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or I"~ Hl.'oJ/rlt imfO. !kllrewa. /l) 

Introduction 

This bl lOk i ' d e igfll.:d p ri m a ril lo r the bu ' 
eml..' rgen • ph i ia n in ea reh or a pra ti al guide 

ro occupa tional l1wLiicil1l' in the emerg 'ncy der a n · 
menl. Occu pa tional p hy i ia ns should a lso filld 

in it a usdul pe rspe ivc 011 the pp[t) ~ch to or Ipa ­

tional m edi ine in a venue no! tr ditio nilily consid­

ered an n cupatio l1dl-m edi in e selljng. Hope fully. this 

text will L1Iso thruw light unto the he rctofore -little­

illuminated int(.'rracc between two cruci<tl SIll' . hies. 

Emergency medicine, occupational 
medicine, and their intersection 

[n the 1970 and 1980s, emerg n . ph ysiCiill1S 

proposnl ~ e vcra l definitions of their unique role 

ill ciLni ca l medicine 11 - 31. A ~pecial document 

prepared by the American Colkgc of i:: uIC'rgL'ncy 

PhysiCians (ACEP) Practice Manngcment Committee 

and dPproved by the ACEP Board of Directors 

ddined emergency medicine as enL<l!npassillg "tlte 

immediate dccision making and action nec\;'s ~ilry to 

prevent death or any further dis<tbility for patil:nts 

in health crise~," described rhe pecialty a~ "paticllt­

demanded, br<wdly available, and continuoll sly 

accessible care by physiCians tmined to engage ill 

<Tile views l'xprr s 'cd in Ihis d lu pl t: r a n: I hose (If Ih t: alilhor 
ami do not [c·ne I Ih officiJI polic~' o f lile fkl'anrn en l 
01 liIe Army. the Depan mel1l of Dden~e. or Iht U.S. 
l,(lVernmenl. 

() ·<lII'<1I iOIl<11 Fmcrgfl/(Y M e'!i i llf. t q " (lil ioo. Edil ~ d hy 

Micha.; t l. Gn' l'l1ocrg . <D 1 0 I I Blatkwd l PlI hlh l1 ill ll Ltd . 

the n: o g niti o n. $tilbili zJ tion. cv Illatio n. trca nne ll! . 

il nd di sp osition o f p Miell ts in rC$ jloll 't' ttl A(' utc 

ill[[(: ~s a lld in ju ry,· ilnd eh.ml t c Ti z 'd the r\'le a nt 

p ;llient pO)lulJtiol1 .... . un r\;, '!rict 'd .... nd pr "cnting 

- with :1 filII spectrulll of ('pi od i . ulldifferl'ntiated 

ph lsi aJ and bl'h.l\' il,[,tI o ll d iti lIS [4 1. · Til ' la s t 01 

si . chief dutil" or ,III l'm 'rgen y pil y. i ian il ~ dJbo­

ra ted by this \t,llnnellt wa~ " ( 6 ) l.hc pro isilln n f 

continuing occllpJtillll,l1 nH: di •. 1 CI in:.,. includin g 

illness a;Jd injl1l)' pl ~vt:ntiUlI a nd m a nJ ,::enlclll. a nd 

p,llil'nt r t: Il L1Pilililliull 141 ." Subs 'qu 'Ill ddin itions 

of Ihe specialty 15-91 Il()Vl' cPIllillll('d to l'lllpll(l' 

Si'll' th e sc prif]ciplt's. including tlte mit' 01 1'I Ill' l'­

gl'lllV proviC\ 'r~ in till' prmi:-ion of UllllP,ltillll<J1 

lllcdicine. The most rec(,llt A(Il P policy q.tt<:llll'llt 

l'rnphilsil. l'~ the tripll' role 01 elTll' rgcIHy I'lly. i ia lls 

ill (a) ])J'lwiding "rapid d~ " ' . . ment ,.lilt! tfl'a trnnll of 

illlY p;)tient with a Ill t:dical cm '[ge l) y:" (11) "iniliill 

il S. CSSme l1t i.1n d a re of (I f] 11ledici.11 condition that 

i.1 paticnt believes requires u rgcnl JII{'nlioll;" and 

(c) "rnedical ca rc lor individUJIs who lack iJ C • ~ to 

other aVl'nli es of care 19J." 
Occupational medicinl' h,lS s imilarly . 'n a pro­

glTssion of definiti{)l1~ 1)Vet' Ihe )'l',US IIOJ. Olle 

usel'ul pl'fspc:ctivt' is 10 cOII,ider oln.lpdtio lla l medi­

cine "t!tal pra Clict, of medicine which (i) focllscs on 

enhallcing and mailltdinillg the he<tllh of pe pie 

<It work . ensuring they upe ral' 'n rely co nsid ' ring 

any Ii(', Ith is ' ues they ['[l ilY have; and (ii) ontrib­

utes to orga n iZiJtional cflt: liven > s or c l1lcrpri , ' 

by providing expert rnclii a l advi c to m a naflc­

Jll ' nt 1111." Strictly spcakin): . oU'\Ip,tli(Jl1 a l nl l:di­

cin e . nftel1 grouped with l' IIViwllllwlltal IIH:uicil1l' 

a~ "(l c Lipational and l'J lvironrlil'llwl medi(illc," 

reins to the medical (arl' , by p rop e rly tra ined 

phy,i ia ns. of pati{'lIts with ht:a lth or sa fety 

1 



Report Documentation Page Form Approved
OMB No. 0704-0188

Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it
does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

1. REPORT DATE 
2011 

2. REPORT TYPE 
N/A 

3. DATES COVERED 
  -   

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 
Occupational Emergency Medicine - Introduction 

5a. CONTRACT NUMBER 

5b. GRANT NUMBER 

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER 

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER 

5e. TASK NUMBER 

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER 

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 
US Army Medical Research Institute of Chemical Defense 3100
Ricketts Point Road Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD 21010-5400 

8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION REPORT 
NUMBER 
USAMRICD-P11-008 

9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S ACRONYM(S) 

11. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S REPORT 
NUMBER(S) 

12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 
Approved for public release, distribution unlimited 

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
Published in Occupational Emergency Medicine (ed M. Greenburg). Chichester, United Kingdom:
Wiley-Blackwell, pp. 1-12, 2011 

14. ABSTRACT 

15. SUBJECT TERMS 
Emergency medicine, occupational medicine, disaster, illness management, health management, emergency 
preparedness, 

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17. LIMITATION
OF ABSTRACT 

SAR 

18. NUMBER
OF PAGES 

12 

19a. NAME OF RESPONSIBLE 
PERSON 

a. REPORT 
unclassified 

b. ABSTRACT 
unclassified 

c. THIS PAGE 
unclassified 

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98) 
Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18 



2 h .l( I' J 

prnld l"n1\ ari\ing Iro m Ihc workpJa (" nr Jrom 

l l1(: '/lvi on melll. II i \ thl;' ml'cli al .. ub\cl (If lhl.~ 

' In OBtk , I c.:gory or Illuratinnal and I."nvironm 'nlo1 l 

hea /liI, w ili Ii m Ll r~hal~ Lhl' rl' \ /l llr(c, eli a vari 'ly 

of ~I(:a l li l pn f ,.,~io ll a l ~ (i n liud ing II ,IL " Ill y (1<..( 1-

pJ liOlia l ph ~i~ iam hUI also () llIPBlillnal-f1l'allh 

o u rw'>. "" lI jldl ioli al t il ' rari~l", imJlI .. lri. 1 hygi "11-

i L ~. Cl( . ) 1 12 1, Th e l u rf 'n ll y p"\II:d IW')il (.' 11 ')tatl'­

m 'n l " I I h • A U I ·ric.. II Cn ll c.:gc.: 0 1 ( cupJlional a llu 

Fn vi oll m ' n t M ' uiin c (A ) ~M ) on Iii · ~tOp ' ,r 
e. ClJ pa ti cJ/la l a nd ' n v ironm 'n la l h 'a l lh pn lgra lTI 

