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Front   Comnandor U« S« Naval Forc«S| Vlatnan 
Toi       COHMKuter in Chief ö, 6, Faciflo ileet (Codo 12) 

ßttbji   ü. b, Naval (''orcea» Vletn«n Fonthly Historical üui maiy# Novambar 
19671 fornardin^r of 

Raf i     (a) CWCfhCnfT Itr FP1-1 5750 aar 1/6925 of 2 October 196? 

Encli (1) CoaBtal Surveillance Force Swinaxy 
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(6) JJSU ßtatlatieal Suroaxy 
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(8) USB Civic Action StatiaUcal Svaaiary 
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(10) Photograph of öüJM-16 

1«   In accordance with reference (a)» endoatirea (1) through (10) are 
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UNCLASSIEIED 

COASTAL SliKVi.II.UiCK FOijCb, SUWtm 

In NovMHber tban «w a conttnu«d doert«M in Operation MARKET '.TKE 

aetltrltyf Mp*olaUr i^ th« northam coastal aozwaf a« iiiclament weather 

kopt tba aggragat« of Junk and aampan traffic vail below October's level« 

The number of Junka and aanpans detected by MARKET TIME tudta during 

Novamber totalled yS$$Skt the lowaat figure recorded ainee January 1967« 

Meanwhile» HARKET TIMK unite conducted 76 gunfire support miaaioua in 

Novwnber» The majority of the stisaiona occurred in the Third and Fourth 

Coaatal Zonesf and reaulted in the deatruction of nmerou« aiwry ttruc- 

turea, bankers and sanpana^ and the death of 18 Viet Cong (three probatlee). 

On 22 Movaaber MARKET TIME airborne patrol tracks «are reviaed in an effort 

to improro surveillance and airrultaneoualy reduce the total noaber of 

flight hours« Three coastline aectors replaced the existing two« thereby 

increasing the "re-visit •• time along each track, and "high-bay" flights 

sera tendnatad« Oaring the month, aa a result of heavy swalla, tw> Swift 

boats—PCfs Ik and 7i*—capaiaed and aanJc near the entrance to the Cua Viet 

channel« On 30 Noraafear the deployaent of PCFS to the Cua Viet area was 

suspended pending an inprovenent in weather conditions« 

On 3 Wovenber a Korean h»19 aircraft sighted six Viet Cong in two 

sarcpana Juat off the northeast tip of Cape Batangan, and radioed the posi- 

tions to 03COC POIirr CO^i^OBT. The cutter sutseqoently took the sarcpans 

under fire as they attempted to evade to the beach« The uul'ire destroyed 
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UNCLASSIFIED 
btth Btmpmm and klll«d fit» of the «««qr« On $ Htutmdbmr,  «t th« nquMt 

of •» «iitene spottw, USOQC BERU» STRAIT (WHEC 382) prorldod gunfire 

«appori agaiJMt an oetiMKtod ooapngr-aiM Viet Cong «nit «ppmarlwetoly 

50 niXoo north of Ca Kaa Point« The »potter later reported that the gun- 

five heavily daaagad 12 wmmgr »tructuree, deetroyed one wa^an, killed 

two VLot Cong and neunded four othero. That aene day PCF 11 took an area 

apprortaataly eleven niloa northnoortheaat of Ca Man Point under fire after 

reoaiving aataaatia'waapopa fire ftoa a hunker on the beach, Reaponding 

to oorroouona tramanittod hgr an airborne apottor, the PCF deatroyed a 100- 

fooi-leog banker linof the Swift boat*» fire alao initiated fire aeeondazy 

exploaiona« On 16 Mowbor BERINO STRAIT1» gunfire atruek a Viet Cong 

poeitLon 27 niloa north-northeaat of Ca Man Point« An airborne apottar 

enhoeqoontly reported ail round» on target and aaaoased the reaulta a» 

foUowi an» —f am§m and flu» atructure» deatroyed« tvo aanpana and 

aiz atrueturea daBagod^ and four Viet Cong killed and aix other« wounded. 

