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CENERAL  OUTLINE OF OPERATIONS.

Reference attached G.5.¢.S. iap of ARNHEN aresn.

SITUATION PRIDR TO THE OPERATION. '

1. By mid-September,1944, SECOND BRITISH Army had
reorganised afteér their rapid advance to the BRLGIAN
frontier and were ready Ffor furtiner advances.

The intention of SECOND Arny was to advance north
neross the MaaS VALL and VEDIER RIJH, form a strong bridge-
hend north of ARNHEM and continue operations north into
HOLLAND and enst ngainst the REICH. Tnp maln axis of the
sdvance was to be BINDHOVEN -~ GRAVR - LJuuGWV ~ ARNHE.uM.
This axis w:;'s allotted to 30 Corps.

2. It was thought that the enemy must still be dis-
organised -after his long »nd hasty retresat from south of
the R. SEINE and that, though there might be numerous
smill bodies of enemy in the ares, he would not be cauawnle
of orginised resistnnce. tO any gpreat -extent.

3. It was %nown that, ~lthoush the airfi=ld =t DETILIN.
7285 was not in use, there wag a very heavy concentration
of flak in its wicinity and in ARNHEWH 1tself

OBJECT OF THE OFPERATION.

4. The airborne force avallabhle consisted of -

_H{ “ritish Alrborne Cormns
1 British Alrborne Division
'82. US Airborne Division -
101 US Airborne Division

.1 Polish Para Rde Group

5. The ‘task of the forcp was to capture and hold the
crossings over the can-ls Aand rivers, which lay on 30
Corpe! axis of ndvshee from inclusive ETIDHOVEN to
inclusiveAARNH?H.

6.°" The tmsk of 1 Airborne Division (with 1 Polish
Para Bde Gp under command) was to canture the bridges
nt ARNHEH® and to establish n bridgehend round thém, so
th.:t formations of. 30 Corps and SECORD Army could PSS
through without delny on thpir deqnco northWards.

2. 82 (US) Airborne Division wnas to0 canvure the
crossings at NIJHMEGEH and GRAVE and o hold the high
ground betwean LNJ‘TCFY,.nd GROESBREEE. HO Zritishn
Airborne Corns was .to. land With 82 (U8) aAirborne Division.

8. 101 (Us). Airborne “1VIQ1nn waere allotued the task
of geizing tnp‘Hrlﬁrﬁs dind A~files betwean EINDHOVEN and
GQH‘W : ’

PLANNINT 4ND PREPARATION. - = °
9. The first notiplcntlon of ‘the over:stion was

recelived on 10 Sen 44 ‘when a'nrpviouq ‘oneration envis~-
eing” the canture of uh. bricpges at ARNUEM, NIJUECEN and
GRAVE by 1 Airborne Division with 1 Polish Pars Bde Oo

‘ -—_—— -..—./under>
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under comm.nd was cancelled. The inform:.tion obht:in-a
for the canecelled overatlion was of considerable value
when planning Oneration LIARKET,

10. At that time unlits of 1 Airlsanding Bde and Divi-
sionnl Troops ware in transilt camps beside the alrfi=lds
of 38 ~»nd 46 Groups R.4.:. 1 and 4 Pars Bdes, with
parachute elements of Divisional Troops, were 1n normal
loc~tlons in the CGRaNTHaM area, whence thery could move
direct to the northern group of . irfields beins used by
the US 9th Trooov Carrier Command. 21 Indernendont Para
Coy were at the 38 Group R.A.F. Station at FATRFORD,
which was oroviding the vathfinder saircraft.

11. A tac Div HG was establlished with HG Alrborne
Cormns at MOOR PARY,

12. The Divisional Commander issued hils verbnal orders
to the Div '0O! CGroup at HOOR PAR™ At 1700 hours on- 12
Sep 44, The same evening information was received that

D Dny would be 17 Sen 44,

13. Certsin readjustments in transit c~mps, coneecuent
on n, freash allotment of gliders and troons to airfields,
were carried out on 12 Sevn, CGliders were lo-ded, and
briefing of troons hegan on 15 Seo.

14, On 14 Sep the Divislional Commander, accombpaniad

by the CRA, vislted the three Rripgade Commanders and

Comm:ander lst Polish Para Bde Go and co-ordinated any
cutstnnding points in the plan. :

OUTLINE FLaN.

15. It is appropriste to outline here the details of
the plan. The op~ration vas to be c.rried out in three
1lifts on three consecutive days, weather permitting.

16. The avallsbility of airoraft -nd gliders by lifta,
«nd the trooms to be carrier in each 1ift, were as
follows: -~ ,

(a) First LAif%,

12 Pathfinder aircraft of 38 Group
R.42.F. (Stirlings). ,

143 C.47 Parachute alrcraft of US ©th
Troop Carrier Command,

358 Tug alrcraft of 38 and 46 Groups R..:. ™.
(8tirlings, albermaries, Ealifaves nd
C.47s8). .

345 Horsa gliders.

13 Hamilesr gliders,

These carrinsd -

Tac Div HG. _

Alrisnding Recce San.
Alrlanding Lirht Regt, Ra,
A tk Bty, Ra,

Para San =E.

Fd Cox RE.

Para Bde.

H (0 1 b 4

«..../1 firlanding
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1 airlanding Bde (less certain sub~unitq,.

16 Para ¥d Ambulance.
181 aAdrlandilng Fd Ambulance. :

(b) Second Lift.

126 C.47 Parachute alrcraft Qf us
@th Troop Carrier Command.
301 Tug aireraft of 38 and 46 Groups R.L.P.
284 Horsa gliders.
17 Hamilecar gliders.

These carried :-

4 Parn Bde.
. 2 4 tk Bty, RA.
: One Bty 1 Airlanding Light Regt, RA.
4 Parsa San nE.
155'Par1 A sambulance. -
Balance of Divisiocnal Troorns and 1
Airlanding Bde.

Rea<supply (35 aireraft).
(c) Third Lift.

114 C.47 Parachute xircraft of US
9th Troop Carrier Command..

35 Tug airceraft of 38 Group R.LIF.

35 Horss gliders.

These carried :- _
1 Polish Para Bde Gp (less its Light Bty).

17. In the first 1ift 1 Para Bde had as their first
responsibility the capture of the m:in road bridge in.

ARNHEW , second priority the capture of the pontoon

bridge at 738774, 1 airlanding Bde were to protect

the DZ and LZ aren until the arrival of the second

Lift on D 4+ 1, then to concentrate And form o perineter
defence line on the western outskirts of 4RNHEM.

18. 4 Para Bde, in the second 1ift, were to move
eastwards qnd continue the pprxmter line along the
high ground just north of ARWNYHEM, linking up with 1

Para Pde on the main road ARNHEM - ATTLDOORN.

19, 1 Polish Para Bde Gpn, in the third 1ifst, were to
land south of the river immediately oprosite ARNHENM,

cross the river by the m-in bridge and occupy . position
-on the eastern outs¥irts of ARNHSEW. '

20, It was thus intended to form a firm bridgehead
round ARNHEM with a false front position and standing
oqtrols pusheéd well out in front of the mqin nosition.

21. All landine=were to ‘take place in daylight.

AL FLIGHT AND LANDING,

22. The weather on Sunday morning, 17 Sep, was sultable

nlthough there was broken cumulus from 500 to 1500 or
2000 £t. This evenstually clenred after passing over the

..... /English
- .

"
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Page 4 :

Enelish const and thereafter it was fine exrent for siight
haze. : oo

23. The route taken by 38 Group and 46 Croup aircraft
from their alrfields in Oxfordshire and Gloucestershire,
wag fTlrst westwards over the Rristol Channel then, after
»+ 180° turn back over the airfield area, to HaTFIELD;
thence north east tn about ORFMRD NTS3, where the column
crossed the coast.

24 ., Parachute alrcraft from the 9th Troop Carrier
Comnand airfields in the CRANTHA'I area flew south east,
Aand passed over the conast nt the same place behind the
glider force.

25. The alr -cHlumn crossed the Dutech Coast at a moint
on the island of OVER FPLAKEE, then flew eastward, south
of the river MAAS, to a moint south of HERTOCENBOSCH,
where the column for ARNHTM turned north east and crossed
the rivers i#xnaS and NEJER RIJN. Very little flakx was
encountered, though rising columns of smoke in one or

two vplaces gnve evidence of e ffective action by the
escorting hombers and fTighters.

26. Both gliders n~nd parnchute landings were accomnlished
practically without ovposition, «nd almost 100% on the
correct LZ and DZ commencing 2t 1300 hrs. Glider landings
took place before the parnchutists dropned. Casualtiles

on the LZ and DZ were slight, concentration in rendezvous
wag nulck and units moved off from 80% to 100% strong.

The time taken to concentrate was below, and the high
percentage arriving at rendszvous far greater than, any
Thing soc far achieved on any exercise or operation.

OFPERATIONS OF THE FIRST LiFT Up TO 1500 hHrs, 18 SEP.

27. The divisionn~l operations up to 1500 hrs D + 1
were split into two separate varts -

(a) The eanture and holding of the north end
of thes maln ARNHE: road bridg~ by elements
of 1 Parn Bde.

(b) The onmerations of that part of the Division,
less 1 Para Bde, which landed in the first
1Lift..

28, This snllit wvas inevitable owing to the necessity
of disversing the airlanding bns to guard the LZ and
DZ for the second 1ift on D + 1,

29, The plan of Commander, 1 Psra Rde wag for 2 Para

Bn to capture the bridge, moving vin HEELSUM along the
1road running close to the north bank of the R. RHINE,
This Bn to hold the south end of the bridges and the north
end, facing west and north west. 3 Para Bn was to move
vis the road HEELSUM - ARNHEM to assist 2 Para Bn by
approaching the bridge from the north, then to assist in
holding the north end of the bridge by facing north east
and east. 1 Para Bn was to move on orders of Bde HQ,
when 1t was clear that 2 and 3 Parn Bns were satlsfac-
torily launched ::nd was to ocecupy the hlgh ground Just

north of ARMNHE:,
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The can%ure and holéing of the north end of the
ARNHEM bridge by olément% of 1 Para Bde. :

30. By 1530 hourq 17 Sepn, 2 Para Bn had. moved

off from their rendezvous at HEELSUM 8477, with

A Coy leading, along the road HEELSUM - OO%TERREEK
7078 ~ ARNHEM.. They advanced about two mlles
before meeting opoosition in the form of MG and
Mortar fire.” This was ¢ircumvented by a move

to the south and A Coy reached the railway about
712774 without further trouble. Here an armoured
car and enipers caused some delay and casualties,
but the directing of B Coy on to DER BRINK 7277

- . and 1ts canpture overcame these, and by 2030 hrs

Action of 3 and
1 Para Bns on
D_Day.

A Coy were occupying buildings close to the north
end of the main bridge at 7477.

31. Shortly afterwards Lt. Col. J.D.. FROST,

OC 2 Para Bn, arrived with Bn HR and HG Coy and, o
later the. same night, 1.Para Bde HQ also arrilved,
less however Brigaéier G.W. Lathbury, the Brigade
Commander, vho had remained with 3 Para Bn.

S2. C Coy, 2 ‘Para Bn, had been detached to

capture the railway bridge at 7078, but this was
blown in. their frces. They then tripd to follow
the rest of their battalion, but were surrounded in
an hotel Whlch the enemy blaqted with tanks and

SP guns. They werec forced to break out and never
re-formed.

33. Meanwhile, 3 Pars Bn and 1 Para Bn had
moved off from thelr rendezvous By the Po lowing
routes !~

{a) 3 Para Bn - Main rd UTRECHT - ARNHEM
(UTRETCHTSCHE WEG)

{b) 1 Parn Bn - Mailn rd AMSTERDAM - ARNHEM
: (AMSTERDAMSCHE WEG)
34, 3 Para Bn's task was to assist. 2 Para Bn
in the caoture of the maln bridge and then establish
a defensive position facing north erast and_east of -
ARNHENM . 1l Para Bn were to occuny the high ground

- in squares 7580 and 72792 so as to deny the enemy

Action of 2 Para

Bn on D 4+ 1.

direct obgervqtion en to ARMHEM. . . R

35, moth bns howpver were held up by enemy
ocpposition and by dark had rot ot beyond about
X roads 690784 and Pt 23.2 (6879) respectively.

36. Both the Commander l Para Bde and Divisional
Commander were with 3 Para Bn at this tim~ as
@nemy action preventpd th@lr return to their own HQs.

37. Two attennts were made during the night
17/18 Sep to capture the ‘south ehd of the bridge,

', the .first by a platoon of a Coy, 2 Para Bn,
attacking aeross the bridge, and the second by
trying to sénd 1 Para Bde HQ Defence Platoon

across .the- rivpr by boat to attack the ‘bridge

from the south.  -Both, however,f.lled.

38. During.the night 17/18 Sep about 1%

..... /platoons
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platoons of C Coy of 3 Para Bn managed to reach
the bridge. At about .0500 hours on 18-Sep B

Coy, 2 Para Bn; less one.platoon and some casual-
ties, also arrived at the. bridge. Later 1in the

.~morngng a.party of about 25 Sappers under Captaln

O'Callaphan~alqo arrived. These were the last

of 1 Para Bde to reach the area of the bridge.
Lt. Col. J.D. FROST had by now assuned command of
the whole force (comprising 2 Para Bn less C Coy)
with Bde HQ, some Savnpers and elements of the Div
Artillery assembled at the bridge).

