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DECLSSIFIED

alr14 N1 STA LZRDS3 SU'MA'QY
D'acwber 1968

DurIng the month Operation SZA LMIS continued to expand the U. H. }avy

area of operations on the In'-and waterways of the III and IV Corw Tactical

Z'oneS. 4orking -4th both U. ',. and Vietnamese gronmd jnit., th'j cowbined

efforts of~ t~e three aiav7 task ;o)7ee. nada 3i'± f-4w.t imJrl$3 :..rn a *-'Z

I *.I I -n,,4

f2itang ?-rovince and alczn; tle omcxan bordar *ýn the Saacl, lzzro 7ianh "txi 7ýn

To Canal. Canbined 79R/A.PB patrols on the Rach Gla-Long Xuten CiLzi.l were

su, n.1•rrc, ed by frequent ieg;onal Foree (RP) xwep along the canal ban1kcs. Cn

the Vinh To en=W oppoaiticn encountered early in the month was met by occasional

employment of HYan C.DG sweeps and adding ATCts to the p~trol force until

falling water levels prevented ATC operations late in the wotth. An ATC Was

also .auployed with the PC?'s operating on the Rach Giang Thanh. Here it was

found that night patrols using night observation devices gave the patrol unit-

an advantage over the eneam in ambush situations. U. Na. Nvy SSAL operations

were also carried out along the Vinh To Canal early in the month. EnemW appo-

"sition to these two interdiction campaigns decreased aignificantly toward the

end of December.

A third interdiction campaign was initiated with Operation GIA'T SLINC-.

SHOT on 6 Deomber. River Patrol Fore* and Mobile River•ne ?ore* unita have

"oerated on the Van Co Tay and Vam Co Dong up to 35 4les went and 50 mile"

northwest of Saigon in an effort to cut enemy infiltration tr-2 the "Parrot's

G"OUP 4 •nclosuro (j.)
Downgraded at 3 Year intervals
Declassified afteur 12 years
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OEC-ASSiIED

COAý7TAL SUT:111i'0C? J S'~ rrm .1y

December 1968

Coast~al activity ±ncrea3ed during% Decemb~er as detections of Junkcs

and sampans roso by nearly 15,,000 to 47,,814. Task F'orce 215 *anita checkced

UL "rerent o? t-s or-.t. detacted by.)r-.t out 19,686 LwpAc-.-1:n a -d

.A,53boad~~.A t~tal )t 1,"? 7:33= 'are rod :'r-r -Ad

ý,a rer~s orohr tsicos.1t.it. ers .e- ,OI ~n ~

st.3el-hullad 70854615 in "-Z~..LT.::. argai =narig the msonth. ;.o xis-olciouzs

acti-d11 -gas dinclosed by the 970 inspections and 82 boarrting air~iad out.

to check these vvs~seJ... In~ addition to normal suryniLi'.nce voorations in

the MAI4TCT ME areas, "Swift" boats aassimed patrol duties on the lower

portions of the Ceo Chienp Htan Iong andi Soirap Riv~jrso This permitted

redeployiaent of Task Force 1.16 patrol cratft for Operation SEA LCRDS1

counter infiltration campaigns. On the rivers,, PCF"s of Task Force 1.15

detected 31l,687 craft,, inspected 2,407., and boarded 6,617.

Naval gunf ire sup-port and river intrusion operations also incre~ased

during December* Of the 43 rivar operations carried out, all but two took

place in IV CTZ as a part of Operation SEA LOýflS. Also in support of

Operation SEA LORDS,, two "'Swift" boats conducted dail.y patrols of the PRach

Giang Thanh to counter enesy infiltration along the Camibodian border.

Hostile fire was encountered on 23 of the river incursions,, re.ultigi

three USN and one V7t, killed,, 28 US1N and one V'rN wounded, and 2.7 ~'S,-ift"

boats d&Xagi~d. Bam losses to gunfire from the ':4AA:-UT TIV-Z unit~io during

Enclosure (2)
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the river raids and 889 additional gunfire support mLssions came to I1,405

craft and structures destroyt plus 1,s06 heavily damaged, 119 killed

(69 body count plu- 51 probable), and 47 wounded (10 body count plus 37

!;n t.. =.=Lag of 6 D3cimaoerj, ?C7 _-6 &nd .-07 88er-3 o~Lu

,,. •n:l..I .•• hea tney 'itsre nýu~hed :3eve Ml• ortaea ,)f

the hostile fire as th" cleared the ambush area. Th craft beached at T-'%

Phos a short distance upriver, to care for the nine arwmen wounded (t.hree

seriounly). In additions one crewman "s killed in the action and one V•I .

lost overboard and another wounded. ;o0 B-40 or re4ollees rifle rounds

scored direct hits$ howeverp both eraft were damaged by numerous small

arm3 hits, During the return downriver thrugh the ambush area, covar

was provided by a Task Force 116 light hali.opter fire team that saturated

the enwa positions with roekots and. machine gun fire. Due to the dense

cover along both banks the onea was unseen throughout the -ngag.kdnt and

euicW losses were unknown.

