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CHAPTER V 

THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR: THE FIRST PHASE 

1936 - 1937 

Every experience which civilian populations had had 

with aerial bombardment between 1914 and the outbreak of the 

Second World War in 1939 was dwarfed by the events of the 

Civil "Jar in Spain. This struggle, which lasted from July 

1936 until the Spring of 1939, served as a testing ground 

for the later war inasmuch as the Spanish conflict soon 

involved more than the opposing political groups of Spain 

itself. At least three major European powers — Germany, 

Italy, and the Soviet Union — contributed personnel and 

materiel in substantial amounts to the fighting. And a 

number of individuals of other nationalities participated 

in the caiipaigns or played an active role in the bitter war- 

fare which resulted in the ultimate defeat of the Spanish 

Republican government. 

The library shelves of the world are crowded with 

accounts and appraisals of the Spanish Civil War. From every 

angle — political, social, economic, military, psychological, 

and ideological — the events and implications of this three- 

year conflict have been discussed, described, and dissected. 

Through the avenues of the daily press, the newsreels, the 

radio, government documents, books, pamphlets, and public 

speeches the causes and effects of the war have been presentee 



Conceivably, the flood would still be pouring forth in only 

slightly diminished volume had not the more terrible events 

of 1939-1945 provoked an even greater inundation. 

In all this spate of words and pictures, aerial bombard- 

ment of civilian populations during the Spanish war received 

some attention.    But, in the main, the military campaigns 

and the international politics of the struggle won the greater 

publicity.   There were reasons for this.   For all its use of 

new weapons and accelerated movement, the Spanish war was an 

old time war.    It has been characterized as a war of impro- 

vization, and this to a degree it certainly was.     The strug- 

gle was fought out in a comparatively small area and with 

limited numbers when one sets it against the canvas of wars 

of the past.    There were long periods when no major actions 

were in progress, and on many occasions even minor skirmishes 

occurred with infrequency.   For all the hullabaloo aroused 

by the Spanish Civil War, it could scarcely be called one of 

the great wars of history in terms of numbers involved, 

territory overrun, or military problems presented.   It was 

great only in its impact upon a world rushing toward self- 

destruction. 

^•Qen Duval writes:    "11 n'y a .  .  . aucune conclusion 
a tirer d'une organisation qui n'a pas ete la consequence 
d'un choix, mais d'une nlcessit^."   Ge'ne'ral Duval, Les Lecons 
de iä guerre d'Esgagne, 1938, p 233.   See also Spaulding, 0£. 
clt., p 52, which quotes a German Major Welsch as saying: 
^This Spanish war is an affair of shortages and ioprovlza- 
tions. .  .  ."' 
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Aerial warfare during the three years of fighting received 

many headlines and much attention from the public, as well as 

from the military observers of all nations.   With the example 

of the Italians in Abyssinia fresh in mind, much was expected 

of the aeroplane in the Spanish war.   It is for the techni- 

cians to say to what extent the experiences of the 1936-1939 

conflict added to the knowledge of the limitations and capa- 

bilities of aircraft in war.   There appears to have been 

plenty of speculation on these subjects, if very little clear 

conclusion.    Host of the aviation and military periodicals 

engaged in long discussions of the technical and tactical 

aspects of the war in the air.    But the major concern of this 

examination is the lengths to which aerial bombardment of 

civilian populations was carried out and the effect this 

method of attack had upon the morale of the noncombatant 

elements of the Spanish nation. 

The most widely accepted generalization is that the 

Spanish people, whether they were in sympathy with the 

Government or the rebel cause, whether they lived in towns 

or villages on the one side or the other of the fight, reacted 

to the bombardments in very much the same fashion.     Whether 

^The rebels were variously called VJhites, Insurgents, 
Nationalists, Rightists, Fascists, Rebels, Falangists, and 
other less frequently used terms.   Those who supported the 
successive governments which opposed the rebellion were 
usually designated as Reds, Loyalists, Government, leftists. 
Communists, Anarchists, Anti-Clericals, and other names. 



U6 

Loyalist or Insurgent, the Spanish people subjected to aerial 

bombardment showed a uniformly strong tendency to stiffen 

thilr resistance against the enemy when they were the victims 

of attack from the skies.    During the war the publicists and 

apologists for each of the opposing factions circulated this 

finding as widely as possible, both within their own canp and 

to the world at large.    However, both Government and Rebel 

authorities claimed that only their own adherents supported 

this generality, and that the other side was thoroughly 

demoralized by the inability or unwillingness of civilian 

populations to carry on the war in the face of threatened 

or actual attack from the air.   That there was a good deal of 

truth in all these assertions, and that there were aspects 

of the   effects of aerial bombardment upon the civilian 

populations not covered by so brief an estimate are facts 

which are undeniable, even though this,  again, is a gener- 

alization. 

To move from the general to the particular is to prove 

the assertion of a number of observers that the Spanish Civil 

War was no proper test of the way large masses of people 

would react to aerial bombardment.   The bombing at its most 

For the sake of uniformity, and to avoid confusion as much as 
possible, the terms Insurgents and Loyalists will commonly be 
used in these chapters, unless for the sake of clarity and 
euphony the terms Franco and anti-Franco, or Rebel and Govern- 
ment seem preferable.   The rebelling forces preferred the name 
Nationalist, but this seems too easily confused with Loyalist 
to be used here. 
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severe and prolonged was but a feeble show compared with what 

happened in Britain, Germany, and Japan, for example, a few 

years later.   However, there are in the Spanish conflict 

enough indications of the types of behavior of civilians 

under the stresses of air raids to give point to a close 

examination of the successive stages of warfare from the air. 

To afford a cui-nmulative view of these effects it has seemed 

best to present the examples of air attack upon civilian 

populations in a chronological fashion.   It is clear that 

the impact of a single raid, however revealing its effects 

(nay be, is rather meaningless without a consideration of 

what has gone before, and, even more, with what follows after- 

ward.   And, in the Spanish conflict as much is in the later 

worldwide war, it was the curar;.ulative rather than the isolated 

element which held the significance, 

At the outset of the rebellion, the Spanish Air Force, 

small and ill-equipped, remained loyal to the constituted 

government, although a mimber of its officers escaped in 

the first few days to join the Insurgent movement.    General 

Francisco Franco, who shortly after the outbreak of the 

revolt became the leader of the anti-Government forces, 

was not an aviator, but he had apparently an early apprecia- 

tion of the rcle aviation could play in the planned over- 

throw of the Madrid government and quickly called it to his 

assistance.   The man originally slated to head the revolt was 
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General Jose Sanjuro, but he was killed in a plane crash at 

Lisbon on 20 July 1936, the third day of the uprising, nhile 

flying to Spain to take command.   General Franco, who had been 

flown from his post in the Canary Islands to Spanish Morocco 

at the outbreak of the insurrection,^ immediately was received 

as leader of the movement.   Within the next few days the 

revolt had effectively neutralized the government outposts in 

Morocco, and Franco, with the aid of German planes, trans- 

ported Spanish Foreign Legion and Moorish troops to the main- 

land where the revolt had met with a number of early reverses.^ 

The Madrid government did not have the airpower to oppose 

this troop carrier shuttle employed by Franco, and the areas 

of the Mediterranean coast south of Sevilla were generally in 

Insurgent hands, so the landings from Africa were unopposed. 

As a result of these and other factors, the uprising which 

^The story of this flight, in a small English cabin plane 
with an English pilot, makes interesting reading.    It is best 
told in Reynolds and Eleanor Packard, Balcony Empire, 1942, 
pp 37-40.   See also A. Plenn, Wind in the Olive Trees. 1946, 
pp 22-23. 

^According to one German account, on 26 July 1936, Gen 
Milch, in conference with Gens WLlberg, Kesselring, and 
Stumpf, announced Gen Goring1 s agreement with Gen Franco to 
make available a fleet of Junker 52 transport planes with 
German "volunteer personnel" to ferry the troops from Tetuan 
to Sevilla.   This arrangement was made under conditions of 
the most strict secrecy.   H. Bongartz, Losmacht Deutschland. 
1943, Vol I, p 123.   C Foltz, Jr., The M'LJuerade in Spain. 
1948, pp 47-48, says that Hitler sent 30 transport planes to 
do this work and that on 28 July they unloaded Spanish 
Foreign Legionnaires at the Sevilla airport     Se3 also W. 
Beumelburg, Kampf um Spanien. 1940, pp 22-o.   There is some 
evidence that Italian planes were also made available to Franc 
for these early transport activities from Spanish Morocco. 



:A-97030 
U9 

had been planned as a military coup d'etat against the govern- 

ment became a civil war when many provinces remained loyal to 

Madrid, and yet the constituted Spanish government was not 

able to stamp out the widespread fires of revolt which had 

been kindled by the action of the army officers who had 

secretly planned the movement, and by certain groups among 

the royalists, clergy, and propertied classes who supported 

the insurrection once it had broken into the open. 

Which side began aerial bombardment of civilian areas 

and populations is a matter of dispute.   Erch side accused 

the other, and apparently with some reason.    As early as the 

first week of the struggle, General Franco was quoted as hav- 

ing charged that the Madrid government was "'sending its 

planes to bombard cities and towns without defense, killing 

women and children.   .   .   ,,n*   Franco's reference was evidently 

to the reported bombing of the Spanish military stronghold of 

Tetuan in Morocco on 20 July 1936 which claimed twenty vic- 

tims, three of them children.     This seems to be the first 

frrime. mill:25, 27 Jul 1936.   Franco, still in Morocco 
at this time, added:    '"We will demand accounts from them as 
well as from those still on the fence ,  .  . ,'" meaning the 
provinces and individuals who had not yet joined the revolt. 
Ibid. 

"Capt Bauer, "Impressions et experiences de la guerre 
d'Espagne," Revue Militaire Sulsse, Feb 19'.J, digested in The 
Comnand and Staff School Quarterly Review of Military Liter- 
ature, XVIIlTöST'Sep 1938.    According to A-. Ko^stier, Spanish 
Testament. 1937, pp 70-71, a Government pla^ d/opped six 
bombs on the Military Headquarters at Tetupn on \ö July and a 
seventh bomb on the Larache aerodroma.   This, he says, resulte( 
in the protest and manifesto issued by Franco. 
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instance of bombing by Government aeroplanes, although an 

alleged attack upon the Moroccan port of Ceuta in late July 

is often cited as equally conclusive evidence of the Madrid 

governaent's culpability in this connection.7 

Another incident cited to show that the Loyalist side 

was the first to use aerial bombardment as an offensive weapon 

was the accusation that Cata Ionian planes raided Hue sea and 

Saragossa on 21 July.      Since Huesea was an important outpost 

protecting the vital rail and distribution center of Saragossa, 

these raids may have had legitimate military objectives. 

A British correspondent, H. G. Cardozo, tells of being 

in the town of Soria, which he locates at about UO miles 

north of the Guadarama mountains which ring Madrid, shortly 

after an air attack in July.    He reports that the "Red" 

planes dropped "small and clumsy" bombs which killed a score 

of individuals in the village.   He did not witness that par- 

ticular raid, but was on the ground in time for the second 

visit of three planes a short while after the first bombing. 

This time, he says, the government planes dropped a score of 

light bombs on motor traffic congesting the streets, "but 

7Gen Niessel, "Les Bombardements aeriens en Espagne," 
La. France Militaire. 1 Sep 1938, digested in The Comnand 
and Staff School Quarterly Review of Military Literature. 
XIX:101, Mar 1939.     '      .   """""" "' 

Öfi. A. Peers, Catalonia Infelix. 1937, p 262.    No 
mention is made of the number of casualties, if any, or of 
effects upon civilian morale. 
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again doing very little real damage."? 

Apparently the first really severe re id of the war came 

on 27 July when, according to an English witness, Sir Peter 

Chalmers Uitcheli, Franco's planes bonted a working-class 

section cf Uslaga, killing UO and wounding 150, mostly women 

and children.   So great was the anger of the Malaguenans that 

a mob marcael to a local prison, took out forty-five inmates, 

and shot t .en as s. reprisal.10   This is the first evidence 

of the reaction of civilian popiilations to bombardment of 

predominately non-milit&ry areas.    In each of these early 

cases — Tet aan, Ceuta, Huesca, Saragossa, Soria, Malaga — 

the town wafa important as a tx*ansportation or garrison center 

and thR planes,  :or.ceivably, iiii.:ht have beer, aiming at mili- 

tary CDncentration? of troops or supplies.-   That the bombs 

weie chopped hi residential areas or on busy thoroughfares 

might have been claimed, by either side, a? accidental.    Since 

the practice persisted throughout the war, however, it is 

9H. G. Cardozo, Tha March of a Nation, 1937, pp 33-34. 
He   .'urther remarks that he found the anti-aircraft volleys 
fired at the planes by "excited volunteers" more alarming 
th>>n the dropping bombs.    If this town of Soria is the same 
as the provincial capital and rail j ir.ction given on standard 
mtps of Spain, Mr Cardozo has his mileage wrong.    Soria, on 
the maps, is about 115 miles northeast of aladrid and some 
1 »1 miles by rail, and lies 91 Tiiles by rail southeast of 
Borgos, not very near the Guadaramas, 

10Duches3 of Atholl, Searchlight on Spain, 3rd ed., 
1938, p 85.   Quoting "itchell's book, M^ House in Malaga, the 
Duchess of At.ioll says, "Bven so, 'some attempt at selection 
was made, the names of the victims being called from a pre- 
pared list'"   /of rebel sympathizers and suspected Rightists/. 
Ibid. 
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doubtful that such a defense, after the act, would receive 

much support from the side attacked. 

If these are the first, as they certai.dy are among the 

earliest, incidents of this sort, then the Madrid government 

probably cannot escape the blame for having cast the initial 

bomb.   There were, however,  reasons, if not extenuating ones, 

for the fact that the Franco forces dii not strike in this 

manner until after they had been attacked themselves.    In the 

early weeks of the war large sections of Spain went over to 

the Rebels — much of the provinces of Andalusia, Valencia, 

Valladolid, Burgos, and Aragon, as well as the important 

cities of Sevilla, Salamanca, Toledo, Saragossa, Granada, 

and Cadiz — as did the outlying points which could be used 

as Insurgent bases, for example the Balearic Isles, Morocco, 

and the Canaries.   Madrid, therefore, without a sizable and 

loyal army and navy could not hope to retake these large 

segments of the Republic by ground and sea action.   The only 

hope of crushing the revolt with speed lay in the disruption 

of transportation, communications, and the ordinary processes 

of communal life.   Too, the prevention of the junction and 

concentration of Franco's widely separated supporters had 

to be atte-cpted and the only way for Madrid to do this 

quickly was through the air. 

General Franco already, in the last week of July, had 

air supremacy over most of the Mediterranean coast of Spain 
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west of Valencia through the support of German and Italian 

fliers using their own planes and often wearing their own 

countries' uhlto^Äs, although Kitler and Mussolini were 

Ostensibly neutral at the time and, in fact, had signed the 

nort>»int«il^rention agreement proposed by France and Britain. 

Had Franco employed his air forces to attack the Government 

strongholds of Madrid, Valencia, Barcelona, and the Basque 

provinces in the north, he not only would have spread his 

aerial resources very thin, but he would have antagonized as 

well the populations of these vital regions which he was 

anxious to win over quickly.    If he could gain control of the 

larger centers before the Government could organize its 

resistance, the chances for the success of his insurrection 

would be almost certain.    Therefore,  he had no wish to 

devastate these industrial and political capitals of the 

Spanish peninsula.    His cause was weak enough among the 

middle class populations of Madrid and Barcelona and it was 

even weaker with the working proletariat in the few indus- 

trial regions of Spain, most of whom opposed the revolt for 

ideological as well as for economic reasons. 

Franco, at the outset, had everything to lose from 

aerial attacks on the major Governm&nt areas, and even upon 

the means of transportation.    On the other hand, the Madrid 

forces, while they ran the risk of alienating support in a 

few populous centers of the country by resorting to aerial 
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bombardment, had a wider range of choice than did Franco, 

since the rural and economically backward regions of the 

south and central portions of Spain were much less sympa- 

thetic toward the socialist-minded Republican government 

than they were toward the fascistically-inclined monarchist, 

clerical, and aristocratic elements which threw their support 

to the army officers who engineered the insurrection.   The 

choice, such as it was, apparently lay with Madrid and, for 

whatever reason, the Spanish Republican government elected 

to take the risk of being the first to resort to aerial bom- 

bardment of centers where civilians might suffer from the 

results. 

However, the Loyalists were not so callous as to dis- 

regard the implications of war against defenseless civilians.11 

So, even the earliest air attacks were directed principally 

against "military" targets; the fact that civilians were 

endangered was incidental and unintentional, if we are to 

believe official protestations.    And the Franco forces, 

likewise, deplored the injuries to civilians following the 

early raids made by their bombing planes.   As soon as it was 

clear that aerial bombardment of civilian areas — whether 

of military importance or not always being a subject for 

1-1".  , . Loyalist aviators have had the strictest 
orders since early in the war not to bomb civilian objec- 
tives or cities and towns back of the lines — and those 
orders have been obeyed within a normal margin of errors." 
Matthews, og. cit., p 307. 
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debate — would be an actual, if not admitted, part of the 

strategy of each side, the pattern was set.    Planes flew over 

settled areas, dropped their bombs, killed and injured men, 

women, and children, damaged property, and, perhaps» hit a 

truly military objective in the process.    Of course, where 

planes attacked front lines, marching or bivouacked troops, 

and supply lines, the issue was clear.   But in a civil war, 

more than in any other kind, who is to say where is the 

front, what is a bivouac, and how thin is a supply line? 

And there is even evidence that sometimes aeroplanes bombed 

and strafed troops of their own forces, not knowing that 

the enemy had retreated from a certain position, or because 

of poor visibility.^ 

The first reports of aerial bombardments seem to be 

devoid of information as to their effects upon the civilian 

populations.    They give numbers and dates, casualties, if 

any, but do not tell of the effects.    Several accounts say 

that bombs were "dropped on" Tetuan, Algeciras, Cadiz, 

Saragossa, but do not always mention whether there were legit- 

imate military objectives in the vicinity and say little about 

the behavior of civilians.^   One of the first of the many 

12For examples see C. Salter, 'o£. cit., p 40, and 
Beumelburg, gja* £&•» P 96. 

^See, for example, the excellent coverage of the war 
by the Vatican newspaper, L'Osservatore Romano, which reported 
bombings each day, but in the accounts examined for the early 
days of the war gave little in the way of particulars, while 



156 

interesting observations of civilian behavior followed an 

attack by bombers sent from Barcelona by the Catalan govern- 

ment to attack the Rebel concentrations at Saragossa.   This 

appeared in the English aviation periodical Flight, and reads 

as follows: 

... so far from intimidating the people of the town, 
the raiders have proved to be excellent recruiting 
sergeants.   The townsmen have been infuriated and have 
hastened to enlist.   That may be because the damage 
done by bombs has been small.   It may be that, if a 
city were subjected to a systematic bombing by a large 
force of regulars, the people would clamor for surrender. 
If so, it would be the first time in history that a 
virile nation had been beaten by "frightfulness."^* 

Rebel planes appeared over the north Spanish resort and 

summer capital city of San Sebastian several times in August 

and on the 13th "five new Italian planes bombed the town,"^ 

There is no indication as to casualties or other effects. 

On the following day more Rebel planes were back, but they 

apparently dropped only leaflets demanding the immediate 

deprecating the discrepancies in the reports received; the 
New York Times for the same period, 19 July - 31 July 1936, 
mentioned fewer bombings and did not expand upon the bare 
facts.    Possibly the strict censorship of news reports 
emanating from Spain at this time may have been responsible 
for the brevity of accounts of bombings» 

^«The Bombing of Saragossa," Flight. XXX; 195, 20 Aug 
1936,    It is not dear whether the raid referred to was that 
of the 21st ^ 22nd, 23rd, or 24th of July, on each of which 
days attacks were made against Saragossa,   On the 24th the 
objective was the Rebel barracks, according to the New York 
Times^ 25 July 1936. 

^o. L, steer, Jhe Tree of Gemika, 1938, p 25. 
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surrender of the city to the Insurgents.16   This is the first 

mention of Rebel activities so far north and would seem to 

indicate that Franco was by then able to spare some of his 

Italian pilots who had been ferrying troops or protecting 

operations along tne Mediterranean.    Madrid, at last, was 

taking no chances, for the Ministry of War ordered a nightly 

blackout after eleven o'clock, as well as a prohibition 

against any but essential street traffic after that hour.   The 

stations of the municipal subway    system would remain open as 

refuges for the city's population in the event of air raids. 

Private homes could still be lighted, but windows were to be 

covered to prevent the lights from showing in the streets, 

and all public gatherings as well as visiting in private 

homes and apartments was to cease after eleven in the evening.1' 

From the middle of August 1936 onward no city or sizable 

town in Spain was free from the threat of aerial bombardment 

so long as the war lasted.    However, the main targets of the 

Rebels were the important cities of Madrid, Barcelona, Malaga, 

Valencia, and the Loyalist strongholds on the Bay of Biscay, 

San Sebastian, Santander, and Bilbao,    The Government forces 

l6Ibid.   He writes that the commanding officer of the 
local garrison "threatened to shoot five prisoners for every 
person killed by bombardment from air or sea.   Everybody 
laughed at this war of counter-threat except the prisoners»** 
Ibid. 

^L^Qaservatore Romano, 9 Aug 1936, p 8, 
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never entered into the practice of bombing civilian centers 

with the savagery and frequency employed by the Insurgents, 

but in the early period of the war they did attack such popu- 

lation points as Saragossa, Sevilla, Salananca, Algeciras, 

Cadiz, Valladolid, Palma on the island of Mallorca, and lesser 

towns in Franco-controlled territory.   As the war progressed 

and more areas were lost to the Loyalists, aerial bombardment 

became more concentrated and practically one-sided.   Loyalist 

planes appeared with less frequency over the Insurgent towns 

and rarely loosed bombs on civilian settlements.    The German 

and Italian fliers operating in behalf of Franco, however, 

intensified their efforts and the world came to take for 

granted that any report of an air raid upon a Spanish city 

had to do with a Rebel attack by Nazi or Fascist pilots upon 

one of the few cities which remained in the hands of the 

Loyalist forces — Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Bilbao, or 

some other town which found itself the target of Franco's 

bombers on one day and part of a headline the next. 

When the first aerial bomb fell on Madrid is difficult 

to say.    On the third day of the revolt, General Franco had 

threatened that unless the Madrid government capitulated to 

the Insurgents he would bomb the headquarters of the Republican 

politicians in the capital,"^   His threat brought no surrender, 

18L'033ervatore iiomano. 20-21 July 1936, p 6, 
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and, apparently, no immediate action by Franco to carry out 

his promise,   A correspondent of the Petit Parisien was told 

by Franco, on 16 August, "'I shall never bomb Madrid — there 

are innocent people living there whom I have no wish to expose 

to danger,.'"19   On 23 August the Rebels asserted that their 

planes had bontoed two airports at Madrid, but the Loyalist 

government denied that there had been an attack,^   However, 

the next day's dispatches mentioned a Loyalist air attack 

upon a Granada airdrome as a "reprisal for the attack upon 

Madrid."^   The first clearly admitted air attack upon Madrid 

came at the close of August.   On the 27th, 28th, and 29th 

bombs were dropped on the city, but, except in the last of 

these raids when seventeen persons were wounded, little damage 

resulted.^   According to one account the "air bombing . . , 

was carefully worked out with a view to frightening the 

Cabinet into surrender if possible without inflaming the 

people of Madrid against the Whites any more than could be 

•^Koestler, 0£, cit,, p 165. 

