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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents a summary analysis of CHAMPUS
beneficiary utilization by Department of Defense service branch.
The analysis included all claims processed during Fiscal Year
1992. (CHAMPUS utilization in Europe was excluded from the
analysis.) The report was prepared at the request of the
Managed Care Division, Directorate of Programs and Resources,
Office of the Surgeon General, U.S. Air Force.

The utilization summary is presented in three sections:U- (A) Total CHAMPUS Beneficiary Utilization; (B) CHAMPUS
Beneficiary Utilization - Specific Programs: Outpatient Care,
Inpatient Care; and (C) CHAMPUS Beneficiary Utilization -
Specific Programs: Dental Care, Handicapped Program, Drug
Reimbursement. In all sections, utilization is presented
separately for Army, Navy, and Air Force beneficiaries.
Utilization data for each of the services is further itemized by
billable medical treatment facility (BMC). Outside catchment
area totals include the CHAMPUS Reform Act Initiative (CRI)
areas of California and Hawaii. All tables include counts for
the total beneficiaries treated. In addition, the total counts
are broken out and itemized by patient gender, beneficiary
category, sponsor rank, and patient age group.

The claim records analyzed in this study--institutional
services, inpatient and outpatient professional services,
handicapped program, dental care, and vendor and consolidated
drug reimbursements--were extracted from the Tri-Service CHAMPUS
Statistical Database Project (TCSDP) Main Relational Database.
Army, Navy and Air Force claim records with voucher processing
dates of Oct 1991 through Sep 1992 were extracted. Service
branch assignment was based on billable branch of service as
derived by OCHAMPUS fiscal intermediaries during adjudication.

Utilization was defined as an individual having at least
one adjudicated and non-rejected treatment encounter with any
CHAMPUS provider. Thus, any records which were zero for the
three amounts--total government cost, total patient cost, and
total amount allowed--as well as those where the fiscal
intermediary denied the claim, were deleted prior to summation.
For each branch of service, the extracted claim records were
sorted by beneficiary and specific program, and reduced to one
record per beneficiary per program. Data were then summarized
to obtain the beneficiary counts presented in Sections A-C.

In Section A and in each specific CHAMPUS program in
Sections B and C, a beneficiary contributed to the utilization
of only one BMC, even if more than one BMC occurred among the
given claim records for an individual. (Within a given
category, the BMC on the first record OCHAMPUS processed for a
beneficiary was the BMC which received the utilization count.)
That fact means that th, utilization shown for some BMCs may be
less than what actually :ccurred. However, it also means that
the grand totals for branch of service in Section A and the



I
subtotals for each program tabulated in Sections B and C were
obtained without duplicate counts of any individual. In other
words, the grand totals in Section A show the number of
different individuals in each service who utilized one or more
of the CHAMPUS programs; and the subtotals in Sections B and C
show the number of different individuals, by service branch, who
utilized each specific CHAMPUS program. Consequently, if the
total utilization of all specific programs (Sections B, C) were
summed for each service branch, these totals may surpass the
totals presented in Section A, because a beneficiary could have
used more than one specific program during the study period.

Technical Note: The following TCSDP data were utilized for the i
report:

A) TCSDP Main Relational Database Vl.0
B) TCSDP Indexing Logic Module BENF U

I

I
I
I
I
i
I
i
I
I
I
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SECTION C

CHAMPUS BENEFICIARY UTILIZATION - SPECIFIC PROGRAMS

DENTAL CARE

HANDICAPPED PROGRAM

DRUG REIMBURSEMENT
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