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AESTRACT

RUSSIA, RELIGION, AND THE ROSARY!
CAN RELIGION EBE A U.S., WEAFON
AGAINST THE SOVIET UNION?

Christiarn theology can be a3 practical strastegic
weapon aqainst the U.8.5.R, First, the esserce of
religious practice can dernote Communism as a reliqion,
Secord, religions historically anmd currently are
strategically important. Third, religion causes Soviet
Urior leadership to respond im 8 reactiornary manner.

Fourth, reliagion higstorically is of high value in the

United States of America, Fifth, the United States can

¥ uge religion #s 8 strateqic wespon asgsinst the U.S.8.R.

The wse of religion as a3 weapon can take three strateagies!

(1) Inereasgse the interreligiouws tensiorns between Islam,

Orthodox Christianity, EBuddhism, and Commuriism in the

- et o' y
R D 1 g s
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; Soviet Union, (2) cultivate the arowth of the Christian
i

G virtues throwghout the society in the U.8., and (3) to
g foster United Ststes relisnce uwpon the uwse of the

suparrmatural sct of prayer.
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CHAFTER I

INTRODUCTION

Can the Christian theology be a8 practical strateqic
weapon aaainst the U.8.84.Re? This fundamental question is
the genesis of the present reports. The thesis of this
report is as follows?! Religiom and Christianm practice are
weapons that can be strateegically employed asgainst the
U.G5¢5.Rs Beveral subquestions derive from the main ques—
tion. Are relidgions of strategic importance? Is religion
important to the United States population? Is reliqion
important to the Soviet Socialist Republics? Is the U.S.
now wsing reliqiom 385 a2 strategic weapon zaainst the

U‘SOSOR.?

The anrswers to the precedimg questions are obtained
from a review of religious literature im the Combined Arms
Research Library at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. The author
focused wpon the religiouvs book contained in the library
and focused uporn 8 computer literature search of the New
York Times dats bark, The auvthor selected books written
withinm the past thirty wears, and he selected rewspaper

articles less than five 4esrs old,
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Recerntly religion dominated world political
events. The world witnessed an amazing event~--the Iranian
revolution. This violent act of rebellion agsinst the
powerful Shah of Iran was based on a8 fumdamental change
in religious practice, Manyg explanations may be posed
for the revolution, but the public explansiion focused
wpon the Islamic religiows faith, An ecoromically sound
and militarily powerful country is mow destrovyed. Millions
of lives are drastically changed hecause of the peoples’
reliqious demands and feelings. Iran underwent a cataclysm

in order to alter reliqiouws practice.,

Religion in Irarm is a sigrificant element of
rnational power. The intensity of reliqious feeling
motivates the political leadership to threatern "holy war®
uvpon political enemies. (One dictionary definevs "holy war"
38 "3 war waged by religious partigssns to propagste or

defend their faith,"!

Enormous rumbers of people share 3 religious fer-
vor, witressed recently through televised Iranian public
demonstrations, The religiows fervor of the Iranians pro-
pagates fear of war in Iramian neighbors. Within the
militarily weakened Iranian revolutionaries, religious

fervor instills couraqe to figqht battles with militarily

e A ~ 0. ksl i
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powerful Iraq. Religion powerfully affects Iran

nationally.

Consider now the circumstances of the Islamic
community im the Urion of Soviet Socialist Republics.
Religion strongly affects the political nature of the
Soviet Urion. Non-Europearn people exist in Certral Asia,
rnow a3 part of the U.8.8.R,, and these people are a3 large
ethinice arovp with 3 common Islamic religions The popula-
tion is estimated to be doubling every twenty wears, and
by the turn of the twenty-first cerntury, the Islamic
population is expected to be the dominant population.z
These central Asiar people are culturally relsated to the
Fersian and to the Chirese. They are slso ostracized from
the mainsgtresm of Ewropean Rugsian culture. They are
strongly motivated to practice their Islamic faith, an act
that places them at odds with Marxist-Leninist soeietg.B
Throuab religion the nature of the Soviet Urion is
diversified by a8 people dramatically different from the

Rugsian Europear.

Isrgeli history Qives uws appreciation of religion
as a mysterious element of nationsal power. The strength of
that power is best described by the following Hebrew quota-
tions!

If you live according to my laws, 1f gou kesp My
commandments and put them into practice, « « «
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I will give peace to the land, and gou shall sleep
with norne to frighten bou « + o+ The sword shall not
pass throoegh yvyour lamd, You shall pursue Yyour ernemies
arnd they shall fall before your sword; five of 4You
pursuing 8 hundred of them, orne hundred pursuing ten
thousanrnd}; ar?d wour ernemies shgll fall before yowr

sword,

But if you do rnot listern to me, and do rot observe
each one of these commardments, if Yyou refuse my laws
and disregard myg customs, and bresk my Covensnt by not
obgerving each one of my commandments, thernm T will
deal in like manmer with Yyou.

+ ¢ + I will turm e2qainst vou and wou shall oe
daefeated by your eremies. Your foes shall have the
mastery over gouw, ard 4gu shall take flight whern there

ig Mo ore purswing You.

The Hebrews recorded srother powerful promises

You may say in gour heart, "These mations outrium-—
ber me? how shall I be sble to dispossess them?'" Do
rot be afraid of them! remember how Yahweh, your God,
dealt with Fharsoh and a3ll Eqypt, the arest ordesls
Your own edes have seen, the siams and wonders, the
michty hand arnd cutstireteched arm with which Yahweh
gaur God has brouaht vou. So will Yahweh your God
deal with a3ll the peoples whom you fear to face. « +

Do not bhe afraid of them, for Yahweh vour God is
among You, a3 God who is grest arnd terrible. Little
bty little Yahweh Your God will destroy these mations
tefare gou; you will rot bhe sble to make an end of
them 3t once, or the wild bheasts wowmld arow too many
for you, EBut Yahweh your God will deliver them over
to 4ou amd will harass them umtil they are destroded.
He will deliver their kings into Your hsmds and 4you
will blot out their names from under heaven! none
shall withstand gou, urtil 4You have destroved them

3110“‘

A mystery surrounds these promises. For these

promises were rendered to 3 small imsigqmificant mation.

However, that nation inm orne qgeneratior becsme one of the




e ALt

o mrm

e gt

T PSR

o=

TR i ey T e

PSS AU e . L g

more successful military powers of the time. A dehaste
comtinves whetner the power is natural or supernaturasl.

Religion remains a3 key element of national power.

Subsequent chapters will discuss gerneral topics
elaborating on the thesis, The essence of religion <an
emphasize the strategic importarce of religion. The
importarnce of religion to the U.8.8.R. compared to the
importarnce of reliqiom to the U.S, revesls passible U.S.
enployment of religion as am additional means of contending

with the U.8.5.R.

In summary, the author presents his question, his
thesis, and several observations gQerneratimg the question
and the thesis. The author rotices the force of religion
in contemporary political isswes in Sowthwest Asia, and he
contemplates the number of religious people in the Soviet
societys Subsequent chapters will display more reliqgious
information about the Soviet Urmionm asnd the United States of

Americsa.
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3Mickelson, Fp. 36-45,
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CHAFPTER II

i ESSENCE OF RELIGIOUS FRACTICE ]

This chapter demonstrates that the Soviet society

. espouses a religion called Cemmurnism. First, the resder

R E it

‘ evaluates s definition of religiomrm} ard second, he con-

templates the religious ideas of several authors. Third,
the reader views nationalism as a reliqious process! and

fourth, he evaluates Communism bhoth 34 3 religious armd as

i e S P Tt el 1 et bR,

e

a8 nationalistic process.,

i The Webster umabridged dictionary defines

i

; “"religion" as *“the service snd adoration of God or & qod

i as expressed imn forms of worship, in obedience to divine

commands, especially as found in accepted sacred writings
or as declared by recoenized teachers and in the purswit

’ of & way of life regarded as incumbent on true believers."

A MM A e 5 N, (TR L - .

Webister further defires ged as "bheing of more than hunan

aar

attributes and powers, especially a8 superhumsarn person
conceived a3s dominating nature or some provimece of nature

and to whom worchip is due and acceptable."1

The author chooses to point out derotations in the

person or thing, (2) some formality of behavior, (3) an

X
it
i
i
i
1,5 defimition of reliqgion? {1) service and adoration of some
| .f
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obedience to instruwctions offered from superior authority,
(4) 8 teschimg, wsuaslly codified and written, that is
impresgsed wpons, (5) a followina. These denotations broaden
the definition of religion to include some nationalistic

movements, 35 shall be diccussed in another place.

Religion and Christian practice are weapons that L
can be strategicaslly employed aaainst the U.8.8.R. The
purpose of this chapter is to poirt out that the essence of
religion denotes factors linking to fear, to behavior, to

civilization, to nationalism, and to commuriism.

Author Lewis Erowne relates the origim of religion
to man’s fear of the environment. Richsrd Weaver believes
civilization results from the reliaious behavior of wen.
Charles Davis describes an important function of religiom.
Arnd the author of the present work attempts to demonstrate

charactaristics excluding philosophy from characteristics

of religion,

Lewis EBrowne points out that common to all men

throughout 231l time 1is the fear of the environment.2 - -

E

)

Browrne projects that this fear is the domimant character-— i
: E:

istic of primevsl mam. Erowne argues that early man k.

trusted in magic to reduce the urplessant feelira of fear
and the unpleasant fTeelimg of helplessress. Erowrne aragues

further that with time, marn substituted religiom for the
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trust in maagic. Modern man uses religion to dispel the

wnpleasant feelings of fear ard helplessress.

