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CW A SUR MLLAWzFRE "U

RAmtine KARKIJT TINEU activity remined at a high level during May as
th aggreail.4 of indiaemiwm Junkýcaiz sampan traffic along the coast and

harbors of Soth Vietnam reached near normal proportions. Itair weather

throughout the major portion of the month and the relaxation of the more

,-WVnent curfew restrictions contributed to the increase of activity.*

,I In NiAy NARKET IMB units detected 106,493 junks w saupans;3924

of these were inspected and 21,521 were boarded. The boardinr.% "sultod

ia, the detention, of .752 suspicious personss, inoluding 14 Viet Conge

suspcts.In additions, 12368 steel-hulled craft were detected tr-aneit-

ting XARXYW TIME are"s during the month.

The.mopths activity also inclwkii providing numerous Wxiltration/

infitration patrols in support of p'ound operationes, 357 naval gunfire,

miussons atu 46 hostile fire incidents,, As a rosult ot these opera-

iioas, b2 uIm' struactures and 33 Junk*/swauapr were destroyed, in

*addition,, 43 (7.:t r were killed (25 probable).

Daring the late afternoon of 3 May, PCF 73 rosponded to an tirgqnt

'request 'for naval Wunire support from a Vietnataess outpost 45 miles e

northwest of Rach Gia that v~s receiving hostile fire. As the PCF

closed the beach to randner assistance, it received heavy automaitic-

weapon~s fire; 'two .30 caliber rounds hit the Swift boat., slightly

injuring one crewcan. The POF commenced firing~ her .50 caliber machine
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IWO UNCLASSIFIED
gw, and 81-.m mortar int. the area from which the hostile 'lro originat-

od and suppressed the enemy fire without further incident.

Ona ý May:PC? 78!resi"ved a v~ll from the 1st Marine Division Fire0

Support Control Center requesting urgent nayal gunfira in dpport of

ground troops who were under a mortar and aall-arm attack near the .

6 coast ot Thua fThion province. Firing her 81-.m mortar, in rapid response

,,-t to the requests the Swift boat destroyed two enemy emplacements and

killed two Viet Cong.

on,7 May WSCV. XI•WEtONKA (WIMC 67) responded to a request fromi

sector authorities and took an estimated Viet Cong company under fire

25 miles north-northeast of Ca Mau Point. Firing her 511/38 gun,# the

cutter killed three lsy "troops and wounded an estimated 15 more. A _______

few hours later, a second gunfire mission by the cutter in tho same

general area killed an additional four Viet Cong and wounded oeven

others.

DA 12 May PCF 98, in company with PCF 102, received heavy auto-

matic-weapons and 57-mu recoilless-rifle fire while trying to investi-

gate a radar target 30 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point. Tha PCFs were

unable to suppress the enemy fire and PCF 98 received several bullet

ivles as a result of the fire fight. Three PCF 98 orewmembers were

w6tunded by shrapnel during the attack.

On 13 May USCGC POINT BANKS closed the beach at Ca Mau Point on an

assigmed mission to deatroy a bridge with naval gunfire. As thu cutter

S S
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. .-. • .
"Ot jkpracp•Oho the ara pronel adimns wee obeve nthricnt

of• the brige Thantrdetoe hebigndo elearel the s¢•tu .u d.

"iniare& vith mortaW af" hh gun fire and thenput ashore alandiing

party to reconnoiter the area. The landing party reported the bridge,

a bW*er and seven saapans deetroyedo and captured a largo amount of

food sippliess persoulu lolmsbas fiet Cong domments and small-armi

aianit4on. All of the captured material was either destroyed or

confiesated and iater turned over to •ntellignee personnel*

A
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Astivity in the WM ýARDEN am of operation continued at an ct•vl.e

paco. As t6e Pus 46nduoted ýArols along the vaterwa'ys, enemy hams-~.

""eat eonti~md; bwemr the nmber of rocket attack incident* initiatdt

bY the eOM lesened. In one upguom•t with the VC on the upper

9669 Is in the viesuity of Chau Doe a Pl was struck by two 75-u4

"reoiles rs 3. rounds killing two Navy son, wounding two and amrqly

"dsmaw ng the boat. The OW of RIVSEC 511 was one of thoee 1dlod."

