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CERONOIOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, JULY 1966

1 === Yy Tho based PBRs intercepted a Viet Cong tax collector;
five Vi RlA; one sampan, one rifle, documents captured

(p. 17)

2 == PCF 52 detected four evading Viet Cong junks; sank two
with one secondary explosion (p. 3)

7 «== Coastal Group 24 patrol sank two Viet Cong Junks; two
VC KIA (p. 38)

9 -= PBR collided with RAG LCM resulting in heavy damage to
PBR (p. 19) .

Fire team helicopter crashed upon takeoff from TORTUGA;
no casualties (p. 24

PCF 57, vhile assisting Coastal Croup 21, sank one Viet
Cong junkafter receiving small arms fire; four VC KIA;
four VC, one rifle captured (p. 4) :

11 === USS SALISEURY SOUND (AV-13) established seadrome at Cam
Ranh Bay (p. 13)

12 == Fire tecam helicopter crashed upon takeoff from TORTUGA; .
pilot killed (p. 24)

PCF 35 end PCF 38 came under recoilless rifle attack;
PCF 35 rececived one direct hit; PCF 38 received shrapnel
damage; one crewman from PCF 38 WIA (p. 5)

14, === Coastal Group 41 Command Junk was sunk by Viet -Cong"
recoilless rifle fire; four VNN WIA (p. 39)

20 === TORTUGA helicopter fire team destroyed four Vist Cong
sampans (p. 23)

21 e== TORTUGA hclicopter fire tcam dcntroycd six Viet Corg
structurcs, one junk; damaged 25 structurcs, five Junka;
ono crewman WIA by ground fire (p., 23)

Coastal Group patrol broke up Viet Cong river crossing;
four sampans, threoe mortars and one VC captured (p. 395

22 = PCF 44 collided with a civilun Junk; six bodies recovered
and eight persona missing (p. 9

1 NGapaisn)



COMFIDENTIAL

23

27

28
30

31

My Tho PERs with RAG support ambushed a Viet Cong rivep
crossing; scven VC KIA; one sampan, one rifle, ard
documents captured (p. 15)

USS MLEK (AKI~12) became the first cargo ship to transit
the Bassac River in ten years (p. 31) .

Coastal Group 13 land patrol made contact with a Viet
Cong force; three VC KIA, two carbines and two sub-
rachinc guns captured; six VNN KIA (p. 38)

SEAL Tcom uncovered a Viet Cong base cemp with & large
guantity of supplies in the Rung Sat Special Zone; one
VC KIA ard two VC WIA; three weapons captured (p. 27)
16 additional PCFs arrived in-country (p. 11)

PBRs on the Soirap River received recoilless rifle and
automatic weapons fire; one PBR hit by recoilless rifle;
two crewmon WIA and PBR damaged (p. 26)

Eight additional PBRs arrived in-country (p. 28)

R R R
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CONFIDENTIAL
C0.\3T/L SURVEILLANCE FORCE

Llthough no major infiltration attempts were detected by
MLRRGT TINE forces during July, increased surveillanco engondored

L Patrol units cone

more hostile fire and evading Junk incidentas.
tinued to assist friemdly ground troops with urgent and preplanned
gunfire support missions, MN.AKKET TIVE forces were‘augmented by
sixteen additional PCFs and two additional MIUWS Units, |
EV/DING JUKK INCIDENTS

. As programmed MRIET TIME forces continued to arrive in
country, inshore coastal areas previously patrolled randonmly
began receiving continuous coverage by WPBs and PCFS_.J This
expanded inshore patrol activity resulted in a constantly ine
crcasing number of incidents involving MiLIWAT TL& units along
with a sharp rise in the number of smil Junks and sampains
attempting to evade secarch by patrol craft. These junks and
sampans were normally detected proceeding along the coast near
the surf linc, Vhen ordered to come out for inspuction they
frequently evaded essarch by running in to the becch whure the
occupants fled to nearby protective rocks or trees, In the
majority of thuse incidents MIIKAT TIE units received émall
arms or 2utomatic weapons fire from the beach arca, preventing
further inspection of the ecraft, In such situations the craft
were destroyed by machins gun or mortax: fire.

Such an incident occurred et 0100 on 2 July in the coestal

arca 30 miles north of Nha Trang. PCF 52 detectud end illumina'ged

! Sc¢a Appendix I for Statistical Susmary
3 CONFINWMTIAL
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four junks which sttempted to e¢vade, /fter verning shc;ts

were ignored, the junks were taken under fire by machine gun and
mortar., One. junk sank with & secondary explosion and a second

was destroyed by mortar fire., The remaining two Junks successfully
evaded, The Viet Cong on the two' Jjunks destroyed were presumed
killed, '

Extensive PsyOps programs were started during tl{e month,
directed at the junk and sampan crewmen, in an effort to meke them
aware of the consequences of attempting to evade search., It wes
antichpvted that thia propram would minjuize the chance of death
or injury Lo innocent civilians,

MAWKAT TIME units saw their heaviest action during July in
the vicinity of Ille Nuoc, 38 miles north of Qui Nhon, At
approximately 1500 on 9 July & patrol from VKN Co:zstal Group 21
enchored two junks in the lee of Ilie Nuoe to cook their meal,
They noticed an epperently eabandoned junk on the beach ard two
sailors were sent to bring it off, 4s they approached the junk
they eano under heevy Viet Cong fire and were killed, Tho
Coastal Group patrol withdrew, suffcrivg onu additional mven
killed and several wounded, There was no U.S. advisor cmbarked,

The first MIRKET TIME unit on the scene wes PCF 5'7. h-hile
first aid wes being administered to injured CG 21 personncl, a
suspicious junk was obsorved leaving the islend end proceeding
towerd the mzinland, PCF 57 closed the junk, . firing warning
shots and sounding her siren; she received small arms fire in
return, The eight occupants of the junk then abandénud their
craft end attempted to evade by swimming., The PCF closed, firing

additional warning shots which went unhecded, and finally took
4 CONFIDENTIAL
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the junk and the fleeing Viet Cong under fire, Four Vit Cong
wore bolioved killed and an additional four wero captured and
taken aboard PCF 57. Also ceptured were one rifls, emmunition
clips, gruncdes and personal geer. Three additional weapons
were lost when the junk cepsized, |

During the engagement PCF 57 came under small arms fire
fron the shore., PCF 66 arrived to assist and both units fired
muchine gun and mortar suppression at the wnemy positions, PCF
5¢ then headad for USS hOVAN (DD &72), din the area for guntire
support, to obtzin medical essistance for tha wounded COast;J.;.
Group personnel, She then proceeded to CSC Qui Whon to deliver
tho prisoncrs. PCF 66 remained in the arez to search for addi;
tional Viet Cong; howuver, nons wure located.

finother Vict Cong movement was thwarted the zfternoon of
16 July when, at 1440, PCF 18 detucted an cvading boat 80 miles
southzast of Da.Nang.. /8 the PCF closed, the single occupant
took to tho water ond successfully ovaded behind rocks; however,
two zdaditional scmpans and two tairty foot junks wero dutuct.ed.
es the PCF closcd the area, These also attemptidd to ovede
despite warning shots, and were teken under dircvet fire, Oné
Junk was immodiately destroyed in a violent secondary uoxplosion
causced by «50 caliber machine gun fire., PCF 18 end USS ADVANCE
(SO 510) errived on the scens shortly afterwards and took tho
svcond Junk under fire, inflicting heavy damage. Close surveil-
lance was hni.nta.incd in tho erea during the night but no furthor
activity was noted, |

Thres Viet Cong wore captured the night of 27 July when

5 | CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTL.L
PCF 50 took two cvading Juniks under firg Juqf. south of DaNeng,
Ons Jjunk wcs capturcd,

On 17 July the of ficer in charge of PCF 58 wos wounded in
an sttempt to recover an cbandoned junk which had eveded. Vhile
dircvcting loccl fishermen to the smﬁpan, the PCF came under
smzll crms fire from the shore. as she opencd the range whils
returning fire the officor in charge received ¢ minor thigh
wound, The zction took place fifty milss north of Qui Nhon.

Numcrous actions of lussur magnitudo occurred during tho
month with evading Jjunks being taken under fix:o ond dameged or
dustroyed, and the occupants killed, On scveral occasions junks
successfully evaded. The night of 15 July, USCGC POINT C.UTION
opencd fire on six ovadiﬁg Junks in the é.roa Just south of the
Demilitarized Zonej; but ceased fire when the junks eveded into
the Denilitarized Zonc, On 13 July three bects employed a
typical wvvasion tactie. iuncuvering behind outeroppini:s of
cozstal rocks, when they were tcken under fire by PCF 18,

Thue presence of o friendly coastcl village often mado it
impossible to tzke evading vessels urder fire. On 3 July,
USCGC POINT LOMiS, opersting scvercl miles south of tihe Dunili-
terized Zone, fircd warning.s,hots et 2n evading junk. Howover,
the junk epproached a village ard therefore wes not teken under
ditvet {ire, On 8 July & Mihkel TIMU VD=2 cireraft recoived
firc. from thres srmpans near the north bank of tho untrznce to
the Cue Tiew River in the lickong Dulta. PCF 31 obsurved the
incident, but was unable to fire on the sampens due to the
pregence of a villege,

6 CONFIDENTIAL
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HOSTILE FIFKE INCIDLINTS

Saverel hostile fire incidents not involving Viet Cong
Junks took place during July, The most significant occurred
the afturnoen of 12 July when PCF 35 and PCF 38, operating on
the wastern shore of the tip of the Ca Mou Péninsula, received
three rounds of rocoilless rifle fire, The two boats were
epproximately 1100 yards from the bsach when fired upon. Both
PCFs cleared the area, oxpending 1200 rounds of ,50 celiber
machine gun anmunition ard ten rounds of &imm mortar suppression
fire,

Two rounds were fired at PCF 38 and ons round et PC‘l7 35,
PCF 35 sustainud a direcet hit on hor starboard querter reaulting
in & ony foot hole in her aull amd scvere damege to thu'etarboan_l
fuel tank (sce photograph). In addition, PCF 38 reccived minor
shrapnsl damege in the pilot house arca v;:ith ont cruwman
receiving minor shrapnel wounds, Viet Cong casuclties wure
unknown, |

The previous evening USCGC POINT HUDSON had epproached the
scare area to within 500 yoxrds of the shore without recuiving any
hostile fire, The Vit COng.e.mbuah may have beon bascd on the
pousibility of anothor closc appronches The eroa lies along the
boundary between two operating zones and subsuquunt investu;cti:on
rovezled thet PCFs frequently turned in toward the buach et the
point where the attack took place, .

In another recoilless rifls attack, PCF 47 receivud two
rounds of fire while opercting in the islamd region 30 milces

7 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL * v 2
north of Nha.Trang on 6 July, The fire was returncd with 8imm
mortar as PCF 47 cleared the arca. No damage or casuzltics

were sustained,

On 11 July, PCF 60 received mechine gun fire while closing
tho beach to investipate o contact ten miles north of Qui Nhon.
The PCF returned the fire ard deported tho crea with no cosucltioes,
On 16 July PCF 52 received small arms fire from shore positions
just south of Nhe Trang while conducting & PsyOps broadcast. The
PCF received two hits in the pilbt.'. house, one in the main cebin, .
ore in the gun tub and one on the radar mast, Thers were no
personnel cosualties,

NAVAL GUKFLLZ SUPPCRT

Although noval gunfire support is usually provided by
Seventh Fleet units opsrating off the coast of Vietnem, MARKST
TI}ME units, armed with 81mm mortars (PCF,WPB), 4Ocm rapid firo/
guns (450), and 3%"/.50 caliber guns (DER) in addition to .50
caliber machine guns, elso perform this function. Beceause there
is a large number of units along the cocst, IARKET TINE units
ero Lrequontly called upon w providoe ux;gcnt. gunfiru support to
fricndly units under attacke Occasionally IARRET TIME units
aro ossigned pre-planncd gunfire missions in support of ground
oprotions, .

! Nine missions were fired during July. On 19 July, PCF A8
vith PCF 54 in compeny provided urgent gunfire support to
friendly forcos 35 miles north of Nha Trong. Seventyeeight
rounds of 8imn HE amaunition wure expended with ons secondary

8 _ CONFIDENTIAL
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explosion observed end one Vist Cong killed, On the night of
13 July, Cocstel Surveillanes Cunter An Thoi received sporadic
rmall ams fire from a Viet Cong foree of unknown size., PCF 9
and VI units provided 8trm morter fire cnd tho Viet Cong attack ‘
wes suppressed with no friuvndly cosusltics, Ewmeny cosualtics
were unknovn. On 30 July, US5 EKERGY (150 436), participating
in salvege operations for a downed C=130 circraft forty miles
north of Ihe Trang, reported hur motor vhaleboat under mortar
attack, The Vict Cong positions were tcken under fire by LOma
gun. The wholoboat was retricved with no frivndly casurltics,

A pre-plonnued support iission wes iired by USCG{: POINT
3.RONG, USCGC POINT COiiFORrT, PCF 6 znd PCF 12 at Vist Cong
positions 20 miles northwust of Rach Giz in tho southwestern
arca of Victnom. Spotter aircraft report;cd ancellent erce
coverage as 204 rounds of 81mm HE mortar firc were dmpped on
the positions. Two structures were confirmed destroyed. In
another pru-planncd mission, USCGC POINT CAUTION provided gunfire
support for clearing operations being conducted along tine beach
85 miles north of Qui Nhon, Fifty;four rounds of &1ma mortar
arunition were expended, resulting in ten structures destroyed,
two scapens demaged and two Viet Cong killed.

. JUNK ACCIDENTS

Cn three occesions during the month MARLKET TIME units
operating at night collided with unlight"ed Vietnomuse civilian
Junks, In the most serious of -these, PCF 44, assigned patrol
in area 4D, collided with an unlightud pessunger Junk 25 miles

9 CONFIDENTIAL
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north of Nha Trang on 22 July. The night was slightly overcast,
vith visibility of unlighted cbjects limited. The radar was in
peak operating condition and the night observation device was
in use, but no contact was established. Tho PCF was proceeding
- at eight knots, As soon as ths junk wa.s‘spotted the PCF backed
full and twisted, but in spite of her efforts collided with the
bew of the junk.

She iliuminated the area immediately and put a swimmer in
the water to bring survivors aboard. PCF 42, operating in area
LC, wan cnlled to assint; nand VNN Coastal Group 25 units aml
Adr Forco amd Arny holicopters participted in the soarch,
Scarch oporations continued throughout the following day. Of
the 25 passengers on the junk, only ten were saved; six bodies
were recovered and nine persons were missing.

At 0500 on 25 July, PCF 20, opersting 110 miles north of
Qui Nhon, collided with a 20 foot sail-only junk in choppy seas
and heavy rain, The junk was unliéhted and not held on radar,
The Junlc annk fimodiatoly, but the twe occupants nn! all tholr
gear were saved, There was no damage to the PCF. On 14 July,
USCGC POINT GREY, operating in Area 9 in the Gulf of Thailand,
collided with a junk. The six occupants were x"aacued with the
help of Coastal Group 43.

OPERATIONS

On 5 ard 6 July, USS WARBLER (MSC 206), USCGC POINT PAKTRIDGE,
MSB 52, PCF 24 and PCF 25 cornducted a bottom scarch in the area
of tha 20 June trawler capture. Using USS TORTUGA (ISD 26) as a
logistic sfxpport ship, the Task Unit conducted bottom sonar and

10 - CONFIDENTIAL
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galvanic detection sweeps in an attempt to locate any equipment
that might have been jettisonod by the trawler's crew during the
engagement. In addition, MAD sweeps of the area were conducted
by a MALKET TIME P2V,

By the conclusion of ths twv.z day operation five contacts
had been investigated by divers with negative results. In as
much as the bottom was smooth and fairly hard, it was consi-‘
dered probable that any material of significant size would have
been discovered by the scarching ships. At 1600 on 6 July, the
operation terminated and all units resumed their normal duties,
No hostile fire was received,

From 1200 to 2200 on 11 July, three PCFs exccuted Plan
COKRAL off Vung Tau. A total of 12 junks were boarded or
inspected with no suspicious activity noted,

HARKET TIME UNITS '

dhcbaen addilional PCFs areivad in country during July,
bringing the total number of SLIFTS in country to 70, Threo
boats went to PCF Division 101 at An Thoi to bring the total
there to ten; five went to Division 192 at DaNang for a total
of seventeen; five went to Division 103 at Cat Lo for a total
of seventeen; three went to Division 104 at Cam‘ kanh Bay for a .
total of sixtecn; no units were added to Division 105 at Qui
Nhen, and its total remained at ten boats,

During July the PACVs were‘cngaged in installation and
evaluation of various modifications to make them more suitable
for operations in South Vietnam, These modifications includeds

1 CONEIDENTIAL
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twin .50 caliber machine gun mounts to ruplace the present singlo
+50 caliber mount; M~60 machine gun mounts in the side windows
and a remote controlled }-60 machine gun firing aft; rodesigned
venturi and spray shiclds to increese underway visibility; and
installation of a rubber dam to allow the opening of the forwara
door while unlcrway, Theso modificotions should cerruct basie
duficiuncies brought to light during the in-country tost and
cvaluation propram, The need for mor¢ armament in general, as
well as the complete lack of an astorn firing wcapon (the pro-
poller and tail assembly restrict the arc of firs of the ,50
caliber mzchine gun mount), was obvious, Upon completion of
these modifications, evaluation of the PACVs in MARKET TIME
operations will continue,

USS FLOYD COURTY (1SD 762), assigned as Ca Mau Peninsula
support vessel for PCFs end WPBs, continued operations in Areas
Suven and Eight, Prolonged operations without upkeep periods
resulted in numercus squipment casunlties, but a diligent effort
on the part of FLOYD COUNTY's crcw mainteined th;a ship on station
and cnzabled her to carry out assigned petrol amd support functions,
As the foesibility of ustablishing a Combat Support Baée on Poulo
Ob.’;. Island is still under study, the use of the offshore support
ship in irecas Suven and Eight continues as an cffective substitute,.
e abllity to opurate PCF3 from tho support ship in Lhesv sruae
of high infiltration potuntizl hes greatly enhanced thu coastal
surveillance effort,

During the past two months the \PBs in Coust Guard Divisions

12 CONF IDENTIAL
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11 and 12 hzve been undergoing thedr ennucl drydockings for hull
renovation and painting, USCGC POINT MAST and USCGC POIMT YOUNG _
from COGARDIV 11 were drydocked in Bangkok in late June,' but
their bottom paint pecled off upon return to 4n Thoi. In July
they returncd to Bangkok and received enother hull painting,

this time losing only {ivo percent of the anti-fouling paint and
none of thu anti-corrosion paint;. The remainder of the V.FPDs in
Division 11 were scheduled for drydocking in Bangkok during August
end Septembers Drydocking of all the WPBs in Division. 12 was
completed in Dalleng by the end of July.

Harbor defunse forcus werc furthor cugmented during July
with the errival of personnel of Mobils Inshore Undersea Wé.rfa.re
Survelllance Unit 22 at Nha Trang on 15 July. MNIULS 22 commenced
limited operations the following week, ond antieipated full
opcrationzl cepability with the arrival of boats ard cruws by

the end of August, MIUWS 23 at Qui Hhon became mllaf opemt.io_nal‘ '

on 7 July with the delivery of three LCPL MX XI patrol bocts,

In gerial surveillance, Patrol Squa;dron Two, opercting seven
SP-ZH aircraft from Ten Son Nhut Airbase, continued to support
MARMST TIME operations. US3 SALISBURY SOUID (AV 13) established
& sezdrome at Com Ranh Bay on 11 July, cnd. conducted operztions bq
for the remeinder of the month., SP=5 aircraft of Patrol Squad-
rons LO &nd 48 flew MARKET TIME survelllance flights out of Cam
Ranh Bay during this period. Patrol Squadrons 47, 48 and LS elso
supported MARKET TDME operations, flying P3A aircraft out of
Sangley Point, P.I.

13 - CONFIDENTIAL
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A1l flow newly adjusted tracks during July. The new tracks
placed the patrol line further at se;':., allowing detuction of
infiltrators ot grecter distances from ths coast, The aircraft
elso flew specicl patrols wven further from tho coast at certain
poriods looking for stesl hulled trawlers.

Task Force 115 basic units consisted of 70 PCFs and 26 WPBs.
The following Pacific Flset units also operated undex.' the opera-

tional control of Commander Tesk Force 115 during July:

USS NilELL (DEL 322)

USS SAVAGE (DER 386)

USS wILIOITE (DER 397)
USs ViNCE (DER 387)

USS FORSTER (DER 334)
0 ROINER (DR 337)

LSS WAVERFLELD (DER 393)
USS KRRETCHEER (DER 329)
USS PHOLEE (MSC 199)
USS WARBLER (MSC 206)
USS WHIPPOORWILL (}SC 207)
USS WIDGEON (MSC 208)

R X R

14

USS V.OODPECKER (MSC 209)
USS ALBATROSS (#SC 269)
USS CONSTANT (MSO 427)
USS PLUCK (HSO 464)

USS ENZIGY (150 435)

Uss PIVOT (Moo 167)

USS ADVANCE (M50 510)
US3 FORTIFY (SO 446)
USS ENGAGE (MSO 443)

USS IMPSRVIOUS (MSO 449)
USS INFLICT (MSO 4563
USS IOYALTY (MSO 457

CONFIDENT IAL
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RIViR P..TROL FORCE

The focus of in-country naval action shift::d to Operation
GiMoy VLanDEN during July as the PBHS increasingly doterred Viet
Cong waturborne movenents ! Tha hulicopter fire teams wers also
highly effective, both in support of the PDiis and in indupundent
stirikes on Viet Cong units, The SEAL Teem, opurating in the
Rung Szt Spucinl Zone, conducted its most successful o.perations ‘
to date, Light additional PBHs were cdded to GidME VARDEN forccs
during the wonth, .