Erowne prefers to bhelieve religion qives bhirth to
civilization.3 Through the aid of complex tools, insti-
tutions, and procedures, civilization further reduces
environmental fear. Accordirgly, & probable ruwelews of
civilization is religion} civilization may be the child

of religion.

Like Erowne, Richard Heaver also arques that
civilization arises from religion.q Weaver &slso introduces
8 contrast to show that only man is capable of forming
religion and is capable of formirng civilization. First,
Weaver argues life in society implies life under s high
gquidine a@ood, developed by reason.5 Seconrnd,; Weaver
contrasts reasonable man with the unressoning beast. Like
men, beasts experience anxiety? and in the special circum—-
gstance of pets, the annxiety of ithe beast can be assuaqged by
a master., Eeasts are mot krown to reason in complex ways.
Beasts don’t wsually zppear to exhibit religious behavior.
Beasts don’t build complex societies or civilizatiorns.
Complex reasoning asbilitgy is & property of man. This
property of reason asllows fuor the developwment of religion

which, im turmn, provides for civilizatior.
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Charles Davis describes one function of religion,
namelyg, " , . o+ support of society through providing 3
comprehensive system of mesning within which the social
order can be built.“6 Davis feels that the purpose of
reliqion is to provide 8 socislly wseful measning to unex-
plairied socially disturbing phernomena, thus supporting the
building of a3 complex social order.7 Davis is deeply
concerned with the meaning of life; and it is for that
explanation, he feels religious behavior fundamentslly is

expressed im all behavior.a

Civilization is a variant of religion. As
previously mertioned, reliqion appears basic to human
existence and reliqion appears to be a urique product of
human reason. Reason is based wpon ideas--ore of the most
powerful of all manr’s activities, Ideas control the lives
of millions of people. Recent history demonstrates the
ideas of certain sinqle men, e.a,, Adolph Hitler, Vladimir
Lenirn, Mso Tse-Tung, Joseph Stalin, influencirng the lives
of millions of peopl@‘9 The nesar causal relationship of
religion and civilization is reinforced by the terdercy of
simngularly powerful men to become deified by the societies

irm which they live.

The author pauses momerntarily to touwch upon

discriminating between philosophy ard religior—-s

10
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discerimination helpful in later reading, Fhilosophg is
questior oriented; religion is command or declaration
oriented. Fhilosophy inspires speculstion; religion
demands actiomn. FPhilosophy directs to a general corcept)

religiorn instructs in the adoration of a3 person.

The mext major topic of explarmastion is mationslism.
Nationalism ig to be differentisted from statehood. State-
hood is a larger entity amd may imcorporate severs)l nations

irn 3 political orqamnization.

Nationalism is intimately asgociated with reli-
gion.lo Natiornalism can be viewed as a form of extended
religion. First, nationalism is a3 tuype of socializstion--
a8 special kind of civilization. Second, nationalism is a3
hiahly developed social instrument used to reduce the fear
of the environment. Third, intense nstionalism usgually
creates a3 deified personage~—one who is regarded as the

father of the movemert.

Another view linkimg religion to natiornalism is the
viewpoint of a8 nation as a grouwp of people born with common
factors-—namely, philosophy or religion. A nation is a
collection of tribes which, in turn, are collectiorns of
families, Families are the collectiorn of individuals who
witmess to the philosophies and religion of the parents.

Nations thern are the qroupirigs of peoples sharing common

11




values of philosophy and religion, the sharing empowered
by the process of birth. Nations vary by differences in
religious practices., Earon points out that religiows
schizms develop new nations and that cultures vary because

of religioug differences.li

Nationalisem is defined a3s a sense of rational
conscionsress exalting ore nation sbove all others and
placing primary emphasis or promotion of its culture and
interests as opposed to those of other natioms or supra-
national qroups.lz Notice a sense of missionary activity
within the defirition. The property of missiornary activity
sllows natioralism to share 3 common property with the

religiong of Christianity armd Islam,

Nationalism 85 a religious process is well illus-
trated by the "Germanr Faith" movement durinag the time of
the Third Reich wnder Adolph Hitler and the National
Socialist Pa;ts. Hilhelm Hauwer, with strong migsionary
zeal, proposed 2 religious movement in Germary in 1933.13

He arqued aqainst the Christiarn religion to be supporting

the German people. He offered his own wmique religion as a

substitute, This "German Faith" was 3 deliberste attempt
to develop a German cultural "Faith" bhased wpon Christian
confessions in 1933, This effort was sanctiored and siop-

rported by the Na—wi Party amd cortrolled for state bernefit
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by article ¥24 of the program of the Natiomalist Socialist
Farty, Aspects of Christianity, undesiresble to the Nazi
Farty, were effectively meutralired by substituting a
civil~religion. An entire urique cultural civilization was
born under the auspices of that rnew civil-religion. The
German rationalism was, inm fact, 8 new relicious system

purposefully contrived for specific ends.

Contemporary Soviet Russian socviety parasllels
German natiomalism guided by the Nazi Fartg. The Soviet
system more perfectly satisfied the requirements of 3
relieion. Using the Judeo-Christian religion as 8 model,
the Soviet society is anaslagous to the traditionsl Christ-
ian society with wnique "prophets, a christ, a church, 3
messaqe or qospel, 2 priesthood, a ritusl, and s pope."i4
Interestingly, these anaslogues are officially opposed by
the Marxian concept which states that religion is only &
suwperstructure of societs.ls By arnslogy, Lenmin serves as

the christ} Marx and Erngels, the prophets! the Communist

Farty, the church} the Compunist Manifesto and Lenin’s

writinges are the gospel} the Communist Farty hierarchy, the
priesthood; the party rules, the ritusl) and the Fremier,
the pope. Further;,; the Soviet state has analoqgously
reproduced the old religious celebrations of the rites of
marriage, birth, funersals, harvest, and planting. This

parallel is reinforced by the opinion of Feter Howard, who
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writes that Russian materislism is a3 reaction to

progressive Christianits.l6

Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, who first popu-
larized Communism a3s a8 philosaophy in the mid-nineteenth
century, published with messiamic zeal worthy of true
missiornaries, Their lives and work bhecome, in some

respect, a8 humorows illustration of foolish delusion.

Marx and Engels had prodigiouws minds. Their worhk
impresses their great mental capscity wpon the reader.
Outstanding inm their writing is their wtter contempt of
religion, in genersl, and Christismity, in particular.
Their research of religion was a gargantuan effort. These
two gentlemen devotedly expounded wpon religiom in & large
portion of their work. {arl Marx said, "religion is the

sigh of the oppressed creature + «+ +» + It is the opium of

the people.“l’

Opium removes andiety armd pain. Marx’s obsessive
anti-Christisn writing must have also been arxiety reducirg
for him—~—-must have helped reduce the pairn of hatred for his

contemporary gsociety.

Opium’s effect of removing pain snd arnviety does

rot, in fact, demy the truthful presernce of a8 noxious

stimulus, The effect only covers over the stimulaling
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evile Similarly, the effect of writing om Marx’s personal
well-beimng did mot, in fact, deny the truthful presence of

a8 noxiows socisal order withinm his scheme of society, Mary

drugged himselft with his own writing.

Mary: believed '"man makes religion; reliqgion does
rnot make Mam « + +» » This state, this society, produce

.“18 Marx

religion, 2 reversed world-consciousress . .
believed the eftfect of religion was to focus attemtion on
non-materisl existence. Marx rejected a supernatursl force
to explain the Christisn reliqgion in particular. Marx

could only accept a limited human force to explain religion

in genersl, and Christisnity in particuwlar.

Mary arnd Engels wrote in their Communist Manifesto
"o + o+ But Communism abolishes all reliqion, and all moral-
ity, instead of constituting them on 3 new basis . . 0"19
The productive writing of these two great qermiuses humor-
ously witnesses the ironyg and falsehood of their thesis,
Their thesis itself becomes a religiom~—-most uniquely a

religion imitating the Christiam religion they both

personally despised.,

Marx amd Enqels wrote prolifically of reliQiows
history, religious principles, asrnd of amslysis regarding
past g4reat religious movements. They correlated ecoromics

and societies with religions. Thew both labored profusely
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in writing of religion. They proceeded to exhaustively
attack all prior religions. They produced their own
comprehensive system—~Communism, Their writings are
permeated with 8 distinct bitterrness and contempt towards
Christianitg, They both illustrate the process desecribed
by Lewis Browne! i.e., that man faced with fear of the
environment will produce a8 system desiared to reduce the
fear and control the environment, Commuonism is a8 religious
system unconsciously desigred by its awthors to alleviate
their own fear of evil in the world, and 8 reliqious system
desiqgried to substitute for 811 prior religions to which the
authors were exposed. Marx and Engels created their own

religQion~-=Communism~-—~to reduce their fear aof the world.

