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PREFACE

As CommMANDING GENERAL of the 6th Army Group in Europe, I
considered it my responsibility to be constantly informed of the
activities of each fighting division assigned to my command. As
informative battle reports arrived in my headquarters, I often
considered both the advisability and desirability of immediately
releasing accounts of impressive battle achievements to Ameri-
can citizens at home so that they, too, might be cognizant of the
ever-growing record of success of these basic Army Ground
Forces fighting units. '

Unfortunately, however, public release of such accomplish-
ments at that time would have furnished the enemy with in-
formation which would have been of invaluable assistance to
him, and we were required, therefore, to ohserve caution in our
published tributes. Now that the war has been concluded suc-
cessfully and restrictions on the battle participation of our
troops have been lifted, the daring exploits of our divisions can
be published. '

To my knowledge, this book is the first attempt to cover the
history of every division that comprised our ground combat
forces. The battleground of these divisions encompassed the
entire world and the battles they fought were won the hard way,
step by step, and yard by yard. Every step over every yard
meant a risk for some unheralded foot-soldier; and for every
mile gained a heavy price was paid, not only in money and
material, but in pain, and fear, and flowing blood. _

The men of the divisions and attached units that contributed
so much to our victories should never have cause to doubt
that the debt we owe them is a large one, or that we can ever
pay it in full.

JACOB L. DEVERS
General
Commanding General
Army Ground Forces
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INTRODUCTION

NO SOLDIER'S PATCH is worn with greater pride than that dis-
played on the shoulder of a man who has belonged to a combat
division. In World War II, as in every past war, the major
share of our fighting has been bome by our ground troops, par-
ticularly those of the Infantry. Most of our Infantrymen belong
to divisions, which are our Army’s principal combat teams, com-
posed of soldiers who are trained and expected to do one
primary job—fight. In a huge army made up of seemingly
bewildering groups of specialists—an army in which the soldiers
who actually come to grips with the enemy must of necessity be
a distinct minority—our divisions hold a unique position. They
are the Army’s fighting core, and whatever any other forces do
is largely preliminary or supporting to their actions.

- Most of the combat ground soldiers who have already re-
turned from theaters of operations, and most of those not yet
home, wear a divisional shoulder patch. They will rightly expect
the citizens for whom they have sacrificed so much to know
something about what they have done and what the organiza-
tions in which they have served have done. It is manifestly
impossible for any person to hope to become familiar in detail
with the accomplishments of all our Army divisions, or to be
able instantly to recognize every one of their elaborately varied
shoulder insignia. '

But a little learning is no longer a dangerous thing, Earlier
in the war, largely for security reasons, much information about
divisional achievements could not be released until it was old
and apt to be buried under the steady flow of livelier news. For
those members of the public who have tried diligently to keep
abreast of the progress of our fighting units, the task has usually
been difficult and often impossible. American citizens at home
can thus readily absolve themselves of any charge that they
have been inexcusably indifferent toward the battle accomplish-
ments of any particular group of soldiers. Such a defense, how-
ever, may carry little weight with a returning combat veteran,
who has spent one, two, or three years abroad as a fighting
member of a division, thinks it is the best damn division in the
world, and may want to make something of it if you don’t agree.
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You had better agree. .

Today, pride in divisional achievements, and knowledge of
them, need no longer be limited to the select fraternity of the
division itself. Secrecy is not a governing factor, any more, in
any recitation of the deeds of divisions that fought in any theater
of the war. For those who want to know them the facts are
available. ' '

'This book is not a complete history of our combat divisions.
It is, rather, an attempt to assemble for the first time enough
material on every one of our divisions to give the average citizen
a brief idea of where each has been and what each has done.
Some of our divisions have had many months” more battle ex-
perience than others, and space has made it necessary to restrict
the account of their accomplishments to the bare minimum. -
Wherever possible, this material has been based on historical
reports prepared by the divisions themselves. In some cases,
the available source material has been regrettably skimpy. In
several cases, it has been noted that two or more divisions have
set forth virtually identical claims for a single objective. The
explanation, of course, is that frequently more than one division
has attacked more than one city or defense line, and that
divisional historians have shown understandable partisanship
toward their own outfits. This book tries to be fair to all divi-
sions, but it may inadvertently have hurt the feelings of a
particular unit by neglecting to mention some achievement of
which the division itself is especially proud. It would have
taken an inordinate amount of time to check each division’s
story with the division concerned, and the editors have there-
fore been obliged to fall back on official records and on the testi-
mony of officers and men familiar through personal experience
with the divisions™ histories. _
~ Divisions fight on the ground, and it is there that our last-

ing gains in this war have been scored, our major victories
won, most of our heroes spawned, and most of our casualties
suffered. Sixty-four per cent of the Army’s Medals of Honor
and seventy-five per cent of its casualties have been earned by
Infantrymen—ang yet only one out of every five soldiers is an
Infantryman. These statistics are the measure of the foot sol-
dier’s unparalleled risks and unparalleled deeds, and nearly all
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our foot soldiers have fought as members of combat divisions.

It would be unjust, however, not to mention here those
thousands of ground soldiers who have performed notably in
combat as members of separate task forces, regiments, battal-
ions, and other non-divisional units. Most of these have been
artillery, tank, cavalry, antiaircraft, or combat engineer men,
serving under direct control of corps or armies, or sometimes
attached to, though not actually assigned to, divisions. Others
of these soldiers have been Infantrymen—some of the best the
Army has. The 100th Infantry Battalion, for instance, later a
part of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, contained the
tamous Japanese-American fighters whose record in action in
Italy and France should be known to all other Americans. There
have been the six Ranger battalions, spearheads of attacks in
Europe and the Philippines. The long list includes the 1st Spe-
cial Service Force, a picked group of Canadians and Americans
who operated in Italy; Merrill's Marauders and the Mars Task
Force, of Burma fame; and dozens of other small units.

By far the greater part of our combat ground forces, how-
ever, have been assigned to divisions. After the fall of Bataan,
our combat Army consisted of 89 of them—one cavaly, one
mountain, five airborne, 16 armored, and 69 infantry. Most of
them are relatively new. On August 3, 1940, when the Army
began to expand with the establishment of a General Head-
quarters under the War Department, our ground forces were
pitifully small. As a fighting nucleus, the United States had
eight Regular Army infantry divisions, all considerably under
strength; one armored division, barely out of the experimental
stage; and a little more than one cavalry division. - There were
no airborne divisions at all, and, even by the summer of 1941,
our total complement of paratroopers consisted of exactly one
battalion. Many divisions which are by now veterans of ex-
tremely arduous combat existed only on paper when the Japs
struck at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. All our divisions
are numbered, with two exceptions—the Philippine and the
Americal. Armored divisions have their own numerical se-
quence. Infantry, airborne, and mountain divisions are in
another sequence, divided into three parts. The lowest numbers
are those of the so-called Regular divisions—usually composed

xi



chiefly of selectees but built on a framework of experienced
prewar personnel. The middle group of numbers—from 26
through 45—are those of the National Guard divisions. The rest
are those of divisions activated during the national emergency
for war service only, a number of which, however, fought in
World War I, then became inactive, and were built up again
for the Army of World War IL ' ‘

At the start of this war the only divisions upon which the
War Department could depend for reasonably immediate battle
service were the Regular and Guard outfits. The latter had
begun to go on active duty in September 1940. Though the
National Guard has been the subject of much controversial talk,
in and out of the Army, the fact remains that without our Guard
divisions we simply would not have been able to conduct our
early operations in the Pacific and Mediterranean Theaters.
The first all-Selective-Service divisions to see action, the 85th
and 88th, did not start fighting until the spring of 1944—more
than a year and a half after our older divisions had gone into
action. It was the Guard divisions—the 27th, 32nd, 34th, 36th,
87th, 41st, and 45th, to name a few—which, along with such
Regular outfits as the 1st, 8d, 7th and 9th Infantry and the
1st and 2nd Armored Divisions, did the bulk of our Army’s
fighting early in the war.