39. During the morning enemy armoured vehicles:
tried to cross the bridge from south to north, a
total of about 10 armoured cars and half tracks
being acecounted for - six by 6-pr antli tank guns
and four by Ps.I.A.T. - .In the later afternoon a
strong attack developed along the river bank from
the east, supnorted by heavy mortar fire and two
tanis, The attack was held after some-house: to
house filghting and at the evpense of some casualties
Both tanks were knocked out, one by 6-nr and one
by P.I.a.T. C

40. Just before daruy several of the houses
occupied by 1 Para Bde were burnt down. after
dark an attack from the south end of the bridge was
repulsed. o

7’431, “During 18 Sep’' and thereafter the area

Action of 1 Para
Bn on D 4+ 1.

‘occupied by 1 Para Bde was under continuous heavy

mortar and artillery fire, in addition to special
close range attacks by tanks and 8P guns with a
view to sputing on fire and destroying the houses
held by the force

42, Meanwhile, during'the night 17/18-Sep, both

3 and 1 Para Bns had disengaged fromn the enemy

who had held them on their original routes.
3 Para Bn moved on to 2 Para Bn route and 1 Para
Bn avproximately on to 3 Para Bn route. :

43. At 0100 hrs, 18 Sep, 1 Para Bn (less R Coy,
which had suffered 50% casualties and whose .
whereabouts, was not known) moved south with the.
objeet of linking up with 2 Para Bn visx ARNHEM

town. They had no communication with 1 Parn . Bde HQ.

44 The Battalion was held up in aren road
Junction 709783, where efforts were made to dis-
lodge the opposition. :

45. At OB30 hrs «+ méssage from 2 Para Bn was
recelved via the F.0.0, askling urgently for
reinforcements. - C.0. 1 Para Bn decided to
by-pass the ODDOSition to the south and ‘move on.
to the bridpe .-

46. At 0700 hrs, en route to the‘Bridge, the
Battalion picked up Hg Coy - -of 3 Para Bn, .which

had become saparated from its Battalion during a
night march. . Soon afterwards 1 Para Bn encountered
the enemy in strength along the rallway. It
appeared that the enemy had now blocked entry to

ev.../ARNHEM

Q
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ARNHEM from the west.

47. At 0900 hours a determined attack was oput
in to clear the opnosition on DEN BRINK. It
“was supported by light artillery and the nmortars
and medium machine guns of HQ Coy, 3 Para Bn.
This was partially successful.

o

.

G
9]

R

48. Meanwhile, A Coy of 3 Para Bn (also parted
from 1ts Battalion during the night) joined 1
Para Bn. A further attack was put in with 4

Coy, 3 Para 3Bn, assisting. This attack was
succesaful and the hattalion reached just west of
ELIZABETH Hospital 729772 where it was held up.

Action of 3 Para 49. 3 Para Bn on the night of 17 Sep was held
Bn on D + 1. ur in area of cross roads 690784, in an all round
defensive position..

50, During the night there had be~n no wireless
communication. It was decided by the Brigade
Commander (who, wilth the G.0.C., was still with

3 Para Bn) and the C.0., to disengage the Battallon
before first light and move south through OOSTERBEEK
7077 to the bridge.

51. By 0430 hours 18 Sep, the Bn had success-
fully disengaged and moved towards the bridge.

No resistance was encountered until after crossing
the rallway where there was some snivning from the
south. Filnally the leading Comvany reached a
noint 300 yards west of ELIZABETH Hosvoital at
0830 hours. Here they came under heavy fire.

It was then discovered that A Coy, HO Coy and all
the transvort (including three out of four anti
tank guns and the ¢.0.C's and Brigade Commander'as
wireless Jeeps) had become varted. They later
Joined 1 Para Bn, as has already been related.

52. There was no touch =ith the missing companies
and 1t was declded to wush on. A further 100 yards
wags made against opnposition.

53%. At 0900 hrs a German counter attacic developed
from ARNHEM and, from then until 1600 hrs, 3 Fara
Bn was attacked at freauent intervals.

54. At 1230 hrs wireless touch was re-gained

with the missing '4' Coy, who were then about to
Join in 1 Para Bn's attack in the area DEN BRINK.
They were ursed to gat through together with the
‘reserve ammunition, badly recuired at the bridge.

55. At 143C hrs the remnants of '4' Coy and

the Bn Defence Platoon (30 - 40 men), under the
sole surviving officer, arrived having suffered
severe casualtiess in breaking through. No
coherent information could be obitailned as to what
had happened t. 1 Para En. . '

— LIBRARY — 56. It was decided to move what existed of 3
\RIMED FORGES STAFF @oLLEgE?T? Bn through the gardens and houses 'in the
own in the direction of the bridege. At . 1400 hrs
the advance began. The strength then was about
130 - 140 all ranks.
- 5 32 -

Copy |
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Action of 1 Air
Landing Bde on
D day.
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57. The G.0.C., Brigade Commander and Brigade
I.0., who had moved into the town with this bn,

ags they were stlll unable to reach their H.Qs.,
went by the road leading to the ELIZABETH Hospital.
On the way the Brigadier was wounded and had to

be 1aft in a cellar. The G.0.C. and I,0., had

to remalin hidden in a house until 0700 hrs the
next morning, when they managed to get back to

Div H.G. in a Jeep. :

58. Meanwhile, 3 Para Bn were unable to make

any progress and before dark they took up dther
positions 1n the houses, little more than 300
yards north of where the fighting had taken nlace
all day.

The Operation of that vart of the Division (other
than 1 Para Bde) which landed in the First LifT%t.

59, As with 1 Para Bde, so the remainder of

“ the first 1lift was gulckly concentrated after

landing and moved almost without opnosition to
occupy 1lts wre-arranged vositions.

60. Ry 1430 hrs, 17 Sep, Div H.Q. had onened

at 657799, The ¢.8.0.2(Int), B.M., R.A., and

the Chief Clerk had force landed in the U.¥K. and
came in a later 1ift. Shortly afterwards the

two report centres, who had parachuted after Tthn
glider landings, Joined up. Communicatlion wag
established betmen the Commander's rover set and
1 Para Bde :nd 21 Indep Para Coy, but was shortly
lost with 1 Para Bde.

6l. There wnas intermittent firing in the woods
around. Div H.Q., and occasional salvoes of rocket-
projected mortars, which nad the effect of speading
up the digging of slit tTrenches.

62. The G.0.C. visited H.G. 1 Ailrlanding Bde
during the afternoon,and, later, H.Q. 1 Para Bde
nand 3 Pars Bn with whom, as already related, he
spent the night.

63. 1 Airlanding Recce San, less one troopn,

was To have attempted a 'coup de mnain' on the

main bridge at ARNHEWM, but found difficulty in
assembling and thils plan was abandoned. One

troop was sent to assist 1 Para Bde and the remain-
der held in Dlv reserve and occupnied a vosition in
the woods south of REIJERSHEIDE 6781, with patrols
east and west along the road ARNHEM - EDE.

64. Shortly after dark Div H.Q. moved into 4
gliders on the neighbouring L.Z. about 855798,

65. DMeanwhile, by 1800 hrs, 17 Sevn, 1 Alr

Landing RBde H.G. had opened at 664808, Units were
disposed for the nrotection of the L.Z. nnd D, 2.
for the second 1.7t as followwm -

"2 8. staffords (less two coys).

REIJERS CaMP 6681

L TR
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7 K.0.S.B.

PLANKEN WANBUIS 6683
.1 -Border
RENKUM 6276
These posltions were held until thp next morning.

66, After dark one platoon cf 7 X. .0, S B at
633839 were avtacked repeatedly. Patrols of
this Bn penetrat=d into EDE during the night.
Otherwise the night passed almost without
incident.

67. Communications so far had not worked well,
particularly from Div H.Q. to 1 Para Bde with: whom,
except for one brief periocd, no wireless contact
had been na*e ‘

68.° On the morning of 18 Sep the situatlon Was .
unchanged in: the Div HAQ and Air Landing Bde area.
At about 0700 hrs Div H.Q. . moved to cross -roads
665784, with a view to continuing rastwards later
along 1ts axis of advance.

89. At -about 0820 hrs reporis were recelved at

Div H.&. of enemy in HEELSUM and that onecoy, 1
Border, had been surrounded, but as yet were not

in serious difficulties. Such 1little information

as came in indicated that 1 and 3 Para Ens were
meeting very stiff ovpodgition, as has been deqcribed
and that they were needing 1ssistanc@ :

7C. -As the G.O,C. had not returned from 3 Para

Bn Aand no newsg of him had been received since 1800
hrs the previous evening, Brigadler Hicks, Commander,
1 Air Landing Bde, took over the ﬁuties of Acting
Div Conmnnder about 0915 hrs.

71. At OQSO nrs it was dacided that 2 S,,Staffords
(Who sti1ll had two coys -nd other elements to
arrive in the second lift) should rejinforce 1 and

3 Para Bns and assist :them towards-the bridege by

"advancing along the main road HEELSUM - ARNHEM.

72. During the morning the engagement by 1 o
Border at HEELSUM continued and the coy, less 1its
sunporting weapons (other. than M.M.Gs.), managed

to withdraw along the north bank of tho rivpr through

" the other coy vositions.

73, To the north 7 kK.O0.3.B. were involved in

some stiff fighting, to Drotpct the D.Z. of 4 Para
Bde (who were arriving in the second. 1ift) parti-
cularly in the woods .about 6382, where. bittpr hand
to hanﬁ fighting took place.

w4, At about 1115 hre anorovimmtely 20 M. E. 109 .

ailrcraft strafed the D.Z. and L.Z. areas and
severnl gliders burst into flames.

75.- By 1400 -hre 2 S. Staffords (léss two coys)
were held up about 708782, and 1t was then decided
that the remaining two coys (due in the second lift)
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should join the Bn as soon as they arrived.

11 Para Bn of -4 Parn Bde would also be deflected
from its pnlanned task with 4 Para Bde and moved
south to foliow up and assist 2 5. Staffords in
their effort to help 1 and 3 Para Bns to get to
the bridge. The remainder of 4 Para Bde (10

Para Bn and 156 Para Bn) should continue with the
original vplan of securing the high ground north of
ARNHEM. This decision was communicated to Brig
Hackett, Commander, 4 Para Bde, on his arrival
with the second 11ft about 1515 hrs.

OPERATIONS FROM_1500 hrs 18 SEP TO 2359 hrs 18 SEP.

Action of Div

E.G.

76. The second 1ift was due about 1000 hrs on

18 Sep hbut, owing to wenther conditions in the

U.K., 81id not begin to arrive until 1500 hrs.

As on D day, the drop and landing were very success-
ful. There was slightly more flak, both during

the flight and in the L.Z. and D. Z. areas. There
was also minor ground opposition in the D.Z. area.

77. At the same tlme 35 aircraft dronned a

small re-supply. This was a scattered drop, but

a Talilr proprotion was collected by the Div R.a.S.C.
and taken to Tthe Div dumn at Div H.Q. : '

78. As the second list was conming 1in, orders
were issned to move Div H.Q. along the main axis
to the area HARTESTEIN 6978. The Hartestein .
Hotel 893783 was chosen. This had previousgly
been a German Officer's mess.. 'All the offices
were installed on the ground floor, Services were
placed in the grouns and the tennis courts were
usded as a P. V. cage.

7S, Immediately H.Q. was sét up all ranks dug

in aAnd diggirg: was more or less c¢ompleted by

"o onightfall.

‘80.". There was st1ll no news of the G:0.C. The

i

Action of 4 Para’

Bde on D # 1

B.M., R:4., and/G¢.S8.0.2{(Int) arrived with the
second, lift. At . this- stage no - cusualties had beon

fsufferpd by Div H.Q.

81. The G.S.O. l(Ops) met Brig Hackett Commander,
4 Para Bde, on the D.Z. at,1515 hrs, 18 Sep, and
Iinformed him of the change in plan, du@ to strong
opposition to 1 Para Bde.

82. The Brigade Commahder igssued orders as
follows:

(a) 11 Para Bn to move off at once and come
under command 1 Para Bde on arrival at
HARTRESTTZIN.

(b) 156 Para Bn to be prepared to lead the
advance of the Bde along the line of the
rallway.

(¢) 10 Para Bn to remain firm in area 624842.

(d) Bde H.(Q. move as soon as possible to
Area B654823.

(e) 133 Para Fd Ambulance to follow axis of
advance as soon as casualty situation permitted.
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83. About 1700 hrs Bde H.&G. moved to H.G.

7 K.O.3.BR. at 634822 and released them from.
their task of protecting the D.Z. 7 K.O.8.B.
then reverted to command of 1 Ailr Landing Rde.

84, 10 Para Bn were then ordered to move
behind 133 Para Fd Ambulance as soon as they
were able to move and to d=tach one coy to
take over from 7 H.0.S8.8B. in areca track
Junction 634822. The Bn was then being
attacked from time €0 time in a desultory
manner and incurred some casualties.

85. 156 Para B2n got on the move, , skirting
the D.2, to the 3.W., directed on area 663806.
Thelr axis was the track immediately north of,
and parallel to,. the railway.

88. As 1t was getting dark, 156 Para Bn
were ordered by H.g. 4 Pars Bde To halt and
reorganise, and to opush on down the axis of
the railway at first light.