Note Engels’ quotation, "The historg of early
Christianity has notable points of resemblance with
the modern working-class movement. Like the latter,
Christianity was originally a movement of aoppressed
people + . .“20 Consider the auwotatiorn in converse
form! “The history of the modern working—-class movement
has notable points of resemblance with early Chrigtianity,
Like the latter, the working-class movement was a movement
of oppressed people." Engels may have unconsciously
derived Communism to replace Christianity. As Enqels’

ming substituted Communism for Christianity-—a3 system

unconsciously templated orn Christiznity--Ernqels’

16
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theoreticslly couwld rot admit that his sdystem was the
: same as that he publicly repudiated. Engels wrote the é
? , above first-quoted idea so 3s to establish continuity
%

with his antiChristian position.

Communism satisfies the speciaslized definition of a

religion, Communism demsnds of its adherents an adoration ]

of Lenin as 3 qod; demands ar adoration publicly displaved

throuah & proper ritwasl) demands obedience to Lemin’s

directives which are codified in the sacred writings of the

suprem: Soviet and Folitburo~-amgd which are declared by )

successive teachers (Stalim, Kruschev, Erezhnev) of the way

sl .
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of 1ife, Communiism is a3 complex socizl structure desigred

irn response to a8 hostile world by the efforts of two men,

Maryx and Erqels, and applied by Lenin to the needs of

Russian pecple to protect Russiamns from 38 hostile world.

it s i S Cen s aTd - i

Communism provides a3 meaninag of life anmd supports a compre-—

Qg 4a

thensive social order, sliem inm value to much of the world,

Linatiosl,

A and supports a social order possessing 3 missionary

consciousrness. Communism a3llows the profuse expression of

B

Russian natiornalism,. Commurmism has 3 directed ernd similar
to that end the German Faith movement subscrihed for the
Third Reichs As a reliqQiorn, Communism is 3 mockery of the

|
$ anti-reliqgiouws postions of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin,
t

17
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CHAFTER III

RELIGIONS ARE OF STRATEGIC IMFORTANCE

In this chapter the suthor first propaoses & working

defirition of strateqy, Second, he illustrates current
leadership in religion and politics ard examines that
leadershig in the worlid. Third, the author illustrates
certain contemporary religious and political coroup
hostilities. Fourth, the author enumerstes contemporary
qeopolitical regions inmfluericed by religicuws positions of
various people. Fifth, he ithen emxamines the Soviet Union

for Islamic religiows affairs.

The purpose of this chapter is to point out
religions and Christian practices have varging impact on
various countries’ paolicies towards one another. Varia-
tions in the U.8.8.R.’s religions, specifically, pose

potential weaknesses in the Soviet political suystem.

The asuthor chooses to definme strategy as the
process by which a mation determines for itgself a policy
of action relative to snother nation, considering the
comparisons of five general broad elements of geoqraphy,

natiorsl will, ecoromics, polities, and military forces.
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This definition will suffice to incorparave the mary

illustrations that follow.

World lesdership is a subject frequently discussed
in contemporary newspaper articles. According to Mr,
Robert McNamara, the Fresident of the World Eank, politi-
cians are particularly moted to be incompetent as world
1eaders.1 He finds the world becoming more difficult for
reople to govern. In 19200, ten natiorms cowld have provided
a8 world leader, In 1981, more than 130 nations cowld have
provided a world leader. With & large number of tional
leaders, a sirngle leader has difficulty being recogrized

and accepted by a8 large ritmber of nations.

Religiouws figures are currently giving the world a
senrnse of leadership. Ayotollazh Khomeirni and Pope John Faul
IX are two imposing dynamic leaders wha have world sttern—

tion todaw. A quotastion taken from the Chraistisn Science

Monitor well summarizes an observation! '"Ferhaps it is a
sign of the times that, worldwide todsy, the simple phrases
*the Fope’ or ‘the Ayatollah’ are more likely to conjure wup
an immediate physical image of two specific individuasls
than are the phrases ‘the FPresident’ or ‘the Frime

"
Mimister.’""

Fope Fius XIT and Joseph Stalinm provided strong

leadership for their respective organmizations. Several
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decades ago Fope Pius XII decreed excommunication to athe-
istic Communists, Subsequently, Joseph Stalin established
ruthless amtichurch policies in eastern Europe. Stalin was
quoted as contemptuously saying, "How many divisions does
the Fope have?" Qpen Communist diplomatic visits with the
Pope beaan during the decade of the 1960‘s. Visitation of
the Fope to Communist Foland occurred during the 19707s
with noticeable goverrmental cooperation durinaq that

visit.3

FPapal leadership and policies have altered the
relationship between the Vatican and the Italian Communist
Party, For years after World War II, the Vatican tried to
cormtain the Italian Communist Farty by demoristrating no
ofticial recognition of the party, In the late 1970’s, the
Vaticen officially received the Commurnist Fresident of the
Italian government’s Chamber of Deputies., Also, the
Vatican under Fope Faul VI received the Communist Magor

ot Rone.q

Mot 8li religiowsly strategic influential leader-
ship is recessarily persomal, The Sowthern EBaptist Church
in the United States of America avows increased politicsl
activity., June 1978, ‘he Southern EBaptist Church publicly
snnounced its policy of supporting hiaghly political isswes.

The Southern EBaptists were aaainst funding of nuclear

~
r
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weaporry, The Souwthern Baptists were for multilateral arms
control and were for committed political action on behalf
of human rights (aging, abused children, the poor, etc.).
The Southern Easptists declared political activism in
corncert with other religious growpings to include the Roman

Catholic and liberal Frotestant churches.>

The United States of America demonstrates the
reliqious and strateqic ramifications of incompetent

political leadership. The Christisn Science Momitor

reports that beirmg unfamiliar with the strategic importance
of religion led the Urited States qovernment to perform
wnforqQiveably in diplomatic state affairs with Iran. U.S,
qovernmental officials couwld not discrimirate political
elements from religious elements in the recert Iranian
revolution.6 The subsequent difficulties of the take-

over of the American embassy in Teheran, Iran is further

evidence of the political incompetence.

The next few paraqraphs indicate distinet aroups
of people who demonstrate and who value the strateaqic
importance of religion. Contemporary national conterders—-
described im followimg paraaraphs—-frequently illustrate

greast underlyirg religious differenrnces.

The present war betweenrn Irish Catholics and

Irish Protestants is a firme example of a8 relicious war.
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Hostilities ever present between Moslem Arabs and Jewish
Israelis iz another example, The present strife between
Russian and Folish societies is suspect 3s an issue between
Russian Orthodoxy and Folish Catholicism. The Wsll Street
Journal reports that “. . . faith and theologey sre begin-
ning to have some very practical consequences." Irarn,
Libya, and Egupt are three natioms fighting among them-
selves, All three nations have zealous Islsmic popula-
tions. The Xslam of Irsn is of a significant difference
from the Islam of the other two nations. The Soviet Union
is 2 sirgle country experiencing at least three distinct
religiows forces: Russisn Orthodoxy, Judaism, and the

Baptist church.7

Ore group of Soviet citizerns potentially opposes
another large grouwp of Soviet citizerns, Official Soviet
Moslem literature recently alluded to eastern Christian
Soviet communities aiding the development of the Central
Asian Moslem communities, The tone of the article, the
context in which the statements were placed, and the state-
ments all pointed to a realization of the disquieting
relationships between the western republics and the Moslem

Certral Asian republics.S

Eassed vpon reliqQiouws antagonisms, group forces

are beqimning to pit Moslem believers aqgairst European
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Chrisgstisns. Time reports, '"Islam is beirng used as a

vehicle for strikina back at the West."’

The presence of
Islamic peoples in westerrn Europe brings to public view
concerns never pefore cornsidered in western European
societys The Moslem faithful rumber 25 milliomn--11.95
#illiorn in Soviet Euwrope, 7,5 willion in eastern Europe,
and 6 million in western Europe. Christiasns drove the
Moslems from western Europe centuries ago, Moslems have
returned and are now begirrning to raise their politicsl
voices asking that their cultural needs be met by the host
nations. Religious hostilities are developirmg within the
borders of host nations., The needs of Moslem communities
ery throuahout the ecoriomies of the host nations. The need
exists to buwild mosques and to compete for jobs in a con-
tracting economy., Jobless and poorly paid Moslems live in
ghettos, Rich Mediterranean Moslems attempt to finamce
the poor European Moslem, the rich assisting the building
of schoaools and religiouws centers, Religion is revesling

surprisirng political forces al work in western Europe.io

The author chooses to eriwmerate geopolitical
factors illustirating the strateqic sianificarce of
religiorn, The order of presentatiorn will be to consider

Moslem mations and thern to conmsider Christiam mations.
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Strife amomng certain Moslem nations directly
affects the strateqic policies of the United States.
First, 8ll the oil-bearing rations of the Mediterraresn,
the Near East, and the Southwest Asis sre Moslem. Their
populations are 93 percent ﬁoslem.il Second, some Moslem
populations publicly expregs hostility toward European and
Urited States cultures Third, thece Moslem countries fiaht
among themselves, thereby threatening oil productiorn on

which the U.85. wltimately depends.

The Soviet Union expedierntly alters part of its
foreian palicy to acrommodate various Islamic nations in
the Near East and the Asian Southwest. The Soviet Union is
the Tifth largest Moslem country im the world, and it is
concerned about Moslem neighbors.lz Soviet foreiarn policy
appears to be genocide in wesk Afghanistan. Soviet foreian
policy appears to be precautionary and timid towards
revolutionary Iran., Soviet foreigm policy is supportive
and amiable towards the U.S5. supported Near East Arabian

states,

Crown Frirnce Fahd of Saudi Arsbias called for a8 holy
war saqainst Israel, so reported the Christian Science
ﬁg&l&g;.la Moslem effort mobilized asgainst Israel would
result from the ca3ll. Forces united would be smother Saudi

result from the call, Religious fervor would result fram
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the call. A holyg war declaration would be an important,

religious, strateqic event.

