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EXECUTI VE SUMVARY

Title: A LOOK AT DESTINY: THE | NFLUENCE OF THE
ENLI GHTENMVENT, THE GREAT AWAKENI NG AND THE FRONTI ER UPON

THE AMERI CAN REVOLUTI ON

Aut hor: LCDR Dougl as A. Marshal |, USN

Thesis: The Enlightennent, the G eat Awakening, and the
frontier were trenendously strong forces in influencing the
American Revolution. Acting in concert, these forces nade

a Revol ution inevitable.

Di scussion: The Enlightennment directly influenced

revol utionary thoughts. Ideas of natural rights,
sensibility, and equality stemred from enli ghtened thought.
The Great Awakening and religious revivals of the md-

ei ghteenth century brought hope and salvation to the
commoner. This evangelical style religion upset the form
churches and institutions and underm ned existing church
authority. The frontier offered vast, seemngly unlimted

resources, a chance for adventurous Anericans to survive



of ten harsh journeys and devel oped a character that is

uni quely Ameri can.

Concl usion: The forces of the Enlightennent, the G eat
Awakeni ng, and the frontier acted in concert to produce an

environnent in which Revolution was i nm nent.



| nt r oducti on.

During the January 29, 2002 State of the Union address,
Presi dent Bush called upon Anericans to enbrace the

out standi ng ideas of freedom equality, and liberty in
support of the global war on terrorism Throughout the
speech the President passionately spoke of Anerica's
responsibility and privilege to fight freedonm s fight, and
t hat whatever the cost to defend America and freedom
America woul d pay. The President spoke of |iberty and
justice as being right, true, and unchanging for all people
everywhere. Stating that no people on earth yearn to be
oppressed, the President described the uni que character of
Anmericans. This character he said was conprised of honor,
bravery, generosity, sacrifice, courage, conpassion,
strength and resol ve.?

It was by no sinple coincidence that the President
spoke of these Anmerican character traits. Nor was it a
coincidence that in times of crisis, that these character
traits was heral ded as the foundation of America. Sonme two
hundred twenty-five years after the Declaration of
| ndependence, the American character, born out of the

Revol ution, is alive and well. From t he Revol uti on arose



the strong Anerican ideas of equality, concern for the
ordinary person, and a dedication to freedom The
Revol uti on gave Anericans a sense of nationhood and
purpose, and it convinced Anericans of their destiny to
lead the world to liberty.? This destiny remains true
today. Like no other time in the course of Anerican

hi story have so many i deas and i nfluences converged within
the hearts and m nds of Anmericans to create an unstoppabl e
event - the Anerican Revolution. Wat were these powerful
i deas and how did they |lead to Revol ution?

The nmere nmention of the Anerican Revolution to nost
conjures up ronmantic images that are taught in Anerican
schools fromgrade school to college. Who can forget
Patrick Henry's 'Gve ne Liberty or give ne death' speech?
O, King George Il of Britain being portrayed as a tyrant
of German descent who could barely speak the | anguage of
the enpire over which he ruled? Indeed, the Revolution
rai ses nenories of America' s first recorded experiences
with martyrdom and rebellion. Textbooks are alive with
Crispus Attucks’ death at the Boston massacre and therefore
being the first martyr of the Revolution. There exist

wel | - docunented accounts of the Sons of Liberty dressed up

! "Presidential State of the Union Address”, 29 January 2002, ABC News
(LI VE coverage) .



as Indians, in 1773, dunping tea into the Boston harbor in
what all Americans know as the Boston Tea party. This is
one of the earliest and nost well known American
rebellions. Oher images include the anonymty of the
fellow who started the War for I ndependence at Lexington.
' The shot heard around the world" synbolizes the absolute
end of colonial patience for Britain, and nore inportantly,
t he begi nning of the Revolutionary War. Standi ng besi de
these broad images are the figures and personalities of the
Revol uti on.

The nost renowned persons of the Revolution are Thomas
Jef ferson, John Adans, George Washi ngton, Benjamn
Franklin, James Madi son, and Thomas Pai ne. These nen are
remenbered for their brilliant, genius thought and for
crafting the very docunments that were instrunmental in
espousi ng and spreading the revol utionary words. Docunents
such as the 'Virginia Statute of Religious Freedonm, the
'Decl aration of |Independence', the panphlet 'Commbn Sense',
and the 'Poor Richard' s Al manac' were just sonme of the many
docunents used to pronote rebellion. Wile Anmericans
remenber and identify with these Revol utionary thinkers,
per haps the nost nenorable persons of the Revolution are

George Washi ngton and Paul Revere. For although

2 Gordon S. Wyod's, The Anerican Revolution: A History, (The Mdern




enbel I i shed over the years, Washington's 'crossing of the
Del aware river' and his tossing of a silver dollar [coin]
fromone side to the other; Revere's 'm dnight ride
t hr oughout the countrysi de of New Engl and shouting 'the
British [regulars] are conmng', both serve as tineless
testinmony to the Anmerican spirit and character of the
Revolution. In thinking and recalling these inportant
persons, another concept of the Revolution arises.

The words Revol utionary Anerica awaken ideas and
t houghts anong nen. Words like liberty, freedom pursuit
of happi ness, and natural rights are synonynobus in Anmerican
mnds with the intellectual thought feeding the Revol ution.
The previous paragraphs denonstrate the many ways to view
the forces influencing the Anerican Revol ution.
Unfortunately, these commonly shared i mages and nenories
fail to address the true influences of the Revolution and
are sinply pieces to a |larger puzzle. C oser research
reveal s that the confluence of three powerful ideas, the
Enl i ghtennent, the Great Awakening, and the frontier

conbi ned to spawn the Anerican Revolution.® To personalize

Li brary, New York, 2002), X II.
3 Definitions. Enlightenment: The ideas and thought in Anerica of
intellectual freedom religious freedom personal freedom social
freedom and political freedomso heavily influenced by the European
enl i ghtened thinkers |ike Rousseau, Vattel, Locke, Voltaire and Adam
Smith.