.:I n c! pra Ii ' II '31 id e.: nt il i '3 Ill ' ' l Il u: nl!> ()ul linl'd in 

Ta lA' 1, / J!> "ess('m ial umlpll n c nl ~ " I iI l il~ in urigi­

ilal I "I 0 c lI p. l io na l- llca ll li p rau icl' , Ern crg 'Iley 

ph y .. k la n ., 1ll00y .tlw 111' o1 l1 'd U p O Ii to P CrfO flll JT1 n y 
or I II Cs(' ~Ia l ed IIII1 Cl i(lI1 ~; lor exam p le. <1 lth ilUgh Lh e 

illiti ;] 1 ('vZlllI il t io n I" r p 'r~ O[1 L I prol e llvc eq uip me n t 
( I )PI~ d o C' ~ Jlnt u s u il ll 0 cu r ill th L: 'm ergcl l 

(kp~ r1Ill" I1 I . Jil emL' rgell cy pll ysi Ian ll1il Y n(' d III 

know Ih L: il 11PilCI ol l'PE IljH1U 1Ih' Jl1 ,<Ii a l Jnu ~~ I ' Iy 
I J III~ 0 1 ., p OJ I iell! iJ nd Jl ltly b ' .hkl' I 1 () I'c l ldn .1 11 

ll l' in ioll COIl Cl' 1 n illA Ihl' ad '( JlJ.lC'}' III PP L or w lll'1l 
;;lIld If) w li t 1 'X I ('III il p a l i 'Il l ~ i1 11 fl·t lln l 10 WIII~I<. 

w illi ~ II Ii ~' q l l ipl1ll'nl, I I I Ta ill ' 1,1. 1II II I>. n " Ia li u ­

falion i ~ Pl'o idn l in il,tl k t ype I()} Ilw'i l' I11 II 'I i nl h 

(inLiiedt l'd in bold f,lL ' I YI"' ) 111011 01 11 l' l lll' r !4l' Il ' ph -
si ,111 IlIig ln /l/o."r / r" ({ IIC' IJI/lJ ill' (, iiii'd II(Hli l to pt' r­
[ (I fill ill , n CI11l' f )l, 'ilL I 'P<lrt llll'III, 

F III (T !-I "I1 ( 111l'di, illl' J ild II ' 'u p<l liollJI [I 1 

IfIL'di 'ill ' IIIlI~ IIvl'l'l,lP ill J 1l1l111lll' r or , rl' ~ nd 

1101 oilly ill I ill' oil " olltlinL:d ill TJ I>k 1, 1, II )' 

l'I1H'rgL:l1l lkpartlil c l il p, lil' llI who is t'illin nlr~ 

relltl 'II lploy ' d or who h J S c1 hblO ry of l'lllploynll'II 1 

Il k)' li av ' ,1 wo rk-r ' lat ' d condilion Ihil l La n a lll' LI 

his el l' Iln l 'lllTL'n t IIl edi a l ('oneli li ,))\. SL'vl'ral k in ds 

of h J/.aF\ 1s or ilgl'llh en ull n lcn.:d in llll' \ o r k place 

C.JII I.l' r(' ~ p()lI sl l>le, inL'lliding ' hc lili 3 1. biologic, L 
ph y 'ii Gd, ('rg llllllilli c. <1 l1t1 pS)' ilol ng iL. I s lre ,~SClrs, 

Allh'll ig li Ih t' \ j1,' ciali ll'd ro le Qr Cl11crgcl1c , ITI -el i­
cilll' in r 'cIIglli ;; in g, -val uZllin,. :md II' 'Jlil1g. say, ~ 

to x ic (' X \1<>'III\' , is difJ'.: n: nt lnllli Ih l: roiL: or OCCllpil­

tillll , lmedicine 114, lSI. bOl h spc ia lli es arl' oll e ll 

involved . SOllll'lillll'S 11llIVillill g i ; Ll ild bOl h ki lld ~ 

of s p 'L'iJlisI S need to ( pprn ' ia l L: their Slll'cil il }'1I1's 

a nd r ':'; \llll1 s ibilitil's , thl' ( ollll'lilllcnl, ry e x per­

ti sl' J nd skills llf lhe llIII L·r. and Ih L' imppl'l an ct' 0 1 

cli nmUllicJ lill .' ,1n<1 Ilsil!~ ,lil inlutib ipl i l l il r ', te,lI l! 

approach 1 16-24) , In addilion , health ca re pro iders 

in the emergency department arc t hemselves sub­
je W (j Curalional haLaIds LO indude bloodbome 
palhogen (human immunlldef'i 'cncy viru )HIVJ 

ami h 'paliti\ B and [ami p ibly ] viru e ), 
lub ·rcull),i~ . lalex allergy, ' xpo urI.' 10 ni l rOU " 

oxidl:, wllrkplaet' vinit-nc , rI)lali ng hirl wClrk, 

emotilllial Ir ....... and Ii a I 'r- related hazards and 

necd 10 a ppr' iatc tht" occupal ional-health a ... p' lS 

( f lhl'ir Clwn job fun Li In . 12'i- 151. 
A eparaLl' bUI r 'la ted incel l iv' for l'mergen -y 

I' h y~ 1 ian to learn ab ut ot "UpallOna l medi 'ne i 
th' hanging lal1dard or care in the United Sta t .. 

rdati ng tu th' knowlc.:dgL: and skills requ ired or 
elllL:rgcn c-y p il y i iano; c nc(1ul1 tering work·rdatcd 

i5~1I '~ , ail u n: LO r'cogllize the w ork -rclaledll ' 'is 

r a djsCJ e or inj u ry p resen ting in un cmergcn c 

dCPilrl lll CHl may render un cmcrg 'nc)' p hy,j ian 

lega lly Ji a l l ' rM dama~ , _ All hough it i d ifficult 10 

ami ipall' Il(lw )U rh w ill ru l ' in a g i 'n ca\ " " ta ll ­

lard, llr .1f ' af(: (' VI Iv i fl!( an 1 b' Ol illg \tri ter, 

F~miliari ty Wil l i () l.upational i ~~ u .~ anti the abi l­

i l ~' III rClllgnii" <ll1 d III nag" (incl uding p rope rl ' 
rckf ing a~ pprnpriJ L') lOlldilion<; cau "cd nf 'x 

crl), t ' I I Y lile.: w(,rk pJe " ur tl , ' cnvir mm n t an: 

<l In> el l' reqll ir 'd tlli dc Ollt:' o f t h ' Ofc.: functio ns or 
' 111 ' r jol 'n y Il1nli n ' < lid may soon be e -peClL:d at 

a ll1 u "h il i1-! i1 'r I-v '1136. 37 1, 

' ll1crg' l1 e Ill 'd i in ' is not o ll iv pal ient · 

d 'm <l n dcd i . ' ., relatt'd 10 the provbion of art' II) 

I' Ii '!1t W ilD them elves pro::.p 'Cl ive ly detcnn in l.' 
wha l ' onslilU les ro r them a n emergencYI b ill 

also L: l1 lered on indiv idual pa lient , 'u pali( nal 

111 'dki llL: is SLJIllCILmCs ( I l1 t ra~ t t'd w il h 'm er­

g'lll ' III ' di cine as rc prL:sell l ing "l ht' oppo sit f' ends 
o a m edica l SP L' Iru m l L I, - i ll t lia t 0 Il patioll a l 