On the morning of 10 December, ?CV 70 and PCF 39 entered.the Cua Dai

i•yer 12 miles southeast of Danang to take eneaV bunkers upriver under fire.

As the two craft were proceeding back out to sea after destroyinz seven

bunkeras heavy automatic weapons fire was receiyed froM three sitea at

Euclosure (2)

2

.- . . .. . ..



D CLAS1 1:1ED'
LL

ver7 close range. The enemy fire was returned kicing at least one

Viet Cong. After clearing the area, the craft proceeded to the Coastal

Group 14 base for treatent of fire wounded crewmen. A navai. gunfire

su,-port mui.jsion was fixed oa tae~ *MbUzh 3it~a b7 Z6 ZIMi. Z".

mi5 m m±s ort' of "-aai2'v on 'V-- L1.th, ? -c~ as ca1 ocd

for urge.t =aril zutifir-v 3u.o iyort. responaýLng .iith 39 -unas

of wrtar Lire, the enemy attac c repulsed. A eweep of r-.e =Mar

revealed aight bodies and numerous blood trails plas other human parts

indicating heavy enemy lose~s.

An Operation SA LQ* M 13sgion on 27 December took six "Swift"

boats sunported by helicopters, fixed wing air strikes and a Seventh

7leet deatroyer into the pruviously unpenctrated Hang Ho, Bo Gui and

Dam Doi riyers. o'. north up adjoining canals, the LT H I -'.'

uanits probed a Viet Cong headquarters area near the southern tip of

Vietna•r During the five-hour-long operation, 30 sampaus, 15

stractures and four river barriers were destroyed. Another 30 sampans

and 24 structures were daaged. During a brief but intense battle, as

the craft headed back to sea via the Cua !An River, one Viet Con& was

killed and t-io creimen received =sor wouns.,

On the nmght of 26 December, PC? 88 closed the shore three miles

west af Ha Tian to illuminata a possible contact. The iJlJuminution

Enclosure (2)
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4 JýGASWJED
rounds ampparently revealed the positi'.ni of a KChmier Kampuchea Kr="

(MM) and Vies Cong unit because a fire fight broke out between the

two units ashore that lasted for several hours. Frier1Jy unito at
H•a Tien stated they were aot involved a.• a 4l~•-c re-.A a •

•-. 7 "icnra':d.d.,

r.-.

i,'.a ls

Enclosure (2)
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DECLASSIFIED

Deceber 1968

The operations being conducted in support of Operation SEA LJIL,.

e~g,, Operation GI.VNT SLI1G•HCT, Vinh Te Canal C.rea.mn and Lach 04-

Long X•uyen Cna3l Cap.n, have taken some .-1TATM.2 units -)ef -h iac

r_7mrs o•) tle Zelta. Accora'ig-n., t"•- '.uas )enn a s.ond.in *ec-asu

when•o•ng hese =ýh.t-q 1a lz de~nse 3.r-.aa ;IJ :ýo-ntl_'ttin '-d c,-"t.

&.ssiduauz lise :i ,jrs'riouo acrsc ~nd .IdCJal I -I 4~ce '&:C GM-un

commanders have positioned their =emýinz.aa, patrols to coumnter the ant-' in

the most active areas. this has balanced somewhat the decrease in detect-

ions and search and is believed to be the beat solution possible under the

abov circumstances, To further offset the decreased patrol capability of

. the major rivers by CLAUL ,'AU.D units, POE's of TF l1.5 began p•atrolling the

lo.er Ham LIong River as part of Operation SEA L'.2DS. On 12 Deaember TF 115

"". further tasked with patrolling the lower Co Chien and Soim.p rivers as

part of 3EA LOODS. On 28 December T? 115 relieved T1 116 of patrol respon-

sibilities of the lower Ham Luong and Co Chien rivers. During this mouth

?!?!'Is of T1 116 detected 190,913 watercraf^t ;nd conducted 45,313 insoect-

* ~ions and 81.,218 boardin~gs.