On 17 »oraaber PCF 9h conducted an hara»—anWandwintordictlan miaaion 

againat tuo Viet Cong eoapanie» a||»roTinat»ljr 30 mile» north-northeaat 

of Ca Maa Faint« The Salft boat1» Ql-aw, aortar fire wounded at leaat 

»•van of th» tmmfg  deatroyed fear aaq»ana# and dwagod three Viet Cong 

»tmotare»« 
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COKJlDrOTIAL GOHt 
mag PATROL FQHcy groottRT 

ESnSSSr 1967 

During November urdtc of the River Petrol Force continued to inflict 

heaty lossea on the en«y amid incxvaacd activity in the central HaRi Luong 

«ad baaeac Rivera and along the main shipping channel to Sal ion« 

On U Kovamber, seven vtilea southeast of Fly Tho« eight PBRa and two 

Navy helicopters cane to the assistance of a VietnameBe ouf post under 

attack by three Viet Cong compaidea,   fire from the ^AHB ; Auuiil* units 

helped repel tha attack, killing five of the «namy and «oinding at least 

U others«   On 1$ November, 10 miles southeast of Nba ue, a Nationalist 

Chinese merchant ahip an route to Saigon was struck by Iluaslan-aada KPG*? 

rocketa fired froB a Viet Cong position along the river bank«   Responding 

quicklyf PHka, Naty hallcoptara and Vietnamese Regional Force troops mahed 

to the area, killed five of the enery contingent and captured two rocket 

launchers«   On the 17th, five miles vest of Tra Vlnh, a Navy helicopter 

fire team cans to the assistsnca of a beleaguered Vietnamese outpost and 

killed at least 20 Viet Cong and probably 20 more as the enany tried to 

flee across an open field«   The next day, 1$ riles northwest of Vung Tau, 

a Viet Cong unit sxvod with rocoilless rifles attacked SS PRJSIDESI 

BUCHANAN in the Long Tau River«   PBRa, Navy helicopters and Vietneuneee 

Regional Force troopa embarked in Any halle opt ere sped to the seer«, 

encircled the ambuah site and killed ?3 of the eneiryj in addition, two 

rocoilless rifles were captured«    In the early morning hours of 2k November, 

2KBK*l6, anchored at the confluence of the Ham Luong and Ben Tre rivers. 
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mr>r 
coMPimraxAL 
Mfftevd an «ndMnwUnr «qplotion «hleh rlpp«d «n 18- by 17*foot hoi« In 

tte «raft1« lull« A rag&ai fir«, fy«nt«d by « rupturvd fu«l Unk, 

mwmU   038 HDNTERDCi COUNTT (IST 836)» «n station at tho mouth of th« 

Ha« Lacng RlT«r, «an« to th« aid of th« atrlckon CUKE WARDEN support 

bavg« •n* pxwidb«! trajor «aaiotan«« in «ztinguishing th« bias«. Two 

ttnjtmn di«d during th« incid«nt» II Mr« injured and i'iv« othor sailors 

«Mr« r«porttd missing, PBR ll6f aboard IRBH-16 for repairs, «aa dastroysd 

tgr th« fir«. On 26 Novwhor« two nil«« «aat of Tra On, a Navy haliooptar 

fir« t««M aidsd Popular Pore« unit« pinned down in a stretch of rice 

paddies by tue Viet Cong owpani««. Firing in close support of th« IV« 

and against heavy counter fir«, th« helicopters suppressed th« Viet Cong 

p««itionat killing at least 37 of th« eneny« 

—• ,1 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

RIVERINE ASSAULT 1'ORGE SUMMARY 
November 1967 ~^^ 

In November the Mobile Riverine Force launched Operation CORONADO 

IX, a multi-phase search and destroy mission whose scope was designed 

to encompass the area north of the My Tho stretch of the Mekong River 

and extend eastward from the Plain of Reeds region to the Soirap Riv- 

er. On 9 November the Vietnamese Marine Corps* 5th Battalion, 

stationed near Dong Tarn, began participation in CORONADO IX as part 

of a plan to have a VNMC battalion operating with the MRF on a contin- 

uing basis. On 18 November the Mobile Riverine Base made its deepest 

penetration into the Mekong Delta to date, moving 35 miles up the 

Mekong River from its anchorage near Dong Tam to the,vicinity of Sa Dec. 

On 1 November the MRF shifted its base of operations from Vung 

Tau to the Dong Tam area in preparation for Operation CORONADO IX. 