87. At the same time, 10 Para Bn was ordered
to halt in the area of road and track Jjunction
6345823 and reorganise, preparatory to moving
along the Bde axls at 0300 hrs the next morning.

88. At about 1845 hrs (just dark) Bde H.w.
moved to area of hot=l 6847813.

89. About 2300 hrs Commander, 4 Para RBde,

weant to Div H.Q. and received fresh instructions
for the next day, 192 Sep. - The intention was to
advance between inclusive road ARNHEM - ZDE and .
inclusive rallway to secure the high ground XOEPEL
712793, with a firm left flank on the road.

20. 11 Para Bn, which hnad been sent to assist

2 8. Staffords to reach the bridge, had moved

south from WOLFHEZEN 6680 and by the early hours

of 12 Sep had contacted 2 S. Staffords. a»out 726778.

91, We left 1 Bordser extricating their coy
which had been surrounded at HEELSUM. By
1700 hrs the coy ha® fought its way out nnd
rejoined the Bn.

action of
Jorder on

wiiay
K
r

Q2. About 1900 hrs the Bn moved and sgpent

the night digeing in with »a coy each at GRAFTCONMRE
6878, WEG 6877, astride main road 679784 and
ZILVERENBERG B6778.

setion of 7 93, After the second 1ift arrived, 7 K.O0.3.B.
OSE on D 4 1. were reileased from their duty of nrotecting the
' L.Z. Aoout 1900 hrs the Bn began a night advance
towards Lts chjective, the high ground between
54.2(7€4802) and 56.5.697787) via JOHLHNNA HOEVE
6979, :

04, These positions were very strongly held

by the eneny Aand LT was not poseible to locate

and deal wiwlh The ownpogsition in the dari. The

Bn, after suffering casualties, took up a oosit;pn

.
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Just before dawn on 19 Sep, based on JOHANNAa
HOEVE, ‘ :

OPERATIONS FROM OO0l hrs 19 SEP TO 2359 hrs 20 SEP.

Action of 2

Para Bn.

©5. From 19 Sep to 20 Sep the operation fell
into thres definite phases. These took nlace’
concurrently but, for the sake of clarity, will
be degcribed sepnrately. They were!-

(a). The action of 1 Para Bde, with 2 8.
Staffords and 11 Para Bn, In the bridge
area.

(BY. Thme efforts of 4 Para Bde (less 11
Pera Brn) vith 7 K.0.8.B. to secure the high
around nortih o7 ARNHEM

(e). The actions of the remainder of the
Div in the perimeter about OOSTEREEEK.

Operations of 1 Fara Bde with 11 Para Bn and
2 5. _Staffonrts. '

o6. Our narrative left 2 Para Bn at the

polint where they still held the north end of

the Dridge and w-'re - -suffering heavy mortaring

and sheiling. The morning of 19 Sep saw the
German attack from the east resumed withh increas-
ingly heavy mort:aring and shelling and attempted
infiltration.

o7. At midday 3 enemy tanks too* uw position
near the river nnd shelled some of the houses,
making them untenable, Three hlts were obtailned
on the ranks with FPs.I.A.T. and, desnite the
arrival of two more tanks, they then witihidrew,

98. Throughout the remainder of the day attacks
sunported by tanvs and armocured cars continued,
and by evening at least five of the housés had
been burned down, 1lncluding a key one just east
of the bridge. . ,

Q9. The enemy had occupiled 111l houses north

and west of the position and, although not
attempting infiltration from this area, wers able
to keep our pesiticns covered by automatic fire,
to which 2 Para Bn could not afford to reply,
due To shortage of ammunition, which vas now
acute.

100. The numbers of wounded had assumed serious
vropertinsns and were 211 evacuntad to the cellars
nf Rie H. Q. ‘ ‘

10, On the mnrning of 20 Sep (D #+ 3), the-

atta: < ol the sast were ggain resumed. Alter-
native positions te the houses and ruins had been
Cug in the gardens. These ware now shelled at
POt Dian!z rrnes by enemy tanks, Our 6-~-pr. anti-
tane guns coutd not e rnanned as they were under
direct small alme Tlve,

102. A paviy of 2nz3ay attemoted to set charoes

under the bridee This wavrty, and atternts
At infiittratina, werec counter sattacked. Li~ut,

. e
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Action of 1,
3, 11 Para Bns
and. 2 S, Staf-
fords.

Col. J.D. Frost was wounded and Major C.F.H.
Gough took command of the area, referring
matters of importance’ to Lieut. Col. Frost.

103. The Bdé wirdess set on the Div Comman-
der's wave was in communication and the Brigade
Major spoke to the 6.0.C. (who had returned from
3 Para Bn) and staff of Div H.Q., giving the ‘
situation throughout the day.

104. During the afternoon 4 or 5 enemy tanks
crogssed the river from north To south. Never-
theless the position held firm and the bridge
wags covered by fire through gans between the
burning houses.

105. By evening the situation was very serious,
Nearly all the houses had been fired. Just

after dark Bde H.Q. house was set on fire. The
wounded, now very numerous, were moved to another
house, but thils was set on fire before the move
could ‘be completed. There was now nowhere to

put the wounded. Lleut. Col. Frost ordered the
Bde H.Q. narty to move out and then gave the
order for thp wounded to be. surrendered.

106. The strength of the bridge party by the
evening was reduced to about 140. A -further
50/60 were lost Aduring the night.

107. Darkness and enemy infiltration made the
position worse. At 0500 hrs on 21 Sep (D 4+ 4)

an attempt . to retake some houses falled and it

wag clear that the end had come. Bde H.Q. and
the.remnants of 2. Para Bn split 1nto small parties
and attempted to break out. The majority became

_cusualties or were ta%Xen prisoners during the day.

108. All opposition at the bridge now ceaspd
The task of this Bde was to seize and . hold the
ARNHEM bridge. This they had carried out.and
held for 3 days and until they were physically
incapable of further resistance.

109,  Our account left 11l Para Bn having caught
up 2 8. Staffords at 726778. on the, evening. of 18
Sep. The intention was that theage two bns
together with the remnants of 1 akhe 3 Para Bns,
should attempt to reach the bridge to reinforce
2 Para Bn. .

110. To do this, 2 S. Staffords started to

advance at 0445 hrs, 19 Sep through the maln .
street of ARNHEM. They were followed by 11

Para Bn. Remnants of 1 and 3 Para Bns, under
Lieut. Col. Dobie, 0.C.,1l Para Bn, at the same
time started alonr the river bank About 0730
hrs, Col. Barlow, Denuty Commander, Alr Landlng
Brigmﬁe_was sent from Div H.Q. to co- ordinate this
movement, but he did not arrive.

111. By 0630 hrs 2 Staffords had reached

the Monastéry at 734780 but could get no further,
and had suffered heavy casuaWtieq ‘Efforts by

11 Para Bn to mount an attack against the high
ground north of the railway failed, owing to enemy
counter attacks, and by 1100 hrs2a Stafforde had

...../exhausted
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exhausted their P.I.A.T. ammunition and had
been over-run by tanks which had inflicted

heavy casualties. Tt was therefore decided
to withdraw to about 725777, where there was
an anti-tank screen. Here the Bn was re-"

organized 1into a force of five plqtoonq and
one M.M.GZ. platoon.

112. This force immediately attacked DEN BRINK
so as to secure a pivot for 11 Para Bn to attack
on the line of the road running north and south
through DIEPENDAAL 7278 and HEIJONOORD 7278.

The attack succeeded but, before troops could
dig in, the position was very heavily mortared
and shortly afterwards counter attacked by

tanks and overrun.

113. About Tthe same tTime as 11 Para Bn were
forming up for their attack, they were also
attacked by tanks. As a result theilr attack
never materialized.

114. The result of all these operations was

that the remnants of 11.-Para Bn and 2 S. Staffords
fell back to about rd Jjunc 705774 and OOSTERBEEXK
Church 696773, where they were organized into

a composite forece with what was left of 1 and 3
Para Bns.

115. Major R.J.H. Lonsdale, 2 1i/e¢ 11 Para Bn,
assumed command of this force, which was known
as LONSDALE FORCE.

116, So ended n gallant attemnt to bring
sucecour to 2 Para Bn at the bridge.

Operations of 4 Para Bde (less 11 Para Bn) and

7 _KOSE.

117. We left 4 Para Bde (less 11 Para Bn) on
the evening of 18 Sep (D 4 1) with 156 Para Bn
and 10 Para Bn halted and re-organising.

118. The Bde Commander's plan for 19 Sep

(D + 2) was for 156 Para Bn to secure KOEPEL
while 10 Para Bn formed a firm base about
693811. 4 Para San, R.E. were to remain in
area 638804, with one antil-tank troopa as a
back stop.

119. 7 K.D.5./B. at JOHANNA HOEVE were put

under command 4 Para Bde. One coy was given

the task of protecting the L.Z. for the thirad
1ift, containing the Polish glider ele~ment,

due that afternoon, in area 86880. Another

coy was to take over the LICHTENBEEK feature 7079
after capture by 156 Para Bn and act as a firm
base for a further advance, while the remainder

of the bn remained firm in their present nosition.

120. Early on the morning 1% Sep, 158 Para Bn

s put in twd unsucecessful attacks on the LICHTENEEEK

Feature, but were firm on 56.5(6979). 10 Para Bn

had also met strong opposition but, by about mid-

day, were consolidating in the area 690810. By
that time 4 Para Bde H.Q. had been drawn up to
road and track Jjunction 685799 and 4 Para Sqn, R.E.

®
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to b7280&.

121, At about 1400 hrs the Diw Commanqer
visited the Commander, 4 Para Bde. It was
cbvious thet 4 Pars Bde wWere unlikely to make
further progress on thelr rresent axlis and the
Div Commander discussed two slternatlive plans
with the Bde Commander. One of these was for
4 Para Bde to discontinue their present task,
disengage and pass through the northern half
of 1 Airlanding Bde'!s positlion with a visw to
forming the eastern flank to the Div vosition’
on the line ro=d 2nd rallway crossings 712784,
715780 and 712774, It was still hoped that

4 Para Bde would by thls action joln vp with

1 Para Bde in the  Sown, Thus the Div 0051t10n
wo1ld become a rectangular box with 1ts west
and east flanks held respectively by 1 Airland-
ing Bde 2nd 1 Para RBde, with &4 Para 2de in the
centre, the south flank resting on the open
ground Just north of the river.

122, As a2 result of this discussion, and on
receiving information- ﬂbout 1500 hrs of : enemy
movement eastward from HITLSUM snd RENKUM,
Commander, 4 Pars Bde, ordered 10 Para Bn to .
disengagée forthwith and withdraw to the WOLFHLZﬁN
crossing, which was to be selzed and held as.=a
preliminery 1n cagse he was reaulred +to move his
Bde 1n sccordance with the abovs plan, Shortly
afterwards confirmrtion was sent. . to 4 Para Bde.:
from Div H.Q. that this plan was to be put into
operation, ,

123. Commander, 4 Para BRde, then gave oprdsars

for 2n lmmediate withdrawal.,. 1568 Para Bn were
to R.V. south of the rallway about 8679796.

7 K.O.S.BE. were to move to area 20.5(672794),
reverting to command 1 Airlanding Tde on arrival,
Bde H,Q. were to move to Ft 23. ?(679797)

124, 10 Para Bn found oonslderable difficulty
in disengaging. and both. other Bns were under -
conslderable smrll srms, mprtar and S.P. gun
fire from north of the ares... .

125, Into this situation there ﬂrrived nbout

1600 hrs the Polish glider. elemant, landing in
area 6880. -The ensmy reactlion was v1olent°
Pressure aAnd volume of flre immedlately dincreasing.
Thia did not make things EPSi r. for. 1566 Pars -Bn
and 7 K.0.S.B. who hagd by then just recelved
their' orders for an: 1mmedia g Move,  and some:
congestlon, spli*tinr up of sub~units and, temporary
loss of direotion took plece whenAbhev sterted to
withdradw, . ‘ , ,

126, Ry 1800 hrs 10 Pern Bn had. arrived 2t the
WOLFHEZEN croscing, which they.found partially

occupied but mﬁnqged navertheless. To, ocecupy A
position just- soutn of.1t, At the same time
4 Psra San, R,ﬁ, Cwere engnged in passinp the

Bde transport *hrough the culvert At 668804'
a aifficult tnsk owing to deep, loose sand.

127,  The enemy auichly followed up these with—
drawals but was not allowed t6 get beyond the

- oooo-/line
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line of the rallway, By nightfall, 19 Sep,
10 Para Bn eand 4 Para San, R.E,, had reached the
points just given., 156 Para Bn (approximately
270 strong) were holding a position from 678799
to 674797, with Bde H Q. dug in about Pt 23.2
(6879). Some eof 156 Para Bn dld not cross
the rallway but meved to a2 position about
673804, from which only the Q.M. and 68 men
ever re appeared

128, Meanwhile 7 K.O0.8.B. had been able after
considerable difficulty to concentrate at 1its
appointed R.V, at 672794, except for A Coy who
were being strongly attacked in thelr detached
position about 686813. (4 Para Bde reported )
that later 2bout 40 men of 7 K¢O0.S5.B. Jolned
them: these may hAave been some of A Coy)., -. .