DELTA WKIVER PATROL GROUP

/. ncew PBR tactic, 2 planned ombush to intercept & possible
Viet Cong river crossing, wes employed for the first time during
July ard resulted in the most significant GAME ViRDEN success to
date, Relicble intelligeﬁce inform‘t.ion had been rieceived of a
possibls Vict Cong weepons crossing 23 July on the Cuz Tieuw River
fiftoen miles cast of liy Tho. Comncnder River Patrol Suction 531
was ordered to toke four PBhs to the arec to interdict the movae
ment, In addition to the PBhis, the ViIN Rivur jssoult Group
cormandor ot by Tho providod a COa/ EDLMENT and throo Rivor
Patrol Craft (RPC). irtillery ot Hoo Dong was clurted and resdy
for bLimacdinto response, if required, |

it approximately 2000 on 23 July, the PBRs uiovud into the
arca. PERs 109 and 110 cpproached the arca first, using only
one ungine, Lhen they errived in the probeble crossing nrua,

they cut their unginus and drifted silently. PBks 103 emd 105

! See Appendix II for Statistical Summary
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followed approximately one mile behind, also employing the same
drifting tactic. The RAG craft remained in reserve 6000 yards

to the west,

At 2123 the lead boats heard an engine lighting off astern
and to the south, Simultaneousl& the two following units heard
the engine light off ahead, and PBR 105 detected a iiigh speed
radar contact crossing from south to north. (The junk was later
determined to have an outboard engine of approximately 40 horse-
power,) PBR 105 led the chase and intercepted the contact at a-
range of 50 yards from Lho north bank, llluxnlxn:.lt;iox\ rovoaled a
30-foot Jjunk with nine persons aboard who in:.liately opened
firo with amall arms, Pt 105 reaponded yith intonso ,50
caliber machine gun and M=-16 f{ire, kimng six Viet Cong at the
outset and forcing the remaining thres to abandon the junk. As
PBR 103 moved in to capture the remaining Viet Cong, PBks 109
and 110 covered the north bank and the iAG craft strafud the south
bank to suppress possible Vist Cong attack from the shore,

A1l attonpts to capture thy throw Viet Cong failoed, Thoy
rufused to take lincs from the PBRs or respond to warning shots,
hn attempt to manevuver thes boats to cut off their escape failed,
and when they reached the bank they were taken under fire, One
was killed, ons wzs wounded and the third {mnaged. to escape.
Subscquent firing of M-79 grenades into folizge aleong the bank
rusulted in four large pools of 'blood, possibly from a recuption
party waiting on the bank,

Efforts to salvage the sinking junk were sucecessful, even
though the motor was lost., Numerous pape<rs, onv rifls and ammu-

16 CONFIDENTIAL
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nition ard pursonal guar wore recoverced, Tho pepors dindicated
that a Viet Cong tax collector was abonrd, amd provided doﬂailod
records of Viet Cong tex collections from individuals in the
erea. Although no weapons movement was detected, tho action |
was evalucted as en ettempt by a tax collector to move under
the protuction of guorrilla t.roopes.‘l
Earlier in the month, ly Tho based PBEs intercepted amd
destroyed another Vict Cong tax collector, On 1 July at 0512
PBkis 101 and 104, on pctrol in th. immodiate vicinity of My Tho,
detected & wator texd moving in violction of curfew. Whils
PBLi 104 started to teks the taxi in tow to My Tho, PBR 101
detucted o simall contact 200 yards chead moving toward the weter
taxi. The conteact wes illumincted end hailed by tha. National
Policemcn aboard the PBK. It wes discovered to be a twelve-foot
sapen vith five psople nhoard towing a raft with an additional
four puoplu, It immqlir.t.uly attempted to evado to the south,
PBR 104 modu a high spued run end intorceptca thq sampan, amd
at ¢ ronge of only fiftcen ycrds sterted to receive small erms
fire., The PBR made ¢ rapid turn and killed the five Viet Cong
in the sampon with high intensity .50 caliber mechins gun firc,
The four persons clinging to the raft cttempted to swim to the
- becch amd werc teken under fire vith undetermined results. All
action occurred ct & rengs of epproximately 30 yords from tho
river bonk, The sampon was thon tcken in tow and tho patrol

cleered the river bank arca.

The sampan was fourd to contain one rifle, e helmet, some

1 CTU 116,1.3 msg 2319002 Jul 66,
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clothing, ard a quantity of papers end PsyOps motericl, /Among
the papers were instruction sheots on mu;c.hodé and procudures
for Vivt Cong tex colluctors, detailed accounting books, tax
roles end 8149$%VN. The action was egein vvolucted cs intercep=
tion of a Viet Cong tax collector,

The nignt of 15 July at 2055, the first incidunt butwuen
GAIE \ARDCE units end & steel hulled vessel occurred when PCRs
105 and 110, on potrol 23 miles wust of My Tho, ustablishud
radar contact with & ship with three sacller contacts o.-long-
side. As the PBRs closed, the small craft oveded to the river
banks &nd the ship weighed enchor. The ship was identificd as
& tonkor, the MEKONG PHROM Pelll of Cumbodisn registry flying A
only ¢ Vistnomese {lng aft. The PBR8 shadowcd the tanker cs it
moved westward on the kMekong River, anmd at 2320 units of the
Vinh long 1tG renduzvousud vith the PBRs emd cssumud surveillance,
The terker was by that time flying o Cambodian flag. No further
unusucl activity wos detected,

Whils PBRs 105 and 110 shedowed the tanker, PERs 106 and
109, supported by armed helicopters cnd a flaru circraft, moved
into the area where the initial contact had been made to ssarch
for the smaller contacts. At ?3&5 the PBRs come urder cutometic
wacpona fire fram tho south benk and recolvod & singlu shot from
the north bank, No trace was fourd of the contacts. It wrs
impossiblu to determine if ths tenker hed been offloading contro-
band to Vist Cong forces in the area; although the activity
surrounding the incident and the fect that ths tenker was anchorud
in a prohibited crec estoblishud this 28 ¢ possibility.

18 CONFIDENTIAL
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On the evening of S July two PBRs proceeding west ‘on patrol
out of My Tho crossed the path of a RAG convoy proceeding the
opposite direction, Vhile attempting to efiect a port to port
passage, an LCM & illuminated PBR 94, temporarily blinding the
boat captain., The 1CM, proceeding at maximum speed, rauned the
Piit on the portside before evasive action could be taken and
forced it down in the water far enough to ship water over the
gunwale, After clearing the L(_!M, the PBE was struck again, this
time by an escort KPC, The FAG units procceded without stopping.
PER $& suffered extensive damage, including destruction of the
boat coxswain station and the rader consolei The boat captain
and the after gunner received minor injuries,

£BRs from Can Tho came to the assistance of a friendly
outpest ten miles southeast of their base on the night of 4 July,
v.‘l{ilo on patrol, PDks 3h'and 40 noticed flares and mortar fire in
the vicinity of a Vietnamese Army outpost, and on approaching the
area the patrol came under automatic weapons and sniper fire,

The fire vas returnzd with ,50 caliber mchin;s gum.. Three days
later COMRIVDIV 51, on a visit to the ocutpost with the Tra On
District Chief and his advisor to establish support - including
safe haven for the PBRs - and to prevent mutual interference,
was informed that the PBhs had ¢iffectively assisted in breaking
up a Viet Cong attempt to overrun the outpost.

PER persomnel at Can Tho employed a new techr;ique for
sampan surveillance the night of 30 July. Intelligence rec.eived
from Phong Dinh Sector indicated a possibla Viet Cong river

19 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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crossing scven miles southeast of Can Thoy and in addition to
cuntuering normal PRI patrols in the suspuct arca, a sampan
obsurvation post was uatnblished, manned by. ono U.S. Navy officer
and three enlisted men, The swmpan used was a {nrmor Viet Cong
craft, 30-fuet long, with a deck lhousa and an inboard diseel
enginc, The sampan was made available to River Section 511 by
hAG 26 at Can Tho, and was overhauled by Navel Support Activity
Detachment, Can Tho, Communicetions to the PEks on patrol amd

to Cen Tho was by PKC-25 radio, The tactic provided continuel

surveillence of the entirs suspect aree, and, although no crosse v

ing was detected, it is considered to be valuzble if used with
discretion a2t periodic intervals in areas where the river is
wido onough Lo provide acceurily for the pampan,

Plihg playcd en unusurl role on 24 July whon they provided
emergency transportation for U.S. Ambassador Henry Cabot Lodge,
COITAVIORV, end their party after their helicopter had been
forcud down by monsoon roins ot VEN Coestel Group 35 Base. The
Ambassador end ris party had just complieted a visit to USS
TOWTUGA (ISD 26) for a bricfing of huar rols in CAME %.AR.’)EI:.-‘
Aftur recolving a message that the p‘crty vas dowvm, TOiTUGA dis-
patcned a PBIt patrol to return them to the .ship. They remeined
on board overnight eand were trmsborted to Saigon the i‘ollqwing
morning by thc¢ helicopter fire teanm,

ANTI-PBR ACTIVITIES

The previously mentioned succcesses combined with more

intensive haressment of PBits indicated that GAME WARDEN units
20 CONFIDENTIAL
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progressively were becoming more obnoxious to the Viet Cong in
the lckong Delta region. In the most deterimined effort yet to
destroy GAME VARDEN units, on ambush wes sprung on a four boat
petrol 12 miles west of My Tho, At 2005 on 17 July, while going
2longride a 45-foot Junk for inspection, the PERs ruceived z2uto-
mrtic weapons and mortar fire from both banks of the river. The
firc wos supprussed with .50 celiber riechine gun end small arms
fire, There were no casuzlties,

PBis 35 and 35, operatirgl on the Bassac River 15 miles
southezst of Can Tho, wore luss fortuncte when &t 1433 on 10
July they camne under heavy cutomztic wcapons ord small arms
firec, In the ensuing firefight one crewman and one Vistnemese
civilian, tunporarily in the custody of the potrol, were wounded,
PBiis came under fire numerous othur times while on petrol end
on several occcsions were hit by small cxms or cutomatic weapo;ts
fire vith no casuslties or significent dmncge..

On two occzsions PBlis from Can Tho werce utilized for loud-
specker uissions bo varn civilians of impen.ding artillery
¢xcicises in areas along the Bessuc Eiver. On both instencus
thy bouts come undur Viot Cong fire from tho banks, and tho fire
wzs suppressed with no friendly cesuzltices. On the first mission
on 25 July, the Tra On District Chief was embarked. .

On 26 July the Vist Cong cond;zcted & unique test of PER
roactions to & possible booby trap. At 0946, while on patrol
five nides cash of I-$' Tho, PBhs 103 ard 104 eighted en anchored,
fifteon=foot sampan, apparently empty. Two warning shots wure

| 21 CONFIDERTIAL
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fired with no response, Ixaminction comducted from & safe
distonce disclosed o five=-gnllon drum with wiros cttached
located on the forward scat, The sitw. tion was v portod to
CTU 116.1.,3 and the patrol was ordercd to rcmain well clozr,
CTE 116.1.341 accoupenied by the My Tho RKAG Commander then
proceeded to the scens, arriving at 1005, Five li=79 grencdes
were fired et tho smmpan, blowing out one side amd capsizing
it, ord revecling o second ccbls attached to a smell innortube
flocting approximtely 25 yards from the scmpen. Shortly thuro-
after, two woncn approached in a socond sampen, Thoe RAG Commandur
called thy women ovar for interrogstion, end discovered that the
first sempan belonged to them. They claimed thet four Vist Cong
had forced them to set up their scmpn to obseurve PBiv reaction
to thu crrangenent. It wes strictly a decoy - the con was empty
znd the wires led nowhere. Ths women were relucsed and purmitted
to tow tlieir ccpsized sampen beck to shore,

Another typs of incident wes stzged on 12 July, when at o
0930 approximately 60 women in Tra On Villzze corducted a
peaceful demonstration to protest curfow restrictions amd \
enforcament, and ths presence of PBhs on the Basstce kiver. The _ \\
wamen arrived ot Tra' On from known Viest Cong controlled arocs on
Cu Ico liey Islond aeross the river. locol cuthoritics evlexmtod
the dunonstrotion as Viet Cong inspired ond diructed, and' fult
thot it indicated Vict Cong cadre concern over the effuctivencss |
of PLR pc.t.rol.-; and curfew enforcemnt, Similey demonstrations . |\ "\
hed been stegod dn Tra On in the past; howuver, this was the |
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first instence in wiich a durnonstretion wes specificelly eddrossed
egainst the growing success of GuirE VALDEL operstions,

TOnTUGA FIig Tishil

Opercting from USS TORTUGA (LSD 26) off the niouths of the
Bossec axd Co Chien Rivers, the helicopter fire teams logged an
impressive nunber of successful strikes et Viet Cong bocts and
fecilities during July. The mejority of thesc strikes were in
tho area of Tong Toon anl Thanh Phong Sveret Zones, known Viub
Cong stro-ngholds ard staging crezs.] On 4 July =t 1820, the
helicopter fire teom took & l.igs nuiber of sampons urder fire
in th: Long Torn Sucrvt Zons. Uno smapen disinteprated in a
scconcery cxplosion, 8Six othurs were damsged, wiiile & number
of odditional szmpons took cover uder folisge. During the
action three PERs were set £.8 & blocking force in the Co Chisn
hiver estucry in the event the Viet Cong ettempted to‘cross.

In enother joint PRR-fire teau operation at 1630 -on 20 July,
tho peliol undtes convergod on on arus iear thu south bunk of the
Co Chiun usturry whero units of VIII Coastal Group 35 had received
mortar fire one lhour previéusly. Four sompens werc discovered
ord peridission was rueceived from the Léns Toen District Chief to
take the boats under fire, Viet Cong personncl were seen flceing
the arva as the PBRs ard tine fire team opened firs, .nd 211 four
sampens were destroyed, At 1100 on 21 July, & PBR patrol received
fire from the beach in the seme erea, end the fire tean dispetched

to the scenu to cssist reccived fire upor arrivel., In the

T yiet Cong Secret Zones are cocstel regions wder Viet Cong
dominztion, Sue NAVFOLV Hisiorieel Sumary, June 1966, for

locztions, _
23 CORF IDERTIAL

Y
\\
.



1

aubsoquent halicopter ntrike aix styuctures wm'w; destroyed and .

CONFIDENTIAL

25 wvere dumaged,  Earlier the sams day the fire team discovered -
and opened fire on a group of cemouflaged junks in the Long Toan
Secret Zons. One junk was destroyed and five wore damaged, One
helicopter crewman was slightly wounded by hostile fire,

On tw» occasions the fire team destroyed large Jjunies cerrying
goods and porsonnol in the Thanh Phong Secret Zone., On 21 July
at 1845, a 35-foot junk with six occupants ard two boxes of cargo
was spottud, With the purmission of the Kien Hoa Province Chief
the junk was taken under fire, killing five occupants and causing
extonaive damage to the junk, On 18 July a PER patrol requestca
the helo fire team to investigate two suspicious 30-foot Junks
which had evaded. As the fire team azpproached, hostile fire v.raa
received from the area with one helicopter receiving a hit in
the cargo compartment, One Viet Cong structure amd three junks
wore damigod by the striku.

| Tragedy struck twice during June as two U.S. Lrmy HU-1B
fire team helicopters were lost on takeoff from TORTUGA. On

9 July at 0650, a helicopter crashed and sank in 40 fest of water
only 50 yards off the port quarter of TORTUGA. The helicopter
started an uncontrollable turn to starboard upon takeoff and at
the sams time lost rotor RPM. All fowr crew members were
uninjurod and wore rescued by a PIR. ‘liw probable caune of the
crash was mochanical failure,!

The second accident took place at 2306 on 42 July. The

1 CTF 116 Historical Summary, July 1966.
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helicopter was airborne only five to ten socordstbefore crashing,
The pilct was unable to free himself frum the aiz:craft', and was
lost; whils the second crewmember managed to work free snd was
recovered by a boat from TORTUGA. Through him it was learned
that there was no visible moon and no visible harizon, and that
the altimeter read “zero" from timo of takeoff to time of |
collisjon., The body of the pilot was recovered the following
day, and subsequent autopsy revealed he was killed by a sharp.
blow on tho head. As he had been f;ying extensively the doy of :',
the accidont, pilot fatigue was felt to be a contributing fnctor.'
in the accident.' .
RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZONE RIVER PATROL GROUP

PBRs on patrol in the Rung Sat Special Zone saw only light
action during the month, The only significant detection of Viet
Cong waterborne movement occurred the morning of 7 July when
PBRs 25 and 26 detected a sampan crossing the northern reach of
the Soirap River, | As tﬁe PBRs approached, a a;rimner was sighted
in the vicinity of the seampan amd challenged, but continued to
swinm toward the river bank., He was taken under fire by M-14
rifle, but disappeared into dense foliage near th'gabank. Shallow
watee procluded an approach on tho apparontly beachod sampan, and
it was taken under fire with an M=79 gremade launcher and forced

into deeper water. Two bodies were discovered in the sampan

before it sank.

1 Ibid,
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PERs 69 and 70, on patrcl on the Soirap River south of the
Quang Xuyen Village during the afternoon of 50 July, received a
single recoilless rifls round, small arms and automatic weapons
fire from Viet Cong positions on the shore, PBR 70 was hit on
the starboard bow by the recoilless rifle rourd, losing one man
overboard from the impact and suf fering one edditional man
wounded. BPoth boats procecded south, firing heavily at the Viet

Cong positions, then came about to the north for another firing -

mss, Four additioncl PBRis were dismtched to the ares, and PBR
21 recovered the wounded nan from the water several miles from
the ambush site, FPixed wing amd ﬁolicopter air acrikee'.\‘w're
also called in on the area. '

PBR 70 received a hole two feet long and nine inc}'get;; high
in the starboard side under the .50 caliber machine gun mou;lb,
and ten shrapnel holus in the deck besido the mount. One _radio
was rendered inopsrative by shrapmel. The two wounded mr.:ril were
evacuated to Saigon, Viet Cong caosualties in the action wure
unimown. ;

PBRs on long Tau River patrol came under fire on only one
occasion during the month, The night of 28 July, PERs 48 and 68
received automtic weapons fire while on a routine mtrol 15 '
miles southcast of Nha Be. Fire was returmd, There were no
frierdly casualties. .

Activity involving the helicopter fire team in the RSSZ
wes also light during July. In significant action the morning
of 19 July, the fire team destroyed four cammouflaged sampans and
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onc hut whilo supporting the extraction of tho SEAL Team. On
30 July the fire team received ground fire vhile on an armed |
reconnaissance mission along the Soirap River in the same area
where the PBRs had been ambushed, The fire team expended all
ammunition in the area with undetermined results, Darkness and
woather conditions precluded further strikes, |
SEAL TEAM OPERATION

In the largest SEAL Tecam operation yut in the Rung Sat
Special Zone, three tecms, each composed of six men, were
inserted by LCM-6 on 27 July at 1245 into the area west of Can
. Gio Villape. At 1528 the point men of a tean investigating a
well concealed trail leading through denso m:ngroves came faco
to face with three armed Viet Cong. He fired a grenade from an
M-79 launcher, killing on¢ and wounding the other two, before
falling back with the remainder of the patrol., The patrol
" notified the other teams of the encounter, then fa.nfxed out to
follow the trail,

then they reached the aréa. of the encounter they discovered
that the dead and wourled had beon r;amovod. Further investiga-l
tion discloscd a Viet Cong camp with eight buildings including
a mess hall large enough to accommodate 80 men. Also discovered
were two' sampans, 200 pounds of rice, two carbines, 500 rounds
of small arms ammunition, uniforms, rmtrenching tools, and a
L'z:rge nunber of documents, The camp and the material too bulhr_
to move werc debtro&od. |

fAnong tho captured documunts wero porsonal papors,
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certificates of echievemsnt for Viet Cong, maps, treining manuals,

pictures and persomel rosters. Documents irdicated that the
camp had contained one.platoon of 24 men, The maps provided
defensc and mine field plans for the Long Thanh Peninsula area
botween Can Gio and Dong Hoa,

GAME WARDEN UNITS

Eight edditional PBRs were offloaded from the S5 BROOKVILIE

at Vung Tau and added to GAME WARDEN forces on 31 July, Soveral
boats exparienced minor damage during offloading,

On 1 July Commarder River Patrol Section 522 reported
operationally ready with PERs 111 and 113; and on 22 July
reported that crews and patrol officers were fully trained and
would be ready for the transit to the base at Vinh Long upon
receipt of additional boats plus five days required for outf:!t-
ting. On 26 July River Patrol Section 521 was administratively
activated at Cat lo. On 28 July Commander Biver' Squadron Five
was dusignated CTU 116.8.1 (Commander PBR Support Unit),

PHRs based on board USS TORTUGA contimued to exporience
undesirable operating conditions and were chronically plagued
with reduced patrol capabilitics., On 15 July Rivor Patrol
Section 512, operating from TORTUGA, reported experiencing as
much as fifty percent operating time lost due to heavy winds
and rough seas. In addition, heavy weather proved to .be detri-
mental to PER hulls as RivPatSec 512 exioeriencéd damage to
several boats, '

In on attempt to establish and maintain good relationships
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with Vietnamese eivilians exposed to PBR boarding and searching,
signs in Victnamese were propared ard distributed to the PBR
unitn for display ou the boats, Thona algns oxplain to inddgonous
personnel the reasons for the presence of the PDRs in theoir
respective arcas (sca photograph and translation),

The MSB detachment at Nha Be reached full strength during
Jul& as four additional boats arrived, bringing the total to

twelve, The minesweepers commenced sweeps of the Dong Nai River

.“’

from Cat Lai to the Bien Hoa Highway Bridge in addition to ptfé}{ ‘
viously instituted sweeps of the Long Tau River and the Nha Be ' \
and Cat Lo anchorages. No known water mine incidents occurrod |
duxji:xg the month in the areas where sweeping operations were
conducted,
EER R
.\\‘"
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, S/JGON

July was markad by an incrcase in NAVSUPPACT, Saigonts ca.pa-

bility to provide support for operating naval elemonts in the

II, III, and IV Corps Tactical Zon»s. Although NAVSUPPACT, Saigon.