In Paskistan, Islam is "“more than 2 religion," it is

14 Fakistani Fresident Gerneral Mohamned

38 "wag of life."
Zia~ul~Hag explained Fakistarn provides a haven for Indian
Moslems., He further explained Pakistan was formed from
Indian territory for Inqian Moslems to practice their

religion, vnhirndered by Indian Hindw,

Chima displays an interestirg geopolitical,
religious, and strategic factor. China‘’s western province
Ximjiang has eleven million people, fifty percent of whom
are Moslem. These Chinese Moslems live adjscernt to Soviet
Moslems across the border. Eoth Afghanistar ard China are
hostile to the Urion of the Soviet Socialist Republics,lY

The author now presents the order of Christian
nations. Foland’s geopolitical forces are aqitated by
religion, First, the Pope is Folish, a8 fact in which the
Foles take great pride. Second, extreme polarity exists
between the 9% percent Catholic population and the
Communist quvernment, Native wnrest is partially created
by economic fawlts of the nation. Sueccessful religqious and
political confromtations promote a3 feeling of success in

the Catholic population: Foland is a3 country of vocal and

highly mationalistic dissidents, possessirg 3 high feelirg
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of personal indeperdence, Last, Moscow is fearful of

Folish sgitation..?

Another view of Folsnd likewise implies the
strateqgic signifticance of religicen in Folard. Not only
is the Folish population 935 percent Catholie, but popular
civil power appears qQreater when focused through the church
thar wher focused throuwgh the government. The Communist

17 As

government seeks advice of the Catholic hierarchyg.
demonstrated from December 1980 to February 1981, at times
the Folish gqovernment is uwnable to effectively qovern,
Accordingly, as Folish political circumstances change, U.S.
arnd U.s8+8.Re foreian poliés changes towards Foland and

towards each others, The USSR+ mobilized and placed

fifteer divisions around Foland.

Czechoslovakias is another eastern Europeazn nation
with strong religiouws resisternce to aovernmental policy,
One-half of the state popuwlatiorn is Cathelic. The
Communist government deliberately is hostile to the church
there. One-half of the church is wnderqround. The goverr-
mernt fosters abarmdorment of some of the key sdministrative
positions inm the priesthood. The goverrnment controls the
finances of the church, and the aovernment selects the

candidates for seminar5.18




Hunaary, likewise, demonstrates reliqiously
strateqgic factors. Hungary’s population is two-thirds
Catholic. One-half of the Chrigtisn community is under-
aground. A new governmerital policy strives to qain the
confidence of the priests and people in the church

hierarchs.19

Arother interesting esxample implicating the
strateqic importance of religion occurred im North Vietnam.
A North Vietnam refugee named Tran Van Han revealed several
small Roman Catholic villages irm Communist North Vietnam.
Mr. Han indicated that the North Vietnamese Communist
aovernment totally excommunicated the villages from the
North Vietnamese society, The qoavernment cessed taming the
200 villasqers, stopped providing qovernmental services, did
rot draft citizens in the villages, and the Communmist Party
did not develop village oraeanizations. A bhlack market free
economs provided goods with fish being the medium of
exchange. The Communist authorities im Nurth Vietrnam
exiled the villagers--all socisl intercourse stopped except
for occasional voluntary mail deliveries by the Castholic

. . ., 20
Archdiocesan personnel in Hasnoi.”

This paper now examires the Soviet Umion, viewing

in 8 more detailed mamner the strateqical siamificance of

religions The semsitivity of the Soviet Uriom’s leadership
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to religious influences is dramatically illustrated bs the
subsequent true story?! In 1977, the Libdar Fresident,
Muammar Gaddafi, visited the Soviet Umion., Communist Party
Chairman Leonid Erezhrev proposed opening a Soviet consu-
late in Libya, The Libgan President courter-offered with a
proposal to open a consulate in TashKemt, the capital of
the Central Asian republic, Uzbekistan, The Russian offer
was soon dropped when Fresident Gaddafi esxplairmed he wanted
to take care of the Moslems in that portion of the Soviet

, 21
Urnion.<

Islam can create considerable political difficulty
for the Soviet Union. This point is recogrnized and
reported in the public press., Fublicly reported opindon
warns indireetly of wndesirable comnsequences and recalls
Moslem hardships should Islam be forbidden., A paradox
exists crested by an stheistic Soviet Urmiorn murturing the

o
stromng religion-~Islam,“”

The Central Asian republics appear to harbinger
political difficulties to come. First; the Soviet
republics of KirQhizia, Tudzhikistsm, Uzbekistan, and
Turkmenia will become the single largest source of manpower
for the Soviet Army and Soviet industry, Second, less than

ore-third of the population speaks Russian, Third, by the

Yyear 2000, one-third of the Russian Armg will be people
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from Certral Asian republics and people who will have
difficulty reading the Soviet Army marnwals written in
Russian, Fourth, the Russisn-speaking Moslem miriority

appears decreasing., Fifth, Central Asian Moslems perceive

e T T g TR

Moscow as & foreigm place far sway. Sixth, Soviet citizers

Pt ia-d

ir Cemtral Asia feel a8 deep bornd with Iraniarns and the

23

Arabs of the Middle East.

Moscow must wse arbitrary authority to bind the

- interests of the Moslem people in Central Asia to the

3 interests of the Christisn people in the Slavic eastern
Europear: republics. The historyg of Central Asia differs

S dramatically from the history of Eastern Europe. The

% mother culture of Central Asis was the old Assyrian empire.
Later, the Macedonian empire of Alexander the Great and

- the Fersian empire of Cyrus the Great both modified the

t Assyriam cuwlture, In contrast, the mother culture of

eastern Europe was the Byzartine empire—~—derived from

P’
the Roman empire.“4

The Soviets sppear to slowly and deliberately allow

ERLALIE

8 controlled expansion of Islsm. This observatiorn is re-

ported in the public press. The reporter Klose counted an

impressive number of mosques built sirmce 1946--140 cathe-

dral mosques and 1000 smaller parish mosaques, Unlike the

31




earlier period of Stalirn, severe repression of Islam is

] . 25
rioticeatly asbsernt.

The Soviet reaction ta the Iranian government was
unexpected arnd bewilderirmg. The strategic sianificance
of religion helped to partislly uvnderstand the Soviet
reaction, The Soviet goverrnment was slow to resct,
exhibiting a distinet lack of decigiveness.26 The final
Soviet position was to befriemd am Tslamic natiorn-state
pledaed hostile to the Communist idesls, Since 1917, the
Soviet public position was hostile toward all reliqions.
Faradoxically, the U.S.8.R. did rot opportunistically
invade Irarn. Russia had 3 historical agreement claiming
unilateral interverticn in XIran under vague conditions.
Certain wnique advantages for invasion belonged to the
UeS.8iRv? aeographic locatiorn, lack of Iranian effective

support, and Iramisan ideological isolatiorn.

Klose sees the Soviets attempting to influerce the
oil rich arabs of the Middle Esst., First, the Soviet
tolerance of Islam is deliberate and contrary to public
statements, Second, the tolerance appears to be directed
to influence the thinking of Meslem Arab states. Third,

the Soviets are advertising Soviet society as the "freest

'7
society irm human histora.”“é
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In summary, this chapter has presented currently
published ideass inferrimq religion to be strategicslly

sianificart, World leadership is dominmated by religious

i fiqures., Many grouwps in the world are presently fighting i
! H
X or can potentially fiaht over religiows issues., The ;
} f geapolitics of Europe, Africa, and Asiz allude to religion
v . |
% as a fsctor to considers Islam is a8 major paradex in the (
G Soviet Union. ;
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CHAFTER IV
IMPORTANCE OF RELIGION TO U.8.8.R.

This chapter addresses the importance of religionm
ir the Soviet Union and how the Soviet government and
people desl with the subject of reliqion, The paper des-
cribes the official Soviet qovermmental relationship to
three malJor reliqgiows practices. Theresfter, the paper
develops the Christiam relatiormships in BSoviet history as
waell as present a contemporary witness to Christian feel-
ings among certain Soviet citizens, Finally, the paper
exposes religion as a8 medium through which dissension is
expressed and as a medium cauging fear in the Soviet

people.

The purpose of this chapter is to wnderstand Soviet
political inmtolerasnce of reliqion as a potential weakress,
Christian and Islamic ideas etrateqically assault the

Soviet Union and threstern potential political digrwuption.

The subject of religion appears to be radically
importanrt to the U,8:.8.R. On April 8, 1929, the All-
Russiarn Central Executive Committee and Soviet of the
Feople’s Commissaries of the Russian Soucizslist Federated

Socislist Republic published a 68-point restrictive decree.
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gf The decree was 3 list af legal restrictions on religious

&

; practices in the Soviet Uriorm arnd of leqal punishments for
irnfractions of the religiouvs laws. The esserce of the law

was hostile towards the practice of any ~eligion whatever.

The Soviet’s Executive Committee’s benavior stim-

TS T,

ulated an undesired regpornse from the British Farliament

The declaration of the Soviet

P

and from the Fapal QOffice.

