. The congress worked out and passed program direc-
tives on all the principal questions of Soviet military development. It con-
solidated Lenin’s policy on the completion of the formation cf the regular
Red Army and determined practical measures for reinforcing its fighting
strength. In the words of the resolution of the VIII Congress on the military
question: “The Army must be trained, armed and organized in accordance
with the latest developments in military science.” * The basic principle of
military development—undivided Communist Party leadership of the entire
life and activities of the Armed Forces—was established on the basis of
congress resolutions on the military question. In this connection the congress
outlined practical measures for the strengthening of Party leadership of the
Army, tne consolidation of its central organization, the improvement of
Party-political work in the forces, the training of officer cadres of proletarian
origin, and the strict application of the class principle in the development of
the army.

- The leading role of the Communist Party in defense of the achievements
of the socialist revolution was also manifested in the fact that Party members

¢ Lenin, XIV, 8.

? See KPSS i stroitel’stvo Sovetskikh Vooruzheanykh Sil [The CPSU and the Development of
the Soviet Armed Forces). Voyenizdat, 1967, p. 67.

* KPSS v rezolyutsiyakh . . . [The CPSU in Resolutions . . .], Part I, 7th ed. Gospolitizdat,
1953, p. 435.
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were in the front ranks of those fighting for the interests of the workers. Morc
than half the Party membership fought selflessly in the front line during the
Civil War.

Having repulsed the first invasion of world imperialism, the Soviet people
set about the task of peaceful socialist developmeni. At the same time, the
Communist Party did not forget about capitalist encirclement and the fact
that the reaciionary forces of imperialism had not abandoned their treacher-
ous schemes to annihilate the Soviet system by force. The Party remembered
V. L. Lenin’s'words: “. . . Whoever forgets about the danger which constantly
threatens us and which wi!l continue to do so while world imperialism exists,
—whoever forgets this, forgets our workers’ republic.” °

The Communist Party devoted unremitting attention to increasing the
country’s defense capacity. Questions of military policy and the strengthen-
ing of the fighting power of the Armed Forces were discussed at the X, XI,
XII, XIII, XIV and other Congresses, at Party conferences and plenary
meetings of the Central Committee of the Party. A program for the transition
of the army to peacctime status was outlined and the means of further
military development were determined in resolutions of the X Congress of
the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik). The resolutions of the congress
emphasized the necessity of maintaining a regular army as the basis of our
Armed Forces, the development and perfection of special technical units and
the regeneration and reinforcement of the Navy. In order to ensure a high
level of combat readiness and the class solidarity of the army the congress
demanded that its proletarian content be reinforced and that the proportion
of Party members in the army be increased. The X Congress paid special
attention to strengthening political organizations and increasing their active
participation in the work. In a resolution of the congress special emphasis was
laid on the necessity “of maintaining the political system of the Red Army
in the form that it had developed during three years of war; of improving and
reinforcing its organization; of strengthening its ties with local Party organi-
zations, retaining, however, the complete independence of its svstem.” '

At the February and April Plenary Meetings of the Central Committee of
the Party {1924) and the XIII Congress of the Russian Communist Party
(Bolshevik) a clear-cut program of measures was drawn up for carrying out
military reforms in the period 1924-1928. The Party effecied a fundamental
reconstruction of the entire system of organizing, directin3 and bringing the
army up to strength, training and allocating military cadres, and improved
the system of training and educating the forces and of conducting Party-
political work in them. '

Positive successes in strengthening the country’s defense capacity and
increasing the fighting power of the Armed Forces were achieved as a result
of the realization of Lenin’s plan for building socialism in the USSR. Of prime
importance in creating the economic basis of the country’s defense capacity

* Lenin, XLII, 173.
'® KPSS v rezolyutsiyakh . . . [The CPSU in Resolutions . . .J, Part I, p. 570.

18




-

was the Communist Party’s firm implementation of the general policy of
socialist industrialization of the country. The collectivization of agriculture
and the cultural revolution played an important role in consolidating the
defense capacity of the USSR. Thus, the foundation of our victory over
fascism was laid during the prewar period.

In addition to consolidating the military and economic strength of the
country, the Party showed great concern over increasing the moral and
political potential of the Soviet people and educating them in the spirit of the
great ideas of Marxism-Leninism, Soviet patriotism, and constant readiness
for the defense of the socialist Motherland.

In the face of the growing military threat from Nazi Germany and its allies,
the reinforcement of the country’s defenses and the fighting power of the
Armed Forces took priority over other matters in the Party’s activities. This
was reflected in the resolutions of the XVIII Congress of the All-Union
Communist Party (Bolshevik), the March Plenary Meeting of the Central
Committee {1940), the XVIII Party Conference (February 1941) and other
Party documents. In fulfilling these resolutions, important steps were taken
to reorganize industry and transport, taking into account the looming mili-
tary threat; an extensive program for the Armed Forces was drawn up and
implemented, which provided for their reequipment, the improvement of
their organizational structure, and their combat and political training.

On the outbreak of the Great Patriotic War, a battle of unprecedented
magnitude developed between the shock forces of imperialism and the first
socialist state. In these difficult years for our Motherland the Communist
Party, under whose leadership victory was forged, displayed unsurpassed
theoretical maturity and scientific insight. The Party worked out a program
for the mobilization of all the country’s resources for repelling the enemy.
The Party roused the entire Soviet people for the just cause of defending the
socialist Fatherland and inspired our soldiers and sailors to heroic deeds.

Concern for the strengthening of the fighting power of the Armed Forces
was the central issue in the Party’s military organizational and political work.
A well-balanced war economy was set up within a short period of time. The
temporary superiority of the Nazi German army in weapons and equipment
was overcome. The Party carried through on an unprecedented scale a pro-
gram of measures for the war mobilization training of combat reserves and
regulars, the reorganization and consolidation of Party-political work in the
Armed Forces, the improvement of combat skills, and the deployment of a
partisan movement in the enemy’s rear. The strength and endurance of our
army, which not only withstood the enemy’s onslaught, but smashed it, were
greatly increased by these measures, by the love they felt for their country,
and by the concern and support of heroic workers in the rear. The Soviet
people and their Armed Forces gained a great victory, the chief source of
which was the Communist Party’s firm, wise leadership of the entire life of
the country.

“During the dark and difficult years of war, our embattled nation was led
by the Communist Party. It organized, inspired and ideologically armed the
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Soviet people for the struggle with the enemy. The Communist Party’s best
sons were at the forefront of the fight against fascism. The Party produced
a remarkable galaxy of military leaders. Political officers, among whom were
prominent Party and Government figures, carried out extensive organiza-
tional and Party-political work in the Army. By the end of the war there were
over three million Party members at the front. The most difficult months of
1941 and 1942 saw the largest influx of fighting men intc the Party. Our Party
was indeed a fighting party.” !

From 1 July 1941 through 1 July 1946 Party organizations of the Red
Army accepted 3,777,6G0 persons as candidates for membership in the All-
Union Communist Party (Bolshevik), and 2,491,426 persons as members.
The following table is a partial breakdown of these figures by years."

Party candidates Party members
During the 2nd haif of 1941 126,625 49981
° 1942 1,072,088 402,264
1943 1,228,359 774,837
1944 896,500 783,883
1945 300,034 399,452

The victory of the Soviet Union in World War II was of universal impor-
tance. It demonstrated the enormous vitality and the invincibility of the
socialist system. The authority of the Soviet Union and its role in the solution
of international problems increased enormously as a result of our victory over
fascism. Favorable conditions were created for the development and victory
of socialist revolutions in a number of European and Asian countries and the
formation of a world system of socialism.

In the postwar period, the Soviet people under the leadership of the Party,
were able, within a short time, to heal the ugly wounds of the war, to rebuild
the national economy, and to create practical prerequisites for the develop-
ment of communism in the USSR. In view of the increasing activity among
the aggressive forces of imperialism and their preparations for a new world
war, the Communist Party continued to concern itself about the technical
equipment of the Armed Ferces, the improvement of their combat readiness,
and the idealogical and political training of the personnel. The resolutions of
recent Party congresses, and the October 1957 and subsequent plenary meet-
ings of the CC CPSU were of great importance for strengthening the Soviet
Armed Forces.

A detailed analysis of the processes of development in military affairs,
weaponry and equipment enabled the Central Committee of our Party to
determine the general trend in the creation and development of new weap-
onry. Thanks to the wise policy of the Central Committee of the Pariy on

" 50 let Velikoy Oktyabr'skoy sotsialisticheskoy revolyutsii. Tezisy TsK KPSS [Fifty Years of
the Great October Socialist Revolution: Theses of the CC CPSU]). Politizdat, 1967, p. 22.
12 See Voprosy istorii KPSS [Problems of the History of the CPSU]J, 1965, No. §, p. 66.
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the question of military equipment, Soviet economic, scientific and technical
achievements, a qualitatively new material and technical base was created for
providing the Armed Forces with up-to-date equipment and new weapons,
primarily nuclear missiles. As a result of this, the American nuclear monop-
oly was broken and the world socialist system obtained its own nuclear
shield.

The emergence of nuclear weapons and delivery systems, their wide introduction, together
with other political, economic, scientific and technical factors, ied to fundamental qualitative
changes in all fields of military theory and practice and to a revolution in military affairs.
Weaponry, methods of conducting military operations, troop organization, military theory, and
the military training scheme all underwent radical qualitative changes, and methcds of training
and educating personnel were improved. As a result of this, the development of the Armed
Forces of the USSR was raised to a new and higher level.

In recent years, because of the aggravation of the international situation,
the Party and the Government have passzd a number of new and important
resolutions on questions of military development aimed at further improve-
ments in the organization of the forces and their equipment with new types
of weapons and materiel, and improvements in the training of military per-
sonnel and the standard of Party-political work in the forces. The third
session of the seventh convocation of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR on 12
October 1967 ratified the new Universal Military Service Law. Its implemen-
tation represents an important stage in Soviet military development, and
provides new evidence of the Party’s concern over the strengthening of the
country’s defenses. ’

Progress in the building of communism is characterized by a further
increase in the role and importance of the Communist Party as the leading
and guiding force of Soviet society. These objective laws also operate in the
military sphere. Expansion of the leading role of the CPSU in military
development follows from the peculiarities of the international situation, the
level of development in military affairs, the nature and special features of
moderr:. warfare, and other factors of fundamental importance.

The Party’s increased role in the leadership of the Armed Forces was
dictated, firstly, by the fact that their tasks in maintaining the security of the
Motherland had become greater and more complex. The Party considers that
the aggressiveness of imperialism has increased and that, as a result of this,
there is a danger of a new world war. As was noted at the 1969 International
Conference of Communist and Workers’ Parties, the chief source of military
danger is American imperialism in the role of world exploiter and gendarme,
the sworn enemy of liberation movements.

The ruling circles of the USA are feverishly stepping up the arms race, reinforcing aggressive
blocks by every possible means and aggravating international tension. By implementing the
policy of “loca! conflicts” and “small wars” elaborated in Washington, they try to hoid on to
their positions in different parts of the globe and insolently interfere in the internal affairs of
sovereign states. For several years now, the American imperialists have been conducting a
shameful, murderous ‘war against the Vietnamese people. They have unleashed bloody military
adventures against the people of Laos and Cambodia in order to suppress the liberation move-
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ment in Indochina. The American military clique directly sponsores] and orchestrated the
military-fascist revolution in Greece; with the covert and overt encouragement of imperialist
circles in the USA and England, the rulers of Israel unleashed a war of conquest in the Near
East against the United Arab Republic and other Arab countries.

The scale of the military preparations of the imperialists of the USA and their allies can be
judged by the fact that, beginning in 1949, the total expenditures of the member countries of
the North Atlantic bloc for military purposes have exceeded one trillion (one thousand billion)
dollars, the United States of America accounting for two thirds of this sum.

The active partners of the USA in aggravating international tension and intensifying the arms
race are its accomplices in aggressive military blocs. The aggressive North Atlantic military bloc,
NATO, is a particularly serious threat to the peace of Europe. During the period that this bloc
has existed the military expenditures of its member countries have reached the astronomical
figure of almost 1.5 trillion dollars, i.e., more than was spent on the first and second world wars.

Our Party counters the imperialist policy of military adventure and the
fanning of international tensions with its Leninist foreign policy. Guided by
the resolutions of Party congresses and plenary meetings of the CC CPSU,
it rebuffs the aggressive activities of world reaction and, jointly with frater-
nal socialist countries, takes the necessary steps to prevent a world nuclear
war. One of the most important factors in resolving these problems is the
steady growth in the military might of the Soviet Armed Forces, their read-
iness at any moment to annihilate the aggressor, whatever weapons he may
use.

In the words of the Resolution of the CC CPSU on the centenary of Lenin’s
birth: “The Party will henceforth constantly concern itself with the growth
of the defensive capacity of the Soviet Homeland and will maintain the people
and the Army in a state of constant readiness to repel imperialist aggression
and defend the socialist Fatherland.”

Secondly, the increase in the leading role of the Communist Party in the
Armed Forces was brought about by the scientific revolution, fundamental
changes in military affairs, and the need for Marxist-Leninist scientific fore-
sight and the elaboration and implementation of a well-balanced policy in the
theory and practice of military development.

Thanks to the constant concarn of the Party and Government our Armed
Forces have all the necessary means at their disposal to destroy any aggres-
sor. But military affairs are developing rapidly. The imperialist states are
devoting enormous efforts to gaining advantages in the military field. Thus,
the CPSU’s correct scientific and technical policy of developing our economy
to its fullest possible extent in order to keep the Armed Forces at the peak
of modern military technology is now of particular importance.

Thirdly, the enlarged role of the Communist Party in the leadership of the
Armed Forces is determined by the increased importance of morale in mod-
ern warfare. All the history of wars shows that the more lethal the weapons
employed, the greater the importance of the morale of the people involved
in military operations. This applies to a far greater degree in the case of a
possible nuclear war. The augmentation of the moral and political superiority
of the Soviet Armed Forces over the armies of the imperialist states is now
of paramount importance. By virtue of this, the Party plays ar increasingly
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important role in the communist education of forces personnel a:.d in their
moral, political and psychological training.

Fourthly, the expansion of the leading role of the CPSU in military affairs
is dictated by the necessity of preparing the entire nation to repel imperialist
aggression. Modern warfare obliterates the boundary between the front and
the rear. Troops and objectives deep in the interior of the country may be
subjected to surprise nuclear strikes. Hence, the Party is playing a larger role
in ensuring the viability of our state in the event of war, in strengthening the
military and economic power of the USSR by every possible means, in the
moral, political, and military training of the population, and in the organiza-
tion of civil defense.

Fifthly, the increase in the leading role of the CPSU in the field of military
development is dictated by the expansion of the international obligations of
the Soviet Armed Forces and the necessity of ensuring the close cooperation
and unity of action of all fraternal armies.

The conditions governing the armed defense of the socialist states have
changed radically with the formation of the world socialist system and the
growth of its political and economic power. Unlike the past, when only a
single socialist state was opposed to an imperialist attack, in any future
war imperialist aggressors will receive a rebuff from the powerful socialist
community.

POLITICAL ORGANS, PARTY AND KOMSOMOL ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
SOVIET ARMED fORCES

Party-political work is an integral part of all the organizational and ideo-
logical activities of the Conimunist Party in the Armed Forces, and an
important means of strengthening them. V. 1. Lenin taught that “when
political work is conducted with greater care among the troops . . . there is
no laxity in the Army, its order and morale are of a higher standard and it
wins more victories.” "

Political organs in the Armed Forces are the executive elements of the
Party in the field of Party-political work. Political organs and Party organiza-
tions are guided by the Program and Rules of the CPSU, the resolutions of
Party congresses and conferzances and the Central Committee of the CPSU,
as well as by the Regulations for Poliiical Organs and Instructions to Organi-
zations oF the CPSU in the Soviet Armed Forces, ratified by the Central
Comnmniittee of the Party. Political organs also base their practical work on
orders and directives of thc Minister of Defense and the Head of the Chief
Political Directorate of the Soviet Armed Forces. The Party exercises its
influence on all aspects of the life of the Armed Forces through political
organs and Party organizations, and the Party members serving in them.

During the very first days of the existence of the Soviet Armed Forces our
Party began to set up within them a Party-political system, in which the

¥ Lenin, XXXIX, 56.
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institution of the military commissars occupied a prominent place. The mili-
tary commissars not only acted as direct representatives of the Soviet regime
in the Army, they also represented the Party’s morale, discipline, fortitude
and courage. On 8 April 1918 the All-Russian Bureau of Military Commis-
sars was set up to direct their activities. This forined the foundation for the
development of the central military-political system of our Armed Forces.

In July 1918 the V All-Russiar. Congress of Soviets confirmed the institu-
tion of the military commissar. In a resolution of the Congress it was in-
dicated that only irreproachable revolutionaries and resolute fighters for the
cause of the proletariat and the village poor could occupy positions as mili-
tary commissars. As bearers of the Party’s policy, the military commissars
organized and carried out Party-political work among the troops and exer-
cised very strict political control of the activities of military specialists. The
commissars directed the activities of Party cells and political sections.

A system of political organs was set up by the autumn of 1918. The
establishment of political organs was officially recognized in a resolution of
the Central Committee of the Party on 25 October 1918. In accordance with
this resolution, the organization of political sections attached to the revolu-
tionary military councils of the fronts and armies was announced by the
Revolutionary Military Council on 5 December 1918. Soon after this, politi-
cal sections were formed in all divisions and brigades. Under Lenin’s leader-
ship special Regulations for Political Organs were worked out.

In order to reinforce the management of Party and political work in the
Armed Forces, the VIII Congress of the Russian Communist Party (Bol-
shevik) decided to create a Political Section of the Revolutionary Military
Committee of the Republic, transferring to it all the functions of the All-
Russian Bureau of Military Commissars and placing at its head a member
‘of the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik),
exercising the rights of a member of the Revolutionary Military Council. On
the basis of this decision, the All-Russian Bureau of Military Commissars
was abolished and the Political Section of the Revolutionary Military Council
of the Republic was established in its place. The latter was soon transformed
into the Political Directorate of the Revolutionary Military Council (PUR).
Thus the formation of the Arined Forces system of political organs was
completed.

All the experience of the work of the military commissars and the poiiticai
organs indicates that they played a tremendously important role in the devel-
opment of the young Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army and the achievement
of their historical victories over the enemies of our Homeland. M. V. Frunze,
evaluating the activities of political organs during the Civil War, wrote:
“Who introduced the elements of order and discipline into the ranks of our
young Red regiments, formed amid the thunder of shell-fire? Who in the days
when we suffered reverses and defeats sustained the courage and boldness of
our fighters and infused new energy into their shaken ranks? Who organized
the Army’s rear and established Soviet authority there, thus ensuring thz
rapid and successful advance of our armies? Who, by their persistent and
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stubborn efforts, bioke the enemy’s ranks and disorganized his rear, thus
paving the way for future successes?

“These things were done, and done brilliantly, by the Army’s political
organs. . . .

*“As agents of the Communist Party in the Army, the political organs acted
as direct conveyors of the morale, energy. and enthusiasm that animated the
Party and the confidence in victory possessed by the working class.” *

During the period of peaceful socialist development, by implementing the
policy and resolutions of the Party, the political organs played an extremely
important role in the strengthening and reequipping of the Soviet Armed
Forces, and in the education and political training of all personnel. The
services of the political organs in winning our historic victory in World War
I1 were exceptional. As in the Civil War they acted as steadfast champions
of the Party’s policy and influence in the Armed Forces and as political
educators of Soviet fighting men. Together with the commanders, they led
the work of mobilizing the forces to crush a strong and treacherous enemy.

During the postwar period, with the appearance of new weapons and
equipment, changes in the methods of armed conflict, and an improvement
in the qualitative composition of the Armed Forces, improvements were
made in the form, content and methods of Party-political work. Moral,
political and psychological training tasks were greatly expanded and made
much more sophisticated. New problems arose in connection with mastering
the latest equipment, reinforcing discipline, and troop control.

A comprehensive program for reinforcing the role and influence of politi-
cal organs and Party organizations, improving Party-political work and the
ideological and political education of the Armed Forces personnel is set out
in the Program and Rules of the Party, in resolutions of the XXIII Congress
of the CPSU and subsequent plenary meetings of the Central Committee, in
a resolution of the CC CPSU dated 21 January 1967 “On Measures for
Improving Party-Political Work in the Soviet Armed Forces,” and in the
message of greeting to commanders and political workers on the occasion of
the SO0th anniversary of the formation of the Political Directorate of the
Revolutionary Military Councii of the Republic.

The institution of military councils occupies an important place in the
leadership of the forces. There are military councils in the Services, in mili-
tary districts, fleets and several other elements o{ the military organism. They
examine and resolve all fundamental questions relating to the life and activi-
ties of the forces; they are responsible to the Central Committee, the Govern-
ment and Minister of Defense for the constant combat readiness and fighting
efficiency of the forces, their training and education. The resolutions of
military councils are adopted by majority vote and put into effect by the
orders of the respective commanders.

Leadership of Party and political work in the Armed Forces of the USSR
is effected by the Central Committee of the CPSU through the Chief Political

" Frunze, p. 147.
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Directorate of the Soviet Armed Forces, which exercises the rights of a section
within the CC CPSU.

The Bureau of the Chief Political Directorate was created in accordance
with a resolution of the CC CPSU to ensure collectivity in resolving vital
questions relating to Party-political work and the education of cadres of
Party and political workers of the Armed Forces in the spirit of observing
Leninist rules of Party life and the principles of Party leadership. Resolutions
of the Bureau are adopted by a majority vote and put into effect by directives
and instructions issued by the Head of the Chief Political Directorate.