"U. So Uavy iSeamolves"I piloting their hsaicopterm gVnutps,9 continuod

to strike osna positi>n throughout the Mekong Leat& and Hung Sat

Spoial Zone exaeting their toll of oen easnualti•s,, On three separate

oseaw mw alng the Bassaies Ha Imont and Mekong •dvs t ared hisl-

sopters killed 4 VC. The eawrp attepting to *uunter thi s dreaded -ir

.xrsatj seored several hits on the helicopter* inflicting ainw, dawago

"aWd on one o4@asion killed a door gunner and wounded a pilot. TW1 9 LI _-U

continued t, hel stl".thful forays into ene controlled areas collocting

"valuable intefligprce and initiating ambushes ag•imt the Com .nist"

insr"grttss. On 14 Mayi, a SEAL squad engged in a fierce firefight, with

82 woll.-disciplinod and equipped Viet Cong troops alonS the Cambodian

border, about 12 miles southwest of Chau Doc. Navy "Seawolves" end an

A.,W aircraft supported the SBALs grounul fighting. The enemy troops 0

that had crossed the border from Cambodia sustained casualties of

GROPEnclosure (2)SO~ROUP 4
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"21. k1231. &W 40 wounied. There were no friendly casualties. Howv,er,
S€OI••I•L -. -. -.

Abother platoon operating on the upper Hans W~ong River four' mi es

- ,$theest of Obo WJi-eiwtsiied heavy 4asualties, on the mornng of 15

)Iq. Just as the SEAL. wer preparing to land from their supporting

." L. a violent .zploeioa of unmnown origin occurreod, killing one SEAL
.1aM ewanding noeva others. A GAM RDES support LST, USS JEN•ING&

COUWT conducted H & I fire on 9 May In ca area of VC activity north of

Mhe VIM,; along the Co Chien River. The ship's 40-m cannon fire bar-

re-••etlled 17 Idet Co" and wounded three. During the month the number

of enoq Initi&ted incidents on the Long Tau shipping channel rozo -uA

msea iMicative of the enemy's a&i to intensify the harasxont of friendly

*bi"iping qa this .wital tat.Nq. There were ten attacks made against

",areh'nt shipe fl'ing the flag of the U. S.# Japazn England and the

"P.ilippines. There wetn two mining attexpte, with the rmair-er being

'uatomatic weapons and kocket attacks. In all instances PDRs, Navy and _

"Arny helicopters were r~pidly on the scene suppressing the eneW fire.

During the attack on the British merchantman ANGO QU&N on 19 Hay,'

five PBI sailorn wore wounded in the ensuing firefight with the oneOy. _-_-

PP troops ladle4 at the ambush site killed 11 Viet Cong and captured

•,::[:.4 two 122-ma rocket launchers of a very s•nplu design. Damage sustained t0 o

-_* the merchant abips in al1 incidents was minor. C 1 May five more PMIS e

""cloaure (2)
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were assigned to CTF CI1ARWATER in I CTZ to reinforce the river security

on the Cau Viet River•. the vital logistics route to Dong Ha. This now

- ,4np to 1• the nmber of PUse operating in ICTZ (10 at Tam Ky and 5

at Cus Viet). FIv, more boats are scheduled in the near future. On

"3 May ,PDRe coamencsd operatione on the upper PAssac in the vicinity

of Chau Doo. nd the upp' Miekong in the vicinity of Tam Chau, The

a.signed mission was to show the presence of U. S. Naval forces,

i curt,411 the infiltration of aras, s and explosives, collect

I-teUig *ee, conduct psyopo, enforce the curfew and render necessary

assistance to 0. S. and VN Forces in case of a VC attack.