These veteran outfits have, accordingly, suffered most heav-
ily. Tt is commonly thought, for instance, that an infantry
division has about 15,000 people in it. That is more or less so
at any one time. But through transfers and, principally, battle
casualties, some of our old divisions have had many times that
number of men pass through their ranks and thus become eligi-
ble to wear the division insignia on one shoulder or the other—
left shoulder for those presently assigned, and right for alumni.
One single regiment of the 45th Division (the normal strength

-of a regiment is roughly 3,000 men) has had some 25,000 men
assigned to it alone since its activation five years ago. As of
April 30, 1945, the three divisions with the highest number of
casualties of any in the Army were, understandably, among the
group of outfits longest tested in battle—the 3d, 45th and 36th
Infantry Divisions, with respective casualty totals of 34,224,
97,554 and 27,344. Remember—the strength of a division is only
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some 15,000 men. It is interesting to note that these three divi-
sions were the ones that spearheaded the Seventh Army’s inva-
sion of Southern France on August 15, 1944,

Qur medern infantry divisions are considerably streamlined
versions of their World War I forerunners. In the earlier war,
when mobility was a less desirable asset than mass, divisions
were “square’ (being built around two infantry brigades of
two regiments each) and relatively cumbersome. In the peace-
time years, the War Department began to experiment with a
radically different division—a triangular one fashioned around
three infantry regiments. For a while, the 2nd Infantry Division
was assigned the role of military guinea pig, and in 1937, while
temporily triangularized, it made a move by motor so unprece-
dentedly swift that observers were amazed. (This was back in
the pre-atomic days when observers were more easily amazed. )
Regular Army divisions were subsequently triangularized, and
a few months after the National Guard divisions, originally
square, were federalized, each lost one of its four infantry regi-
ments and went through other changes, such as shifting from
a brigade of field artillery to four battalions. Some of the in-
fantry regiments so detached went on to establish distinguished-
combat records on their own. The 158th Infantry, for example,
initially part of the 45th Division, was shipped to Panama for
training, there adopted the nickname of the “Bushmasters,”
and eventually saw combat in New Britain, New Guinea, and
the Philippines.

The infantry division, first formed in 1917, is the oldest and
most prominent divisional organization. Its present make-up is
triangular down to and including its tiniest unit—the rifle squad.
The division’s principal striking power (see next two pages)
consists of three regiments, each one of three battalions and
supporting troops, each battalion in turn of three rifle compa-
nies and support, each company of three rifle platoons and
~ support, and each platoon, finally, of three squads. Every group
- of foot soldiers has its own supporting fire. A regiment fights
as part of a combat team, assisted by a battalion of light field
artillery in addition to its own cannon and antitank units. A
battalion has its own heavy-weapons company, and a company
its own weapons platoon.- Even the rifle squad has its own
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heavy weapon—or base of fire—the Browning automatic rifle.

But an infantry division is much, much more than a bunch
of riflemen moving forward with somebody throwing helpful
shells over their heads as they advance. A division is a com-
gletely self-sustaining unit. It is the smallest complete com-

ination of the ground arms and services. It contains, in addi-
tion to its three regimental combat teams, a battalion of medium
field artillery, engineer and medical battalions, a cavalry re-
connaissance troop, headquarters, signal, quartermaster, and )
ordnance light maintenance companies, a military police platoon,
chaplains, and a band. In combat, this varied group of different
units is usually augmented by attached tanks, tank destroyers,
antiaircraft artillery, hospitals, and a number of special de-
tachments. A division has planes (for spotting artillery targets
and hits), boats (for crossing streams), and hundreds of vehi-
- cles ranging from quarter-ton jeeps to a six-ton prime-mover
wrecker. It has its own post office, its own post exchanges,
more often than not its own newspaper, its own alumni associa-
tions, and its own tall tales. All of its many units, however, form
a single team for combat.

The infantry division has the primary offensive mission of
closing with the enemy’s land armies and destroying or cap-
turing them. Defenstvely, its job is to hang onto the ground
it is on, deny it to the enemy, and beat off counterattacks. The
division can fight for long stretches without relief (there are
several instances of outfits having stayed in the line for more
than 100 days without rest), can act independently or can
readily serve as part of a larger force, such as a corps or army.

The infantry division has a little more than 14,000 men
regularly assigned to it, and is exceeded in size only by the
mountain division (a special type of infantry division), which
has a few more people and, in prominent addition, more than
6,000 horses and mules. There is a corresponding decrease in
vehicles. Mountain troops are specially trained to fight on peaks
and slopes, and are astonished if they ever get a chance to
march on level ground.

“The infantry division, like any military organization, is a
coordinated team, and the main function of all members of the
team is to get the riflemen in the division forward. The armored
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division is slightly smaller in manpower (10,000), and is com-
posed of two combat commands and a reserve command rather
than three regiments, with 272 tanks as its main striking power.
The essential difference between an infantry division and an
armored division is that in the first the artillery and attached
tank components support the infantry, and in the second the
artillery and infantry components support the armor except
- when the armor cannot lead the way and the infantry must,
- as happened a number of times in the course of the war.

The armored division is a useful weapon in areas where its
mobility and fire power are particularly applicable. As a result,
ot one of our armored divisions was employed in the Pacific,
though smaller tank units proved effective in helping to rout
Japs out of their caves and tunnels. An armored division is
especially handy during fighting when our forces and the
enemy’s are moving rapidly—in harassing the enemy’s rear posi-
tions after a breakthrough, in speeding forward and by-passing
strongholds to disrupt enemy communications and supply lines
and seize critical terrain features. In general, during large-
scale attacks against strong enemy forces, infantry divisions
created the opportunity for armor to be used and then the
speedier armored divisions exploited that opportunity.

The airhorne division is the smallest (8,000 men) and most
swiftly transportable of all our divisions, and its main fighting
units are infantry. Omnce it gets into action, however, it is less
mobile than an armored division. Paratroops and glider troops
are notable for their speed of advance, of course, but this ce-
lerity exists only up to getting into combat. Once they reach
the battlefield, they have far fewer vehicles than any other
division. Airborne units are not ordinarily kept in the lines for
long periods, though on occasion they have fought for long
stretches (the 82nd and 101st both spent many weeks battling
as regular foot soldiers). Their special job is to drop behind
enemy lines, capture or destroy such vital installations as air-
fields or supply dumps, create diversions, delay retreats, and
take areas—such as islands—not easily accessible to forces mov-
ing overland. 5

Cavalry divisions—of which our war Army had only one,
the famous Ist—have no horses in them. The 1st Cavalry Divi-
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sion is a completely mechanized outfit, and speed has been its
hallmark despite the fact that during its early operations, in
the Admiralty Islands, it had to dispense with its vehicles and
fight dismounted. _

