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when only trivel timie data wie w538, a5 in seismic tomoegraphy, because diffraction effects,
including focusing and defocusing, may influence the measurement of phase arrivals and
the correlation between signals in an amay.

Itis generally appreciated that later arrivals contain important information about the seis-
mic source and about the earth’s structure. The anival times ot later phases reported 6 the
I1SC have been used for tomographic studies of the carth’s deep interior. by several work-
ers. However, the quality of these ISC data (as well as other data) hus not been properly
assessed. For example, it1s clear that the data set is incomplete due 10 missing detections,
but it is not clear whether and in which way this will bias inferences from these data. It is
expected that the statistics of later arrivals depend not only on the type of phuase but also
on the performance of the stations reporting this phase. As a first step 1o evaluate these
aspects, bulletin data produced by the large arrays LASA and NORSAR have been ana-
lyzed; these arrays can be considered representative of high-quality stations. The phases
PcP and PKKP were analyzed, as the detections of these phases were sufficiently numer-
ous to produce meaningful statistics. The results of the investigation are given in para-

araph 2.2,

Synthetic seismograms may provide a better undesstanding of wave propagation in com-
plex media. A novel scheme for computing 2D synthetics based on numerical solutions of
the elastic wave equation using finite-difference techniques has been presented in a previ-
ous contribution, Recently this scheme has been generalized to models with free surface
tomography, and in paragraph 2.3, the usefulness of synthetic seismogram analysis to elu-
cidate wave propagation in the crust and mantle lithosphere is demonstrated. Synthetics
are computed for models with increasing structural complexities using a laterally homoge-
neous lithosphere model as a refrence. The results are displayed in the form of synthetic
seismograms, as well as snapshots at 20 sec lapse time. The most important result of these
exercises is that the synthetics share dominant wavefield characteristics with seismograms
stemming from real recordings of local events, even for relatively simple models of the
lithosphere. For example, for many models, the coda excitation relative to the amplitudes
of major P- und S-phases is roughly similar 1o that in real recordings. A practical conse-
quence is that caution should be exercised in reporting weak secondury phases.

Paragraph 2.4 summarizes the status of development of the Northern Lurope Regional
Array Network. During the fall of 1992, two new small-aperture airavs weie added to this
network. The new wrays are located nea: Apatity on the Kola Peninsula of Russia. and on
the Arctic island of Spitsbergen. Data from these two new wiray facilities are now being
integrated into the Intelligent Monitoring System, for processing jointly with dati from the
NORESS. ARCESS. FINESA and GERESS arrays.
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Preface

Under contract o, £49620-C-89-0038, NTNF/NORSAR has been conducting rescarch
within a wide range of subjects relevant to seismic monitoring. The emphasis of the
research grogram has been on developing ard assessing methods for processing of duta
recorded by networks of small-aperture arvays and 3-component stations, for events boih
at regional and teleseismic distances. In addition, more general seismological research
topics have been addressed.

This Scientific Report No. 15 is the final report for this four-year effort. It contains tour
separate contributions relating to research performed during the final year of the contract
as well as abstracts for the investigations submitted as quarterly technical reports during
FY92.

NORSAR Contribution No. 482




Hasie Sesmolopral Rescach vt i 0

1 Summary

This Final Report describes the work accomplished under Contract No. F49620-C-8Y-
0038 during the final year of the contract. The report contains 4 separate contributions
(paragraphs 2.1 through 2.4), as well as abstracts of the investigations submitted as quar-
terly technical reports during FY92 tparagruph 2.5).

A systematic analysis of teleseismic P-wave ravel ume and amplitude variations across
the NORSAR wruy described in paragraph 2.1 reveals that (i) SP time and amplitude
anomalies are related, (1) SP and LP time variations are only pawtly related, and Gin 1P
amplitude variations are very small. The common portuon of the SP and LP tume residuals
can be explained by large-scale structures like a dipping Moho. The frequency depen-
dence of the variations, as well as the relation between SP time and amplitude anomulies,
indicates the significance of wavefield diffraction by subsurface structures. When map-
ping these structures it is thus appropriate to take diftraction into account. This 1s true even
when only travel time data are used, as 10 seismic tomography. because diffraction effects,
including focusing and defocusing, may influence the measurement of phase wrivals and
the correlation between signals in an wray.

Itis generally appreciated that later arvivals contain important information about the seis-
mic source and about the earth’s structure. The arival times of later phases reported to the
ISC have been used for tomographic studies of the earth’s deep interior, by several work-
ers. However, the quality of these 1SC data (as well as other data) has not been properly
assessed. For example, itis clear that the data set is incomplere due to missing detections,
but it is not clear whether and in which wuy this will bias inferences from these data. Tuis
expected that the statistics of later arrivals depend not only on the type of phase but also
on the performance of the stations reporting this phase. As a first step to evaluate these
aspects, bulletin data produced by the lurge arvays LASA and NORSAR have been ana-
lyzed: these wrays can be considered representative of high-quality stations. The phases
PcP and PKKP were analyzed, as the detections of these phases were sufficiently numer-
ous to produce meaningtul statistics. The results of the investigation are given in para-
graph 2.2

Synthetic seismograms may provide a better understanding of wave propagation in com-
plex media. A novel scheme for computing 2D synthetics based on numerical solutions of
the elastic wave equation using finite-ditterence techniques has been presented in a previ-
ous contribution. Recently this scheme has been generalized to models with tree surface
tomography, and in paragraph 2.3, the usctulness of synthetic seismogram analysis o elu-
cidate wave propagation in the crust and mantle lithosphere is demonstrated. Synthetics
are computed for models with increasing structural complexities using a laterally homoge-
neous lithosphere maodel as a refrence. The results are displayed in the form of synthetic
seismograms, as well as snapshots at 20 sec lapse time. The most important result of these
exercises is that the synthetics share dominant wavefield characteristics with seismograms
stemming from real recordings of local events, even for relatively simple models of the
lithosphere. For example, for many models, the coda excitation relative to the amplitudes
of major P- and S-phases is roughly similar to that in real recordings. A practical conse-
quence 1s that caution should be exercised in reporting weak secondary phases.
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Paragraph 2.4 summurizes the staws of development of the Northern Lurope Regionul
Array Network. During the full of 1992, two new small-aperture wrivs were added to this
network. The new arays wre located near Apatity on the Kola Peninsula of Russia, and on
the Arctic 1sland of Spitsbergen. Data from these two new wray facilities are now being
integrated into the Intelligent Monitoring System, for processing jointly with data from the
NORELSS, ARCESS, FINESA und GERESS arrays.
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2 Summary of Technical Findings and Accomplishments