Directives on questions of Party-political work in the Armed Forces are
issued under the signziures of the Minister of Defense and the Head of the
Chief Political Directorate with the approval of the CC CPSU. Directives
and instructions on day-to-day questions of Party-political work are issued
by the Head of the Chief Political Directorate.

Corresponding political directorates and political sections have been
created io organize and direct Party and political work in all Services of the
Armed Forces, groups of forces, military districts, air defense districts, and
fleets. The political directorates of Services of the Armed Forces, groups of
forces, military and air defense districts and fleets are headed by members of
military councils—heads of the political directorates (political sections).

Political sections of formations are established directly in units and ships
for the supervision and organization of Party-political and educational work.
The head of the political section is the deputy commander for political affairs
of the formation. Political sections are also established in military training
and scientific research establishments, the central organization of the Minis-
try of Defense, the headquarters and directorates of districts, groups of forces
and fleets.

Party commissions, established under political organs are responsible for
considering the decisions of Party organizations on questions relating to
membership of the CPSU and cases of misdemeanors of Party and Kom-
somol members. Party commissions are sele “ted at appropriate Party confer-
ences and operate under the direction of political organs. A Party commis-
sion under the Chief Political Directorate of the Soviet Armed Forces is
confirmed by the Central Commitiee of the CPSU.

Party organizations of the Soviet Armed Forces represent a large and
important combat force of the CPSU closely bound to its Leninist Central
Committee. More than 80% of the personnel in the Armed Forces are Party
or Komsomol members. This is their strength, the basis of the high level of
political consciousness and morale of our soldiers and saiiors, and the guar-
antee that they will successfully fulfil the tasks of ensuring the security of our
Homeland. '

Party organizations exis:ed in the Red Army right from the beginning of its existence.
Together with the young Red Army they grew rapidly and gathered strength. Whereas in
October 1918 there were 800 Party cells in subunits of the Army, by July 1920 there were 6,337,
consisting of as many as 300 thousand Party menibers, who in combat exhibited personal
examples of heroism, endurance and courage.
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After the victorious conclusion of the Civil War, the Central Commiitee of the Party and
V. L. Lenin carefully guarded against the possibility that mass deniobilization might result in
a reduction of the numerical strength of Party members in the forces and ensured that ex-
perienced cadres of Party workers were retained. Questions relating to Party work in the Armed
Forces were discussed repeatedly at Party congresses and conferences and plenary meetings of
the Central Committee. As a result, the Armed Forces Party organizations grew and gathered
strength.

The following table '* shows how the numerical strength of Party members in the Red Army
and Navy increased during the prewar years.

Number of cefls (primary Party members in the
Date Party organizations) Armed Forces
By the end of 1921 5,690 73,000
On 1 Jan, 1928 6,001 82018
On 1 Jan, 1929 6.283 93,830
On 1 Jan, 1930 6,760 102,749
On 1 Jan, 1931 7,030 133,789
On 1 Jan, 1940 9468 434,955
On 1 Oct, 1940 10,069 508,450
8y June, 1941 12,200 560,800

In the Great Patriotic War, the best forces of the Party were sent to the most dangerous and
responsible sectors of the struggle. Nearly one third of the members of the Central Committee
of our Party were at the front. Whereas during the Civil War there were 5 Party members to
every 100 fighting men, the corresponding figures at the beginning and end of World War 11
were 13 and 25, respectively. In addition to this, there were 20 Komsomol members per 100
fighting men. This means that almost every other soldier in our Army was either a member of
the Party or the Komsomol.

Party work in the forces was carried out on a massive scale. Non-Party
fighting men were drawn into the battle with the enemy by the courage and
irresistible impetuosity displayed by front-line Party members, thus ensuring
victory in battles and operations.

In the postwar period, the Armed Forces Party organizations were
strengthened both ideologically and organizationally, their activity and
fighting spirit increased appreciably, as did their influence on the solution
of combat and political training tasks and the strengthening of military
discipline.

Fulfilling the demands of the Party Frogram and the resolutions of the
XXII1 Party Congress, the Party organizations of the Soviet Armed Forces
are firmly and consistently implementing Party policy in them- all their
activities are directed at reinforcing their fighting power, rallying military
personnel around the Communist Party and educating them in the spirit of
the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, selfiess devotion to the Socialist Homeland,
the friendship of our country’s peoples, proletarian internationalism and
burning hatred of the imperialist aggressors. They actively promote the unity
of the Army and the people, concern themselves with the: strengthening of

¥ See KPSS i stroitel'stvo Sovetskikh Vooruzhennykh Sil [The CPSU and the Development of
the Soviet Armed Forces). Voyenizdat, 1967, p. 226; Yu. P. Petrov, Partiynoye stroitel’stvo v
Sovetskoy Armii i Flote (1918-1961) [Party Development in the Soviet Armed Forces (1918~
1961)). Voyenizdat, 1964, pp. 150, 281, 329.
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military discipline, and mobilize personnel for the exemplary fulfillment
of combat and political training tasks, the mastering of new weapons and
equipment, and the maintenance of a high degree of vigilance and combat
readiness.

Primary Party organizations in the Soviet Armed Forces are created by the
respective political sections in regiments, individual units (battalion, com-
pany, battery, squadron), on ships of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd class, in divisions
of small ships, in formation headquarters, in military training establishments
and institutions where there are at least ** :e Party members.

Party organizations exercising depar uental rights for battalions, squa-
drons, and combat operational un:'- “t ships are set up within the primary
Party organizations with the auf ..  -ation of the political section.

In cases where there are more than 75 Party members in regiments, ships
and departments of military academies, Party committees may be set up with
the authorization of the political section of a strategic formation, dis.rict
political directorate, group of forces, or fleet, the Party organizations of
battalions, and equivalent subunits being granted the rights of a primary
Party organization. Under these conditions, and with the permission of the
political section, Party organizations exercising departmental rights may be
formed in companies and equivalent subunits where there are three or more
Party members.

With'n Party organizations of subunits, as weli as within a primary Party organization, Party
groups may be set up for companies, batteries, flights, on small ships, in platoons, aircrews,
training sections, departments of institutions and plant workshops. The Party group organizer
is elected at a Party group meeting, which includes three Party members, by a show of hands
(or, with the permission of the Party members, by secret ballot). In Party groups which include
less than three Party members and several candidates for Party membership, the Party group
organizer is selected by the Party Committee (Bureau) of the unit.

Primary Party organizations receive new members into the Party from
among those officers, noncommissioned officers, petty officers, soldiers, sail-
ors, workers and employees of the Soviet Armed Forces who are the mo=t
mature, active, and committed to the cause of Communism. Induct i into
th= Party is effected on an individual basis. Candidates who have reached the
age of 18 are accepted into the CPSU. In order to improve the qualifying
standard of personnel being accepted into the CPSU, the XXIII Congress
ruled that young persons up to and including the age of 23 will enter the Party
only through the Komsomol. New Party members are accepted from among
candidates who have passed through the probationary term established by
the Rules of the CPSU.

‘The Instructions to Orgarizations of the CPSU in the Soviet Armed Forces
lay specific obligations on Party organizations, require them to use their skill
to permeatc and influence all aspects of life and activiries of subunits, units,
ships, headquarters, military training establishments and institutions; io re-
veal boldly, through criticism and self-criticism, shortcomings in the training
and education of military personnel, in Party-political work, in the activities
of Party committees (bureaus) and political organs, and in the material
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security and welfare of personnel; to assist commanders in the timely adop-
tion of measures to eliminate defects in the organization of the training
process and service in the forces; to combat deceit, poor management, misap-
propriation and wastefulness of state resources; and anything that is detri-
mental to the combat readiness of military units. At Party meetings, Party
members have the right to criticize any other Party member or candidate,
regardless of the position he occupies. Criticism of orders and regulations
issued by commanders and senior officers is not permitted.

Party organizations reinforce unity of command in the Armed Forces. A
commander exercising political and military authority is the champion of the
Communist Party’s policy. Party organizations teach personnel to respect
their commanders, and strive to ensure that each order given by a comman-
der 1s carried out unquestioningly, precisely and promptly.

Party organizations of units and subunits and all Party work in the forces
come under the control of political organs. The deputy commander for
political affairs together with the Party Committee (Bureau) organizes Party
work and bears direct responsibility for its state.

Komsomol organizations in the Soviet Armed Forces are active assistants
of organizations of the CPSU in implementing Party policy in, and strength-
ening their fighting power.

Primary Komsomol organizations are created by political sections in bat-
talions, independent companies (batteries), squadrons and equivalent subu-
nits, in the divisions of 1st and 2nd class ships, and on submarines, as well
as institutions, in courses or in companies of military training establishments
and military construction detachments, when there are not less than three
Komsomol members.

A bureau for carrying out routine work is elected for a period of one year
by a show of hands at 2 meeting of the primary Komsomol organization. A
secretary and a deputy secretary are selected from among the members of the
bureau at a meeting of the latter. In Komsomol organizations with less than
10 Komsomol members, a bureau is not set up: a secretary and his deputy
are elected.

Within a primary Komsomol organization, Komsomol organizations exercising departmental
rights are formed in companies, batteries and equivalent subunits. They conduct their practical
work on the basis of tasks being solved by the subunits and primary organizations of which they
are a part. A burean is formed within these organizations if there are more than ten Komsomol
members. It is elected by a show of hands for a period of one year. In a company Komsomol
organization, Komsomol groups may be formed in platoons, crews, flights, detachments, teams,
and also in groups detailed for work, detached duty, etc. They are formed in subunits or groups
in which there are not less than three Komsomol members. A Komsomol group organizer is
elected for a period of one year.

Komsomol committees are elected in regiments, on Ist and 2nd class ships, and also in
independent units, where primary Komsomol organizations have been set up for subunits.

The Armed Forces Komsomol organizations are guided in all their activi-
ties by resolutions of the CPSU, the Komsomol Rules, the resolutions of
congresses and the Central Committee of the Komsomol. Their practical
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tasks are also defined in the Instructions to Komsomol Organizations in the
Soviet Armed Forces, approved by the Komsomol Central Committee and
the Chief Political Directorate.

Komsomol organizations of the Armed Forces are called upon to educate
young soldiers and sailors in the spirit of selfless dedication to the Communist
Party and the Soviet Motherland and the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, the
heroic traditions of the revolutionary struggle and self-sacrificing labor of the
Soviet people, tu train steadfast, ideologically convinced fighters for the
victory of communism, ready to give all their strength and, if need be, their
lives as well, in the defense of the socialist Motherland. A resolution of the
XVi Congress of the Komsomol points out that Komsomol organizations in
the Armed Forces are called upon to strive to ensure that Komsomol mem-
bers scrupulously fulfill Lenin’s precept—to study military affairs by actual
procedure, to set an example in fulfilling the requirements of the oath
and regulations and to become first-class specialists in combat and political
training.

Leadership of the activities of military Komsomol organizations is exer-
cised by the Chief Political Directorate of the Soviet Armed Forces through
the corresponding political and Party organizations and deputy commanders
for political affairs. There are assistant heads of political sections for Kom-
somol work in all political organizations. The most important matters relat-
ing to Komsomol work in the Armed Forces are subject to agreement be-
tween the Chief Political Directorate and the Komsomol Central Committee.

PARTY-POLITICAL WORK IN THE ARMED FORCES

Party-political work in our Armed Forces is based on the policy and
ideology of the Communist Party, taking into account the specific tasks
which face them at each stage of their development. It does not remain
unchanged, but is being constantly improved. A change in the determining
factors, including methkods of armed combat, the appearance of new equip-
ment, an improvement in the qualitative structure of the military, is accom-
panied by development of the content, forms and methods of Party and
political work.

Party-political work in the Armed Forces is organized and conducted on
the basis of definite principles, such as ideological content, scientific charac-
ter, concreteness, purposefulness, continuity, unity of ideological and organi-
zational activities, its conformity to the nature of modern warfare, and the
tasks being resolved by the forces.

There has been a big improvement in Party-political work in the forces and
its effectiveness has been increased, thanks to tlie active and persistent activi-
ties of military councils, commanders, political bodies and Party organiza-
tions in fulfilling the requirement: of the Party Program, the resolutions of
the XXIIT Congress and plenary meetings of the CC CPSU, the resolution
of the CC CPSU dated 21 January 1967 *On Measures for the Improvement
of Party-Political Work in the Soviet Armed Forces.”
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The task of znsuring a high state of vigilance and constant combat readi-
ness of the forces is of vital importance. This is due to the aggravation of the
current international situation, the increased aggressiveness of imperialism,
and the growth of the military danger for the USSR and the entire socialist
community.

Constant combat readiness is a vast subject. It incorporates such factors
as the maintenance of the fighting efficiency of the forces as a whole, their
strength, a high standard of training, their ability to wage modern warfare
according to all the rules of military art; the moral, political and psychologi-
cal training of personnel in conformity with the nature and special character-
istics of modern warfare. It is, in fact, the ability of subunits, units and ships
for immediate and decisive action when an alert is given, and the highest state
of organizational efficiency and discipline in all the elements of the military
organism.

The concept of the combat readiness of the forces has now been expanded and augmented
with new meaning.

The so-called ‘“‘seasonal’ approach to combat readiness of the forces has now been consigned
to the history books. War may now break out at any time of the year. Therefore, the forces must
be in a constantly high and unremitting state of combat readiness. The degree of perscnal
responsibility of servicemen for the combat readiness of subunits and units has been increased.
Now more than ever before, combat readiness depends upon the conscientiousness, discipline,
and training of every soldier at the control panel of a missile complex, in the combat detail of
a crew, etc. The importance of the time factor in ensuring combat readiness has greatly in-
creased. All this is taken into account in the organization of Party and political work.

Qualitative changes which have taken place in military affairs have made
it essential for Party and political organizations to give priority to the task
of forming a high state of political consciousness and psychological stability
in the forces, of fostering in our soldiers a firm will for victory over a strong
and rapacious enemy, and readiness to carry out combat orders at any cost,
even to the point of self-sacrifice. Moral and political training entails, first and
foremost, the instiliing of profound ideological conviction and a well-
developed sense of personal responsibility for the fulfillment of his combat
task in each member of the forces.

Psychological training consists in forming in personnel the psychological
qualities needed for the successful completion of combat tasks under the
difficult conditions ¢f modern combat—Iofty patriotic feelings, faithfulness
to military duty, confidence in victory over the enemy, strength of will,
courage, endurance, and discipline.

The level of psychological stability depends largely on a sound knowledge
of the nature of modern combat, the tactical and technical characteristics of
weapons, and protection against them, and on the ability of personnel to
conduct effective combat operations under any conditions.

All educational work with Armed Forces personnel is based on a profound
study of Lenin’s theoretical iegacy, the resclutions of Party congresses and
plenary meetings of the CC CPSU. The achievements of our country in the
building of communism, the revolutionary traditions of the Communist
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Party and the Soviet people and the glorious history of the Soviet State and
its Armed Forces are publicized with force and conviction.

The entire Marxist-Leninist system of training officers, generals, and admi-
rals, political work with soldiers and noncommissioned officers, political
education, propaganda, cultural and educational work with personnel are
devoted to this.

In pursuing their aggressive policy, the imperialists, primarily reactionary
circles in the USA, are striving to introduce a “war of ideas” into the socialist
countries. They are broadening the front of ideological diversions and are
doing everything possible to corrupt the minds of our people and undermine
the foundations of socialism.

Referring to the increased aggressiveness of imperialism, and the ideologi-
cal diversions directed against the USSR and the other socialist countries, the
XXIII Congress of the CPSU pointed out that the front of the ideological
struggle, the ideological training of our people, is one of the most important
sectors of the Party’s activities. This was underlined with renewed force in
the April and July 1968 plenary meetings of the CC CPSU. They noted that
the present stage of historical evolution is characterized by a sharp intensifi-
cation of the ideological struggle between capitalism and socialism. The
whole of the vast system of anticommunist propaganda is now aimed at
weakening the unity of the socialist countries and the international commu-
nist movement, breaking up the progressive forces of our times and under-
niining socialist society from within. Under these conditions the irreconcila-
ble struggle with hostile ideologies, the resolute unmasking of imperialist
intrigues, the communist education of members of the CPSU and all workers,
and the intensification of all ideological work acquire a special importance.

Commanders, political organs and Party organizations are channelling all
the available resources of ideological education into strengthening commu-
nist conviction, feelings of Soviet patriotism and proletarian internationalism,
ideological stability and the ability to withstand any forms of bourgeois
influence.

Another important aspect of ideological work is the unmasking of the
ideology of right and ““left” revisionism.

During a period when military technology is developing rapidly and being
introduced into the forces on a large scale, it is especially important that the
technical standards of fighting men be increased by every possible means.
Hence, the task of developing military technical propaganda on a broad front.

Technical universities and lecture agencies, technology evenings, technical
proficiency schools, discussion groups, technical conferences, quizzes, special
and popular science film shows are comrnonplace in the forces. Engineering
and technical personnel of the Armed Forces, as well as soldiers and noncom-
missioned officers with a higher specialist education, take an active part in
military technical propaganda.

The wide development of socialist competition and the study, generaliza-
tion, and dissemination of advanced knowledge are important factors in
Party and political work.
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The Communist Party firmly associates the political education of Armed
Forces personnel with the further strengthening of military discipline, the
importance of which has increased enormously. The very concept of disci-
pline has become much broader than it was previously. New equipment and
new types of weapons have brought into being the discipline of intensive
military labor; the discipline of competent operation and constant readiness
of combat vehicles, tools, and machinery; and the discipline of operational
duty. New weapons have made it essential to maintain discipline of unprece-
dented strictness in the close cooperation between both combat groups and
individual specialist-servicemen.

The disciplins of firm control, promptness in carrying out instructions,
irreproachable performance, and the self-discipline of servicemen have be-
come more important. As is known, pilots and operators, sonar operators,
drivers, and servicemen in many other specialist categories frequently and for
long periods carry out their tasks independently. Under such conditions
conscience and selfdiscipline are often their only forms of supervision.

An important task of Party-political work in the forces is the further
consolidation of unity of command. Political organs and Party organizations
look after the education of our officer personnel, help them to master Marx-
1st-Leninist theory and the Lenin style of leadership. They are concerned with
the training of commanders with sole military and political responsibility,
who combine an exacting nature, determination, and an officer’s inflexible
will with a sincere, fatherly concern for their subordinates and who con-
stantly depend on Party organizations and the resources of the army commu-
nity in all their activities.

The Party seeks to ensure that all the activities of our commanders, politi-
cal organs and Party organizations, including those engaged in Party-politi-
cal work, are based on scientific principles in strict accordance with the tenets
of Marxism-Leninism and on the correct exploitation of the achievements of
science and technology.

The successful completion of the tasks of communist development is di-
rectly related to the standard of Party work and to the ability of Party
organizations to convince and organize the masses. It is very important for
political organs and Party organizations in the Armed Forces to be able to
arrange their activities with regard to the qualitative variations, peculiarities
and specific features of a given Service of the Armed Forces or of a specific
branch.

Our commanders, political organs and Party organizations have access to
a wealth of experience in the organization of Party-political work under
combat conditions accumulated during the Great Patriotic War. Modern
warfare, however, imposes new and heavier demands on this aspect of mili-
tary life. Well thought-out and skillfully presented Party-political work is of
tremendous importance in this connection during tactical exercises. Under
conditions most closely resembling those of actual modern warfare, possible
variants of Party-political work are elaborated and new forms and methods
checked out. Commanders, political organs and Party organizations have
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learned a great desi in this connection from such exercises as Dnepr, and
maneuvers as Dvina, Okean and others conducted in recent years.

x % %

Thus, there is not one aspect in the life and activity of our Armed Forces
which does not experience the beneficial effect of the leading role of the
CPSU. The Communist Party and its Central Committee formulate our
military policy, and determine the principal trends and tasks in the work of
strengthening the country’s defenses and developing the Armed Forces. Bas-
ing its leadership of the Armed Forces on the theoretical foundations of
Marxism-Leninism, an assessment of the requirements of the laws of sccial
development, and a detailed analysis of trends in the evolution of military
affairs, the Party ensures the maximum effective use of moral, political,
economic, scientific and technical potential for strengthening the defensive
capacity of the Soviet Homeland.

ON THE LEADING ROLE OF THE CPSU IN THE ARMED FORCES

FROM RESOLUTIONS OF PARTY CONGRESSES AND CONFERENCES,
PLENARY MEETINGS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, AND OTHER
DOCUMENTS

In view of the fact that some Party circles hold the opinion that the policy of the military
department is the product of the personal views of individuals or an independent group—and
statements of this kind even appear in the Party press—the Central Committee of the Russian
Communist Party considers it necessary to state in the most categoricai terms that the most
responsible-and experienced members of the Party can be in absolutely no doubt at all that the
policy of the military department, like that of all other branches aud institutions, is conducted
strictly on the basis of general directives issued by the Party in the person of its Central
Committee and under its direct supervision.

(On the policy of the milltary department. From a resolutlon of the Central Committee of
the RCP* dated 25 December 1918. KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh Sovetskogo Soyuza [The
CPSU on the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union}. Voyenizdat, 1969, p. 35). [Note: Hereafter
cited as: KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh . . .]

The military training and education of the Red Army is based on the principle of class
solidarity and socialist enlightenment. Thus, it is essential to have political commissars drawn
from reliable and dedicated Party members alongside the military commanders and communist
cells in each unit for the establishment of internal ideological liaison and conscious discipline.

