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e COASTAL SURVEILLANCE FORCE SUMMARY ?M;M
May 1968 I
Routine NARKET TIME activity rewainsd at a high level during May as 'l"""“fz‘:}{:":"‘:‘f
the-sggregate of indigenous junk.and ssmpan traffic along the coast and ‘j‘_‘"‘%‘"f‘;““
harbors of South Vietnam reached nesr normal proportions. Yair weuther )
throughout the major portion of the month ond the relaxation of the more
i:,z i ":i”’ﬁrr;;ont curfaw restilctions contributed to the increase of activity. ".‘” - “‘.’"‘”
: In Moy MARKET TIME units detected 106,493 Junks snd sampansy 39,247 S
of thess were inspected and 21,521 were boarded. The boardings rasulted
in- the detention of 752 suspicious persons, inoluding 1i Viet Cong e
_suspests. In addition, 1,368 steel-hulled craft wers detucted transit- ’
- ting MARKET TIME areas during the month.
™ 4 The.month's activity also included providing mumerous axfiltration/ P
infiltration patrols in support of giound operations, 357 naval gunfire W \
missions ani 46 hostile fire incidents. As a result of these opera~
LN N

tions, 82 ehmy structures and 33 junks/sampans wers destroysd, In N

addition, 43 Tict Cong were killed (25 probadle). SR
During the late afternoon of 3 May, PCF 73 rcsponded to an urgmt

\roqnest ‘Lor naval gunfire support fram & Vietnamese outpost 45 miles ‘ o . :

northwest of Rech Gia that wes receiving hostile fire. 4s the PCF =

closed the beach to rendor assistsnce, it recelved heavy automatic-

weapons fire; two .30 caliber rounds hit the Swift beat, slightly "' o .

injuring one crewman, The PCF commenced firing her ,50 caliber machine

GROUP 4 Enclosure (1)
Downgraded at 3 year intervals ® ®
Declessified after 12 years i -
VETIR Sl .
UNCLASSIFIED
* 0 ° o ¢ ° ° 9 ® ® L ® @ ® % %




",

2o
et 1

— 7 e

----------
.......

g;ms and 8leme wortar into the area from which the hostile fire originate AR
od aﬁd suppressed the snemy fire without further incident.
3 £ 0n'S Mey PCF 78 Pededved a ¢all from the lst Marine Division Fire o o .
Support Control Center requesting urgent naval gunfirs in support of o
ground troops who were unier a moxrtar and smallearms avtack near the
i coast of'Thua Thien provinece. Firing her Slema mortar, in rapid response " e
to the request, the Swift boat destroyed two enemy emplaccments and | :
killed two Viet Cong. '
On7 May ‘USCGC MINNETONKA (WHEC 67) responded to a request from . e
sector authorities and took an estimated Viet Cong company under fire

25 miles north-northeast of Ca Mau Point., PFiring her 5"/38 gun, the

"t;; oﬁtte'r killed three ‘eneay ‘troops and wounded an estimated 15 more. A Py °
fow hours later, a sscond gunfire mission by the cutter in tho same SRR :
general area killed an additional four Viet Cong and wounded saven i
% hee v cf;ﬁan. * B ' ~g .‘”;
On 12 May PCF 98, in company with PCP 102, received heavy auto- :
aaticewsapons and 57-mm recoilless-rafle firs while trying to investi-
gite a radar target 30 miles northeast of Ca Mau Point. The PCFs were . e
unable to suppress the snemy fire and PCF 98 reccived several tullet . :
Moles as & result of the fire fight. Throe PCF 98 orewmembers were
wounded by shrapnel during the attack. '. M . :
Gn 13 May USCGC POINT BANYS closed the beach at Ca Mau Point on an L
assigned mission to destroy a2 bridgs with naval gunfire. 4s the cutter
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approaghed the area, personnel and sampans were observed in the vicimity
of the bridge. The cutter destroyed the bridge and cleared the suzround-
13:; arer \dtlg_ mrug’; ani 'n.chi&c gun fire and then put ashorv & landing
ﬁrty to reconnoiter the area. The landing party reportsd the bridgs,
& Winker and 3even sampans destroyed, and captured a large amount of
food supplies, mypﬂi?\hlmmn, Vist Cong dosuments and small-arme
Mum. A1l of tiu captured material was either destroyed or

