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Responsible Agency: United States Air Force

Proposed Action: Conversion of F-4 to F-15E aircraft that will be equipped with
the new Low Altitude Navigation and Targeting Infrared for Night (LANTIRN)
system at Seymour Johnson AFB, Wayne County, North Carolina.

Responsible Individual: Alton Chavis, HQ TAC/DEEV, Langley AFB, VA 23665-
5542; Telephone (804) 764-7844.

Designation: Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS).

Abstract: The Air Force proposes to convert the 72 F-4 aircraft at Seymour
Johnson AFB with 72 equipped F-15E aircraft. The replacement would
begin in January 1989 and be completed by 1991. The action would not result in
an increase in overall sorties at the base, but would increase the number of
operations currently flown between sunset and 10:30 P.M. from five up to eighteen
per day. There would also be an increase in the number of sorties flcwn on
selected military training routes and in the percentage utilization of total available
hours at the Dare County Range.

Alternatives considered included taking no action, delayirll% the action, constmﬁililf
a new base, and using an existing base. (Cannon AFB, NM, Holloman AFB, ,
Mountain Home , ID, Nellis AFB, , and Seymour Johnson AFB, NC were
evaluated.z The preferred alternative is to make the conversion at Seymour
Johnson .

The primary environmental concern associated with the proposed action is the
effect of noise around Seymour Johnson AFB. The acreage impacted by Day-Night
Noise levels (DNL) of 65 decibels and above would increase by thirg—seven
percent, thus returning the area to a noise environment similar to the 1985 time
period when 96 F-4 aircraft were assigned at the base. Noise levels on the
military training routes are expected to be reduced since the F-15E is quieter than
the F-4 in cruise power. The noise environment at the Dare County Range is not
expected to materially change. A small reduction in air pollutant emissions around
the base and on the military training routes is expected.

Date Made Available to the Public: November 18, 1988.
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1.0 SUMMARY

The Air Force is proposing to convert 72 F-4s to 72 F-15E aircraft that will be
equipped with the new Low Altitude Navli:gation and Targeting Infrared for Night
( TIRN) system at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base (AFB). These aircraft would be
phased in by 1991 with the replacement of a like number of F-4Es. The proposed
action would not result in an increase in overall sorties at the Base, but would shift
some daylight operations into the period between sunset and 2230 hours. There also
would be an increase in the number of low level flights on selected Military Training
Routes (MTRs), and in the percentage of utilization of the total available hours at the
Dare County Range (DCR). There would not be any need for additional MTRs or special
use airsaFace designation. This Final Environmental Impact Statement addresses the
potential impacts of this proposed action.

The potential direct impacts of the proposed action are assessed by comparison with
1986 baseline conditions. The 1986 characteristics retlect reductions in operations and
personnel brought about by the 1985 deactivation of a squadron of F-4s with an
associated loss of 700 military authorizations. The proposed action would increase the
1986 military authorizations by 220 people and thus help to offset the loss resulting
from the F-4 squadron deactivation. though the 1985 F-4 squadron deactivation
occurred previous to the established baseline conditions, the effects of that action are
considereéJ in this assessment in order to evaluate the cumulative effects of past,
current and proposed actions.

The roise generated at Seymour Johnson AFB and vicinity would be affected by two
factors associated with the proposed F-15E beddown. The F-15E is a quieter aircraft
and would require less use of afterburners during takeoffs than the F-4 aircraft it
would replace. These factors would reduce the amount of area affected by high noise
levels of 80 decibels (dB) and above, but would increase the amount of area around the
Base that would be affected by lower noise levels. On a short term basis, acreage
impacted by noise would increase about 37% (approxin:ately a 1.4 dB increase in overall
noise). On a long term basis (cumulatively), the proposed action would result in a noise
environment (acreage-wise) similar to the 1985 time period when 96 F-4 aircraft were
assigned to Seymour Johnson AFB.

There may be a reduction in the utilization of Echo Military Operations Area for
air-to-air missions as a direct effect of the beddown. However, this effect could be
offset by possible rescheduling actions by other Bases utilizing this airspace.

The utilization of MTRs would increase by 14 percent and would be dispersed primarily
over 10 existing MTRs extending through mountain, piedmont and coastal counties. Due
to this dispersion and the fact that the F-15Es would replace a more noisy aircraft, the
proposed action would result in a 6 to 12 DNL reduction in the expected noise levels
along the MTRs.

The proposed action could increase DCR utilization from a 78 percent current rate to a
94 percent rate, depending upon the availability of alternative ranges. A shift in the
operational emphasis to more nighttime sorties could result in longer operation of the
range and would extend the time that the range and suitrounding environments would be
affected. The range would continue to be a high noise level environment.




Analysis of the socioeconomic impacts focused on changes in local economic conditions
and the impact of changes in noise levels on residential property values. The results
suggest a net positive impact on the local economy and essentially no net impact on
residential property values. The increase from the baseline economic conditions in
manpower, equipment, and construction activity would generate a significant increase in
wages, salaries, production, and employment for Goldsboro, Wayne County, and the State
of North Carolina. Specifically, production in Wayne “ounty would be higher by $13.3
million dollars over baseline conditions, focused primarily in the construction, wholesale
and retail trade, real estate and utility industries. Total employment in Wayne County
would increase by 300 persons by 1991, split between the Air Force base and Goldsboro
community. With respect to the impact of noise on residential property values, the
effects would be minimal.

No impact on aircraft accident potential in the local area of Seymour Johnson AFB is
expected from the proposed action. The total number of sorties would not materially
change, but a larger percentage of them would occur at night, i.e. after sunset. Night
flying operations inherently involve a higher accident risk potential. Well established
nighttime procedures and prior training at Seymour Johnson AFB in night flying
operations would minimize the risks of local night operations. However, the proposed
action would result in an unavoidable increase in the potential for aircraft accidents
during the night low-level and night surface attack elements of the new F-15E mission.
Because the proposed action involves a new role, no existing F-15E accident history is
available to quantify the predicted increase in accicent potential. Based upon the
accident history of the F-4, however, only a slight increase over the current potential
is anticipated on the range and along the most affected MTRs. A carefully formulated
training syllabus, effective simulator training, the two-inan F-15E crew, and the already
established night surface attack range procedures should minimize the accident potential
for night low-level navigation and might gunnery range operations. A reduction in
daytime air traffic congestion as a consequence of the F-15E LANTIRN mission would
offset the inherent risks at the Base itself. This reduction in daytime air traffic
congestion is even more significant when viewed in the context of Base operations prior
to the 1985 deactivation of the additional F-4 squadron.

The operational mode of the LANTIRN presents potential safety and health hazards.
Use of the operational mode of the LANI;'IRN laser would be restricted to approved
targets on the DCR. Range procedures developed for similar type lasers are adequate to
protect range personnel. There would be no laser impacts outside the boundary of the
DCR. Procedures have been developed to protect range personnel from direct and
reflected laser rays, and aircrews from rays reflected back to the aircraft from specular
targets. Compliance with these procedures will prevent adverse impacts to the health
and safety of either range personnel or aircrews. Ground reflection in the vicinity of
the DCR is not considered to be a significant factor.

A small reduction in air pollutant concentrations att'ibutable to aircraft flight opera-
tions at Seymour Johnson AFB would occur as a direct effect of the F-15E beddown and
the departure of a like number of F-4 aircraft. Since the region is an area in which
air quality is considered better than required by the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards,. there will be no change in that status.

At the DCR and for those MTRs currently utilized for F-4 operations, the proposed

action would result in small reductions in air pollutant concentrations. For those areas
not currently utilized by F-4s, air quality impacts would not be significant due to the
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dispersion of LANTIRN operations over an increased numbe ' of MTRs and airspaces.
Any incremental increase in pollutants would be slight in a: . one area.

The proposed action should have no significant impact on either the physical or the
biological environment of Seymour Johnson AFB. The indigenous vegetation and wildlife
have been previously ¢ turbed as a result of urban and agricultural development near
the Base. Because the.e will be a small reduction in air pollutants at the Base and
DCR, and the incremental increase that could occur in some areas would be slight,
there will be no significant impact on either indigenous or cultivated vegetation or
archaeological sites in the vicinity of the Base, range, or MTRs. In addition, the
turbulence from increased low-level flights should not affect standing archaeological
structures.

Despite the studies on the effects of noise on domestic and natural animal behavior,
there is no concensus regarding impacts. However, the preponderance of literature
suggests that animal populations in general should not be impacted as a result of the
proposed action. Studies also have shown that noise from low-level subsonic and high
altitude supersonic flights are not likely to jeopardize the existence of raptors, such as
the Peregrine Falcon in the vicinity of the range and MTRs. In consideration of these
results, and the fact that no supersonic flights would be scheduled over land areas as a
result of the proposed action, no significant biological impact due to noise is antici-
pated.

The only other possible imgact at DCR would be the unlikely occurrence of an uncon-
trolled fire. Although no flash-producing ordnance would be used during the high fire
potential season, fire could be a consequence of a direct hit of the infrared targets by
a practice bomb and the ignition of fuel spilled onto the ground. Since a peaty ground
cover exists in these areas, a fire caused by the destruction of an infrared target could
spread rapidly, burn extensively beneath the surface, and be difficult to extinguish.

There would be no adverse impact on water resources as a result of the proposed
action. The projected addition of approximately 876 individuals (military, dependents,
and secondary employment) represents a net decrease of 1,910 individuals as compared
to the Base population before the 1985 F-4 squadron deactivation. The demand for
water use at the Base would remain well below potential withdrawal rates and below
past usage. Wastewater discharge rates for the Base would remain within the design
capacity of the Goldsboro wastewater treatment plant.

Because of the industrial nature of the operations at Seymour Johnson AFB, the
aesthetic values of the Base are unlikely to be adversely impacted by the proposed
action. The aesthetic quality of areas in the vicinity of DCR and the proposed MTRs
could be affected by the proposed action. The principal effect would be increased noise
in the evening hours resulting from a greater number of early evening and nighttime
sorties. However, the public frequently utilizing areas near DCR have been exposed to
aircraft noise for a number of years. LANTIRN sorties would utilize existing MTRs at
currently approved altitudes. These routes are selected to avoid populated areas and
MTR operating instructions specify noise sensitive locations. Therefore, strict adherence
to route widths and operating instructions should serve to minimize any aesthetic
impacts from noise.

1-3




Cumulative Impacts

Many of the comments on the draft EIS stated the Air Force must consider the
cumulative impacts associated with this action. The comments noted that DOD conduc.s
extensive training in the airspace over North Carolina, and stated that the Air Force
could not restrict the environmental analysis to just the direct effects of the proposal.
The requests for cumulative analysis were typically raised in connection with pot2ntial
impacts from low-level aircraft on wildlife and recreation. Similarly, the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) has also indicated that there has been an inadequate
assessment of the cumulative impacts from military use of special use airspace over
North Carolina. The CEQ findings and recommendations in connection with the Cherry
1 and Corps MOA proposals by the Marine Corps announced that the FAA must consider
the cumulative impacts associated with special use airspace designations it approves.

This EIS contains an analysis of cumulative impacts. The discussion is commensurate
with the preceived impacts, which are negligible. With respect to use of MTRs, the
noise analysis considers the use of such routes by other military aircraft as well as by
those from Seymour Johnson AFB. Even so, the aircraft conversion would resuit in a
slight decrease in expected noise levels along the routes. Further, there is not any
reason to expect noise levels on other MTRs to and from the Dare County range to
change.

At the Dare County range itself, the direct effect of the conversion would be to shift
some of the sorties from daytime to evening. However, a possible consequence would be
that other military aircraft could fill the daytime training slots thus vacated. If that
were to happen, overall DCR usage could increase by up to 16%. Because the Range is
alrcady a high noise environment, the increase in overall noise from this possible
increase in use would probably not be noticeable.

There would be a reduction in the utilization of the Echo MOA (air-to-air missions) as
a direct result of the aircraft conversion. Again, however, this reduction could be
offset by increased training sorties by other units using that airspace, resulting
ultimately in no change from existing conditions. With respect to the Cherry 1 and
Corps MOAs proposed by the Marine Corps, the Corps’ EIS analysis indicated an overall
sound environment of 72 and 67 DNL at the MOAs, respectively. There is no reason to
expect Air Force use of MTRs through that airspace to increase those predictions.

There are no ascertainable regional or statewide cumulative impacts from this proposal.
It is acknowledged that low-level transiting of homes, seashores, and parks by mulitary
aircraft can conflict with the land uses below. Low-level flights can disturb quiet
enjoyment of homes and recreational areas. Evening flights also may potentially disturb
waterfowl and other wildlife more than would similar flights during the day. Military
overflights occur in a number of places in North Carolina, and there is growing local
sensitivity to the overall amount of activity.

The aircraft conversion, however, does not involve additional training routes or special
use airspace, nor would it increase the sorties from the base. The F-15Es would fly
about the same number of sorties on the same MTRs going to and from the same
training areas now used by the F-4s at Seymour Johnson AFB. The increased emphasis
on evening sorties (about 8) amounts to an average increase of less than 1 sortie per
evening per MTR. Those flights will be dispersed along flight tracks varying in width
from 2 to 10 miles. There is no reason to expect this to harm people or noticeably
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affect wildlife porulations. There is certainly no basis for hypothesizing regional or
statewide impaci', even when other military flights in the state are taken into account.
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2.0 PUBLIC COMMENTS

The following letters were received during the public comment period following release
of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement on March 10, 1988. The letters are
presented in order of receipt and have been reviewed to identify specific comments for
response by the US. Air Force. These identified comments are numbered sequentially

for reference purposes. U.S. Air Force responses for these numbered comments are
presented in Section 4.0.
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ited Stat Soil 310 New Bern Avenue
32;,.,,.,,.,..’3. Conservation Room 535, Federal Bldg.
Agriculture Service Raleigh, NC 27601

March 22, 1988

Mr. Alton Chavis

HW TAC/DEEV

Bldg. 681, Room 320 B
Langley AFB, VA 23665-5001

Dear Mr. Chavis:

Because of the extremely heavy workload in implementing the Conservation
Provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, we are unable to provide
specific comments on your proposed project, the F-15E Beddown at Seymour

Johnson AFB, North Carolina. Some general comments and recommendations
regarding the project are:

| | 1. Work with local units of govermment to minimize impacts on prime and
locally important farmlands.

2] 2. Utilize soil erosion control measures during project construction
activities to prevent off-gite sedimentation damages.

31 3. Use locally adapted plants and erosion conservation practices to
prevent erosion following project installation.

We regret that we are unable to provide specific comments on your proposed
projects relating to soil and water resources in North Carolina. When the
conservation provisions of the Food Security Act are implemented, we will
again be able to review and provide detailed comments on projects.

Sincerely,
vy onfls
State serVativynist

cc: Peter F. Smith, SCS, Washington, DC
Phil Edwards, SCS, Raleigh, NC

2-2
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W 3 UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
«w‘éf REGION IV
343 COURTLAND STREET
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30388
APR £8 1988
4PM-EA/GIM

Mr. Alton Chavis

BO TAC/DEEV

Bldg. 681, Roam 320B

Langley AFB, Virginia 23665-5001

SUBJECT: Draft Environmental Impact Statement on the Proposed F-15E
Beddown at Seymour Johnson AFB (Wayne County), North Carolina
EPA Log No.: D-UAF-E11020-NC

Dear Mr. Chavis:

Under the authority of Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and Section 102(C)
of the National Envirommental Policy Act, EPA, Region IV has reviewed the
subject document. While there will be any number of consequences resulting
fram this proposal, the majority lie outside EPA's authorized mandates
and/or areas of expertise. However, we have been assured by interested,
knowledgeable parties who have contacted us that these societal/econamic
issues will be raised in their camment letters. There are, nonetheless,

a number of questions regarding the noise impacts of this decision to
locate the P-15E squadrons at Seymour Johnson about which we would like
same clarification. These questions are in our attached detailed camments.

On the basis of our review of the document a rating of EC-2 has been
assigned. That is, we have a number of envirommental concerns/questions
about the noise which will be generated by these new aircraft in their
enhanced air to ground mission and same additional information is requested.

If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Dr.
Gerald Miller of my staff at 404/347-3776 or FTS 257-3776.

Sincerely yours,

“\»{ V\\ YN oA

She N. Moore, Chief
NEPA Review Staff
Envirormental Assessment Branch

Attachment
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DETAILED COMMENTS

° vhile the Air Installation Campatible Use Zone (AICUZ) developed in
1983 may still be used for current planning, the conditions (aircraft-wise)
which existed then are no longer the same. That is, currently there are
72 F-4 aircraft at the base not the 96 which were present in 1983. Hence,
the relatively large acreage increase of 37% noted on p. 4.2-1 for areas
affected by lower noise levels (<80 dB) is, in fact, a valid camparison
for the proposed action. We suggest that the 1986 levels of aircraft
noise versus anticipated F-15E levels be the standard of camparison
throughout the document.

° Table 4.2-1 shows a camparison of noise affected areas in acres between
the "no action" and proposed action in 5 DNL increments. This table would
be materially improved if the number of receptors within this acreage had
been indicated as follows:

1) by building type (cammercial, institutional, residential),

2) number of units in each type classification, and,

3) mumber of people residing in each category of building. A day/
~night camparison would also be instructive for element 1-3.

° Table 4.7-3 notes that the "worst case" impact represents a potential
increase of 20 dB in INL for about 537 dwelling units. This involves an
exposed population of 1603 people "outside AICUZ."™ These hames were
identified as being in the Brogden and Walnut Creek geographic areas.

The significance of the "worst case™ 20 dB increase would be easier to
determine if the table gave the ambient noise level to which the 20 dB
increase would be added. With this information a practical "worst case"

evaluation could be made.

° It is also difficult to tell where the impacts occur, since noise
contour maps (Figures 3.2-2 and 3.2-3 on pages 3.2-4 and 3.2-5, respectively)
are drawn to different scales and the cammunity names are illegible. We

recamnmend:

1) improvement of Figures 3.2-2 and 3.2-3, so they are to the
same scale;

2) identification (on the maps) of the "worst case" affected
canmunities;

3) presentation in Table 4.7-3 of the "worst case” noise levels,
after the 20 dB changes have been added to the ambient; and

4) that mitigation be examined if the "worst case" elevations are
in excess of standards adopted by the Air Force.




-2-

° Table 4.2-2 shows a cawparison of noise levels for the Seymour

Johnson military training routes with and without the proposed action.

On initial examination the DNL values would not appear to be significant.
However, given the startle effect of low flying aircraft, it would be
instructive if same information had been provided regarding single-event
noise episodes, especially if the background Lgn without military overflights
had been available for camparison.
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75 SPRING STREET, S.W.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

April 29, 1988

In Reply Refer To:
ER 88/159 :

Mr. Alton Chaves

Department of the Air Force

HQ TAC/DEEV

Langley Air Force Base, Virginia 23665-5001

Dear Mr. Chaves:

This is in response to the request for the Department of the

Interior's comments on the draft environmental statement for the F-15E

Beddown at Seymour Johnson Afr Force Base, Wayne County, North
Carolina. :

We do not believe that the statement adequately evaluates proposed
training which could impact Cape Lookout and Cape Hatteras National
Seashores or evaluates alternatives which could avoid or minimize any
adverse {mpacts to these areas. The statement also fafls to evaluate
the cumulative impact of this proposal with other military proposals
in eastern North Carolina.

The statement indicates the replacement of 72 F-4 aircraft at Seymour
Johnson Afr Force Base with 72 LANTIRN (Low Altitude Navigation and
Targeting Infrared for Night System) equipped F-15E aircraft, and
states that there will be an increase in the percentage of use in the

total available hours at the Dare County Range. Military Training Route

(MTR) . VR-1043 (Figures 3.02) crosses Cape Lookout National: Seashore

over the former ‘Cape Lookout Coast Guard Station, the Cape Lookout
Light Statfon, the concessfon ferry terminal, and an unimproved
campground near the Cape Lookout 1ighthouse. Flights are allowed to
minimum altitude of 200 feet above ground level (AGL) in VR-1043.
MTR  Training Route VR-073 crosses Cape Hatteras National Seashore
near Rodanthe, North Carolina, parallels the seashore for
approximately 20 miles and recrosses the park near Avon. Flights to
100 feet AGL are allowed within VR-073. '

The statement also indicates that Warning Areas W-122 A/B/C,

which areoffshore of Cape Lookout National Seashore, and bombing
targets BT-9 and BT-11, which are within restricted area 5306A
immediately west and northwest of the park, will be used. We note
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that the only 1n?ress from W-122 to either BT-9 or BT-11 is across
Cape Lookout National Seashore. :

The statement mentions (page 2.2-7) that “There is an {nstrumented air
combat tactics range available," but it does not identify the range.
One of the key impacts with the exchange of F-15E for F-4 aircraft at
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base will be the shift from daytime
operation into the period between sunset and 10:30 p.m., because of
the LANTIRN system employed with the F-15E. Both Cape Lookout and
Cape Hatteras could experience an increase in nighttime overflights
because of the aircraft conversion.

Specifically, we believe the following issues relating to the National
Seashores should be addressed in the final environmental statement:

1. The nature of use of the Military Training Routes over park lands
including hours of operation, aircraft speeds, flight altitudes, and
noise levels that will be experienced in the parks.

2. An evaluation of the Air Force use of BT-9 and BT-11 in R5306A and
impacts on the national seashores. The statement should explain the
need to ingress the targets from W-122 and whether the establishment
of this Military Operating Area (MOA) is critical to the training
mission and alternative MOA's which could be utilized. Also, the
statement should evaluate the impact in Cape Lookout National Seashore
for training over the seashore including the impacts of nighttime
overflights on the Seashore.

3. MTR VR-073 crosses Cape Hatteras National Seashore twice and
parallels the National Seashore for approximately 20 miles. With the
prospect of increased use of the MIR, including nighttime use, the
statement should evaluate the impacts of this action on the National
Seashore.

4., The statement should evaluate alternative air space users which
will not impact national park areas.

5. The statement should evaluate the cumulative impacts of this
proposal with all other existing and proposed military users of air
space in the vicinity of Cape Lookout and Cape Hatteras National
Seashores, especially those of the Marine Corps at Cherry Point.

Ten Military Training Routes (MTR's) have been identified by the Air
Force as the routes most 1ikely to have increased use by the F-15E's,
primarily at altitudes below 500 feet AGL. Of these 10 MTR's four are
expected to have increased F-15/LANTIRN operations. The DEIS
inadequately addresses the tmpacts to fish and wildlife resources,
particularly to waterfow! and endangered and threatened species
inhabiting the areas under these 10 MTR's. In addition, impacts on
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wildlife resources resulting specifically from night-time (LANTIRN)
flights were not addressed.

In addition, our concerns primarily address fish and wildlife
resources and include potentfal adverse impacts to waterfow! and other
migratory birds, endangered and threatened species, and National
Wild1ife Refuges, inadequate assessment of cumulative impacts and
inadequate litigation of impacts. Impacts to these resources should
be addressed throughout the entire affected area.

Military Training Routes. The F-15E squadron proposed for
instaTlation at the Seymour-Johnson Air Force Base will be equipped
with a Low Altitude Navigation and Targeting Infrared for Night
(LANTIRN) system. The LANTIRN training missions will be flown between
sunset and 10 p.m., at a preferred flight altitude of 100 feet above
ground level (AGL) on existing MTR's. Approximately 50 percent of the
LANTIRN training sorties will be flown between 100 to 500 feet AGL,
with the remainder flown at altitudes greater than 500 feet AGL. The
ten MTR's, which have been identified by the Air Force as the routes
most likely to have increased use by the F-15E's, traverse six
different states: Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia,
Alabama, and Tennessee.

According to the Statement text, the use of these 10 MTR's by the
Air Force fs estimated to increase by 34 percent. Table 2.1-3 in the
DEIS ‘indicates that the number of sorties/day on the MTR's will
increase 61 percent from the baseline of 31 sorties/day to 50
sorties/day. Table 2.1-2 indicates that the total number of Route
sorties/day will increase 14 percent from 42 sorties/day to 48
sorties/day. We request that the Air Force resolve the discrepancies
between Tables 2.1-2 and 2.1-3, clarify the derivation of the 34
percent increase in MTR utilization and identify the year of the
baseline data. For trend analysis of MTR utilization, the Air Force
is requested to provide data from 1980 until present.

To minimize noise impacts on the human population, the Air Force will
confine the lowest altitude flights on the MTR's to the least
populated areas (Statement: page 4.2-6). Conversely, these areas
support the largest populations of wildlife and will receive the
greatest impacts from the low level, high speed jet flights. Thus,

the impacts to fish and wildlife resources due to the LANTIRN tra1n1ng
missions will be concentrated along these MTR S.

To determine the extent of impacts to fish and wildlife resources, we
request that the Air Force provide the following mapped information on
the MTR s which will be used by the F-ISE squadron:

1) iddentification of each Route in terms of the county

traversed at a scale appropriate to determine local drainages,
National Wildiife Refuges and towns;
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2) ddentification of each Route width, as the Routes vary in
width from 2 to 10 miles;

3) identification of those Route segments prioritized for
flights below 500 feet AGL.

According to section 4.2.1, p. 4.2-1, Tocal air operations, which
define the Base Noise environment, will remain basically the same.
However, on p. 4.4-2, the DEIS states that the overall noise
environment at the Base will be increased as a result of the proposed
action. Further, on p. 4.4-5 the DEIS concludes that F-15 E's are
less noisy than F-4's and there should be an overall decrease in noise
from the F-15E operations. Please clarify these conflicts.

National Wild1ife Refuges. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
eight National Wildlife Refuges (NWR) -in North Carolina and South
Carolina which are affected by this proposed project. These refuges
include: Alligator River NWR, Pea Island NWR, Mattamuskeet NWR,
Swanquarter NWR, Cedar Island NWR, Pungo NWR, Pee Dee NWR and Carolina
Sandhills NWR. Of these refuges, Carolina Sandhills NWR, Pee Dee NWR,
Pea Island NWR and Swanquarter NWR are located under or adjacent to
the ten MTR's and are directly affected. The other four refuges are
located efther adjacent to or included under existing restricted
airspace or military operating airspaces. Additionally, the proposed
Roanoke National Wildlife Refuge is located under and/or adjacent to
two MTR's.

The shift in Air Force operations to night hours will vacate daytime
siots on the Dare County Range (Statement: page 4.2-8) and
consequently on the other ranges used by Air Force, including BT-11.

A subsequent increase in range activity by other mfiitary bases can be
expected. This increase in range use can be expected to result in
increased flights, both authorized and unauthorized, over tre National
Wildlife Refuges. The cumulative impacts of this activity have not
been adequately analyzed fn the Statement. We request the Air Force
assess these cumulative impacts to fish and wildlife resources.

Three refuges, including Pee Dee NWR, Carolina Sandhills NWR and Pea
Island NWR, appear from Figure 3.0-2 to be traversed by MTR's. The
minimum altitude on Route VR73, which crosses Pea Island NWR, is 100

feet AGL. Pea Island NWR is the southernmost nesting area for black
ducks and gadwalls and is a major wintering area in North Carolina for
the greater snow goose. The major fall migration route of the
threatened Arctic peregrine falcon follows the Quter Banks through the
refuge. The major resource management objectives at Pea Island NWR
includes provision of wintering habitat for the greater snow goose and
other migratory waterfowl, habitat and protection for threatened and
endangered species, and habitat for migratory birds on the Atlantic
Flyway.
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objective at Pee Dee NWR is the provision of habitat and protection
for wintering waterfowl. Twelve to fifteen thousand ducks from both
the Mississippi and Atlantic Flyways and approximately fifteen hundred
geese from the Mississippi Flyway overwinter at the refuge. The black
duck, a primary overwintering species in this area has been identified
in the current North American Waterfow! Management Plan as a species
for special consideration due to declining populations. The Carolina
Sandhills NWR is managed to provide endangered species habitat for the
red-cockaded woodpecker and wintering habitat for waterfowl.

Because overflights of National Wildlife Refuges by low altitude,

high speed military jets and the attendant visual and accoustical
impacts on waterfowl and other wildlife is in conflict with the
management objectives of the refuges, we request the Air Force to
relocate those segments of the MTR's which traverse National Wildlife
Refuges to other areas. Specifically we request that Route V73 be
relocated south of Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge and Route IR721
be shifted east of Pee Dee National Wildlife Refuge and be terminated
north of Carolina Sandhills National Wildlife Refuge.

In the event that the Afr Force can not relocate these MTR segments
which traverse National Wildlife Refuges, we request that the Air
Force implement the following mitigative measure:

A1l military flights on VR73 and IR721 will maintain a minimum
vertical separation of 2,000 feet AGL over the National
Wildlife Refuges. In addition, the crossings of the

Pamlico River and Sound and the Pungo River by VR 1074 and VR
1046 should be restricted to 2,000 AGL from November 15 to
March 31. A1l flights on VR73 will be restricted to altitudes
greater than 2,000 feet AGL from November 15 to March 31,
which is the waterfow! overwintering period.

The 2,000-foot AGL elevation is the minimum vertical separation
recommended by the Federal Aviation Administration for refuge
overflights. ;

Migratory Waterfowl and Other Birds. Low altitude aircraft
operations affect Fish and wildlife populations and habitat

utilization. Waterfow! populations throughout the Atlantic Flyway,
including North Carolina, have experienced serious declines in the
past twenty years. Major overwintering grounds for migratory
waterfowl, particularly canvasbacks, exist on the Pungo River and the
Pamlico River and Sound. The proposed mitigation of impacts to
wildlife, as set forth on-page 4.4-6 of the Statement, is inadequate
to protect migratory birds, which are trust resources of the
Department of the Interior. We reouest adoption of the mitigative
measure previously discussed above, if the MTR's cannot be shifted as
requested. :
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Section 4.4.2, which concerns existing research on the impacts of low
altitude, high speed military jets on wildlife, 1s insufficient to
adequately ascertain the impacts of this project on wildlife resources
in North Carolina, particularly waterfowl! impacts. As jets produce
high frequency noise, we request the Air Force to provide the
frequency spectrum of the F-15E and an assessment of the noise
produced in relation to bird sensitivities in the FEIS.

The conclusion reached by the Air Force on page 4.4-4 of the DEIS
that military activities on the Dare County Range, BT-11, the MTR's
and the Echo Military Operating Airspace have not resulted in adverse
jmpacts on the quantity and diversity of wildlife in those areas is
unsubstantiated. The Air Force is requested to provide documentation
of those studies supporting this claim.

In view of the lack of information, we recommend that the Air Force
design and conduct studies in North Carolina to determine the impacts
of low altitude, subsonic flights on wildlife, particularly on
wintering waterfowl. An assessment of the impacts to wildlife is
incomplete without data which address the question of night
operations. We request that the Air Force undertake efforts

to obtain these data.

Endangered Species. The endangered and threatened species list on
page 3.1-5 o; the DEIS, was provided to the U.S. Air Force in
response to their December 1, 1987 request for scoping comments on
this project. Based on the project description provided in the
request, only those species inhabiting Wayne County, the site of the
Seymour Johnson Afr Force Base, and Dare County, the site of the Dare
County Range were provided in the 1ist. The information provided in
the DEIS indicates that significant impacts may occur to those
species which inhabit areas under the MTR's.

The Fish and Wildlife Service does not concur with the Air Force's
conctusion on page 4.4-5 that significant impacts to endangered and
threatened species will not occur, as the evaluation of impacts for
the 1ist of species provided for Dare and Wayne counties is inadequate
and also does not include those species affected by the MTR's,

BT-11, or airspace W-122.

The Fish and Wildlife Service requests the Air Force to re-evaluate
the impacts to endangered and threatened species from the Yow
altitude, subsonic military jet flights on the ten MTR's identified
for increased use and the for other ranges. A complete list of
threatened and endangered species will be provided by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service upon receipt of information identifying all
counties traversed by the MTR's or affected by activites at the
various target ranges. The re-evaluation should include the specific
study information from Eglin Air Force Reservation which supports the
conclusion that red-cockaded woodpeckers are unaffected by low
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altitude, subsonic jet flights. Future revisions should include a
complete discussion of potential impacts and appropriate mitigative
measures to avoid or minimize potential adverse impacts to nesting sea
turtles and bald eagles, piping plovers, roseate terns and any other
species identified as occurring within the impact areas. The roseate
tern (Sterna dougallii), an endangered species, was added to the

Dare County species list in December, 1987. Enclosed is a copy of the
"Habitat Management Guidelines for the Bald Eagle in the Southeast
Region,” for your use. You are advised that this project has not been
reviewed or cleared, pursuant to the requirements of the Endangered
Species Act and that coordination with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service is necessary. :

Radar. The LANTIRN system includes a terrain following radar of
unspecified operational capacity. We request the Air Force to provide
the following information and an assessment of the possible impacts of
this radar on wildlife resources:

1) wavelength and footprint of the radar;

2) exposure duration and frequency of radar use during
" LANTIRN training sorties;

3) 1impacts of radar on migrating and resident birds, bats and
wildlife, including disorientation effects (i.e., night
flights over resting waterfowl! with resultant fleeing;
foraging bats).

Lasers. The LANTIRN system includes an infrared laser for target
training use on the Dare County Range. The information provided on
the Pave Spike and Pave Track lasers indicates that the footprint
width can be as narrow as 75 feet. A maximum width is not provided.
The length can vary from 100 feet to 5 miles.

The skin and eyes are most susceptible tissues to damage from laser
radiation. A common reaction of wildiife to foreign or novel noise is
to orient towards the sound. This raises the probability of injury,
particularly to the eyes. According to the Statement, the LANTIRN
laser appears to be “eye safe" for humans. We request the Air Force
to provide information on the hazards of lasers to wildlife and an
assessment of the associated risk of the LANTIRN laser operations at
the Dare County Range. The assessment should include information on
the frequency of laser use, exposure duration and footprint.

Cumulative Impacts. The assessment of the cumulative impacts to the
biofogical environment presented in Section 4.4.6 of the Statement is
inadequate, primarily due to the failure of the Air Force to consider
the regional and military-wide implications. As stated by the Air
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Force on page 4.2-8, usage of the Dare County Range and associated
Routes and Military Operating Airspaces by other military bases can be
expected to increase as the Air Force shifts its operating times to
the evening hours. The impacts of this increased use of Military
Operating Airspaces, Routes and target ranges must be evaluated as
part of the cumulative impact assessment.

A single flight by the Air Force may not result in an adverse fmpact
to a given flock of waterfowl. But if that flight {is the tenth or
seventy-fifth flight over that flock, exceeding a threshold level of
that flock for disturbance, the flock may vacate that habitat
entirely. The cumulative impact analysis must attempt to answer the
question of what level of airspace utilization of Routes, Military
Operating Airspaces and restricted areas exceeds the threshold
tolerance of wildlife and results in an adverse impact to the
population.

Summary. Major issues that need resolution include: 1) adverse
Tmpacts to waterfow) and other migratory birds and wildlife; 2)
conflict of Air Force training objectives with National Wildlife
Refuges management objectives; 3) impacts to endangered and threatened
species; 4) evaluation of cumulative impacts; 5) mitigation of
impacts; and 6) evaluation of impacts on the Cape Lookout and Cape
Hatteras National Seashores; and(7) analyses of cumulative impacts of
this proposal combined with other defense activities.

We request that you meet with Ms. Mike Gantt, Field Supervisor,
Raleigh Fish and Wildlife Service Field Office and Ms. Kate Benkert of
that office to resolve these issues before a final EIS is published.
Ms. Gantt may be reached at (919) 856-4520. The NEPA process provides
an avenue for referral of unresolved issues to the Council on
Environmental Quality under Section 1504 of the CEQ regulations. It
is our desire to exhaust every possible method of negotiation to
resolve these issues in 1ieu of using the referral process.

Therefore, I urge you to meet with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
as soon as possible. Please contact me at (404) 331-4524 if I can be
of further assistance. ‘ )

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIS.

Sincerely,

=

James H. Lee
Regional Environmental Officer
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
P.O. BOX 25201
JAMES Q. MARTIN RALEIGH 27611-5201 DIVISION OF AVIATION
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RALEIGH-DURHAM AIRPORT
919) 787-9618
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Mr. Alton Chavig

HQ TAC/DEEV

Bldg. 681, Room 320B

Langley AFB, Virginia 23665-5001

Dear Mr. Chavis:

The North Carolina Department of Transportation would like to offer the
following comments concerning the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
for the F-15E Beddown at Seywmour Johnson AFB, North Carolins.

A better method to accomodate citizen input relative to noise complaints
generated by sircraft using low level routes in N.C. needs to be
established. With the incressed activity along these routes, especially
in the evening, there will be an increase in noise complaints.

Commercisl telephone numbers available for this input would be a logical
firat step.

Since the aircraft will be using Dare Rsnge some changes are needed
there. The Navy has establighed & discrete frequency remoted to their
operations at Oceana. This ie an advisory service for general aviation
pllots to obtain range status. RHowever, a pilot may enter R-5314 after
checking with the Navy, thinking that the entire range is inactive.
R-5314 needs to be split in order to indicate the separate Air Force and
Navy operations being conducted there. Since the range is an Air Force

area and the Navy is a tenant, this action ghould be initiated by the Air
Force,

Lastly, the increase in operations have a detrimental cumulative impact
upon 8 area of Special Use Airspace that has severs ATC problems without
radar and communications. As this office has indicated many times in the
past, this is a "piecemeal” addition to a already serious problem.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this matter.

Sincerely,

Marshall Sanderson
Airspace Coordinator
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W. PAUL MERRING
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

ROUTE 3, BOX 157 TELEPHONE 778-4010
GOLOSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA, 27530

May 2, 1988

L& Cods Ken Allan

S TRCUF~1 §

Seymous Johneon Aix Foace Bade
Noath Caroline 37531

Dear L& Co. Allen:

We want 8a peoteet the incaeade in noise of any planes ot Seqymous
Johneon Aix Foace Sase. The (itizens Againet Zoning have fought this
and any infeingement for yeass, Ue @eea nol eucceseful in keeping
bhe City officiale feom zoning our atea around the Saes. We do not
“vote foa thess officials, and they haven't given us anything, They
have zoned ua fos the benefit of SHP8, ehich ia unfeix,

9 wae out of Lown ab the Liss of the heasing conceaning this and
my wife did nod wmad b wtil the night of the hearing aboul nine p,m,
9 heve Lived in thia atea all ay Life and ay wife about 33 yeare. We
ate conceaned with any addilional night noise foa the sany 4edidents
in this area [(the eact aide of the aunway, on Old Nighway 111),

We have tried o o good faiends of the Bade all of these yeans,
but after awhile, we decide to «egistes a complaint, although the
Goldaboao News Aagus elates that the F=15C jets will be areiving in

47 | October. Does & heating do any good at ald? 9t didn't do any good

with the City Officiale,
Youre » /o
Y &ZAA-;
W, Paul Nearing

R 2h
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State of North Carolina
Department of Natural Resources and Community Development
512 North Salisbury Street ® Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

James G. Martin, Governor Dr. Lynn R. Muchmore
S. Thomas Rhodes, Secretary Assistant Secretary
Administration and Intergovernmental Relations
May 2, 1988

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chrys Baggett

FROM: Lynn Muchmore??&}//

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement, F-15 E Beddown at

Seymour Johnson AFB (SCH#88-0767)

The Department of Natural Resources and Community
Development has reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for the proposed beddown of F-15E aircraft at Seymour
Johnson AFB. There is no conceptual objection to the proposed
change in the aircraft, although weaknesses in the DEIS prohibit
endorsement of the proposed action at this time.

Structural and substantive deficiencies in the DEIS render
the document difficult to comprehend and raises questions about
some of the conclusions reached. It appears that substantial
information needs to be added to the DEIS to allow it perform
the purposes envisioned by NEPA. For that reason, this
Department recommends that a Supplemental DEIS be prepared for
this project, thereby providing an opportunity for all pertinent
data to be incorporated into a single consistent perspective. To
improve the format of the Supplemental DEIS it is recommended
that the sections on the Affected Environment and Environmental
Consequences be separated into three parts (Base, Ranges, MTR) so
there will be no confusion as to what physical area the
environmental discussion applies.

This Department's review also identified numerous questions
about the conduct of activities upon ranges, restricted airspace,
and MTR; as well as the compatibility of these areas with other
state concerns. Given the statement on page 4.2-6: "The Air
Fcrce is sensitive to noise issues and continually reviews
operations to minimize community impacts. Should the Air Force
find that some adjustments are needed to minimize impacts...,
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appropriate steps (commensurate with mission requirements) will
be taken"; it is recommended that such an investigation be
undertaken, and that the results be incorporated into the
Supplemental DEIS and pursued with the FAA. This Department is
prepared to work with the Air Force, and other state and local
agencies in such a cooperative effort.

