JPRS-NEA-87-089 314103
14 SEPTEMBER 1987 |

FOREIGN
BROADCAST
INFORMATION
SERVICE

JPRS Report—

Near East &
South Asia

Approved for public releqse;
Distzi_buﬂog Unlimited

, REPRODUCED BY :
\ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
| NATIONAL TECHNICAL

| INFORMATION SERVICE : /0
| SPRINGFIELD, VA. 22161




JPRS-NEA-87-089
14 SEPTEMBER 1987

NEAR EAST & SOUTH ASIA

CONTENTS

NEAR EAST

REGIONAL

Agricultural Expert Reviews Arab Food Output, Needs
(Khalid Tahsin 'Ali; AL-MUSTAQBAL AL-'ARABI, No 100,

Jun 87) LA A A IR AU I I I R R O O N T SR N SRR,

Mufti Warns Against Trips to West, Enmity of 'Unbelievers'
(Shaykh 'Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abdallah Bin Baz; AL-IRSHAD,

May 87) s eev e PEDP P 00PN IITPERIOLLLIIETEROIEOEIEIBLEOENROEOEOROIOEOREOETBNR OGS

ISRAEL

New Chief of Staff, Dan Shomron, Interviewed
(Ehud Prawer, et al.; BAMAHANE, No 31-32, 29 Apr 87) ....

SHAS Party Described as New Phenomenon
(Moshe Horowitz; KOTERET RASHIT, No 233, 20 May 87) .....

Former Follower Criticizes Gush Emunim Movement
(Ehud Dor; AL HAMISHMAR, 29 May 87) uuveveeeeenveeneeenns

Settlement of Kefar Haveradim Described
(Yehuda Tzur; 'AL HAMISHMAR, 2 JUN 87) vvereeevesenonnnns

Briefs

New Improved Stand for Galil Rifle

-a -

22

25
32
38
45

49



LEBANON

Leftist Journal Reprints Minutes of Monetary Fund Talks
(AL-SAFIR, various datesS) ceseeescocoscsscsssccosssanasss

PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

Hadramawt Witnesses 49 Projects During Second Year of Plan
(14'UKTUBAR’ 1 Jul 87) e 8 S L PP ER P EP OO ELEPOIONIOIOEEIEDIVNOEELEDLES

YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Expatriate Hopes for Peaceful Resolution of Conflict
(Wolfgang Koehler; FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE, 11 Jul 87) ...

SOUTH ASIA

/7310 .

AFGHANISTAN

Current Soviet Tactics, Conduct of Operations Reviewed -
(Albert A. Stahel; SCHWEIZER SOLDAT, May 87) veeevesveees

INDIA

Gandhi Election Eve Speech Stresses Terrorist Problem
(PATRIOT, 13 Jul 87) tueveecescssvsscenceasasascnssseansoss

Tripura Rebels Seek Support From Naga Insurgents
(Sujit Chakraborty; PATRIOT, 11 Jul 87) .eivverececsnsces

- IRAN

Phone-in Program Interviews Foreign Ministry Officials
('Ali Akbar Velayati Interview; Tehran Domestic Service,
23 Aug 87) v.l.-.D..tl..t.....-..’..o..!'lb‘.l.'o.l'....ll.-

Guard Leader Discusses Gulf Strategy, Tactics
(KAYHAN AL_'ARABI’ 4 Jul 87) S8 08 8 00 OPPPEPEEEEEPREIOEIROSESSS

Article Reports on Pipeline Construction
(BLICK DURCH DIE WIRTSCHAFT, 30 Jun 87) weveeevseeecosons

PAKISTAN

PDP Chairman Nasrullah Khan Believes Zia Regime Must End
(Nasrullah Khan Interview; HURMAT, 23 Jun 87) .ueveveecses

Government Failure To Deal With Bomb Blasts Denounced
(Editorial;'NAWA—I—WAQT, 7 Jul 87) IR R RN EE R N N I I N A

Call for All-Parties Conference Seen as Failure of MRD
(Abdul Karim Abid; JASARAT, 27 Jun 87) seeececscossssanss

- b -

50

74

78

82

84

86

104

110

112

115

117



REGIONAL NEAR EAST

AGRICULTURAL EXPERT REVIEWS ARAB FOOD OQUTPUT, NEEDS
Beirut AL-MUSTAQBAL AL—'ARABI in Arabic No 100, Jun 87 pp 68-86

[Article by Dr Khalid Tahsin 'Ali: "The State of Agriculture and Food in the
Arab Nation in the Period 1975-1985: Review and Evaluation"]

[Text] First: The General Picture

The state of agriculture and food in the Arab nation in the last 15 years
(1970-85) has experienced rapid developments which have had repercussions of
the utmost importance in all Arab countries. This period has been
characterized by levels of growth of demand for most agricultural commodities,
especially basic food commodities, which have exceeded the traditional levels
of this growth in previous stages of time. They have also exceeded, to a great
degree, the rates of growth of production, and this has resulted in a rapid
decline in rates of self-sufficiency and an increase in reliance on the
foreign sources of these commodities. In the decade of the seventies, annual
average demand growth came to 4.6 percent and production growth to 1.8
percent. In the period between the mid-seventies and the early part of this
decade this rate was 6.0 percent in the case of demand and 2.5 percent in the
case of production. In the following period (1983-85) some evidence appeared
which would indicate a narrowing of the difference between them, since demand
growth dropped somewhat. There also was some improvement in the growth of
production, although that has not yet been confirmed due to the short duration
of this period because of the great annual discrepancy in production resulting
from the differences in rain seasons: 70 percent of the crop area in the Arab
nation is rainfall farming in addition to the sector of pasture livestock
prevailing in a number of Arab countries (1).

As a result of this great discrepancy between levels of production and demand,
the balance of trade in agricultural commodities has been disrupted in favor
of increased imports. At the start of the decade, a condition existed
throughout the Arab nation as a whole (with large discrepancies among
countries) which verged on total self-reliance, represented by a situation
which verged on equilibrium between export revenues and the cost of
agricultural exports, since the former (in' 1970) accounted for 95 percent of
the latter, and the discrepancy between the two did not exceed $100 million
($1.9 billion in imports to $1.8 billion in exports) (2). At the end of the
period (the average for 1982-84), the cost of imports rose to more than $21




billion (11 samples) (3). Meanwhile, the revenues from exports increased only
by 160 percent (to about $3 billion). The quantities of imports increased
threefold in the period of the last 10 years alone (from 22 to 62 million
tons), while the volume of exports remained around 8 million tons, with no
change worth mentioning.

The figures cited in Table One show these developments.

Table One

Year 1970 1975 1980 1984

Agricultural Imports and Exports

Agricultural Imports

Value (billions of dollars) 1.9 7.5 18.8 21
Quantities (millions of tons) - 22 48 C 62
Average price per ton (dollars) - 430 390 339

Agricultural Exports

Value (billions of dollars) 1.8 2.6 3.4 2.9
Quantities (millions of tons) - 7.7 8.9 7.9
Average price per ton (dollars) - 338 382 367

Average for 3 years, including the year preceding and that following the
year mentioned.

A number of important facts are apparent from the figures cited in Table One:

The main impetus for the increase in imports occurred in the decade of the
seventies, owing to the rapid increase in indigenous population growth, the
flow of foreign labor to a number of Arab countries, in particular the
countries of the Arab Gulf, and also the rapid increase in the incomes of
individuals and the increased spending on food that arose from that,
qualitatively and quantitatively. One should bear in mind that the increase in
individuals' incomes went beyond the oil countries to most other countries
owing to the migration of labor from these to the oil countries or because
they became host to some surplus oil money, or for both reasons, in addition
to the intrinsic growth which the economies of these countries realized during
this period.

The last years of the current decade have witnessed a perceptible retrenchment
in the rate of growth of imports in terms of quantity and price -- in terms of
quantity because of the slackening in the growth of demand and in price for
this reason and because of the perceptible decline in the prices of a number
of agricultural import commodities on world markets. This may be attributed to



the decline in economic conditions in large areas of the Arab nation, because
of the direct and indirect effects of the drop in oil export revenues, and to
uncertain security conditions, which have become widespread in some areas of
the Arab nation, in addition to some improvement in the performance of the
agricultural sector, although the real effects of this improvement are as yet
unclear.

These negative developments have, during this short period of time, led the
Arab world to become the most deficient area of the world in its food output.
The comparisons cited in Table Two show this fact:

Table Two

"Regions Per Capita Net Cost of Agricultural
Imports for Indigenous Population (1984)

(Dollars per Year)
Def'icit Areas

Arab nation 96

Arab Gulf countries (except Iraq) 500
Continent of Europe 68
Continent of Africa 10
Continent of Asia 16
Developing world 0(1)

Surplus Areas

North and Central America (105)
South America : '_ (61)
Oceania _ (520)

(1) Imports equal exports.
(2) [sic] Exports exceed imports.