eonfiscated and iater turned over to ‘ntelligunce personnel.
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| RIVER PATROL FORCE 8 L
| a3 an T
: Astivity in the GAMZ? YARDER area of operation continued at an sctive el
. ace. ‘As tho PERs conducted j:trole along the waterwiys, enemy haracs- e

nent contimned; however the muiber of roeket attuck incidents initistad

by the enexy lessened. In one engagmment with the VC on the u.ppor
Besss¢ in the vieinity of Chau Doc a PER was struck by two 75-ma ® ‘
recoilless rifl» rounds killing two Navy men, wounding two and severgly | N
damsging the boat. The OAnC of RIVSEC 511 was one of those killed.

h' Se Navy "Seawolves*, pilloting their helicoptery gunships, continuod : \AO
to strike ememy poeiticas throughout the Mekong Delta and Hung Sat .
Smeial Zone exacting thedr toll of enemy casusltive. On three sepurate

‘osonsdons along the Bassas, Hom Luong and Kekong Rivars the craed heli- -
copters killed 4k V0. The envey, sttempting to couster tiis dreaded adr SR
JAreat, ssored several hits on the helicopters inflicting minoy damage :

”»

and on one ascasion kdlled a door gunner and wounded a pilot. The SEALs - !._..._
contimued thelr stealthful forays into enemy-controlled areas collascting

valuable intelligence and initiating ambushes sgainst the Comsunish o
insurgents. On 14 May, & SEAL squsd engaged in a fisrce firefight with o ﬂ -
2 woll~diseiplined and ecuipped Vict Cong troops along the Cambadian SRR

--------
N

border, sbout 12 miles southwest of Chau Doc. Navy “Seawolves" snd an DN
Arvay aireraft supportsd the SEALs ground fighting. The anemy troops L
that had crossed the border from Cambodia sustained casualties of RSN

b
‘e e
B ]
.
. .
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:j "2k killed and 40 wounded. Thers were no friendly casuzlties. How:ver, :;-:;-}:j .

Al ‘another platoon operating on tie upper Ham Luoag River four milss eust \
;- sontheast of Cio Lidh:swetained heavy casualties, on the morning of 15 _-.\i

May. Just as the SEALs were preparing to land from their supporting

—~—ywy o
Pl 1'1
3 a4,
Lo
fder

3
R S, M

j:I’i 1CPL & violent exploeion of unknown origin oceurrsd, killing one SEAL
@f“@. ~und wounding seven others, A GAME WARDEN support LST, USS JENNINGS r'e
i COUNTY eonducted H & I fire on 9 May in an area of VG activity north of

~ Tha Vinh;, along the Co Chien River., The ship's ,O-mm cannon fire bar-
rege rilled 17 viet Comg and wounded three. During the month the number e
N of enemy initiated incidants on the Lang Tau shipping channel rose and

wes indicative of the eneny's aim to intonsify the harazrsment of friendly

)

“shipping on this witol vatervay. There were tem attacks made against —3

merchsnt ships flying the flag of the U. S., Japan, England and the
Philippines. Thore were two mining attempts, with the remcindsr being

 automatic weapons and vocket attacks. In all instences PERs, Novy und _“.m
Arxy helicopters were rapidly on the scene suppressing the enemy fire,
Durdng the attack on the British merchantman ANCO QUEEN on 19 May, R
five PBR asilors wore wounded in the ensuing firefight with the eneamy. '. A '-:
PP troops landed at the ambush site killed 11 Viet Cong and captured _w'_:l;..-_':.:;:
two 122-mm rockel launchers of a very s.mplo design. Damage sustained to -