20New York Times, 21* Aug 1936, p 1. 

21Ibid,, 25 Aug 1936, p 2. 

22Ibid., 28 Aug 1936, p 3; 29 Aug 1936, p 2; 30 Aug 1936, 
p 1.    See also, Atholl, 0£. cit., p 117, and Literary Digest. 
CXnitlir-lJi 5 Sep 1936^   A. Koestler, Menschenopfer Unerhört. 
1937► states that the first Franco bombs fell on Madrid at 
2330 on 29 Aug 1936,   He does not mention the attacks of the 
27th and 28th*   See also Koestler's Testament, p 16?, which 
says thei'e were three persons wounded in the raid on the 29th, 
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helped.,,23   But the capital's immunity which had been promised 

by Franco on 16 August was ended.2^   One of the bombs "blew 

late workers /at the Ministry of War/ from their chairs, 

strewed them with broken windowglass and garden-dirt.  ... 

Then zooming up from the first power-dive bombing Europe has 

ever savored .  ,  , the Rebel pilot, almost surely not a 

Spaniard, soared north,  .  .  .,,25 

Before the middle of September the island of Ibiza, 

largest of the southern Balearic group and about 100 miles 

southeast of Valencia, wa-s under attack by Rebel planes, obvi- 

ously of Italian origin,    Cn Sunday the 13th, bombs were dropped 

from four raiders on a waterfront crowd at Ibiza, killing 2k 

women and young children, as well as 13 older males.    Inflamed 

by this attack,  local Republican sympathizers machine-gunned 

23Time, XXVIII:l6, 7 Sep 1936,   The report continues: 
"At first White planes dropped only leaflets, next bombs 
directed solely at Madrid's military airport outside the city, 
finally showed expert marksmanship by putting a few bombs 
straight down into the Wall Street of Madrid, the famous Calle 
de Alcala, which runs between modern steel buildings of sky- 
scraper construction.   These few bombs wounded not hundreds 
but exactly 17 persons and killed nobody," 

2^Atholl, 0£. eit., p 117.   H. E. Knoblaugh, Correspondent 
in Spain, 1937, asserts that Franco notified the Loyalists that 
he would respect a zone "which he outlined, roughly a mile 
square, and asked that all women and children be sent to that 
part of the capital."   The government's reply, according to 
Knoblaugh, refused to recognize such a zone "but almost imme- 
diately it transferred most of its barracks and munitions to 
points within it."   Franco did not attack this zone until 
later, he says*   Pp 100-101, 

^Literary Digest. cmitU, 5 Sep 1936,   See also 
Koestler, Menschenopfer» p 181. 
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or bayoneted all of the Franco supporters who had been made 

prisoners since the outbreak of the revolt in July,2^   This 

reaction is cited because it repeats the experience reported 

from Malaga earlier in the conflict ,27 and illustrates a 

tendency which later became widespread in Loyalist Spain. 

As one writer puts it,  "Spanish governments, from the Napo- 

leonic wars onwards, have often found it impossible to pro- 

tect prisoners from the violence of a mob.    Their tradition 

is to use persuasion and only gradually to impose control."28 

The most ffcrocious acts of mob violence following Rebel 

air raids took place in Bilbao towards the end of September. 

Four bombing raids by German planes — morning, afternoon, 

and night of 25 September and the morning of the 26th — 

upon the important northern Spanish industrial and shipping 

city were described by a British journalist as a "sheer, 

unmixed assault upon the civilian population, who ran in 

26E. Paul, Life and Death of a Spanish Town. 1937, pp 
415-416.    Paul had heard the bombing from his villa at Santa 
Eulalia, about ten miles away, and on the 14th started to 
walk to Ibiza to investigate the situation.    His vivid des- 
cription of what he saw is given .on pp 417-419 of his book. 
On the 15th several Rebel planes flew over Santa Eulalia, 
but dropped no bombs.   Most of the inhabitants of the town, 
says Paul, had fled in terror to the woods. 

^See p 151 above. 

28Atholl, 0£, cit., p 85, quoting a Capt Gerald Brenan, 
a former British army officer and longtime resident of 
Spain, 
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terror through the streets.  , . ."29   Many of the refugees 

who had fled to Bilbao from the coastal points further east, 

Irun, San Sebastian, and small villages, became so enraged 

by these bombings that they followed the leadership of members 

of the left-wing CMT (Confederaclon Nacional de Trabajadores) 

labor organization and rushed to the docks.   There "they 

massacred sixty-eight of the prisoners in the prison ships 

.  .  . arid thought they had been merciful, for their own dead 

lay in hundreds.'^O   Another account mentions that the work 

of slaughtering the prisoners was carried-out by "Anarchist 

Militiavjomen" who, "Flying at these unarmed prisoners with 

knives, bayonets, and guns .  . . killed a total of 220 of 

whom 30 were priests, mutilating and gashing until finally 

stopped by the intervention of Spanish Civil Guards."^ 

Whether the number of Franco sympathizers killed by the 

2<?Steer, Tireef p 77.    Steer prefaces this estimate with 
the observation that "The Basques had no fighting planes, no 
anti-aircraft guns; nothing but a panicky refugee population 
from San Sebastian, hardly knowing where it lived, how it was 
to get food, and, at this terrible moment, where it was to 
hide.   For there were no bombproof shelters."   Ibid., p 76. 
For an interesting account of the one plane owned by the 
Basque Government see J. A. de Aguirre, Escape via Berlin, 
19ii4, pp 71-72, 77-79.   The plane was a specially equipped 
Curtiss pursuit type which had been the property of Haile 
Selassie, and was named "The Negus," in tribute to the 
Ethiopian Emperor. 

30Steer, Tree, p 77. 

3lTime, XXVIII:20-21, 5 Oct 1936.   The New York Times. 
26 Sep 195S, p 10, gives the figure of hostages executed 
as 60. 

wm 
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mob numbered 60 or 68 or 220 does not alter the significance 

of the incident.   And because Bilbao was a far more important 

city then Ibiza, the world heard of the horrors and ignored 

the preludes at Malaga and at the small Balearic Island port. 

At the time there appeared to be more indignation directed 

against the angry Basques than at the German aviators who 

dropped the bombs on Bilbao,   While it is a truism that two 

wrongs do not make a right, a world which condemned the actions 

of the mob might well have vented some of its denunciation 

upon the dictators whose planes launched the bombs which pro- 

voked the excesses.    On the ledger of excesses there also 

appears an entry for 24 August when it was alleged that 64 

priests were executed in Toledo as a reprisal for the "first 

air bombing of Toledo."^^   Thery is no doubt that many clerics 

were put to death in Toledo and elsewhere, but the exact 

connection between the executions and the air bombings of 

Toledo is   not mentioned in as clear terms by other sources, 

Bilbao and Madrid, thereafter, became the principal 

targets of the Rebel air forces.   Throughout the autumn of 

1936 Madrid was visited at frequent intervals by raiders 

based in Franco-held territory.   On 23 October the "first 

attack by a German Junker squadron" occurred.33   The next 

3%. Millar,  "The Little World War in Spain,'* in We 
Cover the World,. p 431. 

33Koe3tler> Testament, p 166. He says, "Little real 
damage was dons and only a small number of civilians were 
wounded."   Ibid. 
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day the planes returned.   Apparently fen boobs were dropped 

and the "White aviators contented themselves v»ith cutting 

didos in the air, ripping off belts of machine gun bullets at 

the sidewalks of Madrid.   When the planes had gone and the 

racket ceased the streets wore dotted white with leaflets 

calling on Madrid to surrender before the real hell of heavy 

bombing was loosed upon it."^ 

On the 30th of October the Madrilenos received a fore- 

taste of what this particular hell would be.    In a raid which 

destroyed the Getafe hospital, approximately 150 persons were 

killed.    "This barbarity, however, only increased the people's 

determination to resist the entry into their city of men whose 

feeling of hatred and desire to kill could be carried to such 

lengths," a prominent Loyalist author wrote following the 

raid.-^   The planes came over shortly before dusk.    According 

3/<Time, XXVIII:19, 2 Nov 1936.   Koestler, Testament, p 166, 
writes that 12 bombs fell, two women were killed, and 5 persons 
injured severely.   In an account of an earlier leaflet raid, 
Knoblaugh says that "Militiamen with rifles stood at the street 
intersections.   Anyone making the slightest motion toward one 
of the leaflets was shot on the spot.   At the end of the paper 
'bombardments' the militia would sweep up the leaflets and 
burn them."   Og. cit., p 101, 

35J. A. Del Vayo, Freedom's Battle, 1940, p 35.    "... 
Franco's 'Silver Falcons of Death'  . . . swooped silently 
over Madrid and for the first time since Spain's civil war 
began the capital, with its refugee swollen population of 
1,500,000, cowered and shuddered beneath the Impact of live 
bombs.   So sudden was this first attack that there was no 
time to sound alr-rald warnings, and before thousands of 
pedestrians and motorists on the streets could be herded 
indoors, the skies were raining shrapnel.   Over-125 were 
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to Koestler'a account they were sijc 3-engine Junkers which 

had approached Madrid "silently and almost noiselessly .  .  . 

at a very great height."    The planes dropped their bombs at 

a naraber of points in the center of the city as well as in 

the Getafe suburb.   Many of the casualties were children who 

had Leer, playing in the streets after their release from 

school,^" 

Perhaps apropos of this bombing, Frai.co was credited 

with saying over the radio, "'One bornb dropped on a hospital 

someti-nes means more than a victory,'"3'   Kacbiaugh, while 

not denying that this,  or some similar statement, was broad- 

cast by the Insurgent chief,  claims that its circulation by 

the Loyalists was a propaganda stunt designed to divert 

attention from their own excesses.-^     Franco's implication 

killed, including 70 children playing in the grounds of a 
^choolhouse."    Time,  XXVIII-.l?*, 9 Nov 1936.    As in all reports 
of air raids during the war the figures for casualties differ. 
No official listing was available against which to check news 
dispatches and other published casualty figures.   Even the 
detailed, raid-by-raid compilation in the publication of the 
Comite' ''ondial centre la Guerre et le Fascisme, Bombardements 
£k agre-sions en Esqagne, 1938, often uses the designations 
"Nombreuses victimes," or "Plusieurs victimes," or simply 
"Victimes."   For this particular raid it lists "125 tues, plus 
de 300 blesse's."   P 9*   Koestler, Testament> p 172» gives 200 
killed, 300 injured., 

koestler, Testament, pp 166-168.   For interesting impres- 
sions of the raids upon Madrid in the autumn of 1936, with no 
indication of the specific dates or casualties, see R. Sender, 
Counter-AtUck in Spain. 1937, PP 204-212, and 260-264. 

37A. L. Strong, Spain in Arms - Ig^ 1937, p 34. 

38Knoblaugh, 0£. cit., p 173. 
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was that in bringing home the horrors of air warfare to the 

civilian population of Madrid, arid other Loyalist cities, 

surrender would be hastened and the lives both of his own 

soldiers and of civilians, spared further bombardments, would 

be saved.   For a while, the supposedly imminent fall of Madrid 

to the Franco besiegers lent strength to the possibility that 

he might have been rignt, if somewhat brutal, in his guess. 

Further attacks took place in the first weeks of November, 

According, to Koestler's reckoning, raids occurred on thirteen 

of the first nineteen days of the month, causing some 800 

deaths and 2,800 injuries to civilians.^9   One early morning 

raid on 1U November by three trimeter Rebel planes killed 52 

in a Madrid working-class district — mostly women and children 

on their way to market and workers massed for a meeting.^ 

According to the records of the World Comnittee against War 

and Fascism, rfadrid was raided from the air on 18 of the 30 

days in November, as well as being subjected to artillery 

bombardment on 2U. days.   Only on the first, seventeenth, and 

twenty-fifth of that month was the city free from either or 

^oestler, Testament, pp 168-173, has a tabulation of 
these raids and the resultant casualties.    See also his 
Menschenopfer,, pp 18i4-191, for substantially the same infor- 
mation.    Atholl, 0£. cit., lists approximately the same 
totals.   P 117.. 

^ime, XXVIII: 23, 23 Nov 1936, and G. Cox» Defence of 
Madrid, 1937»- pp 113-1U. See also Literary Digest« CXXII: 
13-U, 21 Nov 1936. 
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both forms of assault.^   "To the terror of daylight air raids 

was added the unspeakable horror of night attacks," reads one 

report,    "".'omen and children fell in streets and parks, or 

under crumbling buildings. ,  .  . corpses mounted in the fnorgue 

faster than coffins could be made to receive them, and the 

bodies had to be buried anyhow."   Fires broke out in the 

darkened slums and "the shrieks of its inhabitants carried a 

mile away.''^   Geoffrey Cox, an English correspondent, sets 

the first night raid on 19-20 November.   He describes the 

scenes on the morning following, saying that there "was no 

panic over this attack, rather a dazed incomprehension, as 

if the people could not realise how such horror could come 

in one night, mingled with an almost childish curiosity."*" 

^Og, cit., p 10.   This statistical summary lists 80 
killed and ZJKJ wounded in an air raid on 9 November, 200 killed 
and many wounded by air raids and artillery shelling on the 
18th, and 161 killed, 204 wounded by bontos and shells on the 
19th,   Only in the attacks on the 6th and 7th are no victims 
listed, merely "Degats", or damages to buildings and property. 
P 10.   The (Anglicized title will be used in citing this work. 

^Literary Digest. CXXHtll, 28 Wov 1936.   Describing a 
raid of 14 November, a British publication said, in part, 
"Streets were torn up, water mains burst, and general confusion 
reigned.   Much adverse criticism has been leveled at General 
Franco for this and other air raids, but in fairness to the 
insurgents, it must be realized that he had offered to create 
a neutral zone for non-combatants, and cannot be held respon- 
sible if the Government chose to turn Madrid into a defended 
locality,"   "The International Situation; The Spanish Civil 
War," Journal of tte Royal United Service Institution. LXXXII: 
186, Feb 1937 f~" 

^ox, 0£. cU,, pp 122-127..   He eontinuesi "The 
MadrileKos appeared automatically to adopt towards these air 
raids the attitude of the front-line soldier in the Great War. 
If a bomb had your number on it, there was nothing you could 
do.   If not, why worry?"   Ibid.. p 127. 

MH 
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The International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation'a 

fourteen storey building, one of the most conspicuous of 

Madrid's 20th Century landmarks, was a frequent target for 

Franco's gunners on the outskirts of the city.   Now the Rebel 

planes attacked it with thermite bombs, doing only superficial 

damage.    All through the siege of Madrid during the autumn and 

early winter of 1936-1937 work went on in this skyscraper and 

its tower was used by Loyalist forces for spotting artillery 

emplacements as well as for warning of approaching aircraft. 

Because of its indestructability and its excellent vantage 

points, foreign correspondents used the building as a refuge 

and a headquarters.    As a sidelight it is interesting to note 

that: 

Scores of panic-stricken Madrid mothers decided that, 
even though Colonel Behn' s building seemed to be a 
target for White bombs, it also seemed to be able to 
take this strafing better than any other Madrid building, 
and in they swarmed with their children.   The Spanish 
moppets surprised correspondents by not blubbering or 
bawling, accepted biscuits and milk from Colonel Behn 
after their mothers had fearfully asked "how much will 
that cost?" and been reassured that the biscuits and 
milk were on the I. T. & T.2*^ 

For all the ferocity of the almost daily attacks on 

Madrid through November and December 1936, the air bombardments 

never reached the intensity of later assualts on Barcelona in 

^ime. XXVIII»20, 30 Nov 1936,   See also Cox, og, cit., 
pp 122-1251   CoL Sosthenes Behn at the time was president of 
the International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation, an 
American-owned enterprise which had a concession to operate 
the Spanish communi oat ions» 
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1938i   The civilian losses in Madrid were staggering enough. 

Still the Spanish capital held out, and air raids did not seem 

to lessen the population's detemination to resist the Franco 

forces which were fighting almost within the city itself.^5 

On 25 November 1936 a commission of six members of the 

British Parliament arrived in the capital to make an unofficial 

inspection of the effects of the war and the bombings upon the 

city.   They toured the area in and around Madrid and "were 

profoundly impressed by the calm attitude and the dignity of 

the people" of the besieged town.^°   Cox complains that one 

of the members of delegation, Wing-Commander James, minimized 

the importance of the bombings when he returned to London and 

told Parliament that the correspondents in Madrid had "entirely 

and absolutely misled him."   Cox quotes James as saying: 

"'They have never seen any bombardments.   And, what is more 

surprising, they are not seeing them now,'"^'   Cox and the 

other correspondents, whatever their limitations, were certainly 

^5cox-, o£. cit., pp 125-132; Matthews, oo. cit., pp 196- 
206; and Sender, 0£. cit., p 278, are among the writers who 
present testimony to the resistance of the citizens of Madrid 
to the Franco bombings. 

^"»L1 Enquete en Espagne de six membres de la Chambre des 
Communes," Revue de 1'Armee de l'Air. IX:218, Feb 1937.   Four 
Laborites, Seymour Cocks, Capt Crawfurd Green, Dai Grenfeld, 
and Wilfred Roberts, with two Conservatives, Ma;) Archie James, 
and Capt J. R. J. Macnamara, comprised the delegation.    See 
K. S,, Watson, Single to Spain. 1937, for sidelights on this 
visit, 

^Cox, op,, cit., p 125. 
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experiencing air bombing and shelling practically every day. 

However, as a writer for a Swiss military publication 

put it: 

If there is an example typical of the failure of this 
creation of the imagination, ^he Douhet theory/ it is 
certainly the action of the Nationalist aviation against 
Madrid.  .  .  . Everyone knows the result of this method 
Douhetiennes nothing; nothing, at least of what was 
expected by the directors at Burgos.   They needed to 
deal with a nation ox cowards, without resource, without 
pride, and without courage, in order that the ravages 
and destructions effected in the rear, painful and dis- 
couraging as they might be, could succeed in a decisive 
manner to break the morale of the inhabitants. 

Massive bombing operations, well conducted and well 
supplied, could evidently do a great deal of damage; 
but to win the war that way alone, there is an abyss, 
an abyss which is far from being jumped.**** 

Herbert L. Matthews, one of the better-known American 

foreign correspondents, who had arrived in Madrid on 2 

December 1936, testified to the fact that aerial bombardments 

had not at that time shaken the resolve of the people of the 

capital to face up to the difficulties of the siege by the 

Rebel troops.   He attributed this determination to a spirtual 

as well as physical vitality within the Madrilenos which he 

saw exhibited in many small incidents during that first winter 

of the war.^   Another correspondent, William P. Carney, also 

^"D'Autres lemons de la guerre d'Espagne," Revue 
Militaire Suisse. Mar 1937, Digested in The Command and Staff 
School Quarterly Review of Military Literature. XVII:3U-315, 
Dec ^37, 

Matthews, 0£. cit., pp 185-195, gives a number of side- 
lights on the reactions of the people as he saw them in Decem- 
ber of 1936. 
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of the New York Times, reported that Madrid was practically 

defenseless against the WX) and $00 pound bombs dropped by 

the Insurgent planes.5°   Yet, Madrid lacked neither morale nor 

resistance on the part of its civilian population.    "Men, 

urged on by mothers and wives, flocked in hundreds to enroll. 

.  .  . Even boys of fourteen were with difficulty kept out of 

the trenches,"51   Franco's attacks "instead of causing panic, 

hardened the population, bringing steadily increasing recruits 

to the people's battle-front,"52 

During the autoran of 1936 lesser towns had undergone 

severe bombings from the air.   Oviedo, a provincial capital 

just south of the Asturian seaport of Gijon on the Bay of 

Biscay, received the brunt of repeated air raids through 

September and October,   Webb Miller went through some of the 

battle for this city when he succeeded in passing over the 

Loyalist lines.    He testified to the damage and the casualties 

— 600 civilians killed by bombing, rifle, and artillery fire 

  but did not himself witness any air raids, except a mild 

one in which four bombs harmed no one.    He reported that on 

2h September a total of 1,910 bombs were dropped and on 

6 October approximately sixty civilians were killed by two 

5Qrine, XXVIII:23, U Dec 1936. 

51Atholl, 0£. cit., p 118. 

^strong, ©a« £it»> P 391 
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bombs.53   ^s Herbert Matthews says, "The little towns around 

/Madrid7 were getting plenty of pimishuent,"    He tells of the 

raids on the provincial capital of Guadalajara, 35 miles 

northeast of Madrid, in early December when several historic 

monuments were damaged, but does not indicate whether there 

were civilian casualties,^ 

That same winter Bilbao was subjected to a series of air 

attacks aimed principally at the waterfront areas and docks, 

but not avoiding the districts where the refugees huddled or 

the working people lived.    Describing the raid of U January 

1937, G. L, Steer said: 

The sirens changed to a most melancholy song of two notes, 
one high and the other low, signifying peril.   The women 
of Bilbao had already seized up their children and gone 
below with streaming hair into the refuges; the men 
followed them hotfoot.   Bilbao became a city where only 
police lived, and Red Cross men stood ready at their 
cars; in a few minutes all noise of circulation had gone, 
except the flutter of old paper along the streets. 

With appalling deliberation, with the siowhandedness of 
experts in political torture, the foreign fleet passed 
over the cringing city of Bilbao." 

53miler, loc. cit.. pp 434-440.    In Oct 1934 Oviedo had 
been the scene of a revolt against the Madrid government by 
Asturian miners and industrial workers.    It had been put down 
after bloody excesses on both sides and after the employment 
by the Madrid government of Moroccan troops from the Spanish 
Foreign Legion,    See Koestler, Testament, pp 54-59. 

5%atthews, 0£. cit., p 200.   These raids were by 
Insurgent planes, 

55steer, Tree, pp 110-111. 
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This bombing had consequences similar to those of the one 

which occurred in late Septetiber of 1936.   Enraged Basques 

stormed the prisons and several churches, killing 61 at the 

Larringa Prison, 33 at the Casa de Galera, 96 at the Convent 

of Los Angeles Custodies, and 4 at a Carmelite church,^" 

"The feeling of hatred for the German aviators was spontaneous 

among all the Basques," according to Steer.    "It was not only 

the town mob, the proletariat of Bilbao, that wished to take 

violent measures against them."57 

In a long analysis of the temper of the Basque civilians 

and militiamen under these bombing attacks. Steer gives what 

is perhaps one of the most penetrating resumes of the effect of 

aerial bombardment upon the population of a modern city.   For 

this reason. Steer's text is quoted in full at this point. 

The irregular nature of the militia, and the fact 
that Bilbao was being continually raided,  set the price 
very much higher.   To a civilian population naturally 
uneducated to the aeroplane — for Spain is a backward 
country — and biased in the direction of ignorance and 
alarmism by the influx of what was largely a lower class 
refugee mass from Guipuzcoa, the daily arrival of the 
planes over Bilbao and the incessant bombardment of 
fourteen kilometres of riverside and port meant that 
they were suffering the same cruel fate as their fight- 
ing menfolk.    The riverside and the port, and Las Arenas 
were precisely the parts of Bilbao where the poorer 
classes lived and the refugees were quartered.    Scattered 
among them there was shipping; there were war factories; 
there was one aerodrome and one important bridge.   It 

^Ibid.. pp 114-121, describes the scenes of the killings 
in detail * 

57lbid4,. pp 113-114. ■ 
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was the fault neither of the poor of Bilbao nor of its 
government that they lived near such targets of aerial 
war: if of anybody, it was the fault of a capitalist 
systeTi which encouraged the workers to live near the 
great factories of Basque heavy industry in time of 
peace.    And so they suffered. 

