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PREIACE

During the early 19710s the Materials Group of the Structures and Materials Panel began to address the general subject
of ads.anced fabrication processes. The Panel Members realized that the high cost l ownership of aircraft and space
structures slas of major concern to operators, and they also realized that both the initial procurement coss as well as
subsequent maintenance costs were substantially affected by the manufacturing technology employed at the %arious stages.
These early discussions led to the first SMP Specialists' Meeting in this area. and it dealt with Advanced Fabrication
Techniques in Powder Metallurgy and their Economic Implications. The meeting isas held it Ottaaa in Spring I 176 and ssas
one of the most popular meetings in the history of the Panel, attracting .ery close to 1 51 participants. This meeting resulted
in Conference Proceedings. CP-200.

E~ncouraged by the community response to this initiative, the Subcommittee on Advanced Fabrication Processes
continued its '.ork. In Fall 1978 a second Specialists Meeting was held, in which machining, surface treatments and
processes. and both the tundamental and production aspects of net shape processing were considered. This aga.n ssas a sor.
successful meeting w% ith about one hundred participants from nearly all of the N ATO countries in attendance. This meetitg
led to the publication of Conference Proceedings (P-256.

In Fall I 979 a third Specialis ' Meeting vwas held. this time it Cologne, West Germany, and it deall with Ceramics, for
-urbine Applications. This meeting dealt with ceramics in a comprehensive manner, including papers on component design
considerations, properties and performance. microstructures and defects, and inspection. But it also addressed problems as
sscll as opportunities in fabrication, and therefore it also made a significant contribution to this continuing series on
advhanced fabrication processes.

During 1980- 1982 the Panel started once again to consider appropriate fulloA -on activities in advanced fabrication.
In 83 a Working Group was created to prepare a handbuok on Adanced Casting Technology, and ill about the samc time
the decision was made to proceed with a further Specialists Meeting. this time dealing with Advanccd Joining of Aerospace
Metallic Materials. In arriving at this decision the Panel ,,ts influenced by the tact that joining technology has ads anced
significantly over the past 10- 15 years. These developments have often been dri'en by demands for lower cost fabrication
methods and higher performance in equipment in fields other thai aerospace. Not only havc many new processes or process
modifications evolved but automated joining has developed rapidly to meet high productioi level, and quality requirement,
in industries such as the automobile industry. Iloscscr there are very fc, applicatiotns wIch demand the same strigent
requirements on quality control atnd structural integrity as aerospace. At the same l tle many acrospace matenals, ha c
emerged. such as superplastically formed aluminium and titanium allh)y,. and high stillne ah tini-lilium allo,,,. all ol
which will present both ness opportunities and new problems to design engineer, and fabrication spcciahts,

'his Specialists' Meeting on Advanced Joining of Aerospace Metallic Material, had lout ohcctics I irsly it ss as
intended to provide a state of-the-art rcvic of ads anced joining techniques currently a ilable to the nanufacturers ot
aerospace equipment. Secondly. it ss as intended to identify ne'sly emerging loining techniques that could he uscdl l.% airfiaic
and engine operalors to extend the useful i cs of I hcir equipment. and hence reduce operating costs. Ithirdls., i aa' h pcd
that any outstanding problems. requiring further attention by research and devlIThpmctt. could bc identified and hence
provside direction fo r those engaged in such activitic,. And finally. in all of the abo c. the Panel hoped t he able to take
advantage of s rk performed flor oilier sectors of the engineering indutrv

In total about sevetity people have participated in this meeting. and papers of a s cry high quality have been presented
lhey deal sith the fundamental aspccts ol oining as sell as the practical and econ mnc aspects. The Subcomninttcc on
Ads anced .luining s% ill meet in Spring 1986 to consider the results of this meeting and to consider the need for further wa ork
in the area of joining or the broader field (if ad.anced fabrication.

On behalf (if the Structures and Materials Panel. I would like to thank all authors, recorders. Scssion Chairmen, and
participants for their valuable contributions, Their efforts have been largely responsible for making the meeting such a
success. I 'a 'mid like to thank Mr John I cc. a former Panel Member and Chairnan if the Subcommittee i1 Adsvanced
Jining. ssho stccred the ship so eflectisely during the carly stages of planning.

WWallace
Chairman. Suhcuimmittec on Ad anced
Joining of Aerospace Metallic Materials

October 1 ,S5
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RECORDER'S REPORT
SESSION I - OVERVIEWS

by
I)r P.Adam

NITU Miinchen GmbH
Ali 6WF

I)achauerstrassc 665
80001(1 Munchen 501

Federal Republic of Germany

Paper I on Cornpittatioma/ 'e.ldehantcx represents an outstanding analysis of the complex problem consisting of
computation of the propertie,; of w elds. Although there is no doubt about tIhe high degree of complexit%, it is necessarN to
have the analysis in order to sho, up where advances hae to be pushed further. Forecasting the stresses and distortions
w ould he a %ery large advance for fusion sselditg application.

The question remains when the computed forecast would be more useful than the cons cntional methods of measuring.
metallography. x-ray stress analysis and process control.

-rom experience of computing the friction welding process of superallovs the largest problem is certainly to supplh
material physical data like c, a I or k for high tempcratures. "'hese data are norrmally not existent because measuring is
difficult, but they are of most important interest for weld computation.

Paper 2 describes the relationship bet,,n E-s-relding parameters and the geontetr of the weld pool for superallos
like Inconel 7 1 S. Marking with foreign metals reveals exactly ho\ the flos of liquid "as. Weld pool geometr is related to
cracking occurrence.

The refined analysis identifies the welding parameter ranges with and without macrocracking.

To the Recorder's knowledge Inconel 7 18 must be welded slowly (< 4 mm s) in order to aoid microcracking. which is
a particular property of Inconel 71 and Waspaloy. This effect was investigated in detail during the COST 50 Furopean
action on superalloy development.

Paper 3 described practical details of diffusion - (alo in combination with SPF = Superplastic forming) and
Laserbeam-welding of several alloys bt mainly Titanium and Aluminium. Parameters and principle kooledge wcrc
discussed and basic results reported.

Paper 4 described the manufacturing of the Titanium wing box of the T-ornado by ['H-selding and subsequent stress
relieve by heat treatment. A self-evidencing paper.

Paper 5 i as withdrawn.

Paper 6 is a speeial paper on manifacturing high quality Aluminium parts for spacelah b TG. It is useful for other Al-
structure parts and contains welding tetails.

(onclusions from the Recorder:

'Titanitm can readil, be elded by TIG-. 1'1- and diffusion w\elding even it comp.,,x geometry for safety aircraft
structujres.

Its applicalion range is increasing.

There is great tnterest in the increasing use of Superplastic Forming (SPF) in combination with diffusion bonding for
complex titantum structures.

Alhminium structures seem to he more difficult to weld, but TI-. [B- and diffusion welding bonding are increasing.
The laser can sometimes replace FB or rIO. depending on light adsorption.

In general. tnany most useful details for practical application were reported.
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Discussion:

Ihe discussion focused on Aluminium welding and computational weld mechanics while the other contributions
present well acceptable integral presentations of individual solutions for welding tasks. The discussions on computational
weld mechanics concentrated on how to achieve applicable computed results in a time and cost-effective way.

The author has a very optimistic approach towards economic applicability. Any problem of welding presented for
computational treatment can be analysed first for the ratio of results required to cost. Material and design data have to be
furnished from data banks or the applicant. The level of computed result accuracy, tolerance and quantity in relation to cost
remains a matter of individual situations. It is recommended to contact Dr Goldak for individual problems.
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COMPUTATIONAL WELD MECHANICS

John Goldak
(
0, Balvantrai Patel(2), Malcolm Bibby

(
l)

James Moorelt)

June 1985

(t) Department of Mechanical and Aeronautical Engiteering

Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada, KIS 5B6
(2) Engineering Mechanics Research Inc.

Troy, Michigan, U.S.A.

ABSTRACT

The goal of this paper is to present an overview of the aims and meth ' 'f computational weld mechanics. In particular,

relevant literature and recent developments in the authors' laboratory a,e described. The presentation emphasizes an

exposition of the computational principles and the application of computational weld mechanics to practise. In fact, the
primary aim of the work is to transfer this technology from the research specialists who are developing it to the engineers

who must apply it in the design and production of welded structures.

The numerical methods, algorithms, software and computer hardware needed for computing the temperature, displace-

ment, strain and stress fields associated with the welding process are described. While c,.rmputer methods are widely applied
in the engineering community, thermal strain-stress transients are rarely calculated in welding because of the complexity

of the problem. Finite element analysis (FEA) together with the equations of continuum mechanics and irreversible ther-

modynamics forms the basis for a successful analysis of welding processes. The special problenLs encountered when FEA is

used for weld analysis are discussed in detail.

Particular attention is focussed on transient tern terature field computations. Modelling heat sources, non linear thermal

properties, the heats of fusion and transformation, and workpiece geometry and boundary conditions are discussed in some

detail. Predicting relevant properties (strength, hardness, etc.) of weld joints from computed temperatures is included.

In addition, thermo-elasto-plastic analysis for calculating residual strain, stresses and workpiece deformation is described.

Measured thermal and distortion changes are compared to computed values as a means of verifying tlte accuracy of the

computational m-.hods. Finally, the computing environment (hardware and software) for computational weld mechanics

is discr:ssed at some length.

1. INTRODUCTION
Welding as a fabrication technique presents a number of difficult problems to the dcsign and manufacturing community.

Nowhere is this more evident than in the aerospace industry with its emphasis on performance and reliability and yet where

materials are seldom selected for their weldability. Traditional welding procedures have been based largely on experience.

materials science and extensive testing. Yet the material response defines only one half of the problem. This paper focusses

on methods and models for computing the thermal cycle and associated elasto-plastic stress strain transients. It presumes

that the capability to accurately predict temperatures, stresses, and strains in welds is needed to understand and solve

efficiently welding problems such as hot cracking, reheat cracking, distortion and residual stress.

Developments in calculating the thermal cycle and elastoplastic stress-strain cycle have been slow because of the

inherent complexity of the geometry, boundary conditions and the nonlinearit, .of material properties and in welding.

However, the explosive growth in computer performance combined with equally rapid developments in numerical methods

and geometric modelling have enabled computational weld mechanics to reach the stage where it can solve an increasing

number of problems that interest industry.

In its narrowest sense computational weld mechanics is concerned with the analysis of temperatures, displacements.

strains and stresses in welds and welded structures (Fig. 1). In its broadest context, it is an important element of computer

aided-design (CAD) and computer aided manufacturing (CAM). Computer modelling, in general, provides the capability

of storing vast amounts of data; of organizing and storing relations between data in databases or knowledgebases; and of

using these data to compute or predict the behavior of products, processes or systems in the real world, On the one hand,

it can be viewed as a set of analytical tools for determining the mechanical response of a workpiece to a given welding

procedure. On the other hand, it can be viewed as a design tool for predicting the quality of a weld and the deformation

(distortion) of a workpiece and to optimize thf, welding parameters, alloy composition, and geometry (Fig. 2).
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Figure 1. Computational weld mechanics draws on the disciplines shown above to compute the temper-

ature, microstructure, stress and strain in welds. ( PDE/IE - stands for partial differential equations /
integral equations)

Weld Design

I'iesjointais QA / QC

Paruters Geometry Criterta

Weld Testing

Defea ed etn Strength

Brittle rtlu

Dlstortin eon r Suckling FiC

Figure 2. The important issues in design and testing of welds are shown schematically. (QA/QC is quality

assurance, quality control and SCC is stress corrosion cracking.)

What if models can be examined to provide insight that could never be achieved by experiment. For example, it is well

known that workpiece distortion caused by welding austenitic stainless steel is some three times greater than that caused by

welding carbon steel. By analyzing models in which each property is varied separately, the sensitivity of the distortion to

the property can be computed. This would provide the knowledge needed to understand the greater distortion in austenitic

steel. Of course, this is not possible experimentally.

Although the ability to perform such analyses is important, the real justification for computational weld mechanics is

that it is becoming cheaper, faster and more accurate to perform computer simulations than to do laboratory experiments.

Taken to the extreme, all relevant decisions would be based on computer simulations. Since nuclear testing in the atmosphere

has been banned, this has actually occurred in nuclear weapons design, a field at least as complex as welding. Experiments
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are rarely justified in the the design and construction of buildings. However, it is unlikely that computational weld
mechanics will eliminate all experiments in welding. Indeed, it is likely to increase the demand for accurate constitutive
data, particularly at high temperatures, strain rate sensitivity and to include the effects of changes in microstructure. Nor

will it eliminate the need for experiments that simulate or prototype processes or products. However, it will dramatically
reduce the number and cost of such experiments and greatly enhance the accuracy and significance of the data obtained
for each experiment. In the automotive industry, CAE (computer - aided engineering) is said to have reduced the number

of prototypes required from a dozen to one or two.

Since this paper is focussed on computer methods, it is necessary at the outset to clearly fix the relationships of such

models to experimental investigation (Fig. 3). Experiments tend to fall into two broad categories. Some are based on

clearly understood theory where a strong attempt is made to exclude extraneous factors. Measuring Young's modulus or
thermal conductivity of a particular alloy fall into this category. On the other hand, when experiments deal with complex
phenomena that do not have a clearly understood theory, a strong attempt is made to include any factor that may be
relevant. Developing a narrow gap welding process is an example of this second category.

At the present time, a narrow gap welding process is too complex to model with a computer; i.e., our knowledge of
the process is inadequate. The interaction between the shielding gas and weld metal, physics of the arc and weld pool are

only three examples of phenomena that are too complex to predict accurately by computer modelling with our current
knowledge. Therefore, such processes must first be characterized by experiment before specific aspects, such as the heat
transfer and thermal stress and strain, can be modelled by computer analysis.

Certain phenomena can be modelled accurately such as heat transfer outside of the liquid pool. Rapid progress is being
made in computing thermal strain and stress. It is now possible to simulate the weld joint by incorporating not only base
metal properties but heat-affected zone and weld metal stress- train data as well. In addition, the interaction between
these zones is a major consideration. An encouraging start has been made on the fluid mechanics of the liquid pool 11). As
theory develops, more phenomena will be understood sufficiently to create more complete models for computer analysis.

The objective of this paper is to present an exposition of the fundamental principles of weld mechanics as lucidly and

completely as possible. It is addressed not to mathematicians or mechanicians for whom an extensive literature exists, but
to engineers in design and manufacturing who must apply the theory. Although the presentation is not mathematically
rigorous, every effort is made to respect rigorous mathematics. If after reading this paper, decision makers are able to

grasp clearly the basic principles, terminology, and gain a feel for which issues are easy and which are difficult, the authors'

goal will have been achieved.

The reader seeking additional historical background is referred to Okerblom [2], Vinokurov 131, Gray, Spence and North,

[4 , Tall [5], and Masubuchi 16]. Of these, only Masubuchi considers computer analysis and he emphasizes results rather

than explaining the methods for actually performing analyses. Ueda J7] has recently published an excellent review of

modern computational weld mechanics.

Repreentation Procedures

Abstract - eompletiam - robustness
Mathematle-J - ambiguity - power

Concept validity - rfflciecy
- domain

Real World
Product or

Proess.

Idealized Computer
IExperlement Analysis

Models
Proto-type Simulation

Test

Figure 3. The relationships between the real world, experiements, mathematical abstraction and computer

models are shown schematically.
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2. HEAT TRANSFER THEORY

In heat transfer theory, we are concerned with energy and ignore stress, strain and displacement. The principal
phenomena are shown in Fig. 4. The maturity of numerical methods in heat transfer theory is illustrated by the fact that
all these effects except fluid mechanics, two phase regions, and moving interfaces are analyzed in the authors' program and
these are under development.

2.1 The Heat Equation

The temperature, T(xvy,zt), as a function of spatial coordinates (xy,z) and time, t, satisfies the following parabolic
differential equation, the heat equation, at every point in the domain, 0:

ax aT ay 8T 8 T at** + * + k. + Q -(1)

Q(z, y, z, t) = source or sink rate of heat in fl (W/m
a
)

k = thermal conductivity (W/mC)

c = volumetric specific heat (J/m3
)

If k or c are functions of T, equation (1) is nonlinear.

On the boundary of fn either the essential or natural boundary conditions must be satisfied. The essential boundary
condition can be defined as:

T(,y, z,t) = Tt(x,y, z,t) on the boundary SI; i.e. (z, y,z) E St : t > 0 (2)

The natural boundary condition can be defined as:

k. T + - o(7'- V.) 0 (3)

on the boundary S; i.e. (X,y,z) E S2 : t > 0.

k. = thermal conductivity normal to the surface (W/mC)

q(z,y,z,t) = a prescribed flux (W/m')

h = heat transfer coefficient for convection (W/m
2

C)

a = Stefan-Boltzmann constant (W/m
2

C
4
)

e = emissivity

T. = the ambient temperature for convection and/or radiation (C).

If radiation is included or if the convective heat transfer coefficient is temperature dependent this boundary condition is
nonlinear.

In addition, the initial condition must be specified for (z, V, z) E A:

T(z, y, z, 0) = To (z,y , z) (4)

If the partial differential equation (1), the boundary conditions (2) and (3), and the initial condition (4) are consistent,
the problem is well posed and a unique solution exists.

Heat .. of gaw'l Conductivty

Figure 4. The important phenomena that should be captured in modela for heat transfer analysis are
shown above.

laes CAM1



2.2 Finite Element Formulation for Transient Heat Flow

Of the three strong candidate numerical methods; finito -fference, boundary element, and finite element analysis. the
authors have chosen the finite element method for its c; for nonlinear analysis and dealing with complex geonetrv
In addition, it is most compatible with modern CAI)/CAM . -esystems. For thermal analysis alotne. a strotig arg:wivt
can be made in favour of finite difference methods. llowever, .or Laermoplastic analysis t, arguoment is stronger for imite
element analysis. The boundary element method is not well developed for nonlinear analysis. Briefls these ronidcratiols
led to the choice of FEA as the most effective numerical method for developing a complete analysis capability for co:ipstmr
modelling or simulation of welds.

The finite element method (FEM) imposes a piece-wise polynomial approximation of the temriperatms? field s ithin each
element :

PT7(x, y,z, t) A, N(x, y, z)T, (t)(5

t=1

where Ni are basis functions dependent only on the type of element and its size and shape. Physically T,(t) are the
nodal values of the temperature at time t. Mathematically they are undetermined coefficients. If the basis functions were
orthogonalized, they would be generalized Fourier coefficients. The analyst specifies the basis functions N, by creating a
mesh which in turn determines the type and position of each element.

The temperature gradient at any point (x,y,z,t) can be computed directly from eq. (5):

[aT T 9T] [9,T" 
9

T 3N, (6)

where E N(x,y,z)T,(t) is abbreviated to NT.

The next question is how to evaluate T,? Galerkin's FEM is among the most convenient and general of the methods
available for this purpose, If eq (5) is substituted into eq (1), a residual or error term must be added. If this was not true
eq (5) would be the exact solution. Indeed when eq (5) is the exact solution, the error in the FEM is zero.

Galerkin's FEM requires:

, n o (7)

Mathematically ( is the residual from eq (1); N, in eq (7) is a test function and the N, terms in eq (5) are the trial
functions. Si _e there are i nodes, eq (7) creates a set of i ordinary differential equations which are integrated to form a
set of algebraic equations:

!K -I Tn (8)

These are solved for the nodal temperatures T. Usually some form of Newton-Raphson method together with a Gaussian
elimination and back substitution would be employed.

2.3 Models for Welding Heat Sources

Rykalin's review 181 summarized current knowledge of heat sources for welds. The basic facts are that weld heat sources
produce high heat fluxes which range from 104 to 2 x 10

4 
KJ/mm

2 for arc sources to 108 KJ/'mm
2 for focussed electron

and laser beams. The flux is highest at the centre and in most cases experimental measurements suggest a Gaussian
distribution. Gas velocities and current densities in the plasma are high. The surface of the weld pool is deoressed. In
plasma, laser and electron beam welds, the depression often penetrates the plate to form a keyhole. The molten zone is
stirred intensively. A rigorous analysis of the heat source for solving the magnetohydrodynamics of the arc and the fluid

mechanics of the molten zone is some years away. Ushio and Matsuda 91 have attempted to model the plasma physics
of the arc. The model proposed by Oreper, Eager and Szekeley I1 for stirring in electroslag welds is a notable advance.
Lawson and Kerr 1101 studied stirring and mixing effects in gas tungsten inert gas (UTIG) welds. Friedman I1V studied
the depression of the weld pool surface and its effect on heat transfer. While studies such these are important steps toward
developing rigorous models for heat sources, current weld analyses assume simpler models that do not explicitly incorporate
stirring in the weld pool or the digging of the arc to depress the weld pool surface.

The analyst's knowledge of the heat source can be summarized as follows. The values of the welding parameters
current, voltage, and speed are known. The geometry of the weldment and the material properties are known. The fusion
zone (FZ) and heat-affected -zone (IIAZ) boundaries represent known isotherms that can be measured from a micrograph
of a weld cross-section. Thermocouples can be placed in the IIAZ or plunged into the molten zone to record the thermal
cycle at a number of points. Of course, these data are not known exactly but only within experimental error. The analyst
requires a heat source model that accurately predicts the temperature field, T(x,p, at), in the weldment.
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Figure 5. An idealized point source moving along the surface of a workpiece used for computing the tran-

sient temperature fields, T(xy, z,t), with the classical closed form analytical solutions of Rosenthal/Rykalin

(8,121. T is the ambient temperature (C), t is time (s), Q is the heat input rate (W); where Q - r7VI, V is

voltage, I is current and t7 is the process efficiency; k is thermal conductivity (W/rnC), A is thermal diffusivity

(M
2

/8), v is the welding speed (m/s); (z,y,z) is a point in a fixed axes system and (C.y, z) is a point in an

axes system that moves with the heat source, n is an integer, MP is the melting point temperature which in

turn is used to define the fusion zone (FZ) boundary, and IIAZ is the heat-affected zone.

Rosenthal (121 and Rykalin [8] proposed point, line and plane models that are particularly convenient for classical

closed form analysis (Fig. 5). Myers et al 1131 reviewed this subject in depth. Closed form solutions suffer from several

weaknesses. The geometry is usually highly idealized into forms such as infinite plates or bars. The thermal properties and

boundary conditions are usually set equal to a constant value. Convection and radiation are usually ignored. The point,

line and plane sources idealize a heat source which in reality is distributed. These solutions are most accurate far from the

heat source. At the source, the error in temperature is large - usually infinite! Near the heat source the accuracy can be

improved by matching the theoretical solution to experimental data. This is usually dose by choosing a fictitous thermal

conductivity value.

With numerical methods, these deficiencies have been corrected and more realistic models that are just s rigorous

mathematically have been developed. Temperature dependent thermal conductivity and heat capacity can be taken into

account (Figs. 6 and 7 for low carbon steels). In addition, temperature dependent convection and radiation coeflicients ran

be applied to the boundaries. Contact thermal resistance between the plate and the jigging can be incorporated. Perhaps

the most important factor is to distribute the heat rather than assume point or line sources.

One of the earliest models due to Westby !14] assumed that the weld energy was distributed throughout the molten

zone with a constant power density. A similar heat source configuration was used Paley 15]. Experimental evidence shows

clearly that the energy is not uniformly distributed. Pavelic 16' distributed the energy in a circular disc with a Gaussian

flux distribution on the surface of the workpiece. This is realistic for preheating situations in which there is no melting but

ignores the digging effect of the welding arc in distributing the energy. Kou '17, also used both Gaussian and constant flux

distributions in a circular disc on the surface of the weld. Argyris, Szimrmat and Willan [18' prescribed the temperature in

the molten zone. However, it is not clear which of the following methods they used. The temperature of the molten pool was

set equal to the melting temperature; the temperature of the FZIIIAZ boundary was set equal to the melting temperature:

or a temperature distribution was assumed for the molten zone that was a maxinum at the centre and decayed to the

. 0 5 .

. . - -- - - - ---- -- ----- -

Trmpeialure K 't_

Figure 6. The volumetric heat capacity, latent heats Figure 7. The thermal conductivity temperature re-

of fusion and transformation, and the enthalpy - temper- lationship used in the FEA program. Note that a high

ature relationship for a carbon steel (AISI 1020) used in conductivity in the molten region is used to simulate heat

the FEA program are plotted, transfer by stirring.

k.--
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2.4 Kinematic Models for Heat Transfer in Welds

laving selected a model for the heat source, the analyst has the option of assuming that the heat flows oil.i i: -
sectional planes, only in the plane of the plate, only in a radial direction or is free to flow in all three diensii's ,F;g

I1), Such assumptions are analogous to those applied to the displacetment field ;n beams, plates and shells it stru titral

analysis, Since the assumptions restrict the orientation of the thermal gradient, it is suggested they be called kiieniatic



models. Of course, these kinematic models are quite distinct from the heat source models described in the previous sectioni

In choosing a kinematic model, the analyst must balance accuracy against cost. In all cases, reality is three dimensional

but the cost of analysis is the highest. Constraining heat flow to the plane of the plate can achieve useful accuracy for

thin plates, particularly with deep penetration plasma, electron and laser beam welds. Assuming heat flows only in the

cross-sectional plane can provide a useful and economical approxittation for many welding situations. In particular, the

results from a low cost cross-sectional analysis can be helpful in designing an efficient 31) mesh. These three models are

discussed in detail below.

A B C

l rI'-re 11. t.A M plane, (UAI cross sectional nod.s and (CI A) models imply temperature

2.4.1 Two Dimensional Cross-Sectional Model

A schematic diagram of the cross sectional model is shown in Fig. 8 . 19,. A reference plane is positioned perpendicular

to the weld direction at an arbitrary position z. The heat input rate, Q -- 'I, where V and I are the welding voltage and

current respectively, and ?) is the efficiency of the heat source, together with the ellipsoid dimensions define the distribution

of power density in the heat source. The heat source moves at constant speed. The FEA model is a slice of arbitrary

thickness which is discretized into a mesh. At any instant of time, the power density is computed on the intersection of

the reference plane and the ellipsoidal heat source. This power density is then applied thoughout the thickness of the FEA

slice (Fig. 12a). As the heat sources moves across the reference plane, the temperature in the slice increases and then

decreases as shown in Fig. 12b and 12c. The form of the weld pool can be mapped as shown in Fig. 12d.

13 14

- s -dn q inut
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c D
Figure 12. (A) Foe the cross-sectional model, the temperature distribution on the top of the plate is shown
at several instants in time, (B) another way of plotting the temperature distributions on a series of slices to
show time dependence, (C) the surface in (B) has been "smoothed" to resemble a steady-state solution: note
no heat is allowed to flow in the z direction by the cross-se ctional model, (D) approximate 3D steady state

FZ boundary obtained from the cross-sectional model.
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If it is assumed that ol' dx 0 (see Figs 5 and 8) then every line parallel to .r is an isotherm, Physically :his is
a reasonable approximation for a strip heat source such as a sheet electron, laser beam or a strip electrode in resistance
welding. Even with wire electrode welds where the isotherms approximate distorted ellipsoids and the lines of constant
x are clearly not isotherms, this model often predicts the thermal history of points with surprising accuracy for points
safficiently far from the heat source (Fig. 13). The reason is that when isotherms are sufficiently elliptical most of the
heat flows pe'pendicular to the major axis of the ellipse. In fact, a one dimensional model that assumes dT dr 0 and
Ol dz d 0 often predicts the thermal h story of a weld with considerable accuracy for points sufficiently far frot the heat
source. The accuracy of the cross-sectional model increases as the welding speed increases, the thermal diffusivity decrea.-.
and locations farther from the heat source are considered. As these conditions are relaxed, the er~or in the model grows
as the gradient dTodx increases and more heat flows in the .r direction. Andersson 24 attempted to assess this effe-t
by comparing the analytic solutions for a one and two dimensional heat flow problem. lie argued that the results gave a
qualitative estitiate of the error that should be expected in the cross-sectional approximation to three dimensional reality.
The authors' have determined the error directly by comparing results from 31), in plane and cross sectional models.

It has been shown that the cross-sectional model is quite accurate for high speed production welds in steel 19 . and
useful but subject to significant errors in high speed aluminium welds 25 . However. in low speed aluminium wells 25
or deep penetration elcetron beans (EB) welds 26 the predicted FZ shapes are grossly in error (Fig. 10). At lower
temperatures and greater distances front the heat source the model riay still lie considered acceptable. However, it ,aisn,'
he used to analyze run oi or rn iiri oeffi c -.

Conceptually, this model is rather subtle. For the double ellipsoidal heat source model, the power density distriitlti
is calculated on th,. the intersection of the reference plane ani the heat source. This power density dismribution is the'n
assumed to apply to a cross sectional slice in which the heat flow is analyzed The reference plane and the slice are diftrint
mathematical entities and shotld lie clearly ditings shed.

The cross sectional analysis can be related to a 31) steady state analysis by mapping the cross sectional tenpraturps.
T(r,y.t). onto a 3D steady state field, T(x,y, ). where - -, vt. a" is the location of the arc at time mero and t is
the arc speed in the direction x (Fig. 5 and 12). This clearly illustrates the distinction between the reference plane anti
the cross sectional slice. Thus the cross sectional analysis is equivalent to a 3D steady state analysis in which heat flow is
constrained to the reference plane: i.e., aT dx - 0. Clearly, coding a 3D FEM formulation for 3D steady state nonlinear
heat transfer is expected to be both more accurate and computationally more efficient than the cross sectional model. The
reasons are that the heat flow need not be constrained to the reference plane and a 3D steady state problem is expected
to require less computing than the 2D transient problem. lowever, the coding is non trivial and the resulting equation
set, K T - b , is asymmetric. When it is coded, the authors expect it will make the cross-sectional model obsolete.
Neither the cross-sectional nor 3D steady state analysis shed any light on transient effects, such as weld starts or stops.
Both are only applicable to infinite prismatic geometries; i.e.. geometries that could be extruded. The arc must move in
the axial direction only. To deal with transient effects, an in plane or 3D transient analysis is necessary. For these reasons.
the authors have focussed their attention on the 31) transient formulation and neglected the 3D steady stat" anlaysis.
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Figure 13. Centreline (y/ 0 , Figure 5) cooling curves: (A) experimental bead-on-plate weld (se Figure
8), V 30 volts, I - 265amp., v 3.81 mrnjs, g(thickness)= 38 mm, T, 20.5 C (B) FEA computed:
ellipsoid parameters (see Figure 8) a, 9 mrm, a2 - 16rom, b 6 mrm, c 6rmm, thermal properties see
Figures 6 and 7, combined radiation - convection surface heat transfer equation h - 0.002411 V'" stW/m2C

(Vinoknrov t3l), arc efficiency rl 0.9 (shielded metal arc process).



2.4.2 Two Dimensional In-plane Model

If it is assumed that aT/'z = 0 for a weld moving in the x direction, where z is the through thiknes dir, tion, .

two dimensional in-plane model results (Fig. 14). This model is accurate for full penetration Ell welds il "acuo, her,

every line parallel to z is an isotherm (Fig. 14B). The error in the model grows as dT o- grows and more l.eat floi in

the z direction. In most arc welds this model does not predict the FZ shape or size accurately. Ilowever. in siirne s ,s it

projects or averages tWe three dimensional FZ onto the x - y plane and provides an estimate of the FZ size and shape Il

sufficiently thin sheets or plates it does provide useful data for points at some distance from the weld pool (Fig. 15) It

permits variations in the geometry of the x - y plane such as that found in the Houldcroft test specimen to he atialkiid

accurately and economically. More importantly the significant problem of weld starts and stns. ,if w hich repair wild- and

run-on and run-off welds are examples, can be analyzed (Fig. 14).

Run-off T -

AZ

steady 75mm -

, atniiiu -,mm state

6i 4-a• Rno

31ro 1521 tr,

Figure 14. In-plane FEA of a thin plate (9 -4 64mm) aluminum (Al 7(1)3) weld showing how the weld

pool expands from run-on size to the quasi-stationary state and expands again at run-off; welding process: gas

metal arc weld (GMAW): V 23.5volts, I 295arnps, v 21.5mm 's. T - 20.51'; ellipsoid parameters

ai = 3mm, a2 = 9mm. b 3mm: thermal properties: temperature sensitive thermal conductivity and

heat capacity taken from the data of Touloukian 36 . eminisivity - 0.2 '87 , and convection coetfficient

h - 12W'm
2

C 24.

2.4.3 Three Dimensional Model

A full three dimensional model with a sufficiently fine mesh can niodel the heat flow as accurately as errors in the

material properties, geometry, heat input, convection and radiation parameters permit. By repeating the analysis with

various estimates of the data, error bounds for the computed temperatures can be estimated. The reason that three

dimensional analyses have not been standard procedure for the thermal anaibsis of welds is simply that costs have tnot

been affordable. Chapman [271 clearly documented the trend that computing hardware costs fall tenfold and the efficiency

of numerical methods increases tenfold for a hundredfold fall in computing costs every seven years. The authors have

demonstrated that a three dimensional analysis of a weld is now possible ( Fig. 15). It is quite likely that 31) analysis will

become standard practise by 1990.

iS ~ L - ". .

wL

Figure 15. FEA analysis of an aluminum weld; (A) cross sectional model, (B) in plane model. (C) full

three-dimensional model, (D) experimentally measured time-temperature curve at 4 mm, mid- plane posi-

tion; GMAW process: V - 23.5 volts, I - 285amps, welding speed v - 21.Smm-s. T, - 21 C; thermal

conductivity taken from Touloukian 1361, emisivity r 0.2 :87, convection coefficient h = 12W/m
2

C ;24';

cross-sectional and three-dimensional ellipsoid parameters: at g 3mm, a2  9rm, b- 3mm, c =. 4mm;

inplane ellipse parameters al - 3mm, 612 - 9m, b 3mm.
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The cost can be minimized by utilizing three dimensional elements near the heat source where three dimensional effects

occur and a two dimensional in-plane approximation in regions farther from the heat source ( Fig. 16). The transition

from the three to two dimensional model must be performed properly. This is easily accomplished by applying sectorial

syntmetr) to the transition nodes 28'.

In the two dimensional region the through thickness temperature gradient due to convection or radiation is ignored of
course. A cross-sectional analysis can be used to estimate the error and even more importantly identify the region requiring

a three dimensional mesh.

Figure 16. A representation of a three dimensional mesh graded to a two dimensional mesh where the

through thickness heat flow becomes small. The dashed lines represent the physical dimensions of the work-

piece represented by the 2D mesh.

2.4.4 Spatial Discretization Requirements

How fine must the finite element mesh be? flow should the mesh be graded to achieve the desired accuracy while
minimizing the cost in both mesh preparation and computing? It is cheap to prepare a very fine mesh that gives accurate
results but this would produce very high computing costs. It is more difficult to prepare a carefully graded mesh to achieve

the desired accuracy with low computing costs. flow to prepare meshes that satisfy both criteria is a question that will

not receive a definitive answer for some years. The work of Kela, Voelcker. and (cildak 29 and Sheperd and La% 30 on

fully automatic mesh generation lead this field.

However, some guidelines can be offered. The mesh must be sufficiently line io rodei the heat source with adequate
accuracy. Specifically the Gaussian ellipsoidal model requires approximately four quadratic elements along each axis to

capture the inflexion of the Gaussian distribution. In Fig. 17. a (;aussian distrihu!ion is approximated with 4. * and

30 quadratic elements across the function. Four elements privihe a crude approximation and eight ',l eients increase the

accuracy considerably. With cubic elements. only two elements along an axis oh the elitud ia% 1- A-petable r'ara]

one quartic element is much more accurate than t-. quaihratic -i;ern tr

,*i
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FIgure 17. A pictorial representatin if the doble ellipsoid energ input distribution (cross sectional)
using: (A) two elements, Hi4) firir eletiien'.. I' mian elements along the v axis (Figure I't Note four

elements representing the intible a.ip ,h , ng at.% ni i ,s onc*t.'re . 0i, .Iil



2.4.5 Time Discretization Requirements

The use of two point integration in the time domain 131 implies linear interpolation. How long can the time steps
be before the error becomes unacceptable? Fig. 18 shows that approximately ten to twenty time steps are needed for

the ellipsoidal heat source to cross the reference plane in the cross-sectional model. In the in-plane atid three dimensional
models, the heat source may move approximately one half of a weld pool length in one time step.

It is important for the analyst to recognize the effect of interaction between the integration scheme; explicit (9 8 0),

Crank-Nicholson (6 = 0.5), Galerkin (8 = 2/3), and implicit (0 1.0), and any prescribed thermal loads, fluxes or power
densities. The prescribed thermal loads, fluxes, and power densities are all converted to an equivalent nodal thermal load
specified at the beginning of each time step and another at the end of each time step. The time integration scheme linearly
interpolates these to the 0 point. Several examples are shown in Fig. 18. Any convective or radiative loads are computed
at the 9 temperature and added to the applied thermal load. This load can considered to be applied for the full time

increment.

Hughes 1321 proved that the conductivity and capacitance matrices must be computed at the 0 temperature in a nonlinear
FENt analysis. Donea f331 showed that 8 2/3 is more accurate than 8 = 0.5 when high frequency components are present
in the loads even though the respective convergence rates are linear and quadratic. The work of Pammer '34 should beLconsulted for a criterion for determining element size to accurately analyze rapid transients in surface temperatures.

2.4.6 Non-Linear Material Properties

The basic reference on high temperature heat transfer by Rohsenow 135' deals with measurement techniques in detail,
References 36,37 summarize much of the published high temperature data. Notwithstanding the above, the greatest
limitation to computational weld mechanics is obtaining accurate temperature dependent material properties and models
to predict propertit; as a function of history; i.e., temperature, time, strain, etc. In general, properties depend on chemical
composition, microstructure. and dislocation density. Therefore they are dependent on the thermal history primarily

through microstructural effects such as precipitation, transformations, annealing, recovery, etc. They are dependent on
plastic strain history primarily through the density distribution of dislocations and vacancies. The analyst who fails to
find the property data required must either have the data measured or use some estimate, The sensitivity of the results to
the data can be checked by repeating the analysis with lower limit, best, and upper Jimit estimates of the data. However.
if the analysis involves several properties, many analyses would be required to test all combinations. In this situation the
analyst should consult an expert on the statistical design of experiments.
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Figure 18. Variation of power density as a function of time as the heat source passes the reference plane
in a cross -sectional FEA. The Gaussian energy distribution of a conical heat source as shown in Figure 10
is represented in this diagram. It is clear that 10 to 20 time steps are required to integrate the distribution

adequately.
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2.4.7 Thermal Conductivity

Most thermal analyses of welds over the past forty years have assumed that the thermal properties were constant. In

fact Rosenthal's analysis cannot be extended to include nonlinear properties because the final transformation he applies
is only valid for a linear equation. The thermal conductivity and volumetric specific heat of a 0.23 % C steel are plotted

as a function of temperature in Fig. 6 and 7 i371. The temperature dependence is clearly substantial. An example of

the error caused by assuming a temperature independent thermal conductivity and specific heat is shown in Fig. 19. The
values of constant thermal conductivity and specific heat chosen are those often recommended by advocates of Rosenthal's

analytic solution. The error is clearly significant. Actually the value of the thermal conductivity is frequently chosen to
obtain the best agreement with welding experiments. For steels, the value of 25 W/rn C is usually proposed for 3D heat
flow and the value of 41 W/m C for 2D heat flow I38. Clearly these fictious thermal conductivities are more correctly
called undetermined coefficients that are used to match the equation to experimental data. Since the error in the flux for a
given temperature gradient is directly proportional to the error in the thermal conductivity, it is desirable to use the best

available data.

The cost of incorporating temperature dependent thermal conductivity in FEM codes is trivial and it should be used
whenever the data is available. However, caution is necessary whenever the thermal properties are history dependent in
addition to temperature dependent. The investigation of Farnia and Beck 139i is an important contribution in this area.
They have shown that the thermal conductivity of aluminum 2024-T351 depends on the volume of precipitates. It appears
that their methodology can be applied to other materials and other properties. As it now stands the primary limitation

is that it only applies to plates in the solution treated condition and deals only with precipitation. Nevertheless, this is a

significant advance.

2.4.8 Heat Capacity and Latent Heats

The heat capacity, cp(T), and enthalpy, H(T) are related by:

fT

11(T) J CP(T) dT (9)

The temperature dependence of the heat capacity is usually incorporated into a FEM program by evaluating the capacitance
matrix at the 0 temperature 401. This value of the heat capacity then applies for the entire duration of the time increment.

In cases where the heat capacity varies rapidly as in ferrite near 700 C (Fig. 6), this can cause a significant error in a large
time step, An alternative method uses an average value computed from the enthalpy. i. cr - (112 - li1) (77 , TI) where

the subscripts indicate that the enthalpy has been evaluated at the beginning and end of the time step. When (T2 TI) 0.
care nust be taken to avoid this technique and simply use the temperature dependent vaise of Cr(T). Of course. small

tine steps should be considered to achieve the desired accuracy.

Transformations, such as melting and the ferrite-austenite transformation in steel are more diflicult to analyze rigor-
ously. The transformation surface; e.g. the liquid-solid boundary has a discontinuity in the thermal gradient which iovces.

During melting the latent heat is absorbed. During freezing the latent heat is released. Since this latent heat in steel is
2.1 x0 J m

5 
and the specific heat is 4.5 s I06 J/m

3
C, the transformation absorbs as much heat as a temperature change

of 470' C'. Solid solid transformations have less effect on the temperature field but because they can affect the cooling rate
substantially during transformation (Fig. 20), the microstructure can be altered significantly.
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Figure 19. Effect of thermal properties on the FEA computed weld cooling curve of a steel weld: (A)
variable thermal properties (Figures 6 and 7), (B) constant thermal properties k = 25W/mC, Cp = 6
10P J/mC. Weld parameters described in Figures 8 and 13.
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Figure 20. The time temperature centerline thermal history for a steel weld (see Figure 8 for welding

conditions) without latent heats of fusion and transformation (curve a): with latent heat of fusion included
(curve b); and with both latent heat of fusion and transformation included (curve c). Note the substantial
effect due to the latent heats f transformation.

The simplest method of including the latent heat is to compute the specific heat from the enthalpy as discussed

above. A better way is contained in the presentation of Rolphe and Bathe .411. Whenever a nodal temperature crosses a
transformation temperature, this is noted together with whether it is cooling or heating. A volume or mass is associated
with each node and the corresponding heat of transformation, J, is computed. If a node transforms, the temperature is
reset to the transformation temperature and the heat subtracted from the heat of transformation until it is reduced to zero.

At that time the node is set free. In all other respects, it is a standard FEM analysis. The algorithm is simple, relatively

easy to code, and efficient.

The most accurate method of dealing with latent heats of transfo rmation have been developed by Blanchard and
Fremont for analyzing frozen soils where the latent heat is the dominant effect and accuracy is critical [42]. However, this

algorithm, which can compute two phase regions or mushy zones, is more complex.

2.4.9 Precipitation and Solution Effects

Although the effect of precipitates on mechanical properties is well understood and documented, relatively little data
exists for the effect of precipitates on thermal properties. The thermal conductivity in 2024 T351 is a function of the

volume of precipitates. In aluminum 2024 alloys, the thermal conductivity is lowest when the copper is in solid solution

and highest when the copper is in the precipitate particles. Arajc and Beck 43] have presented equations for computing

the thermal conductivity of aluminum 2024 T351 during a thermal cycle. They proposed the following equations:

k(T, 1) k,(T) + [k,(T) kc, 1t '7(Tt) (10)

where

,l,(T) -8.68 > 2 , 3.59 , 10-'T (1t)

k,, (T) 1.18.2 0.115T (12)

ks(T) 73.2 - 0.3725T (13)

imq(T, 0 t) I
01 - (jf)'tw(T) -(Tf)j if 'hn(T) > m(T,l) (14)dt I

1000

r(T) exp(-31.93 1 15.7 10 ) (15)
T +t 273

It is a straight forward matter to incorporate these data and behavior into a FEA program to predict the volume
fraction of precipitate and the precipitation dependent thermal conductivity. There is a clear need to extend this method

to begin with any microstructure and to account for the solution or coarsening of precipitates.

Ashby and Easterling [44,451 predicted austenite grain growth in the HAZ of Nb and V microalloyed steels due to the
dissolution of NbC and VC. Ion and Easterling [45] have extended this work to TiC precipitates. Here the austenite grain

growth in the |AZ was due to Ostwald -,ing of TiC. Both papers predicted only the final austenite grain size. Although

their model does not predict the grain size or volume fractions of precipitate as a function of time and temperature, it
is an important step towards this goal. At this point in time this work has not yet been extended to thermal properties.

However, predicting microstructural changes that occur is an important first step and it is not difficult to imagine that
algorithms for computing thermal conductivity similar to the Arajc/Beck approach will appear in the future.



2.4.10 Convection and Radiation

Given the heat transfer coefficient, h, convective heat transfer is easily included in the FEM analysis. Newton's equation

for cooling, which may be taken as the definition of the heat transfer coefficient is q = h(T - T,,b). The value of h must be

measured experimentally or taken from handbooks which are based on experiment. Based on experimental data, Vinokurov

suggests the following equation for welding hot rolled steel plates [31. This equation includes both raniation and convection

effects:

h = 24.1 X 10-
4 

T'6t (W in.
2 C) (16)

Convection and radiation have little effect near the heat source where temperature gradients are steep and heat flow is

conduction dominated. Far from the heat source, heat flow can be convection dominated if the workpiece and jigging are

not so large that the temperature rise in the workpiece is negligible.

In radiative heat transfer the emissivity must be measured experimentally. In exceptional situations, it may be desirable

to take into account view factors. The analysis of an electron beam cavity is an example. If a laser beam interacts with
its plume, a participating media should be considered. Neither view factors nor participating media are considered in this
paper.