the nerehant ships in all incidents was minor. On 1 Mey five more Phits ) ~." '
Bnclosure (2)
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were assigned to CTF CIBARWATER in I CTZ to reinfor:e the river security R
on the Cau Vist River, the vital logistics route to Dong Ha. This now .
. twings to 15 the mumber of PBRs operating in ICTZ (10 at Tam Ky and 5 -~'
at Cua Viet), Mive more boats are scheduled in the near future. On S
3 say PBRs commensed operations on the upper Bassac in the vicinity T
of Chau Doc. and the upp== iekong in thoe vieinity of Tam Chau. The T e
2ssigned mission vas to show thu presence of U. S. Naval forces, '
curtadl the infiltration of zrms, & and explosives, collect '
. intelligecve, conduct psyops, snforce the curfew and render necessary " e
assistanca to #. S. and VN Forces in case of a VC attack.
®
.
... -
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CONFIDEKTIAL
RIVERIc ASSAULT FURCL SUd-AlY
Hay 1968

During the month of May, the Viet Cong initiated several ambushes
against the heavily ormed gunboats of the Mif. A post-operative evalua
tion of the extensive rocket ambushes encountervd on 2¢-27 :fay In the
Giong Trom distirict of Kien Hoa provimce indicated that the /let Cong
were firing at the boats while far back from the river banks. Presumably
this was in recognition of tho osats! direct fire powsr and flamethrower
capabilities. As & prssult, there wore an unusually large nuzber of
micses; otherwise, the dansge and personncl losses would have ueen much
greater,

On 8 Moy, 14 Navymen were wournkled in two separato csbushes of i'D
91 units, along the Ba Lai river eight miles southeast of ¥y (ho. In
tho first attack, two monitors and two ASPSs woere struck with highly
accurate RFG=7 rockot and 75~mn recollless-rifle and automutilc-~weapons
fire, wounding four sallors und causlng moderate to heavy danape on all
four craft. About an houv later, a monitor and a [lame=throwing troop
carrier sustainsd lig..t de age when assslled with recoillesas-rifle and
subomatic-weapons {ire from the same general sren as tne rirsd attuske.
Ten kavymen were wounded in this ottack while eneay casu.lties were
undetoraisd in oth encounters, .anwhile, the assault firces of the
HAF continued thelr raconnalssance-in-f ree uperetisn against e ¢, =
aunist insurgents in Xlen ke province, [Ine cumul-tlve resulis of the
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four-day operation (8-l1 #ay) amounted to 13 Viet Cong killed, 40 bunkwurs

destroyed und six weapons captured. Ue. Se Army logses wers two soldisrs

i;;;_ & killed and 41 wounded.

Y oTa TH . .

3 On 14 ¥ay the MiF commenced a twoebattallon oporation near o Cay in
i fien toa province to locate and engege olexents of the Viet Cong 5106th

izvg» : Battalions Tho next day, thoy established heavy contact with a welle o S
o i : .- .- .‘..-
\ entrenched uneay and killed 48 guerrillas in a day-long battle three BOSTRNE

.........

i miles southwest of M Cay. Thu il Cay operation (l4=16 tay) resulted in
E the death of 57 cnewy combatunts, while [risndly forces sufforsd the loss e emrina

of six soldiere mnd had li more wounded. During this pericd, there were

also four sailors wounded in & series of riverine azbushes. B

Bosed on intelilzence estizates timt a lucrative target existed in

the area goutheast of Can Glouoc in long An province--ths gouthern approsch

to Saigone=tho MRF Jaunched strlke operations on 17 lay into the area.

Riverine units of the MiF conducted waterblocks as the ground forces swopt

—
the area Just 12 uiles suuth of Saigon, killing 41 viet Cony while cap- :
turing five prlsoners wx selaing 52 suspecto. Jn the next afternson, RAD
91 units were involved in a heated seirmlsh when thoy were & .bushed from ‘ o
both banks of the lo Cunsl Iive allos eust »f van Glouc in long An prov- ...«..Jw
ince, The poats, which were in the procass »f landing troops, sup,ressed .
the intense ensny fire while rthe troops continued thelr landing; however, '-':':-: s
14 sallors und one soldler were wounded in the abttuck, As ususl in these L Q .
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densely foliated and restricted waierweys, enumy casunlties could not be

deternined; however, the totel cnemy losses for the tws-dey operstion

were 126 Viet Congrkilleg, 180 bunkers destroyed, five prisoners and 22
waapons capturcde Ue 8¢ forees had six soldiers killed, and 38 msn

wourded, 14 of whom were kavymen.