I neither desire nor intend to make any claim that 
the German aircraft which made its daily mess of indus- 
trial Bilbao were out to kill civilians.    They wanted to 
hit factories; and more often than not, they missed. 
They did, however, break the Air Warfare Rules drawn up 
at The Hague in 1923, which expressly forbid the bombard- 
ment of military establishments or depots, or factories 
constituting important and well-known centres engaged 
in the manufacture of arms, ammunition or distinctively 
military supplies, where such localities cannot be bom- 
barded "without the indiscriminate bombardment of the 
civil population." 

Now, on an average during these bombardments of 
the Nervion, nine Basques were killed per raiding day; 
and it was calculated by the Direction of Mobilised 
Industries in Bilbao that the material damage done to 
the machinery or stocks under their control was con- 
siderably less than the value of civilian lives lost, 
if one assesses a Basque life insurance policy at i 500 
a piece.    And the bombers knew this: they went for the 
same factories again and again.    An instance was the 
Lunatic Asylum where trench mortars were made at Derio: 
I personally saw it bombed three times without injury 
to machinery, but one peasant and one worker were killed 
in a field, and several villagers given the quietus in 
Derio itself. 

This bombing was therefore indiscri-ninate bombing: 
the repetition of attacks on the same target in many 
other places than Derio proved that the bombers knew 
their chances of accuracy were low.    At Portugalete and 
in Las Arenas,  indeed, I am generous when I acquit them 
of deliberate attacks on the civilian population: the 
military objectives that existed there were so petty, 
and so far from the bomb-holes, that inaccuracy seemed 
too weak a donkey to carry the blame along.    But there 
it is.    Let them go. 

What they knew when they bombed the Nervion was 
that if the factory was missed, the civilian population 
would get it in the neck.    And that was why the bombing 
was worth while.    Not only was a trifling damage done 
to Bilbao's war industry; not only was the working 
capacity of the men in mobilised industries reduced 
(though to a far less degree than in the case of London 
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worRmen during the Great War, and only appreciably in 
the last fortnight of the fight for Bilbao): but there 
was always a last, dependable reserve in the overbearing 
argument of their bombs, that the lesson of air dominance 
would be written red in the blood of the terrified poor, 
and that their memories would be stamped with a heavy 
imprint, whose lines were the torture and whose paper the 
pallid faces of their brothers, or sisters, or children 
in death. 

Theorists too easily assume that bombardments kill- 
ing civilians break down their resistance in the end, and 
make them sue for peace.   This was not true of Bilbao: 
the raiders were hated, and even when the town was 
occupied by the conquering army, whom the raiders screened, 
the masses of Bilbao did not receive them with pleasure. 
A bitterness, an opposition lasted: the first night of 
the victory was celebrated with doors shut, lights out, 
and silence in the streets.   The Basques had been handled ■ 
too brutally to wish to mask their feelings. 

The raids, however, did terrify; they dazed the 
people; they were a sharp and acid solvent or normal life. 
One never knew at what moment of the day — but not of 
the night — they would come.    The Germans seemed averse, 
during the great offensive, to night-raids: perhaps the 
mountain barrier south of Bilbao embarrassed them.   There 
were only two occasions when they flew at night, on one 
of which they dropped bombs in an untenanted pinewood 
south of the cinturon, while the other was dedicated to 
the machine-gunning of the civilian refugees on the road 
to Santander.    But in the day the sirena would shriek, 
whether one was eating or washing or cleaning the house. 
Then one would have to gather together the small corps 
of children with which every Spanish family is blessed, 
and bolt into the refugio and perhaps hang about for an 
hour doing nothing but see how much Bilbao needed aero- 
planes; and calculate when they were coming.    Then there 
were the dead and the damage to see, and the excitement 
of the Red Cross cars and police dashing round on the 
bombers' trail, and the sudden re-opening of the roads 
to a lunatic traffic.    And there were special spicy 
days, as when the driver of the up-train from Las Arenas 
did not hear the warning, ran slap into a tunnel, where 
people were hidingj and cut six of them in half, which 
drove him mad.    And the children became little nuisances 
to their mothers,  for they had nothing to do: the schools 
closed their doors before the impossibility of conducting 
classes which might suffer fatal interruption at any hour. 

The sirena, the grind of engines in the air, the 
dash for shelter, the explosions, and the sirena again 
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became an abnormal, over-rapid rhythm of life for the 
ill-employed Bilbaino family.   They invented funny words 
for the new elements in their existence: the planes, 
because of their noise, were called tranviäs (tramways), 
and the biggest plane of all — the Junker 52 — was 
called pajarito., which is the diminutive of bird.   There 
were jokes about the sirena and the helter-skelter in 
plenty,' But it was a bitter sardonic humour, showing 
how deep the terror had sunk in. 

And so the alarm of the militia was condoned. 
Did not civilians read in the papers every day of 

the terrible bombardments upon the front line, when 
(both in legend and in fact) far more bombs were dropped 
in an attack than the Nervion saw in a week; and was it 
not added that the gudaris ^Basque militia7 had resisted 
bravely, but had at last been forced to fall back on 
second-line positions?   It was perfectly comprehensible. 
When they saw the damage done at the river-side — and . 
every bomb-hole represented to them a deliberate aim — 
the gudaris must have seemed heroes to resist at all. 
They never thought to ask whether the bombs at the 
front had hit anything, when at Bilbao they always hit 
something. 

A spirit of sympathy was built up for the militia, 
where a spirit of resistance ought to have been con- 
sciously created.    And the deep-rooted reasons for it 
were two — and they were twins born on the same demo- 
cratic day.    Because he was an out-and-out democrat, 
the Basque was essentially sympathetic and humane: he 
was sorry for the sufferings of individuals, and could 
not think of cauterising the wounds of the mass.    As a 
democrat, too, he detested propaganda and the control of 
thought.    Censorship, yes; but a department to control 
the civilian population, no.   The idea of the suppres- 
sion of certain unpleasant military details he under- 
stood, but that a new-fangled hortatory organisation 
should lay down the lines of each day's Press was 
intolerable and degrading. 

Under their eyes, the mystique of the air was 
drugging their troops and rearguard"; and the rearguard* 
re-injected the troops with the opium in double portion. 
It was solely their natural peasant virtues; the under- 
tow of resistance fathoms deep in them, formed by their 
timeless tradition as free men, that enabled the Basques 
to fight so long and, towards the end, with increasing 
bravery,.   Defeatism was always to be detected below their 
surface: it could have been cleared out of them, but no 
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one ever tried to organise that simple service.    They 
stand, therefore, as a warning to democracy — that 
some freedoms should not be tolerated in war.5^ 

In April the raids on Bilbao were more severe than those 

of January, but the behavior of the population was better. 

The city was in desperate straits.    But "there were stocks 

of food in April, while in January there were none."^   ^ 

particularly heavy raid on 18 April killed 67 and wounded 

110, with bombs penetrating to underground shelters where the 

people had sought refuge. 60 

Meanwhile, other Loyalist cities were feeling the force 

of repeated attacks by Rebel aircraft.   Every rtay, with few 

exceptions, Insurgent planes and artillery bombarded Madrid, 

although the full force of the Franco thrust at the capital 

had been turned aside in November.    By the end of March 1937, 

the city had had 980 buildings completely or partially 

destroyed by aerial attack, 1,490 persons killed, and 3,488 

58Ibid., pp 177-182.    Italics are in tie original text. 

^'Ibid,, p 129.    Steer comments further, "Contrary to 
the textbooks, the people's will to resist does not weaken: 
it increases.   But the poorer part of the population, starved 
and unnerved, is liable to outbursts of fury which may bring 
them into opposition with their Government.  .  .  . Vlhat pulled 
the Basques through a crisis which would have broken another 
community was their natural sense of discipline and order." 
Pp 129-130. 

^Ojbid., pp 186-187.    As an indication of the unrelia- 
bility of figures relating to casualties, the report of the 
World Comittee against War and Fascism, oja, cit., p 16, 
notes this particular raid but indicates only "Nombreux 
blesses" under the heading of "Victimes," 
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wounded, according to reasonably trust-worthy figures. 

Writing at this time for a British military journal. 

Captain Macnamara who had visited Madrid in the previous 

November with the Parliamentary delegation, remarked that, 

in spite of the day-to-day bombardments, the civilian 

"population, including the children, were remarkably calm," 

The attackers, he said, "were loathed, but not feared.    The 

.   .  , population was, in a way, proud that they as much as 

the soldiers were earning glory in this conflict,""^   Various 

factors contributed to the failure of the Franco armies to 

capture Madrid in the furious assaults of late 1936 and early 

1937, but the steadfast resistance of the populace under the 

continual and unnerving battering it received by shells and 

bombs is testified to by observers of all political shades 

of sympathy and opposition.    Anyone whose memory of those 

days is not clouded to obscurity can recall how the failure 

of the Madrid populace to succumb to the terroristic methods 

of the bombardment gained the respect of much of the world, 

even where opinions differed as to the merits of the 

6lTimet mX:21, 29 Mar 1937. 

^2J. R, J, Macnamara, "My Impressions of the Spanish 
Civil War - I," United Services Review. LXXVII:5-6, 11 Mar 
1937.   Although the article was based largely upon his 
impressions gained during the November visit to Madrid, Capt 
Macnamara was writing from current accounts as well.    He 
added, significantly, that the behavior of the Spanish civil- 
ians should be "of comfort .  . . to those in our own country 
who fear that as a nation we may lose our morale because of 
the first big air raid on London in the next war."   Loc. cit., 
p 6. 
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respective causes.   The defense of Madrid was as good for 

propaganda in favor of the Loyalist position as the defense 

of the Toledo Alcazar had been for Franco's side earlier in 

the war. 

Malaga, on the Mediterranean coast, was also a target of 

the Insurgent bombers in the early months of 1937.    Arthur 

Koestler, the Hungarian author, arrived in Malaga the day 

following the destructive raids of 27 January 1937 and noted 

in his diary that "Madrid after the great air attack and 

artillery bombardment was a health resort compared with this 

town in its death throes."^   And, when the bombers came again 

on the 29th he recorded that; 

Everyone runs hither and thither in feckless confusion; 
the panic is much worse than it was in Madrid.   ,  .   . 
the population is obviously demoralized. ** 

Under the entry for 7 February, he gives an eye-witness account 

of what he calls the  "breakfast air raid" of that day.    "Since 

yesterday," he wrote,  "the physiognomy of the town has changed; 

no more trams, all shops closed,  groups at every corner and 

every face shrouded in the grey cobweb of fear.  ... I feel 

the contagion of fear getting me too."65   The following day 

the city fell to the advancing Insurgent columns. 6   Through 

63 'A. Koestler, Dialogue with Death. 19i*6, p 13. 

64Ibid., p 14. 

65 

66 

Ibid., pp 28-29. 

'Peers, 0£. cit., p 275- 
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all the attack on '«alaga, Rebel planes strafed the refugees 

who fled along the coastal roads to escape capture, and, in 

their minds, almost certain death if they fell into the hands 

of the Franco troops, most of whom were Italians sent to Spain 

by Mussolini to aid his brother Fascist.^ 

Brihuega, a small town some 50 roiles northeast of Madrid, 

was visited in late »Aarch 1937 by "one of the most ferocious 

bombing raids and air combats of the war,"   Since both Rebel 

and Government planes were fighting above the town, which 

side dropped the bombs is not clear, but the center of the 

town was described by Matthews as "'a shambles.'"   His report 

continues: 

At least ten bombs had been dropped within a few square 
blocks right in the centre of the town.   Streets were 
filled with gaping holes, rocks, wooden beams and bricks. 
A dozen houses were nothing but shapeless masses of 
stone and wood in which soldiers were feverishly digging 
for bodies. 

Women ran streaming through the streets in terror that 
could not be allayed, despite the return of safety. 

A frantic group of mothers and children persuaded the 
journalists to take them in their car to a place of 
perhaps greater safety.   At first the children whimpered 
and cried as the car jounced along, then a 7-year-old 
Spaniard was asked . .  . "What do you think of all this?" 

^1. de Palencia, Smouldering Freedom. 1945, says the 
refugees were strafed from the air byGerman bombers and 
shelled from the sea by Italian warships,   P 37.   P.M. Wilson, 
In the Margins of Chaos. 1945» has some account of this flight 
from Malaga,   Pp 187-188, 
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"Very good'." replied the child, sitting up and smiling 
happily.    "The bortba destroyed our school." 

Such was Matthews' "'own state of mind that he described this 

answer as 'the only rational remark of the whole astonishing 

day.'"68 

\t the end of March and the beginning of April the country 

around Bilbao received increased attention from the Insurgent 

planes.    The fall of Bilbao was approaching and the intensified 

efforts of the Franco forces to encircle and capture the city 

led to repeated attacks upon all the area surrounding it. 

Durango, a fair sized town on the main road between San 

Sebastian and Bilbao, $4 miles east of the latter city, under- 

went bombings on 31 March, 1, 2, and k April, all of them 

severe.    On the first raid four heavy bombers and nine chasers 

(German) appeared in the early morning and dropped $00-pound 

projectiles.   In the estimation of G. L. Steer, "The objective 

of this bombardment .  . . was to terrify civilians, and to 

knock so many houses across the roads that they would be 

impassable to motor transport.  .  , . The Germans wanted to 

strike terror into everyone who lived in Durango, everyone 

who passed through it, and everyone who heard of it. «69 

number of nuns were killed by a bomb which fell through the 

68Time, niX:21, 29 Mar 1937.    See also Matthews, 0£. 
cit., p 276. 

69Steer, Tree, pp 161-162. 
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roof of the Santa Susana chapel,'0 and further casualties 

and damage occurred in other church structures.   The total 

dead in Durango in the 31 March raid came to 127, at least.,''1 

An Insurgent communique from Salamanca said that Socialists, 

Anarchists, and Communists in Durango had prevented Catholics 

from leaving the churches to seek shelter., and that the 

"terrorists" among the Loyalist groups had burned the churches 

and shot the priests and nuns.    The Insurgent General Queipo 

de Llano, sometimes referred to as the "bibulous Radio 

General," broadcast a similar story from Sevilla.    Steer says 

of these accounts that "All of this was rather bad lying, as 

none of the churches showed any trace of fire, nor the corpses 

of priests and nuns signs of death by shooting,"'^ 

*.gain or. 2 April, Durango was the target "at a special 

performance for the Dean of Canterbury and his party .  .   . 

when the fighting planes machine-gunned the civilian population 

as they took to the fields.   .  .  ."73   How the Durango churches 

came to be burned is not clear, as there was no evidence that 

70lbid., p 165, Steer says fourteen nuns were killed, 
while J. B. S, Haldane, og,, cit., pp 49-50, says the number 
was eleven. 

^Steer, Tree. pp 166-168.    He adds, "Not at once, but 
gradually, with appalling foreboding, unwillingly even, the 
people came to the churches to look for those they had lost. 
They were right to tremble.   Very few were not dead,"   P 166. 

72Ibid.. p 168.    See also Atholl, 0£. cit., p 152. 

^steer, Tree, p 168, and Atholl,  0£. cit,, p 152. 
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the Germans were using incendiary bonba at this place."^ 

While the principal targetQ, of the Insurgent bombers 

during the eaply part of April were the Basque towns around 

Bilhae, the island of Iblaa,, which had become a Rebel base, 

was visited by Loyalist bombers on aeveral occasions,   Most 

of the houses in the port village were destroyed, but the 

Qivilian casualties must have been light for it was reported 

that the survivors of the Insurgent attacks of September 1936 

had been warned by the Loyalists and disappeared from their 

homes before the raids,^*   Spasmodic Rebel raids caused a 

number of deaths and damage in such widely scattered towns 

as Ochandlano, Ceanurl, Jaen, Gerone (?), Guadalcano, Lamiaco, 

Amorebieta» Seatac, and Lejona cjuring %& first two weeks of 

April.7^   The first recorded use of incendiary bombs dropped 

from Insurgent planes took place later in the month, on the 

25th,, when the town of Eibar, just eag. of Durango, was 

«avagely bombed.*" 

74Atholl, o£, clt,, p 152. 
75Paul, 0£. cit., p W6.    See also Time. XXIX:22, 7 June 

1937. 

7^World Coramittee against War and Fascism, OJJ, cit., p 16. 
Many of these villages are too small to appear on the standard 
maps, while others are located elsewhere In these chapters. 
The town listed as Gerone Is Gfrona, an Important city of 
21,000 on the main road between Perplgnan and Barcelona In 
northeast Spain, 

77Atholl, oß. cit,, p 153, and Steer, Jree, p 223. 
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about 25 miles northeast of Bilbao and almost the same distance 

north of Durango, had relatively little military importance.80 

A minor munitions factory and barracks were the only possible 

military objectives, and the town seems to have been without 

anti-aircraft defenses.8^-   However, the town was of political 

significance since it was the ancient capital of the Basques 

and still meant much to these people as a symbol of their 

sami-autonomous position in the Spanish Republic.82   The popu- 

lation at the time of the attack was between 5,000 and 10,000, 

with probably as many as 3f000 refugees in the nuaiber.   Because 

of the regular Monday cattle fair there may also hav% been 

many transients from the surrounding countryside in Guernica, 

80Gen Duval wrote that the bombardments of Durango and 
Guernica were militarily Justifiable in that it is permissible 
for an attacker to take all possible precautions to neutralize 
the defense.    Both towns, he said, were integral parts of the 
Loyalist defense scheme.   0£. cit., pp 149-150. 

81-AftQr the attack, American military authorities in 
Washington, while deploying the incident, were reported as 
saying that there mi^it have been military Justification for 
the raid in that the town of Bermeo, about ten miles away on 
the coast, was a proper objective and Guernica was on the 
highway between the Franco troops and Bermeo.    J, Mitchell, 
«Death Rides the Wind." New Republic. UXÜl'.63-f>k, 26 May 
1937.   See also, T. J. Hamilton, Appeaaement's Child. 1943, 
p 33. 

82Aguirre, o£. cit., p 41, suggests that the Franco- 
Hitler coalition chose Guernica "as the first civilian town 
to be wiped from the face of the earth" for political reasons. 
As a "centuries-old cradle of democracy, /Guernica/ was sacred 
to a race of people who, the totalitarians had been taught, 
must be eliminated." 
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but accounts are not clear on this score.^ 

Most reports and comments agree that an air raid alarm 

was sounded shortly after four o'clock in the afternoon of 

the 26th.    A single plane, said by Steer to be a Heinkel HI, 

dropped six SO-pound bombs and a shower of grenades.   Fifteen 

minutes later, according to his information, a number of 

Junker 52s (heavy bombers) came over.^   These craft dumped 

loads of large bombs, most of which hit buildings in the town 

and some of which pierced shelters to which many of the inhab- 

itants had fled.    Steer, himself, was not in Guernica at the 

time of the attack, but reached there that evening and got 

his accounts of the actual bombings from inhabitants of the 

village.   Much of what he has written about the bombing of 

Guernica, he uses the antique or Basque spelling Gernika, is, 

corroborated by reports of other journalists who accompanied 

him to the town, so he is usually cited as the most articulate 

and one of the most reliable commentators upon what did 

happen.05 

Following the heavy bombing which was concentrated upon 

^Aguirre, o|3. cit., p 49, implies that the Monday fair 
was held as usual on"25 Apr 1937, but some accounts cast doubt 
on the fact that peasants, from the surrounding country came to 
town that day.   There are stories that they were warned by the 
Basque officials to stay away from the town, 

8z*Steer, Tree, pp 237-238. 
8hbid. pp 238 ff.; Atholl, og. cit,, pp 153-163; and 

Davy, o£, cit., pp 125-127. 
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the center of the town and missed the munitions works and the 

barracks,  flights of from three to a dozen planes rained 

incendiaries upon the shaken buildings, most of nhich had 

wooden roofs.   There is no denying that fires ravaged the town 

soon after the initial attack.   But authorities sympathetic 

to the Insurgent cause disputed the assertion that these fires 

were set by incendiary bombs from the attacking planes.   For 

example, the Burgos government sent an investigating committee 

to Guernica sometime after the bombing and this group reported 

that the fires resulted from explosions of dynamite stored in 

sewers by the Basques, or were started by the Basque defenders 

after the last attacking plane had departed from the neighbor- 

hood.   One of the witnesses examined by this committee said 

that "the explosion? did not cease with *..ie departure of the 

aeroplanes, but that throughout the night they continued to 

be heard in great number.  . , ."   He attributed these explo- 

sions "to hand grenades and munitions which the Red militiamen 

had placed inside the buildings."86   Similar views were 

expressed by other witnesses before the investigators.   And 

opinions that the fires had been caused by the defenders of 

the town, either to destroy it before it fell into the hands 

of the Franco troops who were advancing on Bilbao or to make 

it appear as though the German planes had set the city afire. 

1 1 

i 

p 24. 

86/Spain: Civil Government of Burgos/, Guernica. 1938, 
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wsre widely held by apologists for the Insurgent cause.87 

General Franco, shortly after the attack, said "'Guernica was 

destroyed by the gasoline and hand bombs of criminal incendi- 

aries saving Basque President Juan /sic? Aguirre.    Nationalist 

aviation did not fly all that afternoon because of bad weather. 

The village was converted into ruins by the Red hordes.'"88 

These views do not appear to square with the circumstances. 

Nationalist aviation did fly against Guernica on the afternoon 

of 26 April.    In fact. Franco was quibbling if he attempted to 

disguise the German Nazi Condor Legion which made the attack, 

by saying that no "Nationalist" planes were in the air over 

Guernica.    Perhaps there were no Spanish pilots or craft 

responsible for the bombing.   But Hugo Sperrle's eager Nazi 

fliers had no such feeling of modesty and their participation 

was well advertised during and following the Spanish war,8? 

Foltz tells of hearing young German airmen, at a cafe in 

Vittoria a few days after the Guernica bombing,  "boasting of 

how they had leveled the town on Sperrle's orders."9°   While 

^Beumelburg, 0£. cit,, p 98, says that the city had been 
completely destroyed by the "Reds" and then adds, "Die Bomben 
der Angreifer hatten ihr den Best gegeben,"   Translated this 
means, "The bombs of the attackers had finished it off." 

S8L. Stowe,  "Franco Lies to Win," New Republic. LXXXXI; 
AO, 19 May 1937.    Juan Aguirre was the brother of Basque 
President Jose Antonio de Aguirre. 

89Kauptmann Hermann, The Luftwaffe. 1943, p l6l. 

^Foltz, o£. cit., p 55. 

;'• 
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the Germans did not publicly admit the presence in Spain of 

the Condor Legion until after the fall of Barcelona in the 

early months of 1939, there was no secret about the fact that 

General 3perrle, who was known in Spain as "Senor Sanders" to 

maintain the fiction of non-intervention, had more than 

25,000 ''selected Luftwaffe airmen, ground personnel, and 

Wehrmacht communications specialists" under his command in 

Spain during the war.^ 

From the accounts of a number of reliable correspondents, 

who not only saw the planes, from a distance it is true, but 

were machine-gunned by others on the road to Guernica, it is 

evident that there were hostile planes in the skies on what 

one of the writers, Noel Monks of the London Daily Express, 

called "the sunniest of all the days he spent on the Basque 

front."92   And fragments of German bombs and unexploded German 

incendiary bombs were picked up in considerable quantity in 

the city the day after the bombing. 