During the MRB relocation an ATC, conducting mineswe^ping operations 

ahead of the task group, uncovered a 170-pound moored, conical-shaped 

mine in the Cua Tieu River, eight miles east of My Tho. The water- 

mine was subsequently disarmed by EGO personnel« 0r\ k November the 

initial phase (4-6 November) of CORONADO IX was conducted in the Cam 

Son Secret Zone of Dinh Tuong province, and was aimed at elements of 

the Viet Cong's main-force 263rd Battalion. Contact with the enemy 

was light as MRP elements killed five Viet Cong and destroyed BU 

bunkers. The next phase (9-11 November) of CORONADO IX, conducted in 

the Cfuii    nd Ban Long Secret Zones of Dinh Tuong province, marked 
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C ;NKIDENTIAL 

the initial employment of the VNMC,8 5th Battalion as an Integral 

unit of the MRF« Although heavy contact with the 263rd Battalion 

was not established, the combined forces killed 11 Viet Cong, cap- 

tured eight others, destroyed 113 enemy bunkers, and detained 59 

suspects« Between Id and 2k November, riverine operations conducted 

in eastern Kien Phong and western Dinh Tuong provinces resulted in 

the death of 5U Viet Cong, the destruction of 273 enemy bunkers, and 

the seizure of over kO$0O0 rounds of small-amis anmunition« During 

this period 10 U. S« soldiers and three Vietnamese Marines were 

wounded. 
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OOHFUXRUL • MOffOn 

«t l«wt 20 aortt   Tb» ntact day» 10 KLIM «Mt of My Tho, S$ Provincial 

Wmmmiaumm Unit troop« aabaiicad In a «atar-taad war« «&buah«d bgr Viat 

Gang anad with raaolllaaa rLflea and automatic weapon«,   RaapondLng 

^pilelrlx» tkuraa i«AQ 2L craft» tm PBBa and a Nayy halieoptar fir« taaai 

apad to tha accnat acppreeead tha anaaqr poaltlona, and raaeued h9 of tha 

FSDa» 12 of IAKä «era «oundadi ona P&U was killed during the encounter 

and fiv« othere ware reported rleeicg.   On the afternoon of the ZLet* 11 

adlaa aoutheaat of Kha Be» a l$-nan enaagr aaboah teaa vas killed ly tha 

cowbinad effort« of tue Bagionai Force coo?>ttnle«, RAQ 22 craftf PBRa and 

laiy tvliooptera«   Tha Viet Cong had bean dateated initially bgr an air- 

home apottar who «ubaequently vectored tha Allied unite to the anhaah 

«ita.   Later« intelligence report« indicated that tha enaajr contingent 

had bean part of tha Viat Cong tea» that had attacked a Nationalist 

Cbtnaaa »erchant «hip in the Long Tan channel an the 15th«   Juet before 

daan an tha 19th, in reaponaa to an intelligence report, unite of Cooatal 

Qvaop 3$ atraek a Viat Cong ataging are« near tha Co ChLan Eiver, four 

adlea aoathaaat of Tra Vinh«   Tha Coaatal Group unite attacked the ene^jr 

ait« «1th Mahlna-gun and 60Hna« »ortar fix«, killiug 11 of tha Viet Cong 

and —Hag «everal «tore« 
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NAVAL ADVISGBI QBOÜP SWHARI 
1557  

OB 1 MovwbWf In th» moBt aignifloant Intagration to dat« of tho 

VlotnanoM hmwf into Oporation MARKET T2M£9 four Float Command unite 

rollovod U, S, unita of aurvalllanea raaponalbilitiea in coastal patrol 

araaa 10 (aouthoatt of Uanang), UK («aat of Nha Trang), 6c (oaat of vung 

Tin) and 91 (waat of Phu Quoc laland).   During tho month tlto Flaet Comnand 

had a dally avoraga of 2*u5 chips available and a daily averaga of 19 

ahipa aMpIograd«   At tha sara tim tho Coastal Forca «nploycd a daily 

avtraeo of 166*2 junks of a daily aTorago of 192*6 availabla» and tha 

River Aasault Groups anplograd a daily average of 137*6 of the 161*5 craft 

available*   Meawidle, tha Vietnamese Marina Corps' six infsntxy and one 

artlllexy battalions were casHrltted to operations 71 percent of the tine 

and experienced light contact with tha snaay*   On 6 November the VlttfC *m 

$th Battalion dsplogred to Dong T«t and« on tha 9th, Joined the MF 

(conducting Operation CORONAL IX) aa an Integral msmber of the forca j 

henceforth a VNHC battalion idll operate with the IT r on a continuing 

baala* 

On tha 16th, 70 milea southeast of Dananp, PCF. 12 conducted a gunfire 

support miaaion that helped repel and disperse an enemy force advancing 

on tha Coastal iroup 16 base*   In one of the Ws irojst suocesaful gunfire 

mieaiona this year, the PCE'a accurate fir« killed 19 Viet Cone, and wounded 
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COilFlDBiriAL 
CORFir" ^'U 