III ' dj cin e i ~ o lten p t:r ei cd t'm pha~ i 7 i ng Il1 t· 

o rk ror c rilth er t han the illdi v id lla l Wil l' ],. T. For 

exa m pl ', ill a 19 ' I'lsi t ion Slat<-'l1l l'll t, th e EP 

,l ~ 'L:rl!' d til a l " tl1(' n - ' IJpal i() n a I 11H:dici ll t.: ~p (' Li , li~l 

p m ' <' from a p rt' e nti \, ' l11('d i ' in" bJ kgr(JlI nd wi th 

traini n ' !ha t 'r ph a. i zc~ ('pi kl1liolng '. bi oSI<llh tic., 

Jnd lox icll l,)!;y, The el1w rg'n ' Illt'ukinc specialis t 
co m e , rrom an J utc-f <lre ba hgwu nc\ w ith trail! ­
ing t il a t l' ll1pli a :>izt: '01 ' rgene)' i1 l nc~~ alld injury 

rc 'ogn ition and t r 'auncllI I J 1,- Th is pnccption 0 

a lIOn 'l i n i all'm phil i of occupal io nal Ilwd icin t' i " 
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Table 1.1 Ess<!ntial compnncm~ nf ( Uj"hlliulldl hc.,hh pml lkc: [rum rht: pll~llilln \131Cnwlll ul lhe: llI'n '<l1l -ullq;,' 
of 0 cup,lIi 0 .. 11 and Enviwnrncnl M di ·., on the ~l · OJ1' 01 ,j IIpal lonal <lJ1d cnvlronmcllwl h("lh h pmW<lm~ and 

pm l ic(' J 131 

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT 

Organization and A dm in ist ration 

Organi zational Comm itment , Innovat ion and Change Managem ent 

Health Info rmation Systems 

Program Evaluali on and Quality Improvement 

Privacy, Confidenti al ity, and Health Records Management 

Systematic Research, Stati sti cs and Epidemiology 

HEALTHY W ORKERS 

Health Evaluation of Workers 

• Pre-assignmentJpre-placement 

• Medica l monitoring 
• Post-illness or injury, fitness-far-duty evaluations and independent medical examinations 

The health status of the worker should be re evaluated following prolonged absence from work due to illness or injury. 
whenever there are concerns of ability to perform all job tasks, and for g lobally assessing wo rker's allegations and 

claims. The goal is to assure that the individual has su fficiently recovered from the Illness or injury to p erform til j ob 
without undue risk of adverse health or safety eHects to the individ(lal or to othe~. It is important for occupat ional 

health professionals to be involved in return-to-work p lann ing, as they can help determine if workers a,. able to return 

to restricted or full time work, on a temporary or permi'l nent ba5is. 

• Termination of assignment 

Occupational Injury or Illness Management 

Occupational and environmental injuries and illnesses should be diagnosed and treated p romptly. Occupational and 
environmental physicians are best qualtfied to diagnose occupational illnesses and injuries beca us o f thei r knowledge 

of the workplace and environment. The occupational health physician should objectively reso lve issues about 
occupational causation of illness, be knowledgeable regarding available rehabilitation programs and facilities, and 

interact with program administrators as appropriate to facilitClte post illness or injury return to work based on ta f1ll/i. rity 
with the worksite and input from supervisory/management personnel. 

Non-occupational Injury and Health Management 

The occupational health physician can design a comprehensive program that provides trea tment for emergency 
conditions, including emotional crises that occur among workers while at work. This treatment may only be palliative 

and to prevent I05S of life and limb or, where personnel and facilities are available, may be more d efinitive. Many 
employers are moving toward an employee health model of expanding onsite or near-site clinical se rvices by using 
physician and/or nurse practitioner or physician assistant personnel with appropria te phYSician oversight to render 

diagnostic, treatment, and chronic disease maintenance, and preventive medicine. These services are convenient for the 
worker and enhance productivity in the work place by helping to reduce time away from the work site for minor injury 
or illness. Care at the workplace should be consistent with local standards of patient-phYSician relationships. 
Traveler Health and Infection Control 

Mental and Behavioral Health/Misuse of Substances 

Medical Screening and Preventive Services 

HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT 

Workplace Health Hazard Evaluations, Inspection and Abatement 

Education Re9arding Environmental Hazards 

Occupational and environmental health (OEH) programs identify and educate workers about potential hazards <I t the 
worksite and in the community. Every worker should know the potential hazards involved in each job to which he or she 

is likely to be assigned. The OSHA Hazard Communication Standard ("right-to-know") stresses th e importance of worker 
knowledge of chemical usage. 

Personal Protective Equipment 

(Continued) 
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Table 1 .1 ( ontlnu"d) 

. TQ)(icologic Assessment 

OEH programs should include procedures to Incorporate advice on the nature, adequacy, and significance o f 
toxicologica l res t data p rtinent to the workplace. Toxicological assessments indude advice on chemical substances chat 
have no t had adequate toxicological tes ting. Wher adequate data does not exist, che occupational and environmental 
medicine physician should recommend approp riate medical monitoring and testing p ractices. Occupational and 
en vironmen tal medicin physicians should recommend p rotection and monitoring of workers in keeping with data 
available or until appropria te da ra are received. 

Environmental Protection Programs 

Environmenta l protect ion programs should support a scien tif ica ffy based process 0 eva luate and prioritize the poten tial 
public health and environmental risles posed by exposure to various ha ards. The goal fs to id ntily whether any specific 
chemicals or o ther hazards generally p ose an unacceptable r isk and the condilions and uses under which they pose 
such risks, USing a risle management proc 55 that foffows a prev n live hea lth mod I and w hich employs a fuff range of 
poffution prevention options (e.g., substitution, source reduction, recycl nd reuse, and t re tmenr). 

Emergency Preparedness, Continuity Planning, and Disruption Prevention 

Occupational h alth programs should have a plan for managing health-r la ted a pet:ts of disasters, including terrorism 
and public health hazards. This is important for the sa fety and welfa re of th employees and community, as weff as for 
continuity planning and prevention 0" disruption of corporate in i tiati ves_ Since com munity facilities and health and 
sa~ ty p ersonn I Dr an essenrial part of dealing with an emergen y at the work p lace, such p lanning should be done in 
conjunction w it h the local community (Title 1/1 - Superfund Amendm n ts and Reau thoriza tion Act (SARA}). Under Title III, 
companie covered under the Hazard Communication Standard are r qulred to make their chemica l inventor ies known 
to emergency response g roups of (the/loca l community. 
H althy Organ iza tion 

Absence and Disability ManiJgement 

Disability man gem nt programs assess reasons for workers ' poor performance or bsence from worle due to illness o r 
injury and determine when th individua l Is well enough to r turn to worle safely. Closely related is the primary role o f 
evaluating illne s condItions that render work unsa~ nd require job m odifICations, This role is expanding to identifying 
Individuills and worker p opul,ltlons who are at increased risk o f p oor performance because of health issues and finding 
posi tive means to nhilnce hea lth and productivity in the workforc and decrease absen teeism_ 
Hea lth Ben -fits Manag m nt 