Great Awakening: In colonial Anerica between 1730 and 1750, a
religious energy and experience swept the colonies. This 'new birth’



t hese concepts, Benjamin Franklin will be an exanple of the
enbodi nent of Enlightened ideas, George Witefield as the
enbodi nent of Great Awakeni ng ideas, and George Rogers
Clark as the enbodi nent of frontier spirit. A conposite of
these three people is an Anerican i nbued with enlightened
t hought, religious tolerance, and the frontier spirit.

In order to understand the powerful affects of the
Enlightenment, the G eat Awakening, and the frontier, and
to place themin proper context, a basic understandi ng of

Revol utionary times is required.

Backgr ound.

Revol uti onary Americans rid thenselves of aristocracy,
and of British royalty.* They brought into question and in
sone instances destroyed established religious or |ocal
church beliefs. Revolutionaries fought against
organi zations and institutions that constrai ned the body
and mnd. In short, the Revolutionary reforns were both

i nternal and external.

of religion was the begi nning of evangelicalism G eat Awakening
preachers were itinerants who preached the "word', renoved the nminister
as the divined, chosen one, and prom sed salvation to ordi nary people
t hrough each person’s direct relationship with God.

Frontier: The neeting point between civilization and savagery.
Hard to define, for this paper, the frontier is considered as the |and
inland fromthe coastal high water mark to the All egheny Mbuntai ns.
4 Gordon S. Wod's, The Radicalismof the American Revolution, (Alfred
A. Knopf, New York, 1993), 70-80. Wbods considers this tearing down of




Sonme one hundred sixty years after the Jamest own
settl enent was established, the col onial popul ation was
approximately 2.5 mllion people with an estimated 1.6
mllion living along the Atlantic coast.® Anerica was a | and
of abundant resources, great harbors, navigable rivers and
| akes. Surveyors and the French and Indian Wars renoved
much of the nountain restriction on expansion. Anericans
were a diverse group of farners, |awers, teachers, clergy,
city dwellers, country folk, and frontiersnen.® Despite
these simlarities, colonies were diverse in three distinct
ways: First, there were religious differences; second,
there were natural boundaries; and finally, there were
soci 0- economi ¢ i ssues. ’

The religious differences throughout the col onies
occurred as follows: mddle colonies - Presbyterian;
Pennsyl vani a - Quakers, Mennonites, German-Dutch
reform sts; Virginia, Maryland, and North Carolina -
Angl i can; New England - Methodists (fornerly Puritans) and
Congregationalists. Second, while |and conpani es sought
expansi on, the All egheny and Appal achi an nountai ns i npeded

novenent west and forned the boundaries that separated

t he ki nship and patronage of the old colonial nonarchical society as
one-hal f of the 'radicalism of the Revol ution.

5> The Great Republic: A History of the Anerican People, (Little Brown
and Conpany, 1977), 246. Janestown was established in 1607.




colonies. R vers such as the Mnongahela, the St
Law ence, and the Potomac forned natural boundaries.
Lastly, social and econom c issues divided the col onies.
Wil e the northern col onies concentrated on trade and
fini shed goods, the m ddle and southern col oni es tended
nore towards agriculture and extraction of raw nmateri al s.
Socially, there existed elites and a | ower class consisting
of indentured servants, slaves, and a debtor class. But,
the farmer or producer of a finished good represented a new
cl ass between these classes: the mddle class. It is
within this new class, taking advantage of the resources
and self-determnation offered in Anerica that a sense of
pri de and American uni queness is born.®

For exanple, in the 1750s, approxi mately ninety
percent of Pennsyl vani ans made their own clothes. This was
done not only out of necessity, but also out of a pride
afforded by the availability of raw nmaterials coupled with

the initiative to nake goods. A poem appearing in a

6 1 bi d.

" Ibid., 80

8 For a detailed description of this, read J. Hector St.John de
Crevocoeur's, Letters froman Anmerican Farnmer and Sketches of

Ei ght eent h-Century Anmerica, (The New Anmerican Library of World
Literature, INC, New York, 1963) Letter 11l "What is an Anerican?' , 60-
99. De Crevocoeur asks many rhetorical questions about the nature of
being Anerican; is it being a farmer, craftsman, tradesnman, etc. De
Crevocoeur concludes that American is all these. But, the Anerican

uni queness is derived frombeing able to rise fromservitude to master,
fromserf to |l andowner, and to be free. This nmetanorphosis, argues de
Crovecoeur, created an Anerican, who extingui shed his European

prej udi ces and sought new ways to capitalize on being an Anerican.

10



Pennsyl vani a gazette in the 1750s clearly shows this new

pride.

Young ladies in town and those that |ive around
Let a friend at this season advi se you.

Si nce noney's so scarce and tines grow ng worse,
Strange things may soon hap and surprise you.
First then throw side your high topknot of pride,
Wear none but your country |inen.

O econony boast. Let your pride be the nost

To show cl oaths of your own make and spi nning.°®

Common quilts in the 1770s used the col ors of independent
green, federal blue and depicted scenes of Burgoyne
surrounded and the Washington quilt.' However strong this
nationalismand cormon feeling was, still "inventing a
nation entailed giving definition to the character of the
people, identifying their conpatible qualities and common
under st andi ngs, [and] cultivating a sense of noral

conmuni ty. "

% Patsy and Myron Orlofsky's, Quilts in America, (Abbeville Press,
1974), 56.

