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A, FHGH THE 1ASTALUATION UF THE ATLARTIC WALL
PO PHE BEGLANING OF THE LNVASION, |
1. Oceupation _Zener,

In the world, there was talk of a strong German
Atlantic Wall already at the time when same did not yet
exist., It ie true, the Atlantic Coast had constantly
been occupied since the termination of the Germen-French

war in 1940, but the fortifications were limited to

merely a few important points.

In Brittany, the occupation forces were constantly
changed; units which were intact were -~ at the middie
of 1941 - sent to the East and replaced by troops from
there, which were in need of fresheuing up. Their chief
éim was the restoration of their full fighting strength,
benause they expected to be committed again_in the Eagt,
Therefore, aside from training and recreation, they wore w
a8 may be easily understood -~ not very much interested
in the development of the Atlentic Wall, especially since
the nmajority of the troops did nct expect an Allied
invasion before the Fall of 1942.

Sinha, at that time, the German Army High Command
had given up hoPe for a quick termination of the_ﬁuesian
campaign and henee, had to reckon with an Allied invasion
in the West in due course, orders were issued in 1942 fdr

the féllowing esaeﬁtial changes in the delense system



of the Atlentic Wall:

a. A'permanent occupation of the Atlantic Coast
by units whieh were especlally organized for this purpose
- 8o ealled "garrison éivisions",

| b. & systemstic improvement of the coast carried
out by the garrisons,

¢. 1increased effectiveness of operations on the
part of the garrisons, by means of allotting supplementary
weapons, according to the importance of the respective
sectors, These weapons were ma nned by permanently
atatigned fortresa cadre troops, who had to remain in the
same localities, even when the security divisions were

changed,

These measures brought it about that the garrison
troops gained a good knowledge of the surroun@inga.and
became convincéd that each improvement of the fortifi-
cations would result in a betterment of their own combat’

conditions,

When, at the end of 1942, the newly activated
%43, Inf, Div, arrived at the norihern coast of Brittany,
in order to teke over the sector of St. Brieue up to
Plouescat (west of Morlaix), it consisted of only twa
infantry regiments of three battalions each, four
batteries, two engineer companies and one signal battalion,
The armament and equipment was not oomplete; many troops

8till had no guns.
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¥hen the formation and training for defense of the

Division had been completed and the Army High Command # 7
had realized that the occupation of the important harbor'
Brest would also have to be assigned to a permant detach-
ment of troops, the 343, I1.D. was, during the middle of
1943, transferred and stationed in the sector of Plouescat
(west of Morleix) up to and inecluding the Crozon Peninsule
and reinforced by a third infantry regiment‘for this
important task. FProspects were held out of the arrival

of the third artillery battalion and the third engineer

company.

It was generally assumed that the Allies would invade
with the greatest comuitment of men and materiel., We
therefore had to prepare for this battle and were convinced
that our weakness in material could be balanced by pre-
paratory measures. Our troops knew that every dig of the
epade and any progress made in training improved their |
chances for victory, The commands were issued and carried

out in consideration of these facts.

2, Selection of the line of defense and technical

oon tion

e knew that the main body of the Allied invagion
armies could only be brought up by way of the ocean.
The enemy would have to be aengaged in combat at points

where his position was moet disadvantageous, i.e. before
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- landing., Therefore, wherever 1andihg conditions were

| fﬁvorable, we set up battle pcsitioné and determiné&'the

| strengih df the oacubation troops, armament, tachnicalr
conatruction and supply according to the‘importance of
the respective locality. In view of the forces at our
disposal and.the frontage of the coast, it was possible
only to occupy 1sblated points and to merely cbserve the

internediate terrain.

The teochnical construetion was supposed.to serve the
following double purpose: o

&, Protecting our own occupation forces, armament
and suppllies againat the effects of enemy fire,

b.‘ impeding the progress of the enemy by means
of obstacles against landing craft as well as wire
entanglements and mine fields sgainst combat troops, and
gsetting up of pole obataciea in areas which would be

sultable for landing of parachute ftroops.

The change of occupation foroes made it necessary to‘
ensure the durability of the technical construction.
Therefore, a construction officer - acting as chief of

" fortress staff - wes permanently aseigned to eachdivigion
sector. The supreme control of the coastal fortifioatione

remained in the hands of the permanent corps headquarters.

' We sssumed that landings would be made at high tide,
because this would enable the landing craft to bring the
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combat troops under cover as closely as'pdssible ﬁp to

our combat positions, Therefore,.the obstacles against
landing oraft were set up at the highest tidsl line.
When, after Kommel's arrival in Brittany, it was pointed
out that there was a posaibiiity that the enemy might

prefer to face our defensive fire on the lounger Way,'rather

than encounter our high tide obstacles, - we had to start

erecting new obstacle lines for low tide landings'which;

in view of the lack of time and materisl, was.pOSSible only

at few points,.

The most dietressing problem of technical construction
wvas the impoaéibility of apprepriate camouflage, In spité
of our realization of its importance and greatest efforts,
we did not succeed in sufficiently camouflaging the concrete

shelter construciions and water obstacles agaiunst enemy
air reconnaissance. %We therefore had to assume that the

enemy was fully infirmed about our fortifications.

- The great lack of materiel had detrimental effects on
the constructions. The most moderate monthly requirements
of the coast defense sector of the 343. l.D. called for 4o

trainloads of concrete, of which not even half the quantity .

was generally brought in, Thie was due - not so much to
the lack of concrete - as the difficulties of railrosd

tranpportation, causgd by Allied air force activity end

acts of spabotage on the part of the French Resistance

Movement, Allotments of concreite were made in accqrdance
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with the importance of the respective fortifications.

Until 1943, the three branches of the Wehrmacht were
epéréting independently} 80 that these requirements were
not sufficlently taken into considerastion and it would
happen that in naval constructions, latrines were fortified
with oconcrete, while at the same time, defensive weapons

at the coast could not yet be constructed with concrete.
After the end of 1943, this state of-affaires changed, when
the corps general staff was placed in supreme control of

the %ehrmacht branches.

The mine fields played an important role in the
fortifications. They were supposed to be the chief means
of making the gaps in our fortifications impassable.

Gen. Feltm, Rommel ordered the mining of an 800 meter wide
coaatel strip on the average. As the avallable mines were
not sufficient for these wide areas, we established dummy
mine fields, i.e. we simply fenced in an area and put up‘
denger notices. This was done with the plen of sotually
laying the mines subsequently. Of course, many a unitr
interpreted thie method erronecusly and good-naturedly -
without any thought of betrayal - temporarily allowed the
population to lead their cows to pasture there, The dummy
mine fields aleso influenced the obtaining of seaweed to

a considerable degree. The German Army Commend was
depended on this matarial, but the extensive dummy mine

flelds eliminated large areas which could have been used
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for the production of seaweed.

