
THE STORY OF 
THE BULGE

D769.346
82d
.A55
1945

n«/ r\

KNED
RECO10 NO..



Report Documentation Page Form Approved
OMB No. 0704-0188

Public reporting burden for the collection of information is estimated to average 1 hour per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information,
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for Information Operations and Reports, 1215 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 1204, Arlington
VA 22202-4302. Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding any other provision of law, no person shall be subject to a penalty for failing to comply with a collection of information if it
does not display a currently valid OMB control number. 

1. REPORT DATE 
APR 1996 

2. REPORT TYPE 
N/A 

3. DATES COVERED 
  -   

4. TITLE AND SUBTITLE 
82D Airborne Division, Belgium - The Story of the Bulge - Dec 1944 - FeB 
1945 

5a. CONTRACT NUMBER 

5b. GRANT NUMBER 

5c. PROGRAM ELEMENT NUMBER 

6. AUTHOR(S) 5d. PROJECT NUMBER 

5e. TASK NUMBER 

5f. WORK UNIT NUMBER 

7. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 
82D Airborne Division 

8. PERFORMING ORGANIZATION
REPORT NUMBER 

9. SPONSORING/MONITORING AGENCY NAME(S) AND ADDRESS(ES) 10. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S ACRONYM(S) 

11. SPONSOR/MONITOR’S REPORT 
NUMBER(S) 

12. DISTRIBUTION/AVAILABILITY STATEMENT 
Approved for public release, distribution unlimited 

13. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
JFSC - WWII Declassified RECORDS. 

14. ABSTRACT 

15. SUBJECT TERMS 

16. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION OF: 17. LIMITATION OF 
ABSTRACT 

SAR 

18. NUMBER
OF PAGES 

34 

19a. NAME OF
RESPONSIBLE PERSON 

a. REPORT 
unclassified 

b. ABSTRACT 
unclassified 

c. THIS PAGE 
unclassified 

Standard Form 298 (Rev. 8-98) 
Prescribed by ANSI Std Z39-18 



ATTN: LIBRARY/62 
7800 HAMPTON BLVD. 
WGWOtK, W 23511-1702

1: LIBRARY/82.. 
7800 HAMPTON BLVD.   ' 
NORFOLK. VA 23511-1702



I
UNCLASSIFIED

DOWNGRADED TOi

IHE STOgT OF 'TH 

88P AIKB05K5 DIVISION

BATTLE OF 1HS BELGIAN^BULSE

IN Tim; sisa^Risii jyrasjgffi 

ON TEE POip HUSH

TABLE OF CONTMTS

Section I  - PRSFACiE
II ... DIVISION COMMANDER'S REPORT 

III ... OBBOJTOLOGY 
IT - DISTKLBCJTTON 

V - aHAI^S

MAPS: OSCB 4041, 1/25.000, all quadrants of sheets 80, 92, 106; N
end S portions of sheets 81, 93, 107

GSCB 4414, 1/25,000, sheets 5303, 5304, 5603, 5604

GSGS 4040, 1/50,000, sheets 70, 80, 81, 92, 93

GSGS 4507, 1/50 :,000, shssts 19 9 20, 21

^ V .

, A 4-

This Document is 
Secret are downgraded to
General 82d Airborne Divisi

Portiong of it mark»d 
toy authority of

R. H. WIMECKE, 
Colonel, a.S.C. 
Chief of Staff

fetterolfs
Rectangle



SECTION I - PREFACE

Presented herewith is a written and graphic report of operations carried tut 
by the 82d Airborne Division in the celebrated battles of "Tiie B«l0ian Bul,;,e" in 
BELGIUM and GERMANY during December, 1944, and January and February, 1945.

This reeordj written as it is in the tersej military language employed in such 
reports, can merely hint at the almost indescribable difficulties faced - and mas­ 
tered - by both the combat and service echelfins of the Division*

In brief, the 82nd Airborne Division, still awaiting reinforcements and much 
re-supply at its base camps in the general area of RHEBB, FRANCE, moved 150 miles 
with its first combat elements going into position in less than 24 hours and the 
entire Division closing in a new combat area in less than 40 hours from the time 
of the initial alert. It fought, stopped, and held against the best Divisions the 
Gerfi^n leader, Field Marshal TON RUNSTEDT, could pit against it, protecting the 
North shoulder'of the Allied line, preventing the G3MAN break-through from turning 
North to LIEGE, S&LGIUM, and providing a safe area through which trapped Allied 
units could withdraw from the break-through area. Thii it did despite the fact 
that its lines at times stretched more than 25,000 yards, Thea f turning to the 
offense, the Division set the pace for other units, forcing the enemy back through 
his famed 3IEGFREID LINE.

Men fought, at times, with only rifles, grenades and knives against GEHviAN 
armor. They fought with only li^t weapons in waist-deep snow, in blizzards, in 
near zero temperatures and in areas where heavy forestation and the almost total 
lack of roads presented problems that only men of stout hearts and iron determin­ 
ation could overcome.

*
The battles of "THE BULGE", ranking on a par with the brightest victories in 

the Division's history, also proved again that plans and material are important 
but the most important essential of all is a fighting heart, a will-to-win. To 
the officers and men of the line goes full credit for the brilliant record they 
made in the name of the 82d Airborne Division,

JAMES M. GAVIN 
Major General, USA, 

Commanding



i II - D'tVISIONSGOyy-ANDER'S

- - .The 82d"Airborne Division, was. located at Camps Suippes/and Sissonne, France . 
undertaking normal ground divisional training when, on December 17, 1944-, first 
orders were'received to move to' the.east. ..At about 1930 hours, while at. dinner 
with the Staff, I received feo '.pireactoal'l from Colonel Eatori, Chief of Staff, 
XVIII Corps (Airborne). 'He .stated that/he- had just, received a call-from'SHMF 
to the effect that th-3 situation on the front ( tc the east, appeared to be critical;- 
that the airborne divisions were, to be'prepared'to /neve 24 hours after daylight 
the following day; that the Corps Commander, General,Ridgway, was in England and 
could not be contacted immediate.!.-',. I instructed' Colbnal Eaton to issue orders 
to the Commanding General of the 101st' Airborne Division, Brigadier General 
McAuliffe, to prepare'immediately i'cr movement i,n acccrdmico. with the SH-AEF 'esti­ 
mate, 24 hours after daylight. I assembled n:y Staff in the Division War Room'at ' 

. .2000"'hours. 'I .had ilsteaaoi to a rsdio news brocd^as't at 1800 hours and was aware 
of the fact'that a German penetration was'being rraue in the direction of St. Vith.

. The division was ready for a quick- move, .since, because.of our.past, and usual 
quick commitments, we" have maintained a high degree of readiness as a standard -" 
operating procedure. ' A basic load, of. ammunition wr.s in the hands of each regiment. 
ccffl»lete in all -respects. Two "K". and,-two "D" ration^ for tte Division were''-at . 
.hand 'and could be 'distributed in a.matter of hours. All/weapons, uniform and

  ._. . -equipment were up to an operating standard. The, Staff assembled at 2000 hours   
, : when the initial directive- was issued that started their planning.

I called General I'arch'at Csap Suippes at about.'1945 hours, .giving him.the- 
..... situation.and alerting hi/r for the move. Unit Commanders at'dump Sissonne were 

../ assembled with ,the-Staff .In the "Jar Room at 2100 hours when the situation was 
outlined to-'them and a tentative plan-for the movement to-Bastongne issued. At

-;.. ,, ;.abo-ut 2130 hours I received a.call from the Chief of Staff,.' XVIII Corps (Airborna) 
who. said .that 'Corp?? h-id orders to move vri.t,bout delay in the direction of Bastogne 
where. further orders would be received.' -He also said that Corps was to 'be attache 
to^he First United Spates Array. After further, discussion I decided that the 82d > 
AL.v :̂ orne Division would move approximately one hour -after daylight and move- in the 

....: '.^ dl^rc^.icn of Bastogne. The 101st Airborne Division was to move at 1400 hours, 18'- 
' 'Decciabeiij .also in the-direction of Ea^togns. At that time Oise Base Section"was

devoting .nil its efforts to pulling in all transportation/off 'the roads to pro- 
    ; vicfo the'necessary lift for both divisions,, - . ' '

- y At 2330 I -left'with vy G-l,'/.,., Ool; 'Ali'rod'" '?.  Ireland,, and my '^.ide-/ Captain 
'Hugb V. Cason, for the command por:-- of the First United States Army at. Spe, The'

 ' -'-'driW "fas very cu fficult tue'to tho goneral condition-of. the. roads, rain and-fog, 
and' J tha absence of bridges on a nv;abe:f of inportant hip,hv;ays, ' I-reported to Gen- 

' erai Hodges in person at about 0900 hours 18 December, At' that, time tha situation 
appeared rather vague. The 'first reports of enemy contact at StaVelot were, just 

.coming in. It -was'reported that an enemy force at St.avelot had driven ,cur troops 
across the river arid had :::uec:eoxied in capturing and. destroying a large mao supply.' 
They apparently blew'the bridge upon driving out our-forces. The situation south

.- and. west of Stavelot was unknown exept. that 1 the .enemy had evidently overrun our.
. front positions.  ' There appeared-to be a large force of U." S. troops centere^. on'
 - 3t« Vith. There- also'appeared to be a lar-'-e pocket on the 106th Division

snrroi.ind.3d .in the Eifel. (   ' . ' -.   ..   
; . ,   -       /

/vfter s-en:o. staff discussion, the Ccra-nanding General, First U. ,S, Army decided 
^••to f.ttach the o?d Airborne Division to. V Corps. It vras to clos': in an. area in the 

vicinity of "Jerb-omont. The 101st ,'irborne Division was to be attached'to VIII .
-Corf.;.j -and^ would assemble'-in the vicinity of .Bastogne.. I placed a request vath tht

-.First '.'•, S. Army for tanks, TD's, 4.2's and medium artillery, ':J.n-d left the' DP for 
.'-Werrtiont 4 .-.t this time there was considerable movement west of service and com-.

  mand IP.stall"tions in and. around Spa. It was apparently being evacuated. '''.

I I arrived, at '"eraomont, stSfeppbdiaimutely 'mdd-afternoon and immediately made, a 
i- .reccnnaissance of the entire area. It offered excellent'defensive possibilities,"
   being the do/rdniinj:, terrain "for'many miles from the crossroads at Vjc.rbomo'nt.. At'
   abcnt .1600 hours.'1 contacted -an.engineer platoon at the bridge at Kablament.- The 

bridge was prapr-red for demalition. and they reported the Gernians were .in the im­ 
mediate vicinity, coining over the main highway frorr. Trois-Ponts-. At that time a

- "number of -civilianf; we're'very exc-itedly moving west on the Trois-Fonts^Ei/erbomont"
 road. They all stated that the Gonnans had passed Trois-Ponts.and; were "coming 

... .this, .way".'  _ I 'made a reconnaissance dcvn\ the vslley from Ho.blomoht" to tee ..mbleve
-River but encountered no enemy or hi\y indication of his whereabout^.. One bridge
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I /t about 1630. hours I left for Bastogne to me ,t . General KcJailiffe. ^ " '  
i " ' '',...

."' I reported to the VIII Corps CP in Bastogne and had a short conversation' with 
General-Tiddleton and. talked to ids G-2 and G-3, ^t thai/ time the Corps CP was * 
preparing'to move. The situation v  .;-: very varue-. ' The, 28th;. Division .officers £ 
presont seemed'to feel that their division had been overrun, although they were ": 
uncertain of its whereabouts. I ffiottGo.no ral Fc.,',ulii'fc', gave him his orders that 
he was to assemble in Bastogne, reporting to the Ck-sotr Commander of the,,VIII Corps, 
and I left, moving north:'arid passing through Houffalise shortly after dark. I • • 
.arrived in '-leromdnt at approximately 2000 hours and abcut that; time the first ' ' 
."large group' of 82d vehicles statted arriving. _  , . .

A coriimahd post vras established and troops disposed as rapidly as .they arrived. 
Drivers and'troops were very tired, having by this tine been up for two nights. 
."11 during the night the staff worked, on closing the vehicles into the' 'Jerbomont ar 
area., ./.bout two hours' after daylight December 19th the division closed in. that are:

In the' meantime the first enemy contact was made at Hablemont. ^ road block   
of the 30th Division was  contacted b 1 -' a German armor.eel reconnaissance party at ; 
about 19QO hours the 18th. I visited the locality at daylight December 19th_and : 

- found jfebout five armored- vehicles, armored, cars and Sp's, knocked .out, with several.
German dead lying .about the rood. ..'.boat a platoon of 2nd Bn, 119th Infantry was ^ 

; present. They reported that all of their road 'block'party proper, despite -having^ 
' knocked out the German reconnaissance party, -had either been .killed or captured or; 
I had .moved east. It appeared quite clear that this was a reconnaissance party of a' 
\ Berma-n armored column that had been endeavoring to move from Troise-P<onts to VJer- |. 
j- bcmont and. had succ.eded in crossing the river at Forge. The Hablemont bridge-was | 
r'blown., .'.t daylight, December 19, it was _learned that the north-south road from f 
| Bastogne to "Jerbomont had been cut by the G-cnnans in the vicinity of Kouffalize. - 
* The depth of this penetration was unknown, but there were rumors from truck drivers 

v ' that the Germans were on the road in the vicinity of Hotton. _

.'t 1100 hours, December 19 ir"'crs'.wico cadeivdcirfeo dispatch one infantry *
  battalion and one platoon of TD's to the area north of Rotten to block and clear *' 
all a.-;-^roaches from Hotton"to the :>   rth, northwest and northeast. Permission was

 ". later obtained from the. Corps Commander to serf this battalion to Barveaux.