0 ol of sky, 57.

1 Andrew Burstein's, Sentimental Denopcracy: the Evolution of America's
Romantic Self-1nmage, (H Il and Wang, 1999), 3.
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The first step in this direction for Anmerica' s founding
fathers was to enbrace the ideas of the so-called

Enl i ght ennent .

Di scussi on.

For a variety of reasons, beyond the scope of this
paper, the era known as the Enlightennent began in the late
1600s and continued through the 1700s in Europe. The
Enl i ght ennent consunmed writers, thinkers, scientists, and
clergy. The products of Enlightennent naturally flowed to
Armericans and perneated Anerican minds.® But this was no
accident. The visionary |eaders of the Revolution, nen
i ke Jefferson, Madison, Franklin, and Paine, realized that
to make a republic of |asting noral and social order, |ed
by men of integrity and enlightened i deas, nmeant spreading
the "light' to the masses.®® It is sinply not enough to
state that the pervasiveness of Enlightennent literature
and rhetoric inculcated American m nds. Through a brief
study of representative literature and four powerful,

enl i ghtened figures, Franklin, Jefferson, Reverend Mayhew,

12 1 pid., 6.
13 Wod's, Radicalism.., 190-195.
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and Paine, it will be shown how enli ghtened t hought was
delivered to the nasses.™

Anmerican Enlightennent clearly profited fromthe
writings of European authors. These authors agreed that in
order to espouse virtue in public and to be benevol ent, one
had to be engaged using the heart as well as the nmind.!® The
British novelists Samuel Richardson (1740-50), Law ence
Sterne (1760) and the Scottish novelist MacKenzie (1770's)
provi ded the foundation for sensibility and its
under st andi ng, especially anong the m ddl e cl ass.

Enl i ght ened Eur opean academ ci ans, phil osophers and
schol ars influence included John Locke's "Essay on Human
Under st andi ng" (1640). This essay focused on words |ike
sensation, feeling, and m nds and argued that all men could
expect fromtheir rulers the protection of the natural
rights of life, liberty, and prosperity. Furthernore,
Locke stated that if a nonarch violated these natura
rights, rebellion by the people was justified.

Rousseau's, The Social Contract (1762), focused on

relationships within a class society, on the | aws of

nations, and on the laws of nature as applied to

14 Reverend Jonat han Mayhew was the influential pastor of Boston's North
Chur ch.
15 Burstein, 11.
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governnment.® Montesquieu, in his "Spirit of the Laws"
(1748), called for nmen to use their natural genius to act

freely and with purpose.'” In The Wealth of Nations (1776),

Adam Smith codified enlightened economcs. Smith, a
British econom st, produced in this work a study of
econom cs divorced frompolitical science, jurisprudence
and ethics. Smth's thesis, that capital was best enpl oyed
for the production and distribution of wealth w thout
governnent interference, that the governnent's role in
econony should be |aissez-faire, and that free trade nust
exist, all supported the American contenpt towards British
meddl i ng into col onial econonmic affairs.'® Men I|ike
Franklin, Jefferson, Reverend Mayhew, and Pai ne took these
enl i ghtened i deas and spread themto all Anericans.
Benjam n Franklin's "Plan of Conduct" (1726)
recogni zed noral virtue..."that the yearnings of the heart

nl9 | n

must give force to real progress in public affairs.
an April 1745 letter to a Gentleman, Franklin described the
efforts to date to establish a phil osophical society in

Phi | adel phia. The society's nenbers were a physician, a

bot ani st, a "nechanician", a geographer, and a general

16 Ray Billington et al, The Making of American Denocracy: Readings and
Docunents, (Rinehart and Co. Inc, 1950), 58-60.

T Burstein, 13.

18 Billington, 61.

¥ 1pid, 12.

14



nat ural phil osopher. ?°

Franklin spread enlightened ideas

t hrough hi s Pennsyl vania Gazette and the Poor Richard’' s

Al manac. Benjamn Franklin's daily life, his scientific
experinmentation, his intellectual role as an Anbassador
abroad and as a key nenber of the Constitutional Convention
truly represented the Enlightened nman.

Thomas Jefferson's ideas enconpassed all aspects of
Enlightennent. For intellectual freedom Jefferson called
for a systemof public education to teach ordinary people.
Pronmoting religious freedom Jefferson wote the "Virginia
Statute of Religious Freedom As a testanent to persona
freedom Jefferson built his hone, Mnticello, in the
sprawing hills of Albemarle, Virginia. At this hone,
Jefferson cared for his grandchildren, and he practiced
intell ectual freedomthrough inventions, architecture,
l[iterature, gardening, and art. For social freedom
Jefferson forned the Republican Party, which was based upon
the belief that private happi ness was the foundation for a
stabl e governnment. Jefferson |auded the social freedomin
Anmerica as one in which any dissenter was free to express

his ideas, thus ensuring that opposition was heard.

Finally, regarding political freedom Jefferson's drafting

20 Benjamin Franklin's, 'Letter to Cadwal | ender Col den, (personal papers
of Cadwal | ander Col den, Library of Virginia,1744).

15



of the Declaration of |Independence produced a docunent of
such a great spirit and tone as to nmark the begi nnings of
sel f-government in Anerica.?! Cearly, Jefferson pronoted
Enli ghtennent. In a very direct manner, so did Mayhew.

Reverend Jonat han Mayhew was the pastor of Boston's
West church. In what is considered by many scholars to be
his best sernon, in January 1750, Mayhew espoused nat ural
rights, freedomof worship, freedomof politics, and
freedom of trade. Mayhew denounced the authority of the
King to rule over nen and stated that only God possessed
such a right and power. Mayhew advocated the rebellion
agai nst the King of England and concluded that rebellion
was so nuch supported by God, that if one did not rebel, he
woul d suffer damati on.??