129. On reaching thelr BR.V., no representative
of 1 Alrlanding Bde could be found, so 7 K.O.S.B.
continued thelr move untll contacting a Coy

of 1 Border about cross rcads 678784, - The
Second—-in-Command 7 K.O.S.B. had, however, gone
on z2head ~2nd obtalned 1nstructions from Div H.Qe.
to occupy » position to the right and north of
21 Indep Para. Coy, who were about 693793, They
Aaccordingly occupled that night the L shaped
wood And 2 small wood to the e~st of 1t about
696791, o :

130. At 0015 hrs., 20 Sep (D + 3), 4 Parsa Bde
reported to Div H.T. that 156 Para Bn =nd Bde
H.Q. were now loceted ~t 682798, 10 Para Bn
670799,

131, This marked the end of efforts to c“pture.
the high - ground north of ARNHEM,

132. It now remains to relate the events 1inside
the Dlv perimeter in OOSTERBEEK from: 19 Sep.

The =mction of the rem=inder of the Div in the
perimeter =bout OOSTERABTEK from 0001 hours 19
Sep to 2359 hours 20 Sep. .

19 Sep 44.

133, ‘At 0725 hours the G.0.C. returned from 1
Pars Bde, nnd Brigadier Hicks returned to command
1 Airlanding Bde. At thils stAage ,communicatilons
existéd with 4 Para Bde, 1 Airlending Bde 2and.
21 Indep- -Pars Coy. There was still no communi-
cation with Corps or Basse, N
134. Colonel Barlo™, Deputy Commander, 1 Air-—"
landing Bde was sent to co-ordinate the efforts.
of 1, 3, 11 Par= Bns m~nd 2 S. Staffords who- were
ﬁtuempting to get through to 2 Pars Bn on the-
bridge. He wasg not heard of »=gnaln.

135, A% 0845 hrs, CRA and GSO1L(Ops) visited
H.Q. 4 Para Bde and confirmed details of
objectives for 4 Para Bda's Attempt to seilze
the high ground north of ARNHEM,

136, During the morning there wasg intermittent
strafing by M.Es,, but little damage was done.

® - e
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145. We have seen that, at 0015 hours, the
locatlons of 4 Para Bde Weref@s follows!i—

Bde H.Q. ~nd 156 Pars Bn — 682798
10 Para Bn _ . - 670799

146.. At sbout 0600 hrs heavy shelling ~nd
mortaring of the whole Div area started. . At
the same time 4 Pars Bde started ths 1r_move
eastwards, to enter the Div perimeter, =lon
the route Pt 23.2(6879) - track junction
677794 — BHEEDE LAEAN - rosad junction 683785,

in the order of 156 Pars Bn, Rde HQ And 10 Dera Bn.

‘147, Although 156 Pars Bn ceme under flre

almost At once at 678795, they had by 0715 hrs
overcome thils. Later they 2gain met hervy
oppesition. A risht flanking movement by C
Coy almost resched the Tond junction 2t 679784
but was hsld up 2bout 200 yds short of 1t.
However, by 1000 hrs the Bn hesd closed up 2nd
was covaring ths road And track Junction =2t o
682786. At thils time the Bn strength was about ¥ -
90 all ranks. . . .

148, The ensemy were now obviously in soﬁe

strength between 4 Pars Bde a2nd 1 Alrlanding Bde.

10 Para Bn were therefore ordered to move round

the east of 156 Bara Bn from.track junction
682787 to romnd junction 687733, This advnnce
entailled clearing away opposition all -the way
but, by about 1200 hrea, they revorted to 4 Para
Bde HO that "they. had reached the VALKENBIRG L’AN
6878 and were movlnr qouth

149. . Enenmy filre had been’ erW1nﬂ in"intensity
21l the time, With ~ttacks which Wwere pressed
home gtrongly =nd., by 1215 hrs, 2%t least two

.enemy tanks .hAad. appeered on the scene.

150, 10 Pex 5 Bn . wére therefore ordered to
fbreak through %o thée mein Div position At 211

costs and 2% 1310 hrs Lt., Col. Smythe and Major
Warre, GO A»nd 2.1/c. of the Bn, with about 60

all ranks. thas LOuﬂ“ effective strength of their™

Bn. . arrived st Div H.Q s They were told to
PeOPg"ﬂlLe and ocnupy a po«iulon nov:rinr X roads
'?05_;’?87 from the enst.

181. The rem~ind=r of 4 Para Bde continued to
be subjected to determined ntftacks by 11fqntry

supported by tanke, Which wers only prevented ..
Fropn teﬁ'inp right homs by lwmed;nte counter R
,qutgpns and grenade throW1ng“ T _}f

4

>”l52°;~basua;ules had bsgen heﬁvy; pﬁrtich”rly

in officerd, and the eEhemy ssemed determined to
liaquidate the position bhefore dark. The- Bae ./
CQmmande *nere?ure dgeidad to try to break

“out and male o desh for the main Div position,
. Thig.wang.sucsassful and at 1850 hrs Brig. HACKLTT

reported ‘o Div ‘BQ that "156 Pars’ Bn,” 2about . 70
strong, were-reorganising sbout 689784 Bde

s eeees/HO

a
4
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137. An akr supply drop -took plaee at 1600 .hours
on a pre-arranged DZ on the open ground abhout 7179,
Failure in cammunications had precluded warning
Corps or UK. that the D.Z. was in enemy hands.
There was consideresble flak to meet the alreraft
and all supplies fell into enemy hands. Every
effort was made with Tureksa, yellow smoke, verey
llghts, ground sitrips and ysllow celanese triangles
to attract the attentlon of the pillots and get

them to drop thelr suppliles on the area of Div H.Q.
6978, This had only & very limited success,

138. The drop of the parachute slement of 1
Folish Indep Prra Rds Gp, which formed the major
part of the third 1ift, 4dl1d not taks place on

19 Sep. It was now clear that they could not
carry out thelr originnl task of landing south
of the main ARNHEM bridge, crossing it and occupy-—-
ing thelr positions east of AANHEM. It was
therefore decided to arrange a new D.Z. for the
Polish pereschute slement, north esast of DRIEL
6875 and to glve them the task of holding =2 firm
bridgehead on the south bank of the river in the
area of their DZ,

139. A% 0800 hrs 19 Sep, 7 KOSB pessed to
command of 4 Para Bde and their efforts to
assist in goining the high ground north of
ARNHZN have been relﬂted

14C. As we have seen, 2 S. Staﬁfords were under
command of 1 Pars Bde 2~nd were attempting to
reach 2 Para Bn At the bridgs.

141. The diepositions of the remainder of 1 .
Alrlanding Bde errly on 19 Sep were as follows:-—
Bde Hg — BILDERBERG 6878
1 Bordef — PFProm BILDERBERG TO HTZVEADORP agwv

Glider Filots—~ Ares GRAFTCOMEE 6878

M-D. S, - gar cross ronds 696784

142. 1 Border hsd = frirly oulét dny until
1900 'hrs, Then ~ll their coy..loc2litles were
attacked. They re pulseq nll these attacks.

143, 7 KOSE revertad to command 1 Air Landing
Bdae on reaching 698791 abeut midnight.

144, We hove shewn how, by 2400 hrs, remnants
of 1L 2, 11 Parm Zns and 2.8.. Staffords were
orgahised into A composite force =2bout ro~d
Juncticn 705774 and OOSTEREEEXK church 6968773,
The stirength of these remnsnts. was =g follows:—

1 Fars Bn - .~ 116
3 Pars Bn — 40
11 Pare En - 150
2 <. tefTords — 100
Glider Pilots -~ 30
F.O.—.Oso-. —_ 2
1 ‘ . " ) (...'/20 SeQ 44,
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HQ were bonnentrated about 691785. 4 Para
San RE had =1lso arrived in the same arsa about 50%:
strong. ‘

153, 4 Para Bde's strength, and events of

20 Sep on the FEastern flank, yet to be descrlibed,
made 1t impossible for them to cccupy the line
oviginally intended. Therefore, with 10 Para

Bn alrsady helding a position round ¢cross roads
705783, 156 Para En were given a2 similsr area
with Ltq centre at 697787, This they occupled
at 1930 hours.

154, The s=s2stern front of the Div ocutside
ARNHEM was very exposed for the enemy was by this
time astride the railway and road approaches
betwpan ARNHEM snd. OOSTERBEZEK 2~nd prevented all
efforts to supply cr get physical touch with 1
Para Bde in ARVNHEM. Thers wag little or nothing
at this stage to stop the snemy 1T he attacked

in the directlon of OOSTERBEEK. from ths sast,
where Div HQ »nd Dlv troops were situated.

Action of 1 155, In the remaindesr of the Div aresa, 20

Alr Landing EBde Sep, wes chiefly remarkeble as beling thp day

and. LONSDALE when lntense mortaring =nd shelllng really started,
force. “followed by determined Anfantry attacks supported

by tanks or SP guns. The_results of these were
that, on the EZastern perimeter, the lins could
only be established from cross rosds 702684 —
OOSTERBEEK 3Statlion 703674 and evan then the
force svallable was ilnsufficlent to prevent
infiltration., The HMDS Rt cross roads 697784
wag in eiemy hands.

186.  The Light Regt were very actively engaged.
213 day in support of 1 and 4 Pﬂra Rdes. The
spzad and accuracy with which support was given,
both now and later, prevented many inclpient
enemny aStacks from developring.

157, Ths supply drop took place about 1700 hrs,
Ovposlitrion was a2gain intense, bput the drop was-
more suzczssful this tims Aand units picked up
such containers and panniers as fell in their
vicinity. 20 Sep endsd with a2 message from HQ
Airborne Corps saying that the NIJMEGEN bridge
had been captired - intact.

. OPERATIONS FRUH LCOOA_nis. 21 SFEP DO 2000 HAre’ 25 SEP

2t EeD.

188. 4% 0200 hrs, the Div Commander hela =
cenfererce #% DiIv HQ and divided the remaining
troops intos two forces. Thst undsr Brigadier
HICKXSB bDeing responsible for the west slide of
the perimslter, and that under Brigadier HACKETT
for the east side:--

Recce S2an —~ 694725
7 ¥,0.3.5. — 604791,
21 Indep Para ,

Coy _ .~ 690789

eve..5/Glider
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Action of
Erigadier
Hackett'!s
force.

Action of
Prigadiler
Hickt! s Force.

Page 20 '
" Glider Pllots — 687787

1 Para San RE)
4 Para San RE) About wood 688785
9 Fd Coy RE )

1 Border - Between KOUDZ HERBERG
6878 and HEVZADORP

Brigedisr Hackett.

1%6..Para’ Bnm - 6977a%
10 Psra Bn ) —~ Crosse roads
Glider Pillots) 696784

Elements of 1, 3 and 11 - Church
Para Bns (Lonsdale Force) 696773

1l Light Regt RA and
2 8. Staffords. — 8694774
(Thompson Force)

159. PBrigadier Hackett established hils H.Q.

at 696784, There wasg heavy mortaring and shelling
during the morning, particularly in Lonsdale

Force area.

160, 156 Para Bn was attacked durine the after-
noon ag was 10 FPara Bn, but both held firm and
repelled thes attacks, Later a heavy attack,
supported by S.P., guns, developred agalnst 10
Para Bn. They were over run and most of theilr
houges viere set on fire. There were now no
officers 1n 10 Para Bn =nd very few men. They
managed to come to tne surface again and re-—
establlished themselves in sdme of thelr old
houses, vhere they were subjected to constant
atte=ex for ths naxt two days. During the day .
30 Corps artillury gave valuable support, parti-
culariy in 10 Para Bn's area.

161. During this day Erig Hackett was wounded
and handed over command to Lieut. Col. Murray,
Gilder Tilot Regt,

1le2. 7 K,0.8.,B. were troublad by snlpers vwho
~had infiltrated durling the previous night, and the

merning was spent in carrying out minor attacks

to clear them out. Jdbout 1630 nours the enemy

put in a determined attack on 7 K.Q.S3,B. The En
repllied with = vigdrous counter attack culminating
in a bayonet chargs., vhlch completely cleared the
enemy from the area leaving large numbers of his
dead o2in the field.

163, This Bn lost heavily in the setion. (4
Officers killed and 8 wounded). I% was therefore
declded to slde step =2nd fill the gap betveen

them and 2L Inde&p Fara Coy. This move was carrlied
ouvt without meajor incident. The Bn subsequently
moved to ares 693788,

16+, 1 Border wrere also. heavily atteclzed during
the day, and agsalin 1n the evening. One coy were
driven from their positlion about 685770 and, desplte
gallant erforts to retzke 1t. were eventually foreed

a--vo/baCk
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Action of 1
Indeo Follish
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Page 21 o L '
back to the area 692774.

165. As has been related, the Div Cémmander
held an "O" group at 0800 hrs and reorganised
the avallable forces, '

166. At 1000 hrs the heavy shelling and
mortaring set the Div ammunition dump on fire.
and, after strenuous sfforts by Div HQ Dperson—
nel, the fire was brought under control.

