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* * *

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Washington 25, D.C., 19 December 1950

EXTRACT
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7TH ARMORED DIVISION

Hq & Hq Co, Tth Armd Div
Combat Command A, Hq & Hq Co
Combat Command B, Hq & Hq Co
Reserve Command, Hq & Hq Co
17th Tank Battalion
23d Armd Inf Bn
31st Tank Battalion
33d Armd Engr Bn
38th Armd Inf Bn
40th Tank Battalion
48th Armd Inf Bn
87th Cav Rcn Sq (Mecz)
147th Signal Co
Hq & Hq Btry, 7th Armd Div Arty
434th Armd FA Bn
440th Armd FA Bn
489th Armd FA Bn
Hq & Hq Co, 7th Armd Div Trains
77th Armd Med Bn
129th Ord Maint Bn
Band, 7th Armd Div
MP Platoon, 7th Armd Div
(Attached nondivisional units are
listed in par. 4a.)

] ] *

CITED IN THE ORDER OF THE DAY
of the Belgian Army, in Decree No. 7253,
13 July 1850, by Charles, Prince of Belgium,
Regent of the Kingdom, with the following
citation:

During the crucial period of the German
offensive of the Ardennes, in 1944, the
American 7th Armored Division, attacked by
enemy forces estimated at eight divisions,
among them 3 SS Panzer and 2 Panzer Divi-
sions, held the important center of Saint
Vith, preventing any advance and any exploi-
tation on this main line, thus dooming the
German offensfive to frustration and, by its
sacrifice, permitting the launching of the
Allied counteroffensive.

CITED IN THE ORDER OF THE GAY
ofthe Belgian Army, in Decree No. 7253,
13 July 1850, by Charles, Prince of Belgium,
Regent of the Kingdom, with the followng
citation:

Passing over to the attack on 20 January
in the Saint Vith sector where it had fought
previously, the 7th Armored Division pushed
the enemy out of the position that it had been
organizing for two weeks, and pusbhed it with-
out respite seven kilometers beyond the Belgian
{rontier, inflicting heavy logsses on this enemy.
During these nine days it captured more than
one thousand prisoners.

BELGIAN FOURRAGERE (1940), awarded by
Decree No. 7253, 13 July 1950, by Charles,
Prince of Belgium, Regent of the Kingdom.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

OFFICLAL:
EDWARD F. WITSELL
Major General, USA
The Adjutant General

J. LAWTON COLLINS
Chief of Staff, United States Army
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FOREWORD OF 19868

Nearly twenty-two years ago this battle was fought as the re-
sult of a surprise attack on the Western Front. Since then the de-
tails have gradually unfolded and the Battle of the Bulge is now held
in better perspective,

Twenty-two years later five United States divisions plus other
NATO troops are along the Iron Curtain in Europe facing a Russian
force that could launch another such surprise attack without build
up. If such should occur, the pattern of the battle could well follow
this one ... surprise, cut off unite, bad weather, short supply to
some units, cut communications, loss of contact to the right and
left and to the rear, and the other confusions of a modern fluid battle,
For these reasons the study of this batile is of value to the officer
student,

B\.«A.q. C. CML
BRUCE C. CLARKE
General, United States Army (Retired)
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Editor's Note:

General von Manteuffel has agreed at several joint press conferences that
for the German counter-offensive of December 1944 to be successful at least
three things had to happen:

a. The German attack had to be a surprise.

b. The weather to be such as to prevent strikes by allied uircraft on the
German columns coming through the Ardennes.

¢. The progress of the German main effort through and beyond St. Vith
must be rapid and not delayed.

Requirements a. and b. were met. Requirement c. was not met because of
the defensive and delaying action of the 7th Armored Division and attached
L troops in the St. Vith area from 17-23 December 1944,

His timetable called for the capture of St. Vith by 1800 hours on 17 Decesmn-
ber. He did not capture it untii the night of 21 December and did noi control
the St. Vith area until 23 December when CCB withdrew on order.

On 22 December 1964, at a press conference in Watertown, New York,
General von Manteuffel stated “on the evening of 24 December 1944, 1 recom-
mended to Hitler's Adjutan: that the German Army give up the attack and return
to the West Wall.” He stited that the reason for this recommendation was due
to the time lost by his Fifth Panzer Army in the St. Vith area. Hitler did not
accept von Manteuffel's recommendation.

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR FURTHER STUDY  10. Mersiam, Robert E., Dark December, Chicago: Ziff Davis
I. After Action Report, CCB Tth Armored Division, 10 Octo- and Company, 1947,

ber 1944 - June 1945, 11. Montgomery, Ficld Marshal Sir Bernard L., Memaoirs, New
2. After Actim Heport, Tth Armored Division, September York: The World Publishiug Company, 1958.

1944 - March 1845. 12. Patton, General George S, War As | Knew If, Boston:
3. Bradley, Omar N. (General of the Army), A Soldier's Story, Houghton Mifflin Company, 1947.

New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1981,

. Bryant, Arthur, Triumph in the West, Garden City, New

York: Doubleday and Company, Inc., 1959,

. Eisenhower, Dwight D. (General of the Army), Crusade in

Europe, Garden City: Doubleday and Company, Inc.,
1948,

. Fint United States Arny, Report of Operations, | August

1944 - 22 February 1945

. Greenfield, Kent Roberts (ed), Command Decisvions, Officr

of the Chicf of Military History, Department of the Army,
Washington, 1). C., 1960.

Hant, Liddell B. 1., The German Generals Talk, New York:
William Morrow and Company, 1848,

Mantrutfel, Hasso vou, Approtss! of the U.S. Army During
the Battle of the Ardenngs. 1944745, | August 1964,

13. Pogue, Forrest C., United States Army in World War 11,
The Supreme Command, Washington, D. C.: Office of
the Chief of Military History, Department of the Army,
1934,

. Stamps, T. Dodson and Evposito, Viscent ). (eds). A
Military History of World War 1], West Point, New York:
US.MA. A-6 Printing Office, 1953,

15, Trahan, LTC E. A, Armor in the Bulge, Annored Cavalry
Juumal, Jan. Feb. 1848,

16. Toland, Johu, Battle, the Story of the Bulge, New York:
Random House, 1959,

17. The Bottle of St. Vith, Armor; Nov.-Dec. 1964.

LY Yhe An'enncs; The Battle of the Bulge, Hugh M. Cole,

OCMg, D. A, Serics.

19. Bittor Woods, by John Eisenhower.
20. Whiting, Charles, Decision et St. Vith, Now Yoek: Ballan-
tine Books.




e

e |

THE BATTLE AT ST. VITH, BELGIUM
E 17-23 December 1944

A HISTORICAL EXAMPLE
OF
ARMOR IN THE DEFENSE

oy

Prepared by
The US Army Armor School

(3d Printing




S3N 8_ mm °

SNYNY39 4O 1MO0443 NIVN OL
g13H VRV 20 NOWYTY $310N

P61 H38W3030 ¢e-Ll
aoO3d OSNINNG NOWLISOd
NOISIAIG Q3HOWNV HL L
NOILVHL3NId WL 407 /e

Ol 1¥0433 ANVONOO3IS,
180443 NVWY3O NIVW

NOISIAIQ O3HOWNY HLL 8 D05
A8 C13H 3NM 30 NOUHOGK

y3ew3030

£2 NN SLNN  GIHOVLLVA {

@ NOISWIO O3uOWMY HLL \ 'y

A8 G13H 3NN ..S.U_uw 47/
7

/
\ aowd
\ LHORILSVVIN




GO 48
GeNERat Olnzn} DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
No. 48 Wasnincron 25, D. C., 12 July 1948
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BATTLE BONORS—CItation of uBIle e oo oo oo e cmeecee ceecaeane i

* *® 8 & s ¢ »

11..BATTLE HONORS.—As authorised by Executive Order 8806 (sec. 1, Bul.
22, WD, 1048), superseding Executive Order 8075 (sec. 111, Bul. 11, WD, 1842),
the following unit is cited under the provisions of AR 260-13 in the name of the
President of the United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distice-
tion. The citation reads as follows:
Combat Command B, TtX Armored Division, composed of the following units:

Headguarters and Headgquariers Company;

17N Tank Battalion;

8158 Tenk Battalion’

234 Armoved Infantry Battalion;

381N Armorcd Infantry Bettalion;

YA Cevalry Reconnaissanoe Squedron Mechanized (less Troop D) ;

STSIN Armored Ficid Artillery Bettalion;

434N Armored Field Artillery Battalion;

983514 Fied Artillcry Bettalion;

168¢A Engineer Combat Baitalion;

34 Platoon, Compeny F, 4234 Infaniry Regimens;

Compeny B, 334 Armored Bnginecr Battalion; and

Company 4, 81§th Teak Destroyer Beitelion (8P),
is cited for outstanding performance of duty ia actlon from 17 to 23 Decembar
1044, Inclusive, at 5L Vith, felgiem. Comdat Commend B, TIA Armored Division,
was sohjected to repeated taak and infantry attacks, which grew in Intemsity
a8 the German forces attempled to destroy the stubborn defensss that were
denying to them the use of the key communicstion cedter at Bt. Vith, By the
second 4day, the flanks were constastly threatened by enemy forces that had
bypassed the St. Vith sree and pushed far to the resr in an effort (o encircle
the command east of the Salm River. The attacking foross were repsatadly
throwa back by the gallant troops who rose from their fox holes and fought
ia Serce hand-to-band combat to stop the pedetrations and isfliet heary Josass
oa the numerically superior fos. As the ommend contissed to deny the impoe
tant St Vith highway and raliroad center to the Germans, the eatire offenaive
et its initia) impetus end thelr supply columns became immobilissd. By 21
Decomber, the German timetable wes 8o disrupted that the eoemy was forced te
divert 8 corpe to the capture of 8t Yith. Uader extreme pressure from over
whelmiag forces. this Jommesd, which for 6 days had held the 8t YVith arve
oo galiastly, was ordered to withdraw wast of the Sslm River. By their epic
ostand, without prepared dofeasss and despite deavy casutitios, Combe! Commaend
B, TIA Armered Division, taflicted crippling ieees and impoged great delay upos
the saemy by & masterful sad grimly determined defense in kerping with the
bighest traditions of the Army of the United Fratre

BT eznmn ov TES Surasrazy of TRT ABMY:

Owraonas.: OMAR N. BRADLERY
BDWARD V. WITSELL OMef of 81a8, United Stetee Army
Mejor Gonsrel
The Adjutent Cenerel
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FOREWORD

Two of the most important tactical localities on the eighty-eight
mile front held by the VIII Corps 1n the Ardennes Forest, at the
beginning of the Battle of the Bulge, December 16, 1944, were
Bastogne and St. Vith. Through these localities were the road nets
which, if held, would disrupt the plan of any Aggressor. Bastogne
was an important communications center and was worth the gamble
made for its defense. Its garrison wrote a brilliant chapter in
history by denying the locality to the enemy; therefore, much of the
comment pertaining to the Battle of the Bulge has centered around
this important terrain feature. This fact has caused many to lose
sight of the importance of St. Vith and the gallant stand made for
its defense by elements of Corps troops, by remnants of the 106th
Division, and by CCB of the Tth Armored Division.

Realizing the importance of St. Vith to the Amevicun Forces,
the Corps Commander directed the Commandirg General of CCB,
Tth Armored Division, to march his command to that locality, report
to the Commanding General of the 106th Division, whose headquarters
was there, and to assist in the defense of that important road center.
In my opinion it was CCB which influenced the subsequent action and
caused the enemy 8o much delay and so many casuaities in and near
this important area. Though armor was not designed primarily for
the role of the defensive, the operation of CCB was nevertheless a
good example of how it can assume such role in an emergency. Its
aggressive defense measures completely disrupted the enemy's plan
in the St. Vith sector ...

I

T H, MIDDLETON
2 Genoral (Retired)
Genersl VI Corpe in

Europe
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INTRODUCTION!

This is the narrative of one phase of the grestest pitched battle on the Western Front in
World Waril. T ~battle at ST, VITH (17-23 December 1944) ia an excellent example of how
American troopa held theit ground in the midst of confusion, defeat, snd uncettainty; and thescby
theow the German timetabl2 sufficiently off scheduie to allow American forces to egroup, hold,
and then counterattack. The stand st ST. VITH has been 1ecognized by ooth German and Allied
commanders a8 8 turning point in the Battle of the Bulge. General Einenhower fully appreciated
the time given to him by the defenders of ST. VITH when on 23 December he sddressed sl com-
manders in the defensive hotseshoe: ‘' The magnificent job you ate doing is having s gieat bene-
ficial effect on our whole situstion. | am personally gisteful to you snd wish you would let all of
your people know that if they continue to cany out their miasion with the splendid spliit they have
8o fa ahown, they will have deserved well of trneis country.”