Aiding in the spread of Enlightennment ideas were

Revol utionary nedi a and panphl eteers. |In Bailyn's,

| deol ogical Origins of the American Revolution, he accounts

for over four hundred such panphlets, assigning great

2L pet erson, 8-20.

22 Billington, 65-66. For another exanple of a pastor directly
espousi ng Enli ghtenment consider the Reverend Davies (pp. 40-41). In a
1755 Hanover Pennsylvania sernon to volunteers about to fight in the

I ndi an Wars. Davie's sernpn strongly suggested that the volunteers
woul d prevail because the Indians’ 'despicable violence' had caused
themto ignore and abandon human nature. He also appeals to the sense
of need and hel ping others. "Brave nmen w thout the conpul sion of
authority, without the prospect of gain, voluntarily associated in a
conpany, to march over horrendous rocks and nountains, into a hideous
wi | derness, to succor their helpless fellow subjects and guard their
country."

16



inportance to their contents as a whole. Bailyn states
that Enlightennment references were "Everywhere in panphlets
of Revolutionary Anerica.?® Thomas Paine’'s, 'Conmmon Sense',
(1776) was the best known and this panphl et represented

enl i ght ened Revol utionary thought.

Over one hundred thousand copi es of Paine's ' Conmon
Sense' were printed and distributed in 1776. It was read
by all classes and was particularly |liked by the French who
woul d recall its contents sone years later. Paine's
panmphl et rapidly becane a noral and intellectual touchstone
for Anmericans desirous of independence fromBritain. Paine
called for representative governnent. He wote, "There is
sonet hi ng exceedingly ridiculous in the conposition of
nmonarchy...the state of a king shuts himfromthe world,
yet the business of a king requires himto know it

n 24

t hor oughl y. Pai ne called to question the legitimcy of
the exalted King over nen and stated that such a relation
defies God and nature. Throughout 'Comon Sense', Paine
clearly pronoted enlightened i deas, and the panphlet's

popul arity enabl ed these ideas to be spread across the

col oni es.

23 Bailyn, 27-31. Despite this, Bailyn argues that the Enlightenment
was not wholly determnative in the Revol ution.
24 Thomas Pai ne's, Conmon Sense, (Barnes and Noble, INC, 1995), 6.

17



In summary, the discussion of Enlightennent
denonstrates that eighteenth century Anerican m nds were
bonmbarded with enlightened ideas across a full spectrum of
human experience. Wether it was in the arts, literature,
sci ence, philosophy, law, or religion, Enlightennment
saturated ei ghteenth century m nds.

By no coincidence did the discussion about enlightened
i deas involve religion. This is because the Enlightennent
and the Great Awakening enjoyed a synbiotic, if not
conpl ementary relationship. The G eat Awakening set in
noti on powerful forces that dissolved the pre-existing
soci al order and nonarchical, aristocratic authority and as
such provided an inportant elenent to American identity.?®

During the 1730s through 1750s, Anmerica experienced
what has cone to be known as the G eat Awakening. As many
Anericans came to Anerica to escape religious persecution,
the tenets of the Great Awakening were readily accepted by
nmost people. As described earlier, the colonies were
different in their religious convictions. But, seventeenth
and ei ghteenth century Anericans defined thenselves in

Godly ternms and sought mnisters and churches as a central,

%5 Stephen Kurtz and James Hutson, ed., Essays on the Anerican
Revol ution, (University of North Carolina press, Chapel hill, 1973),
199- 200.

18



focal point of daily commnity life.?® For Britain, the
only recogni zed, established church was the Anglican
Church. To the Anglican Church, the various religions
practiced in the colonies represented an "irreligion'. The
Church of England clearly saw such diversity as a | oss of
its control and influence over the colonies. An attenpt to
convert this was nmade in the early 1700s when Anglican
clergy came to America in unprecedented nunbers. But, what
t hese clergy sought to control arguably was uncontroll abl e.
One cannot view the religious inpact of the eighteenth
century as a stand-al one event, but rather one
conpl ementary with enlightened thought. The G eat
Awakeni ng energed fromtwo sinple questions: "Are you God's
servant or nmerely a man anpong nmen? And, are you saved??’
The Great Awakening revived a whole set of attitudes
that remained | ong after 1750. Characteristics of this
nmovenent included: evangelical style religion, norality
derived from God not society, a fervent belief in the
second com ng of Christ, and a disdain for rationalismor
social attitudes espoused by humans instead of God.?® As is

clear fromthese characteristics, the Geat Awakening was a

%6 Darrett Rutman's, The Morning of America 1603-1789, (Houghton Mfflin
Conpany, 1971), 96.

27 Darrett Rutman's, The Great Awakeni ng Event and Exegesis, (John Wl ey
and Sons, 1970), 2.

28 | bi d.
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chall enge to the existing social order of the King, royal
governor, and aristocracy. Wth its sinple doctrine of
"sin and repentance, conversion and sal vation"” and the
ability of one to talk directly to God wi thout an
internediary, the Great Awakeni ng severely weakened the
authority of established ministers and formal churches. ?°
Preachers throughout the col onies delivered the Awakened
nmessage i n varying forns.