167. An air re-sopply took place at about
midday. The supply alreraft came 1in Yescorted"
by HM.E.1098 and 1t was not successful, A '
further supoly drop in the afternoon was more
succeqsful

168, There was very little food throughont,
the Divlision and acarcely any water. Ammuni-
tion was also running very low B ' '

169. Durlnz the afternoon advantage o8

taken of the guns of 64 Medium Regiment, of

30 Corpse, who carried out many shoots, breaking
up many attacks before they began or could
become dangerous. Throughout this and succeed—
ing days the fire of this regtment wae of the
greatest assistance. ’

170, The main wireless net was still working,
except to Corps. The alr support reasr link
wag knocked out by mortar fire, but had at no
time been in touch =with 1ts control, Lvery
effort was made to contact Airtroops (Rear) .
in U.K. 2nd re-direct the supply dropping air-
craft., o ’ '

171, We have -seen that the Polieh a2nti tank
battery landed in gliders on the 18th and 19th
Sep. They were allotted tasks wlthin the Div
perimeter. ’ )

172, After two postponements of 24 hours
zach, the parachute element of the Polish :
Indep Bde Gp took off from the U.K. on 21 Sep.

At 1715 hrs they began to drop on the new DZ

south of the river. The weather was not good
and a2 number of aircraft returned to U, K
without dropping their lo=d.

173, At 2100 hrs Bde patrols ascertainesd that
the HEVEADORP ferry 6876 had been sunk and the
north bank of the river at that point was held
by the enemy,

174, At 2230 hrs the Bde L.O. from Div HO
arrived with instructions for the RBde to cross
the river, while the Div would endeavour to .
attack the northern end of the ferry and gend
over boats and rﬁftsh

 175. Wheh the léading elemente of the Bde

reachsed the river 1t was found that neithm :
hoats nor rafts had arrived. The Bde Commander
therefore decided .to move to DRIEL 6875 and
establish defensive positions there,

. emee. /22 SEP
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22 Sep ~ 24 Sep.

x

176, Some re-adjustment was necessary before
first light on 22 Sep. The perimester was
contracted ‘on the northern fsce and the Recce
San came under command Brigadier Hackett!s

(now Lieut. Col, Murray's) force and, together
with 21 Inded Pera Coy and 4 Paora Sqn R.%®,
were moved.over 'to the eastern flank, The
former occupled positions from cross ro=ds
696784 to 695780, and a detachment of Div
R.A.3.C., extended the line from 695780 to 695776.
4 Para San were held 1in Bde .reserve neayr 4
Para 1=?éte H;@.~about'695784 :

17w, “The ground included 1in tho Dtv rerimeter
wag an odd combination of thickly wocoded country
and built up areas. The west and centre were
well wooded, and the north and eastern flanks
rested In the streets .ana houses. The southern
flank was the R. LEK. '

178, During 22 Sep the G 5.0.1(0ps) and C.H.E.
left to cross the river to contact the Polish
Bde and 30 Corps. They returned during the

night 23/24 Sep. The British G.S.0.1(L) from

the Polish Bde also arrived at Div H.M.

179, ©n the night of 22/23 Sep soprox 5O

men of 1 Poligh Para Bde were ferrled across
as reinforcements and on the next night about
150. These were alpced under zrioadler Hicks.
That greater’ numbsrs weve not got aecross was

jdue largely to lack of facillities.’

" 180. During the eVoning of 23 Seb e supoly
"drop took place, but only a very sm~all aquantity

could be pickeda up. This chiefly due to the
wide dlspersion ana =2lso ovilng to the ~ctivity

"of enemy snipers. That collected 4did, however,

slightly relleve the food shortage for the wounded,

181, On the nith 2&/25 Sep, 4 Dorset of 130

Bde (43 Div) attempted a crosseing, but the landings
made were very scattered, a large proportion

being in the area of the "HTVEZADGAP ferry, which

was flrmly in enemy hands, Tlie Bn never concen—
trated as a fighting unit after crossing.

182, The prisoners in the tennlis courts

neer. Div H.0. wers beginning to.feel the effects
of shoxrt -ratlons and of thelr own shelling =2nd
mortaring, . and were beglnning. to cguote Geneva Cone -
ve“ui”ﬂs : . L )

183. .From .29 Sep -until "the morning of 25 Sep

it was fcr theose 1n the perimeter 2 aguestion of
withetanding continuocus attacks, mortaring and
shelling. The force was dwindling steadily

in nunmners and strength owlng to casualties in
officers. man 2and wempons, »~nd was becoming
lncreasingly chort of ammunition. Much patching
ty emall partied and freguent milnor re—adjust—
menta 5f e perimetiyr Were nscessary, but, excapt

. for the,“ Liberate closing in of the north face

of %the per:zmster. 1lttle or no ground was los%
and the "eweral~lav -out remalned the same
thrﬁngJJt the defence. From this time onwards

o QT
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ratlions and water were very short and

the evacuastlion and care of ths wounded was
always & worry, as most of the time the M.D,S,.
wag iIn ensmy hands, Movement became very
restricted, owing to infililtratlion of snemy
snipers and, latterly, M.¥M.Gs. Blockiang of
roads and tracis by fallsn trees, branches and
by demaged vehicles made the use of the Few -
surviving Jesps almost impossible.

184, At sabout O605'hrs on 25 Sep, thzs Div’
Commandaer recelved a lsetter from Commander,

43 Div,: which ex?plalined that SECOND Armyl!s
intentlon weas not now to form a bridg:zshead
over the MEDER HALIN nssyr ARNHYM, It also gave
the plan for the withdrawal of ths Division
south of the river on . whatever date should be
agrsead, The Div Commander thersfore informed
43-Div by R’R/T that the withdrswal must talke
place on the night 25/26 Sep and this was shorfly
after agreed, It was to be known 2s Operatlon
'EERLINY, ' ’

185, At 1030 hrs on’ 95 Sep, the Div Commander
gave out his orders. Fro,e1n5 was to start

at 2200 hrs, and units were to withdraw on a
timed.programme, by two routes. In ganeral
those furthest from the river wers to start.
first. 1t wag not expscted that elther of
these Youtes would be free from enemy inter
fershre, but they were the besgt pPossible; one
being on the *7est and ons. on the srst side of
the Div ~Are~a. 1 Airlsnding Bde and 4 Parsa

Ede wers to post guldes on-ths wsest =2nd sast
routes respactively »nd Div R,E. were -to mark:
the way to the river from tha points where
these routes met the opan ground north of the
river.

186, Units vesrs to move to the rivsasr in
parties of fourtssn, which number wasg 20Proxl-—
mately = bostlosd, Boots wers to be mufflaed:
go ag to desdsn the nolse sand, If fired on,
parties were to take svasive sctlon, =nd only

 fight if compelled to, g0 2s to avdid the danger

of indlscrinminate firing. On =rrivel 2t the
river, partiss were to lie down under cover
of thé bank and awalt their turn for =2 bost,

187, The guasrd on the Div P, fage (211 *
voluntaars) was to remsin inhOOQ“t*C till 0130
2 i

n

hours, 2t Sep, when 1t was to withdraw

ostentatiously as possible. There Were about:
ma

‘P00 pricsoners in the c¢ags at thls ti

188, . HQ Div R,A, arranged wilth G.Cfﬂ.u %0
CO“DC . for = c0W0ﬂ~nen51VP artillsry programme

to COVQP ths whole ﬂithdrﬂwnl The efficizncy
of .th vihen the= withdreal began undountédly

contrmbutﬂd very lnrzul to ths success of the
ocp=aration, -

189. 25 Sep wes oulstar then the day hefore,
but by the =2nd of ths..dey anemy infiltrstion was
considerebleae, The gnemy ers Tirmly estabhlished

,-.../.’I.H
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in wood 795777 and = shoot by 64 T=dium
Regliment wag carried out on thils area which,
it should be noted, was in the centre of the
Div position. At meny othasr »laces gnipers
and some il.:i,Gs. “"ers in positilion ineids our
lines, &nd most units were %o somes extent
encircled #nd cut off frem their nsizhbours,
Such was the position woan thea withdraval
began., .

190. Right from the time of landing, the

Dutch populrstrion proved themselves most nelp-—-
ful in kroviding information snd guldss, and
aggliegting with thes wounded. Thnlg they continued

. to do on all possible occssions throurhout the
operation, thouwh Guring ths close senclirclasment
of the Div psrimeter from D + 3 till the svacuation
agsistance was insvitably limited. .

THE WITHDHRAWAL TO NIJUMZGEN

191, At 9145 hre, 25 Sep the first units to
withdraw crossed the starting line, which was
the ro=d between road junction 79277+ and CHURCH
796774, *Tha snemy wag moritaring =nd shelling
very hesvily =t this time, which m=sde things
difficult for tha first units to move.

12, Eowever, about £200 hrs thes snemy fire
slackened =nd, thoush there was a considerable
amount of speemodie ghelling, mort,rrins, MMG
fire and sniplng, 1%t ald not seriously interfere
with movem=nt, Ths enemy made no move himself
to prevant the withdrawal, for which 320 Coros
artillery concantraticng were no doubt larcely
resaponsible. _ :

193. The night was dearkz wilth ~n overeast sky,
hervy rrin ~nd =~ gtrong wind; wmost sultable
conaitions for tha ocemnsion.

1%9«. Fz2rrylng acroes the river bsgsn at 2200
hrs as plannséd, ~nd continued throushout the
night. The ben~viour of the troous during

the =ithareswsl sna ths long woit theot most of
them had in the colda roin besids the river wag
exemplary; perrticulerly for m=n ho n~d bsen
firhting continuocusly for nine days, <ond for
some who hed head prsesctically neither sleeo nor
food ond onl, very little water.

195. By davn on 286 Sep, when operationg hed

to cease, approx 1700 all ronks of ths Division
and 420 Glider Pllots hmad besn farrisd ~cross,
About 300 men stilll remmined, ~11 who could swim
having =2lready dons o,

196, After croscing, =11 ronits marched to a
R.V. gouth of D-IZL, whers rum, tss, hot food
and = bhlenket wers provided by 43 L1v, an
excellent and much =oprrecilsatsd reception,.

197. Too much preise cannot be gilvan to the
excellence of th= sarrang=amsnts made by 43 Div for
the crossing of the river and subsecuent transvort
wag provided from DRIEL to NIJHMEGCEZN where the

- R .‘./1 o
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remaing of the Division were concentratsd by
1200 hrs, 26 Sep. :

THE RETUAN FoObl NIJMZGEN TO U.K.

198. At 1430 hrs, 26 Sep, the G.0.C. held a
conference at NIJuquu, the chief points belng
the collectlon and rsorganisation of units,
clothing of personnel and composition of
nominal rolls by units of a1l those present.
Accomodation was allotted on thes basis of

one bullding for both Para Bdss, one for 1
Airlanding Bde and a third for Div Troops and
Glider Pilots.

199, The !Sesborne tail' of the Divisicn had
already arrived in NIJWEIGEN, and hed been able
to prepare thls accommodation. Thieg alco

meant that ths great majorlity of. the survivors
recelved thelr lasrge packs containing a complete
change of clothing.

200, Adveance partiités were ordered to move esrly
on 27 Sep %o GRAVE ailrfield in order to

fly to U.K., prior to the return of the Division
by alr to 1ts normal locations. On 27 Sep,
however, 1t was found that GrRAVE sairfield could
not be used =2nd o & small advance party under
the AA, & Q.M.G. went by road to BRUSSELS and
thence to U.K. by =21ir,

201, The morning of 27 Sep Wwas gpent in reorg-—
anisatlon =2nd clearing up vrior to the Division
being paraded for 2 vislt by Lt. Gen. F.A.M,
Browning, Commsander Alrborne Corps, at 1700 hrs,
He visited 211 three bulldings, at each explained
the big picturp of Operation 'MARKET', and compli-
mented the Division on 1its qchiPVPm»nts.

202. On 26 and 27 Sep the G.0.C, visited 30 Corps,
43 Div =nd 64 Med Regt, R.A. »nd thanked them for
their =ssistance to the Division both during the
battle and the withdrawal, OCn 28 Sa G.0.C,
visited H.Q., SECOND Army and had lunch with the
Army Commander. He then WPnt to Tac HeQe, 21

Army Group where he spent the night as the guest
of Fleld Marshal Montgzomary.

203, On the evening of 27 Sep, lnstructions

were lssued for the move of the whole Division,
including Glider Pilots, by. road to DIEST. the

next day, prior to returning to U.X. by air from
BRUSSELS, This move was completed without

inrcident by approx 2000 hrs, 28 Sep, but to LOUVAIN
instead of DIEST. The  former was much nesarer
ERUSSELS alrfield and had better accomodatlon.

The Divislion spent a most comfortable night 1in
LOUVAIN, 28 » result of the excellent arrangéments
made by Reer H.Q., SECOND Army. The route taken
from NIJHMIGEN to LOUVAIN wag via ELINDHOVEN:

and DIEgT,. .- oo

204, On 29 Sep, =2lthough the weAther was unpromis—
ing, 420 Glider Fllots were evacusted to the U.K.
During the morning, Mz jor Gsneral Williams, ~Com-
manding -General, 9th Troop Carrier Command, fleW
over in his own aireraft to pieck up thé G.0.C.

u,.o,/The

—


stokesc
Rectangle

stokesc
Rectangle


— e

Page- 26 ..