The Getman plan for the ARNENNES counteioflfensive is *upposed to have been conceived
by Nitler himself duwing the summer of 1944, The plan waa not well 1eceived by the Gesman gen-
etala (they had alao been lukewarm to the ARDENNES offensive of 1940),2 who felt that it was
fa: too ambitious, It was not to be the Sanzai chaige of s hopeleas foe, howeves, but a well-
planned and coordinated attack calculated to strike the Amesican line in a 1elatively quiet sector
with overwhelming fotce and to diive on to ANTWERP and BRUSSELS bdefore countermeasures
could be taken, The success of this plan might well have changed the entite course of the wai.
The scademic questions as to the stiategic soundness of this offensive, which wete 1aised by
German and Allied generals after the waz, hold little interest to the men who wese called upon to
stand againat overwhelming odds and tuin back the onslaught. This sty is conceined with the
defense of the ST. VITH salient and will not deal with apeculations as to the stiategic expediency
of the German plan.

To be success{ul, it was necesraiy fex the Getman countesollensive to be canied out with
swrprise and speed. As the 10coud indicstes, surprise waa sttained. ‘| told the Fuehiet on the
{isst day of the sttack that swprise had been completely achieved; the best indication was that
no reinforcements wore made in your sector before the attuck,’’ commented Colonel Genera] Allred
Jod! sfter the wai, ‘‘Just a loce! divesion,'’ one Americar intelligence officer temarked after the
first day, How oui intelligence could 8o mistake an attack of aome 17 diviaions 1epresenting
probably @ total of 200,000 =~ is not our problem hese; it is enough to say surpise was gained
by the enemy.

The fact that speed was denie. the enemy csused his defeat, The entire opetation demanded
thet Germen speerhesds be driven deep into the Ameican 1ea: installstions, thus pasalyzing the
American ability and will te stiike back, *‘] expected the right corps to captuse ST. VITH on the
first day of the sttack, end hoped that in the evering of the second day of the attack its sdvance
detachments would be eng iged west of the SALM River and the bulk of its forces ot VIELSALM,"
said Manteuflel, command s in chiel of the Fifth Panser Army.? The Report of Operstions, First
US Ay, poinmts out:

14The eliminsiion » | the ST. VITH salioat nas of prime impostance to e Gormea C A

Wost. Becsuse of tre deley impessd hovo, e offeasive wes altesdy theee days dohind schodule.
In retrospect it con e 2814 that almost from the second day of the offeasive, voa Kundstedt's

plos Degen tv g9 wveng ' *

1 See figare 1] for ived not oad principsl toams ta the ST, VITH ares.

3 Milten Shuiman, Defoar in the Wes? (Dutten snd Compony, Inc.. X.¥. 1948).
Lidéell Hart, The Gomnan Goavrsls Tolh (Sillionm Morrow h Compony, N.Y. i843)

3 Geruas whlts e jisliciaod theoughaut.

& Piret US Army, Repent of Operotions (1 Auguast 1944-12 Fobruary 19435)

According to e Cornen Coloae! Goarral Jodl, *“The Lile ‘Rundstodt Olfencive’ is without foundotioa
That is ast eay rellection oa vea Ruadatedt, but the ploa wes Hitter'a. If say general ahould o 1deatifliod
with 1t, it io Medel.* (Field Morehal Walter Mete!, Commonding Goavtel. Amny Grawp 8 =thy Fifir and
Sinth S5 Panzer Aamies. a0l Ow Seveath Army which condycted the offonnive.)

,. e .
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Late on 16 December, German Field Marshal Model, commander of Army Group *'B,"’ ordered:
“‘Cuick exploitation of the successes of the fitst day of the attack is decisive. The first objec-
tive is to achieve libesty of movement {or the mobile units,’’

The stubbmn defense of ST. VITH contributed materially to delaying the enemy, and is cred-
ited as a msjor factoe in the failure of the German main effost. The importence of the stand at ST,

VITH is desciibed in the First US Aimy Report of Operations:

‘“Without the communications center of $T. VITH, focal point of five main highways and
three rail lines, the enemy’s armored, infantry, snd supply columas were all practically immo-
bilised. The rugged, hilly terrain of the ARDENNES, heavily forested, permitted no cross-
country movement. The few columns thet were able to move, struggled slong muddy, cratered,
aarvow secondary roeds. Traffic was jemmed bumper-to-bumper for miles from the original
poiat of deperture and provided eacellent targets for cur artillery and fighter bombers.! Also,
Iscking ST. VITH and its high ground the enemy could not lauach his 'Operation Geeif’ in
sccordance with plan.

LJ ® L ] ® . * L]

‘*The salient ot ST. VITH not only threatened the whole of Fifth Penzer Army’s novthern
flank, but coatinued to prevent the movement .{ Sixth SS Pensor Army. This effoeded First
US Army sufficiont time to bring up reinflorcements to & new defensive line. . . ."’°

] - L] L L ] L] [

THE FRONT ON 16 DECEMBER 1944

On the eve of the German attack, the Fhst US Army held & 165-mile front, toughly from
AACHEN to LUXEMBOURG. The Thiid US Army was on the south flank and the new Niath US
Army was on the notth isnk. The Flist US Army had thiee corps in the line—VIl Cups in the
north pushing towaed the ROER, V Corps in the center pobing towaids the dems ihat contiolled
the waters of the ROER, aad VIl Coips, commanded by Majos Genersl Troy Middleton, holding
sppeoximately & 90-mile fiont in the relatively quist ARDENNES sector. The 2d aad 99th Infantry
Divisions held the south {lank of V Coips, nearest VIII Caups. The gap between V and VIII Corps
was heid by the 14th Cavaliy Gioup (Mechanized) under VIl Coips control, The VIII Corps sectos
fiont was held: in the nosth, by the 106th Infant:y Divisios, which had just anived ia Furope sad
had not yet received its baptise of fire; in the cente, by the 28th Infentry Division, whose fiont
extended {on 27 miles, east of BASTOGNE; snd in the south, by uanits of thw Sth Armered Divisioa
and 4th [nfaatiy Division. See figwme 2 {oe dispositioas of Allied end ensey forces on 16 December
1944. (See also Allied mder of dattle, appendix | and Germasn ccder of bettle, sppeadix L)

Although the sector was lizhtly helg, it was consideed impiobable that s lmge-scale count-
asttack would be stterpted over tais tennain unde winter conditions. Geners] Eisenhower and
Genma! Bisdley accepted the ““calculated risk.” It was not even tated &8s much of a gemble; the
Ametican {ront was offeasive minsed; the mental appioach of all tanks was one of stteck; no 1eal
oction was anticipated hete, hence the Allied pation of the line was axt duilt up fos stteck. [el-
ligence reponts of German Licop concentistions wene interpioted 88 8a indication of 8 stiffer Gesma-
defense. Uw intelligence officeis ware optimista. Few seemed smiously to coasides that the
German had 8 ‘‘Sunday punch’’ left,

THE GERMAN STRIKE

As {inally mdmed, the Se1man plan eammaied olorents of 17 divisions {o the (st day’s
sttasck. To the north, Dietiich’s Sixth $S Pangor Army sougnt to open a hole ead to twea two S
pessm divistoas of the I S5 Panser Carpa loose for @ @ash to the NEUSE. The isfestry of
Disttich's mmy collided head on wita Genmal Gerow’s V Cosps. The 9Rh US Infantiy Division
finally, oa 19 Decemder, foll dack severa! thoussnd yaeds to the FLSENBORN Ridge: aad thare,
with the help of the 24k Rezimensl Comdat Teem of the 1t Divisioa, withatood all eseny sttacks
end fcamed o2 sachos oa the line,

1 mﬁmumummuumdmrnmm.mmumwn
Deconber (984, Nocouss of weother couditions. e wos alnsst ae oir srtivity e 17:12 Decomber 0
e 5T. VITH socter.
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OISPOSITION OF US AND

GERMAN TROOPS AT TIME 8
OFFENSIVE WAS LAUNCHED
(SEE APPENDICES I AND II)

Figuie 2,




South of the Sixth §S Panzer Army, the Fifth Panzer Army, under Manteuffel, planned to
strike using tank-infantry teams with only light artillery preparations, The LXVI Corps, unde: Lt
General Lucht, was to strike the 106th Infantry Division, isolate the SCHNEE EIFEL, and drive
1apidly into ST. VITH. To the south the LVIII and XLVII Corps were to butst through the 28th
Infantiy Division, isolate BASTOGNE, and then drive on to the MEUSE with the panzer divisions,
(See enemy order of battle, appendix II.)

The Seventh Army, under Brandenberger, was to push back the 4th Infantry Division, furnish
flank protection, and stem any attempt to reinforce the battle area from the south. With this pic-
ture, it can be seen that the mailed fist was pointed, poised, and ready to strike, Let us see how
the blow was received by the troops in the ST. VITH atea,

On that bleak, cold motning of 16 December 1944, Germans from Manteuffel’s Fifth Panzer
Army sprang out of hiding in the dense forests of the ARDENNES and began a gigantic pincers
movement around SCHNEE EIFEL, the large ridge mass about 16 miles due east of ST, VITH.
Astride this ridge line were the 422d and 423d Regiments of the 106th US Infantry Division, which
had landed in France less than two weeks prior to this time; this unit had been sent to the
ARDENNES for a conditioning and seasoning progtam prio to heavy fighting. As the attack pro-
gressed, it became apparent that the: Germans planned to by-pass the troops on SCHNEE EIFEL;
cut them off; and conveige upon ST. VITH. The American higher headquarters i.tended to counter
by moving the 7th Armored Division into the area to aasist in the 1estoration of the lines,

Major General A.W. Jones, commanding general of the 106th Infantry Division, moved Combat
Command B of the %th Armored Division south to assist the 424th Infantry, the regiment on the
southern flan!: of the 106th Infantry Division.

On the 156th of December 1944, the 7th Armoted Diviaion with its attached troops, located
east and northeast of HEERLEN, Holland, waa iz. XIII Corps reaerve, At 1730 it was alerted for
early movement to VIII Corps in the vicinity of BASTOGNE, Belgium, The action taken is
described by Brigadier Genetal Bruce C, Clatke, commanding gene:al of CCB, 7th Armored Divi-
ajon, who was to play a leading role in the defense of ST. VITH.

1AL 2000 I received a telephone call from General Robert W. Hasbrouck, Commanding

General, 7th Armored Division, saying that the division hud received crders to march immedi-

ately south to BASTOGNE to report to the Commanding General of VIII Corps. Whst we were to

do when we got to BASTOGNE wss unknown. He toid me that the division would march ss

soon as road clearances could be obtained. General Hesbrouck directed thst I proceed imme-

distely to BASTOGNE and report to the Commanding General, VIII Corps, to get informstion on

the situstion. He said that my combat command would lead the division on its march of some

60 to 70 miles south.

At 0400, 17 December, Major Owen E, Woodruff, my S3, and I, with two drivers, were in

BASTOGNE where we reported to General Middlsten thet the 7th Armored Division was march.

ing south. 1 wea told of the general situation end wes told to goto ST. VITH at deylight and

give the 106th Infantry Division help.

At 1030 ! was in 8T. VITH where ] leamed the detsiled situstion. The Germana had

attacked st deylight the day before. Two combat teams of the division were suirounded 7 or 8

miles to the east of ST. VITH. The other regiment hed been hatd hit. The situation to the

north and south wea hazy. Vehiclea were streaming to the rear. Rumors of ‘Tiger' tanks were

prevalent. Contact with slements of the division was sporsdic. There was an air of impending

disester.
A redio mesasge wes sent to my combet commend, which was leading the division on ite

march south, to report to me st ST. VITH. ! later learned thet the division had not sterted to

move belore 0500, 17 December, becsuse it hed been unable to obtaia roed clearsnce. |

planned to countersttack and relieve the surrounded combat teams of the 106¢h Infantry Divi-

sion, but trelfic conditions preveoted this sctioa until it was too late.*’}

1 From remerks by Brigedier Genera! Bruce C. Clerke at ceremony st Fort Knox whea the Distinguished
Unit Citstion wes awarded to CCB of the 7th Armored Divisioa for its action st ST. VITH: and from a
manuscript prepared by Gnersl Clerke on the defense of ST. VITH
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The weather conditions on 16 Decembe: 1944, were typical of the weather which was to be
experienced for the next seven days, ‘‘Overcast; cloudy; penetrating cold; snow flurries, turning
to rain; poor aetial observation with no aetial activity; ground soft; roads muddy and slick,’’ read
the repoits,

The terrain between SCHNEE EIFEL and the ARDENNES was rough, forested, and rocky.
Frequert streams and aumetous saddles added to the difficulties which channeled all vehicular
traffic along the few narrow, tortuous roads which served the area, ST, VITH was one of the three
key road junctions to the entire ARDENNES, and from it roads 1adiated to DINANT and LIEGE in
the west and northwest; to MALMEDY and STAVELOT in the north; to HOUFFALIZE and
BASTOGNE in the south; and to SCHONBURG and PRUM in the east, Through ST. VITH ran the
only east-west railroad extending from the RHINE through the EIFEL and into the ARDENNES.

THE MARCH TO ST. VITH

On the morning of 17 December, when it had been thought that the 7th Armored Division
would arrive in the ST. VITH area, the division was fighting clogged 10ads to the west rather than
Germans. To reach the ST. VITH area, the 7th Armored Division moved in multiple columns over
two routes (east and west), as shown in figure 3. The weather was rainy and the 10ads were a sea
of mud; movement cross-country or in the fields alongside the roads was impossible. The division
was alerted to move at 170200 December. It teceived orders to cross the initial point on the west
route at 0330. The column was on the road when fusther oiders were received to delay the move-
ment one hour.?