The coast defense und techniecsal construction was
bhindered by the sanding up, which alfected mainly the.

weapons and water obstacles.

e  &;mamgnt;

Already at the time when the Tield divisions -
which, in compariaon with the garrison.divisions,‘weré
better armed - were stationed at the oeast; it was obvious
that the authorized armement was notl sufficient rop fhe |
coast defense. Therelore, the strong points and pockets
of resgsistance WEre - in'accordénce with their regpective
importence - allotted supplementary legai Weapons (ahtitaak
gung and machine guns),_which were nanned by specially
trained personneli fertress cadre troops. These-trobps,
were - for tactical purpoges - subordinated to the garriaoﬁ‘
divisiong and resained with thelr weapons even when thé

_ occupation troops were phanged; The %43, I,D. had in ita '
sector one fortress cadre battalion with seVen-compahies,
conslsting of roughly 2000 nen, Although the idea of the
supplementary locsl weapons was good, it entaiied a‘graat
disadvantage, inasauch as thesé weapnns - due to the
generally known materiel shortage - could be allotted only .
ﬁy degresé. in this'maﬁner, sméll caliberlantitéhk‘guhs,
‘which‘wera wost eésily Ovtained, were firgt @ut at fhaAbést
1anding'pointa and emplaced in concfete;' T%en,‘in=thé:cbunse

of time, ii becone possible to ailot medium antitankrguns\'
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and - shqrtly befora the invasion_m‘even large callber
antltank guns - to the sectors, it was longer possiblé to
change the smell caliber antitank guns for these, because
the concrete constructions were too small and the best
defensive points were blocked up. Due to the:shortﬁgé of
~e¢oncrete and the lack of time, it was not possible to raée
'the coneréte bunkers, especially, since the enemy invasion.
"had to be expected at any moment., This resulted in a.
patohwork, which preventéd the beet possible effectiveness

of our weapons.

4. Communications,
1t was of the utmost importance far the command
%0 be correétly informed by quickest means regarding all
~enemy actions. Every soldler knew that this was the only -
way to-aehia#e the right kind of command, which would thus |
help him too. "The first report gbout the eﬂemy attack is
the most important!® This idea wéa hammered into all tréops.
Such reports had to be made by safe means, aithout weskening
the occupation forces by sending out runners. We 4id not
eount on tuﬁe connections (telephone) during combat;
therefore, the construction of underground cables was already
starfed early. These measured from 1/2 to 2 metéra, a0CoT-
ﬁihg to the distance from the main line of resistance and.
the:importanee_of the locality. The cable construection
- was detrimental, inasmuch as the enemy - through alr

. reconnaisance - disocovered the conneotions of our defensive
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system; camouflaging was impossible., The effects of the
underground cable network were also harmful due to the
frequent changse of the sector boundaries, inssnmuch aa‘many

commend posts had to remaln at unfavorable polntas,

Carrier plgeon service was established to the most
important strong poinis.
5. Buoplys
Since, in case of combat, we eould not count on the
bringing up of the necessary material, even the smallest

fortifications were furnished supplies sufficient for several

days of combat.

Ammunition, food, clothing, fuel and waler were allotted
in accordance with the importance of the fortification anﬁ
the availability of material, and for security reasons, were
stored, wand proiected as much as poesible against shell
tregnents, a8t eseveral points. The harmful dampness ﬁade it
necessary to constently check and frequently shift these

. supplies,

6.

Mindful of the fact that the ¥¥Pected enemy superiority
in men and meterial would be felt especially during combat on
the mainland, we knew that we had to do everything in our
power ﬁe prevent an enemy'lanﬂing; Sueh an invasion invidlves
certain weak moments, and éurihg guch times we haﬁlﬁo sngage

the enemy in combat,
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The Alliaa had the advantage of choaiﬁg the time and

placs of 1anding,.whiah gave them a powerful fire superiority..
%e bad in our favor tha improved positions and thofwugh

| knowledge of the terrain. Bvery solaier knew that his coast
position allawgd for combat conditions which were nore
favorable than could be expected at any other point. Theréfare,
the guiding prinoiple was : "Fight to the finish in the coast
positions; there is no flexible conduct of battle, such as

| in the East",

Faoh unit which was committed at the coast for delense
| operations, requirad its own reserves for obunterattaeks,
which - due to the enemy air superiority - had to be ﬁlacaa
in resdiness as closely as poseible to the front line; however,
not 0 near ag to be caught, at the same time, by enemy desirc-
tion fire. Therefore, the reserves were held in readiness in

fortified switch and rear positiocns.

‘Should the enemy succeed in accomplisiing a lanﬁing, i%
would be neoeasary $¢ clear up the point of yanetrﬁtioﬁ
within 24 hours the latest; & breékthrough had.to be prevenw
tad‘at,any B, | |

At the beginning of the iHvasion, we wduld have to r&si@n
ourselves to the enemy superiority; after the third day, we
expected the arrivel of a lerge number of our air force in

the endangered sarea.

- Every unit'andrcémmanﬁ headquarters placed in the rear



had to entrenck itself and prepare for all contingencles in
combat, in order to be able ~ in case of breakthrough attempts
- to prolong their resistance, until.the reserves, which

would be brought up, would be in a position to clear up the
enemy breakthrough., This resulted in a checkerboardlike
syatem of fortifications, which was created to prevent a

widening of the enemy breakthroughs.

Every unit placed st the coast also had to be ready to
support neighboring units whieh were threatened; Dbiloycles
and motory vehicles were kept in readiness, to enable the

units to render assistance more quickly.

Tach unit and command headquarters had its own air
observers and improvised alarm detachﬁknts in preparation
against enemy air landings. Reports on ailr landings could
thus be transmitted the quickest way possible, The alarm

detachments received constant training. -

We were certain than an enemy invasion would take
place, in splte of the opinions to the contraty frequantiy
expressed to us by the French. These apparently originated
from enemy propaganda which was suppossd to make our troops
careless. Therefore, already at the beginning of 1944, ordet
were issued that ideas of thils sort, which lulled our'troeps
into security, were to be attacked most vagorously. Among

the many incorrect reports, the 343. I.D, - a few daye before
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the invagion -~ received one which.statéd that the Allied
invasion in Hormandy would bsgin on 4lJune. Already from the
beginning of 1944, the French resistance moveunent became
increasingly discontent, because the Allies were procrastina-
ting for such a long time, and among the polulation one could"
heasr the opinion that the resistance movement would dlssolve

1f the Allies did not begin their operations soon.