The latter was met 2t CRANWELL by Lieut, General
Brereton, Commanding General, First Allied Alrborne
Army, and by Major General Crawford, Director of <
Air. The weather was not very good untll about 140
hrs, when it cleared sufficlently, and between

then and 1630 hrsa the whole of the survivors of

the Div, less 1 ard 4 Para Bdes and R.£A.S5.C. had
taken off. 1 Air Landing Bde went to WOODHALL SPA,
within walking distance of thelr blllets and the
remsinder ianded st BARKSTON HEATH and SALTBY,’

205, ©On 3C Sep the remasining survivors were
cleared during the morning and were 8ll back
in theilr normal. locetions by about 1400 hrs.

206. Thus ended operation MARKET, the sixtesnth
operation planned by the division since 6 Jun 44.

T
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ADMINISTRATIVE ASPRECT OF THE OPERATION

GENERAL. T

207, A& the role. .2llotted to the Divislon after 6 Jun 44 wie in
effect that of standing by to carry.out &t short notice, with or
without assistance of U.S. Alrborne Divs, operations of widely
varyilng natures anywhere in FRANCE or; later, in the LO¥W COUNTRIES,
any administratlive plan had to bei— -

(a) PFlexible — to cope with the varying types of oprera—
tions, varylng Orders of RBattle and the varled numbers of
alrcraft allotted to the adminigtrative echelon,

() Slmple - g0 ms to be easily assimilated by units in
the short time avallable for brlefingo ) T

208, The continual planning and subseaquent cancellation of opera-
tions enabled the administrative drill to be worked out and the
adminlstrative plan to be thoroughly understood by all. A1l Ad-
ministrative Orders were based on two comprehensive Administrative
Instructions issued prior tc 6 Jun and, for operations planned
subseauently, the only detalls tovbe.sent out were:-—

(2) Allotment to Transit Camps. o

(b)  Allotment of troop carwying tranqnort to airfields.

(¢) Allotment of aircraft to admlnistratlve echelon.

(a) ,Detslls -0f re-supply.

(e) Locations of Div FMC and PW Cage. -

(f) Money exchange arrangemsnts,

LAUNCHING OF OPERATION.

209. Translt Camps occupled varied according to the allotment of
units to alrfields, which was necessarily different for each op—
eration. For operation MARKET both Parachute Edes, . who were
taking off from airfields in the GRANTHAM area, utilised their
own billlets, whilst the remainder of the Division occupied camps
on airfields in the South, extending “rom MARGATE to TARRANT
RUSHTON, 4in Dorset Addc catlon:y:Lrocps to camps is shewn a2t
Appendix 'A' .

210, The movement.of trocps to transtt camps 2nd thereafter to
alrfields reauired more transport than could be Provided from
Divisgslonal resources, Three extra Wer Office ‘conitrolled RASC
Coys were, therefeore, attached to the Div during the preparatory .
period but, working on an ailctment of one vehicle per sbHlck of
parachutlsts, even these might not have been sufficient had the
whole Division had to take off in one 1Lift.

MAINTENANCE PLAN',

. ' ‘ N /
211, Based on the assurance that the Dlv was to e linked up
wlith ground forces afiter four dayes, -the maintenance plan was ae
follows:—

(a). SugplieSA_All troops to .dand with two P4—hr rations

e man; ona emergsency ration per man.
*1 alideirs %o carry one box oii Compo,
f_".:./(wg).
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(b)), Petrol. 350 mlles per vehicle,.

(e¢). Ammunition. 1st Line Scales plus a consldersble
amount of certaln -extra ammunition
) carrisd in:-—-

(1) ‘Spare contalners by Unite.
{(11) Airborne vehilcles of RASC.

(111) Bulk loaded Hamilcars (see para
: 2186 below) .

It was apprecliated that the following types of ammunition
woqld be particularly requlred and, these types formed the bulk
of the load of the RASC vehicles and Hamillcars:-

75 mm. 6-pr. - 17-pr. 3" Mor HE, PIAT

(4) QOrdnance. It was not considered that a large Ordnance
detachment was necessary but only sufficlent
personnel to recelve, list and igsue stores
recelved by alr. A certain amount of space
.was, however, allotted to ordnance stores in
the »ulk loaded Hamilcars. See Appendix 'B!'.

(e) REME. It was thought that the maln task of REME
would probably be the mailntenance of wireless
sets and weapons and that there would be no
time or opprortunity during the operation for
major repalrs to vehicles., All jeeops were,
however, supplied with spares in order that
repalrs could be carried out by thelr drivers,

:

(f). One Para platoon dropped or landed with each

- Bde. Five gliders were allotted to each Paras
platoon for the carriage of thelr jeeps and
trallers which would be used to carry spare
ammunition for the Bdes in the initial stages,
but would later revert to control of the CRASC
for the use 1n clearing Div supply drops.
The balance of 18 Horsa Gliders were used to
transport half one light transport platoon,
RASC, who were to carry Dlv spare dmmunition
and to carry out normal RASC duties wilthin
the Div. )

(g). Provost. One Sec of Provost dropred or landed with
- each Bde and two Secs with Div HQ. Their
dutles were normsl,. :

ORDER OF BATTLE.

212. For detalled Order of Battle of A/Q Staff and Services
see Appendix 'C',

SUPPLY BY AIR.
213, BRBefore departure;'lists of ammunition and ‘stores reaulred
for suppPly by alr, based on the flgures of ailrcraft dvallable,

had been given to HQ AilrYorne Troops. Certaln SDPs had been pre-
" selected.

Marking of SDPs wag tote carried out by 21 Indep Para Coy
using Zurekas on vredetermined freaquencies, After drop all

» PN

0..-‘/St0res


stokesc
Rectangle

stokesc
Rectangle


. 8 _ .‘ ]
R AN ',

Poage 29

1]

stores were to be cleared to Div Malnt Area by RASC
units on demand. Any surpluses bullt up were to bhe
to HQ Alrborne Corps on its arrival,.

214, That the re—-supply of the Div was unsuccessful can be attri-
buted to various.factors, the main of which wers:-

(a) In the early stages lack of communications prevented
changes 1In SDPs belng notifled to Base.

(b) The strength of the enemy Flak defences caused consider-
able loss to aircraft, forced tham to taks evaslve action
and prevented ancurate dropping. :

(c) The compsratively small slze of the Div perimeter,
combined with (b) above, maesant that the major portion
of the resupply fell into enemy hands.

(a) Lack of communications between ground and air prevented
the exact location of SDPs belng notified to the air-
craft when overhead. Some form of VCP in future 1is
essential,

(e) The constant shelling and mortaring and conseauent
loss of vehlecles made collection and distribution on
a Dlv and even Bde level 1n the later stages impos-
gible. Units merely recoversd what they could from
contaliners dropping in their own area.

215. Detalls of stores dropped, aircraft losses and approximate
figures of the re-sup»ply zctually rsccvered are shown in Ap-—
pendices 'D', 'E' and 'F'. » :

BULK LOADED HAMILCARS.

216, A jeep 2nd traller carried in =2 Horsa Glider can never
really carry aconomical losds of ammunition and suoplies =2nd 1t
had always bsesen appreciated that = supoly drop was at best o
somewhat chancy business. It was, thesrefors, decided to experi-
ment in loading thrse Hamllcarsg completely with stores and

using RASC transgport to clsar thsm. to the Div Maintenance Ares on
a2rrival. For loads carrisd see Appendix '2!',

217, All these Hemilcears landed safely snd two were completely
unloaded, the third falling into eneamy hands, The loads of these
two Hamllecars proved invalusble and formed thes hasis of the Div
FMCs which weares set up early in thes opsration. With rs—suprply
being the somsawhat doubtful factor thet 1t 1ig, the bulk losded
Hamilicars or Horsse would =2ppenar to be the golution to ths maint-
enance of Alrborne Divigilonsg providzsd that distances 2rs not too
great to prevent stores belng ferried from ths LZ to the troops.

SEA-OC«sNEZ TATIL.

-

218. The Divisional Seaborns T=21il of 1,000 vehiclss had been .
despatched to FRANCE soms six weasks presviously. It was loaded
with 2nd line ammunition, explosives, 2 days Compo rations for
the whole Div, 50 miles of petrol for every vahicle, men's
recks,: cooking eaulivmant 2nd offlce eaulpment, In oddition as
it was appreciated that suppliss of 75 mm How might be difficult
to obtaln overseas each vehicle carried 12 rounds of 75 mm How
giving a total of 4,500 rounds over =2and =2bove @id line ~llotment,
Numbers - of vehicles and detrils of losds carried by RASC
vehleoles are shown at ADpendix 'G'.  Ths Offig=r i/c Seaborne’
transpdért was tnstructed; o procsed as closs after the leading:
ground foreces a&as possible aAand An order of priority Ffor thas move -
for the Seaborne vsihicles was -1lald down,
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219, The Se?borne Tail arrived with the ‘forward troooq of the.
Guards Armoured -Div early in the Operation and had they made
contact would have been invaluable in replenishtng the Div, As
it was, théy proved expremely useful to HQ Alrborne Corps who.
nanded the 75mi ammunition over to the American-Bivs and used.” .
the medical stores, ;rum, rations stc., for Unlts of the Airborne
Corps and for matntaining the Div after 1ts withdrcwa across-
the R. LEK.

DIARY OF EV NTS.

or -

2920, Dsy tc day account of events ss they affected the admihd-
strative side is glven &t Appendix 'H?,
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Appendix 'A' to Part II

ALLOTMENT OF UNITS TO TRANSIT CAMPS

LOCATION UNIT REMARKS
KEEVIL 1 Para Rde (Glider Element)

4 Para Bde (Glider Elesment)

7 KOSB

Lt Bty, RA

FOU, RA

' 9 FA Coy, RE
Sec 181 Air Lgd Fd Amb

HARWELL Lt Bty, RA
4 Para Bde

BRIZE NORTON HQ 1 Air Ldg Bde
2 3 STAFFORDS less two coys
MDS and Sec 1 Air Ldg Fd Amb

BURFORD . 1 BORDER ) In BILLETS
- Sec 181 Alr Ldg Fd Amb Jnot Transit Camp.

BLAKEHILL FARM- -HQ 1 Para Bde
' 2 Air Ldge A tk Bty, RA
9 FPd Coy, RE

BROADWELL -21 Indep Para Coy

DOWN AMPNEY . Div HQ
HQ Lt Regt, RA
Bty Lt Regt, RAa

TARRANT RUSHTON. 1 Para Bde (Glider Element)
' 4 Para Bde (Glider Element)
1 Air Ldg Bde
1l Airborne Recce Sqgn :
17 pr Gp, 1 and 2 A tk Btys, RA
Aviation Engrs (UsAa)’

MANSTON Two coys 2 S STAFFORDS
Lt Bty, RA
1 Air Ldg A tk Bty, RA
. Sec 181 Alr Ldg Fd Amb
Div HQ (Air Sp Sec- 4 Wacos)
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APPENDIX 'RB' to PART II.

HAMILCAR LOADS

Glider No.1l. 75 mm HE Fuze M 54 20 Panniers
6-pr A tk APCRC 15 "
3" Mortar HE 5 "
17 pr AP 60 Rounds
Glider No.2. - RE 10 o 16 Panniers
‘75 mm HE Fuze .M 54 10 "
:6 Pr AﬁCBC 10 .o
. 3" Mortar HE : 6 "
17 Pr AP o 30 Rounds
BarbeéjWire ' ; 4 Rolls
Mines A tk Mk 5 40

Tave Mine ) 4 Rolls
Shafts ,Pick
Heads,Pick

" 8igns,Mine ' 4

Pickets,Screw 16

2 .
Glider No.3. RE 10 9 Panniers

6 Pr APCRBC 5 "

3" Moftar HE 4 g

Ord Storés 30 "
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22a ' to part Il

ORUER OF ETTLE - &/ OTLEF Ll SERVIGES

gerial Eranch H.G- 4.(. Vehs. Units Strengta of © " Unit Vehs.
. Unit .
1. s LL&RG 1 jeep & treiler _
; DLbG © 1Lt Wb e ’
: DLGHG 2 folding bicycles :
. Chief Clerk ./G S
f‘,‘ . 2 clerks /¢,
3 orderlies
2. nedical LIS 1 jeep & trailer 131 Fd ,mb | 1 170 10 jeeps 6 trailers 5 mfcs ¥
_ DImS - 133 Fd inb 10 119 5 jeeps b trailers 2/m/cs } Lt w m/q
. 8 U.ks. 16 Fd jmb 10 110 ' 5 jeeps L trailers 2 w/cs 1 Lt wt m/c
3. RaSC . CRusSC 2 jeeps & trailers 250 Lt Coy RuSC 6 223 29 jeeps & trailers
© 2 i/e RaiSC 93 Coy husC - 10
£0% RaSC ,
5/55t Cleri FusC
3 clerks LuoC -
2 dvrs RuSC
3 @.ks.
L. Ordnancs 1 offr. . - Ord Fd g« 2 15 , L jeeps & 5 trailers
ﬂ.y , 2 0.Ks. , . o 2 w/cs.
5, REE 1 0ffr. = , | |
3 0.Kss 1.jeep and trailer  kKiuE Wksps 2 35 2 jeeps, 1 welding trailer,
: v ‘ 1 wireless trailer, 9 w/:s,
18 folding bicycles.
6. Provost 3 offrs. . 1 jeep, b li/ecs. © Pro Coy 5 oL L jeeps. 9 M/cs.
7. Chaplain SCF | 1Lt Wt m/es.

% = 2 jeeps &ud 2 trailers on loan from 250 Lt Coy RiSC
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Page 54
' APPENDIX.'D' to PART II.