T

Oa 26 tay the MRF commenced riverine operations in the Giong lrom e .

district of Kien Hoa province to locate and destroy the Viet Cong 570th
Hain Force Battallons In a serden of vitterly contested sxbushes along

the Ben Tre river and the Ong Huong stroam eight miles southeast of Hen

"~ e Vg

Tre, the riverins craft wers subjocted to repeated rocket/rocuilless
rifle attack on 2627 iay. Theru were two sailors kiliwd and 23 Navymon
wounded in seven sepurate asmbushwe which also caused light to beavy

o e
LS 4

.

battle damage to 16 riverine units of the MiF, U. S. Aray forces hud

Pt
L I

elght inlantryaon killed and 26 men wounded. knomy losses amdunted to

4o

-

4i kllled, €5 bunkers destroyed, four prisoners captured and 30 suspects

detalned for further interrogation,

knclosure (3)
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SPECIAL HANDLIKG RECUIRED
HOT RELEASABLE TO
FORBIGN HATIONALS

HAVAL ADVISSY CuuUP SUiniti
May 196b

Duping the tonth the I-'.l.c;et‘. Command had & dully svers, e »f 23.8 ships
available and employed an average of 22 dolly. These ships provided 70

gunfire support miscions. At the ssme tice the Crasuul Fores tad an

avw:&go of 18844 Junks available and employed an aversge =f 183.2 of tnen
daily. The RaGs utilized 141 of tholr 147.3 aveilsble craft during Aay, :
Heanwhile the six infantry battalions and one artillery battulion of the .“;._l;.;;..,
VMG wore committed to operations 100 percent of tho time, ~ s
Task Force A, composed of the lst, 5th and 6%h lnfantry Satialions,
VNG, continued Oper: tion T.AN DiANG under ths oporational control of the _
()

Cupitul Military Dlotrict throughout the minth, Heavy onewy contact wus

made as the VNNC zoughl out the harasaing enomy ensconced ir northeast

Saigon. Luring the carly meuing hours .I § Hay, each but.alion of the L

task force received coordinsted grewnd and wart.pe sttacks at vheir ree

......

spsciive positions on the northeast perlator of Jeigone vepslling the

attuciks, the battalions m.de sweeps of the areas of ovuttle, clalalng a

total of 58 unemy killed, frur Jiet Cong cuptured and jne sus-wct de- T
taineds The Vil suffered five xillcd snd 19 wurded thet daye o sime

ilar enccunter on 31 Jduy but of greater .mgnitude sew the T8k “orce AR

®

pitted egalnst an estla.ted Lwo eregy vatlalions ne.r ine Hlen ooi wridgu

in northesst Suigon. rlthough ot e clise Hf ohs du, Lhw i, et had

Lnclosurs (4) e '
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CONFIDERTIAL = NOPORN

" not been broken, the VEMG accounted for 101 of che eremy killed during

thds first day of battle.

Task Force B, the 3rd end Lth Infantry Battalions, remelned in IV
Corps Tact.i&:l Zone urder thé'uparahioml eontrol of tho ~RVN 2lat Ine
fantry Batialion. Recommmissarce in force and ambush operations were

conduoted doily; light contact was mde with the eneay. Returning from

" operations with the MRF in IV Corps Tecticsl Zone oz 10 May, the 2nd

Batvalion conducted search and clear operacions in Cholon, southwesd ¢

Salgon, for ihe vemsinder of the monthe The ballalion experisnced mad-

" arate enemy contact until 29 May when, in combined foree with AwVN units,

the VANXC engaged an undetorminad numbor of the onemy. Just as Task Force
A to the northeast, this battalion was waging battle as the ronth drow to
a close., A reported cumilative total of enemy dead by 31 Hay was 270,
Accurate results are not avallsble at this writing,.