The Department of Natural Resources and Community
Development appreciates the opportunity to review the DEIS, With
improved documentation, and appropriate adjustments for local and
cumulative conditions, we feel assured that the proposed action
will progress.

LRM/BF/dlr
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State of North Carolina

Department of Natural Resources and Community Development
512 North Salisbury Street ® Raleigh, North Carolina 2761t

James G. Martin, Governor Edythe McKinney
S. Thomas Rhodes, Secretary Director
Planning and Assessment
May 2, 1988

MEMORANDUM

TO: Lynn Muchmore

FROM: Bill Flournoy 6 ?

RE: 'f-ISE Beddown at Seymour Johnson AFB (SCH#88-0767)

The following and attached comments are from divisions of this
department. They are in response to the draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) prepared by the U.S. Air Force for the
proposed beddown of F-15E aircraft at Seymour Johnson AFB.

This has been a particularly perplexing NEPA review because the
most significant potential impacts relate to proposed training
areas previously approved by the FAA. To adequately respond to
the concerns of this department the FAA regulations over the
effected Military Training Routes, special use airspaces, and
ranges would have to be amended, but these are not decisions
directly controlled by the Air Force's NEPA review.
Nevertheless, the draft environmental document is weak on the
topic of cumulative impacts and its technical presentation can be
improved in many areas. The following comments address these
concerns in an effort to assist the Air Force in proceeding
toward the development of a sufficient final EIS.

Page xiii. The summary includes a statement about takeoff noise
and afterburner use for the F-15E. Related statements in the
text on pages 2.1-1 and 4.2-1 are in conflict and the
discrepancies among these three should be resolved.

Page xiv. Tre summary includes the following: "The results
suggest a net positive impact on the local economy and
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essentially no net impact on residential property values", which
is representative of a problem found throughout the draft
environmental document. The impacts of the proposed action may
be found over a large region including not only the Goldsboro
area, but also the area beneath the Military Training Routes
(MTR) and the effected ranges and their associated Restricted
Special Use Airspaces. Many decisions appear to be based upon
status quo data, inappropriate data, or no data at all. On this
and other environmental topics, the means of measurement must
relate to the nature of the impacts, and be sufficient in its
breadth and depth of discussion. A special effort should be made
to deal with all significant impacts in the EIS, address the
various affected areas specifically, and use the most appropriate
data for decision-making.

Page xv. The summary includes a statement about the effects of
turbulence from low-level flights. The topic was introduced and
discussed in neither Section 3 on Affected Environmental, or
Section 4 on Environmental Consequences. This appears to be a
potential impact of significance for the areas effected by MTR,
training range, and Restricted Airspace use that should have been
discussed in the draft EIS. 1Its technical characteristics should
be presented in adequate detail and its effects integrated into
the discussion of environmental consequences so as to allow an
understanding and analysis of the issue.

Page xvi. The summary justifies increased noise impacts at the
Dare County Range (DCR) with the statement: "However, the public
frequently utilizing areas near DCR have been exposed to aircraft
noise for a number of years". While this may be true, it must be
pointed out that the DCR predates NEPA and a total environmental
analysis of the activities that may be conducted there under
current authorizations has never been conducted. It is
inappropriate and perhaps inaccurate to conclude here or
elsewhere in the draft or final EIS that any given level or use
or impact is acceptable because it falls within existing FAA
authorizations for MTR or SUA.

Page xvi. This summary and later more detailed discussions of
the MTR place heavy reliance upon operating instructions to
pilots to minimize potential environmental impacts. Since such
instructions were not appended to the draft EIS it was difficult
to analyze the level of protection that might be afforded. A
copy of DOD Flight Information Publication AP/IB was finally
secured and will be discussed later in this memo.

Page xvi. The summary should include the topics of solid and
hazardous waste management as discussed in more detail later in
the draft EIS.
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Page 2.1-2. The first paragraph under Proposed Action shows no
difference between the two missions being contrasted. 1Is this
correct?

Page 2.1-1, 2.1-2 and 2.1-6. There are several references to
Table 2.0 which should read 2.1.

Page 2.1-2. It is noted that 30 + low-level routes are available
to Seymour Johnson aircraft, but only ten are identified. 1If the
Air force intends to use any of the twenty unidentified MTR then
the draft EIS is incomplete in its presentation and analysis.
Reviewers of the draft EIS cannot comment on the environmental
acceptability of potential actions that are not presented.

Page 2.1-2. Vision Restricting Devices (VRD) are mentioned as an
alternative to night training, but little is said about them.
Does the Air Force favor VRD training or are there significant
disadvantages to actual night training? Under what circumstances
would VRD training be utilized under the proposed action?

Page 2.1-4. Table 2.1-2 could be greatly improved through
reorganization and additional information to make it more easily
evaluated by reviewers. Columns showing the numerical and
percentage increase in the proposed sorties would be
advantageous. This would clearly show that the most significant
increases (20%) would occur on IR-012 between Seymour Johnson and
the DCR, and on VR-1046 between Seymour Johnson and R-5306-C.
The other eight MTR would have increased utilization in the
12-14% range. In the draft EIS it is noted that four MTR have
the heaviest utilization, but from this table it is not obvious
why VR-1046 was not included among the heaviest utilized MTR.
Under the proposed action it is clearly indistinguishable from
the next highest utilization MTR.

Page 2.1-5. Table 2.1-3 deserves much more detail, in light of
the text on page 2.1-3 and 2.1-6. The table should include all
airspaces and ranges to be used under the proposed action. 1It is
difficult to determine the distribution of use from the
information in the draft EIS. For instance, are the increased
sorties on VR-1046 destined for BT-9 or 11 or are they passing
through to offshore Warning Areas. Such information is critical
to an understanding of the cumulative impacts of the proposed
action. This table would also be improved by columns showing the
number and percentage increase in the proposed sorties.

Page 2.1-6. Two statements are unclear as to their intent or
purpose in the draft EIS: (1) "This increase could be
accommodated by expanding the operating hours at Air Force DCR,
and through additional utilization of Navy Dare and BT-11", and
(2) "In addition, operating hours of Air Force DCR would likely
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be expanded to accommodate F-15E night training requirements".
oes this mean that the Air Force intends to ask the FAA to amend
LLfts time of use designation of R-5314? With the exception of
these two statements, no specific discussion has been presented
or such a change. It is critical to an understanding of the
roposed action for any such amendment to be clearly documented

n the draft EIS to address indirect effects and illuminate

ncertainty from the final proposed action.
ages 2.2-3 and 2.2-7. There needs to be closer coordination
ounterpart in the criteria. For instance, is W-122 the

between item "c" of the Seymour Johnson discussion with its
upersonic operations area referred to in the criteria, or are
3lothers envisioned? What is the instrumented air combat tactics
ange available to Seymour Johnson; failure to name the site
aises skepticism about the draft EIS. It would be more accurate
0 say that there is discussion of enlarging the Echo MOA but

hat the process hs3s not progressed beyond the NEPA scoping
hase; FAA approval of expansion is not assured at this time.

q

0 show their relationship with other facilities. For instance,
either R-5301 and 5302 nor R-5313, or Pamlico MOA are on the
ap. It is impossible to identify the location of any site in
he interior of the state if it is not on the map.

age 3.2-1. While acknowledging that two different types of
noise measures are needed to assess airport and aircraft noise,
he Air Force placed a disproportionate burden upon day night
verage noise levels (DNL) to define the impact of the proposed
action. The use of DNL data is acceptable for evaluating noise
mpact in Goldsboro, but is less acceptable for use at the
anges, and least acceptable on the MTR where activity is more
ntermittent. The draft EIS should have relied more on sound
xposure level (SEL) data, alone and in combination with DNL
ata, to more accurately describe the impacts of these single
Ooise event exposures.

Page 3.0-3. Figure 3.0-2 only qualifies as a general
epresentation.- of the MTR proposed for use and is not sufficient
65 i

age 3.2-1. The noise assessment standard endorsed by the
ederal Interagency Committee on Urban Noise is referenced. 1It
was not noted as to how these standards were applied in assessing
oise impacts for the proposed action. These standards could be
pplied in Wayne County, but are inappropriate for use on either
he MTR or ranges because of the significant difference in the
haracter of surrounding land and single event nature of noise
xposures. Therefore, any data in the draft EIS which relies
pon these standards for assessing noise impacts outside Wayne
County are also inappropriate.

2-21




bb

b1

A3

b9

7o

71

—_ —_— e —— = — l
- ———— - - . - - Y e . . cwer e ewm e e .
o a——

Page 3.2-7. It is mentioned that a program has begun to build
"hush" houses at Seymour Johnson AFB, but no details are provided
in the draft EIS. It is impossible to determine when the program

might be completed or how effective it might be in reducing test
stand noise.

Page 3.2-7. The practice weapons to be used are referred to as l
"inert ordinance". While this may describe their explosive
capacity, it may not be environmentally accurate. The

detonators, smoke charges, and rocket propellant use and proposed
for use on the ranges are made with chemicals, the impact of

which have not been presented in the draft EIS. Any chemicals on
EPA's Priority Pollutants and Hazardous Materials List that are '
associated with existing or proposed ordinances should be

reported since it may be released to the environment. The impact
of potential releases should also be analyzed. l

Page 3.2-8 and 3.2-9.; The twin statements that : '"Since DCR is
a restricted area, the noise impact on humans is not a major
environmental consideration" and "Public use of the DCR is
restricted" are not entirely accurate and are misleading because

public use is not prohibited. 1In fact, Air Force Dare is managed'

by agreement with the N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission for
hunter safety, so public use of the range is allowed. Noise
impacts on humans must be a consideration in the EIS. Further,
DCR cannot be used without impacting the humans and land uses .

beneath R-5314, but this area has not been addressed in the draft
EIS.

Page 3.2-9. The discussion of areas sensitive to noise impact '
should include population trends as an indicator of the
suitability of the proposed action. For instance, Dare had the
greatest percentage increase in population (28.9%) of the top l
five counties in North Carolina between 1980 and 1985. Four of
the five fastest growing counties (Dare, Brunswick, Carteret and
Currituck) are in the coastal zone. '

Page 3.2-9. Farmers are not alone in their concern about the
effects of aircraft noise on animals. Wildlife is an integral l
part of the resources and economy of eastern North Carolina.

‘They should be mentioned in the section on the areas

sensitivities to noise impacts, along with a reference to more
detailed discussion later in the draft EIS.

limited to provide the breadth of data needed to understand the
full range of operational conditions. As discussed on page

3.2-7, ground level noise exposure is determined by aircraft

power setting, altitude, and duration of exposure. Therefore, .
the table should include the following information in addition to

Page 3.2-14. The informetion presented in Table 3.2-2 is much to'




N

~
™

4
o

~
o

~t
Q

=
&

that already shown. The observer to aircraft distance column
should include a 50 foot measures since this is the lowest
anticipated flight and closest exposure. There should also be
groupings of noise level data arranged by power setting (minimum
approach, cruise, afterburner). This will provide the draft EIS
with sufficient data to allow understanding and analysis of the
proposal.

Page 3.3-3. It is noted that the Neuse River and Stoney Creek in
the vicinity of Seymo’ir Johnson AFB are designated as Class C
waters. The Neuse River has recently been designated as Nutrient
Sensitive as well, and this designation and its ramifications
should also be discussed in the draft EIS.

Page 3.3-4. The existence of flow controls on the principal
surface water transport canal leaving the DCR was mentioned. No
discussion was offered in the draft EIS to explain how the
controls are used to protect the sensitive resources of the
coastal area. Is fresh water diverted away from primary nursery
areas, or are water levels raised during dry seasons for added
fire protection, for instance? Such information is necessary to
determine whether or not the environment is being protected and
whether the draft EIS is complete.

Page 3.3-6. Special Use Areas associated with the proposed
activity are presented, but since this term is not defined it is
impossible to ascertain if all appropriate areas were included.
There is a reference to Section 3.4-4, and if this is the extent
of the special use areas discussion then it can be assumed that
the draft EIS presentation is grossly deficient. For instance,
Cliffs of the Neuse State Park is mentioned to be in the vicinity
of Seymour Johnson AFB, but Waynesborough is not. Numerous State
Parks and gamelands exist in proximity to MTR, but they are not
identified here. This section simply does not provide sufficient
information to allow analysis and decision-making.

Page 3.4-7. Sensitive Areas associated with the proposed
activity are presented, but this term is also undefined and it

is impossible to know if all appropriate areas are included. It
might be assumed that this discussion is incomplete, since no
State Parks or gamelands are included, but these areas might have
been excluded by definition. Nevertheless, state owned and
managed sensitive areas are comparable to and of equal
significance with federally designated areas, and they should
have been presented in the draft EIS.

Page 3.4-12. There appears to be a conflict between the
statement: "[Cliffs of the] Neuse State Park, approximately 8
miles southeast of Seymour Johnson AFB, provides unique
geological features" and the statement on page 3.3-7 that reads:
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"No unique physical features occur on or around Seymour Johnson
AFB".

Page 3.4-12. The reference to Figure 3.01 appears to be
inconsistent with the text. Further, there is no map in the draft
EIS that identifies the MTR and all adjacent/underlying:
"wildlife management and recreation areas such as State parks and
National forests". This is a major deficiency in the
environmental documentation.

Page 3.7-30. The two sentence socioceconomic discussion for the
DCR is totally inadequate and shows a disregard for the regional
impacts of the proposed action. This section of the draft EIS
should lay the foundation for analysis, conclusions, and possible
mitigation of impacts. Regrettably, no foundation is provided,
so the remainder of the environmental documentation is equally
insufficient. The draft EIS presents a more thorough picture of
Goldsboro/Wayne County on page 3.7-22 through 3.7-29 and the
discussion of the DCR should have been comparable. The DCR
discussion should acknowledge that the range is inexorably
connected to the remainder of R-5314, rather than the narrow
perspective presented on the draft EIS. Contrary to statements
in the draft EIS, both the DCR and areas beneath R-5314 are
economically productive. The areas economics relate in part to
the commercial and sport, hunting and fishing industries; and
their livestock is nature's fish and game. Finally, it should be
noted that the socioeconomic discussion is inconsistent with the
breadth of information presented in subsection 3.2.5. on noise
sensitive areas, which is important because of the possible
socioeconomic losses that might occur as a result of the proposed
action, but which remain unaddressed in the draft EIS.

Page 3.7-30. The one quarter page socioeconomic discussion for
the MTR is also inadequate for much the same reason as the prior
comments about DCR. A more thorough foundation is necessary to
support analysis and decision-making. There is significant
concern as to whether the MIR are sufficiently restricted to
avoid socioeconomic impacts, and this will be discussed in more
detail later in this memo. Further, the Air Force's statement
about the positive secondary and diffuse socioeconomic impact of
MTR is unfounded and cannot be claimed for areas removed from
Seymour Johnson AFB.

Page 3.9-1. The presentation on aesthetics fails to recognize
that all of the senses are involved in the determination of
aesthetic value, not just visual input. The omission of
discussion about the relationship of hearing (noise), touch
(turbulence and pressure changes), and smell (air emissions)
weakens the draft EIS. As mentioned earlier in this review,
numerous sensitive areas are known or presumed to be affected by
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the proposed action that have not been identified in the draft
environmental document. The inadequacies of this early
documentation is carried throughout the draft EIS.

Page 4.1-1. The air quality dispersion analysis is said to be
based upon worst-case analysis. On page 3.5-1 there is a
discussion of "surge" operations for the F-4 which involves up to
189 sorties per day for the duration of the operation. 1If
similar surge operations are anticipated for the F-15E, then
would this constitute the worst-case to be used for draft EIS
analysis?

Page 4.1-2. Table 4.1-1 is either difficult to interpret or it
is inconsistent. If the "Maximum Number of Aircraft" column is
accurate, then shouldn't the data for l-hour through 24-hours
reflect surge operations? If seasonal and annual data assume at

most 1440 sorties per month, then why should the maximum number
of aircraft monthly be 6122

Page 4.2-1. The discussion of impacts of the proposed action is
too narrow in that it addresses the DCR without including the
surrounding operations area R-5314. These broader noise impacts
have not been evaluated in the draft EIS, so the true effects of
increased utilization of DCR are undocumented and unknown.

Page 4.2-5. The data found within Table 4.2-2 is not
representative of the possible noise impact because it reduces
intermittent frequency data to an average. As mentioned earlier,
SEL date and repetitions per given period are more representative
of the type of impact anticipated along the MTR. The absence of
this data jeopardizes the sufficiency of the draft EIS.

Page 4.2-6. The text reports that: "only ten to twenty percent
of the sorties would be flown at the 100 foot level, and these
operations would be restricted to defined segments of the MTRs".
The draft EIS does not identify either the exact MTR segments
approved for 100 foot AGL training (part of VR-1752 is approved
to the surface) or the sensitive areas that may be found beneath.

This renders the analysis of impacts incomplete and significantly
weakens the draft EIS.

Page 4.2-8 and 4.2-9. As noted earlier, the DCR is restricted,
but public use is not prohibited. Therefore, the statements that
noise: '"should not pose a threat to human health" cannot be
substantiated. Further, since: "The noise environment of the
DCR has not been quantitatively define" and humans are present in
the area, the draft EIS conclusions are unfounded and most likely
inaccurate on this issue.

Page 4.2-8. The contention that: "weekends ... should be free
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from aircraft noise interruption" cannot be assured on the DCR.
Weekend use is not prohibited under FAA designation and the Air
Force has offered no other assurances through the draft EIS. 1In
fact, the weekday/weekend distribution of historical use was not
presented to support or conflict with such a contention.
Recreational use also has holiday and seasonal fluctuation, but
there was no effort in the draft EIS to identify and correlate

such trends to military training schedules as a mitigative
measure.

Page 4.3-1. 1In the discussion of hazardous waste generation, an
increase from 13 to 17 gallons per aircraft per month was
projected as a result of the proposed action. While this may be
quite accurate, the discussion would have been more clearly
presented if the draft EIS had also reported that this was a 30%
increase that amounted to an additional 288 gallons per month or
3456 gallons per year for Seymour Johnson AFB.

Page 4.4-2. The presentation on the impacts of fire is too
limited because it introduces only one potential source. A more
complete identification of fire sources is needed in the draft
EIS to support a more complete and effective mitigation proposal.

Page 4.4-4. The statement that: "wildlife coexisted with the
military uses of the Echo MOA, DCR, Range BT-11, and the MTRs for
many years without any evidence of adverse affects on the
quantity and diversity of wildlife" should not be made without
specific supporting data. The draft EIS did not present excerpts

from or reference to long-term monitoring or research that would
substantiate this Air Force site specific claim.

Page 4.4-5. Because of the previously noted generalizations of
noise data, incomplete inventories, and weaknesses in the

research presented on noise impacts on wildlife, the conclusions
reached in the sensitive areas presentation of the draft EIS are

questionable. Better base data could easily lead to different or
more complex conclusions.

Page 4.4-6. The discussion of cumulative impacts on the
biological environment includes the statements: "The frequency
of night operations will increase; however, wildlife on or near
the various military operations areas already are accustomed to
night operations. The range has been used intensively by the
military for over 20 years and no cumulative adverse impacts have
been observed'". This unsubstantiated conclusion suffers from the
same need for supporting data as noted in the previous comment.

Page 4.4-6. The discussion of mitigation measures for biological

environmental impacts places dependence upon the design of MTR
and observance of special operating instructions to minimize
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impacts. As noted earlier, a copy of DOD Flight Information
Publication AP/1B was secured and reviewed to confirm the Air
Force's use of this approach. The review found no State Parks or
State Gamelands (Refuges) identified in the special operating
instructions nor were areas where state resource management
aircraft could be expected to operate. The review also found the
special operating instructions identification of towns,
noise-sensitive areas, bird activity, crop dusting, and fish
spotting to be sporadic and insufficient to provide the

mitigation benefits presumed in the draft EIS.

Page 4.5-2. The discussion of mitigative measures for accident
potential relies heavily upon the "see and avoid" rule, while the
conclusion about cumulative impacts is that: "increased night
range utilization will result in higher probability of an
aircraft accident on the range complex". The absence of a
proposal for more formalized protective/management measures in
the draft EIS gives not assurance that state resource management
and emergency aircraft operations will be able to continue.

Page 4.9-1. The conclusion that: "Aesthetic quality of areas in
the vicinity of the MTRs affected by the proposed action could
also be affected by the increased number of evening and nighttime
sorties" is not supported by the Air Force finding that DNL
levels will be constant or reduced. This confirms the need for
greater reliance upon and better organized information on SEL
data in the draft EIS. Further, the conclusion that noise:
"might affect recreational activity, for example, in Cape Lookout
and Cape Hatteras National Seashores" is not evident in the data
and conclusions presented in Subsection 4.7 on Socioeconomic
Impacts. The draft EIS should be more consistent in
cross-referencing its findings throughout the document. Again,
reliance upon MTR operating instructions is believed to be an
ineffective mitigative measure, as they are currently written.

Finally, general comments about the complete draft EIS are in
order.

(1) The structure of the environmental document presents
cumulative impact discussions by impact topic. This conveniently
allows the issue of cumulative impacts among the several
concurrent military operation expansions (Navy, Marine Corps, and
Air Force) proposed in North Carolina to be discounted and
avoided. The draft EIS should have made a greater commitment to
identifying the cumulative impacts associated with these multiple
proposals. This is clearly a situation defined under 40 CFR
1508.7 of CEQ's regulations.

(2) The draft EIS is inconsistent in the way it addresses
unavoidable adverse impacts. In some cases, such as the
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discussion of physical environment, laser operations,
socioeconomic, and aesthetic impacts, the issue is not addressed
at all. In other cases, such as noise and biological
environmental the conclusions are founded upon questionable data
bases. This provides little confidence in the results
conclusions, or proposals contained in the environmental
documentation.

(3) Throughout the draft EIS the DCR is treated as an isolated
unit. In reality it cannot be utilized as proposed without
R-5314. The 16% increase in utilization of the DCR was noted,
but this never carried over into a specific evaluation of the
impacts on the larger area covered by R-5314. This raises the
question of whether the impact analysis for the DCR is adequate.

In conclusion, when this review and the attached comments from
divisions within this department are take as a whole, the draft
EIS appears to be insufficient to successfully meet the purpose
and requirements of NEPA.
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DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION

INTER-DIVISIONAL MEMORANDUM

TO: Melba McGee R
FROM: carol Tingley C 77
DATE: April 13, 1988

SUBJECT: 88-0767 F-15E Beddown at Sevmour-Johnson AFB

The Division of Parks and Recreation has reviewed the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed conversion of 72
F-4 aircraft to 72 LANTIRN equipped F-15E aircraft at Seymour-
Johnson AFB in Wayne County. The effects of the proposed conver-
sion will extend to the Dare County Range and to the various
Military Training Rcutes (MTRs) utilized by these aircraft.

We manage and operate Pettigrew State Park in Washington and
Tyrrell Counties. The 16,600 acre park includes Lake Phelps, and
is very popular for fishing, boating and other recreational
activities. The park is located within R-5314, near the Dare
County Range, and 1is presently subject to frequent 1low-level
military overflights. The noise from these overflights adversely

affects the quality of the park visitor's recreational
experience.

Several of the MTRs which would be affected by the proposed
aircraft conversion cross over or near the park: VR-073,
VR-1753, IR-012, and VR-1074. The DEIS shows that the proposed
DNL along each of these MTRs would be equal to or less than the
current DNL. The EIS concludes that as a result of the unchang-
ing DNr., there would be no impacts to recreational activities in
areas undevrlying the MIRs. This conclusion is unfounded.
Because of the sudden and startling nature of the noise events
resulting from aircraft overflights, the total number of flights
and the timing of flights, rather than just the average sound
level, are significant contributors to the overall level of
impact. The total number of flights along each of the MTRs near
the park will be substantially increased, and the flights will
occur later in the evening hours. These factors will signifi-

cantly increase the overall impact of military overflights on the
park.

Other state parks in addition to Pettigrew are located under or
near MTRs, and therefore would be impacted by increasing numbers
of overflights. Hammocks Beach State Park in Onslow County is
within R-5306C, and under VR-1043. Park visitors frequently
complain of the intrusive and annoying 1low-level military
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Melba McGee
April 13, 1988
Page Two

aircraft. The proposed increase in use of VK-1043 will exacer-
bate this problem. MTRs VR-1046 and VR-1074 will affect Goose
Creek State Park in Beaufort County. Other state parks may be
impacted by increased use of MTRs, but DEIS Figure 3.0-2 |is

insufficient to compare the location of the MTRs with the loca-
tions of the parks.

Although Pettigrew State Park is mentioned in the DEIS as a
tourist attraction, it is not included in the discussion of
sensitive areas or mitigative measures. The relationship of this
and other state parks to the MTRs is not discussed at all. The
£IS should include a more specific and thorough discussion of
impacts to state parks under the MTRs, and should propose mitiga-
tive measures to offset the proposed increases in overflights.
We would like an opportunity to review this additional informa-
tion prior to the issuance of a Final EIS for this project.

cc: Philip McKnelly

5075
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James G. Martin, Governor

State of North Carolina L

Department of Natural Resources and Community '%cjipmgn
Division of Marine Fisheries el

PO. Box 769 ® Morehead City, North Carolina 285570769

S. Thomas Rhodes, Secretary April 11, 1988 (919) 726-7021
MEMORANDUM
TO: Bill Flournoy
FROM: __ Ed McCoy and Wayne Maxwell
SUBJECT: Seymour Johnson F-15E Beddown, Draft EIS

At the meeting on 6 April 1988, it was clear that replacing
existing aircraft with the F-15E at Seymour Johnson presents no
problem to the Division of Marine Fisheries. What surfaced at
the meeting was that the mode of training with the F-15E would
change from air to air as used with the F4 to an air to ground
training situation. Training requirements would establish 1low
level flight corridors and utilize existing targets in the
immediate coastal area such as BT-9 (Brant Island), BT-11 (Piney
Island), and the ranges located in Dare County and Albemarle
Sound. It is these low level flight paths with a floor of only
100 feet, that further impacts aircraft enforcement and
surveillance operations of the Division of Marine Fisheries.

Over the past several months, we have been "bombarded" with
proposals by various military branches to extend military
restricted/controlled airspace with what appears to be absolutely
no coordination between the military groups. The cumulative
impact is one problem while the continually expanding use, or
proposals to use, flight corridors with floors of 100 feet could
eventually render Division aircraft useless. We could eventually
be forced to seriously consider a number of additional water
surface enforcement and survelillance units with personnel to
offset the loss of the use of Division aircraft in part if not
all of the coastal waters.

Should we have to use water surface units to replace what is

now being accomplished with Division aircraft, the cost, as
projected in my comments of 26 August 1987, would be in the
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Mr. Bill Flournoy
Page 2
April 11, 1988

neighborhood of $450,000 per unit initial costs. 1Initial costs
plus operating and fixed costs over the expected life of such
patrol boats would be about $225,000 per year for each unit. The
number of such water surface units needed to replace existing
aircraft patrol would, of course, depend on the success of the
military in obtaining proposed airspace areas. There is a point
in the establishment of military air space in the coastal area at
which the feasibility of maintaining Division aircraft would have
to be questioned. In other words, continued designation of
military airspace, especially low level activities, could
eventually put the Division out of the aerial
enforcement/surveillance business.

EGM/rm
cc: Dr. Bill Hogarth

Fentress Munden
Jim Tew
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State of North Carolina
Department of Natural Resources and Community Development
Division of Forest Resources
512 North Salisbury Street ® Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

James C. Martin, Governor Harry F. Layman
S. Thomas Rhodes, Secretary April 13, 1988 Directos

MEMORANDUM L

TO: Melba McGee . 5 ‘

Environmertal Assessment Unit

THROUGH: Harry La
Directo

FROM:  Don H.

obbins
Staff Forester

SUBJECT: DEIS for the Conversion of the 72-F-4
Aircraft at Seymour-Johnson AFB with 72 ({lantern)
Equipped F-15E Aircraft

We have reviewed the above document that was prepared by the U.S.
Air Force and have the following comments--

1. The proposed action would:
A. Increase the number of sorties that would be flown
between sunset and 1030 PM at the Dare Bomb Range.

104 | B Be a shift in mission emphasis fyom the air-to-air
emphasis to more of an air-to~ground situation.
C. Cause more low altitude flying.
D. Result in a higher probability of an aircraft accident

at the Dare Bomb Range.

(8]

our current agreement with the Air Force is that on Readiness
Plan #6 or higher, when relative humidity is forecasted to
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Memorandum

Melba McGee
April 13, 1988
Page 2

remain below 60% during the night, flight operations will be
canceled. If the increased night time flying is going to
cause them to extend beyond this, then they will need to
provide more people for night time fire protection purposes.

We would also hope that the other increased items mentioned
above would not cause us increased fire problems or
accidents.

The DEIS indicates that the proposed action will not require
any modifications to the existing restricted air space, or
MOAs. We, of course, would hope that the proposed action
would not require any future changes in airspace
requirements, because this could interfere with our aircraft
operations.

The table on page 2.4-2 should be expanded to include Fire
Problems and Air Space under Impact Area for summary of
effects.

We would hope that the mitigating measures indicated in
Section 4.4.7 to put the generator for the infrared target in
a2 container that would prevent fuel from spilling onto the

ground, would be adequate to prevent a fire in the peat
soils.

We would like to re-emphasize some of the below concerns that
we brought out in the scoping meeting on December 19, 1987--

A. When there is a woods fire, regardless of where it is in
relation to any MOAs, that we will be there with several
aircraft including large air and heli-tankers and they
need to take this into account.

B. Some of their pilots are young, inquisitive, and are 1in
a training status and at times, they will 1leave the
centerline of the MOA to come over to take a look at the

woods fire and this has caused us some concerns in the
past.

C. We understand that the USAF has a job to do as well as
we and we would hope that both parties could have an
effective and safe air operation.

NRCD Air Space Meeting with Bill Flournoy on April 6, 1988:

At the above meeting, several questions were brought up and

Bill Flournoy requested the below information from Forest
Resources.

2-34




.
I
!
'
'
'
'
'
!
'
!
I
!
’
:
’
!
!
!

Memorandum

Melba McGee
April 13, 1988

Page 3

A.

DHR/11

cC:

The fire reports indicate that the majority of the €fires
on the Bomb Range under cause are listed as machine use
only and are not really broken down any further.
However, personal observations by our people in the area
since 1980 reveal the following causes:

(1) The majority of the fires are caused by their
practice bombs.

(2) Approximately 4 have been caused by airplane
crashes.

(3) Approximately 6 have been caused by Smoky Devils
(relatively new device).

Their flight restrictions and range use are tied to our
Readiness Plans and Relative Humidity and the Air Force
has been very cooperative in helping to prevent fires.
Since 1980, District Forester Dan Smith can only recall
approximately five nights the Air Force could not do any
flying due to relative humidity. Even though this was
not many nights, it prevented a lot of potential bad
fires from getting started. Our nearest weather station
is at Stumpy Point Tower which is only manned 6 months
per year during the spring fire season.

We have a fire plan for the area and have restrictions by
Readiness Plans. The Air Force provides us all the money
for men and equipment for fire protection and prevention,
both on and off of the range. We have good cooperation
and relationships with the Air Force and they have been
very receptive to our needs and suggestions.

Dane Roten
Fred White
Bill Flournoy
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& North Carolina Wildlife Re

512 N. Salisbury Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 27611, 919-733-3391
Charles R. Fullwood, Executive Director

April 27, 1988

MEMORANDUM TO: Melba McGee, Planning and Assessment
Dept. of Natural Resources & Comm. Dev.

FROM: Richard B. Hamilton ) : ﬁ
Assistant Director [&M’\B Um‘ﬂ
SUBJECT: STATE CLEARINGHOUSE IGC/EIS PROJECT NUMBER 88-

0767: Draft Environmental Impact Statement F-15E

Beddown at Seymour Johnson AFB, Wayne County,
North Carolina

subject Draft Tvironmental Impact Statement (DEIS) and
professional biologists on our staff are familiar with
habitat values of the project area which includes a
significant portion of eastern North Carolina. Our comments
are provided in accordance with provisions of the Fish and
Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16
U.S.C. 661 et seq.) and the North Carolina Environmental
Policy Act (G.S. 113A-1 et seq., as amended; 1 NCAC 25).

Although the DEIS is generally well written, the
document focuses almost entirely on adverse impacts at the
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base and the Dare County Bombing
Range. Due to the nature of flight training activities,
impacts from the proposed beddown of the F-15E squadron will
extend far beyond the base and range. We believe the
following comments to be appropriate:

1. Military Training Routes (MTR's)---The DEIS
identifies 10 MTR's most likely to be utilized by
F-15E aircraft with night flights at altitudes of
generally less than 500 feet above ground level
(AGL). Adequate environmental descriptions,
including wildlife resources along these MTR's are
lacking. Noise footprint analyses, environmental

descriptions, and impact analyses on wildlife and

Ito outdoor recreation should be should be presented

in a revised DEIS for each of the MTR's. We are

especially concerned over impacts from night-time
flights on wildlife resources.

The Wildlife Resources Commission has reviewed the l
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Another area of concern regarding MTR's
involves selection based upon low human population
density. In general areas with low human activity
provide the highest quality remaining wildlife
habitat. Examples include VR1752 and VR73 which
follow all or portions of the Roanoke River Basin.
Bottomland and swamp forests along the Roanoke
River provide some of the highest quality habitat
remaining for numerous game and nongame species in
the entire State. Because of the quality of
habitat underneath these MTR's for wildlife
resources, utilization by outdoor recreationists,
potential impacts from a 34% increase in flight
activities (primarily at night), and ownership by
the Wildlife Resources Commission of nearly 14,000
acres we strongly encourage treatment of these
MTR's as environmentally sensitive areas and
believe they should receive special attention.
There other publicly owned areas by State or
Federal agencies which should receive additional
attention regarding environmental impacts.

Impacts on Wildlife---The DEIS provides a cursory
analysis of impacts from low altitude flights on
domestic animals and , to a lesser extent, wild
species. The document further concludes that
wildlife has existed in areas with high noise
levels associated with aircraft and therefore,
there must not be any impact. There are many
problems with such an analysis which is based upon
faulty logic. First, one cannot conclude that
there have been no impacts on wildlife populations
from aircraft noise without baseline population
estimates or indices. Even though wildlife may be
present (ex posto facto), conclusions presented do
not consider previous population densities and
compare with present numbers or density potential.

Secondly, data selectively presented is based
primarily on impacts from daytime activities.
While some species are active primarily during the
day and rest a2t night, many are crepuscular or
nocturnal. As data are generally lacking on low
level flight impacts at night, an assessment of
these impacts will be difficult but concerns must
be addressed. Such an assessment must include an
impact analysis for those species which are active
primarily at night as well as species which may be
resting. .

We are especially concerned over impacts on
migratory waterfowl, colonial birds, and
threatened or endangered species. Most of these
species are roosting at night and may be subject
to significant disturbances from jet aircraft
flying at altitudes of 100 feet AGL. Professional
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biologists have observed significant disturbances
on flocks of waterfowl from low flying aircraft
during daylight hours. There is little reason to
doubt that similar disturbances would not be
possible during the night. Frequent disturbances
may result in insufficient time for feeding and
resting, thereby resulting in birds returning to
breeding grounds in poor condition for
reproduction. Another species, the wild turkey
(Meleagris gallopavo) roosts in high trees in most
of the Roanoke River Basin. Biologists and turkey
hunters know that excessive noise during night
hours will flush birds from the roost. Since the
species is not adapted to nocturnal activities,
individual birds become more susceptible to
predation once flushed from it's roosting site.

Laser Safety---The analysis of laser safety is
oriented to humans only. Although we have assumed
that laser's are active only when near targets,
the area affected by the beam could be as small as
75 feet wide (maximum width not provided) by 100
feet to 5 miles long. Many nocturnal wildlife
species such as the white-tailed deer (Odocoileus
virginianus) have a tendency to direct attention
to noise and 1light. This is evident from the
relative ease with which firelighters illegally
kill deer at night. We believe that a potential
for laser safety regarding wildlife, especially
those species which may be affected by night

flights and target practice, does exist and must
be analyzed.

Conflicting Airspace Utilization---Wildlife
enforcement officers and biologists utilize
aircraft for detection of game law and fisheries
violations and censusing, respectively. While
most activities are conducted during daylight
hours, aerial observation of deer firelighters at
night is one of the most efficient techniques for
detection and apprehension. Such flights are ma.de
at night and may cover large areas of the State,
especially eastern North Carolina. The DEIS does
not address procedures for resolving problems
arising from conflicting needs for airspace
utilization. We actnowledge the mission of the
Department of the Air Force, but must also point
out the fact that our mission involves
conservation and protection of wildlife resources.
Denial of an important enforcement technigque will
affect our ability to accomplish our mission. The
DEIS should address impacts on enforcement flights
for detection and apprehension of firelighters as
well as flights during the day.
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Cumulative Impacts---North Carolina has realized a

substantial increase in Department of Defense
activities throughout the state,but especially in
the eastern portions. The combined effect of
individual agencies may result in cumulative
impacts far more significant than stated in
individual documents. We continue to maintain
that impacts from all military activities should
be examined, especially when considering
statements indicating decreased use of bombing
ranges during the day by the Air Force will result
in increased use by other branches of the
military. Failure to adequately address
cumulative impacts will continue to propagate the
piecemeal approach to environmental impact
assessment and coudld result in significant
degradation in the quality of our environment.

Mitigation---We disagree with the DEIS analysis of
the need for mitigation. Basically, the document
lacks sufficient information for fully addressing
adverse impacts on wildlife resources making a
determination that mitigation is unnecessary
premature. In determining the need for
mitigation, direct, indirect, and cumulative
impacts must be fully considered.

Research Needs~---While the DEIS attempts to assess
project impacts on wildlife resources, it falls
short of doing so. It does clearly show a
significant data gap regarding noise impacts on
wild animal populations. In order to resolve some
concerns, objective research is needed. Research
may be as simple as placing noise sensors along
MTR's or other high activity areas or as complex
as quantifying impacts on certain wildlife species
such as the deer, turkey, or bald eagle. We are
especially interested in effects of low altitude,
subsonic flights on waterfowl. Quantification of
impacts through carefully designed research
projects should not fall solely on the Air Force
as other military agencies are utilizing the same
air space. We believe that data needs will
require a joint effort by all branches of military
agencies utilizing the project area to provide
information necessary for future decisions.
However, commitments to study the problems should
be made now.

In summary, we believe the DEIS to be inadequate for
fully evaluating adverse individual and cumulative impacts
on wildlife resources. We further believe that a revised
draft is necessary to address expressed concerns. We 1look
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forward to working with the Department of the Air Force and
other Federal and State agencies to resolve concerns and
move forward with the project, including research projects.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on
this application. If we can provide further assistance,
please call on us.

RBH/1p
cc: Mr. Hal Atkinson, NCWRC
Mr. Grady Barnes, NCWRC

Mrs. L. K. (Mike) Gantt, USFWS
Mr. Dennis Stewart
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ALBEMARLE COMMISSION

LEAD REGIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR REGION R

ST OFFICE BOX 646

L] CHURCH STREET TELEPHONE
TFORD, NORTH CAROLINA 27944 (919) 426-5753
l'lﬂﬂWORANDUM
l TO: NORTH CAROLINA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
7,
FROM: DON C. FLOWERS, JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR Aﬁd 443
' DATE: APRIL 25, 1988

SUBJECT: COMMENT ON U.S.A.F. D.E.I.S. - STATE REVIEW §84-E0000-0749

The following are comments from the Albemarle Commission. The
Albemarle Commission represents the ten (10) counties of Region R in
Northeastern North Carolina. The entire Air Force Dare County Range
falls within this region as does Navy Dare, Palmetto, Stumpy Point,
large sections of Pamlico A and B MOA and many of the proposed MTR
routes.

The D.E.I.S. as submitted fails to follow N.E.P.A. guidelines in
the following areas:

1. Lack of public participation in affected area. The D.E.I.S.
states increased usage of the ranges with new flying tactics - as
such, public hearing should have been held in this region for public
comment and review as required by the N.E.P.A. process.

2. Oniy one public hearing was held at Goldsboro, N.C.- over two
to three hours away from most of our region and the D.E.I.S. was not
obtained in time for an adequate review by local public officials.