New Engl and m ni ster Sanuel W ggl esworth (1730s)
enbraced a | oving and gentle God who was easily served.
W ggl esworth's evangelical style was that "preachers should
preach to their congregations until Christ be forned in

t hem "3°

I n Northanpton, Massachusetts Reverend Sol onon

St odders preached of a God who prom sed equal access to H m
for all persons.3' Perhaps for the first tine, one was able
to see a clear path to salvation as a partnership between
God and man. The Pennsyl vani an Reverend G | bert Tennet
(1737), in a sernon, spoke of happiness as the "state of
grace and glory that is to be found through Christ."3?
Jonat han Edwar ds of Northanpton, Mssachusetts in his 1736
sernon, 'The Surprising Wrk of God', spoke of Gods' work

as bringing people "out of the darkness into marvel ous

2% Rutman, The Morning..., 105.
30 Rut man, Great Awakening..., 15.
31 | pi d.
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light...to set upon a rock with a new song of praise to God

in their nmouths. "33

Per haps Edward's nost renenbered sernon
was the 1741 'Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God'. In
this sernon, Edwards portrayed nan as a spider hanging by a
single thread of web over the pit of Hell and that only God
had control of whether the web broke and the spider fell to
the devil or whether God spared the spider frometerna
damation. Clearly, all of these mnisters were integral
to spreadi ng the Anakened nessage; however, none were as
influential as the Reverend George Witefield.

In the late 1730s, Witefield, an evangelist from
Engl and' s Met hodi st Movenent, arrived on the American
religious scene. Born in 1714, he was a man in his md to

4 \itefield s mannerisnms, his oratory

| ate twenties.?
skills, and his young, slim fit appearance helped himto
convey his powerful sernons. An account froma farner
havi ng heard Whitefield preach in 1740 was that Whitefield
had convinced himto believe and accept the G eat

Awakeni ng's sin, repentance, conversion, and sal vation

t henes. °°

Whitefield was instrunental in amal gamating the
smal | er Awakeni ng preachers, discussed earlier, into a

religious revivalismthat swept through the col onies.

32 | bid., 21.
33 |bid., 32.
3 Rutman, The Morning..., 105.
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Filled with youth and exuberance, Witefield was
constantly on the nove visiting throughout the col onies
from1738 to 1739. This earned himthe nicknanme the ' G eat
Itinerant'. In 1740, Wi tefield made a seventy-three day
journey from New Engl and to the southern col oni es,
delivering one hundred thirty sernons. During this
ti meframe, Franklin heard one of Witefield s sernons.?®

Franklin stated that Whitefield preached in fields or
wherever he could. During the sernon, Franklin observed
that Wiitefield pl eaded for noney to help build an
or phanage in Georgia. Since CGeorgia' s popul ation was
nostly indentured servants, debtors, and slaves, there was
a great 'calling' for an orphanage. Franklin disagreed
with the preacher and thought that the orphanage shoul d be
built el sewhere and the children brought to it. Franklin
had copper, silver, and gold noney in his pockets. As the
sernmon progressed, Franklin deposited sone coppers into the
collection plate. A little later, he put in sone silver.
As Witefield preached, Franklin felt so ashaned and was so
mesnerized by the energetic man, that at sernon's end,
Franklin's pockets were enpty, gold and all.® |ndeed, the

Great Itinerant was a powerful notivator. So powerful that

35 Rut man, Great Awakening..., 43.
% | bid., 35.
87 Ibid., 37.
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the clergy of the 'established churches felt threatened
and attenpted to squel ch Awakeni ng preachers.

In 1741, the North Hartford (Connecticut)
Association of fifteen mnisters conpelled a law to be
passed condemming itinerant preachers as counter to good,
recogni zed religious order and banning itinerants from
preaching.® According to Franklin, this action was too
little, too late. Wiitefield and itinerant preachers
continued their sernons whenever and wherever people woul d
hear them

The Great Awakening was not limted to towns, cities
or specific geographic areas. It crossed all |evels of
Anmerican society. In a few short years this religious
revival marked a significant major shift fromthe inherited
Eur opean theol ogical beliefs. It put an end to the

"eccl esi astical excl usiveness"?3®

of the Anglican Church and
ot her Church institutions. The Awakening was the birth of
religious liberty for man and for all churches. As Paine
stated in ' Commopn Sense', it was the will of God that there

shoul d be diversity of religious opinions anong nen. This

diversity enabled the spread of Christian kindness. Paine

% | pbid., 52-53.

% pPaul Goodnman's, ed, Essays in Anmerican colonial History, (Holt,
Rei nhart and W nston, 1967), 550. Ecclesiastical exclusiveness is a
termused to describe the stature of church mnisters and church
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wote, “I ook on the various denom nations anong us to be
like children of the same famly, differing only in what is

"40  As can be seen, the

called their Christian nanes.
Enl i ght ened, Awakened Anericans fornmed a potent force with
which to reckon. As a French traveler stated in 1772, the
poorest Del aware | aborer "thinks hinself entitled to
deliver his sentinments in matters of religion or politics
with as nuch freedomas the gentleman or scholar..."*

In summary, the Great Awakeni ng destroyed the
traditional church structures and opened up sal vati on and
religious opportunity to all classes.*? The Great Awakening
pronoted religious pluralismand nourished the idea that
all denom nations were equally legitimte. The G eat
Awakeni ng fostered the separation of the church fromthe
state. In so doing, once a variety of church denom nations
established legitimacy, it was inpossible for any one
church to domnate and to claimspecial privileges. As a

final result, diversity within communities could not be

prevent ed. 3

officials, who claimed to be divinely chosen to profess the word of
God, and to act as internediary between the ordinary man and Cod.
40 pai ne, 52- 53.

41 Rut man, The Morning. .., 96.

42 Wyod's, The Anerican Revol ution, 132-134.

4 Dr. Jack Matthews’ lecture notes on the Great Awakening. Dr.
Matthews is a professor and associ ate Dean at the USMC Comrand and
Staff Coll ege.