  During the afternoon of December 19 information and orders were received from 
Headquarters XVIII Corps (.'irbornc), yrhich had been established about one'mile 
north of "Jerbomont, that First .'.my was to hold'along the general line Stoumont- 
Stavelot-FalYiedy and counterattack in the direction olx T-rois-Fonts to halt the 
enemy's advance to.the northwest.. The XVIII Corps (.'Irborne) assumed command .of 
th-3 sector generally south of the .mbleve River to include Kouffalize.

'   ,   . v

In compliance with instructions received from Corps Headquarters, the 5'04th .-
Parachute Infantry advanced and seized the high ground northwest of Rahie'r and the;
505th Parachute Infantry advanc-ed and seized the h&gh ground in the vicinity of :
Haut-Bodeux. The 508th Parachute Infantry"sent one company to the crossroads one :

; mile east -:i Bra. The regiment, less one company, occupied' the high ground in the-'
'vicinity of Chevron. The 325th Glider Infantry remained at'"Jerbomont, having sent,
.the third battalion to the vicinity of Barvaux "and one company to the.crossroads ;
^at Maiihay. These dispositions were consolidated'during the night cf" December -
|19-20 and patrols pushed to the. front to-gain contact with the-enemy.- ' ?

I 'Shortly after daylight, December 20, I met Colonel Seuben Tucker, 5Q4th Com-I 
|mand.ing officer, in the" town of Rahic-..r at which time he had just receive I iintel- f 
(ligenee from civilians to the effect that approximately 124 vehicles, including f 
^"approximately 30 tanks ,^ had moved through the town the-.afternoon before, moving s
:'in the direction of Cheneux. .. . . : '_,   ..,.-.

, .The informal en. appeared, to .1:^ 're all able. It posed, some .interesting problems. 
It appeared that the Germans hnd govon ,uo .hope'-cf crossing the creek, obstacle at '•',   
Hablemont with their heavy .armor arr.;. had turned.'to'the- main road through Stou- 2 
/mont-LaGlicse. If this'-we re the cr.^, : the soizarc of'the bridge over the .mbleve 
_ River at Cheneux r/as imperative if. -choir futhor .mrvsr.cnt vr'r.s' to'be .blocked.

I ordered Colonel Tucker to move into the town cf Cheneux without delay and, 
conditions permitting, to.seize thy bridge. It was imperat^e. that the bridge be 
seized. If 125' armorc' ^jfcjples engaged .the. 50/4 th in thojdHEbtry around Rahier 
we were in for some "nxiq]^.coments, but v/e had ccme a lon^j^.y' tc find the German



 'V . 
arid we had beaten in the past better units than these appeared to be, even with
our limited means, so there was but one thing to. do and that was to close, with 
the enemy 'as, rapidly as possible and destroy him by any means possible. But -the 
seizure of the bridge was. imperative. - * - . ,  

  Initial contact was made at the western exit of Chenoux by a patrol which y 
had been sent from Rahier by the first battalion of the 504th. They fired on a . 
German motorcyclist v;hc was accompanied by a small patrol. Contact was first' 
made on the ridge one-half mile west cf Cheneus.. -This small -patrol was followed- 
by approximately a company of Germans moving along the ridge*. They were engaged' 

  at once and a heavy fight took place., -lasting all day Ion?. This German -force, 
we knew now, was the advance guard of a reinforcement battalion of the first SS 
Panzer Division. The 1st ".battalion of the 504th drove them back into Cheneux, 
the battalion commander setting up his command post in a building in the western 
limits of' Cheneux on the main road during the ho.u.rs of darkness of the first 
night. During the day firing ooald be heard and some vehicular .movement could 
be observed in the direction of La;"lieze.

/ 

I went to the 505th Parachute Infantry where' I found that they had contacted 
some engineers who remained in Xr ' ' s -Fonts, They had occasionally been under 
fire, but no German force had mover.: through the town. Ail -civilians in those 
northern regimental areas reports- ' th'.b mcoy Germans and much armor', had parsed 
through. The situation south of tr.e 505th in the direction of Vielsalm- was vague. 
Reconnsissance was pushed in. that dire

On the afternoon of December 20 at about 1600 hours I was called to Head­ 
quarters VXIJI Corps (Airborne) to receive orders fcr and advance to the -Vielsalm-' 
Hebronval line. In the meantime contact had' been established with a German S3 
force later identified as the Iff SS ranger Division at Cheneux. First contacts 
indicated, that they were well .equippe ' ana 'reasonably trained troops who 'would 
give us -a- food fight. It was' with some difficulty that our first prisoners were 
taken. At about 1$30, prior to 1 (saving the division advance CP, which ?ras now-   
established at Hablerriont, I had all unit commanders assembled, including the 
battalion commanders cf the 508th. It was felt V'-.at speed .was vital and if we.' 
were to move to. Vielsalm with the .mission to. bo assigned us by XVIII Corps (Air- 
bcruo), wo had to movs without -.delay, regardless of conditions .of light or darknes

  At Sorps Headquarters I received, 'information that they were" advancing to the
-southeast and establishing an active defense along tho Une Viclsalm-Hebrohval- 
Laroche: that this division, fi2d SLJrborne, would establish a defensive .line from 
contact with the. 30th Division, in the viqinity of LaGleize/ to. Chenoux-Trois- 
Pents -Grand Halloux-Viclsalrn-Saljnchate-iu-Hcsbrcnval, _Contact was to be immadia'tely 
ostablishdu vath^ units - reportedly cut off in the area 1 of Vielsalm-St. Vith. The- 
Third Armored Division waason our right and was to hold the sector from 'Hebronval 
west. ' ' - - ' '

'Orders to accomplish this were issued at the divisional CP at Hablemont shor 
ly before dark, December 20. Units moved promptly and by daylight were on 'their 
objectives,- well organized' and orcijrred te defend. Zegimunts were in the line 
in the order, left to right:' 504, 505, 503; 325. One battalion of the 325 was 
held in division reserve in the vicinity cf LaVaux, -'The division forward CP was 
established in the town of Liernc,i:x at the railroad crossing on the northern edge, 
of the town. - ' :  

In. Viols aim contact was mads with General H'asbrouck who had established .the 
CP of the 7th Armored Division in the town. The Division was* then 'fighting arounr" 
St. Vith. ' rest of Vielsalm, -General Jones had os.tabiisheri. the'CP of the 106thh 
Division at Renccveaux. From a visit tc both of these- officers I .learned that 
the- 7th Armored,' Division, exeot for battle losses, T.'.:IS intact and .fighting with 
unit integrity. The 106th Division" aopeared to be rather badly chewed up 'and had 
but cne regiment,, the 424tl-i Inf-antry, remaining, with some division artillery and
 divisional units. 'There we.ro 'also present a regiment rf the 28th -Division, ' ' 
the 112th' Infantry, in addition to .a number of Corps' .and larger, units such as 
medium artillery.

On the left of the division very heavy fighting was taking place in the vi­ 
cinity 'cf Cheneux where th*> German 1st SS Panzer Division was making a desperate 
and all-out effort tc drive- out- the first battalion of "the 504th. Further south 
at Trois-Porits, and extending down to Grand Kalleux, determined, apparently, well 
planned and executed attacks were being made with increasing strength against the 
very thinly held front of the 505.th. .On the south, the 506th and 'the 325 'had no - 
contact with i: °"' e enemy. The Division Reconnaissance Platoon was pushed south.

- 3 -  . ' '



Information available indicated that the Germans 'were moving in. great strength' to 
.the. \;.,jst, having- passed Hou'ffalize, nnd we re. moving, towards the. Mouse- River. The' 
: Third Armored. Division, /which was supposed to tas on the division's risht, could  
not be contacted. I believe that- on this -date a reconnaissance party may have.
established contact. '-,'". - - . -

- . -     ^ .
.On December 21 I visited the CP's of the '7-th- .x-nored ,?.nd 106th Divisions 

with the -Corps Commander of XVIII Corps (Airborne), General Ridgw,ay. . The situa- 
topm om'-tje vocemotu r>f St. 'Vith-. appeared to bo critical." The town was boing 
.'overwhelmingly attacked in several directions arid there appeared to be -little 
'prospect' -of pr eventing- its being cutv off'. The Corps Commander informed me that 
'his original plan was; for the 30th Division to attack, south from S.tatfelot to re- . 
'-lieve-tho situation at St., Vith end for the Third Urindred to attack on the right 
..on .the 82d so as to drive in 'the -'"'ercians moving. to : the. west. ' On this, date, De­ 
cember 21, however, only -the 'narro^/ncck. 'of- land froa Viclsalm to Salmchateau, ' 
held by. the 82d i Airborne Division, connected the St. Vith forces with remaining 
forces of the First 'a-my.   Its "retention, would be. decisive. ' . "  ' .  

The fighting at Cheneux v/as incre-isin.f ...in bitterness. .On this ' date the firs.
. 'battalion of the, 504th, assists:' by a 'contpany. of the third battalion ' of that regi-' 
'merit, made a 'find, ail-out assault on the German 3 ..in that town and in close hand- 
to-hand fighting, many of the n?.rackuto troo-s- .mooing aboard t'ho German half- ' '
-tracks and knifing the Germans at their posts, the Germans were-, driven back across 
the A-nblevo River ''n.d our troop.s seised 'the bridge, 'in this at,tack we destroyed 
a considerable .amount x-f rmor and killed and .captured many' Germans f ro/ii' the '

.-.1st ' S3. f P o-nzer Division. -. .   .'.'>  ' '

Farther to. the south and east, the- 505th Parachute. Infantry -was having very 
, hard fighting with the remainder of the 1st S3' Panzer Division. ;The . 505th had 
init.ial.ly sent a covering force east of the Salm River in the. '-vicinity of Troi's- . 
Fonts-.. Through sheer wright'. of numbers this small force -was finally driven to 
the 'river line whore it held, '. Being very, much" overextended, the regiment managed 
to hold, by diagnosing or estimating the point of German -main effort from time, to , 
time and. then marshalling al.1 available infantry as quickly as possible and .beating
-off t'h'e attack 'at 'that point.- This process was repeated, v/here. necessary, day 
and night until finally the German attacks .waned -in their, intensity about December 

;23r> '. \ - -' . - - ' . ' ' :

The 508th Parachute Infantry 'on the Viels'aer-Salmc bateau front was without 
'enemy ..contact exept for patrols.. The. 325th Glider Infantry, aided by -the Division. 
Redonaaissance Platoon, had establisherl contact with enemy, forces. .several .miles 
south of their front lines 0 .     , - -   1

-- ... .On December 21 fc.wainihBtiari'JiCvIo-Eybyhtihe Corps Commander to make a reconnais- 
, ss'nce of the divisional area vath a vic;\r to withdravang after the extrication of - 
 the St. Vith forces 'to a suitable- defensive position that would tie'. in .with '-the 
divisions on my right and left. To date no firm contact had b'eeh established with 

' the 'Third Armored Division» The merits of 'the present defensive position were- 
discussed and it 'was agreed - that . .ths Thier-duMont line offered, splendid defensive ' 
possibilities provided it could -be continued on cur right t > 'As well as I- .coul-d (   
determine, however, there were no 'friendly troops exopt light reconnaissance- ele­ 
ments west 'of Hebronval'w '- ; , - . - .

! ' ' f '

I objected to the" withdrawal but the Corps- Commander 'explained that regard­ 
less of my mshes in the matter it might' be necessary 'to require the 'division 'to 
withdraw. It was' quite evident at this time that if a na'jor -German attack' develop­ 
ed from, the south, threatening the right of, the division;, its continued' occupation 
of .the salient oxtendirig out -to Vielsalm would be; costly in life ?.n:! to no advan­ 
tage after the extrication cf the St. Vith forces. It was emphasized by the, - 
Corps Commander that -it was absolutely necessary to secure properly, the withdrawal. 
of the St.- Vith 'forces -by holding' and. defending our -present positions.. '  

-  - ^' A reconnaissance was undertaken rii,! at its completion it was. quite1 clear. 
that there was but one reasonably- good defensive pos.ition and that ''the re was but 
one reasonably good' defensive position and. that was the Trois-Pcnts  Basso-Bodou'x- 
Bra-Manh'iy line, / .It the direction cf the Corps Commander a reconnaissance was als f 
mqde of a position farther to the rear, ̂ gcnerMly along the Cheneux-Rahier-Chevron- 
V-Jerbomont line. On December '22- 1 v;ent to Vf<uahay where I met General Rose, com­ 
manding .the Third Armored Division. He' stated that .he' was crvering'a concentratioi

. of other forces .and thj^fchis front was so exten'.Ied that J^c.^cculiV-nct occupy and 
hold in strength the t«Rin wast -of Hebronval. . : "^



From ny viewpoint, it was obvious that ti* loss of Regns-Uerueus rWgo woull 
rrsujt in the complete noutralization of, the defensive capabilities of the jr-i^m
-oortion of the division sector. This'ridge dominated the entire road not fr.-o.i

' Vie'lsaln to Bra, , This was the only road .not south of the Trois-ponts—Werboawnt
road s . In addition, all of the'division's installations and div&.iicn artillery
-7fcre locatdd iii the lierneux-Goronne-Vielsalm valley. Accordingly, 'orders .were 
IFsued to the'325th Glider'infantry to extend its right flank;and seize and hold 
Kcgno and the ridge extending north therefrom. -This ridge had to.fce held at any 
e os t c , ' ' ./••''" ' /

On the afternoon of December 22'an enemy' force of approximately 100 vehicles , 
of all tyoes preceded by about 25 tanks advanced north through Ottre. The tanks 
entered Joubieval. They were permitted to close up, then brought under devastating 
artillary fire.. Artillery observers who remained on the .outpost line on the ridge 
immediately north of Ottre kept the column under close observation aBdappfer^;:^'of 
effective artillery fire-on it. This unit was later identified as a portion of 
the 2d SS Panzer Division. 'At 1700, December 22, the ottpost of the 325 was forced 
to withdraw. The enemy build-up was increasing in intensity on our southern front.