On the west 10ute, the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadion !=d the way followed by CCB,
CCA, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Division (Main) Headquarters, 33d Armored Engineer Bat-
talion, and Division Trsins. Clearances on the east route were delayed until 170800 December
when Resetve Command led off followed by Division (TAC) Headquarters, Division Artillery, and
the 203d Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion, Trouble was encountered from the beginning; German
aircraft were sctive over the HEERLEN mea, mote active than they had been for weeks, Thete
had not been time for the proper dissemination of infoimation and many staff officers and company
commsnders did not know their destination until their arrival in the ST. VITH atea. Maps were not
available, the mission was not known, and there had been little time to post the routes with guides.

The east route wss cut by the enemy south of MALMEDY between Division (TAC) Head-
quarters and Division Artillery,? thus necessitating the artillery and the elements which followed
to tusn back snd place themselves on the west route in tear of the troops alieady moving on that
road. This wss successfully sccomplished, but tesulted in considerable delay in the arivs] of
the astillety. Traffic on the west toute continued to roll fairly well until noon of the 17th, when
it was slowed by congestion resulting fiom the . er-thickening stieam of friendly troops flowing
weat and northwest from the threatened POTEAU-VIELSALM-BEHO-ST. VITH mea. Towards
nightfall, the traffic congestion increased, and the 7th Armored Division column stretching from
POTEAU thsough VIELSALM, TROIS PONTS, and STAVELOT to the notth was brought to a com-
plete stsndstill. The picture ss desctibed by Major Donald P. Boyes, Jt., S3, 38th Armored
Infant:y Bsttalion, gives som:: idea of the tiaffic conditions faced by the march columns as thoy
tried to hasten to the defense of ST. VITH.

1 After Action Report, 7th Armored Division, 17 December 1944.

2 VWhen the Germans cut this route they captured Battery B of the 285th Field Artillery Observstion Battal.
jon, which had woried its way into the march column of the 7th Armored Division. The artillerymen were
lined up in 8 field by the crossroad and mowed down by mechine-gun fire as they stood helpless with thelr
hends over their hecdc. This wes the infemous Melmedy Massacre.

Colonel Church M. Matthews, the chief of staff of the 7th Armored Division, was killed st sbout this same
time and place. Colonel Joha L. Ryen, Jr., who had been commending the Reserve Command, was
appoint»d chief of steff.
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“‘My driver and I asrived et the road junction at POTEAU at sbout 1239, 17 December. Wa
were about an hour ahead of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion which was the lead unit in
the Reserve Command’s march column, As we arrived at the road junction, we wera hit by &
sight that we could not comprehend, at first; @ constant stream of traffic hurtling to the rear
(to the west) and nothing going to the front (to the aast). We realized that this was not & con-
voy moving to the rear; it was a case of ‘every dog for himself’; it was a reireet, a rout.

‘‘Here would come e 2\i-ton, with only a driver, then another with severel men in it (most
of them bareheaded and in various stagea of undress), next perhapa an engineer crane trck
or an armored car, then several artillery prime movers~perhaps one of them towing a gun, com-
mand cars with officers in them, Y%-tons—anything which would run and which would get tha
driver snd & few othars eway from the front. It wasa't orderly; it wasn't military; it wasa’t a
pretty sight—we were seeing American soldiers running away.

‘‘About a mile farther up the road at the little town of PETIT-THIER, all traffic had stopped.
In fact, it was the most perfect traffic jam I have ever sean, We had run into this hopeless
masa of vehiclas fleeing to the rear on a narrow roed which would barely support two-way traf-
fic at slow apeeds. Vehicles streaming to the rear had attempted to pass each other in the
intcrvals between tha tsnks of the 31st Tenk Battalion, which was {aading CCB, and now no
one couid move. . . .

“It was already 15185 and from the looks of the road jam, neither the tanks nor anything
else was going to reach ST. VITH for e long time. Lieutenant Colonel Fuller, Corporal Cox,
and I took over the job of claaring a path for the tenks, and we started getting vahicles to
mova over to tha aides. Slowly a path was beginning to open and the tanks began to roll
along at a snail’'s pace with halts ever 50 to 100 feet. Several times we had to wave the lead
tank forward at full speed when some vehicle refused to pull over. Usually the sight of 30-
odd tons of steel roaring down on him wea all we needed to get the driver to move over.

L ‘‘Several times eanior officars in command cars attempted to pull out into a spaca which ]
wea opening up, end esch time [ told them to get beck, thet I dida’t care who thay were, noth-
i ing was coming through axcept our tanks and enything else which was headed f{or the front,

and to get out of the wsy. (Ona company commaender, Ceptain Dudlay J. Britton, Compeny B,
23d Armorsd Infantry Bat®ilion, said, ‘Thet dey | sew the highast renking traffic cops 1 have
ever seen.’. . .

“Finally at 2015, Company A entered ST. VITH, followed closaly by B end Headquartera
Companies. It had taken two and one-helf hours for a company to move three miles~all
beceuse of the vehicles fleeing to the rear with men who refusad to pull aside and let troops
through (troops who sctually would ssve them if thay could reach the town before the Germans
did). There wss one of the biggest tragedier of ST. VITH; that American soldiers (led, and
by their fleeing crowded the roada over which reinforcements were coming; and thus prevented
the arrival of these reinforcements in time to lsunch e counterettack to aeve the 4224 and
4234 Infentry Regiments, then cut off by the Germsns eest of ST. VITH.’'!

Genaca! Clatke commented on the traffic conditions as follows;

**The panic of the afternoon of 17 Decamber wea 80 graet at the roed crossing just west of
$T. VITH thet sn officer [ ststioned there to stop resrward movament was pushed asida by
sopior officers and | had to taks charge personally to coatrol the traffic.’’

THE DEFENSE IS ORGANIZED

At 171200 Decembes, the situation in the ST. VITH ares was critical. The 14th Cavalry
Group on the north of the 106th Infantry Division had been diiven back to about 8 north-south line
through ST. VITH. Their situstion was one of confusion and was extremely hazy. To the east of
ST. VITH, the 422d and 423d Regimental Combat Teams of the 106th Division were cut off to the
southeast of SCHONBERG. Communication with them by radic was sporadic. To the south of §T,
VITH, CCB, S%th Armored Division, was attscking to t1y to retake WINTERSPELT. To its south,
the 424th Regimental Combst Team of the 106th infentry Division was holding a line. To theis
south, the situstion was hazy. There was practically no tie-in of the units mentioned with units
on their flanks. (See figwe 4.)

1 Personal Report, Traffic Conditions, “IELSALM-ST. VITH Rosd, 17 December 1944, by Major Donsld P.
Boyee, Jr., 83, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 7th Armored Division.
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The plan for an immed;ate attack east from ST, VITH, to take and hold SCHONBERG and
open escape corridors for the two surrounded combat teams, could not be carried out; it was impos-
sible to bring the 7th Armoted Division up to the ST. VITH aiea over the traffic-congested roads
in time to launch the attack that afterncon.

CCB established its command post in a school building in the southeast cotner of ST, VITH;
the same building housed the command post of the 106th Infantry Division, Staff members of CCB
tried to get a 1elatively accuiate picture of the situation from officers of the 106th Divisior; but
it was obvious that the shock of ‘he initial German blow, together with theit lack of combat expe:-
ience, had partially disrupted tte staff functioning of the 106th. All kinds of rumors were being
apiead; men who had fled from the fiont, apparently seeking to justify their action, gave an exag-
gerated and inaccurate picture of what was taking place. The situation most certainly was bad,
and the impression that officers of CCB got was that the 106th no longer existed as an effective
division, As staff sections of CCB began to arrive, carrying their equipment into the building,
they met men from the 106th Division Headquaiters leaving with their equipment,

The defenae of the ST. VITH sector was twned ove: to General Clarke, commanding CCB.
7th Aimored Division, by General Jones (106th Diviaion) at about 1430 on the 17th of Decembe:,
and was largely in his hands for the 1emainder of the action, At the time of the transfei, the
enemy was only about thiee o1 four thousand yacds from the town, and small-arms fire from the
east was coming into the vicinity of the command post. The ttoops fiom the 106th Infantiy Divi-
sion, which came under General Claike’s command, were: Headquuters Company, 81st Engineet
Battalion (Lt Col T. ]J. Riggs); Headquarters Company, 168th Engineer Battalion (Lt Col W, L.
Nungesse:); one platoon of infantry, which had been the division command post guard (1st Platoon,
Company F, 423d Infantry Regiment); and a 105-mm armoted field artillery battalion)

Thia artillery battalion was the 275th Aimoied Field Artillery Buttalion (Sepaiate) assigned
to VIII Cotps and in position neart OBFER EMMELS. They had remained in place despite the fact
that no friendly troops were petween them and the enemy. They had ahifted theii batteries so as
to form road blocka, and had sited their guns for direct firte. When the 7th Aimoted Division began
to artive at ST, VITH, the commandirg officer of the 275th, Lieutenant Colonel Clay, offered his
battalion’a services to General Claike. This unit provided the entire artillety suppe:t for the
initial defense until the organic atillery of the 7th Armored Uivision could be brought up into
position,?!

The infantiy platoon and the engineer elements weie sent to the cast of ST, VITH with
instructions to proceed until they met Gesmana and then to dig in and hold. These tioops fu-
niahed the only tesistance to the German advance on ST. VITH untii the astival of 7th Armored
Division unita.

The build-up of a defenaive cordon around the town was a piecemeal proceduse, units being
placed in the lina as they arrived. Troop B of the 87th Cavaliy Reconnaissance Squadion was
the firat unit to arrive. Thia troop waa placed in position on the left of the toad tlock established
by the troops from the 106th Infantry Division. Other troops from CCB wete added to the 1ight and
left as they arrived until a defenaive line was formed east and noith of ST. VITH. On the 17th,
Troop B, dismounted, went into the center of the line with § officera and 136 men. On the 23d
this tioop had a stiength of 47 enlisted men and no officers; casualties included the troop com-
mander, Captain Robert J. Stewast, who was killed, The 87th Cevalty Recoznaissance Squadion
(minus Troop B)? was sent to the noutheast of ST, VITH in the WALL. ERODE asea to contact the
14th Cavalsy Group and to piotect and scyeen the luft flank. The next unit to arrive was the Ish
Armoied Infantry Battalion, less one company. It was put to the east of ST. VITH, and Lieutenant
1 The 7th Annored Division in the [attle of St. VITH, by Major General Robert W. Hasvrouck.
2 Troop D of the 87th Cavs lry Reconnsissenco Squadron was taken from ita positioa s:out 1000 yards north

of ST. VITH on 18 December and was ordered to BEKO to outpost CCA. On the 1¥.h of December Troop
D was sefit to the wesat, where they were sctively engaged in security misaions in the dtvinton rear.
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Colonel William H. G. Fullet, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, was given command of that sector,
including elements of the 106th Infantry Division in place, He was also given Troop B of the §7th
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, and later on that evening was reirforced with Company B of
the 23d Aimored Infantry Battalion and Company A of the 31st Tank Battalion, The remainde: of
CCB (31st Tank Battalion (-), 23d Armored Infantry Battalion (~), Company B of the 33d Armored
Engineer Battalion) closed in the assembly atea to the west of ST. VITH, Before midnight, 17-18
December 1944, CCB was disposed as shown in figure S,

A typical example of how units went into the line tighting to secure their defeasive positions
is given by Lieutenant Colone]l Robert C, Erlenbusch, commanding officer of the 31st Tank Battalion:

‘“Company A, 31st Tank Battalion, waa ordered to take up s defensive pcaition cn the high
ground about 2000 yards east of ST. VITH. Lieutenant Dunn, the leading platoon leader, pre-
ceded his lead tank in a %-ton to reconnoiter for positions. About 1500 yarda from ST, VITH.
upon rounding a bend in the road, Lieutenant Duan spotted, about 800 yarda to his front, three
German tanks and about ona company of infantry moving in the direction of ST. VITH. He
turned his vehicle around, iasued inatructicns to his platoon by rsdio, climbed in his first tank,
and led his platoon to the point where he saw the enemy approaching. The German force and
the 1st Platoon, Coapany A, met head on at tie bend of the road. Tha fight was zhort and at
point blank range. Wa dastroyed the three ensmy tanks and killed or wounded about 530 of the
enemy with no losa tuv our own forces. Company A aecured the high ground, blocked the road,
and «xtended ita position north from the road slong the ridge. Here, using part of each tank
crew as infantry, they defended against several small sttacks during the night of 17-18
December.’’}!

THE LINE HOLDS ON 18 DECEMBER 1944

By 0300 of 18 December the 7th Armored Division’s plan had been formulated, Reaerve
Command, Colonel Johr L. Ryan, Ji., commanding,? was to defend the noethetn tiank of the divi-
sion sector; CCB was to deferd in an a1c mound ST.VITH joiring with CCB of the 9%th Atmored
Division, south of the town; CCA, Colonel Dwight D. Rosebazum commanding, had gone into an
assembly area southwest of ST, VITH, and was to remain thete as division reserve. All night
CCB worked feverishly to bring its tioops up end to cleas the congestion on the road betwecn
VIELSALM and ST. VITH. By 180700, the combat command extended in an U-shaped atc from
HUNNINGEN on the north to WEISENBACH on the south—with the line manned fiom north to south

as follows:
Troop C of the 87th Cavelry Reconnajssance Squadron,

Tioop A of the 87th Cavalty Reconnaissance Squadron,
Compeny A of the 38th Armored Infantry Bettalion.