3. The D.E.I.S. does not address the effects on ranges other than
the Dare County range even though the Air Force spelled out in the
D.E.I.S. it's plans to use other ranges. For example, the Palmetto
range (R5302) was not mentioned in the D.E.I.S. but a phone call to
Mr. Alton Chavis, HQTAC/DEEV, Langley AFB, Virginia confirmed the Air
Force's intention to continue to use the Palmetto Range. (ref. Mr.
Stan Busteed of Holiday Island). The N.E.P.A. process clearly states

all affected areas must be reviewed. Effects on all ranges used,

MEMBER GOVERNMENTS
Cumden ® Chowan ® Currituck ® Dure ® Gates ® Hyde ® Pusquotank ® Peryuimans ® Tvrrell ® Wushington
Columbia ® Creswell ® Edenton ® Elizubeth City ® Gatesville ® Hertford ® Kill Devil Hills ® Kitty Hawk ® Manteo
Nags Head ® Plymaouth ® Roper ® Southern Shores ® Winfall
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regardless of agency control, must be included as part of the NEPA
process.

4. In addition, cumulative impact on all ranges is not being
addressed by the Air Force in the D.E.I.S., or by the Navy or
U.S.M.C.- which all use the same ranges! The N.E.P.A. guidelines
clearly state all cumulative impacts must be addressed. Any D.E.I.S.
concerning joint use airspace should be prepared for the Department of
Defense (as the head federal agency) by a disinterested third party.
Separate proposals by individual services neglect to assess the
cumulative impacts of joint usage.

5. The D.E.I.S. as submitted does not satisfactorily or fully
assess the impact of aircraft noise on waterfowl and wildlife.

(a) The U.S. Department of the Interior Fish and Wildlife
study #87-115 dated February, 1988 clearly reveals the harmful
magnitude of aircraft noise on wildlife. All references in the
D.E.I.S. concerning waterfowl are greatly understated in view of the
D.0.I. study by trained wildlife professionals. The U.S. Department
of Interior study was funded in part by the U.S. Air Force and all of
its data should be included in any D.E.I.S.

(b) The Naval Air Station, Fallon, Nevada, E.I.S. study,
Section S5, Wildlife, also emphasizes the harmful effect on wildlife
and waterfowl in particular. Both of these studies are recent and
were performed by third parties. They should be included in any
draft. The statement "Most literature suggests that animals are little
affected by jet aircraft noise; they appear to be more aware of moving
objects than of sound" is completely and totally inaccurate. The

Department of Interior's study and the Naval Air Station E.I.S clearly
refute this.

6. The D.E.I.S. understates the potential damage to people and
property from sound and air pressure due to low level flights. Low
level flights of military jets at high speeds may cause severe
physiological damage. Noise damage is not assessed, but rather an
average noise level (LDN) is listed. The D.E.I.S. should concentrate
on single event noise for damage and impacts. Cumulative studies
should be undertaken before low-level flights are permitted. The

"high annoyance" the D.E.I.S. states simply overlooks physical harm,
and a resolution to that harm.

7. The D.E.I.S. does not address the harmful effects of ironized
radiation on people, plants or wildlife that would cumulate due to
radar emissions from low flying aircraft. As a "night fighter", the
F15E is greatly reliant on radar navigation. A study should be
included by independent experts in this field.

8. The D.E.I.S. glosses over the potential dangers of laser
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radiation. Specific knowledge should be made available in order to
ascertain the potential damage in hazard zones, footprints and lasing
areas. Expert opinion on laser hazards should be included.

9. The D.E.I.S. states procedurez for the use of VRD (Visual
Restriction Devices) during daytime hours. This use would be an
extremely dangerous practice at low level high speed flight operations
for crop dusters and any general aviation pilot within the MTR routes.
The general aviation and agricultural aviation communities should be
given specific public hearings and allowed to comment. Does the Air
Force desire public comment on their proposed MTRs?

10. (a)The additional creation of MTRs via existing VRs is
inevitably dangerous and would have devastating effects on people,
homes, property and wildlife by sound and air pressure damage. There
are already too many VR and MIRs in this area. The creation of any
low level high speed MIRs should have a separate Environmental Impact
Statement.

(b) The proposed MTRs' low level flight paths converge on the
west side of the Dare County restricted air space where the floor is
1000 feet. Obviously, this is incompatible. 1Is the Air Force
proposing to drop the air space floor of the range? If so, that is a
major confiscation of airspace rights and would require significant
public input and review, not to mention F.A.A. guidelines. Will the
Air Force have its pilots immediately "climb" to 1000 feet to be in
compliance with the western end of the range air floor? All MTRs
should confirm to the air space floor when entering into a range -
otherwise this is a de facto way of creating additional air space.
The MTRs' eight mile width constitute a range within themselves and
should not be permitted unless they go through the same F.A.A. process
as needed for special use airspace.

11. wWill the Air Force give avigation easements for property that
they plan to fly over at less than 500 feet? The Supreme Court has
held that property owners own the property rights up to 500 feet of
airspace over their properties. Will all property owners be advised
of these overflights and will they have an opportunity to concur,
settle, or be heard in a public hearing?

12. The statement on page 2.2-3, first paragraph "Areas should
permit supersonic operations" is totally incorrect. 1In 1974 the Navy
had a study performed that concluded this area was not suited for any
supersonic operations due to its relatively dense population for that
type of operation. This area has seen a vast increase in population
in the past fourteen (14) years. We are totaly opposed to any
supersonic operations or supersonic approaches to land targets from
the sea. The latter would destroy the intent of the Federal Park
systems and make use of this area as a residential and living area
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totally unsuitable. Why did the Air Force include supersonic in the
E.I.S., and what are they proposing?

13. The D.E.I.S. states the D.C.R. will be used for tactical air
exercises. Will that include the Navy Dare County Range or most of
restricted airspace R-5314? 1If so, the impacts should be stated.

What are tactical air exercises?

14. The D.E.I.S. incorrectly estimates the economic benefits of
the addition of new Air Force personnel. Factors that should be
included in any study are:

(a) Estimated lower property values along MIRs.

(b) Estimated economic loss to counties from potential
destruction of waterfowl habitat and the potential of abandonment of
habitats due to low level flights.

(c) The property tax exempt status of military personnel
living on base versus the cost of services given to personnel.
Examples: schools, recreation, increased human services, etc. It is a
known fact that federal impact funds do not begin to cover the costs
of tax supported services.

In summary, the Air Force D.E.I.S. is inadequate in that it does
not address all the issues, does not use the most current ecological
data, does not address cumulative impacts in all areas of use and the
procedures have not been followed to allow for proper public hearings
and comments by all affected parties in all the affected areas. This
document vividly points out the need for any D.O.D. air space usage to
be prepared by a neutral third party.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
EISH AND WiI OUFE SERVICE

NO. 8/-t1s
DATE Sent.

There is evideace that low-altitude aircralt operations
affect fish and wildlife populations and habitat utilization under
. Fish and Wildlife Scrvice jurisdiction. As part of a
cooperative research effont with the U.S. Alr Foree, the
National Ecology Research Center initiated a survey-in January
' 1987 of all Service regional offices, research centers, and field
' statons. The purposs of the survey was to determine the
nature and extent of actual or poteatial adverse effects of low-
' ' altitude 3irciilt operations on fish and wildlife. Information
was requested on observations of animal reactions to aircralt
operatons, instancss of areas where aircrafl noise ts known or
believed (o be responsible for reduced populations, descriptions
l of areas where adequate background data on wildlife
populatdns are available to compare impacted and
nonimpacted sites, and other data that might be relevant or:
I help(ul in determining the direction and design of aircraft
impact studies.

TheProblemis Wzdespread

The problem of aircraft disturbance to fish and wildlife
occurs over a wide geographic area. The regional responses
received through July 1987 included: Region 1, 34: 2, 23; 3,
12;4,26: 5. 12: 6, 10; 7, 3; and 8, 13 (133 wotal). The
survey revealed aircrafi-induced impacts on fish and wildlife
such as starie behavior in raplors, panic and running behavior
in ungulates, and the monality of hatchery striped bass
(Morone saxatilis) due to high-intensity sonic booms.

Various types of miliary, commercial, and private aircraft
have been responsible for diswurbing wildlife on and near
Service installations. Sixty refuges in 30 States and all
Service regions reponed moderate to severe underutilization of
habitat by waterfowl and other wildlife due 1o the frequency of
low-altitude aircraft over(lights.. Several reports stated that
helicopters appear Lo cause a greater frighy/Might response than
_ lixed-wing aircraft. Waterfow! were by far the most frequently
" reported group disturbed by aircraft activity. Texas Point
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Survey Reveals the Magnitude of Aircraft Effects on
Fish and Wildlife

National Wildlife Refuge, for example, receives 2lmost no
winter use by snow geese (Chaen kyperborea) due 0 low-
aldwde overflights. Scveral installations reporied exaeme
aircraft disturbance W colonial hcsting species. For exampie,
the only United States colony of magnilicent frigatebirds
(Fregata magnificens) may be declining because of fresuent
low-altitude overflights by tour plancs at Key Wes: Nauonal
Wildlife Refuge. [a Hawaii, low-altitude military ovesiignis
are believed o be responsibie for the palila (Psittirosirz .
batlleue), an endangered species, underutilizing a sizatie
portion of its critical habitat

Technical Assistance Is Available
Fish and Wildlile Service refuges and field ofTices do nc:
have an adequate knowledge base to predict the eifects of low-

 altitude aircraft on (ish and wildlife, yet thay must maks

assessments of the potenual effects in proposed flight zrezs.
Vinwally all responding (icld installations expressed suppen
for additional information on the cffcets of aircralt noiss and
sonic booms on (ish and wildlife. Center saaff have reseach
experience on this subject and can provide lechnical assistancs.
The Nauonal Ecology Rescarch Center has assembled zil
known published information on the cffects of aircrait and
other noise on domestic animals and wildlife into a keyword-
searchable, bibliographic data base. Copies of this daw base
(or portions thereaf) are available at no cost o Servics fic'd
insullauons.

Additional Information Is Requestec

As pant of an ongoing rescarch effon Lo acquire
unpublished information on the effects of low-altitude sircmaft
operations on {ish and wildlife, the National Ecology Research
Center requests any information on the subject. The
information will be added (o0 the data base and made availzble
o Service personncl.
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EFFECTS OF AIRCRAFT NOISE AND SONIC BOOMS
ON FISH AND WILOLIFE

RESULTS OF A SURVEY QF
U.S. FISH ANO WILOLIFE SERVICE
ENDANGERED SPECIES ANO ECOLOGICAL SERVICES
FIELD OFFICES, REFUGES, HATCHERIES,
ANO RESEARCH CENTERS

Qouglas N. Gladwin
OQuane A. Asherin
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Ecology Research Center
2627 Redwing Road
Fort Collins, CO 80526

and
Karen M. Manci
TGS Technology, Inc.

2627 Redwing Road
Fort Collins, CO 80526.

February 1988
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< PREFACE

This report was produced as the result of a cooperative research project
between the National Ecology Research Center, Ft. Collins, Colorado and the
Air Force Engineering and Services.Center, Tyndall Air Force Base, Florida, on
the effects of aircraft noise and sonic boom on animals. The effort was
funded by the Air Force's Noise and Sonic Boom Impact Technology program,
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio.

- e . o~ P ee e ie mme ceme . e imag e amem e - . e

- .. - »

DT MR AT W e tat  @Ly 00 e 04 aapiry s b, esiemyye, e i tan et LA L 3ot ad Siaek S I THLE SR Y A b batb Lot ad ) cta X ag

IR Tl CYPR




——— e -

!
[}
|
'
{
{
\

Suggested citation:

Gladwin, D.N., D.A. Asherin, and K.M. Manci. 1987. Effects of aircraft noise
and sonic booms on fish and wildlife: results of a survey of U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service Endangered Species and Ecological Services Field Offices,
Refuges, Hatcheries, and Research Centers. U.S. Fish Wildl. Serv., National
Ecology Research Center, Fort Collins, CO. 24 pp.
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T TINTROOOCTION™T T T S T T T ) T T
A The' National Ecology Research Center (Center) as part of an angoing
research study on the effects of low=altitude aircraft operations on fish and
wildlife, coaducted a survey in January 1987 of all U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Serv1ce) regional directars, resesarch center directors, Ecalogical
Services and Endangered Species fleid officas supervisors, refuge managers,

and hatchery managers. The objective of the survey was %o determine the
nature and extent of aircraft-induced impacts on fish and wildlife species,
populations, and habitat utll\:&tlon under Service Jurlsdlct1on.

Because many Service field installations are located near military and
civilian airports and flight traxnzng areas, the results of the survey could
be useful to Service personnel who must comment on proposed flight ogerations
and for evaluating habitat in such areas. The field installation managers and
biologists were asked to provide background information or data on fisn aad
wildlife reactions to law-altitude aircrarft disturbencas,- iaciuding physio-
logical, behavioral, and rcproducu1ve/populat.on effects. The survey strassea
that because of the current lack of information on the efiects of eircraft on
fish and wildlife, any type of information the respondent couid supply wouid
be of interest. ' ' ’ '

' Specifically, the survey zsked for information such as:

(t) observations of znimal reaction(s) to aircraft operations, .e.g.
desert bighorn sheep scare behavior in responsa’ to aircraft over-
flights or hatchery fish saizures and death following intense soaic
booms; .

(2) instances of areas where aircraft noise is known or beiieved to be
responsible for reduced population size, e.g., areas aloag heavily
used aircraft flight corridors where breeding watarfowl densities
are lower than in similar habitat away from the noise area:

(3) descriptions -of areas or sites where adequate background data on
wildlife habitat and populations are available to compare impacted
and nonimpacted sites;

(4) any .other data or information that might be relevant or helpful in
determining the direction and design of future aircraft impact
studies; and

(S) expression of the importance of aircraft/wildlife impact information
tao the Service.

The 132 responses varied from no known adverse aircraft-induced effec:s
on a given refuge or hatchery, to waterfowl leaving an area due to the presence
of low-altitude aircraft overflights, to the death of fish at a hatchery due
to intense sonic booms.

.
[
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RS —Survey responses—that contained information on the effects of aircraft on'm'
fish and wildlife were entered iato a data base (Table 1 and Appendix 1),
using the QUICKTEXT data base management system (Osborn and Strong 1984).
QUICKTEXT is a user—friendly data management system that permits easy selection
of keywords in fields to sort, list, and summarize responses by region, State,
year, agency, location, type of aircraft, animal group, and problem/issue
descriptors. : '

DATA BASE SUMMARY _ .

Multiple resyonses from separate personnel came from Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge (NWR) (6 responses), Bombay Hook NWR (2), Sacramento NWR (2),
and Wichita Mountains NWR (2). Approximately 24% of the responding installe-
tions were in Region 1, 23% in Region 2, 20% in Region 4, and less than 10%
each in the other Service regions. The data basa contains information received
from installations in 30 Statas. The Statas with the highest number of
installations reporting aircraft disturbance were Texas (11 installations),
California (6), Nevada (5), Alaska (4), and North Carolina (4).

N Table 1. Aircraft/wildlife impacts data base fields.
Field no. Fieldname ' ‘Description
1 - [TEM# Assigned by QUICKTEXT.
2 REGION | Service region of installation.
3 STATE . State of installation.
4 " YEAR _ . Year of response.
S AGENCY Government agency respond;ng to

survey (at present, data base only
contains Service code).

6 LOCATION Name of installation.

7 AIRCRAFT Type of aircraft causing disturbaace
(e.g., MILITARY, COMMERCIAL,
HELICOPTER, SMALL JET).

8 * ANIMAL Animal group(s) being disturbed
(e.g., BIRDS, WATERFOWL, UNGULATES;.
9 [SSUE Short description of problem(s)/
. issue(s).
2-50
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military (60% of the installations), private (44%), and commercial™ (37%).
Helicopters caused disturbance at 70% of the installations, small jets at 55%,
small propeller aircraft at 50%, and large jets at 31%.

L ' [nstallations reported a variety of birds, mammals, and fish disturbed by

aircrart operations (Table 2).

Table 2. Animal groups reported by. installations as being potentially
affected by low-altitude aircraft -operatioas.

Installations reoorting

. Animal group : Numoer Percent
Birds 63 ¢0
' Watarfowl 44 63
. Raptors 12 17
Shorebirds . 8 11
Coloaial nestiag , -7 10
- l Upland game 6 9
' Waterbirds (e.g., cranes) 3 4
: Seabirds 3 4
' . Cavity=-nesting 1 11
Passarines 1 1
l Other (unspecified) 7 10
Mammals 14 20
' Uangulates 12 17
Marine mammals i 1 .
Bats . 1 1
I |
Fish S 7
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{ . The problem of aircraft disturbance to fish and wildlife existt over a
wide geograpnic area. Various types of military, commercial, and private
sircraft have been responsible faor disturbing wildlife on and near Service
installations. Several reports stated that helicapters appear to czuse a
greater flight/fright respoase in wildlife than fixed-wing aircraft. Waterfowl
were by far the most frequently reported inimal group disturbed by aircrarft.
Several installations reported that some species of waterfowl were completely
driven off refuges by frequent aircraft activity (e.g., Texas Point NWR).
Waterfowl are an extremely visible group of birds, and the incidence of reports
of disturbance may be .a reflectian of this as well as the apparent greater
sansitivity of the group to aircraft disturbance. Clearly, additional research
is needed to determine if more secretive, less conspicuous bird species also
are being adversely affected by aircrars.

The reported impacts on wildlife range from minor behaviorai responses to
severe changes ia the use of an area (e.g., Texas Point NWR). Information on
the ralationship of the observed reictioas to physiclogic, pogulation, and
reproducsive affects for most species and situations is currently unknown.

Several installations reported extreme zircraft disturbance %to colonial
nesting species. For example, the only United States caolony of magnificent
frigatabirds (Fregata magnificsns) mey be decliaing dus to irequeat low-
cltitude overrliights by tour-planes at Key West NWR. [n zddition, low-aititude
militery overflights are believed to be czusing ‘the endangered palila bird
(Psittirostra bailleui) of Hawaii to underutilize a sizable portion of its
critical habite

-

While aircraft disturbance to mammals was not reported as frequently as
for birds, several installations reported that low-altitude a&aircraft have
caused ungulates to stampede -(e.g., desart bigharn sheep (Qvis canadensis
nelsoni) at Desert NWR and proaghorn antelope (Antilocaora zmericana) at Hare
Mountain NWR and Sheldon NWR]. Concern was expressad particularly for
potential adverse efiects of low-altitude aircraft over fawning/calving grounds
(e.g., eddangered Sonoran ~proaghora antelope (Antilocaora ‘americana
sonoriensis) at Cabeza Prieta NWR and barren ground caribou (Rangifer arcticus)
at Selawik NWR].

Service refuges and Ecological Services and Endangered Species f{ieid
offices currently lack an adequate knowledge base on the effects of low-
altitude aircraft on fish and wildlife,. and are consequently making assessments
of the potantial effects of proposed flight areas based on inadequat2 informa-
tion. Field installation managers expressed a high level of frustraticn at
their helplessness to stop or modify proposed projects that would increase the
level of aircraft disturbance at or near their iastallations. Virtually &1l
field installations responding to the survey expressed support for further
reskarch on the effects of aircraft noise and sonic booms on fish and wildlife.
At this point, the number of other Service field installations that have
aircraft problems, but failed to respond to the survey, is unknown.
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RECOMMENOATIONS . - ' T T
° “{ . .
The following recommendations are made based on the survey results. 4
l. A formal mechanism should be established for refuges by which the

-
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majority of airspace intrusions and resultant animal respcnses can -
be documented. Violations of the Federal Aviation Administration's
(FAA) recommended 2,000 ft minimum flight altitude above gqrouad
level needs to be reported to the FAA for private and commercial
aircraft, 2nd to the military base of origin for military aircrafe.
Photagraphing the intruding aircraft may be necassary to document
approximate height above ground level and to identify the aircraft
for reporting purposes.’ I[deally, the sound level should be recorded
using sound level meters, and animal responses should be quantified
to the extent possible. For example, a report should conatzin
information similar to the following: "A single pass over a refuge
by a ailitary aircraft bDeiaring the letter designation HL (Hill Air
Force 8ase, Utah) at approximataly 200 ft zbove ground level at
1 p.m. on 2 July 1987 created.a peak noisa level of 10S decibels and
céused virtuaily all refuge waterfow! to leave-cthe ars: for aporox-
imataly 2 hours." ‘The documented comolaint shouid be resortad :o
the Commznding Officer at Hill Air Force 3ase. Some Service refuges
are cyrrently employing such a reporting system.

Seciuse many of the Servica field iastzllations responding to the
survey resorted a lack of sufficient information on aircrafs {mpacss
when called ugon to comment on proposad flight operztions, ail
Service rsfuges and Ecological Services and Endangered Species field
offices should be providad with s copy of the joint Csnter/Air Farce
puolication entitled "Effects of Aircraft Noise and Senic Booms on
Domestic Animals and Wildlife."

A central clearinghouse for aircraft/wildlife impacts information
should be established. ' .

A follow-up study to this preliminary survey should be conducted to
gather additional informatiocn from Service field installations. The
results should be analyzed and summarized in a report similar to,
but more detailed than, this one.

Service field installations should develop better working relations
with airport operatars, the FAA, and military bases regarding the
effects of zircraft operations, both cngcing and procosed, on fish
and wildlife.
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‘/ «-————*’6*"’Qeg1od‘ "(Research “and Development) should tbndué» formal field

research studies on the effects(of low-altitude A\rcraft operations
on fish and wildlife, with emphasis on waterfowl, colenial

birds, and threatened ind endangered species. These field studies
should be base funded and coaductad under the direction of the
Center as an aircraft impact research project. Research should be
conducted to translate observed behavioral responses to low-altitude
dircraft overflights to potential adverse reproductive/population
effects. Studies should be conducted that compare the wildlife use
and productivity of infrequently overflown refuges to those frequent-
ly overflown by low-altitude aircraft,
location and resource availability.

nesting

but otherwise similar In

An aircraft impact prediction capability should be defined and

developed, and accass to the capability should be mzde available to
all Service field installations.
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INTRODUCTION

This is the second annual report on monitoring the effects of super-
sonic and low level military aircraft operations on wildlife. As part of
the Memorandum of Agreement with the U.S. Navy and the State of Nevada, the
Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) will provide data addressing impacts
to wildlife and associated habitat by air operations of the U.S. Navy at
NAS Fallon. Funding for this _project is provided by the U.S. Navy at NAS
Fallon and administered by the Nevada O0ffice of Community Services.

The effects of supersonic and low level military air operations on
wildlife in Nevada are unknown. Scientific literature on the effects of
noise disturbance on wildlife mostly address short-term impacts. No
long-term monitoring studies have been found by this project. It is the
Department's intent to monitor the operations both within the SOA, the five
surrounding Military Operation Areas (MOA's), and the wetlands of the
lahontan Valley to observe impacts on wildlife behavior, populations and

their -habitats.

The area being monitored is shown on Map Al. The lands within the
Supersonic Operations Area (SOA) are within the Great Basin desert type.
They include parts of three counties in central and western Nevada -
Churchill, Pershing and Lander Counties. The five MOA's that have air
operations cover parts of four additional counties - Mimeral, Nye, Eureka
and Lyon. The wetlands within the Lahontan Valley are located in Churchill

County.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

Literature on tne effects of supersonic and subsonic aircraft distur-
bance on wildlife has been received from various sources. The U.S. MNavy,
Woodward and Clyde, Hubbs Institute, the Washington Department of Game, the
Sierra Club, the Nevada State Library, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) have provided copies of work associated with the effects of
sound on animals. Numerous bibliographies and reports have been reviewed,
with the USFWS bibliography from Fort Collins providing the most complete
and up-to-date annotated listing of. the research on this subject. The
following information was compiled from these literature sources.

BIG GAME

Little research has been done on the effects of supersonic overflights
on big game species. Reindeer were shown to be moderately sensitive to
sonic booms, regardless of their intensity which ranged from .35-7.02 mb.

(Espmark, 1972)

Caribou and antelope were shown to respond to low flying aircraft.
Overflights caused 65 to 75 percent of caribou herds to panic. (Kleine,1973
and Calef,1976) Antelope had a strong reaction to overflights that
measured 77 dbA but did not react to overflights measured at 60 dbA. (Luz,

1976)

No long~term monitoring research on the effects of supersonic or
subsonic low level aircraft noise on big game species has been conducted.

UPLAND GAME

Wild turkeys were tested for reactions to sonic booms during nesting
and brooding. Four hens on nests reacted to sonic booms by assuming alert
posture. No production losses were associated with sonic booms (.4 to 1.0
psi). Brooding hens and poults were not separated from each other follow-
ing sonic booms. (Lynch, 1978) Simulated sonic booms of 50-860 nm2 had no
effect on nesting pheasaats. (Ruddleson, 1971) Chicken egg hatching
success was unaffected by simulated sonic booms. Chickens hatched from
eggs exposed to simulated sonic booms had no differences from controls in;
weight gain, onset of egg laying, or egg production. (Heineman, 1969)

No long-term monitoring research on the effects of supersonic or
subsonic low level aircraft noise on upland game species found in Nevada
has been conducted.

NONGAME

Raptors in New Mexico were observed for their reactions to supersonic
and low level overflight. Observed reactions to nearby jet traffic were
minimal and were never associated with reproductive failure. Measured
noise levels of 82-114 dbA caused alarm reactions of short duration.
(Ellis, 1981) Endangered kites in Florida were unaffected by airport
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operations. (Dade County Airport Authority, 1977) Hunting behavior im a
northern harrier was not interrupted by low level jet passes and bomb
explosions measuring 80-87 db. (Jackson, 1977) Harriers demonstrated the
ability to locate their prey by hearing vocalizations of the prey without
having to use visual or olfactory signals. (Rice, 1982) Raptor
populations at French airports from 1973 to 1977 appeared to increase with
a corresponding increase in birdstrikes. (Busnel, 1980)

Ravens became very agitated in response to a sonic boom forming a
flock of up to 72 individuals which took over 10 minutes to disperse.

(Davis, 1967)

Circumstantial evidence linked very intense low level sonic booms with
a mass hatching failure of the Dry Tortugas sooty tern in 1969. (Robertson,
1970)

Simulated sonic booms caused bleeding in the inner ear of field mice.

The traces of bleeding increased with the amount of sonic booms and Look

eight weeks to disappear—. (Renis,1976) Field mice collected below low
Tevel aircraft routes had larger adrenal glands when compared to mice from
unaffected areas. Noise levels of 80-120 db were recorded under the

aircraft. Mice from the unaffected area would develope larger adrenal
glands when exposed to Tecorded aircrafr noise ar 105 db.in the Jaboratory.
(Chesser—39757 .

Seabirds reacted to sonic booms but the stimuli are not production
limiting. {Jehl, 1980) Seabird and wading bird colonies during nesting and
brooding were not adversely affected by low level overflights. (Dunnet,
1977, Black, 1984) Gull production was lower in crowded colonies than in
less crowded colonies under airport runways. (Burger, 1981,) Quieter jets
at airports were expected to encounter more airstrikes with flying birds
due to less warning noise from the aircraft. Increased bird populations
also increased birdstrike probabilities. Birds were attracted to airports
due to an absence of predators and presence of roosting, bathing, feeding,
drinking, and nesting areas. (Burger, 1983)

WATERFOVWL

Snow geese re ve sensitiv aircraft ct-

%35_E2_2!2IflizhIS_as_high~as_LQ*QQQ_££=£- Aircraft were capable ol
driving snow geese away from a 50 square mile area in 15 minytes. Waterfowl

populations on a small lake were reduced by 60 Dg;ggn;_dng_ng_gixs_éjg

disturbance over a three da ions
were reduced s Helicqg;ers#_gxg_mnze~
disturbing than fixed-wing aircraft. (Gunn, 1974)

NOISE

Sounds were observed to travel upwards in the air, farther and more
predictably than along the surface. Birds were thought to be able to
navigate using familiar sounds even though visual cues are unavailable.
Altitude was thought to be estimated by identifying the reduction of the
higher frequencies in familiar sounds that are absorbed by the air.
(Griffin, 1974)
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There were 13 additional literature reviews included in the abstracts
provided by Doug Gladwim.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The literature review is incomplete at this point. Long-term studies
were unavailable to gub b

supersonic or low lewvel aircraft disturbapnces, Lab studies £
aniwals’' ears were damaged by high amplltude sounds and especially hy

impulse sounds. entifi n mice residing

under low level aircraft routes. Changes in one segment of an ecological,
compunity have been observed cause a ripple effect in other popularinns
that are associated with that segment.

Observations and conclusions of recent literature suggest that
wildlife behavior and disturbances are indications of adverse impacts, but
are not conclusive to significant levels. Physical (i.é. visual) intrusion
into an animals space by low flying aircraft has been identified in the
literature_as an area of concern for increasing environmental stress on
individuals and populatious.

Additional articles identified in the USFWS annotated bibliography are
being requested for closer review. Noise levels noted to affect domestic
and wildlife behavior will be investigated in forthcoming work of this
project. Auditory abilities of effected wildlife species will need to be

quantified.
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DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP

FINDINGS

Twenty days spent observing bighorn sheep lambing areas in the SOA
yielded 25 hours of observations of aircraft disturbances on bighorn sheep
during the lambing period. Reactions of bighorn sheep to supersonic over-
flight are shown in Table 1. Reactions of bighorn sheep to low and high
level overflights are shown in Table 2. Reactions for the purposes of
this report are defined as:

et i ok e

D ]

NO = No visable change in behavior
MINOR = Perceptible but not significant change in behavior
MAJOR = Significant change in behavior

¥

TABLE 1
REACTIONS OF DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP TO
e SUPER SONIC AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

L]

MONTH/ = =—-REACTION=——m=—mm -
:' YEAR ~ DAYS  HOURS  SIGHTINGS o MINOR  MAJOR
12/86 3 6.25 42 - 1 -
1/87 3 .50 3 - . -
:l 2/87 9 12.00 34 - 1 -
3/87 5 6.25 67 - - -
TOTAL 20 25.00 146 - 2 -
TABLE 2

REACTIONS OF DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP TO LOW LEVEL
AND HIGH LEVEL AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

MONTH/  eeme———— REACTION
YEAR DAYS HOURS SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MAJOR

' LL HL LL HL LL EL
12/86 3 6.25 42 6 - - - 1 -
1/87 3 .50 3 - - - - - -
2/87 9 12.00 34 - A - - - -
3/87 5 6.25 67 1 2 - - - -
TOTAL 20 25.00 146 7 6 - - 1

LL = LOW LEVEL less than 3000’
HL = HIGH LEVEL greater tha:n 306C0°'
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One hundred and forty-six bighorn sheep sightings occurred in 25 hours
of observation. Sixteen aircraft disturbances occurred while bighorn sheep
were under observation, two sonic booms and 14 low and high level over-
flights. Two sonic booms caused a minor reaction in feeding and resting
sheep, i.e. sheep raising their heads from feeding and a lamb raising up
from sleep posture.

One low level overflight, three S3 aircraft at 100 feet altitude,
caused resting sheep to rouse and flee from their bedding area. Seven low
level and six high level overflights caused no observable reaction in
feeding and resting sheep.

Tests to provide aircraft disturbances over bighorn sheep during the
lambing period were not conducted.

None of the aircraft disturbance sound levels were quantified due to
the unavailability of a sound level meter. )

As part of the MOU between the U.S. Navy and the State of Nevada, the
Navy agreed to install sonic boom mouitors to document and quantify the
supersonic aircraft disturbance within the SOA. One year of data, from
January, 1986 to December, 1986 have been received. The monitors at Cold
Springs and the school at Dixie Valley were selected for examination
because of their close proximity to bighorn sheep lambing areas. Summaries
of these data are shown in Tables 3 and 4.

TABLE 3
SUMMARY FROM SONIC BOOM MONITOR NUMBER SIX,
DIXIE VALLEY SCHOOL FOR 1986

—-OVERPRESSURE (PSF)-——- AVERAGE AVERAGE
MONTH  EVNT/MO AVE. MIN. MAX. DURATION LINEAR db
Jan 20 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.2 123.0
Feb 33 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.2 122.8
Mar 61 0.6 0.5 1.1 0.2 126.9
APT 176 0.6 0.5 1.4 0.2 126.2
May 101 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.2 124.7
Jun 124 0.6 0.5 1.3 0.2 127.3
Jul 71 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.2 124.1
Aug 35 0.6 0.5 0.9 0.2 124.8
Sep 87 0.6 0.5 1.0 0.2 124.4
Oct 0 N/A 0.0 0.0 N/A N/A
Nov 3 0.7 0.6 0.8 0.3 125.1
Dec 0 N/A 0.0 0.0 N/A N/A

2-72




e ) I _
onl} - e L

kala

-

PS5 - S =

TABLE & |
SUMMARY FRCM SONIC BOOM MONITOR NUMBER SEVEN,
COLD SPRINGS FOR 1986

--OVERPRESSURE (PSF)—  AVERAGE ~ AVERAGE
MONTH  EVNT/MO AVE. MIN. MAX. DURATION  LINEAR db
Jan 11 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.2 122.3
Feb 175 0.6 0.5 1.3 0.2 123.3
Mar 1 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.2 129.1
Apr 17 0.7 0.6 1.0 0.4 121.7
May 19 0.7 0.5 1.0 0.3 122.0
Jun 1 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.3 122.3
Jul 20 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.2 122.9
Aug 21 0.6 0.5 0.7 0.2 122.9
Sep 62 0.7 0.5 1.3 0.3 121.2
Oct 34 0.7 0.5 1.1 0.3 122.2
Nov 15 0.7 0.5 0.8 0.3 124.8
Dec 2 0.6 0.5 0.6 0.2 123.9

Recent discussions with Navy personne' in."2ate that the data storage
system in the supersonic sound monitors ces .e = u.ing information when the
wind speed reaches a 1Q mph threshold. Dai.v w :d speeds at or above this
threshold occur frequently in central Nevada.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

A number of questions arise from viewing the Navy sonic boom monitor
data. The fact that the Navy sonic boom momitors will not record informa-

tion during periods when the wind n 10 mph greatly compromis-
"es the validity of any assumptions made concerning the quantity and quality

_of the monitor data to date. Documentation of the wind speed records fotT
weather stations closest to the SOA is being requested to quantify the
amount of time the wind exceeds 10 mph during the year.

The data from monitor #6 in Dixie Valley show frequent booms occurring
from April through September of 1986. This is a period when the Navy had
agreed to restrict supersonic flights over Dixie Valley due to tue impact
on residents still living there. It is unusal that there are that many
booms in an area where supersonic flight activity is supposedly not occur-
ring. It is questionable whether these data accurate.

On the 10th of February, 1986 a series of demonstration sonic booms
were performed by a Navy F-14 over Cold Springs to show a number of digni-
taries the sonic boom monitor just installed by the Navy. Subsequent
discussion of the events of that day, recorded in field notes, indicate two
of the sonic booms were greater than 2 psf, two were greater than 3.5 psf
and one was greater than 7 psf. The data from monitor #7 at Cold Springs
in the annual summary from the the Navy sonic boom monitors show a maximum
boom of 1.3 pef being recorded in February of 1986. These two facts do not
correlate with each other.
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Supersonic activities were initially to be monitored by the Navy's
nine stations distributed throughout the SOA. The practical application
and reliability of these devices are now questionable due to the factors
discussed above. The supersonic monitoring data were to be gathered by the
Navy to aid this project in identifying supersonic operation concentration
areas. It was the objective of our investigations to correlate sonic boom
data with field observations of potentially impacted wildlife. It woul
appear that the failure to collect reliable sonic boom data would make
wildlife disturbance data impossible to correlate.

Sonic boom and overflight data were collected in the vicinity of
bighorn sheep herds during the winter months of February through April
1987. This year's field work resulted in an expenditure of 20 days to
obtain 25 hours of bighorn sheep observations. During these observatioas,
only 16 aircraft disturbances occurred in which to base any conclusions as
to the degree of their impact to bighorn sheep. It is felt that the present
data base is too limited to draw any conclusions. We offer the following
recommendations to the project:

1. Sonic boom data and monitoring should be developed to provide
meaningful data for the project to utilize in determining supersonic
overflight concentrations in respect to critical wildlife habitats.

2. Bighorn sheep observations should be conducted during the critical
lambing period to increase the data base on the effects of aircraft
disturbances. We would like observations of five sonic booms and 20
low level overflights over bighorn sheep. We will plan on expending
25 mandays in 1987-88, to attempt to achieve these numbers.
Corroboration of the first year of data would potentially occur with
one more field season. The observation period will be shifted to
later in the year from February through May. Aircraft operations
information would be closely coordinated with NAS Fallon to identify
flight activity over critical habitat areas.

3. Sound measurements would be incorporated into the studies to
quantify the aircraft disturbances impacts.
4. Threshold tests could be conducted to determine aircraft distur-

bance intensities to provide the Navy with information guidelines for
critical bighorn sheep habitat.
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MULE DEER

FINDINGS

Ten days yielded 20.25 hours of observations of mule deer on tradi-
tional winter ranges. Reactions of mule deer to super sonic overflight are
shown in Table 5. Reactions of mule deer to low and high level overflights
are shown in Table 6.

TABLE 5
REACTIONS OF MULE DEER TO SUPERSONIC
- AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

- . ) — ¢ Tl G e A et b

MONTH/ ~REACTION~——————-
YEAR- DAYS HOURS SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MAJOR
2/87 3 4.25 22 - 1 -
3/87 7 16.00 141 - - -
TOTAL 10 20.25 163 - 1 -
TABLE 6
REACTIONS OF MULE DEER TO LOW LEVEL AND
HIGH LEVEL AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

MONTR/  emmeed REACTION——=—=m——
YEAR  DAYS HOURS  SIGHTINGS No MINOR  MAJOR

IL WL IL HL IL HL
2/87 3 4.25 22 1 2 - - - -
3/87 7 16.00 141 2 12 - 4 - -
TOTAL 10 20.25 163 314 - & - -

IL = Low Level less than 3000'
HL = High lLevel greater than 3000'

One hundred and sixty-three deer sightings were recorded {n 20.25
hours of observations on wintering mule deer. Twenty-two incidents of
aircraft disturbance occurred while deer were under observation, ome sonic
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boom and 21 low and high level overflights. The one spnic boom recorded
vhile mule deer were under observation caused the feeding deer to raise
their heads and discontinue feeding for a short period of time.

Four high level overflights caused feeding deer to cease feeding and
observe the flight of the aircraft. The deer resumed feeding after the
aircraft were out of sight. Three low level and 14 high level overflights
caused no observable reaction in wintering mule deer. .

None of the aircraft disturbance sound levels were quéntified due to
the unavailability of a sound level meter.

Mule deer are the most heavily utilized big game resource within the
SOA. Table 7 shows a comparison of the data collected on the numbers of
hunters and hunter effort on the two big game species hunted within the SOA
for the last five years.

TABLE 7
HUNTER NUMBERS AND EFFORT WITHIN THE SOA
1982-1987
Mule Deer Antelope
Year Hunters Days Hunters Days
1982 592 2,456 No Huat
1983 490 1,848 No Hunt
1984 795 2,924 3 7
1985 788 2,887 3 4
1986 986 4,071 No Hunt

The economic value of mule deer hunting in Nevada has been calculated
from information received from hunters. A questionnaire was provided with
every deer tag issued to a hunter during the 1986 deer season. A Summary
of the expenditures by hiunters for those portions of Lander and Churchill
counties within the S0A are shown in Table 8.

TABLE 8
ECONOMIC VALUES FOR DEER HUNTING
FOR THE SOA
AVERAGE AVERAGE
YEAR  HUNTERS DAYS DOLLARS SPENT DAYS  $/DAY
1986 986 4,071 $ 300,730.00 4 '$ 74.00
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Deer hunters expended 4,071 days pursuing a hunting experience in the
SOA. Using expanded economic questionaire data it is calculated that
hunters spent $300,730.00 in an effort to obtain a mule deer. Residents
spent an average of $31.00, nonresidents, $87.00, per day on their hunts
for a combined total of $74.00 per day average. The average hunt lasted
four days in the field

The impacts of Navy aircraft operations upon recreational activities
within the SOA were assessed by conducting field interviews during the 1986
deer season. Results of the recreationist questiomnaire for deer hunters
is shown in Table 9.