(From the Program of the Russlan Communist Party (Bolshevik), adopted by the VIII
Congress of the RCP(b).* KPSS v rezolyutsipakh . . . [The CPSU in resolutions . . .), Part I,
p. 417).

The rapid growth in the number of communist cells is the most important guarantee that the
Army will be increasingly permeated by communist ideas and discipline. But it is precisely
because of the tremendously important role of communist cells that commissars and all the most
mature Party workers in the Army must take steps to ensure that unstable elements in search

* RCP—the Russian Communist Party [U.S. Ed.}.
* RCP(b)—Russian Communist Party (Bolshevik) [U. S. Ed.].
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of illusory rights and privileges are kept out of them. Respect for communist cells will be greater
and more enduring, the more clearly each soldier understands and is convinced from experience
that membership of a communist cell does not give him any special rights, but only imposes upon
him the obligation of being an extremely selfless and courageous fighter.

(From a resolution of the VIII Congress of the RCP(b) on the military question, KPSS v
rezolyutsiyakh . . . [The CPSU in resolutions . . .], Part 1, pp. 435-436).

Party members serving in the Red Army must always be in the forward posts, in the most
responsible and dangerous positions. Party members are increasing tenfold their work on the
communist education of the Army. :

(From a message of greeting to the Red Army from the VIII Congress of the RCP(b).
Protokoly VIII S "yezda RKP(b} {Minutes of the VIII Congress of RCP(b)]. Gospolitizdat, 1959,
p. 443).

The experience of the victorious struggle with Kolchak showed us where the true source of
the military strength of proletarian power lies. Kolchak was beaten and took to flight because
our Party at that time threw all its best forces onto the Eastern Front, having welded them into
an iron military organization.

(From a circular letter of the CC RCP. September 1919. KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Sil-
akh . . ., p. 103).

... For the Red Army to be truly socialist it is essential not only that it have a class
composition, but that its personnel be clearly and properly aware of their class interests. And
for this it is necessary for Party work to be carried out among them.

(From a letter of the CC RCP “On Party Work in the Red Army.” KPSS o Vooruzhennykh
Silakh . . ., p. 106).

The conference draws the attention of the Central Committee to the need for more direct
Central Committee leadership of the organizational and Party work of communist organizations
in the ranks of the Red Army and Navy and non-toleration of further isolation of the life and
work of these organizations from general Party life and work.

(From a resolution of the IX All-Russian Conference of the RCP(b) on the organizational
report to the Central Committee, KPSS v rezolyutsivakh . . . [The CPSU in Resolu-
tions . . .], Part I, p. 513).

The Party decided, and the All-Russian Congress of Soviets unanimously affirmed, that the
Red Army should be maintained and that its fighting efficiency be increased . . .

But only the Party can maintain the Army. Only our considerate, solicitous, tactful, and loving
attitude towards the Army can taintain and strengthen its fighting efficiency.

(On the Red Army. To all organizations of the RCP(b). From a circular letter of the CC
RCP(b) dated 12 January 1921. KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh . . ., p. 148).

Para. 11. To maintain the political system of the Red Army in the form which it developed
during the three war years; to improve and consolidate its organization; to strengthen its ties
with local Party organizations, maintaining, however, full independence of the system.

(From a resolution of the X Congress of the RCP(b) on the military question (March 1921).
KPSS v rezolyutsiyakh . . . [The CPSU in Resolutions . . .], Part I, p. 570).

Availing itself of the current Jull in the military situation, the Soviet government is now setting
itself the task of improving and strengthening the Red Army and Navy for the purpose of
self-defense. This places upon all our forces the obligation to apply themselves to fostering
conscientiousness and the further strengthening of a heslthy class spirit in the ranks of the Red
Army. Bearing in mind the experience of the past, it will be necessary for this to intensify, expand
and give due priority to both the political education and fostering of conscious discipline and
to the improvement of the Red Army man’s lot.

(On the strengthening of the Red Army. From a letter of the CC RCP(b) written in 1921.
KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh . . ., p. 155).
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.. . The exercise of unity of command entails the maximum reinforcement of political work
and the all-round consolidation of the Party’s influence in military units.

The role of political agencies, like that of Party institutions in the Army, is becoming especially
important in this connection.

(On unity of command in the Red Army. From a letter of the CC RCP(b) dated 6 March 1925.
KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh . . ., p. 228).

. . . The further strengthening of the Red Army as an instrument of the dictatorship of the
working class and the eradication of bureaucratic distortions in the military system and the work
of the command personnel can be achieved only when there is unshakable unity of the command
and political staff and uninterrupted growth of the leading role of the All-Union Communist
Party (Bolshevik), for which the main requirements of Party and political organs in the Army
are skillful leadership, Party tenacity and authority.

(On the political and moral state of the Red Army. From a resolution of the CC ACP(b)*
dated 30 October 1928. KPSS o V~oruzhennykh Silakh . . . , p. 252).

Under the conditions prevailing during the present period, the Central Committee suggests that
political organs and Party organizations and Party chiefs of the Red Army continue with great
persistence to educate the Red Army, its officers and men in the spirit of selfless devotion to
the Soviet regime, maximum vigilance and class irreconcilability.

(On the officer and political personnel of the Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army. From a
resolution of the CC ACP(b) dated 25 February 1929. KPSS o Voorozhennykh Silakh . . . ,
p. 259).

52. Overall leadership of Party work in the Red Army, the Red Navy, and Air Force is effected
by the Political Directorate of the Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army exercising the rights of
the military department of the Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bol-
shevik). The Political Directorate of the Revolutionary Military Council exercises its leadership

through political sections appointed by it, military commissars and Party commissions elected -

«t appropriate Army conferences.

Party organizations in the Red Army, Navy and Air Force operate on the basis of special
instructions approved by the CC ACP(b). '

(On Party organizations in the Red Army. From the Rules of the ACP(b) approved by the
XVII Party Congress. KPSS v rezolyutsiyakh . . . [The CPSU in Resoiutions . . .}, Part III,
p. 242).

The Communist Party and the Soviet government must henceforth educate Party members
and all workers in a spirit of great vigilance, and continue untiringly to strengthen our valiant
Armed Forces, effectively protecting the peaceful labor of the Soviet people and the security of
the socialist Homeland.

(From the resolution of the XX Congress of the CPSU on the Report to the CC CPSU
(February 1956). XX s“yezd Kommunisticheskoy partii Sovetskogo Soyuza. 1425 fevralya 1956
goda [The XX Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, 14-25 February 1956]:
Stenographic report, Vol 2. Gospolitizdat, 1956, p. 423).

The complex international situation, the arms race in the principal capitalist countries, and
the defense interests of our Homeland make it essential for commanders, political offices and
Party organizations henceforth to improve the combat readiness of the forces, to reinforce
discipline among the personnel, to educate them in a spirit of devotion to the Homeland and
the Communist Party and to take an active interest in satisfying the spiritual and material needs
of our fighting men.

The Plenary Meeting of the CC CPSU considers that in resolving these tasks special impor-
tance attaches to the further improvement of Party-political work among the military who are
called upon in reinforcing the fighting power of our Armed Forces, rallying the personnel around

* TsK VKP(b) in Russian: Central Committee of the All-Union Communist Party (Bol-
shevik) or CC ACP(b) {U.S. Ed.].
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the Communist Party and Soviet government, educating servicemen in a spirit of selfless devo-
tion to the Soviet Homeland, friendship of the peoples of the USSR and proletarian internation-
alism.

(On improving Party and politicai work in the Soviet Armed Forces. From a Resoiution of
the October (1957) Plenary Meeting of the CC CPSU. KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh . . .,
p. 348).

The basic principle of military development is leadership of the Armed Forces by the Commu-
nist Party and enlargement of the role and influence of Party organizations in the Armed Forces.

The Party devotes unremitting attention to increasing its organizational and guiding influcnce.

on the whole of the life and activities of the Army, Air Force, and Navy, rallying the Armed
Forces personnel around the Communist Party and Soviet government, reinforcing the unity of
the Army and the people, educating our fighting men in a spirit of courage, gallantry, heroism,
and military cooperation with the armies of the socialist countries, and readiness at any moment
to defend the land of the Soviets, home of the builders of Communism.

(From the Program of the CPSU adopted at the XXII Party Conyress. Progrumma Kom-
munisticheskoy partii Sovetskogo Soyuza. [Program of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union]. Pravda Izdat., 1961, p. 112).

Under conditions in which the aggressive forces of imperialism are aggravaiing international
tension and creating a hotbed of war, the CPSU will from now on intensify the vigilance of the
Soviet people, reinforce the defensive power of our Homeland so that the Armed Forces of the
USSR will always be ready to defend effectively the achievements of socialism and to give a
shattering rebuff to any imperialist aggressor.

(From the resolution of the XXIII Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union on
the Report to the CC CPSU. Materialy XXIII s"yezda KPSS [Materials of the XXIII Congress
of the CPSU]. Politizdat, 1966, p. 188).

65. Party organizations of the Soviet Army are guided in their activities by the Program and
Rules of the CPSU and operate on the basis of instructions approved by the Central Committee.

Party organizations of the Soviet Army ensure that Party policy is implemented in the Armed
Forces, rally the personnel around the Communist Party, educate our fighting men in the spirit
of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, selfless devotion to the socialist Homeland, and actively
promote the strengthening of the unity of the Army and the people; they are concerned with
the reinforcement of military discipline, they mobilize 1he military peisonnel for the fulfillment
of combat and political training tasks, the mastery of new weapons and equipment, irreproach-
able performance of their military duty and fulfillment of command orders and instructions.

(From the Ruies of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Ratified by the XXII Congress,
partial changes introduced by the XXIII Congress of the CPSU. Materialy XXIII s “yezda KPSS
{Materials of the XXIII Congress of the CPSU], pp. 220-221).

To raise Party-political work in the Armed Forces of the USSR to the level of the requirements
resulting from the resolutions of the XXIII Party Congress, taking into account the complex
international situation, radical changes in the organization and weaponry of the forces and the
nature of modern warfare. To improve political and organizational work among the masses of
servicemen, concentrating mainly on further increasing the combat readiness of the Armed
Forces.

(On measures for improving Party-poiiticai work in the Soviet Armed Forces. From a
resoiution of the CC CPSU dated 21 January 1967. KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh. . ., p. 416).

The strength of the Soviet Armed Forces is in the leadership of the Communist Party, which
works out fundamental problems related to the development and equipment of the Armed
Forces, and fosters in our soldiers boundless devotion to the Homeland and a readiness to fulfill
their duty of defending the achievements of socialism to the end with dignity and honor.

(From The Message of Greeting of the Central Committee of the CPSU, the Presidium of
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR and the Councii of Ministers of the USSR to the fighting men
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of the heroic Armed Forces of the Soviet Union on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
Soviet Armed Forces. KPSS o Vooruzhennykh Silakh . . ., p. 454).
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Chapter 3. MARXIST-LENINIST MILITARY THEORY

The great and glorious path followed by our people after the Great October
Revolution has demonstrated the force and viability of Marxism-Leninism.
Marxist-Leninist military theory has also been vindicated by history. Guided
by the Leninist legacy of military theory and creatively developing it to
conform to the new conditions, the CPSU has elaborated a well-balanced
system of socialist military organization with a clearly expressed ideological
and theoretical basis, which includes a theory of war and the army, military
science and military doctrine. The validity of this scientific theory has been
confirmed by the entire evolution of the Soviet State and its Armed Forces,
and the victorious struggle of the Soviet people against imperialist aggressors.

THE THECRY OF WAR AND THE ARMY

The Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the army is a component part of
historical materialism, Its subject is the study and interpretation of the
sociological nature of the origin, development, character and content of wars,
and the study of war as an historical, social and political phenomenon. This
theory discloses the natural dependence of wars and armies on political,
ecsnomic and other social conditions, and explains their role in the historical
process. The Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the army is not limited to
an explanation of the past: it analyzes the problems of our own times, pro-
vides a theoretical interpretation of the problem of war and peace, the devel-
opment and sirengthening of the armed forces of the socialist state, and
attempts to foresee ihe future. This theory serves as the ideological, theoreti-
cal and methodological foundation of Soviet military science and doctrine,
and all our military development.

The Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the army is our ideological
weapon for unmasking the reactionary military ideology of imperialism, for
the struggle against various bourgeois theories which justify wars and distort
their political and class nature and origin in the interests of the exploiting
classes. In exposing these pseudo-scientific theories, the Marxist-Leninist
teaching on war and the army demonstrates convincingly that, despite exter-
nal differences, they are all similar in one principal respect—in the final
analysis they serve monopolistic capital and reflect the aggressive aspirations
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of the exploiting classes, who try to justify their expansionist imperialistic
policy and prove that war is a permanent and unavoidable concomitant
phenomenon of human society.

The Marxist-Leninist teaching on war and the urmy provides a truly
scientific answer on the subject of its analysis, fully revealing its essential
nature and actual content. It discloses the material and spiritual precondi-
tions of our military victories, the superiority of socialist military organiza-
tion over bourgeois military organization. These have their origin in the
Communist Party’s leadership of all aspects of military development, in
socialist economy and policy and in Marxist-Leninist ideology. The invinci-
bility of the socialist state and its army is an objectively natural phenomenon.
It arises from the superiority of the socialist social system over the bourgeois
social system.

The social revolution of the rising class, a consequence of listorical neces-
sity, is ineviiably victorious over the armed violence of the reactionary
classes. Therefore, in the final analysis, victory will always be on the side of
the working class, since it relies on a highes social and economic organization
and the most progressive social forces. “Violence can be used without having
economic roots, but then it is doomed to destruction by history. But violence
can be used when it is based on the progressive class, on the highest principles
of socialist structure, order and organization. And then it can suffer a tempo-
rary reverse, but it is invincible.”

These words of Lenin provide the scientific basis of the inevitability of our
victory over imperialism, over any aggressor, since socialism ensures the
highest type of modern military organization, the means of systematic mobili-
zation and purposeful use of the largest mass of all the resources needed for
the victorious waging of war, the highest moral and fighting qualiiies of the
personnel who serve in the new type of armed forces, indestructible endur-
ance and fortitude of the ordinary men and women in the rear and at the front
throughout the entire war.

The practical application of the theoretical tenets of the Marxist-Leninist
doctrine of war and the army is an important condition of the solution of all
the military problems confronting the Party and the State. These arguments
contain an encrmous mobilizing force. Reflecting the ideology and policy of
the CPSU on military questions, they reveal the decisive role of the popular
masses in the process of preparing for and waging war, in the achievement
of military victory; they determine ways of effecting the moral and political
mobilization of the people for war. The Party introduces ideas for the defense
of the Fatherland into the minds of the Soviet people, thus ensuring the
achievement cf victory. Their familiarity with Marxist-Leninist teachings on
military questions is the most important prerequisite for the invincibility of
socialist military organization.

On the essence of war. War is inseparably linked with the political system

! Lenin, XXXVIil, 369-370.
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out of which it grows. Politics engenders war. War is politics throughout, its
continuation and implementation by violent means. It is impossible to unier-
stand the essence of war without first studying its connections with the
politics which preceded it and the politica! relationships which were formed
long before the war. War does not alter fundamental relationships between
classes, but continues and frequently accelerates the preceding policy; it does
not abrogate, but realizes, that policy by means of armed combat.

Thus, the nature of war is politics continued by violent means.

The scientific definition of the concept of war, reflecting the attitude of
progressive social forces towards it, is of profound practical significance in
the resolution of all questions relating to war and military science. “Wars,”
wrote Lenin, “‘are preeminently variegated, diverse and complex things.” ?
This applies, not so much to their nature as to their substance. Every war,
being a continuation of the politics of classes and states, is essentially a class
war. At the same time, every military conflict resulting from specific relation-
ships (between nations, classes, etc.) occurs under different conditions, has
its individual characteristics, and differs in its specific content from other
wars. Therefore, the Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the army is not
limited to an abstract affirmation of the social nature of wars in general, but
requires that *“‘the political content of each war be determined separately, in
each individual case.” ’

Consequently, rolitics plays a decisive role in relation to war. In evaluating
the nature of war, the Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the army explains
first of all the classic character of a given war, whom it profited, the classes
that waged it, and the historical, political, sccial and economic conditions
which caused it.

As history teaches, preparation for war is conducted in political, diplomatic, ideological,
economic, scientific and technical, military and other respects, but certainly with politics playing
the decisive role. At the same time, as we know, the nature and content of politics itself are
determined in the final analysis by the economic laws of development. Thus, the aggressive
policy of the imperialist states, directed at the preparation and unleashing of predatory wars of
conquest, is determined by the basic economic law of modern capitalism, according to which
the aim of capitalistic production unde< imperialism is the acquisition of maximum profits by
the monopolists. To achieve this goal the imperialist bourgeoisie steps up the militarization of
the national ecocnomy and tries to unleash wars. It is precisely the aggressive imperialist states
that have unleashed two world wars. They are now conducting systematic and all-round pre-
parations for world nuclear war. Imperialism was and still is the only source of military
danger. This emphasizes with particular force the importance of a correct understanding of
the essence and nature, not only of wars in general, but particularly wars of the modern age,
the scientific classification of these and their special features. V. I. Lenin taught that “it
is impossible to understand a given war without first having acquired an understanding of
the age.” *

Types of wars, Marxism-Leninism determines types of wars according to
their political nature and content. V. I. Lenin observed that “there are just

? Lenin, XLIX, 369.
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and unjust wars, progressive and reactionary wars, wars of progressive and
backward classes, wars which serve to reinforce class oppression and wars
which serve to overthrow it.”

The determination of the nature i a. war is of 'decisive importance in
planning the correct line of political conduct oi tihe working class and all
workers in each specific war, since the political principle of classifying wars
most clearly expresses the attitude of the people to 2 particular war: full
support for just wars, determined action against utjust wars.

The classification of wars by types provides a fundamental description of
their dialectics. V. I. Lenin, recognizing the possibility that one type of war
could turn into another, for example, that a national war could become an
imperialistic war, or that an imperialistic war might turn into a civil war,
considered that it was “‘theoretically erroneous and harmful, from a practical
point of view, not to distinguish types of wars,” ¢ since this would make it
difficult to choose the correct attitude of the workers to any given war. This
is what makes it so important to approach each war as a specific historic
entity, taking into consideration the circumstances and political content of
the war.

Condemning imperialistic wars of conquest, Marxist-Leninists consider
that wars to defend the achi:vements of peoples against imperialist aggres-
sion, wars of national liberation, and wars of the revolutionary classes against
the attempts of reactionary forces to hold on to, or restore their supremacy
by the use of arms are justified and, therefore, support them. A workers’ war
for their own social liberation, for the consolidation and Aevelopment of
socialism and communism, is the most just type of war. Thus, the term “just
wars” is understood to mean, first of all, revolutionary wars and wars
of liberaticn, since these are genuinely progressive and promote historical
development.

Just wars of our times include: 1) wars in defense of socialist countries
against imperialist aggressors; 2) proletarian civil wars against the bourgeoi-
sie; 3) national liberation wars of colonial peoples, dependent and developing
countries against imperialism; 4) wars of liberation waged by peoples of
bourgeois coustries who have become the victims of imperialist invaders and
who are fighting for their state sovereignty.

Unjust wars, reactionary wars of our times, are wars of conquest, which
reflect and continue the politics of the imperialistic bourgeoisie. The imperial-
ists are striving by means of armed force to enslave other countries, assert
neo-colonialism, suppress the national liberation struggle, destroy the
proletarian revolutionary movement, weaken the socialist camp and
strengthen the capitalist system. The monopolists of the USA want to achieve
world domination by military means.

Unjust wars include: 1) counterrevolutionary wars waged by the bourgeoi-
sie against the proletarian revolutionary movement; 2) aggressive wars of

! Lenin, XXXVIII, 337.
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imperialist states against socialist countries; 3) imperialist wars for the resto-
ration of the colonial system; 4) imperialist wars of conquest against peaceful
bourgeois countries; 5) wars between imperialist states aimed at achieving a
redistribution of spheres of influence and world domination.

The Great October Socialist Revolution shook the capitalist world to its
toundations. It marked the beginning of the revolutionary transition from
capstalism to socialisim throughout the world. During the past fifty years the
world revolrtionary movement has grown irresistibly, drawing in all the new
countries and peoples. Under the conditions obtaining at the present stage
of the crisis of capitalism, the contradictions which rend the bourgeois world
are intensitying sharply: antagonism between labor and capital; coatradic-
tions between young national states and old colonial powers; contradictions
between imperialist countries. The main contradiction i1s that which has
developed between the opposing social systems of socialism and imperialism.

Present-day capitalism is not only an obsolete reactionary system which retards historical
progress, but a dangerous aggressive force which threatens world civilization. The struggle of
the working class and all workers against imperialism is an historical necessity. Only by taking
this objective law into consideration is it possible to take the correct approach to the interpreta-
tion of all the types of modern wars instigated by the imperialists. They unleash both world wars
and local wars aimed at the suppression of liberation movements, the conquest of foreign lands
and the enslavement of people of other countries.

Among all the types of wars of our age, wars in defense of the socialist
Fatherland, of course, occupy a special place. They are not only radically
opposed to all forms of unjust wars and wars of conquest, but differ essen-
tially from other just wars in their nature, aims, and historical significance.
The necessity of defending the achievements of socialism is one of the com-
mon objective laws of the transition from capitalism to socialism and com-
munism which apply to all countries undergoing this transition under the
conditions imposed by the existence of a world system of imperiaiism.