has not yet achieved full operational level, growth was achieved
in every detachment and department, and the cormand approached
its goal of complete support to the boats,

July saw an expanded support capability develop at field
detachments under the control of NAVSUPPACT, Salgon; vhile at the
headquarters in Saigon new operational proccedures promised
increased efficiency. Navf personnel arrivi}xg in country started
processing through the Colossewa Navy Inprocessing Center - an
operation combining transient quarters with an informative Navy
imoctrination program, The administrative Department estab-
lishod a mail routing offico at Tan Son Nhut Adrbase to incroase
delivery efficioncy. |

During July personnel on board reached 75 percent of
allowance (1088 of 1449). A significant shortage of technical
ra;ces remained,

The Supply Department hosted members of the SERVPAC Supply
Department staff in a thrce day conference on various supply
ard support problems. With improvemont in logistical suppbrt a
coilant, gonl of the activity, instructions wero promlpgated
during July to all dotaclironts implenenting the “expedited gship-
ment" program which is designud to improve éupport responsiveness
by compressing pipeline movement of material,
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In other supply activities, U.S. Amyy, Vietnam Real Estate
made an additional 42,000 square feet of starage arca available
to NAVSUPPACT, Saigon. During the month the numbe» of vehicles
used bty the detachment3 amd theA Saigon headquarters increased to
139 out of a requested total of 464, The NAVSUPPACT, Saigon
electronics repair shop, located at the COMNAVFORV compound,
was mado ready. Repair ard fivld support teams have boen
cstablished and are oporatioml,

Operational contrsl of USS MARK (AKL 12), USS BRULE (AKL 28),
and USS BLUEBIRD (MSC 121) was assumed during July, greatly
increasing the scalift capability of the activity. On 23 July,
MARK became the first cargo ship in approximately ten years to
transit t'.he Bassac River from Can Tho to ths open sea, a par-
ticularly hazardous trip due to the shifting and unmarked channel
and the danger of Viet Cong attack.. She was escorted bty VNN LSIL
331, one of a class of shallow draft ships highly experienced in
transit of the Bassac River., Use of this route will reduce the
resupply cycle to Delta bases by two days. _

The Operations Department air 1lift division flew 346 passen-
gers amd 14,192 pounds of caerg? in the last two wecks of July.
Work on the P2V apron at Tan Son Hhut contined to Lo delayed by
daily rains; 1 October was e¢stablished as the estimated comple-‘
tion date. Also in the Operations Department, a couricr amd
guard mail service was initiated throughcut the detachments to
facilitate comnrunicatinnag, '

" The berthing, messing, pier amd boat replenishment facilitics
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et Vinh Long, Sa Doc and Long Xuyen were brought to state of
utility during July in preparation for the arrival of the PERs.
At Yha Be the outfitting of YINB-16 prOgross;zd &s a temporary
brow was constructed; a repair area was esteblished on board and
the first MSB engine overhauls were completed; and the construc-
tion ¢f burthing arcas and a topﬁide cover noeared complut;ion.
Wwell drilling on the western edge of reclaimed land at Nha Be
reached a depth of 75 meters with only salt water found,

Repair shops at Qui Nhon, Cam Ranh amd Cat Lo reached,
recpectively, 40, 90 and €0 percent completion. Grading of land
at Qui Nhon and Nha Trang for Harbor Entrance Control Posts was
completed, and MIUWS personnel commenced operations on the sites,
Construction was 'also started on the HECP observation tower at
Qui MNhon, At Cam Ranh Bay work was started cn messing facilities,
Additional berthing facilities were constructed on the veranda
of the leased villa at Can Tho; and prapara.tions were Being made
{fer the arrival of YFNB-9 at that Delta Base,

4 3 % 4 ®

32 ~ CONFIDENTIAL



1
}
CIVIC ACTICN AND PSYCHCLOGICAL OPERLTIONS

Navy civic action PsyOps programs continued to dovclop
during July as the PsyOps advisors settléd “into their billets
and additional personnel amd units commenced participation. In
DaNang a "lite-a-bike" safety campaign to reduce night accidents
was established with the cooperation of the DaNang Chief of
Police. The program consists of placing red reflective tape on
the recar fender and white tape on the fron,t' fender of all bicy-
cles and motorcycles to increase the visibility factor previously
lacking in these smaller vehiclés.

Within the Third Coastal Zone the most successful program
continued to be in the area of Modical Civic Action, The success
of the program is attributed to fino cooperation between U.S.
Navy advisors and their Vietnameae Navy countcrparts_ and U.S.
Army doctors, nurses and helicopter pilots. Transportation. for
the MEDCAP teams and thoir supplies is provided by Vietnamese
Navy Coasta} Force junks or Army helicopters to coastal villages
throughout the Third Coastal Zonc,

NAVSUPPACT Dellang has organized three man Village Action
Toams to aild villagors in the Arca. The program has boen very
successful, In Truyon Tia Hamlot tho team worked with the
villagers in building five homes, .z"ep]acing a »2ll casing and
installing a culvert,

In other civic action, 100 tons of coal were moved by Nav:y
personnel from DaNang to Hue to enable ‘lj.mo kiln operators to .
continue production. During July U.S. Navj and Coast Guard
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units on patrol asaisted 16 disabled junks,

a

?

]

The Vietnamese Navy

Hospital ship (LSMH 400) doployed to tho First Coastal Zone, and

outfitting was started on a second hespital ship.

Propaganda broadcasts werec made in Ben Goi Bay, Khanh Hoa

Province on the following dates for the timus indicateds

5 July 2 hr, 10 min,
6 July 1 hr. 7 min,
15 July 37 min,
16 JUJ&' 2 hro 53 mino
28 July 1 br, 15 min,
29 July 2 hr, 10 min.

1. Construction projects completed during repdrt period includes
(those only repaired or renovated are marked with an R)

a. Churches/Temples/Pagodas 1R
b. Culverts 3
c. (1) Dwellings 5
(2) Fumber of Families 7
d. Hospitals 1R
e. Orphonages 1R
f. (1) Schools, Public 3 IR
(2) Classrooms 8 2R
g. Parks iR
2. Medical Treatments:
a. General Medical 14,742
b. Dental 932
c. Swrgery 17
d, Fmcrpency Evacuations 10
o, Hairlip Operations 6
3. Health and Sanitation:
a. Physical Examination 383
tE. Spray Insecticide Operations 1
L. Distritution of cormodities (pounds unlsss otherwise -
specified).
a. Ccment 63,100
b, Clothing . 5,730
¢. Fertilizer 300
d, Food 70,363
6, ILumbcr (Board Feet) 29, €00
fo ledical, Non~Prescription 652
ge School Kits (Number) 732
h. Soap © 4,874
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i, Tin Sheets (Munber) 55.
Jo Family Kits (Number) . 1,150
k., Toxtilo Kits (Number) 1,125
1. Woshbuckot Kits (Number) 2,895
n. Sowing Kits (Number) 700
n. Concortina vire (Rolls) 29
o. Toys 200
p. Magazines (Number) 3,820

Iducation Efforts:

& (1) English Classes L1
(2) Attendance Al

Voluntary contributions in supporf of: (Piasters)

a. Orphanages 25,000
" b, Schools 2,360
¢. Medical Operations 4,520

d. Individuals and/or Familics 8,000

3
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

During July U.S. Navy advisors reported ‘that the overall
ability of the Vietnamese Navy to accomplish its assigned mission
remained at a satisfactory level, while ‘encouraging improvements
were noted in several areas, MNew commanding officers assignod
to somo ahips of the Floot Cnmmr;nd worc proving to be more aggros-
sive amd responsive to advice, Parbicular]& noteworthy were
improvements in several PGMs, both in operations and maintenance
practices. During July no further progress took place in tho
reorganization of the Vietnamease Navy,

Personncl distribution, a serious problem within the Vietnamese -
Navy, received close attention by advisors. Headquarters, edminise
trative, and logistic lift ship billets remained over allowence,
while combat and mintenance billets were gonorally under allowance,
As an cxample, Third and Fourth Coastal Zonu Headquarters wore
overmanned by ons-hundred percent. In an attempt to rectify this
problem, verbal guthority was granted to Coastal Zone éommanders
by VNN CNO to reassign personnel within their arecas, but no action
was taken during July. Advisory efforts were directed toward
obtaining written authority from CHO to pormit both Fleet Command
and Coastal Zone commanders to reassign personnel. Another aerious.
personncl problem continued in the Coastal 2ones, where there was
a lack of qualifiod engineman potty officers and boat coxawains,

Personnel training was reported as'adoquntc at Recruit
Training Center, Cam Rarh Bay despite poor living conditions,
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The program to turn the RTC over to the U.S. Army and relocate
the Center to the Saigon area remained at a standstill. During
July, AKL 451 was assigned as training ship at the VNN Naval
Academy, lha Trang. Significant improvements were noted in
training procedures on Fleet Command ships as efforts were made
to accomplish more underway training, Advisory efforts wers
directed toward increases in 00D training, inport damage control,
general maintenance, gunnery training and English instruction,
Most Coastal Group advisors reported a lack of training programs
for nﬁrksmmship and boat handling, and efforts wore boing made
to attain better utilization of a.va;lable weapons ranges and
establishment of regular training programs,

Morale continued to be good on all tut a few Fleet Command
units, Advisors found the monetary incentive for capture of Viet
Cong weapons and material was an important factor in the morale
of patrol units, VNN public affairs efforts received considerabls
emphasis during July when many pains were taken with an elaborate |
display of the Viet Cong trawler captured on 20 June. The trawler
armd captured weapons were put on public exhibition at the 'ipier
at tho foot of Hai Ba Trung Stree in Saigon. Advisors folt that
such undertakings as these, given over incrun;:ing press coverago,
have a pronounced and beneficial effect on the prestige and morale
of the Vietnamese Navy, '

OPERATIONS

Victnamosu Navy Constal Groups maintainod a high level of

combat activity during July, participating in both blocking
37 CONFD'JENI‘IAL ~ NOFORN
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operations ard amphibious landings. In the First Coastal Zone
on 2 July, Coastal Group 11 and LSSL 228 participated in Opera=-
tion HO DAC HANH. Vhile providing a blocking force they checked
37 Jjunks and 180 peopls. In a significant land operation on
23 July, a Coastal Group 13 patrol mide contact with an unlotor=
mincd number of Viot Cong in the vieinity of Vinh Giang Villago,
and a 30 minute firefight ensued. Six Coastal Group sailors and
threec Viet Cong were killed. The Coastal Group unit cai:tured
two carbines, two sub-machine guns', 12 magazines, ammunition and
grenades, indicating that more Viet Cong had been killed but
carried away. ' In another ground action on 27 July, two platoons:
from Coastal Group. 11 larded near the village of Xam Sao t.\:b aid
20 popular force troops under attack by a Viet Cong compan;w. In
tho cnouing battlv, seven Viet Cong wore killud as opposed to two
friendly troops. One autometic rifls, one bolt-action rifle,
ten grenades, three B-40 anti-tank rocketg and a quantity pf
propaganda leaflets were captured,

In action in the Second Coastal Zone the morning of 7 July,
two Yabuta Junks from Coastal Group 24 encounterced a Viet Cong
squad on the Ke Ga Peninsula, Two V:l.et‘ Cong were killed and two
Viet Cong Jjunks destroyed in a brief firefight. There were no
friendly casualties, |

Hostile fire activity in the Third Coastal Zone was primarily
centered in the patrol arcas of the southern-most Coastal Groups,.
Cn 9 July Coastal Group 36, operating with ISIL 331 end Loig Phu
Sub=-sector troops, conducted an amphibious landing and search
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operation ncar the mouth of the Bassac River, Three rifles and
~a number of documents were captured. Viet Cong casualties wore
unknown and there were no friendly casualties., On the morning
of 8 July, Coastal Croup 33 units on patrol responded to a call
for assistance and rescued 148 Vietnamese civilians from a
sinking Jjunk.

New tactics evolved by Coastal Group 44 highlighted Fourth
Coastal Zone operations. The southwest monsoon brought heavy
seas and sparse coastal traffic and e corresponding increese in
river ard canal traffic. To counter Viet Coné movement inlamd,
Coaslal Group 44 at Kien An equippod a motorizod sampan vith
weapons ond a radio, The sampan was sent on patrol, followed
by a Command Junk which remained out of sight and maintained _
radio ccrmunications with the sampan, During July this tactic
accounted for one Viet Cong killed and three rifles and ohe
'grenade captured, There were no i‘riendly casualtiss, In other
river action in the vicinity of Rach Gia, & Coastal Group 43
Cormand Junk broke up a Viet Cong river crossing south of the
CG 43 baae, Four sampans, threo mortars and one Viet Cong ware
.capt.urcd. Vict Cong casualties were unknown and there were no
Iriendly cosualties,

Loss fortunate was a patrol from Coastal Group 41, On 14
July a CG L1 Comnand Junlc with a U.S. advisor embarked approached
the beach in the vieinity of the Duong Keo River near the southern
tip of the Co Mau Peninsula., It was met with a bar;'ago from four:
Vict Cong 57nm recoilless rifle emplacements op' the beach., The
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fire was returned by the Command Junk, destroying one of the
enplacenants but not before four recoilless rifle she.l].s had
found their mark. Heavily damiged, the Junk withdrew to othor
units of CG 41 walting offshore. All weapons, ammunition, and
radios were transferred before the Commnd Junk sank, Four VNN
sailors were wounded in the action, one seriously. USCGC POINT
CLEAR arrived to evacuate the wounded, transferring them to USS
SAVAGE (DER 386), The oniy avallable doctor in the area was
abcard USS TOWERS (DDG 9). He wes immediately transferred to
SKVAGE and thon to USS KRISHNA (ARL 38) at An Thoi, perfoming .-
emorgency surgery to save the one seriously wounc;ed sailor.

Flect Command PCs and PCEs contimued to be utilized for
coastal patrol gunfire support and limited logistic operations
in all four Coastal Zones, The PGMs were utilized primrﬂy for
coastal patrol. One PGM was continually assigned to the Rung
Sat Spccizﬂ. Zone for patrol, escort scrvices for mérchant ship-
ping and gunfire support missions. In addition to regular
patrol dutios, ono FGM provided e¢scort sorvices for a hydrogx:aphic
survey corductod in the Fourth Coastal Zons,

151ls and 1SSls of the Fleet Command wers utilized for
patrol in the Rung Sat Special Zone and the Fourth R.;lverine Area
as well as for coastal patrols in all four Coastal Zones., MSCs
continued to be utilized r'or coastal patrol missions as no effort
has been mode to re-establish their minssweeping capability.

Working in conjunction with U.S. Navy MSBs, VNN MIdMSs
continued to maintain a daily sweep of the long Tau River from
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Nha Be to Can Gio, utilizing six eraft on even numbered days

and four craft on odd numbered days. Advisory offort was being
excerted to incrcase the number of craft utilized to six each

day, providing three teams of two MLMSs., One team would sweep
from mile two on the Saigon River to mile 25 .on the Dong Nai
River; the secord team would sweep from mile seven on the Saigon
River to mile 35 on the Long Tau River; and the third team would
sweep from mile 35 on the long Tau River to mils seven on the
Saigon River., This plan would increase the total number of miles
swept from 22 to 51, utilizing the presently available craft,

River Assault Group units in the Third and Fourth Riverine
hreas and the Rung Sat Speciel Zone were used aggressively during
July although less extensively than in the previous month,
Increased use of helicopters accounted for part of thg usage
drop. Three operations were logged by RAG 22 in the Jlurg Sat
Special Zore. In the most significant, Operation RUNG SAT 2&/66
on 12 July, three encmy base cmﬁps with supplies were located
and destroyed and one junk was captured,

Three o.perations involving RAGs took place in the Third
Riverine Area., Twelve units from RAGs 24 and 28 marticipated:
in Operation AN DAﬁ 150/66 from 23 to 27 July. In this operation
22 Viet Cong wwre killed and eight were captured along with four
rifles. Twelve bunkers were destroyed,

In tho Fourth Riverim Arca seven oporations saw RAG partie
cipatlon during tho month, Opcration Cau Lon 32/66 on 6 July
was the most successful of theses Thirteen bcats from RAGs 21
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and 27 carried troops to the operation area 25 miles southeast-
of Vinh long. In tle twelve hour period of the operation, 155 -
Viet Cong were killed; and four automatic rifles, 28 bolt action
rifles, 14 mines, 100 grenades, and three tons of medical sapplies
were captured. On. unedical supply center, one infantry station
and one artillery emplacement were destroyed. There were tiree
friendly troops killed in action, including two U.S. Army advi.aors.
IDNN (UDT) conluctod only one operation during July. From
5 to 8 July a beach survey was corducted north of Qui Nhon., Four
IDNN personnel continued to dive nightly in the Saigon port area
to make a bottom check of five ships as assigned by the MSTS
Office Saigon.
During July four River Assault Group and COa‘etal Group
craft were lost in action. An additional boat was lost in a
fire ~t Coastal Group 31. Vietmameso Navy forces sank five
Viet Cong bc.;ats erd captured seven., They participated in opura-
tions accounting for 247 Viet Cong killed and 39 wounded.
MAINTENANCE AND LOGISTICS . |
Maintenance practices in the Flcet Command showed an improve- ..

v
ment during July as some new commending officers sterted displaying “
a marked concern for the operation and maintenance of hitherto ‘ \.
noglected equipment (e.g. PGM evaporators), The policy of

selected job order disapproval by the Fleet Command Maintenance

Officer showed encouraging results during July. On 21 July, PGM

601 engincering porsomnel worked throughout the night to replace

a main engine camshaft. Timely complstion of the repairs without
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resorting to the shipyard enabled PCGM 601 to meet her patrol
conmitment with all major equipment operational. LST 500,
during an inport period, compl_eted an overhaul of one main
engine using only shipts foree,

Maintenance of Coastal Group boats remained barely satis-
factory. 4 ladc of minor spare parts a.nd a deficiency of
engineering petty officers were noted by advisors as major
hindrances to igjprovements in maintenancs. Maintenance of
River Assault Group craft remained satisfactory.

The recently formed Fleet Command Supply Assistance Team
assisted 1SIL 328 in inventorying engineering spare parts from
6 to 15 July. Repair parts were packaged, labeled and placed
in storage boxes according to groups. An informal supply
inopection was held by Lhe Supply Aesistonce Toan aboard L‘{}‘l'

500 during a spare parts inventory on 16 July. The mothod of
inventory was fourd to be satisfactory. ..

A logistic 1lift conference was held on 25 July with Vfietnameaa
Army end Navy officers and advisors participating. It was decided
that scheduling of logistics lifts was to be done by Viet;mmeso
Navy -4 after receipt of cargo from the Army. During July tho
anount of cargo carried by VNN logistic 1lift chips dbubled over
that carried during June., Tho number of troops carried ro;minod
the same, Utilization of the logistic 1lift ships is still
hindered by limited docking space which must be shared with U.S,,

Australian and Korean ships.
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VIETNAMESE M:-RINE CORPS

Task Force Alpha of the Victnamese Marine Corps performed
a civil disorder mission in DaNarg until 23 July, when the Task
Force returned to Saigon. At 1430 on 28 July, the Taek Force,
comprised of a headquarters and the First and Second Battalions,
moved by vehicular convoy to occupy positions astride the Bien
Hoa - Salpon Highwny to provide sucurd ty. for coromonics for tho
dedication of the now National Cemetery. The Task Force returned
to Saigon on 29 July.