KILITAKr CIVIC ACTIOM AND PSTCIIOLQCICAL OPrRATION SmWAKY 
"•■"-» psagrOT  

Althoagh civic action projects and psychological operations arc dis- 

tinct in concept and axaeution9 tha nature of one often weaves itself 

thrweh the fabric of tha other« The lirer patrol sectlona of Operation 

CUHB »Alma,  for exa^xle, conduct HEDCAPa (Medical Civic Action Progran) 

regularly for residents of the Delta« The visits involve not only the 

traataMint of villagers for diverao aüjaenta, but also the distribution 

of vital eomnodltiea, including soapt and aaalstanoa to the Vletnaseae 

in natter* of individual and uoawiinl kgrglone« In Novenber four njod one- 

half tone of ■ediaal sappllea and over five tens of soap «ore delivered 

to Delta-baaed unite for use during HEOCAPa and aimilar Riesiona« In 

addition to HSDCAPa and other related projects, xiver patrol crart regu» 

larljr condnot "payops1 miaaiona «hieh include loudspeaker broadcaats and 

the diatribution of leaflets and other literature« On mnercua occaaiona 

during Movaaber» Delta residents hailed FBBa on patrol and voluntarily 

fnmiahod the cravs vlth reliable intelligence information which was 

aubaoquently used in succassrul opcretione again&t the Viet Cong« In 

recent ronths the zanber of buch incidents has increased steadily« 

Typical of the Vietnaaeae liavy'a increasing efforts in the field of 

civic action and "ps/ops" is the work of the VNi^s two hospital ships, 

EAT OIANG (HQ UOO) and UJui ZIMQ  (HQ 1*01). The two ships, both of which 

are converted I£Me (Landing Ship, Medium), vielt coastal and riverine 

QROUP k 
Doengradod at 3 year intex vale 
Deelasaified after 12 /ears 0«3% Od 
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CONKIUKKTXAL 

mtm oo a continuing b«el«t and prwida iwdical and d»nUl ear» far tha 

naadQr* at «til aa diatilbvting ccawodltlaa,   Oftan tha ships* craaa ilao 

dlstrlbuta ■agaalma9 laaflata «ad poatara» and «abarkad GovamBant 

"payapa* %mmm eondnot loodapaakar broadeaata,   Fonatiiiaa "eultani pla- 

toona« aiibaaqaaniljr antartain tha Tillagara« and tha antlra vielt is 

eappad tgr a hviaf addraaa from a fontar Viet Con • who defected under the 

Chian Hal (Open AXM) Progim,   During NaYwber the VMN'a hospital ships 

Tislted mmmrtMM harlets and rtllagea along the rivers of the Delta and« 

over a two'aealc pexiod» treated more than 11*000 residents in need of 

nedieal or dental assistance. 
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UNCEftSSIHEß u r ! 

OBN STATISTICAl SUWiAPT 
Kovewber 1*67 

HABEST TIME rym WASBSN   Mobile Klverine Force 
tetactlor« 36,5H1» 65,729 » 
TRspectionn 13,73* lii,876 » 
Boardine« 8,323 37,399 s 
Craft dvtalnad 2 » •■ 

Paraona detained 283 397 221 
Viet Cong 8V3peete 9 30 16 
HoeUle fir« incidents 11 129 5 
SiMey eaaiuatieai 

a«    Killed                  18 (3 prob«) 230 7$ 
b,     bounded 6 '4 •u- 
c.   Captured 0 2 18 

VSÜ casualtiest 

JL a«    Killed 0 0 
b0   V/ounded 0 37" 1 
c.   Captured 0 gw 0 
d.    m««in,;T 0 0 