Marxism-Leninism considers the problem of defending the socialist Fa-
therland as a combination of the political, economic, military, moral, scien-
tific and technical and other factors which determine the defense capacity and
security of our own state and other socialist countries.

In the Program of the CPSU and documents of the XXIII Party Congress
it is emphasized that the successful solution of all questions connected with
the defense of the socialist Fatherland is now determined by:

—the firm, consistently peace-loving, high-principled foreign policy of the
socialist states;

—the comprehensive strengthening of the new type of armed forces and
the regular socialist army;

—the further rapid development of the material, technical and scientific
bases of the country’s defensive capacity;

—the strengthening of the union of the working class and the peasantry
as the social and political basis of the country’s military strength—the consol-
idation of the Soviet State and the improvement of socialist social relation-
ships;
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—the education of all workers in a spirit of communist ideology, social-
ist patriotism, proletarian internationalism, and the friendship of pecples.

As we have already stated, the principal feature of wars in defense of the
socialist Fatherland is their absolutely just character. The principal objectives
of a socialist state in a war imposed upon it by imperialist aggressors are:

—the defense of socialism and communism, the most just social order in
history;

—the defense of the freedom and independence of the socialist nations,
their territory and culture, and the very existence of the populations of
socialist states;

—to assist other socialist states and their allies to repel aggression;

—to assist the working class ar:d toiling masses of capitalist countries, and
the peoples of independent countries in their struggle for liberation from
imperialist oppression and foreign enslavement.

These noble aims are diametrically cpposed to the predatory and aggres-
sive aims pursued by the imperialists in unjust and counterrevolutionary wars
against socialist countries.

During the course of a war in defense of the socialist Fatherland the
popular masses, through experience, become even more convinced of the
justness of its aims and tasks, the correctiess of the policy of the Communist
Party, and the scientific accuracy of the Marxist-Leninist theory of war and
the army. This profound conviction generates a powerful upsurge of patriot-
ism and mass heroism on the battlefields and in labor for the cause of victory
over the enemy. The unwavering resolution of the people, Party, working
class and army of a socialist country to endure all the difficulties and trials
of modern war, and to maintain close military alliance with fraternal coun-
tries are guarantees of victory over any aggressor. Evidence of this is provided
by the experience of the Soviet State’s two patriotic wars, and of the wars of
liberation fought by other nations.

The revolutionary and liberating nature of wars in the defense of socialist
homelands finds expression in the fact that their victorious outcome weakens
the position of international imperialism, results in the defeat of reactionary
regimes in the aggressor countries, contributes to the victory of the forces of
democracy and socialism in these countries, and leads to thc separation of
new countries from the world capitalist system.

Such are the laws governing armed conflicts between socialist and imperialist states. This, of
course, does not mean that wars are essential for revolution, but they do weaken the organism
of the bourgeois system and create conditions which contribute to a still greater intensification
of its crisis. Finally, in wars in defense of the socialist Fatherland, the national and international
aims and tasks of the struggle for liberation are identical. Bv defending the fundamental interests
of the working class and all workiug people of a given country, and the national interests of the
people, a socialist state simultaneously fulfills its mission of liberation and its obligation to tiie
working class and all working people of capitalist and colonial countries.

On the nature of the army. The social nature and purpose of the army
always reflect the nature of the social order of a given country. Marxism-
Leninism established the absolute dependence of the character of the army
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on the policy of the state and the degree of the country’s economic and
cultural development. If a war is the realization of the policies of certain
classes by armed force, then the army under the control of these classes is
the principal instrument of force, the chief instrument of war. Consequently,
a correct understanding of the nature and peculiarities of the evolution of the
army is one of the main requirements for a deep insight into the laws govern-
ing the conduct of war and for determining one’s attitude to a given army.

Unlike the apologists of capitalism, who distort the nature and purpose of
the army, Marxism-Leninism teaches that the army, as a special organization
of armed people, created by a particular class or state for the achievement
of its political and economic aims by force of arms, is, like war, not a
permanent factor, but a product of antagonistic formations. The armies of
the imperialist states are created for the defense of the exploiting system and
the suppression of the workers, for their social and national oppression by
the ruling classes, for the preparation and prosecution of aggressive wars, and
the enslavement of peoples of other countries. They are instruments for
waging wars of conquest. This is convincingly demonstrated by the first and
second world wars and by the aggressive actions of the imperialists in the
present age. Bourgeois armies always and in all circumstances bear the stamp
of the ruling class and protect its interests. The apologists of the bourgeoisie
will never succeed in proving that the army of a bourgeois state is separate
from its politics and is indifferent in its attitude to the classes. Life itself shows
that the bourgeois army is an instrument of the imperialist state and that it
defends the rotting piles of capitalism. The bourgeois army is “the most
inveterate instrument for maintaining the old order, the strongest bulwark
of bourgeois discipline, the maintenance of capnalist domination, and the
preservation and fostering in the workers of slavish submissiveness and
subordination towards it.”’

The class character of the armies of the capitalist states does not change, even when they are
engaged in a just war of liberation. For example, the armed forces of the USA and Britain
objectively fulfilled a mission of liberation during World War Il and, therefore, enjoyed the
support of their people. But, even then, they remained the instrument of the ruling imperialist
circles in their eiideavor to hold on to power in their own countries and accomplish their
reactionary aims with respect to thc Soviet Union and the forces of socialism and democracy
in other countries. This became especially clear in connection with the opening of a second front
in Europe and the postwar settlement. Under present-day conditions, the US Army reflects most
fully the aggressive nature of imperialism.

In order to persuade the people to go to war the imperialist forces are intensively trained in
a spirit of anticommunism and impregnated with misanthropic ideas of racism. An inhuman
attitude towards the peace-loving populace and a desire for personal gain are instilled in service-
men with particular insistence. The results of such an *“upbringing” were clearly manifested in
the behavior of the American military clique in Vietnam, whose atrocities exceeded even those
of the Hitierites.

Socialist armies are the exact opposite of imperialist armies. The former
are armies of a new type. They are copies of the socialist system, an embodi-
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ment of its characteristic features and historical advantages over the capitalist
system. The armies of the socialist and capitalist states are separated by a gulf
as wide as that which lies between socialism and capitalism. Socialist armies
are truly peoples’ armies in which are realized the union of the working class
and the peasants, the moral and political unity of the society, the friendship
of peoples, their socialist patriotism and internationalism, the common aims
of the socialist countries in their struggle against imperialist aggression, and
military cooperation with fraternal armies.

‘Whereas the armies of the capitalist states serve as an instrument of
aggression and attack on other peoples, the armed forces of the USSR and
other countries of the socialist system threaten no one and exist only for the
purpose of ensuring the security of their states and the peaceful development
of socialism and communism. They are the most important factor for the
preservation of peace in the whole world.

The Soviet Army, born of the Great October Socialist Revolution, is a
striking example of the embodiment of these characteristics and features of
the new type of army. The heroic course of the struggle and victory of the
Soviet Armed Forces is an historical affirmation of the correctness of the
Marxist-Leninist tenet that socialism is superior to capitalism and that it
produces a higher military organization.

With the birth of the Soviet Armed Forces, there appeared in the world’s
historical arena a socialist army of unprecedented features and strength. Thus
began a new phase in military history, a new and higher stage in the evoiution
of military theory and practice.

V. I. Lenin in a comprehensive and concrete fashion related the Marxist-
Leninist doctrine of war and the army to military science, and military affairs,
the practice of armed combat, and the implementation of the military policy
of the Soviet State. He imbued the tenets of this doctrine in them so compre-
hensively and deeply that our military policy acquired an unprecedented
scope. All this provided the Party and the people with a knowledge of the
principles of organizing and waging war in defense of the socialist Father-
land, and an understanding of the most important factors of victory in this
war.

The historical superiority of the military organization of socialism over
that of capitalism consists primarily in the fact that the main, leading, con-
trolling, and organizing force in a socialist army is the Marxist-Leninist
Party. It ensures the monolithic nnity of the army, controls its activities,
unites the personnel, and mobilizes them for the fulfillment of tasks of
strengthening the fighting power and combat readiness of the forces.

The CPSU led and directed the scientific and technical revolution in our
country, including also the revolution in military affairs. This was of tremen-
dous importance in ensuring the military superiority of socialism over capi-
talism within a short historical period, and it also had a decisive influence
on the creative development of Marxist-Leninist military thought and the
evolution of military science and doctrine.

Thus, the doctrine of the army, like the doctrine of war, is a guiding
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I principic ..t action in the successful solution of modern military problems.
The Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the army, creatively developed by
our Party, provides a means of reliably forecasting trends in the field of
military affairs. It scientifically determines the possible nature of wars of the
present age, indicates the principal weapons and the means of waging such
wars, the conditions of their course and outcome, i.e., it provides the answer
to the question, for what sort of war should we be prepared, and what
resources are needed to destroy an imperialist aggressor?

The CPSU, as the controlling force of our society, derives the fundamental
and ideoiogical prerequisites for the elaboration of its policy in the military
field from the Marxist-Leninist theory of war and the zrmy. On the basis of
this doctrine it works out a scientific approach to an explanation of the
political content of a given war and army. Here the Party is guided by the
Leninist principles of concreteness in determining the objective tasks and
ciass goals of the warring sides in an age of crumbling capitalism and transi-
tion to socialism. Thus is determined the political policy for the conduct of
the working class in all types of wars and in each of them separately, primar-
ily in revolutionary wars and wars of liberation of our own times, particularly
wars in defense of the socialist Fatherland.

In the just wars in defense of the socialist Fatherland during the period of
the Civil War and the foreign military intervention, aid in the Great Patriotic
War as well, the great Leninist Party was the inspirer and organizer of our
victory over the enemy. The Communist Party and the Soviet State achieved
an outstanding victory because they relied on the knowledge and application
; of the objective laws of the evolution of scciety and the laws of modern
warfare revealed by Marxism-Leninism. The Leninist policy of the CPSU
was, and still is, the vital basis of the activities of our Armed Forces and the
guarantee of their victory over any aggressor.

The Soviet people, guided by the fundamental tenets of Marxism-Leninism
on war and the army, have been victorious in all their wars against imperialist
forces. This doctrine is the ideological foundation of modern military theory
and practice. Its theses embody the incomparable experience of the political
struggle, the military policy, and the richest experience of the armed struggle
of the Soviet people under the leadership of the Communist Party. Our Party
devotes considerabie attention to the continuing theoretical elaboration of the
doctrine of war and the army, to further detailed analysis and development
of Lenin’s heritage of military theory as it applies to the tasks, conditions and
special features of our times, having regard to the achievements of social,
scientific and technical progress.

SOVIET MILITARY SCIENCE

Soviet military science is a unified system of knowledge about preparation
for, and waging of, war in the interests of the defense of the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries agzinst imperialist aggression. Its functions
include:
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—the discovery and study of objective laws of armed combat;

—the development of methods and forms of warfare for the achievement
of victory over the enemy on the basis of a knowledge of the above laws;

—the elaboration of problems and method: of preparing the country’s
territory and the Armed Forces for war, and cc mprehensive support for the
struggle in the economic, political, moral, logistic, scientific and other
sectors;

—the elaboration of principles of troop organization, training, and educa-
tion in accordance with the requirements of modern warfare;

—the development of a method of military science as a whole, its general
theory, the theory of military art, the military technical sciences, and its other
parts and branches.

Thus, by Soviet military science is meant the aggregate of diverse material
and psychological phenomena of armed combat being studied and analyzed
for the purpose of elaborating practical recemmendations for the achieve-
ment of victory in war. Armed combat, the chief ingredient of war, is,
therefore, the principal research subject of contemporary Soviet military
science.

Soviet military science differs fundamentally from bourgeois military sci-
ence by its class and Party nature, since it was formed by the socialist social
and state system and serves the workers’ interests. For the first time in
history, a military science has emerged which teaches how to utilize the
means of armed combat in the fundamental interests of workers who have
broken the shackles of the exploiting system. It is this which forms the
background of the social, economic and political principles of Soviet military
science, its Party commitment and progressive character.

The creator of the Soviet State and its Armed Forces, V. 1. Lenin, only days
after the October victery, pointed out that “without science it is impossible
to form a modern army. . . .” * Calling on all our personnel to utilize all the
achievements of bourgeois military theory in the study of military science,
he emphasized at the same time that Marxists must be able to reject its
reactionary tendencies in interpreting particular factors and events. V. L.
Lenin provided a thoroughly reasoned substantiation of the most general
laws of modern armed combat, and thus laid the cornerstones of Soviet
military science.

In all its conclusions Soviet military science gives ample consideration to
those advanteges which a progressive socialist social and state system affords
our Armed Forces. The high moral fiber which is characteristic of the Soviet
people and the fighting men of its Armed Forces has a direct influence on
the development of Soviet military science. . . . For the first time in the
history of world conflict,” indicated Lenin, “elements have come into the
army which are not characterized by bureaucratic knowledge, but which are
guided by the ideas of fighting for the liberation of the exploited.” * Thanks

' Lenin, XL, 183.
* Lenin, XXXV, 270.
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to this, Soviet military science is abie to enrich its principles and conclusions
by new data to a much greater extent than the military science of bourgeois
states.

Let us take, for example, the history of the development of Soviet military art, which is the
most important component of military science. The training by the Communist Party of new
command cadres of the Soviet Armed Forces from among the people placed its stamp upon all
spheres of Soviet military art. M. V. Frunze observed that, “‘the Red commanders introduced
courage, initiative and resoluteness into the army . . . these characteristics of maneuverability,
rescluteness, and offensive spirit were associated not only with the objective conditions of
military operations, which no one denies, but with the fact that there were elements at the head
of the Red Army imbued with the active ideology of the working class.” '°

The command cadres, brought up by the Party on the ideas of Marxi»m-Leninism, displayed
a profoundly creative approach to the solution of complex questions related to the organization
of operations and battles during World War I1. During this period Soviet military art discovered
the most expedient tactical means of breaching the enemy’s deeply echeloned defense. Offensive
operations involved a variety of powerful deep strikes which, after the enemy’s defense had been
broken by mobile striking forces, were rapidly developed, leading either to encirclement and
‘complete liquidation of large groups of enemy forces, or to their rout and pursuit in depth.

In the postwar period, the progressive, creative nature of Soviet military
science was manifested in its solution of the question of missiles as the
principal means of delivering nuclear payloads to their targets, and develop-
ment and use of nuclear missiles both on a tactical and a strategic scale. The
Soviet Union was the first country in the world to produce an intercontinental
ballistic missile which could reach any region or point on the globe.

In accordance with the requirements of creative Marxism-Leninism, Soviet
military science has waged, and still continues to wage, an irreconcilable
struggle against all and every canon of subjectivism and voluntarism which
inhibits the progress of military science. It spoke out resolutely against the
generally-accepted views of bourgeois theoreticians claiming that military art
was simply a matter of strategy and tactics, and created the theory of opera-
tional art.

Dogmatsi.;, which is manifest in a number of works by bourgeois military
experts assaiii:g any kind of revision of “traditional” views on the fundamen-
tal elements of military art, particularly the principals of strategy, is abso-
lutely foreign to Soviet military science. Unlike the bourgeois interpretation
of the principles of military art as always being immutable, regardless of the
concrete historical conditions of the conduct of armed comnbat, Soviet mili-
tary science, in conformity with the requirements of the dialectical method,
considers that the principles of military art change as the objective conditions
of armed combat change. Moreover, the selfsame principles, which are appar-
ently formed in a similar manner for different historical conditions, are al-
ways imbued with a specific content which corresponds to the new situation.

It would, however, be a serious error to take a negative view of all the theoretical conclusions
of bourgeois military science. Decaying capitalism still possesses certain resources. Resisting the
victorious progress of socialism, it spares no resources for the arms race and the development

* Frunze, p. 92.
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of military science. Bourgeois military theoreticians carefully analyze the experience of past
wars, including the combat operations of the Soviet Armed Forces.

The leading military experts of the western powers try to compensate for the weaknesses of
their military organizations which stem from the defects of the capitalist system itself, in
particular an insufficient!y high level of moral potential, by stepping up the equipment of their
armies and navies with modern weaponry and equipment and by thorough military and technical
training of their forces. Therefore, in not overestimating bourgeois military science, it is, at the
same time, essential not to underestimate it. The behavior of an army which is not trained to
use all the types of weapons, all the combat resources and methods which an enemy has or may
have, is unwise or even criminal, as Lenin pointed out. “The greatest danger in war . . . is
to underestimate the enemy and to reassure ourselves that we are stronger.” ' These state-
ments of Lenin have always been and will continue tc be fundamental to Soviet military
science.

Historical experience teaches that the most realistic criteria of the effi-
ciency of military science and the correctness of its conclusions are the
ultimate results of the war. The victories of the Soviet Armed Forces over
the enemies of our Motherland in the Civil War and the Great Patriotic War
are convincing evidence of the advanced nature of Soviet military science.

Modern Soviet military science includes the following principal parts and
branches:

—the general theory (general principles) of military science;

—the theory of military art;

—the theory of training and education;

—the science of military history;

—military administration;'

—military geography;

—military technical sciences.

The general theory of military science. As we know, Marxism-Leninism
considers science as a complex product of knowledge and, at the same time,
as a process of knowledge, which is developing on the basis of the social
practice of people. Science recognizes, firstly, demonstrated facts, knowledge
of facts and phenomena of reality; secondly, knowledge of internal necessary
relationships of phenomena and processes formulated as laws, arguments and
principles; thirdly, various scientific conjectures based on a combination of
many facts and previously discovered laws, which may be either confirmed
and proved, or, conversely, refuted by the future development of science.

In each science there is a general theory, conclusions and instructions
formed on the basis of known and demonstrated facts and laws, their philo-
sophical interpretation and ideological theoretical principles, which guide the
development of a given science.

These general propositions of Marxism-Leninism, which characterize sci-
ence in general and its categories, are wholly applicable to Soviet military
science and form the basis of its methodology. The fundamental importance
of these propositions for Soviet military science has been confirmed by the

" Lenin, XLI, 144.

'? More recently, this discipline has been described as the theory of the development and
organization of the armed forces and their command and control.
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entire course of its formation and development, including also its general
theory, which analyzes and sets out the principal ideologica! and theoretical
elements of military science and interrelates all its divisions, branches and
aspects.

The general theory of Soviet military science contains conclusions and
principles derived froni an analysis of known and proven facts, discovered
laws, their philosophical interpretation and theoretical principles, which
serve as the basis for the future development of mlitary science in the light
of the requirements of modern warfare. The purpose of general theory is to
study contemporary armed combat as a whole, to substantiate scientifically
the most important, fundamental tenets of military theory in conformity with
the overall progress in science and technology and of military science, which
is developing on this basis, and to determine the development tasks and
tendencies which these present. General theory makes it possible to establish
and investigate new relationships between all the parts and branches of
military science which reflect their qualitative changes.

One of the most characteristic processes of the present-day development of scientific knowledge
is the rapid growth of ihe sciences, the widening of their scope, and their incorporation of an
increasing number of new fields of objective reality. Another quite regular phenomenon is the
process of differentiation of the sciences, their separation into relatively independent fields of
individual branches of knowledge, retaining at the same time their connection with that basic
theory from which they separated and forming with it a single system. Sciences are also
integrating. Similar processes are observed in literally all fields of knowledge. The natural
sciences, physics, biology and chemistry, are developing especially rapidly. The social sciences,
in response to the practical requirements of the reorganization of society, are also being enriched.
Military science is also undergoing a transformation, a fact which confirms the need for the
existence of a general theory, which is of gnosiological value, since it determines the possibility
of the future development of military science and the interpretation of its subject and content
under new conditions.

The development and unfolding of new branches of science takes place within the framework
of the overall system of knowledge on the basis of common leading theories, which determine
the direction of evolution of a given field of knowledge. It is from this point of view that there
is a need to reveal the content of the general theory of military science.

The general theory of Soviet military science, explaining the objective laws
of armed combat, determines the entire system of military knowledge as a
single structure of military science in which all its constituent branches and
disciplines are engaged in the investigation of specific, relatively independent
military fields (armed combat), retaining at the same time a clearly defined
interdependence and joint subordination. It is precisely through the totality
of interrelated and interdependent military disciplines that the general theory
of military knowledge studies the subject which is common to them all—
armed combat—as the only regular process.

The rapid progress in science and technology, the intensive differentiation
and integration of knowledge associated with it, the appearance of new
scientific disciplines, the complication of the content of military science as a
whole, and the enlargement of its scope emphasize the fact that there is an
acute need to combine the conclusions and principles characteristic of differ-
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ent military disciplines within the framework of a unified general theory of
armed combat, or, in other words, within the general principles of Soviet
military science. A general theory evolved in this way provides the basic
arguments which serve as guides for all the components of military science.
Forming the general theoretical basis of the entire structure of military
science, it relates all its parts and branches to a single system.

Questions related to the study of the objective laws of armed combat
occupy an important place in the general theory of military science. At the
same time, the general theory of military science proceeds from the Marxist-
Leninist argument that there are objective laws of armed combat which do
not depend upon human consciousness and will, and that the principles of
military science are simply the theoretical comprehension and expression of
these objective laws. This theoretical expression of the objective laws of
armed combat is also provided for in military science, primarily by its general
theory, whose function it is to reveal and study them.