During a ccnference of the General Staff held 8t Pontivy

about the end of April 1944, the following was announcedt

An enemy invasion was definitely expected; thé only
gquestion which_remained was where snd when., As regards the
place, the following possibilitioes were‘given: |

a. Kormandy

b. the Channel

¢. Brittany

d. south of Brittany

At that time, they also discussed the possibility th@t
the invesion would take place at two of the above mentioned
'paints simultaneously or successively.- This idéa mugt have
influenced the Higher Command continuously, because at thé
end of duly and-in.August, the commands still called for a
geaward derense. Added to this was the fact that of the
roughly 100 divisions which England had assémbled at the
beginning of the invasion, the commitment of only about

40. divisions was recognized at the end of July 1944.
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Hence, the Higher Command gtill reckoned with a se'eand,
possibly stronger invasion force, while the Allies
apparently planned for the employment in the direction
of Germany of the divisions which were not yet committed.
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8, Qrder of battle and combat efficiency of the troops,

at the end of May 1944,

The %4%., I.D. =Commander - Gen. Lt. Hauch

I & - Overst 1,G. Kogard,

Uberst
Major
Th31951. Greansdier-Rgt.
The 952, " *» *
The 998, " " "

later -

Three to four Ustbatailloue,
whose numbers I no longer
renenbar,

Pestungestammabteilung
Brest

The 343. Artillery-Kgt.
The 34%, Pionier-Batl.
The %4%. Nachrichten-Abtlg.

Supply Servioces

Auxiliary Volunteers

Commander of the Brest Fortress

Baumann (after 18 August)
Heitsch (after 25 August)

'Oberst Baumann

Oberst Foerster

Oberstlt., Jaeger
Oberstlt. Sohwind

lia jor Snizarewski
Hauptmann Fink

I can't remember any
other names,

I do not recall the nemes

Oberst Sermersheim
Hauptomann v, Sﬁraub

Ma jor Roehsler
Major Aich

geveral hundred Italians -
and Frenahmen '

Oberst v.d, Mosel
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When the 343.31; D, was organized‘af the end éf }942,
troops were used which were not fully fit for combat
(gov.H, = garnisénaVerwenﬁungsfaéhig Heimat - fit for
garriadn duty in zone of infarior) : | |
or belonged to older age classes; this was coﬁsidered
pufficient éeourity for the Atlantic ¥Wall, The physical'
eondition af‘the iroops improved noticeably, which made it
posslible - during the course of 1943 -~ to pick out troops
which were sent to the Emstern theater of war, The first
to be oconsidered were those troops whose heelth had improved
and the younger age classes; howevér, later on, those who
in 1942 had been considered fid only for use in garriaon'
divieions, were also included., In their stead, the bivision
received older troops and those who were less fir. This
gonstant change resulted in a céntinuoua deterioration of
the fighting powei; when the invasion began, only about one
third of the traops.aaéigned at the time of organization
were etill left in the Division. The heavy losses in the’
Fast brought it about that the requifements for the select;
1oﬁ.of officers were also lowered considerably; men who,
in 1942, had been rejected as officer's c..andirlﬁiates, had to B

be trained as officer's cendidates in 1944,
The Division was made up of South Germans - 2/3 -

(including Austrians) end NorthcGermens - 1/3. The quality

of the men wasg good.
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The fortress cadré troops were older men oT those
classified as less able; they were considered fit for

Gefensi#e combat,

The fighting power of the Ostbataillone (battalions
composed of men'from East«European cauntfies) ﬁas doubtful;
~and after théir arrival at the end of 1943, they were rejectsd
by Germaﬁ troops. However, the hig cher comrands = calling

attention to the scarcity of men - nade great efforts.on |
behalf of the militafy training of . these battalions.and fhéir‘
recognition by the German troops. Nevertheleﬁg; the Ost-
batallione were employed only in emergencies.aﬁd even then.
kept under careful observatlon. Whenever the commitﬁent

'waé temporary and.brief or German troops were closégﬁy,.

these battalions made good.

The employment of the auxiliary volunteers for supply

3arvices, without meapons, proved to be useful.

Service in the coast defense entailed the great danger
that the traopa would beconse uﬂaccustomed to combat - and
careless; This drawback was obviated through gpecial training'
and alternating em:loyment, Furthermore, the troops, which
were commiitted for coast &efense, were alternately takeﬁ back
1nto the reserves for six weeks and trained Tor oifeneive
combat, HOWBver. due to the many types of emplayment changes, .
‘the Divisian gucceeded in giving_thia kind of traln;ng to

only six of the nine German battalions.
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Especially important was the.DivisionsmKampfschule
Brignogan at the GoulVenbucht,_to.which the troops were sent
“in rotation and in which tiey received the highest.grade of
offensive training. Although thefe were sinilar courses
of ingtruction at the Armee, they @id not have sufficient

training sites for the many divisions.

The troops were in general overloaded with these many
duties, so thai their time for recreation was considerably
limited; this, consequently, affected the combat adversely. .
The construetion of field fortifications*especiélly accupied.
a great deal of their timey in addition, there was the
‘constant guard duty, continuous training and the many

detall duties.

We were convinced that we had taken all the neceéséry
&tepslto balance the expected enemy superiority. 'Thermorala
lef the treops was good, even though a certain war-weariﬁeg?,
caused mainiy by letters from home - becams noticeable.

The High Command tried to have the politicel leaders influence
the troops; they travelled, by rétation, even to fhe

smellest coast fortifications, in order to speak to the men.

The arrivel of Gen; Peldm. Raﬁmel in the,Spring of 1944
was a tremendous inspiration. MNost of the troops bagan.ﬁo
believe that an enemy invasion could no longer succeed.
Hoeever, their spirit wss dempened when Hommel's commands

were received after his vieit, calling for extensive
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supplementary constructions, such a&s for instance, low tide
obstacles, etc. The soldiera were of the opinion that it
~would mnot be possible to make the“neceSSary‘imprOVQmaﬁts

before the invasion began.

Tﬁe morale of the troops was.lass favorably affected in
the Spring of 1944 by the arrival of the commisaicﬁ which
‘ hadlbeen gent by the High Command to inveétigate tha'&efehae
preparabtions. This commission consisted of high officers
of the three Wehrmacht branches, and it was their taak 0
reveal in direct reports to the Fuehrer the &eaknesses'of
our defense and discover the means to overcome same. Ve all
knew that this too would neither help us obtain the concrete
which was lacking and for wﬁich.wa had been fighting hard
for.mantha, nor be able to préVent the failrdéd pabotage
activities of the French resistance movement, This belief
WAS justfied; for not the slightest change toﬁk,pléce on tﬁe

pasie of the visit of tha commisslion,

commands snd neighboring unitg;

The 34%., 1,D. was - wmth the coast defense sectar of -
Brest = subordinated to the XXV, Armeekorps, whose cammand ‘
post was at Poutivy (later at Lorient). At the time of
occupation of the Brest sector, the AOK 7 was del;berating
whether it would qot be better for the Division to remain -
ag had previously been the case - under the command of the

LXXIV, Armeekarpa, whose command post was at @u;hgamp;
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This seemed advisable because of the likelihood that an enémy
attack on Brest might be launched from the northern coast of
Brittany. On the other hand, the decisive roamson for subord-
ination to the XXV. Arpeskorps was, first of all, the |
necessity for durability of the fortifications. Since, further-
more, the possibility existed that an enemy atiack ou Bresﬁ
‘might be launched from the southwestern coast of Brittany,

the coast defenaé sector remained - unchanged - under the

command of the XXV, Armeekorps.