Integrated Health and Productivity M anagement 

howe ver. misp)"l'ed . OCClIj1illi.ll1illllleliicilll' h olli -

ia lly, ~ llb~l)('ciJ lty of I'rcvellliV l- Illedi cine, which 

dut'~ ind "d l'mph,I:i i71' Ih(" heJII]) of 1'()l'lIlaliuJ1 S. 
WitJI dilTer("l1li 11(,~ oUllp,lIiollal dnt! l'nvironllll'll­

tal llll'diL"illl' Ir"lll gt'lllTdl ple-ve lllivl' Illedicilll' 
,~Ild plloli,' Iw,i1lh is 1101 jusl thl' eliology of Ihl- llIedi-

,II jlmhkllls (arbin),! [rOllllil e workpi:J ' or [rollliitl' 

('lwironllll'lll) bill ,lbo Ihl" re , p()nsibilily of Ihl' O( CII­

pJtiOll,ll pll}/s iciJIl forciin i .11 evaliWlioll ol'indi\idll..J1 

workl'l's ,1Ild 01 'Iln p ill il-Ill ~ in .,ddil ion 10 J popillol ion­

bi1~('J COllClTll ror I he- workfo,'l' '' .1Ild t hos-: exp()~t'd 
to givell l'nVirnllllll'I1I.11 ha LJ rtls . An OC upillionJI 

pIIV,ki"ll t:illllHl t ,lfford to iglll)r~' either th e ' Iinical 

carl' ( r rlw intii v iliu ,l l ralil'lll or lilt' poss ibilil)' of 

imilar conditions in a l ar~er popliialion and in lhar 

. e ns' repn:~erHs iI bridge bel \. een epitle m inlog i all y 

orienll'O ' ene ra l p r 'v l' nlive medicine or publi 

hcalJh a nd pali l'I'lI-Celll Ted e Tilnge n .' m ed ici ne 

1 8 1· Iller ' en I h ioan uea li ng w ilh occ u pa ­
lional or ell iWnrnl'rllal i S~Lle~ in lhl' emergency 

depar tl1l l' ll l simila rl y lI (' e 110 unuer'iand IIlat the ' 

h,1\o' (' ,1 r('spo nsibility nUl only to Ihe individual 

palicllt bill aLo to a larg r pllpulalioll in wh ich 

hei ·Iw_:ned ris k of diseas' or inj u ry n la ' go lI n fl- _ 

lIgnizt'd and ull a d d r ed ir lhe examining ll1l'r­

gc.:ncy phy_ i i,1I1 fails to rcco gn i7t' lht" ( 111 11 '(1icm 

bel\Vel' l1 the pa tienl in t he ' m e rgl'!h -y til'! anmcl1l 
il nd lhe broa der population 16). 



Emergen p h y ioan_ u ual! 

e mergen t.: department sett ing.. 

pm Ii e in an 

although I he ' 

may I-ll ~upervise p reh ospilal 

Occupa li( nal medici ne , in - nt ra~I , i ~ p 
a wid e varieL' of t:tling' , fWOl WtUb- rla ' -l ill k, 
tu free>Land ing uffi e P9J. 0 cup tio llal ph' i-

cia n~ rard ' n id(:r emergenl" de pa I1In 01 as 

cuing ' fo r 0 cupa tio n al- IlH:d icine are apart from 

emL'rgen ' trea lmCnL of 0 cup aliun<J1 i nili riL'~, el 

an J emergen y depa nrnelll palienl with a cu rrent 

or prior job rn a have.l wor -rela ted U t'rl 140 1. 
Oc upat i nal rnedi ine in thl' l'l11 ' rgen c de part­

ment es enLiall y bccom e a sub~ pl'ia ll }' u f Clll f' l'­

gt:nc m L'di ille in t hi se lting , 

W ha t, lht'n. o ns ritul t' lit ' llV ' r1a p bCIWl'p n 

em e rge lh) ' medi ' Ile Jnd occupaLiona l n1 l;! di Li nt'. III 

its 19861) ili on Lat l'l11ent "De llniliol1 III IIItTge ll c}, 

Medicin c and the EIll o::rg n i Ph ' si c-ia n ." I he A P 

sta ted. "Tho:: emo::rgen c ph 'si ia n wilh additio na l 

q ua lifi ca tion s and /or special wlllpete n cies fre ­

quently ma y e ngage in, , , th(-' provision o f o ntillU­

ing occupatio nal m edi a l s ' rvice . including illn('s~ 

and inju ry p revent ion a nd man agement. a lld p a lient 

rehabililation 112J," II further r1 ,fined Ihe intl' l c c­

tion of em.:rgenq l and n upationc11 medicine al> 

"indu:' lri al medicine." c 11l 'cmed with Ihe II'adi­

liOllell oc(ujJaliollal-IlH:'lLicine c lem 'nlS of " health 

eva lua I ions of e mployees. d i<Jgnosis a nd I rC el lmc llt 

of ocru pa rional injurj · (includ ing reha bilitation) . 

c l11 crge n c Lrea lment of nonoccupalional injuri es 

or iIInc s ~e s. assisting management in providinj.: a 

S,lle an d healthlul working environment. mailllc­

nancc of occuparional health records. immuniza­

rion againsl possible occupational inll:crions. and 

assisting in interpretalion of health n:gulalinm 

r41. " Who should sec a palient wilh one or mOlt' 

of thesc concern~? The ACEP upine". "When Ihe 

l ,l\'e of workers requiro::s in-depth prevenlive nll'di­

cinc skills (e.g., an epidemiological ',wdy of "tighl 

building synuWllll'''), Ihe Oc.cup,:JtiOlidl physician is 

the prefe rred provider. When thc ca rc of workers 

I'cq u ires in-depth ('mergency-medicine skill~ (e.g .. 

resu scilating a worker wilh JCUI\: poisoning). Ihe 

cmergency pilys lcian is th\: prderred provide r 112J ," 

Who does sec 'Ouch a patient? Condiliol1S in Ihe [('ell 

world are rare ly so clear-cuI. Palients Wh()~l' cur­

rem or past work conditions TII.lke Ihcrn vulllnabl<: 

Intr(ldutLion 5 

(0 a w ork - r 'Iolted injury or illn ', frc uentl l de id' 
to \ i\il an cmcrgl'nc tI 'panm 'nl lur their rn 'J i­
t'al 'arl', are Ihal m I r('quir ' n ill l'qiga li on in \( l 

ulpa l ional b \l l t' , LfiJd ili mall I II I ) I ll l ' )('ClI P -

Liollal ph . i ' j n. Tnt ml.'d iat a th1l1 rn a lw req llire I 

p ' n .Iillg ('val u ,lI ioll I y l1 , )C up il li ll l1 i1 1 ph i 'an, 

\! h ~lhl' r or n o l a !-!iVl' \1 ' it uali n fa lb 1LIldel' I he 
(UbI i o f - i.ndu Lria l medici nc " (a te rm tha t h <J , 

si n ce..: fa lle n llll l 0 1 favor. -int' it illl p li ' \ il llillTOW 

r lat ionship \ ilh w orkers in Iwav incl u ' try ) nr 

an idell t iliab l ' inj u r " t'm 'rge..: ll c . ph ~ i -iJ II $ rllll't 

a Cl ivl'l louk to r work pla t: e rre I, on every P ,lIil'111 

who COll1 .' to I hL' ' Ill 'r~e n kp,Jr[Il1l'1I1. Of'tL'll , 

th' L'lI1t' rg ' II ' ph i 'idn \ ill he Ih ' ollly a Ule­

:()IC pl"llvider p()s il ioned 10 l'ccflg niz ' ,l\ld III,ln J ge 

thL' work · re lil led a ~ pe b o f I n inju r or illn\: ~s. 