No one disputes the fact that Guernica was almost totally 

91ibid., p 50.    The Condor Legion appeared for the first 
time officially in Spain at the victorious entry into Barcelona 
on 21 Feb 1939.   Militär-Wochenblatt. XLIII:2910, 21 Apr 1939, 
"The Nazis had the grace not to admit their intervention 
officially until the Spanish war was over in 1939, when they 
gaily published full details of the aircraft employed and 
the operations they were engaged on, accompanied by the usual 
liberal awards of medals."   A, Lee, The German Air Force. 1946, 
p U. 

^Atholl, 02- cit., pp 155-156, 
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destroyed by fire during the night of 26-27 April and the day 

which followed.   The Burgos investigators estimated that 7156 

of the 300 houses in the town were completely demolished by 

fire and explosion, T% "badly battered about," and 22% damaged 

in varyingly lesser degree.93   ^ incomplete estimate of the 

dead and wounded gave 1,654 killed and 889 injured, a figure 

ascertained before the Insurgent fore«;* entered the city.^ 

Guernica had provided the longest casualty lists of the 

Spanish War for which aerial bombardment was directly or 

indirectly responsible. 

Insurgent troops occupied the city on 29 April, meeting 

only nominal resistance from the few Basque defenders who 

re mined.   Guernica had been subdued, but the Franco govern- 

ment paid a great price for the tewn in the anger aroused by 

the bombings, not only in Loyalist Spain, but throughout the 

world.   No single event of the war brought so much condemnation 

from individuals in the United States, Britain, France, and 

other countries who still adhered to the belief that indis- 

criminate bombing of civilians was akin to barbarity.   When 

the news of the destruction of Guernica reached the outside 

world, protests and denunciations of the Franco government 

^Burgos Government report as cited, p 14« 

^Atholl, ££. cit., p 155, and the World Committee 
against War and Fascism, 0£. cit., p 17, give these same 
totals.   Aguirre, 0£. cit., p 49, says, "more than two 
thousand died," 
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filled the preas, radio, and public platforms.95   General 

Franco's denial that Nationalist planes had bombed the town 

was met with scorn and disbelief.96   William E. Borah rose 

in the United States Senate, on 6 May 1937, to castigate 

the Spanish Rebels for the attack on Guernica,9'''   Seventy- 

six prominent Americans cabled a vigorous protest to Franco.9** 

The German Embassy in Washington and the Nazi Consult 

Generalate in New York were picketed by numbers of individ- 

uals who called for the removal of German troops from Spain 

and the elimination of German planes and pilots from the 

95see Time. 10 May 1937, p 22, for a sampling of these 
protests.        M 

9°In answer to Prea Aguirre's appeal to world conscience, 
"General Franco pronounced at once; 'Aguirre lies.   We have 
respected Gernika, just as we respect all that is Spanish,'" 
Aguirre, o£. cit., p 50»   Gen Mola, in command of the attack- 
ing Insurgent forces, had threatened the destruction of the 
Biscay province and "'the capital of a perverted people who 
dare to oppose the irresistible cause of the national idea."' 
This threat had been contained in leaflets dropped from 
Insurgent planes.   Ibid. 

^Congressional Record, 75th Cong,, Ist 
f VTSTt   Sen Borah's siate of  Idaho nuiik 

__ Sess., p 4237, 
6 May 1937.   sen Borah's state of Idaho nunbers among its 
people some 30,000 Basque sheepherders.   Aguirre, op. cit., 
p 50,   See also F. L. Schuman, Europe on the Eve. 1942, p 546. 
Foltz, 0£. cit., p 52, asserts that American aviation gasoline, 
sold by an American oil company to the Rebels, powered the 
planes which attacked Guernica. 

"Congressional Record. 75th Cong., 1st Sess,, Appendix, 
pp 1225-1226, 20 May 1937.   This is a reprint of an article in 
the New York Herald Tribune, 10 May 1936, and was inserted in 
the Record by Sen öerald P. Nye, North Dakota.    See also R. L» 
Buell, "U. S. Neutrality in the Spanish Conflict," Foreign 
Policy Reports. XIII'.206-216, 15 Nov 1937.   The protest was 
signed by 7 U. S, Senators, 2 state governors, and such 
leaders as Henry L, Stiason, Newton D, Baker, Alf Landen, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr,, Charles P, Taft, 2nd, etc. 
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war." The League of Nations "♦condemned"' the bombardment.100 

Similar protests mere made from British101 and French sources 

and even some German military leaders were said to have 

deplored the attack and its methods.102   k French writer, 

Pertinax, foreign editor of L'Echo de Paris, said that orders 

for the massacre had gone to the Condor Legion directly from 

General Goring, "anxious to show the unconvinced German 

general staff what his air force could do."103   Outside of 

Insurgent Spain and the pro-Franco elements in Germany and 

Italy, it is doubtful that many condoned the attack on 

Guernica.10'*   Even the belated and obviously biased official 

■ 

^The picketing was organized by the American League 
against War and Fascism.   Buell, loc. cit,, p 214. 

100Aguirre, o£. cit., p 50. 

101rhe British government proposed to Paris, Moscow, Rome, 
Lisbon, and Berlin that an international inquiry into the bomb- 
ing be carried out.   The French and Russians agreed, the Ital- 
ians and Portugese raised objections, and Germany did not reply 
to the proposal.    J. U, Spalght, £Lr Power and War Rights. 3rd 
edition, 19i*7j p 255.   Later London asked Washington, Stockholm, 
and Oslo to join In an international commission "to Investigate 
on the spot all alleged Instances of unjustifiable bombardments." 
No agreement could be reached, and the British sent a team of 
two officers to Spain to make a report.   Ibid. 

102Hermann, 0£, cit., p 183. 

103Tlme, XXIX:22, 10 May 1937.   See /Great Britain, 
Admlralty77"Spaln and Portugal. 19kk, 111:34; and Beumelburg, 
0£. cit., pp S6-98. 

10i*0ne amusing note of approval Is contained In a citation 
of a letter from a Mr. A. Scott-Gatty to The Church Times 
(London).   He writes on the letterhead of The Savage Club, 
"'Your expressed attitude to the bonblng of Guernica by the 
Spanish Nationalists or their friends Is a little naive. Is It 
not? ... In these days of logical viewpoints the destruction 
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Investigation admitted the damage end the horror, while 

absolving the franco forces of blame,    In Its i^polnt con- 

clusion, the committee flatly asserted that there were no 

visible signs of the explosion of aerial bombs within the town, 

and most of the other conclusions were as farfetched as this 

one,1^   this Is not the place to confute these findings In 

detail.   The Duchess of Atholl does this admirably and min- 

utely In her book, and other writers have likewise successfully 

attacked the conmlttee's work,106   Even so enthusiastic an 

apologist for the Franco cause as the British correspondent 

Cardoso, who decries the Importance given to the affair of 

Guernica, says, »»Certainly Guernica had been bombed by 

Nationalist planes, and many of these were presumably of 

German or Italian origin and had, perhaps, German or Italian 

pilots»"10''   Another pro-Franco writer accused the Loyalists 

of exploiting the attack, which he does not deny as having 

occurred, for propaganda purposes.108 

Vie have ample accounts of the damage to Guernica and 

of civilians Is In order.    I personally think It Is both 
salutary and suitable.   It gives the common people a sense 
of responsibility and broadens the outlook of the survivors 
on world affairs."1   New Republic. LXmi:191, 23 Jun 1937. 

105Burg08 Government, ofc, clt.. pp 15-16. 

106Atholl, oß. slt... pp 160-163. 

^Cardoso, o£. clt., p 281. 
loeKnoblaugh, 0£. ^it., p 176. 
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discussion« of the International implications of the attack, 

but w have very f^w reports of the immediate reactions of 

the population.109   Partly this is because most of the inhab- 

itants who survived the bombing either fled to the countryside 

as soon as the attack began and did not return for several 

days, or remained hidden in cellars and other shelters during 

the worst of the bombing and fires.    And partly this silence 

was the result of the censorship imposed upon the citizens 

by the Franco forces which took over the city on 29 April. 

Those who stayed in Guernica under the Insurgent conquerors 

would hardly have been likely to have come forward with 

descriptions of the bombings even if they had been eyewit- 

nesses,11^   The Duchess of Atholl mentions the accounts of 

a few of the inhabitants of Guernica who saw the attack, as 

well as that of some one she merely identifies as "the 

109ii<jhe few remaining survivors sat at the road's edge, 
dazed, frozen with grief.    It was as if they had suddenly 
become'Insane.   It was so quiet.   There was only the sound 
of the licking flames, and the faint rustling of the wind, 
and the weird cri^s of the animals in their panic, while 
from high in the mountains little empty homes echoed the 
silence.n   Aguirre, og, cit., pp 49-50. 

110Apropos of this, there is a "convincing Spanish ring 
about the reply alleged to have been made by a staff officer 
at Burgos to a Nationalist who complained that the few remain- 
ing Inhabitants of Guernica would tell the foreign correspond- 
ent whom he was escorting that Guernica had been destroyed 
by aeroplanes.    'Nonsense,' the staff officer 1»reported to 
have said, 'we bombed it and bombed it and bombed it and, 
bueno, why not I'"   Duff, loc, cit., pp 71-72, quoting (London) 
The Sunday Times. 17 Oct 1937. 
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ashes, everybody's face In Gernika was ash-gray, but 
terror had reached a condition of submissive stubborness 
not seen before in Vlacaya, 

Nobody now bothered to save relatives or possessions; 
between bombardments they walked out of Gernika in front 
of the stifling smoke and sat in bewildered hundreds on 
the roads to Bermeo and Mugika,   .  .  . The people were 
worn out by noise, heat and terror; they lay about like 
dirty bundles of washing, mindless, sprawling and immobile. 

/At 1%5 the last attacking plane left, and the people, 
begir.nin£7 to talk and to try to understand their expe- 
rience .  .  , asked each other how many planes had attacked 
their town.    Some said eighty, others one hundred, others 
two hundred, others more.   They could not tell: but those 
who were outside Gernika the whole afternoon say that 
between forty and fifty German planes attacked her, in- 
cluding ten fighters.    The bombers appeared again and 
again with fresh loads. 

To the people within Gernika it- was not a question of 
figures, but of inquantitative and immeasurable terror. 
All they could hear was the drumbeat of engines and the 
split of the explosions again and again until they 
sounded dull enough.   They could see no more but the 
trembling doors of their refuges and their own helpless 
faces, and sometimes if they were in the streets the 
points of fire where the silver tubes struck.  .  .  . 
Sometimes, too, before they bolted-below they saw through 
the smoke the stiff, stubborn wings of the planes which 
molested them and heard the wingless flight of the metal 
that spurted blindly all over the town, crushing walls 
and roof tiles and stripping trees of their leaves and 
branches ,^-^ 

All the foregoing, it may be remarked, is a pretty good 

reconstruction of the scene by one who was not there.    Steer 

arrived in Guernica a couple of hours after the attack, but 

had been able to see tUe flames rising from the city for 

fifteen miles before he reached the stricken town.   He 

i^Steer, Tree, pp 238-242. 
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Immediately set about questioning as many survivors as he 

could find and poking into the ruins to secure evidences of 

bombing and burning.    As he had been in Guernica the day before 

the bombardment he was able to make direct comparisons with 

his earlier observations, and, later, to refute some of the 

more fantastic assertions of the Insurgents that much of the 

damage had been inflicted by the Basque terrorists in the city 

before any planes had come near the town.    As Steer writes, 

"The destruction of Gernika was not only a horrible thing to 

see: it led to sorce of the most horrible and consistent lying 

heard by Christian ears since Ananias was carried out feet 

foremost to his long, central-heated home.''^-^   The charges 

and countercharges went on,11'* but the style inaugurated by 

the German aviators at Guernica set a new fashion in warfare, 

a fashion that told the world there was more to fighting a 

war than pitting opposing armies and navies against each 

other, that undefended cities were as likely targets as 

fortified lines and armored vessels. 

The bombing of Guernica apparently stiffened the already 

m 
i If-- 

113Ibid., p 246. 

ll%or a review of some of these countercharges see 
R. Brasillach & M. Bardöche, Histoire de la guerre d'Espagne. 
Zl9327i especially pp 297-299 and 321-322.    Incidentally, 
one cf the authors of this pro-Franco volume was (Brassilach) 
shot by the French in 19W+ for "intelligence with the enemy." 
L, Noöl, L'Agression allemande centre la Pologne, /l9U§J, 
p 229. 
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defiant Basques to sell their homeland dearly.^   But the 

pattern of action against Guernica gave the Franco Insurgent 

authorities, and more particularly the German Luftwaffe 

command in Spair., unmistakable proof that resistance vas 

susceptible of neutralization by vicious incendiary attacks 

upon civilian settlements.^ 

From this time until the end of the war's first year 

in July 1937, most of the aerial bombardment effort was 

contributed by the Rebels — generally German planes and 

pilots with a few Italians in the Bilbao area, Italian 

aviators along the Mediterranean coast.^■'•'    Bilbao received 

constant attention through April, May, and into June.    "Accord- 

ing to the ^London? Daily Telegraph of June 14th, 10,000 bombs 

were dropped on it in one day.   The refugees were then attacked 

with machine-guns a«l light fragmentation bombs."^   In 

u5itBasque Shambles," Literary Digest. CXniI:U-15, 
8 May 1937.    See also Aguirre, o£. cit., p 5; and Beumelburg, 
op. cit., p 162. 

Il6n^he Nazis learned a lot in Spain.    They learned in 
Guernica that bombs could really raze a defenseless town or 
city. .  .  . The destruction of Guernica through merciless 
bombing .   ,  . had no strategic importance at all.    It simply 
proved to the Luftwaffe the extent to which any given town or 
city could be pounded, if there were no defenses,"   Hermann, 
ojo. cit., pp 179| and 183. 

^''Aguirre, op» cit., p 68, mentions the presence of 
Italians on the BllbaoTront.   Beumelburg, o£. cit.. p 110, 
boasts that the Condor Legion prided itself on having seized 
the initiative in Mar 1937 when it proposed to Franco the 
attack on Bilbao. 

118Haldane, oo. cit., p 50.   See Life. 11:68, 72, 31 May 
1937, for the first pictures published in that weekly of the 
effects of the bombings on Bilbao, 
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mid-June President Aguirre of the Basque Republic moved his 

government to Santander, 75 miles further east on the Bay of 

Biscay, leaving the administration of Bilbao to a junta of 

defer.se.   The German planes dropped leaflets on Bilbao, urging 

the surrender of the city to avoid added bloodshed, and reports 

indicated that the civilian population was gripped by panic .^ 

Before the city surrendered on 18 June it had received punish- 

ment as severe as that vented upon Guernica, if not so totally 

destructive.   Other towns in the Basque provinces underwent 

similar assaults as the defenses surrounding Bilbao were 

softened for the kill.   Amorebieta, a village on the road 

between Durango and Bilbao, some li* miles from the latter city, 

was bombed by German fliers on Ik May with incendiaries, "but 

not continuously: they did not want to start a huge fire and 

another nasty story."120   Again on 17 May Amorebieta was 

bombed with incendiaries and high explosives.121   Then the 

Insurgents captured the village and issued reports that the 

Basque terrorists had fired the town before evacuating it.122 

^Brassilach & Bard^che, o£. sit., p 300.   See also 
Aguirre, oj). cib., pp 66-68, for accounts of the last days of 
the siege. 

120Steer, Tree, p 275.   He adds: "I saw this bombardment 
and picked up the unexploded incendiary bombs.   They were of 
a slightly smaller German type than those used at Gernika . . . 
and the thermite mixture was more active."   P 275.  • 

121Atholl, 0E. cit., p 163. 

122Steer, Tree, p 275. 

;! 
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Another Basque town to feel the full strength of the 

Luftwaffe's blows was Galdocano, close to Amorebieta, which 

suffered several heavy bombings through late April and mid- 

May.    •*   The German aviators evoked special denunciations for 

their actions in the 19 May raid when they bombed a number of 

women and children seeking refuge in an empty field, killing 

15 of them,   This action and the deliberate destruction of a 

historic church at Galdocano brought vigorous protests from 

Americans directed against the Franco government and its use 

of terroristic air attacks.^^ 

But it was the constant bombing of Bilbao which aroused 

the greatest indignation in the American, British,  and French 

press.   With German-piloted planes machine-gunning the 

inhabitants of the city "when they ran in terror,  fleeing 

the explosions and fires that surrounded them," and bombs 

dropping in the center of the city's poorest quarters, local 

Basque priests petitioned the Vatican to intercede to stop 

the horrible slaughter.^   Doctors sent to Bilbao by British 

and French charitable organizations to examine Basque children 

prior to evacuating them to points of safety outside Spain 

found "the air raids so constant that children could only be 

123Atholl, o£. 2it.'» P 163, and World Committee against 
War and Fascism, o£. oit., pp 17 and 20. 

124iiThe Week," New Republic. LXXXXI:1U-1^, 16 June 1937. 

12^Uterary Digest. CXXIIItll, 19 June 1937. 
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examined by night,    k final raid carried out during their 

embarkation killed eleven, and prevented over one hundred 

others from Joining the ship."126   The city held out for a 

while, but was forced to capitualte, as has been mentioned, 

on 18 June.   With the fall of Bilbao, aerial activity in the 

Bay of Biscay area ceased and the scene shifted to the 

southern coasts of the Peninsula. 

Valencia had its worst air raid of the war up to that 

date when at least 200 were killed and about 50 buildings 

destroyed on 28 May.   The American Socialist, Norman Thomas, 

was present upon this occasion and, "uninjured but consider- 

ably ruffled," is reported as remarking: "'It was diabolical. 

I shall take a first hand report of this to President 

Roosevelt,1"12'''   At almost the same time Barcelona was sub- 

jected to an attack, apparently by Italian planes, with 

resultant casualties of between 60 and 70 dead, 110-115 

wounded.12® 

That the Loyalist foroes were not entirely idle during 

this period is revealed in a. statement by a member of the 

British Parliament relative to the bombing of Merida, a city 

126Atholl, o£. cit,, p 163. 

127Xi2S.» XXIXJ22, 7 June 1937, See also World Committee 
against War and Fascism, o£. cit., p 20, for slightly differ- 
ent figures, 

128This raid was on 29 May 1937 according to the World 
Committee reports, p 20. 

; ■(. 
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of some 15,000 in Badajoz province forty nailesj east of the 

Portugese frontier.   He reported that three "Russian" planes 

had raided the town just before he arrived there, killing 

20 and injuring 57 civilians,    "It is very difficult to see 

what military purpose, or what purpose at all, is gained by 

such attacks.    If the idea is to overawe the population it 

seemed to us to have quite the opposite effect .  .   .  /'he 

declared.^2'   This same touring legislator remarked that he 

saw many evidences of bonbing by "Red" forces on undefended 

towns far away from the areas of actual warfare.^0   He grants 

that the Franco forces were doing the same thing, but says 

that in the case of Madrid the bombings were probably 

militarily and legally justifiable. 

A particularly apt quotation to sutimarize the effects 

of aerial bombardment upon the civilian populations daring 

what the Literary Digest called "The Gory Year"^!   is 

supplied by a Belgian author who wrote, "The Douhet theory 

has failed to inspire national terror; on the contrary, such 

tactics have consolidated public sentiment and stiffened the 

12^E. H. Keeling, "The International Situation; A 
Tour of Nationalist Spain," Journal of the Royal United 
Service Institution. LXXni:388, May 1937. 

130Loc. cit., pp 387-388. 

^Literary Digest, CXXIIItll, 19 June 1937. 
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will to resist to the last."^2   Bombardment of civilian 

centers from the air had become an accepted part of aerial 

warfare and the civilian dead of the first year — in both 

Rebel and Loyalist held territory — were mute witnesses to 

the new horrors of total war.   But, not yet had total war 

rained from the air broken the will of civilian populations 

to resist.   The cities reduced from the air still had to be 

captured from the ground in the first phase of the Spanish 

war. 

^S^aj Wanty, nüne Armee de guerre en Espagne (Juillet 
1936-;Juillet 1937)," Bulletin Beige des Sciences Militaires. 
Jan 1938, digested in The Comnand and Staff School Quarterly 
Review of Military Literature. XVIIl!70-71, Sep 1938, 



CHAPTER VI 

THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR:   THE FINAL PHASE 

1937 - 1939 

While British Labour Party and French Popular Front 

representatives were in Barcelona for the observance of the 

first anniversary of the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War, 

bombing planes appeared over the old section of the Catalan 

capital at 0500 on 19 July 1937.   Small damage was done — 

only a shattered cornice on a government building and some 

injury to the cathedral — but Premier Negrin called upon 

the Franco forces to end what he termed the "barbarous 

mutilation" of edifices dedicated to God.1 

This initial raid of the second year of the war seems 

to have been an evidence of the shifting emphasis of the 

Insurgent air campaign.   During the suraraer and autumn of 

1937 the raids were less severe than they had been in the 

earlier months.    After the capitulation of Bilbao, the 

Germans on Franco's side appear to have reduced their activ- 

ity against civilian centers, while the Italians, who never, 

^-F. Cremascoli, Inferno a Barcellona. ßSJ^J, pp 85-86. 
He indicates his belief that the raid was "staged" by the 
Loyalists to impress the foreign visitors.   He also believes 
that a second raid on 19 Aug was also "staged," as a British 
commission of inquiry had arrived at Barcelona from Tolosa 
on that day,   P 86<   This is possibly the pair of British 
officers, Oroup-Capt R» Smyth-Pigott and Lt Col F. B. Lejeune, 
mentioned by Spaight, Air Power and War Rights, 3rd edition, 
p 255. 
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except at Barcelona, operated with the intensity of the 

Luftwaffe, confined themselves to regular, but small scale 

bombardment raids in the South.2   There is evidence that a 

number of the Italian and German planes had been transferred 

to the island of Majorca (or Mallorca, as it is sometimes 

called) from the bases in the north.   Up to this time the 

southern raids had been carried on largely by Italian planes 

based on "'plane carrying ships.n,3 

In the main, the Loyalist forces adhered to their 

established policy of using their aircraft to bomb front 

line positions and to attack Insurgent planes and airdromes. 

There are very few instances on record during the second 

half of 1937 when the Republican air force, with or without 

the assistance of Soviet elements, raided populated settle- 

ments, and there are no accounts of casualties among civilians 

caused by bombs from Loyalist planes. 

tx the beginning of July, Malcolm Cowley, an American 

writer of liberal persuasion, entered Spain from the French 

^The Condor Legion remained active in the northern 
campaigns until the fall of Gijon on 21 Oct 1937.    However, 
the activity, as well as that of the Italian aircraft which 
served under the direction of the Luftwaffe command, appears 
to have been confined for the most part to combat areas..   See 
Beumel'curg, oja. cit., passim, for descriptions of the Condor 
Legion's work in northern Spain during the summer and autumn 
of 1937. 

^Haldane, o£.  cit.., P 51.   See Beumelburg, oß., cit., 
pp 172 ff for disoosition of Condor Legion forces in 1937- 
1938. 
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frontier at Le Perthus on his way to Barcelona and Valencia. 