On 5 Hay, Van PGM 611 went hard aground while on patrol nesr the
northern tip of Phu (uoc Island, 25 wiles north of sn Thol. The onip's
stern was impaled an rock formitions; the rudder, screws, and struts wore
torn off and all after coapartments weres f{looded. <#hile awaiting salvage
sgsistance, tha ship was stripped of «ll ordnunce, communications eguipe
ment and other salvageable itoms, After on initial survey was .ade by a

salvage officar froa HGUel Letachment Vung Tem, U45 Lilliv (<u8 23) was

dispatehed t, conuuct salvage operak. 0. assluvin in the salvage

nelrsure (4)
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operations and providing a vital deterrent force egalnst sneny attack

-~
& ‘{
Wi

were unite of tho VHE patrol forces; a VNN afficer was in charge of the

o &
I

. VNN salvage oparatipn%. After two and one-half days of around the clock
pumping and patehing, operations were elimixed when the VNN PGH 600
pulled the stricken vessel free of the rocks, Dili/uli then towed the _
PGM to Vung Tau, while pumplag continued on tho still flooding, though ‘”““’“‘ .
afloat ship, un 1§ Hay, the VAN L3SL 225 relieved DeLiViR of hor tow

and the FGH was brought to the Vid shipyard in Saigon where the extensive

. repairs werc begun by WNn shipbuilders,
River Assault Croups of tho Ath Rivorine Area continued supporting
ARVN troops during the month conducting the Jperation ThU.MG C.RG DINH
serien. Of significant noto wers two such operations, TRUING CONG DIRN
7/80/14 and TRUSG CING DINH 30/9/22 which cumulatively yielded 302

enomy killed, five Viet Cong wdptured and a quantity »f enemy weapons

and eguipzent selzed. Conducted on 2«4 iy along the Cho Goa canal in e i . S

Go Cong Provines, 25 niles southesouthwest of saigon and or 18 May along

ths Kha ¥an Canal, four miles east of 3a Duc respectlvely, .(aGs 21, 23,

26, 3% snd 33 provided aobile support, blocking and patroling operations, ’ .‘ -
gunfire support end retrection for the .4J0 Tth ard Yth Infantry 1iivie =

sions ducdrg the amphivious sssaulis, Friendly losses were 22 AuVh

troops killod aad 45 wounded. - ,

wnclosure (4)
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PSICHOLOGICAL aBD CLYIC ACTI N o BRATIINS
Hay 1968

Psychological eperatlons were continued by zll naval units in their

respective operational areas of responsibility during the months A
Faychological Jperations Conferance was held at Cam henh Bay on 25=26

¥ay and attended by Ravy representotives from havy units throuvghout the

Republic. 1t was the counsensus of the attendees thuat the Ravy had made
definite inroads in the field of psychologlcal operations and t-ut efforts
were achieving soms desired rosults. 1t was also a conference conscnsus W
that botter organization and autinsriged psyop personnal must be forthe - ».f_
coming 1f & truly progressive and continuous psyop progiam is to be
achisved. There were nlne enemy troops that rallied to nawval craft in _
. £ May; throe in I CTZ, near the DMZ, five in II CTZ that hailed PCFs end -
: one in IV CTZ that rallied to a PBR, Leaflot distribution and surfuco
broadeasts continued to be the main avenue of addrewsing the various
- PSS
target sudicnces. In 15 %ay, however, TF 116 PBEs assisted in the ~ e B
sxecution of tha IV CTZ2 CORDSeinitinted Jperation KiATIKI, The adssion -
of the operation wus %o reach the people in tne Delta th.b lived in arees
completely controlled by the VO, The rdlis floated plastlc packuges, - °.
conbalniey peyop amterial and asmall ,ifts, into the rivers amd cunasls ‘_:
leading inww the Jiet Long=controlled areas allowlng the tide to carry .
the puckages to the targested areas., Harass.ent ol wavy voatls conducting !
psyop alssions contiuued 4t an acceleroted pice. It #as stated by a o '
-actoswre (5) .
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sailor that "if you wanted to draw enswy five aturi broadeasting.”
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In the Jield of Civie Action nsval units mostly directed their