In .J 1999 in £ormJtiol1 p3Jl T. lh ' EJ1I erg 'nL' 

Medici nc Pra clice ,Ol11mi lLC'C of Ihe ~EP n :cOll1 -

I1It'nded Ill<:' rollowing: 

· Tlle t'1lll.'l').!CIlc\ ph }' \iciJIl pn)vic\ing () lIpCl­

lional and ell itonnl"IlI,tl IIlt'dicitl ~l'rvi (' <; must lll' 

prcpa red in I he following ,'lre'd'; 

I Em·iwnl1lt'lllal IW,lllh 

2 T,'xicology 

3 \Vonh'lI's Iw,illil 

InfcrtililY iSSlIl'\ 

SpOilt iJ IH:OU ~ a bort iOIl 

Terc log 'lIeSt' , 

Mwogcnesl'$ I.\·ir] 
4 Confidcnliality nrlt" 

F 'de ra l 

St a te 

Loca l 

5 State induslrial cOlllmi ss ioll egulaliuns 

6 Drug teSli ng fl' gulilliullS 

7 Medi ca l r 'vie w nllil"r r 'quin: lllcnl ~ (DOT. et c. 

Alcohol illld Drug Icsling rcvi e w) 

8 EMS r' spon~' Iu indus try r ' laled injury ond 

en vi ronlll('lllal con larnin,1liol1 14J I." 

The epidemiology of occupational­
medicine issues in the emergency 
department 

All data col\(:t1ion ~y te!l1~ for occupational disof(kr~ 

havL' limilatiollS. as do dala sources lor l'stilfl Olillg 
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di~ca ·s r 'J al ~' u u> thl: 'nv iw n m 'ne [42( . Ea h 
y'ar, 'lTIp loyers in the n it U S lal ' ~ on)uit Iheir 

Oc upa tin llal H' 1111 and a[clY Admln i ~trali(ln 

(OSHA) I ng~ ""Id urpl >tncn lary rnatcriaJ~ 10 

n :"pum J to th e a nn la l U .S, B llr 'all 0 1 Lahor a d 
5 l li lice; ( I !. ) u rvey (J f O~\ lIpa l i(l\lal Injuries 

Jll d fl ln ' S~ 's (SO li ). Thi~ ~1I ey ~w rt n, I ''> yea d y 
'~ l i n l a l " ()f Ilumbcr~ .1Jld rale::\ 01 m'w workp la<l' 

i n juri 's nd ill rt t:s~l'~ . III 149 . thl' IJ L ·'t ilmlled 
l l lC)! 'l .9 m ill io n I cupnli()l1aJ jl1 j llric) J I d i lll1 c~,c' 

w 'r ' I rcal'd ill 'm 'rH ' Il cy d 'pannl 'nl ' ill t l1 ' 

U l il 'U ta t ,~ : t h i!> f ig ure Wil) ignili c.JJ1 lly lower 

lhan • tirn OI<.::. l ron l o lll 'r ~ lIrvc ill a n . <; y~ l cm s 

143, 14 1. C"nn: rJl ~ 111.!1 llie S( 1/ dOla re pr 'se ll t 
seri ous lIrt d e r( Olilltill f,( L ' lIter Oil tli ' follo w ing 

fOLlr di,nensio /l\: 

illl,., 10 COU ll! oe IJ pJ lio ll DI illn esses Ih a t h<l vl' 

it It>l lH I I '111 lH' ri oci : 
2 Pa iitll'(' to n Ull l injll l' i 's and illlll.:"sl:s from OUI ­

()1 - ~ cCl Jl c w (lr ker - (e.g., w()rkl'r~ (In ' III , II fa n ll ' ); 

3 I", il urc III COlllll l njll ri " ~, nd illil ''' ' n 'port 'u ill 
w orkl: r\ 'onl p ' 11 ~il IH)11 .]11(1 ()lher 'Y' I '111~: 

4 I-.1 i I III· ' 10 C()Lllii i lljll rk, il nd i lll1 t,,, n OI (,port · I 

in .1 11 W~I ' ITI 14') 1, 
T il ' N .lliol1al II1 ~li t llll' fo r (l cup<1liol1v l Safl' 1 c111d 

H(' Itll (N I )5 11) p rl" ' Ill ' ddl <l IrOll1 S ) 11 <l u d ,) 111 'r 

~y' I"III~ , 10 ilHllllk Illl ' J l i011;l1 Ct; IlIl'l for I-I 'a llh 

S I,l ti ~ l k ' (N liS), the C<': II'U'> of I'a till On Iflalinn< I 
I nill ri, '~ ( 'POI), Ill l 'N. (i')llaI T Jun l .lli(( ( lIpal !ona l 

I."itil.'~ ( I' ) ~ lIIvc ill ;lI) (l' 

l :kl·llOll k lll.jll I' Slln't.: ill .lI1 e,· ~ y' I"111 ). 

lhe Natiollal Or IIputiollai Mortalit y Slirveilloncl: 

' y t'm (NOM ' ), tll<.: t.: llti nci elll NOlif·icati ol1 

' y~ lt'lli lor Ul'l"tlpaliull;lI Risk (S SO R I, til(' 

T hird Na tiol1 .1 1 I-It: Ith .1 nd Nli lrition E. anlin;] l ion 

SlIrvl' )' (NllAN Ill), lit' 001 WorklT" -RJ}' 

Survl' illilll l'l' I'wg rJrt ( '\-VX'·P). the Adull Blood 

LC,Jd t.: pidel1liol ()~y Jnd SurvcillilTlt'c Prog ra rn 

(1\ 11LE$), Ih(' Na lioll ;) 1 Sur l'i ll a ll ce 5 1('\11 for 

Hospil<11 Hc;Jilh arc Wl)rkc rs (Na ·HI. llct S l ' LTvl 

in l'cct iOliS - di sl.'.hl.' Sli rvcill.lI1 cl: SYS I ' Ill S 14 (, I. 
The NIO H Publi lJt ioll Nil . 2000-127. "Worker 

Healtll Cl1 a n\1()ok , ;WOO, · reports Tor d< l il in di­

c<l ling Ih tl t frolll 1980 thrnugh 199 , \I ,92 i v il ­

inn· i ll 11 ll' Unitl'c! _ t .1\(" ~ Ll llen~ I }111111 «(CIII' fi,m al 

il/j llri '" or an JV('r()E! l' .11'11111 . I fel l alil ), f, Ie , f -
dl'.lll1 ~ pn I UO,OllO work ' l'S . (I3L fa talil Y CO li 11 I [or 

Ihe same pCril,d are ab lut 1, 00 death lowe r. l Tht: 

1cadin~ cau~es of w rk-n:lall:tl death were m LOr 

veh i le in idems, rna hinc - rt'laled injuri • h m i-

ill ~, [alb, and ,I, fClCULioos, w ith In 1 dea lh 

Cl t u rring in h I: on ImcU In, transponao()n -and­

publi -ulflilit:, and manufa u ring sene r 1 61 · 

" ala Irenl1 Lhe \'aLional Health Ullcrvic:w lI rvq ' 
( HI ) from 1997 lhrougl 1999 re t:al lhal dur­
ing this lim ' frame , 1 ,4 million American a d u ll s 

or worki nj.l age surrcrl:d in jlJrit.:s Ihal w' re medi -

a lly I realed. r t hese, 5.5 mill io n (29%) 0 curred 

at work . A mong W lfkers. 18% of i njllric~ hap­

p ' 11 'd at wllrk; this . Limalc r c to 54'1.. fo r 

workj n~ m c n ')5-64 yca r~ f age. If( . lim t 'S 

W ' r' 1.4 ti me~ h igh'r than B S . l ima leS r r 

p ri vale i 1 1I ~lry r 7) . 