Second: Agbicultural Production Growth

The acreage of the current agricultural area in the Arab nation is estimated
at about 47 million hectares. The cultivation of 36 million hectares of this
depends on rainfall and the crop density on it comes to 0.7; that is, the
rainfall crop area comes to 25 million hectares. The public and crop acreage
of the irrigated crop area comes to 11 million hectares, farmed with an
agricultural density of 1.0 (that is, one crop per year). Thus the total
annual crop area comes to 36 million hectares. '




The cultivated acreage (crop area) did not realize any significant growth
during the period of the study, since it increased at a rate of no more than
0.2 percent per year., That may be attributed to the relative stability in
grain and oil crop acreage (80 percent of total acreage) and to the drop in
the areas of leguminous crops (by a rate of 1.5 percent per year) compared
with an increase in the areas of sugar and tuberous crops, fruit and
vegetables ranging from 2 to 4 percent a year.

The figures cited in Table Three show the growth rates of agricultural
production in general and the various crop groups during the period of the
study. The following facts are apparent:

Agricultural production in general during the past 15 years (1970-85) grew at
a low rate of 2.2 percent per year and was lowest (1.8 percent) during the
decade of the seventies. The growth in foodstuffs was not very different from
general production growth.

The growth of plant crop production was much slower than the growth of.
livestock production and in general did not amount to 2 percent a year,
compared with double this rate in the case of livestock production. That may
basically be attributed to the severe decline in rates -of growth of grain
crops, which were less than 1 percent a year, and also to the factor of
negative growth or the suspension of growth of some other crops, especially
vegetables and o0il and fodder crops. :

Among vegetable crops, sugar and tuberous crops and vegetables realized high
growth rates, ranging from 4 to 6 percent a year.

From the above, it may be observed that the performance of irrigated crops
(sugar and tuberous crops and fruit and vegetables) was better than that of
rainfall crops, since the level of performance dropped the greater the
percentage of area of crops dependent on rain became, as is clear from the
performance of the oil crops. The peanut and sesame crop, most of which is
. grown in the Savanna area of the Sudan, accounts for most of the production of
these crops in the Arab nation, and the same is true with respect to
leguminous crops, whose cultivation is widespread in the winter rain belt in
the Arab east and North Africa, and the average performance of both of these
groups was negative in the period 1970-85. The drop in the growth of grain
crops may also to a large extent be attributed to the reliance of a large
proportion of their cultivation on rain (white corn, barley and millet and a
high proportion of the wheat acreage, for instance). The phenomenon of the low
productivity of rainfall crops may be attributed not just to the seasonal
fluctation in rainfall but also to the spread of this cultivation in border
areas where this fluctuation is intense, in addition to the prevalence of
primitive traditional production techniques in this cultivation compared with
irrigated farming.

Consideration of the superior performance of the livestock production sector
calls for extreme caution, because a major part of the growth of this
production has been realized at the expense of the productivity of natural
pastures which a large segment of Arab livestock depends on, as is apparent



from the serious deterioration in the productivity of these pastures owing to
excessive grazing in the past few decades and the spread of the phenomenon of
desert: encroachment. An additional part of this growth may also be attributed
to the increase in the use of imported fodder grains, especially barley, for
feeding livestock and corn for feeding poultry. Therefore, a high proportion
of livestock production growth has been realized at high economic cost because
of a drain on natural resources or has been a superficial, unreal growth
dependent on activities of processing imported intermediate commodities.

Table Three

Crop Groups Average Annual'Gfowth‘for thé Periods (Percenﬁ)
| 1970-85 1971-80 “1580-85
Agricultural production | 2.2 | 1.8 | 2.4
Foodstuffs ' 2.3 . g 2.2 : 2.3
Plant .‘cr_'ops. : 1.9 1.7 1.4
Grain ’. ' o | 0.9 0.5 . 0.7
Tuberous cr'ops“ o 6.3 ,. : 0;5 ' 0.7
Sugar crops 4.6 3.4 S )
Leguminous: crops -0.8 -0.8 | 1.2
0il cfops  : : =01 1 -4.5
Fiber crops . | 0.9 24 1.8
Animal ‘p;-O‘d;zcéé - 4.2 2.6 5.1
Meat o | 8 3 5.5
Milk - | » on2 1.1 34
Eggs . o 88 93 . 1.1
Vegetébles  “ 4,1 Mé S 2.7
Fruit - 2.1 2.1 1.8

The rates of growth cited in this table have been calculated with respect to
production indices, which represent changes in the value of production
(quantities ‘times prices). They thus do not always correspond to the rates of
growth of the production quantities cited in the following part of this study,
which investigates developments in production and demand for various
agricultural commodities. . :




Third: Developments by Crop

1. Grain: Grain crops occupy first place in Arab agricultural output in terms
of area, which in the past 15 years ranged from 22 to 24 million hectares,
representing close to two thirds the total annual crop acreage. The cultivated
area and yield of grain did not register a significant increase during this
period (approximately 0.5 percent a year each), and this led to a growth in
production of no more than 1 percent a year. Table Four shows these
developments for the period 1975-84:

Table Four: Grain

Year (1) 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 22.2 22.7 23.8
Yield (kilograms per hectare) 1,089 1,091 1,075 .
Production (millions of tons) 243 24.8 25.6
Demand (2) (millions of tons) 34.9 47.1 56
Self-sufficiency (percent) 70 : 53 46

(1) The years mentioned in this and corresponding following tables represent
the average of 3 years, the year mentioned and the following and preceding
years. '

(2) Demand equals production plus imports minus exports, in this and the
corresponding following tables.

Because of the rapid growth in the rates of demand, which approached 5 percent
a year (6.1 percent in the period 1975-80 and 3.5 percent in the period 1980~
84), sufficiency levels dropped with great alacrity, from 70 to 46 percent in
the last 10 years (this rate was 84 percent in 1970). The grain gap now
exceeds 30 million tons, while it was around 10 million tons in 1975 and just
4 million tons in 1970.

A. Wheat occupies first place among grain crops in terms of area and quantity
of production (about 35 percent in terms of area and 40 percent in terms of
production in 1984). Because of the great fluctuation in rainfall, on which
most of the cultivation of this crop still depends, production fluctuated
during the past years from 7 to 12 million tons. The acreage cultivated
gradually declirned, while yield registered an obvious improvement, especially
Wwith respect to the average for the past 3 years. However, most of this
improvement can be attributed to the quality of the rain season in the case of
the 1984-85 crop.

Because of the retrenchment in the growth of production and the rapid increase
in the growth of demand (4.3 percent per year), wheat imports increased and
the levels of self-sufficiency in wheat dropped by a large level, as the
figures in Table Five show.



Table Five: Wheat

Year ) | 1975 1980 1984
Crop-acreage (million‘hectares)<“ | 9.2‘ - © 8.4 © 8.1
Yield (kilograms per hectare) . 1,000 1,060 1,235
Production (millions of tons) 9.4 89 10
Demand (millions of tons) 19.4 | 25 ' 29.6
Self-sufficiency (peréent)-" 48 36 34

It is clear from the preceding table that the wheat gap, which has approached
20 million tons a year, now accounts for two-thirds of the total grain gap,
and local grain production now meets only one third of requirements. This is
an extremely important and serious gap, in view of the special status of
wheat, which makes it the food commodity of prime strategic importance in the
Arab region. The particular importance of this commodity arises from a
combination of a number of factors and considerations which do not occur in

conjunction in the case of any other commodity., One can summarize these as
follows:

All Arab countries have become net importers of this commodity (except for
Saudi Arabia, which realized and passed beyond self-sufficiency in 1985; some
other Arab countries have attained such sufficiency in good rain seasons, for
instance Morocco, Tunisia and Syria).

The source of most wheat exports on world markets (85 percent) is restricted
to a very small number of countries, most of which belong to a single
political orientation. The United States of America possesses the greatest

markets for this crop, and shares them with France, Canada, Australia and
Argentina.

Wheat imports now represent a high share of total Arab agricultural imports
(30 percent in terms of quantity and 20 percent in terms of price).

It is the most widely used food commodity, since all population classes in the
Arab nation consume it, regardless of income levels, especially since its use
is now widespread among rural societies and it has started to take the place
of some other traditional gralns such as barley and white and yellow corn.

Average per capita Arab wheat consumption is large, ranging from a minimum of
100 kilograms per year (in the two Yemens) to more than 350 kilograms per year
in other countries such as Syria. Therefore it has become the most important
source of caloric food energy, since it provides 45 percent of total per
capital food energy of the Arab population on the average.