2.4.11 Errors in the Computed and Measured Temperature Fields

Sufficient data now exists to state that temperatures, T(x,y,z,t), can be computed accurately by FEA for welds

in steels (Fig. 13). However, more research is needed to establish appropriate models and their accuracy for welds in

aluminum alloys where precipitation effects are significant. For example, it is not clear whether the computed or measured
temperatures, shown in Fig. 15, are more accurate. In a discussion of errors in T(x,y,z,t), three distinct welds should be

recognized. First, the weld described by the experimental data; the weld computed by FEA; and the real weld. Both the

experimental data and the FEA results are in error. The issue is to determine the sources of the error. In the FEA the
uncertainty in the efficiency of the gas metal arc welding (GMAW) process is high. In the analysis shown in Figs. 14 and

15 it was taken as 65 %. The temperatures were measured with thermocouples pressed into a hole. An error of 0.5 mm in
positioning the thermocouple would have caused an error of 25 C in peak temperature in this particular situation. Weld

data must be measured more accurately and more research done on computer models in order to accurately compute the
temperatures in welding aluminum.

2.4.12 Difficult Issues

The difficult issues in welding heat transfer research that are currently being attacked and show some promise of
being solved include moving boundaries with two phase regions. The work of Blanchard and Fremont 42 is particularly

significant in this regard. The work of Oreper I1 on stirring in weld pools leads to the possiblitity of analyzing weld

processes more accurately. Computing the position of the free surface of the weld pool has not been attempted. Mass

transfer problems such as the welding of dissimilar metals or cladding stainless steel on structural steel involves the change
of composition of regions which welders call dilution. Very little is known about numerical modelling this problem. In
addition, predicting microstructures front the thermal history of a weld is a problem requiring conisiderable attentioll The

work of Coon 46 is a particularly promising solution toi this difficult probletn.

Most of these dilficult issues require the simultaneous solution of more than one differential equjation. Ibis is anl area
of intense interest in finite eletoent analysis research and progress is expected to be rapid.

3. MECHANICS - Displacement, Strain and Stress

The following is an attempt to explain the basic concepts of material behavtor that give rise to displacements, strains

and stresses. In a general way, there are three theories of elastic behvior - elasticity, hyperelasticity and hypoelasticity. A
fundamental assumption of elasticity theory is that a natural state exists that is in thermodynamic equilibrium. If a body
is cut into tiny cubes which are separated, the stress and strain in each cube should be zero. If the cubes are reassembled
in their original position and shape, the original stress and strain values should be obtained no matter how the cubes were
chosen or the order in which they we-" assembled.

The fundamental assumption of hyperelasticity is that the strain energy density is an analytic function of strain and
temperature. In simple terms, hyperelasticity assumes reversible thermodynamics. Ilyperelasticity is most successful in
the analysis of substances like rubber.

Hypoelasticity assumes irreversible thermodynamics. In particular, the stress and strain at any instant of time may
depend on the previous stress - strain values; i.e., the history. This is often referred to as rate theory. Since the stress and
strain in a welded structure obviously depends on the welding procedure, stress relief, etc., only hypoelasticity is capable
of analyzing welds. From this point onward, the term elastic will be used to mean hypoelastic in this presentation.
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3.1 Viscoelasticity

Materials behave elastically only for sufficiently small strains. For larger strains new phemonena appear. In sorne cases

they can be characterized by the simple models shown in Fig.21a.

The essential feature of all of these viscoelastic models is that if a unit load is applied, the displacement or strain varies

with time as shown in Fig. 21b. When the load is removed, the displacement varies as shown in Fig. 21c. Note that

for sufficiently long times, the displacement becomes constant; i.e., an asymptotic solution exists that does not depend on

time.

3.2 Viscoplasticity and Plasticity

The simple models shown in Fig. 22 illustrate the characteristic behaviour of plasticity and viscoplasticity. Specifically.

the models behave elastically until the critical load (stress) on the slider is i ttained. In plasticity, the slider is a simple
constraint that prevents the stress from exceeding the critical stress. Note chat there is no time dependent behaviour

explicitly incorporated into the plasticity model. However, the spring constant (Young's Modulus) and critical slider load

(yield strength) could be dependent on time due to a variation in temperature with time.

Viscoplasticity allows stresses to exceed the yield strength by incorporating a dash pot in which the velocity (strain

rate) is proportional to the over stress; i.e., the distance the stress is from the yield strength. The proportionality factor is

called the fluidity which is the reciprocal of the viscosity.

The question is which models are best for the analysis of welds? Only plasticity and viscoplasticity capture the

yield point behaviour of metals. Argyris [47] has argued that the two formulations are equivalent if performed properly.

However, neither exhibits secondary creep. Therefore, it appears that ultimately constitutive models must be developed

that incorporate viscoelasticity with plasticity or viscoplasticity. However, Zener's [49] view of a spectrum a viscoelastic

phenomena is nearer the truth. Each phenomena, such as the movement of vacancies, dislocations, grain boundaries,

etc., is characterized by a set of parameters which include a time constant. Developing algorithms for such models would

enable microstructural models to be incorporated into computational weld mechanics. While this is the direction in which

research is moving, it will be sometime before it is achieved. In plasticity, the time constant can be considered to be zero.

In viscoplasticity, the time constant is simply part of a numerical technique to solve the associated equations and usually

is not intended to capture creep-like behavior.
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Figure 21. (A) Models of linear viscoelasticity: (i) Maxwell, (ii) Vnigt, (iii) standard linear solid. (B)

Creep function of: (i) Maxwell, (ii) Yoigt, (iii) standard linear solid. A negative phase is superimposed at the

time of unloading. (C) Relaxation function, of (i) Maxwell, (ii) Voigt, (iii) standard linear solid.
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Figure 23. Influence of temperature and time on reliev-
ing stress. This steel contained 0.21% carbon and 1.44%
manganese. The tensile properties were: 500 MPa UTS,
250 MPa proportional limit, 36% elongation, and 73% re-

,77777-7777 duction of area. Stress is relieved a small amount at 205

B C, and is completely removed after some time at 760 C
Stress is reduced first by the recovery phenomenon, and

Figure 22. (A) Prandtl body corresponds to elastic then by permanent yielding. The latter is caused first

plus plastic flow. (B) An example of a viscoplastic model, by the reduction of yield strength at elevated tempera-
ture, and second by creep under the prolonged loading at
elevated temperature.

In the authors' opinion, viscoelastic effects are usually secondary in weld mechanics. Fig. 23 shows stress versus time
for stress relieving at various temperatures. The sharp initial drop in stress, due to the temperature dependent yield
strength, is captured by plasticity and viscoplasticity models. The slow decline in stress at longer times, which is due to
secondary creep, would be modelled best by viscoelasticity. In this example, the time at temperature is longer than in most
welding situations. Since the error in the plasticity model is small even in this case, the authors argue that a plasticity
or viscsplasticity theory should be used to analyze most weld mechanics problems. As expertise develops, viscoelasticity
should be added along the lines discussed above. This is referred to as unified creep plasticity models. Krieg '481 has shown
that several of these models have the same basic form. In all of these models experimental measurments of the parameters
is slow and expensive and the resulting equations are stiff which leads to numerical problems in implementing them in finite
element or other numerical codes.

3.3 Thermo-Elasto-Plasticity Theory

In each time increment, At, at each point in the material the temperature increment, AT. is first computed. Then

the total strain increment, dTst, is predicted. It is decomposed into an elastic strain increment, dr('" ' , a thermal strain
'3 'Jincrement, dt.

T 41", and a plastic strain increment, dPlan
i m ) d . Next, the associated stress increment, do,,, must be predicted.

If plastic deformation occurs, the plastic strain increment, d(,la,, must be predicted. The stress increment must satisfy the

yield criterion. This is called the consistency condition. It is not always recognized that in triaxial stress states, individual
stress components such as as can be far greater than the uniaxial yield stress without causing plastic deformation. The
obvious example is that no matter how great the hydrostatic pressure is, no plastic strain will occur in metals.

In accordance with most experimental data, we assume metals obey the von Mises yield criteria. It states that attainable
stress states are constrained to lie within a cylinder in stress space or, equivalently, a sphere in deviatoric stress space.
Strain hardening that changes the radius of the sphere while holding its centre fixed is called isotropic hardening. Strain
hardening that maintains the radius fixed but moves the centre of the sphere is called kinematic hardening. Zeigler '50
showed the centre must move in the direction normal to the yield function evaluated at the location of the stress state on
the yield surface. Isotropic - kinematic hardening permits both the position of the centre and the radius to change with
strain hardening.

In addition to strain hardening, the yield function is a function of temperature. Usually the radius decreases at higher
temperatures. Howl er, metallurgical phenomena such as precipitation hardening can cause hardening as the temperature
is increased. In passing through a phase change such as the austenite - ferrite transformation in steel, the yield strength
may be very low. Therefore the yield strength vs. temperature data shown in Fig. 24 should be considered only a first
approximation in most situations. Experimental measurements of the yield strength for the temperature and strain history
of the problem would always be preferred.

The plastic strain increment can be computed in four ways; the exact, radial return, secant, and tangential predictor
- radial corrector algorithms [51,521. Currently the radial return algorithm is recommended because it becomes exact for
both very large and very small strain increments and it is computationally efficient. For large increments the exact method,
which requires roughly twice the computational effort, may be more efficient. The basic step in all of these methods is to
project the plastic component of the trial strain increment onto the normal to the yield surface.



Temperature dependent effects due to the rate of change in Young's modulus, I'oissons ratio and the coefficient of

thermal expansion with temperature should be considered. Most formulations ignore these terms which can be significant.

One must distinguish carefully between the instantaneous coeflicient of thermal expansion, a, usually sed in thermody-

namic theory and a the coelficient of thermal expansion reported in most books on high temperature properties. These

are defined as: I oL I -T
LOT a - j dT

where T' is the reference temperature.

Details of thermo-elastic-plasticity theory are given by one of the authors, Patel 53'. The formulation is tested by

analyzing a uniaxial tensile test with varying temperature and cyclic loading. This simple test problem excercises maray
aspects of the phenomena.
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Figure 24. Temperature dependence of uniaxial yield stress for a low carbon steel (0.23 w ;o). stainless
(AISI 314) and microalloy fine grained steel.

3.4 Uncoupling Heat Transfer From Stress-Strain Analysis

The first point to recognize is that if the work due to plastic deformation in a fusion welding process is converted to hea.,
the change in the temperature field would be negligible. This would not be true in a processes such as rolling or extrusion

where the temperature changes due to plastic work can be hundreds of degrees 471. Then the heat transfer analysis and

stress - strain analysis are strongly coupled. In effect they must be performed simultaneously because the temperature
depends on the strain and the strain depends on the temperature. The problem is somewhat simpler in welding because

the temperature does not depend on strain. The heat transfer analysis can be performed first, and then a stress -strain

analysis can be performed.

3.5 Kinematic Models for Stress or Strain

3.5.1 Plane Strain Assumption

Most thermal stress analyses of welds performed to date have assumed plane strain conditions in order to reduce the

complexity of the theory or the computational cost. The experiments of Chihoski 15.1 561 and the FEA of Patel 53
clearly show that the assumption of plane strain is not valid. llence the queslion is how serious is the error in a plane

strain model. The answer depends upon which data are of interest. In edge welds in rectangular bars, the error in camber
is small. However, near the molten pool, the error in assuming plane strain conditions appears to be large 53 . Therefore,

it is probable that the plane strain assumption must be rejected and a full 3D stress - strain analysis performed in order

to analyze the formation of hot cracking and other defects that occur at high temperatures. In any case, the plane strain
assumptions could only be valid for prismatic geometries; i.e., sections that can be imfiagined as having been extruded. arud

in which the weld is in the direction of extrusion. At best, the plane strain model could analyze only a small fraction of

industrial welds. However, plane strain analysis has been valuable because it has facilitated research in weld mechanics

which would have been delayed had 3D analysis been required.

3.5.2 Axlsymmetry

Axisymmetry assumes that no parameters depend upon the angle, 9, in cylindrical coordinates, (r,z,f). Therefore the
weld heat source should ressemble a ring burner. In most welds this is obviously not appropriate. However. Marcal and
Hibbitt [581 used it to analyze welds but achieved relatively poor accuracy.



4. THERMO-ELASTO-PLASTIC ANALYSIS OF WELDS

The thermal strain and stress caused by a change in the temperature field is complex. Consider a unit cube that
undergoes a change in temperature AT. If the cube is unrestrained, the strain is (,; = oAT and the stress is or, - 0. If
the cube is fully restrained such that c, = 0, then the stress is Er, = Dj = DoAT6,j.

If the cube is free to expand on the top and bottom faces but the four vertical faces are held fixed, the situation is more
complex. If the stress exceeds the yield stress, plastic deformation will occur. In the above examples. the temperature
is constant at any instant of time. In real welds, the temperature gradients are severe in some areas; parts of the weld
are heating and expanding while other parts are cooling and contracting. Although it would be nicz to explain this with
simple intuitive examples such as those above; the complexity is such that it is best to simply state the fundamentals of
the necessary theory and utilize computer programs to compute the stress and strain. The fundamental equations are:

1. A change in temperature, AT, causes a volumetric strain oAT.

2. At each point, the strain increment can be defined as

dc,
0'  

d,.00- dd" - d 1)

d,, j' '
dEl-:D-1dok (20)oATS

'm
= , 26. (19)

dFl- A OF ll

where A is a nonnegative scalar.

3. The material is assumed to obey the isotropic kinematic hardening hypothesis and the hardening parameters are
assumed known.

4. The Young's modulus and Poisson's ratio are assumed to be temperature dependent.

4.1 The Liquid Pool

As the melting point is approached, Young's modulus and the yield strength approach zero. Since a small force will then
produce large displacements, the stress analysis will fail at some temperature. To be precise, the governing mathematical
equation changes from the equation of motion to the Navier-Stokes equation. The analysis must make this change or fail.
Methods for analyzing the behavior of fluid in tanks and resevoir - dam earthquake response are well established. lowever,
in these methods the Young's modulus of the solid does not approach zero gradually at the liquid solid interface. It is
large in the solid and zero in the liquid and the appropriate mathematical equations are applied in the liquid and solid

regions.

In welding the technique usually adopted is simply to set temperatures that are above some cut -off temperature to the
cutoff temperature. Patel [531 used a cut-off of 1200 C, Ueda 159' discarded all of the temperature - time curve except
the cooling part of the thermal cycle below 800C. This technique appears to be adequate for predicting residual stress and
strain. Clearly it would not be appropriate for a detailed analysis of hot cracking due to strain around the liquid pool

4.2 Strain Hardening Effects

Ideally, the effective stress - effective strain data should be measured by performing a unaxial tension - compression
test with the temperature and strain rate history predicted by the FEA. Such a test would also incorporate microstructure
effects accurately. The best strategy would be to perform a FEA with the best ava~lable stress strain - temperature
strain rate data and then use the results of the FEA to run unaxial tension - compression tests under the nearly identical
conditions. This could be done for one point in each of the important zones in a weld: i.e., FZ, coarse grained 1AZ. etc.
Unfortunately, very little data on high temperature stress strain curves are available. Until better data are available, it
will limit the accuracy of FEA analysis of welds.

4.3 Phase Transformations

Most analyses have ignored the effect of phase transformations on strain hardening. In carbon steel (AISI 1020). Patel
531 reset the effective plastic strain to zero at 700 C and 1200 C, to correspond to the austenite-ferrite transformation

and the cutoff temperature, and reset the yield criterion to the origin. This can be viewed as removing most of the effects
associated with reverse loading. However, a point in the HAZ that reaches a maximum temperature of 650 C would undergo

reversed loading. Fnr "eh points 3, the fraction of isotropic hardening, and I - 1, the fraction of kinematic hardening.
would be important. This is expected to be most significant in multipass welds. In austensitic stainless steel (AISI 304)
welds Patel i53i found best agreement with experiments by using 0 = 0.2 and resetting the strain hardening at 1100 C.
This is consistent with the metallurgy of 304L stainless steel. Here HAZ points with peak temperatures less than the cutoff
temperature will undergo reversed loading. This is why kinematic hardening is more important in 304 stainless steel welds
than in carbon steel welds.



The weld simulation tests of Jones and Alberry 160] are in this spirit. They heated specimens of 2CrMo, 9CrMo and

AISI 316 steels to a peak temperature of 1320 C. They then held the length fixed and measured the uniaxial stress as the
specimen cooled. The time - temperature cooling curve simulated that of the coarse grained HAZ of a weld. They also

measured the strain, the transformation kinetics and the high temperature yield strength. This is a paper that deserves

to be read carefully for its experimental techniques and results. However, the hypothesis for stress hardening and strain
is not based on rigorous continuum mechanics. The more rigorous method for analyzing temperature dependent uniaxial

tensile tests is given by Allen 61' and Patel 531.

In particular, Jones and Alberry observed directly that during an austenite - bainite transformation the stress falls to

zero. During an austenite martensite transformation, the stress becomes compressive. In part, this is because the volume

change to martensite is greater.

The ferrite - austenite transformation in steel has a volume decrease ot 1.16e% at 910 C. Greenwood and Johnson 62
showed that in a tensile test with a small uniaxial stress, cr. the plastic strain, n,,, in one cycle of heating and cooling

through the transformation is:
,3E V (22)

i, 0.93 1, 0 "tc, (23)

where E is the Young's modulus and V is the volume. In a sense, the yield strength drops to zero during the transformation

until the strain due to the transformation volume change is accommodated. At higher stress levels the plastic strain is

greater.

It is hypothesized by the authors that the following numerical strategy would be desirable. Th freezing index method

of [42! should be used to specify the fraction ferrite transformed. Then this fraction of the volume change should be applied
as an initial strain. The normal constitutive equations of each phase should be applied. Until the research is actually done.

this remains a hypothesis.

Currently, most analysts ignore this effect entirely. Andersson 24' varied the coefficient of thermal expansion to

accomodate the volume change. However, this misses the essential feature that a volumetric strain between two phases

of different yield strength steers the plastic deformation into the weaker phase. Patel's 53; approach of setting the strain
hardening to zero at the transformation assumes that a new phase is created with a low dislocation density. This is believed
to be valid and important but is an entirely separate issue from the transformation strain.

4.4 Residual Stress Computations in Singlepass Welds

Ueda '57] was the first to compute the residual stress in a weld using FEA. The next attempt to compute the residual

stress due to welding with FEA was made by Hibbitt and Marcal [58,. Their expertise in FEA is demonstrated by the

fact that MARC, developed by Marcal and Hibbitt, and ABACUS, developed by Hibbitt, are the most highly regarded
commercial programs for nonlinear FEA.

They recognized the need to compute the temperature field accurately. They empahsized the need to incorporate latent
heats and to use a variable other than temperature to capture the discontinuity in the temperature gradient at the FZ
boundary. This anticipates llanchard and Fremont's 42 replacement of the temperature field with the freezing index.

Their careful modelling of the addition of filler metal to the weld has not been repeated to date. lowever, their distribution
of heat in the weld was primitive. Their assumption of axisymmetry for a 75mm diameter circular bead on disc weld is
certainly suspect but the magnitude of the error has yet to be determined. From their data, the initial temperature would

be 427 'C at the end of the weld. Since they did not compare the computed and experimentally measured temperatures.
it is difficult to assess the accuracy of their computed ternperature field.

Their stress analysis appears to have used an elastic perfectly plastic stress strain curve with temperature dependent

yield point. Rates of properties appear to have been neglected. The paper (foes lot present sufli-iint detail to reconstr( I

their theory in detail. It is possible that their assumption of axisymmetry could be the most serious source of error.
The general pattern of the computed stresses did agree with experiment but the absolute values were often wrong by
500'r. The other unusual feature of this paper was the use of high strength steel IYSO and 1IY 130 150 where phase
transformation affects can be substantial. The poor results of this analysis by eminentlv qualified expirts in nonlinear
FFNM probably discouraged others from entering the fieli. It illustrates the danger of attempting too uinh too soon.

Following Ilibbitt and Marcal 58-, Andersson 2.1 was the next to attempl a rigorous FEM analysis of residual stresses.
In this study of a single pass weld in ISLA steel plate, the best available temperature dependent data was used. Temper-
atures were computed by FEA with a 2D cross-sectional model. lie used an enthalphy method to deal with latent heat
effects. The arc was modelled as a constant surface flux. The stress analysis appears to be based on the correct thermo

elasto-plastic equations for hypoelasticity, with a son Mises yield criteria and isotropic hardening. Seventy load increments
were used under plane strain. The agreement with experiment was excellent for the transverse stress but the error in the

longitudinal stress was significant, particularly on the lower side of the plate. Andersson discussed the possibility that the
error was due to assuming plane strain conditions or isotropic hardening. Although the paper is not entirely clear on this
point, it appears a cut off temperature of 1250 C was applied to avoid the difficulties associated with a stress analysis of
the liquid pool and the surrounding low strength material. Ile does not mention resetting the strain hardening at 800 C or
1250 C. Patel '531 found this to be an important source of error.



4.5 Residual Stress Computations in Multipass Welds

The work of Rybicki [641, who analyzed a thirty pass weld and Ueda !591 who analyzed a twenty pass weld are the
most important papers on multipass welds reported to date. Rybicki et al [64, computed the residual stresses created by
multipass girth welds in pipe. They analyzed AISI 304 steel pipes of 100 mn (4 in.) and 250mm (10 in) nominal diameter
with four wall thickness - schedules 10, 40, 80 and 160. Temperatures were computed with Rosenthal's solution for a point
source in an infinite solid - not an infinite plate. As many as 28 other point sources were then superimposed to force an
insulated boundary condition on the pipe wall. The elastic-plastic problem was represented as a series of incrementally
linear problems. Hence, the stress was computed in incremental steps but no iterations were used to maintain equilibrium
or to improve the incremental values. It appears that the only temperature dependent properties used were the coefficient
of thermal expansion and the slope of the stress-strain curve which was incorporated as an artificial Young's modulus. If
the stress decreased in an increment, the next increment used the real temperature dependent Young's modulus to cope
with unloading.

In computing the residual stress for 7 and 30 pass girth welds, Rybicki and Stonesifer 64 addressed a number of
issues. They applied the thermal loads in two steps - a heating step to peak temperature at the centroid of each element
and a cooling step. The temperature cutoff was 1150 C. If a weld was assumed symmetric, then of centre weld heads
were assumed to be performed as symmetric pairs. In the seven pass weld, they considered both caves and noted a sma:l
difference. The 30 pass weld was analyzed in nine layers. The temperature field for the passes involved in each laser were
applied separately. Then the peak temperature attained at each point; i.e., the envelope of peak temperatures, was used
as the thermal load to compute the stresses. They reported that an attempt to group the 30 pa.ses into 3 layers did not
yield useful results.

Ueda has contributed a great deal to computational weld mechanics since 1971 57 . His analysis of a multipass narro,
gap weld 63j concluded that considerable accuracy could be obtained while reducing C|PV costs by a factor as high as 4
by considering only every fourth pass. Indeed, the residual stress near the last pass can be computed analyzing the iast
pass alone. However, by computing the stress for every second pass, and using a coarse mesh. Ueda reduced CPU" costs i5y
a factor eight.

Rybicki .64i used an envelope of the combined temperature field for all the passes that were grouped into a layer. leda
used the temperature field only from the pass being analyzed and totally neglected the temperature field due to mi.sed
passes. Since both authors were able to obtain useful solutions to difficult problems with limited resources, these approaches
were worthwhile and represent a significant advance in computational weld mechanics. Their work denionstrates that rather
crude models which are computationally cheap can yield useful data. lowever, the longer term goal must be to dh.selop

the capability to analyze welds rigorously.

4.6 Time Steps

Most FEA analysis performed to date have used the same mesh and the same time steps btr 1-th the hal, trabr aid
the stress analysis because the programming is simpler. Andersson 21 changed the 6 nod,l triangles ,--l f,,r The hea
transfer analysis into 3 noded triangles for the stress analysis. The stability and ac, uracs, harav'eris i-s ,,f the hat tram-hr
and stress - strain analysis have fundamental differences. Therefore. it is not surprising that rompitat.,al c!shirw% , r

be improved by using different time steps in the two analyses. In broad terms, the sres., anas,-s r,ljir, - J;,r ::"!,
steps during heating and permits longer time steps during the cooling phase lmplocsn mg se h a s~r, , % r,.qr,- zi.,,
temperature-time data be interpolated or mapped onto the time stations in the strcs, -train asas l,te' reri a 21)
heat transfer analysis to a 31) stress-strain analysis. 6.5 summarizes re,-cnt tvelopne;nts i, FF ks I . I --a -. ,i
and Belytschko that allow different elements in an analysis to have litfer,.ni t , t,, prid ,
multiples of the shortest tite step. In the analysis of large ind trial ILr>. t I- <r,. ,. ,. ,

substan tiall.

5. VERIFICATION METHODS (Mechanics)

Under very restrictive assumptions, it is sometrmes possible to proe that a rgrari oi,,rr, , ,s,- ,

general acceptance that it is not feasible to prove that a large complex progran, A ill alaay prodi e he - rc r ar.-s
just as it is not feasible to prove that an aeroplane will not fail. In ,ot h cases. methods have le n d,-cl,ed no Tomnrimc
the risk of failure but not to eliminate it entirely In computational mechanics the basic method invlves ,evral tags

The FORTRAN compilier detects errors in syntax. When these have been corrected, the analyst hen tests the simplest
possible problems that exercize the theory including all types of initial and boundary conditions. The exact answers to
these problems should be easy to compute by hand and usually they require only one element. The uniaxial tensile test is
a good test problem. Care should be taken not to use unit values of thickness, specific heat, etc., because a b - r and
a z e are not distinct when 6 I. When such tests are performed, it is more lik, that the correct input format hast
been used and that the output data is properly understood. The next series of test problems should attack slightly more
difficult problems such as the stress in a thick cylinder or cantilever beam. They usually use a small number of elements.
In this case the FEA solution is likely not exact which gives the user a beter appreciation of the FEA approximation to
the exact solution, how fine a mesh is required and what type of elements are most efficient.



The development of a verification procedure is an important element of computational weld mechanics. It requires

care, knowledge, time and money. Since it is an excellent mechanism for evaluating the progress and qualit of a proe t.
the wise manager will stress its importance. The reader is referred to Patel 53 for an additional details.

The testing of thermo-elasto-plastic codes has received little attention in the literature which reflects its immiaturity
The most rigorous tests are given by Patel 153,. His verification program started with a simple uniaxial tensile test in which
complexity was increased in steps by adding reversed loading, thermal loading, temperature dependent material properties.

and rate dependent material properties. In all cases the FEA results should converge to the exact result. 'atel's next test
was a thick cylinder under internal pressure, A thermal load due to a temperature gradient was added later.

The final test was an infinite strip with a transverse temperature gradient. Fig. 25 compared the closed form solution
to his FEA solution. This result was important because it increased confidence in the program and it demonstrated that

the rate dependence of the constitutive prcoerties was significant. Neglecting rate dependence would have resulted in an

error in strain of 50 %. In the available literature only Patel 53, and Argyris, Szimmant and Willan 18 have included this
effect in a weld analysis. However, neither ran the analysis with and without rate dependent properties to dezerme it,
effect on an actual weld analysis. Most papers consider only temperature dependence: i.e. the modulus of el a-tiit, il(1).

and ignore terms with dE dT. More experiments and FEA is needed to clarify the effect.

PLASTIC STRAIN COMPARISON PLASTIC STRAIN COMPARISON

il Fx VTbov

i .. . . .. f J -

W ,,ft. P Sut, S.,t, -1 A Ef,.w,, Pl..k s.,.la. l B

Figure 25. (A) Elasto- plastic analysis of thin strip with isothermal material properties comparison of

plastic strain (tP) distribution. (B) Elasto plastic analysis of thin strip, nonisothermal material properties -

comparison of plastic strain (J) distribution.

6. COMPUTING CAMBER IN EDGE WELDED BARS -An Example

IDistortion or residual strain increases the Coet of, ftarI at[g welded structures and may detract from their performance
or appearance Sotte i.ea s 141 eUrrent inI iustrinl pira rise cat be fiound itt reference (4;. Here, a stnmarv otf Patel',

53 analysis of the ietorti.. of ",!ge 'l st'eel bar, I presented to demonstrate the potential of computational weld
nehanecs Patel chost. t, anal ze an edge weMlh (n rectattguhar liars of a carbon steelI ( Al,l 1020) and a stainless steel ( A IS[

30114L. ['he problem is of part iilar mtnerest sin-+ welder have long recognized that austenitic stainlesis steel workpiseces
distort about three titts as luch as welded carbon steel workpieces if all other factors are held constant, H owever. tie
reason for this differente has not been explained If his computed camber agreed with t Ile camber measured b I logatn 67
this would support hi analssis et,thods

The geometry and welding praratneters art' shown in Fig. 26. Patel Iirst tompted the transient temperature field

using the cross sectional modlI shown in Fig. 2 The results shown in Fig. 27 dennstrate that the IIAZ defined by the
A)0 C isotherm is milh larger in the 3011, bar This strongly suggests that stainless steel will distort more than carbon

steel. It is ttot obvious that the It AZ of stain less steel should be larger than that of carbon steel until such computatiois

are actually carried it.

'atel's next step was to analyze the transient strain using the nesh shown in Fig. 29 Here the transient temperature

fielt is a boundary condition that must he transformed from the original 21) cross sectional heat transfer analysis to the

31) stress analysis. Furthermore the stress analysis used different time steps. This capability of mtapping data front one

mesh to another will become increasingly important in coping with the complexity of industrial welding problenis.

This 31) mesh is somewhat less constrained than a plane strain analysis. The a-ssumption is that the ends of the lkp
are fixed which (Ioes not allow the bar to bend freely during the weld. flowever, the temperature varies in the longitudinal
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Figure 26. Gometry. finite elertient mesh and bound- Figure 27. Transient isotherms (i.e 15Nt), 800 and
ary conditions for transient cross-sectional heat trans- W00 C generated for Ii) a AIsT 304 stainless steel anid ii!

fer analysis. (d 50mm. h 12.7mm.n I 1000 m r. a AISI 1020 carbon steel. (d S0mm. h 12.7 -,i.

45 0.4kJ mmr) I 100 WOrim. Q5 0.4 kJ mm)

direct ion anti sonic of the nodes are free to rroie t his direction. Neither is Itrue for a plAne strain model, If the plane sita
assiumiptiotts %were % ald t h e stress cotnpienentls i'i. o-it . e,. and thteir corresponding sl rai!i coiniporinents %woud be 7er, 1-.

fact, Patel found t hett to be ot yeld point tttagnitule at certain totres during the %eld. Th is is in agreement with the

,\eS~riniieits oft ifi-tisi

'locotlipute tile caotfber, leatel perforrinei a third attaissis in which tile o,,. irl ~sstress ,mopotnent, were prolectet.

into the (r2.xZt plane of thte mesh showtn in lig 2t) ['his was analycI ed itt plate stress with the ends of the bars smnlp'N

,ipported -The resultitig camtber shows rettiar kab i agreretcnt a it h Hoegan enperimen tal data Fig.- 30t

These results do not esplait a hy austenitic stainless steel acids thistrti- ree times as much as carbon steel wei&

Is it die to differences in the t hertmal conduicts itv ir slic itu heat ior is it due to differences itt the stress5 Strainenre

Hlowever, by repeating P'atel's analysis with different vAlues if these paratteters. this questioin could now, be answered,

Thleromputing tLinte for theleII artaid sis a as rouxhl i, mi aor n r4polhslo DN fe~iOfor each bar tiupercortpult,, crnoig!f
riin it 20 to 100 times faster [lie comttputitng 1cu1t is lf !i. cur of a fe-a ith rei dllars per liar which is comrparabie to

tle cost ofi the experiment Suiftisare ritw undtier test prit-, Toi at;ii% i muiic h :arger Vf) tiefies at iecen loss-r costs

A

A B

Figure 28. (A) Geometry of bar slice for 3 D stress Figure 29. Geometry, boundary conditions and finite

analysis, (R) finite element mesh for 3- D bar slice for element mesh for 2-D plane stress analysis of camber;

streens analysis. i.e. beam deflection. (d = S0mm, h 12.7-m Im.

1000 mm, Q 0.4 kJ../mm)



DISPLACE~MENT COMPARISON

weldedl steel bars: edge Aires ertu1 dk.1i non, bar dienio 127g 00 m

expnsin nd ontacionin ac ofthee tris (li tothetepertur feldif ofedge and botltlsin '20121 P;l alunr nu:,

lieconludd tata snal inens baxil cmprssin tres feldexstsned texists near he' the ile-Kire-ol

fied teremavbe ga ora tnsie sres fild.Behnd hecomrpressiont field a tensile field or a I ratk Iai appearI lhe

strtig aspect of Cihsister t, htb ayn h welding procedulnre. the, postt on of til Iotre' .1 r'if

onmtrolled. I-or eape vpaigiintlsodfctonregion, fot cracking Io
1 

M si Spprir'nl..

snitsupport fi~s theory, (iihfoski developred a Mire' Fringing techiniq~ue to) tinasire Ci'lsllaretim'ints ihinrng v''g.' arl o,

weli"'Iodv hi tchiqe s in o tlemostpoerulmensof ;cssessing F'lFA of st msan t Tramn in ,s*l d, 'i'
Jtfiiis i t5or more o il \Iirv' fritigiig nitlisrs for itirasuritig st raitn in -- I

I nihoski i- i tse t)udesadandnslv a nfrrer oif cottitinin prolhlet Is nCrin ks and tic lru- acrks, Eriri

gapintg. up~sr- and prart iitortionu. szifen changes itt current dirttiatif anid .ini's t'-' tled r-;rol-I asn Iseinl qn.i If-
rirtstepi the jrirsitin antf tressare of hot

1 
dfowtn fingers, the irilloeni- of ituliof" 1,,- i T oit l!n"iv ,t fic

gafis. lie argured tlti these rararmeters crold ber tipt inti/r toi iritiii Icratk fr- e id,

'heauthIrs' rotusitler ChIilirskis prapers to lie attirtg the trnist iuum,rtattt 17, -!on'rtn . in..' 'tis i

cotrtftter expreriertce in prr-dnictirrn welds witht att insight intoi Weil rrechattirn torcitn, a tfni'ur% Thnat rttuaiel1
robservahioins atid predficted solutions to his probhlemtts, IThe fart thfat Iris tliters was ruit na-al n-t eigotrou. ituroioit
Mrechfanics is tin ittipurtant.- It was profrafil as complex as culd 1sbe miatragedt at tiel tlnle I' li, ittfrr antisse is thfit 1t
pros ned a fraoiewrork fir rat irnalizing stress anif strain in welids. lIe was not abrle tir pro-dit. ttresses act irrtelN iner %a- hie
abrle to atrplv it tro comnrplex gerttetries. '['le F-l-A lecftniques dlescribred in this review clr'aelr ivrfoitrs I fiee litttitat ntis
anif pri es tle 'iprprirtiutity Ii ito frier test Ann ext end I hih ''ski's vsisum

8. THE COMPUTING ENVIRONMENT

8.t Trends in Computer Hardware
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by its speed in performting certain te. s such as multplying two matri- or rufsnttg a "', -it , ,r l.i.-ti- li,- -ii,

of a computer is usually measured by its memory size. Superconpllpters a.t- ll ti. nirti-i 1. srgte a., It, .ar, P'i-ri,-i
computers usually have 61t or 512 Kbytes of memory. In addition to tit -ize of th, i tntrS, th,. -,t, f I.- - ,biri-a,

rntory s implortant. This ranges fron 32K words in an ItM PC to I(i M-rrds or irer,, in ;re-ir-oittl t:,rk-t t-:- ,

mainframes. The functionality of a comtiputer is iteasured by the ricness aI iai,,, -, .tii rn-, , -,St, , r l! , -,t!!5i r.

retmorkirig, editors, etc. Its operating systet should hide Ias ainny il t a, a.- ,.--.btli -s :0, :;,rrn mi , a< ,c I,-
u-,r.

The (lock ccle tittie in the fastest cormputlrs is roughly only ti-n titti, s fai it, rvati-, b , , , , -ti ,. r -, , , ili-

they are all limited by the speed of transistors. To achieve greater throiglitit, rmputer ar, h , - T,;rn !o trs ;I i ir , -iriv,

or parallel processing. The falling costs of designing and building cotitput'rs ia-s enrourag-d 0ii, I r,t,L The grt.t-st ,aUti

are obtained frot parallel processing when the colltputer architecture is designed for spe it-i ago t il lit, ' Corn ll-tir tr

CAT scanning. the IRIS for graphits, attd tte F'S 161 for strin-tiral atalnakis arte examples.

At least as important as these cost trends, is the change in the nature of computing from an electonic siide rut, towards

a totally integrated work environment for the individual and an integrated management systert for the organization

Graphics, documentation software and laser printers, spread sheets and databases, are among the growing list of softwar,-

tools and peripherals that make ttp a computer environment. From this viewpoint, the computer is rapidly evtlving a
capability to mirror the real world it is used to analyze. The greatest contribution of computing may awell be that it

rewards the search for entities and processes that are fundamental in both the natural and the artificial world.

The goal of artificial intelligence (Al) is to computerize those tasks such as designing, planning, scheduling an, chess
playing, that are not based on simple natural laws such as the conservation of mass, energy and momentum. The [S'AF

calls this command, control, communications and intelligence or C
3
1. Al has had its greatest success in expert systers

that mimic an expert in a narrow field of knowledge. Certainly, expert systems can and will be developed to assist welding
engineers in selecting processes and procedures, where such decisions are based on judgement and not mathematical
analysis. Extending this to broader fields is the current challenge. It will require new methods and new computers such as

the Japanese "hunch cruncher". Computational weld mechanics will be increasingly integrated into such systems.

8.2 Computational Geometry

Geometry is one of the pillars upon which computational weld mechanics is built. For decades engineers have used

drawings to specify designs. Drawings are a complex ambiguous language that is inappropriate for computerization. In
computer aided drafting, the computer stores the lines and symbols from the drawing. btt does not understand them and
cannot interpret them. With wire frame models that store vertices and edges, the computer has some understanding of

the geometry and can rotate an object or at least its wire frame representation. flowever. the ambiguity of wire frames

prevents the program from computing values such as the volume of an object.

Modern computational geometry has developed representations and operations that overcome these difficulties (Fig.
31). The best known of these is solids modelling which was developed to provide a mathematically complete representation

of the geometry of an object 1701. A solids modeller can answer any geometric question such as, "What is the centre of
mass, volume, and moments of inertia". The high quality graphics images they provide are of great valte. There is no
doubt that computational weld mechanics must utilize solids modelling to deal with geometric issues.
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Figure 31. The representations and set operations that have been ,'Pveloped for computational geometry

are shown above.



8.3 Better Algorithms

It can be argued that the gains in computational weld mechanics to be made by developing better algorithms are more

important than the gains in computer hardware. The weakness of this argument is that these algorithms will shortly be

transferred to silicon; i.e., hardware. The strength of the argument is that the algorithm must come first. Moreover, people

in computational weld mechanics are much more likely to develop algorithrm than computer hardware.

8.3.1 Mesh Generation

To perform a heat transfer or stress analysis a mesh must be generated. The most popular commercial mesh generators

are Patran G, Ansys, Femgen and Supertab. Their fundamental limitations are that the mesh is difficult to change during

an analysis; the mesh design requires expert judgement and it is labour intensive. I

A new class of mesh generators are being developed by Kela, Voelcker and Goldak 29 and Sheperd and Law 301 that

do not depend on expert judgement. They are fully automatic. Since 90 % of the time and cost of a FEM analysis of a

complex structure currently is absorbed by pre and post processing, progress in mesh generation is a critical factor that is

pacing the development of computational weld mechanics.

The automatic mesh generators open the possibility of changing the mesh at any, even every, time step. This is

particularly important in welding where a fine mesh is needed near the molten pool and a coarse mesh far from the molten

pool could decrease costs and improve performance by several orders of magnitude.

The arbitrary Euler-Lagrange method 71, would allow a fine mesh that moves with the arc. The mesh far from the

arc would be stationary. The mesh in between would move with a velocity that is interpolated.

The above examples illustrate the rapid improvements expected in mesh generation methods that will reduce the cost

of FEA of welds and permit real welding situations to be analyzed routinely.

8.3.2 New Fornms of Elements

In 3D analysis, brick elements are prefered because they tend to be more accurate and easier to use and interpret than

tetrahedral elements. However, it has been difficult to grade a mesh with small brick elements near the welding arc to

capture the rapid changes in temperature and large brick elements far from the arc where he temperature varies slowly.

To solve this problem, McDill, Goldak and llibby 72 developed a special brick element for graded 31) meshes.

The advantages of this element are demonstrated by analyzing the problem shown in Fig.32 . Using a Gaussian solver.

the computational cost varies as n7 and memory requirements vary as n' for the uniform mesh. In comparison the cost

and the memory requirements vary as log9i n for the graded mesh. It is expected that even for problems of a modest size.

a personal computer with McDill's graded elements would out perform a supercomputer with a uniform mesh. The larger

the problem the greater the advantage of the graded mesh. This clearly illustrates that the gaits from better algorithms

can easily outpace the gains from better computers.

/1

Figure 32. (A) A uniform mesh n 4 and (i) Mcl)ill's grading scheme for a cube of n 4. The number
of elements is equal to n

3 
and 7 log 2 n I. The computational cost varies as tr and log 2 n. (Where: n is the

number of elements along an edge in a uniform mesh and, in is the number of recursive subdivisions of the

tipper left hand cube. Note: the size of the element in the tipper is the same when n 2'.)

8.4 Equation Solvers

Current commercial FEM packages spend up to 9004 of the computing time solving a set of linear equations, Kz = b,

'731 using a Gaussian elimination method. New computer architectures, such as Floating Point Systems' FPS-164 MAX
use parallel processing to solve this equation set so quickly that it requires as little as 10%f of the CPU time. However, no

currently conceived computer could cope with memory requirements for solving large problems in this way. For example,

an implicit in-core solution of the Navier Stokes equations for a cube discretized into 128 Y 128 s 128 eight-noded brick



elements would require 1011 64 bit words of memory with current commercial FEM codes. This is 10000 times more
memory than the largest computers have today.

To address this problem, incomplete Choleski conjugate gradient (ICCG) solvers have been developed for fluids problems
by Glowinski, 174' and by Jenning and Ajiz '75] for structural problems. Although the experience to date does not permit a
definitive statement, the evidence suggests these solvers require less CPU time and less memory for large problems. Hughes

,76, 77 has developed an iterative method that promises to solve the memory problem and reduces the CPU costs. With
his method, the global equations Kr b are never assembled. The solution proceeds almost entirely at the element

level. More research is needed to confirm the performance, robustness and limitations but the potential of the approach is
obvious.

8.5 Spatial Integration Schemes

Since FEM is primarily an exercise in numerical integration, it is not surprising that better integration schemes are
being sought. Numerical integration schemes replace an integral bv a summation: e.g. f', f(.r)dr - %" rfflx.). Tbe
choice of the number of sampling points. i, the weights, u-,. and the location of the sampling points. x,. characterize the
integration scheme. If f(x) is a polynomial of degree 2n 1, it can he integrated exactly, withi n sampling or integration
points as shown by (;auss. In two dinensions. the stiffness matrix of the popular 4 noded rectangular element can be

integrated exactly with four integration points. If only one integration point is used, the integration is approximate and
spurious nodes may appear that corrupt the solution. tlelytschko 79 discovered a way to retiove these spurious modes
and thus reduce the integration costs by almost a factor of four.

8.6 Time Integration Schemes

In transient heat transfer analysis, the FEM program must integrate a set of ordinary differential equations in time:

C,'! - KT F -0 (24)

where T is temperature, C is a capacitance matrix, K is a conductance matrix, and R is a load vector. Current commercial
FEM programs use two point integration schemes that are either explicit or implicit. Explicit schemes use primarily element
level operations. The cost per time step is small but time steps must be short - less than 12/2a where I is the shortest
distance between nodes and a is the thermal diffusivity. Thus, the element with the smallest critical time, i0 2o, controls
the time step. Implicit schemes solve a global set of equations Kr - b which is expensive but can take larger time steps
roughly ten times larger. Provided the load does not vary too rapidly, the longer time steps can be more efficient.

A recent development in integration schemes allows those elements with short critical time steps to be integrated
implicitly with longer time steps and those elements with longer critical time steps to integrated explicitly 79. This can
reduce computing costs dramatically.

The generalization of this concept to use different time steps in different elements is called subcycling 78. MrDill is
applying this to welds to achieve dramatic gains. The mesh shown in Fig.33 is created by recursively subdividing the square
m times. The number of elements is I 3m; the smallest element has edge length L 2'; and critical time step 22m aL2.
If each element is integrated only with its critical time step, the number of element time steps 3(2- 1) or 0(2"). If all
elements are integrated with the smallest critical time step as is current commercial practice, the number of element time
steps is:

(I + 3m)2 2
,0/L

2  
or 0(m2 2

,) (25)

If i = 9, subcycling can reduce the CPU cost from 106 to 103. Hlere again, the power of better algorithms to

dramatically reduce computing costs is illustrated.

A C

Figure 33. The mesh in (A) is obtained by recursively subdividing the square in the upper left hand corner,
This can be significantly more efficient than the regular mesh shown in (B) or the grading strategy used in

(C) for point like loads at the upper left hand corner.

A



9. RELATION TO CIMS

Weld mechanics must be knited into computer aided design and fabrication analysis that creates a computer integrated
manufacturing system (CIMS). This is discussed at length in reference 80J. Given the capability of analyzing a design
or process, numerical optimization techniques can be applied to optimize it in terms of design goals such as minimizing

weight, cost or time subject to requirements such as bearing certain loads over certain spans. This will lead to more
efficient, higher performance products. However, the prerequisite for optimization is the capability of accurately analyzing
welds. The methodology for numerical optimization of design problems is presented by Esping 81 and Vanderplaats .82.