Task Force Bravo, comprised of a headquarters and the First
Marine Battalion, was located at Dien Ban until 11 July, whon it
returned to Saigon. On 14 July the Task Force Headquarters with
the Fourth Marine Battalion departed Saigon by airlift for'" Hue =
Phu Bai, and upon arrival assumed operational control of the
Third Marine Battalion at DaNang, From 14 to 2 July, the! Task.
Force was Corps Roserve for Operetion HASTINGS but was notj com=
mitted. During the period 24 to 25 July the Fourth Battalion
participated in Operation LAM SON 291, On 24 July, while enroute
to new positions by vshicular convoy, the Battalion was arbushed
by a company sized Viet Cong force, Under mortar and small ams
fire, the Battalion deployed and forced the Viet Cong to withe |
draw, I'our Vict Cong were killed and one machine gun was capt.urod..
Throe Victnamese Marines were killed and three werse wourded,

Lt 0800 on 28 July, the entire Task Force Bravo commenced
Opuration TAM SON 2894, a nenrch'and cloar operation along the
southern edge of the Domilitarized Zons., The Fowrth Battalion
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made contact with a Viet Cong company on 29 July, killing two
Viet Cong and capturing one machine gun. Seven Marines were
wounded, The same dcy the Third Battalion suffered one killed
and two wounded fram Viet Cong mincs, The oporation was toniie
nated on 31 July,

The Fift}i Battalion was committed to the Capital Military
District, and from 5 July to the erd of the month was assigned
defensive positions arourd Ba Hem, On 6 July and 10 July they
participated in search and destroy operations with no enemy
contact mads on either occasion, On 30 July ths Second Company,
operating with two Regional Force companies, made contact with
two to three Viet Cong companies, armed with 75mm recoilless
rifles, six kilometers north of Ba Hom, Air strikes were called
and threec assaults were initiated. Contact was made at 1445 and
broken at 1800, Second Company incurred five killed and twelve
wounded. Twenty-seven Viest Cong were killed and one cerbine was
captured, During the porﬁ;od in which the Bcttalion was at Ba
Hom, 14 to 18 ambtushes were set nightly amd a minimum of two
patrols were sent out each day. These small unit operations
accounted for three Vief. Cong killed' and oﬁe rifle captured,
Marines suffered one killed and two wounded,

The Artillery Battalion remained in the Saigon-Thu Duc areca
throughout July, occupying static posit.ions »t Tu Hom, Thu Due,
Tan Son Nhut and Trai Co Loa. Elsments of the Battalion supported
numerous CMD opemtié;xs and fired haressment ard interdiction J
missions nightly.
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During July, units of the Vietnomese Marine Corps were
employed in a variety of roles, both political and military,
In all cases the units concerned exhibited a high degree of
loyalty and cqprit. Unit morals remained high amd the caliber
of NCO leadership continued to improve, Officers of the VNMC
displayed a high degree of leadership on numerous occasions
during the morxt.h.1

! Senior Marine Advisor Monthly Historical Summary, July 1966
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APPINDIX 1

MARKSET TIMZ STATISTICAL SUMAKY, JULY 1966

1. Average number of U.S. shipa/craft on patrol during the months

DiR
TOTAL 161
DAILY AVG 5

IS0 \PB PCF IsT

149 5 B - S - k)
5 3 16 28 1

MSC

2. Average number of VIX ships/junks on patrol during the months

Suh FORCE iIViR FOLCE COASTAL FOKCL
TOTAL 620 2762 4714
DAILY AVG 20 . -89 152

'30 U-So ActiVity:
TOTAL DLTECTED

* TOTAL INSPLCTZD

TOTAL BOLRDED

'YOOD - DAY 55,604 NIGHT 64,215
STZEL ~ DAY _1,195 NIGHT _1,005
¥0D = DAY 14,117 KIGHT 17,769
ST:EL - DAY __553 KIGHT __508
VOOD - DAY 11,606 KIGHT _7,967
STEL - DAY ___37 NIGUT ___ 14

li.S. DiLIAINEDS 1,096 porsons
123 Junks
he VIN Activity:
SuhARCHED: 23,800 junks
DETAINED 681 persons

8 junks
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APPANDIX II
ChrZ V.AHDEN STATISTICLL SUMMARY, JULY 1966

PBi Statistics:

Total Patrols (two boats): Day 321 lkight 461
Total Contacts: Day 17,739 Night 3,065
Total Inspected: Day 3,994 kight 603

Total Boarded: Day 4,666 Night &1

Persons Detained: £99

Total Patrol Hours: M

Total Possible ratrols: 1,9

Total Patrols: 1,564
Usage: &0+5

Helo Fire Team Stetistics:

Structures: Destroyed 268 Damaged 101
Sampans: Destroyed 13 Damaged 59
Total Flight Hours: 212
Helo lMissions Supported:
17 reaction support of the river mtrol
L3 atmed reconnaissance )
31 logistic
2 medical evacuations

ScAL Team Statistics:

Structures: Destroyed 8 Damaged O

GuE VLIDZN Totals:

Structures: Destroyed 36 Damaged 101
Sempans ¢ Destroyed 26 Damngoed 61
Encry KIA: BC 18 ZIST 38 VIA 2°

Friendly XInt KIAL O VIA 3

1I-1 COLFIDENTIAL
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APPENDIX III

Surmmary repert of activities of U.S. Naval Support Activity, DaNang
for the period 1 January through 31 March 1966..

ccause of m jor increases in requirements and the assignment of
additionral tasks ard responsibilities during the early part of the new
year 1966, U.S. Naval Support Activity, DalNang, was upgraded to a flag
billet, '

Tn ceromonics at Camp Tien She in Paliang East on 6 Februnry 1966,
hear {dmiral Thomas e LoSCHLl, WSk, t@ok command from Captain Kennoth
P. HUSF, USNK, and became the first comfander of the youngest and one
of the largest of the U.S. Navy's overseas commands, CAFT HUFF essumed
duties as R.Dii “SCHLLR's Chief of Staff, '

¥With added responsibilities amd greater infi . of personnel,
NAVSUPPLCT DiX/ANG grew from 2,596 officers and enlisted men on 31
Docember 1965 to 3,585 officers and enlisted on 31 March 1966,

SUPPLY

Throughput tonnago hy Supply Departmentt!s Freipht Terainal Division
(FTID) increased from 50,000 measurement tons in Decuaber 1965 to 150,000
mcasurcenent tons in Januery. This merked increcse was due to the
following factors:

a. Continusd good weather.

b. Lising issuc cifuctivenoss from suto shop stores amd bont
spares stocks shich decrcased lighterege end mmterial handling equip-
ment downtime, )

c¢. Outstanding porformance by hetch teams,

d. Implementation of the supplemental offload plan in which ccrgo
of draft ships wes of flooded ot Subic Eoy, Philippines and transhipped
to Dalicng erd Chu lai via IST.

Thy nighost sinpgle dayts tonnapge to datu was ronlized on 31
Jenuary wviien a toroughput of §,774 metsurcment tons was cchivved. The
Iowust single doy!s tonnage to dute wes moved on 23 Februcry when no
cargo wos offlocded ot DaNcrg as cergo backleg wes reduccd to zero
for tho first time in the history of thy commond,

Asction progressed ropidly in DelNeng Enst et tho Supply Dupertmontts
Meterdinl Division warchousu site. The first warchouse was occupicd
10 Fcbruery, and 169,000 zquere fect wure ready for the opening of the
Class II and IV depot on 23 pizrch 1966. Construction wes also rapidly
being completed on the first 20,000 gross cubic feot of reefer storcge
in DcMeorg Eoste This reefor plant wes occupicd on 6 Mzrch.

III-1
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Initind stocks for 1..V5L.P.CT's Cliss 11 ond IV dupot arrived in

March, and abaut 70k wos ready for igsue on the opening dats of 23
March. 1Initicl stocks of lighturcge, omzll craft, transportation, and
neterials handling cquipaent repair perts arrived, and oconsoquently,
substantizl roductions in oquipment downtime were rcalized,

The Supply Department contracted for the services of the Philco
Corporation for the multi-million doller job of mcintaining ik,
trensportation, and other equipment. Korean technicions will be
énploycd unier this contrzct. In addition, znother multi-million
doller contrzet for an all-eéncompessing stevedoring oporztion to
cugment present offloading cepebility was under negotiation.

The second gelley at Camp Tien She, NAVSUPF.CT DeNery's cantonmsnt
area, wes opaned 22 February., 'ith cdditioncl burthing end messing
capability, the station AP., USS BZXiRr, wes releascd 13 nicxrch without
replacerent.

«dditional personncl support wes provided ot Comp Tisn She by the
opening, of o clothin, ~nd small storus, a brench wxchonge, o barber
shop and o tailor shop.

Supply Depcrtment's Bulk POL Division assumed control .of threo
10,000 berrel bolted steel tonks ct the Doleng cirstrip end opurcted
& four-inch amphibious 2sszult nose from these tenks to the USIKC
tecticnl fucl system ot both ends of the eirstrip.

The first detochment of Supply Deportm:nt personnel was tiansierred
to Chu Lzi os ths initicl stoge of LAVSUFPLCT's tckeover of the Chu Ioi
offlocding operction from ths licrine Shore Party.

PUBLIC : ULKS

The following events were the most significent dﬁring the period
ol tho report in the Public \iorks Dupartmcnt.

a. Formzl cpproval to demolish ths ARVN pier in DelNang Sost ond
to replocu it with 2 300-foot wooden picr ond two LST romps was
received. Dumolition cominencud on 7 lerch,.

b. The {irst N7B galley/messhall ot Camp Tien Sho went into
opusration on 22 Fubrusry. 4 3,000 barrel water tank and trectmunt
plant vicrs constructed to supply the complex. The second N7B galley/
messhall wos nesring completion and wes expected to bo reody for
opuriition on 1 April.

¢. Construction of 2 40-foot by 100-foot bakery bui]ning for
Cemp Tiun S'wv. wes sturt.x.d.

d. The Dcliing River Bridge wes repaired witain 105 hours from
thu tine it wos domoged.
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e. A sscond 12-inch dredee wes put into operztion at the Bridge
Corgo Faeility, Both dredges opercted two shifts per dey. 4 bituminous
surfeece tro: tient ves ploced on the raups ¢nd docks cond {losting pile
driver wes used to start construction of the 300-toot picr. 4 24-inch
end 30-inch drudge sirived and drudging on the chonnels for the small
boet ropeir focility end deep woter piers is underway.

f. In DoNang Eest, five aight-Butler building camploxss were put
into use. Sito prepcorction ard foundation vork for the sccord complex
of 48 Bubtler buildings continuede The first helf of the D324 recier
componunt. wou put into opuration, ond wator woll wes drilled on tho sito.

g. Concrete footings were placed, and construction on lubrication
pits wa slerted at the Public Vorks Molor Pool Complux in DeNeng iweot,

h. i detachuent of Fublic 'orks purscianel wos sent to Chu Iai
estoblishing an interim comp to assume port control, conmunications
and boschinster duticse Tho 300 foot by €00 foot LST roinp necred coin=
pletion. The southern hnlf of the chamnel through the channel ber was
dredged to a depth of 12 fuots A lone 230 feet wide from, sea to Cus
Ho ranp wao usccble for round-the-clock troffics

ST.:TION HOSPITLL

During the period of the report, ths following buildings wure
orected ot the Station Hospital: o loborctory hut, tw Food Scurvice
storcge buildings (ice making and refrigerctor), on fdministrative
Oifice hut, a Personncl ord Potient s.ffairs Office, Opercting Scrvices
Office, northwest ond south werd buildings, o surgical hut, a post
office, & carpenter shop, o dentzl clinic, ¢ chapel, & tunporery firs
stotion, = bokery, two preventive medicine huts, ¢ disbursing. of fica,
ard an opticecl shop.

Sincc 1 Jonusry, the following buildings wure equipped amd are
functionzls: & recrection building (onlisted Men's Club), & rwsshell
(cnlisted stoif and potiont), on Officer's iicss, supply department
building, two lzborctory huts, two Food Survice storage buildings
(ice meking eond refrigerctor), three roceiving word huts with mss
coonc by roecviving aron (ewored), a x-ray hut, adiinistretive otfiles,
pervonnul cnd pellent eiloirs office, operating sorvices ofiidcu,
pharincy, a laundry building, two hecd and shower buildings, & worguo,
post ofiice, corpentur shop, dentel hut, blood bank, ord fire station.

Th: following buildings were crectud since 1 Jonuw.ry but were
uscd for tuitporory quarters: bokery, south woard building, two proven-
tive lwcdicine huts, disbursing office, and optical shop.

Construction during lMarch wos itdnimal dus to priority rceductions
for the hospitel. Construction by Public liorks on the helicoptur
l:nding pnd wes storted but work hns ceased at the present, Vistnonwse
workors ciaploycd by Public Works bugan econstruction of a cumuent sidu-
welk nutwork to replace the wuoden bomrdwalk. ltork on Lhe oir condi-
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Bed czpecity since opendng wes incressed trom 60 to 165 beds ond
the evercge doily mtient census rose from 35 to 124, This wos node
passible by the vpening of one wing of the second 120-bed wcrd_.

SNTLL

The Dentel Deporticnt ot the Navel Support dctivity, Dalang,
furiiishes dental ccre to wdlitary personnel in the DeNeng crea, and
to other pursonnel vho cre entitled to militory denteold trectnent.,

Tho departtaent lrs o clinde ot tho Station Hoospitel, which opened its
doors to duntal mtients for routine troctiant on 14 Februery 1966, a
dentel office aboard APL-5 which los just rsturncd froi conplete
refitting in Yokosuka, a dental office aboard LPL-30 which hcs been
operationzl since 30 Jznuary 1566, end e dental facility is to be
underway at Comp Tien She in the very near future. Prosthodontics
are not aveilobls ot existing sites as yet.

COIZMUNIC:. T1ONS

During the reporting period the departiznt uxponded to inelude
new neans of fulfilling its mission of relicble, securs ond ropid
camnicaticns, ~nd for iuproving the already existing facllitias.

Sxpension of faeilitius include activetion of on vn-line circuit
to provide cutry into the Defoense Comuunications Systets This hzod
the corollary effuct of releesing depundence on the stotion ship for
camuniczticns support. Also cctiveted were several functionol nets
providing for more expeditious niovement of cargo amd eovordinstion of
the sccurity ceffort. /fdditionally, several izodificstions wurw medo
to the Courmnicetions Center cs duuands for space for new squipnunt -
erd personnel becoiw Lidre urgent.,

With the activetion of the U.S. Neavel Support Facility in Chu 1ei,
the coimend cormuniertiong iidssion expanded tu include providing
corzunications for the facility end to link them to N.VSUPP.CT D/IRANG
by radio poth. This wes accorplished by configuring two surveyed :
reufer vans to scrve as eornunications/erypto centers.

A very iizportant volcu circuit, which becamw operctioncl in corly
licrch, included USS 1EP0SL. This circuit is used to coadincte awdical
evocustions os well 28 to provide o violes circuit to KAVSUPP/CT DiNLNG
foeilities ¢t Huv omd Chu Lod.

/8 ths tasks cnd responsibiidtivs of the H.VSUPR.LCT DANARG grow
ard xponded, there wes a corrusponding growth in thoe Communications
Departuent,

FIRST LI:UTENGNT

In the uiddle of Jenuzry, the Billeting Division of the First
Licutenont Departiiznt and 2ll of its functions were assuued by the
adrinistration Dupartuznt,

In late Jarucry, the Physicel Sccurity Divigion cssumud the
functions of the Port Sccurdity Divisisn which had beun wnder tho
Opurations Deportuient,
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During the purisd of this report the Paysicel Swveurity Division
continued to oxpand its orez of responsibility by cssuning swcurity
responsibilities for Deleng Sast Covered Storzge and Dalong Jdest
Ferry Lending.

Caiap Tisn Shz continued to expand its berthing facilitiese to Ziset
the influx sf new pursonncl.

OPuR..T10NS

The various divisions vithin the Opesrctions Dopartient parforned
their given tosks with cumphcsis on the folluwing itanss

a. Herbor Sccurity Division continued its tosk of protucting
USS, USNS, ISTS ond MSTS chortered shipping in tihe herbor of Dalang
up to Namo Bridge ard including DaNang River up t5 the DeNang ndver
Bridge. The divisicn continued to protect tha offload sites at
Cormiercizl Picr, "TY Picr, Commuercial homp end Jauscunt haiipe  Protec-
tion ¢f the harbor continued through use of four uinesweeping bonts,
four ICPL's (MK 4), four 45 foot pickst bosts ond four Boston khaler
ok liiwrs, :

On 29 Jonuexy 1966 Lha Port Sceurity functions were ossuncd by
Physical Sceurity, thersby defining sccurity reaponsibilitics for
Horbor Sccurity as “wetorside! znd for Physical Security as "shoresideM,

b, Port Scrvicus Division continusd to expend in size during tho
reporting period to 16 men end improved on its ability t5 render
survicus to vigiting ships. lork cormunced on dnproving 13T bacching
sites end updating navigatlonnl amd nooring buoys. Floohing beacons
(-1 10D 0) were zcquired ond placud on the mooring buoy off Cociers
cial L3T kenp, un the buoy by the sunken hulk in the harbor od on -
other buoys in the rdver. The bezeons provided some night illundnction;
unfortunctel,, two buccons were pilicred, necessitating thot clasps
and locking devices be wolded un the others,

Coixls bucoie an ineruvasing coneern to corgo opurations. Ono
el was oot and auothor bogan to duteriovate. L requost for oix
nore siall czals was initinted in February. n odditionnl 12 long-
type cacls wers requestod for use when the suaside piur situs buconw
operetionsl this cuiing Septelibur,

Honge uerkors were placed in position in all three LST Rarmps ot
Tien Shae Jdditional rengus croe proposed for iMuscwa ~nd Bridge LST
beaching arcas.

Lith tho addition of 2 PRC-61 rodiv in the Opurstional Control
Cunter, o Logistic Coordinction Offlocd Net was osteblished, 4 now
Lighterage Stotus Boerd was put into operation to better interprot
visually the status of lighterags craft.

c. Service Croft Division increcsed its assets during the repore
ting period by the addition of the YTL~-428 arriving fron Gusn and YTL's
506 exxl 567 crriving from Brenerton. YFRN=383 and Y0G-56 roturned to
full scrvice {ron overhoul, and three Pusher Bocts were ruegsigned
permenently to NiVSUPPF..C Chu lai,
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The division includud seven officers ond 255 enlisted nien ot the
end of the reporting period,

d. Lighterage Division contlnued to oxpend its lightercge services
o coastel operzticns with 19 runs to Hue and 26 runs to Chu Lai during
the reporting pericds Craft relinbility nade greet strides as 1CM-8
cratt increas.d to 28, .

Durirg thu post quarter, 10 ICli=3's were ruceived. Ons LCU wes
rocéeived onl three went to overhaul, . ;

On boord assets as of 31 Morch were 11 1CU's (plus three in ovure
haul), 28 ICl-E's end 20 m1'1-6/3'8.

e. [ngineering and Repeir Division ccme into being on' 29 Jamary
1966 with two o>fficers and 22 vnlisted assigned. The idssion of the
divisiocn is to meintain, repair amd overhoul ¢ll activity ond service
craft assigned to NAVSUPPLCT DiNiKG, amd to lend such support os
possible to units of the Fluet ard other coniiands,

4t the birth of the Eédt Division rusources wure one LCl-6 fittud
wt vith ¢ welding outfit and uscd &8 & mobile work boat, On 3
February a three-scetion pontuon ceusevay was installed at Tisn Sha
fanup, poriaitting boots end craft to coue alongside fir meintenance
znd repair.

On board strength >f the E&R Division wos two officers end 49
enlistec iien; and in addition, one officer ond 31 snlisted 1en wure
1D off st:zt.iun. .

f. /ir Op¢rations Division was esteblished on 28 licrch with 3
officers end 13 enlisted nen of group IX retings. The nission of the
division ia t5 provide coerinl support ty activaitios as directed by
COrNVIURYCE D, TR

ardng rspoarting querter, one C=47 clrercft, BUNO 17262, wce
essigned but wos not reecived., Lrranguients were ncde with First
lirdne Air Ving persoanel to provide cirercft po rking spaces fur
rcpulir nzintenance upon receipt of the eircreft. 4 quonset hut for
pursonnel was requusted for construction by Public farks Dopertusnt,
cnd tids wes hcca'lplishgg during liarch,

iline personnel essigned to the division wers treonsferred T/D to
Neval Adr St-tion, Sengley Point, Philippines in wdd-liirch to assist
in thu cceuptance aid meintenznco inspection of the alreraft wich had
to be flown fron the United Stotes to Sengley Point. NAS Sengley
Point was cssipgned the tesk of suppart anéd intericedizte meintenanco
for the NAVSUPPLC. DANLKG plane.
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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGHIFICANT EVENTS, AUGUST 1966

Cnﬁ Tho bascd PDRls bresk up laxrge Viot Cong rivor crossing
ettoapt,s pe 8.

"Coastal Group 36 has firefight with Viet Cong Jjunk at

mouth of Bassac RNiver, Two Viet Cong killed, Junik
captured, p. 43. .

An Thoi based MARKET TIME units and Coastal Groups, VNN
Fleet Command units, USS TUTUILA provide support for
Operation SEA MOUNT on Phu Quoc Island, p. 28,

RAG 22 supports RF/PF Operation RUNG SAT 29/66. Three
Viet Cong killed, large quantity of supplios captured,
P« 45.

PHRs arrive at Vinh long Base., p. 20,

‘

SEAL Team captures two sampans with 2800 pounds of rice
in RSSZ. p. 19.

Coastal Group 14 captures largo quantity of medicines
and othor eupplics in land operation. p. 42,

USCGC PONT VELCOME erroncously attacked by USAF aircrafts
2 killed ard 5 wounded; extensive damage to POINT WELCOME °
superstructure, p. 2.

TORTUGA Fire Tean launches strike on Vist Cong base
camp; 5 structures destroyed, 13 damaged; 6 Viet Cong .
kmb‘d (Ost.). p. 15.

PCF 11 rccovers pilot from downed aircraft. p. 31.

Coastal Group 36 and Vinh Binh subsector troops, supported
by PGM 607, capturs one recoilless rifle, i8 rifles, 12,
nires, 30 rochets and three tons of axmunition in land
operation. p. 43.

Long Tau Fire Team launches strile in RSSZ rosulting in
large secondary oxplosion and the uncovering of a rice
ahorago arche po 18,

Eight PERs arrive aboard BRAZIL VICTORY. p. 20.

Cat 1o bascd PCFs support Opez:ation DECKX HOUSE 1II. p. 29.

Eight PBRs arrive aboard DUFE VICTORY, p. 20,
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18 = PERs on Soirap River mtrol capturo two sampans with two

19 -

20 -
22 -

23 -

2 -

28 -

1 4%}
~9

weapons and supplivs after hoavy fircfight, p. 17

SEAL Tezm discovors 200 tons of rice in RSSZ; storage
area destroyed by NGFS and air strikes. p. 19

Oric SEAL Teors member killed in ambush while on reconnaise
sance mission in RSSZ. p. 19

Eight PORs arrive aboard AMERICAN MAIL bringing total
boats in country to 9%. pe 20,

FERs arrive at Sa Dec Base., p. 20.

¥y Tho based PBRs capturc large quantity of classified
doenments, cnd ki1l two Vict Cong attempling to cross
¥y Tho hivere po 10,

Vil M1XS attacked by recollless rifle while sweeping the
Long Teu River. One VKN killed, three wounded. p. 3.

BATON! ROUGE VICTORY mined whilo transiting the lorg Tau
River to Seigon; grounded out of the shipping channel.
Seven crewmen killed, p. 3,

Two PBRs and PCF 38 engage in accidental firefight at
nouth of Bassac River; first incident of GAME WARDEN-
M.\RKET TDE mutual interference. p. 21,

VIIN ML'S demolished by a Viet Cong mine while sweeping
the long Tau River; two VAN KIA, three VNN and two U,S.
advieors wounded. p. L.