2.1 Relation between time and amplitude variations at the NORSAR
array

[ntroduction

The pattern of wavel time residuals across the NORSAR wray has been studied exten-
stvely in the past, with the aim to improve the process of locating telescismic events, For
this purpose Berteussen (1974) constructed 4 time correction table from SP P-wave resid-
uals at the 22 subwrrays for 94 difterent incident wave directions. The residuals are
defined, as 1s common, as the difference between observed (detected) and theoreticul
(model) arrival or waveform delay times. Later this correction table was also used to
determine the 3D velocity structure beneath NORSAR by seismic tomography (e.g., Aki
et al, 1977). It is well known that the SP data also exhibit strong amplitude variations
across the wray. A relation between time and amplitude variations may be expected on
physical grounds and would be diagnostic of the type of 3D subsurface structure, but such
a relation has not been experimentally determined. Here we will describe experimental
results of reanalyzing the time and amplitude variations at NORSAR.

The dara

The waveforms from 86 events of Berteussen’s (1974) data set could be retrieved from the
data base at NORSAR. The remainder of the events used by Berteussen was either no
longerretained at NORSAR, or the signal-to-noise ratio was considered unacceptably low,
or the epicentral distances were less than 30°, We omitted these short distances in order to
avoid that our results are influenced unduly by the (4060 and 650 km) upper mantle discon-
tinuities, We then added the data from 29 other events which were selected so a to achieve
the best possible coverage of the incident wave directions. The coverage of our final SP
data set is not significantly difterent from that of Berteussen (1974). We also extracted LP
data it anly 31 of the 115 events of our SP duata set had useful LP waveforms, due to
reduced signal-to-noise ratio. Fig. 2.1.1 displays the SP and LP slowness solutions, which
can be considered a measure of the incident wave directions. In order to list methods of
measuring travel time residuals, and to get a detailed view of the pattern of both time and
amplitude anomalies, we acquired an additional data set from a cluster of events in the
Kurile Islands, at 709 distance from the array. We selected SP data from 19 events, and LP
data from 6.

For the purpose of measuring travel time residuals, we found that an iterative method of
cross-correlating subarray beam waveforms with the array beam, a method similar to the
one originally used at NORSAR. works well for the SP data, but the LP results were
obtained by replacing cross-correlation by least-squares waveform fitting, allowing both
the time Jag and the amplitude ot the waveforms to vary. Our procedure of waveform fit-
ting minimizes the difference between subarray and array beams. The data windows used
in these methods were about 1.5 times the dominant signa period, i.e., 1.5 s for SP data

P
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and 30 s for P data. Note that these methods produce residuals relative to the wray beam,
which can be regarded as an average over the awiray.

Time and amplitude variations

Fig. 2.1.2 shows the time and amplitude variations across the wvay, of SP and LP P waves
from he Kurile Islands events. We did not plot the LP amplitude variations as these were
very small. Fig. 2.1.2 illustrates well the Lirge SP anomalies in both time (~1 5) and amph-
tude (~ factor 10). The pattern of variations suggests that early wrrivads tend to have smuall
amplitudes, whereas the wmplitudes of the later amivals ave less consistent. The LP time
residuals also show a systematic pattern, which is however different from the SP pattern;
the early arrivals in particular are less pronounced. Similar charactenstics can be inferred
from the data for all events. It is customary to express the variation of time residuals
across an array or network by means of the variance 6%. On average, o2 is about 0.044 §?
for the SP time residuals, and about 0.029 s? for the LP time residuals.

Fig. 2.1.3 shows the SP and LP residuals averaged over all events, for each of the 22 sub-
arrays. There is a clear east-to-west trend in both the SP and LP time residuals, with early
arrivals to the east and late wivivals to the west. This may be explained by a dipping Moho,
which is consistent with independent evidence of such a structure. Another prominent fea-
ture is the pattern of Lurge SP amplitudes in the northeast, which has no obvious counter-
partin the time residuals. This amplitude pattern wes recognized eartier and in fact played
a major role in the site selection of the NORESS array (Mykkeltveit et al, 1990).

The relation between SP ume and amplitude anomahes is shown in Fig. 2.1.4. Fig. 2.1.4a
15 the usual scatter diagram. In Fig. 2.1.4b the time residuals are binned and the amplitude
anomahies are averaged as a function of time residual. In Fig. 2.1.4¢ the ampliwde residu-
als are binned and the time residuals are averaged as a function of amplitude anomaly. The
pattern is in agreement with the results for one source region plotted in Fig. 2.1.2: There is
a clear relation between early wrivals and small amplitudes. High-amplitude arrivals tend
to be Late (g, 2.1.4¢), but late arrivals do not necessarily have high amplitudes (Fig.
2.1.4b). This suggests that, while focusing by low-velocity structures does vccur, the focus
is not necessarily near the surface. This interpretation is strengthened b, the synthetic daty
for a modei of the structure beneath NORSAR (@degaard and Doornbos, 1992); the pat-
terns of the synthetics plotted in Fig. 2.1.4 are very similar 10 the real data.

Conclusions

A systematic analysis of teleseismic P-wave travel time and amplitude variations across
the NORSAR wrray reveals that (1) SP time and amplitude anomalies are related, (ii) SP
and LP time variations are only partly refated, and (1) LP wnplitade variations are very
small. The common portion of the SP and LP time residuals can be explained by large-
scale structures like a dipping Moho. The frequency dependence of the variations, as well
as the relation between SP time and amplitude anomalies, indicates the significance of
wavefield diffraction by subsurface structures. When mapping these structures it is thus
appropriate to take diffraction into account. This is true even when only travel time data
are used, as in seismic tomography, because diffraction effects, including focusing and
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defocusing, may influence the measurement of phase wrivals and the conelation between
signals i an array.