10. CONCLUSIONS
This paper argues that the capability exists to accurately compute the temperature, strain and stress in welds and

welded structures. The costs which now are often less than the costs of experiment, will fall by more than a factor of
1000 in the next seven years and in large problems by a much larger factor. Thus, we conclude that computational weld
mechanics will become the driving force advancing welding technology.

Chihoski's [54] recomendation still says it best: A changed set of conditions often changes the weld quality too subtly
to be seen, except in large quantities, and there are too many possible changes to try. Hit or miss changes in the perfect

lab (the production shop) are often not permitted. It would seem then to be of great use to the welding industry to develop

and evolve computer programs that rigorously portray the stress and strain arrangements for different weld conditions. This
route may be the only path from the current state of of technology to the ideal in scientific promise, where a manufacturer

who chooses an alloy and thickness and weld conditions can find out the value of each of the other weld conditions that

minimizes his production problems.

This paper has argued that Chihoski's vision is rapidly becoming reality and will soon be part of normal operating

practise in the welding industry.
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ETUDE DE LA SOUDABILITE PAR FAISCEAU

.ELECTRONS DE SUPERALLIAGES PAR ANALYSE MORPHOLOGIQUE

DES ZONES FONDUES

F. PIERQUIN J. LESGOURGUES

LABORATOIRE ASSEMBLAGE METALLURGIQUE

DIRECTION TECHNIQUE

SNECMA

2, Bd Victor

75724 PARIS CEDEX 15

RESUME

Le soudage par faisceau d' 1ectrns, caract~ris6 par une forte Onergie sp~cifique,
permet le soudage a des vitesses 6lev~es. Les zones fondue et les zones thermique-
ment affect~es obtenues sont troites et les cycles thermiques correspondant brefs,
i1 enr~sulte des contraintes blev~es au niveau des soudures. Ainsi le soudage des
superalliages A haute resistance, pr~sentant des caoacit~s de deformation limit~es,
peut poser des probl~mes de fissuration A chaud.

La forme du bain fondu est logiquement reconnue comme un facteur important sur l'ap-
par-'.on et la nature des d~fauts : fissures verticales, horizontales, longitudinales,
de doigts de gants ....

Pour repousser la limite d'utilisation du proc6d0, une technique permettant d'6tudier
la morphologie des bains liquides et d'6tablir une corr~lation avec la nature des
d~fauts rencontres a ft d~velopp~e.Le proc~d6, fond sur une pollution du bain A un
instant donn6 du soudage permet de r~v~ler, par des examens micrographiques, la forme
du front de solidification sans interfrence sur le processus.

L'INCO 718 en assez forte 6paisseur, configuration correctement maitris~e sur le plan
je la soudabilit6, est trait6 dans ce texte titre d'exemple.

SUMMARY

Characterized by a high specific energy, electron beam allows a high wel,;i,1g velu-:ity.
The melted zones and heat affected zones are narrow and the thermal cycles involved
are short, and, there fore, the weld joints are submitted to high stresses. Thus,
welding of high strength superalloys raises hot cracking problems, due to their low
ductility.

The configuration of the melted pond is logically recognized as an important factor on
the generation of defects and on their type : vertical cracks, horizontal cracks, axial
cracks,spike cracks, etc...

To extendthe applications of the process, a technique was developed to investigate the
melted pond morphology and establish a correlation with the type of defects observed.
The process, based on the pollution of the melted pond at a given time during welding,
reveals ; though micrographic examination, the solidification front configuration.



:NP-ODUC !!ON

C d~veloppement de mat~ri aux toujours plus r~si stants a des temperatures 61ev~es
est un des buts de la metallurgie dans le domaine des turbomachines. Malheureuse-
ment, nis fort logiquement, les progres r~alis~s sur les alliages s'accompagnent
d'une difficult6 croissante dans l'application des techniques d'assemblage metal-
lurgiques.

Le soudage par faisceau d' lectrons. couramment employ dans 1 industrie aeronauti-
que pour assembler des ensembles fixes ou des pieces tournantes fortement
sollicit~es, n'6chappe pas A cette 101. Par exemple, le soudage des superafliages
de fonderie et m~tallurgie des poudres peut poser des probl~mes da fissuration a
chaud.

Cependant des r~sultats satisfaisants ont 6t obtenus par une determination em-
pirique des parametres op~ratoires. La forme du bain de fusion tant logiquement
reconnue comme un facteur important dans 1 initiation des d~fauts, il est apparu
n~cessaire d' tudier plus scientifiquement ce facteur pour maitriser le soudage
de certains de ces alliages.

Des techniques d'examen existent deja (l). Toutefois leur mise en oeuvre est peu
accessiole. Un procede a t developpe A ]a SNECMA pour repondre a ce besoin.

Le propos de cette presentation est de decrire la technique d'examan mise au point.
L'alliage 718 a 6t6 retenu pour en ilustrer le developpement, cette configuration
etant parfaitement maitrisee sur le plan de la soudabilite.

2. LES DEFAUTS DE ZONE FONDUE

Vans une soudure realisee par faisceau d' ectrons, les anomalies suivantes
peuvents etre rencontrees

-defauts d'aspect visuel et/ou geornetrique,

-fissuration de zone affect~e,

-fissures, cavites et soufflures de zone fondue.

Les d~fauts de la derniere categorie sont en general les plus critiques at diffi-
ciles a eliminer. !Ils pauvent se classer et se d~finir de la faqon suivante

a) Les fissures horizontales dans le sens longitudinal de la soudure (figr l
se forment ors drerdiamn vrsamipaisseur de la piece, sont
imputables aux facteurs suivants(2) (3) 14)

-lpaisseur soude

] a nature et le niveau de resistance de lalliage,

l a for-me du bain de fusion.

b) Les fissures verticalas dans le sens longitudinal de la soudure (figure
resutntd adhrued iea, sous effet des contraintes de retrait,
dans un plan correspondant physiquement au plan de zonvergence des dendrites
lieu privilcegiCe des sckgrogations, impuret~is et microretassures.

c) Les retassuras verticales dans le sans-longitudinal de Ia soudure_(figur Il
r~sultent d'un manque de liquide en fin de la solidification de poches qui se
trouvent parfois emprisonnees au cours de soudage. Ces retassures sont,



dans I plIupart des c as, fines et souvent ass imilI es a des fissures. C est en
proc~dant a un examen fractographique que I'on peut las distinguer. Il a ft
constate (2) (5) qua les retassures se forment dans des &largissements du cordon
at que leur formation paut etre periodique.

d) Lessouflures_(pr jt 2, sont de petites bulles gazeuses pi~g~s lors de la solidi-
ficaion daelTa zone fondue. Laur diamftre varie de quelques centi~mes de millimetre
a plusieurs millimetres dans les cas extremes (figure 5). Leur pr~sence peut tre
due au rejet de gaz dissous lors de la solidification du liquide ou aux vapeurs
d~gag~es par la decomposition des corps exog~nes.

POe) Les cavi t~s (cavit)(fgr4, sont le propre du soudage des fortes paisseurs.
Ellas--- cosituent la difficult6 majeure du soudage par FE pour las aciers au-dela

de 50 mm (6) (7). Leur formation est associ~e a des 6largissements de la zone fondue.
Files se localisent 9 n~ralement au niveau ou le faisceau pr~sente la plus forte den-
sit6 6lectronique (volume focal) (3) t8).

f) Les d~fautsdedoigtsdegant sont des pointes de p~n~tration du faisceau 6&ectronique
rencntres ystmatiquement en fond de cordon, lors de soudage a jet non d~bouchant.

aes pointes de p~n~tration donnent au fond de cordon un aspect en dent de scie, ce
qui nest pas un d~faut en soi. Par contre, elles constituent des sites oa apparaissent,
fr~quemment des dffauts tels qua cavit~s, fissures, gouttes froides, d~s qua 1l@pais-
seur soud~e d~passe 3 mm, quel qua soit la nature de l'alliaga (figure 6). Des etudes
ont 6t effectu~es (1) (8) pour comprendre las m~canismes da la formation des doigts
de gant et des d~fauts qui y sont associ~s. Toutes mettent en 6vidence le r6le deter-
minant des perturbations dans l'coulement at las mouvaments du bain liquida.

3. PROBLEMEPARTICULIER DES ALL (AGES BASE Ni OU Co RESISTANT A CHAUD

L'exp~rienca a montr6 (10) (11) qua las dffauts las plus Acraindre lors du soudage des
superailiagas en regime d~bouchant permanent 6taient las fissures transversalas at las
fissures varticales de zone fondue.

Ces d~fauts pr~sentent dans leurs m~canismes de formation. un point commun qui est la
forme particuli~re du front de solidification ;caract~ris~e par des ventres ou renfla-
ments locaux.

Pour maitriser le soudage de ces alliages il convient d'6tudier las bains liquides en
relation avec las param~tres op~ratoires afin d'6viter las formes favorables A 1 ini-
tiation des d~fauts. Toute m~thode d'examen doit, pour 6tre valide, parmettre une appre-
ciation tridimentionnella de la surface isotherma du front de solidificatio;1.

4. l.ETHOOE D'OBSERVATION DES FRONTS DE SOLIDIFICATION

Las techniques d'examen en dynamique tant tr~s difficiles 3 mattre en oeuvra il a
6t choisi de s'orianter vers des observations a post~riori.

La technique la plus simple consiste A observer macrographiquemant la soudura salon
des plans varticaux longitudinaux et verticaux transversbux (figure 7).



-es ooservations r~alisees apr~s une attaque chimique appropri~e r V~1ent des rides
periodiques qui semblent mat~rialiser le front de solidification au cours de sa
progression (figure 8).

Une tude plus approfondie de cet 'effet mimoire- a r~vel6 que

-il nexistait pas de oiff~rences de composition chimique entre one ride et in
interval le,

-les rides 6taient des zones caract~riskes par des tailles ae dendrites plus fortcs et
d'orientation 1 gerement diff~rentes.

:1 semble que ces rides soient dues A des pulsations de Ia vitesse d' coulement et
de solidification du liquide.

Cette technique partiruli~rement sim~ple et fid~le presente cependant des inconve-
nients:

-les attaqoes chimiques o.u &ect-crirniques sont diffi, les a mettre au point e'j
6 mener pour obtenir des r~sultats exploitables sur tous les alliages,

-il est arriv6 qoe I'on ne poisse pas mettre en 6vidence de fronts dans certains
cordons, contrairement A toute logique (10 A 20 -des cas selon les alliages),

l a pr~cision dans le positionnement du plan d'examen et la qualit6 de l'usinage
effectu6 conditionnent quelquefois la validit6 de 1 observation.

Neanmoins, e&le conserve tout son int~ret pour I &tude des terminaisons de soudore
et ]a r~solution de probl~mes ponctuels.

A titre d'exemple ?a figure 9 montre ?a visualisation longitudinale obtenue lors
d'une 6tude sur len terminaisons de l'alliage 718.

Pour am~liorer la fiabilit6 des observations macrographiquen, il a paro int~ressant
de modifier la composition chimique a un instant donn6 pour cr~er on contraste
entre le bain pollu6 et le metal d~jA solidifi6.

La fronti~re entre len deux zones correspond A Ia forme du front de solidification
a ]'instant pr&cCdant la pollution.

Sur l'alliage 718, les essais de mise au point de la technique ont montr que

-la meilleore solution consiste A intercaler un feoillard m~tallique entre deox
demi-C4prouvettes (figure 10),

-l'aluminium et le cuivre sont les mitaux les plus efficaces pour polluer la zone
fondue et obtenir ensuite un contraste net a l'attaque micrographique,

- n seol feoillard en A5, d'6paisseur 0,2 mm, est suffisant pour donner apr~s
attaque chimique un contraste correct.

La figure 11 donne un exemple de pollution r~alis~esor l'alliage 718 avec on feuil-
lard en aluminium.

Cette technique s'est r6-v--S!6 tr~s fiable et a ft 3pplioo~e 6galeiment Ad'autres
alliages moyennanL una d~termination sp~cifique de 1'Al6meit polluant.

A



.''utilisation de cette Pr~tlude d'examen a permis de tirer les erseignement
sula ants :

a) u O 2 P!3.1S I' ,-ei ', et -qura > uysn pour- 65Alijr 1
les mou'.ovents dou liuide.

b) Une information rapide et qualitative Peut-etre ootenue par !examen d'ur seAl
essai par jeu de parametres prouv~z.

c) Une information plus complete implique la r~alisation de plusieurs essais par
jeu de parametres et un d~pouillement statistique des r~sultats.

5. E-NSEIGNEMEN-TS C-ONSECUY:FS A L'A-PPLICATION DE LA TECH-NIQUE SUR L-ALL:_AGL -7-18

L'alliage 718 W1~9 Fe Nb) est d'un emploi courant dans 1 industrie des turbuma-
chines. En version foyrgO ii est utilis@ pour la fabrication de rotor de compres-
seur. La soudabilit6 par faisceau d' ectrons est bien maitris~e jusqu'a enviror
12 mm d' paisseur. Neanmnoins cet alliage est susceptible de presenter des d~fauts,
de type fissuration de zone fondue pour certains r~glages.

Les probl~mes de fissuration de ]a zone affect~e associ~s A la grosseur de grain
ne sont pas abord~s dans ce texte.

Un plan d'exp~rirnentation exhaustif a @t r~alis6 sur P alliage 718 en epaisseur
rnoyenne pour 6-tudie;

-les relations entre les principaux param~tres de soudage (focalisation, intensit ,
vitesse) et la forme des bains de fusion,

-les relations entre ]a forme des bains de fusion et ]a presence de d~fauts.

] a dynamique du bain de fusion.

Les niveaux des param~tres ont t fixes de famon A cerner le domaine de soudage
oOi les cordons sont p~n~tr~s

- position du point de focalisation th~orique couvrant une plage 6tendue correspondant
a plusieurs fois I '6paissaur soud~e.

- intensit~s de 120 a 180 mA,

- vitesse de soudage :entre 1 et 2 m. min 1

La tension d'accl~ration a Ot maintenue constante A 55 KV.

Au total plus de 220 essais ont k6 r~alis~s.

Les paragraphes suivants pr~sentent Ia synth~se des observations effectu~es.

5.1. Relation entre parametres et forme du bain

L'analyse des macrographiques relatives a chaque ess.i permet de diviser la zone
fondue en trois regions distinctes qui repondent diff06remm1ent aux variations des
param~tres (figure 11)



-tine zone sup~rieure ou trainee liquide endroit,

-une zone m~diane oouvant presenter des ventres,

-et une zone inf~rieure correspondant A la train'62 liquide envers.

Linfluence de la variation des paramwtes sur la morphologie de ces trois regions

ressort de lat fa~on suivante

a) Train~e endroit

0 La trainee de liquide endroit est essentiellement d~pendante du param~tre posi-
tion du point de focalisation du faisceau 6lectronique.

Le volume maximum est obtenu pour des positions du point de focalisation &Ioign~es

de la surface sup~rieure de la piece.

La trainee minimale est obtenue pour des valeurs proches de la surface sup~rieure.

b) Zo-ne m~diane

Cette zone est 6galement p -incipalement influenc~e par ]a position du point de
focalisation qui entraine, ou non, la formation de centres. Ces derniers sont
les plus marqu&s pour une focalisation du faisceau ltig~ement au-dessus de la
surface sup~rieure ae la piece. Ills deviennent tr~s faibles pour une focalisa-
tion situee A environ 2 ou 3 fois 1 6paisseur soud~e par rapport a la surface
sup~rieure de 1' prouvette.

c) Train~e envers

L'importance de cette zone est influenc~e par les trois parametres principaux.

lntensit . focalisation et vitesse de soudage.

Un accroissement de l'intensit6 procoque une augmentation du volume de la trai-
n~e envers, inversement. un accroissement de la citesse de soudage en procoque
une diminution. La trainee envers est syst~matiquement minimale pour des posi-
tions du point de focalisation situ~es entre ]a surface et la mi-6paisseur de
1 prouvette.

Du point de vue comportement d'ensemble, 1 expension des train~es endroit et envers
s'effectue au detriment de la partie m~diane.

Deux profils typeR caract~ristiques sont donn~s avec les r~glages correspondants
par les figures 1? et 13.

5.2. Relat ions- entr-e -)a forme- Ides b ains- et I1a- Presence d-e-s _d~fauts

Les d~fauts observ~s dans le Plan experimental sont des fissures verticales. Leur
formation est associ~e A la presence de ventres plusou momns prononc~s dans la
partie midiane. Quoique leur formation ne soit pas syst~matique, il semble que
des fissures puissent apparaitre lorsque ]a profordeur du ventre d~passe I awn.

L'apparition de ces d~fauts, peut s'expliquer de la fa~on suivante:

Le plan median est le plan de convergence des dendrites en fin de solidification,
il est le si~ge d'un enrichissement en impuret~s et microretassures. Deux cas
peuvent tre dissoci~s



a) Bain de fusion sans renflement ou ventre de la partie m~diane (figure 15)

La fin de solidification a lieu pratiquement simultan~ment sur toute la hauteur de
cette zone, d'ou une r~partition homog~ne des impuret&s et autres d~fauts de compa-
cite.

b) Bain de -fu-sion. pr~sentant on ren-flIemen-t de Ila p-arti-e m~d-iane- -(fi gure -16)

La fin de solidification se produit au milieu du renflement. Les impuret~s et d~fauts
de compacit6 se trouvent concentr~s dans un petit volume environ a mi-hauteur de
la soudure A un niveau o i 1es contraintes engendr~es par le retrait au refroidis-
sement sont 1ev plus intenses.

Des fissures peuvent alors s'initier a cet endroit puis se propager dan,, le plan
median de la soudure.

De toute 6vidence Ia seconde configuration apparait plus n~faste.

5.3. Ents-e-igne-men-t-s s-u-r- a dyna-mique de. bain-s de fu-sion

A lusage il svest r~vle que la m6thode de pollution permettait egalement de
visualiser les diff~rents courants existant au vein du m~tal liquide. La dilution
de I insert nest pas homogene dans 1 '6paisseur de 1 @prouvette et vanie en fonction
des lignes d'@coulement du liquide, Lattaque chimique ult~rieure les r~vc-le en
cr~ant un contraste visible entre 1ev zones pollu~es diff~rement.

Les enveignements tires de 1 ensemble des observations montrent:

a) Les train~es endroit et envers du bain de fusion sont form~es par deox grands
coorants liquides ind~pendants et r~guliers Ivoir figure I). Ceox-ci sont
particulierement visibles pour 1ev valeurs de focalisation extremes produisant
des bains de fusion volumineux.

b) L'6oulement do liquide en fin des trainees est souvent turbulent.

c) Les fronts de solidification droits sont prkAd~s par des zones fortement agit~es.
dC-imitLes par les 6coulements des trainees liquides sup~rieures et inf~rieures
(figure 141. Ce volume liquide est soumis A une forte agitation, on y observe
des tourbillons que I'on peut associer aux ventres des fronts de solidification.

d) Les cordons non p~n~tr~s avec des ventres dans leurs parties inf~rieures pr~sentent
deux courants liquides distincts (figure 151

- un 6coulement principal formant la trainee liquide endroit,

- un kcoulement toorbiloannaire au niveau du ventre du front de solidification.

A partir de ces enseignements un mod~le expliquant le comportement du bain de fusion
a @t6 6tabli:

Les coulements liquides correspondant aux trainees endroit et envers du bain de
fusion d~limitent avec le front de solidification un volume ou le liquide est soumis
A une violente agitation. Laction cumul~e de ltiomon~n~isation de ]a temperature
du liquide,du fait de 1 agitation et du ph~nom~ne de cavitationlretarde localement
la solidification du metal et forme dans le front un ventre dont la profondeur
fluctue, 1'6coulement tourbillonnaire qui le cr~e Astant de nature instable.



Ce modle illustr@ par les figures 12, 13 vt 14 ref lee le soudage par faisceau
d'@lectrons a jet d0bouchant en faibles 6paisseurs.

6. CONCLUSION

Le but de cette pr~sentation ktait de dikrire une ehnique d'observation du
bain de fusion en soudage par faisceau d'@ectrons.

La m~thode de pollution de la zone fondue qul a @t mise au point pour visualiser
les fronts de solidification s'est montr~e A l'usage fid~le et simple a mettre
en oeuvre.

appliqu~e d l'alliage 718 e11e a permis de dtifinir

- les relations entre parametres de soudage et la forme des bains de fusion,

- les relations entreforme des bains de fusion et les d~fauts observ~es.

La pr~sence des ventres dans la Partie m~diane du bain a @t@ confirm~se cormie
W~aste et favorise ]a formation de dtifauts tels les fissures verticales dans
le cas de Palliaqe 718.

En outre les enseignements concernant la dynamique des bains de fusion ont permis
de mieux appr~hender le comportement des bains, lors du soudage a jet d~bouchant
en faible @paisseur.
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S UMMARY

A roveiew i s given , . work undertaket in 1. h liffusion bonding and! laser i,.dini
wih c is r,.I - !tt th ,, sr,, a .slpe wc id nis I . suprpl ast i
f ,rt-ing/di tfs n t,,ndi n o I t ; tanim a I s ment ioned w i th reference to part ictlar
applicat in I his is extended t, inclu tio nowly i-velopod superplastic aluminiuno
al lov a nd da ta aro presented on the ii iusion bondin4  ot convent innal alniniinm
mater ils.

The laser weldino of aliminizim, steel, n ickl alloys and titanium alloys is civwrel
w i th detail -iveu on mechanical propert ie.s sah as tensile and :ati nne. The weld qua litv
is shown to be tol-rant to changes in procoss parameters by means ot tieldabilitv lobes
while dimen ional tolerances such as benam /oint alignment and component fit-up can ho
criticaI. FinaIll y. th dove lpinent of laser beam spinning is rentioned with data on th,,
increased tolerance to joint mismatch.

INTRODUCTION

Welding is relatively little used in the aerospace industry compared to other major
industries. Hlowever, the development, over the last 20 years, of welding methods which
have less detrimental effect on material properties and shape than more conventional arc
welding has led to a gradual increase in the use of welding. The two processes considered
here, diffusion bonding and laser welding are capable of joining a wide range of
materials of interest in aerospace fabrications and offer significant advantaces over
conventional fusion welding. Of particular importance is the ability to join the more
difficult aerospace alloys with minimal component distortion and high reproducibility of
joint quality.

The aerospace industry is the main user of diffusion bonding in the world today. The
technique relies on diffusion controlled mechanisms to form a metallurgical bond between
contacting surfaces, with minimum macroscopic deformation. Where feasible, solid state
bonding is used when microyielding, creep, dissolution of contaminents/oxides and
diffusion form the bonding mechanisms. Hlowever, certain metals and metal combinations
benefit from the introduction of a dissimilar metal interlayer to form a liquid phase
diffusion bond. In this case, the interlayer material reacts with the parent metal to
form a eutectic composition which melts at the bonding temperature. The time to form the
melt is generally very short, but the bonding time can be extended either at the eutectic
temperature or below, to diffuse away the dissimilar elements and hence raise the remelt
temperature.

Where diffusion bonding has proved most successful is in the joining of titanium
alloys. These materials are readily bonded in the solid state with no special preparation
of the surfaces By combining the diffusion bonding of titanium with superplastic
forming, significant advances have been made in aerospace technology. Further material
developments have introduced aluminium alloys into the superplastic field, by a range of
thermo-mechanical processing techniques. Of future importance to aerospace will be the
joining of these new superplastic aluminium alloys, particularly if the superplastic
forming/diffusion bonding (SPF/DB) technique developed for titanium can be adapted for
aluminium This paper will discuss briefly the SPF/DB process for titanium and review
some recent work undertaken at The Welding Institute on the diffusion bonding of
aluminium alloys.

Laser welding is a fusion technique which operates with a keyhole mechanism to form a
deep penetration weld. The depth of penetration achieved by laser welding is less than
that possible with electron beam welding, but the process has the advantage of being able
to operate in any desired atmosphere. Also, the laser has great potential flexibility for
use in industry since the beam can be transmitted substantial distances which provides
the opportunity for multi-station working.

Laser welding of aerospace materials has been investigated at The Welding Institute
where it is recognised that aluminium alloys pose certain problems while steels, nickel
alloys and titanium are generally weldable. Weldability lobes have been established for a
range of materials in both butt and T-joint configurations These have demonstrated the
laser weld to be tolerant to changes in the main process parameters. However, beam/joint
alignment and component fit up are important because of the inherent narrowness of the
laser beam and the resultant weld.
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Techniques to reduce the criticality of these features have been developed, one of
which is laser beam spinning. By causing the beam to move in a circular trajectory, the
process can become much more tolerant without detriment to the weld quality.

DIFFUSION BONDING

The ability to join metals in the solid state opens up many opportunities for the
diffusion bonding process in the aerospace industries. One advantage is the joining of
dissimilar metal combinations which are difficult or impossible to weld by normal fusion
welding processes. Typically, titanium to stainless steel and aluminium to titanium have
been joined by diffusion bonding. The process may also be applicable to metal and ceramic
joints and the joining of the new metal composites, which could be of great benefit to
aerospace. These latter materials/material combinations have yet to be fully examined.

Diffusion bonding is also capable of joining large surface areas independently of
bonding time, and it is this feature coupled with the ease of bonding of titanium alloys
that has resulted in the wide use of the process in aerospace applications.

Superplastic Forming/Diffusion Bonding

The main area of application for diffusion bonding has been in the joining of
superplastic titanium either prior to superplastic forming or combined with it in one
unique operation: superplastic forming/diffusion bonding or SPF/DB. The development of
the technique has introduced large weight and cost savings by the production of complex,
internally strengthened components with fewer parts, fewer fasteners and less material
waste. Typically, wing sections, doors, frame members and sandwich panels are
manufactured in titanium alloy using the SPF/DB process.

Superplasticitv is the capability of a material to develop unusually high tensile
elongation with a reduced tendency to necking. This stretching capacity is utilised to
form various components from a single sheet of material, but when combined with diffusi,.n
bonding can be expanled to include double and multiple sheets from which complex
honevcombe or net-section components can be produced This is demonstrated schematically
in Fig. I, with a simple arrangement involving two sheets. In this example, selected
areas are diffusion bonded prior to forming and then gas pressure is applied to the
sheets causing them to stretch outwards. This forming continues until the sheets contact
the die or neighbouring sheets at which point diffusion bonding again occurs between
mating titanium sheets. The titanium bonds very readily to itself without any special
preparation of the surfaces. Therefore, to prevent bonding in those areas where a joint
is not required, a stop-off material is applied. This can be yttria, boron nitride,
alumina or graphite to name a few, although the first two are most commonly used.

The SPF/DB process for titanium has been widely used in aerospace since its
development in the mid 1970's. One example of the possible improvements is shown bv the
door panel of an aircraft fuselage, Fig. 2 (1). The conventional fabrication consisted of
16 parts held together by 500 fasteners which was then replaced by a 2 sheet assembly,
integrally stiffened, produced by simultaneous superplastic forming/diffusion bonding.
The technology for titanium is now well proven, and research has covered the main
diffusion bonding aspects of surface finish and cleanliness, bonding conditions and
stop-off materials. However, developments in the SPF/DB process does not stop there.
Within recent years, new materials have come on the market which could be of even greater
benefit to the aerospace industry. One main group of materials is the new superplastic
aluminium alloys to which it is hoped the SPF/DB process can be transferred. Touching
briefly on the superplastic formin of these alloys, a great deal of research is
currently underway ex imining straining rates, percentage deformation, back pressures,
post-SPF HIPping and their effect on cavitation (2). The latter occurs during the forming
of the aluminium alloys and can obviously affect the post formed properties. Despite
this, the alloys have already found use as formed components for non-structural aerospace
applications. Typical examples include door skins and air intakes for the W30
helicopters, bomb rack fairings for the F18, air filter frame and plenum for the DCIO
together with various ejector seat components and covers (3) The aluminium alloys are
also being considered for structural applications because of developments in higher
strength superplastic aluminium alloys and procedures to reduce cavitation.

Aluminium Bonding

To follow the success of the superplastic titanium alloys, it is necessary to develop
procedures for diffusion bonding the aluminium alloys. This is not straightforward, as
all aluminium alloys are characterised by a tenacious and very stable oxide layer which
inhibits the diffusion bonding process. The three basic techniques which have been
investigated for bonding conventional aluminium alloys are: 1) solid state bonding
without an interlayer 2) soli. state bonding with an interlayer and 3) liquid phase
bonding (4). Previous published data were very meagre and therefore The Welding Institute
set up a detailed development programme to examine the above techniques using initially
pure aluminium and two conventional aluminium alloys: aluminium 4.5% magnesium (5083) and
aluminium 4.3% copper (2014A) Havin$ established basic procedures, it is hoped the
principles can be adapted for other aluminium alloys.

The work was undertaken on 22mm diameter bar, and with the heat treatable aluminium
copper alloy in the solution treated and naturally aged condition Joint assessment

-~~~~-- ------ - ** - - - ~ "



consisted of-metallurgical examination and tensile testing.

For all three alloys it was possible to produce high strength joints by the direct,
solid state bonding approach but the results exhibited so much scatter that the technique
was impractical. Bonding again in the solid state but via a silver interlayer also gave
some success. For example, pure aluminium bonded at 550 C and 2N/mm

2 
for 60 mins with a

O,025mm silver foil interlayer, failed in the parent metal at an ultimate strength of
85N/mm

t
. However, the work in this area was limited, and reproducibility of weld quality

was not checked.

The third bonding route involving a liquid phase gave the most promising results. The
main emphasis of the work was on pure aluminium and the aluminium-magnesium alloy.
Interlayer materials of copper, brass and silver were examined, initially in foil form.
It was determined by a series of bonding trials that Sopper foils gave he best results.
By adopting a double thermal cycle technique of 520 C followed by 560 C (2N/mm

2
), pure

aluminium was bonded, via copper, with high strength and good reproducibility. Six bonds
were produced at the same condition Ind all gave failure in the parent metal with
strengths ranging between 70 and SON/mm

2  
Single thermal cycles only were attempted for

the aluminium alloy when tensile strengths of 210-225N/mm were achieved (i.e. nominally
60% of the parent).

Further development introduced the use of vapour deposited coatings for the
interlaver material. This gave similarly good joints when using the double thermal cycle
,, pire alumininm, but it was also found that single thermal cycles were just as

,'!,ctive in creating a strong joint. A typical cross section is shown in Fig. 3, where
htfision )I the interlayer can be seen up the grain boundaries of the parent aluminium.
N. ittmpt was made in this example to completely diffuse away the interlayer material.

iurthe r work with the aluminium magnesium alloy also proved encouraging. One aspect
importance was that by using thin coatings of 0.2pm, the bonding times could be

r, .. d to li mins and still give high strength Joints. A short production run gave
-- t , wlth teiunile strengths of 60-80% of that of the parent metal. Slight deterioration

• int stroiogth occurred at 5 and I mins bonding times, Table 1. Another factor
-i-,d was the condition of the deposited coating Storage of plated specimens beyond

. h, rs. prior to bonding could lead to deterioration of the bond quality. After four
a- st,,rag the ioint strength could drop by 10%

fhis provides a very brief review of work undertaken at The Welding Institute on
.. ,vent I-ial aluminium materials. The success achieved with the liquid phase bonding
r,,. It -"'ests that this principle should be examined further for the superplastic
,i rimin im allovs of interest to the aerospace industries. With continued development, it

S.IJed tlhat the SPF/DB process can eventually be implemented in an industrial
I Z. , n 2'.i tt,,r oining the new aluminium alloys.

1ASER WLDING

[he Wlding Institute (TWI) has been active in the study of CO, laser welding of
aer,,pa-, matrials since the early seventies. The early work covered feasibility studies
,,n plain b. t joints for comparison with butt joints made by other welding techniques.
Al-minium, nlickel, steel and titanium alloys were examined. Subsequently other joint
c,,nt ~rations, mechanical properties, welding parameter data and process tolerances have
been ,stablishvd. Aspects of this work are presented here.

Materials

Aluminium and its alloys have proven to be very difficult to CO2 laser weld in the
continuous wave mode This is because this group of alloys does not readil' absorb the
lO.6pm wave length of the CO, laser, unless special absorption coatings are used (this
also applies to most similar high conductivity materials). Nevertheless, it has been
found that the joint configuration influences absorption. For example the butt joint,
when welded with filler wire, with a preset parallel gap between the weld faces and the
flared T joint, Fig. 4, tend to absorb the laser beam better than the autogenously welded
close fitting butt joint. This is because the angle of beam incident in the latter joint
reflects the beam away from the joint instead of in the direction of welding, as occurs
with the former joints. Apart from the beam absorption problem, many of the aerospace
aluminium alloys, especially the machineable grades, suffer from solidification cracking
and porosity when welded. For some alloys laser welding with a filler wire addition (eg
type 4043), to modify the weld metal, can reduce or overco..e these problems. It is clear,
however, that much more research is necessary before high quality laser welds in
aluminium alloys can be made in production. This objective is currently being pursued

Nickel alloy C263, alloy steel Jethete M152, high strength low alloy steel and
titanium alloy Ti-6A1-4V have been examined in various material thicknesses up to 10mm.
Generally these materials car, be easily laser welded The welds are usually neat in
appearance and have low distortion when compared to their arc welded counterparts. Their
fusion zone width and grain growth can usually be controlled according to the laser power

and welding speed used. To illustrate this Fig 5 shows macro sections, taken transverse
to the direction of welding, of three welds, in 4mm thick Ti-6AI-4V alloy, which have
been welded at a power of 5kW and weldin speeds of 1, 3 and 5 m/mn. It can be seen that
the weld width has decreased almost inversely proportional to the increase in welding

speed for this material.



Joint Configurations

A wide range of joint configurations, Fig. 6, can be laser welded and it includes
several which are difficult or impossible to achieve by arc welding without the addition
of a filler wire e g., flared T and T butt joint. A section through a T butt joint, in
3.2mm thick nickel alloy C263, made by a single pass laser weld is shown in Fig. 7 This
joint configuration alone has numerous potential applications, such as attaching internal
and external flanges and longitudinal fins to jet pipes and rocket bodies.

Mechanical Properties

For butt joints in material thickness below 6mm, tensile strength and fatigue testing
perhaps provide the most practical information with respect to mechanical properties for
gas turbine applications. Generally, sound laser welds (i.e. free from serious
undercutting, cracks and voids) in weldable materials have tensile strengths equal to the
parent metal and can achieve fatigue properties similar to those achieved by electron
beam (EB) and tungsten inert gas (TIC) welding. Results of tensile tests on laser welded
butt joints in l.Smm thi~k C263 material are given in Table 2. The tests were carried out
at room temperature, 700 C, 800 C and 900°C, with two tests at each temperature. With one
exception, all the failures took place in the parent material through the gauge mark. The
exception failed at the edge of the weld. Results of fatigue tests on the same joint and
material are given in Table 3. Fatigue testing was carried out under conditions of axial
loading. An alternating load cycle, where f min/f max = -1 was used. The testing
temperatures were 7500C and 850

0
C. The average testing frequency was approximately 148 Hz

and the tests were conducted tip to an endurance limit of 5 x 10 cycles (approx 100 hrs).
Table 3 also shows the results of fatigue tests on EB and TIC welds for comparison.

At room temperature the mean fatigue strength for the laser welds was -193N/mm' at 5
x 10' cycles. The equivalent values for the EB and TIC welds were -190N/mm' and -220N/mm

2

respectively. Thus it can be seen that at room temperature the laser and EB welds give
the same strength, but both are marginally weaker than the TIC welds. However, the
scatter band results for all three processes fell within the same range though the degree
of scatter was least for the electron beam welds

When considering the 7500C results it is interesting to observe that the 5 x 10'
cycle strengths were virtually identical for the three processes. The mean value was
'251N/mm

2
. It was also noted the scatter bands were almost identical. Comparison bstween

the 7500C and room temperature valies shows that the increase in strength at 750 C for
the laser and electron beam welds was approximately 30% but for the TIC welds was only
15% This arose because the room temperature strength of the TIC welds is higher than
that of the laser and electroi beam welds.

Charpy testing is generally recommended for establishing weld toughness in materials
thicker than 6mm. No work has been conducted on Charpy testing laser welds in aerospace
materials at TWI to date. However, experience gained on Charpy tests on laser welds in
structural steels, has shown that this test is difficult to conduct on laser welds. This
is because the fracture path often deviates out of the narrow fusion zone into the heat
affected zone and sometimes even into the parent metal. Consequently the weld metal is
not always tested.

Welding Parameter and Process Tolerances

The laser power, welding speed and focus spot size are the most important parameters
as they control the weld heat input per unit of weld length (J/mm). Combinations of these
parameters determine the weld fusion zone width and penetration depth. For weldable
materials the range of welding power and speed combinations is usually quite wide.
Reference to Fig. 5 indicates a speed range of 1 to 5m/min when welding 4mm thick
titanium alloy at a laser power of 5kW For a given material and thickness, the power and
speed ranges can change according to the joint configuration due to the different
absorption characteristics as mentioned earlier. Fig. 8 shows the different weldabilitv
lobes for butt and T joints in the same material and thickness.

The size of the focused spot controls the power density of the laser beam at the
work. The spot size is dependent upon, and increases with, the f number of the focusing
system The f number is derived by dividing the focal length of the focusing system by
the laser beam diameter incident on the system. Generally, numbers between f3 and f8 are
used; however, a systematic study has yet to be undertaken. The smaller the f number the
faster the maximum welding speed for a given joint. (This is assuming a perfect focusing
optic, as transmissive optics with f numbers less than 2.5 suffer lens aberration). AIso
the fusion zone produced is narrower and therefore alignment of the laser beam will be
more critical. With a smaller f number the depth of the focus is less and the tolerance
to focus position variation about the workpiece surface will be less. Also access to
working areas is more difficult. Therefore, to ensure maximum tolerances it is best to
choose the largest f number that will produce the required welding speed and a
satisfactory tolerance to laser power variation.

A laser beam focus position set at the workpiece surface is generally quite
satisfactory when laser welding. The tolerance to laser beam focus position in relation
to the workpiece surface is generally greater for joints where the laser beam is applied
at right angles to the work surface. Where the beam is applied at an angle, variation in
focus height can cause the focus spot to be displaced to one side of the joint. As

-. A
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indicated already the focus height tolerance range is dictated by the f number. A typical
tolerance value for making butt joints !2mm when using an f7.5 lens system and a 40mm
diameter laser beam.

The distance by which the focused laser beam can be displaced to one side of the
joint line and still produce a weld zone which encompasses the joint line is very small,
because laser welds are inherently narrow. The absolute value is dictated by the fusion
zone width produced by the welding conditions used and is usually approximately just
under half the width. Further reference to Fig. 5 (a) and (c) shows that at Im/min the
beam could be displaced up to 2mm to one side of the joint line, whereas at 5m/min for
the same laser power, the beam could only be displaced approximately 0.25mm In nickel
and steel alloys the increase in weld width in relation to reduction in welding speed is
considerably less than for titanium In fact at practical welding speeds (>lm/min)

conventional laser butt welds in these materials, in 4mm thick plate would have fusion
zone widths less than 1.5mm at their narrowest point.

Because laser welds are very narrow the fit up of the workpieces is important if
autogenous welds are to be made. When welding sheet metal joints both joint face gaps and
surface fitup have to be considered. Gaps at the joint face present the biggest problem
since, if they are larger than the laser beam focused spot size the beam will pass
straight through the joint. The thicker the material the larger the gap that can be
welded, as there is more bulk material for bridging which results from the metal slumping
from the sides of the joint. When conducting conventional laser welding trials on butt

joints in 2mm low carbon steel, gaps <0.12mm have been consistently welded, whereas in
4mm material, gaps <0 18mm have been achieved The type of joint configuration also has
some influence on the gap that can be tolerated, as can be seen from Fig. 9. The figure
illustrates typical test specimens used to establish the weld face mismatch of butt and T
joints. The macrosections shown are from test welds in 2mm thick materials. The gap
distances between the workpiece faces at the positions where the sections were taken are
shown in parentheses on the specimen illustrations. From the macrosections it can be seen

that the T joint is more tolerant to face gaps than the butt joint. This is because of
the availability of extra bglk metal from th e T crosspiece and the influence of the laser

beam impingement angle (10 from the normal position) which reduces the weld energy that
would pass through the joint. As mentioned earlier both laser power and welding speed
influence the fusion zone width. Both joints illustrated were welded at 4kW, but the
welding speed for the butt joint was slower (2m/min, cf 3.5m/min), hence the wider fusion
zone.

Laser welding is quite tolerant to workpiece surface mismatch when making sheet metal
joints. Trials on butt joints in 2, 3 and 4mm materials have been very successful with up
to 50% surface mismatch. T joints in 2 and 3mm material have been acceptable with up to
40% mismatch. The reduction arose because tile laser beam impingement angle caused the

incident position of the beam to move marginally away from the joint line owing to the
change in surface height. With 4mm material, 50% surface mismatch was achieved as a
result of the wider fusion zone encompassing the joint line. Nevertheless it is unlikely
that many industrial applications would tolerate welds with 40% surface mismatch.

The Welding Institute's most recent research has examined laser beam spinning, Fig.
10, in a bid to improve the tolerance to beam/joint alignment and gaps at the joint
faces. Most laser welds are often narrower than necessary; they are usually less than a
quarter of the width of a TIC weld for the same material thickness. Therefore improving
tolerances by expanding the fusion zone width by a factor of 2 is a practial approach.
Defocusing the laser beam reduces the laser power density and consequently the weld

penetration depth, unless extra power is available to compensate (doubling the spot size
reduces the power density to a quarter of its original value). Beam spinning maintains

the maximum power density, but reduces the welding speed by at least 20%. Trials with
laser beam spinning have shown that gaps of 0.25mm (an increase of -100%) between the

faces of butt joints in 2mm material can be bridged with less than 15% total undercutting
when compared to conventional laser welds see Fig. I1. Furthermore, butt welds have been
made between plates with guillotined edges, which were previously impossible without the

addition of filler material.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Advances in welding technology have resulted in the increased use of welding in
aerospace with both solid state joining (diffusion bonding) and deep penetration fusion
processes (laser welding) having significant advantages for aerospace application. As
shown in the present work, further development is required to fully exploit their
advantages particularly in the joining of aluminium alloys.
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Table 1. EFFECT OF BONDING TIME ON THE TENSILE
STREGTH OF DIFFUSION BONDS IN 5083
AUMINIUM MAGNESIUM ALLOY USING A
COPPER INTERLAYER

Bonding time, mins Tensile strength, N/mm

60 255

30 240

15 230

10 237

5 181

1 134

Table 2, C263 ALLOY LASER WELDS - TENSILE PROPERTIES

Test trS Elongation Position of failure
Temperature N/nam

2  
%

RoM 923 1q Parent material through gauge mark

temperature 895 (909) 16 As above

720 - As above

700C 729 (725) - As above

610 14 As above

800°C 485 (54V) 16 As above

245 s0 Edge of weld

9000C 218 (232) 48 Parent material through gauge mark

Cross head speed 2mm/min Instron machine

Table 3. C263 ALLOY LASER, ELECTRON BEAM AND TIC WELDS -
FATIGUE STRENGTH (N/rm9) - ALTERNATING CYCLE, 5
x 10 CYCLES

Test Laser Electron Beam TIG
Temperature

Room +167 - 218 +190 +204 - 235
temperature qT- -M -0

750°C +237 - 264 +232 - 270 +239 - 264

850C +156 - 184 +154 - 185 +131 - 170TrW 1W7



Fig I Schematic showing principle of stiperplaStiC forming/di ffusion bolinc

Conventional structure Integration plan

16 Parts 2-sheets

500 Rivets Riveting

Diffusion bon ding

1 -1;7,(D13)

Fig 2. Conventional structure and integrated plan for door panel using SPF/DI (1)
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Fig 6. Basic joint configurations which are Suitable for laser welding.

Neg No ON2643

Fig 7. Laser welded T joint in 
3
.
2
mm thick, C263 nickel alloy6 Made at 5kW laser power,

3m/min welding speed and a beam impingement angle of 15 to the horizontal plate
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Fig 8. An example of different weldability lobes for butt and T joints in the same
material and thickness.
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ECONOMICAL MANUFACTURING AND INSPECTION OF THE
ELECTRON-BEAM-WELDED 'TORNADO WING BOX"

Dr. Jurgen Berggreen
Materials and Technologies

Messerschmitt-Bolkow-Blohm GmbH
8900 Augsburg

Germany

SUMMARY

The Tornado wing box is an extensively Electron-Beam-welded titanium 6Al4V-alloy
component. The design and the manufacturing steps are described with emphasis on
joining and inspection techniques.

As EB-welding requires expensive investments and operations the manufacturing costs
have been cut by several means being shown.

The advantages of EB-welding on the material's side and the experience gained with
this technique meanwhile allow to use EB-welding for major titanium structures even with
thick cross sections as a well-known and established and no longer uneconomic advanced
joining method.

INTRODUCTION

The Multi Role Combat Aircraft Tornado being produced in cooperation by Great Bri-
tain, Italy and the Federal Republic of Germany has a variable geometry by sweeping the
wings.

The highly stressed structural component transferring the wing loads into the fuse-
lage - the wing carry through structure - is the "breast bone" of the Tornado. It is
produced together with the center fuselage section at MBB. Due to the component's shape
it will be called "wing box" in the following and is shown in figure 1.