U.hie MOD 54 mined while swooping the Jong Tau River;
minc exploded 15 fuet off the port bow causing cxt,uxsivrs
meterisl darmage; no casualties. p. 5o

Vict Cong unsuccessfully attempt to mine PBR p:\trol on
Co Chicn ldver, p. 12,

USS TOLTUGA moves from mouth of Bacsac River to mouth
of JLong Tau River to provide additional security for
ship charmnel., p. 2%,
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LONG TAU RIVER MININGS

The problon oi’ scecurity of the Long Tuu Hivor channvl wao
emphasized during the month as the Viet Cong, operating from
bases in the Rung Sat Special Zone, for the firsi time mined a
merchant ship transiting to Saigon. The attack occurred in
two phases,

Prior to fivat llpght on 23 Auvgunt, two Viotpamoso Navy Motor
Taunch Mineswoopers (MLM3) stertud to swecp northward from tho
mouth of the long Tau River to Nha Be, while two other MLMSs
started the southward sweep from Nha Be to the river mouth. At
0640 the boats sweeping to the south wore ambushed from Viet
Cong positions on the shore, receiving heavy recoilless rifle
and cmall arms fire (see chart for positions), MLNMS-151 suffered
one man killed ard thrée wounded., The two craft then reversed
course and returncd to Nha Be, Meanwhile, the other two MiMSs
complutod Lholyr northward aweep; and a Rogloml Force roz;ction
opurntion was launchoed 3in the region of the m;b.lsh.

With the passage of tho mincswuepers and with no PBRs on
station in the area of the planned sttack, tho Viet Cong set
their amtush 12 miles from the entrance to the river., The
first merchant ship to proceed north from Vung Tau to Saigon
;;aoscd through the arca without incident, The second was not
as fortunate. At 0910, the BATON ROUGE VICTORY expurienced an
oxplosion under her port side, boliosved to be the result 91‘ a

conmand detonated m:Lm.‘l The cxplosion coused a hols 16 foet by

! COMMAVFORV mog 2307552 Aug 66.
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L5 fcet, and ;csglted in flooding of the engincroom and the
numbcz; three hold. The main propulsion plant and tho steering
gear vere rendered incperative. Seven crewmembers were killed,
all in the engineroom.

In spite of the damage, the ship's mster was able to put
tho BATON ROUGE VICTORY aground on the south benk and keop the
channel open. PBRs were the first to arrive on the scene to
provide protection, and tugboats ard 1CMs were sent to the site
to ho. 1 the stricken ship in pqsition. Troc;pa from the U.S.

Army First Infantry Division, assisted by the SEAL Tecn from
Nha Be, established a defensive perint;:ter and units from River
hssault Croup 22 and PBRs provided aflaat security. The main
channel remeined passable, but was closed for one day to permit
U.S. Navy NSBs to conduct minesweeping operations,

Harbor Clearanco Unit One was tacked with salvagoe operctions,
and the following day thu [ICU=1 galvage master arrived from Suble
Bay, P.I., to take chargo. The ship was securcd in position with
beach gear amd sclective offloading of cargo was started. The
morning of 30 Auguslt tha BATON ROUGE VICTORY broke loose with
the currcnt, and all availabls pushing capabilities were utiliged
to ground her on the opposite side of the river around a bend,

The salvage master evaluated her as scavorthy and able to make
the trip to Vung Tauj at 1200 on 30 August she was oscorted
clear of the river.

The second mining took place the mecring of 26 August, vhon o
at 0740, VNN MMS-156 conducting a norml swwep of the Long Tau

4 CONFIDENTIAL
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River was demolished by a Viet Cong mine. Two crevimembers were
killed, and two U.S. advisorm and three crewmembers were wounded,
The survivors managed to make the river bank, where they were
rescued and the wounded personnel received medical evacuation,
Othervise, the minssweeping operations continued uninterrupted,
This was the first minocweeper lost to enemy action sincoe VNN
unito sterted sweeping the Long Tau River channol in 1963,

0a 29 August at 0655, USN MSB 54, sweeping the Long Tau
River in company with MSB 16, became the third mining victim of
the month when an explosion occurred fifteen feet off the port
bow. The MSBs ard two PER pctrols in the eree immediately
recoived hoavy cutomatic weapons fire from both banks. 'l'hq
Jatrols suppresscd the fire amd escorted MSB 54 out of the erva,
The Maritime Dnergency Assistance Boat (ISB 32) and the Long Tau
helicopter fire teom were dispatched to the area. 1SB 54
returncd to M Be with extensive damnge, There woero no
personnel casualties, .

Although there had been no previous minings of shipping
on the Long Tau River prior to 23 Lugust, the fact that the
narrow channel provided an excellent opportunity .for such
ettacks had long beuen recognized by the U.S. Navy., Advisors
hzd encouraged use of effective countormeasures and dev;zlomnt
of contingency plans, The first step had been tho transfer of

¥ 12 M14Ss to VIN in 1963. On 15 April 1564, ViN aisumed respone

sibility for pacification of the Rung Sat Special Zone surrounding

5 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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the main chzmnel.1 Hovever, in August of 1965 it was reported
that VNN mine-countémwasures activity in the major rivers was !
of low prinrity. An intensive advisory effort was directed
toward improving this situation:/By mid-August 1965 the MIMSs
were corducting two daily sweeps of the long Tau River, utilizing
two boats ‘for cach sweep, one with chain drag gear and the second
with a serrated grapnel.z A plan to rasove damaged vessels from
the channel wes forwarded to MACV for approval on 20 October;
and in November was accepted by MACV ard forwarded to the Corps
of Engincers for further d'evelopmcnt.B
Until December 1965 the only indication of possible mining
attenpts was tne recovery of pieces of wire: similar to the type
used on caplired minus, On 2 Decanbor 1965, an attempl wans mndo
t minc tho Danish mcrchant ship KINA transiting to Saigon.
Although unsuccessful, this was the firsi: time a ‘mine had been
exploded in the vicinity of shipping on the Long Tau RiVer.“
In ths bnly other significant attacks on Long Tau River shipping
pricr to the BATON RCUGE VICTORY incident, the Viot Cong had.
used recoilless rifles, On 17 February 1966, the LORINDA,

of Panamanian registry, received 11 rounds of recoilless rifle

fire and was forced agrourd; and on 3 March the PAIOM., a

! Nistorienl Review of Naval Advisory Group Activities, 1964,
p. 13 (s). .

2 Naval idvisory Group YHistorical Review, August 1965, p. 5.

3 Naval Advisory Group Historical Reviéw, November 1965, p. 9.

- Naval Advisory Group Historicel Review, December 1965, p. 3.
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Vietnumuse self-propelled fuel barge, received five rounds of.
recoilless rifle fire, and was set afire and forced agrourd.,
Prior to the mining of the BATON ROUCE VICTORY, leong Tau
River scecurity was providoed by continuous daylight minusyooping
by USN MSBs and VNN m&:’s; and by continuous patrols by.PERs,.
Aftor the attack, the mineswoeping offort was intensificd as
wore the POR patrols. %O.n 29 August US3 TORTUGA was transferred
to the mouth of the I.oné Tau River to provide an extra pat:rol
section. In addition, MSTS Office was reciuested to clear with
CTF 116 bé.fore releasing the first ships from Vung Tau and Nha
Be to preclude the possibility of passage through unswept wate;g.'

ifg‘

O
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RIVik PLTROL FORCE
During August G.\MZ WARDEN forcoes wore augnented by 24 PBRs
and_ by the activntion of three bases in the Mckonz River Dolta.

in incrcase in oporational activity occurred es tho PDRs success-
fully continued their mission of interdicting Viect Cang river .

movément, while a corresponding increasc in Viet Cong harassment

L Navy pilots assumed operation of

/

the first Sf the support helicopter fire teams, In ths Rung

of patrol units was noted,

Sat Special Zone the SEAL Team detachment had a successful month
of secking out amd destroying cnemy facilities,

DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP

INTERDICTION OF VIET CQNG MOVEMENTS
A series of incidents during August gave indication that
the PBRs were becoming increasingly succsssful in one phase of
their primary mission, that of interdicting Viet Cong river. . o

23 miles southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac River, detected:three
beached sampans, As beaching in the area was unusual, PER 39
closed and illuminated the sampans, and reccived heavy ennll
erms and michine gun fire from the bank., The PBRs returnsd the
fira, retired ond thon rnn.duzvoumad with a .pnt,x-o]., conainting

of two armored LCVPs, from VNN River Assault Group 25. The
combined units returned to the attack, again receiving heavy

firo including scvural anti-tank grenndes from two locations,

! Sce /ppendix II for GAME WARDEN Statistical Summary.
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The firefight eontinued until the potrol units hed expended the
majority of their mmmunition and were forced to withdraw. ‘I‘hey1
ware unsuccessful in suppressing the enemy fire.

Three additional RAG units, including two FOMs and a Monitor,
ard four additioml FBRs supported by an AC-47 aircraft were ‘
dispatched to the scene, but the Viet Cong had withdrawn and
there was no further action. Friendly units received several
minor hits., There were no friemily casualties; Viet Cong
casualtics were unknown. Due to the location of the action, the
tidal conditions znd the voslume of encmy fire, it was evaluated
that the PBRs had broken up a Viet Cong crossing attanpt.1 .

At 1050 on 15 August, a spotter aircraft observed a a;ampan
debarking eleven armed men on an island in the Bassac River
estuary. The aircraft releyed the measage to VNN Coastal Group
36 who in turn relayesd it to a PER patrol frem USS TORTUGA.

The aircraft marked the crca with smols and the PERe opened fire
on tha Viet Cong, who wore wading with twir rifles over thoir 2
heads, At least threo enemy were kinad or wounded. A Coﬁeta.l
Group 36 patrol lator rccovuro& the sampan motor, one holmot

and a Viet Cong fleg.

PER potrol ALFA, 15 ‘miles upstrecam from the Bassac River
mouth, observed a sampan evading into the underbrush qlong, the
south bank at 1500 on 17 fugust. Two other sabpam vwere
discovered hidden along the bank, ° Purmission was obtained from

! Commarder River Patrol Farce Historical Sumﬁry, Aug 66, p. 1,
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tho long Phu Dislrict Chief to ungngo tho contacts. The initial
«50 calibur mchine gun fire from the PBRs resulted in a sccondary
éxplosion which destroyed all three boats and possibly killed
three Viet Cong. | |
At 1900 on 21 August, PBRs 34, 38 aml 4O received heavy
antomartic weapons ard small arms fire from both banks of the
Bassac River 14 miles southeast of Can Tho. The boats suppressed
the fire, withdrew 1000 miters upstream and requésted an artil-
lery strike, Thirty 105mm artillery rounds were placed on target:
. by the Tra On battery.' The incident was evaluated es an attempt
by Viet Cong fleeling.from an ARVN oper;ation to cross the river,
and four PBRs and a VNN LSSL were assigned to contimue surveile
lance. No é.dditioml activity was detected. l
The night of 22 sugust provided My Tho PBRs with the most
significant GAME V/RDEN action of the month ; the capture of a
Inrgs number of intelligonce docununts, Tho initial action of
tho ovening occurred at 2008 whon PBR 101 and PDR 105 rcceived
light machine gun fire from positions on Thoi Son Island five .
miles west of My Tho., As PBR 103 and 107 drifted in the area to |
watch for a possible Viet Cong crossing, PBR 101 and PBR 105
again approached the area of the original attack and again drew
fire. Artillery suppgrt was then called in on the eneny positions,
Continucd PBR mtrols, nupy;‘mntud by RAG units from My Tho, drcew
additional sniper fire but detected no crossing, and tha action
was evaluated as a diversion for a crossing in another area,
At 2213 PBRs 103 and 105, now patrolling 12 milus west of
10 CONFIDENTIAL
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My Tho, received fire from approximately 75 rifles on tho north
bank. During the ensuing firefight the patrol luader dotected
a contact moving rapidly from north to south, PER 105 moved to
_intercept it. Upon illumination a single shot was received from
the sampan and additlonal fire was recoived f@ 10 positions

on the south bank. PBR 103 returned the fire to the south vhile
PBR 105 strafed the north bank and the sampan, killing the two
grwn-—unifomcd occupants. PBR 105 grappled the sampan and the
petrol procceded eastward out of range of enemy fire. The PBR
patrol leader was wounded slightly in the cction,

Among the contents of the sampan were 31 top secret documents w
with overlays, two socrel documents, 58 confidential documents :
and nine unclassificd documents. All documents were from the
Viet Cong 261st Main Force Battalion of the Dong Thap regiment,
and indicatud that the two Viet Cong killed wore high ranking
members of the Battalion., Also captured werc assorted uniforms
aend persoml gear, tools, and one pistol.

Another type of activity was proving more difficult fo»r the
Vict Cong as PBRs continued to impede the movement of Viet Cong
tax collectors. In a typical action on 6 August at 1730, PERs
34 and 4O observed a sampén 12 milss southeast of Can Tho with
onz mile occupant sboard calling othor boats alongside., Tho
PBRs irmediately suspscted that he was a tax collector, Upon
approach,the sampan evaded to the bank. The pursuing PBRs
then came under fire frem positions in the aroa of evasionm,
evaluated as special cove;-ing fire for the tax collector. The

1 CONFIDENTIAL
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patrol suppressed the fire and kept the area urﬂerpurvonhnco.
On other occa;siona during the month fire was received from
suspucted tax collection points. |
ANTI-PBR ACTIVITIES

Tho Viet Cong mulo one attuempt during tho month to mine a
PER. At 0005 on 29 August, PERs 29 and 111, operzting on the
Co Chicn River 20 miles southeast of Vinh Long, sighted o lighted
sampan approximately 20 yards from the river bank. The patrol
approached to 100 yards and illuminated the craft. The sampan
appeared empty and was not moving with thq current; no mooring
or anchor lines were visible. The patrol closed to 50 yards
for a closer inspoctinn. Whon the sampan was 1lluminnted a
second time a large explosion occurred 20 yards from .the lsad
PER. Light automatic weapons fire followed from the shore.
There was no damagoe to the boats and the fire was supprossed
as the PBRs clearsd the area.

Prior to this patrol the crow had been briofed by the U.S.
Army intelligence officer at Vinh Long that the Viet Cong had
four mines weighirg approximately 160 pounds each which probably
would be plantod in the Mekong River, Additionally, the VNN RAG
camander at Vinh long had provided information that the above
mathod might be used to attempt to eink a PER. This intelligence
information possibly prevented the 10.;33 of, ‘or damage to a PER.

Throughout tha month PBR patrols received hai'aaament of
increasing intensity from Viet Cong positions on the river banks,
Although fire received covered the spectium from small arms to

12 CONFIDENTIAL
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anti-tank rockets, thore were no significant personnel casualtivs
or. materinl damage. The following were some of tho more pignifi-
cant inecidents:

12 = Betwuen 1505 and 1514, PBRis 31 amd 38 received huavy
eutomatic weepons fire from the bank and from a junk
on the Bassac River 10 miles southeast of Can Tho.

The fire was suppressed., Surveillance by PERs, RAG
'unit;z erd a spotter aircraft produced no results.

13 « Operating in the same areca, PBRs 38 and 39 received
heavy automatic weapons and small arms fire from a
house on the shore, The fire was returnad, and two
houses wure sel afiro with M-79, 4Oum gronadvs, PDI
38 cxperienced one holo bencath the waterline which
was temporarily patched until return to Can Tho,

17 = Between 1805 and 1810, PBRs 30 and 36 recuived heavy
small arms and automatic weapons firo from both bo.nim
of the Bassac River 12 milvs southeaat of Can Tho.

The PHs received several hits, but there was no
damage nor personnel casualties.

18 = Between 1933 and 2005, PBRs 101 ard 105 ruceived sutoma=
tic woapons ard omall arms fire frum an ambush ponition
three miles southwest of My Tho., TFragmentation from
onc round inflicted a slight wound on the patrol lceder, .
There was no material damage,

25 = Between 2155 and 2200, PBRs 38 and 4O received small
arms fire and three rifle grenades from the trecline

13 . CONFIDENTIAL
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odjacont to a frioxﬂiy outpost 12 milus southsast of
Can Tho, The PERs returned fire amd called in artil-
lery which dolivered cight rounds of 105ma fire on
targete  Tho PBits wore crudited with breaking up an
attack on the outpost by an ¢stimated two Viet Cong
squnds.

27 =« At 1820, PBits 82 nnd 29 obasrved Lwo sempana with
approximately 15 Victnamese Regional Force troops under
fire ncar thoir outpost north of Tra On on tho Bassac
River, The patrol proceeded to assist and came under
Light firo which was immodiately suppressed. The action
wes cvaluated as an attack on the outpost with tho fire
on the PBERs incidental, .

On 15 August a ten battalion ARVN operation, DAN CHI 254,
was launched in the area 15 miles southeast of Can Tho on the
south bank of the Bassac Rivér in reaction to continual Viet
Cong harassment of PBR patrols. The troops were moved by land, l
helicoptor and RAG \-mits. RAG unit,'s maintained a beach blockade
whilo six PDils patrolled in the min channel. The opocration
resulted in 18 Viet Cong killed and 23 cnpt.ure&, along with five
rifles and seven grenades, Friendly forces suffered onoe killed
and two woundod., DAN CHI 254 was the first ARVN opcration
launched in support of GAME WARDEN.

' TORTUGA FIRE TEAM

Ono holicoptor fire team oporated from USS TORTUGA (1SD=-26)

at the mouth of the Bassac River until the ship wes tranaferrcd

14 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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to long Tau River support on 29 August, Thu fire tcem operated

in support of PBR patrols as well as launching strikcs at targets

of oppertunity in known Viet Cong arcas., The following strikes

resulted
5 1N

10 =
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in significant damege or casuelties:
The firc team spotted two sampans in the Long Toan
Sceret Zone and received permission to lsaunch a strike
f;*om the Long Toan District Chief. Both sampans were
demaged despite heavy cnemy small arms fire.
Autonatic weapons fire was reccived while the fire toam
was investigating a reported Viet Cong company in the
long Toan Zone. Permission was roccived to engege tho
area; four structuros vere dameged.
The helo fire tean received small arms fire while on an
amed reconnaissance mission in response to a report
from the long Toan District Chief that a number of Viet
Cong were in the arca. Two sampans and six structures
were domaged,
At 1630 the fire teaw, acting in resporise to a request
from the Long Toan District Chief, launched a strike
on a base camp arca housing an e«stimated Viet Cong
company. Four structures were destroyed and two sampans
and t_.hi.rtecn structures were damaged, Six Viet Cong
vere killed (estimated).
Heavy autcmatic weapons fire was received from the
vicinity of a sampan in the Long Toen Zone. The fire
team enpaged the sampan and destroyed ‘it, killing
three Viet Cong.
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2, « While flying over the long Tean Zone at 1000 feet the '
firoe tcam recueived hoavy automatlie wuapons fire. Ome
crevman was critically injured.

25 = At 0750 a fire team, after recciving enemy fire from

" the village and the adjacent river bank, hit structures
in a village at the mouth of the Bassac River in
the long Toan Zone, Seven structures were damaged amd
a socond fire toam was called in to anaist, This
action was followed by a fixed wing air 'strﬂcai
PER MEDEVAC
n 21 August at 0200, three ARVN outposts 10 miles southesst
of Can Tho on Cua Loa May Island came under simultancous attack
by an estimated two Viet Cong companies. Upon reqnest' of the
Tra On District Chief PBRs 30 and 31 initiated & blocking ection
on the southeastern aid;s of the jsland while an AC-A7 essumod
surveillance on the northwestern side, PBRs were requested for
modical ovacuation of 23 suriously injured Regiomal Forco and
Popular Force troops, PBits 39 and 41 assumed the MEDEVAC mission.
¥hile enroute thsy roccived fire from the bank which was suppressed,
and thoy arrived ot Can Tho with the wounded at 0715, HMHeanwhile
PDLs 30 and 31 maintained the barrior, checking 635 persons leaving -
the island ard detaining 33 persons for ident.ificaﬂon card
discrepancies, |
KUNG SAT SFECIAL ZONG PATROL GROUP
The increased Viet Cong activity in the Rung Saf Special
Zore carried over to tho PBRs as mtrol units on thé Soirap
16 * CONFIDENTIAL
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var made atpntf  ant eontact on acvoral ocensionn, At 1950
on 18 jugust, a FBR patrol detucted two contacts crossing the
Soirap River into tl;e RSSZ eight miles south of Nha Be, The
retrol approached to within 75 meters of the contacts and
illuminated the arva, detecting two smnp:-ms, one with tou? occu=
pants and the othor with two, Simltaneously, light automatic
woapons and semnll arns fire was roceived from toth banks, and
small arms fire was roceived from both sampans. The fire was
returned and the patrol proceeded south out of range, calling
in another two boat patrol to assist.

Upon arrivel of the secoml patiol the PBRs reentered the

. area, discovering the two sempans abandoned., No further oppo-
sition was encountered, /Among the contents of the sampans were:
one rifle, one carbire » two cartridge belts, 120 rounds of
amunition, assorted clothing itoms, 200 pounds of food, a emall,
quantity of medicine amd assorted documents.. The fate of the
occupants of the sampans was unknown, The action was evaluated
an a Vist Cong nt.tumpf. to run supplisn into tho IS5Z,

A patrol operating in the same area on 22 August detected a
sanpan crossing the Soirap River, and upon closing received small '
arms fire from the sampan and sutcmatic weapons fire from both

_banks. The fire wes returned, amd .anot.her PER petrol and o
helicopter fire team wero dismtched to the area while a U.S,
Alr Forco flareship provided illumination., Tho PBRs suppressed
all fire frum the banks and tho sampan. A subsoquent search
for tho sampan, believoed badly damagod during the firofight,

was unsuccessful, \
17 CONFIDENTIAL'
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The same area, one of the narrowest stretches of the Soirap
River, was the scene of intensive PBR horassment on 19 August,
Lt 2135, four PBR3s on patirol received hcavy automstic weapons
fire from both banks., The fire was suppressed, but the mtrol
received fire from another location on the cvast bank, Two
additional PBRs Jeined the patrol, and at 2225 a fixed wing air
strike was called in on the anbush positions, There wzs no
daemagye to the Phlis, nor weru there eny fricndly crounlticag,

In activity on tho Long Tau River on 29 August at 0620, a
PBRR patrol detected en unoccupied, drifting sampan with a cargo
covered by a tarpaulin and bushes, Unable to determine if the
sampan contained cargo or a possible booby-trap, the patrol took
. it under fire from a distance and destroyed it. The patrol
officer was slightly wounded by grenade shrapnel from his own
M=79.