Intelligence reports during the muonth looked for the start of the

-.. enw0's winter-sprLig offensive. Initial reports indicated theft a rge

sc.ale offensive could be expected by the 22nd of the month, this Was

-RC•L, 4 Enclosure (3)
Downgraded at 3 year intervals

Declassified after 12 years GUI T;
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later revised to the 25th and even aLly w" forecast to occur 3ometime

in J3nuary. The delAy in the start of the offensive was attribut•i to

the aoprehension of a considerzble um]ber of ene' sapper/comao-lainoon

a~ents wilthin the Capital :!lito.x-r District and the dinr'ptive o.fatt of

a)I a cd oaerationz, in particular thi 01Cwih th.* 7 hM CO

ij;;V7aui Co %q riyorm, on menee ~rwvr w: )f eonnai. and

'Tharv er-9 four attck3 agirir =r-izi;r taiz- rni -ý- :.;..x .....

tirin, -.hi r--porting perio4a. .ýi Veceser, aA i-n% detoar=.=s

-atdr5 anteyn of rhe ~i CýýH!Lk &.-AId ,c Ck) moetors a.jead :)L i., 2

*vith no friwndl.7 casualtias or daugo. Qn 4 Decemaber, a dstonatilai occurred

~midships, outboard side, of the 83 KARA which w"s mortrd a.2ong~ldAv the Shell

Pier at the NJha Be Fuel Farm. The vearel suffered miir dmage 'ut there

•we. rno friendly casualties. On 17 Decbaur, the KGTS ship &11 WJA= 1%\,iN

came under attack while proceedli north on the Long Tau. A111 rackets Missed

the ship. Un 20 December, 'he 35 PION'- .L!G waa attacked b7 rzckA-n about

13 miles south-eouthiamt of Saigon with no friendly casualtI ,-s.

On the evening 2f 1 Dacuaber, a PBR on routine patrol encow-ftered a

junk 75 feet away from the quay wall at Tra On sub-sector compound, about

10 miles southeast of Can Tho. When apmroachod by the M°1s tnu 4-ank

exploded. In'vestiation reve.led that three persons were in th junk as

well an a 105-m howitser rommd ri&.ýed as a booby trap. I"he trio had

earlier atteupted to take the booby trap into the Tra On sub-sector compound

but we" turned away and told to duu; it into the river. 7ho r.tio rtma,,,d

Bxc2losisre()
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on the river ap -rod.~x~tely ona hour pri~or L'j il ary-j-7a.1 u.C 1ýh ?ig 8 *

* Aftar the 31nr* exploded, the PE-1111 apprortchud1 tha TAra ýii sub-sjctr

co.poiard. !Jp;)n recei~ving~ tw'o sn~inpr rounds 16im thd towa co~iplUA they

W~ith-*r~W, A3 t-Il- 771 *.4er3 W J-thdrwm , n ,%alwiol in the

-144 ~1t&

-rit *s 'n ='an oound -ýw .3 :n ' as a

*+ils -. :i :juvrci2.nca pat~-n. in t.'e -*v',nizg a;' 2

Sea'i',1vies 76 and 731 obse~rve. 12 samwp'ns, .bout 1.2 milas northeast oX [Lacki

Ma., In the prvcesi o: loadingjroloadinig*'.!%e prcoceiadtm. to p.Lace iralitp2.

strikes on the tarr,.-t tmtil they had mcaxper4d a.L1 of their "caz"..tion. Thftj

oberved three direct rock.it hit3 on extremely heavi1ly1oaided su~p~zis tji

ocetip&rnt-s and other l.oading 'oersonnalJ hit by h~avy w.?ozts fire.. Daag

e'Btilmtes were six zaaipans destrmqed anid six da~vZd. -neuiy *vrioana].

casualties were listad a3 eiiht probably killed and svwin prmbably woun.ded.

There were no U, 5 cujulaltia3.

TU 116,703 proceeding to an haxass.-mnt and ixiward~iction ziýs"L ini

response to intelligence on the raorninrg or 12 Deceeb+,r came tinder hoavy

auatowatic-mreaponn ard B-40 rocket fire frvm both bankmc of a can&! 5

ldilometere east of Si. Dec. 'Ino coyer boat. waa hit by a iý-4O rocket which

caused It to lorw 3teeri-ng control. Ahan thc lead bo.~t re~vermod couarse

in order to makce a, covrin,3 firing run both units aga-in came uinder Intenvis

3 DECLI ftA1



DECLASSIFIED

.3-409 reoilleaw- rifle and auto Jwtic-w'ar)On.3 fire. Both boats received

D-40 and ntuerou3 weapons hits. Sewaol+v.s and additional P-303 e caae to

the a.sistsance af the attacked boato ar" tey were abl1 to withdraw to

a fr innd.). outpoot. rjath b,3ats b~ac-d and Lle woundmd war-; Luiývac.ad

b7 b3ut,rv*. h.1?E 1 -3 • .h a " n t.•'+d to 'a C 1Ai -

=U&d ouit. After :aA.e3atir. -- ,a -.:v -' ."s towed ;,o Ia "ee. ":n.-a!"

casu.-aties were two killed in 3actloa and fourau w•n4oda-I. Zneng-y csualteiws

b.sed m a report of a reliable Vietnamese a,"nt were placed at 17 kil"ad

by PER aM Sa.'iof fire.

At approxm.-itely three of clack in the x rnlng +n 13 DPc1ier, ?s.