Company B of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion,

Troop B of the 87th Cavalry Reconnsissance Squadron.
£ngineer elements of the 81st and 108th Engineer Battalions.
Company B of the 23d Armoced Infantry Battalio:i.

This lire was reinforced by Company A, 31st Tank Battalion, placed in position just east of
ST. VITH. The remzinder of CCB, including the 31st Tank Battalion (minus Company A), 23d
Amoced [nfantry Battalion (minus Company B), and Company B, 33d Atmoted Engineer Battaliog,
was sssembled on the high ground west of the town teady to luunch counterattacks. (See figure 5.)

rinai pians werc still being made st this time for a counterattack by the defendets. Task
foces waie ceganized and the time for the atteck was set. Our forces still did not sealize that
this action represented a major effort by the Germans, in stzengt” far supetio: to the defenders of
ST. VITH.

; From a letter to Major General Robert W. Hasbrouck, Hesdgmerteras Army Ground Forcea, Washington, D. C.,

dated 23 March 1946
2 Colonsl Joha L. Ryan, jr., became chief of staff of the 7ta Armored Diviaion whea Colonel Church V.

Matthews was killed Lieutenant Colonel Fred M. Rarren wea acting commander of the Reserve Command
until 28 Decembder 1944 when Colone] Francis P. Tompkina took over.
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At 0200 the Germans launched the first of the bitter attacks which were to be huled at the
7th Armored Division during the next six days, The attack hit Reserve Command to the north of
ST. VITH and seemed to be a drive to take RECHT., Germans of the lat SS Panzer Division
stiuck with such force in this night attack that withdrawal of Reserve Command Headquarte:s to
POTEAU was otdered. The Germans made effective use of flares shot from their tanks to sil- i
houette ow tanks and blind our gunners, The 17th Tank Battalion (plua Company C of the 38th i
Armored Infantry Battalion), commanded by Lieutenant Colonel John P. Wemple, took up positions
south of RECHT where they could place commanding fire on the town and could assist in covering !
the north flank of CCB, which was now seiiously threetened.

Stopped by Reserve Command, the Geimans continued their ‘'squeeze play’’ on the ST.
VITH a1ea during the cold, misty mosning when at 0800 they hit CCB with a well-coordinated
attack by infantty supported by heavy tanks. Fiom the north the attack moved in on HUNNINGEN
and fiom the east against the line actoss the SCHONBERG road. HUNNINGEN was lost temporar-
ily, but an aggiessive counterattack was mounted by CCB, using three medium tark companies and
one tank destroye: company (Company B, 31st Tank Battalion; plus two medium tank companies
from the 14th Tank Battalion; and Company A of the 811th Tank Destroye: Battalion, botcrowed
from CCB of the 9th Aimored Division). The crossroad was recaptured at a cost to the Germans
of seven tanks and one armored car destroved, and over 100 infantry killed. On the east, CCB
1estored the line with a counterattack by two medium tank companies (Companies A and C of the
31st Tank Battalion) after initia] penetiations had been made. Such countersttacks, caried out
by CCB with aggiessiveness and deteimination, were charactetistic of the defense of ST. VITH
and must have caused the Getmans to think the defenders were in gieater stiengih than was the
case,

Whiie the notthern and eastern flanks had been heavily engaged, thu nostheastern sector
(Tioop A, 87th Cavalty Reconnaissance Squadion; Company A, 38th Armoted Infantiy Battalion;
Troop B, 87th Cavaliy Reconnaissance Squadion) had been rather quiet. The only excitement
there had been when an M8 armored car fiom Tioop B destioyed a Tige: tank, The aimored cat
had been in a concealed position nea: the bounday of Troop B, 37th Cavahy Reconnaissance
Squadion and Company A, 38th Aimoied Infantry Battalion, when the Tiger approached the lines
ot right angles to move along a tail in front of the main line of 1ea.stance. As the tank paased
the aimoied car, the latter slippedout of position and staited up the tiail behind the Tigesr, accel-
etating in an attempt to close. At the same moment the Geiman tank commander saw the M8, and
started tiavessing his gun to bea: on it, It was a 1ace between the Americans, who were attempt-
ing to close so that tneit 37-mm gun would be effective on the Tiget's thin 1em stmor, and the
Geimans, who were desperately striving to bring their 88 to bear. Rapidly the M8 closed to 25
yards, and quickly pumped in thiee sounds; the lumbeting Tiger stopped and shuddesed; thete was
a nuffled explosion, followed by {lames which billowed out of the turtet and engine pats, aftes
ahich the aimoted cat 1etuined to its poaition.d

At about 100C, dwing the fighting on the notth and east flanks, the 31st Tank Battalion
1eceived the distwbing news that its tiains, together with those of the 23d Aimoted Infantiy Bat-
talion, were sepasated {iom the 108t of the battalion, and {ighting a despeiate action against
stiong combat patrols pushing west fiom POTEAU. The two setvice corpanies had apent the
night nea: PETIT-THIER and were prspazing to move up and join thel: battalions when they were
attacked. Using cooks, mechanics, clerks, and a few casuals as infantiy, and thiee tanks, which
had just been 1epsiied, the Liains successiully disengaged and moved to the 1em, then south, and
finally into position at KROMBACH, sbout fous miles southwest of ST. VITH.

T>is infoematicn indicated that the same tank and infantiy forces, which had {otced Reserve
Comzand and its 1 7th Tank Rettalion out of RECHT d'zing the easly motning houss, had pushed

—l This acticn wes reported 1o Major Doncld P. ilover, Jr., 83, J8th Armosed lafentry Hattalioa, by Ceptlain
¥. H. Aantey (commanding Company A. 38th Armored [afaatry Rattelion) who witneaued the engagemont,
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on to the southwest, had taken POTEAU, and were in danger of isolating CCE from the rest of
the division. To counte: this threat, Company D of the 31st Tank Battalion was placed astride
the ST, VITH-POTEAU Road about 1000 yards west of RODT. Meanwhile, the division ordered
CCA to move from BEHO, where it was in reseyve, and attack to the north and retake POTEAU.

The Germans recognized well the value of the crossioads at POTEAU and intended to hold
it at all costs. Immediately after occupying it taey started digging in their tanks and infantry
along the woods to the notth and east overlooking the crossioads and the open ground surrounding
it. In its initia] attack at 1320, CCA forced its way into POTEAU, but the murderous fire of the
enemy forced them back to cover south of the crossioads, Later in the afternoon, CCA received
otders from division:

‘Imperstive you seize POTEAU this P.M. and hold it!”’

Just as dark fell, CCA launched its second attack and this time secured the crossroads, It
was bitter fighting in the dark; house-to-house fighting by the infantry, and a stand to the last man
by the Getmans. The stand put up by the units of the lat S§ Panzer (Adolph Hitler) Division which
had seized POTEAU was an excellent index of the caliber of troops involved in the ST. VITH
operation, Vigorous, well-trained, in splendid physical condition, superbly equipped, and imbued
with the idea that nothing could stop them, these SS veterans displayed initiative and skill that
stamped them as being the equal of the best troops Germany had employed at any time since 1939.?

By noon it was apparent that although von Rund’tedt had not gained ST. VITH in his fi1st
diive, he was determined to take the town. Through ST, VITH 1an the only east-west ailroad
between the RHINE and the ARDENNES, and it was learned later that the entiic counteroffensive
was based upon utilizing the town as the advance rail depot for both the Fifth: Panser and the
Sixth SS Panzer Armies. Also the network of 1oads was needed for deploying the advancing col-

"umas of the Fifth Panzer Army towards the notthwest so as to auppoet the Sixth SS Panser Army
in its dsive towasd LIFGE and ANTWERP.

Having failed in their initial sttempts to take ST. VITH, armoted spestheads were sliding by
on the north and south and preparing to cut into the tes:, isolating the 7th Aimoied Division just
as they were to do to BASTOGNE and the 101st Aisboine Division, several days lstes. To the
north STAVELOT hed been occupied in force, 2ad on the south GOUVY (a lasge supply depot) and
CHERAM wete 1epotted to be occupied. It was no longer a question of 1elieving the surrounded
4224 and 423d Combat Teams; it was a question of denying ST. VITH to the Gesmans #1d of keep-
ing the division from being cut off to the reer, If the two combet teams were to save themselves,
they would have to fight theis way westwasd to ST. VITH. Although CCB probably could have
denied ST. VITH to the Getmans by holding the high gound to the west of the town, the situstion
had been such that the defendets had been unable to choose the place {ax their stend. The enemy
had been met, in a very critical tactical situaticn, on the high ground esst of the town and he was
held from that position until the 21st.

By now it was known that immediately opponing CCB wes a Geiman corps with the 18tk and
62d Volks Grenadier Divisions, while aorthesst of CCB in the RECHT-POTEAU area was at lesst

1 It is intevestiang st this point to aote the sctivities and the morale of the Germens whe were sttocking ST.
VITH as the story is teld ia the diary of & Lisutensat Relwnsa. who, 00 ¢ Gorman artillery officer, partici.
pated la the Germen offensive which started oa 16 Dec 44. This officer was captured by CCH, 7th Armersd
Division, whea $T. VITH wes retaken 23 Jan 48,

15 Docomber: The infaatry is before $T. VITH. The men heat the wildoot mmors of successes, dut the
officisl notices ate very laconic sbout the sttack.

19 Decombor: Endless columas of prisoners pass; ol first, sbout ¢ hundred, thea snother group of sbout
one thevsead Our cor gots siuch on the roed. | got sut and walk. Gesersifeldmarechall MODEL himaself
directs treffic. (He‘s o little, undistinguished looking man with & meascle.) New the thing is going. Tae
roads are litternd with destroyed American vehicles, cars, and tanks. Anether columa of priscaers pesses.’
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a combat command from the st SS Panzer Division. Also in the aiea of the afternoon assault on
Company 3 of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 19 dead paratroopers wearing the insignia of
Cross-Deutachland Livision had been identified.

The following was the total of known casualties inflicted on the Gesmans by CCB, after one
and one-half days of combat:

Leatroyed Damaged Killed
1 MK VI (Ring Tiger) 2 Assault Guns, 75-mm 339
9 VK IV’'s

1 Assault Gun, S2-inr (Ferdinand)
2 Assault Guns, 7> mr
8 Armored cas

In the afteinoon of the 18th it was decided that ST. VITH was no longe: tenable for the
Combat Command Headquaiters, and tiie latter was moved to KROMBACH to the southwest, This
was accomplished just before dark. Communicationand liaison were established with troops in
the line from the new command post and with CCB of the 9%th Armoted Division on the 1ight flank.
Following a Geiman attack at 2230, which was repulsed, continued noises and tioop movements
weie haaid, but no further developments occwred,

The experience of Company B, 35th Aimoted |nfant:y Battalion, which had peen placed in
the line east of ST. VITH, was typical of thc small unit action on the nose of the defensive hxse-
shoe, It was the sum total of such actions as these that made up the big picture on 18 December
1944, An intesview with a memoer of Compsany B reveals a pation of the pictue,

‘*At about 0900 (?), Cepiain Greene came down from the Company CP to check the line, and
aftes checking the 1st Platoon he went on to the 2d. When he was about halfway down to the

24 Platoon, 88 fire and small-arms {ire sanounced o German attack dy infantry with st least

one tank. It was reported that Captsin Greene went forward with a tommy gun. He did not
retum.

‘*Lieutenant Higgina took over command of the company. The main force of the ettack was
against the 2d and 3d Platoons. At sbout 1000 or 1100, Lieutenant Jsmiel and Sergeant Kaight,
his platoon sergeant, saw & squad from the 2d Platoou taking off, and tha lieutenant sent Ser-
geent Kaight after the men. It was the Machine-Gun Squad aad they did not returm. Their
sbsence weskened the 2d Platoon so that they were forced to fall back cbout 100 yards. The
sther two platoocas remained in the same positions—in foxholes. The attacking Gormans were
patatroopers, end they suffered heavy losses. Licvulenant Jamiel himselfl saw over 7 doad
Germans. The tsak which supported them was knocked out by a medium tank of owrs. This
first sttack commenced after 0950 sad lastad until ebout 1300. The remainder of the vftemoon
wmd niglt wes quiet. Vehicular moveswnt and even shouted German commands could be heard
during the aight."

EVENTS OF 19 DECEMBER 1544

Duting tae right of 15-19 Necemon, thae were noises indicating considetable activity ond
vehiculm novement in the Seiman 1eas aseas—the suival of mote tioops to reinforce those alieady
sttacking ST. VITi{. After midnight the:s was coastant patrol and countepatsol activity on both
sides and the Seimans placed a gieat desl of hrsressing fites on all 10ads and 10ad juactions,
using mostas, 88°s, and fon the {isst time, matillery fiting oattalion conceatistions. Two night
attacks wore launched against C's amthesn flank with infantry and tanks, apparantly !n an
effxet 20 seize HUNNINGEN. Both sttacks were repulsed by the combined fites of the *anks of
tne J1nt Tank Rattalion and of aimored cars and asssult guns of the 87th Cavaliy Reconsaissance
Squadion.