Finally, it is a difficult commodity to substitute with another one -- a
measure which requirements might dictate in natural, security, political or




economic circumstances that might lead to difficulty or impossibility in
obtaining adequate wheat supplies or be the result of the high wheat price in
world markets.

Seven Arab countries control 97 percent of Arab wheat production. These are
Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. However,
production in the initial five countries has fluctuated greatly because most
of their acreage relies on rain, which affects the levels of self-sufficiency
in this crop.

B. Barley is considered the second grain crop after wheat in terms of acreage
(26 percent) and quantity of production (18 percent) in the average for the
period 1983-85. Since barley cultivation is common to the most arid rainfall
areas, yield and consequently production are therefore greatly affected by the
rain season, since production in the period of the past 10 years has ranged
from 2.3 to 6.7 million tons. The figures in Table Six show developments in
production and demand for barley during the past 10 years.

These developments reflect the discrepancy between the rate of growth of
production, which was about 1.2 percent a year, basically owing to an increase
in acreage and drop in yield, and the rate of growth of demand, which came to
8.6 percent a year. This high level of demand growth may be attributed to the
increase in the use of barley in feeding dairy and meat livestock, which has
led to a rapid drop in the level of self-sufficiency and an increase in annual
barley imports to more than 5 million tons.

Five countries control the production of more than 95 percent of this crop
(1985). These are, respectively, Morocco, Algeria, Iraq, Syria and Tunisia.

Table Six: Barley

Year 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 5.2 6 6.2
Yield (kilograms per hectafé) 790 800 730
Production (millions of tons) 4.1 4.8 4,6
Demand (millions of tons) by 7.1 10
Self-sufficiency (percent) 92 68 46

C. White corn and millet. These two crops together come next among grain crops
in terms of quantity of production, although their total acreage exceeds that
of barley. Table Seven shows developments in the production and demand for
these two crops.



Table Seven: White Corn and Millet

Year 1975 1980 - 1984

Crop acreage (million hectares) 5.6 6.1 C T
Yield (kilograms per hectare) 820 ' 750 550
Production (millions of tons) 4.6 4.6 3.9

Table Seven shows the extent of the fluctuation in yield, which arises
basically from big differences in rainfall, since most of the acreage of these
two crops is cultivated in summer rain regions in the Sudan, followed by
Somalia and the two Yemens. In spite of the perceptible improvement in the
area farmed, production has declined by a perceptible rate in recent years
because of the severe drought cycle which led to the well known drought in the
African Sahel area (including the Sudan). Had it not been for the great
improvement in rainfall in the 1984-85 season, which for example led to a more
than threefold increase in the Sudan's production of white corn compared with
the preceding season (3.6 million and 1.1 million tons), the average yield

(cited in Table Seven, with respect to the 1984 average) would have dropped to
a great extent. .

The Arab nation is considered self-sufficient in the production of these two

crops. In a good season white corn is one of the Sudan's major agricultural
exports.

D. Yellow corn farming depends basically on artificial irrigation in the Arab
nation. For this reason, and because most of it is farmed in the Sudan, the
yield of this crop has experienced noticeable improvement. Table Eight shows
developments in production and demand for this crop.

Table Eight: Yellow Corn

Year ‘ 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 1.49 1.4§ "1.56
Yield (kilograms per hectare) 2,360 2,520 . 2,640
Production (millions of tons) 3.52 3.73 4,13
Demand (millions of tons) vb . Who 6.37  8.22
Self-sufficiency (percent) - 80 59 | : 50

The figures cited in Table Eight indicate a moderate, constant improvement in
yield (1.7 percent per year), but that is because of the relative stability in
the acreage farmed. Production growth has not greatly exceeded the level of
improvement in yield. Because of the reliance of the modern poultry industry
on this commodity, which is the main component of poultry fodder, and the
rapid expansion in this production in all Arad countries, demand for this




commodity has increased at a high rate, since its rate of growth in the past
10 years came to 6.7 percent a year, which led to a decline in the rate of
self-sufficiency from 80 to 50 percent.

Egypt controls 85 percent of the production of this crop (1985), followed by
Morocco (7 percent), then Somalia (2 percent).

E. The rice crop, in its cultivation, depends entirely on artificial
irrigation in the Arab nation. Because of the high productivity of this crop
relative to other grain crops in the Arab nation, rice production accounts for
10 percent of total grain production, although its agricultural acreage has
not exceeded 2 percent of total grain acreage. The figures cited in Table Nine
show the developments in production and demand for this crop.

Table Nine: Rice

Year 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 512 491 476
Yield (kilograms per hectare) 4,920 5,295 5,190
Production (millions of tons) 2.52 2.60 2.47
Demand (millions of tons) 3.04 3.93 4.37
Self-sufficiency (percent) 82 66 56

It is clear from these figures that rice production was more or less stable
during the past 10 years because of the relative stagnation in both yield and
acreage farmed, while demand for this commodity rose at a rate of 5.0 percent
per year; thus the rate of self-sufficiency dropped from 83 percent to 56
percent.

Rice production is almost restricted to Egypt, whose output accounts for 95
percent of total Arab production, followed by Iraq (2 percent). Algeria,
Mauritania, Morocco, Somalia and the Sudan produce token amounts.

2, Tuberous crops: Tuberous crops are considered crops whose production
reached high growth levels, totalling 4.8 percent a year in the past 10 years.
That was the result of corresponding growth in the acreage farmed (2.7
percent) and yield (2.1 percent). Therefore the production of these crops to a

large extent kept abreast of the levels of growth of demand, as Table 10
shows.

This group includes potatoes, sweet potatoes, poi, squash and yams. However,
potatoes are the most important and widespread of these, since their output
(1985) accounted for 88 percent of total production of this group. These
crops, especially potatoes, whose average yield came to 12.7 tons per hectare
(1985) and more than 20 tons per hectare in some Arab countries, are
considered among the highest in plant crop yield (see Table 10).
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Table 10: Tuberous Crops

Year ‘ 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 300 348 377
Yield (kilograms per hectare) 8,700 10;350 16,400
Production (millions of tons) 2.60 - 3.60 3.92
Demand (millions of tons) 2.55 2.90 4,29
Self-sufficiency (percent) 102 92 91

3. Sugar crops: The production of sugar crops (sugar cane and sugar beets)
attained good growth in the past 10 years, totalling 3.8 percent a year in the
case of cane and 6.7 percent in the case of beets. As far as cane goes, this
may be attributed to the increase in the acreage farmed and, in the case of
beets, to the increase in yield (3.5 percent a year) and acreage farmed (1.6 a
year). Therefore, total sugar production realized a growth of 6.1 percent a
year in this period. This growth to a large extent has kept abreast of the
growth of demand, which came to 6.7 percent a year. Therefore, the rate of
self-sufficiency, basically low, has remained as it was, with some decline.
Table 11 shows the development of production and demand for these two crops.

Sugar cane production is confined to a small number of countries, most
important of which are Egypt then the Sudan. Their production of this crop
accounts for 91 percent of Arab output (60 percent in the case of Egypt and 31
percent in the case of the Sudan in 1985), followed by Morocco (5 percent),
then Somalia (3 percent). It is worth pointing out that the Sudan has realized
a great increase in production of this crop, which has expanded fourfold since
the beginning of this decade. That may be attributed to the completion of the
operation of the biggest sugar project in the Sudan, the Kananah sugar
project. With respect to beets, Morocco occupies first place, its beet
production accounts for 63 percent of total Arab production (1985), and it and
Egypt produce about 80 percent of the crop. Algeria, Lebanon, Morocco and
Tunisia share the remainder.




Table 11: Sugar crops

Year 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 202 241 201
Cane ' 121 147 191

Beets 81 94 110

Yield (tons per hectare)

Cane ' 80.5 75.9 T4.2
Beets 27.1 20.9 28.4
Production (millions of tons) 11.94 14.06 18.39
Cane 9.74 11.15 14.17
Beets _ 2.20 2.91 4,22

Table 12 shows the development of production of and demand for sugar as well.

. Table 12: Sugar

Year 1975 1980 - 1984
Production (thousands of tons) 1,032 1,319 1,871
Demand (thousands of tons) 3,130 4,784 5,991
Self-sufficiency (percent) 32 28 31

4., Leguminous crops: Leguminous crops include a large number of crops. Their
total production came to 1.2 million tons (1985). The most important of these
are fava beans (54 percent of total production), lentils, Indian peas, oats,
kidney beans, string beans, lima beans and lupine beans. The cultivation of
these crops is widespread by different types in most Arab countries, but the
most important producing countries are Egypt, Syria, Morocco and Tunisia.

The production of these crops as a group realized negative growth in the past
10 years. That may be attributed to a decline in yield, because of the
reliance of a large proportion of their cultivation on rains, as well as in
the acreage farmed. As regards demand, that realized an average growth of 2
percent a year, which led to a drop in the rate of self-sufficiency in these
crops from their high level 10 years ago (96 percent) to T4 percent. Table 13
shows these developments.