. At the direction of the Division Commander, the Division Engineer conducted 
a thorough study and reconnasissance of the southern portion of the division sector. 
It became clearly evident that the German .could-not bring armor to bear against • 
the sector anywhere between Saimchateau and the Frait'ure crossroads except by 
bringing it up the Petito-Langlir road, and If the Potite-Langlir bridge could be 
blown he would be incapable of bringing armor to bear anywhere within this 10,000 • 
yard gap without approachingup the main road towards Saimchateau, which was will 
covered. ••

The possibility of canalizing his armored attack was obvious and stops we're 
taken to take advantage of this. Early on December 22 orders were issiied to the 
Engineer Battalion to move without delay and prepare the Petite-Langlir bridge 
for demolition and to destroy it upon hostile threat. Thprough and detailed prep­ 
arations wer.e made, poss.ibly too thorough, because as the' domolitifbn party mc'/ed ' 
south from Ottre it encountered'a large group of German vehicles coming northward. - 
The Germans had the bridge. This was-at about 1400 hours. Evidently thoroughness 
in preparation had cost us the bridge.

During the night of December 22-23 an engineer patrol, lead by Major J« C. H. Lee, Jr*, made its way behind the enemy lines to the bridge over the crtiok ocuth 
of Pptite-Langlir and destroyed the bridge, while it was actually.being ustd by 
Gerry n vehicles.. • They.displayed unusual gallantry and perseverance in'the per- • 
formanse of their task. _.' ' . . . .

In the following 24 hours enemy pressure built up in intensity all along the 
southern front. It was easily handled south of Thier^u»Mont.. The enemy; however, 
showed promise of getting entirely out.of hand on the right, apparently wide openn 
beyond Regne, Returning to the left flank, the German, forces -ppeared to 'ibe cut 
off in the .vicinity of LaGlelze but were fighting.a-very intense engagement'/ with 
the 30th Division'on our left. Their Occasional isolated efforts to cross tiiie : 
Ambleve River.were easily clen.lt with by small, patrols from the. 5p^ih Front Ir'nf*

•I therefore ordered the release of the Division reserve battalion of the 325 •
-to the Regimental Commander of that regiment arid ordered one battalion of the ,50/t, 
the 2d. Battalion, to move at once to the ridge 5,000 yards southwest of Lierneux, 
These, tfoops went'into position during daylight >f.December 23, On this date the " 
onemy attacked in considerable strength and overran the town of Rogne. The 325 
'•'/as ordered to counterattack and. retake the town.- 'The retention of this ridgs was 
niost vital if ,the Division.was to accomplish its mission of extricating the St. 

.Vith forces. Supported by;Attached armor and with unusual gallantry and elan, the 325 attaokr4 .and retook .the town and held--it until later ordered to withdraw.

It -was on this occasion that the Regimental Adjutant of a regiment of the 2d 
SS Panzer Division was captured with the orders for the advance of the following 
dgcy.. In the confusion incident to the retakirfg of the town by the 325, he had been .r-.f-.rjb forward by his Regimental Commander to', learn the time situation. During this 
rec jKnaisonnce he found himself- aboard a motorcycle side' car in the outskirts of 
Ite-gne when our troops were retaking the town. He was captured with the 'town and 
had the orders on his person. They proved to b'< ' of great value, since they gave us definite information of the enemy's intentions for the following several days.
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-It was .becoming increasingly evident that the German ..\KO c'ar.'f- rirr.nv;:-'  :  ' .:.-tl-- 
,. ate;u reach; "Jerbomont and move north towards Aywa.-'.lle and Ltigt... C:x.o.--u.:ll }'A ..'..-• '• 
.liigslea,' Commanding Officer of the 325th Glider Infantry, was ordered to e   : .,-:. >iu 
i)iS' right flank to include the Fraiture ridge. No firm contact with the 3d Ar­ 
mored Division, on our right appeared possible.     . .

The Fraiture crossroads began to assume increasing importance:. Inquiry was 
made on several occasions of the Commanding .General of .XVIII Corps. '-(Airborne) as 
to what was 'being .done to insure its retention* On- December 22 I made a personal 
reconnaissance from Eevigne to Fond de ia Justice, to Manhay. Quite a number of 
armored, vehicles we,re in the vicinity of Manhay and "some were en the ridge lg 
miles, south thereof » The 3d Armored Division CP was in. Manhay. A conversation 
with the 'Division. Commander made it apparent that .they 'were incapable of eovr.if.ting 
sufficient strength' to' the crossroads to guarantee its retention by -our trv  -<«.

From my view point, i£s less would mean' that German armor which we hrvl -suc­ 
cessfully turned back from Trois-Ponts to Regne, with the aid of both terra.'.,r. -and 
a very active defense, would bypass the Division an-d occupy the Lierneux-Regne 
ridge mass, thus preventing us from accomplishing our present mission of covering 
the withdrawal of the St. Vith troop's. I accordingly ordered Colonel Billingslea ., 
to again extend his right flank and 'to include in his defensive organization the 
cross-roads southwest of Fraiture. This he did by sending Company F, under the 
command of Captain Woodruff to the area. The situation all along the southern 
front was becoming critical when I visited the battalion commanders of the 325th 
several times during the period Decemteer 22-24. On the afternoon of December 23, 
at about 1700 hours, .1 checked the dispositions along the Fraiture ridge. At this 
time riflemen were scattered 100 to 200' yards apart. There was a little antitank 
defense, and the possibility of defending the ridge against a major German attack 
appeared nothing less than fantastic-. On 'the other hand, nothing could be spared. 
from the other fronts, since the situation was much the same in other sectors, r
 although the threat was not as great. .The attacks of the 1st SS Panzer Division 
on our left began to wanfc. - ' . '  

On the afternoon of December 23, at about 1730 hours, I arrived at the' CP of 
Captain Gibson in the. town of Fraiture. It was then under heavy mortar fire. A 
considerable volume of small arms fire could be heard to the south and west. -3CR  
300 contact was \made with Captain Woodruff at the crossroads* He stated that he 
was under terrific attack which was completely engulfing his small unit. I moved 
on f DC t from Fraiture 'towards the crossroads and managed to reach the&dge of the
*:edo several .hundred yards beyond' the town..

It was clearly evident that the attack 'at the crossroads was an all-out af­ 
fair. of great 'magnitude. As it developed, it was the attack of a regiment of the 
2d SS Panzer Division supported' by attached armcr, attacking with the mission of 
driving up the main highway to Werbomcnt.' The one company was soon completely . 
overrun. During the. hours of darkness, in desperate, close-quarters fighting, 
Captain 'L odruff managed to 'extricate about £-0 men. They acc'oniiteid for many Ger­ 
mans in fighting their way out, and rejoined their battalion commander in the 
vicinity cf Fraiture. ,

At this point it was evident that' there was nothing 'to 'prevent the German 
forces' from .entering the rear cf the Division area, which was new closely engaged 
along its entire 25^000-yard front.

- I me veil to tho CP of the reserve battalion in the region southwest cf Lior - 
rnvdx,' arriving there qt about d-ark. _I. issue 1 verbal orders to the battalion, c T..-
-.nander, Uajcr '"'lellem's, outlining the situation to him and -direct ing him to .irc.ire 
the right flank as far west as Malempro. I them moved without' delay via Tr. 1,. ,L3 
.Cheiling to Manhay, the .CP of the 3d Armored Division. Here.';l found, one. MP <n 
duty at the crossroads and the tcwn .completely; abandoned. I- then moved witheur, 
delay to Corps Headquarters to. 'explain the situation to theny and obtain further 
assistance in holding the main highway which r/as out of my sector, but the reten­ 
tion cf which was necessary to the accomplishment of my mission.

By t.-lephone Colonel Tucker was toldttc be prepared t; move the 504 Regimental 
Headquarters and one battalion, to the vicinity of Lansival where he wrul 1 take 
over the sector on the right of the Divisicn. Two TD's were moved 'southwest of 
the Division CP at Bra to give it some protection from the direction rf Manhay. 
I returned to the Division . CP at Bra at approximately 2200^ Up'cri my arrival there 
I learned by telephone jjjfy. Corps that Fanhay had fall^g^ the German attacking
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forces.   There seemed to be some doubt about this, however, and due to the darkness
  :n:i confusion it was impossible to determine exactly where anyone was. All units 
vrex'e informed of. the situation and efforts made ti> get, .units un^er control and have 
,-i:he situation in. hand so as'.to be able tc engage the German forces, on reasonably 
favorable terms tit dayligh£.> .' ',. ' .

At about daylight XVIII Corps (Airborne), made available to me CombatitCorrimand 
' B' of the 9th Armored Division under the command of General liogo, which had been; 
withdrawn"from the St. Vith area* General Hoge-reported to my CP at about 0700. 
At about 0545, December 24, Colonel Tucker was 'ordered to leave the smallest .' 

'; possible force in the nQ,rth©rh sector and to move south to .BrlLLgrhmotcr without 
. delay. He had.been given a warning order about 24 hours earlier. At 0645 the 

' 505 was ordered to regroup one-battalion> the 2d, and 'have it prepared to .move in 
.'Division reserve without delpy, warning orders. having been given them to pj-.ep.are . 
v ior this prior to this time* : ,   ' &

At 0820 verbal orders were.issued to General Hoge to hold Malempre until ^ 
Surther orders' to contact the 504 on his left and;the 7th Armored-on his. right. 
The 7th Armored had been.recommitted by SVIII Corps (Airborne) down the main 
road towards 1 Manhay.' Combat'Command B, 9th Armored Division, and the 7th Ar- «Jj 
mored Division were practically exhausted from tha'past week's fighting. THey ~ ' 
were very short of infantry, and in the opinion of General HcgeCCombat Command 
B was incapable of a sustained'' defense or offeaaoe However, Malempre had to 
be held and appropriate orders were issued..; . ' .

At 1316'hours General Hoge reported to me that he was holding Malempre.. 
.The situation in that sector, however, still appeared confused. This.-was further 
added to by the presence in.the area of German troops wearing American uniforms 
and using American armor. It would appear certain that the Germans were fighting 
in Manhay, that they held the ridge.'south and east of Manhay, that wehb.Md / v 
Malempre and that we held Fraitare . Between Malempre and Fraiture the 2d Battal-

  ion of the 504th Parachute Infantry was'fighting in'the woods. This.battalion 
a veteran,, experienced outfit, had as clear a picture, as dould be expected of the 
situation. Numerous Germans were-endeavoring to attack through the woods to the 

."- northeast between Malempre and. Fraiture. There 'was much close, bitter fighting 
and'the Germans were very roughly handled by Major,"Tellem's battalion. He finally 
succeeded in establizing his position and containing' the Germans, although his 
frontage was very great, particularly for the wooded .sector in which he was fight-   . ' 
ing. - The Germans were well equipped and armed and were fighting with unusual' / 
spirit. 'They were from the 2d~ SS Panzer Division.   ' . ' /

,   During the day of December 24 Colonel Tucker brought up his full regiment" >»'"^ 
less .one battalion which he had left at .Cheneux to contain the, forces north of ,*£ £ 
the river.' That battalion,was charged*-with holding the'Amblove River line from g ̂ 
immediately, north of Trois-Ponts to where contact waa /established with the 30th 3 £ 
Division in .'the vicinity of La Gloize, a frontage/of; approximately .12,000 - - '' . £ 
15,000 yards_. much of it closely wooded country 'and broken up terrain., However, \  *  
since the situation was so criticii on tho right, and the German atttick had ap- Q 
parently been beaten .off on the left, no other coursa of action appeared p'racti- '35 
cable at the moment. The, 505. appeared'"to have all'it could do to continue to *j 

__  hold 'the Trois-Ponts - Grand Halleux line and the 508 was becoming heavily en- 
'g^g-e-i .on the Vielsalm-Salmchateau-Joubieval line, .

 ;  In accordance with the'warning order given me by the Corps Commander, sim­ 
ilar warning'orders were.given to unit commanders to be prepared to withdraw if

." -jaecessary tc the Trois-Ponts ,- Erria-Manhay line.. Early on December 24, Therelcre 
t-hay were_directed to make >small unit reconnaissance of the defensive position'.-, 
and t--,<eotprs were .allotted and missions .assigned, A conference was helc! at Head- 
qucrters XVIII (fforps (Airborne) at about 1330 hours, December 24th, at which time 
orders were issued for the voluntary withdrav;al to the Corps defensive pcsiLio^.
 '3i.vl.sion pJrans'Were completed and orders issued .during the afternoon to effect 
the witlmr?maL :3t-artj.n g after darkness.' ; .   '

I was greatly concerned with the attitude of the troops toward the ..with- - 
dravral, the Division having 'never ma ;.e a'withdrawal in.its combat history. The 
German was using tvery artifice conceivable .-,tc'.create doubt an,d confusion in the' ' 
minds of-American fighting u±j.t.s. He was using our arms, equipment and vehicle., 
.frequently leaving their ovm abandoned and disabled at bottlenecks cii the ro.aJSo 
False.messages were being used'-and Germans in American officers' uniforms were ' 
known to be, in the rear areas, ' One trooper, who later was recaptured, wrs cap­ 
tured by Germans in American uniforms ' in the vicinity of Tri le Chesling.

'   -  n • . ' • • ~~ (    . '



AD. o? t ;'!fc5^ factors m£"<G the prospects of r, watVidravr:?..].. ;r.j.-?t ar; 
t-ho .2.',th. 3'  ovblished c''/.aem,~;ran-.lu,!i to be read t>c ^b 3 trocoo. .-* . r.i 
fsc-s in the operation with which we were confronted, and I spa 
ing until after midnight visiting -the'troops of all battalions.

In all of the: operations'in-which we.-havenparticipated in our two years .cf . 
' combat an-d they have been many of multitudinous tyoes, I have never seen a better " 
SXpSuted opeation than the withdrawal en Christmas Eve. The troops willingly 
and promptly carried into execution all the withdrawal plans, although they openly 
and frankly criticized it and failed to understand the necessity for it. But

- everybody pitched in and the withdrawal went smoothly.  