731 -und AS?,-112-5 w*.-* patrollinp the 7am Co TV7 River, as part. of -p.era,-

ti-in CIDAT '-C'IYHT, when they were ambmahed 8 miles southoast :f A,2 Hoe..

The ambush sits was 100 metors long on both banks of thi yivar with one .50

caliber machine gun at each end of tie site on the north bank. Liitial

firing by the enemy knocked out comminications on -rimary radios an both

boats. Artar about 15 Minutas the AtXV-1 .,as able to contact "hte spucWa".

forcw parsoonel at :•oc Ho& in a PiC-25. 'No Arny gunships were scrazbled

to go to the aid of the boats. The PSR wid ,03B returned the fire of the

enemy and the Aruy gunships made one firing run on the north ban! suppress-

ing fire. Additional P3i's, AP'?U's and S3a4oY*e3 were sent to the area

Enclosur' (3) -'
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to proyide su~curditys The FD!'.~n bentchad an~d t"!, -mtr.z1~d Mer~vpfld. The

A-OPB with PI-Os arni Sioawol'ps proyidinl a--curity wto towed to Nlyuun Plhone

The PLK proce-idto1 W. LLM4-13 u.~i -r its ownl powtor. 'he 2 had suf ired

.-he ý,C-7 an n~umerous sm...L2 a'= hiwx X.Cý±LM U-1 'tiýL'ad

rockt, .I-re &6bout. 25 miil&is west. -> Fhu CrotT--e - e r :.r d

the3 'nitS clae the kill zone. aoolves 3criimblodi anr4 airýiltional

aurfacos un~its c-za- undor attack ).bout 3~a na.or th-4,nothwest o.%- Aip Hoa

while enrou.t, to the scone. An ArAy hialo tsam which had also lbtnscab

pleza4. a tstr~ike in the nZ.a and the U~iFT provided cover sal~d securit, f:), the

*?1ý0. Thuir oiý the miore aritival2lr ivoundd ;;vjyri -were r.-devactid) or~e .)r

thve sutbse~quatly die.d of wuunds* Two, ot.h~ar PBi~i peri~or.e1 wera

wounded* £rnmy loan** &re uniacown.

'W&U.. trwaitinsg souith on Umi Co Dang ldvor mid-attarnf.)GT1 on .29

flbcenber, MPEa' 0131 #M a134, Gi4 .11 ;T U.(-4C1X TU 194.9.4, receiy.ei

2-40 rocket and autorAt±co-weapons rirg fr-:i the 3ou.th bank or tbJ~ rivvr

about fly* milesu south off TU7 N.nhe 'rho units r-eturned the fire3 czni cleared

the area. One rakekt r~ruck VDR 8134 starbo~rd side coxvwiai £1:. Aro

plate causin- massive ihrapnal da~iioe. 1.'..', caV±iu.Iie& 'or,3 the pAtrol
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officer and three others woundedq one of them seriously. Enemy

casut.ties urn unknown*

During the month# a number oC enuy arm caches were uncovered and

seized. A listing of the it=u seized at the larger caches mny be found

on jioZ. of enclosure (5). In addition to thi, arms caches •'L --ncidents

'079.fl -n1i:i1.J U..Zlien occurredi. ,n• of thene fmas a 3u~cen sm.an

-I• tha,e ! 1ýal -.3 -P tile I=,• ,L•on.- -U'-r, •n .... cnarlc•.nea :iz.r ,=h•rin~le

i-7?; tta &- sm 4tin .3 ,-.e :n~~ : tat.

llad %sed ••wvi-)us17 as a 7int Cong uedical ±iJ az.a. :d .ir

incident iznvol.ed an ARsholdi ;ir tound aboard a -satar tazc-. -r-.,cut "he

pro.%er Faner f3r the 46 bottles of vaow• type anti-botl c3 'e "rs

tranaporting. H.e 4"aa urned over to the 3enior Advisor Klan 2oa PrvInce

for disposition. A routine izsp-ction of a junk by a Ps?1 on 15 Decumber

rtsulted in the confiscation of over Z700 pounds of U.3. Handcla:3.

*owdered milk and 60 gallons of Fandcaap salad oil by U. 2.. authorities

and the turning over of 3100 pounds of unwmni2eeted surr t5 .ILO !V Tho

for di!3position.