No division, no matter what kind, is greater than the men
who make it up. The short histories that follow are histories of
units, to be sure, but they are the histories, too, of the hundreds
of thousands of foot soldiers to whom a casually named town
in a foreign land may have been a week of agony, to whom an
obscure river or mountain may be a landmark memorable above
all others, and for whom no written words will ever catch the
import of the moments those names bring back. There are many
men who have worn the divisional insignia that are so pe-
culiarly the mark of the fighting soldier. Some of these men
served with a division only briefly, and some for months or
years. Whoever they are, and wherever they are, they will
always be a part of the divisions with which they have fought,
for they gave life and blood to our nation’s finest combat outfits.
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Ist Infantry Division

Tag oLpest and -probably the best known of all American in-
fantry divisions is the Ist, sometimes nicknamed the “Fighting
First,” often called by its proud members simply “The First,”
and most recently known as “The Red One.” Germans who had
seen the red “1” on 1st Division shoulders in North Africa,
Sicily, and all over the European continent gave the Division
that name, and the Ist’s soldiers have since used it themselves.
A German, incidentally, involuntarily provided the 1st with its
shoulder patch., According to legend, the original red “1” was
. improvised from the cap of an enemy soldier who had been
killed by a 1st Division Doughboy during World War I, when
the Division earned the right to proclaim itself first in France,
first to fire on the enemy, first to suffer casualties, first to take
prisoners, first to stage a major offensive, first to enter Germany
and—as an equally notable exception—last to come home.

The Fighting First got off to an early start in this war when,
after amphibious training in the States and in England, it surged
ashore at Oran on D-day of the North African invasion, Novem-
ber 8, 1942. It fought through Tunisia, taking heavy casualties
at Kasserine Pass, but holding its ground against the enemy
and living up to its motto, “No mission too diflicult; no sacrifice
too great,” as it hammered away at the vaunted Afrika Korps

at Gafsa, El Guettar, Tebessa, and other battlefields.
" The Ist’s second D-day was at Gela, Sicily. In 87 days, the
Division took 18 cities, inching its way up cliffs and along tor-
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tuous mountain trails, and distinguishing itself by smashing the
Hermann Goering Division and taking the important objective
of Troina, where the 16th Infantry Regiment, which dates back
to 1798, made a gallant frontal attack coordinated with a flank
assault by the 18th Infantry, a comparatively new outfit dating
back only to 1812,

After Sicily, the Ist sailed back to England to get ready for
the invasion of the Continent. On D-day in Normandy, June 6,
1944, it went ashore at Omaha Beach, the most strongly forti-
fied section of the coast. Some of its units suffered 30 per cent
casualties in the first bloody hour of fighting, but the Division
hung on to the beachhead, forced its way inland by sheer de-
termination, destroyed a whole German division that stood in
its way, and prompted Emie Pyle to write, later, “Now that it
is over it seems to me a pure miracle that we ever took the
beach at all.” For their heroism at Omaha, 740 men of a single
battalion of the 16th Infantry were awarded the Bronze Star.

In the July breakthrough out of Normandy at St. Lé, the
Lst swung to the west, took Marigny, and then trapped 30,000
Germans near Coutances. In August it'moved 300 miles in a
week to take Soissons, where in the last war the 1st had suf-
fered 9,000 casualties in four days. (Major General Clarence R.
Huebner, who led the Division at the time, had been a bat-
talion commander in the 1st at Soissons in'1918.) The Division
continued to Aachen, fighting through the city street by street
and house by house after the besieged defenders refused to
surrender. Then the Ist found itself in the thick of the Hiirtgen
Forest fighting, Companies E and F of the 26th Infantry Regi-
ment were completely wiped out, but replacements for the lost
units, fighting from foxholes against a heavy tank-infantry at-
tack, avenged their comrades by killing 1,200 Germans in three
days. During Rundstedt’s counteroffensive in the Ardennes, the
1st successfully attacked in the St. Vith-Malmédy sector, drove
on to the Rhine, and, when the 9th Armored Division captured
intact the bridge at Remagen, swept across and raced deep into
Germany. By V-E Day, all three regiments of the Division had
been cited and several smaller units had earned additional
honors. The men who wore the Red One-had good cause for
thinking that the 1st was still first.
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2nd Infantry Division

Like TuE “Fighting First,” the 2nd Infantry Division had an out-
standing record during the last war, and it became the only
division all of whose wartime units were authorized to wear the
fourragere of the Croix de Guerre. At Chéteau-Thierry and
Belleau Wood, the 2nd —“Second to None,” according to its
own slogan—made military history a generation ago. Composed
then of both Infantrymen and Marine elements, it earned more
decorations than any other World War I unit. And among its
men was one since-forgotten truck driver who painstakingly
adomed the side of his vehicle with a handsome shield framing
an Indian head—the Indian Head that thousands of “Second to
None” soldiers now wear on their shoulders today.

The 2nd hasn’t had exactly a back seat in this war, either. In
October 1943, the Indian Head outfit sailed for England, and
on June 7, 1944—D-day plus 1—it landed at St. Laurent-sur-Mer
in Normandy, while enemy shells were still pouring into the
' thinly held beachhead. For 70 straight days the Division fought
against crack enemy forces, including the formidable 3rd Para-
chute Division, which the Indian Head men first encountered
on June 11 in the Berigny-St. Georges-d’Elle-Ivon sector, and
against which the 2nd waged a personal grudge fight for many
weeks. The 2nd was instrumental in the fighting around St. L6
that led to the breakthrough out of Normandy, and was cred-
ited by Lieutenant General Leonard T. Gerow, then its corps
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commander, with having been largely responsible for victory
in the grim battle of the hedgerows.. o

Sweeping 300 miles from Normandy to Brittany, the 2nd
next set its sights on the besieged German defenders of the port
of Brest—among them the same 3d Parachute Division. With
the 8th and 26th Infantry Divisions, the 2nd took Brest in 39
days, although military experts had predicted a 90-day
campaign.

Next stop on the 2nd’s fighting itinerary was the Siegfried
Line, The Division had advanced through it to a point near
St. Vith and was just getting started on an attack when, in mid-
December, Rundstedt launched his famous breakthrough.
Cooks, clerks, and military police were thrown into the front
lines, and the 2nd held its ground in the snow-covered Biilligen
area until the Battle of the Bulge was won.

Then the Division began rolling again. It spilled out into
Germany in February and March, capturing Monschau and
Ahrweiler, among other key cities. By the end of April, the
Division had moved on to Czechoslovakia and had firmly im-
- printed its name on the historical records of the city of Pilsen,
up to then known merely for its beer.

During its last four months of fighting, the Indian Head
Division operated under the First Army, and no one was better
qualified to judge its effectiveness than General Courtney H.
Hodges, the army commander. “What the 2nd Division has
done,” the general said shortly after the Ardennes fighting,
“will live forever in the pages of history of the United States
Army.”



| 3d Infaniry Division
“TAKE A LoOK at the record, buddy.”

That's the answer a soldier of any other division gets when
he challenges the claim of 3d Infantry Division Doughboys that
their outfit—"The Fighting Third"~is the best in the Army.

The 3d has a superlative record, not only in this war but in
World War I, when it earned the nickname “Rock of the Marne”
because of its impregnable stand against the Germans’ last great
counteroffensive. Its participation in three major battles in 1918
is symbolized by the three diagonal stripes of its shoulder patch.

The “Fighting Third” is the only American division which
fought the Nazis on every front in this war—North Africa, Sicily,
Italy, France, and Germany. It has had more casualties—near y
35,000—than any other division, and it holds the record for high
combat citations, no fewer than 82 of its officers and men having
won the Medal of Honor. :

The 8d’s first D-day came on November 8, 1942, when it
sEearheaded the landing near Casablanca and, in three days of
sharp fighting, took a good slice of French Morocco and was in
position to storm Casablanca when the French surrendered. In
the final stages of the Tunisian campaign the Division was
moved across Algeria by truck and was about to go back into
action when the Afrika Korps was knocked out for good.