Christmas Eve was a very cold/ bright moonlight nifejjt. .The .enemy was closely 
engaged mth us on'the entire front from Trois-Ponts to 'Malempre, but there was 
in no cocality any feeling of unusual pressure being exerted against us. -/ill unit 
Commanders, down to Platoon Leaders I believe, felt that they had the situation 
well under contr 1. ' The rear area, exept for some medium artillery which had 
been abandoned"in fields off the main roads, was completely cleared of the St. 
Vith pocket forces..  

'The withdrawal started shortly after dark. Covering shells-were to be with- 
' drawn at four A.M. The-307 Abn .Engr Bn suopprted the vdthdrawal by blowing 
bridges ove.r the Saim .River,'laying minefields and the establishing roadblocks. .Th. 
worked very well on the right with the 50A and the"325. The 508 was'attacked in 
great force and had some close and intense fighting at the bridges >over the Salm' 
River before it finally withdraw. Its shell on Thier-du-Mont was.'apparently-cut 
.off, .'out finally made its way bafek under the' command of Major Ta-'lcr without the 
lo'ss of a single man.- All the troops, exept for the shell, "were in the valley 
in the vicinity of Gorronne where I saw them about 2"00 hours, and everything was   
going, smoothly. - ' '

At about 2300 hours I passed through St, 'Jadques on the way to the 505th Prch/ 
Inf Command rost, which was at Dairoment. At St.-'Jacques I met a platoon in a 
deployed formation moving nqrth. They said they believed'that there'was a large 
force of Germans-in the area ana that they were looking for them. I went to the 
regimental GP, Here an unusual situation was becoming apparent. Earlier in the 
night a report was" received from vehicle-drivers that while driving their jeeps 
on a road in the vicinity of Basse-Bodeux they observed troops wearing full field 
'equipment walking in the woods towards the east. These troops hit the ground and 
 took cover, generally acting very evasive. . Later, in-the -night a lineman, afaeck- - 
ing his lines, had his jeep shot up by what he guessed were German troops in the 
rear area.   This accounted for the platoon, that I had met at St. Jacques being 
on its mission 'of clearing. Ger/naas from the rear area. ' . -

' I talked to the regimental commander about the situation and he- believed that- 
at-this-time a force-of approximately 500. Germans were'somewhere in the regimental 
rear area moving to the e?.st, Their presence could'hardly be accounted for unless 
they had escaped from the La Gleize-Stcumont -pocked. At first we did not believe 
that their were German troops in the-area, but,piecing together all available- 
intelligence seemed to.-establish the fact unmistakable. At this 'time the regiment 
was under .some pressure along'the river line and had left a company 'in three ;, 
platoon positions at the most likely crossing sites as a. shell to cover the with- 
drav-al would continue as planned; that by daylight the '505 would be on its defoti-, - 
.sive'position rath the area to its front vri.red.and mined, and'that it' wuld be * 
prepared to'defend that position at all costs.in coordination with the units on 
its right and left. This made it impractical for the regimental commander to 
divert any of his forces.to a task of searching for the Germans. Orders were   , 
issued to proceed to new positions as previously- planned and to be on the alret
-for loose German forces.. ,. • ' '•','. :

Several hours before daylight one nlatoon"positioned- north' of Grand Halleux 
"w;;.,- attacked by a German force, of great strength. A heavy -fight ensued. A number   
of Germans were killed '.and wounded, as well .as troopers .of the Division. Among 
those captured'was an Americ'an major of the .U.S. 30th Infantry Division. He had 
been captured in earlier fighting afe La Gleize and the force that-was accompanying 
him when captured was a force of approximately 500-800 Germans endeavoring to 
withdraw to their own lines east, of the Salm Fiver. During their" withdrawal they 
were rather well chowed up but they nevertheless succeeded in reaching their lines 
.exept. for several-kilted and captured. On. December 25th=ove realized that we had- '
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I just succeeded in withdrawing through a hostile withdrawing force, which was a 
;rather novel maneuver. ' - .

At daylight, December 25th, all regiments \vere on their'positions, mining and 
wiring were under way and all troops were dig in. Communications were being laid 
under great difficulty because of the monntainous terrainy particularly in the 
504 and 508'sectors. At daylight I joined .Major Gerard, commanding a battalion 
of the 325, in the town of Tri le Chesling on our right flank. Its occupation, 
in which contact was established with infantry.of the ?th Armored Division on our 
right, finally buttoned up our defense. Contact was ilready established with 
'the 30th Division on our left. . ' .

About two days after occupying this position an attack was, made by the 62d 
Votks-Grenadier Division on our left and the 9th SS Panzer Division on cur center. 
The 62d V. G. division in all of its operations provffid to be of very poor quality 
and not well trained. They consistently lost patrols by having them 'destroyed 
by our outposts and they appeared.to be, very vlunerable to .our own patrols. ;

The 9th SS Panzer Division appeared to be much 'better equipped and better 
trained./ They launched an attack up-the main axis from Lierneux to Heblemont, 
hitting the 508 and 504 in' a coordinated effort that was characterized by great 
dash and" courage. The 3d'Battalion of the 508 was completely overrun. The men 
remained, howeverj manning their positions in the housessand foxholes* The bat­ 
talion commander^ Lt Colonel Mendex, obtained the use of the reseire company of 
the 2rl Battalion of the 50^ on his left, counter-attacked with great gallantry 
and determination) and drove.the 9th SS Panzer from his positions^ restoring 
his MLR.» The Storm Troopers' losses were extremely heavy. From one field alone 
62 bodies were later removed.

On interrogation- seme of the Storm Troopers stated that they had been accus­ 
tomed to attacking with such dash and elan, yelling and firing their weapons, and 
the usual'readtion of the enemy was to break and run as the Storm Troopers closed 
with them. They were frankly surprised to find trocps who would man their posi­ 
tions after being overrun. The unit of the 9th SS attacking the 504 after over- 

. riinning the. outpost of the 2d Battalion of that regiment, were stopped'and'driven 
'back. They told an identic!! story of. their attack technique,   '   -

This ended all offensive efforts of the German forces in the Battle of the 
. Bulge. About a week later the division attacked, completely overrunMng the'.62d 
V. G a Division and the 9th SS Panzer .Division, an.:! capturing 2,500,. prisoners, 
including 5 battalion commanders. It regained its former position on the Thier- 
du mpnt heights, . x

From here the Division withdrew to a rest area from which it was later com­ 
mitted to the attack east of St. Vith, attacking through deep snow over thickly 
wooded mountains and overrunning a considerable group of German defensive.forces 
in a constant day and night attack lasting for six days. Ultimately they drove 
into the Siegfried Line to seize Udenbreth and the ridge extending south.

 " >

This attack was the most arduous in the.Division's history and, at its and. 
probably the most betterly fought, but the Division once again entered Germany and 
the seizure of Udenbreth placed the First U. S. Army in a position to attack down 
fidge lines all the way to Benn.

From here the Division moved to the Hurtgen sector -where, as a member of 
XVIII Corps (Airborne) and later III Corps, it. participated in the -advance to the 
Roer Ri'tfer/ Bxept for extensive minefields, extremely difficult road condition 
and hostile artillery fire, the opeaation was not too difficult. The Division 
arrived on th3 R-;er River and.had completed detailed plans for a river, dressing . 
and the seizure of- Mideggen east of the river when it was withdrawn on February 
I?th .and returned to the Sissonno-Suippes, Franco^ aroa.

' - ' "
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,t . ; «>^iO--. : ;>:;.- •-• - 1? DECEMBER 3,944 - • ; " ' •• •• • ?. ' '.?•'" -'• l/'^ -.->•• 
s, .-.-VKi 01 r/' rv.< •-.• ..?••/.._ - — ! —— : —— :"> —— ..-.v • .,:;,.!•••. ••:••* •'A -,.0 /so :..-* 
A v .;*The Division^ engaged in norm&l training-a:c\iyiti§g-, nearjEHEJMS^^FB^ifiE, was 

alertWC at "l?o6Thj&uJs to move into .combat • the following dayr-ft-giftO Jaffa's 
movement order was received directing the Division °bo move by motor at 180900 from 

,J>base camps aaflm^Joncentrate 'in'tae vielni*y of BASTQGNE,-; BELGIUM, where further 
^Instructions would] be forth-coming. ' From general; r inf ojrmatioir available'; then, 

there'-appeared torbe' a; serious GERMjSN penetr&tion in 4Jae yfII;; ! Corgs-/'se.et6r.

[ ' . . 18 DECEMBER; 1944

a,.:, TivfeTiBivislon^^ leading serials left the base camps at SISSONNE «nd 3UIPPES, 
|>, FRANCE, J ; atJ-«900;hburS;;. * Comba'tl^eam component march; unitsi.met at-.SED^afi^^fo- 

s ceAeWS&^^&^^^^'^^f^^^ BELGIUM,. theMdead of the. Diyvisipia coiumn 
.; vas,ldijfec.t8a to^iprofeeed to WERBOMONT. Higher Headquarters had then decided that 

: ;;-the^Di^isI5ftS.w0uia-h©ia the North flank of the penetration., and -the 10l3;t .Airborne 
: ^Div'tEfioft , . the fOujstf flaak.at BASTOGaiE. Roadg wease clogged withrvehicies and 
; refugees'!, The5l^at|Sn--Of*tlhe German advance break- through- elements were- ur. cer- 

; A...sc?B$ning forcepfrom the 119th Infantry was deployed in the vicinity of 
..-- 16- "cover. tfe§ assembly of , the.rp.j.n.iiioa. The iOadinj. serial arrived at
at 1730 hoarse - defensive po^tiions werei organized .without delay, by 

:eacfc, ; uni4;tuponoitSi.arriva;L«''.rSecGrit'y 'and; reconnaissance : measures .were, established 
:at onf ev > - .r, :,;•„•-:.« :;.•-•. -: .'A •.•;•;:• ••• •' •:'•-. •;--.-. ' '•• . •• ...(.. ;/; .... .:.:••

* • oos,£ •'.'•'. .:•:.••,.;. v . •' JtT.T '••''" • -"'',.. ;..--c •- " . ' • ••• .^; ..
- ' : •'••' ; ' -'-"''^ I9.SSCEMBER 1944; £:•• , • \ . -•;:•. » : j..; * •

_
jj. u f • " The. plvjt$|oji c_iLpse4£.lw the VfgRBOMQNTo'area by 1000 hours t - Defensive positions 
were ^mprowea^^^^efiBive'lyi ~.iW v,.-, :.."f4. .fr;.;: wjf-,,,^ / -4-: : r-U '.: ;.. • • .-:.'• 

mrc -• : 325.' Odeyiinf antrv - T«ie 3d Battalion established road blocks in the vicinity

and relieyedi,elements, of ; the 119th
- Infantry;, in 4-ts secjpr4>,*^j^g r^' ,. . •• •;. • /-.•.-;-':;• . ..- •.. • •-;.. ... ,. .• •
L r /: '. SOetfe.jPagoChute Infantrgr^becupiea BASSE BO.EEUX and relieved, elemenjsr of the
••J19th Infantrj:;in its se.c-tj&iyiffij..,;..;^- ;/,:,., .

InJSntrV-: -• rgHy.'€emDany occupied crossroad just North of FLORET,' " ' ' '

oj. 20\: BEGEMBER 1944 -.-•. . • .
:<•'; ;J.i r ' ;"'. • ••• •• '-

3£5th Glider '•Infantry - The 1st Battalion occupied a defensive position
in the vicinity of BRA* The Srx^e^ppTon-'' was " relieved in the BARVAUX area 

Y , by elements of the 3rd Armored Division. The 2nd Battalion, less "F" Company,, 
* •. in DivisioB4^3^^|giej A ,. t;Ft> •Gompany! 7^j^tinued to occupy GR.4NDMENIL and MANHAYr 

' J - ffey 3.st •• B^Aalion i$®ps. "A." Company) attacked
•CHENEUX'at 140051^ 'heayy^e^gagemenjsie'nsuedp^.^la- a battalion of the 1st 3S 
Panzer DivlsioiiSSITpppi^f;^ •tanks',.' flak, wag o«g,f jand^arikiiULer^.; "A" Company 

(•i took ,pos,itl£ns: Injj^li'e'., Vicinity of BRUME.
• . 505t:^itera^ht^tejla-fan|;^ jrjPushed-out.-to 't^jSjtip^rRiver^fijLpng the line 
; -; TROIS. FONTS irf> -epUIl^AfMONT^sloJAt^ of . GR^N'D H^pE^as^r^a^^pJBbielements^.pf ,;..
^Ahe. 51st GGStl^t®tfg&^T*it6i$^^

'';.-. BDURT;.. .One !pOlea;6"6^ -tfKif-SBttL atJ»-:*'iVeafea*esr- g&)$3tr£®IS$St ,;^:At|L.er -^iato.oft. 
i N--cBOSsed'''&t>.L'A3TOIIR» ->"r- iRv^K AJ* 'i^j 8^4 ̂  r 1 ' : ••' ' J ft aa «(>* C'^'---^^'* '!••'•-•.'••.-•:

7 .£ ;?, jOSth Paj^lBfafca^'^ jB^B^iraeor'ing^ti^ f^^^i^^^Octo^fep, tfce 
, Vicinity, of 'Sb ' -r

•
* .