(it S efforts to aiding the Vietnaddee rebuild battle~dumaged homes wrought by

PO YR i
T IR
Y
»
3.8

Viet Cong asszults., In most cagses the Mavywen provided technical expere
tise and material to assist in those self-help projects coordinuted with

AN

v

p&‘;‘w . Vietnumage locul officiais. HEDCAPS were carried out by noval units and ..e.
J in the Phon Rang area alone, in II CTZ, Seabeo Teon 6201 treated 2,076 :
: patients during tho month, In Quang Tri Province, Seabuss of ¥C# 10
E presanted a total of seven new bicyceles and numerous sacks of cement to : - ....,.
::: a protestant churcheorphanage, & Catholic misslon and & suddhist Pagoda ) 5
‘_: as & token of their friendship. 4As a result of the HVA/VC attuck on

Haigon in early Hay, many civilions were killed and thelr homas lost due

to artillery from both sides. In order to restore the Ue S. image which

) g
- el ‘m‘ “,
PR ARy z
R
[
..

suffered in Districts 6 and 8 of Saigon primarily, a orash c¢leanup and

S . bulldup progranm was initiated by CUMUSMACGV with heavy participation by
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USN STATISTICAL SUMMARY
Xay 1968

MARRET TIME GAME WARDEN

Detections 107, 112,189
Inspections 40,172 28,212
Bourdings 21,619 48,633
Craft detained * %
‘Persons detained v 752 553
Viet Cong suspscts 14 51
Hostile fire incidents 46 89
Enany casunliies:
ae. Killed 43 (25 prab) 207
be Younded 25 (23 prob) 26
¢s Captured * 22
USH casualties:
a, Killaed 0 5
be hounded 4 50
¢s Cuptured 0 0
de Hiswing 0 Q
Eneny matorial lossess
a. Destroyed:
(1) Junks or sampans 133 162
(2) Structures 82 201,
be Captured:
(1; Jurks or sampans # 7
(2) Heapons * #
23) Amsunition (rounds) = »
4) Rice (tons) * #
¢. Damaged:
(1) Junks or ssnpans 16 220
(2) Structures 60 237
USH materiel lossess
&s Destryed:
(1) surfoce craft 0 0
(2) Helicopters # 0
be Damaged:
(1) surface craft 3 26
(2) Helicoptars # 23
S4R aissions * %
flemmrkes

Mobile Riverine Force

Fo***

L3

261
i

11

3 USN/23 USA#
62 USN/108 UsAswhe
0

Py

w

518

5l it
2 ’ 5 QT

15

% Information not applicable or nct availsble this date,

#% One USN KIA was non-hostile,

soldiers drowned.

In addltion three sailors and seven

W Two U84 soldlers wounded in non-~hogtile action,.

st Inecludes three grun

ades and 13 mines,

waetd [neludes 44 morter, rocket -au recoilless rifle rounds,

GRIUP &
Downgraded ot 3 yesr inte

rvals

Declassified arter 12 years
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FORAION- AT AL

VISTNAMKSE NAVY:

Searched Detained
Coastal yorge People  Junks People
T 28,129 83,139 b 175
II Mz 21,178 69,526 38 25],
III N2 13,290 40,960 9 7
IVEZ 6,433 22,555 9 6
Sub-totals 69,030 216,180 o 472
Ylest Command |
Patrol Ships 1,864 8,655 1 16
Riverine Ares
Craft 60k 28,353 0 5
" Totals 71,498 253,188 61 493
VIETMAMESE MARINE CORPSt
YC/NVAT KIA 768  VC CAPTURED 62 VC SUSPECTS 339
VIMC:  KIA 88  WIA 427 MIA L
USKCs WIA 2
N
yante O°F
pval
pest
Encloaure (1)
GRIUP

Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Doclasaified after 12 years