Suclosuro 0
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tri1flI &~$~LT'OfiCE 7t

Iliverine warfare in Dencember van atvain characterized 177 intetdice

U o nq escozt and patrol, base area seach and paci~'ication operat-lons,

'"ral1 =4t actiona over ,eida areas in U±aj loa., *,U.n l"kng, Choung Thian.,

=d Az ",eIrru trov'izces accouzrted for 454 U.-t Cong =.11d. ~ ~ vrn

3rzou- .U4ýiA iNgatio= -,.-re "onf.Ia~d :or tha nct opar to a t±7 nta

F rovince, azd ths suppor-t oa the 2nd Zri.Taa2n U~,.3 'It.h :mfarr47

Uvlxian, :!obgeo 3iv~exir- Orouip M~AI0 operatia conaistad law.e1.7 of a

vaxriety ot special opea-tions In the southern delta rer±on in coordination

vi~th unts of tli.* 2nd, 3r n Lt attions of ?iatncxn.* Marine Corps,

The fo11o4.zmg table shows river vazaault craft axplaymsnt in 8 typical

daiy in Deceirber and is indicative of the praent1 so"~ of operationes

*ACTV=/OPM?ýT103i IM CILAZT AzS'_.z

ASPB ATVC 2¶CN CC3 n.7IMI3
2znd Bri-ade, V. S, 9th
Infantry 13 32+2Z 6 2

2nd B~attalion VaM Brigade 2 25 6 1

Opeain3IAI NLflStiSIOT 11 14 3 3

Vinh To Ca.-Taiggn

~Ivahia.- Long XuywC ampaign 2 2

Chop to C-'. 116.9 3 1

TVITU Trai=Lng

"~obile Irverxdxne Base RA"l Defense 5 10 2 1

m~U -up 4nclosura (4i)
Dcwngraded at 3 7ec.r intervals
Declassified after 12 yeanre
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ACTI' /OP7RAT.OTj (CONT 'D) ASPB ATC YON CCB rEM,,'•LR

'-Aobi.e niZvorz. fBae "Bu Defen.e 1 8 1 2

Support CTO 117,1 2

Support CT, 117,2 2

Casua1t7 report 2
•uI¢ov --••r•a i 2 7 1 1 .

CnozD to """;

ICTAL L4 1C 20 10 4

During Decemberj Mobrila Hiverins Group ALM engag-,d in a searie

of operations (designated KidnaV Flush) designed to keep conztant premu..

on the Viet Congo With frequent insertions in Ham Long, Mo CaV and Truo

Oiang districts of Uan Haoa Provincs AM -round elements continued to

seek out snd destroy the enemy. These operations employ riveriras, Jr and

ground assets and have produced significant attrition a ainst the enem-y.

The daily toll to the Viet Cong has been approxinately 10 dead coupled w•ith

loss of supplies and equipment. Of the mary detainees taken during these

actions, about 20 percent are subaequently classi.Zied as Viet Cong, whle,

the remainler are deterxined to be innocent civilians,

SNght ambush patrols have now been incorporated into the operatiora

of the 3/60th Infantry. This is a definite chazgo in ) procecbisp as

niEhht 1r.ding~s "ere previously avoided am too dangerous. The procedure

being followed is to rest t•e troops daring the day, land them after dark,

nclosure (h)
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ar4 extract thiem the foilawirn,~ no.-Tinw, This is the awue method rnicceac-

A1uLV. a~nlored by uwdto of the !Iizrh ZzWantrzy Divi*1din in Long An Pr~vince

and last zionth In 0-iong Tran U.strict of Kian Hoe Provinlce,

DumirL. tho mor-th flMn 92 -with izfntx7 u,*arkeds escoxted two Ar=7

vxpr17r corvoys corrpoad of LOU 's and DC'- ar~fong T=r to the Special

7ozrves cg=e 'cat 'Icoa, Zirected -Pz= a enzar =d c31.tral '(w1±copters

these coznvqy3 -in" heavily support,-ed '.y art±ller~s ansa~it, '.iccpter

companias and onbarkad troops and pr-oceeded via the Choi Cao Cark*l, Vain Co

and Vmn Co '-q rivers, * Th conxvoys are povidiNg supporb for airfield im-

provement in tbe 1Moa 1loa area.

BAD 1.32 'wdtI six ASP3'a Trm P2AS 9 and 11 sailed to O "All on 30-

Movtezrber and chapped to MT 1.17,1 on I. December, The units then joined

elem~ents of To" L6 in Operation C!IM1I S$LrNM~OT in the Varn Co Ts7 and V=r

Co Dong rivers, CTG 194.0, FIRST SEA LORD; directs the conduct of this

operation.

Tba 2Wl.oawing hontilo iire irxidant3 are selected to briedly ourt-

lire the c satac wundoz whieh two Navymm were killed in action and

seven sailom6 wer woundes4

1. Whle insortir4, an Aiiq iate13.igene gathairr1'ig on Finge

RfteonrAisancs Pa',rl (LZW.P) at a Position 3 =ilea soutknact aA)Y- Thos

units of nA ~ received B-4o rocket wAn A/W tire. ATC-91-8 received thr

B-40o rocket hitas one forward and two below the waterline. One U, . 15.A

soldir uua lcilledp ei~ht were wovnded -ind seven Naviy axwaten were wov

* Encloenire (4)
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2* On an Clperation ::~~J7 L:s3ion an 24 D~ecember. two

AZ?3 Is enrouto to a preplaz~ed anibwah sitwe u4th 1st Air Cavalx7 cewr~ta

an oads wn ur ±r fr at, a position 7 rdlos south ol .e r Uoa on the.