At Gerona, i*0 miles into Spain, he had his "first glimpse 

of what the war means to cities behind the lines."    k raid 

two nights earlier had killed six civilians in a residential 

area obviously distant from whatever military objective 

Gerona might have contained.    Numerous fishing villages 

between Gerona and Barcelona had suffered bombardment from 

the sea or air at the hands of Insurgent forces, and Cowley 

reported upon the damage he saw.    IU"ter he arrived at 

Valencia, Cowley learned that the town of Castellon de la 

Plana, 40 miles up the coast, through which he had passed 

two days before, had been subjected to an air raid.    So far 

as he could ascertain, he says, 

.   .  . not a single one of these bontoardments .  .   . had 
produced any results that even faintly affected the 
republican armies, except to make them fight harder. 
All the victims were civilians; most of them women and 
babies.    It was a new kind of warfare, without reason, 
without honor, a blind malice like that of an idiot boy 
who has stolen his father's rifled 

During his stay in Valencia, Cowley experienced a mid- 

night raid which was frustrated by the activity of the 

Loyalist anti-aircraft defenses.   The six raiding planes 

dropped their bombs in the suburbs, doing very little damage 

but killing two civilians and injuring a dozen, mostly 

i*M. Cowley, "To Madrid: I," New Republic. LXXmi:64» 
25 Aug 1937. 
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children.^   UterCowley reached Madrid from where he sent a 

tellingly vivid description of life in the wartime capital. 

The x'oliowir.g excerpts are quoter': 

Of course it is partly fatalism, that famous Spanish 
fatalism about which we have heard so much and so often. 
But after a few days you become convincec that it is 
something else besides.    The Uadrilenos love their city, 
and they promise neither to leave it nor surrender it 
to the enemy.    Since last November they have become so 
deeply involved in the fight to keep it that everything 
else has become incidental. 

mi- 
[■!''.-•' 

Life goes on in Madrid, and the visitor becomes involved 
in it almost against his will.    He may have been fright- 
ened by air raids elsewhere — as I was frightened in 
Valencia by bombs that dropped three miles away — but 
in Madrid he sees children watching the fascist planes 
and he is ashamed of being more timid than little girls. 
Graduallv he is seized with an excitement that is mixed 
with elation.    Sleep becomes almost impossible.    Instead 
of dozing in the hot afternoon, he wanders through the 
streets.    Instead of hurrying off to dinner before the 
restaurants close, he watches two fascist bombers 
circling the pale moon, and cheers the snub-nosed 
Russian pursuit planes that drive them back into the 
sunset.    Instead of going to bed, he climbs to the roof 
of his hotel — as I did on the fourth night of my visit 
— to see the sky cut into a checkerboard by powerful 
searchlights.  ... I should have been full of pity for 
the sleeping city, but instead I felt what was almost 
a frenzy of admiration. 

Describing further experiences in Madrid in July, Cowley 

observed the behavior of Madrid children.    Hfter eight months 

11: ■■ 

5M. Cowley, "To Madrid: 11," New Republic. LXXXXII:94, 
1 Sep 1937. 

6Loc. cit., p 96.    See also Cowley's article/'To Madrid: 
III, Offensive on Two Fronts," New Republic. LXXXXII: 152-155, 
15 Sep 1937, for a good description of Madrid during an 
artillery shelling on 6 Jul 1937. 
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of living under siege," he says, "they seemed to be absolutely 

without fear.   When the Fascist planes came over, their 

mothers called them into the houses, but they didn't always 

obey; it was much more exciting to watch an air battle from 

the streets."''   Other writers who visited Madrid at this 

time reported in like vein, and usually with the same unre- 

strained praise for the civilians as Cowley employed. 

Francesca Wilson, who had performed relief work in the years 

after "Jorld ^ar I, as well as daring that conflict, wrote of 

the indomitable courage of the women and. children of the city, 

and their brightness under adversity.    She told how queues 

formed everywhere and spoke of one vegetable cart with a long 

line of women stretched behind it.    The women, "alert and 

brisk," had "put their hands on the shoulders in front of 

them and were dancing and singing."8   The Duchess of \tholl 

remarked on much the same spirit displayed by the women. 

ks with others, she found the strongest impression of a visit 

to Madrid that of "the calm courage of the people."^ 

11': •: 
fsiJ M 

7M. Cowley, "To Madrid: IV, Three Spanish Kids," New 
Republic. ,LXXXXII:179-182, 22 Sep 1937. 

Wilson, 0£, cit., pp 194-196, 

^See Duchess of Atholl, "^y Impressions of Spain," The 
Scotsman. 29 \pr 1937 and 1 May 1937.   See also J. Dos Passos, 
Journeys between Vlare. 1938, p 372, for a not too complimentary 
opinion upon the visiting British Duchess, who most probably 
was Katherine Marjory Ramsay Stewart-Murray, Duchess of Atholl, 
to the effect that "why should a goddam lousy etcetera duchess 
eat three courses when a hard working American newspaperman 
has to go hungry?"   P 372. 

'%'■■ 
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The automn of 1937 »as, as has been Indicated, relatively 

quiet and both the Loyalist and Insurgent populations xere 

becoming better disciplined, better organized, and better 

cared for through air raid precaution measures.   At Teruel, 

one correspondent reported, ".  .   . the people have become so 

accustomed to air raids that one moment the streets are full 

of chattering men, women, and children, and the next completely 

void."   Teruel was in Rebel hands, and the account continued 

that in the October raids on that town by Loyalist planes 

;,no fuss, excitement or panic" occurred during the attack.-*-0 

In the South, at Valencia, the American playwright Lillian 

Hellman wrote that, after the warning sirens sounded, "a few 

people began to run, but iiost people stopped, suddenly, and 

then moved on again more swiftly.  .  .   . people were •standing 

quietly in tue open square looking up."   The populace,  she 

noted, was calm in the midst of this October raid in which 

Italian planes killed 63 civilians in the port area of the 

town.^    Another impression of Valencia under the raids of 

the autumn of 1937 recorded that: 

The feature of the city which caused perhaps most surprise 
in view of what one had read, was the atmosphere of con- 
fidence and cheerful good will prevailing.    There was no 
sense of strain, no suggestion of apprehension or suspi- 
cion amongst the people in the streets or the cafes and 

10J. F. C, Fuller,  "Life, Work and War in Nationalist 
Spain," United Services Review. LXXVII:5-6, 25 Nov 1937. 

Hi. Hellman, "Day in Spain," New Republic. LXXXXLV: 
297-298, 13 Apr 1938, 

\'l 
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hotel dining rooms.  ,  .  . Peoole were talking freely in 
normal tones to one another /in the streets/.   They were 
courteous and helpful to foreign visitors." 

From the Aragou front in September 1937, Ernest Hemingway, 

whose enthusiasm for the Loyalist cause was well known, reported 

on the furious fighting for the town of Belchite, a rail point 

25 or 30 miles southeast of Saragossa.   The town was a legiti- 

mate military objective and it was bombed heavily by Loyalist 

artillery in an attempt to dislodge the Franco forces which 

were stubbornly defending it.    As soon as the Loyalists had 

taken the town, the Insurgent planes attacked, apparently 

killing many of their own troops which had been taken prisoner 

by the Loyalists.   Belchite, says Hemingway, "had such a smell 

of death from the bodies in the smashed houses that the Govern- 

ment burial squads digging to reach them vtere unable to remain 

there without gasmasks,"^   Among the dead must have been a 

number of civilians, but no casualty figures are given for 

this raid. 

In November, when Franco's planes attached tlv. towns of 

Lerida and Barbastro, the former- an important r^il and road 

junction between Barcelona and Saragossa, the matter a less 

important road center in Hue sea province i+0 miles northwest 

of Lerida, 300 civilians were killed.    '»One of Lerida^ bombs 

^By an Observer, "A Glimpse of the War in Spain," 
Canadian Defence Quarterly> XVtl97, Jan 1938. 

13E* Hemingway, The Spanish War",. 1938, pp 35-36. 

■•*. 
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landed smack oh a fmblic sbhool, killed 1Q children.   Hun- 

dreds of adults wei*e shot dovm by planes furiously strafing 

the streets."1^   Immediately thereafter Loya?_i3t planes blew 

up a munitions dump at Saragossa, but the Republicans hastened 

to explain "that this was not retaliation for earlier bombings 

of Lerida and Barbastro."-^ 

Madrid was relatively free from attack by planes during 

the autumn months although it was shelled spasmodically by 

artillery.^-"   Because the reactions of civilians to shelling 

must have been somewhat the same as their behavior under 

aerial bombardment, this report from the Spanish capital is 

given as an example of the temper of the Madrilenos in the 

second autumn of the war; 

They seem to be standing the ordeal with great courage. 
A shell falling near to any street seems to lead to only 
mild activity amongst the people in the street.   Children 
are called by their mothers into the houses.   Pedestrians 
move without loss of dignity but also without loss of 
time, to the nearest substantial building,   For perhaps 
fifteen minutes or so the life of the street is stilled. 
Then, if nothing further happens, the street comes to 

li*Time, XXX:21, 15 Nov 1937.   The raid on Lerida was pro- 
bably the one of 2 Nov in which the casualties are listed by 
the World Committee against Vlar and Fascism, oju cit., p 28, 
as "215 mort dont 56 enfants 700 blesses." 

15Time, XXX:21, 15 Nov 1937, italics in original.   The 
account added: "Because their strength depends entirely on 
their hold on the populous lower classes. Leftist strategists 
have scrupulously avoided bombing civilian centres,"   Ibid. 

l6V. Sheean, Not Peace but a Sword. 1939» pp 165-166, 
mentions the calm with which some Madrid citizens faced the 
shelling at this time. 
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life again.   The children re-appear and resume their 
games.   The older folk resume their gossiping or go 
about their business.   There is no sign of panic, nothing 
to indicate that these people regard with anything but 
unshaken courage the fact that death may at any moment 
enter their street with the scream and crash of a shell.^,' 

Toward the end of the year, Barcelona felt the brunt of 

the Insurgent air attacks.    In December a series of raids, 

largely by night, caused death and devastation in the slum 

areas near the port.   The planes, apparently based on Majorca, 

came in at a great height and at high speed, dropping their 

bombs and turning back to their bases before the projectiles 

reached their targets.18   Up to this time "not all Catalans 

were enthusiastic for the Republican cause.   General Franco's 

aeroplanes over Barcelona .  .  . gave an impetus to recruiting 

and unified the Catalan nation in support of their Govern- 

ment."19    Between 25 December 1937 'and 20 January 1938, 

^Canadian Defence Quarterly, loc. cit., p 200.    See 
World Committee against War and Fascism, 0£. cit., pp 26-31i 
for a listing of the artillery bombardments of Madrid during 
Oct, Nov, and Dec 1937, with casualties. 

18Haldane, 0£. git., p 51.   The World Committee report 
lists raids on 7 Dec with 50 killed, 100 wounded, on 8 Dec 
with insignificant damage, and on 19 Dec with 13 dead, 21 

wounded,. 0£. cit,., pp 30-31. 
^J.. R. J. Macnamara, "Can War Be Humanized?   Bombing 

Civilians," United Services Review, LXXVII:5, 30 Jun 1938. 
The Republican Government had been removed from Valencia to 
Barcelona in early November, a move which one correspondent, 
Irving Pflaum, of the United Press, interpreted as an indica- 
tion that the Catalan morale ..as weakening under aerial bom- 
bardments and the Loyalists hoped to gain Catalan support for 
the cause by settling its headquarters in the midst of the 
wavering civilians.   Time, XXX:21-22, 15 Nov 1937. 
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according to one account, Barcelona underwent 77 raids in 

which 273 were killed and W6 injured.    "Nevertheless during 

this time there was nothing like a general panic, although 

people in the streets did not disdain to run. for shelter. 

However, life was fairly normal in between the raids. , .  . 

Indeed there was a little too much of the 'business as usual1 

attitude in some quarters," Haldane wrote,^ 

Hemingway, who had accompanied the Loyalist troops from 

Belchite to the front before Teruel, reported from there on 

the fighting to gain that strategically located city which 

commanded the confluence of the Guadalaviar and Albarracin 

rivers and the main road to Valencia, 88 miles away to the 

southeast.    As the attacking forces drew near the city, the 

Loyalist Government called upon the inhabitants to evacuate 

the town, promising safe conduct to all, regardless of age, 

sex, politics, or military affiliation, who would leave by 

the Sagunto road before 0900 on 19 December,    After that 

time, the Government radio and messages said, Teruel would 

be regarded as a military objective and might be boidbed at 

will.   When the Loyalists took the town, the populace greeted 

the victors enthusiastically.    "They said they had stayed in 

the cellars and caves when the offer from the Government came 

to evacuate, because the Fascists had not let them leave. 

I: 

20Haldane, 0£. cit., pp 52-53. 
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Also they said the Government had not bombed the town, only 

the military objectives.   They said this, not I," Hemingway 

asserts.    "They said it because after we have been reading 

in the papers just received in Madrid from New York and 

still in the car today, about General Franco giving the 

Government five days to surrender before starting his final 

triumphal offensive, it seemed just a little incongruous, 

should we say, to be walking to-night into Teruel, that great 

rebel strong point from which they were to start their drive 

to the sea."^ 

In January 1938, Loyalist planes raided the important 

Rebel city of Salamanca for the first time when a fli^it 

of 20 large bombers dropped 1,000 pound bombs on the town, 

causing "a frightened shouting mob" to crowd into a 

refugio.^   The number of casualties for this raid is not 

given, and, of course, the records of the World Committee 

against War and Fascism do not list raids by Loyalist air- 

craft upon Insurgent cities.   An attack by Loyalist aircraft 

on Sevilla at this same time killed 24, including 11 children 

and 3 women, with five tons of bombs.   These two raids marked 

what was termed a change of policy on the part of the 

21Hemingway, 0£. cit., pp 46-51.    See F. von Forell, 
Mölders and seine Männer, 1941, PP 9-10, for indications that 
fresh Luftwaffe arrivals led to increased air attacks by the 
Rebels on the Teruel front during the winter of 1937-1938. 

22Time, XXXI :13, 31 Jan 1938. 

1 I 
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Republican Crovernment .23   However, on 28 January, the Loyalist 

authorities said they "would welcome any initiative to put an 

end to the bombing of open towns."   This offer was met by "an 

insolent refusal" by Franco to "have any agreement with 'the 

Prieto-Azanist horde.'    The /Loyalist/ Government ordered an 

air raid on Salamanca as a reprisal, but on receiving a pro- 

posal from the French and British Governments that bombing of 

open towns should cease, it issued an order that no more raids 

should be made deep into rebel territory."    However, "even in 

the face of a protest from the Pope, General Franco would not 

abandon 'proper freedom of action.'"2^ 

\3 the raids in the South grew in intensity through 

January it was clear that the Franco forces were determined 

to concentrate their aerial activity against the remaining 

Loyalist strongholds along the Mediterranean, principally 

Barcelona, Valencia, Tarragona, Reus, and other points. 

Italian planes dropped "enormous bombs on the crowded, indus- 

trial and residential sections" of Barcelona in late January, 

23ibid<    "lifter a series of. Nationalist air-raids on 
Valencia during the first fortnight of January 1938, the 
Government at Barcelona decided to adopt reprisals, and dur- 
ing the third and fourth weeks of January there were Repub- 
lican air-raids on Salamanca, Seville, Ceuta, and Valladolid., 
This Republican action only provoked the Nationalists into 
intensifying their own attacks, particularly upon Barcelona." 
K. Duff,  "The War in Spain and Its Repercussions, (v) The 
Powers and Humanitarian Activities in Spain," Survey of 
International Affairs. 1^8. 1941, 1:403-404, 

m 
f   :,f '• 
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24Atholl, SearchliS^ 2a §2^ ? 253' 
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killing kOO civilians and wounding more than 800 in five 

minutes. 5   This was, no doubt, the air raid of 25 January 

directed against the center of the city.26   The first of the 

"Terror Raids" occurred on 30 January, when Italian planes 

from Majorca caused 350 casualties, eighty of them children,27 

It is not clear whether this is the same raid referred to by 

Haldane as having taken place on 31 January, but it would 

seem to be from the similarity of the casualty figures given 

by him and by Oliveria, and other sources.28   The figures for 

casualties on this raid are indefinite, as Haldane remarks. 

Of the London papers reporting what Haldane calls the January 

31st attack, the Daily Worker estimated the lowest number, 

300.   The News Chronicle made two guesses, 700 and 1,000. 

And both the Herald and the Daily Mail cited the top figure 

of 1,CÜ0.29 

Barcelona enjoyed some respite from air attacks through 

February while Valencia was made a target for bombings by 

^Time. XXXI :13, 31 Jan 1938. 
26A; R. Oliveira, Politics, Economics, and Men of Modern 

Spain. 1946, p 605. 
27Ibid.. and Salter, o£, cit», pp 163-164. 
28Gompare Haldane, 0£. cit,., p 53; Olivaira, o£. cit., 

p 605; and World Committee against War and Fascism, 0£. cit.., 

P 34. 29Haldane, 0£. cit., p 53.   The World Committee's report 
lists no raid on Barcelona for that date, but does give the 
one for 30 Jan with 153 killed, 108 wounded.    0£, cit., p 34. 
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Insurgent planes,^0   By the end of February, according to 

one reckoning, Barcelona had been subjected to some 2!) raids 

in a year väth 900 persona killed and 2,500 injured,31    \ 

raid on 26 January aimed at Valencia killed 143 and wounded 

208, while half a dozen leaser raids during the two months 

accounted for numerous casualties.^   Other towns also con- 

tinued to be bombed repeatedly.   In the operations on the 

Ebro front, Belchite was attacked on 10 March "with the 

thunder of the heaviest bombs" of the Condor Legion.    When 

the German and Spanish tanks entered the tcvm that afternoon, 

"the village was a single heap of rubble,"^    A three hour 

bombardment on 2 April by German and Italian planes on Lerida, 

called by Sheean "one of the worst of the war," laid waste 

the town and killed a number of civilians,3^ 

The most sustained bombing offensive by the Insurgents 

during the entire war took place against Barcelona in the 

30rime, XXXIsl3. 31 Jan 1938. -"■rime, AAAJ. •-•-'» '- 
 " +  Ä R P. Lessons from Barcelona, 

31N. de P, MacRoberts. A. £• t' k—  

'"^' „-u  DO 211-212. 
33Beumelburg, 2S.'  2^-» pp J^Beumeiourg, »&' z~ - ■ 

«it  PP 85^86. See Salter, 22. cit.. PP 
34sheean, 0£. cit., PP c? 

262-263. 
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Spring of 1938.   For three days in mid-March the city was 

subjected to 13 raids which were reported to have killed as 

many as 3,000 and wounded upwards of 25,000 persons.^   These 

raids "succeeded in doing what the others had not, namely in 

creating a panic.   About a quarter of the population ran out 

into the country.   Some were, of course, killed in the streets 

by splinters or blast.   Others lost their heads completely, 

and tried to dig holes in the streets,"^" says Haldane.   But 

another writer observes that "neither in material damage nor 

on the score of morale can any decisive results be credited 

^Between 2208 on 16 Mar and 1519 on 18 Mar, the period 
of the raids, the following figures and sources are given: 

Killed    Wounded Source 

3,000      25,000 plus J. Laugdon-Davies, kit Raid. 1938, 
p 14. ' 

870        1,500 seriously Atholl, Searchlight on Spain. 
p 253. 

1,300        2,000 Oliveira, 0£. cit., p 605. 
900        1,500 Davy, ag. cit., p 124. 

1,300        2,000 Haldane, 0£. cit., p 54. 
912 Ibid., pp 284-285, citing 

P. Skinner, in Architect * a 
Journal. 16 and 23 Jun 1938. 

1,000        1,700 MacRoberts, 0£. cit., p 9. 
Tres nombreuses victimes  World Committee against War and 

Fascism, oo. cit., pp 39-40. 
834        1,279 Ibid., P 53. 
875        2,000 Journal of the Royal United 

Service Institution. LXXXIII: 
407, May 1938. 

^Haldane, oji. cit.» p 55.   He was not in Barcelona 
at the time, nor did hp go there subsequently while the war 
was on.   Ibid., p 284* 

; si 
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to the attackers."^ 

M. J. B. Davy, in discussing the effects of the March 

raids, has this to say: 

The psychological aspect of the . . . raids is the most 
interesting and probably the most important. Reactions 
to the bombing varied. Some people seemed as much 
affected by the noise of the anti-aircraft guns as by 
the bombs, doubtless because they were not accustomed 
to either and could not distinguish between friend and 
foe. Others remembered most vividly the clouds of dust 
raised, blinding and choking, and the acrid smell of 
fumes. Imaginative terrors were found to afflict some 
more than the reality of lacerated flesh and spreading 
pools of blood. To some the sight of the dead was less 
fearful than the torments of the wounded; it was entirely 
a question of individuality. The mass reaction was 
different to that of the individual. Observers noted 
that the determination of the Catalan people to fight 
to the bitter end to preserve their independence was 
entirely unaffected by the series of reverses which their ' 
forces had suffered in the field; that the dangers of 
battle ware something which they understood and, 48 a 
courageous race, were not afraid to face. But the ever-    I 
present menace of death from the air was quite another 
matter, and the uncertainty and suspense of that peril 
appeared to have shaken the nerve of even the bravest. 

In spite of this — and it is here that the mass reaction 
was determined — the people realized the importance of 
calm, and made gallant efforts to carry on unperturbed 
as if everything were normal. . . . though Barcelona 
suffered momentarily it soon picked up. . . , The 
majority of competent observers of these raids seem to 
have agreed that the psychological effect was most sig- 
nificant, and the only way to counter it was by psycho- 
logical mtant, the chief defence being to have a job to 
do. It was suggested that the problem was not so much 
to protect this or that military objective, but the chief 

^MacRoberts, o£. cit., p 9. He was in Barcelona, in 
April 1938. Davy, who was not there, gives a very good des- 
cription of the raids, gathered from a number of sources. Og,. 
cit.. pp 122-124. 
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military objective of all — the nerves of the people .38 

According to Davy, the raide "came very near to destroying 

the morals of all Barcelona, for the time being at any rate 

... ,«39 

March I6th-17th-18th in Barcelona made most A. R. P. 
literature obsolete. 

. ,  , • from the point of view of the krt of War the 
operation was the most satisfactory and potentially 
important since the beginning of hostilities.    Its 
interest lies not in the number of people that were 
killed, bat in what happened to those left alive. 

38Davy, 0£. cit.. pp 124-125.   Salter, 0£, cit., pp 166- 
171 and 175-178 contains a good account of the effects of the 
raids upon him as an individual.   He says: "There is reason to 
believe that Franco and his backers in Rome and Berlin thought 
that this offensive would be the knockout blow.   If it could 
have been sustained for even a little longer perhaps it would 
have been, but neither men nor machines could maintain the 
pace,"   Ibid. 

39Davy, o£. cit.. pp 123-124. 
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The most complete available analysis of the effects of 
I 

the forty-eight hours of bombing upon the civilian populace 

is contained in John Langdon-Davies» book, Air Raid, from \ 

which the following extensive quotation is taken: |' 
| 

.  .  . thanks to the Italo-German manoeuvres over 
Barcelona ... we can make a very clear analysis of 
what happens when an air fleet attacks a large popula- 
tion congregated in a city. 

The manoeuvres were intended to solve a technical 
problem and also to see how far its solution would be 
valuable in a future war. 
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The lessons to be learned are most important In the 
field of psychology.   The object of the manoeuvre was 
itself psychological.   The aim was not casualties, but 
the creation of panic.   The technique employed was 
designed to nullify existing Defence measures against 
panic.    It succeeded. 

I was unable to find anyone who did not frankly admit 
that he was reduced to a state of impotent terror by the 
end of the period, and careful observers went so far as 
to suggest that had the technique been used for another 
forty-feight hours there would have been a total paralysis 
of the life of the city and the power to resist. 