Enclosure (2)
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CONFIIDENTIAL

HIMMLk A5z3AULT FJAGL, =UMA-Ai
Via 1968

Durirng the month of "hyj, the Vitit Cong initiated several ambushes,

againat the heavily armned gubboats of the ARF. A post-operative evaluFs-

Lion of the exte~nsive rocket. ambushes encounter,,A on 26-27 A4aY In the

Giong Troui districit of JKien Boa province iridickited tint th-e Iiet Cong

~ A. were firin~g at t.he boatu while far bcick from the river banks. PresunisAbly

thic was In recogniti'ou of Lhe ooats t direct fire power and flct~hrower

* *1 ~capabili~ties. As a 3result, there wore an unusually larg;e num~zber of

miases; otheriuisel the~ da~ago and peroaontiol losses would havo ..ieon r=uch0

greater.

On 8 Mray, .14 Nlavy=e were wounded In two separate i-bullheo of WD)

91 units# along the kSa Laii river eight m.1les southeast of M~y rho. 1hi p

the first attack, two monitors aind two ASP!J3 wore struck with highly

accurat~e RPG-7 rockat anid (75-= recoilless-rflZ2e and autom"Lc-~weapons,

firop wounding four sailors and cauvnrW modartte t,) heavy dwuaiee on all

* ~four craft. AL*Ut, all hour later, a mniortor ittd a r1une-throWd,nq troop

carrier suetabitnd lig.. du. -age whon assailed alth ruscoaie~s.i-rifle and

atitomatic-meajpofs C1.re from tike saau gunera]. urua as tue Vir'it ajtAttk.

Ton Navyrmn were. aoutided in this etttack wrnillo eue..ay casu~it.ies were
andetetnmia. in both iek.wdvs ~,nh UteL aasnulL i')rces .)ft he

HHEF continued their rciconnialssanrce-in-C rce opor,-tian ~itýýInt t-.-e c)z

- .znutrdt insurgentb in Kien Mui provinace, iric cuiJ. -tive rt-isUJAs ý.)C wto~

4ncltisure()
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four-day ot

destroyed and six weapons captured. U. S. AnV loa1ss wero two soldlers
killed and 41 wo•uid.e,"

On 14 fty the MtF cow.onced a two-battallon operation near Ceb Cay Ln.

Kien loa province to locate and engage elegiants of the Viot Cong 516th

i13attalione Tho next day, they established heary contact with a well-

entrenched unwVy and killed 48 guerrillas in a day-long battle throu

* miles southwest of M4o Cay, The IZo Cay oporation (14-16 May) resulted in

the death of 57 wienW combatunts, while friendly forces auufarid the loss

of six soldiere iand had 14 waro wourded., During, this periu4s there were

also four sailoza woutided In a scries of riverino atbushes,

1usod on intela11ince estimetes tint a lucrative target eidsted in

t)e area, southeast. of Can Qiouo in tong i-n province-ethe southern approach

tto Saigon-tho M7U )4unched strike operations on 17 Hay into the area.

-iverine units of the M'tF conducted waterblocks -us the ground forces swept

the area just 12 ullos auth of Saigon, killing 41 Viet Cong while cal-

, turing five prisoners and ealzing 52 susects, in the itxt aftornoon, HAD

91 uaits were involvvd in a heated u..rinioh when ahoy ware u ..buahed from.

.2 both barka of the 1o Camil five iloes east 3f 6an Oiouc in Long An prov-

'ince The Doits, which were in the procdss :)f landiWg troops, supj ressed .

the intense etamj fire w1ile rrho troops continued their liinding; hiwever-,

14 i ailors and one eoldler were wounded in the attack. As usual in those

2ýnclosure(3
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deneely follated and restrictod waterways, enV cas~wiJties could not be

determined; hou v the total Oi- losses for to two-day opor-t-on--

were 126 Viet Conki j, 18M bbulkers destroyed, five prisoners and 22 0

weap.ons capjtuvrd. U. . forces had six soldiers killed, and 38 nn
:.,':''wounded# 14 of whom were Navymn. }

: *On 26 gy the •MRF comanced riverine operations in the Giong 1'ro.a

district of Kien lIoa province to locate and destroy the Viet Cong 570th

Mlian Force Battalion. In a serive of uitterly contested ambuvheo along

9,9 the Wen Tre river and the Ong Huong stream eight milos southeast of don.