WING BOX DESIGN

The main task of the wing box is to pick up the aerodynamic loads from the wings at
the wing bearings and to transfer them to the fuselage via shakle bearings. In addition
to that the forces from the wing sweeping mechanism have to be taken up.
There is only little space in the aircraft for this load transfer so that high force
concentrations occur. Although a most weight saving design and an equivalent material
has had to be found.
As furthermore the wing box is used as a fuel tank it has to be absolutely tight. The
wing box material must not corrode within the fuel medium or it should be protected
against corrosion.
The titanium alloy TiAI6V4 has been selected as the component's material. The reason
for that is the more favourable combination of the well proen characteristics i.e.
high specific strength, high fatigue strength and ductility, good creep resistan-e at
elevated temperatures and good corrosion resistance compared with many steels and espe-
cially with the common aluminium alloys (see figure 2).
After all the alloy TiAI6V4 can be used in the annealed condition and without any quen-
ching and the problems involved.
Unlike the aged condition with the annealed condition of TiA16V4 one cannot achieve a
minimum of weight, but the fatigue and crack propagation properties are better con-
trollable especially in the welded state.

The wing box is formed as an open box totally welded. The eight detail parts are
integrally stiffened and machined out of plates and die forgings. The lver plate is
bolted to the wing box. This allows to machine the welding seams' inner side and to
inspect the seams from the inside. Because the quality of the joint is better repro-
ducible, this type is not heavier than a welded but unmachined cover-to-box joint even
with respect to the additional weight of the bolts.
For joining the electron beam welding has been selected. Its advantages ayainst conven-
tional fusion welding methods like TIG-welding are manifold. The differences in the per-
formance of the seam and the heat affected zone are obvious from figure 3. The reasons
for that are shown in figure 4. Due to less heat input shrinkage and distortion by EB-
welding are much less than by conventional TIG-welding.
Furthermore the properties of the EB welded TiAI6V4 in tie annealed condition are ex-
cellent. In many tests the static strength of the weld was found equal to the parent
metal's one; and the dynamic strength is only little less than that of the parent metal;
yet for safety reasons the cross section of the area is thickened up by 40 %. The auto-
mated EB-welding process ensures a good reproducibility even at a high production rate.



EB-WELDING

The detail parts are machined in a computerized integrated and automated rnaiiufactu-
ring system. The lower plates are machined from rolled and creep planed plates; the
sidewalls and the facewalls are cut from forgings. For reasons of inspection the welding
area is thickened up by 3 mm on each side to be removed later. As no filler wire is used
the detail parts' butt has to fit with a maximum gap of 1/10 mm.

The HB-welding of the wing box is performed in vacuum chambers at 10
. 4  

hPa and with
up to 30 kW being able to weld titanium alloys up to 70 mm thickness in one path.
The welding equipments work with nearly 60 kV EB acceleration voltage (see figure 6).
Compared with other equipments this voltage is fairly low. But it allows to minimize the
insulation and thus the dimension of the welding gun. So the gun can be mounted to a
movable gantry and thus positioned to all sides of the work piece by use of relevant
tilting devices.
The maximum usable welding lenjths are shown in figure 7. Welding machines with an acce-
leration voltage of 150 kV and with a fixed jun therefore have to be dimensioned enough
to move the workpiece under the gun. For the wing box this would require a fourfold ma-
chine size with correspondingly increased costs and evacuation time.

The narrow welding seam asks for an accurate positioning of the beam to the butt.
For that a television camera with monitor and a scanning system for fast and exact
alignment of the EB-qun is used.
In a fixture the cleaned detail parts are positioned exactly and clamped for welding.
At both ends of the seam proper start- and runout-blocks are fixed on to keep the risk
of defects involved with the welding's start and stop out of the work piece; these
blocks are cut off later. Furthermore an absorption bar is fixed behind the welding seam
to catch the remaining energy exceeding the welding rcot. Then the fixture with the
parts is driven into the welding chamber. The chamber is closed and evacuated.

The welding parameters are programmed with data obtained from specifying tests. The
gun is positioned with the afore mentioned equipment, camera and scanner. After that the
seam is welded and then inspected with the camera by a second path searching for defects
visible at the surface. Then the chamber is floatened and opened.
The welded component is inspected both visually and non-destructively as described
later.

An unacceptable seam will be rewelded. Reweldings especially in the TiAI6V4 alloy
are possible nearly unlimitod times without significant lack of strength properties.

The fully welded wing box is stress relieved in order to reduce any residual
stresses by the welding process.

ECONOMY

The electron beam welding is an expensive technique concerning the investment costs
and the auxiliary process time. This in general is justified by the technical advantages
of the EB-welding. The afore mentioned financial disadvantage can be compensated yet by
several means so that EB-welding economywise is competitive with conventional welding
methods.
With close contacts between engineering and manufacturing the wing box has been designed
to minimize the expenditure of EB-welding. So there are only straight seams because it
is easier with straight or circular seams than with curved ones to machine them and to
fit together the detail parts and to align the gun.
The number of seams has been reduced also during the production investment phase. The
two kinks in the lower plate of the prototype version have been combined to a single
bend.
Finally the welding seams have been positioned for good access with the electron beam.
To weld the remaining 23 seams with the required production rate the afore mentioned
operation sequence would demand for multiple welding machines as only one percent of the
machine's utilization time is used for the real welding of a seam. By reducing the idle
time we have optimized the process so far that only two welding machines are necessary
to accomplish the production rate.

In the smaller chamber the wing box subcomponents are welded whereas in the larger
machine the halfs are joint to the complete wing box. Tie small chamber is sized to take
up the wing box complete welding with remedial measures in case of any trouble with the
large chamber.
Both equipments have the same design which optimizes the costs for maintenance, spare
parts storage and operation.
The pumping time to achieve the vacuum for welding is minimized by a pair of simulta-
neously working pumping stations in each welding equipment. Yet each pumping station
alone is able to evacuate the chamber leading to redundancy in case of break down of a
pump. Each chamber is provided with two loading stations enabling to mount the next
welding order on the second station whilst the first order is still in operation.
The fixtures holding the detail parts for welding are manufactured exactly due to the
narrow seam geometry. The fixtures are designed to position and to clamp the parts
quickly so minimizing the setting period.
Furthermore the fixtures are turnable enabling to turn the components within the chamber
by remote control and to weld several seams in one pump-down. Thus it is possible to
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produce two halfs of a wing box with 16 welding seams all together in only one opera-
tion. For the remaining seven welding seams to join the halfs to a complete wing box
again only one pump-down is required. So there is no need for the repeated evacuation
and floating of the chamber for each weld.
By using a modern CNC-control-programming and presetting and contro.ling the welding
parameters are eased and accelerated. The welding current is controlled by a tetrodes'
transformer and can be shut down so rapidly in case of any occurring high voltage spark-
over that nearly no defect within the workpiece is caused.
The EB-guns are evacuated separately from the chamber. So the metal vapour from the wel-
ding puddle is prevented to penetrate into the high voltage aroa thus largely elimina-
ting the risk of spark-overs.
Finally preventive maintenance helps to avoid welding defects generated by any machine's
disorder due to wear or pollution. All these provisions lead to the production time
scheme shown in figure B.
The stress relief heat treatment is performed in a vacuum furnace. Thus the protective
coating which is required for treating titanium in an aircirculating oven and which con-
sumes time and costs for applying, especially for removing, is not necessary. In case of
repeated stress relieving in an aircirculating oven the repeated removal of the coating
and of surface-near layers continuated with oxygen and nitrogen by abrasive blasting and
pickling would lead to loss of thickness. It may be mentioned that the cover plate in
the prototype version has been machined out of a bended raw material TiAI6V6Sn2 plate
due to the somewhat higher strength in the annealed condition compared to TiAI6V4. Now
it is welded together of two plane premachined plates of the TiAl6V4 alloy. This design
modification lead to a reduction of the raw material costs and of the machining costs
as well because now six parts are premachined in one operation on a six-spindled milling
machine.

The material change also enables us to recycle the chips from the cover plate's
milling operation within our recycling process qualified for the TiAI6V4-alloy. Also
the material change allows to repair defects in the cover plate by a welding operation
whereas the TiAI6V6Sn2 alloy could scarcely be repaired due to the poor weldability.

QUALITY ASSURANCE

The quality assurance of EB-welding major structures is tri'le and related to the
welding process, to the welding position and to the welding quality.

To the welding process:
The welding parameters are developed in extensive welding tests, optimized and specified
in data-sheets for different applications. According to those the welding equipment is
programmed by the operator and checked by both - the responsible welding engineer and
the inspector - before starting to weld.

To the welding positon:
The advantage of the narrow seam by EB-welding may be a disadvantage if there is a mis-
fit in the assembly of the detail parts or if the beam is deflected. In that case the
butts to be welded will be molten unsymmetrically or not totally by the beam. Thus wel-
ding defects may occur not visible externally. So a system of witness-lines has proved
a success where the lines are scribed on face and root of each welding edge (figure 9).
Maintaining a minimum width and counting the number of witness-lines yet visible after
welding on both sides of the welding seam are very simple but reliable means to check
the position of the seam.

To the welding quality:
For proving the seam quality a combination of ultrasonic test, X-ray test and dye-pene-
trant test is used. Prior to it the area of the welding seam is machined and smoothened
on both sides which are thickened up for this purpose. This is to remove weld leads and
undercuts and to set the preconditions for a well defined inspection and for a sure
detectability of defects. The ultrasonic inspection which is performed in the immersion
technique for sufficient coupling and with focussed beam enables to detect defects equi-
valent to a 0,2 mm diameter reference hole. A directly linked recorder allows to loca-
lize exactly each defect indication and to record it permanently. By X-ray inspection
with various directions and parameters defects can be identified additionally. Defects
open to the part's surface are detected by dye-penetrant inspection with fluorescent
media.

CONCLUSION

Starting from the description of the Tornado wing box as a very complex EB-welded
titanium structure means have been shown by which the welding is performed economically
and in quality.

The advantages of ER-welding on the material's side and the experience gained with
this technique meanwhile allow to use EB-welding for major structures even with thick
cross sections as a well-known and established and no longer uneconomic advanced joining
method.
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Fig. 3 Etched Cross Sections of Welded I" thick Plates
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Fig. 6 View to one of the EB-Welding Ec. ipmentS at MBB Augsburg
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THE WELDING OF ALUMINIUM ALLOYS

A NEW TECHNOLOGY IN SPACE APPLICATION
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SUMMARY

The optimization of the structural weight of the "Spacelab" structure, the first

European manned laboratory designed according to "Shuttle" requirements, led to the

choice of 2219-T851 aluminium alloy, T.I.G. welded with process completely developped

and qualified from Aeritalia as briefly described is this paper.

To demonstrate the high quality and reliability of the welded primary structure, new

inspection technique, many different tests on welded joint, and expensive fracture

mechanics analysis were applied, and the main assumptions and results here presented.

The main efforts were concentrated to the reduction of number and size of welding

defects, improving in one side the welding technique and the other side accepting

single defects after fracture mechanics analysis based on sophisticated measurement of

their dimensions in the thickness, on the schematization of embedded flaw in tension

and bending, and on carefull measurement of material properties as here briefly

presented.

Possible improvement of T.I.G. application for future space programs (Space Stations)

or its substitution with "plasma" welding process are also mentioned.

INTRODUCTION

The Aeritalia is the first company in Europe that has introduced the weld to join

primary structural parts of manned spacecrafts, improving remarkably in this last

years the technological process and the knowledge in this special field.

This type of joint is a good structural solution to save weight and assembling time,

either for pressurized shells to guarantee the structural continuity or for any other

item that will never be disassembled, only if the welding process does not degrade too

much the material properties in the seam and heat affected zone.

Therefore the welding process of aluminium alloys may introduce a consistent number of

defects located in the seam which may strongly reduce the material properties leading

the primary structure to a catastrophic failures.

Once selected the weld as structural items connection technique, many effort have to

be addressed to improve the welding process reducing the number and the dimensions of

the defects, and to apply extensively the fracture mechanics concepts demonstrating

that in spite of the defects presence, the "leak before burst" of pressure vessels and

the failure in all other structural items are reached only after the life

requirements. In the foilowing pages the Aeritalia experience on Spacelab project for

what concerns the technological process, the tests, the fracture mechanics analysis of

the welded joints are here briefly presented and discussed, with the view to

demonstrate the high quality and reliability of the final structure.
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WELDING PROCESS DESCRIPTION

The primary structure of spacelab module comprises the cylindrical shells and the
conical end closures forming a pressurized compartment where the environment have to be
identical in temperature and pressure to an earth laboratory.
The cylindrical shell and the two cones, which the overall dimensions are reported in
Figure 1, are both made in aluminium alloy 2219-T851; the cylinder welding
longitudinally a curved waffle pattern panels then circumferentially the panels at two
forged rolled rings, the cones welding together longitudinally a numerical controlled
machined panels, then circumferentially the panels at two forged rings, of different

diameter.
The aluminium alloy 2219-T851 (6% Cu, 0.3% Mn, 0.2% Mg) was chosen at the beginning of

the program (8) after a trade-off with different other materials for:

- High stress corrosion resistance even after welding
- High fracture toughness properties in all conditions and forms

- Good weldability
- Good machinability

- Minimum reduction of mechanical and fracture mechanics properties after several

automatic or manual repairs (more than one fusion).

To guarantee in all the cylinder or cone profile a stress field as uniform as possible,
the thickness of the welding zone was increased respect the unwelded skin and chosen

equal to 4.0 mm for all the cylinder and 7.0 mm for all the cones (final values after
a shaving of the seam) cc.apensating in such a way the reduction of the material
properties in the welds and the influence of different other parameters (mismatch,

tenting, etc.).
The welding technique so called "TungstenInert Gas, direct straight polarity" (T.I.G.),
using 2319 as filler wire having 1.6 mm DIA. and "Helium" as inert gas to protect the
seam against the atmospheric oxidation, was used for the primary Spacelab module

structure (1), (4).
The choice of this process was mainly based on:

- Good protection of the weld pool for atmospheric oxidation;
- High and concentrated heating flux between the tungsten electrod and the aluminium,
able to compensate the high material conductivity;

- Reduction of number of fusions with minimum reduction of mechanical properties;

- Regular and uniform penetration of the weld;
- Minimum thermal and structural modification with consequently less internal stresses;
- Minimum influence of the operator skill during welding process.
All the welding process was automatic in a single complete fusion with filler wire,
after an initial intermittent manual tack of about 50t60 mm step, apart the
circumferential weld in cone made with two passes, the first without filler wire.
The proces was always performed in a "clean room" with a controlled temperature
between 18t25*C and dust contamination, accepting initially a maximum of 26000

particles (> 10 per cube meter while no specific requirements were established for
humidity.
The typical welding parameters for all type of welds and both 4 and 7 mm thickness,
defined after many trials and test, including a full scale Development module were:

- Arc voltage : 12 t 17 Volts

- Current : 135 t 220 Amperes

- Wire speed : 1430 t 2700 mm/i'
- Torch speed : 210 i 300 mm/i'
- Helium flow rate : 15 - 25 1/1' (torch side)

- Argon flow rate : 10 1/1' (reverse side)



IMPROVEMENT OF WELDING TECHNIQUE

During the welding of Development and Qualification Units it was experienced that the

requirements of humidity, cleaning of the room, cleaning of material edges or filler

wire, geometrical relative position of the edges, clamping fixtures position and

welding parameters uniformity, were stronger than expected, creating at the beginning a

lot of welding defects, that were reduced only after many efforts and experiences

acquired on coupons or on the first modules weldement.

Such improvement is schematically showed in Fig. 2 where total number of defects for

welding length (, and the number of defects repair because out of

specification /, always for unit welding length, are plotted versus all the different
Spacelab Module Units manufactures during all the program.

Briefly the main modifications to reduce as much as possible the density and the size

of the welding defects improving joint quality and reliability were:

- To improve surface preparation with more carefull chanfer (ix45
°
) of sharp edges,

complete removal of alodine or any other protective surface of plates and deep vacuum
cleaning of the prepared area followed by an inspection at black light.

- To increase the purity of shielding gas "Helium", at more than 99.999%. The presence

of minimum quantity of nitrogen and/or humidity in the gas might create pores and non

metallic inclusions.

- Protection of the filler wire spool against the umidity and surface oxidation,

storaging it in sealed containers full of nitrogen at the highest purity.

- Fixtures very stiff to avoid any vibration during the weld process, use of copper

clamps to drain the heating, and accuracy in the clamping to not introduce any

tenting, mismatch, picking, etc.

- Correct position of the torch respect the surface in circumferential weld and

carefull control of the main important welding parameters using recorder.

All these above mentioned efforts were applied in different steps not only to reduce

pores, non metallic inclusions, etc. but even to limit geometrical errors as mismatch,
tenting, pickins as far as the internal stresses, leading the quality of the final

product at very high level.

MATERIAL PROPERTIES AND TESTS ON WELDING

To evaluate the impact of the material degradation after welding and the defect

presence in the seam on the structural requirements, a lot of tests on 2219-T851, using

flat coupons containing all the parameters considered necessary to satisfy the

analytical requirements and to reach the best quality of the joint were performed,
involving a qualified personell, test apparatus, large amount of money for a long time.

A summary of tests on welded material performed for Spacelab project are here briefly

presented:

- mechanical properties as GIV, G'y, E, A% for many different welding conditions,

including automatic and manual repears to establish the minimum material allowables

properties;

- mechanical properties as above in presence of different mismatches, tentings or

typical defects to evaluate their impact on the material degradation respect the

strength requirements;

- corrosion resistence and sustained load values in presence of high humidity air and

laboratory air environment, to protect the structure against corrosion degradation

for the required lifetime of 10 years;

- stress intensity factor Kc and crack propagation parameters for each type of

thickness to met the requirements of "structural integrity" and "leak before burst";
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TYPE OF DEFECT ACCEPTANCE CRITERIA

M ISMATCH 0.4 t r).) M1

TENTING OC 1.3u,

INDIVIDUAL PORE MAX 2 11M.

NON METAI,IC INCILSInN MAX 2 MM.

UNDERCUT MAX 0. I x THICKNESS

ARC STRIKE NONE ACCEPTABLE

CRACK NONE ACCEPTABLE

LACK OF PENETRATION NONE ACCEPTABLE

UNDERFI LL NONE ACCEPTABIE

METALI,1C INCLUSION NONE ACCEPTABLE

TAB. 2 - Defect acceptance criteria for Spacelab project

AIT followed mainly the criteria to repair all the detects out of specitication but

sometimes, to avoid the risk to introduce with such a technique one or more severe

detects than a pore or a nonmetallic inclusion, they weru accepted but only on the

bases of fracture mechanics analysis positive results (6).

The defect repair criteria and methodology ar here briefly summarized, while the tests

deflniiy all the mechanical properties of such d technique have been just mentioned in

preceeding paragraph.

I EAUTOMATIC REPAiR ENUAL REPAIR

NOTE: NORMALLY USED IN CASE OF DIFFUSED NOTE: NORMALLY USED IN CASE OF LOCAL

DEFECTS. DEFECTS.

METHOD A - Automatic rewelding without METHOD A - Manual repair with a max

defect removal. defect machine-out depth

METHOD B - Automatic rewelding with de- of 40% of the seam thick -

fect removal. ness.

METHOD C - Automatic rewelding with de- METHOD B - Manual repair with a max

fect removal and with one defect machine-out depth

manual filling at low current, of 80% of the seam thick -

METHOD D - Automatic rewelding with de- ness.

fect removal and with one

automatic filing at low

current.

METHOD A - This method is recommended for repair of weld with lack of penetration.

METHOD B - This method is recommended when the defects grind-out are aligned with the

weld seam.

METHOD C - This method is recommended wnen the defects grind out are not aligned with

weld seam.

METHOD D - This method is recommended when a groove on all the seam is required for a

complete defect removal.

A



I' is interesting to point out that some welding defects, out of specification, were

lelt on cylinder circumferential weld of uualification module which was used for

"Fatigue and Fracture Mechanics" full scale test, then inspected at the end of the test

with same technique preceedingly used, including a destructive inspection ith

electro-scanning microscope of the most severe defects confirming the not propagation,

and the safety of our assumptions and methodologies.

NON DESTRUCTIVE WELDING INSPECTIONS

To verify the welding quality and to minimize the probability of module leak at

internal pressure or defect propagation until leak or catastrophic failure under

repetitive loads or aggressive environment, all the seams were inspected using:

- Liquid Penetrant both faces after seam shaving, to detect any surface flaw;

- X-ray to detect the hidden cracks or to confirm the presence of surface flaws once

revealed by liquid penetrants.

Besides, to accept by fracture mechanics analysis any type of defect, it was necessary

non only to measure its length but even the depth and its position in the thickness.

For this reason Aeritalia developed a new X-ray inspection technique at two inclinations

performed on a films exposed two times under a radiographic source, which displacement

is defined in advance.

Two lead wires (or similar like copper), Fl and F2, are applied each side f the object

at the same distance from the defect and fitted in a way to be perpendicular to the

direction of the source displacement as shown in Fig. 3, then a film 1 is exposed

twice moving the source of well known distance from position 1 to position 2. The

measurement of the displacements of each lead wire can be plotted in a diagram versus

thickness in order to determine the defect position within the weld seam cross section,

as shown in Fig. 4.

To minimize reading inaccuracy and to obtain reliable measurements, a second film (film

2 of Fig. 3) has been adopted in Spacelab weld inspections, placed 20 mm from the

original film that is normally in contact with the lower weld side, and the

displacements versus thickness also plotted.

All the values of defect edge distance from one of the two surfaces measured with the

two films method have been compared among them and the extreme boundary assumed.

FRACTURE MECHANICS ANALYSIS

To guarantee the complete fulfillment of "Structural Integrity" and "Leakage

Requirement" a Fracture Mechanics analysis (on module primary and secondary structure)

has been performed with corefull attention to the cone and cylinder welded areas.

The initial standard defects assumed for the analytical life predictions were the same

as for the other structural parts:

- a = 1.5 mm, 2c = 15 mm, a/2c = 0.1

a = 3.0 mm, 2c = 6.0 mm, a/2c = 0.5 ) Surface flaw

- 2c = 6.0 mm, for through the thickness crack,

while the material properties as Kc and dc/dN or da/dN were obtained from preceedingly

mentioned tests.

The analytical results were largely succesfull, in fact for the most severe loaded

areas, the "Leak Before Burst" was demonstrated and the depth propagation of the

assumed surface defects through the thickness was reached far beyond the required 200

missions. These results were =chieved assuming initial defects dimensions greater than

the acceptable welding defects, then the possibility to accept by analysis even some



type defects with dimensions out of specification, as just mentioned in preceealng

paragraphs, was investigated.

Firstly an embedded flaw schematization (2), (ii), where the welding defect is assumed

of elliptical or circular shape was defined taking into account the tension and the

bending stress field, then the mentioned special X-ray method was applied to evaluate

the defect position in the tickness as depicted in Figure 5, where a and b are the two

measure defect dimensions, d is one distance of defect from edge and t are actual

thickness.

Using material properties preceedingly measured by test, a Linear Elastic Fracture

Mechanics analysis,
w 
using "Paris" crack growth formulation, was then performed applying

the following statements:

- verification of the "structural integrity" assuming through the thickness cracks with

a length equal to 1.2 times the "X-ray" at 90' indication;

- verification of the "leakage" assuming an embedded flaw which dimensions are, in

depth and in length, A = 0.25 rm each side greater than X-ray inspection indication,

as shown in Figure 5, to cover measurement uncertainties and demonstrating that such

a flaw become through the thickness crack in more than 200 missions.

Besides, to avoid any chance of corrosion, it was decided to repair or remove any

welding defect either lying on one of the skins (surface flaw) or found propagating by

analysis until to reach one skin in less than 200 missions.

Before any defect removal but not repeared, the following calculations based on actual

gross stresses expected in that area were performed (7);

- residual static strength on remaining thickness taking into account the bending

moment due to introduced offset and stress concentration factor Kt for material

removal;

- fracture mechanics analysis assuming an initial standard detect in addition to the

removed material, to demonstrate the life requirements against the leak on the

remaining thickness.

FUTURE APPLICATIONS

Several new manned space projects proposals are appeared during this last year in the

European scenario as ARIANE 5, Space Station, Columbus, where the strong reduction in

weight and heavier payload transportation capability are required as a main goal to

reduce the costs.

Welded primary structures using aluminium alloy 2219 or similar, will be surely chosen,

then the welding techniques of aluminium alloys with high reliability and safety will

be required either improving TIG technique or aevelopping other processes as the

"PLASMA".

Aeritalia, in these last months, started to plan preliminary activities (bibliography,

market investigation of welding facilities, test planning, potential european alusinium

supplier) to develop plasma welding technique of 2219 aluminium alloys having

thicknesses higher than 3.5e4 mn and to improve TIG welding process on the bases of the

past experience, for thinner thicknesses.

In both cases the fracture mechanics analysis will be extensively applied to all the

type of welded structures not only for "Leak Before Burst" demonstration and Life

prediction, but even to enlarge the defect dimensions acceptability respect the present

specification.

In the mean the efforts will be addressed to furtherly improve the non destructive

inspection techniques applied to large structures, reducing the minium detectable

limits and increasing the structural safety of any manned future spacecraft.
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FIGURE 5 -EMBEDDED FLAW SCHEMATIZATION OF WELDING DEFECTS FOR FRACTURE

MECHANICS ANALYSIS
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RECORDER REPORT ON SESSION II : DIFFUSION BONDING

SPECIALIST EETING II ON ADVANCED JOINING OF METALLIC MATERLALS

by
MARC DUFOUR

Industrial Material Research Institute (IMRI)
National Research Council Canada (MRCC)

75, de Mortagne
Boucherville (Qugbec)

Canada J4B 6Y4

Four papers about diffusion bonding (DB) were presented during session II. A fifth paper on DB was also
presented at the end of Session I.

Several industrial examples where DB was found particularly useful were presented. Dr. Adam ("Bonding of
SuperalLoys by Diffusion Welding and Diffusion Brazing") has shown us that DB could be advantageously used
to repair some important parts (leading and trailing edges in coated vanes). Another example was about
the manufacturing of parts that normally requires single crystals. DB allowed the same part to be
produced from smaller parts resulting in an improved design which permits fast dimensional changes without
coating tool changes.

Authors have demonstrated a high interest for the use of super plastic forming (SPF) techniques combined
with DB (called SFF/DB) to improve fabrication processes and the quality of resulting parts. SPF/DB was
identified as being already a very powerful technique. There is potential for much more new applica-
tlions. M. Bolre's conference (-Application do soudage par diffusion associB au formage superplastique i
La ralisation de structures en tles minces de TAhV") showed us how economic it could be even if the
costs of materials and of specialized tooling are very high, because of the large savings that could be
made on man-power. Furthermore the end-results would present better characteristics at least for its
weight, as compared to a stainless-steel based design. However, engineering design methods have to be
further adapted to these materials. Failure to do so may result in a higher price of the final product,
as it would probably not take advantage of those special properties of the material Mathematical model-
ling of the forming process has been pointed out by Mr. Boire. A better understanding of the process used
with a good mathematical model would allow for better engineering methods and more performant designs.

About the fabrication procedure, Mr. Stephens said that several aspects as the surface preparation and
cleaning are very critical. However, by implementing a close process control, high quality products are
obtained with a low rejection rate.

An interest was shown for the use of aluminum with SPF/DB. Encouraging results have been obtained by
using special alloys, interlayer coating or by bounding, involving a liquid phase. Further work is requi-
red in this area to characterize the bonded joint or to convince the industries of its reliability. About
future development, it was proposed to investigate the possibility of applying semiconductor fabrication
technology for surface etching before bonding.

Finally, even if high quality products rely mainly on good process control, it was determined that NOT
techniques are still to be improved in particular for the detection of micro-voids or close-contact dis-
bound, or to overcome the accessibility problem.

There Is also an interest for further investigations of the mechanical properties of bonded structures
used in a real environment.
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SUMMARY
Over the last twenty years, considerable Aerospace Research
and Development effort has been directed to the development of
the diffusion bonding (D.B.) process as a means of manufacture

of low cost structures. To date the main thrust of these
developments have been associated with titanium which has
inherent metallurgical characteristics which make this
material ideally suited for joining by this technique.

For these titanium alloys which exhibit superplastic (SPF)

properties, the combined processes of SPF and DB considerably
extend the range of low cost and structurally efficient
titanium aerospace components which can be manufactured; even
as replacements for conventionally fabricated aluminium alloy
components.

Recent developments in the SPF of high strength aluminiums and
metal matrix composites has stimulated work in the field of DB
of aluminium. It is thought that in the longer term this
field of DB could have the highest levels of application.

This paper details the range of aerospace structural forms
which can and are currently being manufactured using the
Jiffusion bonding process. The process options, bond integrity,
and NDT aspects are discussed.

1.0 Introduction

Over the past twenty years, considerable Aerospace research and development effort has
been directed towards the development of the metallic diffusion bonding process (DB) as
a means of manufacturing primary aerospace structures and components. To date the main
thrust of these developments has been associated with titanium alloys which have
inherent metallurgical characteristics which make these materials ideally suited to this
joining technique. In recent years, however, the development of metal matrix composite
materials (MMC) has stimulated work in the field of diffusion bonding of aluminium
alloys:- this being an essential process in the manufacture of components from the thin
fibre reinforced foil raw product.

Both titanium and aluminium alloys exhibit superplastic properties and hence a
further interest in the use of DB has been stimulated by its association with super-
plastic forming (SPF) as a combined process (SPF/DB) in the manufacture of high quality
low cost aerospace components.

This paper reviews the current situation with respect to the use of DB in its own right

or in combination with other processes in particular SPF, as a means of manufacturing
aerospace structures.

2.0 Diffusion Bonding

DB has been exploited as a method of joining from ancient ti,;ies but in aerospace

manufacture its earliest use was associated with cladding of materials for corrosion

protection. This process is generally carried out in cold/high pressure conditions
associated with heavy rolling and also involves significant straining/deformation of
the materials to be bonded.

By contrast the latest development in the DB process are associated with high
temperatures and relatively low pressures with low or negligible strains.

The process of DB is defined in British Standard 499 as

"a joining process where in all of the faces to be bonded are held together by
a pressure insufficient to cause readily detectable plastic flow, at a
temperature below the melting point of any of the parts, the resulting solid
state diffusion, with or without the formation of a liquid phase, causing
bonding to occur. Additional heat may or may not be applied."

*I
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Two categories of DB are recognised:- these are "solid state" or "liquid phase" and the

definition of these is stated as follows:-

"diffusion bonding in which all the reactions occur in the solid state"

and

"diffusion bonding in which solid state inter diffusion between dissimilar
materials results in the formation of a liquid phase".

From a practical point of view the primary advantage of liquid phase relative to solid
state bonding is the reduced pressures and times associated with liquid phase bonding.

3.0 Theoretical Predictions

The early empirically derived processing conditions for DB, have now been supported by
the establishment of a number of theorectical models of the process 1-6. These models
vary in their assumptions but in all cases demonstrate the dominance of surface
topography in the determination of the processing conditions required to achieve a bond.

For solid state bonding, the models consider surface diffusional mechanisms for areas of
intimate contact, preceeded by deformation mechanisms such as power law creep and
plastic yielding.

Work has also been done on the modelling of liquid phase bonding when using low melting
point interlayer between the bond faces 5. The primary advantage of the interlayer is
its ability to "wet" the bond surfaces and effect "erosion" type mechanisms coupled with
rapid transport within the liquid. This model confirms the practical experience of
reduced pressures and times to effect a liquid phase bond.

4.0 Process Conditions

The main processing variables associated with DB are:-
- Temperature

- Pressure
- Time

4.1 Temperature

All of the mechanisms associated with DB - diffusion, creep, plastic yielding
etc. are assisted by carrying out the DB processing at high temperature.

In a practical situation, it is usual to maintain the temperature of the
process constant and uniform and as high as possible subject only to
material considerations, such as alloy phase transformation temperatures,
and liquid phase temperatures. By maintaining the temperature as high as
possible the time to effect a bond is minimised for any given bond pressure
and surface condition.

4.2 Pressure

Because of the creep and plastic yield mechanisms, pressure is an important
process parameter. Clearly the higher the pressure that can be exerted at
a given temperature the lower the time to effect a bond. The level of
pressure employed however, is usually a compromise between the economic
considerations of time, capital equipment, and tooling material, the latter
being a particular consideration for the high temperature conditions
associated with titanium DB.

As the "wetting" effect associated with liquid phase DB brings the two joint
faces into direct contact without the deformation required in solid state
bonding, the pressures associated with liquid phase bonding are reduced.

4.3 Time

Apart from the obvious economic consideration associated with the time to
effect a good quality bond, consideration also needs to be given to time
dependent metallurgical phenomena such as grain growth in the material
being bonded and the consequent reduction in mechanical properties that
might result. In a similar vein, in the case of MMC, fibre/matrix
interface degradation with loss of mechanical properties needs to be
considered in particular at the high bonding temperatures associated with
titanium.

In addition, consideration needs to be given to the effect of grain growth
on the SPF performance of the base material if the combined SPF/DB process
is being used 7.

In general however, these metallurgical effects are minor and enable pro-
cessing times of several hours to be accommodated without significant
degradation in material properties.
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5.0 Material requirements

The essential material requirements for DB relate to conditions of the mating faces to
be joined. These are:-

I. Flatness
2. Surface roughness
3. The absence of insoluable substances on

or between the faces

Because of the essential requirements of intimate contact between mating faces as a
prerequisite for bonding by atomic diffusion, the surfaces to be joined should be as
flat and smooth as possible. For practical applications of DB it is usual to specify a
roughness equivalent to a ground surface (RA Circa O.k5AW,). Rougher surfaces can be
accommodated however, by appropriate adjustments in the process conditions. Figure 1
shows for reference the surface roughness associated with a range of surface machining
operations.

Although bonding times can be reduced by the use of the finest possible finish, this
needs to be balanced against the time that would be required to achieve such a finish.

The existence of insoluable substances on or between the surfaces will prevent bonding.
These "no bond" areas manifest themselves as voids in the case of entrapment of
insoluable gasses such as argon, or alternatively areas of intimate contact in the case
of insoluable surface layers such as oxide layers.

The inhibition of bonding by the introduction of insoluable surface layers has a
practical significance in the manufacturing process, as it enables selective bonding to
be carried out and thus facilitates the manufacture of highly complex structural forms
by the combined SPF/DB processes. This important aspect is discussed later in this
paper.

6.0 Titanium as a bondable material

Because of its associated superplastic properties the 6% Aluminium 4% Vanadium titanium
alloy has become the most widely used and recognised high strength titanium alloy in the
manufacture of DB components. DB temperatures for this alloy are usually in the region
930-950 C - this temperature range being c8nditioned/limited by the phase transformation
temperature for this two phase alloy of 985 C.

At temperatures in excess of 800 C. titanium and its alloys become highly reactive and
will absorb their own limited oxide layer, thus producing a "self-cleaning" action
which is compatible with the DB process requirements. The reactivity of titanium at
these temperatures does however require that the material is protected in an inert
(argon) atmosphere or alternatively under vacuum. Because of the insoluability of argon
in titanium care needs to be taken, however, to ensure that during the bonding sequence
the argon is expelled from between the mating faces and does not become entrapped, thus
producing large voids in the bonds.

Because of the self-cleaning action associated with titanium alloys, these materials
can be used in the bonding process as "as received" materials with the pre-preparation
of sheet for example being limited to standard cleaning processes such as degreasing and
"pickling" (acid etch). This factor obviously enhances the economic advantages of the
use of titanium in low cost component manufacture.

Although solid state DB of titanium is readily achieveable, there are practical
advantages to be had in the use of liquid phase DB. In particular, the use of an
interlayer can significantly reduce the pressures required to effect a bond. Fitzpatrick
reports that the use of a Cu/Ni interlayer, electro plated onto the bond faces, allows

bonding pressures to reduce to less than 700 mb.

This contrasts with sheet titanium solid state bonding pressures of 20 to 30 bar which
are typical of current component manufacture. Based upon the familiar Wiesert/Stacher
relationship presented on Figure 2 the associated times to achieve a bond are 1 to 1.5
hours.

7.0 Aluminium as a Bondable Material

The major obstacle which prevents aluminium alloys as "as received" materials being
used for DB, is the existence of a tenacious oxide layer which is insoluable even at
DB temperatures. Before aluminium and its alloys can be bonded therefore, it is
necessary to either remove this oxide layer by chemical/mechanical cleaning, or to
substitute a soluable alternative which will be absorbed by the base material at the DB
temperatures - thus behaving in a self cleaning manner akin to that for titanium. The
introduction of a substitute layer can also be used as a means of effecting liquid
phase bonding with a resultant reduction in bonding pressures and times.

DB of aluminium in the form of cladding has been in use for a considerable number of
years. This process involves cold/high pressure rolling and considerable straining
of the material, which causes break up of any residual oxide layer.
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The pretreatment of the aluminium alloy involves chemical/mechanical removal of the
oxide layer. Because of the capital equipment involved this bonding technique has
not been viewed as a method for component manufacture but recent developments by
Texas Instrumenis in the manufacture of components by their "thermally expanded
metal* process could result in cold roll bonding gaining some prominence in future
aerospace component manufacture.

For low pressure/high temperature bonding, which is being developed in association
with SPF and MMC fabrication, the method of oxide pre-treatment involves either
chemical/mechanical cleaning or alternatively the substitution of the oxide layer
with a thin absorbable metallic coating of elements such as Cu, Ag etc., the choice
of element being subject to the base alloy being bonded.

Coating techniques such as Ion Vapour Deposition (IVD) allow these absorbable coatings
to be of minimal thickness and hence their absorption has negligible effect on the base
alloy composition and its associated mechanical properties.

Development work carried out by British Aerospace concludes that the oxide layer
substitution technique provides higher quality bonds with less variability in bond
strength.

DB temperatures for aluminium alloys are in the region of 5000 C. but the actual
temperature used is subject to the base alloy and the metallic coating employed.

Bonding Pressures for aluminium alloys using the "hot" DB process are relatively low
compared with the roll bonding process and times as low as 15 minutes have been
achieved.

8.0 Bond strengths

The following table summarises typical strengths of DB joints in titanium and
aluminium alloys. These are compared for reference with parent material strengths and
typical rivetted and adhesively bonded joint strengths.

Mechanical Properties of DB Joints

Material Shear Strength
MPa

Titanium Parent 575
6 AL. 4V DB 575

Aluminium Parent 320
SDB l50 -l70 IO

Nt Rivetted Joint

(Typical) 10

Adhesive Bond Joint
(Typical) 20 - 40

What is evident from this table is the capability of titanium to achieve parent
strength properties and the significant increase in shear strength of titanium and
aluminium DB joints relative to current conventional joining techniques.

Baker and Partridge 11 have demonstrated that for good quality bonds in titanium the
fatigue performance of DB joints is equal to parent material but that the existence of
micro voids in the joint area will degrade the fatigue performance without significantly
affecting the static strength. Work by the same authors has demonstrated that even for
joints with minimal voiding a significant reduction in impact strength is experienced at
a DB joint in titanium.

From a component design point of view, parent material fatigue strengths are usually of
academic interest as these properties are usually degraded to take account of stress
concentration effects associated with notches and joints. For the case of titanium 6/4
the parent material endurance limit(lo 7cycles) of 530 MPa would be reduced to 330 MPa
for normal design purposes i.e., 38% reduction. Data from the literature and from
testing conducted by British Aerospace, suggests that this re6,uction in parent strength
represents a realistic degradation factor to cover practical limits of micro voiding.

9.0 DB Joint Defects

DB joint defects fall into three categories. These are:-

1. Micro voids
2. Large voids
3. Intimate contact disbonds

Figure 3 shows a typical micro void in a DB joint - such a defect is only likely to
occur as a result of the-application of the incorrect processing conditions. This
defect can be largely overcome by ensuring that the processing conditions of pressure
and or time are chosen to encompass the widest range of surface conditions likely to be
encountered in the manufacture of a given component.
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The effect of the presence of micro voids has and continues to be studied. Results so
far indicate some insensitivity to micro voids in static strength properties but
reductions in fatigue, impact and elongation to failure have been demonstrated.

The cause of large voids/disbonds is most likely to be associated with argon gas
entrapment when bonding in an argon environment. This defect can be overcome by
employing the correct processing technique and in the detail design of the component

to ensure progressive venting of the faces to be bonded. Large void areas can also

arise due to irregularities in the platens or workpiece when carrying out "massive"

DO. In this case, the bond faces have failed to come into contact because the

pressures employed are generally insufficient to forge the material into the required

shape. The effect of large voids on component integrity is currently being studied -

of particular concern is whether such voids, even if deemed to be initially non

critical because of their location on a component, will propagate to a critical state

in a service environment.

As discussed previously, intimate contact disbands are associated with non gaseous
insoluable layers between mating faces. These insoluable areas can either be present
on the faces to be bonded, or arise during manufacture due to inadequate pre-processing
or as a result of the ingress of surface contaminants during the DR processing. The
prevention of such disbonds is clearly dependant upon good process control. As in the
case of large voids, such disbands may not be critical on a particular component,
provided they do not propagate, but unlike large voids the intimate contact in these
disbonds makes their extent difficult to ascertain by current NDT techniques.

10.0 N.D.T.

Of the three defect types discussed in the previous section, only the large voids can
be readily detected by current N.D.T. techniques such as C-Scan ultrasonics and
X-Rays 12,13.

Detection of microvoids can only be accomplished by micrographic examination and in a
practical situation this is usually carried out on a sample basis either by cut up of
production components or by the examination of areas of the components which are
removed during subsequent production operations; control of such defects is however
best accommodated by correct proceassing and process control.

Intimate contact disbonds is a defect which is common to all bonding processes and is
therefore not unique to DR. Detection of such defects presents difficulties for all
bonding processes and this is currently the subject of a considerable amount of research
using technique such as thermography, holography etc. As in the case of microvoids and
in common with other bonding processes currently accepted for aircraft production, close
control of the processing route is seen as the most practical solution to this particular
problem.

11.0 Component manufacture

11.1 Equipment

The process of DB requires a means of maintaining the workpiece at a uniform
temperature, together with the means of applying and reacting the loads
required to produce intimate contact between the faces to be bonded. The
equipment most widely used as a means of providing these conditions is a
heated platen press, a typical example of which is shown on Figure 4.
Provision of a protective environment in particular when Ding titanium
is either provided by the addition of a vacuum chamber as an integral part
of the press or alternatively as a integral part of the individual component
tooling.

11.2 DB Processing

DO in component manufacture is generally categorised into two forms:-

1. "Massive DB"
2. "Thin Sheet DB"

Massive DR involves the joining of machined plate elements and is generally
associated with the manufacture of thick section componentE, which would other-
wise be machined from solid, or alternatively, from a forged blank. Figure 5.

As a general rule, the bonding pressures associated with "massive" D are
applied by mechanical means and can require the application of loads in more
than one direction.

The DO joints in components manufactured by this route are a substitute for
parent metal in the conventional equivalent and would in general be subject to
high levels of stress in service use; this in turn demands high integrity bonds
in the manufacture of these components if good structural efficiency is to be
maintained in the DB component.
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The need to achieve such high quality bonds coupled with the remoteness
of the applied mechanical bonding loads places considerable demands on
the accuracy required of both the tooling and the individual plate
elements employed in the component manufacture.

By contrast the use of "thin sheet" DB has two practical advantages
relative to "massive" DB. These are:-

1. Thin sheet usually has a good surface finish as an
"as received" material (RA Circa 0.5oa m) and therefore
requires limited pre-preparation. (This is particularly
true of titanium alloy sheet).

2. Bonding loads can be applied by gas pressurisation which
facilitates intimate contact between faces to be bonded
and is therefore independant of the platen or workpiece
flatness. Figure 6.

When associated with sheets of superplastic quality, conformity between
faces to be bonded can be readily achieved by the fact that the material
will form to provide intimate contact. In addition, the bonding pressures
will remain normal to the surfaces of the sheets irrespective of the shape
of the two sheets to be bonded.

11.3 SPF/D

Since the late sixties, much experimental work has been conducted in the
potential use of the combined process of SPF/DB, in particular, using the
6/4 titanium alloy. The structural forms which can be manufactured using
these combined processes are universally recognised in terms of the numbers
of sheets employed in their manufacture. Figures 7 to 9 illustrate the
2, 3 and 4 sheet forms respectively.

The manufacture of thin sheet SPF/DB components, in particular the two and
three sheet forms rely upon selective DB prior to SPF. The achievement of
the selective DB is associated with the use of an insoluable surface coating
which is applied to the mating surfaces in areas which are not required to
be bonded. In the case of the four sheet structure, the core line bonding
can be carried out in a similar manner to that for the two and three sheet
forms and prior to its enclosure into the skin pack. This structure also
has a DB cycle as the completion of forming in the tool.

11.4 MMC

Because of the form in which these materials are produced (thin foil), coupled
with the large areas of bond required, DB of MMC either as selective reinforce-
ment in association with SPF/DB or in the manufacture of MMC components,
generally uses gas pressure bonding to ensure good quality bonds. The use of
these materials is still in the early development stage but the attractive
weight saving potential provided by these high specific strength materials
suggests that in the longer term this could represent the greatest potential
use for DB in future aircraft component manufacture.

12.6 Component Integrity

Component integrity in respect to the use of DB in manufacture is dependent upon
the type of structure and the method of manufacture employed in the production of the
DB joints.

As discussed previously the types of structure and the high levels of joint loading
associated with "massive" DB places considerable demands on the process conditions,
tooling integrity and accuracy/finish of the component elements. Because of the low
forecast usage of "massive" DB in the manufacture of its products, British Aerospace
have carried out only limited development work in this particular DB technique. It is
not therefore within the competence of the authors to provide an authoritative comment
on the viability of this form of the DB process in the manufacture of high integrity
components. By contrast, however, British Aerospace has been involved in the
pioneering of the use of thin sheet SPP/DB having patented the two sheet structure as
early as July 1972.