E. Odegaard, Univ of Oslo
D.J. Doornbo,

Refercices:

Aki, K., A, Christoffersson and E.S. Husebye (1977): Determination of the three-dimen-
stonal structure of the lithosphere, J. Geophys. Res., 82, 277-296.

Berteussen, K.-A. (1974): NORSAR location calibrations and time delay corrections,
NORSAR Sci. Rep. 2-73/74.

Myhkeltveit, S., F Ringdal, T, Kverna and ROW. Alewine (1990): Application of regional
arays in seismic verification research, Bull. Seism. Soc. Am., 8OB, 1777-18040).
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2.2 Station performance in detecting later arrivals

Introduction

It is generally appreciated that later amrivals contain important information about the seis-
mic source and about the earth’s structure. The arrival times of later phases reported to the
ISC have been used for tomographic studies of the earth’s deep interior, by several work-
ers (e.g., Doornbos and Hilton, 1989). However, the quality of these ISC data (as well as
other data) has not been properly assessed. For example, it is clear that the data set is
incomplete due to missing detections, but it is not clear whether and in which way this will
bias inferences from these data (e.g., Vinnik and Dashkov, 1970). 1t is expected that the
statistics of later arrivals depend not only on the type of phase but also on the performance
of the stations reporting this phase. As a first step to evaluate these aspects, we have ana-
lyzed bulletin data produced by the large arrays LASA and NORSAR in the past; these
can be considered representative of high-quality stations. We selected time intervals dur-
ing which a detector was applied consistently, i.e., April 1969 - December 1970 for LASA
and April 1971 - August 1976 for NORSAR. We analyzed PcP and PKKP as the detec-
tions of these phases were sufficiently numerous to produce meaningful statistics. In this
report we are primarily concerned with the statistics of detections and amplitudes, and we
have conducted simulation experiments to explain the general characteristics of these data.
Travel time data will be presented elsewhere.

Detection characreristics

Fig. 2.2.1 summarizes the performance of LASA in detecting PcP. The results are based
on PcP detections for epicentral distances up to 60°. For larger distances there is an
increasing number of P coda arrivals that are misidentified as PcP; evidence for this is pro-
vided by inspecting the slowness solutions for these arrivals. For each event magnitude,
the number of detections was divided by the total number of events in the chosen distance
range (20-60°). The ratio is plotted as “detection rate”, which can vary between 0 and 1.
Also plotted is the averaged amplitude for each magnitude. In order to merge the data
from different events, magnitudes are adjusted s0 as to represent surface focus events, and
amplitudes are adjusted so as to represent PcP at 40° distance.

The following characteristics are apparent: At low magnitudes, the detection rate drops
sharply with decreasing magnitude, whereas amplitude levels off in this range. At higher
magnitudes the detection rate levels off (at a rate less than 1) and amplitude increases with
magnitude, slightly above the theoretical amplitude for a spherical earth model. The latter
result is of course dependent on the actual model used (in particular, on the impedance
contrast across the core-mantle boundary); the values shown here are for PREM.

The summary of PKKP detections at LASA (Fig. 2.2.2) displays similar characteristics.
The results are based on detections of the BC branch of PKKP in the distance range
between 80 and 120°, and the amplitudes are adjusted to a reference distance of 100°,
PKKP is an order of magnitude smailer than PcP, hence the PKKP detections occur for
larger event magnitudes. The PcP and PKKP detections at NORSAR are consistent with
the summary results for LASA, but detections do not extend to the same low magnitudes
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as for LASA., and there are less suitable events within 60Y from NORSAR und hence less
PcP data for this array.

Numerical simuluiions

Many of the detection characteristics of Luter phases can be understood as a consequence
of signal variations in the presence of noise. Rekdal and Doornbos (1992) simulated the
detection process under such circumstances and studied the effect on travel time residuals,
We have conducted similar experiments with the primary aim to explain the detection rate
and amplitude data (as displayed for PcP and PKKP). Signal variations are produced by
passing a seismic pulse through an aspherical structure. The aspherical part of the models
considered by Rekdal and Doombos is confined to a region at or near the core-mantle
boundary. Our experiments are based on the same models, although for the present pur-
pose the source of signal variations is immaterial; it is only required that the variations are
of the observed order of magnitude. We use a simple detection criterion, and declare a
detection when the amplitude of the pulse exceeds a prespecified threshold that depends
on the noise level. In order to acquire a statistical basis for our results, we apply the detec-
tor to a pulse at one given epicentral distance, for 25 different realizations of the aspherical
structure. The differences are generated simply by “phase shifting”, i.e., shifuing the max-
ima and minima of the perturbations in structure. For the models considered here, the
resulting signal amplitude variations are up to about a factor of 5.

We scale the results in relation to a reference amplitude for the spherical model. In order to
present the results in a form comparable to the real data, we introduce a reduced magni-
tude scale, and (arbitrarily) identify zero magnitude with unit amplitude for the spherical
model. Finally we have to specify the noise level or detection threshold on this scale. The
examples shown in Figs. 2.2.3 and 2.2.4 are based on a constant detection threshold equal
to unit amplitude for the spherical model. Fig. 2.2.3 shows results for PcP at 60° epicentral
distance, where the aspherical structure consists of a Jaterally varying boundary laver at
the base of the mantle (model 2 of Rekdal and Doornbos, 1992). Fig. 2.2.4 shows similar
results for PKKP at 100° epicentral distance, and the asphericity is here modeled by a iat-
erally varying core-mantle boundary at the point of underside reflection of the phase
(model 6 of Rekdal and Doornbos, 1992).