* After two months of training, the 3d went ashore on D-day
of the Sicilian campaign. The Division’s eapture of Palermo was
sensational. The Doug%mboys moved so swiftly that when Ameri-
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can tanks and armored cars raced in to take the city, they found
it already occupied by the footsloggers. And when the last
enemy’ stronghold on Sicily—Messina—fell to the Allies, it too
was taken by the 3d. o

At Salerno, the Fighting Third tock over the beachhead and
pushed the Germans northward and broke through the defenses
of Acerno, enabling the British to enter Naples. The Division
punched ahead and participated in the bloody crossing of the
Volturno.

When the Anzio campaign was launched the 3d again drew
“the short straw.” Its Doughs splashed ashore in the first wave
at Anzio, and for the next four months held on to its toehold in
the face of the most furious counterattacks of the war. It was
here that the 3d established the record-for the most casualties
suffered in any one day by an American division. -

In the big May push the 3d figured prominently in the lib-
eration of Rome. With only a few days of rest the men started
training for their next operation—the invasion of southern
France.

Led by Major General John Wilson (“Iron Mike”) O'Daniel,
the 3d took more than 1,000 prisoners in its first twenty-four
hours on French soil, and began a race that carried to Avignon
and the Rhéne River, then toward the Allied armies which had
broken out of Normandy. _

The fortress city of Besancon fell in two days, but during
October the Division advanced slowly and bloodily in front of -
the Vosges Line. In November the breaching of the line was
completed, and the Doughs moved into Strasbourg,. -

For its superb fighting on the northern perimeter of the
Colmar bridgehead, when it battled through snow, storms,
enemy-infested marshes and woods, and over flat plains criss-
crossed by unfordable streams, the entire Division was cited by
the President. Then, as a major unit of the Seventh Army, the
3d Division drove across the Rhine and deep into Germany.

On V-E Day the “Fighting Third” was at Salzburg, and
was using as a messhall the dining room of Schloss Kless-
heim, where Hitler once housed his more important guests.
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4th Infantry Division

‘Waen Tz 4th Infantry Division sailed proudly past the Statue
of Liberty in July 1945, it brought with it two war souvenirs
for the people of New York from the people of Paris—a section
of the iron gate that bounds the Tuileries Gardens, and a scarred
stone cornice from the Hotel Crillon. It was highly appropriate
that the “Famous Fourth” should have been selected to bear
these gifts, because, when the Parisians, crouching behind the
Tuileries gate waited for the liberation of their city, it was the
men of the Ivy Division who streamed in and crushed the last
German resistance. :

Of the Parisians who thrilled at the sight of the shoulder
insignia of the 4th, probably very few guessed why its soldiers -
wore that particular kind of green foliage. The selection of that
design is one of the few known instances of authorized military
trivolity. “I-vy” is simply the spelling out, in letter form, of the
Roman numerals for “four.”

There was nothing frivolous about the 4th when it returned
-to France in 1944 for its second war service in that country, On
D-day, the 8th Infantry, one of the three venerable Army regi-

~ments that form the backbone of the 4th, surged ashore at Utah
Beach and earned the distinction of being the first unit among
all the invasion forces to touch the coast of Normandy. For the
previous five months, the whole Division, based at Devon in
England, had been diligently practicing landings on replicas
of the Normandy beaches. Three unit citations were given to
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elements of the 4th for their work in Normandy, but to offset
these honors the division lost its assistant commander, who was
posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor—Brigadier General
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. .

After the 4th landed, its next accomplishment was to effect
the relief of isolated units of the 82d Airborne Division who had
parachuted into France and had been cut off for thirty-six hours
at Ste.-Mcére-Eglise. The 4th helped free Cherbourg, swung
back to St. Lé—when it spearheaded the breakthrough by rid-
ing through the enemy lines clinging to tanks of the 2nd Arm-
ored Division, and smashed toward Paris in the Third Army’s
drive across France.

By early September, the Ivy soldiers had fought their way
into Belgium, and soon cracked the Siegfried Line. A patrol
of the 4th’s 22nd Infantry Regiment became one of the first
American units to enter Germany when it slipped across the
border on September 11. During the next couple of months, the
division inched its way deeper into Germany, finding itself in
December deep in the Hiirtgen Forest, where, amid overhead
shell bursts, the Doughboys fought savagely against fanatical
resistance and one regiment destroyed five German regiments
in a 19-day battle.

In the Battle of the Bulge, the 4th held the line in Luxem-
bourg, where its tenacity prompted General Patton to announce,
“No American division in France has excelled the magnificent
record of the 4th Infantry Division.” In January the Ivy Divi-
sion crossed the Sauer River, and then took one town after an-
other—among them Fuhren, Vianden, Priim, Adenau, and Reif-
ferscheid. In capturing the last two places, the division moved
20 miles in 24 hours. By V-E Day, it had marched to the Aus-
trian border and was stationed just below Bad Tolz, in Southern
Bavaria. It had moved fast, and had hit hard, but, like most of
our combat divisions, had had to pay a heavy price for its gains.
By V-E Day, the Ivy Division had suffered 21,550 casualties.



5th Infantry Division

TaREE MoNTHS before Pear]l Harbor, a regimental combat team
of the 5th Infantry Division sailed to Iceland. In March 1942
the rest of the division embarked for that island base. By August
1943 the whole division had moved on to England and then
Northern Ireland. These early moves were cloaked with secrecy,
and little was known of the whereabouts of the soldiers who
wore the Red Diamond on their shoulders. By August 1944,
however, when the 5th was rushing across France, the Red
Diamond was very much in evidence—~so much, in fact, that the
Germans who had felt its cutting strength decided that the
division’s nickname was insufficiently descriptive. They gave
the 5th a new name—the “Red Devils.”

The 5th was no stranger to France, or to German soldiers. In
World War I, the Red Diamond Division, entering the lines on
June 14, 1918, fought at St.Mihiel and along the Meuse, and
took 2,356 prisoners. In this war, it landed in Normandy on
July 10, anciP in two months sped some 700 miles across France
to the Moselle River, at one point travelling so fast that it had to
halt for five days for its supplies to catch up with it. On its way,
it seized Angers, Chartres, Etampes, and other cities, and made
forced crossings of 20 rivers, including the Main, Seine, Yonne,
Marne, Aisne, and Meuse.

When it reached the Moselle, the 5th was given the mission
of establishing a bridgehead on the east barﬁc in preparation
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for the Third Army’s attack on the fortified city of Metz, which
had never been captured by a frontal assault although various
armies had been trying for a couple of thousand years. On Sep-
tember 8, three years after the first elements of the Division
had gone overseas, the Red Diamond Doughboys stormed
across-the Moselle and dug in on the opposite bank. They held
their bridgehead through a nightmare of enemy steel; one unit
was counterattacked 36 times during a single 60-hour stretch.
With the bridgehead secure, the 5th was withdrawn for a rest,
and on November 1st was sent back into the line for the all-out
assault on Metz. With the 95th Division on its left and the 80th
on its right, and the tanks of the 6th Armored lending support,
the 5th attacked on November 9, and ten days later the sup-
posedly impregnable fortress fell to the American divisions.