TABLE 9
DEER HUNTERS QUESTIONNAIRE SUMMARY
-------- ——REACTIONS
NG NOT EXTREME SUB NO
ACTIVITY IMPACT NEGATIVE AMNNOYED ANNOYED TOTAL OVERFLIGHTS TOTAL
Hunters 24 3 12 3 42 21 63
Percent 57 7 29 7 100

Sixty-three individuals were contacted in the field with 42 observing
an aircraft disturbance. Thirty-six percent of those who experienced an
aircraft disturbance, were annoyed or extremely annoyed by the disturbance.
Seven percent felt the aircraft disturbance was noticeable but not nega-
tive. Fifty-seven percent felt the aircraft disturbance had no impact on
their recreational experience.

Due to the lack of reliable information from the Navy sonic boom
monitors, there is no conclusive data on the number or location of super-
sonic aircraft disturbances in the vicinity of wintering mule deer. During
the 101 hour period that big game species were uncer observation in the
SOA, five sonic booms were recorded. Data Zor thot period from the super-
sonic monitors has not been provided by tae Navy as of this writing. Data
from the Cold Springs monitor #7, seen in Table 4, for the corresponding
months in 1986 show an average of 62 booms per month.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Unusually warm weather in December, 1936 and January, 1987 did not
necessitate deer herds to move onto winter ranges until late February,
1987. Sonic boom and overflight data were collected in the vicinity of
wintering mule deer herds during the late winter months from March through
April, 1986. Insufficient numbers of overflights did not allow for signif-
icant numbers of observations on the effects of aircraft disturbance on
mule deer on winter ranges.
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Comparisons of - results from the field observations with data from the

. U.S. Navy somic ‘toom monitors have not been made due to the unawailability
“of the data for-.the: corresPOnding months for the ficld observations -To .

- add to this situation ‘ig the: issue ‘of -the accuracy of the .sonic’ boom data. -
"Emphasis needs ‘to be placed on_ the need for accurate knowledge of the
location and amplitude of sonic booms within the SOA. - "It is.essential that
this information -be available to this project to assess what the effects of
U.S. Navy air operations are -having on Nevada's. wildlife..

Impacts of Navy'activities-upon recreational activities will countinue
to be assessed by conducting field interviews of hunters during the 1987
hunting seasons. The surveys will assess sportsman response to overflights
and sonic booms and obtain data on observationms, by sportsmen, of wildlife
responses to air activitijes.-

Status and trend data for mule deer populations in the SOA show the
various herds to be increasing in population levels. Preliminary
- observations from 1986 do not identify any major behavioral reactions to
aircraft disturbantes by mule deer oun winter ranges. The data are not
complete due to the abbreviated winter of 1986-87. One complete winter of
observational data on wintering mule deer coupled with the trend data on
these herds would allow the project to make a determination on the question
of the effects of aircraft operations on wintering mule deer in the SOA.

This determination will be valid for present operational training levels. l

Due to the fact that mule deer did not fully utilize the winter range
during the winter of 1986-87 and the complications of collecting sonic boom
data, we find ‘that the observations of aircraft disturbance impacts on mule
deer are too limited to draw strong conclusions. It is recommended that
the following objectives be pursued this year: '

1. Scnic boom data and monitoring should be developed to provide
meaningful data for the prdoject to utilize in determining supersonic
overflight concentrations in respect to critical wildlife habitats.

2. Mule deer observations should be conducted on key winter ranges in
the Desatoya and Clan Alpine ranges from December to March. Aircraft
operations information will be closely coordinated with NAS Fallon to
identify flight activity over critical habitat. We would like to
ocbgerve five sonic booms and 20 low level overflights over wintering
nule deer. It is our intent to observe mule deer for one additional
wintering seasoun to corroborate the data taken during the abreviated
winter of 1986-87.

3. Sound measurements would be taken to quantify aircraft disturbance
with wildlife behavior data.

4, Hunter questionnaire aud social/economic impacts would be further
assessed.

5. Threshold tests could be conducted to determine overflight or
sonic boom tolerance limi:s.
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PRONGHORN ANTELOPE

FINDINGS

The major antelope resource is located in the northeastern portion of
the SOA. One antelope sighting was reported in Smith Creek Valley. Due to
the limited numbers of antelope and the distance involved in travel,

antelope were not observed this year.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The literature suggests that antelope are an overflight sensitive
species. At this time antelope are currently limited to the eastern edge
of the SOA. They are considered a limited resource within the SOA and not

a high priority for monitoring.
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SAGE GROUSE

FINDINGS

One sage grouse lek was surveyed on two mornings in early April.
Strutting activity was observed oun both days over a five hour period.

‘Three cocks and two hens were recorded on the first survey, four cocks and

one hen were observed on the second day. No aircraft disturbances were
recorded during the field surveys.

Two aerial surveys to locate leks were conducted in April to locate
additional strutting grounds. No sage grouse strutting activity was
identified in Cherry Creek, War Canyon in the Clan Alpine Range, Edwards
Creek, New Pass west, and Cedar Creek of the Desatoya Range on the first
flight. The second flight failed to locate any sage grouse activity in
Campbell Creek, Smith Creek, or New Pass east in the Desatoya Range.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

-Sage grouse strutting activity occurs during the early hours of the
morning. Observations made during the strutting seasons in 1987 indicated
no aircraft activity during this time of the day. Flight schedule informa-
tion provided by NAS Fallon indicated little flight activity planned for
the early hours when peak sage grouse strutting activity is occurring.

The U.S. Navy flight training operations, as presently scheduled, do
not appear to create conflicts with sage grouse strutting activities.
Should flight training be scheduled for earlier hours in the mormning during
the strutting season, from February through April, sage grouse should be
reexamined for potential impacts from aircraft disturbance.

Sage grouse inhabit much of the SOA. Population demsities are lowest
in Churchill County and are higher in Lander County. Few data are avail-
able on the distribution and number of strutting grounds within the SOA.
Low population densities within the SQA make further monitoring of sage
grouse too costly in terms of time and effort.
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CHUKAR PARTRIDGE

FINDINGS

Chukar are widely distributed throughout the SOA. In the Churchill
County portion of the SOA, they are second to waterfowl as the most popular
cousumptive game bird resource. Table 10 shows the harvest data for

Churchill County since 1982.

TABLE 10
CHUKAR PARTRIDGE HARVEST
CHURCHILL COUNTY (NDOW 10Z QUESTIONNAIRE)

Year Harvest Hunters Days Birds/Hunter Birds/Hunter Day
1982 59 131 . 255 0.4 0.2
1983 1,453 383 850 3.7 1.7
1984 1,622 452 983 3.5 1.6
1985 265 196 283 1.4 0.9
1986 1,721 395 985 4.4 1.7

Natural population fluctuations are common for chukar and efforts will
continue to identify population trends for this species within the SOA.
More intensive brood counts need to be conducted in order to increase the
data base for population trend and distribution.

Several days were expended to explore the feasibility of usiag remote
sensing to monitor aircraft disturbances to chukar broods. The time lapse
camera does have some application, but the recording of noise events to
correlate to filmed responses does not appear i=asible.

Hunter questionnaires failed to identify chukcr hunting conflicts, due
to insufficient numbers of hunters contacted.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Field surveys to date did not result in specific observations of
chukar being exposed to aircraft disturbances. Additional surveys to
obtain afircraft disturbance observations are being completed. It is our
intent to obtain observations of sonic booms and low level overflights on
chukar at guzzlers this summer. These observations coupled with the
excaellent production seen in chukar in 1986 will allow the project to
establish what chukar reactions to aircraft disturbances are. Chukar
observations will then be deemphasized in the scope of the overall project.

Hunter questionnaire data is lacking to correlate to the number of
hunters and recreational days seen in the SOA.
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It is recommended that a small portion of man time be expended to
observe chukar broods during periods of aircraft activity. Additional
effort will be made to expaud upoun the hunter questionnaire data and
possible social/economical impacts.
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WATERFOWL -

FINDINGS

Observations of migrating snow geese staging at Carson Lake occurred
over eight days from November, 1986 to February, 1987. A total of 12,180
sightings of snow geese were recorded in flocks ranging from 80 geese to
4,000 geese. Snow geese were observed feeding and resting in three open.
water areas of Carson Lake. (the Sprig Ponds, the Big Water, and the.Sump)
Eight days in the field yielded 26 hours of observations of aircraft
disturbance over snow geese at Carson Lake. Reactions of snow geese to low
and high level overflights are shown ln Table 1l1.

TABLE 11
REACTIONS OF SNOW GEESE TO LOW LEVEL AND
HIGH LEVEL AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

MONTH/ ——=—————~-REACTION--~————~
YEAR  DAYS HOURS  SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MAJOR

LL_HL LL HL _LL HL

11/86 2 7.0 1,700 12 - - 1 2 -

12/86 3 9.5 2,080 10 1 2 - 8 -

2/87 = 3 9.5 8,400 5 2 12* 3 13*x -

TOTAL 8 26.0 0 12,180 27 3 16 4 23 -

LL = Low Level less than 3000'
HL = High Level greater than 3000’

* Three minor and two major reactions occurred to unknown stimuli and are
not included in these totals .

Seventy-six incidents of aircraft disturbance were recorded over snow
geese in the 26 hours of observations, 64 low level overflights and seven
high level overflights. Twenty-three major reactions and 14 minor
reactions were recorded in response to 37 low level overflights. Four
minor reactions occurred in response to four high level overflights. No
observable reactions occurred in response to 27 low level and three high
level overflights. Major reactions observed were flushing the entire flock
which would circle and then land, or leave. Minor reactions included
change or increase in calling in the flock.and change in posture to an
alert position. Five reactions to unknown stimuli were recorded, two major
and three minor. One appeared to be in response to increased jet noise
from NAS Fallon, four had no apparent visible or audible cause.

2-85




No sound measurements were made during snow geese observations due to
the unavailability of a sound meter.

Canada geese observations occurred over six days from February, 1986
to April, 1987. Observations were recorded at Sheckler and S-Line Reser-
voirs with five days spent at Sheckler and one day at S-Line. Canada geese
were feeding and resting when observed. Six days in the field yielded
17.25 hours of observations of potential aircraft disturbance on Capada
geese. Reactions of Canada geese to low and high level overflights are
shown in Table 12. '

TABLE 12
REACTIONS OF CANADA GEESE TO LOW LEVEL
AND HIGH LEVEL AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

MONTH/ e REACTION-~—~———=—=
YEAR DAYS HOURS SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MAJOR

- LL HL LL HL LL HL
2/86 2 5.0 18+ 27 - 15 - - -
7/86 1 2.0 20 11 - - - - -
8/86 1 1.0 30 15 - 2 - - -
3/87 1 4.0 12 13 - 7 - - -
4/87 1 4.25 2 - - 1 - - -
TOTAL 6 17.25 82+ 66 - 25 - . - -

LL = LOW LEVEL less than 3000'
HL = HIGH LEVEL greater than 3000’

Ninety-one incidents of low level overflights were recorded over
Canada geese during the 17.25 hours of observation. No major reactioms to
aircraft disturbances were observed. Twenty-five overflights caused minor
reactions in Canada geese. This included rousing from sleep posture,
assuming an alert position, alert calling, swimming away from the resting
area and ceasing feeding activity. There were no observable reactions to
66 incidents of low level aircraft disturbance. One sonic boom was
experienced while Canada geese were under observation with no observable
change in the feeding activity of the geese. All observations were on
feeding or resting Canada geese. No observations of aircraft disturbance
over ncsting Canada geese were obtained.

One day of observations were made with the new B&K sound meter.
Twenty-two overflights were measured with the peak noise level recorded for

each overflight. The average overflight had a peak dh reading of 92.7-db
on the linear scale. The range was from 81 db to 105 db. b oise
2-86
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was also recorded at 15 minute intervals. The average ambient noise was 63
db with a range from 52 to 70 db.

Goose nesting success for Sheckler and S~-Line Reservoirs is shown in
Table 13.

TABLE 13-
GOOSE NESTING SUCCESS ON
SHECKLER AND S-LINE RESERVOIRS

SHECKLER RESERVOIR S-LINE RESERVOIR
Year Incubating Successful 2Z Success Incubating Successful Z Success
1986 25 (4.74)* 19 76 25 (5.14)* 25 100
1987 27 (4.28)* 18 67 28 (5.33)* 25 89

* Clutch size

Nesting success in Canada geese was examined on Sheckler and S-Line
Reservoirs for the second year. TIwenty-nine nests were located on Sheckler
and 28 were located on S-Line. Nesting success on Sheckler was 67 percent
as compared to 89 percent on S~Line, a 22 percent difference. The
previous year, 1986, showed a 24 percent difference. Average clutch sizes
were 4.3 eggs per nest on Sheckler and 5.3 eggs per nest at S-Line
Reservoir. The clutch size for Sheckler was a 10 percent decrease from
1986, and for S-Line the clutch size was an increase of four percent.

Four days in the field yielded seven hours of observations of aircraft
disturbance on ducks. Reactions of ducks to low and high level overflights
are shown in Table 14.

TABLE 14
REACTIONS OF DUCKS TO LOW LEVEL AND
HIGH LEVEL AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

MONTH/ ~~=—~——-REACTION~=—=mmmmm
YEAR  DAYS  HOURS SIGHTINGS NO MINOR  MAJOR
LL_HL LL HL LL HL

2.75 300 3 -

2/86 1 - - - -
3/86 1 3.00 500 7 =~ 1 - < =
7/86 1 1.00 500 - = 1 - 1 -
10/86 1 .25 500 - - - - 1 -
TOTAL: - & 7.00 1,800 10 - 2 - 2 =

LL = LOW LEVEL less than 3000’
HL = HIGH LEVEL greater than 3000'
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Fourteen incidents of aircraft disturbance were recorded in seven
hours of observations on ducks. Two major reactions were recorded in
response to helicopters flying in the vicinity of feeding ducks. Feeding
ducks flushed in response to one CH 53 helicopter, when it was estimated to
be one-half of a mile south of the ducks. The other incident was a direct
overflight of a CH 53. Two incidents of minor reactions were recorded.
Small numbers of feeding cinnamon teal, mixed in with larger numbers of
pintails, reacted by flushing to low level bomb runs at Sheckler. There
was no observable reaction to 10 overflights.

No sound measurements were recorded during duck observations due to
the unavailability of a sound meter.

Waterfowl hunters were questioned for thelr response to aircraft
disturbance during their hunting experience. The results are displayed in

Table 15.

TABLE 15
WATERFOWL HUNTER QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS

REACTIONS
NO NOT EXTREMELY SUB NO
ACTIVITY IMPACT NEGATIVE ANNOYED ANNOYED TOTAL OQVERFLIGHTS TOTAL

HUNTING
Waterfowl 10 26 11 4 51 5 56
Percent 19 51 ’ 21 9 100

Fifty-six waterfowl hunters in the Lahontan Valley were queried for
their reactions to aircraft disturbance during their hunting experience.
Fifty-one had experienced aircraft overflights while in the field. Thirty
percent were annoyed or extremely annoyed by the aircraft disturbance.
Fifty-one percent had noticed the aircraft disturbance but felt that it was
not a negative factor to their hunting experience. Nineteen percent felt
the aircraft had no impact pn their hunting experienca.

Data from waterfowl check stations indicate that hunters expended an
estimated 8,006 days pursuing migratory waterfowl in the Lahonton Valley
during the 1986-87 migratory season. Over 14,000 ducks, 400 geese and 60
tundra swans were harvested by hunters during that period.

Spectral analysis of low level aircraft noise is being provided gratis
by Frank Cherne of the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) Electrical
Engineering Department. Recordings of various afircraft at low altitudes
were made and later analyzed by Professor Cherne at UNR. Preliminary
indications show low level aircraft have a large component of low frequency
noise with peak energy levels between 200 and 500 hz.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Military overflights occur throughout the Lahontan Valley. Table 16
lists each wetland, its potential for impact and the period of waterfowl
use.

TABLE 16
POTENTIAL FOR IMPACT AND PERIOD OF USE
‘ LAHONTAN VALLEY WETLANDS

Wetland Potential For Impact Nesting Feeding Wintering
Stillwater Low-Medium x X x

Carson Lake Medium-High x x x
Sheckler Reservoir High x b's

S-Line Reservoir Low x x

Harmon Reservoir Low x x

0ld River Reservoir Low x x

Carson Lake is an important wintering ground for snow geese. A review

of the literature indicates that snow geese are extremely sensitive to
overflight activity. Observations made at Carson Lake indicate that snow

geese responded to 54 percent of the aircraft disturbances observed. .The

W . These data
support the id in the literature. Snow geese are sound
sensitive and are being adversely impacted by the operations of NAS Fallon.
Efforts by the project biologist would be made to assess the compliance to

the 3000 foot elevation ceiling agreed upon in the Airspace MOU.

Completion of the land withdrawal and site renovations for R4813
(Bravo 20 bombing range) will increase sorties into the Carson Sink area
north of the Stillwater WMA and NWR. As R4313 becomes active, aircraft
disturbances will be monitored.

Intensive surveys on reproductive activities of Canadian geese can
generally conclude that air activities do not significantly impact this
species. It would appear that these birds can acclimatize to man's activi-
ties and coexist. Additional surveys and efforts will not be pursued on
this species.

Due to other priorty projects, migratory ducks were not intensely
surveyed this year. It 1s proposed to conduct additional surveys ay Carson
Lake, Stillwater and other wetlands to assess the numbars, behavior and
composition of wintering species subject to varying degrees of aircraft
disturbances.
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Utilization of the sound monitoring device will be emphasized in the
waterfowl surveys. We wish to correlate the observed aircraft events with
actual levels of noise. Threshold levels could be determined for snow
geese to provide additional information on the potential impacts of
aircraft disturbances for NAS Fallon to use in future air operatioms
planning.

Migratory waterfowl provided for over 8,000 days of consumptive
recreation on the wetlands located within the lLahonton Valley. Thirty
percent of the waterfowl hunters questioned for their respomnse to
overflights were annoyed by aircraft disturbance during their outdoor
experience. This would indicate that 2,400 days of recreational effort in
the Lahonton Valley were potentially affected in a negative manor by
military aircraft activities.

Impacts of overflights upon recreational use of waterfowl will contin-
ue to be addressed by questionnaire and field interviews. Expansion of
this data is extremely important to assess the social/economical impacts of
aircraft operations upon recreationists.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has initiated a study to monitor "Migra-
tory Bird Populations and Habitat Relationships in Lahontan Valley, Nevada
(1986-1990)". The study is designed to give an accurate assessment of the
relationships between waterfowl and water, including the association of
waterfowl to species competition, habitat conditions, and changes in
habitat caused by other factors than water. The study will also identify
public consumptive and nonconsumptive use of the wetlands in the Lahonton
Valley. Data from this study will be assimilated into this report on an
annual basis. Cooperation with the FWS and NDOW to review production and
population status will continue in 1987-88.

AS part of the USF&WS study, wetland habitat will be examined for
vegetative diversity. Waterfowl use associated with each wetland will be
evaluated tg determine if each wetland's potential for use is being
utilized by migratory waterfowl. Modeling techniques will be employed to
assist in these evaluatioms. :

Additional aircraft low level noise data is being gathered
analyzied by Frank Cherme_ from the University of Nevada at Repno, and will
_E;_333i;é&ig_;g_sbs_p:niﬁnz. Professor Cherne has been volunteering his
time, effort, and equipement to the SOA project up to now. Additional
recordings of aircraft noise from Frenchmans and Sheckler Reservoir are
planned to quantify aircraft disturbance during training operationms.
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FURBEARERS

FINDINGS

No monitoring of aircraft disturbance to furbearers has occurred to
date.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Department has conducted a study at Grimes Point to determine the
life history and environmental factors influencing kit fox. Information
from this study identified soil types as an important factor in kit fox
distribution. Four soil types were identified, with the Biddleman type
selected most frequently. Sites with adequate drainage were also identi-
fied as important for den selection by kit foxes.

The U.S. Geological Survey and Soil Comservation Service soil maps
will be employed to identify potential distribution parameters for kit fox
within the SOA. Ground surveys will follow to determine if kit fox use is
occurring within these soil types found in the SOA will follow. Den
densities under areas of intensive aircraft disturbances and areas of
little aircraft disturbance will be identifieed if possible. Den
frequencies will be used to identify relative abundance and population
status for kit foxes.

Harvest information will be used as an additional source for
distrubution and trend data for kit foxes.

Since the kit fox relies solely on iis hearing to hunt and avoid
predation, its status could be threatened by extensive disturbance, espe-
cially by sound intensities that could damage their hearing.

Distribution information on the other furbearers will be acquired when
possible.
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RAPTORS

FINDINGS

One day was expended in the SOA and six days in the Lahontan Valley
observing various raptors for their respounses to aircraft disturbances.

Prairie falcons on historical nesting areas in the SOA were observed
in the Desatoyas. One nest was identified and monitored for three hours.
One active and one inactive golden eagle nest were identified in the SOA.
One additional golden eagle nest was reported by a local resident.

Wintering bald and golden eagles were observed at the traditional
roost in the Lahontan Valley. Up to 70 eagles were observed during one
census flight. Prairie falcon and Swainson's hawk nests were observed for
sensitivity to aircraft disturbance in the Lahontan Valley. Observations
of raptors' response to aircraft disturbance are shown in Table 16 for the
SOA and Table 17 for the Lahontan Valley.

TABLE 16
RAPTOR RESPONSE TO AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE
WITHIN THE SOA

MONTH/ REACTION
YEAR  DAYS HOURS SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MAJOR
S8 LL HL SB LL HL SB LL HL
5/87 1 3.0 2 - e e e e = -
TOTAL 1 3.0 2 - e e e e e e -
TABLE 17

RAPTOR RESPONSE TO AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE
WITHIN THE LAHONTAN VALLEY

MoNTH/  mem—meeme= REACTION
YEAR  DAYS HOURS  SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MATOR
LL_HL LL HL LL HL
11/86 1 2.5 10 - - - - - -
1/87 2 3.0 2 1 - - - 1 -
4/87 1 4.0 2 - - - - - -
5/87 2 5.5 2 15 - - - 1 -
TOTAL 6  15.0 16 15 - - - 2 -
2-94
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No incidents of aircraft disturbance were recorded in the three hours
of observations of raptors in the SOA.

Eighteen incidents of low level aircraft disturbance were recorded
over raptors in 15 hours of observations in the Lahontan Valley. Two major
reactions were observed. One pair of bald eagles, an adult and a juvenile,
flushed in response to a low level pass at lahontan Reservoir. The second
response was from a Swainson's hawk, which flushed from its nest for over
two hours, in response to a UHl helicopter overflight at 500 feet. On two
occasions NDOW personnel have observed incidents where constant aircraft
traffic has kept an adult raptor from returnming to its nest site.

Historical unest sites for Swainson's hawks in the Lahontan Valley were
monitored in 1987. Ten active Swainson's hawk nests and seven red-tailed
hawk nests were identified in the Lahonton Valley.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based upon the noted observations of nesting disturbances by aircraft
activities and the intensive nesting surveys being conducted by the Depart-
ment's nongame program, it is proposed to devote greater time and attention
to this resource during the forthcoming year. Species such as the
Swainson's hawk is considered "sensitive” by the federal government and
efforts should be made to assure its welfare.

Bald eagles are a primary concern of the Fish and Wildlife Service.
It is forcasted that R4813 (Bravo 20 bombing range) will become active in
the coming year. Since the most significant concentration of wintering
bald eagles have been located near the flight pattern for R4813, and the
fact that R4813 has been inactive the past two years, we propose to have
greater survey effort to assess possible impacts of aircraft disturbances
to wintering bald eagles.

Observations by Department personnel have noted sensitive behavior of
Swainsen's hawk to overflight activity during their nesting perind -
‘Observations of Swainsen's hawks on n . st will occur during the nesting
season in the Lahonton Valley during the summer of 1988.
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SHOREBIRDS

" FINDINGS

Seven days in the field yielded 23.75 hours of observations of
aircraft disturbance over feeding and nesting white~faced ibis. The
reactions of the ibis to the low and high level aircraft disturbances are
shown in Table 18.

TABLE 18
REACTIONS OF WHITE-FACED IBIS TO LOW LEVEL
AND HIGH LEVEL AIRCRAFT DISTURBANCE

MONTH/  mmmemeee REACTION-——---—-
YEAR DAYS HOURS SIGHTINGS NO MINOR MAJOR

IL HL LL HL LL HL
7/86 & 16.25 20 57 - - - 2 =
5/87 3 7.50 1630 5 2 - 2 1 -
TOTAL 7 23.75 1650 62 2 - 2 3 -

Twenty-three and three-quarter hours of observations yielded ‘sightings
of 1,650 white-faced ibis. The 1ibis were feeding and nesting during the
observation period, Ibis responded to five of the 69 observed aircraft
disturbances. Three major reactions were recorded, two in response to low
level bomb run passes at Sheckler and one in response to a UHl pass over a
field off of Union Lane. Major reactions consisted of the feeding birds
flushing and leaving the immediate vicinity. Two minor reactions, in-
creased activity over the colony during overflights, were observed.

Reports from persomnel in the field have indicated that species such

as the long-billed dowitcher appear to be seunsitjive to ajrcraft
disturbance.
M

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Preliminary coaclusions of the effects of aircraft disturbance on the
white~faced ibis indicate few conflicts at this point. Feeding ibis were
moderatly sensitive to low level overflights particularily from
helicopters. However, ibis have acclimated to mans activity in the
Lahonton Valley and actually benefit from the agriculture community which
has increased ibis feeding areas with each irrigated field.

Little information 1is available on distribution or status of the rest

of the shorebirds on the wetlands in the Lahonton Valley. Large numbers of
shorebirds nest or move through the valley on annual migrations. Species
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such as the dowitcher appear to be sensitive to aircraft disturbance. It
is our recommendation that migratory shorebirds be examined in greater
depth to identify overflight sensitive species. Observations for aircraft
disturbances will occur at Carson Lake, Stillwater and other major wetlands
utilized by shorebirds in the Lahonton Valley.

The Fish and Wildlife Service has initiated a study to monitor "Migra-
tory Bird Populations and Habitat Relatiouships in Lahoantan Valley, Nevada
(1986-1990)". The study is designed to give an accurate assessment of the
relationships between shorebirds and water, including the association of
shorebirds to species competition, habitat conditions, and changes in
habitat caused by other factors than water. The study will also identify
public nonconsumptive use of the wetlands in respect to shorebirds, in the
Lahonton Valley. Data from this study will be assimilated into this report
on an annual basis. Cooperation with the FWS and NDOV to review production
and population status will continue in 1987-88.

Monitoring of the white pelicans will continue to determine if con-
flicts in the Carson Sink area arise with air training operations. Nesting
white pelicans documented on the Carson Sink in the spring of 1986 have not
been observed as of June, 1987. The affects of the proposed changes to
R4813 (Bravo 20 bombirg range) will be monitored to identify potential
conflicts with the white pelican's feeding and nesting activities in the
Carson Sink/Stillwater NWR area. .

Efforts to identify other overflight sensitive species through the
literature search will continue in 1986-87. °

Data from the FWS study on the migratory bird populations identified

in the waterfowl section of this report will be assimilated into this
Teport on an annual basis.
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NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE
NAVY ACTIVITY MONITIORING WORK PROGRAM

PURPOSZ/ OBJECTIVES

At this time the Department has completed one field year of
investigations concerning the impacts to wildlife by the Navy Air Station
at Fallon. Our primary job objectives are to assess all impacts from
supersonic and subsonic low level overflights activities, within the
Lahonton Valley, the SQA, and the MOAs used by the U.S. Navy at NAS Fallon.
Job activities described in this narrative are based upon the Record of
Decision of June, 1985, and the Memorandum of Agreement between the State
and U.S. Navy from 1986.

LITERATURE SEARCH AND REVIEW

The purpose of the literature review is to establish useful
methodology to properly address impacts of Mavy air operatiomns. Abstracts
or full copies of 200 citations have been reviewed to date. Literature on
the effects of supersonic and subsonic aircraft disturbance on wildlife has
been received from the U.S. Navy, loodward and Clyde, Hubbs Institute, the
Washington Department of Game, the Sierra Club, the Nevada State Library,
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USfWS). We feel that there are
gaps in the body of knowledge concerning the effects of aircraft
disturbance on wildlife, particularly in the long term effects of aircraft
noise on wildlife.

The literature review and search for current information will continue
with the assistance of the Navy, the state library, and other sources at
our disposal. Our key ingerests will be in identifying auditory
capabilities of wildlife associated with the Great Basin ecological
community. We will continue to obtain inZnrmation on research on the
effects of supersonic and subsonic low levzl overflights on wildlife
species of coacern in Nevada.

FIELD INVESTIGATIOMS

Big Game

Navy overflight and sonic boom data w.ll continue to be assesszi with
big game distribution and density data tr Jetermine the emphasis of
wildlife behavioral monitoring. Monitoring aircraft disturbances ovar mule
deer winter rang2s in the Clan Alpine and Desatoya Ranges will occu: during
the winter of 1937-1988. Adrcraft distuctance sound measurements will be
collected during field investigaticns, v ing the B&K sound meter.

Bighora sheep dat3 indicate 2 high dependency on precipitous terrain
at Freeran Cinyon and Sox Cozyon in the Stillwater Range. Recent
introducticas oI she2p intc the Clzn Alonine and Desatoya Ranges hava
increased the distribution of desert bignorn sheep under the SOA.
Mcuitoring these pojulations during ths lambing season will occur this re:

-

iﬂl

froa Faieozz; throuyh Mo Airecait A gcurbance sound measuremencs wWill D
c.lazzei duztyg € e"i unue«+.1 -fuwu, v3ing tha: 2XX sound me:::.
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Sonic boom monitor data, if available, will be analyzed to identify
supersonic training activity concentration areas for comparison to big game
distribution data to identify potential conflicts.

MAN DAYS 35

Upland Game

Navy overflight data will be assessed with waterfowl distribution and
density data to determine the effects of aircraft disturbance on migratory
waterfowl. Surveys will be conducted at Carson Lake, Stillwater NUR/WMA,
and other wetlands within the Lahonton Valley. Potential impacts caused
by improvements to R4E13 (Bravo 20 bombing range) and the increased air
traffic expected when the range becomes active will be addressed.
Quantifying overflight numbers and intensity will be completed for these
wetlands. Aircraft disturbance sound measurements will be
collected during field investigatioms, using the B&K sound meter.

Chukar partridge will be observed for reactions to aircraft
disturbance from June to August, 1983 in the Sand Springs range. Aircraft
disturbance sound measurements will be collected during field
investigations, using the B&X sound meter.

MAN DAYS 25

Nongame

Navy overflight and sonic booam data will continue to be assessed with
nongane species distribution aad deasity to determine the emphasis of
wildlife behavioral monitoring. Wintering bald eagles will be monitored in
the Lahontan Valley in February, 1983. Mesting Swainson's hawks will be
monitored in the Lahonton Valley from May through July, 1988. MNesting
goshawks and prairie falcons will be monitored for reactiomns to aircraft
disturbancz in the SOA, from May through July, 1983.

Migrztory colonial shorebirds wil® ke monitored for overflight impact
responsesg at Carson Lake, Stillwater MUR/WMA, and Sheckler, S-Lit. from
March thrcugh August, 1988.

AN DAYS

(P8}
[#=}

Sociozaccnomic Response to Military Air Qperations

The military air operations from NAS Fallon provides an excellent
opportunity to document public awareress, acceptance and compatibility with
othar land uses. This face: of the progrim will continue t: poll threugh
the use of a questionnaire, the hunting, fishing, and non-consump:ive
recrzating public to determine ths possible effects of military aircraft
trainicg activitias upon citizens usiag tha SCA, MCA's, and the wetlands of
the Lahonton Valley.

(a3 days 6
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Administrative

Monthly and pay period reports will be completed as required. Binders
will be updated as necessary. The final report draft will be completed and
due on the lst of November, 1988. The completed final report will be due

to the Navy on 31 December, 1988
MAN DAYS 127
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BUDGET

Fiscal Year 1986-87 and 1987-88

Bvs - iefve
FY 1986-87 FY 1987-88
Salary "$35,053.00 $37,637.00*
Travel $1,000.00 $700.00
Equipment $750.00 $300.00**
Fixed costs $2,172.00 $1,810.00
Utilities $360.00 $300.00
Mileage $3,060.00 $1,530.00
Air operations $2,300.00 $0.00
TOTAL $44,695.00 $42,277.00

* Salary increase reflects a major reclassification change in the

Department of Wildlife’s biologist series classification.

** Fquipment costs include purchasing of miscellaneous supplies needed

to complete the final report.
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SAVE OUR SKILS *)

Parts

WARNING: MILITARY USS OF AIRSPACE
MAY BE HAZARDOQUS TO YOUR HEALTH

Military use of the sy fcr sucersonic and low-ieval t2siing ind flights can
sup.ect rurai citizens to nezlts hazards fram neise, radiaticn, acsidents, and
1ir polluticn. As the miliiarizaticn of the sKy increasas, thesa risks
tncredse, co.

Thare's no 1greement within the scientific cammuni iy en the specific current
lavei of fealth hazar2s cr on he general dhresholds of risk asscciatad with
the military’s usae of the skies. Sut there's sufficient 2videnc2 1o indicaz2
ihat e military’s racitiznal pesitisn -="There’s no rigk, ooy i¥ fhere 15.

w2 14K 3c2gquatiz data 10 arove it -~ sncuid no lengar e scczotadls, net (nat
it aver snculd have been,

.o
"

we can’t rely on milifary scisntists or resaarciers under contract (o the
Pentigen o carry cut the r2saicch nee deq {3 get 1 better fix cn health
hazarss. We need indegendent resaarch. Ircnically, however, tudget cuts have
alreaay zliminated the Qffice of Noise Abatement and Control at the Enviren—
mental Frotaction Agency, and EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation, which alsa
faces cuts, has no regulatery authority and can only advise other agencies.

® NOISE

Everyone Knows that a jet aircrast traveling at ‘ow altitude or at superscric
speess makas naisa -- noisa that is disruotive to human beings and animals.
Clearly this kind of noise can be a nuisance, Clearly it can cause property
damage: shaking and sometimes breaking windows, cracking plaster and drywall,
But there’s more to it than that.

For people and animals alike, noisa can creata pnysical and mental stress, anc
may, if sufficiently intanse, trigger hearing loss. Stress affecis iimoss
every bodily system, especially thosz weikenad by illness cr aga.

Noise {5 an inescaoadle part of medern lifre. We put up with it. A farm

tractor praduces noise, but it dcesn’t necessarily cause stress, because it's
not unexpected and becausa it’s doing useful wark, Noise becomes a health
hazard when it comes ds a surprisa, when it’s at high levels, when it's
sustained, or when we ¢an't do inything about it -~ or all of the abeve. S0
measuring the effect of noisa is partly a. subjective-axercisa. .
Noise is also measured objectively in "decibels® (dBA), the usual unit for
.expressing the relative intensity of sounds and the pressure a sound.produces
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PART 5: HEALTH HAZARDS / PAGE 2

cn the human ear. Measurement of noise can be precise, but it still involves'y
some comolex concepts. In a briet summary such as this, it’s difficult ta
scell out exacily how much noise an crdinary persen or animal cin handle
witheut siress or damage, becausa the supject deesn’t lend itself to
simplificaticn. Zut iv's werih nciing that a kay factcr is "ictal neise,”

which, fcr the purposes of this discussion, is the compbined effect of
indigencus noisa, backgreund notse, and aviatisn noisa.

Indigencus neise cinsists of the noises gendrated 3y routine neighberhcod or
community 1ciivities, Backgreund noisa is the noise from majoc hignways.,
trains, and irdusities, Cbvicusly, the relative importance of aviatien ncise
cin be vary ¢reat if indizancus and background noisa levels are low. And
that’s 2 joed weorking "enr tion of noige charactaristics in rural America.

Other ihings Seing acual, tha human ear ¢in handle i decihel range from rear
2erg {0 38cut 130 QSA Anyihing nigher than about 120 3BA is ootantially
harmiul 1o nedring, RisK varies with duraticn of axposure, cf coursa.

wrrent weedslace nois2 standards recuire, for instinc2, that the average
rci32 axZIsUre cver an S-hcur shift can’t axz2ed $Q dEA; {he maximum for any

ny moment is 130 4EA.

h2 folicwing charing -s to cut thes2 ¥inds ..{ rncise lavels in persceciive,
Ye20 1n mind that "\ara® lavels inveive 2xglsure Bath over ime inc, &t highar
isvels, W2 .-ﬁal,a that czh Se cius2d Sy memeniiry "impac?t or impulse® noise,
Ang X290 in ming, toe, that dacitel measurement is .cc.m\hm,.. which mezns
voyu can‘t 23iimate 24fects with simci2 arithmeiic. Ifcne jet flying ovarnead

1% moderately low altifuce cradeces 99 432A, ¢ twe 2is procduc? 130 ¢EAT "No,

they produc2 73 §2A. But, conversaly, 3 noisa at 93 JBA has twice the
intansity of 2 scund at 90 d5A, altheugn it might not sound twicz as loud.

Noise Levels & Efsects

No harm: <BA
Normai breathing {0
Leaves rystling in the braeza 26
Upice, soft whispar 30
Voice, normal conversation &9
Vacuyum cleaner 70
Seme riskK of harm:

TrusX 90
Subway train 100
Jazihammsr fi0
Poc¥ music "1iv2) ~ i
‘Considerable risk of harm: '

Low-inatansity sontc boem <1 PSF) 124
Fropeller aircraft , . 129
Air raid siren 130
Machine qun +ire, clos2 range 130
Jai aircraft takeotfs at 3I00° 131

~Hed|um-|ntensxty sonic boom (2.4 FSF) 13.; .

N 0 <
ngn-mtenn‘v zontc boem (13 PSFY 150
Saturn rocket takeofs oL 170
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You will note from the-above that noisa is alsa me asured in “pounds ger square
foot" (PSF), 2 measure of the pressure created by a saund wave an an exposad
sur4ac2. This measure is used to express noise levels ciused By sonic boams

and low-level flights.

A level of | PSE is potantially harmful to hearing. 3ut sonic booms and low—
level flights can produce many times this level. For examole, the Navy in its
Environmental Impact Statament for the proposed Supersonic Operations Area at
Fallon, Nevadarcilculates that PSF levels will range fram 3.9 to 10.5. But
actual readings taken in the area have repcrtadly ranged as high 2s 23.4 PS7,
causing the Nevada State Medical Asscciaticen to warn of "saveral cossible
ireas of adverse influence cn human health ind psychology by noise 2xpasure in
generii and sanic booms in particular.”

An £PA gudlication "Noisa: A Haalih Preslem,” summarizes the findings of
many current s:t.:nes cn the 217ecis of noise an various bedily systems. In
additicn io hear:ng loss, sccumentad creglems incluce:

+ High bloed pressure ameng workers ex:o;ec' ta high noisa levels;
Low—weight babies dorn to mothers wchincj in neisy areas;

Possibie Lirks between ncise, stress, ard birth dedects;

Chronic insomnia triggered'by receated sudden ciscuptica of sleen;
Stress-related dis2asa including ulcars, ¢clitis, 3sthma, ang headaches;

Increisad risk of dis2as2 7rom general lawering of resistance relaiad ia
the fatigue effecis of noisé axposure.

£2A’s reaorts also reinforcz two other impertant points:

{1} The idea that "people get usad to nois2” is largely a myth. Peoole
do adapt to some Kinds af nois2 and to some levels of noise — but there’'s q
trade-off, Adaptation may involve living at higher levels of stress
{reccgnized ar otherwisa) that cin taka their toil over Eme.

(2) The *startle effect" of sudden noise can cause temporary impairment
ot one‘s apility to function and reason. Depending on when and where this
haccens, the rick of accidents can increasa dramatically,

-

Coniz tooms: the Pamlico Sound case
In 4 crecedent-catting cas2, the Navy acknewizdged in 1974 that ncise created
by training flighis can ¢reate unaccactable conditions for people 3nd animals.
A proposal for the Oceana Supersonic Operitions Area involved withdrawing
airspac2 for an Air Cambat Maneuvering Range over Pamlico Sound, North
Carolina. The Navy’s Final £nvironmental Impact Statament resullad in
rejeclion of the proposal. [nstaad, 4 training area was created over the

ocean, cff tha-North Carolina coast.

-
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This is how the Navy summarizad its findings:

a0

“The reasaons that (the nrepasall could not satisfy requirements ire:

- Arzratt noisa and sonic beoms are not acceptable 9 local ccoulaca;

~ Rasiricticns to civilian aircraft cperations ire unaccastable;

- Possible disturbancz af wildlife refuges is unaccaptable.