The commanding general of the XXV, Armeekorps was:
Gen. 4. Art. Fahrmbacher,

The chief of staff: Oberst 1.G. Bader.
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Brest, which was the second largest Ireuch harbor was -
ag submarine base - just as important for the German strategy
a8 it was for an Allled invasion, and it was, th@refgré,,
imperative that it -ehould remain in our hands. The
oeau@atian forcees and the fortifications had Vo conform

1o this need.

The moat important precautionary measures were almed
at the defensé against eneny raids, which were expected
chiefly from land {eir landings), but might also be launched
£rom the ses. fha gacurity cccdpatign assigned 1o Srest
consisted of two infantry battallons, which had to be

permanently stetioded within the foritress.

Oberst von der Mosel was the fortress commender.
He was responsible for the conatruction of furtifications,

the organization of the defense and the conduct of batile.

Hajor enemy attacks on Breet were not expected to be
launched from the @ea, but by wey of land, i.e. chiefly
Tyom the northern coast of ﬁrittauy,' The landward front
‘of the fortress wag set up accordingly, and this connection,

fhe following wag taken iato consideration:

1. We were not certain as to the strength of the
forces available for the battle at the fortress; we could

be sure only of the permanent occupation forces and auxiliary



WG Bed27 -2t

formations, The detericrstion of the situation at all fronts
made it impomzible for us to hope Ffor any substential increase

in forocen.

2+ Az tioe time of the susay attack war not known, we

had o be ready for devense at all time.

3. e had to reckon with sateriel shorfuses and trang=-

portaticon difficulties,

Zor thﬂae reasong we could ﬁﬁly decide on & narrow
cordon of fgrtﬁ. Althﬁugh the instellations of the old
‘?renoh fgxtificétien in the center of the city were - Irom
northeast to nurthusst -~ uhﬁalﬁte-and atéhmrt ﬁ&staﬂce £rom
sur éubmarine ﬁen, tﬁim congtituted a falr beginning. The
course of this ring af'ﬁﬁrﬁa can be seen in annex & 1 |
(original fortified arca)

(see annex #£1 )

_ the chief disadventage ¢f the narrow ring, the pososgi-
bility Gf enemy artilliery fire on objects of strategic
imﬁcrtance, vag not a decisive fector, becaunse the enemny

air force was eble to attack these targets in full measure.

in order {o make posasible an iﬁtelligenﬁ utilization of the
gonstructlion material, which vas ﬁrriving in baraly-auffieiait
quantitiéa; and to prap&rly'eommit the'occupatién'ﬁarcas at
our dispa&al, ordere were ipwued to the erffect ihat changea
5f the cordon of foris w@re‘éubjaet to the aprroval of the |

AUK 7. 1In daye to come, this sommand rejected regqueets for
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,extentibn, reflerring to disadvantages which woulﬁ &rise‘
theﬁefrom-fof the adjacent fortificatlons of Lorient and.'
St. Nazaire.. | o

The tip of the BEspagnol Peninsula, which was located
aouth of the city, in conjunction with the original oid' |
French_fortifiéationé, forwed the‘closing link in the cbrdon

of forts of the Brest Harbor.

The narrow cordon of forts eatuiled the following dis=
advantages, which could be eslinminated only in August 1944,

when the number of occupation forces was increased;

a. It was not possible to set up the many anti-
aireraft gun emplacements within the fortifications, which

would have eusured thelr Lest possible eifectiveness, and

b. the enemy was able to bring his observers by
gir and his srtillery on land up to within six km of the

submarine pen.

The fortress was divided by the Penfeld ‘river course .
into two defensive sectors, each of which had one resérve
company. In order to support the weak occupation foroes
in cage of combat, alarm detaechments - composed of aivilians
'frém the German administrative offices (Laﬁor Service etc.)

were orgenized and irained.
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C, WAR EVZNIS FROM THE BEGLNNING V¥ YHE INVASION
TO THE DIsBANOLEG UF THE CUAST DEFENSH FOLCYS

i.e. YRUM 6 JUNE TC 5 AUGUST 1944,

{( see annex #2 )

~ The distribution of troops in the coast defense seotor
of Brest, at the end of ilay, has been indicated in annex # 2
(marked in red). The sector was roughly 200 km long and
occupied by six German infantry.battalions; they had to
guard coast sirips which were roughly 30 km long. The
division résarve consisted of one German battalicen énd three
Ustbataillone, The conpanies were responsible for the
securing of the coast; each of them had 6 - 8 resistanée.
pockels (smallest fartifications). Individusl strong'points
{(larger fortifications) were up to Jwo platoons strong. |

\

Even the smallest unit had its own reserve,

Reserves of the higher command in the coast defense
sector of Brest were:

The 353 I,0. and the 3, Fallschirm Jg. Div,

The %4%. I,D. wee suthorized ~ in cgse of direet danger
and disrupted ecommunications -~ to place portions of beth
divisions under its command, subsequently informing the
guperior corpg lheadguarbers a&‘dhickly as posusible, 'Beaides;
artillery portions oi both divisions had been brought up vo

the coast for strengthening and prompt defensive actions
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and « for taéﬁical reasons - were subardinatedjtoithe
343ﬁ.IQQ-.

At mldnight on 5 Jhne, hea#y bdmbﬁraamentlwaé'au&ibie
at the div1aion command post at Chateau Aerleéexlen Lear
Landerneau, at a dlstance of 20 - 30 nm, and. it was asaumed;j
that this was the beginﬂlng of the_invasion., ﬁpcn iﬁquiriea
atl the QOastfdefenSe grQups and the Brest Eortfess-it Wés' _
ascertaihed that 1t was a heavy air‘ﬁtta@k'on_the Brest-Sued
Airirome on the Crozon Peninsujé and that no enemy.fbrcés'rr
wére to be seen at the coastline of the 3473, I;D; ;‘Soqn:.
thereafter, corps headguasrters announced.%he bégimhiﬁg of-
the invasion in Normandy, with air lendings and laﬁdingsK‘

on the 808 .