Union concerning the subject of religion c¢reated a debate

T T g

in the English House of Lordg-—-s debate whether to mili-
tarily intervene im the internal affairs of the Soviet
Union.2 Im 1930, Fope Pius XI protested sqainst the Soviet

reliqiouws declaratiomn. The Fope wss moved by evidence of

his

zeslouwsg religious pergecution inm the Saviet Unian. In
; letter, Fope Fius XI dermourced official Russian sacrileage,

thereby disquieting the world communitg of Christians.,

Centuries earlier, a similar evert cccurred ir Jewish

history, Judeuws Maccabews stirred his fellow Jews to

ravolt against sacrileqge of the hated amd cruel ruling |

Seleucid kirng Antiochus IV Epiphanes.3 4

The Soviet Umion and its relstiornship with Islam

deserve examinationr, From a8 point of view either as culer

or 38 poirnt of view as those ruled, Soviet citizens find

k .
;‘ religion impartant.
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fhe Soviet Uniom suppresses the practice of Islam.
In his jurisdiction, Communist Farty Chief M. G. Gapurov,
located in the town Turkmenias, Ashkhabad, U.8:8.R., ex-
presses stern convictions contrary to the Moslem religious
practices. Soviet regional legislation describing certain
bland Moslem religicus practices as criminal is enactad.
To Western newspaper reporters, some Communist Farty
officials reveal their scorn for Islam. Another emxample
of official anti-religiows sentiment is the failure of
the Soviet central government to repair damaged buildinas

historic to Islan.q

Irn Ashkhabad, U.8.8.R., the religious practice of
Islam is importanmt to those ruled by the Communist Partg.
Many of the common folk frequent the site of an old Islamic
mosque, long destroged by an earthquake, During wedding
feasts in the ares, citizens practice ancient Moslem
customs. Faithful Moslems veneratima their dead wesr
footpaths to neighboring cemeteries., Even though posses-
sing ro knowledge of Arahic, some Soviet citizens use the

4
Korar in their lslamic practice.d

In the Soviet Urmion, the practice of Buddhism
fairs o better or worse tnan other religiouws practices.
Official Soviet policy sirongly influernces contemporary

Buddhist lifes From 192292 until 1946, Stalin enforced an

¥
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anti-religious policy that outlawed the operation of all
Buddhist temples. Communigt-led agitators interferred with
Buddhist religious celebrations. Another strong Soviet
policy influence is the failure to make statistics avail-
able to Buddhist reliqiows personnel. Prior to the Eolshe-
vik revolwtion, 16,000 Monks and 36 Buddhnist mormastaries
existed in Soviet Burzatia., Interview with Lama Gombozev
indicated the Soviet governmertal policy destroged nearly
all the monks. A third strong Soviet policy influence is
the current liberal goverrnmental Buddhist support, promul-
gated in 1944, In 1978 the provinciasl qovernmert of
Burzatia allows twenty—-eight monks armd two meorastaries to

funetion.6

Several interviews provide further light showing
the official gqovermmental relstionship to Buddhism. The
following three paraaraphs reveal the presernt unessy
struggle between Soviet Communism and Soviet Buddhism in

the U.S.5.R.

Eighty~year-old Lama Gombozev states his compromis—
ing attitude toward Buddhist practice during the Second
World War. As the official policy towards religion became
nore liberal in 1944, he chooses to practice his reliqion.
Lama Gombozev indicates a small ruweleus of Buddhist practi-

tioners continually generated.7
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A Russian lawyer described EBuddhism as having a
strong foothold in the dailg life of people living inm his
area. This observation contradicts some of the energetic
youthful adults im the area. The origins of religiows
Buddhist feeling sre sufficiently strome to resist officisl

discouraqgement of the religiocus practice.a

Another sign of the uressy struggle between Soviet
Communism and Soviet EBuddhism is the life of & famous
Soviet EBuddhist scholar--~BE. D+ Danderon. At the age of &0,
Dr. Darderor was imprigoned for illeqally stasrting s Bud-
dhist grouwp. Unfortunateld, Dr. Danderon died in prisor.
His own people who practiced Buddhism did not homor the

memoryg of Dr. Danderon'9

The Soviet policy towards the Christisn chwrch
follows the same historical path 3s Buddhism and Islam.
After 1946, a liberal policy follows the prior cppression
of Christian practice, Currently, Russian politicians
dominate and fuse their political interests with the theo-
logical interests of the Russian Orthodox Churche In fact,
the church is an instrument irn the hands of politicizns
instead of the political zdminmistratiorn serving the theo-
logians. This Rusgsian church-state relationship is
fundamental todag. Two illustrations follow?

The trown took over the management of the church’s

revenwes which came from sometning like ore third of
the lands of Russia, with serfs attached., The clergy
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were orqanized 3s a8 sort of auxillary policy force andg
were made to wse the confessiornal to search out politi-
cal digsaffection. The parish churech was the official
place of publication of laws and decrees, and all
enemies of the Muscovite state fell under the anathems

of the church.™”

In answer to 3 question from Eassil asbhout whether the
Soviets had rnot violated their own stated aim of sepa-
rating church and state, Ildchev iromically replied,
"Yes, the church should,be separsted from the state--
but riot from politicsg."<"

Upon irmtroducing the historical evolution of the
Christian church in Russia, this paper focuses on 860 A.D.
whern a3 Russian aqrouwp established commercial trade with the
inhabitants of Constantirople. During the following years,
trade developed betweern the Russian peoples arnd the Byzan-
time empire. Russisrn leaders were officislly baptized irnto
the Byzantirne version of the Christian faith circa 950 A.D,
Thereafter, Bgzantirne Christian understanding became pro-
gressively wseful to Russisn leaders and the understandirg
became progressively adopted by Ruseian peoples, The

Russiarn Orthodosxt Church everntually evolved.10

Durirmg the Middle Ages, Western European politics
fused with the interests of the Roman Catholic Church, and
this church-state fusion persisted until the Tuwentieth
Centurs.ii Similarly, the Russian Orthodox Church-state
fusion developed. The Russian, in contrast, made

politicians domirnant to theologians.

oalitrian ir . o A e W R o Lo LR, i

[ S P




A question of theological adulterstion of the
Russian Orthodox Church arises, Historicaslly ir the Roman
Empire, the Roman state did not adulterate the Apostolic
doctrine. Fopular interest in the spiritual value of the
Apostolic doctrine caused the circulatiorn of the doctrine.
Eventually, the doctrine appealed to the Roman Emperor
Constantine (Flavius Valeriws Constantinus I) who estab-
lished the Apostolic doctrine as the Roman state religior.
After the first ecumenical courmcil of the Church at Nices
in 325 A.D., the esstern Roman Empire fell away from the
theological uwnderstandings established at that counci1.13
The eastern Roman Empire persisted in & church-state
relationship with the politiciars dominating church policy.
Several ressons appear to have threstered the theological
understanding of the rnew Eyzarntine Empire, The rise of
bellicose Islamic people influenced the Eyzantine theoloay.
Reflected in the areat hierarchical schism with the Chris-
tiarn church in the western Roman Empire, the icornoclast
issuwe illustrated a8 furdamental differernce in theological
thirkirng, A sea of paganism surrounded the islands of
Buyzantine Christiamity thus threatering theology with

unidesireable change.14

A questiorn of Russisrns searchimg for Apostolic doo-

trine arises. Is the Russian Orthodos practice more pagan

tharm Christian? A Russiar qQroup called the '"014 EBEelievers"




rejected the Russian Orthodox faith., This present qroup of
peaople were identified in Russian law im 1484, The "0ld
EBelissers" are characterized as being of “hysterical apoca-
lypti Pervor" and number one-sixth of the Russian popu-
lation, They are situated in the Ukraire and the south-
west. This aroup pursued 3 messianic hope in 1917 and they
served as the mainspring aof power for the EBolshevik revaolu-
tiorn15 Russian Orthodoit clerics are interested im form of
worship, but they have little concern for the theologicsl

substance of worship.l6

Russian testimony of individuals irndicates a sesrch
for the doctrire Christ taught through the apostles. The
hope of western Christians is to see a3 sian of solid theo-
logical wnderstanding in Russian society todayg. A Rusgsisn
citizer, Georgi Vins, pursues krnowledae of Christisnity and
became exiled from the Soviet Umion., Mr. Vins describes
his personal desires to obtain EBiblical knowledge, volun-
tarily suffering to obtain that krowledaes, Mrs Vins is a
menber of the Counecil of Churches of Evangelical Christian
Baptists, 3 quasi-underground Christisn church in the
Soviet Union. Mr,., Vins informs of uvnderground effort to
print in excess of 380,000 books, pamphlets, and complete
Bibles~-acts hiahly puwnished by Soviet law. Twice, the
Soviet Umiorn imprisoned Mr. Vins for expressing his

17

religiouws belief. Other Soviet citizems frequently
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describe couraqeous zaots demonstrating deep conviction in