Sanic bcams can be samewhat startling o humans and animals and under
cartain extreme C3NCitios can-causa creperty damage. For thesa reiscns they
will not e 10ie ¢ tmeads any lind ireas. -

it (the open-ocean plin] will cost scnsiderabiy more, iz firther from
basas and soses greater technical prediems. Hawever. it will insure that the

civilian peoulice and wildlife refuges ire not distursad by iraining.”

sy

‘e Fimiics Scunc tisa songzrnmed in el 37 relidiveiy danss soguiadico thy

Scerismen, cansarvaticnists sod loesl —olisical Vaadaes mipad ouish maay

§riS3rc0ts grouns o Sraanize nowersul cooesiticn *o the Navy’s original olan.
Y.

What's diferent ibout the Feniagen’s current olans for the siues over rural
America? The risks inc hizards ar2 ccmcarable; the main gifrerence is that
the military’s orimary focus now is con areis of genereally lower coouiaticn
dansity.

2yt the disturbancas :cKnowledged By ihe Navy in 1974 have not diminished.
Ner havez thay been adactataly res2arsiad. {U's no comfcrt ¢ samecne risking
siress ¢r h2aring imcairment 10 ¥now ihat relatively few other secole zre
being stz eci2d 19 similar risks. [¥'s comferiing i the military, theugh,
becausa geceie scittered thinly acraoss the ceuntryside are at 2 disadvantage
when they iry to crganize against the concantrated power aof the Pentagon.

® RADIATION

The military claces "threat emitters® and scering systams on along tarrain
beneath air routes usad fcr cambat flight training. Thesa devicas are
currently being placed throughcut the rural ccuntryside, mainly in the West
(sae Part 4), with no protective shielding to control radiation, sometimes
without fencing o Keep people and animals from coming within closa range -—
and without sufficient res2arch to assure that the emitters are sate,

Thes2 emittars send out a beam of non-tonizing radiation that simulates the
radar guiganca sysiems 2f anti-aircrift guns and surfaca~to-air aissiias, and
can be ucacg o reccrd wnether a nianeuver';_ng plane successiully evadas ground &
detenses. ror the military, they provide a state-gf-tha-art traning system

that realistically simelates ccmbat conditicns without criceling or Klling

ptlats. The cbvious question is whether their radiation is crippling or

kKilling civilians.

Mast of us are aware of the sotentially damaging effects cf icnizing

nadiation, such as the gamma rays preduced by a nuclear blast. Gamma rays,

like X-rays, fall into the category of-icnizing radiaticn, having sufficient

eriergy tc damage living tissue by smashing its atomic structure and,.through

ionization, dislodging cellular electrens. Given that man’s capacity to =
lll' 2-106 _ )
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groduce radiation is fairly recent, we’ve been learning —not quickly encugh--
- . . ©
that some eacly issumpticns abaut “safe” levels of expasure were wrong..

In the 19405 and early 1950s, scientists told soldiers not to worrys about
direct expasure to radiaticn prcducad by atcmic tests. The scientists were
wrong. The scientists are still learning -- but same of thase quined-pig
soldiers are dead, victims of cancar causad dy the tests.

The more the scientists learn, the mare they revisa their earlier . °
reassurincas. As recently as December, {935, for examole, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission recommended reducing the level of icceotable exposure
within nuclear cawer plants. The more we learn, in shart, the lower the
acceotadle levels of exposure.

Nen-icnizing ridiation lacks the enargy to cause the Xind of cn-centact damage
czusad by lenizing radiaticn, unless tissue and c2ils are direcily exogsad ic
heat croducad at high frequency == as in 1 micrcwave oven. For that reiscn,
scurc2s of nen-ieniing radiaticn ire thougnt o te zomparatively “safe.”

Ard such saurcas are sorcuting Lo inroughaut rural America, garticularly in
ar21s cf military cceraticns: Sources of nen-ionizing radiitian include the
thresat amiiiars and scering systams for comedt wraining: earth~i2-sateiiite
wansmilters, radar installazicns, greena-tasad leng-cisiance t2lephene relay

svziams, 32 fransmitters, anc videa disglay t2erminals.

What health risks are these radiation scurces oeating?  Ncdody's sure.
Scientists con’t fully understind the petential imeact of nen-icniting
radiaticn ¢n peccle 2nd animals. Studiss of the health effecis o7 non-
icnizing radiaticn separat2 impacts into two categeories:

(1) the effects aof elactriticaticn of low—trequency nen—tcnizing
radiaticn, 1s in pawer lines and video disolay terminals;

(2) the effects of heating of high-frequency non—ionizing
raciation as in microwaves and radar.

The slowly evolving state of cur knowledge is disturbingly reminiscant of the
early days of understanding (and misunderstanding) the effecis ot izmizing
radiaticn, Hzre, for examcle, are scme of the questicns crogping Lo currently
in scientific literature and news storias:

"Brain damage and unusual changes in soinal fluid have been cetectad
in mcre than two dozen Swedisn radar—-maintznancs workers exposad (o micrcwave
radiaticn for t2n years o moce L L L
--Wasnington Paost (1934)

“For the first time, bioghysicists have demonstrated that DNA -~ the-
malecular code of life == resanantly absorbs microwaves. This finding .. .
has prompted researchers to suggest that non-thermal genetic effects irom low=
lavel microwaves are possible ...” -
--Science News (1934)

*Accarding to New Jersay officiils, since the antennas (earth-to—
satellite transmitters and ground-based relay systems) came to Vernon
tawnshig, the percantage of children born there with Down’s Syndrame, a
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- Simcla legic cermits Us to 25320t $hat ceccle
5

-

chromcsome abnormdlitly sametimes callad ‘mangalism’ that saricusly impairs a.
child‘s development, has saared ta almost four times that for the.general

pepulaticn ...
--3arron‘s (1935)

“Human data are limited ... however, two recent siudies of
physictherapoisis suggest two potantially significant health effects issociated
with werk with radiofreguancy equioment. The firstis heart disaasz in male s.
the sacond is (i1onormal] gregnancy ou\cames in female physiotherapisis ...

--£7A 11934}

The state of cur Mncwledge aeing what it is (and isn't), common sensa suggests
we shauld groc2ed wiil axireme cauticn betere exposing peogle cr animals 10
additicnal scurzas 2f nen-tonizing radiation. All the reszarch returns aren‘t
inyet. The returns 33 far, hcwever, suggest that we're in far scme nasty
surgrises == and that milizary installations will provide many ¢+ tham.

® ACCICENTS

and qnimals living under th
L.ner<cmc i .d icw-igvei tratning-2nd-testing :Ir corridors are 312 hlgner
sk of inury from aircrzft accidents. ' ’

At the fural Caaliticn we're siill in the sarly stagas of 1itemoting to cotain
useful data on military aviauen ac::den inveiving civilian pepulations.
Until that data is availahble, we must limit cursalives to an cbsarvaticn dasad
on fundamental common sensa: '

Cbvicusly, risX increasas when an area that has had zero sucersonic flights
suddenly experiences as many as 35 a weeK, as is the cas? in some areas. And
it's equally cbvious that a rural area2 newly designated for low-levei flights
faces a spacial Kind of risk. A pilot whose engine flames out at 20,000 feet
has 2 little time io deal with his orcblem, maybe even ta bring his airpiane
down without killing anything in the prcc2ss. A pilot encountering that

problem at 200 feet has no time for anything, not sven a quick prayer.

Sightad fisherman, sark same
Arcther Kind of accident can be ciusec 5y the tendency of some military pilots
to do ¢ b1? of hoirogaing when they get the chancz. Scmetimas the results are

narmless, sometimes nci. Twe recent axamplas: . -

& [n June, {935, Navy pilots bomoed the town of Fairview, Nevada.
.Fortunazely, Fairview is a.ghast town, but there’s a silver mine nearby, and
campers sometimes us2 the ibandcned buildings in the town. Luckily, no one
was camping in Fairview or working at the mine on the day the "accidental”
bombing took placa., ;
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o [n May, 1943, Marine pilots bombed three fishermen in a boat on .
Pamlico Sound in North Carolina. The fishermen repaorted that several ets |
first skimmed past them at low altitude, then reappeared ind drcpped bomds :
that hit within 30 feet of their boat. They were engulfed in smcke and, as
they raced toward shore, they were butzed repeatedly. One fishermen suffered
severe burns and another, who breathed fumes from the exolosicns, develcoed
pneumonia and was ill for two months, according to news reports.

Says will be boys. And pilots will he pilots. Unless we’re willing to
tolerat2 more news reports like thes2 -- and more deaths and inuries =— it
maKes sanse to limit the airspace that we turn over to the Fentagan.

RURAL COALITION
Rural Military Issues Project
2001 S'Street NW, Washington DC.20009
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2L April 1988

Stan Busteed
Holiday Island Box 228
Hertford, N.C. 279LbL

Director A-95 Review
Department of Administration
116 W, Jones Street
Raleigh, N.C. 27603-8003

Dear Director:

Comments herein are directed primarily at the USAF Uraft Environmental IMpact
Statement(DEIS) for the F-15 Beddown at Seymour Johnson AFE,

Conspicuous by its absence is any mention of USAF use of th~ Palmetto Target,
Restricted Airspace R-5302, in the Albemarle dound. This points out the continued
lack of coordination hetween the military branches as to the cumulative impacts
on the environment of joint use airsvace. Other recional joint use airspaces

sharine hazardous impacts are R-5313, R-5306, K-531l; plus hundreds of miles of
low level militarv training routes.

This beddown pronosal is just one of a series of environmental documents
oricinated by agents of the Department of Defense (DOD) and aimed at impacting
eastern North Carolina in the last six months. The Council on Environmental Wuality
Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the National tnvironmental
Policy Act, LOCFR Parts 1500-1508, state clearly in § 1508.7 the requirement of
agencies to consider cumulative impacts. § 1508.25 points out the requirement to

consider cumulative actions and when related to similar prooosals, to treat them in
8 single impact statement.

The U.S. Navy orovosal 85-A50-16, the USMC FrIS on the Cherryl and Core MOAs,
the USAF DEIS on the beddown of F-15 aircraft, and some agency's forthcoming
documents on the Mid-Atlantic tlectronic Warfare Range are all interrelated actions
using common military airsovace and developing cumulative impacts significantly
affecting the human environment. As all these military organizations are acting
as agents of the Devartment of Defense, DOD should become the lead agency as de-
tailed under 8 1501.5 of the above cited regulation.

This business of the residents of eastern North Carolina trying to keep
abrest of one proposal after another being tossed at them by all branches of the
military is absurd. Are they expected to interrelate these themselves? Is this
an examnle of military tactics to divide and conquer?

I ask that your office work to demand that the DOD present its long range
proposal for all actions which may impact the human environment in eastern North
Carolina, and then perhan= all residents may review, understand, and comment on
the environmental impacts they will be asked to withstand. .
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Until such time as it takes DOD to prepare a DEIS on all perceived military
requirements which may impact the human environment in eastern North Carolina, I
respectfully ask your office to take the initiative and deny any military proposal
or final action that would further degrade or deteriorate the quality of life
in eastern North Carolina.

Aside from NEPA conflicts, this beddown JEIS as well as the other military
proposals do not apvear in consonance with the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act.
These proposals exceed the initial exemptions granted federal military facilities
thus inconsistant with the N.C. Coastal Management Act.

Thank you for vour attention on this issue and continued interest in the
environmental well-beinr of Horth Carolina.

Respectfully,

el

cc:SecDef
CEQ
Era
att.Gen, N.Z.
Cone, walter B, Jones
Sen. Jesse Helms
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April 26, 1988

N.C. State Clearinghouse
Department of Administration
116 W. Jones Street

Raleigh, North Carolina 27611

Dear Sir:

The Board of Commissioners of Kill Devil Hills would
like to go on record as opposing the new airspace requirements
proposed by Seymour Johnson Air Force Base.

We do not think that night-flying should be allowed in our
area as it causes a great deal of noise and is generally disruptive,
especially in the proposed evening hours.

The Town is also greatly concerned with the fact that the Air
Force has not met the National Environmental Protection Agency
(N.E.P.A.) Act in two important areas. The first is that no public
hearings have been held ir this region concerning the proposed night
flights by the Air Force. The second point centers on the fact that
Environmental Impact Statements submitted are grossly inadequate for
our area. Both of these are required by the N.E.P.A. Act.

Thank you very much for your consideration.
Sincerely,

A baoetl 10 G

Lowell M. Perry
Mayor

dc
cc: Board of Commissioners

Don Flowers, Albemarle Commission

Debora Diaz, Interim Town Manager
File
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3.0 PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was released to the
A public hearing on the proposed action was held in Goldsboro,
14, 1988. The following is the transcript from this hearing.

ublic March 10, 1988.
orth Carolina on April



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT MEETING

F-15E BEDDOWN SEYMOUR JOHNSON AFB
OPENING REMARKS

BY: Colonel J. Jeremiah Mahoney

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen. The National Environmental Policy Act and the
implementing regulations require federal agencies to carefully analyze potential
environmental impact proposed actions and to use those analyses in arriving at
decisions or recommendations on whether or how to proceed with the proposed
actions.

The Air Force has prepared and distributed in accordance with applicable regula-
tions, a draft Environmental Impact Statement. In fact, Mr. Chavis has a copy
of it here. This addresses a proposal to station F-15E aircraft at Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base in Wayne County, North Carolina.

I am Colonel J. Jeremiah Mahoney. I have been designated by the Office of the
Judge Advocate General of the United States Air Force in Washington, DC, as
presiding officer for tonight's public hearing on this draft Environmental Impact
Statement. I am stationed at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery, Alabama.

I am a full-time trial judge for courts-martial in the Air Force.

I'd 1ike at this time to introduce the head of the Air Force team of experts,
Colonel James T. Ferrell, the base commander at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base.

INTRODUCTION OF PERSONS PRESENT
BY: Colonel James T. Ferrell

Thank you, sir. What I'd like to do first, I'd just like to introduce the team
we have representing the base and 1'd 1ike to start with Mr. Al Chavis, he's to
my left over here. He's from Headquarters TAC Environmental Engineering. Mr.
Charles Gruby, also from Headquarters TAC, Airspace Management. Mr. Bob Dobbins,
to my right over here. He is the Base Civil Engineer representative. Lt Col

Ken Allen, who is the F-15 project officer for the base, and of course, Lt Col
Paul Henry, who is the Assistant Deputy Commander for Operations. And of course,
Major Mark Ordess, Headquarters TAC/XP--from Plans.

Colonel Mahoney

I'd 1ike to recognize everybody who has taken the time out of their personal
schedules to come here tonight. VYour presence is commendable in that it reflects
interest in your community and the things that are important to us. I'm here to
assure you that your interest is the sole purpose of our being here.

Now, as hearing officer, I am not an expert in this proposal, and I haven't
had any connection with its development. Likewise, I'm not here to act as legal
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advisor to the Air Force team of experts who will address the proposal. My
purpose is simply to insure that we have a fair and orderly hearing and that
all who wish to be heard have a fair chance to speak.

Let me take a moment to explain how the hearing will be conducted. This isn't
going to be a debate or referendum on the proposals themselves. There'll be no
demonstrations or referendum on it. The purpose of the hearing is to provide a
public forum for two-way communication with a view to improving the overall
decision making process. And you'll notice I said two-way communication. Part
I of that calls for you to listen carefully to what the Air Force experts have
to say as they brief you on the proposals on the anticipated environmental
consequences. After the hearing there will be a period for you to ask questions
to clarify in your mind any points made during the briefing concerning the

draft environmental impact statement.

Part Il of the process is for any statements or comments for you to tell the Air
Force experts what you think and give the decision makers the benefit of your
knowledge of the local area affected by the proposals and any environmenal
hazards that you may perceive.

So the purpose of the hearing is to identify and assess the pertinent impact
between your personal perspective as to those impacts. You can take notes, if
you wish, during the hearing and during the briefings, and fill out the comment
sheets that have been provided as you came in the door. You can indicate on
that comment sheet if you wish to ask a question or-make a statement, and the
subject matter involved. After the briefing I'11 recognize members of the
public for the purpose of questioning the Air Force experts. And then after
that question period we'll receive any statements or comments from public
officials or representatives of private organizations or from members of the
public speaking as individuals. After any statements are received, then I'11
devote any remaining time to taking any questions which may have been generated
by the various statements, and then of course the hearing will close. Please
don’t be hesitant to ask a question or make a statement. This is an informal
hearing and there are no dumb questions. I want to help insure that all who
wish to speak are heard, so please help me by following these simple guidelines.
First, please speak only after I recognize you and please address your remarks
to me. Please speak clearly and slowly starting our with your name, address,
and capacity in which you appear, that is, as a public official or as a
representative of a private association or as an individual. Speak up so that
our court reporter, Mrs. Elaine Morris, can get all this down accurately. She
has the duty of making a verbatim transcript of these proceedings which will

be considered in the decision making process.

Also, I'd ask you to only ask one question at a time. I'l11 permit a reasonable
number of questions, but shot-gun questions tend to be confusing. Please limit
your oral statements or comments to a reasonable period, five minutes is most
likely a reasonable period. And finally, please honor any request from me to
cease speaking, and don't speak while anyone else is speaking.

Now, it's possible that there will be questions that the Air Force representatives
are not able to answer. This could occur, first, because even though they have
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a great deal of expertise they will not attempt to answer a question tonight
unless they are confident that they can do so accurately. And second, there may
be questions that have a security implication and might require further review
before the answers are provided. If this should occur, and the question is
relevant, I can assure you that it will be addressed in the final document which
you can request a copy of as indicated on the comment sheet you have been
provided.

You will note that on that comment sheet, statements can be submitted at any

time prior to 2 May 1988, mailing it to Lt Col Allen at Seymour Johnson Air Force
Base. Whether you make your statement on the record tonight or whether you mail
it in later, it will be carefully considered and made a part of the record of
these proceedings and it will have equal weight and receive the same careful
consideration whether it's made tonight orally or made in writing afterwards.

Now, at this time, Major Mark Ordess from TAC Headquarters will give an overview
of the proposed action and then Colonel Ferrell the base commander at Seymour
Johnson will give an overview of the Environmental Impact analysis process, and
the anticipated environmental impact of this proposed action. Major Ordess.

BRIEFING OGN PROPOSED ACTION

BY: Major Mark Ordess
(Accompanied by Slide Presentation)

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen. I work in the office of Director of Programs,
at Headquarters Tactical Air Command. Just to let you know what we do, we are

in effect rather like the business managers of TAC. We manage the iron assets,
that is the aircraft assets, of the Tactiacl Air Command.

The purpose of this briefing is, as he said, give you an overview of exactly
what we are proposing here at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. Now, I'l11 tell
you a little bit about the purpose and the need, a little about the airplane;
I'11 go into some reasonable detail in describing the proposed action, and a
brief review of the alternatives to the proposed action.

Simply put, Seymour Johnson is proposed to be the first F-15E combat coded wing
in the United States Air Force. We plan to convert 72 F-4Es to 72 F-15Es. And
the reason that we want to do that is threefold. Our long range strike
capability is diminishing. The F-111 is both getting old and getting smaller
in numbers, and so is the F-4. So, the time has come to replace these 1960's
vintage weapons systems with a new airplane, and that is the F-15E. Second,
the other guys are increasing the quality and the quantity of their capability,
therefore, in order to keep pace we need to bring new weapon systems aboard.
One of these is the F-15E. MNow, the third reason is, the F-15E is cost effective.
The airplane can perform the same air-to-air mission that the F-15A's and C's
can, and it can also--the reason it's really built, it can do the long range
night interdiction mission. So what you get is, you get two for the price of
one. You get a more flexible weapon system and a more economically efficient
weapon system.
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Just a general description of the airplane. 1It's essentially a highly modified
two-seat version of the F-15A and C. The aircraft is powered by two 24,000
pound class Pratt and Whitney engines. It is capable of speeds in excess of
twice the speed of sound and in excess of 60,000 feet. The aircraft is also
capable of intercontinental deployment without air refueling. It also has a
combat radius of about 1,000 miles, depending upon the weapons load. The
weapons load for this aircraft is in excess of 12 tons of munitions.

Now, one of the things that makes this airplane special is the Low Altitude
Navigation Targeting Infra Red System for night which we could'nt say fast a
lot, so we shortened it to LANTIRN. What this really consists of are two pods
bolted onto the bottom of the airplane, and it gives the airplane three
capabilities. Tt gives it a Terrain Following Capability, that is, we can fly
this airplane at night, in the weather, close to the ground without hitting the
ground. It has a Forward Looking Infra Red Capability which means the crew gets
a black and white TV picture of what's in front of them. That's useful for two
main things, it helps us to find the target that we are after, and two, it helps
us with terrain avoidance. And finally, a Laser Designator. This is not a Star
Wars laser. The primary purpose of this laser designator is to put a pinpoint
beam of light on a target so that a bomb can follow the reflected 1ight from

the laser ‘energy. The laser itself doesn't kill people, the laser only guides
the weapons to the target.

Now, the F-15 has-been the safest fighter aircraft in the history of the United
States Air Force and we expect the F-15E to be even safer because we've improved
the dependability of the avionics and of the engines. Now, how does that compare
with the F-4? Hopefully this airplane will be safer than the F-4. As far as

Air Traffic Control procedures and noise and emissions around Seymour Johnson,

it will be pretty close. I don't have the numbers here, it's in the document.
Essentially, the average fellow on the street won't be able to tell any difference.

The specifics of the action. 1I'm going to talk a little bit about the conversion
schedule; what it means in terms of additional people here in the community, a
little bit about military construction, and a few operational considerations.

This is a bit of a busy slide, so let me talk you through it. What the slide
describes, it shows a schedule of the conversion from 72 F-4Es to 72 F-15Es,
and it begins in the 4th quarter of 1988, which is, October-November of 1988,
and that's the starting point with no F-15Es and a full wing of F-4s. Then we
begin in January of 1989 and it flows through basically on a one-for-one basis.

We complete the action in 1991, and the main thing to note here is that we
essentially keep about 72 airplanes at Seymour all the time. We are not going
to have 72 F-15s and 72 F-4s. We are going to roll them out as the F-15Es
become available. By June of 1991 we will add 220 people to Seymour Johnson Air
Force Base, and they come in roughly at about 70 or so a year. The reason for
this is, the aircraft, because it's more capable, because it carries more
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munitions, requires a few more bodies--a few more people to work on and take
care of that stuff.

This is a slide of the military construction required to support this new mission.
Essentially $12 million dollars in the initial build, and then in FYS0 we have

an additional $3 million dollars that we are asking for that is unfunded at this
point. The bottom line is a total of about $15 million dollars in military
construction at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base to support this new aircraft.

Now, this is a very busy slide, and all it is, it is a comparison of what the
F-4s do today and what the F-15Es will do in the future. They are going to fly
essentially the same sortie rates, but the only difference is they are going

to fly at a little bit different time of day. This aircraft's claim to fame is
the ability to fly at night so we are going to fly a few more night sorties,
but I want you to notice those sorties will still happen between sunset and
10:00 o'clock at night. We are not going to be flying airplanes around the
clock and we are not going to change--we don't plan to change the standing
quiet hours which is there are no takeoffs after 10:00 o'clock and everybody
lands pretty close after 10:00 o'clock. Military Training Routes are similarly
effected. We are going to fly a little bit more at night on military training
routes, and we are going to fly a little bit more on military training routes
because of the little bit heavier emphasis on the air-to-ground mission. Finally,
at the bottom, Dare County Range. That percentage there is the percentage of
total capability at Dare County. Right now the Air Force uses about 78% of

the capability of the range. We will probably up that to 94%, which is about
the same level that the 4th Wing used Dare County when we had 4 squadrons here
back in 1985.

So how did we come to pick Seymour Johnson as the base. Well, any basing action
we have essentially there are four things we can do. You can do nothing. Well,
that didn't seem to be a prudent thing to do because I explained to you how there
is a requirement here to modernize our airplanes and to keep up with the Soviets
in terms of quality and quantity of military hardware. So no action didn't

seem to be a prudent thing to do. To delay the action, again, delays our
capability to keep up, plus it ends up costing more money to delay. To build a
new base; estimates are today that it would cost in excess of $1 billion dollars
*0 even begin building a new base with a new runway and all of that. So, that
was monetarily out; it just didn't make sense. So, we started looking at other
TAC bases. Seymour has the last active combat coded F-4 unit. So, when we
looked at the range, and the airspace, and all of the things that the 4th Wing
has here, Seymour Johnson came out to be the best choice. We believe Seymour
Johnson is the preferred alternative for the F-15E beddown.

So in summary, we are swapping out 72 F-4Es for 72 F-15s over a two and a half
year period. We'll complete the action in the summer of 1991.

BRIEFING ON ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT PROCESS
BY: Colonel James T. Ferrell

What 1'11 do is talk to you about the Environmental Impact Process and the
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Environmental Impact Statement. An Environmental Impact Statement is required
to support the programmed F-4 to F-15E aircraft conversion at Seymour Johnson
Air Force Base. From now on I'i1l refer to this as the EIS. I'l11 shorten it a
little bit.

This EIS is part of federal agency's responsibility under NEPA, which is the
National Environmental Policy Act, it's a charter for protection of the environ-
ment. NEPA is divided into two parts. The first provides declaration of
National Environmental Policy, and the intent is to create and maintain conditions
under which man and nature can exist in productive harmony. NEPA's second part
establishes the council on environmental quality to advise the President on
environmental trends and publish guidance for federal agencies to meet NEPA
requirements. Federal agencies are required to implement procedures to make the
NEPA process more useful to the decision makers and the public, to reduce paper-
work and to emphasize real environmental issues and alternatives. To integrate
the requirements of NEPA with other planning and environmental procedures, to
encourage public involvement in decisions which effect the quality of the
environment, and to enhance the quality of the environment by adopting litigation
measures which would minimize the impacts. The Air Force policy and NEPA
implementation procedures are contained in Air Force Regulation 19-2, titled,

the Environmental Impact Analysis Process. Therefore, as NEPA and our own Air
Force Regulations encourage, we invite involvement of the public and government
officials throughout the environmental impact analysis process.

Our public participation program for the EIS includes the following actions to
solicit public involvement. First, a notice of intent to prepare an EIS was
published in the Federal Register on Friday, November 13th, 1987. Press releases
were issued and announcement letters sent to Federal, State and local government
and civic leaders. Next was the Scoping meeting to determine the significant
issues. The issues raised in the 17 December 1987 Scoping meeting have been
analyzed in the draft EIS. The draft EIS was made available to the public on

10 March 1988 and filed with the EPA on the 11th. The public comment period
opened on the 18th of March and will close on the 2nd of May. This provides the
public 45 days to review the draft EIS, and the public hearing is being held
tonight to collect verbal comments and written statements. The Air Force will
then consider all relevant issues raised, and provide a response in the final
EIS. News releases and announcements will be made throughout the process to
advise on the process.

These are the approximate milestone dates for the completion of the environmental
impact analysis process as it relates to the aircraft conversion at Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base. We have met all the milestones from the 13 November
1987 date to tonight, the public hearing. And of course, the public comment
period will close on the 2nd of May 1988. After evaluation of public comments,
the draft will be revised into a final EIS which will be filed with the
Environmental Protection Agency and public notice given. We anticipate a record
of decision on the EIS for the programmed aircraft conversion in July of 1988,
and notice to proceed with the conversion in September.

Again, this is a busy chart, and I would like to review with you the findings
of the potential environmental effects should the Air Force decide to implement
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the aircraft conversion at Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. The quality of air
pollutant emissions at the base, range, and on the MTR's which are the training
routes, will be slightly reduced from that emitted by the F-4s. If the Air
Force chose not to implement the action, there would be no change in the quality
of emissions. Noise levels around the base would return to the 1985 conditions
when we had 96 F-4s assigned to the base. Specifically, the action would increase
the overall noise levels by about 1} decibels. This level of increase is
generally not considered to be significant by either the FAA or the Air Force.
Projections of noise level on the Military Training Routes and on the range
indicate a 1 to 2 decibel reduction on the MTR's and about 1 decibel increase
for the range. Again, these changes are not considered to be significant. The
noise level on the Military Training Routes are well below the criteria of HUD
for acceptable residential living. The physical environment, the non-biotic

or non-living part of our environment would not materially change if either the
proposed action or the no action alternative were selected. Impacts from the
construction of facilities at the base, or construction and maintenance of
targets on the range are temporary activities, where effects can be controlled
to acceptable levels. We have considered the potential effect of an increase

in generation of hazardous waste of the base as a result of implementing the
proposed action. The F-15E will generate about 4 more gallons of hazardous
waste per aircraft than the F-4s. This level of increase is minor and well
within the capability of the base manage. It is anticipated our waste minimiza-
tion program will continue to reduce the quantities of hazardous waste generated
at the base, and with this program in effect, we feel that in the long run there
would be little if any real increase. Po.>ntial effects on the biotic environment
are minimal. The indigenous vegetation and wild life have been previously
disturbed as a result of urban and agricultural development near the base. It
is not believed that the minor changes and noise levels would be a limiting
factor for the wildlife or animal's continued use of their existing habitats.

In respect to the no action alternative, the proposed action would not materially
change the biotic environment.

We believe night operations pose more of a risk than day operations. This is
true for any type of aircraft. However, when one considers the enhanced night
vision capability of the F-15E over that of other aircraft in the inventory,
the relative difference is well within acceptable safety threshholds. Lasers
similar to the LANTIRN's laser have been used on the Dare County Range for a
number of years. Safety procedures have been developed to protect the aircrews
as well as range personnel on the ground. Some of thase procedures such as
removing reflective surfaces and location of targets also provide protection
for wildlife. In respect to potential environmental impact of the proposed
action as compared to the no action alternative, there would be no real change
to the environment if either alternative were chosen.

Analysis of socioeconomic impact focused on changes in local economic conditions,
and the impact of changes and noise levels could have on residential property
values. The results suggest a net positive impact on the local economy due to
the projected increase in manpower and construction activities associated with
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the proposed action. With respect to the impact of noise on residential property
values, the effects would be minmal. Most of the development now effected by
aircraft noise has been constructed with full knowledge of the existence of
Seymour Johnson Air Force Base. Property values in these areas therefore already
reflect to a great degree valuation based on aircraft overflights, noise, and
aircraft crash potential. In a continuim of time there would be no real
difference between the future and the recent past when we had 96 F-4s assigned

to the base.

Consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer has indicated no
knowledge of any cultural resources on the base or the range. Many of the
archeological sites under the Military Training Routes are prehistoric with no
above ground remains. These buried artifacts would not be impacted by the
proposed action. Because of the industrial nature of the operations at Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, the aesthetic values of the base are unlikely to be
adversely impacted by the proposed action. The aesthetic quality of areas in

the vicinity of the range could be effected by the increase in noise level;
however, the projected 1 decibel increase is not considered to be significant

and should not be noticed by the local residents. It is not believed the proposed
action will significantly impact the recreational value of the Cape Hatteras
National Seashores or Cape Lookout. Noise levels on the Military Training Routes
will either remain the same or slightly reduce.

As Colonel Mahoney has already said, you have the option of either making comments
tonight, as he will recognize you later, or if you would like, this is the

address and the date of where you mail your comments and statements to us,
attention: Lt Col Allen at the base, and as we have said, every issue or comment
will be addressed.

Colonel Mahoney.

Thank you, Colonel Ferrell. And that address is on the comment sheets that you
have also.

We will now turn to the question and answer period of the public hearing. This
is the time set aside to allow you to ask questions about the content of the
briefing and the draft Environmental Impact Statement. It's not intended to be
a period for comments or statements which will come later, but merely to provide
you with more detailed information in response to any questions you may have.
So, please limit any questions at this time to the briefing or the draft
environmental impact statement.

Is there anyone that has a question, if so, please step forward?

(There is no response from the audience.)

Apparently, everything has been made very clear. If there areno questions,
then we'll proceed to the part of the hearing for oral comments or statements

by anyone who wishes to make those at this time instead of submitting them in
writing to be considered at a later time. Is there anybody that wishes to
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make a statement or make comments?
(There is no response from the audience.)

Apparently not. [ don't want to solicit them unnecessarily, but this is your
chance if you have anything you want to say fon the record. If not, as we have
indicated, the comment sheets have the address. Any comments or statements can

be sent to the base in care of Lt Col Allen, and they certainly will be considered
as part of the report.

Okay, apparently there are no further comments, questions or statements. Any
written statements submitted will be fully considered and addressed in the final
impact statement.

Once again, we as the Air Force, appreciate your effort to come out tonight and
contribute your views to this public. hearing. On behalf of myself and the

members of the Air Force team we thank you for your attention during this

hearing, and assure you that the Air Force decision makers will carefully consider
the viewpoints of any statements received on this Environmental Impact Statement
in deciding the ultimate course of action on the proposal to beddown the F-15E's
at Seymour -Johnson Air Force Base.

Since we have nothing further at this time, the hearing is adjourned. Thank
Jou.
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4.0 RESPONSE TO DEIS COMMENTS

The Air Force recognizes the importance of farmlands in eastern North Carolina
and agrees that the resource must be protected. We believe the proposed action
would not result in a noticeable effect to farmland because there would not be a
significant increase in air pollutants or noise.

Construction activities to support the proposed aircraft beddown will be conducted
with appropriate erosion control measures to prevent ofisite sediment damage.
Erosion potential at the base is slight due to the relatively level topography.

The Air Force appreciates the Soil Conservation Service comments and will, where
possible, use locally adapted plants to help prevent soil erosion.

We believe reference to both time periods is important for understanding the short
as well as the long term effects. 'lPhe 1986 baseline has been used for evaluating
short term environmental effects. Reference to the time period when 96 F-4
aircraft were assigned to the base is valid from a socioeconomic standpoint as well
as giving local people a benchmark for what the ambient noise levels could be if
the proposed action is adopted. Longer time periods are also used by community
planning officials in evaluating long range zoning proposals.

During preparation of the draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), land use
categories were evaluated and residential property was determined to be the
principal area of impact. The analysis does generally provide the requested
information for residential property. A building-by-building count for commercial
and institutional properties would only have academic value and limited use in
bettering the understanding of effects in the more pronounced area of probable
impact.

We believe the comment refers to Figure 4.7-4; however, reference to background
noise levels is done deductively by referencing Section 3.7.1.3 of the DEIS. Conse-
quently, the Brogden and Walnut Creek areas are taken to have a 55 DNL noise
level. ﬁlthough we believe this is conservative, no noise surveys have been
conducted.

In line with comment 4, Figure 3.2-2 only provides a benchmark for showing the
noise contours during the 1983 time period. To gauge the short term impacts, the
reader should compare Figures 3.2-3 and 4.2-1 which are comparably scaled.
Brogden and Walnut Creek have been identified on the maps which are provided in
the errata section of this document. Tables 4.7-3 and 4.7-4 both represent "worst
case"; the change in the noise level column represents the difference between a
value of 55 DNL or the comparable compatible use district (CUD) from Figure
3.2-3. (if the area in question is within the AICUZ), respectively.

A-weighted peak noise levels are provided in Table 3.2-2 and, although no noise
;urvegs 111\2% been conducted, page 4.2-4 of the DEIS discusses typical DNL values
or the .

The Air Force believes it has adequately evaluated the potential cumulative impact
of the proposed action. See Section 2.1 of the DEIS.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

The draft EIS unfortunately gave the impression that flights could and would occur
on all segments of the MTRs at an altitude of 100 feet and higher. This is not
the case. All military low-level training is conducted in accordance with restric-
tions published in the Department of Defense Flight Information Publication Area
Planning Guide section 1B (DOD FLIP AP/1B). On VR-1043, overflight of the Cape
Lookout area is restricted to a minimum altitude of 750 feet (1500 teet from June
1 to September 1). Overflight of the Cape Hatteras National Seashore is restricted
to above 1000 feet along \§R-073. See Appendix A for FLIP AP/1B listing of the
MTRs discussed in the EIS.

Ingress to BT-9 or BT-11 from W-122 A/B/C is not and is not projected to be a
normal or frequent occurrence. In those cases where overflight 1s required, it will
be done in accordance with the restrictions contained in AP/1B.

W-72 contains an Air Combat Maneuvering Instrument range where supersonic
operations can be conducted.

Hours of operations along MTRs are as published individually in AP/1B. Projected
hours of operation of the 4TFW F-15Es are as published in the draft EIS,
0600-2230, unless further restricted by AP/1B. Aircraft speeds on the MTRs are by
regulation 360 knots minimum to 540 knots maximum ground speed; commonly, 420
to 480 knots ground speeds are planned. Flight altitudes are in accordance with
AP/1B. Specifically, along VR-073 over the Cape Hatteras National Seashore and
the Outer Banks, 1000 feet minimum. The Air Force has not determined which
specific segments of the various MTRs would be used for flight operations at the
100 feet level. Therefore, all calculations represent a distribution as discussed in
the draft EIS (see section 4.2). Noise levels in Cape Hatteras and Cape Lookout
National Seashore would change from 56 to 54 DNL and from 44 to 41 DNL,
respectively. During the summer months, noise levels under VR-1043 and Cape
Lookout N.S. would change from 49 to 36 DNL. In addition, we are incorporating
the Marine Corps EIS for the establishment of the Cherry I and Corps MOA. That
document indicates that noise levels in the Cherry I MOA would be around 72
DNL. Comparing projected noise levels for the MTRs shows that noise levels for
the area would be dictated by operations in the MOA.

See comment response 11 above relative to ingressing BT-9/BT-11 from W-122
A/B/C. The requirement to discuss these ranges was deleted in the scoping
process for the EIS. Their use is limited and level of continued use would not
materially change. Additionally, their use is not airframe dependent, and conse-
uently, their continued use is not related to the proposed aircraft beddown. The

ir Force is not a party to the establishment of any MOAs in the national
seashore area.

VR-1043 crosses the southern end of Cape Lookout National Seashore. Since there
would be no change to existing airspace, including currently established overflight
altitude restrictions, the effects of the proposed F-15E beddown would be limited
to the increase of flights during the evening hours. From a relative standpoint,
the F-15E in cruise power is quieter than tne F-4 and consequently the overall
noise level would be less. Visitor annoyance would be expected to be slightly less.
At the present level of flyovers, flights over Cape Lookout pose no significant
impact to visitor use of the seashore (Chuck Harris, Cape Lookout Chief Ranger,
May 19, 1988, personal communication). Also see comment response 13 above.
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16.

17.

18.
19.

20.

See comment response 15 above. The minimum altitude on VR-073 over the Outer
Banks, including Cape Hatteras National Seashore, is 1000 feet.

The action being analyzed in the environmental impact statement is for replace-
ment of F-4 aircraft by F-15Es. Alternatives for this action must relate to how
the action can be accomplished. Finding other airspace users whose operations
may present less impacts is not considered relevant.

See comment response 9 above.

The analysis provides enough data to show that any effect of noise on wildlife
would be minimal. No further analysis is needed. See Section 4.4.

The EIS did not differentiate effects for day and night operations because it is
believed that the difference is negligible. With respect to nighttime operations, it
is pointed out that the MTRs now have nighttime operations; the proposed action
would just increase the number of flights on a given MTR from about one sortie
every third night to one per night. e consequences of these increased number
of flights is not well known due to the fact that the only studies on the effects
of sonic or subsonic noises on animals during the nighttime have been performed
on one domestic species. Information on impacts to wildlife species over the MTRs
is not available.

Few -studies have been made to document the effects of aircraft noise on animals
during the evening or nighttime. Many studies have been performed during the
daytime, primarily because it is during this time that most sonic and subsonic
impacts are experienced. Evening or nighttime impacts are important, however,
because it is during the evening hours that most wildlife which are active during
the daytime are seeking a safe location to spend the night. It is, therefore, a
sensitive period of the day for most wildlife.

The only research projec*~ documenting the effects of sonic or subsonic noises on
animals during the nighttime were performed on domestic hens. In the first study,
Stadelman (1958a) subjected the fertilized eggs of domestic hens to incubation
under conditions of sound (over 120 dB) or no sound (under 70 dB). Sound was
present 8 out of every 20 minutes from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. each day and from 8 p.m.
to 8 am. every third night. The sound produced inside the incubation boxes
consisted of playbacks of recorded background airfield noises and noise from
propeller and jet aircraft. He observed no effects on hatchability of eggs or on
the quality of chicks hatched. Stadelman (1958b) then subjected domestic chicks
to aircraft flyover noise at 80 to 115 dB at 300 to 600 Hz. The chicks were
exposed to the sound daily for 5 out of every 20 minutes from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
and from 8 p.m. to 8 a.m. every third night. He observed no difference in weight
gain, feeding efficiency, meat tenderness or yield, or mortality between sound
exposed and non-exposed chicks.

References:

Stadelman, W.J. 1958a. The effect of sounds of varying intensity on hatchability
of chicken egg. Poultry Science 37:166-169.
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23.