From th&t:time on, we also expected enemy landings in
.Brittany; As the reserves of the higher command had been |
marched off ih the direction of‘ﬂormandy; the 543..1.9..was-
left to its own resources, ‘e knew, however, that in ¢aéé e
of-én enémy invasian in our seotof,.we‘would receive
relniorcements from other sectors. | |

( see annex #2 )

Dariﬁg the course of June and Eﬁly,‘adaitional trcopa'
were withdrawn from the divieion seetor and aent to ﬁarmandy
.and besides, tha coastal seator was extended to. almmst double

'its pr@vioua length - 370 kn - a8 can be seen in annex;fQ

Imarked in green). Qur 1eaaes during the Normandy battles
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were, by the end of July, so heavy_that‘the:importantr
Brest séoﬁof.was at that time without any céést défenée
forces and only coast gusrds were left there. Moréover;

- the Ostbataiilone Were also cmmmitted?in tﬁe‘férWard‘line.l
These drawbaeks Can be seen by EIancing at anaex;#Q (compare
red and green indications). However, we were all convinced
that the holding of our sector would be uselass, in case #he
ﬂormandy front were to collaps@. For this reason, whenévér‘
troops were detached for assiatahce, only those with offen~

sive training and best equipement were chosen,

I ¢an no longer remember the gequence and ﬁhe-&ate of
these troop mOVQments, but I am able %o set forth the

following in‘this gannection:

goon after the depasture of the reserves of the hlgher
command, the only German reserve battaliun of the uiV1sion |
‘and one engineer. company were started off in the direction
of Normanay. F:ﬂ.lowﬁ.m«T thils, the coast defgnse aector we.s
gradually extended and two addition&l German battallans |
were given up to the neighbor to the South ( the 265, I,ﬁe)
The extension of the front of the 343+ 1D, and the 265 I.De
had becomé necassary due to the fect that tbe 27). i D. had
been pulled oub of the coast defﬁnse Jormation of the

xXV! Armeekorps, uhio Eivislon WaS also °ent to Normandy.r

As & result of thaﬂe uhlits, the 545 1 D. became

almest'oempletely non-mobile. Apart from this. the rear '



HS # B-427 - o ~26-

columns of_tha'garrison.divisiona had been apporticned
to such a limite extent that they were surfficient only
for transportation of supplies. The bicycles, which had
previously been allotted to the reserves, were also sent

along with the troops to wormandy. |

A Tew weeks after the departure of the higher conizand
reserves, the 2. Fallechirm Jg. Div,, which was in need of
reconditioning, arrived in the division sector from'the
Zagt., The artillery of this Pivision was elready at full
strength and was commiltted for reinforcenent at the coast
in the Goulven area., Uther podions of this Division were -
according to orders of tha Supreme Couuand - a0t aliowed
to be committed, unless they were up to full strength.
However, already at the end of July, additional reinforée-
ments were required in ﬁorm&ndy,'and the 2. Fallschirm Jg;Div,,
which had in the meantime been replenished to some degree,_
was detached there, However, this wmoveuent - due fo Allié&
air supremacy - could not be carried out, and the Diviaion:

was ordered 3o the Brest Fortress for reinforcement.

1t was generally known that the Allied éir_fdrée at
that time pade troop movements impossible during the day.
Such deementB could be carried out only at night, off the
main lines of cqmmunication, and it took fool troops seven
full days to get {rom Brittany to Eormandy.' In this
connection, the following diificulties had to be faced:
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Scarcity of gui&as who knew the terrain, troubles while
transferring the 10adé from broken down vehieles and
camouflaging against air obser#ation.during the day.
Smaller groups and individual vehicles, which had atrayed,

bacame loat,

At the end oflduly, the 343, I.D, realized that,‘in
case of a weétward enemy advance, the troops stationed in
western Brittany would have to withdraw to the Brest
Fortress, in 6rder to escape capture. However, at that-
time, the purport of the orders issued by the Suprema
Command was still the followings "lvery fortified pasition
is to° be held and any Jjoining of forces for united combat
is out of the question®. Tﬁe idea of combined bperationa
in the fortress was mentioﬁed only a few days before

5 August by the corps general staff of the XXV, Armeekorps.

The 2. Fallschiim Jg. Div. was subordinated to the
24%, 1.,D, and, after the breakthrough at Avranches; |
reveived orders to delay the westward advence of the enemy
. from the arsa of Lenderneau - Monts d'Arree in such a
manner &8s to make it paséible to carry out the prgparatbry
measures which had become necessary in Brest - ampeéially
the transfer of important defehsive weapons from the coast.
The Pallschirm Jgr.Div, was inatructed however, 1o eVade
any major engagements, which would considerably lessen

its striking power; in that way, a weakening of the



4 f Beg2? | -28-

fortress garrison was to be avoided.

The Falléchrrm'Jg. Rgt., whieh was under the connand
0f Oberst Pieczonka, occupied the area ar@unﬁ‘ﬂﬁelgoat.
sotheast of the Monts d'Arree and during the first days in
August, reported that enemy forces were approaching from
the East. Socon thereafter, the 2. Fallachirm-Jg.'Diﬁ; |
proposed the withdrawal of the ragimeﬁt, because otherwise,
'it\might be encircled. The 343, l.D. rejected this'prepaaai,
pointing out that the prepératgry measures in Drest were |
gt11ll in the process of formatiom., Twelve hours later,
the complete endircl@mant of the regiment was reporiet,
Thereupon, the 343, I.D. com:anded that the regiment was
to fight 1fa way through %o Brest. However, alreédy the
next day - about 4 August - 1t was reported that the enemy
ﬁad withdrawn from‘ﬂuelgaat, and during ithe last 24 hﬁuré,'
the strong sound of motors e-uld be heard alnost ccntinudusly.
'It'waa,faund out the next day that.the eremny armerad grouﬁ
had undertaken the encirclement of the Fallschirm Jg. Rth
only in order to be able to réach the Brest Fortress
quickly snd without interfarence, in which it was completely -
Buoceseful; The Fullschiﬁm Jg. Eiﬁ.;had not been able to
fulfill its mission; this could have been achieved only
through rédonnaisaanee_in force, The 343. 1.D. sleo failed
t0 receive the reqﬁired reports on the strength of the

enemy, with specifications as to dates and lééaliti&s.



MS f B-427 -2Gm

On 5 August, enemy armored forces reached the area:
around Lesneven, where they overpowered cur weak occupation
forces. This was the waraing sign for the %43, 1.D. that
the withdrawal to the fortress of the coast defense forces

schould begin.

 The moveuments of the Allied armored forces through
Brittany proceeded unhindered and were aided by the

following:

a, Absclute air supremacy of the Allies, there
was no sign of any German planes,

b. +the small number of German troops was stationed
at the coast so that in the rear area, there were only
gupply services and few command posts,

¢. +the help of Frenghmen as reliable guldes,

who were not only acquainted with side roads but also the
positions of tha German commend headquarters, which were
bypassed, |

d. the absence of any kind of sabotage action,
due to the faci thet this was & country friendly to the
Allies,