Detection rate and amplitude bias

Figs. 2.2.3 and 2.2.4 illustrate well some of the same characteristics as seen in the real
data: Toward low magnitudes the detection rate drops sharply and the amplitude levels off
to a value just above the noise level. Toward high magnitudes the detection rate levels off
to a constant value and log-amplitude increases in proportion to magnitude. However, two
differences with the real data should be noted: (1) The averaged amplitude of the synthet-
ics falls below the amplitude for a spherical model, and (2) the constant detection rate
equals 1 (i.e., all phases are detected), in contrast to the real data.

The relatively low amplitude average of the synthetics is probably due to our averaging
procedure. We averaged log-amplitudes, which is consistent with the usual assumption
that the amplitude distribution is log-normal (e.g., Vinnik and Dashkov, 1970). However,
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inspection of the synthetic data reveals that then disutbution is not fog-normual; it appears
that for these data, averaging amplitude squured {us a measure of energy) produces results
close to the values for a spherical model.

The difference in detection rate between the syntheues and the reul data can be explained
by our choice of constant background noise level in the simulations. A reasonable alterni-
tive might be to assume that the noise level increases with event magnitude since in the
context of detecting later wrivals, “noise™ is actually comprised of the coda of P. A himit
case is to adopt a model where the logarithm of coda level increases in proportion 10 mag-
nitude. The detection rate will then go to a constant less than 1, and the accompanying
amplitude average will be biased upward. For the purpose of estimating this bias we
assume, guided by the real data, a final detection rate of 50%. i.e., log rate = -0.3. For our
PcP model this detection level would be reached for a reduced magnitude near 0.15, and
the amplitude bias would be about 0.15 log-units (~40%). For the PKKP model, a detec-
tion level of 50% would be reached for a reduced magnitude near .25, and the associated
amplitude bias would be about the same as for PcP, i.e., about 40%. It remuins to be inves-
tigated how representative these values are for different models of signal variation.

D.J. Doornbos
T. Rekdal, Univ, of Oslo
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2.3 Visualizing seismic wave propagation in complex media

Synthetic seismograms may provide a better understanding of wave propagation in com-
plex media. In & previous contribution, we have presented a novel scheme for computing
2D synthetics based on the elastic wave equation. Its numerical solutions are obtained
using finite-difference (FD) techniques (Hestholm et al, 1992). Recently, the above
scheme has been generalized to models with free surface topography (Hestholm and
Ruud, 1993). In this contribution we demonstrate the usefulness of synthetic seismogram
analysis to elucidate wave propagation in the crust and mantle lithosphere.

Scatrering representation of the lithosphere

Traditionally, the earth is often modelled as a simple stratified medium, each of the layers
having constant physical properties. Seismograms from these models tend to match the
gross features of observational records but lack the variations in amplitude and travel time
and coda waves accompanying major arvivals. These features are symptomatic of scutter-
ing from small-scale changes in velocity and/or density that depend un the size, distribu-
tion and magnitude of the heterogeneities. For a better understanding of high-frequency (>
1 Hz) seismic wave propagation in the lithosphere structural system, realistic models must
include small-scale inhomogeneities. In contrast, the class of ray tracing synthetics for
crustal models even with many layers does not contain the coda-scattering wavelets typi-
cal of all observational records.

In the literature on seismic wave scattering, heterogeneous media are commonly described
in terms of a few physical parameters like thickness of the scattering layer, heterogeneity
correlation distance a (in case of spatial anisotropic correlation functions ay, a,) and heter-
ogeneity fluctuation (RMS). We may limit fluctuations to either velocity or density and
also introduce corrugated layer boundaries. In our models, the preference was for 2D von
Kirmdn inhomogeneous media realizations due to their versatility. For example, with
proper choice of the order parameter U we can generate both exponential and self-similar
inhomogeneous media models (Frankel and Clayton, 1986; Toksoz et al, 1988, Charette,
1991) as well as intermediate types. Also, 1D von Kidrman realizations proved convenient
for generating topography and corrugated Moho interfaces.

The basic model parameters are a crustal thickness of 35 km, and with a constant velocity
gradient both above and below the Moho, as illustrated in Fig. 2.3.1. P- and S-velocities
are related through the Poisson’s ratih of 0.25, and model densities are calculated from the
P-velocities via Birch's (1961) law. Iis our calculations of synthetics, the above basic
model has been perturbed in various ways (Table 2.3.1). An example of a model realiza-
tion ts shown in Fig. 2.3.2.

Elucidating wave propagation in a complex lithosphere

From the above model section we have that the number of potential complex lithosphere
models are legio. However, to get a proper understanding of the relative contributions
from the various parts of the lithosphere to the setsmogram we need to isolate these contri-
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butions. We have achieved this by computing synthetics for models with increasing struc-
tural complexities using a laterally homogeneous lithosphere model as a reference. The
synthetics here are depicted in Fig. 2.3.3 for both P- and S-sources (pure divergence and
curl sources, respectively, see Hestholm et al (1992) for details), and the seismograms here
are rather simila. to those obtained using ray-tucing techniques. The next steps, while
retaining large-scale structural featres, were to perturb the Moho interface and then to
introduce free surface topography. The results here are displayed in the form of synthetic
seismograms (Fig. 2.3.4, Moho corrugations) and snapshots at 20 sec (Fig. 2.3.5, wopogra-
phy). Obviously, Moho corrugations do not contribute much towards seismogram com-
plexities, not at least a few kilometers away from this boundary. On the other hand, free
surface topography conuributes significanily towards coda excitation in terms of efficient
P-to-Rg scattering. A non-flat surface will also affect the P-slowness measurements. A
smoothed version of the NORESS siting area topography could account for about half of
the observed anomalies for this array. Note that topography models (1D von Kdrman real-
izations with order 1.0 and 10 km correlation distance) with RMS exceeding 200 m are
difficult to handle numerically (Hestholm and Ruud, 1993).