24



In conjunction with enlightened ideas, the G eat
Awakeni ng enabl ed ordinary Anericans to express their
t houghts, values, and enotions in a manner unli ke before.
The Anmerican character was taking shape and what
contributed to its devel opnent was the particul ar
fascination, a state-of-mnd, that Americans of the tine
had for the frontier.

The frontier, as defined earlier, consisted of a
physi cal boundary; however, the frontier also had an
intangi ble quality resulting fromthe clash between
civilization and savagery. The frontier thus nust be
t hought of as a formof society instead of a nere
geographic area. The frontier society was fornmed fromthe
collision of older, civilized, enlightened ideas with the
abundance of free land and opportunity that existed in the
frontier regions. As the older, civilized ideas were
applied, a new environnent was created that broke fromold
custons and enbraced new ideals, which in turn created a
new society. Once this new society was fornmed, the
savagery passed on to the next frontier, and the new
soci ety becanme civilized. However, the new society
retai ned enduring and di stinguishable qualities derived

fromits survival of the frontier experience.* It was

44 Turner, 4-6.
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within this new society that an evolution occurred from
whi ch the Anmerican character was born. 1In order to best
understand the rel ationship between the frontier and the
Revol ution, the frontier will be studied in the follow ng
areas: the allure and fascination for the frontier, the
uni que character of frontiersnmen, the spread of denocracy
by the frontier, and a Revolutionary | eader who enbodi ed
the frontier spirit, CGeorge Rogers O ark.

By the end of the French and Indian Wars in 1763,
names |i ke Ticonderoga, Duquesne, Toronto, and Detroit had
beconme househol d words that intrigued nen. "The unsettled
parts of Anerica possessed an allure tenpered by the
prospect of peril and unprofitability."* The fighting with
t he I ndi ans provided "spectacul ar personal nis-fortunes
which all Anericans [then] had of necessity to accept as
anmong the inevitable facts of life."*® Wthin this harsh
reality Americans sought to explore the frontier

Aiding in the American understanding of the frontier
was the Mtchell map of 1755.% Mtchell produced the nap
for the Board of Trade and it is credited by scholars for

providing a trenmendous inpact upon people being able to

4% Burstein, 43.

4 Dale Van Every's, Forth to the Wl derness: the First Anerican
Frontier 1754-1774, Wl Iliam Morrow and Conpany, 1961), 6.

4 Mtchell was a cartographer hired by |and conpanies to explore and
docunent the frontier.
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envi si on the expanse of the territory.*® An excellent
cartographer, Mtchell nmade a map that depicted with
relative accuracy the courses of the M ssissippi, Chio, and
St. Lawrence rivers, the Great Lakes shoreline and the
tributaries of the Floridas. Yet even with this map, it
was difficult for colonists of the 1750s and early 1760s to
i mgi ne what this new territory | ooked like. Fur traders
offered little information, as to avoid conpetition,
soldiers returning fromthe Indian war hated the | and they
had seen, and Dr. Wl ker's description of what would | ater
be call ed the Cunberland Gap, West Virginia and Kentucky
was that it was no land worth having.*® So what did this
land 'l ook’ like? It did not take long to realize that the
French had been in this territory before and soon Anericans
were in possession of French descriptions translated into
Engl i sh.

Marquette wote of a beautiful country where
prairies overflowed with all forns of |ivestock, of
beautiful |akes abundant with fish, and of a fertile GChio
Ri ver valley.®® Hennepin wote of a land rich with soi
that woul d grow every type of crop, of an abundance and

variety of fruit bearing trees, of vast neadows ready for

48 | bid., 25.
4 | pid., 26.
5 | pid., 27.
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t he pl ow and seed, and of extensive nines of coal, slate,
iron and copper.>?

Wthin these descriptions, the frontier territory
seened ready for settlers. The frontier sparked the
i magi nations of colonists. Perhaps greater than any other
factor, imagination had the nost inpact to notivate
frontiersnen. Dale Van Every states that indeed the
settlers of the West leapt into the newterritory with an
ent husi asm fuel ed by i magination. Sinply worded, if these
new adventurers fully realized what lie in store, these
pi oneers may have stopped not |eapt.>?

A continual push to expand the frontier came froml and
conpani es like the Virginia Land Conpany and the Onhio Land
Conmpany. These conpani es were conprised of famlies with
nanmes of Washi ngton, Lee, Carter, Mason, and Fairfax, who
were |landed famlies. Plantations and |arge |and equated
to nore control of resources and people and was key to
prestige and wealth. One should not m sconstrue fromthis
that key figures of the Revolution |ike George Washi ngton,
Ceorge Mason, and Richard Henry Lee, all of whom share
these fam |y nanmes, were thoughtless or corrupt. Sinply
stated, their famlies were conducting business within the

| and conpani es as status quo.

1 | bid., 28.
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As expansion occurred, the true frontier character
began to energe. These settlers were nade unpredictable,
uncontrol |l abl e and unreasonabl e by over ten years of war
and bl oodshed. Arguably, the first tine savage |ndians
were encountered, the settlers were either paralyzed in awe
or retreated. The ones who were not killed gave hope to
the other settlers that people could survive the Indians.
In the next encounter there would be no paralysis, no
retreat but there would be a fight.>® These frontiersmen
wel coned the hope of the new territory and accepted this
prom se over the risk

These nen were hardened and tough and were in their
element in the wilderness. Capable of hunting, fishing,
trappi ng, and meking their own wears and goods, these
frontiersnen, |like portrayed by the character Natty Bunppo
i n Janes Fenni nore Cooper's novels, were self-sufficient.
The influx of redenptioners, indentured servants and
| aborers to the frontier added anot her dinmension. These
peopl e were obstinate, "resentful of class, of |egal or

social authority and predi sposed to any form of

rebel | i on. "%
5 | pid., 29.
5 |bid., 259.
5 | pid., 56.
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These pioneers were against restraints and zeal ously
sought freedom This unique character was deened by Turner
as the "really American part of our history".®® The frontier
of fered seem ngly endl ess resources fromwhich Anrerica
coul d gain econom c i ndependence and the frontier provided
a tough, harsh environment in which a uni que Anerican
character was made.