Ordered to the southern flank of the German bulge during
the Ardennes counteroffensive, the 5th saw further bitter action
there and helped turn back the enemy threat. Then it went back
to its accustomed routine of taking more French cities away
from the Germans, helped to clear Luxembourg of the enemy,
and, as the war in Europe drew to a close, swung down into
Czechoslovakia. On V-E Day, the 5th was at Winterburg, '

The Division that had become known along the Western
Front for having outrun its supplies achieved a different kind
of distinction when it helped drive the Germans out of Verdun
and subsequently seized an enemy supply dump. There the
Doughboys who had had too little came upon a priceless cache
of thousands of German field jackets lined with rabbit fur, and
Major General Stafford LeRoy Irwin, their commander, ordered
that one be distributed to each Red Diamond soldier. For a
while, at least, the Red Diamond men were so snugly dressed
that the men of other units sometimes momentarily confused
them with our Air Forces.
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6th Infantry Division

In WorLp Wanr I the 6th Division was in so many engagements
and made so many long marches about France that it was nick-
named “The Sight-Seeing Sixth.” ' '

The 6th in World War IT did a pretty good job of upholding
that reputation, Its six-pointed star shoulder patch has been
seen throughout the Pacific, from Hawaii to the far reaches of

apan.
J PNO division had a tougher assignment in the recapture of
the Philippines than the 6th. It Janded at Lingayen Gulf, Luzon,
on D-day, January 9, 1945, and immediately took to the hills
in pursuit of the Japs. While most of the other invading divisions
~were working on fairly flat terrain, the 6th was in the mountains,
hacking away at the formidable Nip positions. Not until the
Okinawa campaign did American troops get as much artillery
as was poured on the 6th from the Japanese mountain guns.

But the 6th kept rolling the enemy from peak to peak. In the
first month of the campaign the Sightseers killed 5,000 Japs, and
during the fierce battle around Mufioz they knocked out 57 Jap
medium and light tanks and destroyed a formidable number of
artillery pieces. General Walter Krueger, Commanding General
of the Sixth Army, commended the Division for its magnificent
performance in this engagement.

Shortly after this battle the 6th’s commander, Major General
Edwin D. Patrick, was killed by mortar fire while up front with
his troops. ' '
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The 6th’s first mission in this war was the defense of Oahu.
‘The Division reached the Hawaiian Islands in 1943 and relieved
the 27th Division of the defensive-positions in the southern
sector. Later, it took over the defense of the entire island.

In January of 1944 the 6th set sail for Milne Bay, New
Guinea, and five months later moved on to the Toem-Wakde
area in Dutch New Guinea, In July the Sightseers went into
action west of Toem and met and defeated the Japanese in the
bloody battle of Lone Tree Hill. This victory was a major one
because it secured the Maffin Bay area for the Americans.

With little or no rest, the 6th went into action again. This
~ time the men with the six-pointed star made a landing at Sansa-
por on the Vogelkop Peninsula in the Netherlands East Indies.
Striking swiftly against a surprised Japanese garrison, the 6th
rapidly secured the Sansapor coast from Cape Weimak to the
Mega River. The Division, in its lightning stroke at Sansapor,
captured many prisoners. "

The 6th garrisoned this area until late in the year when it
joined the vast armada that sailed against Luzon. During the
Luzon campaign the men of the 6th established a Pacific record
for continuous duty in the line, serving well over a hundred days
hefore being relieved and given a rest at a back area.



7th Infdniry Division

For THE MEN of the 7th Infantry Division there is no such thing
as unseasonable weather for Jap killing. They have slain the
Nips in the sub-zero cold of the Arctic regions, and they
chopped them down when it was hitting 125 in the shade of
palm trees. After the war was over, they went on to police them
in Korea. : '

From Attu’s bleak wastes to the lush jungles of the Pacific
the men of the “Hourglass” Division have ranged in search of
the enemy, and in doing so have earned two major honors.

* At Attu the 7th gained the distinction of recapturing the first
American soil taken by the Japanese. And at Kwajalein in the
Marshall Islands the 7th, with the 4th Marines, won the honor
of first wresting from the Japanese ground he held prior to
Pearl Harbor. _

The 7th, which was activated in 1940 under the command of
then Major General Joseph W. Stilwell, started its battle against
the Nips in May 1943, when its men hit the beaches of Attu.
For three weeks, in weather that would have broken the spirit
of many an Arctic explorer, the 7th was in bitter combat with
the enemy. The battle spread into the mountains and into the
valleys, and it was not until May 30, when the Japanese threw
their all into a fanatical banzai attack that failed, was the battle

for the Aleutian stronghold ended. _
- Three months later elements of the 7th assaulted Kiska only
to find that the enemy had fled a few days earlier.
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The Hourglass boys shipped from the Aleutians to Hawaii,
where they underwent months of rigorous training in prepara-
tion for their try at jungle fighting. Farly in 1944, the Tth
swarmed ashore at Kwajalein, in the heart of the ]ap—held Mar--
shall Islands. Six days later the Stars and Stripes was flying
over the atoll—and the Japs had lost their first territory of the

war.

It was on Leyte that the men of the 7th really started killing
Japs. On D-day, October 20, the Hourglassers hit the sand near
the town of Dulag and found themselves opposed by one of the
crack Japanese divisions—the 16th, perpetrators of the “Bataan
Death March.” Fighting for every foot, the 7th drove inland,
and within four days had captured Dulag, its important airstrip,
the San Pablo airfield, and the city of Burauen, Swinging north,
the Hourglassers plowed through the rice paddies, waist-deep
mud, and monsoon gales to crush Jap resistance and overrun
Jap defenses at the key town of Dagami.

But MacArthur gave them little rest. He turned the Division
south and told them to eliminate all the enemy from the Leyte
- watershed as far south as Abuyog. This mission was accom-
plished under the most adverse weather conditions. The men
were pelted by torrential rains, blown down by winds of
typhoon velocity, and had to fight flash floods and swollen rivers
and streams.

The 7th finished its chore in the Leyte campaign by Iandmg
on the Camotes Islands and exterminating all the Japanese on
this group. The Tth moved 105 miles on Leyte, covered 1,950
" miles in reconnaissance, and killed 16,559 of the enemy.

But the toughest fight for the 7th was yet to come. On Easter
Sunday the men of the Hourglass patch landed on the west
coast of Okinawa and started a drive across the island. There
they met the most intense artillery fire of the Pacific war, and
the most stubborn enemy defense. One of the bloodiest battles
of the war saw the 7th assault Hill 178 for six days before taking
this anchor position in the defense line. When Okinawa was
conquered and General Stilwell came to assume command of
the Tenth Army, he found his old division—the 7th—waiting for
him with a combat record unsurpassed by any fighting unit in
the Pacific.
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8th Infantry Division

ON SerremBEr 18, 1944, several German pockets on the coast
of Brittany were just about liquidated. On that day a German
lieutenant general who had managed to sneak from Brest to the
Crozon peninsula prudently decided to smrender to the §th
Infantry Division. He was brought before Brigadier General
Charles D. W. Canham, assistant commander of the 8th, who
stood waiting with a group of armed Infantrymen behind him.
The haughty German looked at General Canham and said,
“Where are your credentials?” General Canham motioned to his
grim-faced Doughboys. “These are my credentials,” he said.

That phrase is now part of the permanent history of the
“Golden Arrow” Division, formerly known as the “Pathfinder.”
Its three Infantry regiments are among the Army’s best known.
The 13th was activated in 1798, the 121st stems from a famous
Georgia outfit (and fought against the 13th in the Civil War),
and the 28th was the first American combat unit ever to set foot
in France when, serving with the Ist Infantry Division in the
last war, it landed at St. Nazaire in June 1917.