Kncnor naterial locteei 
a.    Destroyed i 

(1) Junks or sarpaiie 30 100 22 
(2) "tructures 20 175 765 

b#    Capturedi 
(1) Junks or sampans 2 20 0 
(2) Weapcsia 
(3) Araronltion (round 

« 21 26 
«)          * 315 ia,655 

(k) Rice (tons) » .7 1 
os    Daaiafredt 

(1) Junto or sampans 19 78 » 
(2) Structures 12 130 « 

USN material lessee t 
a«    Destroyedt 

(1) Surface craft 2**                   1  (PBR) 0 
(2) Helicopters » 0 0 

b#    Uaaiagedi 
(1) Svrface craft 0 12 14 
(2) lielicoiurs ■>;- 1 0 

SAH rissloie !; » » 

Resisiicat 
• Inforaatlon not ßpplic&ble or ttot available tiriis date« 

«« Tvo R'Ko capsised and Rank ae a re«ult of h^avy swells, 
# Two oilier üayyKen died as a result of the 2Rb{i«l6 incideüt« 

## Includes 11 Uavyrsen Injured In the YKBK-16 iricldent, 
Thae« five Hmgnsen were reported ndiMBin   follo»d.iig Ylai*>.l6 Lncideat, 

OROITP k 
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TJfM^t^ 

IMÄ IM75 

8t3S8 
2,962 

36,475 
26964S 
32,528 

9,336 

auü-toUi.«       31,196       104,9^7 

2 
0 
3 

124 
3 
0 

260 

1,121 4,824 

umm m 
5,880 15,S9a 26 

rmLS        38,197        125,7^9 290 

K/hUt      9 KIA*»       16 CAPTtKU?**       159 SÖSPKCTS Oi.TAIiaD*# 

VIB4C» 1 KIA**        «3 iOA*» 

iMHriWI 

^nduoUKl 52 gunflr« suppoort missidt» durliv. 'toveanMr« 

**Through 25 ^»Mto»r. 

QiOBP4 
DotrngmdMl ht 3 /«Ar interval» 
ifeelassifi»d after 12 ymrv 
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vvcu sin~o 
Ü.-.M Cl.IC ACTIJH .'>7 T: TICAI. .^?mm 

/(•Tonber 1967*" 

1«    Const rue wiv)n: 
a,    Dl3p«in8ari«a 
L,    ! /al    riöj/inwib«r of fumlliMi 
e.      cho^ls/claa^roows 
d. v.ell» 
e, ChurchM 

?,    Ködic&l treatMntt 

A 

a, •itu.iivl iMdicin» 1 »335 
b, D.ntftl 755 
c, "u: g^iT- 76 
d, "Ä'srrencjr •▼aeuatlons 1^7 

Health and aanlifitloni 
a, Clasisaa on persocal hj'gione/attenfunea /v/106 
b. ImMiniwiioM 1,?54 
e« Nadleal «id«« or mrsas tr&lnai 9 
d, Phyvioal axaalaatio— a 
a« pray insacticida oparatlona 13 
f •      weawo araa« drainad 1 

4«    Dlstrlbutioa of conwoditiaa (pound« unlaea oiherwia« apaciriad): 
a#    C.oant ?B,mQ 
b. Clothing 4,020 
c. Food 49,U0 
d. Lwabor (board feat) 287,300 
a#    Modical, non-praaerlption 110 
f. ildwlfa kits (naribw) 
g, "ohool kli-a (nmher) l,0ff? 
h, •>oap 711 
1. na ahaata (nwabar) 1,177 
J, Woodworking kit« (numbar) 3 
k.    ^ p«r blankat« (nunbar) 
1.    Parsonal kit« (nambor) * 
au    Magotinaa (nonber) * 

5»    lüiucatianal affortot 
a.    Engliah claaaoo/attoadanoa 3/307 

6«     'olantary plaater eoniributiona in sup ort oft 
a, Orphanagao U*^C0 
b, choola li,590 
c, .'.oa^itala 120,950 
d, /f>N Uoaaing 76,'/i.O 

Rmarkat 
« Infonnation not c/alla la this dato« 

023709     ncl08l*re (e) 
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USCOC BERING STRAIT  (WHEC 382), one of the five 311-Class 
Coast Guard cutters assigned to Operation MARKET TIME. 
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Starboard-si de view of YRBK-16 following the underwater 
explosion and subsequent fire on the 2itth, 

Enclosure  (10) 