Vam Co !Xng X-wwr. Zurlng the attacks tha boat captain ag A-51-5, LZ2e.

'Wlw a 101:r-fl U3N1, =s :.41 ed, Another erewawa irs 'Mumded* There 'Ms

Ahi17 1iqr nzt . to the A.301B'S,

On 27 1;ec:miber at 21C59?, a ,petral in slirort. o.f Opzrat±i

S7A LX=lr ar4 consxtixg of one AS3 thrae rjt~~s =~d ore A7IC -=as procecdina

south oni the :saah Ifla - Lon~g &z7en CaA-al irhn the patrol -no atta~ckd at

apo-sition 3 miles northeast of flach Gia, One sailor was kcilled arA tbree

others vere woundod as the A2TV rse i'rud,-hr B-40 -rockt hits -olm was

returned ws the patrol idthdraw to tha south, ~Noo wSoawof" M. wern

scrmbled arA placed atrikes on the uurpected erwq positions,

"MA.C"K .t' 117,2 C I

The ;Ixst. fivo day's of the monthb vre utilized for the completioni

a. boat -Ant lrsnc in Preparation d"Or sbequent operutiofl5.

On 5 Decembers U8 15 -:ot underzway fzom the IM-L at Can Tho Adtli

30 assaul1t arwtt for orperstions in bass area 480, Three so~anies of tho

4th B~attalion 7'.Z ca= aboard on 6 December and the task unit proc~eeded

to the area to begin operations which lasted until the 11th. Throu,-hoiit

the period V21C troops conduictad ground atjeeps in selected locaitlons ard

the RIAC patrolled in the -ee~ral area vithin a 2.0 mile radius to tha south

and noutheaat of KCien hu26- on the Ca± Lon Uiver, 1Ener raaztiofl to the 1, W

Enclosure (14)
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prseence cae in tho for• or 12 3-40 roaktst ambu.h- m durin.3 the p' xriod*.

The fir* was returned and suppresued in all but the one instance La -vich

there were friindly troops in the area. Two "acaalt craft were dar-ed as

a result of these actions and four U wounded .n Lo 3eputi occcusion5,

9-W rounds bocanm locdigs in the stynfomu on an .;%-C and a Zippy, and IA'.L•d

to detonate. T.is oA1r-tion provsdi z, "•ne -e W" ".h' a- t successfIul to
data andS r"',it.-d in 55 7"1,, CjrL Ullado -ýr-L ine fr_-indly : W ..... od

:n addti~on to the Lirge body 2ount, a '7t C4n prison vsmp wa, .iscVered -"

by ",MC units, roisuaItin in the releace )f 1 Vietnatose prisonrum, -ar 31

tons of wcvarmov, asemition and military sU:'p.is were captured or dustroyd.

The units returned to the 0? an 11 December.

The Mobile Rivvrine Force concept was project-d into the open sea for

the first time attendant to the conduct of Operation 6.LV:v. N4ACL (TO 194.2) in

the weetern end ot the Cua L1n River. Operati¶ng as units of tO;prtion

SZ•A LLMD3, monitors, AjPB's and ATCGS, •ith one zm•bil.- strike force cup..rW y

"from Binh Thuy embarked, began late on the niet of 16 Daeember and tMransitad

"Phong Dinh# Chuong Thien and ,ien Giang provinces e-nd th3 west.•rn co'-,st of

-- ..... •outh Viatnax in 36 hours. M4ean.hile, the US3 :42'CM1 (AP339) w#ith another

.. F towp.v and a 30 man U=/1,D element amb.rked, EW JA, . (A,••23) ;.nd

U33 DT-,II C~eNITT (L;'839) (su ~r/z%.eupp1y LzT) pro-coeded to the r'wn-

: d.Ydor s point in the Gulf of Thailand in thrve separate trptnaits via -,he

., 3Oth China So& and arenld the aouthern tip of Viutraum, 'tou.h seas delayed

the comeencemant of rh* opmrtion deni m.l to dt~stroy a series of 212 fish

ZncJoaur, (4)
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trap type barricades *e~cted actwe the waesre and of the Cua Un Ri'ver. ..

tawk unit succeeded in ta'anstitn the shallow with the aid of a •23T1 Junk

pilot, Strike to•aa were positioned on the barx and Ltl7V/OD urAts co=mXened

destruction of the barricades, :Meting 1±,ht en= -resistanca, the SILVER

:.CZ Jforces had =Tlated barrica denst.-zxtlou on the zc±nr o• a 2 zaeemm

box, and t-he taszc unit "ecgan withdrawal -, the area.