The next steps in our analysis were to introduce velocity perturbations in either the mantle
lithosphere or in the crust. The corresponding synthetic seismograms wre presented in
Figs. 2.3.5 and 2.3.6, respectively. A remarkable feature in Fig. 2.3.6 1s the relatively
strong Pn- and Sn-phases. The velocity perturbations of the medium (a, = 10 km; a,= 2.5
km) are seemingly very efficient in scattering energy from the sub-Moho Pn wave up into
the crust. Moreover, P-coda comprises mainly P-to-P scattered wavelets from the mantle
lithosphere. For the inhomogeneous crust synihetics (Fig. 2.3.7) a rather dramatic effectis
the strong smearing of the major phases having their propagation paths within the crust.
The extent of waveform deformation is obviously proportional to the path length. As
usual, the P coda consists mainly of P-to-P scattered wavelets. P-to-Rg scattering is not
very efficient since the free surface is flat, although our models have a low-velocity layer
in the top crust as indicated in Fig. 2.3.1. From semblance analysis (these results are not
shown), we have that the S-coda is dominated by S-wavelets with average, apparent
velocities in the range 4.0-4.5 km 5L S-waves efficiently convert 1o P-phases by reflection
at the free surface, but regarding scattering from velocity perturbations P-to-S conversions
appear more efficient than S-to-P, in agreement with theory (Aki, 1992). However, since
P-10-8 scattering is most efficient for scattering angtles around 90 deg. the P-coda is almuost
devoid of S-wavelets,

Snapshots for a model where the entire lithosphere has indomized velocity perturbations
are shown in Fig. 2.3.8. The lapse times are 20 sec, while the S-source depths are at 2 and
20 km, respectively. A comparison with Fig. 2.3.5 (bottom) convincingly demonstrates
the protound smearing effect small-scale structural heterogenceities have on the seismo-
gram even tor short propagation distances of around 100 km. Also suiking is the effect of
focal depth at least for models with a positive velocity gradient in the crust. In other
words, for a shallow source, a considerable amount of the signal energy becomes trapped
in the uppermost crust. From semblance analysis of the synthetics (results not shown), we
have that the S-coda consists mainly of P-to-§ and $-10-S scattering wavelets. Some Rg-
wavelets were also found in the S-coda. presumably reflecting S-to-Rg scattering from the
topographic hills in the model used. This in turn confirms the obhservational results of
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Guptitet al (1993) stemming from -k analysis ot local eventrecordimgs at NORSAR. The
same smearing eftect as seen for S-waves (Fig. 2.3.8) was found for P-waves (not shown).

Discussion

Qur basic lithosphere model in Fig. 2.3.3 is simple, essentially a single layer over a halfs-
pace. A drawback 1n our analysis is that tinite-difference synthetics are computationully
demanding, thus limiting us to 2D models. A practical consequence of this is that 2D mod-
els may give a somewhat simplified picture of the wavefield compared to seismic waves in
the real earth, which is 3D. Anyway, perhaps most important is that our synthetics share
dominant wavefield characteristics with seismograms stemming from real recordings of
local events. For example, for inhomogeneous models {e.g., see Figs. 2.3.7 and 2.3.5), the
coda excitation relative to the amplitudes of major P- and S-phases is roughly similar to
that in real recordings. Likewise, the P-codi consists mainly of P-wavelets, and the S-coda
dominantly of S-wavelets. Some P-to--Rg and 5-to-Rg scattering can be found in the P-
and S-coda, respectively, in case of rough surface topography. The mentioned smearing of
the major P- and S-phases is also seen in real records. A practical consequence is that cau-
tion should be exercised in reporting weak secondary phases. Also, the multilayered later-
ally homogeneous crustal models commonly derived from refraction profiling
experiments could probably often be substituted by a simple crustal model with smali-
scale random velocity perturbations.

In the synthetic seismogram exercises described here, we also included an analysis of the
teleseismic coda excitation. This was achieved by placing sensors at a depth of 100 km
(details in Fig. 2.3.1). The outcome here was that coda could not be generated in the
source area to the extent seen in the teleseismic coda records (Bannister et al, 1990). Fur-
ther support of this conclusion comes from the fact that S-to-P scattering appears to be
weak as demonstrated in the previous section.

Finally, a more comprehensive presentation of the work reported here will appear in a
forthcoming paper by Hestholm et al (1993).

E.S. Husebye
B.0O. Ruud, Dept. of Geology, Osla University
S.0. Hestholim, 1137 Bergen Environmental Sciences and Solutions Centre
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Muodel Source Free Surface Maho Crust/Upper Mantle
(PS) | Depth v a rms v a rms v a, a, rms
< T km | < | km) | Gkm) | - | Gm) | km) | - | (km) | km) | (%) |
Mod 1 -- - o 05 10.0 1.0 03 10.0 25 30| Fp 232
Mod2 §P/S 20 - big 2.3.3
| Mod3 {P/S 20 05 100 10 Fg 234

Mod 4 P/S 20 10 10.0 02 Q5 10.0 1.0 - Ing 235

Mod § P/S 20 - - 03 100 25 30| kg 236
(mantle)

Mod 6 PSS 20 - 0.3 10.0 2.5 30| kg 237
(crust)

Mod 7 S 220 10 10.0 02 - 0.3 10.0 25 30| kg 238

Table 2.3.1. Listing of crust and mantle lithosphere parameters, supplementary to those in
Fig. 2.3.1, for various models used in analysis. The Free Surface, Moho and Crust/
Upper Mantle columns give 1D and 2D von Kdrmdn medium parameters, namely
the order u. the correlation distance a (2D: ax and az), and the RMS level (km) and
velocity (per cent) perturbations. The rightmost column gives the figure numbers

where the corresponding synthetics or snapshots are displayed.
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GRID SAMPLING =.2km z = 100; x = 85, 125, 165, 205 & 245km

Fig. 2.3.1. The class of crust and upper mantle models used in our generation of 2D finite
difference (FD) synthetic seismic records. Specific model choices exclusive layer
thicknesses and crust and upper mantle velocity gradients are detailed in Table 2.3.1.
Both vertical (Z) and horizontal (R) component seismograms are extracted at 5
groups of 6 sensors each at the free surface and at a depth of 100 km. The grop sen-
sor spacing is 0.8 km and further configuration details in the lower right box. Block
size and source positions are detailed in the lower left box. Note that the minimum
horizontal distances between the source and the closest sensor grouping (AQ) are 90
km (surface) and 10 km (100 km depth).
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Fig. 2.3.2. P-velocity fluctuations in the crust and upper mantle for a 40 x 100 km? subset
of the basic model shown in Fig. 2.3.1. These are realizations of an inhomogeneous
medium without (a, = a, = 10 km) and with so-called spatial anisotropy with a, = 10
km and a, = 2.5 km. Further details are given in Table 2.3.1 (Mod 1). Typcial model
features are a top crust low velocity layer, the black rim in the figures, and a corru-
gated Moho of enhanced visibility due to the velocity jump across the interface.