-Division ciBipletely occupied line TROIS FONTS * SAIMCHATEAU - HEBRON7AL 
\and made contact with 7th Armored Di|gj^i&, 106th Infantry Division, 28th 

"infant-ry Dlvl.aicMJ Xliatb- Infantryi, and- .CCB, 9th Armored.. Division*



r
.._. T Southwest of LIERNEUX and" • 

ed Sector •SARf * HEBRONVAL* ^Cte.SiI.SX5?$JPh"?S®*P'ihy **?* occupied REGNE, 
Patrols advanced as far South ,as BliHAIN*

ifantgy ~ -1st Battalion t (less '"A* Company), had cleared 
"ea'ptumiQg JTifiak 'iwagons, 6 :half»tracksv 4 trucks, 4

an3 one Mark Vl c .;3rd Battalion, less n<3* Company, attacked 
and captured MCNCEwtT 'agaic&tS sttfon^ enemy -Ee^istenog. and assisted. 1st Bat­ 
talion by swinging North kSf;'T3HEJSElJ3» itThe •lst.: >Bat*alion, plus "G",, Company # 
consolidated positions ift;:(3Ej|NtaS' attd ^hen.; with the. 3rd Battalion attacked and 
drove the eneiHy*^^bss "tiie B^IBLE13B Rivairiani ^^ established -positions on the 
gouth bank qf tfc^ Blver'. 71"' - 7 »' A ''t ,; . ;!*'

505th: •Pa^aghutje;' Infantry 4 TV^^Companies • b'f "the 2d -Battalion crossed the 
'" FONTS :'and Established a ,br (id@ehead .v-j ; ? : : ;. , '

B Infantry '• Clo;sea tn its area Southea,s^ of GORC^ME and 
occupied seCftar>VlEL3AlMBw'<BItM> SrJIT* "; .J':-,;r; ., •.;•: i ' • , r ;a-g ,' '

,
Troops of the 7th 'Arrabred: Division, the '106th Infantry -Division, the 

28th Infantry Division,1 and.'' GOB of i^E^fiSBj^SmcJred Division began to withdraw 
through the .Division's ,l-ijie"Se ; ; .. •:, '."•.-•'"

555|h:' '<g^LgEl'l£f:aifti^'^2d Ba;tt.al: iQn.:;66cupied FRaTURE.. T" Company. . • 
oc ctipied the jmainv c r^ss^iad Southeast of IL'iNH.iY and contacted 3d Arinored 
Division*. ^££ptf fe£s0Bty'y£$ks and tvjo-. en^in^ fi^tr.als were repelled in tLe vicinity 
of 'JOUBlE^l^^ag^^^^^ .•I'JtS' enemy vehicles, Inclu'ding armor, were reported 
in OTT^'t^^^ii^jr'r'arVkll^erF' f ir©dcqn j t^wn t Two enemy infantry atte^gtg.to 
form up • f or *at :tia,Qkc*eX'e both stoppefebyris&ftni fire. OTTRE was a mass of'

504 t.h •Par'g|feht|t®|ii.lnf ant f y - The 2d Battalion re'lieved' the 1st Battalion. 
Contact ! witft 'lK|t>h Infantry was established* . *

SQSth Parachute |j|^C.aritry - 2nd Battalion bridgehead across the SAIM 
jriver at TROIS FONTS Was attacked by a' Battalion of the 1st SS Panzer Division, 
supported- by armor and artillery. 2nd Battalion forces were withdrawn end 
the Ijpirdge was blown* Twq enemy squads infiltrated into TROIS 'FONTS but were 
driven, back afl*os«athe -SAIJS4 "River- y: 3rd Battalion repulsed an enemy platoon 
attempt to cfo$g-^tJh& SAIM River at "-L^ TOUR and another two platoon effort in 
the "G". Cdmp'any^se' fetor. 1st and 3rd Battalion bridgeheads "at 'GR^ND1 I&LLEUX- 
aad L£ NEUVEEffi' were established. . / - . •..'•:

5Q8ttt P^y&6hu|e • *nf antry - Organized, defensive positions from VISLSAIM 
to SABJCalTlfttJ^to SRAND S;jiT. The.lstl'Battalion was placed in Division 
Reserved - Patrols reported German columns r mow ing in a steady stream through 
PETITE TLANGLIER towards OTTRE. ' •' ' -. <

' g07th Airborne Ea^ineir' Battalion - Blaw the bridge at ROCHELINVAL/ An' 
officer patrol dispatched ( :tb PETITE ^LJJGLIR blew a vital, bridge over the -RONCE 
stream which wasVbtlng used~by the enemy*-' s ••'•"'^ -si- ; : •-

Troops and vehicles of -'the 2th Armored fBftfS'sl'on, "the 106th -infantry' .; 
-Division, the 28th Infantry Div-1'siofl,- and; COB of the 9th Armored Division- -••> 
'cojaiinued to witldraw through Division''

525th .Glider Infan^jpy - The 2d B^ttaiigjr drove back several enemy probing 
attacks. A Composite force consisting of •'?" Ccmpany,.. .325th Glider Infantry, 
'and tanks of ' the 3d Armored Divj.s.'l.tBvjii'as- attacked , by a atTong enemy force at' 

cross. i}?<)ad .Southeast of M -J.-3.; J. ' T^c ' platoons of tiie 509th Parachute- 
Battei^an joined the -.o;npo3:\:i:e i"oTcso. At 1630 hours , after a. very 

mof^&» and. art ill-cry prjj:aration, 'an estimated infantry battalion1 
with tanks af"t&e 2d SS. Panzer Divisiou att,acked»'



SS Por.ser Division. attached. Jitoem; tenics shelled the crossroad ":ith deadly 
effect, Enemy infantry nri.d ar^or overran the defenders, V F" Coiapauy was fcr-^e-1 
: .. withdraw, 1st Bittalion lort and reestablished an outpost ii JOUFLiVAI ,: I'd- 
^u':>t^'Li?i captured an enemy document in Orrr.ii t'v;.t coa'tai^c** ol«a«a 
: t'r-'h. to LIEG3'. '..•-.''

^•T^.J!s;¥5£hvtl^!^-iri. - Tie 2a B-t -alien, rele:.ved bj the ?.st 
moved "into" position as Division "ResSrve^ in the vicinity of LIERN..JUX and -Irte;? 
., .;; moved Southwest of MAIEMPHE. to i^r.t *u waiii^j " threat. The l.Tt; B«tt.,lijr. 
look over the sectors of the 2d Battalion, 504th FaracHutB Infantry and the 

' ^d Bat.talibn, 505th Parachute Infantry.
_505th Por^caute Infantry - Regiment, .continued to defend SALM RIVER; liu« 

-gainsTlifetermiued, well supported attachs of the German 1st SS Penzer Division. 
Except for patrols, all elements of the Regiment were loc&ted on the Vilest 
bank of the river. '-••''

_5b_8th pa.ra_chut.e ..Infahtr^,.«> Repulsed an enemy attack directed towards 
, SAL.MCHA.rSAU from the STE ttl-RE - PROVEDROUZ urea.. JinOT^/rarqs?. -eiif. ^ntiinotc*. 
i,i a Battalion of ialautr^ w^^ported b; .tSark HI tanks. The t.fires uriae-.,o6 
a t SAIMCRiTEAU :ind tie ruAlrwda br^u^w -t: VliXSALI/I •/cro blown. The. 1st 
Batt".i: ioa revtrri/ca to ReKJ.i:wut«l control. Tm«' «r- Battulioa, 112th Ipl">nu.''i.'.' T.

' ' ' '''

...... •
5C7th airborne Engineer Battalion - .EAttOuta4.;i::'»iCuoli-tion'.of stone .culvert . . 

if- miles .South of SALKCHATEAU arter ghe laot v^^icle of the 7th Armored '•' 
Division ̂ had jpassed. •' . ' ••

14th'-fan^i"Battali6n of 'COB. Sth Armored Diyiaiou - Attached to Division,. 
Corapan; "'^C-^'iistabl^she'd a road block at the'. MANHAY crossroads. .......

~*\" ' " ' • '""• •''••'',.'''". ' • ' * '

. .-ff • ' ' " ' '. ' 24 -DE'

Tiii '1-st elecienta of the 7th armored Division Were withdrawn through JJiviaiuw, 
liu'cs* .Diviaiou v.-s ordered bj Xv'lll Corps (A/B) to v;ithdraw under cover of 
darkness to a' defense line extending from TR03S FONTS - BASSE BODEiJC.- BERGIFAZ 
TRI - ,1E.__, CHESLI;.ilvIGr. ( -Rugl-jtruto. .t^i'v-.'^r>«»rci to delaj- enemy until 0400 Decmebe'r 
25 with a covering shelly . • ;

3£5th •.Glider I nf^^tr^,, - '«u'Britt;:iiba -tiitii atraat, eaeaj1 pressure on both 
flanks withdraw fron FRAITURE and took up a position in BOIS HOUBY -after ' 
&iliiuc/w.t l&ast 50 enemy and routing the remainder. One platoon, holding 
REGNE, r--a» wVerruu. tj &£e.^ infantrj and armor; "B1?.' Coauau^ oupportc- bj 
u tank cbmpanv of the 14th Tank Boitolioa,. 'recaptured the town arid ejected • 
the enemy. .. • ' ''"' .'.'••„.'.• . ' ' • : .

5_0_4th Parachute -Infantry - The 5l Batfralioiu. lias "G" Cumpaii> , • -mOVvi iato . 
position. S^utnssst of LIERNEUX .?.ri;: tnere i-wpuliit-v* 'a strong enemy attack.

505th Parachute lurr-ntgA .«"-Tiio -cia'BKttrilimi .qjved Nortri. to L.;tarcept an - 
enemy force estiraated'^at SCO eneny reported to be attempting .a crossing of 
the SA1M RIVISR i;owc.i-n, tuc.ii.-/st»v '"I" Cor.-:T>au> /•'»-s attached "b; 'an .estimated 
eneay"company who were trying to". withdraw a'cros;s the-, rive-r. Most of '"the . ' 
enemy was destroyed. Initiated «ithdraS?;al a's -per plan. 5 • = : ...

508th Parachute luf-^atr^ » 'Th®. -' mrnTi^'y'. briuvM at VIELSiiLM r. s olowi. T»c 
covering shell v;as attacked by an enemy battalion, strongly supported by 
artillery -arid mortar, fire. • ."

3Q7th 'Aipbdrno Engineer Battalion; -r-'UpoA receipt: of the \vithdra?;al 'order 
prepared extensive .'obstaples.'pn the 'defense' line >. mined -approaches, and 
prepared •briigos ani csulverts -on- .the ' viithdrai-sr :r6utes- fbr ietablitions.

•.14th'.|puu Ba ttal ion^r "C" C,o.;iu..u- «^ twiwi-vod' at'" the ̂ MANHAY roixd block,- 
bj elementis^of'^th'AT&o'rect . Ji'visiou, Tht i^e^j^at^^cke'd -in force and. ' ' ' ' ' '" ' '' " ' '

••DECEMBER 13

.•»11, units successfully broke contact with- the enemy a'tid.withdrev? to the 
3 defense line ' • . -.''•••• • .- " ; ' . :••-' * ; ' -- :-,--. : i, :

— 3, -



325th Glider Infantry - the 1st Battalion filled the gap between: the 
504th Parachute Infantry and the .'7th Armored Division by occupying TRILE- 
CHESIIANG and VAUX CHAVANNE. At 2200 hours an enemy infantry attack was 
repulsed* The2d Battalion as Division Reserve and the 3d Battalion as 
Regimental Reserve occupied positions near AU HFTRE.

504th Parachute Infantry - The 2d and 3d Battalions occupied now 
positions along the line BERGIFAZ-BRA-VAUX^HAVANNE. the 1st Battalion,; 
irt Regimental Reserve, vicinity BRA.

505th Parachute Infantry - The 2d and 3d Battalions occupied new de­ 
fensive positions between tROIS PONIS AND PASSE BODEUX. The 1st Battalion 
occupied a position 3000 yards North of BASSE BODFUX as Regimental Reserve.'

508th Parachute Infantry -,0ccupied new defensive positions along line 
HAUTF. BODEUX - BFRGIFAZ with all battalions on MLR. The 3d Battalion, 112th 
Infantry was relieved, of attachment to the 508th Parachute Infantry.

^OTth Fn^ineer Battalion - Laid miriefieltls, constructed abatis, 
and blew bridges to form a barrier 'along the Division front.

Company "B", 86th Chemical Battalion, Company "A", 703rd -TD Battalion 
and 551st Parachute Infantry Battalion were attached to the Division. 
Company "C", 563rd AAA AW Battalion was relieved of attachment to .the 
Division. . : . - . ' ... , , ;

26 D-ECEMBFR
325th Glider Infantry .- At 0630 hour one battalion: of the ,2d SS Panzer 

Division attacked- and succeeded in oyer-running a portion of the sec.tor. 
Company "B" and Company "C" promptly 'counterattacked1 arid restored all positior 
inflicting heavy casualties, on the enemy. The 1st Battalion was relieved by 
the 23rd Armored Infantry Batt lion, 7th Armored division,,; and morcd to an 
area Northeast of TRE-IZ-CHFSIIANG.

5Q/4,th Parachute Infantry - The 3d Battalion broke up two enemy attacks 
launched ly the 9th SS Panzer Division from the- vicinity of FLORET.

. 505th Parp chute Inf&-.itrj •- Patrolled1' aggressively. Sector was .:,•-.. 
generally quitt^ ' . • .-•*,. .., *'"'5Q8th Parachute Infantry - 2d Battalion repulsed ^ttack near Road 
Junction West of REHARMONT by an , estimated two companies of infantry 
supported: "by 'four half -tracks., 3d battalion, outposts repulsed, attack 'by enemy infantry. : - •••;'• • . • •• •' ' ^ ''' -.-••••'

•*** ' "' i '.•-'..• s _

'• :• ' " 27 DECFMBER 19U . . . • ' •' : ..-' ' • -• •

fejTH Glider Infantry - The 2d Batt- lion, Division reserve, moved to.a,.,. 
position approximately 1,000 yards South of MONCHFNOUL.