12



Table 13: Leguminous Crops

Year o : 1975 1980 1984
Crop acreage (million hectares) 1.51 . 1.24 -~ 1.38
Yield (kilograms per hectare) 896 825 872
Production (millions of tons) 1.35 1.12 1.20
Demand (millions of tons) 1.40 1.48 1.63
Self-sufficiency (percent) 96 76 T4

5. 0il crops: The most important oil crops in the Arab nation are cotton
seeds, followed by peanuts and sesame. The production of these crops accounts
respectively for 59, 20 and 12 percent of total 1985 production (aside from
olives) (91 percent of total production for the three crops), which comes to
2.38 milion tons. Three other crops, soybeans, castor seeds and sunflowers,
account for most of the remaining share.

Most Arab countries suffer from a deficit in oil crop production and few of
them produce surpluses in some categories of these crops, for instance the
Sudan in the case of. peanuts and sesame and some North African countries,
especially Tunisia, in the case of olives. However, the total balance of trade
in these crops, in particular their oil and oil cake products (which are the
residues remaining after the extraction of the oil), is negative, especially
in the case of oil cakes, for which demand is increasing at high rates because
they are an important element in the comp031t10n of poultry and llvestock
fodder (as a protein source).

The most important of the Arab nation's imports of these crops, in addition to
soybean oil cake, which is the main source of protein concentrates in poultry
fodder, are palm oil, sunflower oil, coconut oil, cottonseed oil, soya oil and
peanut oil cake, The figures cited in Table 14 show the developments in the
production of the most important oil crops. -

Table 14: 0il Crops'
Crop : Cottonseed | Peanuts. - Sesame

1975 1980 1985 1975 1980 1985 1975 1980 1985

Crop area (thou- = § ,
sands of hectares) 1,355 1,115 1,051 930 1,025 T20 1,135 1,035 1,170

Yield (kilograms § , . .
per hectare) - 1,040 1,155 1,350 1,100 840 660 280 300 - 242

Production (thou-
sands of tons) 1,410 1,285 1,420 1,023 860 480 317 311 280




From Table 14, it can be noted that cottonseed production retained its level
during the past ‘10 years as a result of a drop in cotton acreage and
improvement in yield. Peanut production declined by a large ratio during the
period (by a rate of 7.3 percent a year) because of the joint effect of the
drop in acreage (2.4 percent a year) and yield (5.0 percent a year), and
sesame production declined, although by a lower percentage (1.1 percent a
year). This decline in the two crops may be attributed to the long drought
cycle which afflicted the African Savanna area, since most of these two crops
are dry-farmed in the Sudan.

The current (1985) level of demand for 011 crops (olives and oil cakes) is
estimated at about 5.15 million tons. Net imports of them (following the
reduction in exports) came to about 2.97 million tons, while average
production in the past 3 years came to 2.20 tons (aside from olives).

The level of self-sufficiency in these commodities is therefore currently
about 42 percent. A decline in this percentage in the coming years is also
expected, especially because of the increase in imports of oil cakes used in
feeding poultry and livestock and because foreseeable production resources are
not encouraging owing to the improbability of an increase in cotton acreage
and because the cultivation of the two other major crops (peanuts and sesame)
is greatly affected by the climatic cycles in the areas of their cultivation
in the African Savanna. The most important resources for increasing production
in the short term may lie in the expansion of soybean cultivation because of
the abundance of its yield and the success of previous experiments in
cultivating it in a number of countries, most important of which is Egypt.

6. Fiber crops: The production of plant fiber in the Arab nation is largely
restricted to cotton, the bulk of whose production is controlled by three
countries, Egypt, the Sudan and Syria, in order, whose production of cotton
staple (1985) accounts for 51, 28 and 21 percent respectively. Cotton
production in the past 10 years has experienced some improvement, but because
of the increase in the level of local demand exports have also remained at
their previous levels, as the figures cited in Table 15 show.

Table 15: Cotton Staple

Year 1975 1980 1984
Production (thousands of tons) 734 762 822
Exports (thousands of tons) 350 320 360
Local demand (thousands of tons) 384 Ly2 462
Self-sufficiency (percent) 190 172 178

Thus cotton staple remains one of the most important Arab agricultural
exports, since the income from cotton exports in the past 3 years (1983-85)
comes to $890 million, which accounted for 30 percent of total Arabd
agricultural export receipts.
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7. Vegetables: Vegetables, as is well known, include a large number of crops,
the most important of which in the Arab nation, in terms of volume of
production and agricultural acreage, are tomatoes, onions, cucumbers,
watermelons and canteloupe. -

Vegetables are among the crops whose production has registered perceptible
growth during the past 10 years, and that may be attributed to the large
number of their types and the various categories of each type and consequently
the ease in finding types and categories suited to the natural environment.
These types and categories are also well distributed among various production
seasons, and their high yield also helps the production of large quantities in
a narrow agricultural area, which enables most Arab countries with limited
water resources to produce a large percentage of their requirements. In
addition, the method of protected farming in the production of numerous
vegetables (especially tomatoes and cucumbers) has become widespread lately,
and these developed methods have helped increase yield several times over,
especially in the environment of severe heat and cold, to extend the
production season and increase the number of productive cycles in each year.

Vegetable production has realized an average growth of 3.1 percent per year,
since production has increased from about 16 million tons in 1975 to more than
22 million tons in 1985. Because of the flexibility of use among most
vegetables, that is, the possibility of shifting demand from one type to
another (except for certain types, such as tomatoes, onions and watermelon),

the Arab nation in general enjoys a situation close to self-sufflclency in
overall production of these crops.

8. Fruit: Total fruit production in the Arab nation came to 11.7 million tons
in 1985.

Table 16: Fruit

Category ' Production
.Million tons Percent

Vines 442 38
Citrus fruit 2,40 21
Dates 1.76 iS
Apples 0.48 4
Bananas 0.41 _ 3
Other 2.19 19

Total 11.66 100.




Fruit production registered moderate growth during the past 10 years,
totalling on an average 2.0 percent a year. The most important exceptions
include dates, whose production during the period declined by 13 percent. That
may basically be attributed to the great decline in the production of this
crop in Iraq, where output dropped from about 600,000 tons in 1980
(representing 28 percent of Arab production and 22 percent of world
production) to what is now on a preliminary basis estimated at just 100,000
tons (1985). In any event, Arab date production (1985) continued to represent
70 percent of world production, and the production of four Arab countries,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Algeria and Iraq, represents 70 percent of Arab
production.

Exports of fruit, most important of which are citrus fruit, dates, apples and
vine products (wine), are among the most important agricultural exports of a
number of Arab countries. The Arab nation imports quantities of high-priced
fruit and some fruit products (such as juice). In general, the balance of
trade in these products has preserved a sort of equilibrium. Therefore, and
because of flexibility in the substitution of various fruit types, the Arab
nation has continued to retain a high level of self-sufficiency in these erops
and their products.

9. Meat: Meat production in the Arab nation is distributed in roughly equal
proportions among three sources, as shown (1983-85 average).

Category Production

Thousands of tons Percent
Cattle and buffalo 960 32
Sheep and goats 930 31
Poultry . 1,005 34
Other 100 4
Total 2,995 100

All in all, meat production realized good growth during the last 10 years. On
the average, in the case of red meat (cattle, buffalo, sheep and goats), this
came to 3.8 percent a year and in the case of poultry meat to 10.9 percent a
year. The latter is considered the highest growth rate to have been attained
by any agricultural product. Thus the contribution of this meat to total
production rose from one fifth in 1975 to more than one third in 1984. Table
17 shows developments in production and demand for meat.

It should be observed from Table 17 that total meat demand realized growth
which on the average was higher than the average growth of production during
the total period (7.2 percent compared to 5.2 percent) and led to a decline in
levels of self-sufficiency from 84 to 70 percent. The meat gap increased from
about 350,000 to nearly 1.3 million tons. It is also to be noted that most of

this gap occurrd during the second half of the past decade because of very
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rapid growth in demand (an average of 9.5 percent a year) in comparison with
the subsequent period, in which demand growth levels declined to 4.9 percent a
year and became roughly equal to average production growth (5.0 percent a
year), This indicates the possibility that levels of self-sufficiency will
improve or at least fail to decline in the foreseeable future, especially
since the possibilities for increasing red meat production have continued to
be expanding greatly in countries with abundant sources of natural pasturage
(such as the Sudan) and in those which have not achieved good integration
between plant and animal production in their agricultural systems (by
introducing fodder crops into the agricultural cycles), such as Iraq. It is
also necessary to affirm what had previously been stated regarding poultry
production, which is the reliance of this production on imported accessories,
since there is still broad scope in a number of Arab countries to expand the
cultivation of fodder grains and produce oil cakes (such as soya and peanut
cakes) to liberate this important production (poultry) as much as possible
from dependence on foreign sources.