The GAME WARDEN helicopter fire teams operating in the Rung \\
Sat Special Zone eaw only limited action during the month, 1In i
significant strikes on 22 August the fire team detected a camou-
flaged sampan 12 miles southeast of Nha Be., VNN authorities oA
requested that it be destroyed. While taking the sampan under

firo the holicopter spotted three structures, apparontly uced \
. “
for storage. VNN authorities requested that they also be taken
. . .Q\
under fire, amd the subsequent strike resulted in a large \-\‘

secondary explosion from the largest structure. Assessment
indicated that the area was also used far rice storage; a U.S.
Alr Force strike was called in to complete the destruction,

18 CONFIDENT JAL
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SEAL TEAIB

.SEAL Teanm Detachment Golf operating from the GAME WARDEN
base at Nha Be made contact with Viet Cong units twice while on
ambushes in the Rung Sat Special Zone, and discovered ard des-~
troyed one lar'ge rice storage areca. On 5 August at 0600, the
SEAL Tean camo upon throo camoufdaged sampans 16 miles south-
east of Nha Ba, A Viot Copg in tho lead sampan spotted tho SEAL
ambush and fired a warning shot. The occupants jumped overboard
and escaped into the mangrove. The SEAL Team followed the
escaping Viet Cong but were unabls to establish contact. However,
the thruve sampans « two of them motorized - were captured, They
contained 2800 pounds of rice, a small quantity of medicine, four
reams of typing papor and three notebooks.

At 1100 on 18‘August a SEAL rocconnaissance tcam discovered
two large silos (20 x 12' x 12!) and ono bunker (9! x 12! x 4!)
in an area 14 miles southeast of Nha Be. The stiuctures wore
of reinforced wood and contained an estimated 200 tons of rice,
At 1200 the SEAL Team was extracted by ICH to allow nax"al gun=
fire and fixed wing aircraft to destroy the rice. At 1735 the"
SEAL Team was inserted to evaluate the destruction efforts and
to destroy the remaining rice am stmctu;'es.

The morning of 19 August the SEAL Te_am discoveored a series
of bunkers amd an autcm;atic weapons emplacement along the Dinh Ba
River 13 miles southcast of Nha Be while on a reconnaissance |
mission, They were extracted and roinserted into a region farther
upstream on the Dinh Ba River where a loaded sampan and a hut had

19 . CONFIDENTIAL
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been spotted by a helicopter. Fresh tracks were discovered in
the area, and then tho sampan waes spotted 500 yards from the
SEAL Team position, Before the Team could move in to investigate,
a short burst of fire was hoard, followed by automatic woapons
fire from both banks of the river., One man vas killed, the first
SEAL Team casuvalty in the Rung Sat Special Zonme, The SEALS were
extracted by the ICM. Thore were no additioral casualties,
GAME WARDEN UNITS

Twonty—-four PBRs arrived in country during .August » bringing
the total to 95/boata. Eight PBRs arrived aboard the ERAZIL
VICTORY on 16 August; eight on 17 Augast aboard the DUKE VICTORY;
and olghl, aboard the AMEKICAN MALL on 19 Augunt,

Tho nunber of oporationnl GAME WARDLN basos incroacod to
saven during the month as PBRs made the transit to now bascs at
Vinh Long, Sa Dee and Long Xuyen. On 4 August RIVPATSECT 513 -
became operational with 10 PBRs, and on 5 August made the transit !
from Cat Lo to Vinh Long with a stop at My Tho far fuel. On 20 t

August RIVPATSECT 521 reported operationally r=ady with 9 PBRs \

and made the transit to the base at Sa Decs On 15 August .\\
\\.

RIVP/TSECT 522 was activated at Cat Lo, and on 22 August ‘:‘ﬁ.

RIVPATSECT 523 was activeted at Cat 1o. The two soctions _
undorwont outfitting amd oporationmal testing, and on 24 Auguat,
RIVPATSECT 522 with 10 PBRs and RIVI’I.TSECT 523 with five Plls
reported ready for the transit to long Xuyen. The transit
comrenced on 25 August, The boats arrived at long Xuyen on
26 August,
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USS TORTUGA (1SD-26) supported GAME V/ARDEN opurations at
tho mouth of the Bassce River until 29 August, when she was
tranaforrod to an anchorage of{ tho mouth of the Tong Tau Nivor
to provide additional security for the long Tau ship channel,
RIVPLTSECT 512 continuud to operate from TCRTUGA during August,

On 30 Lugust, Navy pilots and crewmembers from Detachment -
29 of Helicopter Support Squadron Ons began oporating the GAME
WARDEN helicopter fire toams aboard TOR’I;L!OIa. Proviously, 7
tho UH-1B helicoptors had been flown by U.S. Army personnel,

RIVPATSECT 512, operating from TORTUGA, continued to
experience difficulty patrolling in heavy weather. 39 hours
were lost during the month due to adverse weather conditions.
Several PBRs from TORTUGA experienced hull cracks resulting in
absorption of water Hy the styrofoam. The cracks apparently
were caused by boat handling. Ropeated hoisting and lowering
of the boats and misplacement of f’BRs in the skids failed to
distribute weight evenly throughout the boats. Up to 100 gallohé'
of water have been drained from tho PBRs aftor op'umtiona. .

During August a tcom of military and civilian specinliate
arrived to implement and install a Planned Maintenance System
for PBRs, and to instruct personnel in tho mechanies of the system.r

MUTUAL INTERFERENCE |

The first incident of mutual interference between MARKET
TIME and GAME WARDEN units ocecurred the night of 24 August.
Intelligence information indicated a possible infiltmt.ioﬁ attempt
in thu vicinity of the Bassac River. Intencified petrols wure -

21 ' CONFIDENTTAL



i
g’
.;:ﬂ“_’

- CONFIDENTIAL

stationed near the river mouth, PCF 38 was assigned to arca 7C
‘and two PBR prtrols were assignod surveillance in the estuaries,
At 2100, PCF 38 detected two contacts neer the river mouth and
closed to investigate. A .challenge was initintod with no
rosponsc,  Inmedintely, two additionsl contacts were ‘detoctoed

and challenged. All four contacts were PBRs, but the PCF was
unable to determine this fact, At a rangs of one mile an illu-
mination yound was fired, followed by a second round at 1500 yarda.‘

PBRe 22 and 25, on patrol necar the Cg.n My Thanh canal,
spotted a blinking red light 400 yards from shore, followud by
& second blinking light on the beach. They mistook the PCFis
challenge for an attempt by a possible eneny craft to éignal
Viet Cong on the shore. The illumination rounds were then
‘spotted, and the PBRs suspected that they had been caught in
an ambush, A firefight ensued bstween the PBRs and the PCF,

One crewnan was wounded on PBR 22, and several additional
hits were custained, Tho PBRs reported to TORTUGA that they
were in a firefight with an unidentified junk. Upon receipt of
the nussage TdRTUGA contacted CIU 115.3.9 abcard USS FIOYD COUNTY
(1ST-762) to determine if there wore any addi:tional friomdly
forces in the area. The inquiry was intercepted 'by the Officer
in Chargs of PCF 38, who replied that he had bteen in a firefight
with two ur;idcnti.ficd contncts, Tha PCIF thuen ustablished TM |
communications with the PBRs. An investigation was conducted
and measures were pramulgated to prevent future mutual intcrforonce.

3% 3 X *
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CO/.ST.L SURVELILLANCE FORCE
MARKET TIME units, augmented by the arrival of sixteen PCFs
at the ond of July, continued to oporate at a high lovel of
activity during August.’ Numerous hostile fire and evading junk
incidents were recorded, axd patrol units frequently delivered
gun fire support. MARKET TIME craft supported two ground opera-
tions, Operation SEA MOUNT and Operatioﬂ DECKHOUSE III, ard
cortucted four pearch and roncuae missions, U.5, Adr Force
planes orroncously attacked USCGC POINT WELCOME on patrol near
the Demilitarized Zone, '
HOSTILE FIRE INCIDENTS
MARKET TIME units on patrol within firing range of the
beech came under attack on numerous occasions during August,
There was no serious damage nor any fricndly casualties., The
following is a chronology of significant hostile fire incidents
during Aupust s
3 = At 2315 USCGC POINT JEFFERSON roceived hostile fire
from the beach on the Ke Ga Peninsula sixty miles
northeast of Vung Tau. The fire was returncd with
unknown results,
8 -« Lt 1815 PCF 39 received four rounds of mortar fire in
thu nra nron, ‘
9 - At 1000 PCF .58 received machine gun fire 10 miles north
of Qui Mhen while transiting the area. The fire was

retumed with unknown results,

1 Sce Appendix I for MARKET TIME Statistical Sunmary
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10 = At 1340 PCF 62 was taken under heavy cmall erms fire

12 -

16 -

17 -

while patrolling 10 miles north of Qui Nhon, The fire
was returned ard suppressed with unknown enemy casualties,
Lt 1655 PCF 62 roceived fire while closing the beach to
investigate suspicious contacts in the same arez;.. The
PCF returned the fire while clearing the ereca. The
contacts beached. Enenmy casualtics were unknown,

At 1710, 2gain in the same arca, PCF 62 received heavy
small ams fire, Ths fire wns returned and hostile
fire coesed. Enemy casualties were unknown.

PCF 62 epproached the beach to investigate a junk in -
the same areca. Small arms fire was received. The

fire was returned with unknown results, | |

At 1030 POF 65 and Coastal Group 21 units received

small arms fire 45 milus north of Qui Nhon. Thu firo

" was returned and the patrol clearcd the arce.

2 -

PCF 68 on patrol off the Ca Mau Peninsula, 135 miles
southwuat of Vaing Tau, ruecived automptic wecpons fire
from the shore while closing to investigete a sampan,
Return fire resulted in two secondary explosions,
Enemy casualtios were unknown,

USCGC POINT WELCCHME INCIDENT

While petrolling in Area 141, adjacent Yo the Demilitarized

Zone, USCGC POINT WELCOME was attackud by three U.5., Air Force

plenes at 0340 on 11 hugust. POINT WELCOME was sighted by an
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Air Force Forward Air Controller who illuminated the WPB but
failed to identify it as a friendly craft. He called in cne
B-57 and two F4Cs for the attack,

POINT WELCOME was underway at approximetely eight knots,
and when illuninated turned on her docking and running lights.
The ensign ard Coast Guard flag were properly displayed, At
the time of the attack the Exccutive Officer had the dock n.nd
the Commanding Officer was on the bridge signalling the eircraft
v;rith the Aldis Lamp. During the initial strike the Commanding
Officer was killed and the Executive Officer ard all cthers on
the bridge were wounde&. The senior chief petty officer came
to the bridge at 0350 and assumed command, ﬁmcdiately accelerating
to full speed and commencing evasive mansuvering to avoid the .
illuminated area and the attacking aircraft.

The attack conmtinued for approximately one hour under
continuous illumination with the aircraft making from seven to
nine passcs. The signal searchlights and all electronics am
communication equipment were disabled during the initial pass,

A gasoline-cen fire on the fantail was extinguished by the
survivors who simultaneously were occupied caring for the wounded,
A1l wounded were brought topaido and strapped into life Jnckots,
At OL15 tho decision w2s made to beach the craft and abandon ship
to avoid additional casualties from the attacking aircr.aft. Able
bodied personnel paired off with the wounded and assisted them
into the water and toward the beacﬁ, but the attempt to reach
shore was thwarted by autcmatic weapons and mortar fire from an

unknown source,
25 CONFIDENTIAL
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Prior to losing conmunications POINT WELCOME transmitted
the report that she had been illuminated, fired upon and hit,
CTG 115.1 directed USCGC POINT CAUTION and USCGC POINT CRIENT
to tho gscene, and patrol units from VRN Coastal Group 11 were -
dispatched to assist. At O4L25 POINT ORIENT ard POINT CAUTION
located POINT WELCOME, and at O4L45 started to rescus 'aurvivora
with the help of Coastal Group 11 junks. Coastal Greup 11 also’
assisted by firing mortar illumination rounds, The wounded
were carried by junk to Coastal Group 11 for helicopter medical
evacuation,

The Commanding Officer and an enginoman from POINT WELCOME
vere killed in the attack, In a;idition, nine crewnembers, the
Vietnamese Navy liaison officer and one newsman were wounded,
The heaviest damage to the boat was in the pilot house area
where there were numerc;us fragmentation holes and extensive
damage to all equipment. There were nine holes, five to nine
inches in diameter, in the main deck, but no structural damage. :
There wes no damage to the hull or loss of watertight integrity.
POINT VELCOME was escorted to DalNang under her own power. |

EVIDING JUNK INCIDENTS

The intensification of MARKET TIME patrols ied to an increased
ruber of Junks attempting to jovads contact: with patrol units
during August. Significant incidents were as followss '

1 = At 0955 PCF 63 destroyed a small fishing junk that had

ignored warning shots 40 miles north of Qui Nhon.. The
occupants escaped,
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At 1030 USCGC POINT ELLIS cetected three evading junks
38 miles northwest of DalNang, One junk was destroyed,
but the remaining junks beachod in the visinity of a
village and were not fired on. '
At 0955 PCF 63 fired werning shots at an eveding junk .
20 miles north of Qui Nhon. The occupants boached the
boat and fled., Recovery of ths craft revealed three
hand grenades, ‘
At 2015 USCGC POINT ORIENT detected and illuminated 8,
junk moving south along the coast 25 miles south of
the Domilitarized Zono. Tho Junk boached and wae
destroyod by mortar fire as the occupants fled,
At 0920 PCF 19 took a junk under fire 65 miles north
of Qui Nhon aftor it wvadod to the beach and the
occupants fled, The junk was damaged bf mortar fire,
At 1115 USCGC POINT VELCOME recovered a Junk that had
ovaded to the beach 60 milis north of Qui Nhon, A
search rovecled no contraband and the junk was turned
over to Coastal Group 16, | ‘
At 2305 PCF 73 received small arms fire after 1llumi-
nating a campan 50 miles east of /n Thoi. Fire was
returned, but the sampan evaded into foliage along the
coast and damage vas not determined, ‘
At 2030 USCGC POINT CAUTION detected a Junk moving south
along the beach LO miles south of the‘ Pemilitarized Zone.
When signalled tho Junk evaded amd was taken under fire
ard heavily damaged. Enemy casuwalties were unknown.
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At 2205 PCF 6§ closed and 1lluminated a Junk with two
occupants 38 miles north of Qui Nhon, After it ignored
siprals to stop, tho junk was destroyed. Tha occupants

escaped,

At 1230 PCF 76 fired warning shots a@ two evading junk&
25 miles south of DaNeng, and in return received auto-
matic weapons and small arms fire from the beach., Fire
was returned at the junks and at the beoach, resulting

in damage to the junks, Two PCF crewmen received minor
wounds., Viet Cong caswalties were unknown,

At 1255 PCF 76 assisted Coastal Group 15 units in taking
two evading Jjunks under fire 40 miles south of DaNang.
The Jjunks wore destroyed and Coastal Group 15 took 13
suspcets into custody,

At 2230 PCF 66 closed and illuminated a junk 32 miles
north of Qui Nhon. After warning shots were‘ignqred{. |
the evading junk was destroyed. Casualties were ﬁnkﬂgwn.

OPERATIONS

An Thoi bascd MARKGET TIME units.operated in suphort of

Cperation SEA MOUNT on Phu Quoc Islard from 4 fugust until 30

lugust,

The operation was conducted by eight U.S. Special Forces

personnel and a 220 man Mike Force (a specially recruited unit

of indigenous personnel) periodically augmented by 10 to 30

Vietnamese Natiomal Policemen from Duong Dong Village on Phu

Quoc Island, In addition to gunfire and patrol support from

MARKET TIIE PCFs and WPBs, Seventh Fleet Destroyers and VNN
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Fleet Commarnd ships provided gunfire support; VNN Coastal Groups
suppliod Junks and USS TUIVILA (iRG-4) supplisd an ICHM for troop
and logiatic lifts. U.S. Air Force and Ammy aircraft provided
air support.

SEA MOUNT was divided into three phases, In the initial
phaso a swoep wns conductod from An Thoi north tn Jdatitude 10°
13t No In the secorxd phase a series of amphibious raids were
conducted on the East Coast of the Island amd against targets

of opportunity. In the final phase a base camp ves established

near Duong Dong and probes wore made into the areas of heaviest
Viet Cong concentration,

The Opcration marked thé first m jor military operation to
attenpt to clear Phu Quoc Island of Viet COﬁg. Sixteen Viet
Cong were killed by body count; however, subsequent prisoner
interrogation revealed over 75 Viet Cong killed with an undeter=
mined number wounded, Two U.S. Spscial Forccs personnel were
killed and one vas wounded. Seven other friendly. troops were
wounded. SEA MOUNT was considered successful,’ '

During the pericd 16 iugust to 28 August, PCFs from Division

103 at Cat lo concducted infiltration/exfiltration patrols of f
Phuoe Tuy Province in support of Operation DECK HOUSE III, a
Seventh Flezt Marine Spscial Lomding Force probe. Patrol units

dotected no Viet Cong waterborne movem:nts during the peried,

PCFs also provided security on 29 and 30 August during salvage

oporations for an ICM swamped during withdrawal of the Special

Landing Foree.

1 ¢IF 115 Historical Summary, August 1966
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AVLL GUNFIRE SUPPORT

MR¥ET TIME units delivered 19 mavel gunfire support missions

during the month in support of ground operations and friendly

forces under attack. The following missions resulted in énemy

material

1=

and persomncl casualties:
PCF 35 provided urgent gunfire support for a spotter
aircraft receiving ground fire on the Ca Mau Peninsula

120 miles southwost of Vung Tau.  Omo gampan, one bunker

. and one structure were destroyed,

10 -

b -

15 =

PCF 35, operating in the same area, fireci support for
a reconnaissance aircraft under ground attack. Thirty-
one rounds of 8imm mortar were exponded in destroying
one junk, three stmct&ea and damaging two structures,
USCGC POINT WELCOME fired a mission against two camoue
flaged junks believed used for Viet Cong exfiltration,
The mission was coordinated by an aireraft spottor,
The two junks were damaged.
USCGC POINT M/iRONE fired 22 rounds of 81imm HE against
a Viet Cong company near Duong Dong on Phu Quoc Island
in support of Operation_ SEA MOUNT. Enemy casudltiea
vore unknown,
PCF 74 assisted Coastal Group 42 units in returning
fire on the castern coast of Phu Quoc Island., The
mission was spotted by aircraft and resulted in three
structures destroyed and seven damaged,
PCF 52 provided urgent gunfire support for a Popular
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Force unit under attack 23 miles north of Nha Trang.
The mission was spotted by a U.S. Army advisors One’
secondary oxplosion was observed,
Coastal Croup 42 units recoived heavy omall arms fire
vhile rccovering a U.S. Speeclal Forcus reconnaissance
toam from tho eagstern shore of Phu Quoc _Ioland during
Operation SEA MOUNT. Fire was returned with enemy
casualties unknown.
USCGC POINT YOUNG fired a support mission at Vist Cong
mortar, eutometic rifle and platoon positions on the
westorn shore of Phu Quoc Island, Forty-four rounds
of 8imm HE were expended, resulting in 35 structures
damaged.
USCGC POINT WHITE provided urgent gunfire support for
a spolter adreraft rocelving ground 4 n; on tw Ko Qa
Peninaula 60 milos northeest of Vung Tau, Fifty-two
rounds of €imm mortar wore fired resulting in three
Viut Cong.killed (possible) and one secondery
cxplosion,
USCGC POINT CAUTION provided 8imm mortar support for
Coastal Group 11 and Popular Force units comducting a
ground operation tén miles south of the Demilitorized
Zono, Six Viet Cong woro killed during the operation,
SEARCH AND RESCUE OPERAT IONS

MARKET TIME units comducted four search«and rescuc operstions.

during August, two of them successful, On 10 August PCF 16
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recovered two wounded Viet Cong suspects fram e domaged boat
eight milos south of DaNang, The boat had been attacked by an
armed helicopter during ground operations in the area, PCF 78
recovered a dovmed pilot after observing him bail out of his
disabled airceraft 20 miles south of DaNang.on 14 August., The
pilot was uninjured and was lifted by helicoptor to DaNang,

On 14 Auguat a KIUWS 12 ICPL aml PCF 71 ungsucconsfully
ettempted to recover a merchant seaman who had gone urder vhile
swirming alongside the USNS GENERAL PATCH in Vung Tau Harbor,

An air/sca rescue helicopter assisted in the attempt. On 31
August USS SAVAGE (DER 322), USCGC POINT MAST, USCGC POINT BANKS
and a VP-2 aircraft searched unsuccessfully elong the track of
a civilian contractor tugboat whose engineer had been lost overw
board in the vicinity of Rach Gia.
MARKET TIDME UNITS
Seventy PCFs and 26 WPBs operated in support of MARKET TIME

during fugust. There was no change in the numbter of PCFs amd
_WPBs; hcowever, USCGC POINT LOMAS, USCGC POINT DUME and USCGC
POINT G/MMON were relocated from Dalang to Cat Lo on 27 August
to provide additional patrols in Areas Six and Seven, The move
wag in roaponse to intelligenco reports Lrdicating possible
infiltration attempts, particularly into Phouc Tuy Provinco. In
another shift on 19 August, throe PCFs with supporting cruws
vere moved from DaNang to Hue to strengthen the nortt.xcrn barrioer,
In air operctions, USS SALISEURY SOUND (AV-13) maintained
the seadrome at Cam Ranh Bay until 8 August. From 1 fugu:.
32 - CONFIDENTIAL
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until 5 August VP-40, VP-48 and VP-50 flew SP5B aircraft out
of the seadrome in support of the coastcl surveillance effort,
Seven SP2Hs from Patrol Squadron Two flew daily patrols out of
Tan Son Nhut Afrficdd, VP-8, VP=9 and VP-A7 supportod MARKET
TIME with P3A aircraft flying out of Naval Air Station, Sangley
Point, P.I, The VP aircraft flew patrols 20 to 50 miles off
the coast of the Republic of Vietnam to detect possibls infii-
trators and to identify radar contacts passed by MARKET TIME
surfaco units. Thoy also flew special patrols farther out to
sea during the derk of the moon poricds,

The three PACVs of PACVDIV 207 were engeged in complsting
modifications and preparations for M/RKST TIME operations
scheduled to cormence in mid-September, .