S Christian values.®

E’ : The auwthor row directs the reader to consider how

! | religion may cause fesr and dissension in the Soviet Umion.
A major psychologicsl fault is present in the thimking of
Soviet peoples, The national psyche is divided into

i several larqge qeopsychological plates, each collidimg

into one another, each threatening disruptiorm of the

separate nations like a giqantic geological cataclyam,

One major qeopsychological plate is the psychology

of the Communist Farty enforcirmg 8 system of values codi-~

fied 85 atheistic materislism. Arother geobsschologieal

plate is the membership of those bournd by Moslem relicious

TEGTIT L - I X

practice. A third geopsychological plate is the group of
Siberiar peoples related by blood and Euddhism to the
Chinese. The arestest potentially disruptive plate is that
group of Soviets krown as the Great Russian-—approximately
fifty percent of the society. This aroup currently
strugales to remember its Russian past a2nd its Russian

values; some of which are opposed to Soviet values.

s Moscow Russiar intellectuals sre starting to
express naticenalistic corcernms. First, Russianm interest is
preserving old Russian higtory, not Soviet history. Manyg

ideals of these rew Russian matiomalists reflect the idesls




of prerevolutionasry Czarist saciety, e.@.,, 8 less rigid
central authority, 8 rural, family-oriented society, 3
strone Russian Orthodox Chureh. Second, the imtelliqentsis
expresses a hostility toward western social intercourse.
Third, the irntelligentsia attempts to preserve Russian

cultural heritage as expressed i~ architecture, literature,

nugice, and lanquage.l

Tre Russian Orthodox Church is the vehicle

<
expressing deep~seated nastiomalistic feelings.“o

The
Communiist Farty tolerates the institutior of the church.
As the Russian Orthodox 6hurch is wniquely Russiarn, the
Chureh is potentiaslly wuseful to Soviet leaders to control
thinking of the Russian people. The Church does provide

some expression of Russian spiritusl values.

The study of the importance of religion to the
U.8.8.Rs shows religion to be radically importaent. The
relationship of the goverrmment to toleration of religiocus
practices is tense and the relationship provokes fear.

ReliqQion serves as a medium for political dissent.

The strateale use o religion sng Christian practice
a8s a weaspon against the U.S5.8«R. can capitalize upon Soviet
fear. Furthermore, Soviet fear of religiously motivated
people theoretically cam explain current Soviet inter-~

rmational behaviar., 0Of 3ll world rmations, the Soviet Urian

C e e ena Gaim .




<
N
¥

R e Lt

exhibits the greatest fear of the Iranian revolution. The
Soviets exhibit the least support for the Iranianm revo-
1utiwn.21 The Soviets asppear to fear the spread of the
Iranian revolution into the Saviet Umions Fear of Iranian
Islamic rhetoric appears to have prompted the unjust Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan, fearirmg the ursettlement in that

countr,

In summary, reliqgiorm is highly important to the
Soviet Union. The Russisrms reveal that importance by word

and by deed.
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CHAFTER V

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF RELIGION IN THE UNITED STATES

This chapter descrihes three major items illus-
trating the significance of reliaion in the Urnited States.
First, the chapter describes statistical and semi-
quantitative measures of the importarce of religiorn.
Seconrd, the chapter shows the permeation of religion in
the development of the Urited States. Third, the paper
demonstrates the U.8. government encouragement of religion.
A recapitulation and summarization of the sienificance of
religion in the USA concludes the chapter. The purpose of
the chapter is to examine the USA in light of Christian and
other religious forces, as any potertial use of religion
and Christian practice as a weapon azqainst the Soviet Union

will require interse religiows practice of tihe citizerry.

The statistical measures presently indicate fifty
religious groupings identified in the USA. 0Of these fifty
groupings, four groups compose the majority membership.
Judaism, Roman Catholicism, Frotestantism, and Eretern
Drthodoxy are the four major beliefs. a survey conducted

in 1964 indicated the following prapoartiornate memberships?

Jewish members, 5.6 million; Frotestart members, 68
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million} Eagstern Churches, 3 million} and Roman Catholic,
45 nillion.1 In 1957, the estimated U.S. population over
the age of 14 was reported to be 139 nillion.2 The
percentage of adults attendimg church in the previous week
averaged 44 percent, with a rarge of 346 percent to 49

percent from years 1939 to 1964.3

Some messurements do serve to focws orn importance
of religiorn among Americans., A recent Gallup poll deter-
mined sixty percent of people had "3 areat deal" or "quite
& lot" of conmfiderce in churches or organized religior.

The sample size waes 1500 adults, Sixty percent was the
highest value of all institutiorns. As a contrast, onlyg
eighteen percent of peaple had '"quite 8 lot" of confidence
irn Congaress as an institutium4 These measurements reflect
only the popularity of a subjective feeling toward the in-

stitutions.,

Other semi-quantitative indices of current impor-
tance of religiom follow. First, the political power of
religious sentiments voiced during the 1989 presidential
election 4ear is a measurement, The voice of the senti-
ments is called the Moral Majority Movement. This specific
religious movement limks Christiasn fundamental moral values
to political candidates. The movement bhelieves it influ-

ernces 30 to 40 million Americasns. &s of September 1980,
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the Moral Majority Movement receives anm estimated $400,000
weekly, The Moral Majority Movement develops education
drives, and it develops appeal to voter-registration. The
appeal focuses upon politically silent partions of the
Christian communitys Another American sign of importance
of religion is the frequent use of television media to
communicate religious values, Noted in these vaslues is a
corcerr for God, country, arnd family 8s well zs 8 concern
about the secular philosoprhy of humanism. Another sian is
a3 Gallup poll revealing four EBibliecal fundamertal concepts
supported by greater than 50 percent of people sampled.

[ -
The poll represents s cross-sectiorn of America.”

Reliqion permeates the entire historical United
States development. The next few psraqraphs illustrate the
place of reliqgion before, during, and after the American
Revolution, as well as illustrating the place of religion

on the American frontier.

One of the major reasomns for emigrating to the New
American lands was reliqQiouws freedom for Corntinemtal Euro-
pean citizens., Nearlyg 200 gears following the Furitan
landing at Flymouwth Colonyg im Massachusetis, the Comgreaa-~
tionalist Church was the largest and most influential

church in the American colonies.6 Religiows convictions

and reliqious manners of living were dominant irn the




colonies. The events leading to the American Revolution
had heavy ministerial representation in the politics of
the rebelling nation.7 Church and state were certainly
rot separate. Ministers actively preached the virtues of
constitutional gqoverrmment to their coneregatiorms. Sweet
aquotes Gerneral Lincoln writing to General Washington, "It
is fortunaste for us that the clergy are pretty gererally
with us. They have in this state 3 very great influence
over the people'"B The significarnce of religion in the

American colonies was more tham moderaste.

The éAmerican Revolution cost many ministers of the
Christian faith, cost many members of the corgreqsatiom, and
cost many dollars of arowth and development.,. Sweet reports
that churches were delapidated and impoverished.9 Moral
behavior was valuwed less after the revolutiorn probably be-

cause of the irreliqgiows inmnfluwence of the Deistic Movement

and becauwse of the French philosophical thought at the time
of the Frerch Revolution.10 Sweet reports several para-
araphs of evidenrnce of American post-revolutionary writing

critical of the decline in moral vslues, morsl bhehavior,

and Christian worship practices irn qereral. As there is ro

sbsolute scale, assessment of the decline is difficult.

The residuwal Christiam influwernce was yet comsiderable as
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Judged by the writirgs of the churches and of the generasl

public.l1

Ore the early American frontier, the Congregation—
alists possessed a missionary zeal, Theyg desired to core-
vert to Christianity the Indians found in the midwestern
states, i.e., Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, New Yark.

The rewly formed states were systematically organized for
missiornary work. Zealouws too were the FPilgrims who landed
at Plymouth, Massachusetts. They stated their primary
mission wess to bring Christianity to the savaae inhabitants

-
of america.r®

Religion is a3 subject encourazaed by the qoverrment
of the United States. Several of the followirng paraqraphs

gerve to illustrate.

The Federal documerts establishing the government
state enplicitly or implicitly several referenrnces to
religion. The Federsal Constitution auarantees religious
liberty in the Bill of Rignts. The Constitution is dated

by 3 Christian calenrdar.,

Other official perspectives refer to the importance
of reliqion. The rnewly emerqing states made religqious

references in their individusl corstituwtions anmd inm their

establishing documents. Reliqgious references permested the




writings of the Founding Fathers armd the writinqs of the

early administrative afficials of the Uniterd States.ia

The Supreme Court demornstrably Tavored religion in
the United States in decisions reached in 1818, 1871, and
1889, State SQupreme Courts similarly decided in favor of
reliqion! New Hampshire Supreme Court irm 1803, Pennsyl-
vania Supreme Court in 1861, Ohio Supreme Court in 1876,

and the Nebrasks Supreme Court irn 1902 and 1903'15

The U.8, protected reliqgious practice and influence
from secular dominmastion. In 1873, the atheistic Liheral
League attempted removal of qoverrnmertal protection of
religion, In 1874, the American Secular Union ard Free
Thouaht Federation leazlly assaulted goverrnmerntsl protec-
tion of religion. A third group, the American Association
for the Advancement of Atheism, has beer arqguing against
aoverrnmental protection of relieiorn--for the past

centurs.17

The state and national goverrmertal bodies nurtured
the presence of religious practices irn the societgy. First,

the United States coinms its morney with a religiouws state~

merit, "In God We Trust." Secord, the U.S. Mint produced

stamps with distinct reliqQiouws overtores. Third, the U.S.
adopted a8 natiornzal anthem the last stanza of which has

distirmect religious overtornes, Fourth, the U.S.
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commissiorned religious imscriptions on public buwildines,
e.,a2+3 the Library of Corngress. The U.85, placed religious
works of art in the Capitol, the Supreme Court Building,
and Washirngtorn, D.Cs Urnion Statiorn, The U.S. made
religious bodies the subject of interest for census and

for directory formation. Last, during the Great Depression
of 1933, the U.8., established financial grants to relieve

churches of firencisl hardships.16

Seversl sians forcefully indicate reliagion as being
valuably important to the people of the United States, The
general value of religion is indicated by the leqgsl protec-—
tiorn of reliqious imstitutions amd by the wording of state
documents. State constitutional cuarsntees highly value
religious freedoms, Ministers are exempt from jury duty
angd from military service. State legislastures appoint
ministers as chaplins. Society mskes legal holidays of

religious holidass.14

Religion furctions importantly irm the United
Stetes. Siokes quotes seversl opinmniomss First, in 1831,

Aleyis de Tocqueville wrote the following!?