Table 17: Meatv

Year | ' 1975 1980 1984
Production B |
Livestock meat (thousands of tons) 1,390 1,640 1,890
‘Poultry‘meat (thousands of toné) 375 605 : 1;005
Other meat (thousands of tons) 25 65 100
Total meat (thousands of tons) 1,790 2,310 2,995
Demand o ' 2,140 3,366 4,280
Self-sufficiency (percent) 84 69 70

10. Milk: The available statistics (4) on milk production in the Arab nation
show the breakdown cited in Table 18.

Table 18

Source 1975 1980 1984
Cattle (thousands of tons) 3,900 5,000 6,150
Buffalo (thousands of tons) 1,195 1,280 1,350
Sheep (thousands of tons) - : 1,150 - 1,580 1,865
Goats (thousands of tons) 1,270 v1,490 1,645
Total production (thbuéands of tons) 7,515 - 9,350 -.11,010
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It is to be noted from the table that cattle milk represents more than 50
percent of total production, and this percentage increased during the past 10
years (from 52 percent to 56 percent). Buffaloes, sheep and goats produce the
remaining half in approximately similar percentages. These figures also
indicate that milk production in general has realized an average growth of 5.1
percent a year.

Table 19 shows the quantity of milk livestock and its productivity in the Arab
nation.

Table 19: Quantity and Productivity of Milk Livestock

Year 1975 1980 1984

Type Number Productivity Number Productivity Number Productivity
(Mill- (kilograms (Mill- (kilograms (Mill- (kilograms
ion) per head) ion) per head) ion) per head)

Cattle 6.2 635 T.7 651 9.3 660

Buffalo: 1 1,146 1.1 . 1,150 1.1 1,175

Sheep 32 52 28.1 56 33.3 56

Goats 14.7 86 17.1 87 18.4 89

The figures in the table show an extremely low productivity level, especially
with respect to cattle, the main source of this production, which on an
average did not exceed 650 kilograms per head per year. That may basically be
attributed to the high percentage (70 percent) of pasture cattle, which are
raised by primitive methods on natural pastures distributed among many Arab
countries, the most important of which are the Sudan, Somalia and Mauritania
(25.5 million of the Arab total, which comes to 36.2 million head). It is to
be observed that average world milk production per cow comes to three times
the Arab level (about 2,000 kilograms per head), and that Arab cattle which to
a large extent are derived from imported foreign milk cattle have realized or
exceeded this world level.

Since the commerce in milk products includes a large number of commodities
produced from milk, it is not possible to provide international figures on
these products in terms of their fresh milk equivalents, because their share
of the import and export trade differs from the share in the case of milk.
Therefore, it has not been feasible to calculate total demand and consequently
rates of self-sufficiency.

In an attempt to overcome this difficulty, we herewith cite some indices on
the milk product trade and their repercussions on the level of self-
sufficiency.

Imports of dried separated (fat-free) milk since 1978 doubled, and imports of
animal fat increased by 65 percent during the same period. These two products
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are used in the production of liquid milk (by mixing them and adding them to
water and homogenizing and pasteurizing the mixture). A high percentage of
milk industries in the Arab nation depend on the use of these imported
materials, and, by converting the imported quantities of these two products to
their equivalents in liquid milk, it is clear that this equivalent is equal to
3.75 million tons (1985).

By using the same method in converting different types of imported milk (dried
milk with whole fat, concentrated milk and fresh milk), it is clear that the
imports of these products are equal to an additional million tons of fresh
milk.

In addition to that, the Arab nation's cheese imports came to about 170,000
tons and butter imports to 194,000 tons in 1985.

Using the fresh milk equivalent of the imports of various kinds of milk and
fat, the rate of self-sufficiency for the year 1975 came to about 70 percent.
By adding imports of butter and cheese, which are extracted from 2.4 million

tons of milk, the self-sufficiency level by this measurement declined to about
60 percent.

By comparing the development of net imports since 1978, it is apparent that
these imports grew by an average of 10 percent a year. These high growth
levels reflect the low levels of milk consumption in the Arab nation and the
obvious trend toward an increase in the per capita share of milk as a result
of the increase in per capita incomes and health awareness among the
population.

11. Eggs: Egg production recorded very high rates of growth, since production
in the past 10 years increased by 250 percent, from less than 200,000 tons
(1975) to 732,000 tons (1985).

Table 20: Developments in Egg Production and Demand

Year | 1975 1980 1984
Production (thousands of tons) 320 507 689
Demand (thousands of tons) 360 622 843
Self-sufficiency (percent) 88 ' 81 81

It should be observed that the growth rates of demand in the first 5 years
were higher than those of production (11.6 percent compared to 11.2 percent a
year), and this led to a decline in the self-sufficiency rate from 88 percent
to 81 percent. In subsequent years, the growth rates of demand and production
were equal (6.2 percent per year) and therefore the self-sufficiency rate
remained at its former level (81 percent). With respect to the average for
each period, the growth rates of demand were a little higher (8 9 percent)
than productlon growth (8.5 percent).




12. Tobacco, coffee and tea: The Arab nation's production of these three
commodities is nearly restricted to tobacco, whose output in 1985 came to
about 70,000 tons, representing 29 percent of total demand and just 1 percent
of total world production. Seventy percent of the production is confined to
the countries of the Arab east, especially Iraq and Syria. Coffee production
is restricted to minor quantities, no longer more than 4,000 tons produced in
Arab Yemen and a little in Democratic Yemen, while the total demand for this
commodity (1985) came to 162,000 tons; that is, local production is slightly
more than 2 perceat of total demand. :

Tea production is almost nonexistent in the Arab nation (except for minor
quantities in the far south of the Sudan), while demand for it (1985) came to
220,000 tons.

The importance of these three commodities is attributable to their high prices
and consequently the high cost of their imports, as is shown in Table 21.

Table 21: Imports of Tobacco, Coffee and Tea

Year 1985 (Millions of Dollars).
Net tobacco and tobacco products imports 950
Coffee imports 222
Tea imports _ 627
Total 1,919

By reviewing Table 21, the cost of imports of these commodities now account
for 10 percent of net Arab agricultural imports (after deduction of receipts
from exports).
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This 'study was prepared by assignment from the Center of Arab Unity Studies
for the purposes of the draft of the study "Overview of the Future of the Arab
nation which the center is carrying out. ESCWA is to be thanked for providing
the services of the author to the center to prepare this study, which
represents the first part of a broader study dealing with future
considerations, and AL-MUSTAQBAL AL-'ARABI hopes to publish it in a future
issue. i -

(1) Further to show the effect of this element, note the percentages of
difference in agricultural output in the former years of this decades

Year - 1981-82 1982-83 " 1983-84  1084-85 . Average
Percent W7 2.1 -1.9 10.5 _ 3

(2) In 1970 the structure of Arab agricultural exports and imports was as
follows: exports, cotton (35 percent of total revenues), fruit, vegetables and
their products (26 percent), oil crops (8 percent), grain (7 percent), animal
products (4 percent) and other (18 percent); imports, grain (25 percent),
animal products (15 percent), the coffee, tea and tobacco group (15 percent),
0il crops and sugar (13 percent each) and other products (18 percent).

(3) This value does not include imports of fish and forest products and also
agricultural production equipment and accessories which, while they are not
agricultural commodities, are necessary for local agricultural production.

(4) It is necessary to warn that statistics related to livestock in most Arab
countries are the least precise agricultural statistics and might be closer to
guessing than to tabulation, since the tabulation of livestock is a difficult
process, especially in countries where the pasture livestock sector dominates,
and it takes place once every few years and it is believed that the statistics
related to milk are the least accurate of these because of the nature of this

production. ‘ : ‘ ‘ '
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REGIONAL , NEAR EAST

MUFTI WARNS AGAINST TRIPS TO WEST, ENMITY OF 'UNBELIEVERS'

Sanaa AL-IRSHAD in Arabic May 87 p 45

[Article by Shaykh 'Abd-al-'Aziz 'Abdallah Bin Baz, General Director of the
Department of Religious Research, Legal Opinions, Call, and Guidance: 'Warning
Against Travel to the Countries of Nonbelievers and its Threat to Religion and
Morals"]

[Text] Praise be to God alone; blessings and peace be upon the last of all
prophets, our prophet Muhammad, and upon his kinsfolk, his companions, and his
followers until the day of judgment.