¥hen, on 3 August, the enemy armored spearheads
approached the city of Pontivy, the corps general mtaff
transferred its comuand post from there to Lorient. This
happened so suddenly that communieations with the 343. I.D.
and 266 1,D, were disrupted for guite a while. Oﬁ_the basis
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of nume#eug repurté; the 343. 1.D, concluded that the
éitu@tion at the division a&jadeﬂt to the right was
untenable and advised same aceordihgly..Howevér,_ainee
communiications to corps‘headquartérs“had not yet been
established, it waa'hot posaiblg, fof the time'being,xto‘
make any‘dispdbitlons. ¥hen, later on, cqmmunicatio@aifrom‘
'carpaﬂheadguartera ware 1# order, the 34%. L.D., reported
ﬁhe situation at'thé 265, 1.D, and proposed its wiﬁhdrawai'
td_the Brest Fortress. The corps ganefal staff agree&_to
this and subordinated the 266, I.D. to the 343. I.D. The
266, I.D. was ordered by thé 34%, 1,3. to étarﬁ off in
the direction of Brest., When - after blasting of the -
permanent weapons, fortifications and harbor insﬁailations -
. the coast_defense forces were set in motion, 8 message was
received from'the AGK 7, which was a véhement prdtéét
against this withdrawal and referred to tﬁe ?uéhrér -
_eommand which called for:'"Uneonditioﬁal holding to thé, :
iaet of even the smallest foriification". At the same
time, the AOK 7 reproached the 343.-I.D.-f¢r.seeing ghosts
and asserted that in;all of Britﬁﬂny there wefa few:énamj
rforcés. The_AOK.T promised that, in #ase of deterioration
of the situation, they would inform the difisions in time
. and issue the‘neeeasary commands., They insisted on an
immediate re-establishment of the previous aitﬁatiqn_ét
Atho_eéaat. Eﬁe latter, however, was -.in view of the

demolitions - no 1onger possible; the high command was
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especlally horrified because of the blasting of . the heavy
railwy artillery battery at Paimpcl.

The 343. 1. D. tranamitted this order to the 266. I.D.,
wioge troops were ordered to_return ¢ the abandoned |
positions. In this critical situatioﬁ, there was nobody
~who was willing to take the responaibiiity for the with-
drawal - which had become urgently necessary - of the |
266. 1.D., which faet, as will be schown later, reéultedl

in the capture of the largest portion of tihis Division.

The corpe general staff of the XXV. Armeekorps had -
alréady éuring the first days in August — asked the 343.
I.D, to consider the question how the defense of the
Brest Fortress could be reinforced in the event of a
withdrawal of the troops from the coasf. Ih.thia conneote
ion, first of all the best Weapons - especially antitank
guns - with appropriate ammunition, were to be immediatiy
sent off to the fortress, The disbandiﬁg of tﬁe'ooastr ‘
defense Torces wap to be prepared in such a manner that
it would be possible to set the troops going on short

notice,

Because of the many transfers of troops to Normandy |
‘and the neighboring sectors, the 343. I.D. had only few.“
serviceable vehicles and the horses of two batteries, some
of which were affiicted with lung trouble. Thereforé,‘it'

was no longer possible to count on being able to manage
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large-scsele tranaportation.

“When, on 5 August, the enenmy armoréd troops had reached
Brest, a reinforcement of the Bres# security occupation |
baca@e an urgent necessity. Therefore, the 343, 1.D, again
approached the corps general staff regarding the withdrawal
of the 266. I1.D,, which proposal was approved. Since this
movenent required protection, it was arranged thatrthegtrdeps _
use the road along the coast which was still occupled Ey.the

343, 1.D, However, when, iﬁ the evening, enemy tenks
appeared at Leaneven énd the withdrawal of the coset dsfeunse
forces of the 343. I.D. had to be ordered that same night,
the 266. 1,D., was warned against taking the coastal road
which had been agreed uponj; instead, it was recommended.
to use as march route'the road egtending from Landivisau
over Landerneau to Brest., The 2., Fallschirm Jg. Div. was
asalgned to protect t@iS'ﬁovement in the area of Landerneau -
Lendivisiau., Unfortunately, the 265. I.D. was no longer able
to comply with this warning - allegedly because of the fact
that orders had already been issued -~ which led to the
capture of the largest portion of the Division north of
Brast. The division commaﬁder, General Spang, wa B élso
captured on 6 August; only small units managed to get
through to the Fortress, some arriving there on 7 August

and some on 8 August.

~In the preparatory orders of the 343. I.D. regarding
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‘the transfer of ite coast defense forces to the Brest
 Fortress, 1t had - already on 3 August - been stipulated
that the well fortified strong points of Aber<trach and
AbarQBanoit would -~ for the protection of the harbors
there - have to remein occupled, even in the event of the
withdrawal of the coast defense forces. These commands
were, at first, informative in character and in conformity
with the critical situation. In this connectlon, we
assumed that the movements had to be ordered and carried

out speedily.

After 5 August, enemy pressure in the Northeast of'
Brest increased_ﬁoticeably, while in the area between
Landerneau and Quimper, there was as yel no sign Qf any
enemy troope. As the danger existed that the eneny might |
block the road for the troops marching from the coast to
the fortress, the merch was ordered to take place on the
night of 5 August. ?hat same night, the Div, Stab 343
arrived at Brest from Landerneau., The 2. fallschirm Jg.Div.
received orders to alsc move off - after covering of the
266, I.D. — in the direction of Brest and to use the line

of march south of the Blorn.

The movements ordered for the disbanding of the coast
defense forces cen be seen from annex #3. In this
cormection, the area around Plabennec, north of Brest,

was avoided because 1t was occupied by enemy armored forces.
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The order for this movement didinot yet inc1ude any
instructions with regard to the fortress, bocause due to
the critical situation, it was not possible fo count on the
arrival of all troops in Bres.t. General Ramke was appointed
commander of the outpost troops. The garrisons For the;

Armorigque (Daoulas) Peninsula and Crozon were decided upbn.
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D, AR BVEATS FAUK GHE TINE THE CUASE Vi ENSE FUECES
WERE DISBANDED UP 4y 4HBE CAPITULATIUN UF BRuST,
i. e. FROM 6 AUGUSE TU 18 SEPLuMBER 1944,

{see annex ¥'1)

Aa the Fortress of Brest became fully garrisoned, all
the security forces at the northern snd northwestern coast
of Brittany were disbanded, so that these coasts were
completely open to the Allied landings, This situation
had arisen, because the twb important strong points ef
Aber«Wrach and Aber-Benolt had been abandoned in error by
the ocecupation forces, affer blasting of the harbor |
installatiens and permanently emplaced weaponas there was
also no coast guard there., The coast defense establishments
in the area.of Le Conguet &nd on the Crozon Peninsula -
in acéordance with annex #1 - belonged to the fortified h
area of Breast and sarvéd to protect the pérmanently emplaced
heavy naval batteries southeast of Le Conquet and at

cmar@t »

~ The occupation of the foftresa waes aceomplishad during
the period from 5 to 9 August and WAS - only at the northern
front line - carried out undef eneny pressure. ' The troops
stationed in the South (the Quimper sector) had contact

only with forces of the French resistance ,movement.
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~ When the coTpS @emaral atalf of'ﬁhé XKV. Armaekcrpa‘
gave ordcrs for the disbanding of the céast.dafense forces, -
they also issued instructions to keep opan‘thé-march route:
bf Quimperle - Quimper - Chateaulin -'Brest, which, nowever,'
was no longer possible, as far ac the resistance mgve@ént B
was concerned. Theorefore, on 7 August, the cbmmanﬁing
general had to abandon his plan to get from Lorient to Brest.
?ollowin% this, the commander of the 343, I,D, wés‘granted
%ehrmacht authority, which lasted until aboiut 13 August, on
which day the commander of the 2, ﬁalleehirﬁ dg. niv. wes
pfomoted and appointed commandant of the fortified of Brest.
Overst 86n der ¥osel, the former commandant of the Brest
Fortress, was aéﬁigned to be hip chief of staff, This
ehénge had unfavorable effects on the defensa, because the
new commandant was not sufficlently acquainted with the

fortifications.