24,

25.

Stadelman, W.J. 1958b. Observations with growing chickens on the effects of
sounds of varying intensities. Poultry Science 37:776-779.

Pearson, E.W,, P. Skon, and G.W. Corner. 1967. Dispersal of urban roosts with
records of starling distress calls. J. of Wildlife Management 31:502-506.

See comment response 9 above.

The percent increase in use of the MTRs is 14 vice the 34 shown on pages xiii and
2.1-2 and the 38 shown on page 4.2-4 of the draft EIS. The Air Force regrets the
sortie rate discrepancy shown in Table 2.1-3. The 36 sorties shown for the
proposed action during 0600-2200 hours should have been listed as 32 sorties and
the 14 should have been 10 for the sunset to 2200 hour time period. The baseline
was derived from data collected during a period in 1985 and 1986.

MTR utilization data is not archived, and we are unable to provide the requested
information.

The Air Force has provided the Department of Interior with a list of counties
under the MTRs and has initiated informal consultation for the following en-
dangered species: wood stork, red-cockaded woodpecker, bald eagle, american
peregrine falcon, roseate tern, gray bat, Indiana bat, Kemp’s (atlantic) ridley sea
turtle, leatherback sea turtle, and the recently proposed endangered northeastern
beach tiger beetle; and the following threatened species: artic peregrine falcon,
piping cf)lover, dismal swamlgusoutheastcm shrew, green sea turtle, and the log-
gerhead sea turtle. The Air Force anticipates the proposed action would not
%ev?f)ardize any of the above species and is continuing discussion with the Fish and

ildlife Service’s Raleigh Field Office. There would be no construction activity in
the habitats of the shrew and tiger beetle and the long-term and instantaneous
noise levels would be less than currently experienced. e only known potential
effect on the turtles would be use of landing lights when coming across the
seashore on the MTRs. Only the loggerhead turtle has been identified a being
disoriented by lights. The aircraft would not be using landing lights in the area.
It is believed the gray and Indiana bats would be active below the altitude of the
F-15E aircraft. There is no similarity between the bat’s echo-location process and
aircraft radar. Previous studies on the red-cockaded woodpecker, artic and
american peregrine falcons, and roseate terns indicate overflight of the magnitude
proposed should not result in jeopardizing the species. The Air Force has agreed
to follow its common practice of modifying to avoid eagle nests by 500 feet
AGL and/or 1000 feet horizontal and is willing to do the same for the piping
Elovers from March to August of each year. S has agreed to provide the Air

orce information on nesting locations of eagles, storks, bats, red-cockaded
woodpeckers, and piping plovers and will review available literature on all species
as part of the Section 7 coordination process under the Endangered Species Act.
The Air Force will continue to work with the FWS to develop any necessary
mitigation for the various species.

See comment response 24 above. Also see Appendix B of this document. County
level maps for each MTR are provided in Appendix B.




26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31

32.

33.

Data is not available at this time to show which segments of the MTRs would be
flown below 500 feet. Flights will be conducted in accordance with altitude
restrictions in AP/1B. See Appendix A.

The cited text are correct. The F-15 aircraft is generally quieter than the F-4,
except when doing pattern work around the airfield. Consequently, the amount of
acreage impacted by noise at the end of the runways would shrink and the acreage
adjacent to the runways would increase if the proposed action is adopted. F-15E
operations along the MTRs and in the MOA would generally be about 6-12 decibels
less than that created by an F-4.

The Alligator River, Pea Island, Pee Dee, and Cadrolina Sandhills NWRs are under
airspace that would be used for the proposed action. Pungo NWR is adjacent to
R-5314, but due to its location probably would not be affected because the local
range regulation requires the pilots to avoid the NWR lgy SNM. Per AP/1B,
Swanquarter NWR is to be avoided by 5 NM or 8000 feet MSL. Mattamuskeet and
Cedar Island NWRs are not close enough to any of the MTRs to be affected by the
action. The Air Force requests an opportunity to consult on the proposed Roanoke
NWR to assure any management objective developed takes into consideration
on-going military flight activity in the area. See Appendix B.

The comment on potential increased use of the range is speculation; increased use
of the range is not planned at this time. The draft EIS does provide a brief
review of the magnitude of noise increase should the forecast come true. Any
additional use of the MTRs as a result of this shift of operation would represent
less than one-half a decibel increase in noise since the activity would be spread
over several MTRs. A half decibel increase in noise level would not be noticed.

The standard operating procedure published in AP/1B shows VR-073 to have a
minimum altitude of 1000 feet AGL over the outer banks where Pea Island NWR is
located. The noise levels are expected to change from the current 56 to 44 DNL.

AP/1B shows IR-721 to have a minimum altitude of 2000 feet AGL over the Pee
Dee NWR and 2500 feet AGL over the Carolina Sandhill NWR. The noise level in
the Pee Dee and Carolina Sandhill NWR are calculated to be 44 and 42 DNL,
respectively. It is expected the noise levels would be 32 DNL in the Pee Dee NWR
and about 30 DNL in the Carolina Sandhill NWR if the proposed action is adopted.

In general, the Air Force does not believe low level overflight of wildlife refuges
represents a significant conflict with the management objectives of the refuges.
There are a number of refuges where the Service has indicated their management
objectives are not affected and in some cases are enhanced by the Air Force’s
presence. We have been working with FWS in their effort to establish new
waterfow] areas adjacent to the Dare County range. While there may be some
compromising, overall we believe the two programs can coexist without major
impacts. Also see comment responses 28, 30, and 31 above.

See comment response 28, 30, 31, and 32 above. In regard to the Pamlico and
Pungo rivers and the Sound, the Air Force does not believe mission objectives
could be met if the area was avoided. We are willing to work with the S to
find mutually acceptable ways to minimize potential impacts to resource lands.
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34.

35.
36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

While this is a common feeling shared by many people doing wildlife conservation
work, we have not found or been shown persuasive data supporting the position
that low level operations have caused a decline in species populations.

See comment responses to comments 32, 33, and 34 above.

Frequency spectrums of the F-15E are provided in Appendix C of this document.
It is pointed out that it is not only the amount of energy at a particular fre-
uency, but time of duration must be evaluated to determine relative impacts.
gh’gh noise levels may be disruptive for a short duration, causing flushing and
cowering type responses in some individuals of a given species, but the noise levels
should not be sustained for enough time to cause hearing damage.

The commenter is correct that there is no data to support the conclusion that
there has not been at least some limited animal effects. However, the Air Force
has not found or been shown data to support the view that there has been an
effect resulting in noticeable wildlife losses. We have been operating jets for a
number of years at bases and ranges near waterfowl habitat, and we continue to
develop new land management techniques to minimize bird strikes. While no
surveys have been conducted to determine carrying capacity for these areas, they
contain a variety of waterfowl.

The Air Force 1s interested in protecting the waterfowl of eastern North Carolina
and is willing to participate in studies with the Department of the Interior that
will lead to a better understanding of the interrelationship of habitat use and
anthropogenic induced stresses. This is one of the issues raised by the Air Force
concerning FWS’s recent proposal to create new waterfowl habitat adjacent to the
Dare Coun% range. This should also be a subject of discussion for the proposed
Roanoke

See comment response 24 above. The Air Force does not believe any of the en-
dangered species would be adversely affected by the proposed action. The action
represents a minor increase in operations in areas that have been used for this
type of flight operations for a number of years.

The wavelength and exposure duration of the radar is 0.7 inches and 0.06 seconds,
respectively. The footprint and frequency are classified data and cannot be
released; however, the latter is within the Ku band (i.e., 16GHz region). The radar
ower level is less than 10 milliwatts/cm-squared at a distance greater than 50
eet from the aircraft. Since wildlife cannot fly at the speed of the aircraft, they
would not be able to stay within 50 feet of the plane long enough to receive a
damagin% exposure. Consequently, this subject was deleted during the scoping
process for the EIS.

The commenter misread the sentence describing the laser beam width. The
sentence says the beam width can vary up to a maximum of 75 feet wide. In 1984,
the base Bioenvironmental Engineer designated a 2000 feet hazard zone around
laser targets on the range. e hazard zone contains the direct beam plus a
buffer zone around the beam. All laser targets are more than 2000 feet from the
range boundarg. Effects of the laser on wildlife are believed to be similar to that
discussed in the draft EIS for people. Based on previous use of lasers (with
similar characteristics) on the range, we believe the LANTIRN system can be
deployed without any adverse effects to wildlife.




42. See comment response 9 above.

43.

The Air Force believes this is a valid comment, but one without a short term
answer. Useful data for addressing this issue are sparse. Most studies of impacts
to wildlife from aircraft and loud noises have not been performed to evaluate the
cumulative impact of a sequence of noises. In addition, specific reactions to
sounds can vary according to the species involved and the environmental situation
in which the impacts occur (Bell, 1972). Newman and Beattie (1985) agree with
this opinion. They state that "a significant amount of research has been conducted
on the reactions of animals to noise,” but that it has been "difficult to draw any
eneral conclusions on the subject because there is much variability in response
%oth between and within species.”

Several studies, however, have been made under worst case conditions which would
be equal to or greater than the MTRs discussed in this EIS. These studies indicate
that some wildlife species apflfaarently live in areas where there are nearly constant
loud noises without being affected by the sound. Rats live in subways, mice in
milling plants, and crows, pigeons, starlings and gulls live close to airfields. Some
studies also indicate that not only passerine birds and rodents but also large
mammals, such as deer and a number of lar%e birds including raptors and vultures,
have healthy populations near airfields. llis (1981) found that responses of
nesting Peregrine Falcons and other raptors to extremely frequent and nearby jet
aircraft were often minimal, seldom significant, and never associated with repro-
ductive failure. He noted that while the birds observed for this study were often
noticeably alarmed by the subject stimuli, the negative responses were brief and
never productivity limiting. Thiessen and Shaw (1957a,b) even attempted to repel
ducks from a Canadian airport by using a very loud siren, without success.

Other studies show a definite avoidance or panic in response to aircraft and/or
aircraft noise. Reports describe caribou walking or running away from both fixed-
and rotating-wing aircraft, the stampeding of sheep, the fast trotting, scattering
and panic of wolves in the presence of a helicopter, the flushing of snow geese,
and the decrease of egg production of bald eagles (Ruth, 1976; Salter and Davis,
1972). A working group of the Acoustic Society of America (1980) reported
Common Eiders, Lesser Snow Geese, and Oldsquaws were very sensitive to low
flying aircraft and helicopters. The group noted that strange reactions were
elicited in flightless sea ducks during Iow level flights. These studies seem to
contradict reports which indicate that wildlife can be unaffected by this type of
noise. :

The fact that some species and populations can adapt to aircraft and aircraft
noises is due to the fact that these groups have become habituated to the noise
and visual stimuli. They have, in fact, learned to live in this highly artificial
environment. On the other hand, other species and populations seek to avoid
these types of stimuli. They either have an inability to tolerate the noise and
visual stimuli or for some reason have not become habituated to the stimuli. This
situation is complicated further by the fact that reactions in animals not only vary
between and within species, and at different stages of life, but also vary con-
siderably with the seasons, ecological niches, animal population density, social
activities, the nature of the sound, and any associated visual stimuli.
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The majority of studies tend to indicate that most animals will become habituated
to loud noises and visual stimuli if subjected to those stimuli for a sufficient
length of time with no unpleasant experiences associated with those stimuli.
However, because of the already mentioned uncertainties related to the habituation
of species to these stimuli, no precise Erediction of the response of wildlife from
flights of F-15Es on the indicated s can be made at the present time. We
believe the limited changes in operations do not represent a change beyond the
operational fluctuations experienced in the past. If noise is a stressor for wildlife
then the Potential is much greater at our bases than what would be experienced on
the MTR’s and ranges. (It should be noted that the noise levels on the MTRs are
expected to be reduced under the proposed action.) It is also pointed out that we
continue to manage our airfields in a manner to discourage waterfowl, wildlife, and
other animals. Similar experiences are true for our ranges. The Air Force would
be pleased to discuss the possibility for assisting on any U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) funded sensitivity type studies for the proposed waterfowl habitat
near the Dare County range and the proposed Roanoke NWR.
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Seymour Johnson AFB has adequate methods for receiving public complaints. There
are numerous telephone lines to the base. Public affairs can be called through the
base operator, or can be reached directly at (919) 736-5411. A news release is
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45.

46.

47.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

issued annually which informs the public how to contact the base for inquiries or
complaints.

Civil pilots often request clearance from the Navy’s "Giant Killer" air traffic
controllers at NAS Oceana for transit through R-5314; however, Giant Killer is
neither the controlling agency nor the using agency for R-5314. The Charlotte
sectional chart shows Giant Killer controlling other restricted areas adjacent to
R-5314. It appears the Igublic is misled by the depiction of Giant Killer's VHF
frequency charted near R-5314; however, further subdividing R-5314 is inappro-
riate. e Air Force has requested Giant Killer to emphasize to civil pilots that
-5314 is not a Navy restricted area and that Giant Killer cannot clear traffic
through.

Comment noted. Current and projected 4TFW aircraft o%erating in Dare County
range ingress/egress the ran% under Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) with radar
control or along published . Projected increases in operations reflect in-
creased operating hours, vice more intensive operations, and should not have a
negative impact on established procedures. The F-15E conversion was announced
well in advance to permit an ample opportunity for planning. It is not anticipated
that IFR service would be substantially changed by the F-1SE.

Yes, a hearing provides the public an opportunity to participate in the decision
process. Public input helps assure that the decisionmaker understands the full
effect- of the action.

The draft EIS is structured so that the effects at the base, range, and MTRs are
discussed under a given environmental topic.

Comment noted. The Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps are working with local
officials and individuals in eastern North Carolina to evaluate current operations.
This is a part of the Air Force’s on-going community relations program and is
beyond the scope of this environmental analysis other than to indicate that the
standing policy will continue if the proposed action is adopted.

The third sentence of paragraph 3 on page 2.1-1 has been modified to indicate that
afterburner use would be limited and primarily used during the summer months.
See the errata section of this EIS.

Comment noted. The draft EIS discussed effects at the base, range, and MTRs.

Turbulence (in terms of overpressure [pounds per square feet)) is discussed on page
4.8-1 of the draft EIS. P [po i D pag

Comment noted. The Air Force’s review of general literature on noise indicates
there is a degree of habituation to noise.

Fli%ht restriction for the MTRs were omitted from the draft but have been
included in this document; see Appendix A.

Comment noted. The subject has been included in the summary of this document.
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56.

57.

38.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

The sixth line of the first paragraph of section 2.1 should have indicated the
F-15A/B/C/D mission mix is 80 percent air-to-air and 20 percent air-to-ground.

The Air Force appreciates assistance in finding tyEographic errors; we apologize if
they cause difficulty in understanding the draft EIS. See the errata section of
this EIS.

The primary routes that would be used have been included in the draft EIS. It is
ossible that some of the other routes may be used, but their use would be limited.
Seymour Johnson AFB desires to concentrate LANTIRN sorties on any route not
assessed in this EIS, appropriate analysis will have to be conducted before the
route is used.

The Air Force prefers to conduct night flights; however, limitations of the quiet
hour at the base and reduced nighttime hours during the summer make it difficult
to meet all of the training requirements. A VRD would allow about 50 percent of
the nightime sortie requirement to be flown during the day.

Comment noted. We do not believe that a percentage column is necessary for the
understanding or evaluation of the proposed action.

While it would be nice to identify where each and every sortie would go and what
type of operations would be conducted during the sortie, this detailed level of
information is not available because the program is still in the planning stage. We
have predicted flight operations to the maximum level possible for the time. The
increased sorties on -1046 are not destined for BT-9, BT-11 or the Warning
Area offshore, but this is not to say a limited number of the sorties will not go to
these areas.

There is no anticipated requirement to change charted times of use for the MTRs
or R-5314. Current airspace time designations are expected to meet 4TFW
requirements. The 4TFW has determined that the airspaces are charted enough

into the night to meet requirements.

W-122 is the primwrea for 4TFW supersonic operations. They are restricted to
no closer than 15 from land. W-7g has an ﬁr Combat Maneuvering Instru-
mented range where supersonic operations can be conducted. The Air Force has
completed the NEPA analysis for the Echo MOA; however, no action has occurred
on restructuring the airspace due to FAA’s efforts to help establish a commercial
hub from the Raleigh-Durham airport.

The Air Force apologizes for not being able to provide graphics that contain all
sites that would be of interest to all individuals. The questioned restricted
airspaces are not a primary factor related to the F-15E beddown and consequently

have not been included so that attention, as intended, could be placed on the low
level MTRs.

When considering aircraft noise, a common goal is describing the noise of a single
event, as well as considering the cumulative dose. As the commentor noted the
Air Force has provided information to describe both factors. The A-weighted noise
data describes instantaneous noise levels and the Day-Night Level (DNL) describes
the averaged level from all events occurring during a 24-hour period. The Air
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67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

Force places a high level of emphasis on the DNL noise metric because it is a
widely accepted and %referred “yardstick" for comparing forecasted effects to noise
criteria adopted by EPA, HUD, and FAA. EPA also indicates that noise produces
the same general type of effects on animals as it does on humans and, until more
information exists, judgement of environmental impact must be based on existing
information. The most simple approach is to assume that animals will be at least

artially protected by application of maximum levels identified for human exposure
?EPA, 55019-74-004, March 1974). Additional peak noise data for single overflights
are provided in Table 3.2-2 of this document. In addition, see Section 3.2 of the
Draft EIS.

While the noise metrics used in the EIS may have some drawbacks, they are the
best "yardsticks" available and their use for describing effects from these types of
operations has long been accepted by the scientific community. The hush house
program began at Seymour Johnson AFB in 1987. It is effective in reducing local
noise levels in the area of the run up operations; however, it does not significantly
affect the overall noise contours since they are in principal dictated by landings,
takeoffs, and overhead patterns. The hush house program is not related to the
proposed aircraft beddown and, thus, was not raised as a factor for mitigating the
potential noise effects.

There would be no change in types of ordnance used on the Dare County range as
a result of the proposed action. The environmental assessment prepared for the
purchase of the land in 1976 addressed types of ordnance used on the range. That
document resulted in a finding of no significant impact and thus, the subject of
ordnance was screened-out during the scoping process for the EIS. The Air Force
is complying with federal and state environmental regulations at the Dare County

‘range.

The general public cannot use the Dare County range when it is open for aircraft
operations, thus the restrictive nature does help prevent public exposure to the
noise generated on the range. R-5314 has been considered synonymously with the
Dare County range and a 16 percent increase in use was addressed; this represents
less than one half of a decibel change in the noise environment.

Comment noted. The Air Force does not agree that population trends should be a
criteria in determining the suitability of the F-1SE beddown. The existence or
continued use of the Dare County range is not part of the proposed action.

The biological environment is covered in section 3.4 of the draft EIS. At the
present time, wildlife resources are considered to be minimally impacted from this
project. Therefore, no discussion of the impacts to the economics of wildlife
resources is included in “"is section.

One hundred feet is the lowest altitude proposed for flight operations (except for
takeoffs and landings) over private and public lands. us, there is no need for
noise data at the 50 foot altitude. Table 3.2-2 has been modified to provide data

on approach and takeoff powers for the various altitudes. See the errata section
of this EIS.

According to the North Carolina Administrative Code, Title 15, Chapter 2, waters
such as the Neuse River which have been designated "Nutrient Sensitive" require
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73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.
80.

81.

82.

83.

limitations on nutrient input, particularly with respect to nitrogen and Iglhosphorus.
The proposed action will not affect nutrient discharge to the Neuse River.

Flow controls and water levels on the Dare County range complexes are operated
and maintained by the North Carolina Forest Service in accordance with its
existing fire suppression contract with the Air Force. Forest Service responsi-
bilities include both fire prevention and suppression. They fulfill these responsi-
bilities by controlling water levels and flow with pumps and flood water gates, and
through canal construction and maintenance. We see no change to formal i%ree-
ments or the informal working relationship between the Air Force and the North
Carolina Forest Service resulting from F-15E operations on the Dare County range.

This comment apparently refers to section 3.3.6 on Page 3.3-7. Additional informa-
tion on the location of "Special Use Areas" and "Sensitive Areas" is provided in
Appendix B.

The U.S. Air Force recognizes the importance of state owned and managed lands.
Additional information on the location of such lands in the project area is provided
in Appendix B.

Comment noted. Text on page 3.3-7 has been changed to reflect that Cliffs of the

Neuse State Park provides some unique geological features. See the errata section
of this EIS.

The correct reference is to Figure 3.0-2. See errata (Chapter 5). Additional
information on the location of "wildlife management and recreation areas" is
provided in Appendix B.

The Air Force believes that the overall effects near the Dare County range will be
negligible should the proposed action be adopted. Consequently, the analysis
provided discussion commensurate with the perceived impacts. We believe shifting
some of the operations to the evening hours would lessen the effects on most of
the recreation and commercial activities in the area of the range since the bulk of
them are daytime activities. We believe the analysis is adequate, and that it is of
sufficient detail that a reasoned decision can be made concerning the proposed
aircraft beddown.

See comment 78 above.

The other "sense" related attributes have been covered in their respective section
of the draft EIS (see sections of the draft EIS that dealt with noise and air
quality).

No. Surge operations are of an infrequent nature and projecting effects of the
beddown based on those conditions would represent an overestimation of the
effects.

See comment response 81 above.

We believe we have adequately addressed the effects of operations on and near the
Dare County range. The R-5314 airspace is considered a part of the range for this
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89.

91.

93.

94,

anaulysis and was not overlooked. As pointed out in the draft EIS, the noise level
would not materially change as a result of the proposed aircraft beddown.

See comment responses 65 and 66 above.
See comment responses 13 and 54 above.
See comment responses 68 and 83 above.

Review of historical data shows no monthly or seasonal fluctuation in the usage of
the Air Force portion of the Dare County range and minimal weekend use. During
the period from July 1, 1987 to June 30, 1988, the range was used only 3 weekend
days (May 14 and 15 and November 7). While introduction of the F-15E may result
in an overall increase in range usage, that increase should be consistent through-
out the year. We see no increased weekend usage.

Comment noted. The follow-on comments in the referenced paragraph put proper
context to the issue by noting that the increase is minor and is well within the
base’s capability to manage. Additionally, the waste minimization program would
be expected to reduce the quantity of hazardous waste generated at the base.

The Dare County range is susceptible to range fires from four major
sources--aircraft and its related armament, ground support equipment (vehicles,
enerators, IR targets, and etc.), lighting strikes, and the human factor (arson,
unters, and etc.). Of these potential sources, the only one that would change as
a result of the proposed beddown would be ground support equipment (generators
for IR Itgrgets). indicated by the comment, this subject was covered in the
draft EIS.

See comment response 37 above.
Comment noted. Also see comment response 34 above.
See comment responses 32, 37, and 38 above.

See comment response 26 above. The Air Force is willing to discuss operations
over State resource lands to determine if flight restrictions are needed and will,
where possible and commensurate with mission requirements, add these restriction
to the AP/1B document.

Concern agpears to stem from an interpretation of the draft EIS conclusion that
there will be "higher probability of an accident on the range complex" to refer to
mid-air collision potential with firefighting or other emergency aircraft. In fact,
the draft EIS is referring to increased potential for fighter aircraft collision with
the ground. Mitigative measures for mid-air collision potential do not rely only on
application of the "see and avoid" rule but also, and primarily, on separation of

ilitary and civil operations over the range. The fire suppression contract
between the Air Force and the North Carolina Forest Service precludes the use of
military aircraft on the range when state aircraft are r:?tmred for firefighting
purposes and additionally, permits the use of state aircraft to patrol restricted
airspace when deemed essential for the prevention of forest fires. Emergency
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96.
97.
98.

98a.

99.

100.

101.

102.

103.

104.
105.

aircraft may operate in the range airspace through coordination with range control
and/or Washington ARTCC.

See comment responses 65 and 66 above. The Air Force concludes that affects on
the recreational activity in the Cape Lookout and Cape Hatteras National Seashores
would be of a magnitude where the economics of the area would not be noticeably
affected.

See comment response 9 above.
Comment noted.

See comment response 83 above. Additionally, paragraph 4.2.2 on page 4.2-8 of the
draft EIS discussed that the 16 percent increase represents about one half of a
decibel increase in noise for the area.

Comment noted. The predicted level of noise impact should be little different from
current exposure levels (i.e., an increase of no more than one-half decibel).

The draft EIS provided the number and timing of the sorties for the MTRs, see
Tables 2.1-2 and 2.1-3. Also see comment response 20 above.

AP/1B indicates a minimum altitude of 1000 feet AGL in the area of Hammocks
Beach State Park. The park appears to be on the edge of the MTR. Goose Creek
State Park is 3 NM outside the western boundary of the closest MTR (VR-1046)
and should not be noticeably affected by the proposed action. Additional informa-
tion on the location of state parks in relation to the MTRs is provided in
Appendix B.

Additional information on the location of state parks in relationship to the MTR’s
is provided in Appendix B. With respect to impacts, in order to make a noticeable
change in the level of effects due to the current as well as the potential impacts
of the proposed action, the airspace or number of aircraft operations would have
to be changed. This would significantly affect the quality of training provided in
the area, which would have a direct impact on the wartime readiness of the 4TFW.

We dcf)f not believe the current or projected impacts warrant making such a
tradeoff.

Training requirements for the F-15E are forecasted to change from the current
F-4E mix of approximately 60 percent air-to-ground and 40 percent air-to-air to a
mix of 80 and 20 percent, respectively. Also see comment response 61 above.

The Air Force has proposed no additional or revised airspace to accommodate the
proposed aircraft beddown.

See comment response 102 above.

The Air Force anticipates no 1equirement to revise the existing fire suppression
contract with the North Carolina Forest Service as a result of the proposed
aircraft beddown.
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106.

107.

108.

109.

110.

111.

112.

113.

The Air Force agrees that fire potential should be included in the table (see
Section 5.0, Errata). We do not believe airspace is an impacted resource and thus
have not added it to the table.

Comment noted; paragraph 4.5.3 of the draft EIS discussed procedures relating to
“"see and avoid" and "notice to airmen." Additionally, the 4TFW regulations provide
expanded guidance of forest fire avoidance, and when notified of firefighting
operation, the fighter squadrons are immediately directed to avoid the area by
specified altitudes and/or distances.

See comment response 107 above. If there is an infraction to the avoidance
guidance, the 4 public affairs officer should be notified so prompt action can
be taken.

We agree that safety is of the utmost importance and if we work together, there
should be no reason that both programs cannot be conducted safely.

Comment noted. The Air Force believes there is adequate documentation in the
draft EIS to make an informed decision on the proposed aircraft beddown. We do
not believe there is adequate justification for preparing an EIS for each MTR. It
must be understood that the beddown does not require any modification to the
altitude structure or time of use for any of the (}‘/ITRS; operations would be
conducted within the existing parameters for the airspace. Therefore, the alterna-
tives-relates to the beddown and not the airspace. Also see comment response 20
above.

See comment response 22 above. The Air Force considers all overflown land as
special and believe military operations are compatible with most wildlife manage-
ment objectives. The Air Force is willing to consult with the state on resource
management objectives and, commensurate with mission requirements, will work to
maintain environmental conditions that are conducive for wildlife habitat.

The Air Force appreciates this comment, but it must be remembered that the
affected areas have had nighttime flights in the past. It is true that under the
proposed action there may be minor effects and that there may be individual
animals lost due to predators, but these losses are considered limited and would
not change the ecological balance of the area nor result in a species permanently
leaving the area. .

No baseline studies on wildlife species exist for the area which has been subjected
to high noise levels in the past. Therefore, it is true that no precise conclusions
can be drawn as to the impact from aircraft flying over the area. However, it is
noted that the Air Force has not found or been shown data indicating that a
dramatic decrease in any wildlife species has occurred in this area due to the
introduction of aircraft noise. For additional comments relative to aircraft impacts
during the nighttime, see comment response 20.

We believe the effects described in the EIS are sufficient for animals as well as
humans. Section 3.6 of the draft EIS discusses laser footprints for lasers similar
to the LANTIRN laser and indicates the width can be up to 75 feet wide. If the
operational mode of the LANTIRN laser is used on the range, then this discussion
is applicable. If the training mode is used, there would be no hazard zone unless
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116.
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118.
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121.
122,

an individual was within the beam and viewed the aircraft with an optical device
with a magnification power greater than 40X. Also see comment response 41
above.

The commenter is directed to paragraph 4.5.3 of the draft EIS. F-15E niﬁht
operations will be conducted totally under either Instrument Flight Rules (IFR),
enerally under radar control, within restricted or special use airspace, or along
ﬁ'lTRs in accordance with established and published procedures. e operations
would be conducted early in the evening with landings prior to 2230. Under these
conditions, we foresee minimal conflict with North Carolina Wildlife Commission
nighttime flight operations.

See comment response 9 above.
See comment response 19 above.

See comment response 38 above. The Air Force is willing to work with the state
in the same relationship.

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), paragraﬁlllaw CFR 1506.6, requires
agencies to make efforts to involve the Fublic in their NEPA procedures, provide
public notice concerning availability of EISs and meetings, and hold Xublic hearings
whenever appropriate. The Air Force believes it has met all NEPA requirements
for public involvement. We announced the intent to prepare an FIS in November
1987, held a scoping meeting in December 1987, and conducted a public hearing in
April 1988. ews media releases were made for each of the above steps.
Goldsboro, NC was selected as the location for the scoping meeting and the public
hearing because this area would be the most adversely impacted by the action.
There was direct contact with the Commission during the public comment period
(one week prior to the hearing), and their comments on the EIS were received
before the close of the public comment period (May 2, 1988). Although the
Commission chose not to be represented at the tpublic hearing, at their request,
part of the Air Force’s briefing addressed some of their concerns. With this level
of coordination, the Air Force believes it has made adequate opportunity for the
Commission to participate in the NEPA process for this EIS.

See comment response 118 above. A person does not have to attend a public
hearing in order to participate in the NEPA process. Written comments before
close of the comment period assures the concerns will be considered. We believe
the 45 day public comment period allowed ample time for interested agencies and
individuals to comment on the draft EIS.

Consideration of these ranges was deleted in the scoping process for the EIS.
Their use is limited and level of continued use would not materially change. This
decision is well within the guidelines of NEPA, because it directs agencies to focus
on real environmental issues rather than those that are unimportant.

See comment response 9 above.
After review of the final document and discussion with the primary authors, we

conclude that the cited USFWS report is consistent with the draft EIS. The report
was unable to reach a conclusion regarding impacts of noise on wildlife. It shows
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123.

124.
125.

126.

127.

128,

129.

130.

131.

findings ranging from minor to severe, but concluded that there was a lack of
sufficient in.f%l:mation on the topic. Likewise, the Fallon report cites instances of
negative responses but does not af)rese:nt the data as conclusive for the species and
also stated a need for additional study.

In respect to use of the DNL noise metric, please see comment response 65 and 66
above.

See comment response 40 above.

The Air Force does not agree that the laser discussion glosses over the potential
danger of lasers. Information provided in section 3.6 of the draft EIS is based on
expert opinion and Erovides discussion on the size of the footprints for lasers
similar to the operational mode laser. If the training mode is used on
the range, there would be no hazard area unless an individual was within the beam
and viewed the aircraft with an optical device with a magnification power greater
than 40X.

If a VRD is developed and issued for use, it could be deployed in one of two
possible ways: (1) X chase aircraft could spot for the aircraft using the VRD, or
(2) the weapon systems officer (WSO) could act as the safety observer. It is
emphasized that the pilot’s vision is not totally restricted by the VRD. He would
be able to see forward of the aircraft by looking 1:hrougll_'|h the heads up display
(HUD); o% peripheral vision would be obstructed. us, we do not believe
use of the would significantly affect general or commercial aviation.

See comment response 110 above. We do not believe MTRs are dangerous or have
a devastating effect on people; rather, MTRs enhance safety by charting military
activity for public knowledge.

The EIS does not propose to change R-5314 or its associated MTRs. Currently,
MTRs do transit under the 1000 foot shelf in R-5314] for high speed access.
These MTRs do not restrict airspace access under the shelf and do not constitute
a "range" in itself. Airsgace l-processing is not done by "de facto means," but by
specific criteria contained in FAA Handbook 7610.4 and 7400.2.

Compensation for avigation easements are awarded by the courts if overflights and
noise are so severe as to amount to a "taking” of an interest in the property. The
interest taken is usually in the form of an easement, and the flights must be
frequent, directly over the affected property, and below 500 feet. The Air Force
does not believe the projected overflight frequency or associated noise levels would
constitute a taking.

Comment noted. The referenced section does not imply that supersonic operations
should be conducted over land. A portion of the F-4 as well as the F-15E training
program requires supersonic flight. This training is and would continue to be
conducted in currently approved airspace which is offshore by more than 15 NM.

Tactical air exercises are periodic exercises conducted by the 4TFW or other
agencies to evaluate the unit’s warfighting capability under simulated wartime
conditions. The Wing will commonly ﬂy at higher than normal rates to test its
ability to generate sorties and employ "high threat” tactics to test its ability to
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132.

133.

134.
135.

136.

137.

accomplish the mission and survive. The scenario may involve multiple types of
aircraft operating simultaneously in the range airspace, including Navy Dare, to
accomplish coordinated attacks. The 4TFW conducts these exercises approximately
quarterly for a period of 2 to 3 days in order to maintain the Wing’s high level of
combat readiness. However, even though these exercises are conducted under as
realistic as possible conditions, normal training ordnance is employed on the
standard targets and all aircraft operate in accordance with standard range
procedures and restrictions. Consequently, environmental effects are not that
noticeable from normal day-to-day operation. These types of operations have been
considered in this EIS.

Economic factors have been considered for the MTRs, and it is the Air Force’s
gginion that the proposed action would not result in lower property values or

ect the waterfowl habitat to a point where there would be an economic impact
to the area. Please see section 4.7 of the draft EIS.

See comment responses 9 and 18 above. There will not be any increased Air Force

use of the Palmetto Target in the Albemarle Sound. This is a Navy facility which

the Air Force uses only infrequently, and there is nothing in the Air Force’s

%loposal to put F-15Es at Seymour Johnson AFB which would alter our use of it.
at is why the EIS does not discuss it.

Comment noted. See comment response 9 above.

The -North Carolina Coastal Area Management Act requires every person before
undertaking any development in any area of environmental concern to obtain (in
addition to any other required state or local permit) a permit pursuant to the Act.
Development is defined by the Act as:

any activity in a clearly designated area of environmental concern...
involving, requiring, or consisting of the construction or enlargement of
a structure; excavation; dredging, filling, dumping, removal of clay, silt,
sand, gravel or minerals; bulkheading; driving of pilings; clearings or
alteration of land as an adjunct of construction; alteration or removal of
sand dunes; alteration of the shore, bank, or bottom of the Atlantic
Ocean or any sound, bay, river, creek, stream, lake or canal.

Because the proposed action does not involve any of the above activities, the Air
Force believes that its proposed action is consistent with the N.C. Coastal Area
Management Act. If this 1s the case, then the action is also consistent with the
Federal Coastal Zone Management Act, as it requires compliance (to the extent
practicable) with state law.

The Air Force understands the concern expressed in this comment. The town of
Kill Devil Hills should not be overflown as a result of this action.

See comment responses 118 and 119.
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5.0 ERRATA AND REVISIONS

p. xiii, 6th paragraph, line 1: Change 34 to 14 percent.
p. 2.1-1, 1st paragraph, line 6: Change "80% air-to-ground" to "80% air-to-air."
p- 2.2-1, 2nd paragraph, line 1: Change Table 2.0-1 to Table 2.1-1.

p- 2.1-1, 3rd paragraph, 3rd sentence: Change to read; "Afterburner use would
normally be limited, but may be required during the summer months due to the ..."

. 2.1-1, 5th paragraph, Sth and 6th lines: Change Table 2.0-3 and Table 2.0-2 to
able 2.1-2. ‘

2.1-1, 5th paragraph, line 7: Change schedule to scheduler.

2.1-2, 1st paragraph, 8th line: Change 34% to 14%.

2.1-2, 1st paragraph, 9th line: Change Table 2.0-3 to Table 2.1-3.

2.1-2, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line: Change 14 to 10.

2.1:2, 6th paragraph, 3rd line: Change 67 to 60.

2.1-5, Table 2.1-3, Proposed Action Column: Change 36 to 32 and 14 to 10.
2.1-6, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line: Change Table 2.0-3 to Table 2.1-3.

p. 2.4-2, Table 2.4-1, Impact Area, No Action Alternative, and Proposed Action
columns: Insert "Fire Potential", 0, and 0, respcctively.

p. 3.0-3, Figure 3.0-2, VR-096 and VR-1043. Routes were drawn begond legs
specified in AP1B extracts for MTRs. See revised maps in Appendix B.

T v PP B Y P

p. 3.2-5, Figure 3.2-3: See revised Figure in this section.

p. 3.2-14, Table 3.2-2: See revised Table in this section.

p. 3.3-7, 1st paragraph of section 3.3.5: Delete "or around." Add following
sentence: Cliffs of the Neuse State Park does provide some unique geological
features.

p. 3.4-12, 3rd paragraph, last line: Change Figure 3.0-1 to 3.0-2.

p. 4.2-2, Figure 4.2-1: See revised Figure in this section.

p. 4.2-4, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line: Change 38 to 14.

p. 4.2-4, 4th paragraph, line 6: Delete the word "slight".

p. 4.2-4, 6th paragraph, line 2: Insert "VR-1046" after "VR-1753".
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23. p. 4.2-5, Table 4.2-2. See revised Table in this section.
24. p. 4.2-8, paragraph 5, line 3: Delete the word “slight".
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TABLE 3.2-2
A-WEIGHTED PEAK NOISE LEVEL [dB(A)]

_ F-4 _— F-15
Altitude-Ft A/B Takeoff Cruise Approach A/B Takeoff Cruise Approach
100 140 134 116 116 136 120 100 96
300 129 124 109 109 131 116 93 93
500 123 118 105 104 124 112 89 88
1000 114 110 98 97 114 104 82 82
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TABLE 4.2-2

COMPARISON OF NOISE LEVELS FOR SEYMOUR JOHNSON MTRsl

MTR Minimum3  Estimated Estimated Base Case*  Proposed?

Altitude  Annual Sorties Annual Sorties DNL Action DNL
(ft.) Base Case  Proposed Action (F-4s) (F-15s)
VR-073 100 2928 3278 62 54
VR-1074 100 4310 4890 63 56
IR-012 500 372 446 51 41
VR-058 100 276 314 51 44
IR-721 300 576 656 54 44
VR-096 500 564 639 53 43
VR-1752 SFC 1502 1682 57 51
VR-1753 500 2434 2772 61 49
VR-1043 200 868 988 56 49
VR-1046 200 1389 1667 58 50
NOTE:

1
2

20 percent - minimum MTR altitude
30 percent - 300 ft. AGL
50 percent - 500 ft. AGL

20 percent - 300 ft. AGL
70 percent - 500 ft. AGL

100 percent - 1000 ft. AGL

Based on sorties broken down into following altitude mix:

Minimum altitudes are based on the altitudes charted by the FAA.

Based on sorties broken down into the followin: altitude mix:

Except for MTRs where floor is 500 feet, in which case
90 percent - 500 ft. AGL

100 percent - 1000 ft. AGL

5-6

Based on 25% of average daily sorties flying over the exact same spot.




APPENDIX A
AP/1B EXTRACTS FOR MTRs
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4} Alternate Exit &, C or O

{5 Usann shall ovoid cve-flight of chemica! piart ¢
ET5C 50°W ong the Choztow Nanoac wedite Retuge,
88°10'00° W

{6} Flight beyond D is not outhorized uness the Desoto MOA is scheduled
for your flight.

(7) Route leg C to E is congruent with VR-179 and opposite direction C to
D. Use of this leg requires coordingtion with the 159TH TFG, AV
363-3377.

{8) CAUTION: Betweer A and C route crosses conflic’s with VR-1020,
VR-1021, VR~-1022, VR-1030, VR-103i, VR-1033 and VR-1083. Be-
tween C and E route crosses/conflicts with VR-1021, VR-1024 ond
VR-1083. See and avoid applies.

ALNION
I8 DO°N

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
BHM, CEW, DHN, JAN, MCB, MEi, MGM, MO8, PNS, TCL

VR-073

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 4TFW/DOTA, Seymour Johason AFB, NC
27531-50C4 AUTCVON 485-6351.