Indeed, it is something of a mystery why the raids were 
broken off when their continuance could have achieved so 
much.   The reason could not have been a technical one. 
There was no attrition.    No machines or personnel were 
lost.   The cost was not prohibitive.   The Defence had 
contrived no now countermeasures.   It would seem that 
some political cause in the sphere of international 
diolomacy came into action to terminate the manoeuvres, 
unless the Gertan technicians felt that they had learned 
all they needei, so that any further experiments were 
purposeless.    Or perhaps the continuance of the raids 
would have taught the English and French too much. 

^fhere was not time for an alarmed population to reach 
sheltersj7 •   •  • on no occasion did anyone spend a period 
of danger in a shelter; the shelter was reached when the 
danger was already passed —• unless, of course, a person 
took up permanent residence at the beginning of the forty 
Kours and remained there until the end. 

/These forty hours were spent7 in a succession of moods 

(a) thirteen periods of two minutes — danger plus 
fear; 

(b) nine hours and seven minutes of fear without 
danger; 

(c) thirty hours forty-two minutes free of danger, 
but with growing suspense ending in catastrophe. 

In short, twenty-six minutes of visits from half a dozen 
bombers themselves scarcely in danger destroyed the whole 

i ;.■ 
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menUl life of a million ^nd a half people for forty hours.Uö ^--..—«,.. 

As in thQ affair of Guernica of the year before, the mass 

boabinga of Barcelona captured the headlines of all the world.2*1 

The fact that Barcelona was the first of the globe's modern 

lar^e cities to uhdtfgo intensive aerial bombardment, for the 

assaults on Wadrid had been much less in scope, if more numerous> 

caused speculation amoa' ^ r   .! habitants of other large cities 

as to the possible effects oi total war upon their own munic- 

ipalities.   While the bulk of the writings after the Guernica 

bombings had been emotional, the volume of literature follow- 

ing the Barcelona raids took a more considered cognizance of 

the morale and sociological factors. 

Langdon-Davies' account continued with some observations 

on the results of the bombings as he observed them among the 

people of Barcelona,    Again, liberal quotation from his book 

appears to be the best way to present the picture.   He wrote: 

It was impossible to find anyone in Barcelona who was 
not willing to admit frankly that terror seized him. ■ 
By the third day the city was in physical flight.   Long 
straggling lines of people carrying their bedding and a 

^^ngdon-Davies, o£. cit., pp 12-16, 31-34.   Italics 
in original text. 

^•Oliveira, 0£. cit., pp 605-606, comments as follows: 
"The excesses of the Fascist Air Forces in Franco1s service 
finally aroused the open disgust of the whole world, though 
the reaction was not as energetic as the occasion warranted. 
The Pope protested to the Burgos Junta or Government.   The Gov- 
ernments of Paris and London agreed to make representations to 
both sides in Spain, with a view to stopping air raids like the 
ones on Barcelona,"   Italics in the original. 
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few belongings were making for the hills all around. 
Three long queues atretchedl into the surrounding streets 
from the North Station. 

The crowds in the Metro were such that everybody had to 
stand all night long for two successive nights wedged 
body to body.   (Yet the Metros were not safe from bombs; 
people would have been safer in their homes.)   For 
several weeks after, it was necessary to open the trains 
on one side only, so as to leave the other platforms for 
the campers who would not leaVe. 

It must not be supposed for a moment that the morale of 
Barcelona was at the beginning lower than a good average. 
I saw some dozen raids before the March ones and the 
impression I got was of a populace which refused to take 
reasonable care of itself.    They would not take shelter. 
They preferred instead to blacken every balcony so as 
to get a good view of the bursting shrapnel.    Their 
attitude was the perfectly reasonable one of unprotected 
people,  "If we are hit, we are hit."   The significant 
thing about the March raids was that whereas it was 
just as true as ever that "If we are hit, we are hit," 
people's bodies took them willy-nilly to the horrible 
atmosphere of the Metro. 

Things were different in March.    Human reactions then 
were not even on the level of reasonable fear, nor of 
reasonable anger against the bombers, or against the 
Government.  .  .   . 

It may be taken as axiomatic that the population will 
always confuse bombs and anti-aircraft fire and be as 
effected by one as by the other, unless special pains 
are taken to help them, 

^Üany believed the bombs were of a new type employing 
liquid air, because the effects were suoposed to have 
been worse than in other raids.    This was not soj1*2 

. '» 

i 

^or example, Clare Boot he in her book, Europe in the 
Spring, 19i+0, mentions a conversation, at which Vincent Sheean 
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What made the bombs seem worse was the technique in con- 
junction with which they were used.    It was Silent 
^pproach repeated again and again that heightened the 
effect on the people's nerves.   Everybody believed that 
they were in the centre of the worst part of the raids. 

/Loss of sleep was great during the raids.J7  I'o begin 
with nobody slept during two nights, and a city from 
whi^h sleep had been banished for 48 hours is a city on 
its way to disintegration. .  .  . Waiting consciousness 
passed into a hypnogogic state. 

My general impression after talking to a great many 
people is that a conaciousness of personal danger from 
the bombs was never their uppermost feeling or memory. 
It would seem that they were pounded into a dazed con- 
dition by the experience, and most of all by the noise, 
and that having reached that condition some one exterior 
detail, not directly concerning their own comfort or 
safety, but doubtless linking up with some significant 
episode of their past, emotional history took complete 
possession of their minds,'4-' 

It would take a psychologist to assess the estimates 

Langdca-Davies makes in these pages,    Haldane disputes the 

emphasis put on these intangible effects of the raids in 

these words: 

... I think Mr. Langdon-Davies overestimates the 
psychological effect of the raids.    According to my 
information the majority of the people of Barcelona 
remained fairly calm, though work was stopped in most 
factories.    And so far were the people from being com- 
pletely demoralized, that within a few days a mass 

was present, in v;hich it was taken for granted by all partic- 
ipating that liquid air bombs had been used in Spain during 
the Civil War,   P 13.   There is no evidence that any such 
bombs were used at any time during that war. 

^Langdon-Davies, 0£. cit., pp 45, 83-34, 94-95. 
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^Haldane, oo. cit.. p 286, 

^Ibid. 

ki*iim> XXXI:15-16, 28 Mar 1938. 

il'fcli 
demonstration whose number has been estimated at half a 
million marched through the streets demanding the con- 
tinuation of the war.^* 

He further expresses his opinion that Langdon-Dav? es was wrong 
,...,.,■ 

in saying that the Metro was not safe from bombing and that the 

citizens would have been more protected had they remained in 
I f 

their homes, since the chances of a direct hit upon a Metro 

station was small.7* 

Under what Time called "modified Douhet methods," 

Barcelona had been subjected to "day after day of the heaviest, 

most destructive, most deadly bombing ever achieved."   The 

report continued: "In accordance with Douhet, the objective 

was considered to be the whole city: the shattering of the 

morale of its people and the Leftist Government.   Thus no 

particular targets were aimed at and every quarter of Barcelona, 

slums, palatial avenues, business quarters and parks, received 

the bombs."^   Herbert L. Matthews, who had kept cabling to 

his papers during the twenty months of the war "that bombs 

only temper the morale of the people and spur them to greater 

resistance," wrote, "Human beings are not built to withstand 

such horror .  .  . /such bombing/ makes one either hysterical 

or on the verge of hysteria .  .  , /under these conditions it 
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Is/ hard to remain sane."^7 

However, the morale of the Barcelona citizenry apparently 

held up under the raids, though its resilience was severely 

tested.   Duncan Sandys, British parliament member, reported to 

the London Daily Telegraph that the damage from the bombings 

was so great that the people at first believed, as has been 

indicated, that some new, more horrible explosive had been 

used upon them as an experiment by the Insurgent flyers. 

Experts said this was not so, that better methods of manufac- 

turing techniques were rösponsible for the deadliness of the 

bombs.   The population of Barcelona, Sandys asserted, was not 

discouraged, and did not despair of ultimate victory for the 

Loyalist side.   Their morale was not yet beaten down.   Normal 

life continued in the city, but under tension.   The working 

class population had largely abandoned the slum areas and 

were living in the Metro stations by night.'*8   This view was 

supported by several other writers, among them the French 

general Duval who published his book on the lessons of the 

war in Spain just after the Barcelona raids»^ 

^Ibid., p 16. 

Excerpts from articles by Sandys in the Daily Telegraph 
of 8 and 9,, Apr 1938 were reprinted in the Bulletin Quotidien de 
la Presse Etrangere, issued by the French Foreign Office, and 
digested in ?. Et, "Les Bombardements aeriene de Barcelone," 
Revue de VArmee de lUir. X:691-696, Jun 1938, 

^See "Les Lepons de la guerre d'Espagne," Revue de 
1'Armee de lUir. X:717-720, Jun 1938, which is a review of 
Gen Duval's book of the sa-ne title. 
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World opinion, outside of Germany and Italy, was as 

vocifereous in its denunciations of the Insurgent action in 

bombing Barcelona's civilians as it had been in the case of 

the Guernica raid.   The governments of Britain and France 

protested to General Franco.   He replied that "while he 

recognized the humanitarian motives which inspired the pro- 

test and regretted the loss of innocent lives, Barcelona 

constituted an important military objective owing to the 

number of factories, industrial undertakings, and military 

concerns within the confines of the city.   He would continue 

to endeavour to restrict aerial activity in towns," he went 

on,  "and would only employ such means when military necessity 

left no alternative."^   Yet, according to the Duchess of 

Atholl, Prime Minister Chamberlain's expressions of n,horror 

and disgust'" at the conduct of the Insurgents "ended raids 

on Barcelona for a time. , , ."^ 

It was the opinion of Vincent Sheean that; 

.  .  . either the outcry that was raised in the world at 
large,, or some lingering remnant of humane feeling, or 
perhaps even a strong protest from General Franco and 
his junta, kept the Italians from repeating this exploit, 
and although all the cities of Republican Spain were 
repeatedly bombed thereafter, and many villages destroyed, 
the foreign aircraft did not actually bomb the crowded 

50"The International Situation; The Spanish Civil War," 
Journal of the Royal United Service Institution. LXXXIII:A07,. 
May 1938. 

^Atholl, Searchlight on Spain, p 253.. 
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center of Barcelona so intensively again.52 

What caused the Insurgent forces to, moderate their attacks 

on Barcelona is not entirely clear.   Possibly the leaders 

of the foreign aviation complements mere satisfied with their 

experiments in mass bombardment and did not wish to attempt 

further developments at the time. 

Heavy as they were, the March raids did not bring about 

the capitualtion of the Catalan capital, and the emphasis of 

the Franco aerial attacks shifted elsewhere temporarily.   In 

mid-May the Insurgent bombers returned and four severe raids 

in 33 hours left.200 dead and wounded in the city of 

Barcelona.53   Langdon-Davies, who was present during these 

raids describes the effects of the attacks upon his associ- 

ates, all of whom had been through the devastating Uarch 

raids.   He writes: 

The people waiting at once began to display those motor 
reflexes which show that a mental system under strain 
is reverting to primitive un-coordinated movements in 
order to relieve the strain by action.    Some were pale 
and still; others walked about rapidly; two women were 
sick; one or two looked about them at their companions 
with that inquiring look which denotes that the 

%aM 

5?-Sheean, 0£. cit., p 240.   Oliveira, o£. cit,, p 606, 
in speaking of the Franco-British protests, says, "Such an 
admonition to both aggressor and victim — which intentionally 
ignored the nationality of the airmen and aeroplanes causing 
the casualties   showed that Franco-British diplomacy could 
not cease from being perfidious over the Spanish question, 
even when It cams to making a humanitarian gesture.'» 

SSrime, mijl5, 23 May 1938. 

W: 
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individual feels out of his depth and is looking for a 
lead from outside.   On the other hand the people working 
continued to viork for a minute or two and then stopped 
and went to the window and looked out.    In the streets 
which had been only partly cleared the men were walking 
with a quickened pace, but the women in several instances 
seemed to be brought to a standstill and to be undecided 
as to where they should go.   In none of these people was 
there any sign that the altered behavior pattern was 
conducive to any useful action.   The people who were 
working bore up better than the ones who were waiting, 
but I had the impression that "business as usual" was an 
antidote for fear for at best a very short time.5^ 

Further raids on Barcelona later in May produced heavy casu- 

alties, but none of the attacks had the intensity of those 

in March.55 

Perhaps to draw attention from the March bombings of 

Barcelona, the Insurgent planes carried on small scale, but 

regular forays against less well-known towns such as Vinaroz, 

Reus, Torreblanca, Tarragona, Tortosa, Castellon, Sagunto, 

Almeria, as well as on the larger cities of Valencia and 

Alicante, through April and May of 1938.56   At Castellon de 

la Plana, a provincial capital and seaport 35 miles north 

of Valencia, two large-dimension raids in May produced a 

total death list of only six in a city of nearly 70,000, 

^Langdon-Davies, ö£, cib,, pp 107-108. 

55"The International Situation; The Spanish Civil War," 
Journal of the Royal United Service Institution. LXXXIII:621- 
623, Aug 1938.    See also World Committee, o£. cit., pp kk, kb. 

5^Vincent Sheean visited a number of these towns at the ^ 
time and describes raids and the effects of raids on Castellon 
de la Plana, Alicante, Sagunto, Torreblanca, and Tortosa, 
among others, in his book.   0£, cit., pp 71, 3M-U8. 
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although the center of town was bombed on each occasion.57 

The low death toll was attributed to greatly improved air \ 

raid shelters — "'A refugio in every house'" — built by 

the citizens themselves.58   Between 25 and 30 May, 300 were 

killed in raids on Barcelona, Valencia, Castello'n, Sargento, 

and Alicante, and Valencia was raided six times in twelve 

hours.59   At the sarce time, General Alfredo Ktndelan, com- 

mander of the Insurgent air forces, complained that "had the 

Rightist Air Force only been permitted ^by Franco? to apply 

the Douhet Theory in good measure both Madrid and Barcelona 

would long since have fallen,"   In an article written after 

the March attacks, he criticised Franco's half-way measures 

and said, '"The Air Force .  . . has had its wings clipped 

and its field of action restricted to tactical and strate- 

gical objectives, and occaaionaliy factories, power stations, 

arsenals and lines of communication.'"^0   Certainly Franco's 

57Haldane, o£. cit., p 170.   Fifty planes dropped itfO 
bombs in the first raid, killing one person; 19 Junkers 
dropped 180 bonbs in the second raid, destroying 60 houses 
and a civilian hospital, but all five fatalities were at the 
hospital.   See World Committee, o£. cit., p 46. 

58Haldane, o£. cit., pp 170-172.   See also Sheean, o£. 
cit., pp 144-147; and Spaulding, 0£. cit., p 74. 

59journal of the Royal United Service' Institution. 
LXXXIII7623, Aug 1938.   Sargento may be Gagunto, which was 
raided frequently at this time.   For accounts of conditions 
in Valencia during these days see Sheean, oja- cit., pp U0- 
141, 159; and also a mention in Spaulding, üJ3. cit., p 91. 

6orime, mi:15, 23 May 1938. 



^•Hemingway, og.. cltt., pp 52-54. 

62a, Hemingway, "Hemingway Reports Spain," New Republic. 
LmXIV:350, 27 kpr 1938. 
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i 
action in easing the aerial bombardment ef civilian centers 

was not wholly humanitarian; it might have stemmed partially 

from a knowledge that his troops were gradually wearing down 

the ability of the Loyalists to hold out in their few remain- 

ing large cities and from his unwillingness to wreck these { 

important industrial and transportation centers beyond the 

point where they would be useful to him when captured.                        j 

Ernest Hemingway, observing the Insurgent advance along 

the Uediterranean coast,   saw the evacuation of Reus, a rail 

junction and industrial town six miles in from the coast and 

close to Tarragona, in early April.   But he remarked the 

absence of panic as the crowds of women, children, and old 

men mingled with the troops, all looking up at the sky as 

they retreated, fleeing from the raiding planes.&1   Entering 

the town shortly after the Insurgent planes had disappeared 

he found destruction everywhere; but among the refugees, 

"There was no panic at all, only a steady movement, and many 

of the people seemed cheerful.   But perhaps it was the day. 

The day was so lovely that it seems ridiculous that anyone 

should ever die,"^2   k few days later Hemingway witnessed 

the bombing of Tortoaa, a good-si zed town near the delta of 

the Ebro River about 35 miles south of Tarragona.    "Driving 

I . '   ' ' 
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through the streets /of the bombed town7 was like mountain- 

eering in the craters of the moon," he wrote, but he noticed 

no panic among the evacuees.^3 

Alicante had a series of raids on 25 May 1938, most of 

them, according to a Report of the British Commission of 

Investigation, "'deliberate attacks on a civilian area of 

a town,«" killing 290 and injuring 295.6/f   Sagunto, another 

coastal tovm 15 miles north of Valencia, boasted that it had 

withstood the Insurgent bombings better than most Mediterra- 

nean cities.   In almost two years of war, up to June 1938» 

it was reported, Sagunto had undergone 138 attacks, but it 

had not succumbed and "the munitions workers of the city had 

not lost a single hour's work.""5   Sheean calls the "story 

of Sagunto ,  .  , one of the most remarkable of the war." 

according to him, the workers had been offered relief if 

^Hemingway, The Spanish War, p 65.   For an especially 
graphic degcription of the action around Tortosa, 5-18 Apr 
1938, see ibid., pp 57-66.   See also E. Hemingway, "Hemingway 
Reports Spain," New Republic. LXXXXV: 124-126, 8 Jun 1938, for 
much the same account.    Sheean, o£. cit., pp 71-72, also 
describes the effects of raids on Tortosa at this time. 

^"Legitimate Targets in Spain," The Aeroplane. LV:280, 
7 Sep 1938.   See also World Coramittee, o£. cit., p 46; and 
Sheean, o£, cit.. p 145. 

65Haldane, oß. cit., p 74.   "It was only made possible 
for Sagunto because, during the first months of the war, the 
workers of Sagunto spent a great deal of tins, during which 
they could have been making munitions, in organizing them- 
selves on a democratic basis which has enabled them to stand 
up to suffering and danger '/»hieb men organized on a capital- 
istic basis cannot stand."   Ibid. 
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they wanted to move to a less punished area, but had elected 

to stay at their posts in the munitions factory, in spite of        , 

the fact that one bomb would have sent the plant into kingdom 

come.   The town had been blasted again and again and hundreds 

of civilians killed.    But the arms factory had not been hit, 

and the workers chose to carry on with their labors of making 

munitions for the Loyalist fighters, even in the face of 

obvious dangers."" 
One of the worst raids of the late Spring took place at 

Granollers, a small town just north of Barcelona, on 31 May, 

The dead numbered 200, and 300 were wounded, mostly women 

and children.^   There were almost daily raids through June, 

but only one of these, that against Alicante on the 25th, 

killed as many as 100 persons.   The Yforld Co.mittee against 

War and Fascism lists 109 raids on open cities during the 

month and 2 June is the only day for which no attack is 

cited.68   For the first six months of 1938, this recording 

lists 5i+4 bombardments of open towis, the highest number for 

any six month period during the war.   While not all these 

were aerial bombardments, the majority of them are included 

■ »i i ii  m 

663heean, o£, oit., pp 147-148. 

^World Committee, op. cit., p 46.   See also Oliveira, 
0£, cit., p 605? and Journal of the Royal United Service 
Institution, LXXniI:623, Aug 1938.   Salter, o£. cit., pp 
184-185, says the casualties numbered 3,000, but this figure 

seems high. 
^orld Committee, oß, cit., pp 47-49. 

,x. ij 
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in that category.69 

* ^rvi« «ith Oenera! Franco a. Sara,«« by 

Brui5h io-aU. on * ^ ™* — r°rth ^ CMMent8 

e.v.Uan^U.n..—— 7^ 
.^ .n .U^e .^ - -UUna. ** ^ 

1 ^ -. - o=— — " - ^^ " 8id ^ These deaths, he said, 
^ an. o.e. .iUtar, o^eotivea.   ^ 
^on.n^^^eU.a...   Toavo.a^-^ 

the u.yaU.ta ^ evaouau oiviUan, r.o. area, l^ 
the Lcyaxia«*«» This humane 

••—'•—'-r.rj.r:.».-. 
The insurgent bombings of the Spring 

.  U4. ^taliate by sending 

^ pxan« a.ains. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

mi „s indignant a. the apparent teaerit, 

—^ To     Th. tUures ior   .^ »nth period. 
69ibid., PP 50-51. 

are as fcUows: 

1936 July - ***^f      Jl 
1937 January - ^        229 

1937 July - **«*f      'S 
S58 January - June ^ LV:1> 6 Jul 

^38, quoting the London US^> 
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Republicans.fJ-   Nothing, seems to have come of this suggestion, 

and the Republican Government's air force continued the policy 

of concentrating its limited efforts to support of the ground 

troops and of fighting the Insurgent aircraft over the front 

lines,    kt the same time. Franco's air forces slackened their 

attacks against the coastal cities.   One suggested reason was 

the unwillingness of General Franco "to smash up towns and 

cities which ^Uould/ ... be national assets" when he won 

ultimate victory over the dwindling Republican armies,''2 

Alicante received the weight of the attacks in August 

and September, Tarragona in early November, and Barcelona 

for the remainder of the year.'^   All through the autumn, 

visits were paid by Insurgent bo.tbers to the Loyalist fringe 

along the Mediterranean, but few of these attacks were severe 

in nature.^   In November, General Franco is reported to have 

71,,Bomb3 Fall on Spain," New Republict LXXXXV:233, 6 Jul 
1938.    "Vussolini, filled with horror at the thought that 
Spanish airplanes might do to Italians what Italian and 
German airplanes have been doing to Spaniards threatened by 
way of reprisal to send his grand fleet to boabard Loyalist 
cities on the Mediterranean coast,"    Ibid. 

"^"Somewhere in Catalonia," The Aeroplane, LV:497, 26 Oct 
1938. 

"^spaight, o£. cit., 3rd ed., p 255. 

^n 5-6 Oct 1938 Barcelona was bombed., but damage was 
only superficial.   One pro-Franco writer claims that the 
bombing was a "simulated" one by Loyalist planes "in honor" 
of a visiting League of Nations delegation in the city at the 
time to control demobilization of the International Brigade 
which had been fighting on the Loyalist side,   Cremascoll, 

■ 0£, cit.. p 86, 
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published a list of 150 CataMi towns which v«ould be bombed 

unless the Loyalists capitualted.   Beginning in December, 

thirty of these towns were raided and in five days some 300 

civilians were killed and 1,000 wounded.   When the main 

Insurgent offensive against the Loyalist arniy was launched 

on 23 December these attacks ceased, although the Insurgents 

"continued to bomb very heavily the towns next in the line of 

retreat and also the refugees, both military and civilians, 

from these towns."'5   Barcelona became the chief target of 

these raids as the offensive carried forward through the 

province of Catalonia.^ 

Early In the new year It became evident that Barcelona 

could not hold out rauch linger.   Food shortages and over- 

crowding were contributing to the weakening of the city's 

position.7^   Civilian morale was "beginning to break under 

the strain of over two years of war, with its constant record 

of defeat, carried on without any adequate outside aid and 

with the accummulatlve effects of aerial bombardment beginning 

"^pierce, o£. clt.. p 199. 