Tre, the rivorino craft were subjoctted to repeated rocket/rocoilleos

rifle attack on 26-27 1by. Ther. were twa uailoro kildA and 23 Nuvywn

wounded inaewn separate aimbush4oo wehich also caused light U~ ýavy

battle damage to 16 rivorine units of the 14F. U. . Arqr rorces Id.

eight infantrymon killed and 26 ran woundad. morriy loonies ams)untod to

41 kil1.edp -6 bunkera destroyed, four priomners captured and 30 dusuects _

do~alnad for furthor interrogation.

• ,. *.." '.

,.
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IMA~L ADVI5 giY GiWUP SUM,'dtl
tYAY 19'6b

Dluring} the uifnth the Fleet Coomind hadc P, dai4ly i,,var&Lwe -) 23,8 ships

available and employed an averuge )C 22 daily. 'Chose uship5 pro~tidod 70

gunfire support MigOw~nl At *W1W sutY3 t4ize tho Gvi~a Force 1hod an

avkrags of 188.4 junks available und omployed an averag~e 2ýf 183.,2 of tiiern

daily. ItIo RA(US ut~ilized 141. of their 147.3 avttihble craft1 during Any,

Mmunwidle tho qi~x infantry bat~talions h4nd one artillery battalion af the

VIM0 wore committed to operations 10D percont of tho ti-Ge

Task Force As composed of the Utst 5th and 6t~h .Lnfantr~y 5-st~talionas

VU14A0 , contirnued Operý tiozi T iAN MhAW under tno opor-4t~ionzkl control of the____

Capitul Mlit~ary Dis.trict. throuighout tho ninth. Heavy one:my contact was

made as the VNMC ei4ou;ht out1 the harass.ing anc.zAy enscanced ~it nertbkwast

* ~Saigon. W~rJaivj the oarl.4 soridar hourd A' 5 Okiys each b&Lt,.alion of' the

* ~~task force received coordinatod vr ind wurtxr i-.ttock$ 4t Lheir ru.-

spc Ave positions 31n tho nwrt~hcast per~iitmr o jat J4 n. ovpliij ~

attitcks, the battalioni n-.de sweeps of tWhe areas of i>,ttle, cain a

total. of 58 *tsneii kil~lod, C rnr liot Cong ctiptured e~nd )ne ..uwvict do-

t~ainsed. Tho VAL, suffered five rdlkcd hind 19 wuur~ed that day. A ainm-

ilar onv.,unter on 31 -tiy but :f 6,re,;"r kugnitudu saw trh:-o isk :,,rce

pitted aglast 411 osLlia-ted two 0-0eay oat~hlijnal aear- tile )ien ,i borideu

inr~~h~st -ion. PAlttwu4h .t urt: clbso A' ri d-, thw, u e ~. riad

.4 Lnclis (4)
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not been broken, thes Vt4M accounte~d for 101 of nre erevmy killed during .

!• ~. -. ,. --

t.his first day of battle.

Task Force Bp the 3rd end 4th Infantr•y attaiions, remained in U

Corps Tactical Zone under the operational control of the ,,4MV 21st In.-
±'autry Battalion. iReconuaissar.,e in force cuid arabush opera&tions were

conduotaed daily; light contact ýaa wrde with the enewyo Returning from

operations with the MIHF in IV Corps Tactic-a. Zone o., 10 Ky, the 2Md

13t Battalion conduct-d search and clear opara dons in Cholon, oout-hweat v

Saigon# for ths r•alinder of the wntho The bcttalion cxperienced wd-

*rate enemy contact until 29 %Lay when, in combinud force AIth AtLVN uwnit,

the VZ,!C engaged an undetermiand number of the enemy. Just as Task Force

A to the northeast, this battalion was wagig battle as the mnth draw to

a close A reported caurlative tota. of enemy dead by 31 May wAs 270.

Accairate results are not available tit this writing.