In general the DB joints associated with the thin sheet structure forms which are
typical of SPF/DB manufacture, replace conventional joining technique such as welding,
rivetting, or adhesive bonding. The load transfer demanded by such joints is well
within the strength capability of DB joints, as demonstrated in section 8.0, where a
comparison is provided between conventional and DB joint strengths.

Testing of practical SPF/DB structure has demonstrated however that the integrity of
these thin sheet components is more dependent upon local stress concentrations In the
parent material which arise from structural features which are typical and peculiar to
this form of construction. Figure 10.
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13.0 Economic Advantages

The economic advantages associated with DB and SPF/DB have been well documented and
have been substantiated fully by a wide range of full size development/demonstrator
projects conducted by most Aerospace Companies throughout the Western World 14 - 17.

The fundamental aspects associated with these economic advantages are:-

1. Simple starting blank forms (particularly significant
for titanium)

2. High material utilisation

3. Reduced parts count

4. Process times which are insensitive to size,
complexity of structural form, or numbers of
components manufactured in one operation

5. In the case of SPF/DB concurrent forming and
bonding

It is recognised that the actual savings achieved are a function of the component, its
equivalent conventional method of manufacture and the associated material. A highly
significant factor in the maximisation of these savings is however a requirement to
design for these processes - in particular SPF/DB - rather than slavishly attempting to
reproduce the conventional equivalent.

As an example of the significant reduction in parts count which is attainable by SPF/DB;
the pressure shell escape hatch illustrated in Figure 11, and which is currently being
development by British Aerospace for 125/800 Aircraft, has a reduction of 76 detail
parts and 1,000 fasteners in transforming from aluminium fabrication to titanium SPF/DB.
The SPF/DB door will have only 14 details and some 90 fasteners. Allowing for
differences in the raw material costs between the two methods of manufacture a 30% cost
saving is predicted for the SPF/DB door.

In the case of MMC, the economic consideration is perhaps less relevant than the fact
that DB appears at this time to be the only practical method available for exploiting
these high specific property materials in component manufacture.

14.0 Weight Advantage

Again the weight saving potential provided by these processes has been well documented
and substantiated by full scale component manufacture. These weight savings occur from
the ability of SPF/DB in particular, to produce efficient structural forms with the
elimination of fasteners and associated joint flanges. A particular example is shown
on Figure 12. This shows the titanium SPF/DB wing access panel which has been developed
by British Aerospace and is now in full production for fitment to Airbus A310 and A320
aircraft. This particular component achieves a weight saving in excess of 40% of the
aluminium alloy equivalent.

15.0 Applicability

Based upon an assessment of civil and military aircraft an estimate of the potential
embodiment levels for components using the various DB process routes is seen as follows:

% of Structure Weight

"Massive" DB 1 - 2

SPF/DB 8 - 10

MMC 20 - 25

The likely areas of application are seen as

"Massive" DE - highly loaded structure (in particular
on military aircraft)

- wing "carry through" structure
- control surface pivots
- under carriage supports
- flap tracks

SPF/DB - control surfaces
- smaller flying surfaces
- access panels/doors
- engine bay component
- hot ducting
- engine rotating parts

MMC - reinforcement of SPF/DB applications
- wing and flying surface skins and stringers
- engine pylons
- cabin floor structure
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16.0 Status of the technology

Since its early beginnings in the sixties, DB has attracted a considerable R & D
interest and funding support, in particular when associated with SPF and MMC. The wide
range of applications which have been studied and for which demonstrator programmes
have been carried out are well documented in the literature and do not need to be
chronicled in this paper. The results of these programmes have broadly confirmed the
benefits predicted for these new technologies. As discussed by Weisert in his paper
presented to the ASM WESTEC Conference in 1984 early production exploitation of
these processes, which is obviously a measure of maturity of a new technology, has
suffered from the fortunes of a number of key projects such as Concords and Bl and as
is the case with all new technologies the difficulty of attaining maturity in phase
with new project start dates has also been experienced in the evolution of these
processes. Nevertheless, production has commenced and in the UK components are now
being produced for:

Tornado - Hot Air Ducts - Figure 13

Airbus A310/A320 - Access Panels - Figure 12

Rolls Royce - Fan Blades
RB211-535E4

The two airframe components identified above used solid state DB whereas the Fan Blade
uses liquid phase DB.

Since the commencement of production of the components listed above several hundred
components have been produced and are now in service operation.

Further production components are under development within British Aerospace and will
be introduced progressively in the next two years on current military and civil
aircraft projects. Embodiment of these new processes into future British Aerospace
projects is well advanced.

From the literature, it is clear that most of the European Aerospace Industry is
involved in the development of these processes and anticipate the early introduction
of components on to their existing and new projects.

17.0 Conclusions

DB has come of age in as much as it has now been introduced into the volume production
of a number of primary components for airframe and aero engines.

The process is well understood and compares favourably in strength and quality with
existing conventional joining techniques. In titanium, parent material strength
properties can be readily achieved and hence DB has considerable potential in the
efficient, cost effective manufacture of components which demand high strength joints.

Conventional NUT techniques can and are already being successfully applied in the
quality control of DB joints. Further R & D in this field is desirable in particular
in respect to intimate contact disbonds but in the final analysis the key to DB quality
is seen as close process control.

Future developments, in the use of DB are likely to be in the manufacture of larger
and more complex components produced by the SPF/DB route and in the field of MMC
fabrication of airframe and aero engine components.

Long term in service experience is yet to be established but there is every confidence
that components manufactured by this route will be in no way inferior to there
conventionally manufactured equivalents. The superior fatigue and corrosion resistance
of titanium would suggest a likely improvement in "cost of ownership" relative to
aluminium.

As a process therefore we anticipate DB growing in significance in future airframes and
aero engine component manufacture.

0 tn
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DIFFUSION BONDING OF At-ALLOYS IN THE SOLID STATE
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SUMMARY

Solid state diffusion bonds have been produced between clad At-alloy sheet5 in
alloys 7010, 2024, SUPRAL 220 and LITAL A. The sheet surface was first ion plated with
a 1 um layer of silver before bonding at 280*C or 450*C under 130 MPa or 7 MPa pressure.
Lap shear strengths were in the range 140 MPa - 180 MPa and peel strengths were more than
40 N/mm. The effects of test piece design, surface finish, clad layer thickness and of
oxide films on diffusion bond strengths are described. The results suggest that a
combination of thin silver coating and a clad layer should enable any At-alloy to be
diffusion bonded.

1 INTRODUCTION

Substantial cost and weight savings can be achieved for titanium sheet structures
by combining superplastic forming with diffusion bondingl. The weight savings arise from
reduced numbers of parts and of mechanical fasteners. Similar savings might also be
achieved for At-alloy sheet structures if a joining process could be found that was
co.npatible with the superplastic forming conditions for the high strength At-alloys.

The efficient utilisation of advanced AL-alloys produced by rapid solidification
processing

2-5 
and of AL-metal matrix composites

6 
could also depend on a suitable low

temperature joining process, since the properties of the former depend upon a fine grained
metastable microstructure which is degraded by temperatures above about 300'C - 350*C 5;,8
and the latter often require joining temperatures below conventional brazing temperatures.

Adhesive bonding 
1
'
3 

and weld-bonding
1
'
9 

are well established techniques but the
demand for higher bond strength, improved environmental performance and temperature
capability has directed attention to ultrasonic welding

9
, diffusion brazing

9
-
13 

and solid
state

9
,
10
,
14

,
15 

diffusion bonding (DB). There are several features unique to DB which
makes this method particularly suitable for AL-alloys; these are summarised in Table 1.

TABLE 1

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF DIFFUSION BONDED JOINTS

1 Parent metal strength may be obtained.

2 Large area joints are possible.

3 Bonding involves minimum distortion and
deformation and close dimensional control is
possible.

4 No corrosion arises from fillers or fluxes at
the joint interface.

5 Thick and thin sections can be joined tL each
other.

6 Cast, wrought and sintered powder products
and dissimilar metals can be joined.

7 Machining costs may be reduced.

8 More efficient design may be possible.

9 May be combined with superplastic forming.

The possibility of obtaining parent metal strength and combining DB with superplastic
forming are especially attractive for airframe structures.

Unfortunately At-alloys are among the most difficult metals to DB, because of the
rapid formation of a stable oxide film on bare aluminium surfaces. Most of the Al-bonding
work reported has involved high temperatures and large deformations

10
,
15

. Less deforma-
tion is required if foil interlayers or electroplated coatings are used,

10
,1

4
,15 and

still lower pressures and deformation are needed in the presence of a transient liquid
phase

9
,
10

,
12
, but these methods often produce brittle intermetallic phases and low bond

strengths.
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Much improved surface cleaning and thin film coatings are now possible using plant
developed for the semiconductor industry

16
. In the future such coatings could provide

the flEibility and quality control hitherto lacking in the solid state bonding of
metals''. A preliminary investigation has therefore been carried out using argon-ion
sputter cleaned and silver-ion plated clad At-alloy sheet. Silver oxide dissociates
above about 200°C and silver exhibits significant solubility in the AL-lattice at the
solution temperatures of 480oC - 520*C, as shown in Figure 1. A silver coating was there-
fore considered ideal for the development of a solid state diffusion bonding model for

AL-alloys. This paper describes the bonding and testing techniques used and gives
bond strength data for 7010, LITAL A, SUPRAL 220, and 2024 alloys. Some of the factors
affecting the bond strength are discussed.

TABLE 2

ALUMINIUM ALLOY COMPOSITION AND HEAT TREATMENT

Composition Wt % Heat treatment

Alloy Solution
Cu Mg Zn Li Fe Zr Mn Cr Ge Si heat- Age

treat
16 h at

1 2024 4.4 1.5 - - - - 0.6 498'C 190C

2 SUFRAL 5.9 0.35 0.07 - 0.18 0.4 - - 0.1 0.12 520.C 16 h at

220 180'C

24 h at
120C and

3 7010 1.7 2.3 6.0 - - 0.11 - 480oC 'Can10 h at
172 C

4 LITAL 1.2 0.7 - 2.4 - 0.1 - - 530C 5 h at
'A' 50C 185*C

2 EXPERIMENTAL TECHNIQUE

The compositions of the alloys bonded are given in Table 2; 2024 and SUPRAL 220 are based
upon the AL-Cu system, 7010 on the AL-Zn-Mg system and LITAL A on the AL-Li-Cu system.
All the alloys were clad on each surface to a thickness of 40 Am - 60 Am (2024), 100 Am
(LITAL A), 120 Am (7010) and 140 Am (SUPRAL 220). Sheet thicknesses were in the range
1.6 mm - 3.5 mm. Lap shear tests on bonds made at 280oC used test pieces made from
blanks 30 x 25 mm which were cut, drilled and bonded as shown in Figure 2. The overlap
L was 4 2t (where t is the sheet thickness) to ensure failure by shear in the bond inter-
face

18
. After bonding the section A in Figure 2 was used to study the as bonded micro-

structure and section B was used to monitor the effect of post bonding heat treatment.
A modified test piece, described later, was used for joints made at 450'C.

Peel test piece blanks 100 x 18 mm were bonded at one end to a length of , 20 mm
prior to bending into a shape suitable for peel testing as shown in Figure 3. Shear and
peel strengths for all the alloys were obtained for bonds made between surfaces mechan-
ically polished to 1 Am diamond to give a surface finish

19 
Ra = 0.05 Am (Figure 4a). The

effect of surface finish on bond shear strength was determined for the 7010 alloy. Taly-
surf traces for typical surfaces are shown in Figure 4. The polished surfaces were
sputter cleaned either in a triode (T) or a diode (D) apparatus using argon gas plasma at
a pressure of 1-8 x 10-' torr. In the T-apparatus the test piece was stationary and sub-
jected to 1000 V DC whereas in the diode apparatus the test piece was rotated about a
vertical axis under an RF voltage. The sputtered aluminium surfaces were silver ion-
plated by sputtering either from a planar silver electrode (T-apparatus) or from a
magnetron silver source (D-apparatus). The silver coatings produced were about 1 am
thick.

In order to investigate the effect of the major variables on the bond shear strength,
jigs were designed

18 
for bonding (Figure 5) and testing (Figure 6) the small test pieces

in Figure 2. These jigs reduced the scatter in test data by ensuring accurate alignment
of the blanks during bonding and minimum bending during shearing. Bonding was carried
out either in air or in an apparatus flushed with argon at 280oC in 0.5 hour under
100 MPa - 130 MPa pressure or in vacuum at 4500C in I hour under 7 MPa pressure to produce
overall reductions in thickness of 5% - 20%.

3 STRUCTURE OF DIFFUSION BONDED JOINTS

3.1 Nacrostructure

After bonding a uniform cross-section was obtained across the bond and no macroscopic
defects were visible in the bond interface (eg at A in Figure 7a). However the reduced
constraint at the ends of the sheets led to greater deformation in one sheet and a non-
planar interface near the bond edges normal to the tensile axis. This is illustrated in
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Figure 7b, which is a schematic diagram of a typical bond interface; bonding was poor in
the non-planar regions at B and notches resembling sharp cracks were often produced at
C.

The strength of the lap shear joint was sensitive to bonding method, sheet edge
preparation and to sheet overlap. For example the end effects depicted in Figure 7b were
accentuated in guillotined sheets compared with edge ground sheets. When the overlap was
significantly less than 2t the bond interface became inclined to the sheet plane and was
subjected to shear during bonding, as shown in Figure 8. Although notch-like contours
were developed such bonds could fail at high stresses because the surface films were
disrupted by the shear deformation during bonding. This deformation sometimes led to
secondary recrystallisation, as shown at A in Figure 8.

At bonding temperatures greater than 300-C the whole bond interface (BAB in
Figure 7b) became inclined to the tensile axis even for overlaps > 2t; this led to a
reduced bond shear component during testing. Test pieces were therefore modified as
shown in Figure 7c. The overlap ABCD was about 6 t, but the surfaces were only coated
with silver in the central region BC - 2t. This ensured that the bond interface
remained planar and parallel to the sheet plane and to the tensile axis and the shear
properties were then less dependent on the bond plane curvature effects at the sheet
ends.

3.2 Microstructure

A mirror-like surface finish was obtained for 1 Um diamond polished surfaces as
shown in Figure 4a. A normal section through a 7010 bond made at 280*C is shown in
Figure 9a; the two 1 im silver layers at A were typically flat and free from coarse
defects over the whole bond interface.

After solution heat treatment (SHT) at 480*C for 16 hours followed by a cold water
quench the silver layer was replaced by small At grains (at A in Figure 9b). A trans-
mission electron micrograph after SET is shown in Figure l0a. No continuous films were

visible at the original Ag/Ag interface at A, but fine and coarse precipitates were
present at the alloy/cladding interfaces (B-B and C-C in Figure 10a). After ageing both
the original silver region and the cladding contained a uniform distribution of fine
precipitates (Figure 10b); one of the transverse grain boundaries shown at A in Figure 9b
is visible at A in Figure 10b.

Electron probe microanalysis across the bonds produced the curves in Figure 11.
These show that after SHT (Figure 11b) silver had diffused a distance of 400 cm from the
bond line and into the 7010 alloy to reduce the Ag content at the bond interface to about
1%. Other solutes had diffused into the cladding from the alloy to produce a uniform
alloy composition across the bond of 4% Zn, 1% Mg, 1% Ag and 0.5% Cu. However a marked
depletion of alloying elements remained in the cladding relative to the 7010 alloy.

4 BOND STRENGTH

The shear strength values depended on many factors including coating technique,
surface finish, silver and clad layer thickness, test piece design and heat treatment.
These variables were not optimised for each alloy in the present experiments.

4.1 Lap shear strength and hardness

In the as bonded state (Figure 9a) shear strengths u to 90 MPa were obtained. The
strength increased with time at the SHT temperature of 480 C coinciding with an increase
in solute diffusion into the cladding. Maximum strengths of 144 MPa - 182 MPa were
obtained after about 15 hours (Figure 12); strengths were greater for 1 Pm polished sur-
faces than for as received sheet surfaces. There was little change between 16 hours and
64 hours. All test pieces in the present programme were therefore SHT for 16 hours.

A substantial increase in the hardness of the alloy and the cladding was obtained
after SHT but ageing had little further effect on the hardness of the clad layer
(Figure 13). In the cladding the increase in hardness was caused largely by solid solu-
tion strengthening by Zn and Mg; the copper content was insufficient for age-hardening.

The load-time curve exhibited by a good bond during a lap shear test is shown in
Figure 14a for material in the SET condition; the rounded peak followed by a reduction in
load indicated significant plastic deformation had occurred in the bond region prior to
shear fracture. This plasticity was absent in poor bonds (Figure 14b) and these inter-
faces were subsequently found to have defects or unbonded areas. The plasticity was also
less for aged test pieces.

Some shear strength values are shown in Figure 15. As bonded strengths of
80 MPa ± 3 KPa were obtained for all the alloys and fracture occurred partly in Ag/Ag
interfaces and partly in Ag/cladding interfaces. After solution treatment the shear
strengths increased to values in the range 95 MPa - 174 EPa. Higher values were usually
obtained for test pieces produced in the triode apparatus. The effect of ageing depended
on the alloy system and on whether the diode or triode apparatus was used, but strengths
up to 150 MPa were obtained for 7010 and SUPRAL 220 test pieces from the triode apparatus.
Ageing appeared to have little effect on the LITAL A alloy. Deviations from pure shear
loading occurred with overlaps much less than 2t when bond interfaces were inclined to
the loading axis, as in Figure 8; the fracture stress (load/bond area) was 214 NPa for
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this specimen. With overlaps much greater than 2t increased bending and peel type frac-
ture occurred. The curve of load versus overlap length eventually reached a plateau
analogous to that found for adhesive bonded joints

20
. These factors together with other

variables associated with the diffusion bonding process, make precise comparisons of pub-
lished data difficult, but the bonds are significantly stronger than the 30 MPa - 40 MPa
reported for adhesive bonded AL-alloys

21
.

4.2 90
° 

Peel Strength

Peel test data are known to be very dependent on test piece design and testing
technique. However some simple tests were considered necessary to check whether the
fracture behaviour of diffusion bonded joints were particularly sensitive to peel
stresses. Some preliminary results were therefore obtained using the non-standard but
easily produced and tested test pieces shown in Figure 3.

A typical load-time curve for these test pieces is shown in Figure 14c; the load
remained almost constant during crack growth. In the SHT condition extensive plastic
deformation was associated with crack growth (Figure 16); the deformation extended
beyond the clad layer and into the parent alloy. The crack appeared to grow in a series
of jumps with large plastic zones developing during the slow crack growth period. These
zones are visible at A in Figure 16. A saw-tooth fracture reflected these variations in
crack speed.

Peel strengths at room temperature (Figure 17) for 7010, 2024 and SUPRAL 220 alloys
in the SHT condition were in the range 42 N/mm - 54 N/mm and after ageing the values were
41 N/mm - 48 N/mm. The values for the AL-alloys are significantly greater than values
reported

] 
for adhesive bonded AL-alloys (% 9 MPa). However precise comparisons are not

possible because of the different test pieces used. Preliminary work on the above bonded
joints suggest that the hot peel strengths would be low.

5 EFFECT OF SURFACE FINISH

7010 Alloy sheets with five different surface finishes were coated, bonded, and
tested in shear. Typical Talysurf traces for I Am diamond polished, as received and
600 grit ground surfaces are shown in Figure 4. The polished surface, had a very low
surface roughness and small waviness in both L (longitudinal) and T (transverse)directions.
As received sheet had relatively low roughness superimposed on significant waviness with
peak to trough of I Am. The ground surfaces had much greater roughness but less waviness.

Data for the 7010 alloy in the SHT condition are plotted in Figure 18. Lapped,
chemically polished and ground surfaces produced shear strengths in the range
100 MPa - 130 MPa on a plateau in the curve of shear strength versus surface finish. As
the surface became smoother (for as clad and 1 Am diamond polished) there was less varia-
tion in surface finish with direction in the surface and a significant increase in shear
strength was obtained up to a maximum of , 180 MPa.

It is interesting to note the effect on the shear strength of orientation of the
surface grooves in the ground surfaces. A maximum shear strength was obtained when the
grooves in both sheets were parallel to the shear direction and a minimum value was
obtained when the grooves in one sheet were normal to the shear direction. Circular
grooves produced strengths between these two extremes. Under the bonding conditions used
these strength differences reflected the number of interface voids or unbonded regions
present after bonding.

Bonded interfaces containing defects (pores or SiC particles) were obtained with
the 600 SiC grit ground surface as shown in Figure 19a. The low strength obtained after
SHT was attributed to these defects and to the presence of an intermetallic layer
(Figure 19b)

6 EFFECT OF CLAD LAYER THICKNESS

To measure the effect of clad layer thickness on bond strength, specimens were
lapped to partially remove the clad layer and then polished to 1 am surface finish.
Specimens were then silver coated and bonded under identical conditions. The range of
clad layer thickness and bond quality obtained is shown in Figure 20. The excellent
uniformity and defect free interfaces characteristic of the 1 Am polished surface were
obtained for all clad layer thicknesses. The shear strength data are plotted in
Figure 21. The shear strength was very sensitive to the clad layer thickness, decreasing
to less than 9 NPa when the clad layer thickness was about 9 Am - 15 Am thick on one side
and 25 Am - 30 pm thick on the other side of the silver layer. Specimens bonded without
a clad layer failed either during heat treatment or under very low loads during testing.

The microstructure of the bond interface after annealing also depended on the clad layer
thickness. In the bonds made between unclad or thin clad layers and after 16 hours at
480*C a continuous intermetallic layer Was visible at the bond line (at A in Figure 22
and large particles were visible in the clad/alloy interface as shown at B in Figure 22;
the layer and particles were not removed by prolonged annealing. Qualitative analysis of
these regions22,23 showed the layer to be rich in Ag, 0 and Cu and the particles to be
rich in Ag, Cu, Zn and Mg. Protruberances extending from the layer into the cladding (at
C in Figure 22) appeared to be caused by enhanced diffusion along a grain boundary. The
low bond shear strengths were attributed to the presence of this brittle intermetallic
layer. The changes in microstructure and bond strength with decreasing clad layer
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thickness were attributed to the way in which local solute concentrations in the cladding
changed with time. This is shown schematically in Figure 23 where it is assumed that the
presence of interface 3 does not affect the diffusion of Ag. With thick cladding layers
it is believed that, by the time solute atoms from the alloy have diffused through the
cladding to the original position of the Ag cladding interface (interface 2), the silver
concentration will have been reduced to below a critical concentration at which inter-
metallics form (Figure 23a). With thin cladding layers, however, the solute atoms arrive
sooner at interface 2 where a high concentration of Ag (or Ag itself) may still exist and
this leads to the formation of intermetallics. Similarly with thin cladding layers the
concentration of Ag at the alloy-cladding interface reaches higher values than with thick
cladding and intermetallics also occur at this interface (Figure 23b). In practice
diffusion takes place most rapidly down grain boundaries and it is thought that this
accounts for the isolated nature of the intermetallic particles in the region of the
alloy-cladding interface.

7 EFFECT OF INTERFACE OXIDE FILMS

Oxide films have a marked effect on aluminium solid state bonds
1
. They inhibit

diffusion of silver and prevent grain boundary migration across the bond interface.
Increasing bonding temperature and deformation during bonding helps to disrupt the inter-
face oxide. Figure 24 shows an Ag coated At-surface in contact with an uncoated oxide
covered At-surface after being subjected to the usual bonding procedure. The Ag coating
is on the upper sheet alone at A in Figure 24a. Note that after bonding at 450*C the Ag
layer is no longer uniform (compare Figure 9a) because significant Ag diffusion has
occurred during bonding. This produced a band of Ag-rich precipitates in the cladding at
C in Figure 24a adjacent to the Ag layer. No Ag precipitation was apparent in the lower
uncoated sheet at D in Figure 24a since Ag could not diffuse across the oxide film at B
on the surface of the lower sheet. With increased deformation the oxide film became
discontinuous (Figure 24b), silver diffused across the interface and Ag-rich precipitates
were visible on both sides of the bond interface at C and B in Figure 24b.

8 DISCUSSION

The results have shown that monolithic aluminium alloy joints can be obtained by
solid state diffusion bonding. All the bond strengths given in Figures 15 and 17 were
obtained with a total clad layer thickness of 80 Am - 280 Am. Although some solute
diffusion into the cladding occurred during heat treatment, the clad region was markedly
depleted in alloying elements. However the clad layer played a vital role in the bonding
process since it enabled intermetallic phase formation to be avoided by reducing the
local concentration of the diffusing solute and it deformed more rapidly during bonding
than the the parent alloy, thus reducing the bonding time, temperature or pressure.

In spite of the soft clad layer, the maximum shear strength of 150 MPa obtained for
the aged 7010 and SUPRAL 220 alloys is about a factor 3 greater than the values quoted

TABLE 3

Condition Tensile strength (MPa) Shear strength
Alloy or

temper Ultimate Yield

0 69 28 481060 H18 131 124 76

5254 0 241 117 152
Parent metal H38 331 269 197

properties (251 0 152 83 97
6066 T6 393 359 234

7010 T7651 528 455 (320)
LITAL A T6 450 375 (270)

Adhesive bonded L73 - - 40
joint [21]

Diffusion bonded 7010 T6 - 150
joint LITAL A T6 -- 100

for adhesive bonded At-alloys (Table 3). The peel strengths of the 7010, 2024 and
SUPRAL 220 alloy bonds were more than 40 N/mm compared with typical values for adhesive
bonded AL-alloys of less than 9 N/mm. No peel test data have been found for diffusion
bonded At-alloys, but for comparison Pb - Sn soldered copper joints have peel strengths
in the range 14 N/mm - 34 N/mW4. From Table 3 the bulk shear strength of At-alloys is
, 60% of the tensile strength which suggests shear strengths of ' 320 MPa and 270 MPa
for 7010 and LITAL A alloys. The maximum shear strengths obtained for the diffusion
bonds in these alloys were 150 MPa (7010) and 100 MPa (LITAL A) which correspond to 47%
and 37% respectively of the bulk shear properties. Some improvement on these values
should be possible by reducing the Ag and clad layer thicknesses and optimising the
diffusion annealing stage, provided the conditions for intermetallic and oxide phase



formation are avoided. However the maximum strength will be dictated by the weaker clad
layer.

Even with the present bonding method oxide films can cause problems if the combina-
tion of time and temperature allows At to diffuse through the Ag coating to the free sur-
face before bonding or allows sufficient oxygen to dissolve in the Ag and react with AL
at the Ag/cladding interface. The presence of intermetallic films in the bond interface
of the rough surface (Figure 19) could be caused indirectly by the longer time to make
complete surface contact.

The above restrictions, together with the possibility of limited hot peel strengths of
the bonded joints, suggests that secondary diffusion bonding during superplastic forming
would be difficult. However platen or gas pressure bonding at 280*C - 450*C prior to
forming should be possible as indicated in Figure 25. It follows from the above results
that any AL-alloy can be bonded by combining a silver coating with a clad surface and in
practice this could have the advantage of a single bonding procedure for all AL-alloys.

9 CONCLUSIONS

Solid state diffusion bonding of commercial high strength clad AL-alloy sheet has
been demonstrated at 280*C and 450*C. After heat treatment lap shear strengths of
140 MPa - 180 MPa and peel strengths of , 40 N/mm were obtained. The combination of Ag
coating and clad surface should enable any AL-alloy to be bonded.
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Figure 8 Section through lap shear test piece with overlap < 2t.

b

Figure 9 Diffusion bonded joint in 7010 alloy (a) as bonded (b) after solution heat

treatment.
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Figure 10 Transmission electron micrographs of sections through diffusion bonded joint
in 7010 alloy (a) after solution heat treatment (b) after SlIT and ageing.
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Figure 16 Plastic deformation associated with crack growth in peel test piece.
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Figure 19 Diffusion bond between ground surfaces in 7010 alloy (see Figure 4c) (a) as
bonded (b) after solution heat treatment.
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Figure 20 Diffusion bonded joints in 7010 alloy with clad layer thickness (a) 110 gm
(b) 9 gm - 24 pm.
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Figure 22 Interisetallic phases in diffusion bonded joint of 7010 alloy with thin clad
layers.
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BONDING OF SUPERALLOYS BY DIFFUSION WELDING AND

DIFFUSION BRAZING

by

Dr. P. Adam, Dipl. Ing. L. Steinhauser

NTU-MNnchen
Dachauerstr. 665
8000 Munchen 50

SUMMARY

The paper summarizes several developments of diffusion welded and diffusion bonded tur-
bine engine parts out of superalloys, blades, vanes, bliscs. The description of results
comprises nondestructive testing of parts and mechanical testing of material samples.
Results are mainly presented as conclusions on the expense of detailed test results
which would require individual parts/material problem presentations.

1 INTRODUCTION

Feasability studies with accompanying extensive metallurgical investigations and mecha-
nical strength evaluations are the contents of this paper. The poor weldability of
superalloys with high strength levels up to non weldability creates the demand for other
ways of manufacturing integral parts and for repair. Special interest is coming from
the strength and lifetime potential of hybrid parts containing different types of super-
alloys. Another demand is coming up from cost escalation in casting highly sophis-
ticated cooled blades, in particular single crystal blades.

2 MAIN FEATURES OF SUPERALLOY METALLURGY WITH RESPECT TO BONDING AND WELDING

Without reviewing superalloy metallurgy widely as in /l/ and /2/, it is recommendable
for better understanding to repeat the basis characteristics with respect to bonding.

The alloys must be grouped as cast alloys and forged alloys. Cast alloys serve usually
above 600 °C, forged below. Cast alloys use to contain such a high percentage of
('-precipitation phase (> 6 weight % AI+Ti) thas crack free welding is only successful
in very few special cases. The solutioning of r -phases occurs at very high tempera-
tures, depending on the alloy, sometimes close at the melting range. Other strengthening
mechanisms are carbide precipitation and solid solution strengthening by means of large
atoms like Tungsten and Molybdenum. The high level of creep strength up to very high
temperatures reduces the possibility for plastic deformation during fusion welding and
makes the cast alloys prone to cracking. Only a few percent plastic elongation to
fracture characterizes the material under static loads.

Forged superalloys have lower r'-contents which dissolve between 900 * and 1100 *C
completely. In the high temperature range exists no more precipitation hardening, only
solid solution strengthening and some carbide precipitation. Fusion welding of these
alloys is usually successful due to sufficient plasticity. The plastic elongation under
static loads is an order of magnitude above cast alloys (10-20 %).

Adapted heat treatments serve to regenerate the precipitation distribution and reaso-
nable strength after welding although the grain structure in the fused zone is basically
different to the environment as a as-cast structure.

Fusion and friction welding of standard alloys are described extensively in /1/ /2/ /3/
/4/ /5/ /6/ /7/.
Some new aspects have to be considered with respect to PM-alloys which represent the
floating transition between the forged and cast alloys. Their weldability is described
in /8/ /9/.

3 DIFFUSION BONDING AND WELDING

Diffusion welding is defined as a process of bonding without any liquid phase. Diffusion
bonding is understood to be the transitive process between braing and diffusion wel-
ding. The essential feature of diffusion bonding is the use of an interlayer with lower
melting point than the matrix but with a distinct reduction of gap width compared with
brazing. Both processes are controlled mainly by diffusion.

Diffusion welding of superalloy parts suffers from the extrem small plasticity and tem-
perature range for plactic flow, especially with cast alloys. But the supply of missing
material in the weld gap can be achieved only by plastic flow. An additional difficulty
is the passive surface due to the Chromium - and Aluminiumoxides.
Furthermore with respect to engine parts, the reliable evacuation of the gap must be
accomplished by partial separation of the parts before applying the weld pressure, which
is a costly requirement.
In order to compensate the misfit between the parts in an easier way for manufacturing
the diffusion bonding offers two ways: Thin layers of braze applied by evaporation or
sputtering or thin foils between the parts.
The strength of the joint increases with the decrease of gap width. Isothermal solidi-
fication after melting the interlayer is aspired to achieve. The principle of iso-
thermal solidification is described in /10/, fig. 1.
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3.1 DIFFUSION BONDING OF BLADES WITH ONE BONDING PLANE

Two types of blades had been selected for bonding of two halves. Fig. 2 shows a shrou-
ded version, fig. 3 shows an unshrouded very stiff version with different designs of
the cooling passages. The material was IN 100 (C 0.17, Cr 9,5. Mo 3,0, Co 15,0, Ti 5,0,
Al 5,0, V 1,0). The purpose of manufacturing these blades was the evaluation of
quantitative experience with this technique. Each part was machined from a complete full
size blade by grinding and spark erosion of internal cooling passages.
After machining the blade halves were selected pairwise by tolerance of the gap contour
which had to be within + 0,02 mm.
After cleaning the paires were either coated with the braze alloy or assembled with a
brazing foil between the halves. After assemblance the blades had been diffusion bonded
in a high vacuum furnace (/11 /12/) with advanced properties (operation pressure below
103- Pa,ultimate pressure 10 

- 
Pa, pumping speed of cryogenic pumps, integrated press).

The blades were inspected by fluorescent penetrant inspection, x-rayed and partially
checked by metallography.

The blades were tested afterwords tentatively by ultrasonic inspection.
Unbonded areas can be detected as long as the geometrical condition of the test volume
is favorable. If the outer and inner surface of the blade penetrated by the sound ray
are defocussing, the flaw detection becomes a basic problem. Internal material bridges
of less than 2 mm width are not testable with commercial equipment. Progress can only
be achieved by high specific power, small and focussing transducers which are integrated
in automatic scanning equipment with computerized signal analysis.

After NDT of the bonded blades they were tested for component strength twofold: Vibration
test (axf) was made (RT) and cyclic hot bending tests (950 °C).
The axf-test was started with 0,6 mHz and with 0,1 mHz increments until fracture with
5 • 106 cycles per level.
The hot bending test was made with hot gas flow around the airfoil (Tmax = 990 'C
leading edge), while the root was fixed. The load was alternated between maximum and
minimum for 10 s each.
The overall result can be summarized as follows: The RT-axf-test yielded only crack
initiation and -growth in the matrix. The bonding plane is not weak enough. The hot
bending test, accompanied by partial severe corrosion, produced cracking in the bonding
plane at the leading edges but dependant on the corrosion attack. Since the corrosion
attack was quite different between bonds with foils and with 8 bm-coating in favor of
the foil bonds, is it recommended to replace the hot bending test by cyclic thermal load
tests with internal cooling of the blades. It seems to be the most realistic testing
mode with significant bonding behaviour. As an average, the bonded blades performed
almost as well as the solid blades. Restrictions must be made with respect to corrosion
at the bonding line.

An additional version was used in order to vary the internal shape of radial cooling
holes, fig. 4. This version required flat grinding only withou.t a profiled grinding
wheel as in the other two cases before. The diffusion bonded blades where used for rig
tests for maximum leading edge cooling.

3.2 DIFFUSION BONDING OF BLADES WITH SEVERAL BONDING PLANES

With respect to difficult casting problems it is attractive to use diffusion bonding or
diffusion welding of several machined rectangular pieces in one run. The different
preforms can be cast without casting cores as solid blocks. Machining of cooling pas-
sages is made after casting. The final external shape is made after bonding by grinding,
ECM and EDM. Fig. 5, 6, 7 and 8 show different stages of a multiple bonded small blade
out of the material IN 100. The bonding material was NiCrB-foil of 50 um thickness.
The bonding was accomplished by vacuum < 10

- 3 
Pa and a pressure of 20 MPa. The

reference plane for all machining operations and bonding was kept the same after grin-
ding and stacking of the rectangular pieces.

The two most interesting aspects of this exercise were the cost effectiveness and fast
dimensional changes without casting tool changes. The cost analysis yielded an ap-
proximately two machining hours increase over a standard cast blade version of the
same geometry. This result is important with respect to single crystal blades with
increased cast scrap rates due to complex cooling systems.
The mechanical and thermal testing of the blades before engine tests is started
now.

3.3 DIFFUSION BONDING OF VANES

The fig. 9, 10 show the replacement of leading and trailing edges in cooled vanes.
Vane repair is one of the reasons for this kind of development. Additionally repair may
be performed with material of better properties than the matrix. The vanes suffer
severely from thermal cyclic loads with cracking in the high temperature regions of the
leading edge. The spare edges were made from the ODS-alloy YDNiCrAl in order to achieve
better LCF-properties at high temperatures than the matrix material PD 16 as cast.

The manufacturing feasability was proved and the dimensional results excellent. The
LCF-testing of these repaired vanes showed cracking in those parts of the bonding with
axial direction. Obviously the thermally induced stress at these positions was still
too large and must be reduced by shifting the bonding position to lower thermal
stresses.
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3.4 DIFFUSION WELDING AND BONDING OF BLISCS (INTEGRAL TURBINE ROTORS)

Since EB- and angular friction welding fail to produce safely crack free welds between
cast blades or cast rims respectively and the forged or PM disc, the diffusion welding
or bonding is one of the most promising solution. The fig. 11 and 12 show two modifi-
cations of a hybrid material integral turbine rotor. The blades and the rim are cast
IN 100, the disc is PM-Astroloy LC (AP 1). A version made of IN 792 (rim) and PM-
Astroloy is currently under investigation.
Before bonding the disc and the rim were ground with very small angular tolerance of
the cone surfaces and fitted together. After electrochemical cleaning the bonding and
welding was carried out under axial pressure with diameter-enlargement of the rim bet-
ween 0,1 and 0,4 mm. The diffusion bonding interlayer was 8 um thick on each side,
disc and rim.

The essential property of these bonded integral rotors must be reliability in terms of
a given number of LCF-cycles.
Cyclic testing is carried out at room and elevated temperature. The results are
correlated with dimensional and process parameters, with penetrant and visual in-
spection results. Computer x-ray tomography was applied but yielded not yet sufficient
resolution for typical defects.

The average of achieved strength is excellent, allowing more than 103 s
-
1 operation

speed. But still the possibility of undetected lower strength of single bliscs
according to poor bonding must be reduced by improved NDT and sophisticated process
control. The largest potential is considered to be high resolution ultrasonic testing.
Computer tomography will give problems with bonding areas of lower bond strength since
they will not have sufficient differences in x-ray absorption.

3.5 DIFFUSION BONDED TEST PIECES FOR NONDESTRUCTIVE TESTING

Since NDT, especially ultrasonic testing, requires always calibration of signals
against defined defects, the diffusion welding and bonding with very small amounts of
bonding material offers a unique way of defect incorporation in defined depth, material
and size. The fig. 13, 14, 15 show examples of bonded test pieces, used for calibration
and NDT-development. The test pieces were made from several different superalloys
including PM-material. The bonding parameters were the same as for the bonding and
welding of parts.

3.6 MECHANICAL TESTING OF MATERIAL SAMPLES

Fig. 16 shows a compilation of materials and testing modes which had been investigated
so far with samples. The mechanical strength was investigated mainly in order to
improve the bonding process and to gain insight into the strength potential in relation
to individual materials. The quantitative results can not be reported here with respect
to their large amount. The overall conclusions are:
Process control and NDT, especially US, can be improved as far as necessary to assure
a sound bond without unacceptable bonding areas of decreased mechanical strength. The
limit of not acceptable is therein defined as above the size of flaws within the base

material, for instance casting pores. This statement holds for easily accessable
bonding planes, for instance cylindrical samples. Turbine parts may have though
geometrical shapes which complicate the NDT-task significantly and require shape related
NDT-development.
A sound bond, either diffusion welded or diffusion bonded with liquid interlayers, has
base material properties in the ma3ority of material combinations.
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APPLICATION DU SOUDAGE PAR DIFFUSION ASSOCIE AU PORMAGE SUPERPLASTIQUE (SPFIDB)
A LA REALISATION DE STRUCTURES EN TOLES MINCES DE TA6V

M. BOIRE et P. JOLYS
Direction Centrale Indostrielle

Dipartement Production - Recherches
AEROSPATIALE
12, rue Pasteur

92150 - SURESNES - France

Resumei

Apris un bref rappel de lint~rk de lalliage de titane TA6V pour la realisation de structures et des
probl~mes relatifs sa misc en oeuvre, on presente r'apport potentiel de la technologie SPF/DB.

Les conditions de misc en oeuvre de cette technologie sont pricis~es ainsi que leor impact Sur certaines
propriktis du materiau.

Des exemples de r~alisation de structures sont presentes et on se propose, travers ceos-ci, de d~gager on
bilan technique et economique.

Enfin, les principaun problimes ii risoudre Dour aboutir ii la maltrise industrielle du processus, sont explicit~s
et les developpements correspondants propos~s.

1. INTRODUCTION

Certains alliages de titane et notamnment le TA6V, possident des propritts int~ressantes pour la realisation
de certaines structures aeronautiques.

En effet, cet alliage est:

*r~sistant, R >900 MPa (6tat recuit)

1 lger (densi ti 4,5)
*stable vis- -vis de Ia corrosion

*compatible avec les materiaox composites ai base de fibres de carbone

Par contre, it pr~sente -

*un coOt matiire eleve

*une misc en oeuvre difficile et onereuse (osinage, formage chaud, etc ...

Les technologies de misc en oeuvre, qui permettent de diminuer lenlevement mati~re et all~gent les conditions
actuelfes de fabrication, m6ritent donc d'etre developpees.

Celle, relative au SPF/DB qui associe assemblage et formage dans un meme cycle de chauffe. et donc r~duit
certains usinages (pieces 616mentaires, trous pour assemblage, etc ... ) offre a cet egard des avantages potentiels
importants.

Apris avoir rappele len conditions op~ratoires attachees a Ia rialisation du soudage par diffusion et do formage
superplastique, on presente des exemples d'application et les moyens otilisis.

A partir de ces applications, on tente de degager on bilan technico-economique ainsi que les developpements
ii entreprendre, soit pour resoudre les problemes rencontres, soit pour elargir Ie champ d'emploi de cette technologie.

2. SOUDAGE PAR DIFFUSION

2.1 - Difinition

Le soudage par diffusion est difini comme "on soudage en phase solide, dans lequel les pieces maintenoes
en contact soos one pression donnee sont porties i one temperature definie pendant on temps contr8lel.

Ces conditions opiratoires condoisent, par des diformations plastiqoes locales de Ia surface, ii on contact

intime et ii one migration des atomes permettant d'obtenir Ia continoite de la mattec. (Voir Fig. 1).
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CONTACT INITIAL :limite aux asprit~s de surface

live ETAPE :Deiformation plastique puis fluage des asperites ;etape qui
correspond un rapprochement physique des surfaces et durant
laquelle interviennent les phiinom~nes tels que rupture des
films d'oxydes..

2iemre ETAPE Croissance des grains travers Vinterface, les nouveaux joints
K ~ tendant vers une configuration d'iquilibre ;les pores subsistants

ift commencent s'6liminer par diffusion aux joints die grain.

V 3irne ETAPE Elimination des derniers pores par diffusion en volume

Figuie I -Sch~matisation des trois etapes de soudage par diffusion

2.2 - Parameitres, de soudage par diffusion

Le soudage par diffusion est essentiellement r~gi par les parametres

i emperature

*dure

*pression

Temperature:

Le domaine de tempkrature priioruii se situe dans l'intervalle 900 950'C. La temp~rature retenue est
de 925*C.

Duree - Pression:

A temperature de 925'C, let param~tres pression die soudage et dur~e de maintien atemperature sont prec is
figure 2.

6. ~ e =925*C

ZONE

DE

SOUtIABIL.ITE

Ply62 40 5b
Pression (bar)

Figtre 2



Par ailleurs, a cette rerriperature. le TA6V est relatisement sensible loxydation. L'utilasation du vide
etant delicate ci conduisant a des invesrissements importants. on a opt6 pour 'Ltilisation de gaz neutre (Argon)
atin de reduire ]a pollution du materiau.

2.3 - Condhiion operatoires retenues

Mat&iau :TA6V recuit

Prdpaation de suiriace:

fl~graissage alcalin

D6capage Iluonitrique

Paran,&itres de soudage :

o 925*C

P 8 bars

t 5 heures

3. PORMAGE SUPERPLASTIQUE

3.1 - Difinition

Un sotide a un comportement superplastique lorsque dans certaines conditions de microstructure, de
temperature et de vitesse de dliformation, it est capable d'atteindre en traction des allongements ii Ia
rupture nettement superieurs a ceux qu'il axteint dans les conditions habituelles.

(Le TA6V peut atteindre jusqu' 800% d'allongement).

Lc comportement superplastique est caract
6

ris6 par deux crit~res essentiels

-it a lieu haute temp6raiurc 0>0,5 Of (Of temperature de fusion du mat~riau)

- iicoulemcnt peut Otre d6crit par une 6quation de Ia forine

a K Z m

avec a contrainte de d6formation

E vitesse de deformation

in coefficient de sensibilit6 a ]a vitesse de deformation. Ce coefficient m d6termine 'aptitude du
mat6riau a Ia superplasticit6. (m doit Ctre sup6ricur 0,3 pour observer le ph6nom~nc).

De plus, Ie grain du mat6riau doit Otre 6quiaxe, de taille faible (quclques microns) et stable temperature
6Ieviie.

3.2 - Paramntres de formage superplastique

Temnp~ature

Le choix de Ia temp6rature est conditionn6 par plusieurs facteurs

- 6 0,5 Of pour se situer clans le domaine obi le mat6riau a uin comportement superplastique
(pour le TA6VO > 850'C).

- < 009 (e 8 : tempkrature du changement de phase cz- 9.;!) pour 6viter uin grossissement
important du grain et conserver Lin mat6riau biphas6 (pour Ie TA6V 0 <950C).