When the Japs struck at Pearl Iarbor, the 8th, a Regular
Army division, was immediately assigned to patrolling the east
coast from North Carolina to the Florida Keys. It sailed for
Europe in December 1943, and trained with the British near
Belfast in Northern Ireland. Landing in Normandy on the
Fourth of July, it went into action four days later and, during
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the next ten months, was responsible for the capture of 316,000
enemy prisoners, 250,000 of whom were seized when the Divi-
sion made a swift dash to the Elbe River in April, establishing a
bridgehead there and joining up with the Russian forces ad-
vancing west along the Baltic.

The 8th Division’s first action was at the Ay River in Nor-
mandy. It moved on to capture Remnes, and trom there pro-
ceeded to the siege of Brest, remaining close to the west coast
of France until late in September. During this period the 3d
Battalion of the 121st Infantry, while temporarily attached to
the 83d Division, made a heroic stand near Dinard, where, on
August 9, it was completely isolated for three days, but held out

“against fierce enemy attacks and saved its wounded by admin-
istering plasma dropped by two Cub artillery planes. During
August and September, the Golden Arrow Division took 15,000
prisoners. .

Turning back toward the east, the division moved into the
Luxembourg zone of action, fought in the Hiirtgen Forest, and
pushed its way across the Roer River backed by a heavy con-
centration of fire from its own artillery battalions, which one
group of Germans reported to be more devastating in their fire
than anything they had experienced on the Russian front. The
Golden Arrow’s big guns poured in a 45-minute barrage of shells
on the city of Diiren that virtually flattened the place. The 8th
went on to cross the Ruhr and the Erft Canal, fought its way to

- Cologne, stormed the Elbe, and, as the war in Europe ended,

was deep in Germany at Schweren. During its ten’ months of
operations in Europe, the Division was out of combat for just
ten days. '
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9th Infantry Division

Stars and Stripes, which ought to know, called it “The Varsity.”
A newspaper editorial at home dubbed it “Hitler's Nemesis.”
Nobody knows what Hitler called it, but his term probably
wasn't affectionate.

The 9th Infantry Division has a record few outfits can sur-
pass. Its 22,724 casualties attest to the tough fighting it saw.
The 17 generals who have graduated from its ranks since its
activation (including its first commander, General Jacob L.
Devers, now chief of all the Army Ground Forces) attest to its
“leadership. And the battles it has won attest to its high combat
effectiveness. _

Port Lyautey, Algiers, El Guettar, Bizerte, Randazzo,
Quinnéville, Cherbourg, the Falaise Gap, Remagen, the Ruhr
Pocket, the Harz Mountains—these are only a few of the major
scenes of action for the veteran 9th.

The red-white-and-blue octofoil—the fifteenth century her-
aldic symbol for the ninth son—has been borne through Algeria,
Tunisia, French Morocco, Sicily, England, France, Belgium,
Holland, Germany, and Norway—and the men who now wear it
are on permanent occupation duty in Germany. :

- Their long trip to victory began on November 8, 1942, when
elements of the 9th Division, as parts of two separate task forces,
stormed ashore at Algiers, and at Port Lyautey and Sojro. For a
while two of the 9th’s regimental combat teams guarded the *
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Spanish Moroccan border, and were reviewed by President
Roosevelt at the time of the Casablanca Conference.

In Tunisia, during the winter and early spring of 1943, the
9th made a 900-mile forced march to Kasserine and fought at
Sened and Maknassy, and on May 7, tank destroyers attached to
the Division were the first Allied troops into Bizerte, last Ger-
man stronghold in Africa. Moving on into Sicily, the 9th landed
at Palermo and added the key city of Randazzo to its growing
list of conquests. _

The 9th left Sicily on November 8, 1943, first anniversary of
its African invasion. It sailed to England to train for the invasion
of France, and landed in Normandy on D-day plus 4. Spear-
headed by the 39th Infantry, with its now famous slogan of
“Anything, Anywhere, Any Time, Bar Nothing,” the 9th Divi-
sion marched to Quinnéville, pushed on to Barneville, cut the
Cotentin Peninsula, and moved on to Cherbourg, where it cap-
tured the German commander of the seaport garrison. It was
one of the divisions that led the breakthrough out of St.L, it
fought at Chiteau-Thierry and, on September 2, it began the
liberation of Belgium. ' _

By September 5, the 9th had crossed the Meuse River, near
‘Dinant, and eight days later it had entered Germany, south of
Rotgen. It fought its way through Saarlautern, street by street
and house by house, and as the winter snows covered the battle-
field, it battled south of Aachen. _

In February, the 9th relieved the 99th at Monschau, moved
northeast, and took Einruhr, two miles from the vital Roer River
dam, followed by Wascheid and Gemiind. It helped the lst
Division mop up at Bonn, and, late in March, was one of the
first outfits to battle at the Remagen bridgehead. A month later,
it cut the Cologne-Frankfurt highway, captured the ancient
walled city of Ziilpich (Clovis had laid siege to it as far back as

- A.p. 496), and took on the job of reducing the Ruhr Pocket. Not
only did the 9th keep the Germans from breaking out of there,
but at Schmallenberg, Hitler's Nemeses captured themselves a
fine German footwear factory and were issued an unprece-
dentedly large number of new shoes.

Except for the 47th Infantry, which was detached at the end

* of the war to travel briefly to Norway, the rest of the 9th spent
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the closing days of the struggle cleaning up that pocket. The
Division took Mechede and Siedlinghausen, and liberated 900
slave laborers from five countries imprisoned at Sinn, on the
Dill River.

Ernie Pyle once said, “The 9th is good.” He knew what he
was talking about.
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10th Mountain Division

WrEN tHE all-out drive to clear the German forces from Italy
began early in 1945, Lieutenant General Lucian X. Truscott,
commanding general of the Fifth Army, chose as the spearhead
of that push the 10th Mountain Division. It was the sort of
break the men of the Army’s only mountain division had been
waiting for, and their method of waging warfare on the rugged
Italian heights more than justified the General’s faith in them.

The 10th had been in Italy less than a month before it was
in the line in one of the toughest sectors of the Fifth Army front.
It was given the task of dislodging the crack German mountain
troops from the heights of Mount Belvedere. It was country
which a St.Bernard would think twice before traversing, but it
didn’t bother the hardy men of the 10th, who call themselves the
“Mountaineers.” For years they had trained in sub-zero weather,
- and they were chiefly men who had been battling the elements
all their lives. The Doughboys who fought through the snowy
passes and over the gale-swept peaks were famous American
skiers, climbers, forest rangers, park and wild-life service men.

After chasing the Germans from the grim heights of Belve-
dere, the Mountaineers of the 10th~an admiring high com-
mander called them the “Cat’s Whiskers”—piled on the pressure
and broke through the stubborn German defense lines in the
Apennine Mountains near Bologna. Fighting in the clouds, the
10th is credited with having cleared the last of the mountain
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barriers in Italy and paved the way for armored elements of the
~ Fifth Army to chase the Germans northward in the Po Valley.

In the relatively short time the 10th was in action it estab-
lished a reputation through the Fifth Army as an outfit which
could scale the heights and stay on top. Once the outfit gained a
height it held it. Not once did it yield a peak it had secured.

The Division had many individual heroes.

One was Sergeant Torger Tokle, world champion ski jumper,
who was killed in action in March 1945. A buddy of his, telling
of Tokle’s death, said that the ski champ had died “fighting a
one-man campaign to repay the Nazis for the hardship and in-
dignities visited on his family and former countrymen.” Tokle’s
family had been caught in Norway by the German invasion.