In studying the nature and character of armed combat, Soviet military
science assumes that armed combat as a whole, campaigns, operations, bat-
tles and engagements are subject to scientific study and generalization and
that they are not subjects in which blind impulse and chance predominate.
Historical experience shows that the development of modes and forms of
armed combat and the processes of waging it do not occur haphazardly, but
regularly, and that they are subject to a specific order. These laws reflect the
objective processes which occur in war. They have objective causes which
arise as a result of the interaction of the various material, moral and political
conditicns and circumstances of which armed combat is composed.

The laws may be of a general nature and affect all the spheres and fields
of armed combat. Thus, the laws of historical materialism show that the
development of military science depends on the social and economic condi-
tions and the spiritual life of the society. These laws are {undamental to
military science. At the same time, armed combat is characterized by specific
laws which arise out of its dependence on the general and material conditions
and results of the interaction of the various causes and circumstances inher-
ent in armed combat itself. These laws are very important for military sci-
ence, since it is through them that the specific features of military phenomena
are revealed.

Military science formulates in laws its most important principles and
generalizations, which are the theoretical expression of the objective laws of
armed combat. These laws express the inner, analytically established, recur-
ring, objective, essential connections and relationships of the phenomena and
processes of armed combat. Let us take, for example, the law which deter-
mines the influence of politics on armed combat and its methods and forms.
This clearly reflects these essential connections and relationships which are
being constantly confirmed by military history. The same can be said about
such laws as the law determining the influence of the means of armed combat
on its course and outcome, the law determining the correlation of the forces
of the warring sides in general, and the law determining the concentration

52




of superior forces and resources at the required time in a decisive direction,
ete.

The law determining the influence of strategy on operational art and tactics
presents a particular contrast in its dialectics for modern conditions. For-
merly this law found expression only in the fact that the endeavors and aims
of tactics had to be commensurate with the dictates of strategy, which it
served. The achievement of specific tactical results was important not in
itself, but only to the extent that they conformed to strategy. At the same
time, a strategic result was achieved through the accumulation of definite
tactical and operational results which contributed and conformed to the
overall strategic plan. A similar regular relationship applies today, but with
one vital modification engendered by the modern development of weaponry.
Now strategy can achieve its objectives, not only through a combination of
tactical and operational results, but directly.

These and other laws of armed combat, learned during the course of historical experience,
are evidence of their major role i the formation of specific theses, principles and rules of military
science, including the theory of military art. New theses and principles are subsequently used
as a basis for elaborating given methods and forms of armed combat.

The laws of armed combat are not eternal and immutable; they are transformed during the
course of historical evolution. Confirmation of this is afforded by the above example of the
interdependence of strategy, operational art, and tactics. Military science investigates the content
and manifestation of given laws in the light of history and demonstrates that, concurrently with
the more general laws inherent in armed combat, each specific age and war, like a specific
phenomenon of social life in general, is characterized by its own objective laws.

Nuclear missile warfare inevitably generates its own laws, substantially different from earlier
concepts of armed combat, even as recent as those of World War II. This applies both to the
general characteristics of armed combat, its scale and the means of conducting warfare, and to
the special features of conducting operations and fighting battles, attack and defense. The
conditions and forms of cooperation, control, combat and operational support are undergoing
qualitative changes. The significance of the time and space factor in all measurements—tactical,
operational, and strategic—is undergoing drastic changes, a fact which is reflected primarily in
the methods and forms of armed combat and, thus, finds expression in new objective laws of
armed combat.

Thus, the general theory of military science has the task of investigating
and determining both general and specific laws of armed combat, of establish-
ing on the basis of knowledge of objective laws the factors which determine
the achievement of victory. In conformity with this, it selects the principal
trend in the elaboration of general problems of military science, the nature
of the investigation of these problems for all its components; it establishes
their interrelationship and interdependence, and formulates its general
principles.

It studies in general terms the means and possibilities of armed combat,
its conditions and special features; it examines the economic, moral and
strictly military factors which influence the character, course and outcome
of an armed struggle, and at the same time determines the general guidelines
to be followed in the investigation and utilization of economic, moral and
military potential for the purpose of achieving victory over the enemy.

Calculation of the economic potential of the warring sides is based on
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specific Marxist-Leninist principles of the determining role in armed combat
of objective material conditions and the methods of producing material
wealth, on the indisputable conclusion of Marxism-Leninism that in modern
warfare, all other conditions of the struggle being equal, the political and
economic organization of society and the level of their development are of
decisive importance.

By the economic potential of the country is understood the total combined
economic resources of the state. The level of the economic potential of a given
country always depends on the social and state system, the specific quantita-
tive and qualitative indices of the achievements of industrial production and
the national economy as a whole.

The calculation of the economic potential of the Homeland and that of the
enemy in the interests of war and the development of military science has
many aspects. The general theory of military science is concerned primarily
with questions relating to the dependence of present-day armed combat on
the economic potential of states. However, unlike strategy, which examines
specific indices of the economic potential of one’s own country and enemy
countries as they apply to the conditions and methods of waging war, general
theory reveals the most general objective laws ir: this field and formulates the
most general principles of the utilization of material resources and the influ-
ence of the economic factor on the course and ovtcome of an armed struggle.
It examines the interrelationship of economic potential with military and
moral potential, and the general principles of determining thie requirements
of the armed forces for material and technical resources.

It can be asserted that the increasing importarce of economic problems in
military science, armed combat, and war on th: whole, has created a need
to develop a special theory of military economics within the framework of
military science.

The strategic leadership, relying on the fundamental principles of the
general theory of military science as they affect these questions, takes specific
account of the economic potential of the home country and the enemy in the
planning, preparation and waging of a war and its campaigns.

The determining role of objective and material conditions in the course and
outcome of an armed conflict is paralleled by the important role played by
the conscientiousness, good organization of and attitude towards the war of
the popular masses, and the morale of the armed forces, i.e., by the total
combined moral resources, or that which is implicit in the term moral poten-
tial. Essentially, the study of phenomena in this field consists in revealing the
objective laws which operate here and which determine the general effect of
moral values on the fighting qualities of the armed forces, the preparation and
conduct of military operations and armed combat as a whole, also possible
ways, methods and forms of reinforcing and raising the merale of one's own
forces and of undermining the morale of the enemy forces.

Moral potential in war expresses the ability of a country, its people and
armed forces to endure and overcome, in terms of their morale, all the
distress and tension of war until complete victory is achieved. Much depends
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on the level of a country’s moral potential: whether it will win victory in war,
or whether it will endure defeat. This same level depends primarily on the
attitude of the broad working masses towards the existing social and state
system, the politics of the state, the aims of the war, the degree of patriotism
of the popular masses, their general culture, awareness of social duty, and the
character of their historically formed traditions.

Soviet military science, guided by Marxism-Leninism, considers that the
just, liberating nature of war aims unites the people and the armed forces,
inspires them to fight heroically, and creates the most favorable conditions
for the achievement of victory.

However, even under the most favorable conditions, morale is not created
by itself. The high moral potential of our country and the high morale of the
troops who wage war depends upon the continuous systecmatic organizational
and political-educational work of the Party, the various mass organizations,
state bodies, and our military personnel. In the words of V. 1. Lenin: “Only
... provided there is superb organizaiion can our moral strength be converted
into material strength.” '3

The importance of the moral and political factor is even greater under the
conditions of modern warfare. The possible use of new weaponry, the compli-
cation of methods and forms of combat, and the increased scale of military
operations demand very high moral qualities, both on the part of the troops
directly involved in combat operations and on the part of the entire popula-
tion of the country.

By correctly evaluating the importance of the moral and political factor
in war and formulating general principles which express the influence of th <
factor on the course of an armed struggle, the general theory of military
science assists the strategic leadership to practicably utilize the moral poten-
tial of its country and to get to know the enemy in this connection when
planning, preparing and waging campaigns and war as a whole.

The Party-political work is the most important means of developing,
strengthening and maintaining a high standard of morale, communist aware-
ness, tenacity and discipline in the forces. It ensures the transformation of
the moral potential of the armed forces into one of the decisive factors of
victory.

In addition to the analysis of problems relating to the role and importance
of economic and moral factors, general theory is concerned with the detailed
study of questions of war potential. By war potential is meant the military
resources of the state, its ability to maintain fully up-to-date armed forces
equipped with all that is needed for the successful prosecution of any war,
including a nuclear missile war, and the achievement of victory over a power-
ful enemy.

The military potential of a country in this age is determined primarily by
the firepower of its armed forces, equipped with nuclear missiles, and the
quality and combat readiness of its armed forces.

" Lenin, 1X, 246.




Military potential should also take into account the degree of training and
preparedness of the reserves and call-up contingents, as well as the availabil-
ity of war reserves of material resources, and the time it would take to
mobilize, concentrate and prepare them for war. Other factors taken into
consideration include the number and quality of command personnel, both
active service and reserve, the stage of development and general status of
military science and technology, and several other factors associated with the
requirements of modern warfare.

It is of primary importance for the general theory of military science to
take into account and elaborate all the aspects and elements of war potential
which are directly related to the state and development of the armed forces,
future trends in military development based on the achievements of science
and technology, as well as existing progressive trends, the rapid development
and assimilation of new equipment by the armed forces, and the elaboration
of methods and forms of modern armed combat.

Considering the ratio and interdependence of economic, moral, and mili-
tary potential, the general theory emphasizes that the technical-economic
and moral-political resources of a given state are undoubtedly determining
factors as regards its war resources. These resources can be correctly evalu-
ated only if the economic and moral potentials of the country, as well as those
of the armed forces, are envisaged in detail.

The study of the various factors which influence the course and outcome
of a war occupies an important place in the general theory of military science.
Soviet military science, in its detailed study of all the factors in the aggregate,
examines with special care and attention strictly military factors, such as the
technical level of all the Services of the Armed Forces and their branches,
the military and technical background of military personnel, their opera-
tional and tactical training, the combat training and military proficiency of
the forces, the ability of military personnel to solve questions relating to the
organization and conduct of war independently and constructively, knowl-
edge of the enemy’s resources and combat methods, the ability to display
intelligent initiative, to act in accordauce with the requirements of specific
circumstances, and to act positively and resolutely.

In the calculation and elaboration of military factors, the general theory
of military science proceeds from the characteristic features of present-day
armed combat. These include the following:

—the active participation of the entire population in wars; the mabilization
and utilization of all the economic, moral, political and strictly military
resources of the country in the interests of achieving victory;

—maximum intensity of armed combat, which is waged on a high techni-
cal level (missiles with nuclear payloads, fully motorized and mechanized
forces, extensive use of radio-electronics and other modern technology);

—resolutions of the aims, methods and forms of military operations and
the conduct of war as a whole;

—measures to combat lack of originality, sketchiness and dogmatism in
conducting military operations; continuing awareness of the influence of new
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technical means of combat upon the character of operations and warfare; a
scientific approach to troop control, the selection of methods and forms
of armed combat, and a rational combinatior of them, depending on the
circumstances.

One of the most important tasks of the general theory of military science
is to examine the system of disciplines of which military science is made up
and to determine their interrelationships, interdependence and mutnal subor-
dination. It is general theory that makes it possible to relate all the disciplines
comprising military science into a single complex and to identify those which
are key disciplines and which determine, by their content, all the remaining
ones. Thus, general theory indicates that military a 't cccupies a key position
in the system of disciplines which comprise military science. It reflects the
ever-increasing role of the military technical sciences as fundamental to the
development of the theory ot military science in general, and military art in
particular, it correctly evaluates the importance of the science of military
history under present conditions. Although still an important factor in the
development of military thinking and the disclosure of objective laws of the
most consistent phenomena of armed combat, military history today, to a
lesser degree than in the past, by virtue of the changed conditions of armed
combat, can serve as a direct source of the development of contemporary
military theory.

To a much greater extent than in all the preceding eras, the !~vel of
industrial production, tiie state of, and trends in, scientific and technical
progress serve as contemporary sources for the development of military
theory. Historical experience, as well as the experience of contemporary
military conflicts of a local nature, which occur in the interval between world
wars, is also important to the extent of its value as a perpetual reference.

General theory determines the subject of military science and establishes
the classification of military knowledge of which it is composed.

The theory of military art, as the most important element of Soviet military
science, studies and elaborates actual methods and forms of armed combat.
It represents a complex of direct military disciplines, which, like all the
remaining branches of military science, is constantly changing and being
creatively enriched.

The theory of military art consists of strategy, operational art, and tactics,
each of which represents a whole field of scientific knowledge. Strategy,
operational art, and tactics are interrelated, interdependent and supplement
each other. Among these, strategy plays the predominant role.

The military art of the Services of the Armed Forces, based on a single
military strategy, common to all of the armed forces, incorporates the opera-
tional art and tactics of these Services of the Armed Forces.

Strategy is a division of military art which investigates the principles of
preparing for, and waging, war as a whole, and its campaigns. Essentially it
is a direct instrument of politics. Politics plays a leading and guiding role in
relation to strategy.

Strategy is common to and unified for all branches of the country’s Ser-
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vices, since war is waged, not by any one Service or branch of the Armed
Forces, but by their combined efforts. The coordination of the actions of all
Services of the Armed Forces in warfare is only possible within the frame-
work of a unified military strategy.

Like other bra.iches of military art and military science as a whole, strategy
has two aspects: general theoretical and applied. The subjects examined in
the general theoretical aspect, which can be called the general theoretical
principles of strategy, are: the principles of strategy; the theoretical principles
of war planning; the Services of the Armed Forces as strategic categories,
their characteristics and use in armed combat; methods and forms of armed
combat on a strategic scale; the general principles of logistical support for the
armed forces; the general principles of troop control on strategic scales; the
principles of strategic preparation of the country’s territory and combat
theaters for war.

Applied strategy is concerned with the elaboration of specific questions
relating to the immediate preparation for, and carrying out of, a strategic
attack, strategic defense and other types of military operations on a strategic
scale, and the associated logistic support, specific questions relating to the
control of strategic groups of forces, and of the armed forces as a whole.

Operational art is that part of military art concerned with the fundamen-
tals of preparing and conducting operations involving operational formations
of the armed forces on land, at sea and in the air in accordance with overall
strategic designs and plans.

The general theoretical side of operational art (the theoretical principles
of operational art) is concerned with the study of the nature, principles and
rules of preparing for, and conducting modern operations; the organization,
qualities and potential of operational formations; methods and forms of using
operational formations under different conditions and for different purposes;
methods and forms of preparing and conducting different types of operations;
the fundamentals of operational support; the fundamentals of troop control
in operations; and the fundamentals of logistic support of forces engaged in
operations (theory of operational rear services).

The applied side of operational art is concerned with specific questions of
preparing and conducting various operations (front and army operations, and
also, on their own scale, local operations by all the Services of the Armed
Forces). Applied operational art also elaborates in concrete form questions
relating to operational and logistic support, as well as organizational control.

The operational art of the Strategic Rocket Forces, the Ground Forces, the
Navy, the Air Force and the National Air Defense Forces is concerned with
questions of conducting operations in their respective spheres of action.

Tactics 1s that part of military art which is directly concerned with the
fundamentals of preparing for, and conducting, combat operations by subu-
nits, units, and formations of all the branches and Services of the Armed
Forces on land, in the air and at sea.

Tactics is subdivided into general tactics and the tactics of Services of the
Armed Forces. The branches and Services also have their own tactics. There
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are tactics for the motorized rifle troops, the artillery, the armored troops,
the engineers, the signal troops, the rear services, etc.

The general theoretical side of tactics is concerned with: the characteristic
features of modern combat operations, the principles and rules of preparing
for and fighting modern combined arms actions, and actions involving
branches and Services; the organization, qualities, and combat potential of
tactical formations, units and subunits; the fundamentals of preparing,
fighting and supporting different kinds of action.

Applied tactics deals with specific questions of preparing and conducting
offensive and defensive actions, and other combat actions at a tactical scale
under various conditions, supporting such actions and controlling the forces
involved.

The theory of training and educating the forces (military pedagogy) is a
component part of military science that is concerned with the development
of scientific methods and forms of training and educating armed forces
personnel, methods and forms of training subunits, units, and formations,
also headquarters staff and senior officers.

Military pedagogy is of particular importance under present-day condi-
tions.' This is because the methods and forms of combat operations, the
organization and technical equipment of the forces have become extremely
complicated. Armed forces can be prepared for the conduct of military action
in a future war only on a strictly scientific basis, which is the theory and
education of troops. '

Military pedagogy covers the training and education of personnel actually
in the forces as well as those in secondary and higher military training
establishments. In the system of military science it is related most closely to
military art.

The science of military history is a component part of Soviet military
science. Like other branches of Soviet military science it is based on Marxist-
Leninist methodology, which affords a genuinely scientific, dialectic-materi-
alistic interpretation of the objective laws of military history and the develop-
ment of military science. '

The science of military history, being closely related to general history and
historiography, examines the history of wars, military science and, in particu-
lar, military art, the history of armed forces, questions of military historiogra-
phy, and the scientific description of military source material.

The history of wars is the factual basis of military history. It is not limited
to the chronology of military events, but incorporates both a description of
wars as a whole and their campaigns and operations, and derives from their
experience the conclusions and generalizations needed for military science.

The history of military science, including the history of military art, exam-
ines the objective laws of their development in the general process of military
history, relying upon the most significant, typical phenomena and events,
which disclose important aspects of the state of military science and military
art characteristic of a given age.

“ For more details about this see the following section.
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The history of armed forces defines the objective laws of their development
as a whole and of all branches of the forces separately. It incorporates: the
history of the branches—the infantry, artillery, armored troops, special
troops, etc.; the history of military units, formations and strategic formations
—regiments, ships, divisicns, corps, fleets, and armies; the history of arms
and military equipment, miiitary communications, rear services, etc.

Military historiogrephy, a part of the science of military history, studies the
development of military historical knowledge by individual periods and
countries, and also as problems and individual questions of military history.

The Study of military source material is concerned with the study, classifi-
cation and description of various historical military documents and evidence,
materials and archives. These are used to reconstruct the history of wars,
military science, armed forces, armaments, military equipment and military
historiography.

Military administration, a branch of military science, elaborates the gen-
eral scientific principles of the structure and organization of the armed forces
as a whole and questions relating to the organization of their component
parts: The Services of the Armed Forces, branches, and formations, depend-
ing on the methods and forms of armed combat and, primarily, on the
requirements of military art.

The chief problems with which military administration is concerned are:
the study of questions of armed forces organization and military administra-
tion, the fundamentals of recruitment and fulfillment of military service by
all categories of servicemen, legal standards; the organization of the daily life
of the forces and service routine, mobilization and demobilization of the
army, unit administration and services, etc.

Defining the scientific principles of troop control, mllltary administration
examines the following fundamental questions: forms of control (unity of
command, collective decision making); methods of control (centralized, de-
centralized and mixed) and their relationship; forms of subordination (direct,
immediate and operational).

Due to the increasing importance of control problems there has developed
a need to isolate and develop an independent theory of troop control within
the framework of military science.

Military geography is the branch of military science concerned with the
study of the present state of the political, economic, natural, and military
characteristics of different countries, theaters of war and individual regions
from the point of view of their influence on preparations for, and conduct of,
military operations and war as a whole.

Military geography consists of two principal sections: area studies, and the
description of theaters of war. The conclusions and generalizations of mili-
tary geography are used by all the component parts of military science.

The system of knowledge comprising military science also incorporates a
large group of military technical sciences, including those connected with the
design, production and use of nuclear weapons; the military aviation sciences
concerned with aircraft construction and the exploitation of aviation equip-
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inent; the tank and motor vehicle branches concerned with the production,
operation, and repair of armored and motor transport equipment; naval
technical sciences related to naval shipbuilding and navigation, military com-
munications, especially electrical engineering, radar and other military tech-
nical sciences based on electronics; military cybernetics, etc.

Each of these groups of military technical sciences contains a whole series
of special branches and disciplines. Thus, for example, the artillery sciences,
in addition to their other disciplines, include the fundamentals of the working
principles and design of equipment, internai and external ballistics, etc.

The military sciences also include military topography, which concerns
itself with the fundamentals of topography and ground features for combat
operational purposes, various methods of surveying terrain, the preparation
of maps and plans, and the fundamentals of topographical support for forces
in action. Military geodetic surveying is developing on an increasingly large
scale on account of the entry of new means of armed combat into the forces’
inventory.

As a result of the scientific and technical revolution, including the revolu-
tion in military matters, there has been an upsurge of dynamism in the
development of military science, not only because it has benefitted from the
latest technological achievements, but on account of the introduction into the
military field of mathematical methods of research and calculation,
the achievements of cybernetics, bionics and other recent developments in
modern science.

SOVIET M.  TARY DOCTRINE

The leading role in the creative development of our military thinking, as
in all military development, is played by the Communist Party. It is also
clearly manifested in the elaboration and implementation of contemporary
Soviet military doctrine. This is associated primarily with the scientific deter-
mination and correct calculation of the characteristic featurcs and singulari-
ties of the present stage of world development, which have resulted in a
radical change in the military-political and strategic positions of the USSR.
Of cardinal importance in this connection are the following vital principles
and conclusions concerning: the decisive role of the world socialist system in,
and its influence on, the course of social development in the present historical
age; imperialism as a source of aggressive wars; the nature and types of wars
of the present age and the attitude of socialist countries towards them; the
social-political and class nature of a possible world nuclear missile war, and
also the factors which determine the course and outcome of a war, and the
inevitable victory of the socialist coalition in a war against the imperialist
bloc; the present-day functions of the socialist state and its armed forces on
national and international scales; revolutionary changes in military matters
based on rapid social, scientific and technical progress.