-6 compatible avec le soudage par diffusion du mat6riaui. En effet. on associe lr6quemncent
les deux ph~nom~nes lormage superplastique et soudage par diffusion en un seul et mcme prociidi
dii SPFIDB.

Pour respecter ces dill6rentes consid6rations. Ia tempirature de formage superplastique retenue est :6- 9250C.
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Vitesse de d4tormtation - Cantrainte de diformain (c et 0)

Ces parametres sont choisis dans le but de favoriser le comporternent superplastique du materiau represente
par le param~tre "rn' (Coefficient d'aptitude au formage superplastique).

in j (Ipa)

0.8
15

0 0.6

10

0.4 8 :8Ma

0,2

3.0

0. 
.00

Figure 3 - Ditermination des paramitres 9 et a

3.3 - Conditions operatoires retenues

Materiau:

TA6V recuit (Tai lie de grain de I'ordre de 10 ii 15 li m).

Parameitres :

Temperature : 925*C

Vitesse de d~formation 3 310- s-'

Contrainte de d~formation a :8 MPa

Compte tenu de ]a temp,6rature de r~alisation et des contraintes taibles appliquer, le moyen retenu pour
realiser le formage superpiastique est un goal lage par gaz neutre (Argon).

Le respect des parametres vitesse et contrainte de deformation, a ]a temperature difinie, ne peut se faire que
par ('application d'une loi de variation de pression pilotant ce gonf lage en fonction du temps.

(Ditermination de la loi de pression voir annexe I1).



4 -ASSOCIATION SOUDAGE PAR DIFFUSION ET FORMAGE SUPERPLASTIQUE

Les schemas o-dessous ilustrent les principales phases qul permettent d'associer les deux ph~nomines pour
aboutir a la rialisation, d'une structure a partir de deux t6ies.

MSENPLACE DES ELEMENTSI

out illage

Barriere de diffusion

PHASE I

TOles (TA6V)

Outillage

SUAEDES BORDURES
PHASE 11 f ~ 7~

ftanchtit entre les W~es par

pression m~canique

_SUDG PAR DIFFUSION

PHASE MI hors barri~lres de diffusion

~ 1 (pression pneumatique)

C- arrivOC de gaz pour soudage

-OMG SSUPERPL 77QUE
PHASE IV (presslon pneumatique)

.. arriv~e de gaz pour fortage
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5. EXEMPLES DE REALISATION

5.1 -Difinition des structures

GOU VERNE WIENGIN

205

Filgure 5

Cette ptice se compose d'un caisson et d'une ferrure d'attache. Le caisson de profil aerodynamique est
r~alisii par SPF/DB, il est constitu6 de trois t6les. laune dentre elles assurant le raidissage interne. Le m~t est
rapport6 ult~rieurement par soudage.

PORTE DIE MAT REACTEUR

190

Cette porte est reaiee par SPF/DB. Elie est constituee de deux peaux dont l'une est formee au profil
aerodynamique. Les renforts locaux, permettant sa fixation au reste de la structure, sent integres dans Pop~ration
SPF/DB ce qui permet d'obtenir cette pi~ce en une seule phase.
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5.2 -Ganime op&atoire

La gamme de r~alisation d'une pike par SPF/DB comporte les principales phases suivantes

Preparation des 11amv

- d~tourage plat

- preparation de surface

*d~graissage alcalin

*d6capage fluonitrique

- application des barri~res de diffusion

Cycle SPE/OB

Nettoyage pikie

Contr~le

Doitourage - firwtion

5.3 - Moyeras

Lensensble des rnoyens n6cessaires il Ia r6alisation des structures par SPF/DB est sch6matisi ci-apris

TOLES Dki-urgt deS flans . Preperatiun de surface

CONTROLES :tcaniqu (fralsag.) - dlialg fluonifriqu

temp~aure, appliationdes efortsm~canques.lintrductin do cateionflg e Iarirepise d s efrtouie

* ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ e comptibl ave letiae url pandlaato

Par aillers on dot galemet tenir opt d donniies cnmqustllsqe cc/tdproiinnmn

et~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Ia ai~t dotnto de fome copee Suiabt moPbiie .F. dan IBco dmti
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Apris une etude compdrative des differents moyens industriels existants (fours, presses chauffantes) et,
compte tenu des cycles de realisation, nous avons opti pour leitude et la realisation d'un mayen autonome specifique au
procede SPFIDB constitu6 d'une piesse a plateaux chauffants dont les caractiristiques sont les suivantes

-Temperature de fonctionnement en continu :950*C

-Puissance 6lectrique 50 KW

-Dimensions des plateaux chauffants 640 x I1100 mmn

-3 zones de r~gulation de temp~rature par piateau
-Reprise d'effort 40 Tonnes

Cette presse est compos~e d'un b~ti sup~rieur, reposant sur quatre v~rins, lanimant d'un muuvement de
translation vertical et d'un b~ti inf~rieur anim6 d'un mouvement de translation horizontal (voir Fig. 8). Chaque
b~ti comporte une matrice et un plateau chauffant reposant sur un bloc dlisolant.

En position "ouverte", le d4gagement du b~ti inf~rieur permet une bonne accessibilit6 aux matrices, pour
lent ournement et Ie d~fournement des pikces.

En position "fermee, les efforts sont verrouill~s entre les deux b~tis par I'interm~diaire de broches situ~es
en zone froide (voir Fig. 9). Les matrices sont alors centr6es lute par rapport a lautre.

Let tort n~cessaire au soudage par diftusion, ainsi qu'a Ia reprise des efforts de gonf (age, est applique par
Pinterm~diaire d'une vessie gonflable situ~e sous ie b~ti inf~rieur (voir Fig. 10).

Par ailleurs, on sait que le proc~di n~cessite une atmosph~re neutre. On rt~alise donc une 6tanch~it partielie,
a ('aide d'une paroi solidaire du b~ti superieur, dont le bord plonge dans une rainure emplie de sable situec sur
Ie b~ti inf~rieur. Get ensemble torme une chambre de travail dans Iaquelle on peut introduire un gaz neutre.

Isot ant

Plateau clauffant

Joint Matrices

Figure 9 i ]. 9  {

Vessie plate CHARGEMENT

Figuire9 . ~ Fiyture 10

VERROUILLAGE MISE EN PRESSION

L'ensemble de ce tonctionnement ainsi que Ia rialisation des cycles thermique et de pression sont entierement
automatisis (pilotage par microprocesseur - voir Fig. 11). La seute operation manuelle reste le chargement et
le dechargement des pieces correspondant ii quelques minutes sur un cycle SPF/DB d'une douzaine d'heures.
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6. RESULTATS

La rialisation des structures d~finies pr~c~demment permet de dresser un premier bilan de l'emploi de
[a technologie SPF/DIB.

Sw, le plan tedmiuque:

-les conditions operatoires ont etc valid~es

e6 925*C

Soudage par diffusion Formage superplastique

p 8 bars i=3.10s'

t~ 5lseures a~ =8MPa

et le respect de ces conditions a conduit a lobtention de resultats reproductibles.

-on a Pu mettre en evidence, linfluence importante de la loi de pression associce au formage, superplastique

sur la qualiti giom~trique de lele6ment ii r~aliser (forme, distribution des epaisseurs, etc ... ).

l a faisabilit6 du contr8le par ultra-sons du soudage par diffusion a etc ivalueie, et Ion dispose ainsi
d'une methode fine d'appr~ciation des r~sultats qui contribue largement ii Ia misc au point du procede.

- influence du cycle thermique sur les caract~ristiques mecaniques du materiau TA6V a ettc etudiee. St son
effet sur les propri~t~s statiques est faible, on observe des constiquences importantes sur les caract~ristiques
de fatigue (voir figure 12).

(\I pa)

0 41 _ 0Riifirence

700 ___ -0- Reprise m~canique

tifl uence microstructure

50 0 I n f l u e n c e (des contraintes r~siduelles

400

-x Argon

300 Influence atmo ph~re de travail

200 TENIJE EN FATIGUE TA6V (TRACTION ONDUILEE. EPROUVETTE LISSE.)

00 -Influence relative des diffoients parametkres lies au cycle thermique SPF/DB =925*C - 6 H.

Nombre de cycles rupture

Figure 12

Cette chute de caracteristiques est attribuee essentiellement ai trois causes

*diminution des contraintes superficielles de compression indi'ites par le laminage
et/ou lusinage

*pollution superficielle du matiriau

*modification de la microstructure

le premier de ces facteurs semblant pripond~rant.
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Sur le plan economique

Pour les deux exemples de structures r~alis~s, le bilan ieconomlique ext re~surni dans les tableaux ci-deSSOuS

(Figures 13 et 14)

GOU VERNE DIENGIN

Conception classique Conception SPF/t5B

Lfgure 13

Caisson uISfIn danS Une plaque epaisse Cuisson realise par sPF/DBl

l'eJUs rapportees par soudage Mlat rapporte par soudage

Mat~riaux Acier inox TA6V TANEV (teiles, unncesS

Masse 1058 50

Coat 100 300 7

PORTE DE MAT REACTEUR

Conception classique Conception SPF/DB

-Formage des peaux

lisinage des renforts

- sinage des rentorts

Cyclee SP4D
-Assemblage CceSFD

Mat~riaux Acier inox TA6V

Masse 100 70

Mati~re :4 Matiire :28

Main d'oeuvre 93 Main d'oeuvre :44
cot

Investissernent 3 Investissnement :

Total 100 Total 77

On notera egalement, que Ia technologie SPIF/DB permet une riduction sensible des en cours.
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7. DEVELOPPEMENTS

Si futilisation du proc6d6 SPF/DB pour la realisation de structures aeronautiques en TA6V constitue une
solution attrayante, de nombreux dveloppements sont encore a conduire pour en determiner precisement les possibilites
et les interts.

A notre sens, ces d6veloppements concernent les principaux domaines suivants

la conception

* ddveloppements de concepts plus performants (types de raidissages, int6gration des reprises
d'effort, etc ... voir figure 15),

* mise au point de mod&les mathdmatiques schdmatisant les grandes d6formotions et permettant
d'optimiser les lois de mise en pression.

[a cnnaissance des profprits mRcaniques des structures

* influence des conditions op
6
ratoires sur les propridtrs de base du mat6riau.

* caracteristiques des joints soud6s par diffusion,

* comportement de structures relles dans leur environnement de service (fatigue,
vibratIons, etc .. ).

-Pindustrialisation

Dans ce domaine. les efforts doivent essentielle,.ert oytter sur les points sulsants

* co~t mati&re (reduction des chutes),

* coOt outillage (nature des mat
6

riaux et m6thodes d'obtention des formes).

* philosophie et methodes de contr6le car la methode par ultra-sons ne peut pas 6tre titilis6e
dans toutes les zones et son coot est 61ee6.

Figure 1)

g. CONCLUSIONS

Les premieres applications de la SPF/DB i ]a r6alisation de structures en TA6V ont permis l'obtention de
r6sultats positifs sur les plans faisabilit6, qualit6 et coOt. Elles ont 6alement permis de mettre de evidence un
certain nombre de probl mes : propridt6s mdcaniques du mat6riau. determination des lois de pression, mdthodes de
contr8le, etc... qui d6finissent les principaux ddveloppements £ entreprendre.

Cependant, un certain nombre de ddveloppements, de caract~re plus gdn6ral doivent 6tre 
6
galement entrepris

pour mieux cerner les pcsibilit6s de cette technologie et pour en d6terminer lint6rt global (ionception. co6t).
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Ajunexe

FORMAGE SUPERPLASTIQUE

1. DETERMINATION DE LA 101 DE VARIATION DE PRESSION

1.1 - Hypothises

Sur le materiau le matiriau est isotrope

1'6paisseur est faible

Sur (vs deformations:

Hypothise fl
0 

I (H ) le volume de nitiere reste constant

Hypothise n* 2 (H2) la contrainte de deformation o est constante durant le formage

Hypoth~se n* 3 (H3) la vitesse de d~formation i est constante durant le formage

Hypothise n' 4 (H4) l'6paisseur laible des t8les permet 'application de la th~orje sur la

diiformation des coques minces

1.2 - Remarques

La d~terminatjon des lois de pression ne s'applique que pour une deformation 'style coque mince"

Sforme finale

Sforine interm~diaire

R(,

1.3 -Ditermination de la loi de variation de pression

H4  --@ P f (n, Rt, e)

H 2 4-0 cte d'o P -g(R,e)

H 1  -40 K dl( loge)

dt

H 3  -41 cte d'o P h(Rt t) d'o6 P k t)

1.4- Exemple type de cycle de (ormage

Loi de oression calculee Calbra e-

Loi appr xiie en marches t'escalier



(Suite)

2. PREDETERMINATION OSE LTIPAIISSEIJR DSE TOLE FORMEE

2.1 - Hypodiises

Hypothise n* 5 (H) 5 11paisseur de t~ie est constante sur une meme diform~e
Hypothese n* 6 (H16) au contact avec le moule he frottement devient important il n'y a plus

de variation d'ipaisseur de t~le

2.2 - P~ternation

I - ew e dS =eodSo
H~ 5 " e au contact avec le moule, en fonction de Rt et dSo

H -. e finale

avec eo ipaisseur initiale de la, t8le

e 6paisseur au temps t

dSo iliment de surface initial

dS 6lement de surface au tempst
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RECORDER'S REPORT
SESSION III - INSPECTION METHODS, FLAWS AND NEW PROCESSES

by
P.R.Wedden
Westland plc

Helicopter Division
Yeovil. Somerset, BA20 2YB

England

In the absence of Dr P.Partridge, the recorder for Session Ill - "Inspection Methods. Flaws and New Processes", a brief
statement was given by Mr P.R.Wedden. Chairman of Session Ill. which was directed toward the industry user viewpoint.

The first Session III paper - "Ultrasonic Testing Techniques for Diffusion Bonded Joints" evaluated the spectrum of
parameters involved in ultrasonic testing and related these to the range of defects that arise in practice. There was concern
for the inability to detect the smallest flaws that can occur in such joints and future research would need to be directed to this
area.

The second paper, presented by Mr H.Craig, was -NDT of Electron Beam Welded Joints" with emphasis on micro-
focus and real time x-ray. The advantages of micro-focus radiography were presented and demonstrated the ability to detect
those defects that are of great concern to the user. The advantage of real time ability and the ultimate prospect of removing
the subjective, human aspects of defect assessment was discussed, although no timescale could be given for the availability of
this methodology to the aerospace industry.

The third paper - "Thermoelastic Testing of Stratified Materials" was extremely interesting and provided a new NDT
technique to the problems of detecting flaws in laminated structures. It is hoped that dhe technique, which has flexibilityand
wide ranging applicability, can be developed further and it was seen as an area to be pursued.

Paper 15 - "The Influence of Welding Flaws on the Fatigue Strength of Electron Beam Welds in Ti 6-4" provided
quantification of the effect on S-N performance. without apparent need for knowledge of crack growth rate. fracture
toughness etc. Provided design fatigue allowables permitted the catastrophic effect of flaws on S-N fatigue resistance could
be dealt with in a direct manner.

The fifth paper in this session was concerned with "A Real Time Vision System for Robotic Arc Welding". Thts showed
the means of obtaining ultimate control by removing the human element and optimising the use of robots through feed back
from process modelling of the weld parameters. It was considered that this approach would advance welding technology
control.

The last paper in this session gave an account of the development and test background to the application of inertia
welding for a critical helicopter component. The main points arising for this contribution - 'inertia Welding of Nitralloy "N"
and 18% Nickel Marageing 250 Grade Steels for Utilization in the Main Rotor Drive Shaft for the AH-64 (Apache) Military
Helicopter Program" was the freedom from weld defects and the overall weight saving achievable by a not particularly

advanced technique when applied to dual materials.
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ULTRASONIC TESTING TECHNIQUES
FOR DIFFUSION-BONDED TITANIUM COMPONENTS

by
Gustav Tober and Stefan Elze

MOB GmbH, Lemwerder, Dept. TE 347
D-2874 Lemwerder, Germany

SUMMARY

In the present ultrasonic investigations, diffusion-bonded titanium specimens with
bonding defects were tested. In order to improve the defect detectability, high-
frequency ultra sound was applied; the echo signals were analyzed in both the time and
frequency domains.

1. INTRODUCTION

This paper describes ultrasonic (US) testing techniques for aerospace components
manufactured by diffusion bonding (DB) in connection with superplastic forming (SPF).
These techniques are very important for economic production of light structures made of
expensive materials such as titanium alloy Ti6Al4V.

Owing to possible defects in the narrow DB zone, high demands are made on non-
destructive US testing.

The limits of conventional US testing are shown and possible improvements by ade-
quate signal evaluation mentioned.

2. DIFFUSION BONDING (DB) AND SUPERPLASTIC FORMING (SPF)

In the following, the DB and SPF techniques as well as combinations thereof are
explained on the basis of examples. Depending on the design and manufacturing means,
different types of DB/SPF components are produced:
- DB: The surfaces of two separate sheets are joined to one sheet by welding and by

applying pressure and temperature (Fig. la top); it is also possible to butt-join two
sections (Fig. la bottom).

- SPF: A sheet is formed to a special shape by applying pressure and temperature
(Fig. ib).

- DB/SPF: For a sandwich structure produced by this combined technique, for example,
three sheets are first joined by diffusion bonding except in the areas provided with
release agent. The component is then formed by introducing pressurized gas into the
non-bonded areas (Fig. 1c).

- DB/SPF/DB: An example of this is the manufacture of a cooling outlet duct. First,
two sheets are bonded at the edges and at a central strip and are then formed into a
twin-duct. Finally, the two central walls are completely bonded together (Fig. ld).

Fig. 2 shows two components manufactured according to the production processes
illustrated in Figs. lc and ld. Other examples are engine bulkheads, fuselage frames,
flap tracks, nacelle pylons.

3. DESCRIPTION OF DO DEFECTS

If the production parameters are not accurately observed, DB and SPF defects can
occur.

The latter can appear as small surface cracks in heavily formed areas. They can be
detected by means of dye penetrant or high-frequency eddy current tests.

Typical DB defects are bonding defects in the DB zone; their geometric properties
are identified as follows (Fig. 3):
- gap with width W 0.5 to 10 am
- known constant depth of defect
- size of single area about 15 am or larger

These DB defects can involve different fillers:
- vacuum or voids (in the case of surface roughness or inadequate welding parameters
pressure, temperature or time)

- thin oxide skin
- release agent used for DB/SPF (graphite, bornitride etc.)
- voids in combination with release agent or oxide skins.

Another feature of D8 defects is th'e fact that the bond appears to be perfect
although the bonding strength is very low. The static and dynamic strength values are
then low, but not zero.

i-
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4. TEST SPECIMENS WITH DB DEFECTS

Approx. 15 different test specimens (1.5 to 5.5 mm thick) with incorporated defects
were manufactured to examine US techniques with regard to their suitability for verifi-
cation of DO defects.
- A groove pattern was milled into one of the sheets to be welded and release agent

introduced into these grooves (Fig. 4b).
- Coarse- or fine-dispersive release agent was applied to the smooth surface of one of

the sheets to be welded (Figs. 4a, b, c).
- No release agent was applied, but the welding parameter time was reduced to produce
micro-defects (Fig. 4d).

In each case, a graphite solution was used as release agent. Fig. 4 shows examples
of some specimens with artificially introduced defects and Fig. 5 shows metallographic
microsections of selected areas.

5. US TESTING

5.1 PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS ON US TESTING

Verification of defects by means of US waves is based on the following considera-
tion:

If an otherwise homogeneous piece of material includes an area in which the sound
velocity and/or density, i.e. the acoustic impedance, differ as compared to its environ-
ment, a US pulse is partly reflected at this spot.

The reflection behavior of such a defect depends on the acoustic impedance, the
wavelength (or frequency) and the geometry of the defect. The ratio of defect to wave-
length results in regular reflection or scatter.

The following should be noted in particular:
Only probe/equipment combinations with US pulses shorter than the signal flying time
in the material are suitable for testing of DB weldings (e.g. 1 mm + I mm). As the
bonding defects are parallel to the surface, standard probes (perpendicular inci-
dence, i.e. longitudinal waves) will be used. (In a I mm thick titanium sheet, the
signal flying time from the surface to the backwall and back will be

At = 2 mm/6.24 kms
- I 

. 0.32 as

so that a test frequency of at least 10 MHz has to be selected).
The reflectance, in particular of coarse-dispersive DB macro-defects, theoretically
depends on their thickness and test frequency (e.g. an extensive, 1 am thick graphite
layer in titanium will reflect only approx. 0.5 % of the sound pressure at a test
frequency of 1 MHz and approx. 5 % at 10 MHz) /1/2/3/.
For US verification of DB micro-defects with a diameter 0 smaller than the US wave-
length A , the back-scatter is measured which increases super-proportionally with the
ratio 0/A . For a defect with 0 50 am and a US wavelength A '%200 am
(30 MHZ), for example, the amplitude of back-scatter will only be a fraction of the
amplitude at regular reflection.

Thus, the use of high-frequency probe/equipment combinations should be preferred
unless the associated effects such as increased sound absorption, structural scatter
and surface scatter outweigh the advantages (4).

5.2 CONVENTIONAL AND HIGH-FREQUENCY US TECHNIQUES

Conventional US techniques, in this context, are techniques using probes of the
usual frequency (i MHz to 20 MHz) and involving echo height evaluation on the screen or
by means of records.

Only equipment and probes permitting a clear distinction, as to time, between
defect and backwall echoes were used. A 2 mm thick titanium sheet with a 0.3 x 0.3 mm
groove was used to test the equipment. Only probe/equipment 7ombinations permitting
perfect distinction between the echo of the groove and the backwall echo were used for
the investigations.

Based on the preliminary considerations, US test frequencies above 20 MHz were also
tested.

Various US probes and equipment were used to measure the reflection behavior of a
coarse-dispersive DO macro-defect in preliminary specimen 2 (Figs. 4a and 5a), as
explained in Fig. 6, LH. Fig. 6a shows that the defect signal-to-noise ratio S/N
(resulting from defect signal amplitude and noise amplitude) clearly increases with the
test frequency. The defect signal-to-backwall signal ratio also increases with the test
frequency as can be seen from the measuring points of Fig. 6b. Obviously, test frequen-
cies below 10 MHz are not very suitable for verification of such DO defects. (This also
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applied to measurements previously performed with the immersion through-transmission
technique where practically only the milled defects in specimen 5 of Fig. 4b were
resolved). The echo technique with frequencies higher than 30 MHz and using, in parti-
cular, shockwave probes V215BB (50 MHz) and V2049 (100 MHz) was the most suitable for
resolving typical dispersive DS macro-defects.

The reflection behavior of fine-dispersive micro-defects in specimen 2.2 was
examined in the same manner (refer to Fig. 7). Such defects could not be detected with
non-focussing, low-frequency probes. Weak indications of these defects could only be
achieved with non-focussing probes at frequencies higher than 30 MHz; a considerably
improved resolution was achieved with a point-focussing probe having a working fre-
quency of 40 MHz. One of the reasons is, no doubt, the reduced lateral volume from
which the structural noise or the comparative backwall signal originates.

5.3 US SPECTROSCOPY

In the investigations described below efforts were made to establish signal fea-
tures characteristic of DR defects. These signal features were to allow an evaluation
even if a defect was no longer clearly identifiable in the time display /4/5/. For the
investigations, certain parts of the HF time signal were gated and the frequency con-
tent determined by means of a spectrum analyzer (TR 4172).

Two different time domains (refer to Fig. 8) between surface and backwall echo
(expected defect range) and the backwall echo were examined by using a 50 MHz probe. A
faultless sheet shows the spectra illustrated in Figs. Ba and b . A dispersive
DB macro-defect in a DR welding, as shown in Fig. 5a, results in the spectra shown in
Figs. Sc or 8d. The frequency analysis of the expected defect range provides clearer
indications than the analysis of the backwall echo. When comparing spectra 8b and Sd,
it can be seen that the spectrum of the backwall echo lacks high frequency content if a
defect occurs since this frequency content is preferrably already reflected at the DB
defect.

Fig. 9 shows the echo pattern of a small defect that can no longer by evaluated in
the time range. However, the frequency spectrum of the expected defect range on
Fig. 9, RH, shows a difference compared with the faultless sheet (Fig. 8a).

Investigations with regard to US spectroscopy also showed that defects can still be
detected by means of frequency evaluation even when time evaluation can no longer be
carried out.

5.5 AUTOMATION OF TESTING

Various types of sound coupling were also checked with regard to automatic testing
of DB/SPF production parts:
- direct coupling with coupling paste
- immersion technique in water
- bubbler technique (using a local water delay path)

These types of coupling could also be used with high-frequency probes. Fig. 10
shows an example of a bubbler device that can also be controlled by a manipulator, with
the help of a gimbal.

Automatic testing has commenced. In this case, the probe is controlled by means of
a manipulator (X-Y shifting unit with stepping motor control) and DB defect signal
amplitudes are further processed to amplitude plots or 1color) C ,C-.s (refer to
Fig. 11).

6. CONCLUSION

Various types of DR defects representing possible production-related types of
defects for DB/SPF processes were introduced in numerous flat titanium specimens. These
specimens were used to test US techniques with regard to defect resolution. Fig. 12
summarizes the results in a schematic form; according to thes- results, higher-
frequency, focussing probes proved to be the most suitable probes. However, subsequent
to completion of the measurements, the correlation between US indication and the size
of the actual DS defect remains to be determined on the basis of a larger number of
microsections and tensile tests.
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Fig. 1: Schematic diagramm of the manufacturing technique diffusion welding (DB) and
auperplastic forming (SPF)

a) OS (areal and butt joints)
b ) SPF (corrugated sheet structure
c) DBISPF (sandwich structure)
d ) DB/SPF/DB (special structure of a cooling outlet duct)

Fig. 2: Examples for DB/SPF-Components

a) Sandwich structure
b) Cooling outlet duct
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c)

Fig. 3: Classification of DB-defects

a) Coarse-dispersive macro defect
b) Fine-dispersive macro defect
c) Micro defect configuration

a)

C))

c ) tt

Fig. 4: Test specimen with different DB-defects (photograph before welding)

a) Preliminary specimen 2 with dispersive defects
b) Specimen 5 with milled and dispersive defects
c) Speciment 4 with dispersive defects
d) Specimen 2.2 (N21) with micro defects
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Fig. 5: Microsections with dicferent DB-defects

a) Course-dispersive macro defect in preliminary specimen 2
b) Fine-dispersive macro defect in specimen 4 (right edge)
c) Micro defect in specimen 2.2 (N22) (right edge)
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Fig. 6." Reflection behavior of a DB-macro defect versus US-frequency f
a) Signal-to-noise ratio DEN

b) Defect signal-to-backwall sgal ratio DE/38
(. non-focussing probe, o point-focussing probe)
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Fia. 7: Reflection behavior of a DB-micro defect versus US-frequency f

a) Signal-to-noise ratio DE/N
b) Defect signal-to-backwall signal ratio DE/BE
(9 non-focussing probe , o point-focussing probe)

REF -60.0 dB. REF -50.0 dB

A a}
'  

b)

SE BE a) b)4

__0100)4OHz 0 t I 1 k~Hz

REF -50.0 dBg REF -50.0 d8.

A

SE BE C) d)

0, IOONHz 0011z

Fig. 8: Spectra of gated RF-signals (probe 50 MHz, non-focussing)

a), b) Faultless sheet
c), d) DB-specimen with macro defect (preliminary specimen 2)
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WUAL L qFig. 9:
Evaluation o f a small
DB macro defec t (50 M4Hz,EL non-focussing)

SE BE Spectrum of expected
Echo pattern ~ defect rangee

Fig. 10:
Probe V215
(50 MHz, non-focussing)
in bubbler technique

probe

bubbler.-

-- RF sgnal

Owlloecope
082300

In Immersion tank motor unit

Fig. 11: Teat equipment for pulse echo technique in bubbler or immreruion technique
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Course-dispersive
Macr defects D WD WVD WVD
(single defect size
w -200 prm; 4. - 3 mm)

Course-ispers"v
macro defects PD D WD WD
(single defect size
W -5 m; 0>5 mm)

Fine-dispersive
macro def ects PD PD WD WD
(single defect size
w 3umv:O.1 <4.<5mm)

Micro defect
configurations ND ND PD D
(single defect size

W f I urm;4 0 15 pm) _____ _____I____

NO not detected
PD partially detected

Fig. 12: Detectability of DB3-defects with different US-methods D deteced

WD well detected
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WELD QUALITY MONITOR AND CONTROL SYSTEM

P. earney and Dawn White
U.S. Army Construction Engineering Research Lab.
P.O. Box 4005, Champaign, IL 61820

William Ricci
Process Research Div., Army Materials 4 Mechanics
Research Center, Watertown, MA 02172

ABSTRACT

A non-contact Weld Quality Monitor (WV4) system is being developed to detect, identify, and correct
for deviation* from established welding procedures and conditions which lead to weld defects in real time.
The WQM continually manures with conventional transducers all primary process parameters such as current,
voltage, and travel speed, and computes weld quality parameters such as heat input and weld bead geometry.
In addition, the WQK monitors the spectral signature of the welding arc by mane of a high resolution
microprocessor controlled spectrograph. Wors, the presence of weld pool and arc atmosphere contaminants,
flux and shield gas effectiveness, arc energy input, and panetration/dilution into the bass material can
be determined. The apectral response from the welding arc and measurements of process parameters are then
normalized, compared to preset operating limits, and processed in real time. Necessary adjuatments to
primary process parameters will he made by automated compensation devices to eliminate weld defects in
real time. When necessary, the specific location of discontinuities will he provided to facilitate
further inspection.

INTRODUCTION

During the welding process, changes in parameters, consumables, and the weld arc atmosphere can occur
without the operator's knowledge. These changes way result in thermal damage to the baet materials and
defects (e.g., hydrogen induced cracking, porosity, embrittlement, lack of fusion and penetration) which
seriously reduce the strength and service life of the welded joint. The cost of locating and repairing
those defects constitutes a significant portion of the total weld fabrication cost. Prior attempts hove
ben made to develop techniques to quantitatively measure welding conditions. These methods, however,
often require direct saensor-to-workpiece contact and are not considered suitable for production environ-
most& because of sensor temperature limitations, joint geometry limitations, and time lags which reduce
the validity and reproducibility of the information obtained.

Process control techniques have advanced rapidly in the past decade, and as sensors, microprocessor
technotogy, and artificial intelligence methods advance also, it can only be assumed that the rate of
improvement in control technology vill accelerate. The welding process is capital intensive, prone to
quality control difficulties, and unpleasant for the human operator. Not surprisingly, a large effort is
undervay to automate welding and improve weld process control.

In a very simple welding controllers, an open loop exists, end the process is controlled, in essanse,
by turning a knob. This knob, which sets the "demand" signal, maintains the desired conditions (Figure
1). Most commerciul welding power supplies, while greatly improved in the past fey years, fall into this
category. In a closed loop system (Figure 2), however, the controller utilizes feedback from sensors that
measure the value of cerain quantities of interest to improve process control. In the case of welding,
it in the primary process parimeters, arc current, voltage, and travel speed which are typically
monitored. At CERL considerable attention has been given to developing sensors capable of measuring
various welding parameters and resultant weld characteristics in real time. This development has pro-
graaeed on two fronta.

First, a process data system (PDS) (Figure 3) 1J1 he ben developed to masure arc current, voltage
and travel speed. In the PDS, a Hell effect device is ued to obtain arc current values, voltage is
measured at the welding head, end one of a variety of methods (tachometer, shaft encoder, etc.) is used to
measure travel speed. The anslog output from these devices is digitised eod the data used by a micro-
processor to determine whether the process is being maintained within preset limits. Secondary informa-
tioe about the weld quality, such as heat input and nugget area may also be computed. The PH generates
this data in real tine and can be used to stop welding, or alert an operator when an out-of-limits event
occurs* it can also be used to drive a feedback control systm.

The second sensor system, which was developed in conjunction with the Radio Research Laboratory of
the University of Illinois, is an optical data system (ON) capable of detecting variations in weld arc
chemistry. During welding, loss of shielding gas, contminated electrodes, contaminated shielding gas, or
any of a number of other difficulties which may be associated with welding consumables can cause defects
in naldmente rasging from porosity to cracking 12,31. The detection of variations in weld are chemistry
which are the cause of such problems is not a simple matter. Because of the extremely high temperatures
near the welding arc, a remote sensing method is required.

Remote arc ensing has been accomplished by the development of an opto-electronic method for
obeerving the are and noting variations in its composition. The hilh excitation energies in the are
plasmn mke spectroscopic analysis an attractive method of obtaining quelitative and quantitative Lnforma-
tion about events during welding. To this end, equipment capable of real-tine evaluation of the spectral
features of the welding are was developed by the Conetruction Rolieering Research Laboratory and the
Uiversity of Illinie 14,61.
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EXPERIIENTAL TECHNIQUI8

The opto-electronic system consists of a high-resolution, microprocessor controlled spectrograph. A
block diagram of the system is illustrated in Figure 4. The optical radiation emitted by the welding arc
in the region from 300 to 1200 nonometers is collected by a fiber optic bundle. The bundle, which is
designed to withstand the higher temperatures surrounding the welding arc, is terminated at the entrance
slit of on Instruments SA HR-320 Spectrograph/Nonochromator. The MR-320, used as a spectrograph, images a
flat field spectrun onto a 1024 element linear diode array. The photodiode array can he moved through the
spectrum to obtain asmples with a band vidth of 60 no. The resultant resolution of this system is oan the
order of 0.6 no. The photodiode array is interfaced to a high-speed, analog-to-digital convertor and a
LSI 11/23 microprocessor. The spectral data, along with measurements of the voltage, current and travel
speed of the arc can be processed or stored on floppy disks for later analysis.

As seen in Figure S, the emission lines characteristic of the various elements present in welding
consumables (as well as contaminants) may he observed using the equipment just described. The intensity
of an elemental emission line provides semiquantitative information concerning the concentration of that
element in the welding arc. However, the welding arc is not a steady state system and emission line
intensities are not independent of instabilities in the arc. gut because so much iron and argon in the
case of argon shielded processes is present in the are relative iron and argon intensities and variations
in the concentration of elements of interest can be observed independent of changes in weld process
porameters. Accurate information about the concentration of these elements way he obtained i7.

To accomplish this, an emission line characteristic of the element of interest must be identified. A
suitable line must then he chosen for normalizing purposes. Finally, a series of welds must be made,
under closely controlled, varying conditions so that a relationship etween relative emission line
intensity and elemental concentration may be obtained.

The possibility of detecting hydrogen in a weld is of particular interest because the presence of
diffusible hydrogen in a steel weld can cause hydrogen induced cracking (often referred to as cold or
delayed cracking) or embrittlement of the joint. Either of these phenomena can severely impair the
mechanical properties of the weldnent and necessitate costly repairs. Because of its wide economic
significance, detection of hydrogen is of interest as an example of how the ODS can be used to detect
quality problems with welding consumable (8,91.

Tests were performed to determine whether it would he possible to develop techniques for the detec-
tion in real time of the arc hydrogen concentration capable of causing hydrogem cracking in armor steel

(IL A 12560) used in the production of the Abrams tank. Two series of tests were performed to achieve
this goal. Initial experiments were performed to relate hydrogen emission line intensity with the amount
of hydrogen present. The second group of experiments correlated hydrogen emission line intensity with the
amount of diffusible hydrogen present in the weld metal and the occurrence of hydrogen induced cracking in
test welds.

Because Nil A 12560 steel has a carbon equivalent of 0.8, it is quite susceptible to delayed cracking
problems 1101. The manufacturer's studies have indicated that dissolved H levels of less than 2 ppm moy
cause cracking. In the experiment, low concentrations of hydrogen gas were introduced into the argon
shielding gas of a G4A weld and test velds were made and observed by the opto-electronic system previously
described.

At the request of the Abrams tank's manufacturer, cruciform teats were used to detect cracking.
Silicone oil immersion tests were used to measure the quantity of H present in the completed welds 11.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

As in previous experiments 1121, a linear relationship was found etween the concentration of H gas
in the weld shielding gas and hydrogen line intensity (Figure 6). Since hydrogen emission line intensity
is sensitive to hydrogen from any source, this has applicability to such problems as organic contaminants
and moisture. In addition, it was found that hydrogen emission line intensity could be related to the
occurrence of cracking, and loosely, to the type and severity of cracking which occurred (Table 1). As
seen in Figure 7, a correlation between hydrogen emission line intensity and the hydrogen content of the
resulting weldment was developed. While these data are preliminary results, it is clear that it is
feasible to use spectroscopic techniques to detect and measure hydrogen in the welding arc. Other
consumables related welding difficulties which have proved to be measurable with this method include loss
of flux in flux cored arc welding, and loss or reductin of shielding gas flow [121.

If improved sensors are to effectively enhance weld quality, better control is required. So, CElL's
reearch efforts in this ace have bes directed towards adaptive feedback control, and a microprocessor
based adaptive feedback controller has been developed for use with the 108 and Dg weld monitors. Adop-
tive feedback control differs from the control methods mentioned earlier in that it is capable of modi-
fying the process to control function.

In control systems, the respense to corrective control signals is described by transfer functione
that are unqiue to a particular welding hardware configuration. Generally, these are complex functions of
the form

I1544 ig

Each component in the control loop has a unique transfer function. For isataoce, is controlling wire feed
speed, there would he two transfer functions: for the feed mecbeiu, a transfer function IKf and for
servoamplifier driving the motor, the function go. The transfer functiom describing this section of the
control loop would be Kwf - Ka Kf
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The operation of conventional control systems requires that the transfer functions be invariant 1141.

Adaptive control systems are distinguished by their ability to compaosete automatically for changes
in system parameters and signal inputs. The vire feed system mentioned will serve as an example. If
slippage occurs in the vice feed rollers, the transfer function K could assume a valus beyond the
controller's compensation range. In adaptive control, the system dynamics or control algorithms could be
modified automatically to accommodate to this slippage (Figure 8). Because CElL's sensor systems are
advanced, this adaptive control of wlding has greatly increased flexibility.

The current work in real time wld monitoring and adaptive control forms the basis for an intelligent
machine/robot weider which is under development. In the my systen, an expert data base using information
acquired with the previously described sensor systems will make intelligent decisions concerning process
control without human intervention (Figure 9). Work is underway on an expert system capable of driving an
intelligent robot welder. Two major areas must be addressed. First, the ability to select the correct
solution to a given welding problem mut be developed. That is, the sensors must not only be able to

detect an out of limits event; the expert system must also he able to diagnose the cause and correct the
situation, or determine that a human operator must be alerted. Second, a fitness-for-purpose criterion
must be included. Thus, when a potentially defective length of weld is formed, the significance of the
defect may be assessed based on the ultimate service conditions, so that en appropriate reaction tcoutinve
welding, record defect location, stop welding, etc.) occurs.

The utilization of machine intelligence (expert system) is feasible because of the opto-electroic
sensors which form a computer cognition system. The knowledge base for the system is being developed
through the specialized welding research in progress at CUL. The inference machine used is a personal
computer; presently both IBM and Apple products are being used. Parallel processing techniques will be
used to couple the adaptive control and machine intelligence functions. The hierarchies for the state
space search of the expert system are being developed to maximize response. Current techniques indicate
the system will operate adequately for weld travel speeds of 20 inches per minute.

ARMY APPLICATIONS FOR THIS TECHNOLOGY

As previously mentioned, the hQI4 can be used to predict the occurrence of defects, such as hydrogen
induced cracks in armor steel weldments made with solid and flux cored electrodes. Similarly the
embrittlement of reactive metal weldments such as those based on Ti and Zr alloys can be predicted. Lack
of penetration/fusion in dissimilar metal weldments can also he determined and adaptive control algorithms
are presently being developed for the real time in-process correction of these defects. One prim appli-
cation for this technology is in the joining of copper rotating bands to ferritic based artillery shell
bodies.

The application of the %l14 is not limited to joining processes. The WQ1 nay also be used to control
case depth and correct for surface melting in high energy bem surface modification processes such as the
laser or electron beam beat treating, cladding or alloying of gear and bearing surfaces. Wp1 technologies
can also be used to monitor self propagating high temperature synthesis reactions such as those used in
the development of thermal batteries.

CONCLUSIONS

The results of ongoing welding research programs show that microprocessor based sensors of severel
kinds can be used to observe the welding process, and develop data concerning the weld as it is being
produced. It is possible to correlate this data with the properties of the finished weld, making the use
of microprocessor based control systems incorporating artificial intelligence a very attractive method of
combined process and quality control; this is a result of the system's flexibility which offers a variety
of responses (vary parameters, stop welding, note for later inspection) to the occurrence of an undesir-
able event. The effort to produce adaptive feedback control systems utilising artificial intelligence
should be pursued for welding since the process is very well suited to this type of control, both because
of the cause and effect relationship between variation in process conditions and defects, and the huma
factors (operator, discomfort, etc.) involved. The rapidly advancing ste-of-the-art in all facets of
the hardwre and softwre required for this type of monitoring end control should make an intelligent
welding robot a reality in the very near future.
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TABLE 1

Shield Gas Type
Hydrogen Of
-Content Crackina

.1 none
.22 mild weld metal cracking

.4 severe weld metal cracking

.5% weld metal and underbeed cracking

.6% weld metal and underboad cracking
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1. I'j.Ri.t CTIO:I

The introduction of Electron Beam .elding ("37) into the aero eng,-ine industry in the early 1960's has
presented many new problems for non-destructive testing. Hilihlihted &ong these are the following
particular problems:-

a) Accessibility - the use of MK; has resulted in the design of many "box-like" components which

makes it difficult, or impossible, to appily conventional ')T :ethods satisfactorily.

b) Centre-line defect orientation.

c) Extrenely narrow welds which rakes the detection of defects by normal radio,-raphy very unreliable.

The traditional 'DT methods such as conventional X-ray, fluorescent nenetrant, nantic particle,
to'yther with the occasional use of eddy current and, where accessibility permits, ultrasonics, have
been exteissively used for the inspection of "B; fabrications. Fowvevar, the use of these methods has
created considerable limitations in defect detection where extremely small defects (under 1 ) (.040")
su.it be detected to urantee a successful life cycle.

Initially, these limitation. onl, arlied to parts :rnufmctured by ET.', but during recent years, EB"
has been _increasinly used during the rerair and overhaul of nero en-iv components and the :lDT
limitations no extend into these areas.

.,ecently, ni-ni'icant develorments have ta :en place which has enabled micro-focus C-ray techniques to
be used in place of conventional ):-ray on -11' and tVis has reslted in a co=i.Verah le irnrove::eut in
defect detection carnbilities. Thu t l baos hni ben the reduction in innection costs and
an inprove:ment in nrouctivity.

2. !oCC-,':u ILIn'!

The physics of electron beam welding ",a es it Do:sible to weld pieces to-ether .ihich would be impossible
;ith the more conventional welding "ethods such as 's -,-sten Iniort Sas (PI') co:nonly used in the
industry. Phis in tine, has led to th jesi, of ;selded comnonents where accesoibil: ty is confined
to the outside welded surface (Fi7 I '. This pqrticulnr illu:tration is a titoaium welded spool
ase-bly on a hnlicopter engi.ne and is a ty';ical 'sirn of an ':P. fabrication.

The main feature of these com:Poents, frinn an "DT 'oint of view in the inability to see both sides of
the weld for surface inspections and ( ;ith conve:tional :2-ry and ultrasonics' the lack .f access for
X-ray film end sonic ')robes to exa:ine the inside of the m:eld. in these rrticular coase the -eometry
copletely eliminates the use of ultrasonics and conventional -ray is limited to a double wall
tech ique with its inherant lac'k of sensitivity.

In certain instances, the centre hole would allow the use of a standard rod anode unit and, by
wrapping the X-ray film around the outside of the weld allow a single wall radiograph to be taken.
This, however, in usually unacceptable because uf the second nroblem associated with R:B'! that of
centre line defect orientation.

3. *0E 'TRs LINE jrACTKIETATI01

The preparation of a metal joint for F3' necessitates an extre-ely tight fit between the mating faces,
usually created by "pressing" the faces together to obtain an "interference fit". %ty subsequent
lack of fusion which uig t result from a bad weld will also be extremely tight, and unlike lack of
fusion in TIC welds, wthere the joint line is not tight, can only be detected by perfect X-ray beam
orientation to the defect. (Fig 2).

Experiments have been carried out which shows that very severe laon- of fusion can remain undetected
with only a small deviation of X-ray bean to Joigt. In fact, a 4Q lack of fusion in a 2m= (.000")
thick weld was missed with the X-ray beam only 5 off the joint line.

Since standard rod anode units produce an X-ray be& with a back angle of approxinately 700 (Wig 3)
it follows that tight .'oint line defects cannot be detected using this type of equipment.
Rolls-Royce and other .nqne Companies renuire in their specifications for the X-ray of EJ, a
maximum deviation of 1 2+

0 
of bean to joint, and also require a proof of achieving this.

4. _ARO *-L)ZZ1!Qt[ BAfl .PLr,

lectron Been lelds are normally very narrow (approximately 2mn (.080,')) particularly for the material
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thickness used in aere engine components. Conventional one to one (size) radio;raphs result in imags
which make it extremely difficult to interpret for defects within the weld bead. Typical Bi defects,
in addition to the lack of fusion, are very small crac's and porosity, with micro porosity being the
most difficult to detect.

Many EB .ields are on critical lifed components and it is therefore essential that all defects must be
detected to guarantee a successful life cycle. ::ince the traditional 12T methods all have linitations
it was necessary to develop techniques to improve defect detection.

5. MICRO-FOCUS X-RAY

Although ricro-focus X-ray has been used in Rolls-Royce since 1976 for the exaination of cast turbine
blades, the original enipment (Farwell 312) was not suitable for the X-ray of ;;B1 fabrications. This
is largely due to the low ener,y of the E12 (9KOkV) anl because it is a conventional window unit.