At no time dwing the doy was eneny pesswe sosert fiom any porticn of the divisic »
poimetar. (See figme &) It seemed that the Gmmans warve seeking & ‘‘soft spat’’; if they 1 ~und
one part of the line stiongly defendod, they pulied back and tried another. Stating on the northesn
flaak st 0930, the enery sttacked in the direction of HUNNINGEN ir an sttempt to envelop CCB's
Joft flank., For e thsn thiee :owms they stiacked repeatedly, employing more then SO0 infantry
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Figme & At 0230 an sttack developed int ¢ atee beld by Troop C (Copt . L. jonnson) of the
87k Covalty Reconnsissance Squadhoa. At 1. °S the 1tk Tank Battalioa (Lt Col joha I, ¥emple)
wes attached to CCB. At 1810 the 434th Atr. =4 Field Antillesy Bettalion snd two battesies of
the MSeh Field Arntillery Battalion weve attached (o CCB and placed ia positioas shosn. The
27Sth Asmcaed Fileld Artillery Battalion is shown ia position.
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supported by tanks, At 1300 they finally withdrew, leaving one tank burning and 150 dead. Other
tanks wete hit and damaged, but were able to withditaw, Another attack started from the direction
of YALLERODE, where the Germans weire massing in stiength, but it was broken up when our
artillery caught the Germans in the open terisin before owr lines,

1 Failing to find a soft spot on the notth, the Germsns next hit the southern flank where they
moved against CCB of the 9th Atmored Division. Befote this sttack even got going three enemy
tanks were knocked out and the rest of the force withdiew to try another place, The southern
flank of CCB of ixe 7th Armoied Division was then hit by s teinforced infantty company with
armoced support (one MK V(Panther) and two sssault guns), During the moening, this part of the
line had been reinforced by & tsnk destroyer section of two 90-mm guns (from Company A of the

f 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion), This tank destioyer section, with three 1ounds, knocked out the
Panther snd cne assault gun, leaving the infantty to advsnce actoss open ground with no simosed
support. On they came only to be slsughtered by ow infantrty (Company B, 23d Armosed Infantry
Battalion), who held thei: fite until the enemy had closed to less thsn 50 yards, What was left of
the sttacking Germans quickly fled leaving slmost 60 casualties,

CCB received additional suppoit at 1510 on the 1Rh of December, when the 434th Aimoind
Field Artillesy Battalion and two bstteries of the 965th Field Artillery Battalion wete sttached
and placed in position. Tne only astillery suppost up to this time had been furnished by the 275th
Armored Field Artillesy Battalion, The 965th Field Artillery Battalion (=), the 275th Atmoed
Field Artillery Battalion, and the 434th Field Astillery Battalion wete placed under cortiol of
Lieutenant Colonel James G. Dubuisson, the commanding officer of the 434th Field Astillery Bat-
talion; and a group fite dizection center, which functioned smoathly and continuously throughout
the action, was established. Observation of fiies was limited; there were no liaison pisnes with
the astillery at ST. VITH. Although the enemy was channelized in his movement along the 12ads,
offering wondeiful opportunities to destroy him by astilleny fire, CCB couvld not delive: the blow
with complete effect because of the lack of aetial obsetvation needed to adjust fire.

During the afternoon of the 1h, Brigadier Geneisl William M, Hoge, Cormending Genmsl,
Combet Command B, 9h Aimowed Division, visited the command post of CCB, Tth Aimmed Division,
in KROMBACH. The vulnsability of General Hoge's position on the forward side of the stieam
and oa the railioad, which ran south fiom ST. VITH, was discussed. Should ST. VITH be lost,
CCB of the %th would have been isolated and cut off, ss there was no way {ot them to withdisw
theis vehicles actoss the stieem and isilroad tiacks except theough ST, VITH, A plan was agieed
upon to be executed eftct dmk that night, First, the vericles of the 27th Aimaed [nfantiy Battal-
ion, CCB, :a Armored Division, were withdiawn to meas in the rem of the aew position. Medium
tank companies of the 14th Tank Battalion followed and the infantry elements came out last. This
rovement wes accomplished without too much difficulty, and the 1ight flaak of CCB, Tth Aimeved
Division, was theteby made mare sacute. Close liaison and excelleat coopmation weie maintained
between the two cormbat commands dwing the whole petiod in the viciaity of ST. VITH, even
though the aext highet heedquarters of CCB, Rh Armared Division, was in doudt and coafllicting
otders were teceived,

Duiing the motning of 19 December, past of the 112th Regimental Combat Team of the 2&h
Infentry Divisioa, commzsied by Colonel G. M. Nelsca, joined the Tth Armored Divigion in its
defense of this ates, The combdat team hed deen out of contact with theii division and were com-
plotely ia the duk as to the jocation of any {riendly troops whatsoeves until a patrol fiox the Tth
Armored Division hed contacted them. This wes aa indication of the situstion as it existed south-

weat of CCB.
EVENTS (F 20 DECEMBES. 1 944

The genarel! situstion in the viciaity of ST. VITH by the morning of the 2(kh was not yet
despaate, bat wes becoming increesingly difficult. (See figwme 7.) Everyone ieslized oy thia
time that we were not faciag & local counterstiack, but a {ull scale cffcasive and that the ST. VITH

16

= SR e e o : i el i L Z _ — L




+qHOO0H V71 pue ATANVS suojjef[esu; L{ddns uo amssasd

g * 1S uo yoeyw ue
Awaua Buiseaiou] s8A YL “fue]) uIayINos ay} AINIIs 0) pawio} sea sauof 20104 RSBl . ﬁ%ﬂﬂm& 9 .._b ou“_.u_....
10} :«u:o..su Awaua jo drn-pnq WeSUOD 1 SBM 131 INq ‘Kep omb Ajaapm®ia ¥ poy 8 pue

n - =
b o o
e o o - m S syaiam
o o
< l 1 Loy gataaat)
L 1 ARELRLARAL
| ! = o S SO¥VA
g 3 : g 3
o o 3 o
o o

\
// V%
2
. Aﬁ \.\ o>.”wmgonf
oy o \\ // \\\
A ;
-y ¢~¢ﬂ A, \»Nmoz_._ 1/4

["

/
a>~mg8.zu_zzoxww\l 3L “Gou3e

‘\QW\ \

(= .
= AV

33uNYSo J 7

SALIA 1SS WYST3IAL ~
A Y

> JA ISV w0 332343
o/ — QP
3Q0¥3VIVMS .,,ﬂ s YN 2 Ill\.r
0)9@ ool /
/ NHO8> Y HOFHO L v¥ 230 03 40 SV
L - IaNa \ AIG QWYY HL Z 30 NOLLVALIS

\

Y
oW &3 (amo0u <..%.~.ﬂ .




o T B G T e S
r-'— g T

defenders weie catching a heavy portion of it in their sector. Through intelligence reports from
higher headquarters, and captured nrisoners, the Ameticans knew that they were meeting the best
of the German tioops.

By the end of the day prisoners from the following German divisions had been interrogated
by the IPW Team of the 7th Armored Division (enemy divisions listed in relative oider of positions
fiom north to south). Ist SS Panzer Division, Gross Deutschland Brigade, 18th Volks Grenadier
Division, 62d Volks Grenadier Division, 2d Panzer Division, 560th Volks Grenadier Division, and
116th Panzer Division. Manteuffel had assigned the task of taking ST. VITH to two infantry divi-
sions of the 66th Corps; his failure to accomplish this in a reasonable time had caused the com-
mitment of additional troops from both Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armies.

All manner of reports were received indicating thai the enemy wus by-passing the 7th Atmored
Division's positions on the noith and rolling up the flank on the southeast, making the ST. VITH
sectol comparable to a thumb protiuding into the enemy’s mouth; and it seemed that this thumb
could be easily bitten off. The enemy was 1eported to be in strength at HOUFFALIZE, LA ROCHE,
and SAMREE, all to the west of CCB, and at TROIS-PONTS to the northwest, In otde: to piotect
their flank, Division Headquarters, on the 19th, had oideied the 40th Tank Battalion and Company
A, 33d Armored Enginee1 Battalion, to outpost CHERAM and GOUVY. At GOUVY these troops
found an army tation dump, containing 50,000 rations, which had just been set on file by army
quartermaster personnel to prevent its captute by the enemy, who were already threatening with
small-arms fire, Company D of the 40th Tank Battalion diove off the enemy and extinguished the
fire, which had done little damage, and began the issuance of 1ations to all units of the divisicn,

At GOUVY there was also an abandoned aimy piisonet of war enclosuie, containing over 700
Geiman prisoners of wa, guaided by one officer and eight military police, These prisoners were
successfully evacuated by the division. Division Headquarters created other task forces out of
the 1ernants of the 14tn Cavaliy Tioup and assigned them the mission of scieening and protecting
tne southeast flank of the division. Troop N, 87th Cavaliy Reconnaissance Squadion, was ditected
to ptoceed to SALMCHATEAU and then west, and was given the mission of scieening the northern
flank of the division 1ea:,

The most significant change that occuired in the disposition and composition of division
trcops on tae 20th was the formation of Task Foice Jones, commandea by the commanding officer
of the Bl4th Tank Destioyer attalion, and in position on the southein and southwestein flank of
the division to the right 1ea of CCB. The force consisted of pait of the 17th Tank Battalicn,
440th Aimoied Field Artillery Battalion, part of the 814th Tank Destioye: Battalion, and elements
of the 38th Aimoted Infantiv RRattalion, 31st Tank 3attalion, 40th Tank Rattalion, 33d Armoted
Enginee: Battalion, and a detachment of the 14th Cavaliy Gioup. The stiength of the enemy and
the seriousness of the situation on the south, leadiny to the foimation of Task Foice Jones, was
obtained in pait fiom Lieutenant Colonel Stone, with whom the division had been in touch about
two days, This officer was located near GOUVY with an assoitment of about 250 stiagglets,
including bota officer and enlisted Quaiteimaster, Fngineer, and Siznal personnel whom he had
collected. He had established a defensive position, saying, ‘‘By God the others may 1un, but !
am staying here and wil] hold at all cost,’”’ Stone's {orce was incorpotated into Task Foice Jones,
The force was in position by about 1600 and immrediately became engaged at CHERAM =nd GOUVY,
By 1800 it was teceiving a stionz German attuck which it successfully 1epulsed.

In spite of this activity in its 1ear, CCR had a 1elatively quiet day. Duiing the night of
19-20 December some infiltration was tepoited by the 17th Tank Battalion 2t RECHT. At 0800
the 17th Tank Battalion was instiucted to withdraw to RODT, leaving cne company plus a plstoon
of infantiy in position noith end east of QUNT to ma,=tain contact with CCA on the left, Enemy
concentiations of tanks and infantiy collected in WALLERODF, and NEIDER EMMELS. Heavy
artillety concentiations quieted these thmieats. During the afteinoon enemy columns were repoited
moving fiom MEDELL to BORN ond at 1630 enemy tanks moved into OBER EMMELS and forced
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out a light tank platoon on outpost thete; but the forces on the high ground to the south held firmly,
During the night of 20-21 December approximately 68 men and two officers led by Lieutenant Long
of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, 423d Regiment (one of the swrounded regiments
of the 106th Infantt, Nivision) infiltrated back through CCB’s lines.

When interviewed, Lieutenant | ong stated that the commanding officers had told them that
the two regiments {422d and 423d) wete preparing to swrendei, and that oideis were being given
for the destiuction of their arms and equinment. The troops had been told thai any personnel wish-
ing to attempt to infiltiate to friendly lines rather than swrender were authotized to leave, These
men were some of those who had chosen to risk returning and fighting again to laying down their
arms and swirendering, CCB estabiished an assembly point in the schoothouse at ST, VITH where
these men were given 1ations, such othei supplies as they needed, 21d a well-deserved rest, Duw-
ing the night of 21-22 Decembe:, when the situation became critical, these men were put back into
the line. When they were told that they wrre going buck into the line, their enthusiasm was high,
and subsequent repoits obtainea fiom the tioops with whom they fought indicated that without
exception these men dischairged their duty in exemplay fashion,

Duiing the day, Combat Command A, to the left tem of Combat Command B, was under con-
siderable pressute in the vicinity of POTEAU, Division neadquatters had sent them a message at
0925 that it was impesative that they command the toad leading into POTEAU from RECHT.
Although CCB did not hnow it at the time, the situation to the left rear and on the northern flank
was ctitical,

A unit commanders’ meeting was neld at the CCB command post just after dark. The S4
tepoited on the supply situation; and in view of the vague information zvuiiable, Geneiral Clatke
emphasized the necessity of conserving sapplies of ammunition and 1ati~ns, Instructions were
given to issue only two-thitds of a 1ation daily and to (i1e artillety missiors sparingly and then
only wheie the situation appearea to be critical.