ATRCRAFT LOSSES

i

{Totql a/b Type ‘of JNumber |Percentage|Net approx Gross tonnage
, " ialreraft |Miasing| loss by tonnage of weight (incl
i Misqion Tynes Suprs droppedicontailners;
! - ; : panniers &
1 chutes).

D+ 1 33 IStirling 2 6% . a7 144

L8 Sep) | i 33 :

D + 2 163 . |Stirling 11 11% ) :

19 Sert - 100 o 388 594

C.47 _ 63 8 | _12.7%) B}
D+ 3! 162 Stirling | 11 11% )
(20 sep)! - 99 , 386 591
C.47 83 3 4, 76%%)
D + 4 116 Stirling 14 22. 2%)
(21 sep) 63 : o 271 408
_lc.4a7 53 19 36% ) e

D+ 5 i

€2 se) MO MISSION

D + 8 123 Stirling 11 15%)

23 Sap) . 73 ; 201 , 444

) C.47 50 4 8% ) ,

D+ 7 h : .

24 Sep) NO MISSION

D+ 8 4 G.47 4 1 25% ' 8 ' 20

25 sen)| (46 Gp !
from Bruseilgs ) ;

3 4
OTALS | 601 601 | 84 - 14% 1431 2201

NOTES:~ In all drops loads were as follows:-—
Stirling = 24 contalners, 4 panniers.
C.4a7 = 16 panniers.

PANNIERS Avnaended = >
CONTAINERS " = 8780
PARACHUTES w =
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APPENDIX 'w!

TONNAGE OF RESUPPLY COLLECTED DAILY

(1) General

Net approx tonnage % collected out '
Date of supplies collected of total drovpped SQu?Qe
D+ 1 : 14 86 3 Bulk loaded Hamllears
(318 Sep) 12 14 33 Stirlings
?13 gep) o1 5.4 Stirlings & C.47
D+ 3 3 ) ié'& 1st drop from a few
(20 sep) 38 . ) . C.47 Mostly rations
- : from Stirlings & C.47
?2{ gep) 11 . 4 Stirlings & C.47
D+ 5 NIL: - - : '
(22 Sep) TL B . No drop
??g gep) 7 2.4 Stirlings & C.47
D+ 7 ' _ T
(24 Sep)_ N . No drop . .
_223 g o) ~ NIL . - 4 Dakotas only
eX - T

TOTAL SUPPLIES COLLECTED ~ 106 tons. TOTAL psrcentage - 7.4

1. It 1s estimated that another 100 tong approx fell in unit
lines and was collected and used by them, especilally in the case
of units 1n the neighbourhood of the river. But there are no
figurees to support this egtimation,

2. The rate of colXketion towards the end fell off steeoly as
the number of Jeeps and Tralilers available for collectlon de-
creased, By D 4 4 the effective avallability had been reduced
by half, and on D 4+ 8 only two Jeeps Aand Trallers remailned
servicesble, ) ;
The shrinking of the perimster towards the end =2lso contributed
to =2 decreased rate of rscovaery,. ‘ ’ -
3. Nearly everything recovered was eventumally ilssued, with

the exceptlon of some 300 galls Pat, 17-pr and 2" Mor Smoke.
There was 2lso a quantity of RE minefield panniers left in the
dump. -

eee../(11). Gun Amn

i
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APPENDIX 'E' (cont).

‘. o

(11) Gun Amn.

Date 75 mm 6-pr ! 17-pr.

18 Sep 80 30 g
19 sep .| . 250 80’ )
' A ) 24
20 Sep 33 - | .0 140 g
21 Sep 400 .| 170 v ‘
22 Sep | No RESUPPLY
23 Sep 160 80
24 Sep ~ |NO RESUPPLY
25 Sep NO RESUFFLY
TOTAL i220 . soo | 24
COMPOSITION M,48.960 AP CBC 250 | APCBC. 24
M.54. 50 |D.S. 180 :
Smolke 120 |H.E. 70
AP, 90 ; |
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APPENDIX 'F!

LIST OF STORES DROPPED ON 1 AIHBOHA” DIV DURLING

OPFRATION 'MARKRET!

to}?art IT

WEAPONS
Sten Carblne Mk V e¢/w Bayonet 18
2" Mortar, Alrldg ’ 162
3% Mortar. (with modified baseplpte) 592
Tripod foldlng Bren LMG 170
Rifle No. 4 Mk I (T) 12
PIAT 87
« 3031 Rifle 52
Vickers LMG (303" 30
’ " GO, No.l 6
ANMNMUNITION AND GRENADES. :
Grenade Hand MNo, 82 10240
Grenasde Hand No. 79 68340
Signal 2—star (Red-Green) Mk T ' 146818
78-mm Pack How : ’ 19170
20-mm FPolston ) 6552
Sten Carbine Ik V o652
. 303" ZTandolier _ 1272200
L 303" Mk VIITIZ 18416830
L.303" Tracer ' 823756
PIAT . 16902
24 Mortar . . 50352
34 Mortar o 30978
L45" Autometic 24000
« 384 Revolver . A 12528
17~pr ‘ e i I
SIGNAL EQUIPMEINT,
Wireless Stn No. 76R/109/A(Para) 6
L " noo22 (Fara) L9
" " v 18 (Alrlanding) 65
l i t B8F(Alrlanding) NArded
n i 38 Mk IT 57?7
ENGINEER STCRES. '
Warsop Drills 4
PACKING SETS. .
Cushions pncking 3% Mortar -—ombs: Set A 548
it 1 # 1} 1" B 648
1] 1t " t i 1 c 61}8
Packing for' W/T set No, 76 S
i 1 1 22 : 8 ?9
" 1 1t it 18 or 68 ’?2)
t H . " B ] 58 5'?
VOTE 8 STORES. -
Stretchers folding alrborne 1272
Valiges Rifle 32
BRegs sleeplng asirborne 365
Eauipment carrying 3% Mortar and ) Sets 1 52
Bombsg ) Setes 2 52
: Sets 3 52
Shelter Fortable No. 12 (Workshop shelter) 31
Crosses distinguishing hosplital airborne 30
Ladders rope 22 fo 2
Ropes climbing 125 ft S

Lo~
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17 Sep-

18 Sep.

19 Sep.

Page 40
AFPENDIX 'H!.,

DIARY OF EVENTS AS APFECTING THE ADM SIDE.

AA & QMG and ADMS landed with Toec Div HQ and set
up in wood 658797, Parachute P1L 1 Fara Bde landed and
commenced to recover Bde res amn dropped in spare con-
talners from DZ. One losd of thig amn was taken 1into
town 1n captured German veh and succeeded in reaching br
party. Veh however shot up on its return.

Portion of 1 A/L Bde Para Pl landed with 3Bde 2nd
moved into town with 1 Fara Ede to carry oubt assessment
of daumps of pet, amn, stores, etc. 1n town, This Pl
reached the Br area with 1 Para Bde, fought with them,
and the greater part were later taken prisoner.

As further auantities of res amn could not be
got through to 1 Para Bde this and other amn collect-—
ed from DZs and LZs was taken to Div HQ at x—rds 665784
where emall dump was formed.

DAAG, DAQMG and 38taff, together with remaining Heads
of Services (CRASC, ADOS and REME rep) and bulk of adm
echelon arrived during the afternoon, Div HQ was then
in the process of moving to HARTEESTEIN 7978,

Two capbtured German vehleles were put into running
order and were used for ferrylng mmn to DIMA and later for
delivery of gun amn to Lt Regt. The re—sup of 35 ailr-
craft was carried out in conjunction with the arrival
of the 2nd 1i1ft but Adropped largely on pre—~determined
8DPgs which were then in the hands of the enemy; little
could therefore be collected. In the evening at 2030
hrs the DMA opened on main rd 693784. The contentg of
the DMA came fTrom the balance of the res amn Tfrom the
1 Para Bde, from the gup drop amn above, ~nd Trom the
bulk loaded HAMILCARS which had come in with the 2nd
11ft and two of which had been completely unloaded. The
third was captured by the Germsns before unloading could
take place. No vet was availables in the DMA,

Owing to the general situation message Was sant
to Base changling location of SDP for follewing day.

Convoy of 6 Jjeeps and 12 trailers loaded with amn
organized and stood by ready to go to 1 Para 2Zds. This
convoy never left owing to the situation, and part of the
load was subsecuently transferred to 2 carrliers which
later got through to 2 8 Staffords and 1 Fara Zn but NOT
to br,.

All Units 1nformed that Sup drop would take place
on following day at 1030 hrs, SDP map ref 685783,

Pet pumos captured at map ref 696782. Units
notified to draw up to 8 galls per veh 1n own Jerricans.

gup drop for 19th dropped on pre—-~rranged SDP
owing to non-recelpt of message sent on 18th. Only

. 1solated cont=iners recoversd. During this recovery

approximetely half the RASC Pl wag lost in a&an ambush,

" Meesage sent to Base recussting urgent rs—sup on map

ref 691785 earlieest possible 20 Sep. . Possible new DMA

“was recced during morning but found untenable. As 1t

was appreciated the sup drop was not 1liksly Tto bDe
successful, attempts were made through ths Dutch Llaison

p TN ¢ |

a.-rc./Offf’S
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19 Sep. Offrs to obtaln local sups. Only very small quantities

could be produced, the main iltems being a sack of flour
and a plg. These were handed over to the ADYS for con-
sumption 2t the varlous DSs.

Mortaring and SAAA fire caused cas on DMA,

A1l Units warned utmost conservation amn, sups
and pet neceisery end re-distribvution of remalning Compo
on baslis of Srd ration per man as far as possible.
Units informed that limited aguantlities of amn were stlll
available from DMA,

20 Sep. Re—sup carriesd out in heavy flak but fair vropor—
tion recovered incl 2,000 rstions which were all 1lssued
and represented A general ration of 1 between 3. Very
heavy mortaring on DMA continued 1in morninge. Cag falrly
heavy. As a result of ilncreased SAA fire issues from
DMA beacame impossible and it was moved within Div HQ
Parimeter.

Further lssues of 2mn made from DMA incl first
delivery of gun amn to Lt Regt by RASC. Some units
Wwere, however, able to collect a2dditional sups and amn
from ocutlylng areas.

MDS captured and mejority of cas removed by Gsrmans,
Own med staff looking after remeainder under ADMS,

Two carriers loaded with amn asttempted to reach 1
Bde wlthout success.

Cog in Div area heavy and many RAST JeepDs wWere
dlverted as Ambs and tra;lers for carrylng water to MDS.

;2 During. the evening of 20/21 Sep the bulk of the
Divi RASC were formed into 2 platoon under the comd of
Capt J. CRANMER~-BYNG, MC.,, RASC., and took cver a’
rortion of the Div perimeter from the 4 Para Bde,

21 Sep. . Sup dropped carried out in very heavy flak and
with high percentage of RAF losses, Proporticon of Sups
-recovered and issuss made from DMA,  Specilal shortage
of Sten amn. Remainder limited.  Small stock of Pet

held.

i More gun smn delivewed to Lt Regt during the>day
by RASC. .

Div HQ dispersed over wider area 1in afternoon to
‘avold possible casusrlties. Tac HR remailned in house in
cellar. During this day hesavy shelling.Aand mortaring of

the Div HQ ares caused fires and explosions in the DMS.
These fires were only put out with constderable difficulty,

22.Sep. No Re--Sups

During the day amn in the DMA caught fire itwlce
88 the result of mortar fire.and a stack of 6-pr amn
-exploded as a result of a direct hit. All fires were
again extingulshed. Issues were made to the lgt and
4th Para Bdes in Bren Cerriers. Message sent asking for
special dArop of FIATs, Mortars and PIAT and Sten amn.

23 _SePe. 5., Sup drop. carried out despite very heavy opposition,
T small proportions sups coellected and dlstributed as far

as poesible. At this stage there were only a few service-

eble Jjeeps and tresllers which could be used, the remainder

having been rendered unservicesble by mortar and shell fire

IEEE——  ...../cHASC
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(cont})

c24 Sep.

25 Sep.

. Poge 42. ; ' h .

CRASC and DAQMG receced area towards the river for
rossible DMA wlthout suecess, owing to blocking of roads
by branches of trees, debrls, etc.

More very heavy mortaring of DMA after re-sup, amn
stacks agaln cstching filre. Very few rations received
and all were handed over to MDS's. Stocks of gun amn,

PIAT, Mortar and Sten which were in great demand were

almost non-existent.
‘No re-sup.
Almost 211 RASC Jjeeps out of action.

DMA now empty except for stocks of 2" Mor Smok. ,Q;
17-pr amn and Pet. -

On the night of 24/25 Sep an attempt was made in
conjunction with 43 Div and Pollish Para Bde to
ferry Sups, Amn, Pet and Medlcal etores across the river
in DUKWS, 9 DUKWS were loaded but opposition was so
heavy that only 4 DUKWS succeeded 1n crossing the river,
None of these stores could be unloaded as the DUYWS”
were under heavy fire and it was impossible owing '
to the state of the roads to bring the DUKWS up to the
Div area from the river bank

A,re—sup drop of 4 alrcraft took plsce, NO sups
recovered. When the Div evacuated only 2 RASC Jeeps and
trallers remained serviceable and DMA wasgs empty with the
exceptlion of 2" Mor Smoke, 17-pr and Pet,
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P-A AT III '

OPERATION 'MARKET!