During the mid 1970's however two micro-focus units were developed which had the potential to X-ray
EB elds:-

a) TPD (Holland) 150KV rod anode

b) Andrex (Denmark) 15KV rod anode

Both claiming focal spot sizes of less than 100 microns. They also had the ability to produce
orthogonal radiation from a rod anode um to a metre lor and 9,nm diameter to allow i:rmertion into
small apnrtures.

The advantages of using this type of equipment are:-

i) Access into the component to allow a circuiferetil weld to be exposed in one x-ray shot (?ig 4).

ii) Correct (orthogonal) alignment of X-ray beam to joint line for the detection of lank of fusion
(Fig 5).

iii) Acceptable geometric unsharpness even with the short film to :ource distances and (Fig 6).

iv) Geometric enlargement by movingT the film away from the weld to overcome the nmrrow weld nroblem.
(Fig 7)

Conventional single shot radiography require (on the helicopter spool) some 16 exposures, compared to
the single exposure .ith micro-focus resulting in considerable saving in X-ray time. Similar savings
can be achieved on other circunferentiplly welded components. More recently a <umber of rod anode
micro-focus units with even smaller focal spots and higher enorg have been marketed which coiderably
improves the results.

::otable amongst these are the Errington, S canray and Ridge units with energ-ies up to 160KV and focal
spots in the region of 10 - 20 microns.

6. RF l TIME X-RAY

The development of high quality, high ener-y oicro-focus '-ray en'iipment has alloed real time systems
to be used for many applications.

In the past the real time system, together with conventional coarse focal spot X-ray units, were not
capable of resolving small defects in dense metal welds but the use of micro-focus has now overcome
may of the resolution problems. It is now pomzible to obtain K-ray senainivites better than 11 (I I)
in are engine materials and thicknesses of up to 5mn.

Our investigations have demonstrated that the type of defects present ir 673 felds can be detected by a
combination of Real time and micro-focus and trials are row being carried out to deter.ine the most
suitable real tine system to be used. A variety of real time synte !s are now available utilising
either a range of inage intensifiers or the phosphor screens used in our Lockheed RT S1ystem, together
with computer aided image enhancement systems which will be necessary for the resolution require ients.
A tynical schematic arrangement is shown in Fig. 8 with the various alternatives which may be used
for any given application.

The use of real time in this, and many other applications, will obviously result in cost savings by
eliminating the need to une X-ray film but, equally attractive to an industry where reliability is
vital, it will lead to improvements in this area, initially by making the task of image interpretation
lose hazardous and ultimately, by eliminating human error through the use of computerised pattern
recognition methodology.

t.A
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THERMOELASTIC TESTING OF STRATIFIED MATERIALS

PAOLO CIELO and MARC DUFOUR
National Research Council Canada
Industrial Materials Research Institute
Boucherville, Qu6bec, Canada

Abstract A non-contact thermoelaatic technique for the non-destructive testing of layered
materials such as Aluminum-epoxy laminates or metallurgical coatings is described. A pulsed
laser beam heats a small area on the surface of the layer to be tested, and the thermoelastic
deformation of the layer is monitored by a sensitive optical probe. Unbonded areas can be
recognized from the abnormally high deformation of the unbonded layer. Localized pulsed
heating is shown to be far superior than the extended heating approach which is followed in
holographic thermal stressing. The possibility to detect cohesive and adhesive defects by
this technique is discussed. Two experimental configurations are described: in the first
configuration the probing beam directly monitors the thermoelastic displacement of the heated
area, while in the second a thermoelastically-generated annular stress wave converges towards
the central probed point.

INTRODUCTION

Adhesively-bonded metal-to-metal or metal-to-core laminates are widely used as light-weight primary
structures. Such materials require a careful inspection after being assembled to detect any
extended bonding defect which would severely affect the structural resistance to transverse or
shear loading. Typical defects to be detected in such structures are': 1) voids and delaminations,
when an air gap exists at the bond interface; 2) reduced cohesive strength, when the shear and
tensile modulus of the adhesive are reduced because of porosity in the glue line or inadequate
temperature and pressure during curing which affect the shear and tensile modulus of the adhesive,
and 3) adhesive unbonds, when the adherent and the adhesive are in physical contact (1-10 A gap)
with each other, but the interfacial bond is still zero. This is usually caused by a surface
contamination of the adherends or by the inadequate storage of the resin film resulting in partial
pre-cure. Similar defects are encountered in other stratified materials such as metallic or
ceramic thermally-sprayed coatings', which are increasingly used for corrosion or thermal
protection of high-temperature surfaces such as fusion cells or turbine blades.

The NOT techniques which have reached the most advanced stage of development for he
inspection of stratified materials are based on the ultrasonic and the radiographic approachesL- .
Such techniques can detect most delamination and gross porosity defects, but they have very limited
capabilities for the prediction of cohesive bond strepgjh. As to the adhesive unbond defects, no
technique is presently available for their detiction 

, 
. Indeed, air-filled gaps less than 100 A

thick are perfectly transparent to ultrasound* ,. while mch thicker gaps may be invisible if
some liquid has infiltrated at the interface. Other limitations cf the conventional techniques
are, for radiography, the lack of visibility of any defect which does not produce a lack of
material (such as gross porosity or resin filleting) and for ultrasound, the strong absorption by
the adhesive film and the interference with material-rundary reflections (which makes, e.g.,
adhesive-to-core unbonds very difficult to be detected ). Finally, faster and less cumbersome
techniques requiring no contact or water immersion of the piece and which can be applied where
access is difficult or possible from one side only would be welcome, in particular for on-service
inspections of the assembled structure.

A research technique which holds considerable potential for ? more quantitative and
noncontact inspection of layered materials is optical holography - . -. In such a technique
the inspected material is stressed either by an externally applied vacuum, by vibration or by
thermal stress end the resultant surface deformation is observed with good accuracy (of the order
of Ilm) through a holographic interferogram. As the stiffness of the material is considerably
reduced over an unbonded area, delaminstions can be recognized from the abnormally high deformation
of the unbonded layer. Such a technique measures directly the mechanical deformation under
traction of the bonded structure, thus holding a potential for more quantitative evaluation of the
glue-line stiffness and, under certain circumstances, of the sdhesiye strength.

Although holographic techniques have been su9cessfully desonstrated for the inspection of
metallic or composite laminates since several years , they have found few applications out of the
research laboratory. Part of the reasons for ouch an inertia are technical. In particular:

1) Because of the relatively long exposure time of the holographic plate, holography is highly
sensitive to environmntal disturbances such as low-frequenc; floor vibrations and ambient illumi-
nstion. High-power pulsed lasers have been used in the past to avoid hologrm blurring during the
exposure tie, but sabient vibrations during the heating period between the two exposures cannot be
avoided. Consequently, the inspected object muet uaually be mounted on a cumbersome vibration-
Isolated table in a dark environment.

2) Of the different mechanical stressing techniques mentioned above, thermal stressing is by far
the most practical, and the only one which is noo-contact. The results obtained with thermal

stressing ere however lese reliable than those obtained, e.g., by extornslly-appliad vacuum
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suctionll' 2. Inde~d8  the thermoelastic deformation of the unbonded areas may arise from
different mechanisms , such as a differential thermal expansion between the layer and the
substrate (eventually producing thermal huckling, which is a second-order effect strongly dependent
on the initial layer curvature") or the establishment of longitudinal thermal gradients produced
by the thermal-barrier effect of the unbonded interface (which is a weak effect and is related to
the thermal resistance of the interface, rather than to the mechanical bond resistance as is the
case for the applied-vacuum stressing technique). Extended-area thermal stressing thus appears
very limited as to its capability to evaluate cohesive or adhesive strength properties.

3) Several practical problems have not yet been satisfactorily solved in holographic NDT. Some of
these problems are: the presence of extended whole-body deformation producing a wide fringe pattern
which is superposed to the disbond-related fringes; the lack of uniformity of extended heat sources
used in surface thermal stressing; the difficulties encountered in automatic fringe interpretation;
and finally the relatively low sensitiviy which has stimulated the development of more elaborate
techniques such as heterodyne holography (which can reach sensitivities of the order of 1/1000 of
a wavelength at the expense of a more complex apparatus using two reference waves and a point-by-
point scanning of the hologram).

In order to overcome such limitations, an interferometric point-by-point inspection technique
has recently been developed at the Industrial Materials Research Institute 0,14. The next
section presents an overview of the basic principle and of some typical experimental results using
such a technique. A discussion of such results follows, with the aid of a finite-element thermo-
elastic analysis. Finally, a non-contact ultrasonic impulse-loading technique for the dynamic
analysis of the bonded structure is described.

PULSED THERMAL STRESSING OF THE PROBED SURFACE.

Two experimental techniques have been evaluated for the application of the mechanical stress
on the interferometrically inspected material. In the first approach, which is described in this
section, thermoelastic bending of the unbonded layer is produced by pulsed localized heating of the
layer surface. In the second approach, vibrational stress is obtained at the point of convergence
of a laser-generated surface acoustic wave. In both cases, the surface displacement is monitored
by a focused interferometer, so that the technique is completely non-contact.

Description of the technique.

The basic principle of the dilatoqetric method is shown in fig. 1. A pulsed YAG laser is
partially focused on the surface of the layered material, producing a transient thermoelastic
bending moment which causes the layer to lift, if unbonded, while its position is monitored by a
sensitive interferometer. The interferometer beam is focused on the surface, so that rough
surfaces can be inspected by such a device with limited scattering losses. Interferometers of this
kind are now comercially available which can detect displacements of the order of 0.01 Ls on
perfectly sclitering surfaces, from any angle of incidence and at operating distances of the order
of 10 meters .

If the duration of the heating laser pulse is of the order of I ms or less, each point can be
inspected during a time period which is much smaller than the typical ambient vibration period.
Operation on the industrial floor is thus possible, while a large surface can be remotely scanned
in a reasonably short time. Ambient illumination problems are avoided because of the high inten-
sity of the focused probe beam. Surface displacements mch smaller than half a wavelength can be
monitored by the interferometer, so that a lower surface heating temperature is required compared
to the holographic approach. Finally, the heat-source uniformity and fringe counting problems
encountered with the holographic technique are eliminated.

An important experimental parameter is the ratio between the diameter of the heating beam and
the diaT~ter of the unbonded area. Previous experiments at our Institute used an extended heat
source . As shown in fig. 2, if an area much larger than the unbonded area is heated (fig. 2a,
corresponding to the conventional configuration in thermal-stress holography) the layer is radially
stressed, but no bending moment wJl develop, unless the layer is initially convex or exceeds the
relatively high buckling threshold . On the other hand, the pulsed focused heating configuration
(fig. 2b) which has more recently been adopted at our Institute

1
" provides a much more efficient

lifting moment. This was confirmed by a finite-element analysis using an axisyasetric model of the
kind shown in fig. 3. The model represents a 750 is-thick aluminum plate adhesively bonded to a
massive aluminum substrate. A 3.5 mm-radius delamination is modelled by introducing some air
elements as indicated in fig.3. Laser surface heating over an area of variable radius is simulated
by raising the temperature of some surface nodes (three nodes in fig. 3) to a temperature of IOC.
Fig. 3 shows (grossly exaggerated, for clarity) the deformation at equilibrium of the structure
under such a thermal load. The vertical lift of the unbondad area, as obtained by such a model is
plotted in fig. 4 as a function of the radius r of the heated area. As we can see, the lifting
efficiency decreases abruptly when the radius of the heated area becomes simila or larger than the
radius of the delaminated area, even if the total heating energy 

increases as rS.
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FIGURE 1: Experimental apparatus for the interferometric thermoelastic testing of a laminate. An
unbonded layer bends when heated by a YAG pulse, while its displacement is monitored by
a focused interferometer.

If a laser beam of fixed energy is used to heat the surface, maximum efficiency Is obtained by
focusing the beam as finely as possible on the probed surface, within the limits imposed by the
thermal damage threshold. This was verified experimentally using the apparatus of fig. 1. Fig. 5
shows some experimental results obtained by focusing the constant-energy heating laser beam to
different diameters in the center of the delaminated area. The sample was a 125 ia-thick Cu-Be
plate epoxy-bonded to a Plexiglass substrate with the unbonded areas simulated by circular holes
drilled through the substrate. Curve (a) Was obtained with a 20 rm-diameter hole, while curve (b)
was obtained over a 7 m-diameter hole. We can see that the signal level increases monotonically
with the reduction of the heating beam diameter, but that there is limited benefit to make the beam
smaller than 10 or 20% of the unbond diameter. This point will be further discussed later.

Some real-unbond detection results are shown in figs. 6 and 7. The experimental curves were
obtained by displacing the locally-unbonded sample under the well-centered heating and probing
beamse. Fig. 6 was obtained with a Cu-Be sheet epoxy-bonded to a solid Plexiglass plate, through
some areas where tt-e epoxy was missing. Curve 6(*) was obtained with a 2 J. 6 ma-diameter YAG
laser pulse over a 10 am x 30 m missing-epoxy area, while curve (b) was obtained with 0.16 J, 0.7
rm-diameter pulses over a 3 m-diameter air blister in the epoxy which was visible through the
Plexiglass plate. The estimated surface temperature increase was 5*C and 35CC. respectively, for
curves (a) and (b). The visibility of the unbonded regions, from the positions 2 m to 12 sm on
the abscissa for curve (a) and from 6 to 9 me for curve (b), is quite satisfactory.

Pig. 7 shows some scanning curves obtained over a 20 rm-diameter delsmination on the
adhesive-to-core interface of an Al-epoxy honeycomb panel. The sandwich structure comprised two
0.3 ma-thick aluminum sheets bonded to a 3 ma cell-size aluminum honeycomb core, and the unbond was
prcduced by inserting a 20 ra-diameter teflon disk between the epoxy film and the core prior to
curing. The 0.75 J, I mas YAG pulses had a diameter of I m for curve (a), 3 m for curve (b) and 6
m for curve (c). The unbonded area, from positions 4 m to 24 am is clearly visible, while the
honeycomb-cell substructure is only visible when the heating bear is smaller than the call size,
curve (a), in agreement with the previous discussion. The relatively large displacement signals
obtained in the well-bonded areas, particularly for curve (a), are believed to be caused, in part,
by the linear thermal expansion of the Al-epoxy material, and in part by the relatively high
compliance of the epoxy-to-core interface.

Fig. 8 shows a scan of the surface of a plasma-sprayed aluminum-on-steel corrosion-protective
costing 250 m thick. A 4 ma-wide adhesion defect was simulated by placing a Teflon strip on the
substrate prior to the powder projection. The estimated surface temperature increase of the
coating was 100C, which explains the relatively 1lsga vertical displacement obtained on the well-
bonded regions which is caused by the linear thermal expansion of the surface. As to the rela-
tively small bending displacement of the unbonded region, it should be mentioned that the Teflon
tape was probably malted by contact with the projected molten droplets during the spraying process,
so that the artificial defect was probably one of cohesive weakness, rather than of complete lack
of adherence.•
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_H Iii FIGURE 2:

Thermoelastic stress distribution
on a partially unbond layer under
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(b) pulsed focused heating.
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FIGURE 3: Axisymmetrc plot of the thermoelastm deformation of an Al-epoxy-A
laminate, as obtained by a finite-element model (the deformation sgrossly exaggerated,
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Discussion

An additional diagnostic tool which has not yet been considered is the transient behaviour of
the unbonded layer after the absorption of the heating pulse. For an opaque material, such a
behaviour is delrymined by three parameters: 1) the heating pulse duration At; 2) the thermal
propagation time .

AtthLt 214n (1)

across the thickness I of the unbonded layerso being the thermal diffusivity of the layer material,
and 3) the elastic response time be& of the unbooded layer, which ci be estimated from the

frequency of the first harmonic fl of a circular plate with clasped edges

Atet I *R
2
/vj (2)

where R is the radius of the delaminated area and v is the longitudinal sound velocity for a thin
plate. In the experiments mentioned above, we had AtAtth-la, while Ate& was much sealler.

The effect of the thermal propagation time can be understood with reference to fig. 9, which
shows two time-resolved signals obtained with the plasma-sprayed coating on a position which is (a)
well-bonded (point at x - 2 m in fig. 8) and (b) unbonded (point at x - 3 a in fig. 8). In both
cases the linear thermal expansion of the heated material produced a surface displacement of nearly
1.2 tm which remains nearly constant after the absorption of the pulle if the heating beas diameter

is large enough so that the radial thermal flow can be neglected . The signal obtained on the
unbonded area (curve b) shows en additional displacement caused by the bending mechanism illus-
trated in fig. 2b. Such a bending moment decays quickly when the thermal flow reaches the delami-
nated interface after a time of the order of the thermal propagation time Atth-la across the
layer thickness. A time-resolved analysis of such signals thus allows to separate the thermal-
expansion component (which can be used to estimate the emissivity-dependent surface temperature
increase) from the layer-lifting component.

As to the effect of the elastic rise time A•i, it could not be observed in our experiments
because at was much larger than Atee, so that the layer displacement was quasi-stationary. A
transient finite-element analysis waP however carried out assuming a laser pulse duration At
smaller than 5 to, which is much smaller than the elastic response time. The results of such an
analysis are shown in fig. 10, where curve (a) refers to the vertical displacement of a 300
ma-thick aluminum layer over a 13 m-radius unbonded area, while curve (b) refers to the same layer
over a 4 on-radius unbond. In both cases, a heating temperature of 10C was assumed over a 3.5
me-radlua and a 50 U-depth below the heated surface, which corresponds to the thermal propagation
path in aluminum during the 5 Us pulse duration.

Fig. 10 shows that a measurement of the oscillation period of an impulse-loaded unbonded layer
may be used to estimate the diameter of the unbonded area, in agreement with eq. 2. Other features
of the finite-element curves shown in fig. 10, such as the relatively fast rise-time and slower
decay of curve (a). can be Understood from an inspection of the transient-displaceaent plots shown
in figs. 11 and 12. As fig. 11 shows, the displacement of the 13 m-rsdius delaminated layer is
W-shaped after 10 is, while the rest of the unbonded area follows after 75 ia. This provides a
fast rise-time, which is determined by a higher-order-haronic frequency, while the decay-time of
the uniforly-oscillating plate is in better agreement with eq. 2. On the other hand, the 4
m-radius unbond is almost uniformly loaded, as fig. 12 shows, which explains the more regular
shape of curve b in fig. 10. Fig. 1

2 
aso allows to estimate the thermoelastic strain of the epoxy

layer which is of the order of 10--10
-  

for a 10C heating, well below the non-linear range.

The finite-element model was also used to study the possibility to evaluate the cohesive
toughness of the bond line by the thermoel~stic technique. Fig. 13 shows the deformation of a
well-bonded layer (Young's modulus E-3.4.10 Pa and Poisson's ratio v -0.4 for the epoxy layer)
uoder a 1O0C surface heating. The resulting vertical displacement in the center of the irradiated
area was 0.08 Lm. to be compared with a displacement of 0.48 us in similar conditions over a 3.5
m-radius delamination (see fig. 4). Cohesive defects such as porosity or longitudinal cracks in
the adhesive affect its tensile and shear properties. By assuming a weak epoxy layer (E-3.4.106 Pa
and v-O.2) the modal gave a vertical displacement of 0.23 -. The evaluation of the elastic
properties of the adhesive thus appears to be possible by this technique.

ULTRASOIC DIPULSE LOADING

As metioned above, impulse loading of the unbonded layer would make possible a dynamic
analysis of the elastic properties of the layer, which are related to the diameter of the unbonded
area. The pulse duration of the YAG laser used in the experiments was either 1 ma (in the free-run
mods), which is noch larger than the elastic response time, or 10 un (in the Q-switch mode), which
is excaedingly short and produces a plasma breakdown of the surface if the beam is focused. ho
alternative technique was thus experimented for the impulse loading of the unbonded area.

The apparatus for such an experiment is shown in fig. 14. The system is similar to the
dilatometric apparatus shown in fig. 1, but now the YAG laser is Q-witchd and focuaed to an
annular shape y a combination of a converging telescope and a refractive axicon (Ins of conical
cross-section) . The shape of the YAG-rrdiated area is shown in the insert in fig. 14. A the
finite-elaent model shown in fig. 15m shows, the thermelastic expansion produced on the material

- -, mm mmud i mm
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FIGURE 10: Computed elastic response of a 300 in-thick aluminum layer to a short heating pulse over
an un onded area of (a) 13 - and (b) 4 -. A surface temperature of 10*C was assumed
over a 3.5 m-radius and a 50 W e-dpth below the heated surface.
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FIGURE ii: Plots of the finite-element uodsl used to obtain curvs (a) in fig. 10, after 10 a, 45

in 7nd i i, respectively, from the heatig pulse. The maximum vertical displcement
is normlized in the plots. Actual displacements are indicated in each plot.. . . . . ... . .. 10 . . . . . .I m
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FIGURE 13: Thermal deformation of a 750 go-thick aluminum layer we11-bonded to the substrate.



v1

14-11

surface by the very short laser pulse generates an annular surface wave, which is seen as a nega-
tive pulse converging toward the lie-Ne probed point in fig. ISa. The converging action of the
surface wave produces an amplification of the ultrasonic pulse amplitude while it approaches the
center of convergence. Amplification factors of the order of 20 have been observed on previous
experiments performed on continuous materials 

1
. Fig. 15b shows the surface displacement produced

on the center of the annulus as monitored by the focused Interferometer shown in fig. 14, with a
solid-copper sample. The smell P-wave arrival followed the larger dipolar pulse corresponds to
previous observations made with diverging surface waves

"
* The measurement of the surface-wave

velocity obtained from the transit time of suh a pulse has previously been used to characterize
electroplated coatings of different thickness

" .

Such an apparatus was used with layered samples in order to characterize the bond strength at
the point of convergence of the annular wave. This approach provided a strong mechanical loading
at the center of convergence while avoiding the thermal expansion component mentioned in the
previous section. The larger surface of the annular area compared to the area of a center-focused
spot allowed to finely focus the bean without experiencing surface-breakdown problems.

A first experiment was performed on a Cu-Be layer epoxy-bonded to a Plexiglass substrate.
Fig. 16 shows the interferometrically-onitored surface displacement at the center of the heated
annulus (a) on a well-bonded area and (b) at the center of a 5 cm-radius completely unbonded area.
Although more work Is required to interpret such curves in full detail, the following qualitative
interpretation of such signals is proposed. The annular pulse converges towards the probed area,
which is impulse-loaded after nearly 3 ps. This value of the transit time, for a 7 sm-radius
annulus, corresponds to the Rayleigh-wave velocity In this material. Little conversion of the
surface-wave to Lamb modes thus appears to take place, probably because of the small width of the
heated annulus compared to the layer thickness. The layer is set into oscillation at the arrival
of the pulse, after which the converging pulse becomes a diverging annular pulse centered on the
probed point. Such a diverging disturbance affects the motion of the loosely-bonded layer, which
appears In fig. 20b as the vibration of an edge-excited membrane of Increasing diameter. According
to eq. 2, the resonance frequency of such a membrane decreases when its diameter increases, as
observed in fig. 16b. The response of a well-bonded area, fig. 16a, is lower in amplitude and is
more rapidly damped. Such a behaviour appears to be a direct consequence of the bonding action of
the adhesive. An evaluation of the bonding strength may thus be made from a simple observation of
the detected signal by this technique.

The observed amplitude of vibration is obviously smaller for thicker layers, such as the one
shown in fig. 17. Such a laminate was composed by three adhesively-bonded aluminum plates of
thickness 0.020", 0.020" snd 0.016" respectively. An unbond defect was obtained by placing a I
cm-diameter Teflon insert between the first plate and the epoxy film prior to bonding. Fig. I8
shows the response of ouch a sample (a) In the center of the unbonded area and (b) on a well-bonded
area. The arrival of the P-wave after nesrly 1.5 me and of the R-wave after 2.5 us are clearly
visible. Fig. I|a shows the normal oscillation with a decreasing frequency after the converging-
surface-wave arrival, with an amplitude which stops rising when the diverging-pulse diameter
reaches the diameter of the unboded area. A similar behaviour is observed for the well-bonded
area, fig. 18b, but in this case a higher-frequency vibration component can be seen. Such a compo-
nent is believed to be caused by the whole-body vibration of the three layers which are well-bonded
in this case. A larger effective thickness corresponds to a larger vibration frequency, in agree-
ment with eq. 2. A spectral analysis of the detected signal may thus provide an additional
diagnostic tool for the inspection of sandwiched structures.

Finally, the aluminum-on-steel plama-sprayed coating previously mentioned (see figs. B and 9)
was Inspected with the converging-wave technique. The 4 am-wide unbonded area was analyzed using a
heating TAG annulus of 8 me in diameter. The results are shown in fig. 19. The obtained signals
were more irregular then the ones previously obtained, probably because of the inhomogenelty of the
porous coatings. Fig. 19a, obtained on the unbnded area, shows an oscillation which decays in a
time which is of the order of the time required for the diverging pulse to reach the diameter of
the delsainated area. Fig. Wb, obtained In a well-bonded area, shows a such larger vibration
frequency as well am a much faster decay time. which may be related to small porosity within the
coasting.

Such results show that a dynamic analysis of impulse-loaded layers can provide a large amount
of information on the cohesive and adhesive properties of the bonded layer. More work should be
performed in order to determine which is the best experimental technique for impulse-loading, as
well as to interpret the wide amount of Information provided by such signals.

CONCLUSION

A novel theroelastic technique has been developed for the inspection of layered materials.
Similarly to the more conventional holographic interferometry approach, 'this technique is
completely non-contact and directly measures the lift of the bonded layer under a mechanical load.
Several practical problems of the holographic method, such as the sensitivity to ambient vibra-
tions, beat-source uniformity and fringe-interpretation problems are avoided with the thermoelastic
technique.
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FIGURE 14: Experimental apparatus for the ultrasonic impulse loading of a layered material. An
axicon-produced annular laser beam generates an ultrasonic surface pulse which converges
toward the center of the annulus where a strong dipolar pulse is produced. The
resulting surface displacement is monitored interferometrically.

He-Ne Section of the
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FIGURE 15: Generation of an ultrasonic convergent pulse on a homogeneous material; (a): section of
an axisymmetric finite-element model showing the converging ultrasonic pulse after 0.8
Ps from the heating laser pulse; (b) signal detected at the center of the annulus with
the apparatus shown in fig. 14 versus tie from the YAG pulse.
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FIGURE 16: Response of a 0.125 mm-thick Cu-Be layer epoxy-bonded to a Plexiglass substrate to the
ultrasonic pulse-loading technique; (a): well-bonded area; (b): unbonded area. Tiue
diameter of the annular heating beam was of 14 ass.
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FIGURE 17: Schema of the artificial bending defect produced on the 0.020" -0.020"- 0.016"
Al-epoxy laminate tested with the convergent-wave technique.
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The essential feature of this technique is the possibility to thermally load a surface area
smaller than the unbond diameter. Thia provides a lifting mechanism which could not be obtained
with extended-thermal-stressing holographic techniques. Consequently, quantitative non-destructive
evaluation of cohesive and adhesive properties of the bonded layer appear to be possible by the
thermoelastic technique.

Finally, the pulsed nature of such a technique makes it an attractive tool for the dynamic
analysis of the structure response to impulse loading. The thermoelastic technique is ideally
suited for such an analysis because it is non-contact, so that the layer movement is not perturbed,
it provides a strong lifting action, and it exactly measures the surface displacement with no
distortion and with a wide and flat frequency response.
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INFLUENCE OF WELDING FLAWS ON THE FATIGUE STRENGTH OF ELECTRON
BEAM WELDMENTS IN TI AL6 V4

by
Walter SchUtz and Wolfram Oberparleiter

Industrieanlagen Betriebsgesellschaft mbH, D 8012 Ottobrunn,
Germany

SUMMARY

Electron beam welding is a well known joining method in aircraft construction. Although a lot of data
is available on the fatigue behaviour of EB-welded Ti Al6 V4 alloy, only a few data on the effect of flaws
in these weldments exist. Therefore artifical flaws of different size were produced in EB-weldments and
the effect of these flaws on static strength, fatigue, fracture toughness and crack propagation was stu-
died.

Experience has shown, that existing flaws may be not found or heavily underestimated by NDI. Also NDI
cannot distinguish between sharp-edged flaws (which may behave like cracks) and spherical cavities. Only
shperical cavities are allowable according to / I /; in the present investigation they reduced

the static strength up to 35 %
the fatigue strength up to 50 t (at N = 105 cycles)

and the fracture toughness up to 10 1

Such reductions therefore must be accounted for in the design phase of Ti Al6 V4 components contai-
ning EB-welds.

LIST OF SYMBOLS

a mm crack length
N- number of cycles
KIC MPa.f-i

-  
fracture toughness

Sm  MPa mean stress

Sa MPa stress amplitude
R- stress ratio
Su MPa ultimate tensile strength
S mm thickness of the specimens
W my width of the specimens

1. INTRODUCTION

Electron-beam (EB-) welding has been used in a number of aircraft, among them the Tornado and the
F 14, for titanium joints in fatigue loaded primary structure. There are data available for the fatigue
strength, fracture toughness and static strength of (at least nominally) flawless electron-beam welded
joints of titanium. However, to the authors' knowledge very little, if any, such data are available for
EB-weldments containing flaws. It might be argued that electron beam welding usually will not produce
flaws, but experience shows this to be too optimistic.

To obtain more information on the effect of flaws in EB-weldments, IABG carried out a test programme
on intentionally flawed EB-welded specimens of Ti A16 V4. As it is very difficult to obtain flaws of a
certain size in a certain location in the specimens, these flaws were produced artificially. The speci-
mens were nondestructively inspected and tested under static and fatigue loading. The results are des-

cribed and discussed in this paper.

2. MATERIAL AND SPECIMEN GEOMETRY

The chemical composition and the mechanical properties of the Ti Al6 V4 alloy are shown in table 1.
Fifteen plates (23 mm respectively 25 mm thick) of two different batches were available. These plates had
been hot rolled, annealed and ultrasonically tested according to MIL - I - 8950 P class AA.

After EB-welding, including the artifical flaws where applicable, the specimens for the fracture
toughness -, crack propagation, - fatigue - and static tensile tests were machined from these plates. The
specimen geometries for the different tests can be seen from Fig. i.

3. WELDING PROCEDURE, DEFINITION OF FLAW SIZE

As it is very difficult to obtain flaws in weldments when and specially where one wants them, arti-
fical flaws were produced by making punch marks of different sizes in one of the butt faces. These punch
marks were filled up with different amounts of vacuum grease before welding. This method was the only one
suitable to obtain reproducible flaws.
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EB-Welding of the Ti A16 V4 plates then was done in a Sciaky-Low Voltage equipment, type BE-44. Ac-
cording to the fabrication of the center wing box in question a weld thickness of 20 mm was defined,
which mainly exists in that component. The pilot tests for the EB-welding were done using welding para-
meters identical to those used for the center wing box in production. However using these parameters, ar-
tifical flaws of the type required for the fatigue tests could not be obtained. Therefore the welding
speed was increased from 20 mm/s to 25 mm/s. The welding parameters are shown in table 2.

Due to the higher welding speed it was possible to produce reproducible small, single flaws of the
type wanted. Three different flaw sizes were defined for the fatigue and static tensile tests, Fig. 2:

definition cavity zone of high
(single or more flaws) microporosity

mm imxnmn

small flaws <0,4 0 <1,0 x 1,5
medium size flaws 0,4 0 to 1,2 0 1,0 x 1,5 to

1,5 x 5,0

large flaws >1,2 0 >1,5 x 5,0

In most cases the surrounding of the cavities shows zones of high microporosity (probably caused by
the vaporisation of the grease during welding) with coarse grain size. This formation of coarse grained
structure in the vicinity of welding flaws (cavities) in EB-welded Ti A16 V4 can be seen from Fig. 3.

4. NONDESTRUCTIVE INSPECTION

After welding the specimens were nondestructively inspected by ultrasonic and X-ray, again according
to the NDT-procedures of the aircraft in question and by the same inspectors.

The actual flaw sizes could be determined from the fracture surface of the broken specimens after
the fatigue and static tensile tests. The actual flaw size then was compared to the ultrasonic and X-ray
indications in order to check the reliability of both NDI-methods. According to the literature the limits
of reliable indications of cavities or zones of high porosities are about 1,5 mm diameter / 2, 3 /. In
the present investigation flaws were only reliably indicated by ultrasonic or X-ray if the diameter of
the cavities was > 1,5 mm or zones of high porosity were larger than 2 mm.

According to the Grummean specification / I / sharp edged flaws are not allowable while single flaws

withou sharp edges are allowed up to 1,27 mm in a 12 mi thick plate and zones of high porosity up to
1,3 mm in 20 mi thick plates.

In the LN 29 595 standard / 4 / the allowable size of a single flaw in class I Titanium components
is 1,5 mm maximum.

5. RESULTS FROM THE STATIC TENSILE TESTS AND FATIGUE TESTS

5.1 FRACTURE TOUGHNESS

The fracture toughness tests were carried out according to the ASTM Standard E 399 using 3 point-
bend specimens of 15 mm thickness and B/W = 0,5. In the specimens containing flaws only medium size flaws
were present.

After an examination of the fracture surfaces the following 3 groups of KIC values were obtained due
to the position of the flaws in the specimens:

position of flaws, Fig. 4 number of specimens K C
n l it l m 65M

no flaws in the ligament 6 53

flaws in the ligament 9 54

and near the crack front

flaws immediately at the 3 48
crack frnt

The fracture toughness of EB-welded specimens of K6C 53 MPaff agrees quite well with fracture
toughness obtained in prior IABG-investigations / 5 - 1 .

Flaws in the ligament, but some distance away from the crack front, did not influence the fracture
toughness (K = 54 MPa fm-) significant. If the flaw is located immediately at the crack front - a case
which will not occur very often - fracture toughness only decreases by about 10 %. Therefore flaws in EB-
welded components in general will have little effect on fracture toughness.

5.2 CRACK PROPAGATION

The specimen used in the crack propagation test is shown in Fig. 1. To study the effect of flaws

-~~ -- ~ A - ----
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on the crack propagation behaviour artifical flaws were produced at equal distances of about 15 me on
both sides of the crack starter slot.

The crack propagation behaviour of EB-welded Ti A16 V4 with flaws is shown in Fig. j: The crack ini-
tiates at the crack starter slot and propagates first in the flawless weldment. When the crack reaches
the flaw, crack retardation occurs, i.e. the crack propagation rate da/dN decreases.

This behaviour may be explained as follows: When the crack has reached the cavity a new crack has to
be initiated at its rear. In addition, crack propagation rate is lower in the coarse grained structure
around the cavity / 11 / than in the normal-graned structure away from the flaw. Both facts may cause
retardation. If the crack has initiated again and grown to a length >4 r it is no longer retarded / 17

This positive effect of flaws on crack propagation behaviour, however, is more than balanced by the
negative effect of a much larger scatter of crack propagation in the EB-welded specimens. This scatter is
about twice that of the Ti A16 V4 base material / 12 1.

5.3 RESIDUAL STATIC STRENGTH

To determine residual static strength of the EB-welded specimens the crack propagation tests were
stopped at a certain crack length. The cracked specimens were then loaded to failure under a static load.
Residual static strength then was calculated using the net section area taking into account the flaw are-
as A and the existing crack a:

FmaxRS = (W-A-a).s

Fig. 6 shows the residual static strength plotted against the crack length a:

The residual static strength of ES-welded specimens containing flaws shows large scatter, expecially,
for large flaws. This may have been also caused by the different mechanical properties of the batches the
specimens were machined from.

Generally the residual static strength of the EB-welded specimens is lower than the residual static
strength of the base material / 6 /. Because there were no tests on EB-welded specimens without flaws it
cannot be decided whether this decrease of residual static strength is caused by the EB-weld itself or by
the flaws in the EB-weld. It in only known from prior work / 5 1 that the residual static strength of EB-
welded sheet material may be significantly lower than the residual static strength of the base material.

5.4 ULTIMATE TENSILE STRENGTH

The specimens for the static tensile tests either had no flaws ore only medium size flaws. This en-
ables a comparison of the ultimate tensile strength of

- the base material Ti A16 V4
- ES-welded without flaws
- ES-welded containing flaws

Medium size flaws in EB-weldments reduce the ultimate tensile strength by about 35 % compared to the base
material, even if the flaw area was accounted for. The position of the flaws in the fracture surface had
no effect on the ultimate tensile strength.

The static tensile strength of EB-welded specimens without flaws was in the range of the static ten-
sile strength of the base material.

5.5 FATIGUE

Fatigue life of EB-welded specimens was determined under constant amplitude loading at a stress ra-
tio R P0. After examination of the fracture surfaces of the specimens, the cycles to failure can be se-
parated into 4 groups according to Fig. 2:

Specimens containing large flaws
medium size flaws
small flaws
no flaws

The S-N-curves and the scatter bands of the Individual groups are shown inFig. 7. This figure shows
two important facts:

- The fatigue strength (e.g. at 105 cycles) of weldments containing flaws is only 60 % of that of
EB-weldments without flaws. In addition the flaw size can decrease fatigue strength by another15 1.

- The scatter in fatigue life of ES-welded specimens with a n d without flaws may become very large
(up to T1 - 1:20). It is much larger than the scatter usually expected for unwelded notched speci-
mans of Ti A16 V4 (TN w 1:1,5). This high scatter may be caused by flaws which are situated In the
fringe area of the fracture section, which usually lead to a shorter fatigue life. This result is

-t -- A.1 --- _
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also confirmed by theoretical work in I 13 /. Llndh and Peshak calculated a 40 % decrease of the fa-
tigue limit of EB-welded Ti A16 V4 specimens with flaws in the fringe area compared to specimens
with flaws near the center of the specimen.

Fjg_ shows the mean S-N-curves of the EB-welded specimens with a n d without flaws compared to the
S-N-curves of unwelded. notched Ti A16 V4 specimens of different stress concentration factors Kt:

The mean S-N-curve of specimens without flaws is only slightly lower than the S-N-curve with Kt=lO .So the EB-weld itself does not act as a sharp notch. The S-N-curve of specimens with large flaws, however,
corresponds to the S-N-curve for the quite severe stress concentration factor Ktps5,0. S-N-curves of spe-
cimens with small and medium size flaws correspond to Ktsl,5 to 3,6. This means flaws in the EB-weldment
my act as very sharp notches depending on their size and must be accounted for in design.

Especially in the high cycle range the flaws act more severely than the corresponding notches: All
S-N-curves of specimens with welding flaws are steeper than those of the notched specimens, fig.j8. The
reason for the shorter total life of ES-weldments containing flaws must be a reduction in the crack ini-
tiation phase because flaws in the EB-welds had a slightly favourable effect on the crack propagation
phase.

From the literature / 13 - 16 / it is known that the stress concentration factor of single flaws (ca-
vities) in an infinite elastic medium was found to be Kt=2,04. This factor increases if the flaw is situa-
ted in the fringe area of the cross section / 13, 16 /. Single flaws with cylindrical shape have a
Kt=3,0.

The stress concentration factors of clusters or rectilinear flaws depend on the number, size and di-
stance of the flaws to one another. Kt has to be estimated for the individual case, but normally a Kt=3,5
to 4.0 can be used / 14, 15 / for calculations.

5.6 NONDESTRUCTIVE INSPECTION

As discussed above, flaws in EB-weldments had a very significant effect on the fatigue life. There-
fore an exact NDI is very important. Table 3 shows a comparison of the Nil indications with the real size
of the defects in the fracture surface of the specimens after fatigue testing: X-ray or ultrasonic inspec-
tion using the Tornado equipment indicated less than SO % of the flaws present in the specimens correctly.
11 of 93 flaws were not found in the ultrasonic inspection, 38 of 93 flaws were not found in the X-ray in-
spection. Further more, in a high percentage the size of the flaws was underestimated, see Table 3. Using
both NDI methods together nearly 50 % of all flaws were indicated correctly but even 8 of 93 flaws were
not found.

The flaws found in the fracture surface were sharp edged cavities surrounded by areas of microporo-
sity. The cavities were indicated more exactly by both NDI methods but only if they are larger than 1,5mm
in diameter.

6. CONCLUSIONS

- Even when X-ray and ultrasonic inspection are used together flaws may be not found in EB-welds or
their size underestimated.

- Medium size flaws have no remarkable effect on the fracture toughness. Only flaws immediately at
the crack front reduce KIC by about 10 %.

- EB-welds without flaws have no influence on the ultimate tensile strength. However, flaws in the
weld reduce ultimate tensile strength by about 35 %, Fig. 9.

- Flaws have a favourable effect on crack propagation behaviour, but this effect is more than balan-
ced by a large increase of the scatter.

- ES-welds reduce the fatigue strength of Ti A16 V4 by about 20 %. If the weld additionally contains
flaws a further reduction to less than 50 % of the fatigue strength of ES-welds occurs. The flaws
behave like notches equivilant to K t2,5 to 5,0. Furthermore EB-welded specimens with a n d
without flaws show much larger scatter than unwelded notched specimens.

This large scatter of ES-welded specimens is very unfavourable for the application of EB-weldments,
because it has consequences for the allowable stresses in the design of EB-welded components. Even it the
mean values of welded and notched components are similar the allowable stresses of EB-welded components
are much lower because of the higher safety factors due to the large .catter. Therefore in future it may
be necessary to use higher safety factors for the design of highly loaded EB-welds than for the common
notched components.
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Batch Plate No Ultimate Tensile 0.2 Percent Offset Elongation Reduction
Strength Yield Strength AS  of

Rm  
RpO,2 Area

$
MPs NWa

0270 1;2;3;41S 986 977 15 42

058s 6; ? 965 930 11 36

0273 8;9;10 1056 1009 13 39

K-7733 11; 12 1096 1055 17 46

120 13; 14; 1 1110 1081 14 41

Chemical Composition (from material certificate)

Batch Fe C 0 N H Al V Cu Ti

6. 0270 007 0,025 0.12 0,005 0,0035 6,1 3,8 balance

0585 0,05 0,009 0,120 0,007 0,0022 5,8 3,8

0273 0,14 0.01 0,196 0,011 0,0029 6,4 4,0

K-7733 0,175 0,022 0,170 0,014 0.0073 6,2 4,0 0,005 a

120 0,14 0,018 0,180 0,010 0,0100 6,3 4,0

Table 1: Mechanical properties and chemical composition of the
TI A16 V4 base material.

Welding speed 25 mam/sec

acceleration voltage 46 KV

beam current . 300 mA

bom power . 13.8 KW

focusing current 3.64 A

focusing . near surface

working procedure continous beam

bean direction vertical

working distance 180 m

pressure In the chamber - 10
- 4 

Torr

Table 2% Parameters of the EB-eelding procedure
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NDI method total NOI NDI NDI NOI indication < real size
:udber of indication indicat indication

pecimens bt no flaw ), real - real size I class 2 classes flaw
existing [size existing bute Ig i not indicated

Ultra sonic 93 10 6 23 38 5 Tyt ls

Inpet.i:op ie eoer

X-ray 93 - 2 4a 1 38

Ultrasonic 93 10 8 46 16 5 a
+ X-ray

Table 3: Comparison of 11I-Ommalts to real fla size

"Ii-

fat*&u and static tests CT- Spec line crack propoafion tests

Fig. 1: Specien geowitry
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lag lwmedium. size flaw small flaw
A1.2 mm9 0.4 mmO 1.2 mmO 40.4 mmO
surrounded by a zone surrounded by a zone surrounded by a zone
of high microporosity of high microporosity of high microporosity

Fig. Z: Definition of the flaw sizes

Fig. 3: Formation of coarse grained structure in the vicinty

of welding flaws in EB-welded Ti A16 V4
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Is
RMm

no flaws in the flaw in the ligament flaw immediately
fracture surface near the crack front at the crack front

K,=5,3 MPaViim KK 5,4 MPaVM KK =4,S MPayM

Fig. 4: Position of the flaws in the fracture toughness specimens

crack starter

3 5EB -Welded

R = 016

IE 25

20

C Welding flaws

Cycles Nx 10~

Fig. 5: influence of flaws on the crack propagation

behaviour in EB-welded Ti A16 V4
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Fig. 6: Residual static strength of EB-welded Ti A16 04
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* wiou flaws

S200- large flaws flw

s.-.-.--4 medium size flaws
N, N%.N
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Cycles to Failure N

Fig. 7: Influence of flaw size on the fatigue life

of EB-welded Ti A16 V4
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500-
Ti At16 V 4 EB - welded

- 00-

~200-N x.

I.Z.

- notched specimens Kx.
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100
Cycles to Failure N

Fig. 8: Comparison of S-N-curves of EB-welded specimens
and unwelded notched specimens with different Kt

Ti A16 V4

Fracture Toughness Static Strength Fatigue Strength at

-120% KIE Su 10' cycles

100
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Fig. 9: Influence of flaws on the strength of TI A16 V4 -ES-weidments.
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A REAL TIME VISION SYSTEM FOR ROBOTIC ARC WELDING
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ABSTRACT

Fast real-time vision systems for robotic arc welding have been developed and
successfully implemented for seam tracking and kdaptive welding functions (mass and heat
balance). Typical seam tracking errors of 0.3 m were achieved for single pass type
joints (lap, butt, fillet).

In one system the weld preparation profile is first enhanced by a projected laser target

formed by a line and dots. A standard TV camera is used to observe the target image at an
angle. The rapid pre-processor developed by NRCC and Leigh Instruments Inc as part of the
visual aid system of the space shuttle arm is then used to analyse the video signal in real
time.

Another active vision system was develpped in order to proLess more complex types of joints.
It is based on laser flying spot scanning with a mechanically synchronized scanning system for

projection and range finding.