On 31 DeoNberp during :eooc-•issa;ice in force opertions alon; the I-

Can Cao Caril in the arva 1ý-20 riles cutbest of rfaeh Gia, eneW ambsahe-

a'ai.nat the as.,ault craM, prodced signLftcant friendly cahnltiees tan im

occasions, '43)41 uWciaa to land units of the 2nd ud 3d batta~ion V:;s 2
BAC 15 cratt, encountered B-40 rockeat and autoaiatdc veapow (AAJ) Mirs fra

both barks at 31.OI&0H. Althom-h erar fire was retuxned and suppressed -

ore ATC and oe monitor more damavked by roeket hits and seven CSN e ere

woUnded. Later that rirht between 1950 and 2045N,, in the &e a=eap the

RAE, at.ain with 7,IM• troops aboard$ coa ua)Icr attack three times and re-

ceived 40 to • 0 B4 rockets and heavy AA1 Pire. ATC-151-12 received four

B-40 hits, ATC-152-13 received one B-40 hit and AM-151-6 sustaired tbres

B.40 hits producing heavy casualty Cigareu of 10 USNO 28 'rC and 3 VWJ

wnrded. Ene7 Lire was returned by the -UC in all cases and at 2145 two

"Seawolf" -unhips and USAF "Spoot" expended 21,000 ronds on the suspected

a=7~ positions.
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US"N SiTATISTICAL 3ZMrAra

ROML~~ TMfl GAM I-AAMM AOBTLE flIVr* FOICI

i OCte±c h•9,264 190,913 *
znspeetiaw 20,656 451ý134-
Cft detaine• 0 *
Boardings IL3 *

ýa.s c aind 1,11"4..

.~dt •C¢ o.-'-

71st Ccng XI.Mcta 266 75
* i08t,, fir £im nc:Ldent3 23 *26

, .-- :b. Wo•mde 28B)-7= (30 -723I!J8US/7TI•
c. Captured 5 0 22

a. Ufl.ed 3 4 (1-V4) 2 7 2/ 7 20

6 Tl T=",-3 7211
c. Catured 0 0 .
d. a s.sing 0 o h 0A

nwq nmterial losses:
"a. Detroyod: -

(1) 'PM•Is or9 sa.fl~s 669 106 131
(2) Structures 736 152 1,276 .

b* Ciature
(1)imik ors * 9 33
(2) "eapcni5 * S PC 2 2,452*.
(3) Amzm.icn) (r.oa3) * S3M PA3 2 32,7 ýýK

(4*is ts 1+ 30
C. Dama e ,

01) Junks or vamsaaz, 313 72*
(2) Structures 693 113 *
().. r a i-t0 losses:

a. Dest ed:A, i( ) S m Z ' : r . t 0 0 0
.6- (2) He•licopter 0 0

(1) Surface craet 17 17 23
(2) Helicoptr s *0

.,90 misi * * *.

•R .Iws: * formatic not aMlicable or not available t•is date.
**nrcJ.u4ss 2.,327 grenadea.

Th.l ticauioo 221 B-40 rockets., 115 :wrta'r ms, aryl 8 leang.-ors
torpede.

GR0Uo • -ceosore (5)
Dc grade at 3 year inter•aJ."
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NAVAL ADVISO?! ORCU? STr1?APB,
Lecumber 1,Y'-

?our more PCF's were turned over to the Vietnamese Nfavy (VhI) this

month to bring the total of 7W PC.'s to 12, On 27 December, two PCF's

conducted the f.rist •T river patrol in conjunction vith Orperation SEA

IOrcDS --±en the Cai Lon '.Rier was penetrated into areas never before reached

by V12 craf. This first zission was designed as a familiarization1 vith

SMA LORDS operations; there was no enmW contact made during the 25-mile

trip* In addition, derivative benefits came from a VTh craft flying the

Vietnamese flag throughout the passage and in the small Delta village of

tK±en Hung,

Brigade A, Vietnamose Marine Corps (WNMC)s composed of the lst a• d

2nd Infantry Battalions and Batte7r B, V13 Artillery Battalion, operated

in the vicinity of Tay Ninh under the operational control of the 25th ARVN

Difantry Division during Operation SONG THAN, The brigade met with no

significant enez7 contact during the deployment of 1-9 December. On 10

December, the brigade retired to the base cramp at Thu Duc,

Brigade B was composed of the 4th Infantry Battalion and Battery D,

VL= Artillery Battalion from 1 through 18 December and participated in

Operation SOW THAN under the operational control of the Zlst ARVN leaf.

"Division in Chuong Thien Province. On 10 December, the i,.arines were c.