Harbor Dufcnse, designated Operation STABIE DOOR, ewvntinued
to expand. During August forces rose, with the arrival of 34
boat crew personnel, to 23 officers ard 231 enlisted, The con=- .
struction of scmipem_:fanent facilities, including barracks and
mess halls, continued during the month, Eight of the eleven
boats assigned to STABIE DOOR were operatiomal, Eight junks

and 80 psrsons were detained by patrol units.

The following Seventh Fleet units operated in MARKET TIME
during August:

USS SALISTURY SOUD (AV-13) USS WOODPECKTR (t-sc~269)

Uss WINOITE (PER-397) USS VHIPTFOORWILL (145C=207)
USS NTLY, (DIli-322) USS GAUNST (1SC-290)

USS SAVAGE (DER-386) USS ADVANCE (130-510)

USS HAVERFIZID (DiR-393) USS FORTIFY (MSO-h46)

UsS Cii? (DER-251) USS EUGIGE (150-L43)

USS KOXER (DER-331) USS DMIERVIOUS (3S0-449)
U55 KRSTCHIZR (DER-329) " USS INFLICT (1450-456)

USS PEOEEE (I15C~199) USS LOYLLTY (50--457)

USS VIRFO (35C-205) UsSs FINYD COUNTY (157+762)
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CON SON ISIAND RiDAR

The first lamd bosed redar installation for coastal surveils
lanco became operational during August on Con Son Island, 100
miles south of Cap St. Jacques. The installation, an AN/TPN-8
Ground Control. Approach radar with a surveillance mode, underwent
tosting and evaluation during late July and August and went into
full operation on 28 August., "rhe radar is operated from 2000 to
0800 daily by a threec man crew permanently based on the island,
Communicetions are maintained with Coastal Surveillance Center,
Vung Tau, utilizing a PRC-47 single side band radio,

* % # 3
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

During August the construction of interim and permenent .
bago facilities at U,S5. Naval Support Activity, Saigon detachments
continued, Additional berthing space was rented at Vinh long and
8 lcase requust ves submitted for an additional villa at My Tho,
Well drilling opserations at Nha Be and Qui Yhon failed to prm.iuce'
fresh water and work continued on those projects. At Nha Be
interim base, tho onlargement of showor and latrine facllitios
was accomplished; and at Cet Lo arrangements wero being made for
construction of a helicopter landing site. NAVSUPPACT, Saigon i
staff reviewed an Advance. Base Functional Compoaent for an interim
facility at Dong Tam,.

Equipage continued to arrive throughout the month, bringing
base housekeeping and repair capability to & higher state, e
Progress on repair shops at GAME WARDEN and MARKET TIME bases
has been steady., All GAME WARDEN facilities are now operationally
ready with the exception of teletype and crypto communications
facilitics at Iong Xuycn and Sa Dee, At (;an Tho, tho arrival of
YFiB-9 greatly improved base capabilities. To improve safety
conditions at tho /in Thoi airstrip, NAVSUPPACT, Saigon started
procuring personnel and equiiznent,. including improved air/ground
comnunications; wind direction/velocity iniicators; crash fire-
fighting equipment ; strip operation personnel and NOTAM reporting - .
nrocedures, At Qui Nhon, channel range lights have been installed.

Tranaportation and logistlcal support wore hiphlightod during
the month by the one millionth passengoer mile flown on MM.IKET TIPE/ \“

\
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Gokli Viudell £lights since 1 Janusry 1966, and by the arrivel of
Us5 THULL (nhl~28) ot biekong Delte Lasus with motoriel for the.
dotechnents,

it the Scijon headqueorters & number of significant (levelo;?-
ments took plsce to essist NIVSUFPLCT in its task of supporting
the noval migsion in the 11, 1II ~nd 1V Corps Tecticzl Zonos of
Vistnon: The commirnd essumed the rusponsibility of Seventh Fleet
emmunition storage at Cam -fanh Ecy; & now C=47 sircraft was
progrearmed for delivory; and HLVSUPLGCT, Sairon assumod oporetion
of the iegdscered rPublicetions Librery.

The Supply Depertmunt prepere? line it,cn'z t-;quiromants for
tiie PCF ergine overhaul program, ant forwarded thom to laval
Ship S;rs;co:ns Cozment Heedquarters in an effort to strcamline
repeir cepability. 1t was anticipeted thot significant emounts
of meterial will be transferrcd to 1i.VSUPP.CT, Saigon in future
oxtis by prqccduxes worked out at a conference held ot Subic Bay,
P.1., from 15-17 luiust,

rublic V.orks Department, in & new limitod support roles for
lavel Advisory Group elements, sent & quonset hut to the junk
base/repair facility at liea /in where it is being erected by
I.VSUPP.CT personnel., The Public Vorks Department is providing
cererator maintenance assistence to the Coest Guerd 10N
station on Con Son Island, with increased support enticipated.
Aetion was taken to establish a repair parts pipcli:ne fcr publie
works and vihiels equipnent peculier to Mavy use to ensure lirat..
rate replecement cepcbility on items stocked. 4t the end of

ths month, oncetiaircd of the autouotive equipment requested had
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been received in country, .

Thé fiepair Departizent assumed crypto, electronic and T1Y
repair responsibility for Navy t;nit.u in the 1I, III and IV Corps
Tactical Zones. .. boat corrosion control conference was held
et Cat Lo on 30 jugust with a COLFAILISESTPLC representative,

In the adninistrative area, requirements for additional
mehpower Lor KAVOLERLCT, Datgon onl ell dotaclumonts wero colluetod
into & new personnel request and submitted on 16 jugust; the
Officer in Chirgoe of i.Pl~=55 wes dusiynoted Officer in Chere,
NLVSUPFLCTDLT, 4n Tholj service wide examinatio":s vere processed
for 684 Yavy men in the II, III and IV CTZ 3 end officient A
handling procetdures for UCHJ ;riob.tiom wero ir;itiatod by the
Iegal Offico,

3 % % %
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CIVIC AGTION iHD ISYCHOLOGICAL OFATIONS

Bolh Vietosmene Lovy and U, havy Clvie hetion aud P'ayOpn
activitios were at a high level, Farticularly noteworthy were
the NAVSUPPACT, Delang civic action teams, On 17 Lugust a lerine
F-B.cruaadcr crashed into a2 villuage in Hoa Vang District. &
KLVSUFFACT, DeNeng MiDCAP team was sent immediately to the scens
to render first aid to the injured, Within five hours some 200
rafurees had been cared for through provision of seven general
_ purpose tents, 300 blankets, two wvater buffalo, 1000 pounds of
food, and cooking and eeting utensils., The tents were set up
and the x¢ople vere fed that night by the Civic Action Team emd -
Hoa Vang District Advisory ;aersox'mel. |

in otner cctivities in the Nelang =rea, on 29 .w ust, 26
cerpentry students ami 34 driver students from My Khe ) Dong
Glang, ihwoe Hat, and Roa Tlen refuges campa comnplited thudr
courses in the kefugee Vocatioral Treining Program being
conducted by NiVSUPPLCT, Dailang and USAID at the DaNang Poly-
technical School. |

Fersonnel of the N.VSUPPACT, Saigon Qui Fhon Detachmant
completed a one classroom schoolhouse cdjacent to their bese,
Tho tsacher, hired with funds donated by the Qui Khon Navymen,
started classes for 31 first-graders on 25 I.\;g.'ust. Personnel
froim 1.AVSUPPACT, Saigon delivered 32 peckages of clothing, soap,
tissucs and toilet articlus donated by the Fleet }eserve
/iagoeiation, San Pedro, California to the Go Vap orphannge
outside Seizon,

Throughout the wonth Gi1X VRUIN and FAKRIGT TLE units
rendered assistence to disabled incigenous ?r-c.ft. el sick end
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injured crew members,
PLE dey pztrol from My Tho observed on overturned sampan,

patrol rescuud o

samnpan and cargo.

1. Construction projects comploted during report: p:.riod.

‘reraired or renovated ere nnthed vith en R.

2. Brid;es 2
-be  Culverts 1
ce Dwellings/nuweber of familics L/22
d. Fences (tenth of ln) 2
€. Leveling/prading projocts 3
f. Playgrounds 1
g. Schuols/classrooms 1/2
h. Toilects 20
i, Vells 1K
2. licdical treestrents:
&e General Ledical E,L47
b. Dental y 439
c. Surgzery 10
C. Imergency cvecuations 3t
¢, darelip operstions 3
fo X-inys i 0
g. leborabory cultures 263
he Iwutine lab procedures 210
3. Heelth and sanitation:
a. Clesses on personal hyglenc/ 1/35
attendence ) .
b. Imaunizations 3,300
ce Phrsical exzminstions 23¢9
d. 3Sprey insccticide opurations - 27
v.  Ounmp arces Crained 1

(eXoRoNoRoNoRoNo o

1

*
b
S#

COoO3o0rON

(=N =NoNolNe

L. Distribution of cormodities (pounds uvnless othorwise

a.
b,
Ce
d.
C,
£,
Ee
h.
i,

Cement, 37,200
Clothing 1,920 °
Food 57,465
Lunber (Loard feet) 116,000
liedical, non-prescription 70
liedical kits (number) 120
School kits (number) 174
Soap 833
Tin sheets (number) ' 60

39

o .

11,000
70, 560
7,000
0

0

0
2,700
100

In & noteworthy incident -n 21 lugust, a

The

tardly of five from the current and seved their

Those

TOTAL

2
1
L/22
2

1/2
20
R

9,861

12
3N

263
210

1/35

3,300
239
23.

specified):

37,200
12,920
128,025
123,000
70

120

174
3,613
160
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.
Ve
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ioodworker kits (rumber)
Pextile end sewing hits (nusber)
Iamily kits (number)
PsyOps buckets (nwaber)
Vitauzins (cases)

Blanket meterial (rolls)
Midvife kits (number)
Yomuito nsiting (number)
Toxsa

Lclding aprens (numbor)
vicgel oil (tallons)
Plywiod (shuets)

arrs)  (aumber)

Dizpers (dozen)

Paint (rallons)

Heils

Steel

Cemont blocks (number)
Blenkets (number)

iducationzl cffortss

8.

srglisa classcs/citendance

. 66/670

]
o Irf

2,000
2,450

2,331 .

27

101

oJefoNojoNoRoRooRoRa

Voluntery contributions in support of (piasters):

N

b.

Heavoln
Reroldip program

3% 9 % ¥ 3

40

30,000
3,090

0
2,420

TOT..L

31
2,075
2,760
3,219

101
150

66/6170

30,000
6,310
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VILTILILSE L

The ability of the Vietnamesu Navy to accomnplish assigned
tacks rewained setisfactory, Its ability, nowever, wes impeded
by incdequete aggressivencss, unsatisfactory personnel Qistri-
bution, linited training and an inadequate number of skilled
shipyard workers,

On orders of ths Leadership Council, Captain Tren
Van Til.N, Coumander-in-Chief, Vietnomese Navy, wes relieved of
hla dutios by Goeeneler Bpuyon Van abll, Ghilel of Slafl, on
Suplomber 1966,

On 31 jugust, VIl Headquarters reported 15,481 men assigned;
acwever, thoe distribution of personnel within the V_I';N remainecd
unsatisiactory. For the second consccutive rionth cosertions
have tcelined, This month the VLl had 107 deserters as comp: red
vith 165 last month,

Loadership improved within the Vi, licst cormanding officers
and cxecutive officers showed initiative in their jobs. PGM 608
and 1'CL 11 edvismg rogorted excoptioml porfoimmanco amd recoption
of advisory efferts by thc'com.wnding officers. Putty officer
leadership, initiative and protessionnl) knowledge dproved sone-
what, but was etill below sc..tisfactory. ) '

Operational reports indicated that tr';lmnc v2s accomplished
by rost units in jugust. Several Cor.st.ql Groups made proprcss 1n
marlmenship ard coxswain troining. NATC end Fleet Cormiand
Treining Teems conducterl inport training on LSSL 227 and FGlis
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605 exd 611,
To fuprove base facilitica, ono hundrad stuad framo profabe
rierted buildings were fllotlced to tho VRN for tho ('.(':V(Jlopmnt
of cantonment fecilitivs in all Neval Zones. These units are
to bo usod for offices, BOQs, FZQs, werchouses eznd other base
facilitics, "Site plans have been turned over to the .'.uvxi Offico -
of Construction Engineers, Vhen approved, the prefabricated
buildings will be issued to the Navel Supply‘ Conter for distri-
bution to desiznated Coastal Groups. :
The first of the 50 Yabuta junks being constructed in the
Faval Shipyard, Scigon, was completed and 14 more keels havo_' oy
been laid,  With 126 carpenters ungagod in this program, the '.

mexamum rate of junk completions is anticipetud =t ore per week.

ET N}
YR

The FY 66 Junk Construction Program authorized the building of
sixty additionzl Yabuta Junks, ~ P
‘ OPER/ATIONS

Violnaumoso Nevy Constal Groupo maintainod a “high luvel of
cosbat activity, perticipeting in blocking and emphibious opura-
tions and setting many baso dofense ambushus, In the Firat;
Cozstal Naval Zone, on 7 August, a scarch 6peration' wzs conducted
by Coestal Group 14, five kilometers southeost of Hoa iAn, with
support provided by PCS 11, Thore were no friemtly casualtiee;.
The Coastel Group units captured a (quantity of western medicines,
medical menuals and foodstuffs., On 17 Aupust, jm?ks of Coastel
Group 16 had a firefight with two Viet Cong companiys 9 kilomoturs

cast of Quang Nealse VUlSe and VHIT ships provided tinely support,
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The Cozstal CGroup force had three men killed in the action end
one wounded, &nd lost one Erovning Automatic hifle and one sub-
rochine gun. Xneiny cesurltics wore unknown, From 21 to 27
August, Coastal Group 14 and local forces carried out Operction
BO.. TUYEN, 4 kilometers south of Hoi /in. The Coxstzl Group unit
hod five wounded, but ceptured o quantity of weapons, 700 Lilo-
gramns of rics and 100 kilograms of salt. The Vist Cong had six
killed.

In tho Seeond Cornbal baval Zone, an operition wis orpanizad
by Cocstal Group 23, with the support of 2Ci 07 and PCF 63, in en .
arca 10 hiloasters northc;ast of Song Cau., The opsrction twok
£lace on 24 fupust. There were no friendly ccsualtics. Four
Vict Cong suspucts wore dutained, one Vist Cong flag capturcd am!
two 1en, previously cantured by the Viet Cong, wwru ;cleased'.

ictivitics of Coastel Group 31 arc Cosstel Grou{) 36 were
high];ghted in ths Third Coastal lavel Zone. On 4 August, a
patrol tuan of Cosstal Group 36 had a firefight with a Viet
Cong junk at.. the wouth of the Bassac Liver. As the Jun'k
retraated, the four occupants dropped their weepons ovur the
side and cbandoned the junk. Two esceped and two were killed,
The patrol tecm took possession of the junk and 20 kilogrems of
rice. 2Sleven days lator, on 15 August, Cozstal Group 36 comducted
an operation in the vielndty of ip Cu Iao on the Besaag hiver,
This opuration wos coordinmted with Vinh Binh soctor forces and
was supported by PGl 607 andl several USAF aireraft, There wure
no fiiendly casuzlties end cnely cesuslties were unknown, The
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On the morning of 23 August, MIlSs 150 end 151 were attecked
froom aiubush bty Viet Cong recoilless riflc and small arms fire
(sce p. 3 for Long Tau River inc:idu.nts). Dareges resulting from

his -':Lt.u.cl: reduced, for two dayv, the numbur of creft aveilable
for swecping to four. On the moraing of 28 Aupust, rInS 156 was
demolished by a Vizt Cong mine at the 25 mile point on the Long
Tau Ldver. The IOMN (UDT) perticipated in the recovery of two
weapons, sone snmunition and miscelleneous ninesweeping goar
from the MiliS.

The teupo of operations in the Third and Fourth Riverine
hreas end lung Set Spucicl Zone increased, kiver Asscult Groups
were well utilized during August.

There were scven operetions logred in the lung Sat Special
Zonc, sixz by WG 22 end ore by KAG 24, The two nost significant
operations were NUIG 3AT 25/66 end BUNG SALT 34/66 conductud by
.G 22, Operation RUNG 34T 29/66 took plece on 5 fugust with
vleven craft of RAC 22 and 1F/PF forc.s perticipeting. There
were no friendly casuslties; the Viet Cong had jt.h'reo killud,
Friondly forcun destroyed Lwo basus includinge sixtoun hounes,
2200 kilograins of unshelled rice, five junhs, fifty bags of-
cunicnt and thirty jers of sclted fish, A quantity ot fish nots,
docwients and photographs werce captured, On 25 August, seven
croft of MG 22, LS3L 2.2(1 end LF/i'F forcus wers involved in
ILKG SAT 34/66. The frienily unit suffered no casuclties and
destroyed one base, ons weter tank and ons defensive line. Six
U.S. fiphter aircrctt provided suepsiy tor both operetions,
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Two operctions involving R.Gs took place in the Third °
Lkiverine Arca. Thirteen creft of :iGs 24 ahd 26 participated in
Operction LONG Al 168/65 from 11 to 14 august. The operation
took place 15 kilousters northeast of Long An. The VMN hed onw
ren vounded ané the friendly unit had six killed and cighteen
wounded. The cneay had four killed, Thirty additionhl killed
or woundud wuru carricd a.x;ay. Ono X1 rifls, two c;xrbinus ard
one hussian rifle wore coptured.

2AGs were divolved in twelve opcfations in the Fourth
kiverine Area. On 2 Lugust, Operation LOIG FHI $80/5D, orgardzed
by the 9th Division, was carried out 9 kilomcters north of Ba
Cang and wzs the most successful. Twelve river crait of NG 23
. oend LSIL 331 perticipated, The friondly uvait susteined ninc
wounled; the Viet Cong ned seven killed and two captttfcd. The
Vistnenuse force ciptured one 60mm nortar, one .50 caliber mechine
guniy one 30 celiber awenine gun, tadrty-five smzll cris end ono
ton oi' erumunition.

LDEK (UDT) conducted two operations during fugust., Two
administrative beach surveys vere comducted; in the Xuan Dad Bay,
are2 on 5 August and .15 miles south of Phan §ii on ¢ tugust. The ; |
Inttor reevived support from PCL 07, PGH 606 ard Corstal Group
2& units. The survey po.ties and ’suppox'ting forcss conductod
these operetions es if ths besch areas were baing surveyed while
uncder firv. On 23 lugust, & detachiunt of wight IDIN personncl
was svnt to.offer diving essistance to the BATON kUGS VICTORY,
danzged by -a mine in the Iong Tou chennel. The detachment
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rcturned oarl'y the following day, cfter it had buen dctermined
that no immediate assistence could be g:_Lvor;.
MAINTENANCE AND LOGISTICS
During August, a total of fourtcen casualtivs on nine fleet
units were repaired by shipt's force, This rcprc.aonbed 2 signifi-
cant improvement in shipboard repair efforte, due in larpo part
to the policy of seclective job order disapnroval by the Fleet
Command Maintenance Officcr; increased acvisory c¢ffort in the
meintenanco of enginsering amd olectroaic «iiuijpment; and the
inventorying of spare parts with assistance by the Floet Comrmand
Supply Assistance Team. The Fleet Coumard fo»uywmly hssinicnco Team
assisted PGM 600 in a complete inventory of 21l spare parts, and
is now assisting LSIL 328 in inventorying «cctronics, eluctrical
and ordnoncc sparc parts. Authority was pinutod by the Navel -
: Supply Center to fund 1008 2llowance nf spare pnrts deficicncies.

|

.. sem

Junk maintenance at Coastal Group bas:s remeined satisfactory, .

A lack of minor spare parts and petty ofﬁ.car initiastive hindered
the maintenance effort. Shortage of qualifizd engincering petty
officers continued, Maintenance of river zzsault craft was
satisfactory.

The utilization of logisties ships inrreased, A total of
6,707 tons of cargoand 9,705 men were transported to various
locations within the Republic of South Vietnam. ISTs and 1SMs
were responsible for the movement oi the greater part of the
cargo ard troops. Advisors reported that crews ca;z handle the
simple logistic 1ift problems, but there are reservations that |
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they r~an successfully accomplish a major troop movement for
tactical operations, Utilization of logistic 1lift ships was
hindered by limited docking facilities and by civilian stevedore
working arrangements,

VI1ETFNAMESE MARINE CORPS

Task Force Bravo, composed of the First, Third amd Fourth'
Marine Battalions, "C" Battery ﬁetmmese Marine Artillery and
a Heedquarters, participated in Operation COLORADO/LIEN KET 52
from 6 August to 14 fugust. This was a joint USMC/VMMC/ARVN
oporation in Quang Tin Provinece, 14 kilometera southweat of -
Thany, Binhe  The Task Forco initially occupied blockinr posi-
tions while the Fifth U.S. Marines conducted tho attack. On 6
August the Task Force made contact with an estimated Viet Corg
battalion, and from 7 through 9 August made moderate to light
contact. The Fourth Victnamese Marine Battalion uncovered over
100 Viet Cong bodies, believed to have been casualties from
action on 6 August. Total Task Forco casualties through 9 Auguet
were eight killed, 4O wounded and one U.S. advisor wounded, The
Viet Cong .suffercd 107 killed with zn additional 100 possibly
killed, 27 captured and 13 wuapons captured,

In Phose II of the operation, the Task Force continued
striking generally east through the morning of 13 hugest when
they were hit by an estirm.ted reinforced Viet Cong battalion,
The Third Battalion made initial contact ard held comanding
terrain despite heavy mortar, recoilless rifle and sutomatic
weapons fire. The Fourth Battalion, mancuve;'ing to the sout:h-
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west, also was taken under heavy fire and initinlly sustained
heavy caswalties. Air support was requested ard 56 sorties wure
flown, A task forco of nrmored pursonnel carriers from the
adjeining Sixth AIVN Rogiment was conmitloed to a flanking atiack,
By 1600, 211 three Victnamese Bottalions were undor heavy attack
by the Viet Cong force, later shown by captured documants to be
& reinforced regiment. The battle éontinued until 1900, when
artillery took over the task of containing the Viet Cong. Air-
borne observers rcported the encmy positions littered with bodies,
but dospite continual artillery fire and flare drops during the
night, the encmy managed to remove most of the dead and wourded.
A U.S. confirmed body count the next morning i;ldicatcd 61 viet
Cong killeds An additional six were captured. The APCs of the
Sixth Regiment, also moving through the area fronting on the
Vietnamese Marine positions, reported an additional 79 bodies
still in position, Viectnamése Marines suffered 20 killed and
95 wounled, On 1) fupust tho Task Por.cc moved to Thang Binh
whore it established its commard post.