EVENTS OF 21 DECEMBER 1944

The Geimans 1ealized that the failme to cont:o! the network of roads and railroads centering
on ST, VITH was disiupting the tiretable of the entire countetoffensive.! The stand of the 7th
Awmored Division had left a dangetous salient in the Getman lines which thieatened the noithern
flank of Fifth Panzer Army and prevented a link-up between the Fifth aad Sixth Panzer Armies.
All further westwaid movement of Sixth §S Pan.coer Army had vittually stopped for lack of needed
gazoline and ammunition, which weie on the supply columns immobilized to the east of ST, VITH,
01 on the trains hajted between i’RUM and GEROLS I EIN. accoidingiy, orders were issued to [/
S5 Fanzer Corps to move to the south and take ST. VITH without delay,

All duiing the night of 20-21 Decembe: tanks and othe:r vehicles could be heard massing to
the noith, east, and south of ST. VITH. [l S§ Parser Corns was moving into positicn, and at 1100,
the assault was launched. (See figme 8,) Fiom the time of the first attack on the 21st until the
completion of the successful withdiawal of the 7th Aimoied Division acioss the SALM River two
days iater, the enemy attacked unceasingly along the entiie fiont of the division, Thioughout the
21st and untii 2200 that night, the lines held agsinst contiruous assault of infantry, supported by
heavy artillery and ‘‘screaming meemie’’ concentrations of unprecedented size and duration.
Laige formations of enemy tanks ioined in the assault, and smashed their way into the lines,
whete they blasted the defenders fiom their foxholes with point-blank tank fire. Time after time,
the German infantty wese foiced to withdiaw uzdai ine aimed short-range fire of the gallant

1 Another extract frzin the same German officer’s diary mentioned before further indicates that ST, VITH
wsz Ralding Sack the flow of Oerman Lelliv, Afles hu fail of 3T, VITII o0 21 Dac 34, tholr wallis mavad
more (reely.

1422 December- After ST. VITH is taken, traffic flows continucusly. If enemy planes had sppeared, it
would have been s terrific disaster. An lnfantry Division and infentry Regiment CPs are set up in town.

Also cur Artillery [latialion CP."
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infantrymen, engineers, tankers, reconnaissance troops, and others who stood their ground and
inflicted huge losses upon the attacking formations, Even the heavy tanks were forced to with-
draw, leaving destroyed hulks battered and burning in their wake,

On that day, the men of the 7th Armored performed, individually and collectively, repeated
deeds of heroism; soldiers aot only engaged in hand-to-hand combat with the Getman infantry, but
also destroyed German tanks with bazookas and grenades,

Still the Germans attacked. Starting at 1100 with an artillery barrage on the northern and
eastern positions of CCB and an infantry-tank attack against the juncture of CCB and CCB of the
9th Armoted Division, the Germans stepped up the scale of their assault; by 1300 the entire line
of CCB, 7th Armored Division, was aflame with enemy artillery, ‘‘screeming meemies,’’ tanks,
and infantry pouring a concentration of steel at the defenders, As the enemy closed in they were
met in turn by all possible concentrated fires that could be brought to bear~but still they sttacked,
Major sttacke were launched ageinst that part of the line held by the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion
at 1100, 1230, 1400, 1610, and 1710; while the northern flank manned by the 31st Tank Battalicn
and the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was hit with attacks at 1300, 1730, 1805, and 1820,

All attacks were turned back, and CCB’s linea continued to hold. Then three neavy asaaultes
were started by the Germans, with each directed along the axis of the main roads entering ST,
VITH; at 1650 from the east along the SCHONBERG Road; followed by an attack down the MALMEDY
Road at 1835; with the last one starting up the PRUM Road at 2000. Each of these attacks was
preceded by intense artillery bairages lasting from 15 to 35 minutes, aad closely followed by the
infantry and tanks, The Germans were not to be denied and their relentless pressure since 1100
in the morning had left gaps in the line, since there wete no replacements for the dead and
wounded,! By 2000 CCB’s lines had been penetrated in at least thiee points. The battle con-
tinued until apptoximately 2200 when Genera] Clarke, seeing that a portion of hia poaition waa no
longer tenable, issued the order to withdiaw the center of the line to the high ground west of ST.

VITH.
Those elements which were cut off east of town were ordered to sttack through the town ox

north of it to join the forces which were ectabliahing a new defensive line. Officers were estad-
liehed st control points weat of the town to collect stragglers andto place units in a defensive
position as they got back within the friendly screen,

During the ..~= this concerted drive was being made on the front, the troops on the nosth
flank were not heavily engaged, elthough thete was a definite threat in the OBER EMMELS—
NEIDER EMMELS srea. It was planned to anchot a defense west of ST. VITH oa this still sub-
stantial north flank snd hold there. The center of the defensive line (from HUNNINGEN to ST.
VITH-WALLERODE Rosd) wes to swing back to the west of ST. VITH and establish a line for
elements esst of the town to fall back thiough. This was accomplished and most of the troops
were brought out as units,

Al! through the night of 21-22 December stisgglers ware coming back from the troops which
had been overrun east of ST. VITH. Officer conirol posts had been set up o2 all rosds to intercept
these men and send them to the HINDERHAUSEN ates. This was done and by easly forenoon of
22 December sbout 150 stregglers had been gathered up.

The situstion on the right flank of the division became criticel dusing the 218t of December.
CC3, Rk Armored Division, tequested ssaistance, and Task Force 1.indsey, which hed been held
in division reserve, was otdeced to GILHAUSEN to reinforce that uanit, This assistance was suf-
ficient to restote the situation, and Task Force Lindsey was retuned to its former mission of
teserve at 211000, On the left flank of CCB, CCA maintained its position in and erouad POTEAU
theoughout the dey. A strong atteck, which included tanks and astillery, was successfully repulsed
around 1330, Strong patiols on both sides wese sctive during the day. The enemy esteblished en

1 The Seventh Amored Diviaion in the Betile of ST. VITH, by Mejor General Rodert ¥. Hasbrouch.
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effective ambush in some thick woods southeast of POTEAU on the ST. VITH-POTEAU Road.
Before the ambush was discovered, the enemy was successful in capturing the occupants of eight
peeps and one light tank which had been knocked out, Personnel included such key officers as
the Exec. tive Officer, CCA; Liaison Officer, CCA; Executive Officer and Adjutant, 48th Armored
Infa (:y Battalion; and others, Upon discovery, the enemy abandoned its ambush, and the key
road was agein opened for friendly traffic, At 2000 another strong hostile attack, supported by
heavy, mortar, machine gun, and artillery fire, was repulsed.

Anticipating the possibility of CCB’s being unable to hold the present position, General
Clarke had initiated reconnaissance on the road leading to the west, through HINDERHAUSEN and
COMMANSTER to VIELSALM, a possible avenue of withdrawal, This road was in poor condition
and for the most part passed through a forest, Engineers and artillerymen had been put to work on
critical and impassable spots; but even with this improvement passage over this road was not easy.

EVENTS OF 22 DECEMBER 1944

The Germans continued to attack with infantry and tanks. At 0200 the 928th Grenadier Bat-
talion attacked RODT from the rear. The enemy widened this penetration and at 1135 RODT was
captured, splitting CCA and CCB. The nine-hour battle for RODT was a grim affair in which
personnel from every possible source—cooks, drivers, radio operators—wete employed to augment
the defense in a desperate effort to prevent the enemy from driving a deeper wedge between the
two combat commands, The loss of RODT necessitated CCB's pulling back its left flank to pro-
tect HINDERHAUSEN, a key position on the emeigency exit route to COMMANSTER and VIELSALM.
(See figures 9 and 10,)

By datk the line was established again and was strengthened by the addition of the 17th
Tank Battalion (~) on the south flank of CCB to tie-in with CCB of the 9th Armored Division.
Contact with CCA on the northwest was lost, At 0700 the command post of CCB was moved to
COMMANSTER. During this day all unesaential vehicles were sent to the rear, By nightfall the
line was being held with the 87th Cavalry Reconnaiasance Squadron, Lieutenant Colone! Boylan
commanding, on the left; the 31st Tank Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Erlenbusch commanding, in
the center; the 17th Tank Battalion, Lieutenant Colone! Wemple commanding, on ‘he south, The
boundary between the 31st Tank Battalion and the 17th Tank Battalion was the railroad line running
southwest from ST, ViTH.

At 1845 enemy tanks and infantry attacked along the railtoad towards KROMBACH. Infantry
broke through and occupied the town, Most of Licutenant Colonel Wemple's force was able to
fight ita way out the next morning, CCB of the 9%th Armored Division was also receiving a heavy
attack at this time and was being slowly pushed back toward BRAUNLAUF, It held on to its con-
tact with CCB of the 7th Aimored Division, pivoting back on General Clatke’s -ight flank and pre-
venting an attempt of the enemy to sepaate the two combat commands,

At POTEAU, to the left tear of CCB, CCA waa receiving increasing preasure from the enemy,
who was continuing his attempta to outflenk the right of CCA. Meanwhile, the enemy on the north
struck heavily at 2215 but was diiven off. A measure of the bitterneaa of the fighting on all fronts
is indicsted by the following extract fiom the persons! seports of members of Company B of
Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Rhea's 23d Armored Infantry Battalion.

On Friday, the company treins were mcved to the west of KROMBACH. During the moraieg

the men walked back crosscountry to s new line which was set up sbout 1000 yards to the

¢13t of KROMBACH. This line had no depth, snd as Captain Britton pointed out: ‘Once the

line was plorced, it was finished.’ At the railrosd underpass about 1000 yards northeast of

KROMBACH, s bazcokeman end & machine-qun squsd were posted. They wanted to mine the

underpass, but no mines or explosives were available. The $1-mm morters of Company B

weore in position (n XROMBACH, whete they (ired 600 rounds in 20 minutes and broke the base

platas which were welded to the floor of the half-track.
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At about 1700, etrong enemy combet petrois began coming along the rallroed embankment,
and tanks came toward the underp The b kamen fired ot the tanks, and when the
bazooks round bounced off the front, he withdrew. Captain Britton hed just come up toward
the front and wee warming hie feet in an oven when the enemy buret into his position. Some
of the men pulled beck to the north until they ran into tanke of Company D of the 31st Tank
Battalion; these men rode out with those tanks. The remainder of the company fell beck to
the motor park in KROMBACH where the helf-tracks were gaasing. Lete Fridey night these
hailf-trecks moved to VIELSALM where they met the remainder of the company next moming.
Captein Britton ealid there were men from almost every conceiveble unit on the vehicles.

‘‘Back at the line, some men remained with another unit which held feat and fought it out.
Our artillery and mortar fire worked up and down the railroad treck. One Company B mechanic,
T/S Robert Cutts, had e redio with which he called back to the FO giving him the neceseary
sdjustments in the artillery fire. Theee men also finally pulled back from the line when the
17th Tank Battalion moved out, and many of them rode the tanks out of the area.’

Pressure continued to increase along the entire front; and, as the 7th Armored Division
shoctened its lines and again regrouped, German infantry and tanks pressed strongly on all posi-
tions, Practically the entire division area was now being engaged by long-range artillery fire, In
the north, the cnemy in strength was along the east bank of the SALM River from east of TROIS
PONTS to GRAND HALLEUX, and in the south along the high ground south of the highway running
west from SALMCHATEAU. This meant that the remainder of the 106th Infantry Division, CCB
of the 9th Armored Division, the 14th Cavalty Group, some cotps troops, including artillery which
had been attached to the 7th Armoced Division, and the entize 7th Armored Division with attach-
ments, less trains, were left eant of the SALM River; all units were short of supplies and were
completely fatigued from five or more days and nights of continuous fighting, Thete was only one
sure exit route, s secondary road running west from VIELSALM; and one probable altemate route,
the road SALMCHATEAU-JOUBIEVAL-LIERNIEUX.

As the position was obviously untenable, Field Marsha] Montgomery in a message to Major
Genera] Hasbrouck, Commanding the 7th Ammored Division and its conglomerstion of units, ordered
a withdrawal: ‘‘You have accomplished your mission—a mission well-done. It is time to withdraw,”’
All unessential vehicles wete withdiawn ot once, followed by part of the attillery, which began
displacing rearward about midnight. CCB of the 9th Aimoced Division was scheduled to Le the
first unit to withdraw, but their commanding geneal advised General Hasbrouck that they were
engsged with the enemy and the muddy condition of the rosds and fields was such that an imme-
diste withdraws! would be unfeasible. It was necessaty to postpone the initial time for withdrawal,
as CCB of the 7th Armoced Division was also ' esvily engaged with the enemy. At the same time

the enemy was building up strong fotces in front of the 82d Airboene Division, west of SALMCHATEAU.

l1a view of the enemy's 1elentless pressure, especially at base of the salient, the Tth Armored Divi-
sion commander, Genera] Hasbrouck, radioed Generals Clarke and Hoge of the two combat commands

that:
B ‘“The situstion is such on the west of the river south of the 824 Airdborae Divisioa that if

we doa’t join them sooa, the opportunity will be gone. It will be necessary to disengage,
whether circumstances are fevorable o not, if we are to carry out say kind of withdeewa! with
equipment. Inform me of your situetion st once, particular!’. with regard to the possidility of
disengasgement and execution of withdrewsl.’’