Turner credits the frontier for creating a conposite
nationality for Anerican people. As such, in the frontier,
"imm grants were Anericanized, |iberated and fused into a
m xed race, English in neither nationality nor

characteristics.">®

The frontier was inportant as a
"mlitary training school, keeping alive the power of
resi stance to aggression, and devel oping the stalwart and

"ST But the frontier

rugged qualities of the frontiersnen.
i nfluence on the Revolution was nore than the American
character, the resources, the nationalism the testing
grounds for rebellion and aggression. The frontier
pronot ed denocracy.

Turner stated, that to the frontier, the American

intellect owed its characteristics of inquisitiveness,

strength, pragmatism invention, restless and nervous

5 Turner's, The Frontier in American History, (Holt, Rinehart, W nston,
1962), 4.
5 Turner, 22.
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energy, individualism and the exuberance and well being
whi ch were derived from freedom °®

In 1676, Bacon's Rebellion occurred in Virginia. The
root of its cause was that small | andowners saw their power
bei ng usurped by weal thy | andowners (| and conpani es), who
in turn controlled both the Church and governnent. 1In the
| ater 1700s, Virginia Governor Spotswood would encounter a
cl ash between frontiersnen, small |andhol ders, imm grants,

i ndentured servants and the weal thy, powerful |and
conpani es.®® Throughout each colony, the |ine where the
frontier nmet civilization created a unique denocratic
experinment. It pitted the pioneer against the wealthy,
dom nant cl asses of the coast.

Such contests generated petitions, public outcries,
and a call for fairness and equality. A well-known exanple
of this clash is Shay's Rebellion, which was the result of
an ongoi ng struggl e between New Engl and agrarians and the
coastal merchants and | andhol ders.® Throughout these
frontier struggles, the seeds were planted for a unique for
of governnent. Another inportant aspect of this antagoni sm
was the linkage to the Church. While beyond the scope of

this paper, the Church's influence of the coastal, wealthy

57 |pbid., 15.
58 | pid., 37.
5 | bid., 248-249.
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merchants and | andhol ders created trenendous di scont ent

1 Taken to its conclusion, the

within the frontier.®
frontier directly influenced the denpcratic view of the
separation of Church and State. This tenant of denocracy,
so influenced by the frontier, would becone a key concept
in the United States' Constitution.®

In a letter to the conmttee of nerchantnmen in London
1766, George Mason succinctly tied together these
denocratic ideals wwth the Anerican frontier. Mson
guesti oned how the British, as 'sensible men' could think
that Anericans; who were not |acking in courage or geni us;
who knew of liberty first-hand; who lived in a country that
doubl ed its popul ation every twenty years, in an abundant
country that provided necessity itens and the 'conveniences
and delicacies of life', how could the British have thought
that for one second Americans woul d tol erate oppression.®?

The North Carolinian James Iredell, in describing the

relationship of Anerica as a British colony underscored the

€ | bid., 249.

61 The Church influence was spread by nembers of the church
congregation. Particularly, the Anglican Church, with its

| ongstanding, traditional ties to Britain, had a congregation of

af fl uent colonists. Most of these nenbers were nmerchants, wealthy

| andhol ders, politicians, and upper class. The line separating these
people’s interest fromthe church’s was very fine, alnost non-existent.
Thus, as these Congregationalists transacted busi ness, exploration, and
trade, the church’s interest and often direct guidance was invol ved.
This caused great upset anmpbng commoners and frontiersnen.

62 |bid., 114-116.

63 Rutland, 70.
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frontier's inpact on denocratic ideas. Although, this was
not Iredell's intent, his observation still was true. [The
Col onists] "Alnost entirely raised a fine country from an
uncul tivated desert at their own expense, and flattered

t henmsel ves each increasing year would add to their

"84 FErontier

happi ness, and inprove their security.
expansi on pronoted denocracy through common wills, self-
preservation, social covenant, and basic |aw. ®°

By 1776, Paine described the Frontier as "the nere
| and that is not occupied can be used to settle, to support

peopl e and the new Anerican governnent."®®

An exanpl e of
t he enbodi nent of the frontier character, a m xture of
enl i ghtened i deas and savage i npul se, was George Rogers
Cl ark.
In 1778, Lieutenant Col onel Clark was twenty-six years
old, stood six feet two inches tall, and he was tough. As

skilled an orator as he was a marksman, Cark's

organi zati on and | eadership of the Kentucky mlitia was

64 Don Hi ggi nbotham s, War and Society in Revolutionary Anerica: The

W der Di nmensions of Conflict, (University of South Carolina press,
1988),

5 Frederick Merk's, Manifest Destiny and Mssion in Arerican History A
Rei nterpretation, ( Alfred A Knopf Inc and Random House, 1963), 4-5.