As & feault of the substaniial lncrecase ih occupation
forces, it was possible to ectend the corden of foris, so
that the drawhacka of the narrow cordon of .forts - which
hawe been &eacribeﬁ in chapter B ~ were removed for the “
moat part. Uevertheless, it was not poBgeible to include
all battery posit10n$ and the Brest-Rord Alrdrone, becguue
this would héva resulted in an unfavorable course of the
liﬁa of battle. Jeveral antisircraft batteries were, |

thereby, exposed to eimple enemy attacks; the 1imite& number
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of personnel nade it impossible — in spite of their

fortifications -~ to oifer any prolonged resistaince.

Beglnning 6 August, the anemylm advancing towards
Brest frem.the North - felt his way fdr%ard, end, as he
encountered resistance, seut parlamentaires to the fortress
commandant with the request to surrender ithe fortress, in
order 1o avoid futile batfles. This request was rejected;

" however, for humsne reaschs, it was proposed ilat thé
civilian population be evacuated and that only.fhe Frenchmen
working in Wehrmacht factories - and if.necesaary; algo
their families Q should remain in Brest. The evacuaﬁien
was arranged and proved to be a wisé nove, because mQSt of
the population would have besn killed during the air

bombardments which went on for weeks.

After General Ramke had sssumed command of the fortress,
he ordered the transfer of the Div, Stab 343 from Brest to
- the Qro#on Peninsula, with command area extending south
of the Blorn. On 15 August, the staff travelled on boats
to Le Pret and on 18 August reached lorgat, where it remeined

until the eund of August,

On the Armorique (Daoulﬁs) Peninsula, the enemy =~ &
few days after éncireling the fortress - puvoeéded in taking
the ﬁpminating Hill £154, - thereby overwheluing some
portions of our occupation forces. Because of these

successes, the large Blorn Bridge wes threatened. Furthex
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enemy attacks in this area did not take place until the
agcond halfiof August., In order to clear un the Situation'
on the Armorique Penismula, the 343. 1.D, little by 1ittle
committed slmost 21l of the German infantry unite stationed
on the Crozon Péninaula, g0 that eastern troops were almost
the only remaining forces there. However, in spite of
this commitment, it was impossible to hold the Armdrique
Feninpula; after ite occupation, the enemy came up to

- within 6 km of the Brest submarine pen. Eefure the loss
of the peninsula, the foriress commander ordered the
blasting of the two large bridges across the Blorn and

the Aulne {Terenez Bridge).

Towards the end of August, the enemy also begén hia
attack on the Crozon Peninsula snd - since German forces
were lacking there ~ gained ground rapidly. FPosition after
position had to be given.up; for the protection of the
artillery, proiraced resistance was to be offered along
the line sextending from Brest-Sued Airﬁrome to Tal ar
groas - (see annex #1 - covering position #1). In addition,
emergency formetions were organized out bf staffs and raar'
gervices, and reinforced by antitank guns. Thepe. were 8180
assigned antiasircraft guns, whose positions it had become
necessary to give up, due to lomses of terrain or enémy
aitkattacks. 0f course, supplying of the antiaireraft guné
remained in the ﬁlanning stage, because it was nquonger

possible to have the necessary concrete emplacenents
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fTinished in time.

In case of further enemy pressure on the Croébn
Peninsula, orders called for occupation.@f the line of
- resistance extendling from Anse de Dinan up to.east of
Quelern - (see aunnex #1 - govering position ;}’/2).
This would stilll have made it possible to protect the
heavy batteries on the peninsula. The positions were
'recénnoitered and labor service forces began construction
of the line which was based on a aystem of 3tronﬁ§aints.
On 1 September, the Div. 3tab 543 moved from Morgat to
the area north of Crozen; on 2 September, enemy bombers
launched a heavy attack on Morgaty which was presumably

aimed at the Div. 3tab,

At the end of August, the forces of the far-off strong
point of Audierne (south of the Douarnenez Bay) were to be
- disbanded ahd the ocecupation froops with armement were to
bé transported ito Crozon. Although it was posusible ; with
the aid of the navy - 0 establish contact, this atﬁraeted
the attention of the French resistance forces, and the |

subseguent relief attempt was prevented.

At th& end of August, enemy artillery vwhich was
deployed for action on the Armorique (Doulas) Peninsula,
started systematic shelling of the Ispagnol Feninsule, on
which movements were hendicapped by the lively enemy serial

su#eillahce. During the course of the first half of
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Saptember, it was impossible for any movements‘to.faké
place‘ih this aresz during the day,‘beeausa of the heQVy
1oaées in men and materiel. In th§ area of the Breat
Foftrésa, there was. - ainee.tha encirclement - no sign
of any German flier, in spite of previous promises, which

made an especially unfortunate impression on the troops.

~ Um 2 Seﬁtémber, the enewy air force made a heavy
attack on the 0l1d French Fort Quelern - which had been
contemplated as the new post of the division statf - and
_destroyeﬁ-the installations there aluost as Far aa.the 

boundary.

On the Crozon Feninsula, eﬂemy pressure abated somewhat
at the beginning of beptember, which made it poasible for
.us to improve our rear positions., It had been planned %o
take the last stand north of Crozon in the old French
fortification bf Quelern, whicﬁ protected the Tspagnol
Yeninsula towards fhe South - (see annex # 1 ~ covering
position £3). Of ccurse, the heavy artillery of Camaret
a8 well ms the rest of the artillery belonging to the
Divieion was, thereby, given up, and only a Tew antitank
guneg remained for the antitank derense, These were of the
‘utmost importsnce for the defense, because - Jjudging from
previous experiences -~ 1t had never been possible to hold

r'ény pcaitioha.without their protection. On the basias of
this realizat ion, the Diviplon - gince weeks - had s

- apeoial Panﬁar officer in the staff (Is/?ak), who was
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reaponéible to provide for replacements in case of breakdowna.‘

Thie arrangement had the best results.

OUn 1% Septenber, thé cormander of the Brest Portress
ﬁrrived at the Crozon Feninsula and reported that suppiieﬂ
were coming to an end in the fortress and that cnemy flame
throwers had work_ed their way up to within 200 meters of the |
bunker containing aerious casualties. He stated that
resistance in Brest was, therefore, becouing useless and
that combat would cease in 2 - % days. Until that time,
the 34%. I.D. would have fulfilled ite task of keeping the
enemy as long as possible off the Crozon Peninsula in the
dirsetion of Brest. At this point I wust not fail 4o mention
that the 343. I.D..was, at that time, ccmposed of only three

weakened Ustbataillone, two batteries and a few small staffa.