THE SEVENTH DAY-23 OECEMBER 1944

The enemy's pressuse from the east eased slightly, and H-hour for withdrawal was snnounced
as 0600. CCB of the Sth Armored Division, having teceived the announcement lete, actually ini-
tiated the movement sabout 0700. General Clarke of CCB, 7th Armoted Division, ordered Lieutenant
Colone! Wemple to biing out all vehicles and troops st KROMBACH and southwest thereof thiough
BEHO to VIELSALM. An infantty company of the 424th Regiment st BRAUNLAUF was to sccom-
peany them, Nouth of KROMBACH all troops snd vehicles were to come out through HINDERHAUSEN
to COMMANSTER, thence to VIELSALM. A coveting force, under Lisutenant Colonel Boylan, con
sisting of & medium tank company, s tank destroyer company, sad an infantty company, was ordeted
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to hold HINDERHAUSEN until ell other troops had left and then to fall back with maximum delay;
they wore to take wounded with them, This was a narrow road, and in the event of vehicle failure,
vehicles were to be dumped to the side of the road and destroyed with a minimum of delay, so that
the column would not be held up,

The 956th and 275th Artillery Battalicns wete withdrawn the night of the 22d, The 434th
Armored Field Artillery Battalion came out just ahead of the covering forces, displacing battery
by battery in order to give fire suppoxt to the covering forces, which were withdrawing under heavy
pressire,

It was providential that on the night of 22-23 December the roads froze, enabling practically
all of the vehicles to get out. So far as is knows, no men were left behind,

The troops of CCB were criginally given instructions to assextie st LIERENEUX, but
later other instructions were received and the assembly area was changed to the vicinity of XHORIS.
The combat command closed in the vicinity of XHORIS st 232300 December and units were
instructed to reorganize, refuel, and prepate for action in the morning.

SUPPLY DIFFICULTIES

It might be well to mention at this point some of the difficulties encounteted in the problems
of supply and maintenance. This story is well told by Lieutenant Colone] Erlenbusch, Commanding
Ofiicer, 31st Tank 3attalion:

“‘We held s supply dump at ST. VITH beionging to the 106th Infantry Division, and used It
usntil it wes exhausted (8000 rationas and 10,000 gsllons of gasoline). Resupply from the rear
wes extzemely hasardous because s goodly portiona of the enemy had gone arcund ST. VITH to
the north and south. As a result of these forces ‘slipping by’ on the flanks, our division rear
ares was e mixture of friendly and enemy troops. Some Corps and Army ASPs were in our
hande; some were in the hands of the enemy; some changed hands frequently;, while other sup-
ply points were destroyed or evecunted by retiving friendly troops. Division Trains were st
LAROCHE, where they were heavily engaged in combat in order to keep from being overrun,
sad little help could be expected from that quarter. The supply problem then was one of run-
aing trucks through miles of enemy-infosted territory in nearch of friendly dumps having the
desired type of supplies, snd then coming back through miles of the same enemy iafested
territory to deliver the much needed supplies to the combat elements.

‘‘The service facilities of the uaits of CCB were pooled, and the maintonsace sectioas were
all consolideted under Captein Ls Fountain, Maintenance Officer, 318t Tank Battalion, who
sat up & smell ocrdnance shop. Aay of our vehicies which could be evacuated to this shop
were repaired there. At the same (ime, this group ssivaged many vehicles and weapoas which
had deen sbandoned in the ares by retresting uuite before the arrival of the 7th Armored Divi-
sion. This equipment was repaired, or, il beyoad repair, was ‘ceanibalized’ {or parte to use
in the repair of otiier vehicles and equipment. Frequently this combined maintensace section
opetated under artillery (ire, and meay times they had to deop thelr work and eagage in » small
fight with enemy patrols which penetrated to their area. In on2 instance, s crow of four loat
one men before they could withdraw from the scene w.ih their equipment.

“There were tws crees which atand out ss indicative of the determinstion sad herolc offorts
of the service porsomnel to keep the combat siements supplied. Ia the firel instsnce, seven
trucks of the J1st Tank Battelion, with s corporal in charge of the coavey, set out from the
viciaity of KROMBACH to odtaia fuel from & dump near SAMREEZ. As no escort was avallable,
saly trucks with machine gua mounts were used. To help protect the coavoy, two guards with
riflec snd ‘tommy guas’ were pleced in the rear of sach truck, the guards having beea recruited
from volunteers among the various compazy kitchen crews. This coavoy was goae for two
doys and during thet time they ‘rea the gauatlet’ of four enomy anbushes. Whea they arrived
ot their destinstion, they found one side of the dump burming and ¢ Light teak compery from
the §7th Reconnsisssace Squadron bitterly defonding the other portica. Usder these coaditions,
the trucke were losded to capacity, end Gien started on the retum trip, hidiag out in the soods
that aight. The next doy they hed twe ecagsgemants with the enemy; ia one of these sttecks
the cerporul ia charge wes killed snd Uwee men were wouaded, while one truck wes damaged
20 bodly thet it had to be towed the reet of the weay. Arriviag 8t KROMBACH at duek of e
secontd day, now commazded by & PFC truck drives, it could report, ‘Mission sccomplished '
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‘“The other csse is practically the same story. This convoy was commsnded by Sergeent
Trapp and consisted of three trucks from the 31st Tank Bsttalion and one truck of the 23d
Armored Infantry Battslion, with a defense crew organized very similar to the firat convoy.
Thelr mission was to obtain badly needed ammunition from a dump in the LAROCHE area.
Their experiences were sbout the same; they had two skirmishes and suffered one cssualty.
The emmunition dump wss not guarded by friendly or enemy forces. Like the first group, they
too returned st dusk of the second dsy, reporting, ‘Mission accomplished’.’’!

The magnificent effort of all setvice personnel was recognized and appreciated by all troops
in the line. In many cases these service troops were called upon to repel enemy attacks. In one
action on 21 Decembe:, near SAMREE, the combat command Assistant S4, Captain Robert H. Barth,
was killed while sttempting to maintsin the constant flow of supplies to the front,

The supply problems for artillery were especially critical, The only way ammunition supply
could be kept up wss by hunting for snd finding abandoned dumps toward the front, Very little
ammunition was getting through from the rear. Some of the artillery trains were with division
trains in the vicinity of SAMREE where they were fo.ced to fight for their existence, A balance of
ammunition was maintained between battalions; when the expenditures wete exceptionally heavy
in one battalion, several truck loads would be sent to it from another battalicn., On 22 December,
ammunition amounted to only a few tounds pet 105-mm howitzer for CCB artillety. Any sizable
amount of firing had to be approved by the combat command commander,

At one time during this critical ammunition shortege, s Geiman column got lost on the road
between OBER EMMELS and NEIDER EMMELS and stopped, bumper-to-bumper, a perfect tasget
for a concentration. When artillery was called for, the ammunition shotta ge had te be considered.
Finally it was decided that this target mexited the firing of the remaining white phosphorus. The
German column was buined and destroyed, Later, on 22 December, a 90-tiuck convoy caerying
$000 rounds of 105-mm ammunition finally mude its way thiough after traveling many miles of
circuitous routes and back 1oads. From then on the ammunition situation eased.?

The drivers of the 90-tiuck convoy, which came thiough to the combat elements, on 22
December, had been behind their steering wheels for houts on end without sleep. They had dsiven
thiough smbushes by Geiman patrols snd hai suffeied casualties emoute. Their devotion te duty
saved the division and its attached units (10 almost certain disaster duzing the ordered withdrawal
which took place the next day, Without the gasoline, many \ enicles would have to have been
sbandoned. The artillery and othe: ammunition they brougiit heid the snemy at bay until the SALM
Rive: was ciossed,

AN INVENTORY?

In 1etrospect, it is difficult to understand how it was possible for CCB to hold ST. VITH
sgainst the overwhelming power and supetianity in numbers pnasessed by the Germans., The
German sttack was well-organized and the build-up of strength was achieved with grest secrecy,
The Germans gambled everything on stiiking a lightning blow and achieving surpeise, so that they
could knife thiough while ow troops were disorganized and belore the latter could be reshifted to
set up an effective defense line. During the period the Americen troops were in ST. VITH, the
weathe: was a strong ally of the Germans, snd American planes were not seen for this entive
petiod. One factor that probsbly caused the Cermans to voceed 8o castiously was the fact that
elements of the Ntk Armored Division were in ST. VITH st all 2a the 17th when thei: {ntelligence
had identiflied them in the LINNICH atee on the 16th, [t is supposition, but they must have been
surpeised, and thay must have felt that if these troops cocld be moved such a distance end be in
the thick of the fighting 8o quickly, other dispusitions could be effected as expeditiously.

1 Prom s letter by Lisvtenant Colond! Rodert C. Prisabuech, Commandiag Offieer, 313t Tenk Bettalion

2 From o letter, ‘"Poarticipation of he Tth Amnored Divisioa Artitlery ia ST. VITH Operstion, 17-23 Decomber
1044, by Colonel C.M. Maitia, Conmanding Officer, Divisioa Artillery.

3 This inveatawy repressnts s summerizstioa of remarks by staff officers (Lioutcnsnt Colenel Charles ¥F.

Latimer, Executive: Majer Lynn Deece, 32 Mejor Owea ¥W. Woodrufl, 33; Major Even D. Gommil, 84) of
CCB of the 7th Armoted Divisioa.
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Another factor that gave the Germans pause was the sggressiveness and tenacity of the
defense. CCB was not content to dig in and merely try to hold the Germans when they attecked.
Their patrols were aggressive, and wherever a weakness was sensed, a probing attack was made,
Their counterattacks were quick and effective. Had tke Germans realized the limited strength
CCB had st its disposal and the disorganization and loss of morale of some of the Allied troops,
caused by the initial attack, they could have closed the pincers and anaihilated the American
forces at their choosing. However, instead of committing their forces to a major blow, they dis-
sipated their strength and lost valusble time in mz2king limited objective and probing attacks.

Defenders of ST. VITH were puzzled at the time as to why the Germans did not pour more
setillery fire into ST. VITH. It was only after the third o fousth dey that they began firing saything
that resembled the intensity of an American barrage, Undoubtedly, they counted on a quick capture
of the town and did not want to destroy it or make the streets impassable, As was learied after-
wards, in this offensive the Gesmans wore counting heavily on using ST. VITH as a forward railhead.

The arrival of CCB in ST. VITH on the afternoon cf the 17th was quite timely. Advance
patrols of the Germans wete on the SCHONBERG-ST. VITH Road at that time. The only focces to
stop them wore the provisional engineer troops, and there is no doubt that the Germans could have,
and probably would have, been in ST. VITH on the night of the 17th, had 7th Armored Division
units not arrived and been placed in position when they were.

It would be very interesting indeed to have a transcript of the conversations between com-
menders of the verious echelons of command of the Germans after their failure to take ST. VITH
on schedule, particularly when they discovered the size of the smail force that waa Jenying this
azea to them. The attitude of the German command was well-expiessed by & German lisutenant
colonel who, while he was attempting to interiogate one of our men who had been captwed,
iemarked: ‘'You and yowr damned panzet division have kept us from getting to LIEGE!”’

Every offices and man of the Tth Armored Division who participated in the ST. VITH action,
sings the praises of the 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, This VIl Corpa Artillety Bat-
tslion, commanded by Lieutenant Colone! Clay, chose to stay and fight. The coolaess and the
poise of the officers and men in this organization were the subject of admiration on the part of all
who came in contact with them. The battalion reflected the excellent training that it had received,
and the missions that it was called upon to fire were always fired effectively. The ferward
nbservers were outstanding in coopetating with front-line commandes of CCB. Six forwaid observers
wete lost during this action.

One of the more critical moments in the defense of ST VITH occured on the night of 20-21
Decembex, when the Germans finally penetrated the defense and isolated some of CCB's troops.
These troops had been constently engaged since their commitment on the 17th, and the nervous
tension and fatigue produced by the constant pressure under which they were opmating was begin-
ning to tell. Combat {atigue casualties up to this time hed been light, but with the Germans pow-
ing theough, the ‘‘men’’ wete repidly being sepaisted from the ‘‘boys.’’ One of the former was
First Sergeant L. H. Ledd of Troop B, 87th Cavaliy Reconnsissance Squadron. This trcop had
gone into the line on 17 Decembes with six officeca and 136 men. When it was cut off to the eest
of ST, VITH on the night of the 21s¢, Sergeant Ladd brought back sbout 46 mea, which was sll
that iemained of tho troop, Unsheven, lines of fstigue showing on his fece, hie eyes bloodshot,
he nevertheless demanded to see the combat command commander, Staff officers tried to dissuade
him and told him to get what little rest he could be{xe the 1emainder of the troop wes committed
sgain. Segeent Ladd would have none of this snd 1epeated his demand to see Genetr] Claske.
Along about midnight he found the genms] snd said, '] want to get it from you personally that
Troop B was axdmed out of the position that we wave holding, Me and ay men had decided that
we wate oot leaving and | just want to get it straigt that we were crdered out by you.'’ Whes
Genmsl Clarke ssswed Sergeant Lacdd that de had issued the order, the Sergeent was satiefied
and moved out into the deskness and rein to occupy a new position in the delense line west of
ST- vm. 23
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LESSONS

1. Flexibility. Although the units of CCB were mixed ss they were placed in the line of
battie and troops were frequently moved from one command to another, an effective fighting force
was established and maintained. An aimored division trained to work in an ever-changing tactical
situstion will not find itself in confusion when the exigencies of battle require its employment in
unusual situations,

2. Nobile defense. Until the final day of the defense of ST VITH a mobile 1eserve wes
maintained to move quickly and deal with sny attack or penetration, At times this reserve struck
the enemy before his attack was even fully launched so that the attack became disoganized and
was stopped. In a mobile defense, patticulaily against a force of superior numbers, the reserve
must be mobile and it must cenry out its mission with aggressiveness,

3. Elsstic defense. Even though the line to be defended was long, the defensive setup
temained elastic and plans were constantly in mind for continuing the defense in the event that
forward elements were overtun,

4. Liaison planes. The absence of liaison plunes for artillesy and other observation at ST,
VITH was keenly felt. This equipmest is of enormous value in the conduct of the defense,

S. Morale. Even though the men were operating under the most adverse conditions, includ-
ing rain, mud, cold, and shortage of food, their response to the situstion, when apprised of the
importance of the stand, was magnificent, It seemed that the longer the defense hald, the higher
the moale became. The desperatensss of the situstion only increased the detesmination,

It is interesting Lo note the effect of a personality on the motale of fighting men. While at
the front, about the 20th of December, Genetal Clamke told a fiist sergeant that word had been
received that Genersl Petton was attacking the south side of the BULGE. The seigeant, who
had been with the Third Army during its sweep across France, teplied with cenfidence and affec-
tion, “'If Georgie's coming-we've got it made.”’