"On 5 MWj# VW,-N MQ 611 went hard aground while 3n patrol near the

northurn tip of Phu &uoc slearn, 25 miles north of An Thai. The ohip's

stern was impalad on rock foraitiouss; the rudder, screws, and struto wor"

torn off and all after compartuints were flooded. 41ile awsitlnL! salvage

ausrUtance, tz. %)hik was atrij.ped of till ordnaince, co 1mmiitions ucoip-

.* •mnt and other salvageable items,. After on initial survey was .. tde by a

salvage officer from HGO-1 Wetacttwat 'lung Tau, UG -L.1L- (-.iS3 23) v'as

dispatched t. eimuct salvge 3yr.,t. 3i. ,,suzLjr4 in the salvage

.• hncl ),iure (4)
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operations and providing a vital deterrent force agairist aneuy attack - "' .-

wei wilt~s of, the VNN patrol forces; a YN1N zff icer was in charge of the

* ~~VNIN Nalvage oper~t4.op!* After tw~o ard one-half days of around the clock0

plumpinS and patching, operat~ions were clnitaied When the OTN M-1 600)

pullud the stricken vessel free of the rocks, W4A iR tbhen towed the

PG4 to Vung Tau# while pumptxg continued on tho still floodings, though S

afloat ships on 15 Phyp Ute VNN LSSL 225 relieved DgLIV.R ok har tow

anid the POM was brought to the VIN ahipyard in Saigon where the exteOrive

rerAira were begun by WIN shipbuilders.

,.tUvr Assault Groups of tho 4th Rivorine Area continued oupporting .

"ARVN troops during tWe rm•n•th c:KInucting the ,3peration TRU.,IG C .NO DIN•I

•orloeS Of significant noto w*re two such operations# THUONG OONG DI1I1

7/3D/14 and. TWUUMO OW; D"IH SD/9/22 hich cumulanlvoly yielded 302 " ...

"eamy kW led,• fivo Viet Cong tzptured and a qomntity - nf eney weapons

and equ.p~nt aeized. Conducted on 2-4 Pjiy along the Cho Goa canal in

Go Cons,, Province, 25 miles aouth-southwout of Saigon and or 13 May along

the Via Mn (knalp tofur miles east of1 3a Dc respectively .uGs 21., 23-

26# ,l azA 33 provided mobile support, blacking and patroling aporattans,

.gunra oupport ato retruction for the ,U/' 7th arA 9th Infantry ijivi-

s.ions dwi4% the &mphl iouu aesaults. Frriendly losses wbru 22 *4.-Vh

Urýýt ki3.I and 45 munied.

x.1cl1aure (4)
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PSYCIHOLOGICAL ANi DIVD AMTI AN ..,iCRATI 5-S
Psychological +4ay 1968 ,."

"'Psychological operations were continued by all iaval units In their

respective operational areas of respornsibility durinjy, the imnth. A

Psychological .Jporations Conference was held at Cam hrnh Bay or 25-26

May and attended by IQivy representa ti'ec frm •vavy units throughout the

Republic. It was the consen=us or the attendo8s thi't the tNvy had made

definite inroads in the field of psychological operations and týat efforts

were achieving some desirod results. It ,was also a conference consensus

that botter organization and authivized psyop personnel mmst be frth-

coming if a truly progressive and continuous psyop proli'ram is to to

achieved, There were nine anetmy troops that. rallied to naval, craf t in

Hay; throe in I C'pZ, near the DIIZ, five in II CTZ that hailod PC[s and

one in IV CTZ that rallied to a PSR. Leaflet distribution and surface

broadcasts continued to be the main avenue of addreasinr, the various

target audicnces. In 15 May, however, TF 116 PbFs assisted in the

execution of tho IV CTZ CORDS-initLted 3peration K ,tTII. The m•iu•iin

of the operation wds to reach the people in the Dolta Lh . lived in areas

completely controlled by the VC. The eiRs floated plastlc rAckages,

contair.Lrg ,ayop aiterial and aeall tifts, into tho riv-re a |i cairls

leadinV Ltto the Aiet ý.ong-cont rolled areas allowing thu tide to carry

the packages to the targetud areas. Harass.int if WLvy ats cocting

psyop aissiols contiiiued 4t ani a~cr;lcrtd p.ace. It ias !t ted uy "i

Osure )
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sailor that "if you wanted to draw enoi' fire abrt broadcasting."-