50£t'h Parachute Infantry - The 3d Battalion extended MLR slightly to 'the 
Southeast.-' The 2d Battalion knocked out an enemy flak wagon near EERGIFAZ. '

505th Parachute Infantry - The 3d Battalion received bee.vy~ artillery • 
fire throughout, the day. Company "A" and Company "B" moved to nev; areas 'in 
the rear' of the 3d Battalion, . . , ,
508th Parachute Infantry - "F" Company and "G" Company attacked by an ... ;• J 
estimated two battalions of infantry of . the, 9th SS Panzer Division at 0120^ 
n'G" Company partially overrun », Fnemy infiltrated to FRRIA. "I" Company 
(less) committed to aid "G.". Company' in .destroying and* ejecting the enemyi; ,;. 
"E" Company (less one platoon) mopped up the town of FRB.IA and the entire 
sector was cleared by 0430* Fnemy casualities. were heavy.

551st Parachute Battalion - Attacked at 2300 towards limited objectives 
ODRIMONT AND AMOOMOltfT. . . ' ' ' '. ' '''- ..'.'.



PFQFMBFR
325th Glider Infantry •g. Im^i^ed: eMensiv^ positions. 
504-th •Parachute Infantry. VTn^^JiV Battalion brok6 up &n attack by an 

estimated 60 eniemy aid V ihffl13to>^a- heijaty casualties ,. The2d Battalion fired
qi} by enemy ta,nks,. 4,2 >j^t^r:/ fire,,; and "ar tilery fire i forced tanks to - 
withdraw; • ''•".,.••.: . ' '' ; ' .,' ;' "._ ; .••"'• r ' • ..

5,05th ; Paraqhutg 'Infantry *;fBjagovgd defensive, positions. 3d Battalion 
daptured" ian^en$$3£ef ̂  i,yi^,' Jjiwu eneny pi'^pol.. • • ' -' ''

50^th Parachute Infant^ ^ InproveA; defensive positions.
5 51st Parachute . TMe^^^^&t^^m^^^tCm, killed an estimated 

30 enemy and captured five. Bftttalion: sustained; very light losses.

19U

There were no major attacks i&og any of the regimental fronts ». All 
units Improved their defensive ppsitfcoiss -and patrolled aggressively to the 
fr'ont. The 307th Airborne Fnginei£$3fc*|i8a%m placed additional minefields. 
The 74.0th Tank Battalion was attached.

30 t)£GFMBFR
••••. ; . •

There wasiver^- little eneny : af tivity along the Divisidh front. All 
units maintained and sttengthehed their defensice positions and patrolled 
vigorously to the front; ...

' ' ' ** ' : .'• '-. :.,.••"•.

The pivisioii Artillery fired on enemy concentrations. The 2d Battalion, 
325th Glider Infantry closed into new positions Fast of TROU-DF-BRA. The 
307th Airborne Fngineer Battalion cpntinued to place minefieUs, .. Thelst ; , 
plittalion, 505th Parachute Infantry conducted combined infantry-t'ank-tank. 
destroyer-engineer training in the vicinity of

. 31'BFCFMBFP

activity; li'sts; again very.' light along the Division fr^nti £«&. 
ients pfiifollea v|gdl*OU8t to the front and contacted the enemy ih 

aiiy -of ;pt6M_t. art! XHOUT-SI-PLOUX.
-. The 505th l^^achute Infantry continued their combined infantry-tp nk- 

tank desirdyfer'^ehgineer training. The 7^.0th Tank Battalion «ent two 
Jikircils^ eadh consisting of three tanks and Division Reconnaissance platoon 
fijen^ to reconn<toitoiPouth of TRI-IF-CHFSIIANG, fRRIA, »¥> TROTS FONTS i 
two .enemy soldiers were killed and nine captured.



Enemy material captured 19^ Deoember/'i94/- to 'ftl December 19A4-* inclusive x

% armored-'car •"• "<.r. ~ ; • ' • •*•-,.
3 half tracks (a)
5 other vehicles (b)
3 artillery pieces (e)
6 machine pistols _ ̂;-_ 

35 Panzorfausts .--- 
800 Jerricans 
800 88mm Rounds •

1 anti-tank rifle
1 German BC scope
2 bulldozers (U.S.) 
1 8 Ton trailer (U.S.)

Enemy material knocked out or destroyed 19^ December 194.4. to 31 December 
'inclusive xx

8 tanks (l MK IV, 1 MK III, 6 unidentified) (d) 
4- armored ears 
H half tracks (a) 
9 other vehicles 
3 SP guns (c) 
6 anti-tank guns (e)
2 artillery pieces (e) 

15 iaachine pistols 
15 machine guns
3 motoreycles (1 with sidecar) 
1 radio

3C The figures are necessarily incomplete because of the following factors: 
a. Rapidity of our movement over a large area in the attack which,

coupled with our move from the area, left little time for
thorough surveys.

b. Snowstorms which covered much material before it could be salvaged, 
c. Inaccessibility to transportation of some of the area, making salvagg)

and evacuation impracticable.

XX (a) Includes flakwagons, at least 3 mounted 75mm guns*
(b) Includes all other types, also U.S., .British and German models. 
(e)-. Includes all cabibers.
(d) Includes only observed fire and only material known definitey to )- 

have been destroyed.

-6-
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CASUALTIES . 

(Inclusive 31 December 1944)

BATTLE CASUALTIES
Division Organic Units
Attached Units 

TOTAL ...........

OFFICERS

53
2

55

EM

946
5

951

NON-BATTLE CASUALTIES
Division Organic Uuits 
Attached Uaits

TOTAL ...........

21
0

21

659
8

667

TOTAL CASUALTIES
Division Organic Units
Attached Units 

GRAND TOTAL ........

74
2

1605
13

1618

xzzzx

PRISONERS OF WAR

Total captured (inclusive 31 December 1944) 185
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1 asrT 2 JANUARY 1945 . -. . , .

The Division (517th Pav-achute Infantry attached) regrouped in pre­ 
paration for an attack 'ho protect left flank of VII Corps.

5Ctyth, fiC8th;jar!d 517v-h Parachute. Infantry assumed responsibility for 
entire -Division f rarity Pa-trolled a-ggresively to South and Southeast. Main 
tained corohaat with enemy.

325th Glider Ix'f arvtivy and 505th Parachute . Infantry closed in forward. 
assembly' areas in preparation for attack.

62£th Tank Destroyer Battalion attached to Division, relieved 703d 
Tank Destroyer Battalior. whi;jh passed-' ito' Corps... control,,

, 7:>th Infantry Division assumed tactical control 504th Parachute 
Infantry; '. . ' .

ion attacked at 0830 with 517th Parachute Infantry, 505 th Para- 
clurbo JitfavitTy and 3?5-oh Glider '.Infantry. atvreaBt. Division.- Artillery.; 80th 
A5 Tbrar.no A.:ati-al?.'uraft Eat'.allon and 307th Axr:boi*ne Engineer Battalion 
suppui.tsci tl'ie Division advance, : •

i52!l.G3Jdfa-_.Lifar:'ir>: - Ctitho' right attacked through the. SO^th 
TTr'fH^rcy'," sTiij'ed E'E DF. HEIRLOT and. the *omi of AlvlCfflONT. Or- 
high. -ground Sael- and Wes'o cf AMCOMONT, Further advance limited to 

patrolliifg penrvii^ advauc-e -of VII GorpSt • ,- ...

^^t^P'iSS-^X- '".Reverted to tactical control 82d Airborne 
w aprepareci ti""to'j"ve''to area DERRIERE IE THIKR. . •

505 i-3^Paj!-ltete_ -Tnl^ivl'S - in thft center wibh Jorapany "A", 740th 
TarJc Ba^taHc^^ti^heXJ*'capt.ired:IiSHA-^l6!ir'.a3!id FCGSE; .and continued the 
at'lVaok to positions .approxiraabaly 1100 yards Soahh 'chereof. .. • ' '

^^^i^I^k^'CJy' -'*" Maintained positions in the vicinity of ti 
the Division ££»« Ab j Z 45' "hours , the.. 2d Battalion was attached to the- 505th 
Parachute i.x?mitry^anjd moved • to -vieinity FOSSE.

'Z ~ On the left with 551st Parachute Br.ttalior. 
attached,,, gaine the •- vilage TROIS'-PONTS and' high ground1 vieinity HERISPECHi
and Si' JACQUES., . " • ' .'/ " * "•. "' ' -•.•'.• .'•" , : ' ; .

The Divisipn consolidated its* gains of 3 January, seized limited ob­ 
jectives ; and prepared^ to csdriti'niie 'the attack pending f-uriiher , advance of 
VII Corpsa .« . , ' V " ; " "' :

•3?5th G].ider Infantry' ^ Captured HIERLOT . ftpdl'rrpTjfpKT., ( established c 
•contact '.nith adjacent im its and consolidateti positions!, •

' : ''' '

__ __ _ __ -' AasuWod reppcnsib?y?.i'-'y.' for- a. pcrtiqn of
517th'gaoaeaute Infantry Ee^t.or-.and4..3)ttacked. bo take the high ground South-
eas-V;.ol T-JO-SE* The acc'-omplishnionb 'of this mission would permit the Div3s-

. icn 'to doainat.e all crossings of the SAM River in vicinity of GRAND hALl-~•Fux, 1 ' '".;• :-..*•••'/...• .•. ,- ^-. : '.''i ' !' ; r-''•'=>•••'''''-V'-fc'
JPJi'life •?&?§t^H'ii§_Ji1̂ 2:Bi:;!X ~ Continued to attack-, sesed high grourJ" 

woods "ifeHh" "kitF-Npi't-heasv, _ of ABRFFOJtoAIlfe.: ands consolidated;, posit it n-%.and _

'.: .-..-•.- i .

fetterolfs
Rectangle



508th-. Parachute Infantry - Assembled1 in Division Reserye afea^ yicin^' "" • ~ "' " ' - -
area.i '..--^- ••- ."

517th Parachute ______
PFRGEVAL and MONT DE FOSSE, and patrolled to SAIM River,

• >' ' ? ' ' "-'•"•' 5'JANUARY 1945 .{ .
c;-:'; j'\i .^' ••'• -' -..x ';.-." .. : ;- , • -.-.,".. .. . ,_, .,. _„,

,,^^bb/CT€ldd'grJMfcrf^^v-r-t Seized the high ground between, 
and liBERNEE'X and cqrs o'iidated positions already takert. " : ° ' ; ^ L —^--' ^6

504-th Parachute Infantry - Succeeded in taking, high ground overlooking 
GRAND HALLEUX and immediately organized for defense."--•'•— J " ~ J «••••.-^<.'^- ^

•\'J •".• 505th Farachute 'Infantry - Took -ABREF-ONTAINE. and occupied the high 
;gr bund,-1000'yards .to, the Southeast.^ ; . -"-''V " - •-' : '"':'- ::y-.~::^~':/. >: ',;-..-.7 ^''o

^ -'',.-- \j </<„—-JV--U x-^^3

J508th Parachute Infantry'.'- ^Remained in Division Reserve.
*• • " - ' '•• • •-. / \- v _)

51*?tK "?ara«hute Infantry - Cleared all remaining enemy from sector^. 
repulsed strong enemy, counterattacks, vicinity, BERGEVAL,- and .Jiberated .DATRSft 
D&IRCMQNT. ';, ; •;, ".., ;-.-..; . ''•; ':'," ;?•_';.;:' : '": --;;."' '•-'•~^iVj,v, v.-.^'^^/-~'-^.'.° :- v

r.--'-• ;:•'. : .• 6-JANUARY-
Division and attached units consolidated an improved; positions j.^'.*'£3. 

patrolled aggressively to front, maintained contact with adjacent unilb's^f-o ^? 
prepared plans to continue advance in conjunction with VII .'Corps. 551st 
Parachute Battalion detft.»hed from 517th Par- chute Infantry and attached, 
5QAth Parachute- Infantry ,in place'. .,'.'':. • : '-•]. •;•'- - ; -." .. V J --C" J

•' :;r '.1 V'- .-:••-.-• •• ' • .7 JANUARY 1945 ..:••-• .'-,.. : - -•••'-p
f . The Division resumed the offensive with a vigorous attack \at^ '063,Q^-hpurr 

with the mission of advancing to'the line GR/.MD SART-33ALM CHATEAU-?Y 
GR^\ND HALLFUX-TROIS FONTS. ' -••;-.= -..,/.•,. „ : .,

,325 Glider Infantry, - Occupied GR/.ND SART and seized'the high" 
ground THIIR DEL PRFUX. C onsoiidated positions and repulsed strong^^ 
counterattacks. .Contact was established with VII Corps on the right.

- ''-' 504-th Parachute Infantry,«551stPar£ichute Infantry Battalion .-..•;- ^ 
attached - Seized PARNirRF.S, MONT and ~ROCHELINVAL,. established -and " ' Clyv 
consolidated positions on West bank of SAIM River, vy ( - -. -- ; . . ..„ ^ IVJo

505th Parachute Infantry - Captured the town of GORONNE, established 
^frpnt, line along West bank of SAIM River North of RENCHEUX, and West of 
Town in VS out hern'port ion;-of ; their sector,- -•----, :s ..-,. -

T .. ? .;' '508th' Parachute ; Infantry ' - Attacked through .the 325th ^nder Infantry. 
gained; and consolid ted .positions on'.'XHIEK DU MONT'7, against severe resitstp.m.