Basic Seisimological Research

Novemibxr 1992

1 a} P-source

T e p—tt
PmpP
P pSmS
1858 g e AO
P
1458 94,( T— 80
{ PmP p
1 mPpSmS
P
2027 9 T{- . co
Pn
724 4t oo
P pPmP
832 e €0
lﬁ T : v : A v I B | LS Jr A T T i L 'Jl 1 “:
O 10 20 30 40 S0 60 70 80 90
Time (s}
b, ls- ?ourcen L i : 1 1.7 { 4 1 4 L % A +4_J‘
Sg{,Sms
4652 ” AO
4453 o2 R 80
! SmS sSmS
sPg Sg
4560 co
1899 4 sl.w Do
sSmS
sP $n l
2961 LS Jwa " EO
by e —r—t—+—f—r———4
0O 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Time {s)

Fig. 2.3.3. The P- and S-source syathetic seismograms (Z-components) shown in a) and
b), respectively, are for a homogeneous medium, that is, Model 2 in Table 2.3.1.
Common features are a source depth of 20 km and that only the first sensor trace
from each of the 5 clusters at the surface are shown (details in the lower right box in
Fig. 2.3.1). These synthetics, including phase designations. are similar to those pen-
erated by ray tracing techniques -- sharp and clear without coda wavelets. Adding
hipures a) and b) would give synthetics similar to those stemming from an earth-
quake source (except for radiation pattern).
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Fig. 2.3.4. P- and S-source synthetics in a) and b), respectively, for a laterally homoge-
neous model but with a corrugated Moho (NModel 3 in Table 2.3.1). A comparison
with Fig. 2.3.3 gives that Moho undulations contribute little to the free surface coda
(Z-component). This also applies to the S-waves which dominate wavelengths close
to those of the Moho undulations. As before, AQ, ..., EO are first sensors in each clus-
ter at the free surface; horizontal spacing in the lower right box in Fig. 2.3.1.
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Fig. 2.3.5. Snapshot displays at a lapse time of 20 sec for P- and S-sources at 20 km depth
and embedded in a4 unperturbed medinm with a corrugated Moho and free surface
topography (Maodel 4 in Table 2.3.15. Even tor such i stmple source and medium,
the conesponding wavefields are guite complex; in order to facilitate their interpre-
tations, major up-going phases are lubelled. Down-gomy reflections from the free
surface are not marked due to a lack of a specific nomenclature here for local dis-
tances. The efficiency of P-1o-Rg conversions at the surface is obvious and appears
as agrey/white banding in the 1op crust.
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Fig. 2.3.6. P- and S-source synthetics in a) and b), respectively, for a laterally homoge-
neous model except that the upper mantle velocities are perturbed (Model 5 in Table
. 2.3.1). In comparison to Fig. 2.3.3 the crustal phases are little deformed, while the
Pn and Sn phases on trace EO are strong and appear to be “'shifted” approx. 1 sec in
time. The most striking feature is the relatively strong coda reflecting first order
back-scattering contributions from sub-Moho inhomogeneities. The P-coda (until
the first S-arrival) consists mainly of P-wavelets and then S-wavelets dominate.
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Fig. 2.3.7. P- and S-source synthetics in a) and b), respectively for a laterally homoge-
neous model except that the velocities in the crustal part are perturbed (Model 6 in
Table 2.3.1). In comparison to Figs. 2.3.3 and 2.3.6, the crustal phases like Pg and
Sg (Lg) are strongly deformed. Also, b) demonstrates why Sn-phases relatively sel-

dom are reported: they are simply lost in the P-coda.
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Fig. 2.3.8. Snapshot displays ata Japse time of 20 sec (Model 7 in Table 2.3.1) for S-
sources at depths of 2 (top) and 20 km (bottom). In comparison to Fig. 2.3.5 (bottom
part, same configuration), we sce that only the strongest S-phases are retained intact.
The SmS-phase is well preserved in the middle crust, but strongly weakened at the
surface -- where the seismometers are located. For the shallow source (top) rela-
tively much wave energy ix confined ta the top crust.
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24  Status of development of the Northern Europe Regional Array
Network

Data from the Northern Europe Regional Array Network have formed the basis for much
of the research reporied on in this contract, and it should be of interest to sumymarize the
current status of development of this network.

As of November 1992, the configuration of the network is as shown in Fig, 2.4.1. The six
small-aperture arrays contributing data to the NORSAR Data Processing Center at Kjeller
are the NORESS and ARCESS arrays in Norway, FINESA in Finland, GERESS in Ger-
many, as well as the newly installed arrays at Apatity on the Kola Peninsula of Russia, and
near Longyearbyen on the Arctic island of Spitsbergen. Details on the latter two arrays are
given in the following.

A new small-aperture array necar Apatity, Russia

The scientific cooperation between NORSAR and the Kola Science Centre of the Russian
Academy of Sciences started in June 1991 with the installation of a digital, high-quality
three-component seismic station in Apatity on the Kola Peninsula of Russia. This cooper-
ation was considerably expanded through the installation during the summer and fall of
1992 of a dedicated full duplex 64 kbps satellite link between the Kola Regional Seismo-
logical Centre (KRSC) in Apatity and NORSAR at Kjeller, several Sun workstations for
data acquisition and analysis as well as a three-component broad band station at KRSC,
and a small-aperture array outside Apatity.