God has bestowed many gifts upon this nation, endowed it with many unique
advantages, and made it the best nation ever brought forth to men, bidding to
honor, forbidding dishonor, and believing in God. The greatest of these gifts
is the blessing of Islam, which God sanctioned for his servants as a creed and
a way of life, and with which he crowned the blessings bestowed upon his ser-
vants and perfected religion for them. God said: "Today I have perfected your
religion for you, and have completed my blessing upon you, and I have approved
Islam for your religion." However, the enemies of Islam are envious of this
the greatest of all blessings, their hearts have been filled with hatred and
anger, their spirits have overflowed with enmity and malice toward this religion
and its followers. They desire to rob Muslims of this blessing or remove it
from them, just as the Almighty says in describing the sentiments of their
hearts: '"They wish that you should disbelieve as they disbelieve, and then

~ you would be equal." The Almighty also says: "O believers, take not for your
intimates outside yourselves; such men spare nothing to ruin you; they yearn
for you to suffer. Hatred has already shown itself of their mouths, and what
their breasts conceal is yet greater. Now we have made clear to you the signs,
if you understand.”" God says: "If they come to you they will be enemies to
you and stretch against you their hands and their tongues, to do you evil, and
they wish that you may disbelieve." Almighty God says: "They will not cease
to fight with you, till they turn you from your religion, if they are able."

There are many verses that prove the enmity of the unbelievers toward Muslims.
Those verses indicate that unbelievers will spare no effort to attain the
goal of harming Muslims. They employ many methods, both overt and covert.
One of these methods is the distribution of brochures by some travel agencies
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which call upon Muslims to spend their school vacations and other vacations
in Europe and America on the pretext of learning English. Another method is

to plan a detailed program for the traveler; these programs include many
items, such as the following:

A. Choosing an infidel family to put up the student, with the many dangers
that this implies.

B. Concerts, plays and shows in the city where the student stays.
C. Visits to dance halls and other entertainment centers.
D. Disco dancing with young infidel women, and dance contests.

E. One mention of the entertainment centers in an infidel city includes the
following: mnight cluhs, discotheques, jazz and rock concerts, modern music,
theaters and movie houses, common infidel bars.

Such brochures aim at achieving many déngerous goals; including the following:
1. Leading young Muslims astray.énd captivating their souls.

2. Corrupting mora1s~and fostering-depravity by facilitating evii.

3. Shaking a Musiim's faith in his religi;n.

4, Céusing Muslims to admire tﬁe 1ifeéty1e of infidels.

5.  Encouraging Muslims td adopt-ﬁanyvof the evil wéys‘and customs‘of infidels.

6. Instilling a disregard for Islam and indifference towards its virtues and
precepts.

7. Recruitment of Muslim youth for the task of advocating travel to infidel
countries once they have returned from these trips and have assimilated the
ideas, customs and lifestyles of the infidels.

There are other dangerous goals that the enemies of Islam are striving to
achieve with all their might, employing a variety of .covert and overt methods.
They often hide behind Arabic names and national organizations to inflict .
greater harm, guard against suspicion, and blind Muslims to their intentions
in Islamic countries. Therefore, I am warning my brother Muslims, in this
country as well as all other Muslim countries, lest they should be deceived
and influenced by such brochures. I call upon them to exercise caution and
care, and to accept no such items; for such items represent deadly poison and
constitute plots woven by the enemies of Islam designed to deprive Muslims

- of their religion, instill doubt in their faith, and spread dissension among
them; God says of those enemies in His revealed book: '"Never will the Jews
be satisfied with thee, neither the Christian, not till thou followest their




religion." I admonish the guardians of students in particular to protect
their sons: refuse their request to travel abroad because of the harm it
causes and the corruption it brings on their religion, their morals, and their
country, as previously stated. I also admonish those guardians to direct
their sons to the wholesome places of recreation and summer resorts in their
own countries--and thankfully there are many of them. In this way, they can do
without places, the desired end can be achieved, and our youth can be spared
the dangers, the troubles, the disastrous consequences, and the difficulties
which threaten them in foreign countries. I ask Almighty God to defend our
country and the rest of the Muslim countries, as well as their sons and ::
daughters, from all harm or evil, to save them from the schemes and devices

of the enemy, and to turn the trickery of enemies against themselves. Like-
wise, I beseech God to provide our leaders, and all [other] Muslim leaders,
with whatever means is needed to eradicate such harmful propaganda and
dangerous brochures; I also beseech Him to grant those leaders every means of
guiding his worshipers and our countries to prosperity. He is in charge of
this matter and able to accomplish it.

God grant His Blessings, peace, and mercy to his servant and messenger, our
prophet Muhammad, and to his kinsfold, his companions, and his followers
until the day of judgment.

13292/9738
CSO: 4404/433
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ISRAEL - NEAR EAST

-NEW CHIEF OF STAFF, DAN SHOMRON s INTERVIEWED
44230037b Tel Aviv BAMAHANE in Hebrew No 31-32, 29 Apr 87 pp 5-7

[Interview with Chief of Staff Dan Shomron by Ehud Prawer, Bona Tirosh, and
Yosef Argaman, date and place not specified]

[Text] The first interview granted by the new chief of staff, Major General
Dan Shomron, to the media was to BAMAHANE (Major General Shomron: "And that
is how it should be.")

One week after beginning his new role, Shomron looks like someone who is
already comfortable in the chief of staff’s chair. The office has not
changed, but if we understand Major General Shomron correctly, significant
changes will soon be felt in the IDF over the short and long run.

BAMAHANE: Major General, the northern border is erupting. In your opinion,
is what is happening there now the result of new developments in the area, or
is it a fact of life that residents of the north have to learn to live with?
Do the events there call for a change in our assessment of the security area?
Voices have already been heard calling for expanding the security strip to the
Litani.

Chief of Staff: The source of all these demands for drastic changes in our
assessment is not founded in any surprising or unusual developments in the
area, but is part of the rhythm of the tension that rises and falls in the
north. Sometimes we get caught up in seeing any change as a radical one in
the area and immediately, questions crop up--should the assessment be changed?
Should the Peace for Galilee Campaign begin again? In the final analysis, if
you check out the area, you will find that this rhythm of ups and downs in the
number and nature of incidents has not changed.

The soldiers and commanders in the north, from the infantry and armored
corps, insofar as ambushes and activities in the security area are concerned,
are doing an excellent job, aimed entire at one goal--to achieve peace and
protect our settlements in the north.

BAMAHANE: Do you think this kind of declaration will pacify the people of
Qiryat Shemona?




Chief of Staff: One of our problems is that since the Peace for Galilee
Campaign, the tolerance level of the people has dropped, and they allow less
leeway for the political and military system. In the final analysis, our role
is to protect the citizens of the State of Israel, and their feelings are
certainly compelling. But I would like to repeat myself and say that what is
happening in the area does not require a change in our assessment at this
stage.

Concerning the tapestry of affairs in Lebanon, it is important for us to
distinguish correctly between Palestinian terrorists and Shi’ite extremists

on the one hand and the citizens of southern Lebanon on the other. The
terrorists and the Nizballah people have one basic goal--to harm the
settlements in the north and the IDF troops in the security area. In
contrast, the authentic residents of southern Lebanon want peace, even if from
a political point of view they do not agree with the existence of the

security area. In contrast, the authentic residents of southern Lebanon want
peace, even if from a political point of view they do not agree with the
existence of the security area, and they have an interest in freeing this

area from our presence. It therefore follows that we have an interest in
ensuring that these authentic residents of southern Lebanon, who have

suffered greatly from the terrorists, will themselves prevent the firing on
our settlements from within the area--and they are in fact doing this, in most
cases successfully, out of their own interests.

It is important for us to remember that we are not talking here about clearly
defined physical laws, but rather about a fluid situation characteristic of
the entire Lebanese network. Firing on our settlements of necessity elicits a
response from us, which may of course cause additional rocket fire--and on it
goes.

Even if we do not suffer casualties among the residents of the north, every
rocket that is fired on one of our settlements represents an attack on us and
from our point of view cannot be tolerated.

BAMAHANE: Chief of Staff, have you established a plan of action since you
began your new job? What will you focus on ?

Chief of Staff: In my opinion, the army has to focus on finding answers to
two issues--and this is not to say that these issues have not been dealt with
to date, but rather, today these are issues that must be given priority. One
is external: the struggle with the package of resources that the State of
Israel can, over time, budget for defense. The second is internal, within the
army: ongoing preparedness for changing missions, based on the events
occurring around us.

To achieve this, it must be clear to the commander and the soldiers what we

want from them, and the emphasis is on three things: initiative and
responsibility, discipline, and an appropriate level of morality.
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I intend to communicate clearly with the commanders--a commander will discern
what he has done with the time, means, and manpower at his disposal--not with
what he would have liked to have or with what he requested, but what he has
done with what he has. This is the essence of initiative.