The problem of a military doctrine proper, which would conform to the
present-day conditions of development of the Soviet State, was resolved on
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the basis of these conclusicns under the leadership of the Party. And such
a doctrine was elaborated. Its importance to our military versonnel is truly
invaluable. Studying Soviet military doctrine and being guided by its princi-
ples in tkeir practical work, they acquire a unified outlook on all the main
problems of modern military matters, and are guided by mandatory princi-
ples and rules which are unified for ever-"one; they see the long-term pros-
pects of military affairs and trends in the . .velopment of military theory and
practice in close unity.

Military doctrine is a state’s system of views and instructions on the
nature of war under specific historical conditions, the definition of the mili-
tary tasks of the state and the armed forces and the principles of their
development, as well as the means and forms of solving all of these tasks,
including armed combat, which stem from the war aims and the social-
economic and military-technical resources of the country.

Military doctrine is elaborated and defined by the state leadership. It
reflects the social-economic, political and historical pecularities of the state
and the nature of its internal and external policies. Each state, in creating its
armed forces, elaborates a definite system of views on military questions, in
accordance with which the armed forces are developed and improved, and
the ccuntry as a whole is prepared for war.

The military doctrine of each state is formulated under the direct influence
of political objectives and views on war, class relationships in the country,
internal and external policies, and economic and military-techuical potential.
However, in the elaboration of their military doctrines, the bourgeois states
are incapable of making an objective calculation of the social structure of
their society and its class composition. They do not have any truly scientific
principles; their methodology reflects their class nature; it is unsound.

Military doctrine has two aspects: the political and the technical. The first
is concerned with the political evaluation of the military tasks of the state.
The second provides answers to questions arising in connection with already
formed or conjectured special features of armed combat in modern warfare;
it determines the military-technical tasks of the armed forces, and the means,
methods and forms of armed combat.

Each of the bourgeois states of today has its own military doctrine, despite
the fact that many of them have common political objectives—forcible sei-
zure of foreign territory and the enslavement of other peoples.

Soviet military doctrine determines the means, ways, and methods of
ensuring the reliable defense of the Soviet Socialist State from imperialist
aggression. It incorporates a comprehensive evaluation of the nature of future
warfare, i.e., its social and political nature, probable methods of waging
armed combat and the appropriate measures which need to be taken to
prepare the armed forces, the people, and the country as a whole to inflict
a crushing defeat upon an aggressor.

Of all the wars which are possible in these times, the most dangerous is
a world nuclear war, which is what the imperialist aggressors, primarily the
USA, are preparing against the socialist community, chiefly against the
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Soviet Union, as the most powerful of the socialist states. Thus, arguments
pertaining to problems of preparing and waging universal nuclear war occupy
the most important place in Soviet military doctrine. Along with this, the
possibility of conducting combat operations with units and subunits and
without nuclear weapons, i.e., by conventional weapons, is also considered.

The principal determining feature of a nuclear war is its class and political
content and the political objectives of the combatants.

From the social and political content of war it follows that in connection
with the disposition of the forces in the international arena, which is already
taking shape, a new world war will be characterized on both sides by a clearly
expressed class and, coupled with that, a coalitional character. In such a war,
the aggressive imperialist bloc will be opposed by a powerful coalition of
countries of the socialist community, welded together by their unity of pur-
pose and community of interests in defending the achievements of socialism.

Contemporary world war is characterized by its vast spatial scope. Armed
combat under conditions of nuclear warfare acquires an intercontinental
character.

From the cardinal features of a possible world war enumerated above, it
follows that changes in the character of modern war and the principal means
of armed combat inevitably entail changes both in the essential nature of
armed combat itself and in the means of waging it, which, of course, is
considered by military doctrine in the most immediate way.

Soviet military doctrine is, therefore, based on a calculation of the political,
economiic, scientific and technical and military factors and military scientific
data. Its principal theses determine the main trend in military development,
and establish a common understanding of the nature of a possible war and
of the tasks involved in defending the state and preparing it to repel imperial-
ist aggression.

Soviet military doctrine expresses the views and directives of the Commu-
nist Party and the Soviet government on all aspects of the vital activity of
tha state in wartime.

Thus, present-day military doctrize is the political policy of the Party and
the Soviet government in the military field. This is an expression of state
military policy, a directive of political strategy—military strategy represent-
ing a true union of politics and science in the interests of the defense of the
country and the whole socialist community against imperialist aggression
Military doctrine is called upon to ensure that all military personnel share
identical views in the solution of present-day military tasks, making the
maximum use of the achievements of science and technology for this purpose,
and that there is full agreement between militacy theory and practice. It
expresses the essence of military policy, has an organizing and mobilizing
effect on the evolution of military theoretical reasoning and the practical side
of military development.

Our military doctrine plays an important role in the struggle against the
reactionary military ideology of imperialism, thereby fulfilling both a na-
tional and an international role.
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Soviet military doctrine takes into consideration cooperation between the
socialist countries in the military field and, at the same time, exerts a definite
influence on the solution of common military problems. In this connection,
it is necessary to emphasize that the military doctrines of the sccialist states
are united on the political side by common ideological principles, whereas on
the technical side there are some differences between them, which reflect the
different levels of development of the resources of these countries and other
special features.

Each socialist country is vitally concerned in the fight to defend the
achievements of socialism against imperialist aggression and consolidate its
defensive power, and each contributes its share to the common cause of
ensuring the security of fraternal countries.

The most powerful socialist country is the Soviet Union. Qur country has
enormous economic and military strength, it has nuclear weapons, and is a
mighty shield standing in the way of imperialist aggression. “The revolution-
ary achievements of our own people and those of other countries would be
threatened,” said the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR, A.
N. Kosygin, at the XXIII Congress of the CPSU, “if they were not directly
or indirectly shielded by the enormous military strength of the countries of
the socialist community, primarily the Soviet Union. And if, from time to
time, the imperialists are fearful of acting as they would like to, it is only
because they are well aware of the risks involved.” '

Soviet military doctrine interacts with military science. On its military
technical side it relies on conclusions and recommendations “selected” by
military science. In turn, doctrine evolved on the basis of military scientific
data has a tremendous organizing and mobilizing effect on the development
of the Armed Forces and all military affairs, it contributes to the preparation
of the state and the Armed Forces to repel a possible attack by an aggressor,
and to the skillful waging of victorious armed combat.

Military science reveals the laws inherent in armed combat and in all
military affairs, and investigates the objective conditions and possibilities of
waging armed combat. Military science covers a much wider range of mili-
tary questions than does the doctrine. It examines al! possible means, meth-
ods and forms of conducting armed combat arising out of the objective
conditions of the evolution of society and the specific historical circum-
stances. But, of all the different questions studied by military science, the
political leadership selects only those which contribute most to the political
aims of war arising out of the political policy being pursued by a given state,
and which also ensure the most successful solution of that state’s military
tasks.

History shows that military doctrine becomes more scientifically sound,
objective and, therefore, more vital, the greater its reliance on the objective
evaluations and conclusions of military science.

' Materialy XX111 s”yezda KPSS [Materials of the XXIII Congress of the CPSU], p. 173.
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There are clear-cut differences between military science and military doctrine. Military sci-
ence, in its development, relies on the analysis of objective laws, which are independent of human
will, and on the practice of armed combat. Military science is the theory of military affairs.
Doctrine, on the other hand, is based on the theoretical data of military science and the political
principles of the state. Science analyzes and reveais objective laws: doctrine rests on the conclu-
sions of science and directly determines the practical side of military development.

The difference between military science and doctrine consists in the fact that doctrine, elabo-
rated and adopted by the state, 1s a unified system of views and a guide to actior, free of any
kind of personal, subjective opinions and evaluations. Science, on the other hand, is character-
ized by controversy. In the system of theories known as military science there may be several
different points of view, diverse scientific concepts, original hypotheses which are not selected
as doctrine for practical application and thus do not acquire the character of official state views
on military questions.

There is also a difference in the effective period of their principles and conclusions, the extent
of their connection with the past and their extension into the future. Science makes a profound
study cf the past, extracting from it all that is valuable and useful for the present and the future.
Doctrine on the other hand, is not concerned with investigating past experience of armed
combat. Military science does this during, and for, it. Doctrinz exists primarily for the present
and the immediate future. It determines the practical tasks of military development for some
relatively limited period. But, during the course of the evolution: of warfare, new conditions and
factors of armed combat emerge and acquire full force, as a result of which the old military
doctrine lags behind practice and it is necessary to replace it with a new one. The duty of science,
on the other hand, is to pave the way for practice and to foresee the course of events.

The interrelationship and interdependence of military science and military
doctrine is also expressed in the extent to which military science correctly
reflects the evolution of military affairs. If military science reflects objective
reality in a distorted fashion, employs faulty methodology, or lags behind
practice, it will inevitably tell on the evolution of military doctrine.

Military doctrine also initeracts with strategy. Strategy as a scientific theory
elaborates the fundamental methods and forms of armed combat on a strate-
gic scale and, at the same time, produces the rilitary guiding principles of
war. The theoretical arguments of strategy influence military doctrine and its
scientific evolution. At the same time, strategy implements doctrine directly,
and is its instrument in the eiaboration of war plans and the preparation of
the country for war. In wartime, military doctrine drops into the background
somewhat, since, in armed combat, we are guided primarily by military-
political and military-strategic considerations, conclusions and generaliza-
tions which stem from the conditions of the specific situation. Consequently,
war, armed combat, is governed by strategy, not doctrine.

Soviet military doctrine is offensive in character. However, the offensive
nature of our doctrine has nothing in common with the aggressiveness and
predatory tendencies of the military doctrine of the USA and its allies, which
reflect the criminal aims of the ruling classes of these countries. The Soviet
Union and other countries of the socialist community do not intend to attack
anyone at all; but, if they are attacked, they will wage the war imposed upon
them by their enemies in the most offensive fashion in order to bring about
the rapid defeat of those enemies.

Soviet miiitary doctrine assigns the decisive role in modern warfare to
nuclear missiles. At the same time, it assumes that, in addition to nuclear
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missile strikes of a strategic and operational-tactical nature, the armed forces
will use conventional weapons. Our doctrine is based on the fact that success
in modern armed combat is achieved not by any particular weapon or fighting
Service, but by the united efforts of all the Services and branches of the
Armed Forces with the Strategic Rocket Forces in the leading role. Only as
a result of carefully organized cooperation, taking into consideration the role,
place, and importance of each Service and branch of the Armed Forces in
a specific situation is it possible to achieve strategic objectives in a war, and
success in battles and operations.

Taking into account the features of modern large-scale armed forces and
their enormously increased fire power, Soviet military doctrine considers that
the organization of the Services and branches of the Armed Forces should
be fairly flexible, and conform to the most diverse conditions of warfare.

A new and important phenomenon in modern war is the problem of the front and rear. The
boundary between the front and the rear is being more and more obliterated and a war can now
start simultaneously at the front and deep in the rear. Targets deep in the rear will probably
be subjected to nuclear missile, chemical, and bacteriological attacks by the enemy’s nuclear
missile and air forces, as well as to conventional air strikes. Airborne landings of enemy forces
may be made in the rear, when, in some cases, large groups of enemy tank and mechanized forces
could break through to the rear. Thus, the rear must be prepared to defend prospective targets
against nuclear missile strikes, to repel attacks by airborne and diversionary detachments, and
to engage enemy groups which have succeeded in breaking through.

Civil defense, which plays a very important role in this connection, is organized in plants,
factories, sovkhozes and kolkhozes in all large cities, towns and villages. Its main tasks are to
provide for the defense of the population against enemy nuclear missile strikes, to neutralize the
after-effects of a nuclear attack rapidly and efficiently, and to facilitate the uninterrupted opera-
tion of the administrative and supply departments of production organizations, as well as to
assist military units in repelling enemy forces which may have penetrated into the rear.

Thus, Soviet military doctrine plays an enormous role in further strength-
ening the defense capacity of our Motherland and that of the entire socialist
community. Its principles have legal force; they govern all the activitics of
our military cadres. Doctrine, however, does not rule out vital organizational
creative work. On the contrary, it provides the essential element that gives
all the work of military cadres its purposeful character, and ensures the unity
of their views and their endeavors to contribute to the steady increase of the
fighting power of the Soviet State and the combat readiness of ils Armed
Forces.

What to Read on This Section

Marksizm-leninizm o voyne i armii [Marxism-Leninism on War and Army],*
Sth edition. Voyenizdat, 1968.

Metodologicheskiye problemy voyennoy teorii i praktiki [Methodological
Problems of Military Theory and Practice]. Voyenizdat, 1969, Ch.XII.

Voyennaya strategiya [Military Strategy], 3rd edition. Voyenizdat, 1968.

Istoriya voyennogo iskusstva [A History of Military Art]. Voyenizdat, 1966.

¢ Available in English, No. I, USAF *“Soviet Military Thought" Series [U.S. Ed.].
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Chapter 4. THE FUNDAMENTALS OF MILITARY
PSYCHOLOGY AND MILITARY PEDAGOGY

The revolution in military affairs, which has radically changed the charac-
ter of modern warfare, has led to a requirement for higher moral and fighting
qualities in members of the Armed Forces, and thereby complicated the task
of teaching and training them.

Military training has now become a very complex and dynamic process.
There is a growing need for greater rapidity and thoroughness in the forma-
tion of the fighting man’s character and the training of personnel of subunits,
units, and ships in their combat, moral-political, and psychological attitudes
toward aggressive action under conditions of modern war. All this can be
achieved only provided the training and education of military personnel is
organized on a scientific basis.

In the system of sciences concerned with ascertaining the objective laws
of training and educating Soviet servicemen, a key role is played by military
psychology and pedagogy.

MILITARY PSYCHOLOGY

Military psychology is a branch of the science of psychology, which is
concerned with the investigation of the objective laws which govern the
formation and manifestation of the fighting man’s personality, as well as the
psychology of the military collective under service and combat conditions,
for the purpose of evolving practical recommendations and generalizations
to assist officers in the training, education, and management of subordinates
and subunits. It also plays a part in several other sectors of Armed Forces
development, including the design and improvement of equipment and weap-
ons in terms of the fighting man’s potential, the establishment of an optimal
system of personnel selection according to psychological potential for partic-
ularly complex types of combat activities, etc.

Unlike bourgeois military psychology, which relies on idealist points of
view and has a reactionary slant, Soviet military psychology is based on
scientific Marxist-Leninist methodology, and the sound natural science
teachings on the physiology of higher nervous activity propounded by the
great Russian scientist, Academician I. P. Pavlov. In conformity with Marx-
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ist-Leninist philosophy, these view matter as primary, and mind and con-
sciousness as secondary.

The nature of the mind as a function of the human brain consists in the
reflection of one’s environment. Man is oriented in his environment on the
basis of his knowledge of reality. A mind that functions properly is a
prerequisite for man’s successful activities, since, as F. Engels said, *“Every-
thing that stimulates man to act must pass through his brain.”

The human mind is a product of social and historical labor. The develop-
ment of an individual’s mind also takes place under the influence of specific
conditions and those activities with which the subject is occupied at different
stages of his life. Military work has great educational potential. It makes a
deep impression on the fighting man’s character.

The world of man’s mental ptenomena includes:

—mental processes, which in turn, are subdivided into cognitive processes
(sensations, perceptions, attention, mental representation, memory, thought,
speech, imagination), the senses, and the will;

—mental states, expressed as being at a norinal level, in a general elevation
or depression of a man’s spiritual powers;

—mental qualities, including directive tendency, temperament, character,
and ability;

—mental formations, which are the knowledge, ability, skills, and habits
acquired throughout the whole of one’s life.

In every person, mental processes, qualities, and states (as well as forma-
tious) are in unison. Thus, any action or deed of a soidier is a manifestation
of the unity of all his mental processes, qualities, and states. For example,
during manual tracking of a target, the operator’s sense organs, i.e., his
sensations and perceptions, his memory, thought, experience, and will, all
function under tension. Furthermore, in this situation, the specific motives
by which the soldier is stimulated to action, are expressed. Peculiarities in
the temperament of servicemen, their mental state at the moment of firing,
are also reflected in the firing results.

To study the fighting man means to obtain specific opinions about his
individual characteristics, mental processes, states and personality as a
whole, on the basis of specified facts. There are various methods of studying
the mind.

Observation and experiment are the principal methods. Observation is the
systematic, purposeful accumulation of facts about behavior, actions, interre-
lationships, and statements which, when appropriately analyzed, makes it
possible to draw conclusions about the mental peculiarities of a subordinate.
This method includes objective external observation of the actions of an
individual under various training, service, and combat conditions, and the
subject’s own account of his thoughts, experiences, etc.

Observation of behavior, activities, and deeds is the principal method of
studying a subordinate’s mind and his individual characteristics. Success is
achieved by him who conducts such observations purposefully and systemati-
cally, and who draws the correct conclusions from the accumulated facts.
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The experimental method. The purpose of a psychological experiment is
to make accessible for external observation those inner mental processes and
personal qualities that are not directly manifested externally. This is a funda-
mental method in psychology, although in military science it is more difficult
to apply to the solution of a number of problems. There are variants of this
method: first, the laboratory, artificial experiment, for which the experi-
menter creates the entire setting and conditions in which the subject is to be
investigated; second, the natural experiment, an intermediate form between
observation and experiment.

The laboratory experimenl is conducted either by means of special technical apparaluses, or
written tests. All the serviceman's mental processes can be determined and evaluated very
precisely by this method. 11 permits certain inferences 10 be drawn about his temperament and
individual abilities. Laboralory experiments are used extensively in aviation and space psychol-
ogy in the selection of candidates for flying schools, and in training for space flights.

In 1he natural experiment, i1 is the set of conditions under which the subjecl performs that
is influenced by the experimenler, not the subject himself. Let us assume that a commander gives
two orders, one after the other, to a soldier: to deliver food to the firing range, to deliver mail
to the KTP.* From the soldier’s response to this situation it is possible to evaluate the peculiari-
ties of his temperament and character.

There are other means of investigation, which include the following. The
study of a soldier’s mentality based on an analysis of the results of his
activities. For example, it is frequently said of a soldier or sailor, in connec-
tion with work performed, that he is either disciplined, or shows initiative.
In another case, the nature of the task being carried out may provide evidence
of the skill, abilities, and interests of a person, etc.

Interview. This is organized in accordance with a plan in conformity with
the research tasks. A soldier’s interests, aptitudes, anxieties, difficulties and
experiences can be studied, provided the interview is not casual, but purpose-
ful, conducted on an individual basis in an atmosphere of mutual trust, and
provided the results of the interview are correlated with other information.

The questionnaire method. This is the questioning of a group of people by
means of a prepared questionnaire. If the questionnaires are filled in anony-
mously, this method does not provide information about the individual: the
results, processed statistically, express average values. For example, this
method can be used to investigate the interesis of users of libraries in military
units and aboard ships.

These methods make it possible for an officer to ascertain the individual
characteristics of a subordinate and to understand him. They do not require
special Jaboratory conditions and they can be employed during the course of
routine activities.

* Russian abbreviation for, among other things, ‘tank regiment commander’ and ‘lechnical
control puint® [U.S. Ed.].

69




~ T

THE MENTAL PROCESSES OF A PERSON UNDER MILITARY SERVICE
CONDITIONS

The mental processes of a serviceman are his cognitive processes, his senses
and will. A servicemar stuldies and assimilates educational material and
orients himself in a situation on the basis of his cognitive processes. Thus,
these processes represent one of the psychological prerequisites for successful
training and service of the personnel. They function according to known
objective laws. A knowledge of these objective laws helps an officer to recog-
nize the cognitive potential of his subordinates, and to take them into consid-
eration in his practical work.

Sensation is the initial cognitive process. Essentially, it is the reflection of
individual properties and qualities of objects or phenomena which directly
influence a persen. The process of sensation occurs on the basis of the
functioning of the sense organs. For example, the eye: this is an organ of
complex structure, incorporating the lens, retina, optic nerve, and occipital
lobes of the cortex. By means of the eye we sense color, light, form, and
movement. Noise and sound are sensed by the ear, the aural nerve and the
temporal regions of the cortex. The vestibular apparatus, located in the inner
ear, is the organ by which we sense body balance. Other sense organs are
found in the muscles, ligaments and tendons; these enable us to sense muscle
tension and posture.

The minimum perceptible force of a stimulus characterizes the lower
threshold of sensation. Maximum stimulation, beyond which there is no
sensation of any increase in the force of the imulus, is called the upper
threshold of sensation. The minimum difference which a person can detect
between two stimuli is called the differentiation threshold, or the difference
threshold.

A change of sensitivity as a result of the prolonged influence of a stimulus
on a sense organ, or as 3 consequence of its absence, is called adaptation. For
example, the eye adapts to darkness or strong light when a soldier leaves or
enters the guardroom at night. Complete dark adaptation of the eye takes
longer than an hour. During this time the sensitivity of the eye increases up
to 200,000 times. Partial adap*ation to a working level takes 5-7 minutes.

The phenomenon of contr. st 1 the process of sensation consists in the fact
that weak stimuli increase sensitivity to other simultaneously acting stimul,
while strong stimuli diminish this scnsitivity. In combat, for instance, small
arms fire is not very noticeable against the background of an artillery bom-
bardment. But even a single rifle shot in the forest silence seems deafening
and makes one jump.

The continuation of a sensation, when the action of the stimuius has ceased
is called the after image. It lasts for a fraction of a second. For example, in
the cinema the screen is in darkness every 33‘5; of a second, but the viewer
does not notice this since the after-image of the preceding frame is retained
in his consciousness.