The Apatity station was installed in September approximately 17 km to the west of KRSC
in Apatity, at the location indicated in Fig. 2.4.2. The geometry of the array is shown in
Fig. 2.4.3. The instruments are placed on two concentric rings plus one in the center, and
the aperture is approximately 1 km. All sites are equipped by a short period vertical seis-
mometer of type Geotech S-500, and the site at the center of the wray has in addition two
horizental seismometers of the same type.

The data from the new array are digitized at the central array site and then transmitted via
three radio channels to Apatity where a NORAC wray controller (Paulsen, 1992) collects
and timetags the data. The digitizers used are of types Nanometrics three-channel RD-3
and six-channel RD-6, which are both 16-bit converters with gain ranging. Short-period
data trom the nine vertical sensors of the array are sampled at 40 Hz. Data from the three
seismoneters at site AQ are sampled at 80 Hz, thus providing a high-frequency three-com-
ponent station integrated with the array. The seismic data from the vertical sensor at site
AQ are thus sampled both at 40 Hz (and used in the processing together with the vertical
sensors of the A- and B-rings) and at 80 Hz {and used as part of the high-frequency thee-
component station). The three-component broad bund seismometer installed on the pier of
the basement of the building of the KRSC in Apatity is of type Guralp CMG-3T, and the
dati are digitized using a Nanometrics RD-3 digitizer. Timing is provided throughout the
system on the basis of reception of GPS signals.
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Fig. 2.4.4 shows the current contiguration of the duti acquisition and analysis system at
the KRSC. The figure shows the local Ethernet established, the NORAC array controller
that receives data from the four digitizers, three Sun Sparcstations (kan, imandra and umb)
and a Sun X-terminal, and the Cisco router that provides the gateway connection to NOR-
SAR via the dedicated satelhite link, IDU ts the satellite indoor unit containing the modem
and other commumcations equipnient, The system described o big. 2.4.4 allows the stafl
at the KRSC 1o perform on-line processing as well as interactive analysis of the duta
recorded at Apatity. Using the satellite link, all data recorded at NORSAR from the other
arrays of the network can also be retrieved by the KRSC personnel.

The overall picture related to the Apatity developments is given in Fig. 2.4.5. It shows that
the data acquired in Apatity and retrieved via the NORSAT B satellite link are made avail-
able to the Intelligent Monitoring System (IMS) at NORSAR. Additional details on the
Apatity developments can be found in Mykkeltveit et al (1992).

Preliminary analysis of data from the new Apatity array has been conducted by Ringdal
and Fyen (1992). They conclude that the Apatity array is at least as efficient in suppressing
noise between 1 and 5 Hz as the corresponding NORESS subgeometry. It thus appears that
the spatial noise characteristics at Apatity are similar to those found in other areas of Fen-
noscandia and the Baltic Shield. They also conclude that the Apatity wray has a higher
noise level than ARCESS at frequencies above 2 Hz, whereas the noise levels are similar
at lower frequencies. On the other hand, they find that the noise level is considerably
fower than that of the station located at the KRSC in the town of Apatity.

A new small-aperture array on the Arctic island of Spitsbergen

A small-aperture array very similar to the Apatity array described above was installed on
the island of Spitsbergen (Fig. 2.4.1) during late October/early November 1992. The
implementation of this airay was supported financially by Oljeindustriens Landsforening
(OLF). which is an association of oil companies taking part in oil exploration and produc-
tion on the Norwegian Continental Shelf. The establishment and operation of the commu-
nications channels needed in order to integrate the Spitsbergen array data into IMS is
supported by DARPA.

A suitable location for the Spitsbergen array was found during a site-selection survey in
August 1991. The site is located on Janssonhaugen in Adventdalen approximately 15 km
east-southeast of Longyearbyen (see Fig. 2.4.0), which is the largest Norwegian settlement
and also administrative center on the island. Janssonhaugen is a hill in the middle of a val-
ley (Adventdalen), and the array is deployed on the plateaw of this hill. The rocks at the
site are of Cretaceous aag, covered by thin moraine of variable depth. The sensors are
placed at the bottom of 6 m deep cased boreholes. The bottom of the boreholes are either
in Cretaceous rock or in moraine material in stable permafrost conditions (temperature
approximately -S°C all year round at a depth of 6 m), such that there is no melting/freez-
ing taking place at this depth.

The geometry of the Spitsbergen array is very similar to that of the Apatity wrray. Nine
sensor sites distributed over an wiray aperture of approximately 1 km are equipped with
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short-period vertical scismometers of type Geotech S-500. A broad bund three-component
seismometer of type Guralp CMG-3T is planned for installation i 1993, Power at the
Spitsbergen array is provided through the use of two windmills which deliver 12 V DC
through a battery bank. Data from two Nanometrics RD-o digitizers located at the array
site are transmitted over two radio links to Longyearbyen, where the duta are enter2d into
a NORAC array controller. From Longyearbyen, the Spitsbergen array data are transmit-
ted via a terrestrial link to Norwegian Telecom’s satellite hub station at Isfjord Radio, from
where a simplex 64 Kbits/s satellite link 15 used for transmission of continuous data to
Norway.

Data processing using the IMS

IMS (Bache et al, 1990) was installed at NORSAR in December 1989 and was operated at
NORSAR from 1 January 1990 for automatic processing of data from ARCESS and
NORESS. A second version of IMS that accepts data from an arbitrary number of arrays
and single 3-component stations was installed at NORSAR in October 1991, and regular
operation of the system comprising analysis of data from the 4 arrays ARCESS, NORESS,
FINESA and GERESS started on 15 October 1991. As opposed to the first version of IMS,
the one in current operation also locates events at teleseismic distance.

The overall performance of IMS is very satisfactory. In order, however, to achieve further
improvements to the IMS, NORSAR analyst and seismologist staffs are involved in evalu-
ating the performance of IMS when new versions of IMS are released by SAIC, the sys-
tems developer. Such evaluations focus on the performance of the automatic phase
association and event focation algorithms used and make use of several independent bulle-
uns.