^Cremascoll, 0£, clt., p 87.   He says some of these 
bombings were by the "Red" air forces to cloak the weakness 
of the Loyalists and to strengthen the wavering Catalans 
who were discussing capitulation to Franco.   Ibid. 

^Salter, 0£, cit., pp 228-229, says an estimated 
62,000 persons died "from the Indirect cause of hunger" 
In Barcelona between 1 Sep 1938 and 1 Feb 1939. 
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to tell."78   Daytime raids by Italian Savoiaa shuttling from 

Palma, and nightly attacks by Heinkels based on Pollinsa, 

also in the Balearic Islands, kept the city in a constant 

state of alert and caused mobs of refugees to flee along the 

French frontier,'"   There mere fifteen raids between 20 and 

22 January 1939.80    On the 24th and 25th there were eighteen 

raids.    According to Oliveira, "Privations of all kinds, 

wide-spread suffering, and, above all, tha sudden end to the 

hope of containing the enen^r in the mountains conspired 

together to announce the end of Republican resistance in 

Catalonia."81   The city fell to the Franco forces on 26 Jan- 

uary, leaving Valencia and Alicante as the only sizable 

Mediterranean towns still in Loyalist hands.82 

78Pierce, 0£.  cit., p 199.    See also, Del Vayo, 0£. 

cit., pp 230-281. 
79Del Vayo, 0£. cit., p 280.    See also Wilson, 0£. 

cit., p 242, 
80"Raids on Barcelona in January 1939 were .  .  . said 

to have had a great effect on the inhabitants» minds, partly, 
however, because the anti-aircraft defences had already 
ceased to function and the Republican amies in Catalonia 
were already facing defeat."   K. Duff, "The War in Spain 
and Its Repercussions, (I) The Course of the War in Spain," 
Survey of International Affairs. 1228, 1941, 1:271-272. 

8101iveira, op. cit.. p 633.   Tarragona   had fallen 
to the Italians on 15 Jan.   Ibid., P 632.   See also Salter, 
0£. cit.. pp 238,  262j and H. Tiltman, "Guest of General 
Franco," in R. S. Benjamin, ed.. Eye Witness. 1940, p 213. 

823alter, o£. cit., pp 247-250, has a good account of 
the last hours in Barcelona before the city surrendered. 



238 

K9 th« refugees clogged the roads to France, the Italian 

and German planes followed them and harassed the retreating 

columns of soldiers and civilians.    "It is reported that when 

a few Spanish Government fighters crossed over the refugee 

columns to engage some Insurgent bombers, the panic-stricken 

refugees ran shrieking into the ditch on the roadside.   Only 

those who were too weary to care marched on for the French 

border."^^   General Franco had refused to accept the French 

proposal, transmitted by the Vatican, that a neutral zone of 

asylum for refugees be created on Spanish soil, ^   As Oliveira 

comments: "By their flight, the Spanish people announced, as 

clearly as if a plebiscite had been taken, that they preferred 

expatriation tc life under the infamous government of the 

rebels,"^    B^ wlth no refuge closer than the French frontier, 

they had little choice. 

In contrast to the breakdown of civilian morale In 

Barcelona, the remnants of the Loyalist government, who 

rallied at Alicante in early February under Prime Minister 

Negrln and Foreign Minister Del Vayo, found that "absolute 

calm reigned, and there was not the slightest sign of dis- 

order."    According to Del Vayo, the ministers, "Arriving 

83plerce, o£. clt., p 200.   See also Palencia, 0£. clt., 
pp 38-39; and Oliveira, ag, clt., p 633. 

84Mllit§r-Wochenblatt. Cmil:3, 27 Jan 1939. 

8501lveira, 0£. cit., p 633. 
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from Catalonia, troubled and oppressed by the memory of a 

multitude panic-stricken at the thought of falling into the 

hands of the hateful enemy,  .  , , were heartened and refreshed 

by this evidence of calmness and self control."8^   At Valencia, 

too, morale was still good, although in a raid on 15 February, 

the son of the American Ambassador to Great Britain, Joseph 

P. Kennedy, Jr., observed that an air of fatalism had en- 

gulfed the population of the town.   There was no undue excite- 

ment, he said; many persons did not even seek the shelters 

and alniost all went about their business as soon as the planes 

had disappeared.8* 

However, the Loyalist government was wracked by internal 

discord and could not hold the dissenting factions  together 

any longer.    On 28 March 1939,Madrid surrendered to General 

Franco and the following day the remaining Loyalist territo- 

ries throughout Spain capitulated.   The war which had washed 

in a bloody tide over the Peninsula for thirty-two months 

was over.    The planes which had rained destruction on civil- 

ians from the Bay of Biscay to the Mediterranean were grounded, 

or went back to their German and Italian bases where their 

crews received the thanks of the Nazi and Fascist leaders. 

And the ruins of a hundred Spanish cities gave testimony to 

86Del Vayo, o£. cit., p 291. 

^J. P. Kennedy, Jr., "'Here They Cornel'" Atlantic 
Monthly. CLXIV:$45-546, Oct 1939. 



240 

the power which aerial boobs carried in their cargoes of 

high explosives and incendiary chemicals.   But the discussion 

of tue lessons of the war, and the examiration of the effects 

of aerial bombardment upon civilian morale continued while 

the world was still "at peace." 



'■ *-.i:::tn,: #■**$*■! 

CH^pr£R vii 

THE SPANISH CIVIL «AR:    GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

Fro.Ti the foregoing recitals of the effects of specific 

bombing raids upon the civilian populations of a number of 

Spanish towns and villages during the civil war of 1936- 

1939, it should be evident that no simple statement is pos- 

sible as to the degree to which such bombardments contributed 

to the victory of the Insurgent forces under General Francisco 

Franco, or to the defeat suffered by the Loyalist supporters 

of the Republican government.    Bilbao and Barcelona would 

seem to be the only major cities v*iich surrendered as an 

indirect result of the aerial punishment they took.    At 

Malaga, air attack may have been a remotely contributory 

cause of capitulation.   Madrid, Alicante, and Valencia were 

all heavily bombed, but they held out to the end of the war 

and fell finally as the result of what might be called 

"normal causes attendant upon the collapse of the Republi- 

can war effort."    In round numbers, the war's thirty-two 

months of conflict cost more than a million lives, military 

and civilian.   Of these, 15,000 civilians died as a result 

of aerial bombardment of cities and smaller settlements. 

How many more deaths were directly or indirectly attribut- 

able to air raids is not knov:n, but a fair proportion of the 

300,000 non-battlefront fatalities could have occurred from 
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related causes.1   Set beside one million deaths, the civil- 

ians who died as the result of aerial bombardment represent 

a meager portion.   But a new weapon had more than proved its 

deadliness.   The question is, had it proved anything else? 

ks one writer, in the midst of the war, put it: 

In truth there is no lesson to draw for our special 
edification from the bombing activity .  .  . and writers 
do wrong who claim in golden periods that the bomber 
has had its futile say.   ... We think, and rightly so, 
that we ^the British/are as enduring a race as any, 
although every other nation claims the same.   But neither 
we nor they .  .   . have as yet been put to the acid test 
of intensive warfare from the skies.^ 

Just as the Spanish Civil War did not prove that the bombing 

plane was a decisive factor in defeating a nation or a seg- 

ment of it, the war failed to prove beyond a reasonable 

doubt that aerial bombardments alntiost automatically stiffened 

civilian resistance.    Numerous writers held this latter 

belief, even after the evidence, partially comforting to 

the opposition, of the breakdown of resistance at Barcelona 

in January 1939.    Some of those writers have already been 

cited and to add to the catalogue here would be merely rep- 

etitious.    However,  a few observers, including some not 

already mentioned, made general comments upon the effects 

of aerial bombardments upon civilians, and their remarks, 

,   " 

1 These figures are from "The Spanish Civil War," The 
Command and Staff School Quarterly Review of Military Liter- 
ature, HX:3^557 Jun 1939. 

2L. E. 0, Charlton, United Services Review. LXXVII:8, 
3 Mar 1938. — - 
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along with pertinent material from those who have apoken 

specifically, deserve examination before this subject is 

closed. 

First, however, it seems important to say that most of 

the published comment is by military men, correspondents, 

literary figures, and political notables.   There is not 

readily available nearly enough by psychologists, social 

analysts, and medical authorities, for example.3   These indi- 

viduals, many of whom took an active part in the conflict or 

visited the scenes of war as members of investigating comrit- 

tees, apparently have written mostly for professional journals. 

Piles of medical publications might reveal much material not 

duplicated in the published books or general periodical 

articles dealing with the war,^   Too, accounts by social and 

medical workers with relief organizations, including the 

International Red Cross, the Friends, the Foster Parents' 

Plan for War Children, and others, probably exist which 

^An isolated instance of a report by a medical man is 
H. Colmegna' s D^ario de un medico argentine en la guerra de 
Espana. 1936-1939. /n,d.77 which, while it is pro-Franco, 
is observant.   However, it says little about the effects of 
the war upon the civilians, and deals almost entirely with 
front line troops, or battlefront devastation. 

'♦For example, references to several articles in the 
British medical journal The Lancet have been seen and exam- 
ination of such articles as "Casualty Services in Barcelona," 
12 Mar 1938, and "Towards Cadaver Blood Transfusions in War," 
12 and 19 Mar 1938, in that periodical might be fruitful. 

v 
I.. 
■1 , 
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would throw more light upon these aspects of the war.5   Some- 

thing comparable to Dr. Meerloo's book on the experiences of 

the Dutch during the bombing of Rotterdam and under the 

occupation would be most helpful.^   Men and women such as 

these have more than a casual knowledge of civilian reactions 

to aerial bonfcardments from the accounts of survivors to 

whom they have ministered and from their own firsthand observ- 

ations . 

One of the few psychologists who did speak up was 

Dr. E. B, Strauss who delivered a lecture on the subject to 

the Rcyal United Service Institution in London on k January 

1939.    In the course of his remarks, Dr. Strauss paid partic- 

ular attention to the experiences of the Spanish people under 

bombardment.   The war, he said, had "shown that the civilian 

population can become accustomed to air-raids with all their 

attendant horrors and danger to life, with the result that 

the number of acute psychiatric casualties is greatly reduced 

in the course of time."   He added:    "Nevertheless, a very 

unpleasant form of chronic anxiety state would appear to 

becoming general in Barcelona, /then undergoing the last of 

fiii- 

^Sooie such materials are contained in Wilson, OJD. cit., 
passim, and in the Duchess of Atholl's, Searchlight on Spain. 
passim.   Two books which treat in passing of the impact of 
aerial warfare upon children in Spain are A. Freud and 
D. Burlingham, TMar SSSL Children. 1944, and A. Brauner, Ces 
Enfents ont vecu la guerre, 1946. 

6A. M. Meerloo, Total W^r &iä the Human Mind, 1945. 

\M 
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the severe raids? a state which seems to be engendered not 

so much by the air-raids themselves, as by the population 

not knowing from one hour to another whether a raid is to be 

expected,"'' 

Yet, Dr. Strauss continued, there is a positive side to 

aerial bombardment.   The morale of Spanish civilians resnained 

generally high.   Here the lecturer cited that observers in 

Spain had noticed that "one of the most remarkable effects 

of the bombing of open towns in Government Spain has been 

the welding together into a formidable fighting force of 

groups of political factions who were previously at each 

other's throats."   This might indicate, suggested Dr. Strauss, 

that the greatest utility of aerial bombardment would be, not 

the destruction of cities and lives, but the dropping of 

"millions of leaflets calculated to destroy . .  . morale and 

encourage underground opposition."0   As a forecast of the 

psychological warfare enterprises of the Second World VJar, 

this observation is interesting.   But as a psychologist's 

analysis of the way aerial bombardment affected civilians, 

it leaves a areat deal to be desired." 

7E. B. Strauss, "The Psychological Effects of Bombing," 
Journal of the Royal United Service Institution, LXXXIVi276, 
May 1939. 

8Loc. cit., pp 277-278. 

%. Mira, Psychiatry in War, 1943, although by an eminent 
Spaniard, is disappointingly devoid of comment on the Spanish 
Civil War. 
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For the materials which might have come from the inter- 

preters of the mind and the body, it is necessary to turn to 

the so-called layman.   One of the best analyses of what the 

earlier bombardments did to the civilian population of 

Barcelona is in a pamphlet, already cited, by a London 

K. R. P. officer, issued in the Spring of 1938.   He opens 

his discussion with an examination of the value of the raids 

as a military measure and states the following; 

If the object is solely to terrorise the civil popula- 
tion into submission, it has been abundantly proved that 
no matter how intense the bombardment, the morale of the 
whole of the population of a city cannot be broken — 
provided, of course, that passive defence measures have 
been properly organised.   The reason is that an attack 
of this nature is entirely local and confined to the im- 
mediate vicinity of the impact of the bombs.   The area of 
attack in the case of Barcelona, covered a potential tar- 
get of forty square miles.    There has been no stampede 
in mass of the whole of a nerve-racked population.   No 
wild and unreasoned panic.   No terrible and uncontrolled 
hysteria and certainly no thought of beseeching the 
Government to seek an immediate and unconditional peace. 

If these were the military objectives aimed at, they 
have been proved to be unobtainable.   Humanity is simply 
not built that way,^-0 

As a lay observer, Major UacRoberts' examination of the 

psychological reactions of the Barcelona civilians is couched 

in non-medical terms.   He stresses the fatalism with which 

these people regarded the protracted bombings.   Developing 

this theme, he says: 

Fatalism is not the worst characteristic to engender in 
wartime if it is allied to common sense and an indomi- 
table spirit to survive. 

105iacRobert8, 0£. cit., pp 4-5.   The italics are his. 
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Natur« In an unaccountable way seems to strengthen nan- 
kind in war to endure untold hardships of mind and body. 

The Spaniards have strong nerves; the rugged stock of 
Moorish ancestry has left a strain of iron in their 
souls which enables thera to face hardships and disaster 
unflinchingly. 

It takes a lot to still the life of a great city.    It 
aay pause momentarily, but its pulse quickly reasserts 
itself.    During the periods of air attack, and in an 
abstract sense it is a continual struggle between life 
and death, each struggling for supremacy.   For although 
death Intervenes with grim and dramatic suddenness, 
nevertheless men and women must still go on living. 
Hunger and thirst urge on humanity to survive in spite 
of all. 

Their houses and surroundings, their neighboars and 
friends, their daily occupations and everyday activities 
seem to hold the population of a great city like a 
magnet.   They prefer to risk the possibility of death 
rather than be separated from life as they know it. 

In aerial attack doath and destruction arrive in an 
instant.   Whether by day or night, without warning men, 
women, and children are hurled into eternity. 

Life verily nangs by a thread. 

This is perhaps the supreme characteristic of mass 
terrorism from the air against the defenceless popula- 
tion of a great city.11 

After citing many incidents he witnessed, or which were 

rerorted to him, as illustrations of what he has said. Major 

MacRoberts concludes: 

And yet, in spite of the terrible strain to which the 
whole population of the city had to submit for such an 
extended period of time, it must be openly and frankly 
testified that mass panic and hysteria had little general 
effect. 

^bid.. p 10. 
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The great mass of the harmlesa and inoffensive citizens 
of Barcelona, without any bias of strong political views 
either one way or the other — who have only asked to be 
allowed to continue their natural and legitimate occupa- 
tions of work and industry, have been drawn helplessly 
and Inevitably into the whirlpool of this terrible for» 
of internecine   warfare.    And yet they have faced up to 
the ordeal of air-terrorism with a courage and endurance 
which ehould hold the admiration of the world.12 

In UacRoberts* view, a partial explanation for this 

attitude of the people of Barcelona was the well-organized 

system of air-raid wardens.    "This," he says, "is indeed the 

essence of the wliole of the air rai^ precautions of Barcelona. 

It has become a tradition of service and as such it goes a 

long way to keep the morale of the people from breaking, for 

they know that, cone what may, help will be brought to them. 

They will not be deserted in their hour of peril."13   Equally 

sensible, in his view, was the practice of reserving accom- 

modations in air-raid shelters for each and everyone entitled 

to use that specific refuge.    "There is a lot to recommend 

such a system," MacRoberts writes.    "It does away to a large 

extent with a panic overcrowding at any particular point. 

It also relieves the mind of anyone who for some reason may 

be late in arriving.   He knows that under any circumstances 

his olace will be reserved for him."1'* 

12Ibid., p 11. 

13Ibid., p 18. 

^bid., pp 26-27. 
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aiming by the bombers.   The inhabitants of the village, pro- 

voked at the disruption of so many nights' sleep, were said 

to have been restrained with difficulty from themselves going 

out and dynamiting the bridge so they could get uninterrupted 

sleep and could, during the day, taunt the bombers with their 

inability to blow up the structure,1^   During the heavy bomb- 

ings of Barcelona in 1938, according to Salter,  "the Spanish 

retained some kind of grim humor,n   Ke tells this anecdote; 

Negrin /Loyalist Prime Minister? had recently issued a 
new appeal,  "Resist, resist, resist.   To resist is to 
conquer."   The next morning, in the center of the Plaza 
Cataluha, on a pile of rubble, was the corpse of a 
donkey, its ribs sticking through its scrofulous skin, 
dead, all too obviously, from starvation.   Upon its 
side was pasted a sign which read, "Lo siento mucho, 
Senor Negrin, pero no puedo resistir mas," which means, 
"I'm extremely sorry, Senor Negrin, but I can't resist 
any more,"^ 

Another example was cited that the "knowledge that it 

is foreigners who are bombing Spain has a particularly violent 

effect upon the Spanish reaction to air raids, but always the 

natural reaction of anyone to a raid is hatred against the 

pilots as men, whatever their side may be.    As the British 

Conservative M. P. said during a Madrid raid when some 

Soviet pursuit planes flew over his head:    'Thank God they 

are ours.'"1^   But, as Langdon-Davies remarks the most common 

^Langdon-Davies, 0£. cit., p 22. 

17Salter, 0£. cit., p 230. 
18Langdon-Davies, 0£. cit., p 136.   The italics are his. 



251 

reaction was anger.    Writing of the 1937-1938 raids on Madrid, 

an American author observed:   "Did the Madrilenos sue for 

peace?   Mo, they shook futile fists at the murderers in the 

3ky and muttered, 'Swine.1 "^ 

That the civilian behavior was better on occasions than 

that of the soldier,  supposedly inured to the dangers of 

warfare, is illustrated by an isolated instance noted by the 

eminent Spanish psychiatrist, Dr. Emilio Mira.   He corawnted 

upon the "abnormal fear reactions exhibited ... by soldiers 

on leave,"    "During an air raid," he said, "these men, 

steeled to much more dangerous conditions at the front, did 

not know how to behave and could not even find the air raid 

shelters.    As a result, they were much more afraid in the 

streets than in the firing line,»20   It would be interesting 

to have further evidence on this score, for, if it was widely 

true, the implication that civilian populations could with- 

stand more aerial punishment than trained soldiers would have 

far-reaching effects upon the planning of psychological war- 

fare for the future. 
One French writer examined at length the various aspects 

of civilian reactions to aerial bombardment.   He noted that 

fear was universal, that the nervous tension born of sustained 

^T. R. Phillips, "Preview of Armageddon," Saturday 

Evening Post, CCX:12, 12 Mar 1938. 
20Mira, ££, cit., p37. 
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anxiety lessened the effectiveness of resistance among the 

people.    But, he added, the inhabitants of the larger cities 

supported the agonies better than those of smaller to^ns, 

even though the bombardments of the former were usually more 

intense.   For example, he said, the citizens of Madrid, 

Valencia, and Barcelona behaved better than those of the 

villages of Figueras and Junquera.   His vivid description of 

the effects of aerial bombardment upon the men, women, and 

children of a typical Spanish town is too long to reproduce 

here, and, in general, it repeats much that has already been 

said.    As he remarks, "Les commotiorWa, les blesses, con- 

serverentt  comme une empreinte ineffagable, l'horreur de 

bombardement."*^ 

Claude G. Bowers, Pjnericsn Ambassador to Spain during 

the period of the civil war, is reported to have observed 

that at first civilians were thrown into a state of terror 

by the air raids, but that in a very short time they became 

used to the attacks and hardened to the terrors.    His obser- 

vations continued: 

While they remained on the lookout for planes so that 
they might take shelter, there was a very noticeable 
diminution of hysteria or fear that was first in evidence. 

21Lt A. D., "La Guerre ae'riennei   Civils et combattants 
espagnols sous las bombardements aeriens," Les Alles, No 926, 
p 11, 16 Mar 1939.   Italics in the original.   See also the 
same writer's more technical article, "L'efficacite des bom- 
bardement a en Espagne," Les Ailes, No 927, p ll,v23 Mar 1939. 



H:i 

253 

The apparent purpose of testing aviation as an instru- 
ment for the breaking dorn of the civilian population 
has probably resulted in some disillusionment.   Judg- 
ing by the events in Spain, instead of breaking down 
the morale, the effect seemed to be very perceptibly a 
stiffening of the morale of the people — a rise in 
their reaentraent.^2 

From all sides, then, the lesson of the Spanish Civil 

War appears to have been that "air bombardment is not calcu- 

lated to break the spirit of the people and assist to vic- 

tory. "23   A German military authority, Colonel Rudolf von 

Xylander, who followed the war closely, agreed that "bombing 

from the air failed to demoralize civilian populations."2'* 

\nd a French writer echoed these observations with the remark 

that "Paradoxically, the civil population stands up very 

well to bombardment, and stubbornly refuses to evacuate towns 

i 

22Remarks attributed to Ambassador Bowers by the New 
York Times, as quoted in Pierce, 0£, cit., pp 198-199.   At 
no time was Mr. Bowers in a zone of heavy bombardment, but 
he may well have based his observations upon reports receiv- 
ed from American diplomatic and consular officials who 
remained in such cities as Uadrid, Barcelona, Valencia, 
Bilbao, etc.   Spauling, og. cit., p 93, quotes substantially 
the same remarks. 

^L. E, 0. Charlton, United Services Review. LXXVII:?, 
3 Mar 1938.   He addsi    "... even as the bombers are seen 
departing, and before the dead and dying have been extricated 
from the debris of the streets, a hardening of purpose to 
resist is felt on all sides, so that when order again succeeds 
chaos the ranks are more firmly closed than ever in a deter- 
mination not to give in."   Ibid. 

^ol R. von Xylander, "Lessons from Spain," The Command 
and Staff School Quarterly Review of Military Literature. 
nX:33, June 1939. 
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1 

bofflb«d from the air.n25   Likewise, an American military 

commentator remarked, in speaking of the raids on Madrid 

during 1937 and 1938, "Franco has given the world one lesson 

of vast importance — that the murderous use of aviation on 

the euphemistically called political and economic objectives 

is futile — not only barbarous, but waste of a powerful 

weapon.   Terrorism from the air has been tried and found 

wanting.    Bombing, far from softening the civilian will, 

hardens it.   Peace is not made willingly with murderers of 

women and children."^ 

While these observations were made in the midst of the 

war, and most of them before Barcelona fell. Franco appar- 

ently went on with a campaign of terrorization as a deliber- 

ate measure.2'''   The pro-Loyalist New Republic stated in an 

2
5D. Poulain, "The Role of Aircraft in the Spanish Civil 

War," Journal of the Royal United Service Institution. 
LmiII:585, Aug 1938.   ^  ~" ~ "^^ 

26PhilliDS, loc. cit.i p 12.   See also his article, "The 
New Face of War," Infantry Journal. XLV:337-392, Sep - Oct. 
1938, in which he says, "A prepared populace is immune to 
terror, .  .  . Attack from the air on populous centers no 
longer offers hope of surprise."   P 387. 