STHESULING ACTIVITY: <tPw DOV, Seymour Johnsor AFB, NC
275335004 AUTOVON 488-65654561; ofter duty hrs and weekenas,
call 4TFW/DOC AUTOVON 488—6601/6602.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.

ROUTL: DESCRIPTION:

Altituds Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
O1AGLB 15AGLor A LVL228/20 36°34.0'N 78°10.0'W
O1AGLB 15AGLI0 B LVL197/16 36'33.0'N 77°57.5'W
OV AGLS IS AGLY C OV 96/2% SSNON T727.0°W
0V AGLB 15AGLIe D CVI247/23 36°10.0'N 77"17.0'W
01 AGLB I15AGLte E CVI190/2) 36°D1.0°N 76°53.0W
0YAGLB 15 AGLte F CVi156/42 35°47.0'N 76°24.0'W
10AGLB 15AGLe G NKT 032/32 35°23.0'N 76°35.0'W
01 AGLB 95 MSLe H 1SO 098/64 3I5M18.0°N 76M16.0'W
01 AGLB 95 MSL1o | 1SO 098/84 3517.0'N 75°51.0'W
OV AGLB 15AGLI J 1SO 093,105 35°24.0'N 75"25.0'w
01 AGLBIS5AGLIO K CVI131/84 35°38.0'N 75°25.0'W
0 AGLB 15AGLI0 L CVI137/68 35°40.5'N 75°46.0W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING QPERATIONS: Authorized for entire

route

ROUTE WIDTH ~ 5 Nm either side of centerline A to G; 2 NM left
and one—holf NM right of centerline G tc M, 5 NM either side of centeriine
Htol

Spusial Operating Procedures:

{1} Transit R-5314J below 1000' AGL uniess scheduled for Dare Co. opero-
tions and cleared by the Range Controi Officer. Do not enter R~5313 uniess
scheduied. Do not enter R-5306A unless scheduled for 8T 9/11 ond
cleared by Cherry Point APCH CTL (248.7).

(2} Avoid towns and populared areos by 1 NM or overfly 1000’ AGL: avoid
airports by 3 NN. or overfly 1500° AGL Over spanely popuioted areas.
airzrait may not be opersted closer than 500° to any person, vessel!, vehi-
Cle Of sfructure.

3] Avoid Mortcmuskeet, Punge and Swanquarter Nationc! Widlife Ref-
uges by 5 NM or overfly above BOOO' MSL as parmitted by route structure.
(4) Minimum aititude 1000° AGL over ovter bonks.

A-2

I A IR foore ezzposzaloziciidl Lo

sensihve 3re0).

(& Te—in FOL New Ber ‘255 4

{71 Alrerngte Entm komn & C B GG N

{8) Alternare Exit Ponns F, G, ¢, J.

") CAUTION:

{a) C=D, ovoid towns of Sechoard, Jocksor ond Ricy Square. 250 Tower
at 36°25.0°'N 77°26.0°W.

{b) D€, avoid towns of Lewiston and Windsor.

(e} E=F, 412 AG. Towes, charted, no lights. strpe: 3¢ 38°TEI'N
76°45.9°'W; 200 Tower 01 36™DC.0O N 75°42.C W ovoie tow= cf Rape- ¥
entering R-5314, avoid town of Gumnecr by 150C or 1.5 Nm. exercise
coution for aircratt flying approoches into Edenton Airpon

{d} F=G, minimum aitirude for this leg is 1000 AGL.

{e) H=3, do not enter Pamlico B MOA uniess scheduled iapove BOOC MSL.
{h KL, 350" AGL and 210" AGL Towens locoted 35°41.0'N 75729.2'W.
(g} Bird octivity all legs.

(h) Numerous low levels cross and join this route.

{10} Users must make the 10 minute entry block times or rescheduie.

FSS's Within 100 NM Racius:
CRE, ECG, EWN Ph#, KTU P 53V

VR-CE5
ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 363 Trw ©C oA
AUTOVON 965-2250.

, Chaw AFB 7 TTED

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 363 TFW/DOC {advance Scme Doy,
Show AF8, SC 29152 AUTOVON 945-30563, after hours $65-3239.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

ARtitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
As assigned to A TV 222/38 35°28.0'N 78°70.0'W
OSAGLBIOMSLI B TVI179/18 354 ONTT400W
OS5 AGLBIOMSLYe C TYI 108716 35°55.0'N 77°23.0'w
OS5AGLB 30 MSLwe D TYi082/25 J46°C4.0N T7M120'W
OSAGLB20MmSL 0o E  TYI 099,49 3STS5.0'N 76°42.0'W
OSAGLB20MSL 10 F CVI 146/33 S°58.0'N 76"24.0W
C5AGLB20MSL10 G OV 126/45 36°02.0'N 76°03.0'W
50 mSL 10 " CVi15/58 36°06.0°'N 75°43.0'W
Alvemate Exit: £
05 AGL B 20 MSL 1o EY TY! 10258 IF51.5N 76340 W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: autnonzes on 4 10 &

ROUTE WIDTH - 5 NM either ude of centeriine ram & 10 £ 3 NM
either side of centeriine from E to H; 3 NM gither 1ide c* zentesine from
12) Ahernate Entry- C.

E to E1.
C2 or .
(3) Altemate Exit: E, E1.

(4) CAUTION: VR-086 some direction from Pt A to  [deconfic’ with 343 l
TFw 'DOO!.

{5) CAUTION: Stugent “ying arec Mwy 117 betweer Wiisor ano Gonas-

bora.

{6) CAUTION: Multiple VR/IR routes cross from Pt B 1o E.

{7) Congressionc' noisa sensitive orea, farm ot 3541 0N 7747.3'W.
Aveid by 1500°/1 NMm.

Special Qperating Praocedures:
(1) Exit ot E unless prior coordi has beer made to enter -
R-5314.

seis B
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VR-1069
CRIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY:
ANGS, 5C 29044 AUTOVON 583-8231

ie¥ TEC Mckntre

HOURS OF OPERATION: Nomolly 0700-1900 i daity; avbl OT.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
A cgne Yo A CRE077:22 3rS5.0'N 7818.0'W
O5AGLB 15AGLI 8 CRE 035/45 362700 7815.0'W
05AGLB1SAGL® C FLO 072737 3427.0N 78°58.0'W
D5AGLB 15AGLI0 O FLO 138724 IT57.0N 7919.0'W
05 AGLB 15AGLI0 E FLC 234°25 33°58.0'N 80°03.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized entire route.

ROUTE WIDTH — 7 Nm either side of centerline A-B. 2 NM sither
snide of centerline B—£.

Spacial Operating Procedures:

{1} Contoc? Florence FSS for route enry.

(2) Portions of segment C to D suirgoie for 100 AGL navigarion.
3V Alterncte Entry: B

vS3's Within 100 RM Radius:
AND. CHS, CRE, ECG, EWN, FLO, GSP, HKY, RDU. RWI, SAV

VR-1070
ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 187 TrG

Fieid (ANG), P.O. BOX 2584, Dannelly Field, Montgamery, AL
36196-0001 AUTOVON 742-9255.

HOURS OF OPERATION: 07002000 Llocal, other times by
NOTAM.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Dats Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
As Anigned to A MGM 150/12  37°03.0N B613.0'W
OSAGLB ISAGLto B MVC078/33  31732.0'N 86°43.0'W
15 AGL 10 C CEWO5/19  30°S8.5N B621.0W
15 AGL to D VPS 046/22 30°39.0'N 86°14.0W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: actnorzec & 1o &

ROUTE WIDTH ~ 5 Nm either side of contertine from A to B; 2 Nm
left and 5 NM nght of centerline trom B to D.

Special Operating Procedures:

{1} This route will not be flown uniess scheduled in 10 R-2914.

{2) Hozards A-8. Lighted tower 31°58.5'N 84°09.5'W (1925° AGL), ovaid
by 3 NM. Tower 31°56.3'N 84°19.3'W (190" AGL est). Tower 31°52.3'N
846%22.3'W {150 AGL est). Power line construction from 31°52.0'N
86°31.0'W 10 31°38.0'N 80°43.0'W. Low flying helio traffic from A—8 left
to ¢ fine. Noise ihve A—8: House 31°45.0°'N 86°30.0°'W, oveid by
1000° AGL by i NM.

{3) Hazords B—C: Low flying helio tratfic below 1500' AGL

4) Alternare Enty: B or C.

\5i Alverngre Exit: C.

{6} Contact Montgomery FSS on 255.4 prior to entry,

{(7) Contoct Eglin Range Control on 262.3 prior te C for deorance into
R-2914.

VR kOUTES
(8! CAUTION: This route crosses ove~ap+ o runs porghel with VE- ' J82
YR-1083 VR-I084 ong VR-1TBS
(9 Tig—an FES Monwgomen .MM
{10} Scheduling octvity houn of opercnon (70— 1730 iocol Tues—Fi, oc
casiongl weekends. Alternate scheduling ochvity ouning non—auty hours 13
186 TRG Mendion (ANG] AUTOVON 6949217,

FSS’s Within 100 NM Radius:
ANB, ATL BHM, CEW. DHN. MCN, MEi MGN¥ MO8, PNS, TCL, 7L~

VR-1072

ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 186 TRG DO, Key
Feld, Meridian, MS 39302-1825 AUTOVON 694-9217.9260.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Nomally 0800-2100 ciuse other time
not prohibited.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Usta Pt Fac/iadiDst L3t lenr
A3 otsigned to A ae TT 007 Tl ~
*5 AGL 10 B LA Ve 0 O N -
05 AGLB 1ISAGL e 7 AN Zia 53 A SN T
OSAGLBI15AGi 0 D JaN 21476 S1NECN VL UTw
OSAGLB I1SAGLY E JAN 204/9% 31°03.0N 91°02 0w
05 AGLB IS AGLY F  JAN 16555 160N 8955 O™
O5SAGLBI1SAGLI0 G JAN 125 aa 30IONETI oW
05 AGLB 1SAGLt0o H MmEI 165258 JI1°56.0'N 88°43.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING QPERATIONS: authorized entre route.
ROUTE WIDTH ~ 5 Nm either side of centerline.

Special Operating Procedures:
(1) Not flight checked below 500 AGL

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
BHM, CEW, DRI, ELD, GWO, JAN, MCE, MEI, MGM, mLU. MOB, PNS,
SHV, TCL

VR-1074

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY. 4 1sw DOTa Seymou: sonrsor AFE. N1
27531-5004 AUTCVON 488-6351.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 4« YFw DDOL. Seymour Lonnson ATE ~_
2753°-5004 AUTOVON 4BB~2505 ¢S54 ohrer utv hry anc weex. -2,
schedu e with 4 TFW DOI-AUTTVION 4853040 8602

HOURS OF OPERATION: Contnuous

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

ARtitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

0V AGLB1SAGLat A im 19430 JIFNCNTTSTOW
O1AGLBISAGL0 B Ilm 1185 348°8INTTQAOW
O1AGLB15AGLte C 1M 011 29 JFSOONTTEC D w
01AGLB1SAGL D GSBI1Y'D ASIEONTTIE W
O1AGLB 15AGLre E NKT 21130 AFTI2.0N TT23.0W
OVAGLB ISAGLw F NKY 002/26 35°20.0'N 76°54.5'W




A,

-t

Bt ASire O NXTOWVVY?
.35 A0 0 MW WNET 325852
LiEAGL |} NET 04, S9
A ynate Exit trom F
01 AGL 8 15AGL 10 FY NKT 032/32

SILON 7MW
3E0.5°N TE2T 0w
ITETN TS wW

3522.0'N 76735.0'W
TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized entire route.

ROUTE WIDTH = 2 Nm loh and 5 NM right of centertine A 1o B, §
Nie zither side of centerline B to |,

Svecial Operating Procedures:

(1) Do not anter R-5306A unless scheduled for BT-9/11 and cieored by
Cherry Paint apch ctt 268.7.

(2) Do not enter R-5314 uniess scheduled for Dare Couniy Range ond
cisared by the Range Officer.

[3} Avoid towns ond populoted areas by 1 NM or overfly 1000’ AGL; avoid
airports by 3 NM or overfly 1500 AGL

14} avaic Mortamuskest, Pungo ond Swonquarter National Wildlife Ref-
ca% - T NML

2 larent dTTW/DOU, AUTCVON 4BB-6585/6561, for scheduling and
¢ e sbimg of c-iz fionan NOise sensitive greas.

2> Tiameny FEL. cvaw e {220.4).

Tnleennta ety Vamn 5 L, end €
LF 5, and H.

-, Ligne o omoeeft diong cocsi. Entire beosh it consicered noite sen-

~-e, Maintgin 1000 minimum when fhing within | NM of coastal
area.
3) 3= maintain 1000° minimum untii 4 NM past highway U.S. 17.
Congressiono! noise sensitive area at 34°22.0'N 77°42.9'W ovoid by
1GGT" or 2-NM.
{C) C-D, VR-10446 crosses from right at D. Avoid Maxwell Wildlite Ref-
vge by 1.5 NMm, locoted at 35°02'N 77°41°'W. Avoid Pink Hill Airport
by 1500° or 3 NM located ot 35°03'N 77°44'W.
{D) D-£, avoid sowmill ot E. Avoid town of Cove City.
(E} E—F, avoid overflight of Streets Ferry Plont locoted ot 35"12.0'N
77°07.5'W by 1500’ or 1.5 NM. Possible helicopter tratfic entire leg.
1065 tower at 3513.7'N 77711.5'W.
{F} F~G, Overfly coostal areas 1000’ minimum. Avoid overflight of the
town of Bath, located 4 NM south of G, by 1.5 NM.
(G} G~H, minimum altitude during this leg is 1000’ AGL. Exercise cov-
tion for VFR i ive student fraining arec d Donald's Airpork.
Stay south of the town of Pantego and you will be clear. Two 300°
Gray unlighted towers et 3535.5'N 76°29.0'W 200' tower ot
I5°30.8'N 746°48.0'W,
(H} H—i avoid town of Gumneck by 1500" or 1.5 NM. 300" Gray, un-
lighted tower ot 35°43'N 76°09'W,
i) F=F1, overfly coastal areas ot 1000° AGL minimum. Mining opero-
tion: 2 NM north of Aurorn witt 250 mining booms iocated of
35LC.ON 76%47.0'W,
() Bird activity all legs.
(KC; Extensive heticopter activity ot and below 500’ between Aurora and
Phaips oke Secsonsl sproying ond erop dusting could be in progress.

(1C) Uses must muce the 1Q minute entry block hmes or reschedule.

$5'c Within 10U NM Radius:
Chs, CRE, ECG, EWN, FLO, PHF RDY, RWI

UInTS

Gl TR el T NS ACTIITY: 1854 TEC LPRANG)
otz M5B FL 20 33k 12207, Lotza StG. Santurce Puenro Rieo GCY 14 AU
TCYON 860-9234.

A-4

HOURS OF SPIRATION: 0F0v-2an 0c3 sainy
ROUTE DERIRIPTIL

Atituge Data Pt Fac/Paa/Dist Lat/Long

As asugned to A SJU 22570 VEOLIN 6617w
05 AGL 8 15 AGL 8 SJU 233/35 1EVI.ON 66°23.5W
05 AGL B 15 AGL C  SJU 234748 1753.0°'N 64°32.0'W
Cl1 AGL B 15 AGL D BON201°33 TTESTOUN 6TILOW
05 AGL 8 15 AGL E BQN 20123 1F07.2'N 6713w
05 AGL 8 15 AGL F o BQN 132°] 18°14.4'N 6638.2'W
05 AGL B 15 AGL G SJU 286733 18729.5'N 06"33.8°W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Not outhorized.

ROUTE WIDTH = 2 NM oither side of canterfine A to C; 3 NM sither
side of centerdine C 1o D; 2 NM sither side of centerline D 10 G.

Special Operating Procedurss:

{1) Two way route (oppasin: airectian aesignater is VR-1080).

{2) Al~ernate Entvy Points: C. D ong E.

{3} alrernots Sx. ot Dong F.

{4) Endongered birn soecias Jrex 1.5 Pt radicr of TTET.ON 7L TW
and 1720 LTVTOW. Ta ner soesn stz @ WY feet AGL

18 Aty et penmdsied 13 use o=] LT oy e 31T

18, CAUTION (st eg lic-t Circrow srugen wodins Srezavica v oo G

FSS’s Within 100 wa Padlus:
sy

VR-1077

ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 156 TFG (PRANG)
Muniz ANGS, Pue-to Rico 00914 AUTOVON 860-9234.

HOURS OF OPERATION: 1100-2400Z + ~ daily.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:
Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

As cusigned 1o A 5JU08B4/41 18°37.0'N 65M18.0°W
01 AGLB 15AGLo B NRR 083/45 18728.0'N 64°'53.5'W
T0OAGLE 15AGLIe C  NRR 082/79 18°40.0'N 64°20.0'W
01 AGLB 15 AGLIe D NRR 089/79 1830.0N 6£17.5W
O5AGLBISAGLIo E NRR 133/73 1735.0'N 6434.0'W
01 AGLB )5AGL0e F NRR 157 51 I732.0'N 65709.0'W
0V AGLB 15AGLto G NRR 'a¢ 22 "Te 2N ST EW
O1AGLB15AGLI H NRR 11722 1R0B.IN o516.8'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: ~o* authorized.
ROUTE WillTR = 2 NM sither 2ige of ce-te-ine from A 1o

Special Operating Procedures:

{1) Alterncte Entry: B and C.

(2) Alternare Exit: F and G.

{3) Do not overfly Grect Tobago or Anggade lalar da.

{4) Flights mot scheduled to use R-7104 mys® exit ot G or F.

FSS's Within 200 KM Radivs:
siu
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IR-002

SRiGIAATING ACTIVITY: 3¢2 Tfw DA Snow %8 ST
29152-5000 AUTOVON 965-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 363 TFw 'DOO (Advance ‘Same Day)
Show AFB, 29152-5000 AUTOVON $£5-3083 {atter houn] AUTOVON
965-3339.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Dsta Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

Cross A TYS 28838 36°04.0'N 84%9.0'W
ot 60 mSL

Maintain 05 AGL 8

60 MSL 1o TYS 332/42 36730.0°'N 84°20.0'W

01 AGL B 80 MSL 10 TYS 015/34
0) AGL B 60 MmSL 1o TYS 065734

8
< 34'26.0'N 83°45.0'W
o}
CIAGLB A, MSito E TYSOBIZ'N
13
G
H

36°10.0'N 83°17.0'W
36'CO.C'N 83°16.0W
3549.0N £3°14.0W
354C.0N BIILS'W
3I5T3.0N 83ICUW

U3 AGL E ) MSL 1o TvS 10233
Q3 AGL B B. MmSL 1o TYS 11537
03I AGLE 1Y MSL o TYS 124741
Exit gt 112 MS!

TENRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorzed trom A 10 G.
Autharized from G to M it cleared into Snowbird 2 MOA by Atlanto ARTCC
(269.5)

ROUTE WIDTH = 5 Nm gither side of centerline for entire route.

Special Operating Procedures:

{1) Monitor Atlanta ARTCC on 253.5 ot B.

(2) Contoct Atlante ARTCC on 269.5 passing F.

{3} CAUTION: F=G, MEA and top of the route structure crectes vertical
bottieneck, difference between MEA and top of the route as low a3 300"
{4) CAUTION: Mong Ghider Activity: 36'26.7'N 84°02.7'W, 36°15.0'N
83°38.0'W 1o 36"22.0'N 8322.0°'W, 35°54.5'N 83°17.8'W.

{5) CAUTION: 1R-743 some direction Pt E to M. (Schedulers deconflict
through scheduling.)

{6) CAUTION: V~16, V-185, V=136 cross the route Pt D to M.

(7} information as of Dec 86.

FSS’s Within 100 NM Radius:
AND, ATL, BLF, BNA, BWG, CSV, GSP, HKY, HTS, LOU, LOZ, TRI, TYS

IR-011

QPRIGINATING ACTIVITY: 352 TFW 'DOOA Snaw AFB, SC 29152
AUTOVCN 965-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 343 TFW. DOC (Advance Seme Day
Scheduling) Shaw AFB, SC 29152 AUTOVON 965-3083, (ofter hours) AU-
TOVON 945-3339.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.

ACUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

As auigned to A Iv 22938 33°54.0'N 78722.0'W
05 AGLB IO MSLIe B ILM 277720 3421.0'N 7817.0'W
OS5 AGLBIOMSLI® C POB 161/Q 340N 78739.0W
05AGLB IO MSLe D POB 170/32 360N 78°50.0W

05 AGiB20mSL0 E
CE WG 220 mo. 10 f

POE 213 24
O30k L4l .2

34 48.0N TTATW
ECITINTT e T e

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authonzed irom A 1o F.

ROUTE WIDTH = 5 NM either ude of conterding from A to B: 7 NM
either side of centerine from B to D; 3 NM either side of centeriine from
D 1o F.

Special Operating Procedures:

{1) CAUTION: Numerous lorge rowers aiong route.

{2) Aircrews sholl contirm their Pt C sstimate with Wilrungton Approach
{276.3/118.25, B/U 343.9.121.4) prior to P+ A,

(3} Aircrsws shal coatact Foyettevilis Approoch (295.0/120.4. 6°U
393.0/127.8) prior 10 Pt C when utikzing the aiternate exit and not iater
thon Pt D when utilizing the primary exit.

{4) Averncte exit Pt C will be filed and utilized unless prior clearance has
been received to enter R=5311A.

{5) Holding for R=S311A. i required. wii: be south of me restricrec reo
ot 2000 MS. or as assigned

{6) iFR clearance must e receivec betore daporting §-33 TA.

{7; Aitermgre enrry P

{8, Aitemcte ext: Pt C.

(™ SAUTION: VR-1042 crosse: ¥ to ngne A % E igean®o 4
TOVTN 5874340
(13} CAUTION. YR-1009 sume dicaghion, 71 £ 40 { jceconict £ .70y T

5-C231}.

{11) Avoid: Raeford NC {34°59'N 76714 oy 1.5 NM.
(12} Information as of Dec 66.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
CHS, CRE, EWN, FLO, GSP, HKY, RDU, kW1

IR-012

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 343 TFw. DOOA Show AFB, 5C 29152
AUTOVON 945-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 3563 TFw /DOC (Advance Saome Doy,
Shaw AFS, SC 29152 AUTOVON 963-3083, aiter hours 965-333¢.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:
Altitude Data

Pt FaciRac/Dise Latitang

As asgnd tc A ibw 277 20 SATICNTENIG A
05 AGLB30OMSLI0 B M 335732 34°48.0'N 78°13.0W
05 AGLB 30 MSL o € WM™ 513,37 4580 N TTIEL N
OS5 ACLB30MSLIe D NK 202 SEIONTTLS W
0L Aa5L 230 MSLe E N OIS 14 TR INT LTS W
20 MSi to F ONKT 220 39 SE2ION TATIR W
20 m3i 10 G NK 035/ 5. SEITINTOIOW
20 MSL © M NKT C37-58 35°41.ON 7665w

Alternate Exit from E 1o R5306A
0S AGL B 30 MSLat E1T NKTOi6/24
15AGLB IO MSLte FA NXT 026 T4

35°18.0°'N 78'47.0'W
AL ENTLLITW

TERRAIN FOLLOWING SPERATIONS: aurorzec brom A 10 €
and trom A 1o FA.

ROUTE WIDTH = 5 Nm oither side of conteriine from A 1o 8; 4 NM
oither side of conturfine from B 10 E; 3 NM either side of canterfine from
EwH
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“uiing Prazedurtes:
L oNmmernie (3tge ICwen) Ciong route
W2~ oniror Wikminscor Approack (278.5 87U 343.9 passing Pt A
{3) Contoct Seymour Approach (338.6! ot Pt 8.
{41 Co-+-= Thawy Point Approoch (374.9) passing D.
(=1 A -..1 E will be filed ond utilized uniess prior clearonce has been
coording 23 v enter R=5314 or R-5306A.
{6) iF# ceoronce must be received before departing R—-53 14 (Washington
272.7, or R=5304A (Cherry Point 268.7).
{7 Alternzte Entry: B.
(B} Aitamace Exit: E1 and FA.
9 minimum sxit oltitude for the alterncte exit route is 1500° AGL
{10! Avoid: Overflight of towns east of Pt D by 1 NM.
(11) CAUTION: VR-1043 (VR-1069 crosses right to left Pt A to B).
{12) CAUTION: IR-062 crosses left 10 right Pt A to B ond crossss right fo
ieft Pt B 10 C.
{13) ££5:7ON: VR-1074 some direction Pt C to F.

{14} Ce. YR=-1046 crosses right to left Pt C to D and crosses left
o nek st

Tdre, Loxe A amutkee?, Pungo Loke, Swon Quorter Notione! 'wild-
weoncx oy 20007 AGEL
14Y hformction @y of Dec B6.
ARG s 180 W Ko g

T3, P RLD, T, o, wd

n-215

ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 347 TFW/DOTS Moo
dy AFB, GA 31699 AUTOVON 460-3531, after duty hes, 460-3503.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lst/Long
Cross A TWH 092/2) 30"32.0'N 83°58.0'W
at 20 MSL or as asgn
OSAGLB20MSL e B TIM 141/3% 30"02.0'N 83°55.0'W
O5AGLB 20 MSL 0 C TIH 176/ 30°02.0'N 84°21.0'W
05 AGL - 70 MSL
as asgn fo D TLH 235/19 30°23.0°'N 84°41.0'W
05 AGLB 20 MSLto E  TLH 245/31 30731.5'N 84°58.0'W
05 AGLB20 MSL o F PFN 034728 30736.0'N 85°23.0'W
05 AGLB 20 MSLte G PFN 343721 30"33.0'N 85°48.0'W
05 + LB 20 MSLte K VPS CaB 21 30°38.0°'N 86" 14.0'W
Alternate Eatry: C
70 MSLorososgnat C1 TLH 176/31 30°02.0'N 84°21.0'W
Than descond to
2C mE{ to DY TLW 23519 30°22.0'N 84°41.0'W

TEFRAM FCLLOWINRG GPERST:OMS: Not authorized.

ROLTE WIDTH = 5 NM either side of centerline from A 1o B; 5 NM
lete ond I Nia right from B to C; 5 NM either side of centerline from C to
O: S MM Izé and I NM richt from D 1o §; 3 Mt left and 4 NM right from
E to (5; 5 NM either side of centerline from G o H.

Seenta Loerating Pegsdures:
Tl e 0L Yaheziin VD).

E.
W T v s guthoninid ey far cieroft sthegl A s entar K204
14y Altudes up 10 70X) MSL ror maneuvers setween C and U ere avail
abls when approved by Tallohasses Apch CH. Contact Tallohosses Apch
Ctl ot A and request maneuver area.

- #ltamaee See -

{5 Rapont over D 1o Tzhchanes Apcr T1i. koport over & 12 Tynaof Apch
"

(6. Climb ond maintam 2000° mSi ot C unti: peusing Hwy 3.€ Noise seni-
live greq.

(71 At E climb to cross the Appalochicoia River gt 1500° MSL Remain ot
1500’ MSL until past Point F. Noise sensitive area.

(8) MARSA applies to route participants and is occomplished by scheduiing
and “ses and avord™.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
CEW, DHN, GNV, JAX, MCN, MGM, MOB, PIE, PNS, $SI, TLH, ViD

IR-016

ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ALTIVITY: 347 TPw DTS moo-
dy AFB, GA 31699 AUTCHON 2G3-3331, har duiy k3. 253-2525.

HOURS OF GPER" TI2H. Zaat-uour
POUTE DESCRIZ TSR

bawe e Dz P Eanfier il ot el

Css A SRRy 3.5 T
ot 0 MSL

O3 AGLB 20 MSLte © v2l 21720 2ITUN PTNIEw
O3 AGLB20 MSLto C TaY 33233 ArSFLH ITSIOW
O3 AGLB 6O MSLIo D TAY 309/17 30425 B4A9.5W
O3AGLB 1OMSL10o E TAY 243/23 3CTIS.ON 82°56.0'W
C3AGLB SO MSLte F GNY 310739 30°00.0'N 82°56.0'W
03AGLB SO MSLIe G GNV 319728 29°56.0'N 87°43.0'W
40 MSL -

60 MSL 1 H  GNV 349/22 29°56.0'N 82°26.0'W
40 MSL-8DMSLIo | GNV 04418 29°47.0'N 82°07.0'W
40 MSL -

60 MSL 1o J GNVO077/2% 29°40.5'N 81°49.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Not authorized.

ROUTE WIDTH: 8 NMm either side of canterfine from A o D; 3 NM
right and 4 NM left from D 1o E; 9 NM right and 15 NM left from E 1o
F; 4 NM either side of centerline from F 1o J.

Special Operating Procedures:

{1) Tie~in FSS: Valdosra.

{2) Cross Point A at 2000 MSL ond maintain 2000 MSt until south of Ocille,
GaA

{3} Alternate Entry: D.

(4) Alternate Exit: D ond F.

(5) Route segment from £ 10 ! is authorized only for aircrat: schedused to
enter R-2903, R-7904 or #-2907.

{6} Contact Vaidostn approach (285 &: oror 10 B fer ¢'earance «ntg Mocdy
2 MOA.

(7) Maneuvering between C ana D is permitted when approved by Vai zast
opprooch.

{8) Climb to 1000’ MSL approaching =75 prior ¥ Point £. Maintain 1060
AGL minimum until required to ciimb ar Point G.

{9 Altitudes up to 6000 MSL for maneuvers between E and F are ava:iabie
when aporoved by Jocksonvitic Center.

10) Qonraet Jacksenville Center [265.6) $or decrance fo mareuver be-
twaen £ ars! F.

15 Cress G at 4070 MSL or o8 asnicnen

12; Contoct FACSFAJIAL onc £ w- W ase, Point 10 decontuet IR
ond 1R-523.

A-6
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yR-2285
CRIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 122 Taw Srondiford
Fualo. ANG, KY 40213 AUTOVON PRO4460

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous 16th—end of month VR-430
other doys.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

Enver ot 30 MSL then A 11U 255/47 37°55.0'N 86°32.0'W
03 AGLBIOMSLI B iU 251/53 37°50.0'N 86°38.0'W
O3 AGLBIOMSLI € BWG 332/19 I713.0'N 86°37.0'W
O3 AGLBIOMSLI® D CCT148/23 37°03.0'N 87°02.0'W
C3AGLB30OMSL0 E CCT 203724 3I7'01.0'N 87°29.0'W
O3 AGLB 4O MSLto F  ONG 0846/39 37°01.0'N 8801.0'W
CIAGLBIOMSLI® G ONG 080/38 37°05.0'N 88°06.0'W
CIAGLEIOMSLI H ONG 034/29 37°24.0'N 88"28.0'W
03 AGLB30MSLIe | PXV 293/13 38°01.5'N 8801.0'W

Exit ot 30 MSL
TEPRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: authorized entire route.
ROUTE WIDTH = 5 NM either side of centerdine.

Tnosial Sperating Procegures:

il gnive *as%e has been flight checked down 1o 300" AGL.

2V nlegmete . 2 B, Cond F.

{31 Aurarnate Exit: D, F ond M.

(4! CAUTION: Helicopter operotions ot or below 500° AGL between E ond
G.
(5) Tie—in FSS: Lovisville (LOV).

{&) Coll the ORIGINATING /SCHEDUUING ACTIVITY for detailed briefing
on semifive areas prior fo flying this route. The 123 TRW will madl usens
© copy of rovte restricticns upon request.

{7) YR-025 will not be scheduled/flown when VR--430 is in use.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
BNA, BWG, CGI, CSV, DEC, DYR, HUF, JBR. LOU, LOZ, LUK, MKL, MSL,
PAH, STL

VR-058

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 343 TFW/DOOA, Shaw AFS, SC 29152
AUTOVON 965-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 343 TFW DOO (Advonce ‘Some Say,,
Snaw AFB, ST 29150 AUTOVON 965-3082. aofter hours 965~-3339.
HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous (Jan, Mor, May, Jul. Sep,
Nov;.

15,28 OF OPERATION: Routs is open only dunng months of Jonw-

cry. March, May, July, September, November. Reverse direction roufe
VR-92 is open the remaining months.

RCUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altttude Dats Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
Cross A SPA 264/54 34°54.0'N 83°00.C'W
o: 2wigned

D A BBOMSLYe B SPA 262,83
't m5. 6882 MS8Lre C CHA081/54
: [+

h 36°46.0°'N 8337.0°'W
r
C: AGL B 83 MSL to CHA 054/48

35°05.0'N 84°04.0'W
AT1.0N 8240w

61 AGL 6 80 w8 e £ g 278 o0 ATaAT " e T
CIAGLB S5O mSure F  (ma 260-30 JOESION BTl w

TERRAIN FOLLCWING CPERATISNS: aumz-zec emrre ro. e

ROUTE WIDTH = 8 NM oither side of centeriine from A 1o B 1C N
either side of centerline from B 1o C, 13 NM erther side of centeriine trom
Crof.

Special Operating Procedures:

(1) CAUTION: Numerous powerlines along route above 100" AGL

12) Altemate Entry: Points B ond D.

{3) Alternate Exit: Points C, D and E.

{4) Congressional noise sensitive area 35°D5'N B4'04' W, Avord by 1500 5
NM.

{5) Congressions! noise
Aveoid by 1000'/1 NM,
(6} CAUTION: VR-1052 some direction Pt 8 to F {deconflict AUTOVON
694-2441).

{7} CAUTION: YR-1055 crosses right to left P* C to D idecorfiict AL
TOVON 694-2441).

{80 CAUTICN: Hong gliding oo »ity, 350&'N BETIWw 3IXTIN
85720.5'W 3501'N B5"23'W to S&'ad'N 85738 W IEI 25 B 50 5 A
{9) Avoid: Power piant 35°34.1'N 84'47.5 W. Avaic by 1300 © N
110} Avoig: Chiorine gos plant 2517 5N 8475 7'w  avraz by 1200
NM™.

(17 CACTON: iR-06F opposite Jicaction Pr 0 e S iawceals »
594-2441)

{12} CAUTION: IR-Q078 same directicn Pt E 1o ® {ceconflic: ~u 72 TN
922-27358.

(13) Avoid steom plant 34" SI'N B85'45'W. Avoid by 1000° V Nm.

{14) information os of Dec 84.

(15) Make entry time plus or minus § minutes or reschedule.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
ANB, AND, ATL, BHM, BNA, BWG, CSV, GSP, HKY, LOZ, MCN, MSL,
Q. TRI, TYS

itive Coker Creek, TN., 35°16'N 84" 17'W.

VR-060
ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 187 TFG {ANG) Don-

nelly Fisld, Montgomery, AL 36196-0001 AUTOVON 742-9255.
HOURS OF OPERATION: 0700-1730 locol daily.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Datz Pt Fac/Rad/Dist
As ossigned to A MGm 256.38
05 AGLB 15AGLo B MGMm 262
01 AGLB 1SAGLYe C GCv038°37
D
13

Lat/Long
ITTV6ONBTQOI0OW
306N BT 42.2°W
J1°33.0N 88°20.0Ww
VIS SN BRI AW
J1°VS.O'N 8848.0'w

01 AGL B 50 MSL 1o GCVv 057 9
01 AGL 8 10C MSL o GCv 273 18

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized for entive
route.

ROUTE WIDTH = From A 10 B, route is 5 NM either siae centerline,
B to C width is 2 NM left and 13.5 NM Righ? of cenredine: route wid*h
Cto 0 and O to £ 13 5 NM sither side of zenterine.

Special Operating Procadures:

{1) Cross millers Ferry Lock and Dam 1000° AGi or above:

(2) Fhghts entering of A or B will fransmit in the biinag theit intentions o fron-
sit the Camden Ridge MCA 1500’ and below on 267.9;

A-7
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FLOs 'witur 1QQ MM BLD L

PHE RwW: EZG. CRW, MGw, FLO, MRB, AND, SBY, HKY, RCLU. GSP
EanN BF ZxN CRE TR DZA

IR-720

SRIGINATING ACTIVITY: COMMATWING ONE, NAS Oceana, VA
23460.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: FACSFAC VACAPES, NAS Oceana, Vir-
ginia Beach, VA 23460 AUTOVON 433-2851/Ext 228.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Atftude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
Timilat A RICVOLTAC  37T30.INTTI9.2°W
TumEL o B GVE 357 38°08.0°N 73NL.0W
ST mSi-80 MSite € CSN 2:0. 11 36°29.0'N 78°0C.0'W
T =T mSLe D OLDN 00S/S 3E58.0N TETIUCW
Yovooml MSLte E O EKN 081,12 560N TITEILOW
T = tIMSLte F GVE287/45  3B09.ON7TISCW

T r-ing to 50-80 mSi

7 sSen motatgin

Lo mMSL-60 MSL o G GVE 280/16 38°02.0'N 78°30.0'W

22 M5L-60 MSL 1o H  HPW 254/15 J7VA0N 7T725.0W
Climb 1o cross

23 NM S of H at

50 MSL

60 MSL to ! CVI247/23 36"10.0'N 77°17.0'W

ROUTE WIDTH = 5 NM either side of centeriine.

Special Operating Procedures:

(1) Where more than one oifitude is indicated the iowest aititude will be
the primary aifitude. The higher altitudes will be used by ATC only when
required for IFR separation.

(2) in order 1o fly this route, oircraft must be equipped with, or fly in section
with gircraft equipped with on inertial novigation system and ground mop-
ping rodar.

(3) USAF “Evers” MOA between £ and F; 1000' AGL fo 17,000° MSL,
A-10 VFR ops.

{4) Al route reservations and briefings, including weekend flights, must be
made through FACSFAC VACAPES AUTOVON 433-2851/Ext 228.

(5) No Alternate Entry or Exit outhorized.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
PHF, RWI, ECG. CRW. MGW, MRB, AGC, HTS, SBY, RDU, PKB, EWN,
DU, BLF, JS7, EKN, YNG, MiV, ACO, DCA, PS8

iR-721

ORICINATING ACTIVITY: 343 TFW/DOTA Show AF8, SC 29152
AUTCVON 945-3250.

S ETUELUNG ACTIVITY: 343 TEW/DOO (Advoncs Some day)
shew ArB. SC 29152 AUTOVON 645-3083, After hours 945-3239.

I124RS OF OPERATION: Continuous.

KCUTE GESCRIPTION:

Altitude Cata Pt Fac/Racd’/dist

vat oong

Cross A ROA YORTAL 3720.6 N BCDAS W
at 60 MSL B B0 MSL

or as asgnd

60 MSL B B0 MSL

or os asgnd o 8 ROA 181/17 37°03.5'™ 80703.C'W
0I AGLBBEMSL 0 C  ROA 195727 36' 528N BCTIOW
CIAGLEBOCMSi® O GSOC 336 42 36400 BL2IO W
03 AGLB SO MSito E GSC 32634 36°3C.C'N BI2AlW
C3IAGLB SO MSLro F  GSO 297/35 2SI7.ON BCIB.S W
CIAGLB 4O MSLro G GSC 249734 25°4E.5'N BC3ET'w
03 AGLBIOCMSLro H GSO 231727 IT448N B2 W
CIAGLBIC MSL ) G50 180 4) IS2VEN T956.C'W
03 AGLB 30 MSL10 J SSC 024/43 34739.0'N BCHILIW
30 MSL to K SSC 024733 3430.0'N 80"15.0°'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: authorized o & *c ..
Mgintci top of Mme oltitudes betweer 3 15 yriess Terrais “otowing Taer-
ations are approved wi'r entTy clearance ‘ram Foonoke gm0zt

ROUTE WIDTH = 5 NM eitne- side of corteding soor 2 -

lett and © N, right of cerrariice team e .

o* zeriem | ol

Spacia! Operating Proseniren:

11F menitar Greanaz sec Approagh D207 nossing P C

(2! Monio- Tnatio%te Approacr 318.7 posuny Pt ™ ons tesem pasing f!
J level ot 3000° MSL

(3) Contact Shaw RAPCON 227.3 passing P! J.

{4) Coution: VR-1752 crosses ieft 1o right Pt C to Pt D. [Deconfiicr &0
TOVON 443-2211 Extn 116}

(5) Coution: Hong gliders and experimental gircraft in vicinity of Mount
Airy Airport.

{6) Coution: SR-13 ond SR-14 cross right to left, Pt H 1o Pt . {Deconflict
AUTOYON 583-4141

() Coution: VR-87 Cronses from NW 1o SE, P11 10 Pt ). [Deconflict wirk
343 TFWDOTS)

{8) Avoid: Pes Dee National Wildlifs Refuge by 2000 AGL {3505.C'n
80°03.0'wW)

{9) Coution: Utralight aircratt near Pt J below 1500° AGL.