fin /al occupafiolJai illni!~se. are n or ' di rt! II than 

fa l .. 1 illjuri " 1 1 l ink I) \) upal io na i expmu re, 

11. nl h ' ·ill.1 ' l hl: pall l ll iogi al pr ~' es a nd Iilli ­

( J I pre elllaLioll '> i n o lv'cl may be tI l: amI! for 

(] 'lIpJ I iOllal li d IIOnl) upotio rt I d isl:ast's. panly 

h· 'al'" "f Iht: a l r~'<ldy 1TIt.' l1tioned p roblem o f 

t 'x t ru ll 'I y 1 ( ) Jl~ la t 'nt p ri nds lor l!tes(,' i ll ne Sl'S and 

part l bec. JlI 'ollhe prl:~ 'no: .,[ nn lound rs fler­

J till}l ove r til 'lo ' long peri()d~ . t::vcn though 16- 17% 

ol llln f( a n ocr a:.c \ in I1ICI1 Jrc th lJ ught to b ' work­

re lal 'd , NIO Il l'X 11I d ('~ lu ng J il 'r lront il ana l­
I >S 0 1 [fila! workpla c il lne ,(, Pn 'lI lll( unio'i" 

lllaligl1 J IIl p it:ll ra i n C(lp l o~m~ ril l Ihe 1l10 -r J'lan, 

Ille~ >liJcl i(lma). Illi h yp ' r; nsi l iv it y pn(;,lIn Hmilh 
• rl' .,n l<)111> th e n ore fr " Ill 'n l w u rk. - rd ,'lcu '::d u~e:, 

of falal il l ne ~cs in I,he Un it, I 51 I '.:, . Lt halo b ' >n 

es tim al ed [ha t 90, 000 11 '\ a~ t' of () up t i()na l 

i llnl'" c~ () ur l " h 'a r alld lha l 100,000 dt.'aths 

an l1uall y ar t.: ca ll ~ed by (),: u p ,ll ionai j i ~ ccl _ 148 J. 

D l a on IPI/fa tal O«(II/ ldriOIlt'II i njuries are ('01·· 

it: I t'd hy S 11. EISS, lid th' al i() nal Hospi l JI 

Jre u r q' I I H <1 

f'p lncd _, 0 97 w Ol ker's l't1In­

flt'n SJ li lln i il .m d .370 w()rk - r 'late d i s il~ to U.S . 

l.'rncrg ' [} e I depart ment in 2006; thc w llrk -rd Il:d 

i5il S rt~pn.· -nll:d 2.~% o f I h(' IOw l \'h i l ~ 154 ] . 

NI Ihal II lIpatio na l i njuric'i t re3lt:u 

i ll 'm c r~el1c depa n ll1ent 'i ar(" 11" 1 ~urpri<;ingl~, 
uSlIa l! Illono: u rgl: n t or e e re than l!ttl~C I rCCllt'u 
~ ,)id a t th e w o rkpl c ( r in O fli l .~. L' - nding to 

NIS . .6 million n o n faLal w (lrk -rd I 'u injurie 



were treated in U. , emt.'rgl'n y depQ.nme1ll~ in 

1998. iTIvo l ing rno tl}' I h~' hilllds and fin~ers (30 0
" 

of the lOud ) and accounting lor 4 injuric. per 100 
fu ll - t ime maJe worker' Ith' rat' for female \ ork­

e r \ a 1 injun per 100 fu ll -time WorklT), 

cration~ and punctures (26 "~' L ~pr;)in and 
trains (25%), and onlu~i()ns, ab ra io n , and 

hema tomas (19 QI.:,) nm~ti[ lI l 'd tll' mml om l Oil 

types )f injuries 1461 · 
In 1997, II rc orded 429,8 Il l'W /lonftllill 

ocalpari(lllal illlIt' ,I' .. mn I 01 \,,,hi h, bCCCl II l' o f Ih c 

def ini tion.; used, ar' repeated-trau m a di. m d 'rs 
s uch a~ carpa l- lU nncl syn drom c . Beca use the c 

condl tion rc Il l! from m inor, u"ua lly ,uh IilJi­

caL tr auma incuned over a n a[lprc cia blc period (I I 

time, t hey arc not n id ' r 'd in' une - Ior repo rt ing 

PUIl )05t' ·. oi e -induced hearing In . , k in diso F' 

tI 'f'S (m o st ly Ont ·t derm a lit i ). dli s l di. ca . o r 

the lu ng, (e.g ., o al- w rkef'S ' pnClIlll() ' ll lli() ~is a n d 

s ili uSi!>), lO 'i, inhala tion, (ae o Ull tlng for 20, ".\00 
case ' in I 7. o r '5 % (II w(lrkpla ill nes e ). und 
a:,[h m3 and h r n i ob;l ru l ive pulll10nar d h ca 't' 

(recu rd ' d in NH J ES 111) ar cum illun n Onlrau­

m a l ic () c upa llonal illn csses I 6 1. The 5, 100 a~cs 

of occupational po isoning rc o rded by II ill I 97 

repre l'n led 1'*, o r all l10n la tal 0 II pa lio lla l illll'sscs 

a n d in 'Iud nj c;q.)OS ll rl·~ to h ea vy m Iil h (includin g 

lead ). larbon m onl xi Ie, h yd rog'l1 -lIlfi dc. o rga nic 

s l)l vem . and pe t i -ides a w L' 1I a~ a large J"lIImh T 

of l)tilcr ub tall e" MLl~ 1 m' upcltion I in rt'(" lil)]l ~ 

bel\'ve e n 1995 and 1 99 occurred in nur se s (4 ') % ) 

and ph ys ic ians (2 9% ). a nd nlOst wel',' Ilt'cdl cs Lick ­

relal ed . o nia la l u ccupation a l ill lle '~ e GIU s 'd by 
phy~i ca l age nls included h ea lstrok e. su nstroke . 

heall'xi1a llsli n n, fn:czing, fro s tilile. and d fe cls Irorn 

iOlli z in g a llcinoniol1i z i1Jg ra d ialion [46 1, 

A number of data ~()urct: Ira ck t'J1l e rgl'1l 

d 'parlllJeIlr vis irs 15 J, The Work-R 'l a tL: .1 liljlJry 

' ta tisti c Query Sy~I.l' 1ll (Work-RISQS) [roll1 

IOSH prov idc~ L1 s -'r- p crs[)n a li Ll' 11 Cl'$, to dalJ on 

occupa tional condilio n Irea led in e m ergL' ncy 

d,'partlll c rJ[s. [I b available online .1 1 h tl[l :fl w ww2 , 

cdc.go v/r isq s a nd a n been lI ~ td lO g 'ne ra le d a ta 

confo m ling to u scr -ge ncrat.ed param l'l er. of l imc. 

ag e, and sex 156]. .. 1Irrclltl y, dala arc il vai .labl<: 

lo r 1998, 199'-), and 2000 . The We b . ite a lso CClIl' 

tain~ lin k to occupation <l-injllry Jrli c! ' lro m the 

lmr Jdu 1011 7 

medical lilaaturc .l!> well a lint..: w mnj\lr s\)ur l' 

o( 'lali~li til d ala on lVork-rdatcd illjllrie~ dnd ill , 

ne!'~ .\, Work-RL r 'pom ~n '~limat 'd4,I0 1. 200 

ill hospital 1,'lI1l'fKl' lll ' c\eparr l1 lt'nts in _UOO, 
I r a raIl' of . 1 incidcnts per full- ti m " cmplo y T, 