• -"•' \. 517th Parachute Infantry, less 3d Battalion - Was placed in Division 
Reserve, in assembly area .Northeast of ABREFONTAINE.. ... 3d Battalion assumed 
responsibility of SAIM Rivwr line from TROIS FONTS to a! point -Northea^st^ 
of I/i WWIIJS. ' ; ' .: :;

( •-;'.' Company "B,n , 6A3<i. "tank : Destroyer Battalion; was. attached to the 
Division. , Company ̂ C"^ 643d Tank Destroyer Battalion was placed ih'^;. L : >'<f

..support of Division. ' - " ' " " """ "v " ' "'" " <J/ - -^ :̂  ̂

^Division , Artillery, ; 307th- Airborne Engineer Batt-? lion,-. 80th, ̂ ;, ̂  
Airborne Anti-aircraft Battalion, 628th Tank Destroyer Battaliori,^ani^0 
Company "B", S6th Chemical ̂ attalion continued in suppbrt of the Division*

«• 2 .*-•



8 fc 9 JANUARY 1945

The .Division consolidated positions along SALM River from TROIS FONTS 
to SAIMCHATEAU, thence/West to GRAND SART and eliminated enemy pookets at 
PETIT HAELEUX and RENCHEUS* Town of-COMTE. was taken* Occupied STEMAIRE 
to contact 3d Armored Division. Ro§d.blocks were established vicinity of 
VIELSAIM bridges. Units patrolled East of SALM River to GRAND HALIJEUX and 
SALMCHATEAU. '"• " M (;

10 JANUARY' 1945: ' .

i- The'Division maintained defensive .positions. '3d Battalion 517th'Parar 
chute Infantry Established bridgehead across SaLM River, vicinity GRAND 
HALLSUX. Relief .of Division by 75th Infantry Division commenced.^ '

' . .'• • • •- II JANUARY 1945 " '•. ' ' ' - •. _ ^

Relief of the Division by 75th Infantry Division completed and-Division' 
moved to Corps Reserve area bounded by WABIES, SHROFAIX, IL^LMEDY, and

^, \ " 517th , Parachute Inf ant'r'y. -.Was detached from ;Division and attached to 
75th Infantry Division in place. - , , '/ ', ,

During the period January 3 - 11, the Division captured 2,57i.prisoners 
and killed an estimated 2,250 enemy.' , •,.

y . •..--.' - ;• 12 to 26 JANUARY 1945: "\ . , .
,••-.. . • . ' •' ' • t _

The Division, in Corps Reserve, reorganized, re-eguipped and conducted 
intensive training.- Special emphasis was placed on combined infantry- 
tank training, .the'use of the German Panzerfaust, and zeroing of weapons. "

'21 and 2.2 JAMJJ-.RY 1945
~ \ • : ^;- -

..-'•• V ' ' : " . ; . . - . t •. •'.-•*The Division, less 508th Parachute Inf antry,; remained in. Corps Reserve 
and continued training. , ' '•'; •'•//. "\

, 508th, Parachute. Infantry. (319th Gilder 'Field Artiilery Battalion,; r~' ' 
Company "D" r 307th Airborne En'gineer, Battalion and^ Company -"£"1 80th Aiiv 
borne Anti-aircraft Battalion attached)-,, was attached to 7th Armored 
Division, moved to DIEDENBURG area, relieved 2d Battalioh,: 23d Infantry . 
and elements of. Combat Command. "A"'of the. 7th Armored'Division*

- . \ ,.23'.and 24. JANUARY... 1945 '; ",'•• V/ ' . . .

The 'Divisionj less~.503th Parachute> Infantry;. No ichangeV 
'.' '' 517th Parachute Infantry,; less 2d.Battalion, was attached to : .the-'Di.visibn;«i

508th Parachute Infantry, reinforced - was relieved,by. 7th Armored- 
Division, reverted-to controT of the ̂ Division,. and' moved to the TROIS FONTS ' 
BASSE BODEUX area*. ,;" . ' -..•'-..-.,' : '•:/;,; \ ^ , '.- : ,- , " .. -\. ;

•'•."'. .- '; • . , , ; ; ; 25 JANU;Ji!Y. 1945 ' . . . , ' ' : -

, ,643d Tank Destroyer; Battalion, Company TVt% 87th Chemical Battaiion^ 
400 Armored Field Artillery.Battalion (105: How), and 254th Field Artillery 
Battalion (155 How)"were attached to'the Division. • > • ^

•>--• '517th Parachute Infantry less 2d Battalion - Was detached from the . 
Di-srlsion and reverted ;to control,"XVI:|I Corps (Airborne,)*

' '• ' 26 and 2?VJANUARY 0.945. ' .

Orders swere received for .the Division to attack^thrpugh the 7th 
. Division to the Northeast with the mission;, of piercing the, SIEGFRIED 
All elements of the ."Division moved to forward •.assembly areas vicinity BORN|; 
WAIJERODE, MONTENAU.'.aoa ST VITH^,

' « 3 -



•••• 28 JANUARY 1945

The Division attacked through the 7th Armored Division at !0600 hours 
with the. 325th.Glider -Infantry on'the left (North), the 504th Parachute 
Infantry or.-, the right (South) and i;he ,5.05th Par'iichute.YiEnfantry . and the 508th-_ 
Pe.r--xc.hute Infantry in reserve.' 32d.' Cavalry. Reconnaissance Squadron was 
attached to : the Division at 0850 hours. Progress of the at't ck w as' hindered 
3y waist deep snow, intense cold and well organized' enemy' strong? points,

.5i?l/i._2i.i£^F_ISl'l.Ii*r2 - Atta k-ed to the South-from the line of BORN - 
AMBLLV3 road, ~]paesecrSouth of METCELLj. pivoted .to the East-.and -NOrth 'Of-' 
Iff'YIKODE, and by 2050'ho.urs were on the high ground West'of, -and overlooking 
Vfi'RITH. Gains were condolidated and contact established with flank units.--

504th Parsehube I^'antry .-• Advanced 7000 yards, captured HERRE3BACH • 
and in-t-fcis engagement killef 65 and captured 201 'of the enemy without 
suffering, any casualties. Consolidated gains and repelled-*3 counterattacks..

' 505j h; Parachute laf a'ntry -Moved to au assembly a rea vicinity of 
MSYERC£)1!~"prepared to"attack through .the 325th Glider lafantry.

. j>Qnt:h_ Pq^cjiutg^ luf aiyjiry, - MuVod to an assembly-area vicinity ALLERODE 
prepared to atlaoh through 504th Pa:cs,chute Infantry. ...

507-th Airborne En^ineer^Bc.tts.lion - Constructed and opened-paths and 
roads to assist the Diyisipn'';S advance..

740th Tank Battalion,. 643d Tank Destroyer Battalion ;and Division 
Artillery actively supported the advance. - - -.-..••

.Division Reconnaissance Platoon protected Division's Sout;'. flank between 
WALLERODB «nd HERRBSBACH.

• ' 29 J/1-1UARY 1945 . ' .

Tha Division continued its attach to the Northeast. ..Aovance more tjhan 
2000 yards and maintained cpntact with the 1st Divioicn on the Norj;n flauk.

325th Glider. Infantry - Continued its advance by attacking to the North 
at 0330 hours.. Seized I*JE3ETH, pushed' on to the high ground East- of the 
town and patrolled to the Nur t£.« Regiment assembled in area 2000 yards 
Southeast of VALENDSR at '1600 hours,

504th Parachute Jnfantry - Maintained defensive positions and assisted 
in the protection of the South flank of Division*

•505th Perachute^Iufanjijy t -Attached through the 325th Glider Infantry 
at OS'00 hours, advanced mor'e 'then 2000 yards to the hif?h ground 1500 yards 
Southwest of HON3FIELD. Established defensive'positions and patrolled 
vigorously to the North, and East. Maintained contact .with 1st ,Division on 
the North, • '..'''.. ' '

5C3-i;h Parachute Infantry ~ Attacked through t'he 504 Parachute Iri-fdntry 
at 04ViG 'houv-a. By the end of the: day they had takenEOLSHEIM and MEDENDORF, 
and had occupied the hish ground Southwest of 'EM&RSEEID.

;'50?th_Airborne Engi^neer^Battalion .-» Continued to maintain-improve and 
clear .roads for use of attacking elements of the Division. •" '

52d Cavalry Reconnaissance-Squadron relieved Division Reconnaissance 
'Platoon, established outposts and maintained patrols alona the Southern 
£lank of the Division. . •. .

- 4 -
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SSSBSt t
525^Glider ^nfahtry ~ Attacked to the Northeast at 0500 hoursj; By 

1500 hours had occupied"the line of the HONSFEIIfeLOSHEIM railway for a , 
distance of 200 yards East and West of BUCHHOLTZs. Sent patrols Northeast into 
GERMANY,,;,

504th „ Para chute Infantry - Attacked -at, 0500 hours-,-; seized the high ground 
1300 yards^ Southeast, of "HOLZHEIM.,, captured' EIMER3GHEID ? relieved elements of 
the 508th Parachute Infantry in MEDENDORF and were relieved by 32d Cavalry 
Reconnaissance Squadron in 'HERRESEACH,^ '

505th Parachute Infantry * Maintained and .strengthened their positions* 
Made preparations to continue the attack to the Northeast by passing through 
the 325th Glider. Infantry;*,

508th Parachute Infantry •-• Continued the. attack to the East;,} captured 
MNZERATH and the high ground North of the town;.) The Regiment consolidated 
positions and sent patrols Northeast into GER15ANY.,,

32d _Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron relieved elements' of the 504th Paras- 
chute Infantry in HERRE3BACH.. Maintained screening position along Southern 
flank of the Division^

51 JANUARY 1945

525th. Glider Infantry « Remained In Battalion assembly areas as Division 
Reserve® Sent contact patrols to screen left flank of 505th Parachute Infantry 
and to contact 1st Division on the North;*; " ^

504th.Parachute Infantry - Maintained and improved defensive positions® 
Relieved elements of '508th Parachute Infantry in LANZSR^TH* Established road­ 
blocks within area«

505th Parachute Infantry - Attacked through the 325th Glider Infantry 
at 0430 hours.*, captured L SHEJMERGR^SEN against moderate resistance and 
occupied a line extending 4 j;OOQ. yards Nortii of that town East of the HOLLERAPHi 
LANZER.VTH highway,^- Established contact with 1st Infantry Division on the 
North and the 508th Parachute Infantry on the South* Patrolled vigorously 
to the Northeast*

508th Parachute Infantry - Repulsed enemy attack in vicinity LANZERATH,? 
attacked to the Northeast at 0500 hoursy: seized^ organized and maintained &e~ 
fensive positions on high ground overlooking LOSHEBr and MANDERFELDs Patrolled 
aggressively to the front» • "

629th Tank Destroyer Battalion (SP) attached to Division:?, to move into 
area 1 February 1945:»

' •* 5. »'



EMEMY MATERIAL CAPTURED 1 JANUARY 1945 TO 31 JANUARY 1945

1 Mark IV Tank 
3 Half tracks 

29 Other vehicles 
1 SP gun ___, 
rl AT gun .••''•• 
9 Pieces,--•other artillery 
7 81mm Mortars •• • 

90 Maching guns 
161 Machine Pistols 
333 Panzerfausts 

5 Motorcycles 
7 Radios 
3 Binoculars 
6 Bicycles 

370 Rifles 
40 Automatic Weapons 
E4 Flame throwers 

1,830 Hand grenades 
1,000 Rifle crenades 

5 Ammunition dumps

\
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SECRET

ENEMY MATERIAL KNOCKED OUT OR DESTROYED I J.-^NUARY 1945 TO 51 J.ANUARY INCLUSIVE

2 King Ti 0er Tanks
3 iw-ark VI Tanks
6 Mark IV Tanks 

' , 2 li-rk III Tanks
8 Half Tracks 
93 Other vehicles
6 SP (--uns 

27 AT suns 
20 Pieces, other artillery
1 35m .:;un 

24 81mm Mortar 
71 Machine guns 

102 Machine pistols

(1) Figures include only material definitely-known to have been destroyed,

(2) The following factors make these figures necessarily incomplete;

(a) While attached, 517th Parachute Infantry did not maintain 
records of captured or Destroyed small arms and automatic 
weapons.

(b) Rapidity of our movement over a large area.

(c) Snows t'or ma.

(d) Inaccessibility of transportation to the area, making selvage 
and evacuation impractical.

- 7 -
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CASUALTIES

. •$Iriclusiye (jL. Juuuary io 31 Jiauary 1945) 

Div isi on Bat tie Casualties c ; ,\< ; Offigers-

110Division 'Organic Uai'^ 
A^ta'ched Ui4>s

Sivisi on Non-Bat tie - Ca'Sual'tJes

Division: O
Attached Units

Total 

To.tal .Casualties.

Division Organic u,Jiits 
Attaciied Units

Grand Total 

Known Enemy. CaGualtlos

Total e
Total Killc- (est)

Grand To'tal"

• 2445 
3655

S080

7,9
. 44

18,9
141.

330

16-18 
1169!

'867'

1368'

2515
1670

4185

* 8
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Authorityc of ® 
^CG ? , 82d) Abn Div @
^Initials .'•:•••;--. £-v r -r-v- -,T-• ;-•• (iDate'f -29' Mar 45 './""'.,.; ' ^ >r^'--• /';:'.' 

' ' "' ••'"'% -v •«-'• "'.".-NARRATIVE
» •'* ••"(•;• • «

o c; - •"•
,1 .FEBRUARY'1945 '"..'' ''""I'. '

The Division 'maintaine.d and improved? positions^ reconnoitered 
and" patrolled to the SiEGFRIED LINE ^maintained contact; with ad- 
ja'cent units arid1 preparM to 'continue-the- attack to penetrate! /the SIEGFRIED/. LINE., ' ,'.'-.- ; r ~V" '' ; : '.'7' ; /'" r 7 ' : v."X'''y'- ''

C- <2d BattalionV 504th Parachute Irifahtrvi was relieved by '-eleigents 
323- Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and rooyed to an 
in-ir^e'-ai*1 of'505th Parachutei Infantry positions.-' V : ; (

^51:7th Parachute Infantry js;vat.t'a;bh'ea;,;tV^ 
prepared.'\tp. mpvp: intpr the,

Against intense opposition"the Division advanced and breached 
the SIEGFRIED LINE froitf UDENBRETH td NEUHOF to1 HERTESROTT HEIGHTS* 
Positions were consolidated and-" numerous: counterattacks repulsed^ 0

•.. ;325th'Glider'Infantry attacked through; the 505th Para'chuteo : 
Infantry Regiment and "-after" soye're fight'iny seized NEUHOF and .: ' • 
UDENBRETH: organized for defense and"rebelled strong counter-) attacks' of 'infant ry "'support qd"" bV tanks .^" C ' •'' :: ; V''J / •'. / ":' "'' X''

7 504th Parachute JlnfantfV.; I'st-and; (3dV Battalions Telieved by1 ,o... 
rlements 32d, -Cavalry Reconnaissance' Squadron and 1st Battalion^y^^' 
508th Parachute ;Infantry/.re :spectively.: ' VA11 battalions assembled .^ 
in 'areS iin rear of ^05th Parachute Infantry and immediately passed 
thrpiighVthe; '5°5th Parachute Infantry^ at ta'cking to the-East;*:'" r 
Regiment advanced 6000 ^ards"'and ";seized. HERTESRO.TT HEIGHTS,,-: . •••"••.-^ 
drganized positions and^ repulsed Vxtremely ; heavy" enemy :count.er«'. °' 
attacks.v _ ' __;_ - ;" ' ';> " ' ' ;>

505th Parachute infantry, attacked'to the Southeastr,made 
advances up to 4000 yards and' established' defense positionSf.)