In the Uield of Civic Action naval units mostly directed their

.~ ,ef.rts to ,aidinpg ,the Vietna~ive re-btdld battle-danaged homes wrought by

Viet, Gong assaults. In most cases the Iftvyiron provided technical exper-

tia. and material to assist in thove self-help projects coordinated with

__ ' Vietmuwe local officials. MEDCAPs iiero carried out by naval units a-d

in the Phan Rang area alone, in II C'Z, Seabeo Tetam 6201 treated 2,076

patients during the ronth. In (uang Tri Provincep Seabees of :.•t 10

presented a total of seven now bicycles and numerous sacks of cement to

a protestant church-oorphanage. a Cathol.€c -duslon and & Juddhist Pagoda

as a token of their frianduhip. As a result of the NVA/¢C attakck on

,Saigon in early lay., many civilians were killed and their homws lost d."!

to artillery from both sides. In order to restore the U. S. i$go which

suffered in Districts 6 and 8 of !Saigozt priarilys, a crash cleanup and -.

:• buildup program was initiated by C.XUBAOV with heavy participation by

I,,
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NCLASIIU STATISTICAL SUZ2RY""CA E May 19688"""""-""

MARLAT T11LE 2AME W EN V )bile Riverine Force
Detections 1070 112,189
Inspections 40,173 28,9212 '
B•IA1'4ixg •21,619 48,633
Cra~ft ittaineA * 0
.... aon detined. 752 553 314
Viet Cong suspects 14 31
Hostile fire incidonts 46 89 .
Ensny casal~tie S'

a*. Kiled 43 (25 prob) 207 261
b O unks 25 (23 prob) 26*
do C. aptured 22 31

USR1 casualties:
a. Kilod 0 5 3 USN/23U$AII-"'
be Wounold 4 50 62 USN/108 USA*•*
as Captured 0 0 0
d. Misisng 0 *

Enewy turial loS0s3:
a. Destraod-

(1) Junks or sampans IM3 162 0
(2) Structures 82 204 518

b. Captured:
(1. Ju(ks or sampans * 7 0

"( a lh2 * Wean 54*"* '
S3) Amziuntion (r.'*unds) .*2,5590****f

Itice (tons) .4 0
c,. Daaged:

"(1) Junks or mapaim 16 220 0

*(2) St~rpatures 60 .237 15., :•::USH material loosestu __
a. Destr•.yed :

(1) Su•-tact craft 0 0 0
(2) Holicoptars * 0

b. Dawgad:
(1) surface craft 3 26 31
(2) Helicopters * 23 *

MAR ,Atissions * *

Information not applicable or not available this date.,
) n UWN KXA was non-hostile. In addition thrju sailors and seven
soldiers drowned.
Two* O USA soldiers wvjiwded In non-hostile actiLn.

, Includes thret gruedes and 13 mines.
I*" ** includes m4 ortar. ro.kft -.,i recoilless rifle rzunds.

"1,nen eure (6)

0 0~~i3UP 4 -

D~owngraded a~t 3 yrear inatervais__________

Declassified aft~er 12 year.A 9uf

"---"- -- u c S FtE-



___ ___ ~JflASSIFIED

YN&rIN §jAIS12:UM!J~

M, ay 19"~

Yl~MA(K3~MAY!:

I D 28,1219 83*139 4 175
n ft 21,178 69o526 .38 254

III NJZ 131,290 40,960 9 37
IV NZ 6P433 22,555 9 6

Sub-totals 69,030 216,180 60 472

Patr2l 3his 1,864 8,655 1 16

Riveriz- Arja
Cat604 28,353 0 5

Total. 71A49 253s,.188 61 493

VJII(EU 1 MURINE C0(~Pt

VC/VA: I XI 768 VC CAPTLEED 62 VC 8WPSCT3 339

V7iNG KIA U WIA 427 VIA 4

IJSYC: WIA 2

Enclosure (1)
M L'XJ P 4.

Downsraded at 3 Year Intervals
Declassified after 12 years

UNC -cAstFlE