We will strive to allow the lower echelons in the army, below the level of the
branches of the general staff, to establish an independent decision-making
network for everything related to the division and exploitation of resources.
I expect from our commanders that each one in his own position will know what
the intentions are of the levels above him, the goals, so he--from his own
vantage point--can adjust his orders and what he is doing to the real
situations that exist in the field. ‘

The second point is discipline, which complements and supports initiative,
without which the situation would be destructive. At issue, first of all, is
the operational discipline of the individual and the unit--keeping to a
schedule, cooperation with other units, and the exacting implementation of
missions. - All these together influence discipline.

Even the disrespectful appearance of soldiers is a part of discipline. As I
mentioned, the essence is discipline as the flip side, the complement, of
initiative. ~

BAMAHANE: Initiative and discipline were things we expected to hear. More
surprising was the emphasis you place on the moral level.

Chief of Staff: Commanders who routinely, not to mention in battle, do not
display the level of behavior appropriate for an officer in terms of their
morality, in my opinion, have no place in the army. From this point of view,
if we do not succeed in placing a sufficient number of appropriate commanders,
I would prefer to reduce the number of units and make it fit the real quantity
of human material from which good commanders are taken.

BAMAHANE: What about the struggle with the question of resources that the
State of Israel can budget for defense?

Chief of Staff: Here it is perhaps worth adding a few words about the
struggle of small numbers against large numbers. The smaller group has to
reach a quick decision, and when I say "decision," I am talking about a
situation wherein the enemy reaches the conclusion--subjectively for the most
part--that he is about to collapse and that therefore he wants to end the war.
If the decision is not fast, the war turns into a war of resources--manpower,
armaments, economics--and usually the smaller groups runs out of wind. Thus,
the strategy of the larger group is precisely to prevent a quick decision.

During the Yom Kippur War there was a feeling--subjectively of course--that we
hardly had the power to reach the stage of decision. The stage of decision
was, in effect, the point at which we crossed the canal, when the Egyptians
arrived at the conclusion that they were about to fall. In reality, their




situation was better than that of the Syrians, but this is a subjective issue,
and when the reached that conclusion, the war ended.

As a result of the trauma of the Yom Kippur War, the IDF began to equip itself
at a rapid pace, and when you equip quickly, or want to grow quickly, you grow
first with what you already have. Aside from that, in the long run, you reach
a size that later exacts a price in several areas. Everything you have in the
army has to be trained, maintained, and constantly improved. When the army is
large, this ongoing investment is also large. So, instead of progressing and
developing, you are investing part of the money you have in an effort to
maintain at least the existing level.

When you add to this situation significant defense budget cuts, it is clear
that the situation becomes more difficult. In my opinion, the direction for
progress is clear: we must develop and equip ourselves with "intelligent" and
up-to-date systems, through which we can improve and maintain our decisive
capability. As a parallel process, this will of necessity, due to the high
price of such systems, result in greater efficiency and a reduction in the
army.

BAMAHANE: Where does the human factor fit into this picture?

Chief of Staff: I am getting to that now. The second area that must be taken
into consideration is the issue of manpower. Growth, especially when it is
rapid, requires drawing from the body of soldiers, the commanders for various
functions. Rapid development of this kind usually comes at the expense of
quality. Improving the quality of manpower also leads of necessity in the
direction of reducing the size of the army, such that only the really good
people will remain, those who fit in with the sophisticated and up-to-date
systems that we have absorbed and will be absorbing. And, of course, those
systems that have proven themselves in the past.

BAMAHANE: Does the Lavi project fit this concept of a smaller army?

Chief of Staff: The subject of the Lavi is about to be decided in the
government, so I prefer not to express my opinion on it at this point.

BAMAHANE: Do you share the opinion that given the recent events in the
territories we need to enforce an "iron hand" policy?

Chief of Staff: The meaning of the expression "iron hand policy" is not clear
to me. What are we talking about? In the territories, we are face to face
with people who do not like us, who did not invite us to sit among them. but
the large majority want to live peacefully.

This, in my opinion, is their principal motivation. A smaller portion work

against us and an even smaller portion are prepared to act against us with
acts of direct violence.

28



Therefore, when we want to respond to some incident, it is always important to
moke this fine distinction, to be sensitive, to act thoughtfully, and to avoid
disproportionate actions that might polarize and encourage a quiet populatlon,
at least potentlally, to rlse agalnst us.

Our interest is first and foremost to 1solate the violent elements and not to
harm the routine of the population’s daily lives. Therefore, I am so taken
aback by this expression--"iron hand policy." There are certainly times'when
a strong hand is called for. But to act in this fashion all the time, as a
policy? No, that cannot be allowed and it will not buy us anything.'

BAMAHANE Do the soldlers in the field know what is expected of them?

Chief of Staff That depends on what you mean when you say "what is expected
of them." 1In my opinion, the orders are clear and the soldiers surely know
what to do and at what point certain operations are to be performed. But this
is not our problem. The problem in fact is animosity with civilians, and not
with the army, animosity that has a moral price--because you have soldiers out
there who often find themselves face to face with women and children and
sometimes even face to face with Jewish residents. On the other hand, you
have to maintain law and order, and sometimes therefore you reach a
confrontation. The reality in which we live makes it difficult for soldiers
to deal with the issue of actions against civilians in the territories. But
we must do it and we do'everything to stay on top of things.

BAMAHANE: = Is Israeli society today, in your opinion, capable of accepting
this approach? Have we not already become an overly nervous and stormy
society that is demanding rapid, drastic solutions at political levels?

Chief of Staff: I think that our public is, in the final analysis, realistic
and pragmatic, and what I am saying here the public knows. I know that the
residents of Qiryat Shemona, even if they did not want a single rocket to _
fall, understand that today there is no way to guarantee that for them. There
is no drastic, quick, and smooth solution to this problem. Notwithstanding,
we have already faced more difficult situations with hundreds of oppressors--
not in the short term, but for long periods. And I believe in our ability to
stand up to them in the future, too.

BAMAHANE. You spoke earlier about the fact that you want to see better-
quality officers in the army. That brings us to the question of the attitude
toward the career army. How can we guarantee that the best people will stay?

Chief of Staff: In my opinion, you keep good people in the military system
first of all if they have a feeling of challenge in their work. Second; they
want their work to be respected and properly valued in the eyes of others.
And the third thing, in my opinion, is the conditions of their lives, even if
they are not the best. These conditions must meet some k1nd of minimum that
they have defined as acceptable.




All the surveys we have conducted among career army officers have shown that
it is not salary that takes first place, but rather job satisfaction and a
feeling of identification with what they are doing.

BAMAHANE: Recently, there has been a lot of talk about the quality of the
senior command and the degree of its success in operating large systems. How
do you perceive this problem?

Chief of Staff: Operating large systems is a single, albeit important,
element among many that together yield strengthen, and I do not think it is
proper to focus on it as a central issue. recently, this has been emphasized
in the framework of planning multi-year exercises.

BAMAHANE: Still, on the subject of commanders, will you reinstate Eli Gev’a?
Chief of Staff: It will not be the first issue I deal with.

BAMAHANE: How would you like to see the relationship between the army and the
media?

Chief of Staff: I would like first of all for it to be a system based on
trust, a sense of equilibrium, and candor, on both sides of course. But first
of all trust. I would like for any announcement, or anything else that is
published about the army--and the army certainly has to be open to the media--
to be well researched and trustworthy, also in terms of the internal balance.

BAMAHANE: Now, perhaps something more personal, about yourself, about the
things that formed your character. Are the personalities that you could say
influenced you, enriched you?

Chief of Staff: If there is a figure that I have always held in esteem it is
Yiga’l Alon, who in my opinion advanced the army in his day through his
concepts, through his understanding of the essence of battle. In him, in his
books, in his analysis of the campaigns he commanded, I saw an understanding
of the fact that war is to a large degree waged on a psychological level, and
his greatest campaigns were operations in which he did not try to crush the
enemy, but operations with an indirect approach, making use of the psychology
of leadership. In my opinion, he was unique in his generation.

I would not say that he formed my world view, but I remember him as someone
who really stood out, someone special, a man with high personal morality, an
image that both elicited imitation and was worthy of esteem.

BAMAHANE: Today, you are the chief of staff and the IDF is at your command.
To what degree, in your opinion, can the chief of staff really change things
within such a large system as the IDF?

Chief of Staff: This is the only large system, almost, within which the chief

of staff can really change things, because it is a hierarchal system and the
final decision rests in the hands of the chief of staff. Even if I wanted
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everything to be done by persuasion and cooperatlon, the final decisions are
in the hands of the chief of staff, and on maln 1ssues, the chief of staff has
a great deal of influence.