( ^ 50_8th Paraj3hui:e' :/Infaht¥y. ipatrolied: actively to the Southeast 
and maintained and improved^defensive po'sitioh^:'^ 1st Battalion- relieved 3d Battalion,. -504th.,Parachute Infantry^} '/'""/ "•"" ] - : >'"': '•"''•-

T. •/5.i7^h^Para.chut^ flrtfantr''y/:'c'l'6'&ed .in-Division"area 'and-vmoyea/ 
the ,3d BaFtalipn"/forward to support 'the 325th 'Glider .Infant'ry-» 
1st .^Battalion established; road -block ;o'n'"main7r^ad jrunriirip. North- o 
out of p,i vis ion .area. 2d Battali^pni (regai;ned! >in'-Dj.v(ision -TeseryeV

^ ^_, , .... -jV • ' . v :_. _.';,•' V/ "•' '. ^~". '••;'";. °'-. ^: /' ('" ^ •" . ' ^ "~^. ' ^ V J

u: "'I''" •' \ " -' '* ' ° ' '^•FEBRUARY 1945; ;: .,/;' y- -. r •• • -•;: "' * • •
^-<The'..PiviJ'lpn^^/^tr^enpthenedi fand consolidated "defensive 

eliminated "scattered groups^ of "enelriyjremap-hing^ inr-rear areas';: 
repulser- strong counterattapksfind Inflicted heavy casualties' on the enemyc.) _ "•'•'"*:" _ ••.-.-: -----'._-">~~^<

T; ; ;505th 'Parachutp \lnfantry ;was Telieved in pi;, ce by the ("508th 
Parachute ^Infantry .and' move'd/tp;;Division^^ reserve-:a>'eas- (: ^

{ ' ' ,;5Q8th Parachute Infantry was' relieved -;by '32d Cavalry-Re-; ^r.~. 
tonna'issance Squadron'in. area •Northeast >of . 1>HASENVE!NN ';and :;'in 'tur'n'' ~'-\ 
-t-lleyeC 5,05th^;Parathute -Infantry in area'Northeast of' TAOTTOT^ ^^'

,' \ / \ - { ;- , - ' •, • ' ' ' '-. .;„..' ^ ' v t ' '^ I ^f : / \l ^ .^ ^:'—' - -.- ' ;> ' ; /•;••; r- c4-FEBRUARY

The Division mainta^l.nl;rc37c3efeii^?vre::\poF|tions and patrolled 
aggresively to the East."' X99tn^Ififantry'.IDivision commenced relief 
of /front yline -unlts^yof;-the^Div3.sion,*,

- -50 5th -'Par a chut e _Inf an t fy^tno ve;d (by ̂ tf uckrto^ssembly >area-,-- --- 0



517th Parachute Infantry moved by truck to vicinity RAEREN. 
Passed to command V Corps. '

5 '& 6 FEBRUARY 1945

The Division was relieved by the 99th Infantry Division and 
moved to the VIELSALM area; reorganized, refitted, and prepared 
to'move to.vicinity of ROTT, .GERMANY. '

Task Force -"A'l composed of 505th Regimental Combat Team was 
organized under command of the Assistant Division Commander with 
the mission of mpv.ihp.. to vicinity of BERGSTEIN, .GERMANY to 
reli-ve elements of the 8th Infantry Division. '• ' ."• •

.-'".'-, • ••'. 7 FEBRUARY: 1945 v ' "

The Division, less Task Force "A" -' No Change'. ".'•"'.'••.'
Task. Force "A"reached BERGSTEIN area, passed to operational - 

control of V Corps.. 517th Regimental Combat Team was attached 
in place... . . . /

505th Repimental Combat Team less 1st Battalion, 'commenced 
.relief of elements of 8th Infantry Division vicinity VOSSFNACK. 
1st Battalionj 505th Regimental .Combat Team in Task Force "A" 
reserve 2000 yards Northwest of BRANDENBERG.

517th Regimental Combat Team made reconnaissance in force 
to a point 1500 yards Southeast of BERGSTEIN., encountered in­ 
tense resistance from enemy strong points, found'dense enemy 
minefields-and returned .to BERGSTEIN area,. ;.''

' •

'•""'. 8 FEBRUARY 1945 . . •
" ' ' • • • > --U-T.—i__ ..j_—_ _,.-J_-J-T—r---r-i. ( t j t q*

.. • The Division, .less'Task Force "A", moved from area VlELSALK, 
closed 'in assembly area, vicinity SCHMIDTHOF, GERMANY. Established 
Division Commander. Post at ROTT and assumed command of sector 
held.'.by Task Force""A".. •".'.' ./ ' > 

"/,-505th Parachute Infantry advanced 2500 yards to the South- 
oast against' light opposition to .vicinity - KOMEERSCHEIDT ; and there 
contacted elements of 78th Infantry Division.

508th Parachute Infantry moved to vicinity KLEIWHAU .with 
mission of relieving 517th Regimental'Combat'Team and elements 
of the 505th. Parachute Infantry during, the night 8-9 : February. 4

-....'. •'• ' ^ FEBRUARY 1945 '

The remainder of the Division closed in the SCHMIDTHOF 
i. rea. Committed units of the Division advanced approximately 
.1600 yards throurh extremely dense minefield, organized and 
consolidated defensive positions.

505th Parachute Infantry advanced to thr-; hiph ground 1500 
yards _Ep.?.t of ZU HARSCHEIDT, established contact'with adjacent 
units, patrolled a: Pgrcssive]y to the East and made preparations 
to continue the attack. ' ".•:.-.•

517th Parachute Infantry was. .completely relieved by the 
508th Parachute Infantry and moved to assembly area vicinity '' 
HURTGEN.•' • • ' . ' . ' . -

10 FEBRUARY 1945

,. .The Division attacker1 to the E^st and rained the hiph 
•; round dominating the West'bank of the ROER River, consolidated 
f£ins and improved t defensive positions. Opposition to the 
advance was light but extensive minefields prohibited rapid 
progress.

- 2 -



505th Parachute Infantry gained the high ground overlooking ^EEH-PEN actf. 
the ROER RIVER, consolidated positions,-- established contact with adjacent 
units* and patrolled the VJest bank of the R02R RIVER.'

508th Parachute Infantry advanced to the high, ground overlooking ZERKALL,,, 
HETZINGEREOF,,; and the ROER' RIVER. established roadblocks on roads West from 
the ROER RIVER %. consolidated positions and patrolled the West bank of the river*

517th Parachute Infantry relieved from attachment enci left Division area* •

11 & 15 FEBRUARY

505th Parachute Infantry and 500th Parachute Infantry maintained and 
strengthened positions dominating West benk of the RCER RIVER, patrolled 
actively and maintained contact with adjacent Divisions,,, Remainder of the 
Division remained' in the ACEMIDTHOF arsa* refitted., reorganized and prepared 
for future operations^

,13 &.14 FEBRUARY 1945.

The Division conducted assault boa't 'training and continued preparations - 
to force a crossing of the R02R RIVER.; ...

504th Parachute Infantry - 1st .Battalion relieved 1st Battalion,: 508th 
Parachute Infantry in the- area 1800 yar."s .Southeast of BERGSTEIK,, 3d ..Battalion 
closed in assembly area West of BERGSTEINy Sd Battalion, remained in . 
SCHMIDTHOF area.*, . , • •

508th Parachute Infantry -/ 1st Battalion was relieved by 1st Battalion., 
504th Parachute Infantry and moved to assembly area vicinity BR.iNDEWEERG«, ; 
Remaindcsr of Rer.iment •- I^o

15 .- 16» 17 _F33RUaRY :1945

The Division maintained positions Commanding the ROER RIVER,' continued 
preparations to attack across the river and actively patrolled the West bank 
of the river>; °ae patrol succeeded in crossing. the river the night of 17 
February 1945 ami returned without meeting enemy opposition. . . 0

325th. Glider Infantry closed in forward, assembly .area vicinity HAR3CHEII)Ti;
2(1 Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry closer! in forward 'assembly area 

vicinity BRJxiDJilMESRG./ ~. .

. - 18
. • . . 

9th I*ifi.-atry Division relieved the Division of its sector of responsibility^ 
The Division.,; less artillery elements^ started movement to rear assembly areas ' : 
vicinity Wj-\LHEIM ^.nd prepared for further movement |b base camp's in the REIMS,, 
FRANCE area.: ' . '5

19V 20. 21 FEBRUARY 1945-

All elements of the Division were relieved by the 9th Infantry Division,, 
assembled in -the WAIHEIM area and from there commenced move to base camps,' 
vicinity REIMS, . FR;JsICEi All units, less organic transportation,, moved to 
base camps by rail'.: Organic transportation moved by road* All elements closed 
in REIMS area by 25 February 1945 ,> >
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To.

Airborne .Headquarters,

FAAA.
70TIII Corps {ASH)
101st Abn Div
17th ,Abn Dlv
13th /Abn Div
llth £bn DiT
1st Abn;Dlv (BRITISH)
6th Abn; Div (BRITISH)
Parachute School
Abn center
Abn Board
1st Abn; British Corps
Higher'- Headquarters^

SHA1F "-• )

AC of ?\> G-2 Q*'

6th Army Group 
12th Army Group 
Slst Army Group 
::,Tar Lept 
1st US Army 

.Adjacent iieqdqu?rters
T;

3rd US! Army 
9th US '; Army 
7 Corps; 
Till Corps 
VII Corps 
III Corps
1st Infantry Division 
2nd infantry Division 
9th infantry Division 
28th infantry Division 
30th Infantry Division 
69th infantry Division 
75th infantry Division 
78th Infantry Division 
83rd infantry Division 
84vh. Infantry Division 
8V th Infantry Division 
99th Tivrairbry Division 
106th infantry Division. 
3rd A^riiored Division 
7th Armored Division

d. Division

. Co -"B'! . 86th ;• Cml.; Bh ::
'Co., "A"' •8rt bli. : Cr,0. ,^Bn ; ; (
Co ' MC" 90th . Cml', 3n-_ ; "-(
,254th., FA Bn: V,/;;, •-; ,<
-'-2,7bth-rA7Bn :' - , A v; '-.<
4'00th Armd'-FA, Bn. ,.;:..<
591st\TA :3n' ; . ..'',;;:;<

^Number of -Copies,

25

1 
1. 
!L-- 
1
1
2 J2' 
2 
1

I?
"T 

~-'\)
703rc. T3; Bn 
7 40 tii Ti-: Bn 
"E ;i Co 774th Tk 
987th TTA Bn

,1
3-. 
3

-S.-
-3-

2
'2

.1

i 
i

1
1
1



ADJ AGENT ADQUARTERg ' '" ; "' Numbliof Copies ( C ont d )

51 Engr (C) Bn
291 Engr (C) Bn
1111 Engr (C) Gp 
,297 Engr-,'•((!) Bn 
'298 Erigr"TO Bn
300. Engr (C.) Bn
Oise Section, CZ

LOWER HEADQUARTERS

325th Gil Inf
504th Prcht Inf
505th Prcht Inf
508th Prcht Inf
517th. Prcht Inf
Hq & Hq Btry Div Arty
3lQth, Gli FA Bn • - .
32'0th Gli FA Bn
376th Prcht FA Bn
456th Prcht FA Bn-
80th ABN AA Bn
3 07th; Abn Engr Bn
407th'Abn QM Co
307th.Abn Med Co
782d Ord Maint Co
82d Abn Si? Co
Div Hq Go
Special Troops

OFFICERS WITKIF DIVISION

Commanding General 
Asst Commanding General 
Chief of Staff 
G-l . 
G-2 .
G-3 
G-4
AF File
Officers' Club
1C Office
CO Base Echelon
Sig Officer
CWS Office
QM Office
Special Service Office
Engineer Office
PRO .'
Div Association
Div Historian
Hdqs .Commandant
CAO

1
1 .-,;

1 >".
1 JV

1 >: - V.1;'?'. '"""'••

50
50
50
50

. 50
10
15
15
15
15

.15,
15
5
5
5
2
4 •

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

COURTESY COPIES 
General Marshall 
General Smith 
General Bradley 

..oral Hodges
Williams 
Gavi'n 
March : 
Tucker

•C

C >ncl
Mf:! Billingslea 
TCC Wing.

Cc.:r-.:.ar,d .5: GS Sch, Levenworth 
F'is id Officers (see atchd 

ll«t-less full colonels)

1
1
1
1
1
5
1 
l 
l 
l 
70

Total 620

1
1
1
1
1
1
1

Colonel Echinan 1 
Colonel Wienecke 1 
Superintendent, USMA 1 
Major 0'Sullivan 1 
Inf School, Ft Benning, GA.l

General Elsenhower 
Field Marshall'Montgomery 
General John Le'e (CZ) 
General Breretbh-. 
General Ridgway 
General Thrasher;(CZ) 
Colonel L