LESSONS .
INT RODUCTION, '

221, The following remarks are of a general nature in most
cases. : :

PLANNING.

222, Seven days Were found to be adequate for planning, 1lssue
of orders, move to slrfieglds, general briefing and loading of
gliders. Thls assumes that transport is avallable for such

moves ‘and translt camps are ready for the receptlon of troopss

It is. doubtful, however, 1f thils time would be sufficilent
for a Div whieh either hed not carried out an alrborne opera-—
tion before, or had not had experlence of rapld planning and
1ssue of orders. In an emergsency, where the plan 1ls simple,-
troops Are at Translt Camps and glidasrs loaded, an operatlon
has been 1214 an 1in 72 hrs. The operatlon Adkd not take place,
but the drill was worked out so that planning was completed in
that time., .

223, An Airborne D1v1S1on 1s desligned to fight as a WHole. 1t
the Divislon 1s split and. committed to a 2nd lift soms .24 hrs
later then, owing to the necesslty of alletting part of the . -
first 1lift to protect the D.Zs. and L.Zs. of the following trocps,
the ‘effectlve strength for immedlate offensive action of the Div
is reduced to thpt of & Rde.

224, It 1s considerea that we must be prepared to take more
risks during the 1n1tirl steges of a2n Alrborne operation, -When
the balance sheet of crsualties at ARNHEM 1g made, 1t would
sppear 2 reasonsble rigk to have landed the Div much cleser to
the objective chosen, even 1n the face of some enemy flak, It
has always been the ruWe when planning thet the maximum dlstence
from the D.Z., or L.Z. to the objective should not exceed 5 milles.
In the ARNHEM Opératlon this distance was 7 miles and in some
cages 8 mlles. An extra two minutes flying time in the-face of
flak, if not too severse, would have put the Div - always .sup-
poslnc the ground was suiltable —.much nearer its-objective, :
Initial surprise in this op@rntlon we.s obtalned -hbut the effect
of the surprise was lost owilng to the time lag of some 4 hrs
before the troops could arrive 2t the objlectlive chosen.

A whole Bde dropped near the brildge site at ARNHEM might
have been a major factor in the outcome of the hattle; longer
deley on the enemy would have been 1lmposed- -and, i1f the SECOND
Army had managed to get through ELST wlthin, the first .few days, -
the larger bridgehead formed by ths Bde might have hade Just the
difference to the further progress of that Army north.of ARNHEM,
225, The forecast of the ohoto graphle Interpretation ‘and of the
'I' appreciation. both RAF and A“roiry, of the flak defences to be
met in the area proved very pessimistic.,

The forecast as to the s-itability«of the D.Z2. 2nd L.Z.
in the POLDER country was alsd pessimistic. From subsecuent
examinatlion 1t would appe&air that parachute troops could have
been dropped practlcally anywhHere outside the built up and
wooded area. Gliders could also have been landed in places
previously consiaered ags qulte unsuitable, It 1s of course
realized that a good deal of dispersion could have been
necessary in this ense. —

esees /AIR



stokesc
Rectangle

stokesc
Rectangle


P oA g s s

T - Page 4,
-
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?96 ClOce alr support during the first afternoon of thc oDera—
tion would have been invaluable, If there had been a '"cab

rank! avallable then 2nd on subseauent dmsys, the effect on the
enemy would<have bean conslilderable. Close alr sgsupport during

.the perlod when troops were 1ln movement might easlily have

turned the scale and 2llowed the whole of 1 Para Rde to have
concentrated near the maln ABNHZM Bridge, Alr formatlons must

‘not expect to be glven pin point targets always when alr support

ig demanded. Tt was found thet when arss targets were indicated,
soth for medium gun shoots and air support, the ‘results were
considerable and the effect on the enemy's morale lmmhense, A
near miss within two hundred yds or so has a very shaklng effect,

227 . The support by Typhoon rocket alrcraft was a Qrept success
and onhe could have wlshed thsat many more sortlies of a similar
nature head bes=n Forthcom1nﬂ. There 1s no doubt that in an
operation of this kind, immediate ~lr support must be avallable
at very fréaquent 1ntervalc if weather permits. Tac R Pircraft

were asked for on meny occaslions but none were allotted. - RBoth

these 2nd Arty R sirvecraeft mre forms of support wnich should e

automatic in Aan Airborne operatloq,vor any: operatlion for that

matter,‘in the futur

" v

228, It is considered that there should be one %o one Signal

-working between the ground formation =nd the alr formation mhioh

1g ‘dctusrlly detalled to provided close air suppori on call,
permenant allotmant of a VCP to each Div HQ for use on training

as well as on operations 1s 2 modern necessity.

PEsSONNIL and WZAPONS.

.ot

o0g, Tt was found thet the glider pllots, numbering some 1100,

who londed vwith the Divislion took their part with success .1h the
defansive battle which followed.  The benefit of thelr initisl
training and thelr ability to shoot was invealuable, If such
person nel hrd besen untrained they would havs hbecome a2 complete
lianility very early on in ths battle, In such numbers, 1f .
unsrained, 1t is daifficult to see now how they could have heen
suckad sway without becoming A complete menace To our ovin gide

and a'liabillty as regerds the consumption of the small amount

of rations and watrr which was availabls.

230, It was found that the RASC and, of courss, the RT could
take +heir nisace in the line of O”ttle with very efflcilent rg-
sulfe. " All 'parsonnel in the Airborne Divislon, who are likely
to bacoﬂ_ involved 1n a battle, must be given the maximum
infantry 2nd Jeapon training that can %e ilmparted 1in the time

sveilable.

231; It 1s thought that we do not realise our ovwn strength as
regards the effect of the wespoons whlch e Dosscss. It was not
until the Div was put to 1% durlng the defensgive hattle ~nd in
the dscrescsing perimeter at ARNHEM that many of the *sdoldisrs
DPPJCJthC hor sraily they could stop the Gsrman and destroy
him with the Weapons they vossssasasd. The converse of course 1is
very socon rsalisad 2nd over exrtgerabed durlng the early stages
of a battle. A very few Garmens wvith light automatic
sometimesg mansg=d To . hold.up troovs. for rmuch longer than was
anticlpated. e can do this saunlly as =211, 1f not better,
but we must Aapprecli~te what our.wsabons are for and wes must
leesrn to do eaily what we hed to do in the end,.

s 0w o/?:”?-
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232. The value of the F.I.ALT. in thick country and.in built

up areas as a tank destroying weapon is immense., - AlYl ranks have
now complete confidence in i1ts use and -throughout the battle
there was a constant cry for more Ps.I.A.T. and moré bombs. An
lncreased establishment of these weapons for Para Bns 2nd an
iniltial allotment for the Lt Regt and A tk Btys 1s being demanded.

MORALE AND DISCIPLINE.

233, Too much emphasis cannot Be lald on the neccessity for the
strict insistence on disgcipline during training and preparation
for battle. It was borne out in every case that the better
trained and better disciplined the unit so the better 1t fought.
Where, in.some cases, these factors Wwere not as good as they
might have been, the results were very aulckly shown, -

The discipline of units. shown- during the withdrawal wa s
quilte flrst clase and thelr behaviour on the river bank until
light broke excellent. 4

234. "Leadership and determination agsain showed themselves to-
the maximum durling this battle. Numbers of men are not of the
slightest use when the battle becomes really sticky, unless there
is en officer or NCO who can, and does, lead them. The succes

or otherwise of the actlon always reflects sooner or later the
determination and guts of the particular leader who havpens to

be resronsgible in that neighbourhood.

235. There 1s generally =a certaln amount of sticklness amongst
unlts who are in the battle for the first time, This disavpears
in most cases when the noises of battle have been experienced.

In ordinary formations unlits are broken in gently wherever possible
but this 1s never the case with an Alrborne Division, who genare

ally drop straight into ‘the middle of the battle with little or
no time to get its values correct, »

236. One way 1in vhich this 1nitial nervousness in battle showed
i1tself was in the amount of indiscriminate shooting which went
on during the first 48 hours. Sheooting at nothing in particular
by indilviduals 1s a contaeglous disease and 1s extremely annoy-
ing to everybody. This must be. checked in the very early stages.
It must be impressed on 1ndividuals that they should shoot only
at definite targets or 1f there is a definite suspliclon.of a -
target 1n their arca. Thils restriction would not, of coursey;
apply when & wood clearing operation or one of & similar nature
ls taking place, when hosepipe methods or "marching fire!" may

be Just what<is 'reaulred. - : ’

The need for pre-battle training under conditioﬁsﬂﬁhichu}
are as reallstlic ag possible cannot be over emphaslsed. - »
TRAINING. | | '

237. More stress must be lald on. thé Training of. men to be more
individugllistic, expeclally in thick and difficult country.
There is always a tendency to bunch together and to look to the
local commander before taking =ny actlon., We are well benind
the German when 1t comes to infiltration as shown by their
snipers. The value of nizht traelning was borne out and there

we have a tremendous.advantege over the German who very ssldom
dlsplays any initiative during the hours of darkness. This
inactivity on his part during the withdrawal enabled us .to resch
the river bank. It 1s probable that otherwlse very heavy .
casualtlies would have been suffered. o :

esene/238.
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238, There 1s still far too much respect for enemy property or
property of the country in which onerations are taking place.
This results 1n a tendency in the early stsages for the troops
to become road-bound and a2 fallure to iInfilitrate or manoeuvre-
in the way that the situation requiresi S

GENERAL POINTS.
239, RtAo

The value of the FOU was proved. “The immediate support
given by medium artillery was oulte remarkables To shoot at
the range of 19,000 yards on » msp refererice target which 1s
surrounded by our own troops only & few hundred yerds awvay,
and do this without undue danger to them is a remarkable feat.
The tremendous confidence of the infantry wag such that repeat
gshoots were contlnually demanded and the medilum artillery never
failled 1n thelr consistent and accurate support.

The 75 mm gun is not a good anti-tank weapon. at short
range, owing to the lack of 2 shleld to protect the_personnel
It did extremely well 1n =211 other 1nst9nces 1n theé noraml role,

The need for aa third Anti-~-Tank Bty was showns- A thlrd
bty had been organised out of Div resources Before the commence-
ment of the battle and its value was found immehse. It was
found theat anti-tank guns, elther 6-pr or 17-pr, cannot be used -
as sniping weapons. Once 1n posltion they must stay in-posltlon.
If tenks have to be stalked this must be carriled out by antl-
tank crews armed with Ps.I.A.T. and trained in tank hunting
methods, This form of training must be practiced.

24Q. R.E.

It 1s consldered th=t »11 R.R®. units within the Division
should be homogeneous., There 1s =a distlinct lack of equipment
with the Para Son as At present organlsed,

The value of the sapper as 2n 1nfantry gsoldier wsae proved
up to thie Mlt, They cannot, however, be asked both to fight as
infantry and work as seappers. . They can only do one thing at a
time. : o

rFlame,thfoWing egﬁigﬁgnt:@énned by sappers proved useful,

241, Infantry.

{

The value of cﬂrriers "to battalions of both Para Bdes and
Airlanding Bde were proved. At least two per Zn are essentlal
in future, .

242, Royel Signalsm‘

Communicﬂtions within the Airborne Divisidn and to'the
Base and the next higher formatlion need drastic revislon ‘and -
improvement. The sets a2t present in use are not satlsfactory -V
in #1111 cases, ' The renge attributed to sets was nearly always
found to be grossly exaggerated. :

P43,  R.A.S.C.

The whole guvestion of =air resupbly needs reorganlsing.
Soma reliabls, metnod of communicAating = change of SDF must be
evaolswed . The,VCP contral for close supnort pircrﬂﬁt can be L
uged for controlling air resupbly. -

; eesss/Larse
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Lgrggfnumbers of Jeeps warese put out of action by air
burst mortar filre and venlecleg must be dug in 2g early as
poss 1e in & dafensive battle.

Thers is no doubt that 211 ranks can fight with mueh less

in the way of zupplies than 1s normally prepared for. Te should
concantrate on ammunition and be prepsred mentally to exlst on
very little food for considerably longer than ig normally. the
case.

244, Fd Ambs should be homogeneous in futurs and contain a
parachute elsmant, a gliderborne elemant and a seaborns slementi,
Some medlcal personnel should be allotted to each unit, however
small.

Medleal supoliszs during the battle raoidly became short
and in the mejority of cases those wounded only receilved &
gservice fleld dressing. In sPite of 1ittle attention for four
or five days the condltion of casualties remalined extremely goody

FINALL,

245, In general ths organization of an Airborne Division showed
up extremsly well, Excert for minor internal adjustments there
is 1ittle need for altsration.

246, The lessons learnt in many casea are not new and they
serve as 2 reminder for constant attention during the preparation
preriod. :

247, The Operation 'WARKET' was not 100% a success and did not
end aulte as was intended, The losges vers hegvy but all ranks
appreclate that the risgks involvad were rezsona>le, Thers 1is
10 doubt that 211 would wllilingly undsrtake snother operation
under simllar conditions in the futurs.

e nave no regrets

s/ R. E. Urauhart,
' 2 je

Minjer-Genaral,

A.F.0. Englend, Commander,

10 Jan 45. ) 1 Airborne Division.
REU /BB

RZPHODUCED BY:
Ho FPALA, B February 1945
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