A cording to - I , ll1re '-I() lI rth~ o( a ll ' mcrgen, 
d epartmeni- In'illl' I i njlJrit'~ in I 98 () :cu i'Tcd in 

)rk ' rs 2 -14 ' t'Jr\ oI l 14'\J . v ork-H IS I ro -

\ 'ide ' im ilar dal a f,lr 1998 II r\)ugh 2 DO, 

'11I ' t of t lte (ll her dtll a 0 11 () up. lilll1a l l om li ­
liollS ~ t'l'n in l' l lIl' rll~> II ( d c pJrt rm :'l1 l!) f()('u~ " Ull 

spccific OCClIp.llion. l r ~ pt'cilh:: injuriL' ~. J lil lOlI .' il 

lit ' k aSibilit o f rOllli ll l' d a la colkcti o ll " 11 such 
injuril' s relll:1in ' d e ba lable I 7 1. 1~(J r l 'X mpk .• 1 ~lJ r­

veillnl1cl' stlldv \1 l'Il1 (, f'~cnq' d 'pn rl ll1 l'nt J. IfIli s ­

, i Hl S , r nin 'ru r<11 h ~ pi la l d >ml-.n Lrllll 'd l h ill I I' 

( r l ilt' 1.1\4 illj ury v i ~il~ or :111 nll p llly 'd p::lli ('nIS 

v ilh kl1o\v n Ill" q lcl tiol1s wnc Iro lll <'i n~ lrt (( ­

lillil wo rk e rs a lld Itl. t Ihl' inju ry rail' L IIwng Ilt t'Sl' 

wo rkL'r-\ W ih more 111 ~1Il l illie" tilo t o f .:i11 (H ilt'£' 

\Vo rk e , I ~l, III J ~ illlil.l r ~ llId ' u f I lir I en CQjl.'1 C I 

t il:paI'lIl1Clll $, work-re l.)l cd i l j llri<.::s .le ll Ulll ,d fo r 

12 , % 01 a ll inj u r i 's. MoSI pJlil'lll, (,)1 % ) w ' re 

tn'a lL'd J nd r 'l L' a~l' d , Ire aV('l'ag ' C hil r~l' for th ose 

tr 'al l'\! nJ n :lcas ' I w ~ 27 _: l it' . Vl'I'Og l ' e ll :! r).!\' 

lor thosc !rmpilali/l'li w a . $ 1 n ,') 10. w il il rl i igh 01 

$62,(,22 159 I· l'll'lll w hng 'I' ct a!. r 'I (irlcd N I S 
dill a ~h()willg Ill il l ill 1 ( ;)'i ,111(.\ ) ( 6, 4 4,423 (,£I c o, 

o[ ll('cupa lill ll cil inl lJ lJ li n n Wl'r -' IrL'a ted in U.S. 

cll1ergl'11 d 'p:1r1ml'nIS 1601, A lIsd ul Itl blll . tion 

01 ernerg'llcy dCjlilnmc l1i v i s it ~ for wurk- r<: IJ ll'd 

injuri es a nd illlll' ,~ ~<.' s in MClSSa ( hll ~c ll s [ r ol1l 200 I 

10 2002 np pcdcd in 20 7 I()I I. T h e _ '111L:ro; for 

Di ~l' SL' Con lrol ilnd Pn'vt:nlion ( ]) ) )H.: ri ()Ji ',1111' 
publi sh l' s ill Ihl' Morbidil y <Inti Mortillity We 'kly 

I{l'l'ori. (MMWR) daf J fllr 11011[ ,1 1 • .1 1 (lC, 'III'DliIlIl n l 

injlJl"i ', t rcc led in 11O~pi l <l ll' rnl' rg 'nq' UL'pa rllil 'Ill S. 

For 199(', d ala dcriwd from NHAM f'~ li l11 I ,(I 

til e l 4 . 2 million ()CUp.:lIiOIl il l illjllri l' wen..: l r 'cl!,:d 

ill h()~ l'ital t'I1H; rg l' ll c y dl:ra ri mC III ~ Ih<11 Y ' r- 12 %, 

of a ll injll ric~ In:a l 'd in th c ' mcrgcricy d c partmc lIl~ 

I ,2 1, The~ l' MMWR report s L1~L1 (1 l1 y S llJ,~l:(] lIl'lItly 

ap pear in Ih (' (ollrn nl of l.h l' AJnericJ rl Med ical 

l\ ~~ () ia tion (.I MAJ fo) l. Da la Jrol1l 2004 w 're 

rC[1OlwcI in lhl' MMWR in 007 Ib4 J, YOllIIg pL~ Ll ' 

pic who pr ','fli with inJuri '~ in nlral el11l'rg'l1 r 
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depa rtlm:lII\ ar' ,fl t: O nOI q u - Ilune ab UI un arc 

work ing ' ln oi l ions that I ay hav' contributed Lo 

(11 'i r in juri ' iln<.l lha l. un (lrreCled. may lontribul' 

10 future injU f it:s; N I S collecI5 data on such initl­

r i 's st:cn in l:11 11.:rgt: IJ depanflll'nt" 1651 . Young 

pcop ll: ill ~ 'n -ra l lTI ay 11 0t be qLll:~li()ncd .1blJut 

w o rk i ~su c s . a lt hou gh w (lrk - rdal n J In ju rit' ... "pc­

Clall y Inlm a gr i ~ ~llrll r' al l(.! (on<;lfll l l i(lf l , ar ' liN 

Ull 'ommun in Ill i, pop tll J lio ll 166- (,81 Dala arl' 

.1V il ahl ' on 011 1 or agri "lll lfill illjll ri r\ aJl~1 ill lll:~,e~ 

I r 'al~' d in an - l1wrg\.' I1 ~ y fll r d it'i n ' ·,tlli llg [(,')- 74 1, 

U I1I1 ~ lI,J 1 ( I l ll jld li nn <1 1 i lljll ri l" I()rwhic:il ' tn l:rf(l'JlI.Y 

(!t:parl llll'ni ·,lJ li , li c.:, .:I n.: c vJ ilallk in Iuot" J.:H.lcler 

inju r ie<; 175, 76 1 ' nd lIail-gllll illjllfi t:~ 177, 781· 

Occupational-medicine challenges 
for the emergency physician 

EJI'I l'rg 'Ilt')' alld OL'ClIP,1liollill ph ysi itlm ar ' I rai nl:d 

lIml 'r d i[J cn:1l1 r '}.I i rlll.: l1 ~ Mid board -cerl i fi ed by 
dirk r('111 'I rgo n iz,lliom (II!' Anleri a ll Board 01 

PIIlt' rgt'n y Mcclicjllc lA B MI <lnd Ihe Am -r ic;] 11 

I3O..Jfd or Prl'vcllliv l' Ml'd ici llc I td3PM I. fC'f1 ' -
livdy ), V,lII Dyke in 1') 1-\7 n: "oglli/l.:d liI,ll til(; 

ll: ~ JlOIiSihiliI Y 01 Ill r' A ., "P WilS nOI 10 [H 'lp 'nll'r­

gClle ph y~ i i.lIlS dcv l'lop OCClIjlilliollal-llt.:J III! kills 

I, lIillg t)11l ~i d c Ihe illl ' r~ t' l ioll or t'lll l'rg')I y .:l n" 

0(CUPiJ lillll.11 Illcdil'inl' II _ I: in~ll' !1 d. 11 . ~(lllg lli III 

h ig ltlighllhl' lou Ih.ll 11I0S1 cTnc rgl'llcy provid 1' , do 
""t Ihill k .:l r workpl.ln: l-,'LlC ' l'xcq)j wht:1I In:" I ­
ill)! ;'1 (UIC industrial injuries 1791 and 10 ~'mpha~i7' 