"4 e s There is mo country in the whole world in which
the Christiam reliqion retsins 3 grester influernce over
the sowls of men tharm in America and there car be no
greater proof of its wtility, and of its conformity to
human nature, than that its inmfluernce is most power-
fuully felt pyer the most enlightened ard free nation of
the earth,"
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In 1888, James EBryce wrote this!?

» o o History, if she canmrot give 8 complete answer
s+ o tells us that hitherto civilized society has
rested omn religion, and that free qoverrnment has pros-
pered best amomng religious peoples.

American is + + « the country irn which intellectual
novements work most swiftly uvpon the masses, and the
country in which the loss of faith in the invisible
might produce the completest revolution « 5

It was religiouws zeal and the religiouws conscience
which led to the founding of the New Englasnmd colonies .
+ ¢« Religiorn and conscience have been 2 constantly
act}ge force in the American commorweslth ever since.
+ +

In 1837, Francis Grund wrote exposition that cen

summarize the main thrust of this chapter?

Religion has beern the basis of the most important
AMerican settlements; reliqion kept their little
community together—~religion assisted them in their
revolutionary struggle) it was religiorn to which they
appealed in defernding their rights, and it was
religion, in firne, which tawvaht them to prize their
liberties, It iz with the solemnities of religior that
the Declaration of Indeperdernce is yget armrmuwally read to
the people from the pulpit, or that Americars celebrate
the anniversaries of the most important events in their
history., It is to religion they have recourse whenever
they wish to impress the popular feelirng with arything
relative to their own country’s and it is religion
which assists them in all their netional undertakinasg.
The Americams look uvpon religion as a promoter of civil
and political liberty; and have, therefore, transferred
to it 3 larqge portion of the affection which they
cherish for the irnstitutions of their courtry « +
Religion presides over their councils, aids in the

Mecution of the laws, and adds to the diagriity of the
Judges. Whatever is calcwlated to diminish its
influernce and practice, has a8 tendency to weaken the
aovernment, and is, cornsequently, oppg&ed to the peace
and the welfare of the United States.”
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U.8. USE OF RELIGION AS A& STRATEGIC

WEAFON AGAINST THE U.S5.S.R.

This chapter first addresses the questior, Why
consider wsing reliqion agairmst the U.S.8.R.? Next, the

chapter addresses the two requirements assac +‘'ad with a

new agqaressive spirit., Then the paper illustrates the

power of the past societies which were motivated by
religion. The firnzsl portiorn of the chapter considers

variouws strategies directed aqgsinst the Soviet Union.

Hhy consider exploiting the subject of religion as

a8 strategic weazpon against the U.S.5.R.7?

Firgt, £to s provides s significanmt viewpoinrmt. He
says, "Religqiorn and government, the church and the state--
these, with the family to serve both, are the primary fund-

amental institutions of societs."17 Recslling Browne,

Heaver and Davis’s comments on fear, religiom and civiliza-

tion, the comstruction of goverrment is a result of fear

of the envirornment--a fundamental feeling, Therefore,

increasing Soviet fear by limiting the religious operation

PSP




of Communist philasaphy or increasing reliqgious tensions
among Russian Orthodox, Catholi~s, Islamic and Buddhists

will strain the wesknesses of the Soviet goverrmment.

Second, the Christian messianic ides asppeals to a
sense of justice, equality, and mysticism. A certain mes~
sianic ides is present in Communism, angd the idea falsely
represents the power of Christ. Chapter V illustrated the
messianic ideas of the settlers greatly influencing the
politics of & dédveloping nation.1 Therefore, appesal to
the messianic spirit of USA Christians to help convert the
paqan Soviet Society is a source of national powere. Soviet
citizenry must learn from the USA that only Christ is

empowered to be their Messish, not the Communist Farty.

Third, the Soviet Union irnspires dresd and fear in

mary Americans. Not only has the Scviet government of 1917
pledaed to conquer the world in gereral and the United
States in particuwlar, but the Soviets have rapidly and
efficiently built 3 powerful world order to corntest the

ristence of the United States of America. Eyr Markhan
points out the same parallel position of dread that Ameri-
cans Telt when Hitler led the Nazi reqgime to war in 1‘?38.2

Therefore, this fear can be harregssed through both the

Christian practice and the republican goverrment of the LSA
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to provide an aaditional source of mationsl power to defend

the interests of the USA.

Fourth, the United States of America has no strats-
gem to use religiorn as 3 weapon against the Soviet Union.
The asuthor is unable to detect ang references to the sub-
Ject, to include a8 computer literature search of the Neuw
York Times. Stokes describes several essentizl facts asbout
the church-state relaetionship as it exists today!

1 Church and State are recoanized as separate and
independent, and yet to have certain mutusl respon-
sibilities + +

2 The general attitude of the Stste toward the churrh
in the United States is friendlg + + .

3 The attitude of the Church toward the State is orne
of desire to cooperate with it in the developmert of
aood citizenship ard of laws for the welfare of the
masses of the peaple + +
4 The greatest suwccess in Church-State relatiorns in
the United States has beern in the wimning of complete
religious freedom.
Stokes provides ample sources describing an impossible
situastiorn-~the present Uriited Ststes wsirmg the church as a
political irmstrument. However, Stokes also reports a num—
ber of thimkers Wwho srauwe for greater overlap in church arnd
state duties and who arque against gresat separation of
church and state spheres, e.q., William A. Sumner, Arch-

bishop Temple, Frofessor Fredrich Heimrich Geffoken.’

Therefore, the U.5, Fresident may find it riecessary to

apponint Supreme Court justices who have a3 strong Christian
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religious backaround and who persorally favor a greater

fusion of state arnd chwurch duties.

Fyr the U.5. to use religion a3s 3 strateqic wespon
aqairst the U.8.8.R, requires a new agaressive spirit. The
spirit desired has two requirements. First, hope must be
pramulaated and maintsined. Second, the U.8. must resist

defeatism,.

It is strateqically important to maintain hopee
saainst overwhelming odds,. Markham states that tyranny has
been present throughowt 3,000 years of history, He illus~
trates the hope of & Jewish psalmist who wrote 3,000 gears
@20, That psalmist hoped in God to preserve him and his
country from the thresat of tyranicaslly menacing neighbors.a
History has vindicated his trust, for Israel is yet very
much in existernce today 38 8 natior-state, Isrvael, though
deprived of & sovereign state for centuries, nevertheless

survived with the same basic values of 3,000 Yyears aqo.

In contrast to hope, ome must consider the strategy
of resisting defeatism in the face of overwb .ming odds.
Victory is 8 psychological phemomernon. It is as Theodore
Ropp reports of the Frermch philosopher Joseph de Masistre,
"A battle lost is a battle ome thinks one has lost? for . .

¢« 8 battle canmot be lost phssicallg."q If one never

ceases resistarnce, if orne rnever admits beirng varnguwished,

i

St T N, AN B0

s

JENE PRI S PRI TR R ST -

RS I R S

= earx o Edees u el

e R A




R L T T

T PTVORIHT SISV S o ST ] W My S my)

then the war is not 4yet ended. Resistonce is 3 ratter of
deqree. The spirit of struggle is a3m important factor in

strategy.

History provides several illustrations of powertul

rations resuwlting from some religious orientation.

First, the society of amciernt Israel was arn insig-

g‘ nificant arouping of people. Four hundred yYears the nation
v was in bondage, and in forty short 4ears, Israel developed
; into 3 militant rnstion defeating all foes. Israel has
become a theocrascys. When challenged to battle, Israel
defested his enemies. HKine David led Israel to destroyg the
| Fhilistirme Natiorn as well 3s all other military compet-—

} itors. Fusiorn of church asnd state with a domimant theoc-

racy and 8 rigid religious practice made Israsel great. The

destruction of the theocracy and the corresponding sbhandon-

ment of reliaious practice for secular practices led, after

the rule of Solomen, to 8 powerlessness from which Israsel

\ never recovered,

Second, other nmatiorns in more modern historyg have

emulated fusing a3 dominart religion with the atfairs of
state, e. @+, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Urion. Like
anciert Israel, they too rose to immirment positions rapid-

14, And like arcient Israel, Nazi Germany fell from 3
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domiriart interrnatioral position because of grest injustice

irn humar and interrational relstions.

The Umited States’ uvse of relicion a8s a strategin
weapon against the U.8:8.Re requires some speciftic
strategies. The subsequernt paraceraphs enuMmerate a3 variety

of strateqies aqgairst the U.S.8.R.