The integration of data from the Apatity array in IMS has been rather straightforward. The
seismic wave propagation churacteristics in the areas around this array are similar to those
found in other parts of Fennoscandia, and it has not been necessary to implement specific
“rules” for this array in otder to achieve reasonable performance . On the other hand, the
integration of data from the Spitsbergen array is expected to presented interesting seismo-
logical challenges, as this array is located in an area of much younger geology than the
other five arrays.

S. Mykkeltveit
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Fig. 2.4.6. This map of the Svalbard archipelago with its main island Spitsbergen shows
the location of the array site at Janssonhaugen (J), the location of the array controller
at Norwegian Telecom’s facility at Longyearbyen (L), and the location of the NOR-
SAT B earth station at Isfjord Radio (IR).
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2.5 Summaries of Quarterly Technical Reports submitted

During FY92, three quarterly technical reports have been submitted on this contract. The
abstracts of these papers are given in the following.

2.5.1 Continuous seismic threshold monitoring of the northern Novaya Zemlya
test site; long-term operational characteristics -- T. Kvarna

In this work we demonstrate the practical capability of the Continuous Seismic Threshold
Monitoring method to monitor the northern Novaya Zemlya test site at a very low thresh-
old over an extended time period, using data from the Fennoscandian array network
(NORESS, ARCESS and FINESA). We show that during February 1992 the network
based magnitude threshold, at the 90% confidence level, stays below my, = 2.50, 99.72%
of the time. We further “explain” all peaks in the network magnitude thresholds exceeding
my, = 2.6 as resulting from interfering signals from an identified seismic event (teleseicmic
or regional), or a short outage of the most important array (ARCESS). We also argue that
this implies that at the given confidence level, there has been no seismic event of my, 2 2.6
at the northern Novaya Zemlya test site during February 1992.

During norii.il conditions, i.e., when the network threshold is low, ARCESS is clearly the
most important array, followed by NORESS and FINESA. But during time periods when
the ARCESS noise level is high, or when there are interfering events, the relative contri-
bution of NORESS and FINESA increases significantly. The redundancy resulting from
the use of several arrays is also essential during outages of one or more of the arrays.

The threshold magnitudes for each array during background noise conditions are close to
normally distributed, at least within shotter time intervals. Small deviations from the nor-
mal distribution occur because of long-term fluctuations in the background noise level.
The average magnitude thresholds at FINESA exhibit strong weekly and diumal varia-
tions. The latter are particularly significant on workdays. The average NORESS thresh-
olds show rather small variations, whereas at ARCESS, large variations of more than

0.5 my, units are observed. The causes of the peak periods at ARCESS are most likely
severe wind and weather conditions.

2.5.2 Continuous Seismic Threshold Monitoring -- F. Ringdal and T. Kvaerna

Continuous threshold monitoring is a technigue for using a seismic network to monitor a
geographical area continuously in time. The method provides, at a given confidence level,
a continuous assessment of the upper magnitude limit of possible seismic events that
might have occuived in the tarpet area. Two approaches are presented in this paper.

Site-specific threshold monitoring: By “focusing™ a seismic network on a specific target
site, continuous threshold monitoring of that site is achieved. We optimize the monitoring
capability by tuning the frequency filters and array beams to known characteristics from
previously recorded events at the site. We define the threshold trace for the network as the
continuous time trace of computed upper magnitude limits of seismic events in the target
arca, at a 90% confidence level. As an example, we have conducted a one-week monitor-

0
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ing experiment of the northern Novaya Zemlya nuclear test site, using the Fennoscandian
regional array network (NORESS, ARCESS, FINESA). We find that the threshold trace is
below mp= 2.5 more than 99% of the time. Thirty-four peaks exceed my, = 2.5, All of these
peaks correspond to seismic events that have been independently located by a teleseismic
or regional network. During the entire one-week time period. the threshold trace exceeded
my, 2.5 only tor 43 minutes.

Regiona threshold monitoring: This involves conducting site-specific monitoring of a
dense gnd of geographical aiming points and requires the development of generic phase
attenuation relationships for covering an extended geographical region. Using again the
Fennoscandian regional array network, we illustrate the regional threshold monitoring
approach by maps with color contour displays. We demonstrate that the network thresh-
olds in Fennoscandia and adjacent regions show strong regional dependence. The thresh-
olds are below my, = (1.5 close to each array (< 300 km distance) and range from my, = 2.0
to 2.5 in parts of the Norwegian Sea and Barents Sea. The thresholds also vary signifi-
cantly under ditferent background noise conditions, and an increase of about 1.0 my, urits
is observed during a lurge teleseismic earthquake. These regional threshold maps heve
advantages over standard network capability maps in being more accurate during time
intervals when interfering seismic events occur. They can also more easily reflect special
conditions such as particularly favorable source-station propagation paths, and have the
advantage of not being tied to specific event detection criteria.

The paper concludes that continuous threshold monitoring offers a valuable supplement to
traditional seismic techniques used in nuclear test ban monitoring. The method may also
be useful for monitoring earthquake activity at low magnitudes for sites of special interest,
as well as for monitoring earthquake aftershock sequences.

2.5.3 Mining explosions in the Khibiny Massif (Keola Peninsula of Russia) recorded
at the Apatity three-component station -- S. MykKeltveit

This report offers a description of the three-component seismic station that was instatled in
Apatity on the Kola Peninsula of Russia in June of 1991, Data from this station are useful
for studying mining explosions in the nearby Khibiny Massif. Colleagues at the Kola
Regional Seismological Centre in Apatity have provided us with detailed information on
200 mining explosions undertaken during June 1991 - September 1992, and we have com-
piled a data base comprising data from 61 of these explosions. The data are used to esti-
mate the noise level at the Apatity station, and also for estimation of P-wave arrival
azimuths, using a broad band slowness analysis technigue. Values for the true azimuths
are available from information presented in this report, and the azimuth residuals are
found to have a median value of -7.06 degrees. A small-aperture wray was installed close
to Apatity in the fall of 1992, and some perspectives for the future use of daw from Apat-
1y are discussed.
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