^Numerous writers accuse Franco of purposely resorting 
to intensive air bombardments of civilian centers.   For 
example Koestler says:    "Franco könnte nicht siegen ohne 
Terror, so wie er nicht siegen könnte ohne deutsche und 
italienische Ratgeber und Piloten, ohne »eine Mauren und 
Fremdenlegionäre."   Koeatler, Menschenopfer, p 11*0.   See 
also p 201 of the same book.   Sender, 0£. clt,, pp 203-204, 
says of the air raids, "Their first object was civic 
terrorism." 



255 

th. M.^.' ^ .u .. —28 - —1 - 

See Spanish wo«» «d *lWr» ^htered." 

to the -fct that a S^h m« had Clcn 
journal L'Oanvra to the elieov 

14.   .eolar. ng that he »ae «nahie to participate 
aopohUcan aid.. ^ ^ ^ General5„ agal„* 
further in the "criminal attacke 

rrr::."——— 
 ^   . uvnocrisy," New ReEublic. LXXXXV.IU, 

28,,Air Bombing and Hypocrisy,  

15 Jan 1938. . ^he 

29^.    Another editorial ^ÄÄ rranc"'. 
Strate^T Terrori,^ %£^ fain; i^ ^S. 

&r ä ä rrhTÄ i^ f- 
S'Ä >» -ÄnTeÄ .to 
scoffers have ^U^.   T^ to the theory f**^« on the 
French W*0ZJi $*£***** PoliCy ^n that the air 
undertaken as P^^^powers, ** JT^caTat present part of ^e totalitarian P   ^^ ^ they can a   P^^ 
Sreat is ^e only jilita y acles     It is the 
^e good against the ^e^ LoyaUst Sp^n that ^y    , 
misfortune of the pe F     ^ eXp0gition oi or 
serve as guinea pigs *" 
P U2. 



ÜÜM 

256 

casualties among their own families and friends, adding that 

consequently only German and Italian planes and pilots were 

being used in the bombing attacks upon the capital.3°   That 

there might have been something to the point of view expressed 

by the New Republic and others to the effect that Franco's 

attacks on civilian populations were alienating his Spanish 

adherents was seen in the action of the dismissal, and possi- 

ble Jailing, of General Juan Yague, who was known to have 

opposed the civilian bombings as useless, and immoral.   When 

he was restored to an important command in the Insurgent 

armies in September 1938, Time took occasion to voice the 

supposition that Franco had come around to acknowledging the 

futility, if not the immorality, of attacking civilians from 

the air.    That Yague" was once again in good standing with 

Franco seemed to Time to be an indication that his more 

moderate ideas had been accepted and that the air war against 

cities might diminish.^ 

The general impression of writers in the later months 

of the war was that the bombardments of civilian areas were 

of douDtful military value.32   As early as March 1938, the 

^Oprom L'Oeuvre. 3 Nov 1936, quoted in Koestler, 
Menschenopfer, p 199. 

31"War in Spain: Yague Restored," Time, XXXIIJ21, 19 
Sep 1938.   See also Plenn, op. cit., p 30, which mentions 
Yague'1 s early complaints again stthe use of Italian and German 
forces on the Rebel side. 

32Del Vayo, op. cit., p 199.   This view was reiterated as 
late as 1940 by V/TG.Tlyan in an article, "Air Raids Are 
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New Republio had editorialized: lepuu.u-w i.»«.  

The best military strategists oppose this type of fero- 
city on two grounds» first that, instead of weakening 
the morale of civilian populations it is likely to harden 
their resolution and fire their hatred; second, that it 
leads to reprisal and destruction of the cities of the 
attacker.33 

This view was supported by several military writers, even 

after the events of the war had more clearly demonstrated the 

destructive properties of aerial bombs.   Major Hargreaves 

commented that "the attempt to cow the population of a big 

city by persistent air attack, if it does not attain its 

object within a very limited period, were better abandoned 

lest it generate a 'hate-fixation' (to employ the modern 

jargon), so fortifying to the general civilian morale as to 

constitute a definite asset."^   General Niassel, writing in 

La France Militaire, calls such bombings "pointless,"^ and 

a Swiss military observer wrote, "Both sides have had thou- 

sands of victims from bombs and still the decision of war is 

being obtained on the field of battle and no where else.    One 

Overrated," American Mercury. XLIX:218-224, Feb 1940, in which 
he cites the failure of aircraft to accomplish the defeat of 
the Loyalists by bombing cities behind the lines.    See espe- 

cially pp 221-222. 
33itFranco Exhibits Himself," Mew Republic. LXXXXIV:205, 

30 Mar 1938. 
3%. Hargreaves,  "Dress Rehearsal for the Next World 

War," Cavalry Journal. XLVIIIt279, Jal - Aug 1939.   Maj 
Hargreaves is a retired British officer. 

35NieS3el, lo£. cit., P 101- 
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can draw the conclusion that the bombardment of cities vio- 

lates the law of economy of force.''^6   The French General 

Duval, author of two works on the Spanish war, comes to the 

same conclusion.^   And, to complete this international round- 

up, General Anacleto Bronzuoli, of Italy, admits that the con- 

sequences of aerial bombardment were more destructive to the 

material wealth of the Spanish nation than in terms of the 

military opposition, although he qualifies this by saying 

that the results of the Barcelona raids of March 1938 give 

no co-nfort to the negative side of the thesis that aerial 

bombing demoralizes the civilian population.^8 

If these conclusions seem paradoxically inconclusive, 

it can only be said that, as was mentioned earlier, the 

Spanish Civil War was no proper test of the power of aviation 

to cow a civilian nopulation into submission.    Intensive air 

raids upon civilian centers were tried a number of times. 

But they were never attempted upon a wide enough scale to do 

more than destroy a single village like Guernica or terrorize 

an already weakened city like Barcelona,   When intensive 

attack was employed, it was done so for only a brief period 

36Bauer, loc, cit., p 88. 

nc 

38Bronzuoli, loc. cit., pp 398-399.   See T. Hamilton, 
moment's Child, pp 24-34, for a very good analysis of 

37Gen Duval, Les Esoagnols et la guerre d'Esoagne. 1939, 
p 197. See also his Lea Letyons de la gaerre d'Espagne. espe- 
cially p 229, 

\ppea 
the material damage of the war. 
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and the attacks ceased before they had proved much beyond 

the fact that a well-placed bomb is destructive of property 

and possibly deadly to humans, if they happened to be in the 

vicinity.^ 

Had the Insurgent air forces been large enough to have 

carried on mass raids against a number of Spanish cities at 

the same time the effect might have been different.   However, 

with the separatism so characteristic of Spain, if Madrid 

was attacked severely, Barcelona, Valencia, and the Basque 

provinces might feel sympathy for the Madrile'Ros, might 

strengthen their own defenses, and might even fill their 

army quotas more quickly.   But they would not have been 

likely to entertain thoughts of capitulation because Madrid 

was being destroyed.   Madrid was not destroyed, despite 

months of pounding by artillery and aerial bombs.   So, when 

Bilbao fell, partly as the result of aerial attacks, Madrid 

used the time to manoeuvre politically and to thank its stars 

that the pressure on it had been relaxed.   Because of policy, 

materiel weaknesses, or disunity, the Loyalist air arm never 

^There is every indication that the Luftwaffe used the 
Spanish episode as a testing ground for aviation, both in 
terms of men and materiel.   Much which seemed inconclusive 
to observers of German aerial operations — and in the final 
analysis that meant all Rebel aviation ~ in Spain was 
attributable to the Nazi's deliberate unwillingness to tip 
their own hand prematurely.   If they could create confusion 
in the minds of the enemy and of the neutrals as to the 
actual results of their aerial operations in Spain, this con- 
fusion played directly into their plans for the future. 

m 
i if 
m 
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approached the Insurgent-held cities with reprisal attacks 

of any consequence.   And, because of this inequality, it 

should have been expected that the Insurgent attacks upon 

the civilian populations of Loyalist territories would have 

had aore effect than they did.    By all the rules, the Loyal- 

ists should have crumbled beneath the bombings of their towns 

and villages.    In the main they did not; the war was won by 

Franco not over the bodies of bombed civilians, but in the 

council rooms of the international powers vho bought and 

sold the opposing sides in Spain.    The Spanish people, whether 

Loyalist, Insurgent, or neutral, were often called "the guinea 

pigs for the- experimenters in aerial warfare."   Unlike the 

actual laboratory animals, they gave their lives without 

advancing the cause of seiönce, or the welfare of mankind. 

At the end of the Spanish Civil "Jar the world still did not 

know the limits of tolerance within which civilian morale 

could withstand aerial bombardment. 

Enough has been said to indicate that, between 19U and 

the outbreak of the Second World War in 1939, the world had 

something of a comprehension of what aerial bombardment of 

cities and towns could accomplish.   The material destruction 

caused by high explosive and incendiary bombs was evident 

to all who could see —- for news photographs, posters, and 

newsreela crossed all barriers of language.   It was less 

easy to apprehend what aerial bombardment could do to the 

•» 
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minds and loyalties of civilians exposed to the actualities 

of air attack.   In the European countries of World War I, in 

the villages of Abyssinia, and more particularly In the 

cities of China and Spain In the 19303, thousands of relatively 

defenseless citizens can» to know the terrors of bombing from 

the air.    ./hat these experiences did to the taorale of the 

Individual and to the national morale differed from country 

to country and from war to war.   But, up to 1939, there was 

a certain similarity In the general reactions of the survi- 

vors.   To san up In a few observations, these reactions 

appeared to show that the human mind and the human character 

could absorb an amazing amount of physical punishment without 

giving way under the Impect.    If the lines between defiance 

and fear, between anger and panic were often indistinct, the 

wonder is that they were discernible at all. 

J. T. Mulrhead, writing at the time of the Spanish Civil 

War, said; 

The primary object of aerial bombardment Is a general 
Interruption of Industrial production and the under- 
mining of morale by creation of an all-pervading sense 
of Insecurity.   The difficulties surrounding the main- 
tenance of steady production, especially If Increased 
by Interruption of essential services, e. g., gas, 
electricity, water, etc., are liable to damage morale 
to a degree sufficient to Interfere seriously with the 
Industrial output of the country, and the mental out- 
look of Its Inhabitants. Uorale Is most effectively 
undermined by the fear of the unknown.1* 

■'■ 1 

■ 'S 

^J. T. Mulrhead, Air Attack on Cities. 1938, pp 20-21. 



262 

Surely, if th« citizens of tho guttled communities around the 

world wore afraid of the unknown, that unknown should not 

have included a realization of what aerial bombs could do to 

their homes,  their factories, their utilities, and their 

material possessions.   Vlhat they had not learned was how far 

the human spirit could endure intense and constant bombard- 

ment  from the skies.    By 1939 most thinking individuals knew 

that wounds, injuries, deprivation of the conmon essentials 

of life, exposure, or even temporary discomfort caused by 

air raids could be borne — they had seen the Spaniards, the 

Chinese, the Ethiopians, and others suffer all these tribu- 

lations and still persist in standing up to the enemy.   True, 

in each case surrondtr had filially come; but it ca.-ne, not 

primarily btcause of aerial bombaririent, although that may 

have teen a contributory reason. 

It was cloar, or should have been to the military plan- 

ners of 1939, that the role of aerial bombardment of cities 

in warfare regained uncertain.    An assessment of its poten- 

tialities for physical damage was possible of achievement, 

although the findings were by no means conclusive.    But the 

psychological implications of such warfare still had not 

been clarified to a point where any one could safely say 

that mass bombardment of civilians would either stiffen or 

break the will to resist.    As a testing period, the years 

between 19U and 1939 had no more than set up the preliminary 
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cities.    It does not appear from the experiences prior to 

1939 that any such prediction was tenable when the Nazis 

.■noved against Poland. 

■ ™ siSM 
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Yangtse ^ " ^j . 74, 112 

238, 251, 260    «n 71 72 
Coniaid of the air - 70, 71, T^ 
Czechs - 38 

Death rays - W 
Denmark - 53 -2  51 
Disarmament - ^ toPy Commission, 1932 

S^r^^S^^ - 83, 103 

B«Btlta Red Creecent - 94 
SSm - Bl, IWja 
Ethiopia - see Abyssini» 
Ethiopian air arm - « 

Far East - 106 
For»« - "»'."L, tor «er chil*« - «3 

??apÄ.Vf3.«.«. »'<190' ^^238 
France-28, 34, 45, 53» J'» 

C1^' äÄt ani Rations Mentioned: 
CitiM, t******* ^ 

*■!«»•-5.» 
Belfori - 6r 3* 
Be««*?»-'^ 

v 
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Calais-31 
Chalons-sur-Manw - 34 
Chantllly - 34 
Dunkerqae - 31, 31 tn 

"City of Dreadful Night« - 31 
Purnes - 31 fn 
Glvenchy - 10 fn 
H^nliv-Uetard - 10 fn 
Uli» - 32 
Lunevlll« - 5 
Namur - 29 fn 
Nancy - 31, 31 fn 
Nleuport * 31 fn 
Paris - 4, 5. 9, 10, 32, 33, 33 fn, 34, 35, 36, 

192 fn, 222 fn 
La Paune - 31 fn 
IM Pwttmi-. 206 
Perpignan - 183 fn 
Saint-Cyr - 34 
Senlls - 34 
Tool - 31 
Verdun - 31 
Vlllaeoublay - 34 

Government - 21$ 
"Pertlnax" - 192 

Popular Front * 204 
French Mr Force - 76 
French Air Force, First Bontoardment Group - 10 fn 
French eitles - 35 fn, 37 
French Sooallland - 83, 95 
Frightfulness - 71 

Gas attacks - 42, 61, 63, 64, 68 
Gas warfare (see «Chemical Warfare«) - 50, 61 fn, 68, 

97, 100, 102 
Geneva - 99 ,ft,o 
Geneva Conference for the Limitation of Armaments, 1932 - 

53, 63, 117 
Geneva Protocol, 1925 - 50, 51 
German cities - 29, 35, 36, 38, 234 
German Enbassy (Washington) - 191 
Germany - 28, 34, 35, 39, 53, 65, 143, 1W, ^5» Wli 

184, iS9f 192, 204, 227, 2$5, 256 fn, 263 
Cities and Locations tfentionedt 

SrSiVlffn, 38, 38fn, 65, 67, U2, 192 fn, 220 fn 
Cologne - 6 
Cuxhaven - 7, U 
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Düsseldorf - 6 
Freiburg - 10, 35, 36 
Friedrichshafen - 6 
Heidelberg - 36 
Kaiserlautern - 37 
Karlsruhe - 36 
Mannheim - 36 
Nordholz - 7 
Pirmasens - 37 
Rastatt - 36 
South German cities •> 37 
Treves - 36 

General staff - 192 Luftwaffe - 189, 198, 198 fn, 200, 205, 205 fn, 
2U fn, 259 fn 

Reichstag - 37, U 
Wehrmacht - 189 

Goring, Gen. Hermann - 1W fn, 192 
Gran Chaco War, 1928-1935 - 73, 7ir80 
Great Britain - 15, 29, 34, 35, 45, 53, 65, 67, 68, 69 fn, 

147, 153, 190, 227, 263 
\dmiralty Conference, 1910 - 3 
jpHiy Council - 3 
Cities and Locations Mentioned: 

Bath - 18 
Brighton - 29 
County   of London - 32 
Coventry - 184 fn 
Dover - 8 
East "nglia - 16 
Folkestone - 20 
Gloucester - 18 
Hull - 1^, 18 
Hythe - 20 
Kent - 18 Lancashire - 20 ,Ä   ,«.   „,    ~~ 
London - 7, 8. 11, 14, 16, 16 fn, W»1^ 20, 21, 22, 

22 A, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 32, 33, 37, 64, 66, 
67, 142, 178 fn, 192 fn, 222, 244 

Maidenhead - 27 
Manchester - 27 
Midlands - 20 
Nottingham - 18, 19 
Scarborough - 18 
Sheerness - 24 
Sheffield - 19 
Southend - 16, 21 fn 
Tyne - 17 
Woolwich - 23 
Worcester - 18 
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Goyernn«nt - 192 Jn, 215 
^ic^Äary P.-onalities: 

S« of Canterbury - 182 
SSibarlain, Hevme - 227 
Churchill, Winston S. - m 

cock», sr ^^i «•p- -i69 fn 

King George   * - ^ ^ fn 
Lejeune, U Col r. »• 
Lord Gurion - 27 
Princes» vfery - 21 fn 

Hoy
Srnlr1rorSh(^37,^.^78 

^ar Cabinet - 23 
^ler Office - 3 

Hiramoto, Lt. w»^ ^ ^   X53, IW i» 
Hitler, Adolf - 66, W0 

&£-« cruiser) - 121 

international Bed Cro^  ^ ^ 
interparliaaentary un* 

Security Committee 
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^Si'e. ^UcatU mentioned. 

Hilan - 30 
Padua - 30 
Ravenna - 30 

ST- m *>. ^ ta 

Verona - 30 

Royal Italian ^ Force  ^ fn 

,c s^ 118, IU1» 2(ö    . JapcSi;s
4Äforue^^^ 

Kyushu Island- 13« 
NaSut8,^l^   ?38 fn Tokyo - i-00»      T-JA 

Government "^^ »^ Force - 129 
ferial Japanese Jtf   ^ 120> l21f ^2 
SJerial Japanese »avy 

johJSon, Nelson T. -130 

^ga (Japanese carri«) - 10ß 

Landen. OJ - ^ ^      78, 84 fn, 88, 103 fn. ^ 
League of Nations - ^ 235 
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League of Nations Asteably - 99 
Legittaat« bombing targets -9, 50, 150 
Letlcia affair, 1932-35 - 80 fn 
Lisbon - 148, 192 fn 
Low countries - 263 

Hanchuria - 73i 106 M-rco Polo Bridge Incident, 1937 - 118 mitary objectives - 8, 10 fn, 29, 29 fn, 38, i*8, 131, 
185, 206, 219, 220, 2% 

Morale - 23, 27, 32, 36, 37, 38, 39. 66, 70, 71, 84, 88, 
100, U6, 131 fh, 139, Ul. U5, 170, 171, 178 fn, 
212, 218, 220, 222, 225, 226, 239, 2U0, 245, 248, 

253, 257, 261, 263 
Morale, Chinese - 130 Morocco - 73, 84, 97 fn, 148, 149, 149 fn, 152 
Moscow - 192 fn Muaaolini, Benito - 66, 153, 180, 234, 235 fn 

Mussolini, Bruno - 86 
Mussolini, Vittorio - 86 

Nasi Co; Na ,   9^ 264 
The Netherlands - W» 

Hew 
Mews 

York - 214     Periodical« etc., men 
Cloned in text: 

216 
226 

tfcho de PSii v    -/ 

y Oeuvre Kr***9'    (paris) - ^^.^ 

Orient, the-0*» 
Oslo - 192 fn 
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195, W^, *%f 
Paraguay - 76»Ä «useblo - 79 

Citle« fA W*^ 
A8anclÄft - 79, w 
Bahia 1W» r 79 
?ortBoqaarin:78 

Fort Saavedra - 78 

Paraguay RW   gQ 
Puerto Caaado - 80 

SHiernaiA'» - » ^, 

tTchac«« - » ?; » fn, U2. Wfc 

Reprises - 2V, ^» 

Botterdam - «*• 

So.«!.«. - 263 „2 . 80  106. ""• ^ 

ioviet Union - W 

1 
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\lbarracln - 213 

sr-^f'i'- »■ ■»■ "'•0"0""" 
M»talu»la-W2 
;,ragon - «J     _. 

St 258', 259» 263 fn> ^ ^ ^ . 
North Station " ^Ue8, Barcelona, l^ 

Bay of Biscay - «7' ^7' 

tarring« rrt»«1 

Äg.'- ffI1( „2, 170. »k t» 
Burgo» - i5A "'»   158 

^ "A -'"«• »Ini   229. 2« *" 230 

cceer-Äi'2i5fn 

Ä'-'^   «2, «3. «3. V» *' lW 

Ebro River - 231 

Mi i 

I 

i 



,?.; 

292 

^^{SJ^S - 183. 183 «»' «* 
Q0COM V^SiitM 

QuadalA^8» - g' 
Guadalcano -*".i|_ . 150, 151      ,a-   ,Äc fn, 186, 

iron-lg 
jonquera - g» 

^s \r«naa - l'^ 

«Ä.-rS^'.S;».?-. 
M,siag       180, l80^',^ 
'teUorca (Ma^ft> ' ^ 
Iterlda - a* 
Uuglka-19*    x76 
»ervton - 1%" 

Ovlado - 171» w 
Palma • «*„*« 

pert»^« ^ 231 „ ^   «2,832«» 

■- .. . 
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san Sebastian-^.^ 

Saragossa - 150, W^ 2U> 23^ 

Saygento - 230 
Sestao - ^.„^ . Xi3. 1^ ?' ^^ " ' 

Sorla.l50,^^g1|235>237fn 
Tarragona-215^ ^^    2U f„ 
Terusl-g9»29»fn,X5l,155 

Toledo - 152» ^^ 
Tolosa - *v*     9Q   229 *n       „« *.« Torreblanca - 22^        231, »2 fn 206> 207, 
Tortosa - 229. ™     157> 158. l60»*^   217, 217 ^ 
Valencia - 1^; ^'^^5.^;^, 2„ <*. 

229, 230, 232, «'» 

. 259«2   158. W5 *** & fn 
VaUadoUd - 152» «8, 
Vtnaro* - ^ 
Vittorla-188 fn, 105, 106' 

CathoUc. -^,2 
ciTll auar*. i^ to. IM   _ „.   X92, 198 tn, 

Conaor Legion ^'to, a?^^,. . 1« 

Ä-^r^-  19, .oa.-. no. - 
Franco forces - &> ^ 200 * 
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a,««, troop»-i»   lll6> «6 to. IM- ö|  ua, 

199. 2". 227. |M 

in««.* air ggX-^ '» 

Ä'^Ä -225 

P
 tguirre, Jose Anto^0       fn ^ f 

S^delan, |3«°V^4 . W8 to 
«llch, Qen-^J^ . 191 to 250 

^•.^•.^-^^to 

Ä^I^2?to      „,,,..70 

^d8 - U' So. 231. 237- »e 
Refugee» - M0' 

I 



.... 

295 

Spanish Morocco-lAö, 

iocKholm - 192 » 
Sweden - 53»^     ^ 92 
Swedish Red Cross - V 
Switzerland - ?^ 

Tacna-^ica di-P^J ^ Jn 195> 216, 2U7. 

Terroriaation - gj^j» 

The Vati«» - Jit *"' 

,,tUw«nrif ,    7   X2,».20 

^f^ce-Jl. (^ - 7'     ' 
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gtati^ical ^^^ on Germany - 36, ^ 

^rsj^n******* ~9 

Pacifie ftlr *« " ^ 
pearl H«rbor - 80 
vjoay-80 

w« »^ "-1"180""" 

^fpelin, »irrt nig». ^ 
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For "billlgerent" read "belligerent.a 

For "distrubing" read "disturbing.11 

For "costitute" read "constitute.'' 

For "aerial" read "aerial." 

For "aerial" read "aerial." 

F«r "desireability" read "desirability." 

For "explosives" read "explosive." 

For "Time" read "Time." 

For "Consult" read "Consul." 

For "Literary Digest" read "Uterary Digest. 

For "South" read "south." 

For "Madrilenos" read "Madrilenos." 