Ihe II ct:d to corrn'l Illis dcli(it'ncy, COllvc rsely. ill 

lilt' 198(», ollly JboUI 30% of Ihl' p ranicc llr 8 t pi­

('.11 0 , upJtional physici,1l1 w as dl'voled 10 ;:r ClIle: 

injlll'ic ~ (7 9 I , Vall Dykl' wJ'tlIt'. " c llH'rgl'llcy pll y i ­

ei.))ls art' as VlTlltr.lillt'd .l~ ,1IIyollt' 10 11.IIIc1k acule 

ocnlpilliol1al illjllI'il's, bIll whl'rt' call Ihe y gt't Ihe 

ilddiliollal Ir,lilling III l:Xp.lIlt! Iheir t'xperlisc ill 

Ol'l"llpalion,ll lIlt'd icitw [79 1. " Althollgh il can lw 

argllt'd 111111 addilional t1<J ining would be l.Is('/ul 

(' Vl'll in lil t: ,\I'ca of the 0 lIplllillna l f81llili c lions 

of workpl;, 't' injufit's. Ihe l ',dl for prograllls 10 

il1lTl".l$C Ihe kllowledgl' ba se ;lI1d skill St'l of t'lllcr­

gt'll l)' phy~ icia \l o; \' ,1 $ ,1n :lpPl"llpriJlt' (Jn t: ,md 

W.1S illili.lll ), ;lpplalllit-d I~OI. Ul1fortllnalel)" OVt'r 

lilt' pJSI _ '5 yltars. l1l'itllt'[ 11K A " P nor nlht'r 

organi'l-t:d emergency mcdidnc groups have done.:: 

very much LO develop Ihe interface between occu pa­

lional medicine and cmergen y m edicine , RcccllLly. 

Wl'b-based mitialive5 have arisen. but the e p rn­
gram!> arc nOI u~ual1y tailoreu I() th peafi n eeds 

of l.'merl:CIILY physi ian [81 1 
Undoubtcd ly Lhl' m()~1 'rinus imp'd imelll \0 

propl'r rl'o)~niti()n and managemcllI of cup<J· 

lioll 'di'il ' rder~. particularly Ihe It s oh iou\ (l cu-

palio l lal injuri ' ~ , in Ihl' -mergen department i 
Ihc f<l i lllr - 10 8,k abou l Ihl: lUrrl:nl nd past () cu ­

palh 11 \ a lld loh dUl i '~ 01 pa lien ls I 2-86 1, Even 

un 'II1 r loynl pali ' n! rna have a pa~t work history 

thai may imr i n ~~' nn llr 'if (urrcll l Illl'd i aJ ( ondi · 

lioo\, Work placc factor!> are cli~cu5~('d in Il ly 21 % 

of phy i 'a n- ralic III 'nC(lunters even though 0% 
01 palil'flIS in oll e siudy rcpo rtl'o wockpta c cau .a­

I ion, 15'1<. repon ed (: a t!rbat i n of Ill 'i r I IHlitiul1 

by w o rk. Jnd t %, um r1aincd III l Iheir Clllldil ion 

ma de work mur - dUO lIll [1 6 J. A '>Lud o f 2,050 
nlcd ic..J 1 hart, ftlLlnd Ih I althu ligh g 'nde r an I gt: 

Iri slnri ' ~ ~ JlJl ',rt:d in 99% II I til , hart. all u ur a­
l io llal hi I I ry WJ~ pr 'Sl' ll t in (ln ly 27 .8% 1871 . cn 

wh ' 11 Ih ,' , Ir rl'nL gCIll' ral 1I 'Cupa l ion 01 0 paliel1l 

,JlP ' ;I r~ ( >II J chart , II i ~ Ji slind l ra n: 10 fi nd ~plo" 

df i t joh ek<; r ipliollll r a Ib t ( ) f p rc inus jobs , ancer 

pd l le lll ~ r'p rC' l' lI t a grn uJ) w ith lo ng-Ia lency di ea t' 

of! 'n a ~ n il '<I with l'lIl plo m en l. oft ' 1'1 If) th e 

rcnhHl' p, t 188-90 1, fll an inveslig:ll iOI1 el l p lienlS 

w ilh Iransi liunal c ' II car inoma o f l hc bla Idcf, 12% 
of Jll ellLln, t1i1d IlO m Cll l um ot oc upalional hi ' I t f)' 

lll' or oc<upalion s Iha t might have bel'1l J ~ignifi ca n t 

fa ClOr in the ' tio lo 'y o[ Ihe bladder cal1 c ~ r (911. 

BOI h hell igll and Illal igna n I a,bcsw '- related dis­
l'asl'S rna ' ari e decadc~ rl er sign ifi ant exposurt'; 

Ih cir rclill iOl1sh ip 10 \' ()rkpl a l: o r l'llvironrnenta l 

exposlI r 'S Illay be mi ,td if a Ihlll"llUgh (J(cu palional 

hislory i . nOI p 'rform ed [92 1, Th ' con, eq Ll t'lln: 

of Cl tni s~ iJl g or inadeqllal (J upa l i(l) lal hi ~lor " in 

addilitlll to lega l liabilil Y ftlr Ihe 'mergency ph ys i-

'a n, include Ih e failu re to del t an occu patio nal 

elilliog lhal III }' be re i ' ant lor rtlil nagenw n l 

01 Ihe individual palic i I an d the lail u re III dl' tc I 

J )rrccl ahk w LJrkplat'e o r environmental expo­

Sill" tha t ca ll alieel olher indi vidual in Ihc am' 

selli ng, Err CL~ o n a p<l tient's retu rn III w ork or lm 

work 'r's compen alion or other l l'g I i SlIt:>; may be 



sign ui am 193.94 1. Sa I.. pain i 'Onll11onl cen in 
lhe e:mergt'n ' d partrncl1l and i frequelltly rd iilt'cl 
ro ~ a rk 195\. as are l:ye injurie 196\ . Lcs' om ­
m o n ly recog n ized a'\ havil1.' a l){ llc'll lia l workpic1ct' 
ca mpanelli are r prod uct ive diso rders \ 7-1 -' I. 
Jerma l iLi ' [ 04 \. and m ed ica l prob lL' m in lhl)~C 

wi th pccia li zed I ) upalimh lI Lh as Ih t: r d oml ­

ing am [ 10 -1081 . T<kin" all dfl" t iw 0 Ipel l ionaJ 

hisl HI' in the em 'rg 'ncy lepa rt me n I i ' Iii m it: red 
110t on l by () c r 'rowd in£ ami li me c lI1 ·tra in u. 

[ 109 1 t ut ab ) b Ih e ob crvaliol tha i Ill l' !'': is .111 

tre mel . low correlat ion bt: tw ee n I h y. k ia n Jnd 
worke r judgme m of the work· feJar edne. s o f hca llh 
problems I I I I. any versions oj o ccupaliona l and 

environmenta l q llc51ion n ai rcs l: x i I 111 1- 1161. bu t 
questionna ires ha vl: d raw ba ks as wcll <IS ad an· 

lages . Th t: m( ~ l im portanl ad vice 10 an em l'rge n )' 

ph ys ician wil i! rcspeci 10 occupalional is ' lIl' ~ ill 

the " rncrgt' T1 i' depa rtmcIlI is 10 inquire about IhL' 

patient's occupalional hiSlur <llId 10 mairll ill n 

high index o j smpicion for w rk-rclatcdnc . (f clll)' 

injury or illne s encountered. 
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