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3. IMPLEMENTATIONS 

 
BCOTM has been implemented in five M-7 Bradley 

Fire Support Team (BFIST) vehicles (Fig 1), four of 
which moved into Iraq with the first convoy from the 4th 
Infantry Division (ID), Fort Hood, TX.  The Bradley 
Command Vehicles (BCV) systems were surrounded by a 
security system of two Abrams tanks and an infantry 
squad in a Bradley Fighting Vehicle System to ensure 
safety.  Major General Odierno successfully exercised 

battle command from the untested BCV systems on the 
first combat operation undertaken by the 4th ID in over 30 
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errestrial communications (e.g. Near Term 
(NTDR) and Enhanced Position Location 
System (EPLRS)) and/or satellite communication
International Maritime Satellite (INMARSAT
links provide a live, continuous data flow whic
commander current on changing battlefield cond

 

1.  INTRODUCTION 
 
Modern combined arms conflicts d
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2.  ARCHITECTURE 
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Fig 1. BCOTM Bradl
 

years.  The BCVs performed bett
quick and easy to bring into action,
a decisive advantage during the 4th

ey vehicle 

er than expected, was 
 and gave MG Odierno 
 ID’s engagements in 

Iraq.  Without its presence the battle would have been 
delayed by about 9 hours. (Odierno and Erickson, 2003) 

 
For the first time, commanders were given the ability 

to practice commander-centric warfare.  The BCV 
systems allowed the commander to move forward to the 
decisive point on the Battlefield and engage in Network 
Centric Warfare.  The success of the initial program 

 
Fig 2. MBCOTM HMMWV vehicle 
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Versions of the MBCOTM HMMWV and Stryker 

vehicles recently participated in a Joint Logistics-Over-
the Shore exercise (JLOTS) at Fort Story, Virginia, hosted 
by the 7th Transportation Group.  In addition to 
showcasing ability to load and off-load equipment onto a 
bare or degraded beach, joint and enroute mission 
planning was  
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