Perception. This cognritive process is essentially the reflection of objects
and phenomena as a whole, and not simply their individual qualities, as in
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the case of sensation. Perception i< characterized primarily by comprehen-
sion. This property of perception consists in the fact that man has a tendency
to catch significance and meaning in all that he reflects. And if it is apparent
that meaning is not manifested in the reflected object, he will arbitrarily
introduce meaning into it. Therefore, it sometimes happens that training
material incorrectly presented by an officer is understood by soldiers and
sailors in different ways.

The integrated character of perception is expressed in the fact that the
images being reflected in a person’s consciousness appear in a combination
of many qualities and properties. And if a perceived familiar object influences
a person with only some of its qualities, then, thanks to the integrated nature
of perception, it is reflected in the consciousness in full. The integrated nature
of perception makes it possible to recognize objects from the most insignifi-
cant signs. Thus, an experienced pilot will recognize the specific class of an
aircraft in flight by the characteristic sound of its engines.

Perception is an active process. Its object is isolated in it at every instant;
everything else reflected by the consciousness serves as its background.

Perception depends largely on a person’s past experience, skills, moods, feelings and not only
on those of the present moment. It also depends upon what a person expects or wishes to see
in perceived objects. The dependence of perception on past experience and the total content of
an individual’s mental life is called apperception.

Mistakes may be made in the process of perception. An incorrect or distorted perception is
called an illusion. There are various causes of illusions. These are: preconceived notions; expecta-
tion; state of mind; lack of contrast or boundary between the perceived objects and the back-
ground with respect to shape, volume, color, illumination. Illusions also originate in cases where
the meaning of the perceived object is not understood, or, conversely where meaning is forcefully
int-oduced where none exists.

The phenomenon of illusion is parallelled by another peculiarity of perception—constancy,
i.e., constancy in perception. The latter is attributable to a person’s knowledge of the physical
properties of objects, and to the fact that objects are usually perceived in association with, and
in an environmernt consisting of, other familiar objects.

There is also distinguished and so-called intentional perception which
comes into play depending on tasks; this is associated with volitional efforts.
A soldier, during lessons, intentionally perceives the material, visual aids or
demonstration presented by the officer. Observation is the developed form of
this type of perception.

Attention is a prerequisite for the productive operation of the serviceman’s
cognitive processes, both during training and in carrying out his duties. It is
expressed in the preferential directive tendency of his consciousness towards
a specific object, as a result of which it is fally reflected. Attention is charac-
terized by a number of fundamental properties, the degree of development
of which is proportional to its quality as a whole.

Concentration of attention: this is the ability to concentrate on what really
matters. A high degree of concentration depends largely on determined
effort, interests, understanding the importance of a task, and the ability to
carry out an assignment. Radar operators, observers, snipers, etc., must be
capable of highly concentrated attention.

The scope of a person’s attention is measured by the number of homoge-
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neous objects perceived simultaneously. For example, in flying an aircraft a
pilot must retain within his field of attention the air situation, the instrument
readings, the controls and, at the same time, maintain radio contact with the
ground, etc. The scope of attention is measured by the number of simultane-
ously perceived objects per unit of time.

Distribution of attention. This is the capability of keeping in mind several
different objects simultaneously, or of carrying out a complex activity consist-
ing of many simultaneous operations.

Switching of attention is the intentional transition from one activity to
another. The property of switching is evaluated by the time of transition from
object to object, from one type of activity to another.

Stability of attention is the capacity of continuing to perceive a single
object. Stability depends on consciousness of responsibility, volitional effort,
interest in the object, and understanding of its meaning.

Fluctuation of attention. This is the involuntary switching of attention
from one object to another. In complex and sophisticated forms of activity
(for example, the apprehension of the situation on a radar screen) serious
errors may occur as a result of such fluctuations.

Distraction of attention is usually the result of insufficient or total lack of
interest in an object or activity, a negligent attitude towards one’s work, or
a lack of determined effort. This is a serious obstacle to successful training
and service.

Absent-mindedness is considered as the lack of attention or the conse-
quence of its poor development.

An idea is the image of an object (or phenomenon), which is not directly
perceived at a given moment. It can be visual, aural, gustatory, olfactory,
tactile, thermal, or motor. An idea may also be the result of the simultaneous
functioning of several sense organs, in which case it is more complete and
accurate.

Ideas are the property of an individual. They differ in their nature in
individual people. This difference may be expressed in terms of vividness and
rapidity in the reconstruction of ideas, depth and content, or the kind of
thoughts that predominate 1n a person’s mind. The system of ideas which
characterize a fighting m-... comprises the substance of his spiritual world.

Certain specific types of concepts may play an important role in the service
life of soldiers and sailors with various trade qualifications; for example, aural
concepts for radio operators, visual concepts for radar operators, and so on.
The more precise and complete a serviceman’s concept of his trade qualifica-
tions, the more successful he is in carrying out his duties.

Memory. This cognitive process plays an exceptionally important role in
military activities. It is precisely that soldier or sailor who has a well-
developed memory who will assiinilate training material more quickly, fully,
and precisely, ar'd who will use his experience, his learning, and the experi-
ence of his comrades more fully in combat activity: his memory will suggest
to him, accurately and opportunely, the necessary decision, possible variants
of actions in analogous situation, etc.
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Memory consists in memorizing, retaining and subsequently reproducing
that which a person did, experienced, or perceived.

Memorizing is the process of impressing on the memory that which we
perceive, think, experience and do. It can be either intentional or uninten-
tional. Intentional memorizing can be mechanical and meaningful. In me-
chanical memorizing, the material is imprinted on the memory by simple
repetition, without understanding its meaning. This type of mental process
is employed in cases where the material being memorized has no inner
meaning, for example, names, numerical values, addresses, etc. If, however,
we try to assimilate meaningful material by memorizing it mechanically, it
becomes cramming, which leads to a formal acquisition of knowledge, errors
in reproducing it, and inability to apply it.

Memorizing based on an understanding of the meaning of the material
being memorized is far more productive (22 times more productive than
mechanical memorizing).

Retention of the memorized material is accomplished by further compre-
hension and mastery of the material and by combatting forgetfulness. We
know that material is not retained in the memory if it is not repeated, and
as a consequence of excessive fatigue and emotional stress. Thus, in order to
combat forgetfulness, it is essential to organize systematic repetitioss, to
distribute the training load properly, to alternate work acccrding to complex-
ity, and to rest normally.

Reproduction is the activization of the stored material in the consciousness
for its practical utilization. The passive form of reproduction is called recog-
nition: an individual recognizes in what he is perceiving at th< present mo-
ment that which he perceived at some time in the past. If reproduction is
limited to recognition, it indicates that the memorization and retention of the
material was incomplete and superficial, that the material was poorly as-
similated, that it was not repeated correctly and not sufficiently applied in
practice.

The active form of reproduction is recollection. This entails effort, stress
and, sometimes, the use of special methods as well. Material is usually
recollected incompletely, inaccurately and slowly. Therefore, if a serviceman
reproduces previously studied material in the form of a recollection, it indi-
cates either that he did not memorize it sufficiently or that he did not revise
it.

Finally, reproduction may also occur in the form of a memory, when the
material is reproduced rapidly, easily, accurately and completely.

Every person possesses memories of different kinds: motor, verbal-logical,
emotional, and graphic. However, they are frequently developed in varying
degrees. '

Motor memory. This is a memory for motion. It comes into play during
training on combat equipment, driving lessons, etc. This type of memory is
developed in a person who systematically remembers traffic routes, not by
local features, but where and how a turn was made, where and how long he
iravelled, etc.
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A verbal-logical memory ensures the assimilation of the material being
memorized, formulations, and expressions with an inner meaning, strict
logic. This is the type of memory involved in studying regulations, masiering
theorems, formulas, etc.

An emotional memory preserves in our consciousness different emotions
and the events associated with them. This is a very strong type of memory.
Anything experienced once is remembered for a long time.

A graphic memory. This is the kind of memory which makes it possible to
recall a person’s face, a locality, an object, or an event. A memory of this type
is valuable because it retains an image in detail.

In training subordinates, it is necessary to rely on those forms of memory
which they manifest more strongly. Those forms which are less pronounced
should be developed.

Memory is characterized by specific qualities: rapidity of memorizing,
completeness of retention, duration of retention, accuracy and readiness of
reproduction.

Memory is, as it were, the serviceman’s arsenal of personal experience and
knowledge; and in this sense it is turned towards the past. The creative
cognitive process directed towards the future is imagination.

Imagination is the process of creating images of objects which have never
been directly perceived and which are not being perceived at any given
moment. It is based on the transformation and combination of ideas existing
in a person’s mind and is intimately associated with memory and thought.
A person’s imagination is stimulated by his needs, desires, interests, and his
attitude towards reality.

A well-developed imagination is essential to a fighting man. In combat, it
helps him to understand and foresee changes in the combat situation; his
training 1s facilitated if his imagination is developed, since he is able to
visualize what his commanding officer is talking about and that which it is
impossible to see directly.

Imagination is of an involuntary nature when new images are formed in
the consciousness without any effort. Thus, the most unusual visions of rest
may occur in the imagination of a fatigued person.

The intentional creation of images based on some kind of instructional
material: texts, drawings, maps, diagrams, etc., is called reconstructive imagi-
nation. For example, if a soldier or sailor has this type of imagination, he will
be able to visualize more clearly an officer’s description of a modern battle.

The process of creating images, not from a description, but by self-initia-
tion, is called creative imagination. It frequently produces images of objects
that do not exist in reality. This is the kind of imagination which is responsi-
ble for the creation of new machines and works of art and which produces
original solutions to problems in different fields of activity. A creative imagi-
nation is an essential condition of success in the Armed Forces. It is a
guarantee of initiative, and boid and confident action on the battlefield.

Thought is a higher cognitive process by means of which connections and
relationships between objects and phenomena in the surrounding world are
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reflected in man’s consciousness. Essentially, thought consists in the analysis
and synthesis of reality, which take place in a person’s consciousness. The
instruments of analysis and synthesis are concepts, ideas and their speech
equivalents, words.

A serviceman does well in combat and training activities if his mentality
is well-developed, disciplined, and has the appropriate qualities for correctly
reflecting the complex relationships of different situations.

What is the nature of thought? First and foremost, it is the process of
solving problems. Essentially, thought is the reflection in man’s conscious-
ness of conditions, i.e., complex connections and relationships between ob-
jects and phenomena, ir which he has to act in order to achieve a certain goal.
To resolve a problem means to find ways of acting in an existing situation
which will ensure success.

The solution of a combat problem includes the process of studying it, i.e.,
gaining a clear idea of the objective which must be achieved as a result of the
impending battle; an evaluation of the situation, i.e., correlation of the idea
of the task with the actual conditions in which one has to act; the adoption
of the sclution itself, and its practical realization.

The success of the solution of a task depends on the correctness of the
thought processes and the variety of forms and methods of thinking involved
in arriving at the solution. Different ways of approaching a cognizable object
are expressed in the thought processes.

Psychology distinguishes the following thought processes: analysis, synthe-
sis, comparison, abstraction, generalization, and concretization.

Analysis consists in breaking down the whole into its constituents. For
example, a commander, in summing up training results, considers in turn the
actions of each subunit upon the sounding of an alert, on the march, in the
concentration area, and in the fluidity of battle.

Synthesis is the reverse of analysis. This is the process of reintegrating the
constituents on the basis of revealed essential relationships.

The process of comparison consists in comparing objects, phenomena and
their properties, and revealing similarities or differences between them. Thus,
we can compare the technical specifications of different types of small arms.

Using the process of abstraction we can isolate any one aspect or property
of an object, or a phenomenon, and this can be studied or analyzed indepen-
dently of other properties. In studying the destructive properties of nuclear
weapons, for example, such factors as flash, shock wave, and penetrating
radiation are studied in succession.

The process of generalization is simply the association of many objects or
phenomena with respect to some sort of common characteristic. For exam-
ple, acommander generalizes many actions of a subordinate in order to arrive
at a conclusion about his character.

Concretization is the reflection of many or all aspects of a particular object
or phenomenon. The driver-mechanic of a tank, for example, is not only
conscious of the fuel and electrical fire-extinguishing systems in general, but
knows the layout of both systeins in detail.
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The process of resclving an intellectual problem may be realized in the
formn of a judgment or an inference.

Judgment is a basic form of thought. It consists in the negation or affirma-
tion of a fact. Thus, an observer’s report about an object he has noticed is
a judgment.

An inference is the formation of a new judgment from one or several
judgments. A commander explains the task—a judgment; evaluates the situa-
tion—another judgment; adopts a solution—a new judgment stemming from
the preceding judgments, 1.e., he makes an inference.

Psychology recognizes the concept of methods of thinking. These methods
pertain primarily to the process of inference. One of these is induction, which
takes place when an inference follows from single factors, or premises, to a
general conclusion. The process of inference using the deductive method
oc-urs in the reverse order.

Depernding on the nature of the activity, thought is subdivided into visual-
active, graphic, and abstract.

Visual-active thought signifies thought directly involved in activity. For
example, the actions of a submachine gunner attacking the enemy are insepa-
rable from his thinking. It prompts him to be consistent in his movements
and methods of fighting the enemy.

Graphic thought arises on the basis of ideas previously apprehended by a
person. Sometimes, this form of thinking provides the most correct solution
to a problem. Thus, a commander is better prepared for combat if he is able
to visualize and “run through” forthcoming actions in the light of previous
experience.

Abstract thought is based on concepts which are not graphically represent-
able.

We shall refer briefly to the characteristics of the process of communica-
tion between people. Language is the means by which one person makes
contact with another. The process of communication by means of language
is accomplished in several ways.

Oral speech is communication by means of the production of words and
the perception of these sounds through the sense of hearing. It may take the
form of a dialogue when there is an exchange of thoughts between two
speakers, or a monologue. Dialogue speech has great potential as a vehicle
for the transmission of thoughts: voice intonation and gestures make it possi-
ble for speakers to impart emotional content to their communication.

Monologue speech is more difficult than dialogue, primarily because the
listeners do not react directly, as in the case of dialogue, to the thoughts being
communicated. The speaker must catch this reaction by indications such as
expression or lack of attention, the nature of the response, etc.

Written language is one of the forms of communication, of which dis-
patches, reports, code and cipher messages, etc., are examples. It is more
difficult to convey the subject matter in written language, since it is deprived
of any supplementary means of expression, such as facial expression, gesture,
and context, etc., used in oral speech. A writer must use words and phrases
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in such a way that they compensate for these deficiencies. It is also important
to consider who will read the written communication and what his reaction
to it may be.

Language in military affairs takes different forms, such as the languages of command, propa-
ganda, communication, etc. '

The language of command: this is the language of leadership. It has its own characteristics,
which have their origin in the nature of combat activity: brevity, conciseness, the capacity to
convey the maximum amount of subject mxtter in the shortest possible time, clarity and preci-
sion. The darger inherent in a combat situation requires that such language be energetic and
buoyant, and that it evoke in the men to whom it is addressed confidence in their powers and
an urge to act. It should also express the confidence of the commander himself in the correctness
of his order. It is delivered in military regulation style, with text-book consistency of
phraseology.

Propaganda language is aimed at communicating military and political information to service-
men and convincing them of the correctness of their knowledge. Therefore, it should be explana-

tory, convincing, graphic and charged with emotion, logical, and rigidly timed. The inclusion -

of a polemic element makes it more convincing. A commanding tone, falsehood, attempts to
curry favor, and cearseness are not permissible in propaganda language.

The language of communication is used in conversations, in individual work with people, as
well as during off-duty periods. It has an individual character and permits the use of words of
a familiar and friendly nature, freer in its choice of intonation, gestures, and facial expressions.
The proper use of the language of communication enhances the influence of an officer on his
men, helps him to understand them, and gain their respect for his authority.

The important role played by the cognitive mental processes in military
activities makes it essential to pay close attention to them. First of all, it is
important to be able to evaluate the degree of manifestation of these processes
in every serviceman. The resulting information provides an expedient basis
for selecting the training methods, means, and procedures which will ensure
the fullest assimilation of the training material by each individual.

A commander is expected to take all the necessary steps to ensure that the
cognitive processes of servicemen are being constantly improved. This is
achieved by subjecting them to systematic training and including them in
practical activities.

Special attention should be paid to the training of the will. Modern warfare
is of an unprecedentedly fierce, decisive, fast-moving and fluid nature. The
enormous force of nuclear strikes, their suddenness—all this will have a great
effec: on servicemen’s minds. Under such conditions only those whose will
is absolutely inflexible will be able to cope with any task which presents itself.

What is will? Wili is the capacity of a person to control his behavior and
mobilize his resources to overcome the difficulties standing between him and
his objective.

A person’s will is manifested in his acts. Conventionally, a volitional act
is made up of several stages: understanding the objective, selection of the
means, and planning the act, taking the decision, carrying it out, and analyz-
ing the results.

To develop the will of subordinates it is necessary to train them to be
clearly aware of the purpose of impending actions, to plan them, take a
decision without hesitation, and relentlessly strive to carry it out.
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Volitional acts may be simple or complex, prolonged or of short duration,
performed on one’s own initiative or in fulfilling a commander’s assignment.

Volitional acts are usually performed in response to a commander’s orders,
commands, or instructions. A correct understanding and spontaneous ac-
ceptance by a soldier or sailor of the task assigned to him helps him to carry
it out with comparative ease. It is also the commander’s duty to form in his
subordinates the proper convictions appropriate to his obligations and posi-
tion of armed defender of the Homeland.

In the process of forming and tempering the will, the qualities which are
developed first include fortitude, audacity, bravery and determination.

Sensations. Man relates to everything he sees, hears, and remembers in a
specific way. This relationship is expressed in experiences. A person’s experi-
ence of his relationship with the environment and other people, to himself
and his actions is called sensation.

Man’s feelings are an important psychological process. They affect all his
activities and all the other mental processes. Patriotic feelings, for example,
impel soldiers and sailors to perform heroic and noble deeds, imbue them
with iew powers. Fear, on the other hand, has a depressing effect and reduces
the fighting qualities of a soldier or sailor.

An officer will be able to exercise his leadership of subordinates in service
and in combat only if he finds a way of influencing their feelings, and to do
this he must know what they experience, what disturbs them.

Experienced feelings are divided into simple and complex.

Simple feelings arise in connection with the satisfaction or non-satisfaction
of a person’s material needs (e.g., hunger) and also because of the situation
(a feeling of unrest and fear in a hazardous situation).

Complex, or higher, feelings occur with the satisfaction or nonsatisfaction
of a person’s spiritual needs, fulfillment or violation by him or by other people
of accepted standards and rules. These feelings have their origin in his atti-
tude to the Homeland, work, his duty, etc.

Man’s higher feelings are divided into moral and political, intellectual, and
esthetic.

The serviceman’s moral and political feelings include: love of his Home-
land; hatred of the enemy; internationalism; love of work; sense of collectiv-
ism; honor; merit; and military duty. All are intimately associated with his
world outlook, moral convictions, and views of personality.

Intellectual feelings are experienced by a serviceman in connection with his
training and creative activities, particularly in the solution of new and diffi-
cult problems. Such feelings include: a feeling for the new, intellectual curios-
ity, astonishment, perplexity, clarity and consistency of thought, doubt. They
usually stimulate thought, and force the thinker to penetrate more deeply
into the nature of objects and phenomena.

Man’s feelings are distinguished according to their strength and duration
as moods, ajfects and passions.

Mood is the term applied to a relatively weak but prolonged emotional
state, which envelopes a person and colors all his actions and mental pro-

78




cesses. The main factors which determine mood are social conditions, peo-
ple’s lives and relationships, and world outlook. Moods may be determined
by official events and the current situation: by news of success or failure in
one’s service career, relationships with colleagues, the conditions of everyday
life, etc. Moods of confidence, happiness, chee{fulness, etc., contribute to
progress in the serviceman’s training and work, while apathy, anxiety, sor-
row, and depression have the reverse effect, make it difficult for him to carry
out his duties and assimilate training material.

In his daily contacts with people, an officer should strive by personal
example and his manner of speaking to put them in a good mood. The
creation of a good, cheerful atmcsphere is facilitated by concern for subordi-
nates, satisfaction of their needs and requests, and respect for personal dig-
nity.

A short-lived and forceful emotional reaction in the form of an outburst
is called an affect. An affect is caused by a sudden or very strong stimulus.
It occurs most often in people who, for a long time prior to such an outburst,
have been in a tense state. Externally, an affect is expressed in wild and
irrational actions, gestures, exclamations or in delayed movements. After an
affect, a person experiences depression, he is worn out and usually has a poor
recoilection cf what he did and said. If there are people in a subunit prone
to emotional experiences in the form of affects, they should be re-educated.

Passion is a very powerful, prolonged, profound and persistent feeling
possessing great effectiveness. Directed at socially important goals, it acts as
a stimulus to the achievement of outstanding successes and great feats. Di-
rected at superficial and especially egoistic goals, it impoverishes a person,
and urges him on to commit unethical acts.

Consideration of the Mental States of Servicemen

By mental state is m.ant that time-limited iunctional state of the human
mind which predetermines its work capacity, readiness to overcome work
loads, and its potential for rapid and accurate reaction and maximal degree
of mobilization at the required moment. A mental state expresses the tempo-
ral characteristic of a person’s mind and is manifested in an elevation of the
spirits or depression, a working condition, or sluggishness, etc.

Mental states may be charactcrized by the depth or the superficial nature
of their influence on the working of the mind, by positive or negative action,
by their duration or brevity, as well as by the degree of awareness.