First, ome suthor, W, Earl Waldrop, wrote a bhook
explaining his stratagem for combating Commumism, Waldrop
lists twelve individual acts}? orme act is particularly
adaptable to national scticnm. That epecific act is to
change those conditions which have beern the soil in which

Communism has garowr."

Second, the object of offemsive strategy is to
sagravate national reliqiows divisionms, These national
divisions tend to fracture the Soviet Union into three
distinct regions! the Orthodox Christiam West, the Moslem
Center, and the Buddhist East. The United States qgovern-—
ment shouwld illustrate the differences betweern Russian
Orthodoxy, Soviet Islam, and Soviet Buddhism, These
religious differences should be communicated to religiously
interested parties in the Soviet Umioms. By capitalizine on
various regional fears amd on the mational concern of the
Central Asian power and on the nmatiomal fear aof China, the

population couwld be agitated into high levels of tension.
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Thig tension should result from the Soviet Umion trying to
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irteqrate three larae antagonistic religious growps of

people.

Considering another offersive strategy, the Umnited
States qovernment could challerge the theolougy of the
Russiam Orthodox Church. By means of the modern wawds of

mass communication, the United Ststes shouwld direct furnda-

mental theologicsl questions toward both the Russian
peoples and the official Russian Orthodox Church. The
purpose of this challenge would be to irncresse tension
between the people and the state-controlled Russian
Orthodox Church., The fundamental questions should illug=-
trate any Russian Orthodox failure to address theologically
neanirngful questions of the Russian people., The questions
should be directed to demonstrate the Russian Orthodox
Church as one iarorant of certain theoloaical truths and

88 a church withouwt its owrn independent will.

Yet arnother offensive strateqy is indirect in
approach. The aovernment should encouraaee the Chrigtian
churches in the United States to promote imereasing
cooperation and understanding with the Islamic nations

of the world, The United States should direct friermdly

efforts to the Soviet Central Asiam repuwblics ses well.



Ferhaps the U.S. goverrmment could place 2 consulate in

Tashkent, Uzbetkistan, U.S.8.R,

Third, the object of defersive strateqgy is to

increase the moral strenqith of the nation to sccomplish

the will to compete and survive Boviet asagressior.,

i

.
e

Considering the defersive strateqy, the United
States qovernment should adopt messures to enhance the

operatiorn of Christian values arnd to diminish anti~

et et i

Christian activities. Although difficuwlt, 8 return to

i

the protective positions of the 1930’'s and the 1940’s E

é wouwld sssist in imcreasing Christisn teaching of state é
; patriotism, Stokes degeribes the U.8, 8s having the duty ;
f "to quarantee to the church the liberty which it requires ;
| to discharge its God-aiven function a5 8 witness to the ﬁ
Gospel."e Most explicitly, the United States must 3ssist 3

£

the "echurch or her part (to help enforce) the civil laws

by moral and religious sanctions."q The U+8. needs to

enhance ite duty to ", + + adopt laws and practices which
show 8 swumpathetic attitude toward the churches in « «

|
3
§
& the carrying out of their purpose to develop character andg

T f

g : high sociasl ideals for the individwal, the natiorn, and its )

i
constituent groups .+ .“10 The Urnited States coverrment

1
4
i
-4
4
3

must reverse the legal operations thst have permitted the

national development of porrographyg, unreasonable divorces,

69
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and abortiom~on~demand. The U,S. gqoverrment must ro longer
excuse militant atheism to grow like 3 camcer in the

original body of the Christian United States.

Another defensive strateqy, albeit wnconstitu-
tional, would be to imitate the Soviet gsocietal ocperations,
i.esy combine U:.S. state armd church operations. The U.S.
could utilize the Masonic oragamiations in much the same way
a8s the Russians use the Commuriist Farty, As 3 secret
society, the Masonic organizations could become the meeting
Pplace where church and state corcepts could be exchanqed
and fused., Many of the Foundirmg Fathers of the American
government were Masons.i1 Who is to say that the American
Revolution was not formed within the lodges of that secret

religious orqanization?

The author now arrives at the final stratagem——
perhaps the most important. All previously mertiored
strateqgies were of rnatural means. This author would seem
rearly blasphemous to write 3 thesis on religiom without

alluding to the supernatural.

The Islamic people rel, heavily uporn praver which
el
is one of the major duties of the religion.l“ The Karan

attributed divire response to the prayers of the
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faithful., History records few superriatural acts

f associated with Islam.i4

The Jews have a3 rich heritage demonstrating super-

X natural intervention in their political affairs. They

| record & mejor miraculous event in response to praver and
mortification, Durirg the reian of Hezekiah (716-687 E.C.)
Israel was threatered with utter destruction by the

- . Assyrian king Sernacheribs. The Jews record, "That same

night the arqel of Yahweh went out and struck dowrn a
hundred and eighty-tive thousand men in the Assyrisn camp.
In the early morning when it was time to get wp, there they

15
134y, 50 Many corpses,"

The Jewish heritaqge is also the Christian heritage.

g The Chrigtian Chureh records and preserves for the

Christian community those events judged to be uniquelw
suparnatural. The following stratagem is taken from this

Christiam heritsqe.

The final stratagem is the United States’ use of
the practice of prager and penance to convert the people of
Rugsia ta a Christian, peace-seeking natiom. The wniversal
Christian Church has preserved a revelation of God given
publically to 70,000 persons at Fatima, Fortuwgal orn October

13, 1?17 A.Ds+ Additional private revelations were given if
i

from 1915 to 1917,




b God, appearing irm the image of Marug, His mother,
spoke to three Fortuwgese children named Francisco and
Jacinta Marto and Lucia dos Santos. God said to these
children?

I am the lady of the Rosary + + + Feople must
amend their lives and ask pardon for their sins. They
3 must rot offernd Our Lord amny more, for He is already so
3 muech offended.

Certain fashions will be inmtroduced that will
offend Our Lordg very much + « + Sirms of the flesh are
the ores that taske most souls to hell,

Friests must be pure, very pure, Theg should not
busy themselves with anything except what concerns the
Churech and souls,

If people do what I shall tell gou, many souls will
be saved amd there will be pesce.

Sacrifice vyourselves for sinners and repe . often,
egpecially when making 3 sacrifice for them! "0 Jeswus,
it is for love of ygou, for the cormnversion of sirners,
and in reparation for the sins committed against the
Immaculaste Heart of Marg."

It is necessary to do penarce. If people amend
their lives, Our Lord will yet save the world; but if
not, punishmert will come ¢ + + + Dur Lord will
chastise the world as never before « + +

Russia will spread her errors throughout the world,
fomenting wars, persecution of the churche.

In the end, my Immaculate Heart will triumph, the
Holy Father will consecrate Russiz to me, Russia will
- be conygrted, and there will be a certain period of
) peace.
Fresident Carter uwutilized a3 strateay of mational
prayer when he was caonfronted with the Iramian Hostage

Crisess Findirnag himself in 8 powerless state, Fresident

Carter called uwpon the Natiom for reqular pravyers, for a3
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regular pealirng of chuwrch bells, that a3 solution develop.
Mysteriouwsly, by mesns of the sacrificial loss of his
Fresidential Office and at the very moment of the loss of
that office, Iran released the American hostaaes from
captivity, The ceremonizl reuynion of the hostages,
particularly at West Point, New York, was similar to arm act

- of thanksgiving both individually and nationalls.la 19

What stratagem will the United States adopt to

defend itself aqairnst the greatest externmal threat to its

exitence since its foundation in 17747
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CHAFTER VII

SUMMARY

4.5 TR

To recapitwlate, this paper first discusses the

VPRI T

essence of religious practice., Reliqionm may defime the

political movement of Communism as 3 religious practice.

e e oy

£ Second, religious movements asre strateaically important.

? Civilization ard rationalism are in part a variant of

: relicious processes. Viewed as a3 religion, Communism is

f strateqically important. Third, reliqion is important to
the U.3.8.R, The U.S.S.h antially barmmed reliqious
practice in 1928, and the U.5.8.R. reinstated religious
practice during Warld War II. Russisn Communism opposes
all religions. Fowurth, religion is of significance to the
United States. Religion was arn imporitant part of the will

of American revolutionaries. The W.S. government histor-

ically cultivates religion, particularly the Christian

) religion. In the U.S., the denocratic governmental process
requires 3 stromng religiom to contirwally generate the
demacratic values. Fifth, rno definite evidernce currently
exists implicating the United States wse of religion as a

strateqic weapon against the U.5.5.R.
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Recommendatioris to use reliqion as an offensive

weapon aqgainst the U.85.3.R. are a3s follows!

i1, to aggravate national Soviet religious

divisions and to elevate temsions amorqg Buddhist, Moslem,

Orthodox Christianrn, and Communist arowps.

2, to create an atmosphere of increasing
cooperation arnd understanding with Islamic nations of the

world.,

3. to encourage 3 national feeling of prayger and
penance for the conversion of Russia to a8 Christian,

peace-seeking nation.

Recommendations to use reliqion as a defensive

strategic weapon aqainst the U.8.8.R. are as follows!

1. to increase the moral strernath of the nation irm
order to asccomplish the will to compete and survive Soviet

aqaression.

2. to adopt measures to enhance the operation of

Christisn values and to diminish antiChristian activities. ;
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