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Prevalence of 4ntibodies to Hepatitis C Virus in verticalls from infected mothers to their newkhorns [7]. To asses.,
Pregnant Women in Egypt whether vertical transmission could potentialls. contribute to the

high prevalence of HCV in Egypt. we determined the prevalence

Colleagues-Hepatitis ('virus (HCV) infection has been shown of anti-HCV in pregnant women. We enrolled 1536 preenanl
to be responsible for 90i oif positranslfssion hepatitis I 1, I is~ mothers(age range. 17-45 sears:. mean. 21)attending an antena-

estimated that 5011 of those infected with HCV will develop ta upatient clinic. Sera collected during the seodand third
chronic hepatitis, ofwhom 20%ý will develop chronic active hepa- trtmesters of pregnancs. were tested for anti-1-10. using a sec-
titis, cirrhosis. hepatocellular carcinoma. or a combination [2]. (md-generation ELISA (Abbott Laboratories. Abbott Park. IL.).
The prevalence of antibodies to HCV (anti-HCV) in bloosd do- and positive ELISA results were confirmed bv second-genera-
n1ors in the United States and Europe is low (0.047'e-l.2C%) [ 3. tion RIBA. These two tests detect anti-HCV to structural and
41. A similar study' of Egyptian blood donors at Riyadh. Saudi nonstructural proteinsof H-CX' using C-100-3. 5-1-1. (33c. and
Arabia. using first-generation [LISA and polymerase chain reac- C22-3 recombinant antigens.
tion has revealed an HCV infection prevalence of 19.2% and There were 101 serunm samples (6.5%r) repeatedlN positise
13.6%. respectively, the highest in comparison with subjects (three times) by [LISA. RIBA confirmed 67 samples (66.3',) as
from other countries in the region [5]. Using a second-genera- positive, 21 (20.7") were indeterminate, and 13 (12,81r) %%ere
tion [LISA and second-generation RIBA (Ortho Diagnostic negative. The 13 RIBA-negative samples ssere only w-eakl% reac-
Systems. Raritan. NJ), a recent study of the prevalence of anti- tive by [LISA (sample optical density/cutoff optical density was
HCV among 2167 Egyptian university student blood donors <1.8). The 21 RIBA-indeterminate results were from 16'sam-
revealed a prevalence of 9.6% [6]. pies positive for ('22-3 antigen only. 3 samples reactiv e to ('33c

Although parenteral transmission has been described as the only. and 2 samples reactive to C-100-3 only. Overall RIBA-
major route of HCV transmission. HCV can also be transmitted confirmed anti-HCV were detected in 4.3', of normal health-,

pregnant women in this study of Egyptian women. This presa-
_____________________________________________ lence of anti-HCV is higher than was reported from France.

where anti-HCV prevalence was 0.91- in pregnant women 18]. In
Infosrmed consent was obtained from all enrolled subjects, and guidelines summary, we found that HCV seroprevalence in pregnant

of the US tDepnrtment of Health and Human Services and those of the woeinEytshg.Adtoaltuesfbbesomo
authors' institutions for protection of human subjects were tltlowed. wmni gp shg.Adtoa tde fbbe ont

The opinions and assertions contained herein are the private ones of the infected mothers should be done to assess to what extent vertical
authors and are not ito he construed as official or as reflecting the views of the transmission contributes to the high prevalence of HCV in fec-
US Departments of the Navy or tDefense or the US government. tion in Egypt.
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