Another was Colonel William O. Darby, famous organizer
of The Rangers, who was killed on May 1, just before the end of
~ hostilities, while serving as assistant commander of the 10th.

The division was activated at Camp Hale, Colorado, July
11943, and at that time was known as the 10th Division (Light}.
It was not officially designated as the 10th Mountain Division
until more than a year later. _

Despite the activation date, the Division’s origin dates back
to small units which had been in training since 1921, during a
period when the Army was experimenting with outfits which
would be especially trained to fight in the snow and moun-
tainous terrain. These units were usually composed of volun-
teers from already activated divisions.

During a training period near the Continental Divide, a
pilot, bringing in his bomber to a Colorado airport after dark,
reported by radio: “No. 15 to Pueblo. No. 15 to Pueblo. Coming
in at eight thousand feet. Gliding. Gliding. Gliding,” He flipped
over the switch to receive, but instead of the control tower he
picked up a tired and slightly bored voice with a New England
twang. “Sugar Loaf Mountain Patrol to 10th Division Head-
quarters,” the voice said. “Coming in at twelve thousand feet.
Coming in at twelve thousand feet. Walking. Walking.
Walking.” ‘

The shoulder patch of the 10th has a blue background, the
outline of a powder keg, and over this crossed bayonets. Above .
the patch the men wear a tab bearing the word “Mountain.”

21



11th Airborne Division

“Tokyo Rosr” was at her untruthful best on her broadcast of
December 7, 1944, third anniversary of the sneak attack on
Pecarl Harbor. '

In delighted tones she told of how invincible Japanese para-
troopers, the evening before, had dropped on a vital airstrip in
Leyte to destroy scores of planes, kill handreds of Yanks, and
capture the airfield. :

No one laughed any harder at this broadcast than did the
tough hombres of the 11th Airborne Division. They happened
to be on hand when the Nips tumbled out in the dusk, and the
ensuing battle was the first paratrooper-versus-paratrooper bat-
tle of the Pacific. It was a wild fight, there in the coconut groves
bordering the strip. Every man for himself. But in the morning
the area was stippled with dead Japs, and by noon “The
- Angels,” as the 11th troopers are known to their commanding
officer, had tracked down and destroyed every Jap who landed.

The Japs brought with them a flag, later seized in the battle,
with the message “Exert your utmost for your country” em- .
broidered on it. It was signed by Lieutenant General Kyoji
Tominaga, Imperial War Minister. The flag now hangs at West
Point,

The 11th landed on Leyte, 40 miles south of the capital city
of Taclobin, on November 18, 1944, and the fight on that island
is regarded by its officers and men as the toughest of all the
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Division’s fights. Troopers who later waged bloody battles for
Nichols Field and Fort McKinley, and who used bayonets to
assault hill positions and rock caves on Luzon, claim that Leyte
was the worst. :

The men fought everything on Leyte. Inexperience, rain,
mud, howling winds, dense jungles, rugged mountains, and a
fanatical enemy. But they never took a backward step during
the campaign, despite scores of suicidal banzai attacks by the
Nips.

PIn general, the 11th’s mission on Leyte was to clear the
Ormoc-Burauen supply trail, the Japs’ lifeline, and to squeeze
the enemy against the Tth, 77th, and 96th Division troops on
the north and northwest coasts. They accomplished this, and
much of their movement was done at night. For example, when
the 511th Parachute Infantry was given the job of pushing
through the Anas Pass, the attack was launched in the dead of
night. The Japs, sound asleep in their bivouac, apparently se-
cure in their belief that Americans did not attack at night, were
wiped out before they could throw together a defense.

“The Angels” killed 5,700 Japs on Leyte by actual count, and
no one will ever know how many more were blown to bits by
artillery.
~ The 11th Airborne made a landing on Luzon, 60 road miles

from Manila. Half an hour after reaching the beach the 11th
had cleaned out the last Jap beachhead defender, and one of
its regiments was racing down Highway 17 to Manila. It moved
so swiftly that the Japs, who had mined the bridges, didn't
have time to blow them. It was not until the troopers reached
the foothills of Tageytay Ridge that the fleeing Japs made a
stand. From that point on it was tough going. Mountain guns
and mortars bracketed the highway. The Japs were looking
‘down the troopers” throats, but they pushed on up the ever-
ascending Highway 17.

. On February 3 the 511th made its first combat jump—the
third parachute combat jump in the Pacific war. The jump
brought about the capture of the Ridge, and “The Angels”
headed for Manila, 30 miles away. There was a stiff battle at
Imus, ten miles from the Manila suburbs. The troopers broke
through the Genko Line, and moved toward Nichols Field. The
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battle for the airstrip was one of the meanest of the Luzon cam-
paign. Pillboxes doited the installation, protecting all roads
leading to the field. Dual-purpose ack-ack guns abounded.
From the outer rim of the field’s defenses the Japs poured in fire -
from five-inch naval guns. Following the fall of Nichols Field,
the troopers aided in the capture of Fort McKinley.

Of all the 11th’s operations on Luzon, the most daring was
the hit-and-run raid on the Japanese internment camp at Los
Bafios, where more than 2,000 American and Furopean na-
tionals were held. In a combined paratroop and amphibious
landing, the troopers struck 25 miles behind the enemy lines to
overwhelm the Jap garrison. The Americans sustained only one
casualty—a slight shoulder wound suffered by a parachutist.

Oh, yes—one other thing about the men whom Tokyo Rose
reported “killed” at the Leyte airstrip. Some of them were
among the members of the 11th Airborne who, the following
August, achieved the honor of being the first American soldiers
to set foot on captive Japan, and who proudly formed the guard
of honor as General MacArthur arrived to inspect his first occu-
pation headquarters in Yokohama.



13th AirbornegDivisioh

THE suOULDER PATCE of the 13th Airborne Division is a winged
unicorn on a blue shield, and it is a happy choice. Tradition
associates the unicorn with qualities of courage and strength,
and the elements of the 13th which fought in Europe against
the Nazis, displayed these qualities in abundance.

In World War I the 13th was an infantry division, and was
prepared to sail overseas when the Armistice stopped all troop
movements. In World War II the Division was activated at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, and later was transferred to Camp
Mackall, North Carolina, The Airborne Center.

Although the 13th was assigned to the First Allied Airborne
Army, it was not committed to action in the European conflict,
The 517th Parachute Infantry Regiment, however, which was
joined to the division overseas, had had previous combat service.
Operating as a combat team, the 517th fought in Italy in Sep-
tember 1944, and then in southern France.

In the Ardennes campaign, when the threat of the German
breakthrough was at its height, the 517th fought with outstand-
ing valor. The st Battalion of this rugged outfit was attached
to the 3d Armored Division and went into combat around Soy
and Hotten.

The 2nd Battalion, and that part of the 3d Battalion not
guarding XVIII Airborne Corps Headquarters, was attached to
the 30th Infantry Division. For their action in this bitter cam-
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" paign the team was commended by the late Major General
Maurice Rose, commanding general of the 8d Armored Division.

After V-E Day, the 13th was stationed in France, at Vitry-le-
Francois. Later it returned to the United States and was about
to embark for service in the Pacific when the war ended.
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17th Airborne Division

No AMERICAN DIvisIoN ever made a more spectacular or haz-
ardous entrance into combat than did the 17th Airborne,

Comfortably billeted in England one day, 17th troopers
were .in the battle zone near Reims the next, ready to throw
_their power against Rundstedt’s best in the Battle of the Bulge.