Results of the operation from 6 August to 14 August were
504 Viot Cong killed, another 400 estimated killed, and 46 Viet
Cong ceptured including 17 North Vietnomese. Also captured were
54 wecpons, one radio, 12 field telephones and various other
equipment and ordnance, Total Vietnamese Marine losses were 37
killed and 107 wounded, |

Task Force Alphe Headquartors departed for Hue on 23 August
wheru it took OPCON of the Third and Fourth Iattalions and nCo
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Battery of the Artillery Battalion. On 25 August the Task Force
was committed to Operation LAM SON 303, a scarch and clear
operation along the coast 15 kilometers east.of Hue. The
operation terminated at 1730 on 28 August. 11 Viet Cong wore
killed and eight were captured; one crow served and soven indi-
viducl weapons were seized, The Marines incurred seven wounded,
Task Force Alpha rcmained in tho vicinity of Hue until the end
of the month,

Tha Sucond Marino Battalion spent such of the month at the
National Training Conter, Baria. The Fifth Battoalion remnined
ip defcnsive positions at or nsar Ba Hom under the OPCON of the
capital Military District, with one company at Vinh lo¢ under
'the OPCON of Tan Binh Subsector. The Battalion participated in
operations and ambushes throughout the month. On 9 fugust, in
8 combined operation with /RVN Rangers and Airborne troops ard
Regional Force/Popular Force troops south of Vinh Loc, the Fifth
Battalion made contact shortly after crossingwthe line of depar-
ture, killing five Viet Cong and capturing 1200 rounds of
ammunition and four hand grenades, Five Vietnamese Marines were
wounded, On 31 fugust a Marine ambush killed one Viet Cong in
the vicinity of Vinh loc. Numerous sniper incidents were re‘ported
in the Vinh Lc;c erea throughout the month; however, there were no-
Marine easualties.
| Units of the Victnamese Harinc Corps wore heavily ongeged
with Vivt Cong and PAVN forces on suvoral occasions, expcrioncing
hardships over difficult terrain and incurring light. to moderate
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casualtics. These factors did not adversely affect the morale
or fighting capability of the Vietnrmose Marine Corps. The

individusl Marine continued to demonstrate aggressiveress and
dovotion to duty. Junior officers and NCOn mct tho challengo
in a fully capcble manner, Morale was high and leadership was

excellent, L

1 senior Marine Advisor Monthly Historical Review, August 1966,
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APPENDIX 1
MARKET TIMS STATISTICAL SUMMARY, AUGUST 1966

Average number of U.S. ships/craft on patrol auring tho months

DER MSO MSC WPB ' .PCF ' ADG
TOTAL - - - 495(30) 1113(30) 5 PATROL DAYS
DAILY AVG 5 5 3 16 33 1

Average number of VNN ships/junks on patrol during the months

SEA FORCE RIVER FORCE COASTAL FORCE
TOTAL 178 (27 days) 3113 Lush
DAILY AVG 7 104 144
U.S. Activity:
TOTAL DETECTED ¥OOD - DAY 55,403 NIGHT 67,396 :
~ BTEEL - DAY ___811 NIGHT _725 N
TOIAL INSPECTED WOOD = DAY 15,619 NIGHT 17,691
STEEL - DAY ___/34 NIGHT __3685 ek
TCTAL BOARDED « WOOD = DAY 14,393 NIGHT _9,061 A,
)

STEEL - DAY ____86 NIGHT ___38
U.S. DETAINED: 970 persons
135 Juni(s
VEN Activity:
SEARCHED: 22,338 Junks
DETAINED: 1,042 peraons
26 junks

ONCEASSIEIED
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APPENDIX 11

GAME VARDEN STATISTICAL

PER Statistics:

a,
b.
co
d.
e,

L.

SUMMARY, AUGUST 1966

Total Patrols (two boats): Day 398 Night 519
Total Contacts: Day 35,027 Night 12,613
Total Inspected: Day 8,633 Night 2,090

Total Boarded: Day 8,789 Nigilt 3,550

People Detained: 547
Total Patrol Hours: 19

;631

Total Pogsible Patrols:

2,113

\verage Daily Patrol Hours Per Boat: 9.3

Helo Firo Teoam Statistica:

a,
b,
Ce

d.

Structures: Destroyed 15 Damaged 69

Sampans: Destroyed 3

Damaged 31

Total Flight Hours: 330

Helo Missions Supported:

(1) 12 rcaction suppart

of river patrols (CA)

(2) 70 armed recornaissance (CA)

(3) 61 logistics (DCS)

(4) O modical evacuations (CA)

GAME VARDEN Totals:

a.
b,
c.
d.
0,

f,

PBR/MSB Firvefights: 544

Structures: Desiroyed 5§ Damaged 31

Sampans: Destroyed 6
Enemy KIA 22 WIA 3
Friordly KIA 1 WIA 3
Mining Incidents 2

1I-1

Dameged 8  Captured 6
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Summary report of activities of U.S. Naval Support Activity,
DaNarg for the period 22 March through 20 Jums 1966, '

The Naval Suppert jictivity, Dallang exponded its operations,
A buildup in manpower wms evident in DalMang, Hue/Fhu Bai, and -
Chu lai, 4 detachment of pier and hatch teams was sent to Cam
Ranh Bay to aid the Ammy tears,

With the added responsibilities and greater influx of
personncl, NAVSUPPACT DAN'NG grew from 3,585 officers andl mon
on 21 March 1966 to 4,€38 officers and men on 20 June 1566,

SUFPLY

The highest eingle day's tonnzge by Supply Dernftment's
Freight Termiml Division (FTD) wss achieved on 19 June 1966
when a throughput of 11,433 measurement tons was achieved,

Ten warehouses are now in use at DaNang Ezst at tho Supply
Department's Material Division warchouse site, Five warchouses
are under conctruction; 140,000 cubic feut of reefcr storage
is on the line at DaNang East; 192,000 cubic feet of reefer
storage is in the warly steges of construction.

Supply Department's Bulk POL Division assumed control of a
fourth 10,000 BBL bolted steel tank at the DelNeng eirstidip. A
fifth tank at the airstrip and one at Marble Mountain are ready
for testm. 0

Pergsonnel from the Philco Corporation are on board for the
Job of maintaining Mzterial Equipment, transportation and other
cquipment, The ccmpany employs skilled Korcan and U.S. techni- .
cians. The Philco Corporation has mede 2 favorable impression
that the compeny is trying hard ard the employces are well
motivated and skilled.

The Bridge Ccrgo Facility was activated on 20 May with the
use of ore LU rarmp amd two of the bulkhead sections betwuen the
ramps, Efficiency of the site is impressive, To date, only
barges ard small craft have been able to approach the facility
but L3T!'s will soon be on the ramps with dredging operations
procecding rapidly.

The Supply Department Material Division established & new
package POL storage site at HAO VANG District (South of Hill 327)
on 15 June, The Material Division will soon assume the respon-
sibility for the supply functions of all package POL in I CTZ.

PUBLIC VORKS

During the second quarter of .calendar year 1966 a total of
120,010 man-hours was oxpended to maintain facilities, The bulk
of this timy was on the day-to-day maintenance necessary to keep
all facilities in operating condition, :
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In addition to tho normal maintenance of facilities, scveral
. minor construction and reccnstruction projects were accanplished
by Maintenance Division, Included in thcse wore the construction
of on Lecy=-Ducecy Club at Camp Tien Sha and the running of two
4-inch water lines from Monkey Mountain to Camp Ticn Sha,

Public Works Transportation Division was tusy during this
period. A total of 39,864 man~-hours was expended on the repair
and prcventative maintenance of machinery and vehiclea. The
Triangle Auto Shop was openod to help handle the heavy work load,

In addition to the hours spent in mainteining transportation
equipment, many hours were spent in actual operction., During
this quarter, vchicles opcrated by the Transportation Division
haulcd 125,000 measuremant tons,

To aid in movement, 248 pieces of equipneont were picked up
on the inwentory of the Transportation Division. This equirment
included 116 cargo hauling ard 52 personnel carrying vehiclcs.
Tho omdndor waro niscollanocus typos of equipment,

Utilitics Division has played a lerge roloe in malkdng NAVSUPPACT
DANANG A moro pleasant placo dn vhilch Lo worls  fimonp, Lho nccome
plishncnts of thio Divislon wore: the oporation ard maintonance of
cluctricnl penoration and distrlbution vquipnont; the oporation
of refrigeratoed storepo; ico michines; air conditioners; rofrigorae-
tors; water coolers and other misccllancous equipment, In addition,
Utilities has provided potabls water. 79,423 man-hours were
contributed by this Division to help meke the command area more
h&bitabmo

The Planning amd Engincering Division of Public Vorks Departe
ment was busy during the second quarter designing facilities and
coordinating the construction of these facilities., During the
quarter, Planning aml Engincering guided several major construction
projects to completion. Among theae were; the second 1,000 man

golleymesshall ot Camp Tien Shaj §1,600 cuble feet of refrigerated
storage; the Bridge Corgo Facility amd installation of the 5-point
POL mooring system at DaNang amd Chu ILoi,

The Philco Contract was implemented early in the second
quarter CY 66, By thuo erd of the quarter the Fhilco personnel
strength wass 4 U.S. and 132 Third Country (Korecan) personncl,
During ths period of this report, these personnel have turned
in a satisfactory performance,

The heal Estate end Contracts Division has as & primary
resrongibility the negotiation of leases for billets, office
space and warchousing anmd the edininistration of contracts, At
the beginning of tho second quarter CY 65, a total of 103 active
leascs were being administerced. During this peried five new
leascs were niegotiated and 24 lenses were allowed to lapss,
leaving 84 active lcases at the ond of the quarter,
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During this same period, 34 NBy and informal contracts wore
negotiated and work sterted on varisus projects representing an
investment of $184,210,44. At the end of the second quarter a
total of 37 contracts were being administered,

In order for construction of many of the NAVSUPPACT facilities
to be started, it wos necusnsary to move many familics and graves,
This task was coordinated by the Real Estate and Contracts Division.

To allow for the removal of graves, a new cemetory site was
chosen ardt prepared along China Beach. 2,165 graves werc moved,

There were approximately 75 families occupying houses on
land requested by NAVSUPPACT DANANG. It wes necessary to arrange
with the Mayor of Dallang to expand Nan Toe Villege to accomodate
then, The command groded the new sites end is assisting in the
transportation of the femilies and homes,

STATION HOSGPITAL

The following activities were considured noteworthy:

a. AMdditional quarters buildings wore erccted. 33 quonsot
huts are now available as staff quarters.

b. The southwest ward building is in use for patient care,.
The hospital has 330 cperating beds cvailcble. The average daily
peticnt census in June wes 201.5 with 2,330 peticnts edmitted
since the hospital opened in January. 4As of 31 May, 22,555
outpaticnts had been treated at the hospital.

¢. Two quonset buildings, originally planned as a 40-bed
neuropsychiztry ward, are used as quarters by staff and Marine
Corpa sccurity perasnnel,

d.  The optical shop i3 now in uso for ayo rcefractiona amd
fabrication mixd fitting of spectaclos,

c¢s A Butler hut for use by G19 Preventive Modicine Unit
was completed. With completion of two quonsets and installation
of air conditioning in thas Proventive ledicine Laboratory, con-
struction for ths Preventive Medicine Unit will be complote.

f. The Hospital Exchange structure is nuvaring completion
and a Butler hut for medical stores is about 758 completed.

g» Outstanding hospital projects includes air conditioning
the NP ward and quartera (with priority given 'to those used to
sloep night duty personnel), tho helicopter laxding site, roads
and sidowalks, quarters construction with h\.ade, plunbing and a
luaching fiold and soil stabllization,

DENTAL
The Dental Department supports militery personnel in the

Dalang arca and othors who aro ¢ntitled to military dental
troatnont,
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fecamplishments and progres

a. Station Hospitzl - A third Dental Officer reportcd
aboird 29 April to act as Procthodontics Duntel Officor A
deficiency of prosthetics laboratory equipment, however,
restricted his activities., HRepeated attempts are being made
to obtein this equipment. An uncxpectedly large patient load
is buing carricd bty this facility, coused principally by the
proscnce of ¢ large Marine population in the East DaMang area. .

b, Camp Ticn Sha « Construction of the dental facility at
Carp Tien Sha was begun on 1 May by a civilian contractor. Civil
unirest and other high priority construction has interferred with -
progreas,  Essoaticl aquipment and supplivs are now on hard for
cquipping an! stocking this facility; howoever, no porsonnol aro
on board,

Ce APL-5 = £l'1~5, viith comploted dental spaces, arrived in
DaNeng tho loot week in April eml proceeded to Chu Lal the following
woeke. The first patient was treated on 7 May 1966, The facility
is in full operation, ’

d. API-27 - The dental facility aboard APL-27 in Dalang
Harbor accepted its first patients for routine treatment on 21

The dental facilities of NAVSUPPACT DANANG handled 7,309
procecdures during this quarter, compered to 2,274 proceduras
during the last quarter, These were performed on 1,802 mtients
during this quarter compared to last quarter's 655 patients,
There arc six dertal officers attached to NAVSUPPACT DANANG.

CCRITINICATIONS

The Cormunications Department expanded to include new means
of fulfilling its mission and for improving the already existing
facilitics, Despite interruptions occasioned by civil disturbances,
several new long haul circuits were established including a second
common user circuit to Mha Trang and the NAVCOMOPNET terminated at
Naval Communications Station, Philippine Islands.

A mjor accomplichment was the activation of a comnunications
detachment at Navel Support Facility (NSF), Hue. Based in two
converted reefer vans, the detachment provides voice circuits and
a covered teletype circuit for the NSF.

Sovoral funclioml nota wero activated and those alroady
activaled wero dnereascd in gize. Work olso bogan on inatalling
antennz towers and antennas to improve the performance of thuse
circuito,

FIRST LIMUTENANT

In June 1966 the Departmunt was split up and the Base Camp
became a separate Department, Under the new arrangement, the
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Camp M\A Force, Security Force and Armory are under the Officer-
in-Charge, Camp Tien Sha. The First Lieutenant Department
roetained Physical Security and Fire Deportment functions,

On 12 May 1966, the DaNang West Fire Department was opened
at 14 Quang Trung. _

The Physicel Security Division continucd to expand, assuming
responsibilitics for DaNang Bast Motor Pool, Package POL Ferm,
and NSA Marble Mountain Garboge Dump,

The First Lieutenant Department has grown to its present
size of ons ICDR, one LT, four LTJGs, seven CPOs, 430 enlisted
and 297 civilian guaxds,

OPERALTIONS

Among the various divisions within tho Operations Dcpartmem. ’
the following activities are considered noteworthys

8. A4ir Operations:

(1) The NAVSUPPACT DANANG aircraft, C-A7, Bulo 17282,
arrived in DalMang at the beginning of this period and was irme-
diately put into heavy use, It has been employed in transporting
activity personnel and cargo from Dallang to other areas of the
I Corps Tactical Zone and to other major cities in RVN.

(2) The aircraft was flown to Sangley Point, P.I. on
28 May 1966 for its first calendar major maintenance inspection,
The inspection was completed amd the aircraft was returncd to
DaNang on 10 June 1966.

b. Harbor Security:

(1) On 1 April the Harbor Security Division relisved :
MIUWS 12 of the responsibility for operation control amd mamning -
of Harbor Entrance Control Post (HECP).

(2) On 10 June Harbor Security Division received two
LCPL MK IV's from Saigon. Both are equipped with radar.

(3) At present, Harbor Security is providing protection
to shipping in DalNang Harbor with four LCPL MK V picket boats,
seven LCPL MK IV patrol boats amd four Boston Vhalers.

ce Port Servicos:

(1) Port Services! 33-foot utility boats expanded their
passenger service to include the YR<70 and AFDI-23 by mid-April
in addition to all APL's, Tien Sha Ramp, and the White Elephant,
Until 18 Juno, ths utility boats mainteined eontinucus service
from 0530 until 2400 daily, moving over four hundred pcople
daily. On 12 Junz, three 50-foot utility boats arrived to augment
passenger capabilities,s They relieved the 33-foot boats on the
APL run on 19 June; the 33-foot boats took over the DaNang East
to White Elephant river shuttle, Other servicus included: a
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regular scheduled run to the hospitel ship, USS REPOSE. Also
acccmnodated were several visiting Navy ships whese crews were
transported to beach areas for partices.

(2) Port Scrvices continucd to assist visiting flect
ships by coordincting water, fucl, mail amd supply scrvices.

(3) Navigational improvements included the laying of
eight buoys to mark the channel from the Museum arca to the
approaches to the Bridge Ramp. Range Markers were completed for
the new Red Beach lending Site and nc.cdcd only the placement of
causcway secticns. The navigetional aids reintained by the local
Vietnamese continucd to be a problem due to lack of maintenance
axd repair,

(L) Camels are still a problem. Soveral were lost or
broken up. lorc were constructed, and in mid-June four large
camels fabricated at Subic arrived to help solve the pmblems
associated with the laclk of water camels. :

(5) The Operations Control Center contimued to expand
its supervision of cargo offload efforts, The OCC radio room -
increased to a threc-man watch, plus a messenger, covering
three radio circuits. By mid-Junc, the Operations Duty Officer
maintaincd his watceh station throughout the night while a perma=
rent daytime officer wea oppointod to suporvise 0CC activitios,

. During the three months, Port Services grew from 4O to
7 men,

de Service craft:

(1) Assets have been increased during this reporting
period by the roturn of TD-195, the arrival of YTB-779 frcm Subic
Bay, the roturn of APL-5 fram Yokosuka and the addition of two
pontoon ferries which were built locally.

(2) is of 20 June the Division included § officers and
236 enlisted men,

(3) "Thore was no chango in primuay mlssion during thio
roporting period.

(4) Rate of flow of water from the Monkey Mountain Site
decroased from 6,000 p2llons/hour to 3,000 gallons/hour, Efforts
aro now undarvay to build a daa on the boach and pump wator to
thu YW. This should bring the cambined flow back.to approximately
6,000 La.llon.s/hour.

e. lighterage:
(1) During the past quarter, 127 trips wore made to Hue.
and 33 to Cha Ial, The previous quarter had 1§ runs to Hue aml
28 to Chu lai,
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(2) On 24 May 1966, four Navy LALCs arrived in DaNang.
These were supplemented by six additional IARCs ‘on 13 June., On
18 June, a detachment of the 334th Transportation Company, U.5.
Army, reported to COMNAVSUPPACT for temporary duty with 10 LARCs.

(3) Throo 1€Us wero sont to SRF Subic for overhaul and
one was returned. ‘Iwelve new ICUs wore received in DeNang,
bringing tho total at the end of the quarter to 21 ICUs in DaNang
and 5 in overhaul at Subic Bay. At the end of the quarter 27
1CM-8s wore assigned at DaNang. :

IEPATR

The mission of the Repair Dopartment is to mintain, repair
and overhaul boats and eraft assigned to COMNAVSUPPACT DANANG,
to provide maintenancoe and repair support to M/ARKET TIMNE craft,
and to lend all feasible support to units of the fleet, 1STS
Ships and other coumand., _

The functions of the department include; dry-docking services,
including hull and machinery repairs to docked craft; technical
assistance to craft of the command; ship-to-shop slectiienl amd
machinery repairs; engine chenge and overliuls; and oniverd
repairs to all boits and erafi essizned.

From 1 April through 30 April, the Repair Group functionod
as a division within the Operations Department., On 20 April 1966,
YR=-70, AFDI~23 and YTlD~28 arrived on station. Two days later
AFDL~23 went into full operation, docking its first LCU for shaft
rcpairs. YR-70 went into full service five days efter arrivel |
vith the start of its first c¢ngine averhaul job,

On 1 May the B4R Division bocamo thoe Repeir Depertmont of
Naval Support Activity, DaNang. On 10 May the LSD Boathaven was
relieved ard the Repair Departmont cssumed full responsibility
for repair and maintenance of NAVSUFPACT DANANG craft.

AFDI~23 arrived on station 22 April and has been in use 97
porcent of tho time since its arrival,

Dupartinental pursonnol strength grew steadily throughout
the period until the strength as of 20 Junv was one LCDR, three
LTs and 249 enlisted personnel. ; )

Due to limited space on YR-70 for engine overhaul, a pontoon
causeway section was brought alongside and shops built on it,
This doublod the availeble shop space and provided a2 space where
nultipls engine banks could be worked, YR-70 did not have space
for this.

Outside electrical and engine ship facilities were estabe
lished on the causeway sections at Tion Sha. This provides a
capability for many minor repairs away {rom the YR and cuts down
congestion alongside YR-70,
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DILLINGIAM continued to dredge the boat basin, The compls=-
tion date of the basin and shcet pile sea wall was set for
October 1966,

¥* 9% 3 H

111-8

e e