The state in which a person happens to be at a given moment influences
all his mental processes, i.e., attention, memory, reason, and speech. Under
the influence of states, a person usually experiences certain sensations, and
he is seen to be in a certain mcod.

Mental states, differing in content, duration, force and quality, arise from
specific causes. An officer must always keep this fact in mind. Knowing the
principal causes of mental states, he can control them with confidence and
influence his subordinates appropriately.
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A person’s mental states depend on anatomical, physiological, and other
factors. Thus, the mind of a submariner is influenced by his physical condi-
tion, which in turn depends upon the living conditions on the submarine and
the peculiarities of the sailors’ motor activities. The creation of optimal
working conditions, organized rest periods, and sports activities facilitate the
maintenar.ce of a cheerful atmosphere among personnel.

The mental state of soldiers and sailors also depends on emotional experi-
ences associated with the work being carried out, on the impressions gained
from the anticipated results of this work, etc.

The intentional influencing of subordinates’ mental states by a commander
through an appeal, or personal example, is extremely effective. Such external
aspects as the commander’s voice, intonation, mood, would also, one would
think, affect his subordinates.

The principal factors which influence a serviceman’s mental state are a
healthy working atmosphere, his group, and service comrades.

The Mental Characteristics of the Serviceman’s Personality

In the training and education process, an officer purposefully influences his
subordinates. And since each soldier or sailor is a personality, the ability to
understand that personality is an important prerequisite for success in educa-
tional work.

Man as a personality has a social nature and an essential nature. Social
attitudes are the important elements: the total personality is revealed in these.
Therefore, for a detailed and profound study of personality it is essential to
consider its social nature.

At the same time, we can speak about the biological aspect of a person,
which is characterized primarily by the level and state of his physical devel-
opment. True, this is not the principal element in personality, but it is
essential to take this into consideration as well.

Finally, personality is also characterized by the mental peculiarities of the
individual himself. The mind comprises and determines the individuality of
the personality.

The characteristics of a personality depend on the social conditions of a
person’s life. It is the social environment that influences the mental character-
istics, and the latter influence man’s behavior, since *“‘everything that actuates
people niust pass through their heads. . . .”!

On the psychological side, personality is the aggregate of the mental pro-
cesses, properties and states of an individual. The principal factors which
determine the individual character of a person are his mental qualities, which
include the directive tendency, temperament, character, and faculties of the
personality.

The directive tendency of the personality. Man’s life consists of his ac-

' K. Mars and F. Engels. Izbranuyye proizvedeniya v dvukh tomax [Selected Works in Two
Volumes], [, 1952, 373.
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tivities and his work. These are characterized by the fact that he consciously
sets himself some sort of goals and strives for their achievement. These goals
may be long- and short-term, important and unimportant, of personal and
social value. The system of goals which a man sets himself and actively
pursues, i.e., his personal singleness of purpose, expresses his directive
tendency.

In order to understand the directive tendency of a subordinate, an officer
must analyze his singleness of purpose. This is facilitated by the fact that a
person does not set himself goals haphazardly: their selection and organiza-
tion follows a regular pattern. The stimulus for this is provided by certain
internal forces known as motives, which, in turn, originate as a result of an
individual’s needs and are determined by those conditions under which he
lives and acts.

By need is meant a person’s need of something, which, if it is not satisfied,
causes him harm, both as a member of society and as an organism. There are
material and spiritual needs. Inadequate or irregular satisfaction of man’s
need of food, warmth and clothing has an adverse effect nn his disposition
and his working capacity.

Spiritual needs are a person’s needs for correct orientation in his environ-
ment, activity, socially significant work, other people, their acknowledgment
and support. A person’s behavior as a conscious worker and a member of a
group is related primarily to his spiritual needs.

Man’s material and spiritual needs forin a complex inner unity, in which
first one, then the other set of needs can play a dominant part, constantly or
temporarily. In educating servicemen, it is important to try to ensure that
positive spiritual needs play a decisive and predominant role in their make-
up.

Everyone has need for somcthing constantly. When a need makes itself felt,
it grows strong ar 1 impels a person to act. As such it appears in the form
of a motive. Each motive is an intricate combination of various spiritual and
material needs in which one or another specific need predominates.

Motives may appear in different forms. If a person is not aware of his
needs, he acts in accordance with their stimulating impulses. These we speak
of as inclinations. Motives in this form appear most frequently in young
people, who have not yet studied themselves sufficiently.

When a person is conscious of needs which do not manifest themselves as
a strong stimulus to action, we speak of his wishes. These are insufficiently
strong motives. They are frequently directed at goals which a person is not
strongly convinced he can achieve.

A form of simple motive, volition, is also recognized. Unlike a wish, a
volition is an active ‘motive which impels a person to act.

Inclinations, wishes and volitions are simple motives and are largely as-
sociated with a person’s material needs. Spiritual needs are associated w:"h
more complex forms of motives, primarily interests. Essentially, these are
manifested in a person’s main directive tendency towards particular objec-
tives of his activities. The fact that a serviceman has interests is a favorable
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condition for the development of his abilities. Interests reflect primarily a
person’s need of knowledge.

An inclination is an expressed tendency towards participation in some kind
of activity. It is a strong stimulus. A person with a marked inclination
towards a particular field of activity always achieves greater successes than
other people.

An ideal expresses the principal direction of a person’s personal endeavors.
It always conforms to his main personal needs, as well as to the interests of
the group and society. An ideal can be a person, an idea, or a deed. An ideal
is a very strong incentive to action. Heroic acts are usually performed by
fighting men who pursue high ideals.

World outlook is a person’s system of views on his environment. As a rule,
these views correspond to his personal needs and are associated in a specific
fashion with the interests of society. If an individual’s views are not in
harmony with the interests of society, they are unsound and will not be
serious incentives to action. Conversely, the association of an individual’s
views with his personal needs and the interests of society transforms these
views into a true world outlook, the strongest and most consistent motive,
incentive to action, and deeds. The communist world outlook organically
combines the interests of society and all of its members. The fighting man
who possesses a formed communist world outlook is a steady, reliable and
thoroughly consistent man. His actions do not depend on outside influences,
and are not subject to blind impulses.

Such is man’s system of motives. It may vary in each individual service-
man. The purposefulness of personality is formed according to motives. This
means that, having ascertained the substance of a serviceman’s motives, it is
possible to judge his directive tendency. -

The attribute of personality which characterizes each serviceman from the
point of view of the dynamics of his mentai processes is called his tempera-
ment. Externally temperament is manifested in the strength, speed, rhythm
and tempo of a person’s movements, in his speech, gait, facial expressions,
manners, etc.

The characteristics of the principal types of temperament are as follows:

Sanguine—changeabie, impressionable, reacts rapidly to circumstances, little or no inclina-
tion towards introspection, given to accentuated facial expressions and gesticulations. A san-
guine person carries out work assigned to him quickly. Prefers energetic work, is oppressed by
monotony. Sociable and cheerful.

Choleric—marked by intensity of thoughts and actions. A choleric person is unbalanced, since
he is dominated by a state of excitement and sometimes has difficulty in restraining himself. He
can be abrupt in his actions; is determined, rapidly grasps a situation and resolves the problem.
He is not inclined to hesitation; displays initiative and is sociable.

Phlegmatic—characterized by sluggishness in actions and behavior. Usually well-balanced;
it is rare that a phlegmatic person is not in this state. On: being given a task, he thinks it over
for a long time, but, having made his decision, he carries it out quietly and persistently. He is
an efficient worker.

Melancholic—usually engrossed in himself, reserved, unscciable. Very vulnerable, often mis-
trustful. Sluggish; gestures and movements hesitant.
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In working with people it is inadmissible to adopt preconceived notions
about their temperaments. A person of any temperament may possess all the
socially significant qualities of personality. Consideration of temperament is
important insofar as it permits the correct selection of methods and ways of
developing these qualities in an individual.

Experience teaches that a person of choleric temperament must be kept
under constant supervision. A blunt manner should not be used in dealing
with him, since this may evoke an undesirable response. In addition to this,
all instances of irregular conduct on the part of a choleric person should be
subjected to a critical evaluation and be met with counteraction. In working
with a sanguine person it is necessary to stimulate in him a sense of responsi-
bility and to check the quality of his work. A phlegmatic person needs
leadership and guidance, and he should be required to meet more exacting
standards. A blunt manner, outbursts of temper, reticence and vagueness are
wholly inadmissible in dealing with a melancholiac, since his is a particularly
vulnerable temperament.

Thus, temperament is an important quality of personality. However, it is
not a determining quality, but a dynamic prerequisite of a more essential one
—character.

Character is the pivotal quality of personality which places its stamp on
all the actiors and deeds of a serviceman and expresses his specific attitude
to reality, work, other people, and himself.

To know the character of a subordinate is to know the most important
thing about him, that which determines all his actions, deeds and behavior:
the personality’s line of life, as it is called.

Concerning the attitude of the serviceman to the outside world, we can
speak of principled and unprincipled characters. A principled character is
possessed by a person who has stable opinions, a stable world outlook and
who acts in accordance with them. Conversely, an unprincipled person either
has no opinions or convi~tions at all, or acts counter to them, subordinating
himself to his feelings, outside influence, or circumstances.

In relation to work we distinguish active and inactive characters. Active
characters may, in turn, be purposeful or unorganized. The singleness of
purpose of Soviet man makes his work organized, gives him social signifi-
cance and moral value. The development of active characters goes hand in
glove with the formation of a coinmunist world outlook. Unorganized cha-
racters are associated with a lack of purposefulness or the inability to subordi-
nate their actions to plans.

A person’s attitude to people, to the collective, is formed and manifested
in contacts with people and in joint activities. In relation 1o the collective,
we distinguish reserved and sociable characters. A reserved character may
be the result of a negative attitude or indifference to people. It can also
originate from a profound inner concentration of personality.

Each person also relates to himself in a specific fashion. This attitude is
dictated by the awareness of his position in society, and his obligations to it
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and to other people. Overestimation of oneself, one’s potential and needs is
peculiar to people with an egoistic character.

It is also important to estimate character by its strength. The chara. ters
of people whose acts and behavior always accord with their knowledge and
convictions are called strong characters. A person with a strong character is
a reliable person.

Character is also evaluated in terms of its characterist..  ts. By traits of
character we usually understand those stable qualities ir: a person by which
his potential acts can be judged.

We can refer to the following principal groups of character traits. First of
all there are volitional traits. These include: vigor, independence, self-posses-
sion, determination, firmness, and stubbornness. The reverse of these traits
can be used in describing a weak-willed character.

Emotional traits of character are even temper, impetuosity, passion, and
impressionability. Their opposites are indicative of an unbalanced character.

Intellectual traits are profound thought, quick-wittedness, and ingenuity.

Education in the Armed Forces has the objective of imparting to service-
men a moral character which is revealed in such character traits as commu-
nist singleness of purpose, ideological conviction and adherence to principle,
patriotism and internationalism, hatred for the enemies of the socialist
Homeland, consciousness of military duty and responsibility to the people,
collectivism, faithfulness to fighting traditions, discipline, vigilance, modesty,
honesty, truthfulness, cheerfulness, activeness, good organization, etc.

Abilities. An ability in psychology is understood as a specific, stable quality
of the human mind which engenders the possibility of successful activity of
a specific nature. The essence of this quality is not so much in the current
level of development of a given mental process, as in the possibility of its rapid
development.

There are individual, special and general abilities. By individual abilities
is meant favorable qualities of individual organs and mental processes of a
person, irrespective of the kind of activity in question. A highly developed
sense of sight, touch, hearing—these are individual abilities.

When, however, we speak of the need for a high degree of development
of individual organs and mental processes for some specific kind of activity,
we are referring to special abilities. For example, a sniper must have keen
eyesight, a motor mechanic needs a fire sense of touch and excellent hearing.
However, the sniper, the motor mechanic and tne explosives expert also rely
on general abilities, for example, a good memory, attention, alertness, etc.

The aggregate of general, special, and individual abilities inherent in a
particular person determines his endowment, his occupational suitability.

The degree of development of an ability or the degree of endowment may
vary. A very high degrce of endowment, which permits a man te strive for
outstanding results in some field of activity is called ralent.

Man is born with certain inherent qualities, which are biologicaily deter-
mined anatomical and physiological features of the structure of the nervous
system and organism. These inherent qualities form the basis of abilities; the
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qualities themselves are not synonymous, since different abilities may develop
from them. Everything depends on the conditions in which a person happens
to find himself, or the activities in which he is involved. Abilities are, there-
fore, social in nature, i.e., depend on social conditions. A socialist society
provides the most favorable conditions for the development of all the best
abilities in a person on the basis of his inherent qualities.

It is important for an officer to be able to ascertain and evaluate correctly
the abilities of his subordinates and to use the resulting information as the
basis for creating conditions favorable to the comprehensive development of
these abilities, and the formation of new ones.

SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS IN MODERN WAR

In modern warfare it is essential that every serviceman be given a high level
of moral and political training, that he possesses an excellext knowledge of
equipment, weapons and combat operational methods, a high degree of
physical cndurance, the ability to find his bearings rapidly, to evaluate a
situation and make the correct decision. Provided such qualities are suffi-
ciently developed in a serviceman, a combat situation will evoke in him a
positive reaction, positive tension and excitation, which will help him to
summon up his strength and apply it to the fulfillment of his combat task.

What is the mechanism of the effect on the mind of a dangerous situation,
a mortal threat?

The human brain is so constructed that it reacts to every unexpected
stimulus with excitation. The excitation activates the mind. Attention is
focused on the stimulus; this is accompanied by an emotional bracing and
intensification of mental activity. All this is a manifestation of a positive
working reaction, which creates a state of readiness for action. If a man is
affected by an unusual stimulus of exceptional force, or he comes under the
prolonged influence of a stimulus of steady force, the excitation in the cere-
bral cortex becomes correspondingly more intense. The presence of a seat of
intense excitation in some region of the brain or other can lead to inhibition
in the remaining regions. Thus, a state of depression arises: a person experi-
ences passive feelings (terror, fear), his attention is distracted, his thinking
is paralyzed, and his actions become uncontrollable.

The human mind may be subjected to severe tests in modern warfare. A
nuclear explosion with its flash and noise, feelings of anxiety caused by
anticipation of a nuclear strike, and other emotional experiences are exhaust-
ing stimuli. All this may produce a negative effect on a soldier or a sailor and
evoke in him a passive reaction. The schooling of servicemen’s minds to react
positively to unexpected stimuli of exceptional force and to function posi-
tively in a dangerous situation constitutes the muin ingredient of psychologi-
cal training.

The psychological training of a soldier or sailor for modern warfare means
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teaching him to act in a dangerous situation without losing his presence of
mind. The most important way of achieving this is to place him in a danger-
ous situation for a preparatory period and thus develop psychological stabil-
ity. During combat training, the principle of teaching the troops that which
is necessary in modern war must be strictly adhered to. Here the objective
should be not simply to copy the external appearance of a combat situation,
but to try to reconstruct its psychological model.

The effectiveness of psychological training is increased when elements of
danger and risk are introduced during the combat training process. It should
be remembered that war and combat are permeated by danger and risk.
Danger is an element of war. In order not to be controlled by this element,
it is necessary to be able to endure it. The introduction of danger and elements
of risk into combat training truly develops such an ability. Without this
personnel would not be able to form a true concept of combat, and they
acquire skills which can be used only in a simple, uncomplicated situation.

Naturally, danger and an element of risk must be introduced into the
training process within reasonable and controllable limits. There is a whole
system of exercises, lessons, types and forms of combat training which con-
tain elements of danger. This makes it unnecessary to introduce any special
methods. Danger and risk are inherent in such types of training as exercises
that involve driving combat vehicles under water; driving tanks over trenches
containing personnel;, combat firing exercises, particularly those involving
personnel in trenches that are under fire from infantry support weapons,
grenade throwing whilst going into the attack, etc.

It should always be remembered, however, that psychological prepared-
ncss for action under actual combat conditions is not achieved as a result of
any one-time exercises: its formation continues throughout the entire service
period, and the whole training and educational process.

The main task of moral and psychological training is the formation in our
fighting men of ideological conviction, unshakable confidence in the strength
and validity of communist ideals, and education in a spirit of dedication to
the Motherland, hatred for its enemies, and devotion to military duty. In
content it must be directed at the instilling of heroism and courage in our
fighting men, and readiness for self-sacrifice for the sake of the fulfillment of
their assigned task.

MILITARY PEDAGOGY

Soviet military pedagogy is the science of the objective laws of communist
education and training of fighting men, the training of personne! of subunits,
units and ships in the skilled conduct of mod2rn combat. It reveals the general
pedagogical objective laws of combat and political training, forms a basis for
the principles, methods and organizational forms of the education and train-
ing of servicemen, develops means of uniting military collectives, their psy-
chological training, and analyzes the activities of the commander as the
leader and educator of his subordinates.
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The military pedagogical sciences are defined in the methods of the various
training subjects (tactical, firing, drill, and physical training; flight training;
the training of subunits, units, ships, staffs, etc.). Methodics is the science of
the objective laws of training and education applicable to a given educational
discipline. Military pedagogy stands out as the theoretical basis for the meth-
odics of different educational disciplines. It provides the interconnection of
methodics and a common approach to the solution by them of pedagogical
problems. At the same time, methodics, being based on the general argu-
ments and conclusions of military pedagogy, develops them, thus enriching
the initial theses of military pedagogical science as a whole.

Tric basic concepis (caiegories) of nuiitary pedagogy are training, ideologi-
cal education and formal education.

Training is a purposeful process, in the course of which servicemen, under
the leadership of their commander, acquire the necessary knowledge, skills
and abilities, and are psychologically prepared for combat.

Ideological education is the process of the purposeful formation of a per-
son’s character. Under the conditions obtaining in the Soviet Armed Forces,
its purpose is the formation of communist mentality and behavior, sound
moral and fighting qualities in servicemen, and the all-round development of
the characters of each of them.

Formal education is the aggregate of systematized knowledge, skills and
abilities, views and convictions, and also the specific level of development of
a person’s cognitive powers and practical training, reached as a result of
teaching and educational work. Depending on the character and the directive
tendency towards training for a specific form of socially useful activity, a
distinction is made between general, polytechnical and professional educa-
tion. Servicemen in military schools and academies receive a military profes-
sional education (secondary or higher).

Ideological education and training are inseparably linked and there is
constant interaction between them. The former imparts ideological direction
to training and increases its effectiveness. In turn, both formal and ideological
educational problems are resolved during the course of training.

Ideological educatior and training in the Armed Forces interacting in
close harmony, form the military pedagogical process. This process is also
studied by military pedagogy. Revealing its objective laws and their manifes-
tation in the most widely varying conditicns, military pedagogy evolves and
substantiates the principles, methods, and organizational forms of teaching
and educational work. In so doing, it indicates ways of applying the theoreti-
cal propositions in practice, provides military cadres with the most effective
and efficient pedagogical means and methods, and forms in them the ability
to train and educate subordinates.

Soviet military pedagogy is a Party science. It is based on genuinely scien-
tific Marxist-Leninist methodology. It is concerned with the entire process
of combat and political training of personnel in close relationship with the
specific conditions of life and activities in the Armed Forces, and the charac-
teristics of wars in defense of the socialist Fatherland. It analyzes pedagog-
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ical phenomena in the process of their constant change and development.

An integral part of general pedagogy, military pedagogy is, at the same
time, included in the system of military sciences. Military theory, in revealing
the methods, forms, and objective laws of armed combat, the conditions and
character of combzt operations, determines what qualities a Soviet soldier
must possess, what kind of knowledge, skills, and abilities he needs for the
achievement of victory in modern combat. In conformity with these require-
ments, military pedagogy is called upon to work out and substantiate the
optimum conditions for the organization and the most effective methods of
teaching and educational work, in both peace and war-time. Military science,
in turn, also considers the conclusions and resources of military pedagogy.

Military pedagogy is closely connected and interacts with general and
military psychology, the physiology of higher nervous activity, Party political
work, and numerous social sciences; it is also becoming more closely as-
sociated with mathematics, cybernetics and mathematical logic.

Research in the field of military pedagogy, which is being conducted in
accordance with the methodological requirements of dialectical materialism,
employs many methods. These include: observation, experiment, debate,
survey by questionnaire, photographing, filming, television, sound recording
and analysis of various documents. Sociological and mathematical research
methods as well are being used on an increasing scale.

The more complex military science becomes, the more varied the teaching
and educational work of officers, the more imperative the need to study
military pedagogical theory. In recent times, special attention has been de-
voted to the development of methods and means of processing materials
obtained in the process of investigation.

In conformity with the new Universal Military Service Law, the period of service of privates
and noncommissioned officers (petty officers) has been reduced: younger and more literate
replacements are going into the Armed Forces. Commanders and political officers are faced with
many new psychological and pedagogical problems in connection with this. In particular, there
is a need for more careful selection and distritution of young servicemen by trade qualification,
having regard to their individual peculiarities, and the need to ensure that they are put into
service in the shortest possible time; the organization of the teaching and educational process
must achieve a higher level of efficiency and effectiveness, maximum use being made of every
minute of teaching time. Military psychology and pedagogy suggest ways of solving these
problems successfully.

The Theory of Training Soviet Servicemen

The nature of the training process. The training of serviceunion is a specific
pedagogical process. It is organized and cenducted in accordance with the
policy of the Communist Party and the Soviet government on the basis of
present-day military doctrine, orders of the Minister of Defense, military
regulations, instructions and programs of combat and politicai training.

Its main task is to ensure a high state of constant combat readiness of units,
ships and formations, a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>