{10) Avoid: Sandhill Nahono! Wildiite Refuge by 2000° AGL Retuge is cen-
tered at 34°I5'N 80°13'W. chorted boundary exceeds 5 NM rodius.
{11) VR-1721 may be flown, weather permitting, if the conrrolling ogency
deicys or refuses clearance to fly IR-721. Check Flig AP/ 18 gurdance for
specifics on VR-1721.

FSS's *-ithin 100 NM Radius:
RWi, CRw, MGW, FLO, AND, NTS, HKY, RDU, PKB, GSP EwN BLF

Exs. CHC, CRE ZHL TR

IR-723

ORIGINATING/SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: FACSFACN®A, NAS
Pensocola, FL 32508 AUTOVON 922-2735.

HOURS OF OPERATION: 1200-G4002+ +, Mondoy through Fri-
“’! A .n_y gy o Y

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Roc/Dist
PO MSLorasasgnat A HNN 048/14
SO MSLorcsasgnte B BKW 357/23

Lat/Llong
ITSS.ON BY4Y o'W
38°10.0'N 81712.0W

amy 0.
-n‘.--_--ﬂ----




i L ANITION WRUTDAL st T, 1 et beee D Piem BB ne e
& Tt e Aght ot Pt E ideconfiict AUTOVON 986-waddi.

8! Aveid. Cumberland Gap Natong! Histonic Park Avoic by 290C AGL
(™ f 0 Gi

{?! infarmation a1 of Dec 86.

(10} Moke entry fime plus or minus 5 minutes or reschedule.

(11) CAUTION: 400’ AGL poweriine located at 37°14'N 82°02'W.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:

AND. BLF, BWG, CRW, CSV, EKN, FLO, GSP, HKY, NTS, LOU, LOZ, LUK,
PXB, ROU, RWi, TRI, TYS

VR-094

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 353 TFW/DOOA, Shaw AFB, SC 29152
AUTOVON 965-3250.

SSHEDULING ACTIVITY: 353 TFW/DOO (Advonce/Same Dayl,
Show AFB, SC 29152 AUTOVON 965-3083, after hours, $65-3339.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Abitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dis? Lat/Long

Zross A AYS 30327 31°31.0'N 83°00.0'W
as onigned to

OV AGLB 30MSLto B8 AYS 315/48 31°50.0'N 83"13.0'W
Ol AGLB IOMSLto C AYS 338/57 32°09.0'N 82°58.0'wW
ClAGLRBICMSLte D VAN 239,70 32°50.0'N 81°37.0'W
O1 AGLB 30 MSLI0 E VAN 217/67 J2Z33.0'N 81112.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized entire route.
ROUTE WIDTH = 10 NM dither side of centerline for entire route.

Special Operating Procedures:

(1) Alternate Entry: Points B and C

(2} Alternate Exit: Point D.

(3) CAUTION: Crop dusters from Pt C o E 300’ and below, 15 June 1o 15
September.

{4) CAUTION: Muitiple YR/IR rovtes cross from Pt A 1o B.

(5! CAUTION: VR~1004 crosses right 1o left and then left to right Pt C %o
D (deconflict AUTOVON 942-2525).

{6) CAUTION: VR-1059 same direction at Pt O (deconflict with 383
TFw/DOO0).

{7) information as of Dec 84.

(8 Make entry time plus or minus § minutes or rescheduie.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radlus:
AND, ATL, CHS, CRE, DHN, FLO, GNV, GSP, JAX, MCN, SAV, $Si, TLH,
vio

VR-085

ORIG!NATING ACTIVITY: 363 TFW/DOOCA, Shaw AFB, SC 29152
AUTC YON $65-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 343 TFW/DOO (Advonce/Some Doy),
Show aFB, SC 29152 AUTOVON 965-3083, aher hours 965-3339.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.

Aititude Data Pt Fac/FRac/Dist Lar’i3ng
Crows A SPA 207 2% 54380 N 2IL0W
as ossigned to
01 AGLB 15AGL % B SPA 208.39 34°27.0'N 82°16.0'W
O1AGLB I5AGLI C SPa 2096} 34°07.0'~ 82°29.0'W
O1LAGLB ISAGLY® D SPA 20993 JIIPON BT AL.0'W
01 AGLB 15 AGLe E SPA 212113 33°24.0'~ BICZ.0'W
DI AGLB 4O MSLI®O F  VNA 315754 TSN BLIIOW
O1AGLB 4O MSito G VNA 213734 IVa50N LT oW
OV AGLB 40 MSLto M VNA 19033 31°42.0°N 8ITTOW
Alternate Exit:

Ol AGLB 40 MSL Yo F1 VNA 318.54 37°53.0'N BLIZO'W
01 AGLE 40 mSLte FF VNA 283,59 37°27.0'N B4"37.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized entire route
except 300" AGL minimum from Pt A to D, 15 June to 15 September.
ROUTE WIDTH ~ 10 NM either side ¢f centerine #rom 4 10 3 and
F1 1o FF; 5 NM either side of cerrerline fron G i =,

Special Operating Procedures:

(1} Altemats Entry Points O, £ cne

(2} Al*ernare Ext*: Pom C, T o 7

(3) Onty aircraft schegulec i~ envry mre §-3070% are aurmsradsa i .
ment F1 1o FF,

4] Congressionzl noise sersitive arec. Wwashingean. GA 22 &d 5N
82°44'30°W. Avcid by 1500° AGL

(51 CAUTION: 1R-07 4 same direction from Pt A 1o O [dezonflict with 363
TFw/DOQ!.

{6) CAUTION: IR-089/090 crosses ot 34"13'N 84"20'W (deconflict with
363 TFW/DOO).

(7) CAUTION: VR-1059 crosses left to right and right to left from Pt D 1o
€ {deconflict with 363 TFW/DOO).

(8) CAUTION: VR-1004 crosses right to left and left to right from Pt D 1o
E deconflict AUTOVON 942-2525).

(9) CAUTION: IR-019 opposite direction at Pt G (deconflict AUTOVON
942-2525).

(10) CAUTION: VR-1001 crosses left to right from Pt G to M {decoaflict
AUTOVON 942-2525).

(11} IFR pick~up with Atlontc ARTCC {348.7). IFR pick-up with Jocksonville
ARTCC (379.2).

{12) information as of Dec 86.

(13) make entry time plus or minus 5 minutes or reschedule.

FS$S's Within 100 NM Radius:
ANB, AND, ATL, BHM, CEW. CHS, DHN, FLO, GNV, GSP. HKY, JAX,
MCN, MGM, SAV, SSI, TLH, TR, TYS, VLD

VR-096
ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 343 TFwW DOCA. Shaw AF3 SC 29352
AUTOVON 965-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 383 TFW DOO iAavonce ‘Same Day
Scheduling), Shaw AFB, SC 2152 AUTOVON $65-3083, nfter hours AU-
TOVON 965-3339.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.




c—.

Qe s

ROLTE DESCRIFTIGH:

Aiitude Data Pt Fac/Rag; Dist Lat/long

A3 gasigned o A TY1 33626 I6ILON TTEF.OW
OS5 AGLB S MSLo B LYH 085,28 37°20.0'N 78°39.0'W
0S AGL B 65 MSLte  C) LYH 024/2¢9 3743.0'N 79°02.0'W
OS5 AGLB 65 MSLIo D ROA 002722 ITQ.0N 80°05.0W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized for entire route
ROUTE WIDTH = 5 Nm either side of centerdine entire route.
Special Operating Procedures

(1) CAUTION: Farmvilie MOA (317.7) may be in use between sunrise fo
0900 locai and 1600-1700 local. Coll in the bimd when tronsiting the

« MOA during the times published.

(2) CAUTION: Multiple low level routes cross entire routs.

(3) CAUTION: Numerous powerlines in mountainous sections.

{4} Congressional noite ifive areg 37°08.1'N 78"34.4'W avoid by !
NM.

(5} CAUTION: IR-715/VR--1751 opposite direction from Pt B 1o C {decon-
flict AUTOVON 433-2851 ext 215).

¢} CALTION: ¥R-1756 same direction PT B to C (deconfiict AUTOVON
433-2E%, ext 215).

{7: tnformation os of Dec 86.

i€; make entry time plus or minus 5 minutes or rescheduie.

F35's Within 100 KM Radius:
BiF, CRW, DCA, ECG, EKN, EWN, HKY, HTS, MGW, MR8, PHF, PKB,
RDU, RWI, TRI

VR-100

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 27 TFW/DOR, Connon AFS, NM
88103-5129 AUTOVON 681-2877.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 27 TFwW/DOTU, Comnon AFS, NM
881035129 AUTOVON 6812276 ngt 681-2253 weekends.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
As assigned to A CVS 232727 3610.0'N 103°48.0'W
SFCB 110t 8 ROW 042/49 3T49.0'N 103°49.0'W
SEC B 11C e C ROW 054 42 33°36.C'N 102°50 O'W
SFZ B i1G o O ROW 05733 33°32.C'N 104°00.0'W
SFC 811010 E  ROW 344/34 33°54.0N 104°40.0'W
SFC 811010 F  ROW 333/34 33°53.0'N 104°48.0'W
SFZ B3 110 %o G ROW 292/32 33°38.0'N 105"09.0'W
SFC B 125 to H  CNX 142744 3AT°41.5'N 0595w
SFL B 1251 I CNX 16738 345N 1057 40.5'W
SFCB 125 10 J CNX 176738 3347 .5'N 105°47.5'W
SFCB 110 K CONX 241/16 34V7.5N 105°59.5'W
SFC B8 110 10 L CNX 280/23 34°31L.0'N 106°06.0'W
SFCB8 110w M CNX 307/2) 34°38.0°'N 105°57.0'W
SFCB8110 %0 N ONX 332/14 34735.5°N 105°45.0W
SFCB8 110 o ONxa2/2Y J441.0'N 105730.0'W
35FC 810t P TCC196/34 3£°41.0'N 103°55.0'W
SFC 8 110w Q Cvs 307725 34°41.0'N 103°40.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIGNS: authorized entire route.

v RO el
ROUTE wiD
8 1 5 NM ermner side 0° cenresing team B ez B F s pimer 0 o enter
iine from E st N SN it esymL N I3 AN e tigs o0 s
N 1o C; 28 NM either 110e of centerdine irom O tc F- 26 Nm re7 ond 2
NM right of centerline from P ¢ Q.

Special Operating Procedures:

(1} Non~27 TFW aircrah entry times are booked no closer than * S minutes.
Users mus! meet booked entry ond exi' hmes plus o minus 5 mincees 1
unable to meet plon'wd enty fime, enta: G* Qr aitesnate enry 1D S8 ' Mee’
booked exit ime or ac not enter the route. Route *imes 378 pionnec o° B0
kts ground speed.

(2) Aircraft must cofl in the blind route entry and exit on 255.4. Monirar
255.4 while on this route unless operahonal requiemenrs dictate ofher-
wise.

(3] Alternate Entry: 8 theough P.

{4) Alternate Exit: C theough P.

(5) When practicable, avoid ali uncontrolled airfisids by 1500° AGL or 2

IH =~z

3 NMm i ane Doam e 0F Lenteddine tor A te

ente mp wez

NM.
{6) Non—27 TFW aircra’t maintain 1000°AZ, min Qltiti 92 He*wee = noi-%
G and J.
! Avoid Gran Guivieg Nanonc! Moaemen 4% 57 s BT84
NM.
8! Avoid ronch o SE'SEN 3T MW hy PN LU e L s -
19! Avoid by 2 ™at.
\0) Ranch 3-2VON eI
{b) Ranch 34 5.0 ASTLT W
{c} Ronch 42 ONICL25.0'W

{10} Avoud Ranch ot 34°27.0'N 104"33.C°'W by 2 N&t or 1002 aln
{11) Avord White Ocks, NM J4°45.0'N 105°44.0'W by 1.5 Nm or 1002
AGL
(12} Avoid by 1000° AGL or 1 NM:
{o) Ronch 34°54.0'N 103°50.0'W
() Ronch  34°22.0'N 104°05.0'W
{dRonch  34°S0.0°N 103°59.0'W
(d Romch  34°17.0'N 105°05.0'W
() Arec } NM sither side of o line from 3421.0'N 104°44.CW 1o
34°13.0'N 104°41.0'W.
{13) Aircroft not scheduled into R-5104./R-5105 must exit ot or pnor to
Point P.
(14) Deconfliction is by 27 TFW Scheduling.
(15} Route conflicts with IR-109, IR-113, 1R-128. 1R-133, IR-18C.
VR-176, ond YR-1195/1107. Consuit FLIP AP /1B chart for particulars.
{16) Uncharted/unchumed obstructions as of | July 87.
{a) Towers at:
34°59.5'N 104°08.0'W (200"
I€57.3'N 105°12.7°W (295)
33°50.0'N 103°45.0'W (125')
33°51.5'N 103°46.0'W 11007
IS ON IIIE D oW 207
34°09.0N 105'C4.8'W (125
35°0J.8'N 104°02.2'W (1500
34°50.5'N 102°44.2'W (200"
ALN8.8'N 105°46.2'W 12007
S5OT.IN 108S LW 1128
{b) Powerline [10C from 34"24.C0'N 03357 W e 24720
103°40.5'W to 34"27.5°'N 103°40.5°W 10 34°27.5N 10348 5 W o
34"26.5'N 103°51.5W 10 34°28.5'N 10T°S52'W s 347N
104°05.0'W 10 34°57.5'N 10437.0'W 1o 3STIL.O'N 104°55.5°W 1o
35°06.5'N 104°58.0W 1o 3503.5'N 105.2.5W 1o 35°CS.ON
105°37.0'W.

FSS’s Within 100 NM Radius:

ABQ, TCC, LVS, DHT, LBB, ROW, MAF, TCS. CNM INV. Ama DMN ELP
GuP
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{4} Alternate Exit- €, G, and M.

i§' rformation as of December 1984

FSS's Within 100 NM Radlus:
EWI, CRW, AND, KTS, HKY, RDU, LOZ PKB, TRI, GSP, BLF, EKN, TYS,
FLO, CSY

VR-1743

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 343 TFW/DOOA, Shaw AFB, 5C 29152
AUTOVON 965-3250/3210.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 353 TFW/DOO (Advanced/Same Day)
Shaw AFB, SC 29152 AUTOVON 965-3083.

363 TFW/DOC (Atter Houn) Show AFB, SC 29152 AUTOVON
945-3329.

HOURS OF GPERATION: Confinuous.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

Cross at 15 AGL A MMV 054/49 36°58.0'N 8121.0W
O1AGLB ISAGLte B HMV 023/26 36°51.0'N 81°57.0'W
OVAGLB15AGLI0 C GIG 2041 36°45.0'N 82°05.0'W
OYAGLB 15AGLfo D HMY 302/34 36°42.0'N 82°45.0'W
0V AGLB 15AGLI0 E HMV 289734 36°35.0'N 82°49.0'W
O3 AGLB I5AGLIo F TYS071/44 361 1.0'N 83°03.0'W
03AGLB ISAGLI0 G TYS 085/36 35°59.0'N 83°10.0'W
O3AGLBI5AGLI0 H TYS 097/32 35°52.0'N 83"14.0'W
O3AGLB15AGLI0o | TYS 109/35 35°44.5'N 83"12.0'W
O3AGLBISAGLto J TYS 124741 3533.0'N 83°10.0'W

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized from A to J.
ROUTE WIDTH - 5 Nm sither side of centerline for entire route.

Special Operating Procedures:

(1) VR-1743 will not be flown unless the circrew has filed for IR~743 and
procedural problems ore d. I retused entry into IR-743, please
call 363 TFW/DOOA with time ond reason entry was refused.

(2) See Speciol Operating Procedures for IR-743 for other route informo-
fion.

{3) Alternate Entry: C ond D.

(4) Alternate Exit: € and M.

(5] Information as of December 1986

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
CRW, AND, HTS CSV, HKY, RDU, PKB, LOZ TRI, GSP, BLF, EKN, TYS,
ATL

VR-1751

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: COMMATWING ONE, NAS Oceana Vie-
ginia Beach, VA 23460 AUTOVON 433-2211/Ext 114.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: FACSFAC VACAPES, Oceana, VA 23440
ASTOVON 433-285' /Ext 228.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.

VI A ITeE S
oA LY

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist
As assigned to A LY 02629
I0AGLBISAGLI® B LYN345/18
OSAGLB 15AGLY C ROA 052722
SFC B 15 AGL 1o D BXW4l/14
SFCB 15AGL € BLF 30313
SFCB15AGL 10 F GG 040.16
SFCB 15 AGL 1o ‘G NP 033.17
M
]
J
K
L

Lat/Long
IT4AZON 7900w
I7TI2.ON 79°22.0W
ATVELON 79°44.0'W
ATTI7.ON BO°S5.0'wW
3725.0'N 81724.0'W
34'58.0'N B4 W
37 40N 8220w
3§°09.0N B2°23.0'W
38°09.0'N 81°11.0'W
38IC.O'N 60°36.0'W
38°04.0'N 76°22.0'W
37°33.0N 78°44.C'W

05 AGL 8 15 AGL 1o ECB 093725
05 AGL B 15 AGL %o BKW 350/22
SFCB 15AGL 8KW 053/34
SFCB 15 AGL LYH 358/49
SFCB 15 AGL O LYW 057/29

TERRAIN FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Avthorized C to G ther
il

ROUTE WIDTH =5 Nm aither side of centesi n from A 20 3. 2 N~
left and 5§ NM night of centeriine rom & 1o §: § N e "3+ uide of cpntaring
from E 1o J: 5 NM jafr and 4 NM right of cenre.iine ror _ e b 3 N m
left and 1 NM righr of centerline érom ¥ tc L.

Special Operating Pocesures,

{1} Ali~ sgee Entry “Exor: G,

(2} A~ pt contoct Koorcke (=) or London {5} 555 on J85.< v ot an
try/ex timas prior fo entry.

{3) All routs reservations and briefings, inciuding weekenc flights mus: be
made through FACSFAC VACAPES, AUTOVON 433-2351 /Ext 228

{4) Extensive heficopter operations entire route.

{5) A~B avoid private airport (Flatwood] 37°44'N 78°58'W.

(6) Avoid Springwood Gliderport (37°31.5'N 79°41.5'W), vicinity of Pt C.
Remain right of centerline. Glider octivity on Saturdoys, Sundoys, ond
Woednesdoys from 0900 to sunset, surfocs fo 14,000.

{7} E-F ovoid Welch Municipol Airport west of E, Richlond Airport north
of F.

(8) F~G VR-1751 crosses iR-075 and VR-093 between Pt F and Pt G and
agoin between Pt G and Pt H. VR-1751 crosses IR-079 ot P+ G.

(9) G—H avoid Mingo Co Airport.

(10) W powerk d t Charleston Approoch on
259.1/257.8 ond give estimoted time of omival ot H ond 1.

{11) I=J ovoid Summersville Airport, New River Gorge Airport, private air-
port 38°08'N 81°03'W,

{12) J-K minimum oltitude over Craigsville (K) is 4000° MSL VR-1751 cross-
o8 VR-1756 twice (=K, K—L) at forward of abeom angiles.

(13) Avoid private agirport (Bath Alum) west of Pt K.

(14} K=L Avoid Fatwood Airport and Starr Airport northwest of Pr L
115) VR-096 conflict: hgad—-on with VR-175) from 18 NM northwes' ol
Pt L untii the end of the route. Contac: 362 TFW tor VR—C252 fign- imeormz
fion (AUTOVON 965-3083 or 965-3339 ofrer hours).

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
PMF, HTS, GEP, ECG. RW1, TRL. JST, CRW HKY, DCa TYS ADC W'
RDU, BLF, AGC. MRB. PKB, EKN, CAY, LUK

VR-1752

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: COMMATWING ONE NAS Oceanc Ve
ginio Beach, VA 23440 AUTOVON 433-2211Ext it4.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: FACSFAC VACAPES, NAS Oceone AU-
TOVON 433-2851/Ext 228.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.
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POUTE CESCRIPTION:

Mutude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Llong
As osugned to A Cvilzg M 8°17.0N 76°41.0'W
Q5 AGLB 15AGLIe B TYI 066723 36M10.0N TTI2.0°W
05 AGLB Y5AGLI® € tVL235'N 36"28.0'N 78°22.0'W
C5AGLB 1SAGL D SBV 05520 36°53.0'N 78°42.0'W
CSAGLB IS5AGLI £ SBV 305/22 36°53.0'N 79"24.0W
05 AGL B 15 AGL 10
22 NM gost of F
Then SFC B 15 AGL 0 F  ROA 178/34 38'47.0'N 8C700.0W
SFC B 15 AGL 1o G PSK 153/20 36°48.0'N 80°29.0'W
SEC B i5AGL 10 H GSO 297/83 36°24.0'N 80°59.0'W
SFCB IS AGL Y I MMV 069/31 36%39.0'N 81°32.0'W
SFCB 15AGL ™ J  BLF 187/25 36°53.0'N 81°14.0'W
SFCB815AGL 10 K PSK 187/07 34°58.0'N 80°43.0'W
SEC B 15 AGL until
35 NMm gast of K then
05 AGLBI5AGL L LYM 234/19 37°03.0'N 79"32.0'W
05 AGL 3 15AGL 0 M SBV 038-23 37°00.0'N 78°45.0'W
3 +GuB15AGLIe N FKN 265/28 36%36.I'N 77°35.0'W
CErxCiLB15AGLI O FKN 147710 36°35.0'N 76°52.0'W

TESRAIY FOLLOWING OPERATIONS: Authorized 22 NM east

oo oem 28w ener of K.

REDTE VD TH=4 NM left and  NM right of centeriine ‘rom A to B;
4 Na: asher side of conterine from 8 1o C; 1 NM sither ude of centeriine
frem C to D; 4 NM left and 3 NM right of centerline from D to E; 4 NM
eifner ucde of centerdine from E to G, 3 NM either side of centerline from
G fo J; 4 NM gither side of centerline from J to M; 2 NM lefr ond 4 Nm
right of centeriine from M to O.

Special Operating Procedures:

{1) Alternate Entry: O, F, H, J, L

{2) Alternate Exit: D, F, H, J, L N.

(3) Contoct Newport News (P A) or Hickory Py 1) S5 on 255.4 with En-
try /Exit times prior to route entry.

(4) All route reservations and briefings, including weekend flights, must be
mode through FACSFAC VACAPES, AUTOVON 433-2851/Ext 228.

(5) 8—C. Scotlond Neck Airpert 36°11'N 77°24'W; Warren County Airport.
(6) Minimum 2000° AGL over Worrenton 36°24'N 78°09'W.

(7} C~D avoid Lokefield, Menrifield, Marks, Chase City Airports.

(8) VR--1758 is head on with YR-1752 at Pt C.

(91 D—E. Avoid Jetferson-Watson Airport 2 NM south of Pt E.

{10) F=G. Avoid Bush Airport.

{}1) G=L Extensive HELO operations.

{12} J=K. Remain south of centeriine to avoid Echo Volley Airport 38"56'N
81°03'W ond Wytheville Hospital.

113 Farmvilie MC A active from sunrise 10 0930 ond 1500-170C mondoy
through Frigoy, from 300" AGL 1 - 5000°MSL. Woshington ARTCC control-
ling *requency is 317.7. Coll ITFW AUTOVON 574-2303 for flight infor-
matior regarding MOA flight operations.

(14} K=, Extremely noise - altitude sensitive arec. Avoid Floyd Agricultural
Energy Zoopergnive {with 130 AGL tower) gt 36°58.5'N 80"15.C'W by
100C" aG. or 1 NM. Avoid town and private girport to the north 36°59'N
79°56'W.

(15) Ensure strict odherence to route altitudes over Smith Mountain Lake.
{14) L-M. Avoid fown of Long Istkand 37°04'N 79°05'W.

{17} M~N. YR-1060/VR-1041 is heod on to VR-1752. Contact 363
TFW /DOOS AUTOVON 965-2353 or 965-3339 for flight information.
(18} N=O. Avoid Mann Airport.

Fec - within 100 NM Radius:
3. SBY OCA, FLO, GSP, ECG. MKY, BLF, AND, TYS, RWI, ROU, EKN,
HIS, MRB. CRW, TRi, PKB, EWN, LOZ

VR-1753

ORIGINATIRG ACTIVITY: 2o mma™w NG ONE NAS Diszar oo
gruc Beocn, VA 23400 AUTOVON 4335-2211/Ex! 114

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: FACSFAC YACAPES. NAS Oceone Vir-
ginic Beoch AUTOVON 433-2851 Ext 228.

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long

As assigned A CCV 11611 I7IBON75470W
10AGLB 15AGLI0 B MCM08i/15 37"31.0N 78°25.0'W
10AGLB 15AGLIe C HPW 223/16 37°07.0N 7T19.0'W
OSAGLB I3AGLYe D FXN 225/08 36"36.0'N 77°07.0'W
05AGLB 15AGL € Cvi 3280V 36°23.0'N 76°53.0'W
OSAGLB 15AGLIe F Cvi 16672} 34°03.0'N 78742 0'W
OSAGLB15AGLY G CV! 162729 £°56.0'N 78735 O'W
05 AGLB ISAGLte H Cvi 156 & 3S4EINTLZZ T w

ROUTE WIDBTH ~ 3 Nm either side of zenterline from A tc €. 5 ~w
either side of centerline from C 1o F; 2 N# either 3ide of cemteing fenm
F to G: 3 N either side of centerine fror: G to M

Special Jperating Procecures:

{1} Alterncte Entry: C, E.

{2) Alternate Exit: G.

(3] Attempt contoct Newport News FSS on 255.4 with Entry Exit hmes pri-
or to entry.

{4) AR route reservations and briefings, including weekend flights must be
made through FACSFAC VACAPES, AUTOVON 433-2211 “Ext 228.
(5) A<B. Avoid Eostville 12 NM W of Pt A

{6) Extensive fish—spotter traffic between A and B, surfoce to 5000° MSL,
April 16 November.

{7} Avoid Walter Reed Hospital near Gloucester, Pr B 37°25'N 76732'W.
(8) 8-C. Avoid Wiliamsburg; avoid Gloucester Airport.

{9} Avoid Petersburg, Pt C. .

{10} Remain north of canterline 5 NM prior to Pt C to avoid Disputanto by
3 NM.

(11} Parallel troffic with VR-1713 between O and H. Contoct 113th TFW
AUTOVON 83584171 for flight information.

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
PHE, RDU, ECG, EWN, RWI, DCA, MRB, MIV, SBY

VR-1754

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: COMMATWING ONE. NAS Sceane vir-
ginic Becch, VA 2346C AUTOVON 433-2271/Ex s

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: FACSEAC VACAPES, Ocsonc. vA AU
TOVON 433-285)"Exr 228

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Aftitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
05 ASLB ISAGL: A CCY 305/00 ATTOON TN OW
SECB 15 AGL to B HGMCTS4.'5 377N TEIOW
SFC 8 15 AGL o C B8RV 23025 38°01.0'N TT42.0'W
15 AGL % 0 GVE 330/20 IP19.0'N 78°26.0'W
15AGL®
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FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
OGNV, JAX, ORL, PIE, §5i, VLD, VRS

VR-1040

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: CG MCAS CHERRY POINT, Cherry Point,
NC 28533 AUTOVON 582-4040./4041.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: CG mCAS CHERRY POINT CENTRAL
SCHEDULING CENTER, Cherry Point, NC 28533 AUTOVON
582-4040/404).

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continvous.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lat/Long
As ossigned to M 229/36 540N 78°22.0°W
05 AGL B 15 AGL 1o im 292/20 3426.1'N 78°16.0'W
02 AGL B 15 AGL %o FLO 072/37 3427.0N 7E°58.0'W
02 AGL B 15 AGL 10 FLO 19029 33°45.0'N 79°44.0'W
02 AGL B 15 AGL 1o CHS 02239 3331.0'N 79°49.0'W
02 AGL B 15 AGL 10 CHS 015,27 33°20.0'N 79°57.0'W
02 AGL B 15 AGL 10 CHS 31823 33°09.0'N 80°22.0'W
02 AGL B 15 AGL to NBC 125/15 37°20.0'N 80°28.0'W
05 AGLB 15 AGL to SAV 151/18 31°54.0'N 80°56.0'W
02 AGLB 15 AGL to $S! 030731 31731.0°N 81°11.0'W
02 AGLB 15AGL to JVC 106724 30°15.0'N 81°04.0W
02 AGL 8 15 AGL 10 OMN 345725  29°42.0'N 81*14.0'W
02 AGLB 15AGL OMN 288/19  29°24.0'N 81°27.0'W
02 AGLB 15AGL 10 OMN 283/22  29°23.0'N 81'31.0W

z;c-xo..—:o'nmonc)

ROUTE WIDTH ~ 2 NM either side of centerfine from A 10 D; 3 NM
lo#t ond 1 NM right of centeriine from D 1o E; 3 NM aither side of centerline
from € to H; 4 NM left and 1| NM right of centerdine from M to |; 3 NM
sither side of centerfine from | to N.

Special Operating Procedures:

{1) CAUTION: Intensive civil aircraft near Hillon Heod Airport.

(2) CAUTION: intensive low alfitude helicopter ops between Pgint J 1o L
in W~158E ond W-~158W.

{3) Ahernate Entry: 3, G, H ond |.

{4} Alternate Exit: M, 1, L, ond M.

(5) 2049 MSL tower located ot 34°07'51°N 7811V 16°W.

(8} Schedule 0700-1630 locol Mon—Fri.

{7) 1009 AG. tower iocoted ot 33°05°06° N BC™22 14" W, jess thon 1 Nw
off centerfine, between Points G ond H.

{8) Do not fly within 1 NM of Harbor, Hunting or Fripp islonds (near Point
H) below 1500 AGL

(9) Noise sensitive areo: vicinity of 32°41'25°N 80°25'38°W. Remain !
NM waest of centeriine between Pt G ond H. See note {8)

FSS's Within 100 NM Radlus:
AND, CHS, CRE, EWN, FLO, GNV, GSP, HKY, JAX, MCN, ORL, PIE, RDU,
RWI, SAV, 5JU, §Si, VLD, VRS

VR-1041

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: CG MCAS CHERRY POINT, Cherry Point,
NC 28533 AUTOVON 382—4040/4041,

[ o X [ Ll ol
‘V’F’ | G

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: C5 MZAS CHERRY POINT CENTRAL
SCHEDULING  TENTER. CThemy ®oinr WO 2BEZ0 #0707 T+
58240404041,

HOURS OF OPERATION: Continuous.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

ARhitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/GClst Lat/Long
02AGLB15AGi™® A NBC 110718 32°23.C N 80°23.0'W

See Special Operating

Procadures 8 CHS 15916 ITI00N 79754 O'W
02AGLB15AGL1I0 C CHS 0B536 33°C0.0'N 79720.0'W
02AGLB15AGL D CHSO77/43 33 C7.ON 7914w
02AGLB 15AGLI® E CHS 060/36 33V14.0N 79°27.0'W
02AGLB 15AGLe F CHS 015/27 3320.0'N 79°57.0'W
02AGLB 1SAGLY G CHS 318/23 33°06.0'N 80°22.0'W
02AGLB 1SAGLte H NBC 06915 J2°I6.0'N B2°25.C'W
02AGLB15SAGLIo | NBC 11018 32°2C0NB2ED W
OS5 AGLB10AGLI0 J SAVIS1/18 UELONETSAL -
02 AGLB 15AGLTe K SE 03031 ITIONBITIT DWW
02 AGLB15AGLe L JVC 1062 SOTESN EVCA T
02AGLB5AGLts M OMN 34525 IR ONF ;W
02 AGLB IS AGLIe N OMN 230 '3 (Y Btk v
0 AGL B3 15 AGL0 C OwN 282 2T IR YT T e

ROUTE WIDTH = 3 Nm cither sice of conreine fram A rm = J "o
right and 1 NM left of centerline from H to i; 3 MM either sioe o centeri:ng
from | 10 O.

Special Operating Procedures:

(1) 1500° AGL until 3 NM past Point A ond then mointain 200" AGL 1o
1500’ AGL Do not fly closer than 1 NM from the coast ot Point B below
1500° AGL

(2) Do not fly within 1 NM of Harbor, Hunting or Fripp lslonds (Necr Points
A/1) below 1500 AGL

(3) CAUTION: intensive civil aircraft ops neor Hilton Heod Airport.

(4) CAUTION: intensive low altitude helicopter ops between Points J and
L In W-158E ond W-158F.

(5) Alternate Entry: Points D, G, H and |.

(6) Alternate Exit: Points €, F, M, I, L, and M.

{7) Schedule 07001630 local Mon—Fri.

(8) 1009’ AGL tower located at 33°05°06" N 80°22°14°W, less than | Nm
oft canteriine, between Points G ond H.

(9) Noiss sensitive area: vicinity of 32°41°25°N 80"25'38°W_ Remain !
NM west of conterline between Pt G ond H. See note (8).

FSS’s Within 100 NM Radius:
ANT CHS. CRE FLC. GNV, GSP JAX mIN QR BIf Sav 5% °.©
VRB

VR-1043
ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: CG MCAS CHERRY POINT, Cherry Pcint
NC 28533 AUTOVON 582-4040/4041.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: CG MCAS CHERRY POINT CENTRA;
SCHEDULING CENTER, Cherry Point, NC 28533 AUTOVON
582-4040/4041.

HOURS OF OPERAT!ON: 0700-2300 iocal daiiy.
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Aritucte Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist

As assigned fo A NKT 26279
02 AGLB 'SAGLI0 B NKT 215/28
C2AGLB'SAGLIe C [m 193/33
Q5 AGLB 15AGLI® D Im 229/36
0SAGLB 15AGL E 1w 292/20
Q2 AGLBISAGL® F FLO 072/37
C2AGLB 15AGLI® G FO 026720
02 AGLB'S5AGL 10 H FHO 316/
!
3
K
L
M
N
N

Lat/Long
3£52.0'N TT04.0'W
34730.0N 77M10.0'W
3TCR.IN TT°58.6'W
3354.0'N 78°22.0'W
3L26.1°N 78°16.0'W
34°27.0'N 78°58.0'W
AL2.0N 79°30.0W
3€I50'N 8T0T.0'W

02 AGL B 15 AGL 10 FLO 29332 34°25.0'N 80"16.0W
02 AGL B 15 AGL 0 FLO 236/21 34°01.0'N 80°00.0'W
C2AGLB IS AGL ™ FLO 121723 34TION 7915.0W
02 AGLB 15 AGL 10 RM 249/43 3£01.0'N 78°38.0'W
02 AGLB 15 AGL o Im 191/16 34°05.0'N 77°54.0W
02 AGLB 15 AGL 0 NKT 143/26 IFIS0ON 767%2.0W

05 AGLB 15AGL O 1 NKT 120/20 34°45.5'N 076"31.0'W
ROUTE WIETH = 2 NM sither side of canterline from A 1o i | NM
eihe: nde of centeriine from | 1o X; 2 NM either side of centerine from
Kto O

Spesial Sperating Procsdures:

Deinimur 2ititede 1000 AGL from A until 15 NM past A
i 3rmwemation of W=1221 (Pt A 1o Pt C to Pt M to Pt N) requires approvai
TAZSFALC Vacapes VAL AY 433-2851.
15, Atternate Entry: D, Eand K
(4} Aiternate Exit: C, M and N.
{5) 2049° MSL Tower located ot 34°V7°'51°N 78°11'16° W,
(&) Minimum olﬁ'u_do 1000° AGL From X until 10 NM post K.
) Minimum oltitude 1500° AGL from 20 NM prior fo M until 5 NM post
M. {Noise Seniitive Area).
(8) Minimum aititude N to N1 750’ AGL {Noise Semsitive Area 34°47°00°N
076°34'00°W.
{9) Note: 1 June to 1 Sept: Minimum aititude 1500° AGL 5 NM prior to
N until N1, Sar-Sun (Noise Sensitive Area).
(10} Clecrance into R5J08A does not constitute cleorance onto BT-11. Air-
crews must have scheduled range time. See Note (12) BT-11 range control
{UHF 317.1}
{11) Avoid towns ond populated areas by 1 NM or overfly 1000’ AGL
Avoid airports by 3 NM or overly 1500° AGL.
{12) Contoct schedufing ogency 0700-1630 local Mon-Fri, for scheduling
ond route brief.
{13} Tie in flight service station: New Bern (255.4)

FSS's Within 100 NM Radlus:
AND, CHS, CRE, ECG, EWN, FLO, GSP, HKY, PHF, RDU, RWI, SAV

.
N el

YR-1046

ORIGIMATING ACTIVITY: CG MCAS CHERRY POINT, Cherry Point,
NC 28533 AUTOVON 582-4040/ 4041,

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: CG MCAS CHERRY POINT CENTRAL
SCHECUL 'G  CENTER, Chery Point, NC 28533 AUTOVON
5824040, 4041,

HOURS OF QPERATION: 0790-2300 local daily.

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

Altitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist Lai/long

As assignec © A NKT 24516 ILALCNTTI00W
15 AGL B NKT 271718 JL5Z0NTTISSW
(See Special Operating

Procedures) C GS8 w2 3506.0N TTIEC W
02 AGL 8 15 AGL D GSB 213720 3SDICN TBCTOW
02 AGL B 15 AGL E  GSB 27433 352CCN 78380 W
15 AGL F RDU 1%0/15 AS40.ON TEITOW
15 AGL G RDU 07318 3559.CN 7826.0W
02 AGL B 15 AGL H  RDU 072/3) VAN TE2.0W
02 AGL 8 15 AGL I TYI 001 /9 36°08.O0N 7T L2 0'W
05 AGL 8 15 AGL J  TY1 098,32 3T ONTTCIOW
05 AGL 8 15 AGL K NKT 006’41 35°35.0'N 74°52.0'w
05 AGL B 15 AGL L NKT 009/24 3518.0'N 76°51.0'W
05 AGL B 15 AGL L1 NKT 024/2) 3514.0N 768°44.5W

ROUTE WIDTH = 1 NM either side of centerline.
Special Operating Procedures:

{1} Minimum o'~'tude 1500 ft AGL untii & MM p31r & extcoy ve ne. 2ones-
activity} then 52 AGLE 1S AGLto C

{2} Airerncte Frory. C €, Hana L

i{3: Altemcte Exir B, X gn2 L.

{4; Aircraft entering ar P E, avoio ovefugh of Duan Nl

(5) Altenote entry ot Pt L. aurhorized for *rarumor trom N o 574

(6) Points E, F 1o G noise sensitve.

(7) Minimum oftitude 10 AGL 8 15 AGL 5 NM prior to P1 K unti: 5 N#s pase
Pt K.

(8) Minimum altitude 05 AGL B 15 AGL from Pt { 1o Pr L},

{9) Contoct Cherry Point Approach Control for clearance into R-5306.
(10) Clearance into R-5306 does not constitute clearance into BT-11. Air-
crews must have scheduled range time. See note (12). BT-11 range control
(UNF 317.3).

(11) Avoid fowns ond populated areos by 1 NM or overfly 1000° AGL.
Avoid arpt by 3 NM or overfly 1500° AGL

(12) Contact scheduling ogency 0700-1630 Mon—Fri for scheduling and
route brief.

{13) Tie in FSS: New Bem (255.4).

FSS's Within 100 NM Radius:
CRE, ECG, EWN, FLO, HKY, PHF, RDU, ’RW!

VR-10489

ORIGINATING ACTIVITY: 363 TFW - DOOA. Show aFE 52 25152
AUTOVON 965-3250.

SCHEDULING ACTIVITY: 363 TFW DOO Advance Some Oav.
Show AFB ST 29152 AUTOVON 965-3083, ofter hou~: AuTC -ON
965-3339.

HOURS OF OPERATION: intermittent 120003362 — ~ .
ROUTE DESCRIPTION:

ARitude Data Pt Fac/Rad/Dist
As assigned to A DBN 05O 44
O1AGLB I5AGL0 8 D8N 05138
01 AGLB15AGL C DBN 025/)
Alterncte Exit/ Entry: 8
01AGLB1SAGLI® B DBNOS1/38
01 AGLB 15AGL 81 DBN 043/47

Lat/tong
32'56.5 N 62706 O'W
32°58.2N E2°15.0'W
A332.0N 8550w

32°58.2'N 82°15.0'W
J3308.0'N 82°12.5'W

R G G S U AR Sy My e ) s B A AaEm s AR eS8 e




APPENDIX B
MILITARY TRAINING ROUTE MAPS
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APPENDIX C
FREQUENCY SPECTRA FOR F-15 AIRCRAFT
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