6. Coordination and cooperation. The defensive stand at ST. VITH was made possible only
theough the closest cooperstion and coordinstion within the combat command iteelf and by the com-
bat command with alements on the {lanks, Becsuse of the sver-changing tacticsl situstions, com-
manders were often forced to wei out solutions which ordinarily would heve been accomplished
on a higher echelon, The fact that all units worked together smoothly, even unde: the most
odvacse conditions, is evidence of the sphiit of coopetation and coordination which peevailed.

The scedemic problems of ‘‘sttached,’’ *‘in suppaxt,’’ ot ‘‘opeiational control,” end the like,
never arose.

7. Leadership. In this type of defensive sction, leadmship, even though moce difficult
thaa in othet situstions, is a primary prevequisite. When mes aie feced by odds which seem over-
whelming, and other units me pulling out to the tea:, only the highest type of leadesship will pre-
vail. To regroup men who have once been overtun by the enemy and to make another stand ageinst
the same enemy is » challenge of the utmost proportions to the lesdeeship of say unit. These
things were done by the commanders of Imge and small units who were chaiged with the defense
of ST. VITH.

8. Withdrawal. It was spparent two or thiee days before the actual withdiewal that the
defendecs, if not seinforced, would either have to withdiaw or they would be destroyed. At that
time, without sry apprecisble display of activity, a route was tecoanvitered and improved with
engineer and atillery details, The withdiawal when finally ordered was orderly even though it
wes corried out undet heevy prossue and was started with a minimum of orel iastructioas to unit
commenders thwough ilaison officers. Time for its finc) planning was short slthough such & pos-
sibility wes eavisioned for some time and dispcsition of nonessentis] vehicles mede accondingly.
Despite adverse conditions, an srmoted uait enploying » small covering {orce is capadle of break-
ing off contact with the enemy. The ebility to do this successlully, however, is dependent upoa
the sbeence of enemy tacticel air, 29




0. Summary. Armor is generally thought of as an offensive force. However, its capabilities
on defense are great. It conducts an aggressive and an elastic defense, It ‘‘10ils with the punches.’’
It seeks oppostunities to strike when the enemy leaves an opening. It trades terrain for time and s
tactical advantage, and in so doing makes the enemy pay heavily for the gains which he makes, H
Finally, it disengages and stiikes agein from a new direction.

BACK TO ST. VITH ‘

The following message {iom the 7th Aimoted Division commander, General Robest W. !
Hasbrouck, was read to the men about 4 January 1945,

*To the Officors and Men of the Tth Armored Division

i
|

4

1

*'Since it is impossidble for me to talk pers. ~ally to sach of you, 1 am teking this method of ;i'
bringing to your sttention some of the things } *t you to kaow. 1

“Firet of ail, 1 want you to know that the Ger. sttack has been disrupted end their plans
upset. This division, by its gallant action in denying the important roed center of ST. VITH ¢
to the enemy for more than five days contrivuted greastly towards upsetting Van Rundstedt's id
carefully planned schedule. General Eiseahower and our old friends, the VIIf British Corps, ol
have telegraphed us their congratuistions. These messages will be read to you lates. 1

‘‘Secondly, we are resuming the offensive. On Jenuasry 34, the XVIN Corps (Alrbome) to :
which we now belong, resumed the clfensive by attacking south. We are in Corps Reserve ;
and may be called upoa at say time to 8dd our power te the attack. This stiack may help to i
shorten the wer by many moaths. If the German feeces to our south ere cut off by the power i
and speed of our drive, the enemy will have sulffered en overpowering defeat. ;

*‘Naturally there will be obatacles to overcome. The Germans will fight savagely to svert :
defeat. We must {ight even more sevegely, knowiag whst is st steke and rememberiag the i
Americen priscnars who were shot down in cold blood by the Germans at STAVELOT end !
MALMEDY. Germen patatroopers may be dropped in cus rear; Gormauns ia Amsricen uaiforms
may iafiltrate our lines, This will necessitate uncwasing vigileace by all treops, wherever
located, to prevent sabutage and eapissage. No matier how many parschutiste come down in ]
SRy ons ares, there will always be a {ar grester aumber of ous troope in the vizinity who cea
be coacentrated quickly sgainst them.

‘‘“The tervain we may expect 1o enceunter |8 30t good taak terrein, DUt whea heve we over
had good tank terrain? By will powee, myscle power, Americen ingemuity, sad just plain gute
we will get over rosds and treils considered walit for teaks snd thus surprise the eneay.

“Last but ot 108 1it, | weat you 10 know that | em grewd of the divisisa. Threwn (ato combet

plocomes] as Yoy errived on the scene, every urit and every man performed magaificently.
God bless you all, ead may 1945 briag the victerios you 20 richly deserve.*!

The Rth Armaced Division was sent into the fight northwent of ST. VITH as the Allies
resumed the offensive, end the Gaumans became the defenders of the town, The same Gumen
artillery officer (Lieutenant Behman) quoted before had this to write in his dimy as the Americens
approached:

*20 Janvery: | sm cedevred 1o orgeniae s dofense (a ST. VITH. Veor the fient titks slace
Chetstmas, I'm ia 5T. VITH agaia. The tosm s ia mu\as, gt we will dedend the ruine. We
sapect the ottack ea ST. VITH. Ouly small forces ase evailndle for the dofoase. The ‘B-balle’
ia e vait spoak of ¢ litte Btalingred

‘21 Januwoty: Theto are 0o Mew 00eseges. THhe Dattle ueises coms Civeee to o towm. We
con siready see the infeatry in seme of He hoights. ! om ergunizing everythiag for ¢ oot
dotonse. Numer hos it hat the Tenamies (?) hove he tova sumeusrded fAeoe ovea believe it
At higher commands they believe that vo will be ferced to yiell Theeo reer echelch meat
| on anither eptimistic ner pessimistic and | don't give wp bope. Whea the Ritchen goee Dech,
! will sead oll perecane] net ineodistely needed bxch with it. During the doy, it io asturelly
il Till e cnsmy surreunsd the towa? ['m ssading dach oll ay porvean! belsagiangs. One
aever kaswe. | wonder vhat Heide iv doing?

22 Jamnery: Nothing sew duriag e alght. Al oight o'cleck he onray recoumenses Mis
saturetien fiee brem the directies of NEIDER EMMELS. - Kssctly orv neath age, we teeh ST.
VITH.*

On Sundsy afterncon, 23 Jassery 1948, CCB of the Ak Armoved Divisios attackid and retook
ST. VITH captwing this Sermen asiillery offices and his diery, Jut that is saother story.
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Appendix |
ALLIED ORDER OF BATITLE
(160530 Dec 44)

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
(EISENHOWER)

First Allied Airborne Army
(Brereton)

t_..I__.I

XVill Abn Corps (US)

NOTES:

' About 161900 December 1944 The 7th Armored
Division received arders to march south and report
‘o the Commanding General, Vill Corps.

Loter moved south and was attached to the 106th ; XXX Corps {(BR)
Infoniry Division. (Ridgway)

82d ABN Div

1015t AEN Div

17th ABN Div

12th Army Group
(Bradley)

21st Army Group
(Montomery)

6th Army Group
(Devers)

J_l_"'_l

I""_'L_l

Second British Army

First Conadian Army

Seventh US Army

First French Army

Ninth US Army First US Army Third US Army
(Simpson) (Hodges) (Patten)

X Corps XIX Corps XX Corps I Corps Xi Corps
{Citlem) (Meckeiin) (Walker) (Mitlikin) (EDDY)
102d inf Div 20th Inf Div 90th inf Div 26th Inf Div 35th Inf Div
84th Inf Div A0th Inf Div 95th inf Div 6th Armd Div 80th Inf Div
7th Armd Div' 2d Armd Div Sth Inf Div 87th Inf Div

10th Armd Div &th Armd Oiv

Vil Corpe V Corps Vil Corps

(Collins) (Gerow) {Middieton)
104th Inf Div Oth Inf Div 106%h inf Div

oth Inf Div 78th inf Div 20th Inf Div

83d inf Div 2d inf Div 9th Armd Div (-CCB)
Sth Armd Div 99th Iinf Div 4th inf Div
3d Armd Div CCB 9th Armd Div'

1st Inf Div

e el e o e
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Appendix I
GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE
(160530 Dec 44)

ARMY GROUP “B"
(MODEL)

OKW RESERVES

Fuehrer Begleit Brigade’
Fuehrer Grenadier Brigade’

3d Panzer Grenadier Division’
9th Panzer Division’

15th Panzer Grenadier Division’
9th Volks Grenadier Division’
79th Volks Grenadier Division’

1

Seventh Army

Sixth Panzer Army Fifth Panzer Army

(Dietrich) {(Manteuffel) (Brandenberger)
1 SS Pz Corps Il $S Pz Corps’ LXVH Corps LXXXV Corps LXXX Corps L Corps
(Priess) (Bittrich) (Hitzfeld) (Kneiss) {Beyer) (Rothkirch)
1st §S Pz Div 2d $$ Pz Div ' 326th VG Div Sth Prcht Div = 276th VG Div See Note 2
12th $S Pz Div 9th $S Pz Div 246th VG Div 352d VG Div  212th VG Div

277th VG Div
12th VG Div
3d Prcht Div
LXVI Corps LVl Pz Corps XLVIl Pz Cerps
(Lucht) (Krueger) (Von Luettwitz)
18th VG Div 116th Pz Div 2d Pz Div
62d VG Div $60th VG Div 26th VG Div
Pz Lehr Div

NOTES:

* Assigned to (XVI Corps on 16 Dec 44 *hen to
LVINl Pz Corps on 23 Dec 44.
1 After beginning of offensive ousigned to LIl
Corps (Seventh Army).
3 After 24 Dec 44 susigned to XLVII Pz Corps.
4 Did not participote in the initiul ottack.
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APPENDIX HI

TROOP LIST

] 7th Aemored Division
Headquarters and Headquarters Company

Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combat Command A
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combat Command B
Headquarters, Reserve Command

147th Armored Signal Company

87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (Mechanized)

17th Tank Battalion

31st Tank Battalion

40th Tank Baettalion

23d Armored Infantry Battalion

38th Armored Infantry Battalion

48th Armored Infantry Battalion

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, Division Artillery
434th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

489%th Armored Field Artillety Battalion

33d Armored Engineer Battalion

Headquarters and Headquertess Company, Division Trains
77th Armored Medical Battalion

129th Aimored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion

Military Police Platoon

Band

Attached and Supporting Units, 7th Armored Diviasion
203d Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion (Self-Propelled)
814th Tank Destroyer Battalion (Self-Propelled)
446th Quastermaster Trick Company
3967th Quarteimaster Truck Company
275th Armored Field Artillery Bettalion
965th Field Artillery Battalion
168th Engineer Combat Battalion
Heedquarters and Service Company, 81st Engineer Combat Bettalion, 106th Infantry Division
3d Platoon, Company F, 423d Infantry Regiment, 106th Infantry Division
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division
14th Tank Battalion
27th Armored Infantry Battalion
Troop D, 89th Cavalry Reconnsissance Squadron (Mechanized), with attached platoons of
Troop E and Compeny F
Company B, 9%th Armored Engineer Battalion
Company A, 811th Tenk Destroyer Battalion (Self-Propelled)
Battery B, 482d Antiaircraft Artil'sry Automatic Weapoas Battalion (Self-Propelled)
Company B, 2d Armored Medical Bettalion
Company C, 131st Aimored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion
112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Division, with attached: 220th Field Artillery Battalion
Company C, 103d Engineer Combat Battalion
424th Infantry Regiment, 106th Division, with atteched: 591st Field Artillery Battalion

3 TL2303-0-Army Anen-Jul $0-5C
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