"with U enemy killed and 6 captured along with a large quantity of we

and amunition. The VN marines suffered seven wounded during this t

The 2nd Infantry BattaLioa relieved the 4th Infantry Battalion on ,

Gt!OUP 4 Enclc
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and on 24 December the 3rd Infantry Battalion Joined the bri-ade. On

28 December the maxines, under the operational control of the 21st ARVN

Infantry Division, participated in amphibious operations in close coordina-

tion with the U. S Mobile Piverira TForce i:n the northern U-i'Ih Forest

area, On:i - December the marines incurred 28 wouznded when the 11S crat

in "ihich tAhey -m.-e ridizg came under enar,7 attackc, A fire_2ht ensued

with unknown emeray casualties,

The newly instituted A~mhibious Taszc Force (AT?), composed of bhe

3rd Infantry Battalion, Mf RAG 21/33 and the ARQV 7th and 9th Infantry

Mvfovsijs•§eýuan conducting operztions in the My Tho/Een Tre areas this

mcnth and participated in operations SOX TEAN and MW FIUSR. The

fledging ATF recorded little enan" contact during its first month of

operations,

The 5th and 6th Infantry battalions operated in and arwouind Td lath

this month conducting recor. issance-in.force and small unit patrols on

indivrdft. assignments. The 5th Battalion waas co=mitted to the U. S. l st

Air Cavalry Division and the 1st Airborne Brigada while the 6th Battalion

pursued the enerm under the operatioral control of the ARVN 5th and 25th

lnfantry DMviasions.

2.
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rrv/r--T/:C STA=TETCAl =-~ttWfY

VMTTVS- IAVYs
tAi1lvkwerwre Slearchix Detained

135.8 35.0' 17o363 652212 39

SL5. LL. 12 , 0^7 3 ,3' 6 30
V7 6.6. 6$3 7 o0 552 32.1 2

?.-2 N112 39.7 32.0 2,335 io,-265 7 31

'WERU1IE &MIZL
C.MU 130.0 1l8.7 9,, 4 5 30,143 0 0

VCAfJA: - TA 53 Conturod 22 :3dot Ltalnod L

12,11-c -A 11 t A 97

*?rovAod 51 ý.Um- ýorupm-nzi

ozcY h ~~cst~ (7)
%.mnrp-ded at 3 Year -inter-mir
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AD CIVIC ACTION OPERATIONS
December 196,.

This month 25 Ho± Cbanhs rallied to naval forces. The total for

this year stands at 235, uh±ch is a 46 percent increase over last year's

tital. The vast majority (153) of these people. have rallied during the

last fmur months.

In conjmcticr with Cperation G-=IT SLiGShOT, laud speaker opera-

ticns were conducted extensively along the Vam Co Deng River. Quick

reaction leaflet drops and aerial loudspeaker broadcasts exploited the

psychological culnerabilities of the enemy generated by the presence of

U. S. 'Naval forces, and tu particular Navy SEALs, in the areas of the

Cai Lon$ Bo De and Ong Doc rivers, the Rach Gia-Long Zuyen Canal and

Phu Quoc Island. The presence of U. S. hrces along the Rach Gia-Long

Xuyen Canal has had a strategic effect upon pacification by gaining

vital lines of communications and allowing refugees to resettle in

their former homes =nder secure conditions. Psythological operations in

this area were also conducted in the form of EDCAP and MILCAPS to

solidify the gains made in the p .t'co program. The response of

the people to these efforts was enthusiastic. Speaker operations and

MEDCAPs were also continued alhn the major Mekong River complex. An

insight into the value of waterborne speaker operations might be gained

from the following incident: In My Tho through various sources the

names of seven members of the Viet Cong infrastructiure were gained.

These people were appealed to by name in speaker operations urging them

,nclosure (8) "
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to rally, to the goverm-mnt cause and gaaranteeing their personal safet-y.

flTwo of those appealed to subsequently rallied to the govexmmmt.

In the R~mC Sat Scecial Zone a majocr effort wras made in pacificaticn

to uparade Ly Mcao village10, formwrly7 rated a ccitatestd area. ?SSDPS vers

conducted durtng the =nthh in the ±'ormn of *=C~A?3, enterti~snw tr,.;s

and zpvoches b7 the ":±3trict atie the -peeple to rally beh-rd tha

goverrmant. ihe rsulta were =vt offecti7U an awrildeced by the rvedical

pchange in attiti~d by the ;qpulace for the gaverczint.

Thz'oughotit the rest of ibhe co~try d~ail PSZOS vers cond~uctad

utilizing the tabos of volmit=7 info1Irvnt3 Chisie ioi, support of the

C oveanwnt and the progress of the Paris Peace Talks. Mare vas also

continued vae of Armed Propa anda To=s (ex-Viat Coag) participating in

live speakcer broadeasta.

j Durine the r~th in excess of 50 IEDCAPs were conduacted and 1I3,862

persons 6-ere treated.
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