At the middle of September, ilhe enemy continued his
attacks on the Crozon Peninsula. The fortress commandant
had brought 1 1/2 compenles from the foriress ts‘the. |
Zesnagnol Peninsula and had coamitied same Lfor the oocecupation
of the oblique defense line at Quelern. in this way, the
remnants of the %43. 1.0, were pushed to the southern part
of the peninsula;'in the direection of Cap de la Chevre «~
a region, which originally wéa supposed to remain free from
combat and had been assigned to evacuees from Brest,

Gn;16 September,'snemy pressure on the wesk eastern troops

‘on Orozon inecreased to such a degree that the division
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comzander ordered the withdrawal of the troops to thé area |
south thereof, already for the night of 16 Septenber,
During the night of 17 September, the resistance pock@ta
in the new area were newly manned or reinforced, and the
froops ware ordered to follow the principle of "holding
out to the last man"., In thie econmetion, no eohaideration
was given to the grade of fitness, training and equipment.
Thus 1t hepoened that in one rahistance pocket, which was
manned by twenty officers, mest of them were sick naval
officers who - unarmed and in peace-time uniforms - had
been on their way to the convalescent home, = ln this pocket
of resistance, there were two Belglan antitank gunas which -
in spite of the immediately imminent enemy armored atiack -
were still stationed on the beach and eouid not be fired
-in.iandward direction,  All in all, confusion reigned

during this last useless effort.

.On 17 Septémhmr, eneny armored forces captured the
localities of Croson and Morgat and on 18 September,_
advanced southward. They systematically mopped up our
weakly ocaupiéd lines at the roads and the resistance

~ pockets at the peach and towards evening, reached the last
battery'at the Cap de la Chevre, where the remnants of the
Div. Stab %43 were captured. Thus, resistance on the
Crozon Peninsula was confined to the Espagnol Peninsula,
Gn 18 Sthember, in the sfternoon, when I was already 8

prisoner, I observed the moving up to positions of strong
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enemy artillery forces in that direction and aswume that thie
lgst point of reslstance was overcone on 19 September the
latest. The fortress comaandant, General Famnke, was
presunably also captured on that day., gt the battery of
Pointe des Capucins. With that, the battle for the Brést

Fortrees was {inished,

As far ss the cenber of the Brest Fortress {city area)
is concerved, I am not in a position to give an estimate
of the combat situation lor the period alter 15 August,

because from that time on, I was on Crozon.

Un the whole, it is of importance to report that the
submarine pen remained in use until the beginniag of September
and thie last subuarines, going northward, left it abeut
3 Septémbere 0f couree, we had lost our faith ih the
invulnerability of this structure slready three wesks before,
when the Allied air force, with eleven itons of bombe, had
easily pierced the 6 1/2 m thick reinforced cohcreﬁe roof{
Of course, for the most part, the roof of the pen was only
% 1/2 m thick. 7The cunatruetion of the pen had deprived
important installations of a greai desl of concrete, so that
we could not help but guestion whgther thig considerable

expenditure of concrele had been worthwhile,

Phe ammunieation supply in the fortress was adequatey
during the tiret nights after the encirclement, supplementary

¢lose combat antitank weapone were dropped by planes.
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There was a four weeks food supply for the garrison.
The civilian population, wiih sraller rations, should have
been supplied for the same length of time; however, in
spite of greatest éfforts, this could unot be accomplished
up to the time of encirclement. Hoghly estimated, there
were pufficient supplies for one week, whereby some articles
were lacking, while on the other hand, there waps more ample
supply of others., The fortress held out Irvom 5 August until
18 September, i.e. 6 1/2 weeks, which was nacde poséible
only through ithe evacuation of the civilian population

and seizure of all civilian supplies.

There was no scarcity as far as other suppiies for the

fortress were concerned.

we did not hear of any epidemies on Crozon.

(signed) Dikfm, hudolf Kogard



MS#’_B-_@?; o |  Annex 3
| - to Kogard Heport

map scale 1 i 100 OOV
: 1T em =1 ko

Fortified Ares of Brest

‘ : Landerneau
2. Fallschjgr.
B Div,
Bresgt Brest-Nord
Airdrome
Guipavas
Obetlt, R Plousrastele
Euerstm o - Dacules
St. Mathieu

Ohat, Foerster

D@oglgg

Breste-Sued Alrdrome
cover position £1
Crozon . Gen. Hauch
Tal ar groas

Commandant of the f¢rtified area of Breat

General RHamke
Legendt
Originael fortified sres. permanent fortifications
for the pecurity garrisci.

Gxtended defensive area after the begiluning of
Auguet 1944 - on the Crozon Feninsulm also cover
positions (cover positions #1, 2, aund 3. )

~ Subparipe Pen in Brest (near the navel acadeny)

‘$hen the fortress became Tully garrisoned, only the following
reinforced girong peinte were to remaln geoupied in the former
‘defengive comstal sector of the 343. I.D.¢ o

Aver Wrach, Aber Benoit, Audierns, Quessant Island.
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Tegtern Brittany

Ile 4' Quassent

Zegendt

coast defense establishments at the end of May 1944

const defense establishments at the end of July 1944

Germgn infantry battalion ) in comparison with the situabtion
Ost-Btl, (Russian volunteers)) | in May
German infantry battalion )in comparison with the situation
Ost-Btl, (Lussian vilunteers)) in duly

asarveg of the higher baw;ga (in the sector of the 343, I.De)
Kays The %53. Inf, Div, , the 3. Fallsehjigr. Div, :

In JulysThe 2. Fallschjgr. Div.

266, 1.Ds
Goulven 266, 1.D,

Aber Wrach
Lannilis Horlaix
Aber Benoit
Ploudaliezean

Le Conguet Brest
Daoculas
Hopital
1e Faou F43%. L.D.
(pix inrantry battalions
Crozon and four Ost=Btls.)
265, L.l '

Aber :
' Doumsrunenss

Quinper

'265 I.ﬁ.

Conocarneau
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Occupation of the Brest Fortress
and digbanding of the coagt defense FOrces.

1 Aber Yrach

2  Aber Benoit o 266, I.D,
Ile d'Quesesnt Morlaix
3
Landivisiau
2., Ppllschisgr. Dive
Lgnderneau
Le Conquet
Brest
Daoulas Monte d'Arree
Crozon
Dorarnenes Blsck Mountsina
3t., P. Auvdierne
4
3 QGuimper
Point nf departure on 5 August 1944
German Inf. Batl. 265, L.D,
Ogt-Batl. (Russian volunteers) Pont 1'Abbe

Concarneau

Troop movements from 5 = 9 August 1944
indicated by arrews -

: only the following strompoints
were to rvemein occupled:
« Aber Wrach
« Aber Benoit
-~ 1le d'Quessant
- Audierne

FaAH D -