If you communicate your policy well, it will be absorbed and then people are
working according to the rules of the game as you have established them.
Leadership in geéneral is not the ability to move each soldier with a finger,
but the ability to communicate the rules of the game, that is to say, what is
good and what is bad. And the parameters of what is good and what is bad are
communicated by the chief of staff. The game runs according to these
parameters even in places where the chief of staff does not physically reach.
If you communicate successfully even there the parameters you preach, that is
leadership.

To sum up, I would like to wish the soldiers in the IDF and the commanders,
who are protecting the security of the state on all borders and in the rear,
and the civilians who are working with us and all the people of Israel, a
happy Independence Day. :
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ISRAEL NEAR EAST

- SHAS PARTY DESCRIBED AS NEW PHENOMENON
44230037e Tel Aviv KOTERET RASHIT in Hebrew No 233, 20 May 87 pp 8-9, 49
[Article by Moshe Horowitz: "The Third Wave"] |

[Test] Every evening, Ya'ir Levi, age 32, gets into his service car, a new
Peugeot 505 with blue curtains covering the windows. Levi, the son of a non-
orthodox family from Teverya, made his first career in the career army. He
mustered out of the armored corps with the rank of master sergeant, settled in
Bene Beraq, administered a Torah institute, and was appointed secretary
general of SHAS. His driver takes him on a tour of the not-so-well-known SHAS
country, a network called "Fountain of God" in which are found the divisions
of the new party. Two telephones have been installed in Ya’ir Levi’s car,
more than important government ministers are awarded.

Fountain of God has approximately 100 branches. Each branch conducts at least
10 religious study classes a day, for children, youth, women, men, and the
elderly. Many hundreds of rabbis travel from settlement to settlement to
pound out their lessons. In the context of this "quiet revolution," as it is
called by activists, hundreds of families are "returning to God." More and
more kindergartens, religious schools, and yeshivas are opening. The branches
of the Fountain of God operate as community centers, the role of which is to
bring penitents back to God and to expound the Law of Moses. The apparatus
that runs the Fountain of God network is comprised of hundreds of activists in
various settlements, and more than 100,000 people gather every evening to
listen to classes. It is a number equal to six or seven Knesset mandates.

This number increases daily. Members drag their friends and relatives with
them. In a few days, there will be a large convention of penitents in the
town of Bet Shemesh. Fountain of God holds similar conventions in other
places in Israel.

It is 10:30 on a Thursday evening in the town of Or Yehuda. Near the center
of town, full to capacity, is the center--not exactly a kiosk, not exactly a
coffee house--with tables placed at the front. Around 30 men are there, and
1 woman with a head covering, in the company of her husband. All wear black
skull caps and beards, some wear orthodox dress. Among them are fresh
penitents and orthodox men of Sephardic origin. The walls are adorned with
pictures of rabbis and Cabalists: Haben Eishi Hai, Hababa S’ali.  No one who
enters forgets to kiss the mezuza, and anyone who is served humous in pita
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does not forget to raise his hands in a blessing. Among those sitting at this
unique coffee house, the pride of belonging to SHAS is apparent. If there are
elections, they say to each other: We will have to work hard. This is the
SHAS version of "Bonanza." Here, there is no studying. Here, there is talk.
Among those present is the town's rabbi, Rabbi David Barhoum. Until recently,
Barhoum was a delegate from the National Religious Party. By his orthodox
dress, one can distinguish the transition that has taken place. Recently,
although he has not given up his membership in the National Religious Party,
he was chosen by SHAS to head the local religious council. Even in Or Yehuda,
more than 10 lessons in the Law of Moses are given each day by the Fountain of
God.

Barhoum is not the only one in SHAS who was counted in with the National
Religious Party. Many SHAS people in various places did the same thing with
the goal of conquering National Religious Party branches for their new party.
Orthodox Sephardics and penitents found their home in SHAS and they are the
party’s strong voices. In the coming elections, SHAS will be setting its
sites on a much broader populace. It will try to take a bite out of the broad
periphery of right-wing secular parties and the National Religious Party. Key
activists in SHAS explain that in contrast with the Ashkenazis, the '
Sephardics’ alienation from religion was not the result of revolt. Among the
Ashkenazis, they say, orthodox is orthodox. The more moderate among them
belong to Mizrahi. .And he who is secular is secular. These borders are more
vague among the Sephardic population. There are those who are observant and
those who are not, but their faith in the wise ones is not shaken. A secular
Ashkenazi will not behave according to the will of Rabbi Shach, but in the
eyes of a Sephardic, even a secular one, Rabbi ’Ovadia Yusif is considered
holy. Among the Sephardics, there are those who will visit the synagogue on a
Saturday morning and then drive to the soccer stadium in the afternoon. The
desecraters of the Sabbath will not vote for Agudat Israel, but it is not
impossible that they would vote for SHAS. As an example, a key SHAS activist
suggested we look at the people streaming this week in hordes to the L’ag
B’omer celebration in Meron: "There were 100,000 Moroccans there, including
pimps and prostitutes. You may ask why? Because Rabbi Shim’on Bar-Yohai is
holy in their eyes!'"

The Power--In Politics

The Sephardic’s desire for tradition and rabbinical authority mixes in the
case of SHAS the religious foundation with the ethnlo one. In effect, SHAS is
the only ethnlc party in the Knesset.

In contrast with other ethnic parties that hardly developed—-or if they
developed they disappeared without a trace—-SHAS is sitting on a strong
foundation. TAMI was built only on feelings of bitterness and inferiority;.
SHAS, which has also come into this world as a result of a feeling of extended
neglect of the orthodox Sephardic population on the periphery of Agudat
Israel, offers its adherents a vision and a gold. Its foundations are well
dug and its roots are planted deep. It is authentic.
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The birth of this movement was unusual within the framework of political
movements in Israel. Public opinion polls on the eve of the elections for the
11th Knesset did not even give SHAS one mandate. The optimists among them
predicted one minus. On the day of the elections itself, radio and television
crews were situated at most of the party headquarters. They ignored SHAS.

The voters gave SHAS four mandates. This surprised even the SHAS activists
themselves.

Veterans of the political system will fail to understand that as far as
anything related to SHAS is concerned, one cannot build on any logic
whatsoever, political or otherwise. This week, SHAS reached an agreement with
the Likud on the return of Rabbi Peretz to the government. Later, SHAS
nullified the agreement and then reached a new one. Earlier, members of the
Likud (and SHAS, too) had been shocked by statements made by Rabbi Peretz
concerning negotiations with the PLO. Later, the Alignment was shocked that
despite these sweeping dovish remarks, Peretz stood by the Likud on the issue
of early elections and the agreement concerning his return to the Knesset.

The foundation for the establishment of the movement was actually laid during
the reign of ’'Ovadia Yusif as chief rabbi of Israel. Even his election to
that post was shocking. In 1973, the year in which he was elected, the
parties had agreed among themselves that the body electing the chief rabbis,
comprised of party representatives, would support the continued reign of Rabbi
Yitzhak Nisim. Following a secret ballot, Yusif was elected by a large
majority. When he took over the role, the number of Sephardic yeshivas in
Israel could be counted on one hand. When he finished her term, 10 years
later, there were hundreds of such yeshivas in Israel and the Sephardic Torah
world had flourished incredibly.

In 1983, following serious conflicts between the National Religious Party
leadership and the Ashkenazi chief rabbi, Shlomo Goren, the National Religious
Party initiated a law limiting the reign of the chief rabbis to 10 years.
Fully supporting this initiative was Minister Moshe Nisim, who intended by so
doing to settle the account of animosity between his father, Rabbi Yitzhak
Nisim, and Rabbi ’'Ovadia Yusif, who ousted him from his post. Agudat Israel’s
support of the law limiting the reign of the chief rabbi was in fact directed
at Rabbi Goren, but it decidedly angered Rabbi Yusif, who saw himself, and
rightly so, as the man who had raised an entire generation of voters for them
from among the Sephardic population.

Goren reacted to his ouster bitterly. He know that as chief rabbi, he was not
even authorized to decide who his driver would be. The real power was not in
the rabbinate but in politics. Goren threatened the National Religious Party
_ by saying he would establish his own party. But he never implemented this
threat. His colleague and enemy, Rabbi Yusif, did.

Trial Run

In that same year, 1983, Michalof ’Eden of Teverya presented himself at the
home of Rabbi Yusif in Jerusalem and-asked for his blessing to establish a
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party list of religious Sephardics, to oppose the local networks in the
upcoming elections. The rabbi gave his blessing. At around the same time, an
orthodox businessman from Jerusalem, Nisim Ze’ev, came to him and asked for a
similar blessing. Ze’ev, who established and administered an institute for
orthodox girls in Jerusalem, had for quite some time been carrying deep
feelings about the neglect of Sephardics at the hands of the Ashkenazi Agudat
Israel people. Now he and his friends decided to establish an independent
party list to run in the city elections. For his list, Ze’ev chose the
letters RS, for 