With Rundstedt’s troops grinding forward, the Allies needed
all men available. Under cover of darkness, and in treacherous
flying weather, the 17th boarded transport planes and was
flown to the battle zone. _

The men who wear the grasping eagle’s claws against a
black background on their shoulder patch were given a terrific
assignment their first time out. They relieved the 11th Armored
Division, south of historic Bastogne, and went into the line
between the 101st Airborne Division and the 87th Infantry
Division. ' '

Their mission was not to hold, but to attack. And attack they
did. Scorning a fanatical foe, swirling snow, roadblocks, and
thousands of mines, the 17th drove forward. The troopers
slashed into Cetturu, and on to Bouitet, Steinbach, and Limerle,
cutting vital highways.

By the end of a month of bitter fighting the men of the 17th
broke into Germany near the town of Wiltz. :

In February the Division was engaged along the Our River,
its job being to hold a bridgehead south of Cleveaux, Luxem-
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bourg. In a pre-dawn attack it was one of the units which
crossed the Luxembourg-German border along a 22-mile front,
and pushed into the Siegfried Line. The men forded the Our
River just east of Clerf. Fighting alongside the 6th Armored
Division, the 17th captured Dasburg and established a supply
line across the Our River. ' :

- In March came one of the most successful airborne opera-
tions of the war, a feat that helped set up the final drive to
Berlin and Nazi capitulation. As part of the First Allied Air-
borne Army, the 17th helped in the crossing of the Rhine just
below the Netherlands border. In dropping across the Rhine the
division employed 3,000 gliders without the loss of one due to
enemy action. The landing of troops in this dramatic thrust by
the First Allied Airborne Army began northeast of Wessel,
Germany, and the big march was on. Dorsten fell, then Haltern,
followed by Diilmen, Appelhausen, and Miinster.



24th Infantry Division

TrE 24tH Division doesn’t forget. _

It was on Oahu when the Japs threw their sneak punch at
Pearl Harbor, and the men of the Victory Division have been
paying back the Nips ever since. ,

Thus far the 24th has hit the Nips thirteen times—at Hol-
landia, Biak, Panaon, Leyte, Mindoro, Marinduque, Subic Bay,
Fort McKinley, Lubang, Romblon, Simara, Verde, and Corregi-
dor. Now it is in Japan itself. .

The 24th started its slaughter of the Japs in April of 1944
when, in what has been called the most brilliantly conceived
and executed tactical maneuver of the Pacific war, it landed in
New Guinea for the Tanahmerah-ollandia operation. In four
days the Division had wrested the vital Hollandia airdrome
from the enemy, and this was accomplished with only 52 battle
casualties. By June 6, the Victory men had killed 1,777 Japs and
taken 502 prisoners, and had lost a total of only 43 men killed
and 70 wounded. Elements of the 24th then went to Biak and
“aided the 41st Division in capturing Sorido and Boroke air-
dromes.

But it was on Leyte, where the backbone of the Japanese
defense of the Philippines was broken, that the 24th proved it-
self one of the great fighting outfits of the war. The men came
in on Red Beach, and it was an inferno. Jap mountain guns
flayed the landing boats. Zekes and Bettys sprayed the beach.
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The dunes were raked by enemy mortar, machine-gun and
small-arms fire. But the 24th landed and kept moving. The 19th
Infantry Regiment drove up vital Hill 522 before the Japs, who
had abandoned this commanding bit of ground during the naval
bombardment, could reoccupy their positions. The 34th In-
fantry Regiment pushed straight inland, repulsing counterattack .
after counterattack.

The 24th bore the brunt of the fighting on Leyte. It fought
the Jap at the crossroads, in the villages, in the rice paddies,
along the banks of dirty streams, stalked him through the hills,
and rooted him out of his dugouts. For 78 consecutive days, a
Pacific record at the time, the men of the 24th were in constant
combat, and they killed a counted 7,179 Japs. :

The 2nd Battalion of the 19th Infantry is known in the
Pacific as the “Lost Battalion” of World War II. In a wide flank-
ing movement designed to put a strangle hold on the Japanese
“lifeline” road at Ormoc, the 2nd Battalion remained 13 days
behind Japanese lines. Cut off from supplies and unable to
evacuate its wounded, the battalion held, despite daily banzai
attacks by the desperate Japanese.

But there was no rest for the weary after Leyte.

Elements of the 24th were pulled directly from the line and
went to Mindoro as part of a task force, while other elements
landed and secured Marinduque. _

With only a short rest, the fighting 34th Infantry was at-
tached to the 38th Division to spearhead the landing of that
outfit above Subic Bay at the tip of Bataan Peninsula. The 34th
led this assault all the way to Zig-Zag Pass, that treacherous
divide where the Japanese had prepared a main line of defense.
The 34th broke through the pass. , :

One battalion of the 34th was given the honor of making the
amphibious assault on Corregidor. It hit the beach on February
16 while the 503d Parachute Infantry landed on Topside. For
nine days the men stood up against—and beat back—fanatical
- Nip attacks. '

Later the Victory men were given the job of mopping-up
operations on Verde, Lubang, Romblon and Simara Islands.
They didn’t miss a Jap. The 24th really remembered Pear]
Harbor.
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25th Infantry Division

No otaER prvision in the history of the United States Army was
ever so quickly in combat after it was formed as the 25th, or
“Tropic Lightning” Division.

It was but a baby of two months, stationed on Oahu in the
~ Hawaiian Islands, when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.

Activated from elements of the Hawaiian Division’s Regular
Army troops in October 1941, it was burying its dead on De-
cember 7.

All through 1942, the 25th fretted for a chance to gain re-
venge against the Japanese. The chance came early in 1943
when the men who wear the Spanish red taro leaf, with a light-
ning flash on it, cleared for Guadalcanal. The infantrymen went
ashore on the open beaches west of the Tenaru River. Their
mission was to drive inland 14 miles, envelop the Jap south
flank, reduce strong enemy positions on Mt. Austen, and seize
~ the corps objective 3,000 yards to the west.

The rough and broken terrain made supply, communica-
tion, and evacuation of wounded extremely difficult. Lack of
suitable maps was another handicap. And the Japs were there
in abundance. ‘

But the “Tropic Lightnings” slashed forward, and by the
15th of January the Japanese were bottled into three main
pockets. The 27th Infantry Regiment fought the Japs in the
open. The 35th Infantry fought them in the thick jungles of
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Mt.Austen. Some of the meanest fighting of the Pacific war was
done by the 25th in clearing the stubborn Japs from these
pockets. Early in February, the 161st Infantry made a junction
with other division units near Cape Esperance, and the Nip-
ponese occupation of Guadalcanal was over.

After five months of training and conditioning on the "Canal,
the 25th joined in the New Georgia fight for the vital Munda
airfield. The 161st was the first to reach New Georgia, and so
fierce was the opposition, so miserable the weather, that the
161st required nine days to fight its way to its line of departure.
By this time the 27th Infantry had joined the battle, and, in a
historic 19-day march through the ]ungles and mud, secured the
important harbor of Bairoko. Following these campaigns, the
men of the 25th cleaned up Arundel Island, and fought a bloody
battle to secure Vella Lavella Island.

The Division, after eleven months in the jungles, was sent
to New Zealand for a well deserved rest. From there it went to
New Caledonia, where replacement brought it back to strength.
- The “Tropic Lightnings” landed on Luzon two days after
the initial assault, and went into the line a week later. Attacking
between t