66 pai ne, 50.
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exenpl ary and had earned himthe nmission to defeat the
British in the M ssissippi, Wabash, and Chio river area.®’

Clark drove his nen with an unbridled passion. In
turn, his nmen, already tough frontiersnen, becane even
t ougher enabling Cark to defeat the British and to spread
denocracy to the frontier. Cark was a living, breathing
exanpl e of the type of nman created fromthe convergence of
the wilderness with civilization. During the siege of
Kahoskia, Clark professed to the French i nhabitants that
Ameri cans woul d respect the French religious, personal, and
intell ectual freedons, and on this basis, alnost all of the
i ndi genous French signed an oath of allegiance to America. ®®
Clark wote, "I took every step in ny power to cause the
people to feel the blessings enjoyed by an Anerican
citizen.”® dark's actions were indicative of the major
i npact that the frontier had on Anmerica.

I n sunmary, whether enabling the Anerican character to
be devel oped, providing vast resources and raw materi al s,
or pronoting denocracy, the strong, undeni able influence of
the frontier is clear. Having discussed the Enlightennent,

the G eat Awakening and the Frontier in detail, it is

57 Robert C. Albert’s, "George Rogers Clark and the Wnning of the Ad
Nort hwest ", (Nati onal Park Service O fice of Publications, Wshington,
DC, 1975), 2. For detailed information on Clark's expeditions into
Kahoski a, Vincennes, and other sites in this region, this panphlet is
excel | ent.
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readi |y apparent that each force was influential in
multiple ways. But how did they tie together? And, nore
i nportantly how did the confluence of these ideas spawn the

Ameri can Revol ution?

Concl usi on.

The American Revol ution was i ndeed nore than an
organi zed rebellion. The Revolution was a response,
emanating fromthe hearts and m nds of Anericans, to the
sudden thrust of Britain invading everyday colonial life.
In a 'Discourse Concerning unlimted Subm ssion', Reverend
Mayhew di scredited the British nonarchy and bl amed the King
for causing tyranny, for stifling the generosity and
t houghts of men, and for ruining virtue and humanity.’® But,
the difference in how Americans reacted in 1765 versus how
Americans nmay not have reacted in 1700 to British
intervention was directly attributed to the influences of
the Enlightennent, the G eat Awakening, and the frontier
experience. After alnost one hundred fifty years of
Anmerican colonial [ife with mnimal British intervention,
when the British attenpted to control Anericans in the

1760s, the British had to contend with this new Aneri can

68 | pid., 18.
69 | pbid., 21.
0 Burstein, 24-25.
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character. Previous discussions have focused on the
concepts of the Enlightennent, the G eat Awakening, and the
frontier, and have provi ded sone exanpl es of how peopl e
represented each concept. However, these people, the
enbodi nents of the Anmerican character, were the critical
links tying all three major concepts together.

The synergy created fromthe convergence of the
Enl i ghtennent, the Great Awakening, and the frontier had a
profound effect on the hearts and m nds of the col oni sts.
Wi | e exanpl es al ready di scussed focused on | eaders and
great nen who enabl ed the Revol ution, the uniqueness of the
times permtted ordinary people to contribute to the
Revol uti onary cause in their own best ways.

As an exanple, imgine a silversmth who resided in
Wl lianmsburg, Virginia in 1770. As a skilled craftsnman,
the British inposition of taxes and involvenent in
governnent directly affected his livelihood. Perhaps |eft
to his own, this silversmth may have tol erated such
obt rusi veness. However, as the silversmth closed up shop
and headed to the tavern, news of the British actions at
t he Boston Massacre was shouted out by the town crier. At
the tavern, the evening' s discussion was not only about the
massacre. The silversmth net a young surveyor who had

just returned fromthe Susquehanna River valley area, and a
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nmut ual friend who had fought w th Col onel Washington in the
1750s frontier canpaign joined the two. After an evening
of discussing the massacre and the frontier, the
silversmth headed hone. Once hone, he read a copy of the
Virginia Gazette, which had been posted in his shop,
earlier that day. The second page contai ned an insightful
article fromthe well-respected George Mason. The article
addressed natural rights and freedom from oppression. The
next norning, the silversmth awke and headed to the

cobbl er’s shop to have his boots repaired. Al ong the way,
an ol der man who was an itenerant preacher stood on a step
of the courthouse. The preacher denounced the Anglican
Church and offered salvation to each man, woman, and child
as long as their relationship with God was whol esone, pure,
and foll owed the Bible instead of adhering to sonme nman- nade
church rules. On his way home, the silversmth pondered
the | ast few day’ s occurrences. On his own volition, the
silversmth stopped by the nagazine and joined the mlitia.
He offered up profits fromhis trade to assist in armng
and clothing the mlitianen and made his craftsman skills
avail able to all who denounced tyranny. Although this
exanple was fiction, what it depicted was not. It
denonstrated how ordi nary people were influenced daily by

the forces of Enlightennent, the G eat Awakening, and the
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frontier, and how these people rose to enbrace and support
t he Revol uti on.

I n conclusion, the Anerican Revol ution was born from
great and average nmen whose hearts and m nds were inbued
wth a special spirit and character. The nature of this
spirit and character was generated fromthe confluence of
the Enlightennent, the G eat Awakening, and the frontier.
This is best exenplified with the statement fromthe
Decl aration of I|Independence that ties together portions of
all three. "W hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all nmen are created equal, that they are endowed by their
creator with certain unalienable rights, that anong these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.’* These
words are testanment to the synergistic and unstoppabl e
power of the forces of the Enlightennent, the G eat
Awakeni ng, and the frontier. Fromthese three profound
i nfl uences spawned the genetic conposition of an Ameri can.
A person inbued with an acceptance for new i deas and
t houghts (Enlightennent), with religious tolerance and a
speci al, personal relationship to God (G eat Awakening),
and with an unbridled enthusiasmfor adventure and
W | derness (Frontier). It was within this Anmerican’ s being

and fi ber that the American Revol uti on was i mm nent.

" Billington, et al, 534.
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