With a passive system the weld preparation temperature is mapped in front of the arc using a

fiber optic bundle. The temperature profile of the joint is then analysed by a

micro-computer.

Because no single sensor is universal, the combination of active and passive systems on
the same robot arm allows the arc welding robot to perform complex tasks.

Furthermore, the use of an off-line programming system greatly simplifies the programing

task of an arc welding robotic workcell equipped with vision sensors.

I- An Integrated robotic arc welding work cell

The arc welding automation problem for small to medium batch applications could only be solved
by the development of adequate real time adaptive welding techniques and of adequate off-line task
planning techniques to form an integrated arc welding system.

Adaptive welding is a combination of two interrelated functions. The first one is seam
tracking. Without it, automation could not go further than the blind repetition of preprogrammed

actions. The torch-to-joint relative position uncertainties caused by the workpiece manufacturing,
the jigging and positioning operations and the robot repeatability are large enough to cause an
unacceptably high proportion of bad welds even if the selected welding parameters are appropriate

to the type of joint.

The second adaptive welding function concerns the heat and mass balance of the process

achieved through the real time control of the welding parameters, mainly arc voltage and current,
wire feed speed and the travel speed. Optimal values of those parameters are strongly related to

the joint geometry variation and also to the thermal caracteristic of the workplace along the
joint. Additional complications arrise from the close interaction that exists between these
parameters. A parameter cannot be adjusted alone. Instead, a reliable and realistic model of the

welding process in use is required and all adjustments should conform to this model. The main
difficulty is caused by the absence of practical sensors which are able to measure directly and in
realtime soe critical caracteristics of the weld like the depth of penetration or the weld bead
metallurgical characteristics. The parameter control relies instead on indirect measurements like

the joint geometry in front of the torch or the joint side temperature. This in fact is an open
loop control system as shown in figure I.
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Off-line task planning is a combination of several interrelated functions. The first function
usually associated with it is trajectory planning. In general this means finding an acceptable
path to welds while avoiding collision and respecting the robot and positioner work envelope. For

arc welding applications, an acceptable path is also one that will keep a given weld
surface-gravity relative orientation. The weld sequence should also be organized to minimize the
workpiece thermal distortion and residual stress. The cycle time should be kept as short as
possible to improve productivity.

The second function to be executed off-line is the gathering of the information required by
the robot to perform the adaptive welding. The torch-to-joint relative position and the target
welding parameters need to be defined.

It is then essential that a counter-reaction strategy be defined. At this stage of
development of the technology it is utopic to think that the robot could incorporate an adequate
counter-reaction strategy for every type of joints and situations and also be able to decide by
itself wich one is to be applied. Instead, we need to execute that function off-line.

What we propose is a combination of those important functions. With our approach the robot is

specialized for welding, not for learning. This is advantageous in cases of diversified production
in small-batch production, where learn runs on a robotic station may occupy a slgnifica portion
of the working hours. For this purpose, an off-line task planning system Integrating
state-of-the-art CAD/CAM technology is well adapted for such task optimization. A block diagram
of such a system is given in figure 2.

2. Vision applied to welding

2.1 Generalities

In order to incorporate real time modifications to the program fed into an automated welding
station (trajectory and process parameters), real time sensing of the relevant weld area
characteristics has to be achieved. In simplified terms, these characteristics are joint axis
coordinates, joint profile characteristics (Ex: gap size for butt welds), pool geometry, and
pool location with respect to the joint axis. Since these characteristics are rather simple
geometrical features whose space coordinates become of relevant significance to improve the
welding operation, artificial vision appears to be an essential tool for adaptive welding.

In addition, the effects of the accumulation of heat in the workpiece during the process, as
well as those of heat sinks or any sources that may change the heat dissipation regimes are
not always properly taken care of in the program. Small adjustments in the setting of the
welding parameters are thus required to assure a sound weld,

These caracteristics of the welding process naturally direct us to the development of two main
kinds of vision systems that complement each other.

2.2 Active vision

2.2.1 NRCC Camera using a projected light stripe

The analysis of the image made by the intersection of a laminar light beam with the
workpiece surface as shown in figure 3 has been the basic approach for seam location
and recognition. Adaptive functions such as seam tracking have been achieved through
this scheme 1-2.

In order to cope with the processing time requirements imposed by the welding
technology the first approach used at NRCC (IMRl) has been to reduce the number of
relevant features in the image from which significant and sufficient information can be
oLained and used to perform the welding adaptive functions. A modular pre-processor
whereby each module is dedicated to a given feature has thus been used to incorporate
vision to welding systems.

The pre-processor is based on a joint development made by the National Aeronautical
Establishment of the NRCC and Leigh Instruments Corporation. It works with a standard
NTSC camera and was first aimed at being a visual aid to the Cansdarm manipulation from
the NASA Space Shuttle 5. Each pre-processor module functions are as follows: a) the
obtention of a binary image, using a preselected threshold contained within a
dynamically programmable rectangular window covering a small portion of the field of
view, and b) the determination of the area and of the first moment of the white level
feature within the window. Image coordinates, and through simple triangulation. space
coordinates of a selected feature within the field of view, are thus obtained at a rate
of 30 Hz. By cleverly selecting a number of relevant features in the image, and by
properly treating the expected relationships between these features, adaptive functions
such as seam tracking of a variety of weld geometries including butt, lap and fillet

joints can be performed. It is in this modular approach that lies the interest of the
vision system for welding developed at NRCC (IMIl). It can cope with welding
travelling speed requirement trends by using rather simple and proven technology.

Figure 4 shows the block diagram of the vision system developed at IRI. As moat
systems, the projection unit uses a laser source and the receiver unit uses an adapted
narrow band filter to eliminate the intense light noise created by the arc. The
optical axes of both units are at an angle so that triangulation can be performed.
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At 1MI, we have chosen to put the projection unit near the torch where it is much less
affected by heat and spatters. The camera is directly subjected to the hard welding
environment. However, the optical components which are directly exposed to the hostile
welding environment are particularly rugged. As it is shown in figure 5, only the
small aperture of the iris is exposed. An internal gaseous pressure or a small
exchangeable window prevents surface contamination by fumes and spatters. This
configuration is appropr'" m aximize the projected light intensity from the laser
source while a lot of at n of the image is required for the camera.

The laboratory prototype of u. Pision head is shown in figure 6. It could be much
further reduced in size by repackaging the camera unit.

The camera image is fed into the pre-processor modules that provide area and first
moments of individually selected features of the image. The microprocessor carries out
logical and sathematical operations to drive the torch coordinates, change the welding
parameters, and window locations in the fild of view. The window locks on the
selected feature, with an imposed relationship between Its center and the centroid of
the feature.

As an example, figure 7 shows the image sensed by the camera for a fillet Joint. The
windows from the four mnodules are superposed. The cross-hair is a representation of
the computer solution. Each module gives the precise coordinates in the image plane of
the surface center of a short section from one of the two lines representing the joint
profile. The line equations are computed from the result of two modules. The joint
position and its orientation are computed from the intersection of the two lines.

Figure 8 shows a 6 axis robot welding a fillet joint (GNAW) whose trajectory (height
and lateral position) is corrected by the vision system. Typical accuracy of 0.3 at
was acheived for the lateral position of the Joint.

2.2.2 MRCC - SRI Camera using a flying spot scanner with synchronized detection.

The first moment method described in the last section is not adequate to deal with the
rather complex joint profile geometry that caracterizes multipass types of joints. It
would certainly give part of the answer hot the detailed measurement of the joint
profile is still required for further analysis. The extraction of the joint profile
from the camera image is a possible solution 1. However, the use of a moving projected
dot with synchronized detection 2 6 7 instead of a projected light stripe is more
promising for the time being because it needs less processing power and because a much
better image contrast can be obtained with the same laser light power.

Figure 9 shows the typical configuration of a geometrically synchronixed scanner. It
Is a prototype developped by Servo-Robot Inc. (SRI)

7 
in collaboration with 8RCC. This

principle is different from other moving dot sensors 8 in that the linear detector
output is almost constant for a flat surface for a very wide field of view. It
simplifies greatly the sensor output processing because the distance information is
available directly. Once calibrated, the camera gives very precise results. Appendix
I gives the specifications of the SATURN camera manufactured by SRI.

The first design step is to define a reference plane for which the detector out r'ut will
be "zero". As it is shown in figure 10, any object surface not aligned with the
reference plane will produce a linear detector output with the following relation if 0
is small:

p - AX - Ze

where p detector output
K constant
Z position of the object surface from the reference plane
0 angle of the intersection of the source and detector axis at the

reference plane. It is desirable to keep it small for a compact camera.

Figure II shows the SATURN camera mounted on a six axis robot and using a seventh axis
to align the camera-torch relative position along the seas.

2.2.3 Discussion

To select a seam tracker from a moving dot or a laminar light beam type of active
vision systems one has to make several considerations.

The most obvious advantage ?f moving dot systems is that the laser light power is more
concentrated (20mw over im instead of aw x 30m). Thus, for the same laser source
power they provide a much better image contrast of the structured light pattern over
the low frequency component of the light noise generated by the arc. For arc welding
processes involving high arc power and for processes such as pulsed or spray GMAW for
which splatters are Inexistant, the light noise low frequency component is the main
source of perturbation experienced. For laminar light beam system, this problem could
be overcome by using a much higher total laser source power or by using a better image
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analysis algorithm. The cost of such high power laser sourse is actually prohibitive.
However the semiconductor laser technology is evolving very fast and low cost lasers
should be available within e few years. On the other hand, the image from a Iainar
light hem system is integrated for a such longer rime (33 smec at 30Hz instead of
tpically 130 usec for the same scanning rate) thus reducing high frequency light noise
as the one created by particle-proec,:ion, fine surface irregularities (ax. grinded
surfaces) or speckle.

The second main advantage associated with moving dot with synchronised scanning systems
is that the detector signal requires much less processing power. This is highly
desirable even if the technology trends are for a tremendous and accelerated increase
In computing power at a low cost and for the development of highly sophisticated and
powerful algorithm usefull for laminar light bean systems.

A laninar light bean system requires no moving parts and allows more rugged optical

configuration to he used in the hostile welding environnement. Using a telecentric
configuration with a small aperture iris the light beam crossing the interference

bilter will be parallel for both types of system. However, because of the much longer
xposure time of each detecting element of the camera compared with the focused-spot

detector, the aperture of the diaphragm is much smaller in the laminar-beam approach
than in the moving-dot approach. This results in a larger depth of field and increased
particle-projection protection (see figure 5) for the laminar-beam techniques. Viewing
distances used In welding are short so a laminar light beam system requires less
space. Synchronized scanning moving dot system lose their advantage over short
distance because of the mechanical size of components.

It is thought that active and passive vision system should be combined on the same
automatic welding system. The same processor used in laminar light beams active vision
systems could then he used in a visible band passive vision system to measure weld
puddle characteristics.

Some more advanced projected liht pattern such as the projection of isolated dots
obtained by a fiber-optic array could also easily be added to a laminar light beam
system.

2.3 Passive vision

2.3.1 Generalities

Passive systems can be divided into reflective or emissive systems, depending on
wheter the observed visual pattern is produced by reflection of the ambient light from
the inspected object, or Wheter it is produced by direct thermal emission from the hot
surface. Passive optical sensors have been used to view directly the thermal emission
from the surface being welded 10-11. The possibility to inspect in real-time the
temperature of the welded materials is very attractive, because the temperature
distribution around the welding pool provides an important information on the welding
status. Measurable variables such as the pool shape, absolute temperature and symmetry
of the temperature distribution are directly related to several welding process
parameters such as joint mismatch, gap and plate thickness fluctuations, arc blow or
the visco-dynamic and thermal conductivity properties of the plates. However, optical
inspection by a video camera or a photodiode array operating in the 0.4 to 1.0 un
spectral range is limited to the welding pool and the surface immediately adjacent,
because thermal emission in this spectral range falls abruptly at temperatures lower
than IO00K. Moreover, arc-shielding is a problem in this spectral range. Operation in
the longer wavelength spectral region is thus preferable in order to increase the
signal-over-arc-background ratio 3. Long-wavelength thernographic inspection during
welding has recently been proposed for the thermal characterisation of the welding
process 12-15. At INRI, with the collaboration of the Welding Institute of Canada
(WIC), a specially designed vision system has been designed from that principle 16.
Figure 12 gives a shematic view of the system.

2.3.2 Passive I.R. vision applied to GNAW.

By mapping the surface temperature of a butt joint in front of the welding torch and by
adequate signal analysis, precise sem tracking was performed. As it was plotted from
a computer simulation (finite element modelling), the diagram at figure 14a shows that
highly visible temperature discontinuities caracterise the position of the joint.
Figure 14b is the typical output from the I.R. line sensors focused along the line
AA of figure 14a. The distance between the two peaks is related to the gap size. The
minimum corresponds to the center of the joint. By moving the lateral torch position
slightly in order to keep the two peaks at the same level, the system could equilibrate
the heat input to the two plates. Using this sensor, joints as the one shown in figure
15 are easily welded.

2.3.3 Passive I.1. vision applied to PAW.

Plaesm arc welding is more and more in use by the industry. It produces a very
controllable arc and is particularly useful for very thin sheet welding (Iam) and for
thick sheet welding (lOme) using the keyhole method. However. the parameter
adjustement required to keep the process in the "keyhole" state is very difficult to
perform and prevents the use of that process in fully automatic welding system.
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I.E. vision constitutes an elegant solution to that problem. by focussing the I.1.
line sensor on the joint surface from the center of the arc to the outside of the weld
puddle it Is possible to detect the keyhole condition as the speed changes. Figure 16
shows typical measurements made from an aluminlum surface which is particularly
difficult to be seen by a welder.

There is a clear signal shape difference between a melt-in condition and a 'keyhole"
condition. This phenomenon is explained by the fact that the gap column inside the
keyhole is more emissive than the solid or liquid metal surface. The reverse situation
appears for steel.

The control strategy in this case could be to use the fastest speed possible in order
to keep the 'keyhole' condition.

2.4 Discussion

The main interest of the passive It approach as comparsd to active light-projection systems
lies in the capability of the former to directly sense the temperature distribution around the
welding pool. Parameters such as the pool width and cooling rate, or the overheating of one
side of the workpiece produced by heat-sink or arc-blowing effects could not he monitored by
active sensors which supply only morphological information.

Sea-tracking capabilities of passive thermal-Lmaging systems appear however to he limited to
butt-welding at low speeds because of the reduced thermal-propagation rate in front of the
welding pool. The integration of the thermal-monitoring capabilities of such sensors with the
morphological information from an incorporated light-projection or reflective sensor would
thus appear to he most convenient at the present state of the technology.

The use of the information provided by the vision systems is not a trivial problem. As it was
stated earlier, there is no direct information available about the caracteristics that need to
be controlled like the depth of penetration or the metallurgical properties. Instead, an open
loop control strategy has to be defined. Since no working theorical model exists for most
welding processes, real-time control strategies have to rely on empirical onea. Because of
the large number of variables to deal with, a systematic test procedure to be executed
off-line needs to be designed.

3. Off-line welding parameter planning

3.1 Generalities

Welding parameter planning is as important for the weld quality as could be trajectory
planning for the robot productivity. It should then be considered as such while developing an
off-line task planning system for robotic arc welding applications.

Current practice in the industry doesn't include any structured method to define welding
parameters. Most of the time, parameter selection is based on the welder experience or on
some documentation available within the company or from standard tables. Successive trials
say e performed in some cases to adjust the parameter values. Usually one parameter is
varied alone for a given test sequence.

Several drawbacks caracterise this approach. First it is human competance dependent. Second,
it gives very little information about the process compared to the work it requires. For
example it doesn't provide Inforsation about parameter tolerances or about quality variation
related to parameter variations. Thirdly, the resulting solution my be acceptable but
probably not optimised. Finally, it certainly gives no information about what kind of welding
parameter variations should be performed for some concievable joint caracteristics variations.

The method proposed by Galopin and Boridy under a joint IUl-TS program looks promising 17.
It is a computer assisted experimentation approach based on statistical analysis of the
experimental results with appropriate selection of experiment characteristics. It is a
systematic approach in that all aspects of the experiments are considered: geometry variation
of the joint, welding parameter variations, material property variations and also all the
quality criteria.

3.2 A systematic method for welding paresoter selection.

3.2.1 Experimnts characteristics definition

Even with simple types of joints many variables have to be considered if uable results
are to be obtained. One my have to make a selection in order to keep the complexity
of the analysis within soa reasonable figures. For example, a butt joint from thin
etal sheets with shear cutted sides experiment should consider the following
variables:

I- sap als
2- alignement errors
3- voltage variation (GNAV)
4- wire feed speed
5- advance speed
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It is then desirable to restrict possible variations of these paramters to some
probable values. Variation margins should however be wide enough to include even some
unacceptable quality results in order to give an operational knowledge of the process
dynamics. For example, the gap size variation liait$ for a butt joint may be computed
from the workplece tolerances and other associated dimensional uncertainties and the
voltage variation limit# may be based on standard tables.

Using the computer, it will then be possible to define the caracteristics of the
experiments by randomly combining the selected welding poramters. This is the only
way to produce workable results from a limited number of tests when there are many
variables. Obviously, the greater the number of experlments the better will be the
reliability and the better will be the resolution of the empirical model that will be
obtained from the analysis.

3.2.2 Experiment results analysis

Some quantifiable quality criterias first need to be defined. For the first welding
pass for example, the depth of penetration should certainly be considered. One may
also be interested by the size or the number of inclusions.

A statistical analysis of the results may then be performed. Polymonial regression
curves are computed to relate the quality with the welding parameters. Depending on
the number of experlments and on the number of variablee, regression factors of the
first, second or third degree will be available.

Using these multidimensional curves, it will then be possible to determine if some
variables are uncorrelated to the weld quality. It will be possible to find maxim
from the multidimensional field or to determine what new experiments to perform in
order to find a 'quality" maximum.

The results from the analysis are of great value for a real time adaptive welding
system. From the statistical analysis, a multidimensional volume in which the weld
quality is found acceptable can be selected thus providing the welding system with a
reliable counter-reactlon model instead of only some target welding parameter values.

CONCLUSION

There is no single sensor that could provide all the information required for adaptive
welding. A possible solution is to combine active and passive sensors within the same vision
system.

It has been demonstrated that the vision head of an active vision system based on the
projection of a laminar light beam can be packed in a small volume while being particularly well
adapted to the welding environment. For simple types of joints (laps, butt and fillets), image
analysis using a simple and fast algorithm is possible.

For the time being, moving-dot active systems are more advantageous because they need less
processing power and a smaller laser source. This contributes to produce a lower cost system. A
state-of-the-art comercial product has been built using such a method.

With the recent introduction on the market of long wavelength (Sun) optic fibers it is now
possible to monitor the temperature down to about 200'C inside and surrounding the welding pool. A
rugged industrial prototype has been built at 15I and successfully used for seam-tracking butt
joints and to measure weld puddle size and position for GNAW and GTAW, and to detect "keyhole"
state for PAW.

We have proposed a practical solution for the selection of welding parameters. The method
gives high level information which would enable efficient real time adaptive arc welding.
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APPENDIX I CHARACTERISTICS OF SRI SATURN CAMERA

Operating wavelength 830 nm
Field of view LO mi x 10 am

Depth of field 100 -m
Scanning frequency range 10 to 100 Hz
Laser power 20 mW
Maximm wmlding current tolerance 500 A
X and Y precision + 0,2 me
(st a range of 10 m)
Overall dimensions 100 x 60 x 60 m
Overall weight 800 Gr



Welding parameters:]

PROCESS MOIDEL - Voltage and current
- Wire feed speed
- Advance speed

Joint geometry in Weld ciracteristics:
front of the torch,

- Depth of penetration

To of joint sides, - Weld bead section
etc. - metallurgy

FIGURE I - Adaptive welding using an open loop strategy
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FIGURE 2 - $lock diagram showing an ideal integrated automatic welding system.
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FIGURE 3 - Intersection of a laminar light beam with the spaced plates to be melded (a) and its
image viewed from the camera displayed on a monitor (b)
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analyse the next image

from the camera

ARA AND FIRST ,OMENTS OF THE
WHITE LEVEL FEATURE INSIDE EACH

WINDOW

compute the next window sizes
and positions in order to place
the selected singularlties in
the desired region of the windows

check for any malfunction

compute welding parameters and
end it to the welding equipment I
controller
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FIGURE 4 - Vision system based on the first moment technique.
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£ Detector

b Interference filter

c Spherical lens

d Small aperture in the

plastic covered b
aluminum shield

Ig

Aligned optic fibers I

e ' I

g Cylindrical lens

FIGURE 5 - Optic configuration of the vision system based on the first moment technique

Fei

FIGURE 6 - Vision Head prototype of fhu system basled on the first mtoment technique.



FIGURE 7 Camera image of the intersection of the laminar light beam with the fillet joint. The
rectangular window and the crossed hairs are supperposed by the computer.

FIGURE 8 -The trajectory of a six axis robot is corrected (height and lateral position) while
welding (GMAW) of fillet joint using the first moment vision system.
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m~cz

FIGURE 9 -Saturn Vision head from Servo-Robot FIGURE 10 -Synchronized Geometry
Inc* isa an example of geometrically
synchronized scanner.

FIGURE 11 The Saturn camera is mounted on a mix axs robot using a seventh axis to enable its
rotation around the torch.
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FIGURE 15 - Exaple of an irrigular welding path followed by a GMAW head guided by a fiber-optic
thermographic sensor, before and after welding.
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FIGURE 16 - Emission profile taken from far outside the weld pool created by a PAW torch up to the
center. Material is Aluminum 6061-T 6.
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SUMMARY

The study program conducted and presented in this technical publication was
performed at the testing laboratories of Hughes Helicopters, Inc., Culver City,
California. Preproduction feasibility studies were performed on laboratory type inertia
welded specimens of Nitralloy "N" and 18 Nickel Maraging 250 Grade Steel prior to a full-
scale engineering development program. The full-scale program consisted of producing
scaled down drive shaft components to produce engineering test parts and to develop
process control parameters for guide lines in the production program. Initial studies
consisted of a metallurgical development program to arrive at a satisfactory post aging
cycle for the composite or dual alloy drive shaft. In addition, metallurgical and static
and dynamic tests were made from coupons excised from inertia-welded assemblies to estab-
lish structural behavior. Several sub-scale inertia-welded test specimens were tested
in torsion loading to develop flight structural performance. Torsion tests on sub-scale
inertia-welded components showed the inertia weld exhibited strength characteristics
equal or better than the parent metal for the Nitralloy "N" alloy component. The
improved two-alloy, inertia-welded components shows an avproximate weight saving of 10
to 15 pounds over a drive shaft produced from Nitralloy 'N". This is due to a higher
strength/weight ratio of 18 Nickel Maraging 250 Grade Steel as compared to Nitralloy "N".

INTRODUCTION

Strength/weight improvement and enhanced performance characteristics are critical
challenges to aerospace engineers in the rotary wing industry. Improvements can be in
the form of usin? metallic or combinations of metallic materials or a substitution of
composite (nonfetallic) materials and metallic alloys. Resulting weight reduction can
provide improved payloads and efficiency.

The AH-64 military helicopter is a high technology, rotary wing aircraft whose
mission provides:

• Day, night and adverse weather operations

• Multiple firepower options, long range target acquisition detection and
destruction

" Precise navigation

" Improved combat survivability

* High reliability

The AH-64 has advanced state-of-the-art materials built into its systems and
structures, including:

" High purity, high strength aluminum alloys (structural applications)

* Electroslag-refined, low alloy, high strength steels for ballistic and
structural applications

* High performance with improved fracture toughness titanium alloys

$ High strength, precision-rolled, corrosion-resistant alloys for rotor blade
and special design structures

This presentation will review the engineering and manufacturing studies and the
development program which preceded the implementation of the inertia welding of the
three-piece drive shaft for the AH-64 production program. The early development program
and the prototype aircraft, of which approximately seven aircraft were produced, had a
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one-piece drive shaft. This component was produced from a forged billet approximately
7 inches in diameter by 60 inches in length. The alloy used is known as Nitralloy "N".
This alloy contains aluminum and nickel in sufficient quantities to provide it with
secondary hardening characteristics. One of its advantages over other nitriding grades
of steel is its ability to minimize distortion during the nitriding cycle. The nitrided
surface provides for excellent wear on the teeth and the pitch line of the gears.

Although nitriding is employed to produce a hard case on the teeth of the drive
shaft, one of the most serious deficiencies that occurs during the nitriding process is
a thin layer of nitride needles (white in color) that appear on the surface with sharp
spikes. These spikes act as stress raisers. This white layer must be removed to pre-
clude early failures of the teeth in service. The white layer is usually removed by
machining or grinding methods.

OBJECTIVE

The purpose of this engineering test program was to develop metallurgical and fatigue
data for inertia-welded Nitralloy "N" to 18 Nickel Maraging 250 Grade Steel, and to devel-
op acceptable weld procedures for production of a higher strength, lower weight, main rotor
drive shaft.

CONCLUSION

The results of this investigation are as follows:

1. Feasibility trials on miniature specimens for inertia welding the two alloys were
successful.

2. A post-aging cycle was developed for the dual-alloy material that yielded excellent
static and fatigue properties which could be used for a production hardware
program.

3. Fatigue specimens excised from scaled-up inertia-welded test components produced
excellent test results.

4. Full-section test specimens which simulated the production main rotor drive shaft
were tested in torsion and exhibited excellent flight structural performance
characteristics.

5. The inertia-welded, dual-alloy, torsion test specimens exhibited structural capabil-
ity equal to or better than the parent metal for the Nitralloy "N" one-piece drive
shaft.

6. Metallurgical examination of the inertia-welded material showed an excellent
martensite conducive to good fatigue behavior after welding, with the supplemental
heat treatment.

7. Microhardness tests performed on metallurgical specimens of the inertia-welded dual
alloy material indicate good hardness recovery after the post welding aging cycle.

8. The inertia-welded main rotor drive shaft has been established as a reliable
production process.

9. The three-piece drive shaft results in a weight savings that is critical to
improved performance of the helicopter.

TEST PROCEDURE

The materials utilized for this experimental test program are as follows:

1. Nitralloy "N" procured to Specification HMS 6-1133.

(a) Chemical composition:

Element Minimum Maximum

Carbon 0.21 0.26
Manganese 0.50 0.70
Silicon 0.20 0.40
Phosphorus 0.025
Sulfur 0.025
Chromium 1.00 1.25
Nickel 3.25 3.75
Molybdenum 0.20 0.30
Aluminum 1.10 1.40
Copper 0.35
Iron Remainder Remainder
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(b) Chemistry of material:

C I M P Cr Cu I All

0.25 I 0.61 i0.010 1 0.002 i .0.39 3.29 1.19 0.26 0.05 1.12

(c) Room temperature static mechanical properties after aging (reference Table II
HMS 6-1133):

P/N 7-113100094 Coupling, Drive Shaft Lower
P/N 7-113100096 Coupling, Drive Shaft Upper

Ultimate Tensile Strength 180,000 psi

Minimum (1241 MPa)

Tensile Yield Strength 170,000 psi
Minimum (1172 MPa)

Elongation 2 in. (51 mm) 10
Percent Minimum

Reduction of Area 40
Percent Minimum

(d) Static mechanical properties after full heat treatment including aging:

Ultimate Tensile Strength 192,000
psi 193,500

Tensile Yield Strength 181,000
psi 184,300

Elongation, Percent in 2 inches 16.1
15.3

Percent Reduction of Area 49.9
50.4

2. 18 Nickel Maraging 250 Grade Steel procured to Specification HMS 6-1080 (test

material for center section, three-piece drive shaft).

(a) Chemical composition:

Element Minimum Maximum

Carbon 0.03
Nickel 17.0 19.0
Cobalt 7.0 8.50
Molybdenum 4.6 5.20
Titanium 0.30 0.50
Aluminum 0.05 0.15
Copper 0.50
Chromium 0.50
Manganese 0.10
Silicon 0.10
Phosphorus 0.010
Sulfur 0.010

(b) Chemical analysis:

C Si Mn S P W IW Cr V Mo Co Ni

0.014 0.04 0.05 0.009 0.007 0.21 4.83 8.28 18.38

Al Ti Cu B Zr Ca Ta Nb 02 N2  H2 Ppml

0.11 0.48 0.10 0.003 0.011 0.05
(Added)

L
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(c) Mechanical properties after ap' 'n accordance with HMS 6-1080 (4.0 to 10.0 in.
(102.0 to 254.0 mm) in diame, square):

Property Long. Trans.

Ultimate Tensile Strength ksi (MPa) 245 (1724) 245 (1724)
Ultimate Yield Strength ksi (MPa) 240 (1655) 240 (1655)
Elongation, Percent, 2 in. (51 mm) 4D 5.0 3.0
Percent Reduction in Area 30.0 20.0

(d) Room temperature static mechanical properties:

Ultimate Tensile Strength 254,100 psiUltimate Yield Strength 247,400 psi
Elongation 6.0Z

Reduction of Area 30.0%

PRELIMINARY INERTIA WELD TEST SPECIMENS

Six pre-trial inertia weld test specimens, one inch in diameter by four inches in
length, were fabricated from Nitralloy "N" and heat treated to their full strength level.

Six additional specimens of the same configuration but made from 18 Nickel Maraging
250 Grade Steel were heat treated to their full strength level.

One each of the Nitralloy "N" fatigue specimens and one each of the 18 Nickel
Maraging 250 Grade Steel test specimens were joined by inertia welding to evaluate the
weld zone and to determine the static mechanical properties of the weld after post-aging
at 975°F to restore the static strength after welding.

The results of static mechanical property tests that were excised from the inertia
weld test specimens are shown below.

Ultimate Tensile Elongation, Percent
Specimen Tensile Yield Percentage in Reduction
Number Strength Strength 2 in. of Area

1 188,000 178,000 13.0 50
2 189,000 181,000 13.0 53
3 188,000 180,000 13.0 53

Microscopic examination and microhardness tests of the inertia-welded materials are

shown in Figures I through 6.

Figure 1 shows the macrostructure of the inertia-welded test specimen.

Figure 2 shows the weld interface between the maraging steel and the Nitralloy "N".
The dark etching zone is the Nitralloy "N" alloy. The lighter etching zones are areas
that appear to have been less affected by heat from the weld process.

Figure 3 depicts the weld interface of the two alloys.

Figure 4 shows the heat affected zone of the Nitralloy "N".

Figure 5 shows the typical microstructure of Nitralloy "N" material. This alloy
exhibits excellent martensite formation after the secondary aging or tempering operation.

Figure 6 shows the microstructure of the 18 Nickel Maraging 250 Grade Steel after
aging to full strength.

SUMMARY OF METALLURGICAL EXAMINATION

I. No evidence of weld defects were observed in the cross section of the maraging
steel/Nitralloy "N" inertia weld examined.

2. The Nitralloy "N" revealed a rehardened zone immediately adjacent to the weld
interface and an overaged zone at the edge of the heat affected zone.

3. The heat affected zone on the maraging steel side was approximately twice as wide
as the size of the heat affected zone on the Nitralloy "N" side.

Figure 7 illustrates the hardness traverse across the inertia weld. The hardness
of the heat affected zone is indicated in addition to the parent metal hardness.

. . .. .. ... ... ... ... .. . . . " . . .. . ' _ _.. . ....... ... ....' _ _
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COUPON FATIGUE TESTS

Tubular material approximately three and one half inches in diameter with one
quarter to three eighths of an inch in wall thickness and six to eight inches in length.
of which one side was fabricated from Nitralloy "N" and heat treated to full strength and
the opposite side was produced from 18 Nickel Maraging 250 Grade Steel that was aged to
full strength, was inertially welded. Following the weld ?rocess, a post-aging cycle
was employed, at two different temperatures, 925*F and 950 F.

Figure 8 illustrates the specimen geometry from a side view of the torsional load
fatigue test. These tubular specimens were used to excise coupons for fatigue tests.
Figure 9 illustrates the configuration of the fatigue specimen excised from inertia-
welded torsional fatigue specimen. Figure 10 illustrates the test setup used to perform
the fatigue tests on the inertia-welded test specimens. Figure 13 describes the results
of the axial load fatigue tests as plotted in the form of an S/N curve (Stress/Life Dia-
gram). This data is generated from specimens that were aged at two different tempera-
tures, 925*F and 950*F. Figure 12 illustrates the weld trial specimen for establishment
of the proper weld parameters. Figure 13 illustrates the inertia-welded, three-piece,
main rotor drive shaft.

Figure 1. Inertia Weld. Macrophoto-
graph of the weld between 18 Nickel
Maraging 250 Grade Steel (right) and
Nitralloy "N" (left). 2.9X. Nital Etch

Figure 2. Weld Interface. Arrow indi-
cates the weld interface between the
margng steel (right) and Nitralloy"N" (left). The Nitralloy "N" revealed
a dark etching zone (A), a light etch-
ing zone (B), and an intermediate
etching zone (C). 50X, Nital Etch
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Figure 3. Weld Interface. "Fingers"
of weld penetration between the
Nitralloy "N" (left) and the maraging
steel (right) were displayed. l00X,

S Nital Etch

- ,Figure 4. Nitralloy "N" Heat Affected
Zone. Photomicrograph showing the
microstructural differences between
the dark and light etching zones of
the heat affected zones of the-- Nitralloy "N" alloy. 400X, Nital Etch

Figure 5. Nitralloy "N". Typical
microstructure of the Nitralloy "N"
base metal. 400X. Nital Etch
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~Figure 6. Maraging Steel. Typical

moicrostructure of the 18 Nickel
Maraging Grade 250 Steel base metal.-400X, Ni tal Et ch
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Figure 7. Plot of the Hardness Traverse
Acrosa the Inertia Weld
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AXIAL FATIGUE TESTS
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DISCUSSION SUMMtARY
SESSION IV REPAIR TECHNIQUES

by

MARKO YANISHEVSKY

QUALITY ENGINEERING TEST ESTABLISHMENT
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The objective of the fourth session of the Advanced Joining of Materials Specialist Meeting II
was to examine state of the art repair techniques. Four papers were presented describing improved methods
of joining metallic materials, measures for correcting inherent manufacturing defects, and techniques for
repairing metallic material which has seen service-induced deterioration. Regrettably, the paper on
"Healing of Fatigue Cracks in the Aircraft Steel 1.7734 by Repair Welding" was removed from the programe.

The first paper described a TIG Plasma Keyhole welding technique, for joining cast aluminum
materials, being employed at Swiss Aluminum Ltd. To date this technique has exhibited particular effect-
iveness in eliminating cracking at the weld bead/parent metal interface in high copper content aluminum
castings, which currently present formidable joining difficulties. With further development of TIG Plasma
Keyhole welding, cast aluminum materials may foreseeably find use in high stress applications.

The remaining three papers addressed advanced repair techniques for damaged aircraft engine com-
ponents. The described techniques themselves were all substantially different; however, they all shared
a common concern which requires further development - effective cleaning of the surfaces to be joined.

The paper presented by J. Lesgourgues from SNECMA on "The Application of the Rechargement - Brasage -
Diffusion (RBD) Process to the Deposition of Anti-Wear Alloys" was of particular interest. RBD is a novel
process which allows repair of worn and damaged superalloy parts through the application of new surfaces
via diffusion brazing. The procedure is simple in principle. Selected powders are blended together, and
following chemical and thermochemical cleaning of the part in a fluoride atmosphere, these are applied to
components in the form of powder transfer tape or via self-reservoir preforms. Several hundred of these
preparations are then simultaneously put through a short thermal cycle in a vacuum furnace to complete the
repair.

The discussion which followed the presentation addressed specific details about the powder blends
used in the RBD process. The powders utilized in the RBD process can be modified for each ipplication.
They consist of a base metal, filler and special additives. The base metal is typically superallo, though
the exact chemical composition may be very different from the parent material. The filler metal used is
typically nickel, silicon and boron, or nickel, chromium and boron. (Titanium, aluminum and tungsten
affect the brazing stage and should be avoided). Specific additives are used to improve the cherical
composition of the powder and to enhance melting at specific temperatures. Since elements that lower the
melting point of the powder diffuse out during the thermal cvcle, it is possible to use reraired components
at temperatures higher than that required for the original melt. Through proper preform preparation,
extensive extra machining can be avoided, adding to the simplicity and apparent economy of the process.
In the discussion, HIPing was suggested as an added step to the process. SNECMA did not consider HIPing
due to it being relatively expensive; moreover the RBD procedure as described appeared to adequately
repair cast engine parts. The RBD process is available and is currently being employed by some repair
firms.

A second technique that has shown promise for the repair of turbine engine materials is the
Diffusion Densification Healing (DDH). presented by A.T.A. Mom from NLR. In this work both welding and
DDH were evaluated for the repair of FIO0 turbine vanes. Conventional welding of the vanes was first
attempted; however, it caused excessive microcracking in the heat affected zone and many convex cooling
holes were being plugged with weld material. Of 157 weld-repaired vanes, 56 had to be scrapped. DDH was
developed by Chromalloy Corporation to overcome this problem. During the discussion questions were posed
addressing details of material preparation for DDH and the HIPing requiremen.. Preparation for DDH
involves the removal of the vane coating (de-alwminization) gaseous fluoride cleaning for oxide removal,
welding of large cracks, bonding of the remaining cracks with a superallov bonding mixture, typically
consisting of Inconel 6-2-5 base material with a filler, HIPing of the repaired part and finally recoating
of the vane. HIPing was found to be particularly necessary to prevent coating delamination. The repaired
vanes were tested under an elaborate simulation of service conditions in weich the DDH repaired vanes per-
formed substantially better than the conventionally weld repaired vanes.

The last paper of the session dealt with the repair of gas turbine compressor blades. Paul Lowden
of Liburdi Engineering described a series of welding, diffusion brazing and vacuum plasma spraying
techniques. Microcracking in the heat affected zone was prevalent in all of the techniques. To overcome
some of these problems. it was recognized that the filler material must be properly matched with the parent
metal and both pre and post weld treatments would be required to improve the performance of the parts.

From the presentations, it was evident that many problems remain unsolved. Discussions after the
presentations centered on cleaning techniques, metal fillers and qualification of the repair techniques.
Proper component preparation and cleaning were recognized as the key steps determining the effectiveness
of a repair technique. Much more consideration is still necessary to improve this step in most repair
processes. The preparation of metal fillers is also of great importance, since improper selection may
render a given technique useless in specific applicetions. Some opinions were expressed on the use of
HIPing to enhance already developed techniques. Finally, it was recognized that to fully qualify a
technique, much more extensive testing under service type conditions must be performed to ensure the per-
formance of the repaired components.
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Future ACARD Specialist Meetings on Advanced Joining of Materials could consider addressing the
Joining/fastening of hybrid materials i.e. metallic to composite and composite to composite. As well, the
repair of composite materials is a rapidly growing area where much research and development efforts are
being concentrated worldwide. All these subject areas could be reviewed in terms of available state-of-the-
art processes, methods of inspection and necessary qualification techniques.

PO
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WELDING OF ALUMINIUM CASTINGS
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CH-8212 Neuhausen am Rheinfall

Switzerland

SUMMARY

Developments in the field of electronics have recently made available new methods and
power sources which enable even the most difficult aluminium casting alloys to be welded
economically. Each method has specific applications where it is optimally employed. The
be-t results in fabrication welding are obtained with the TIG-PLASMA-KEYHOLE process.
With this method the normal classification of casting alloys into those which weld easi-
ly and those which weld badly no longer applies. Excellent welds can be obtained for
example with the high strength AlCu alloys. The flawless, fine grained weld bead pro-
vides mechanical properties equivalent to those of the parent metal - both under static
and fatigue loading conditions.

The best results in finish and repair welding have been obtained using TIG welding
with variable polarity. If due care is taken, this method also enables excellent results
to be achieved under all types of loading conditions.

Examples where the described methods are successfully employed include not only air-
craft constructions but also parts for railway vehicles and electrical switch-gear.

INTRODUCTION

Welded structures incorporating high strength aluminium casting alloys and having a
favourable cost/property ratio would have excellent opportunities in the transportation
field. The use of the correct welding technique to meet the high standards required
there is, however, an important prerequisite for penetrating that market.

Two of the properties which diminish the weldability of aluminium in general are its
high thermal conductivity and strong tendency to oxidise. Additional problems, due to
the special characteristics of cast material are, however, encountered when welding
castings. Solving these problems calls for considerable effort and expense - the magni-
tude of which depends of course on the demands to be made of the joint. If the castings
only have to hold together then all casting alloys can be rated "easily weldable". If
the requirements are higher than this e.g. specific mechanical properties, air tightness
or surface finish, then the number of alloys that can be easily welded is reduced to
only a few. The reasons for this are as follows:

1. No casting can ever be considered quite perfect and any imperfections at that stage
can of course interfere considerably with the quality of the weld. Microporosty and
occluded oxide for example can lead to pores, stringers and inclusions etc. in the
weld bead.

2. Local differences in structure arise during the solidification of the casting with
the result that low melting point constituents form in the interdendritic regions.
Under the influence of the heat of welding these remelt and open jip as cricks imme-
diately next to the weld bead.

3. Very large temperature gradients exist during welding. Together with the shrinkage
that occurs on solidification of the weld pool, these s'eep thermal gradients produce
internal stresses immediately next to and in the wild bead. In some cases such
stresses can exceed the tensile strength of the materials the result can then be
thermal cracking and hot tearing of the weld bead duE to the lack of metal feed to
compensate for shrinkage.

High grade welds can be expected therefore only from a process which takes these
problems into account.

TERMIWOLOGY

The welding of casting alloys can be usefully divided into three groups:

Fabrication Welding

Welding together two castings which are integral parts of the final assembly.

Finish Welding (Repair Welding)

Eliminating flaws which have arisen during the production of a component (e.g.
casting flaws, flaws produced during machining etc. of the component). In English
speaking countries this is also known as repair welding. The nature of the flaw is,
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however, usually quite different from the types of flaw arising in service (fracture,
fatigue cracks). Also, the circumstances under which the flaw can be detected and the
repair carried out are usually more favourable than those prevailing in service (familia-
rity with the part and alloy design criteria, expertise and equipment available) so that
it seems appropriate to distinguish between production "corrections" and the higher-risk
in-service repairs.

Restoring a part which has been damaged in service so that is again operational. This
aspect is not dealt with in the present work.

Aluminium casting alloys for all three groups have come to be broadly subdivided - in
terms of weldability - so that Si-containing alloys are considered readily weldable
while Cu-containing alloys have only limited weldability. Of course this classification
depends very much on the welding method used, and on the workpiece in question.

FABRICATION WELDING

If all the welding methods available today are compared for their technical and
economic suitability for joining aluminium castings, then TIG-Plasma- Keyhole welding
scores best. The joints made by this method are excellent in every respect viz.,

" largely free of pores and shrinkage cavities

* fine structure

* no adverse effects on the adjacent parent metal due to crack formation

* excellent mechanical properties under static and fatigue loading.

These characteristics are dealt with in greater detail below in connection with
specific examples.

STRUCTURE

Plasma-Keyhole welding [1,2) is in principle controlled plasma cutting - with the
difference that, instead of leaving a gap, a weld seam is formed. The plasma stream that
penetrates the material creates an approx. 4 mm diameter hole which is present
throughout the whole of the welding operation i.e. moving at a speed of about 15 cm/min.
through the material. Behind the hole the molten filler metal flows into the gap under
the forces of gravity, surface tension and the pressure of the inert gas. The result is
a weld seam that exhibits excellent properties. The special way of creating the weld
bead means that as a rule it is only possible to operate with the welding gun horizontal
and the workpiece vertical.

The geometry of the resultant weld bead has a low notch profile i.e. the kind of
notch effect caused by excessive filler material at the crown and root of the weld. The
structure of the weld bead is very fine compared with that of the parent cast metal (3].
There is no porosity or shrinkage voids, and the transition from the parent metal to the
weld bead - always a critical region - is also uniform and free of flaws.

MECHANICAL PROPERTIES

Static Loading

The high quality of the weld structure is reflected in the good values obtained by
uniaxial tensile testing: test pieces stressed perpendicular to the direction of welding
fractured far from the weld bead. By providing notches in the weld bead it was possible
to induce fracture there. In that case e.g. with welded KOl (G-AlCu4MgAgTi) artificially
age hardened after welding (T6), a tensile strength of 515 MPa was obtained compared
with 430 MPa in the parent metal. The fracture surface lay at 45" to the direction of
loading, which indicates good ductility in the material. This combination of good
ductility and high strength also results in an approx. 25 % improvement in fracture
toughness at the middle of the weld seam compared with that of the parent metal (fig.
1). This means that the weld bead is able to arrest or at least slow-up cracks growing
into it from the parent metal.

When determining fatigue strength it is advisable not to use test pieces from very
short welded lengths. The cooling conditions at such welds are not comparable with those
in real structures, and the different internal stresses created could lead to wrong
conclusions. For this reason a cast pipe-shaped component was designed to provide
suitable test pieces [3). The overall dimensions of that component were 1200x15Ox1OO mm
with a wall thickness of 8 mm. For fatigue testing this was divided longitudinally or
transversely and then welded together again. After heat treatment the component was
fatigue tested as whole on a 3 point bend type testing rig. The result is a very close
simulation of practical conditions.
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The purpose of these trials was to obtain for design purposes concrete information
about the load-bearing capacity of the welded joint under fluctuating load conditions.
As some dependence on alloy type was to be expected, three different, but typical alloys
were welded (for mechanical properties see 141).

Alloy B3 is in fact an experimental alloy containing about 4.5 % Cu and exhibiting
good strength, ductility and toughness. The most striking result with that material was
that the longitudinally welded pipes were able to withstand a higher load for the same
number of cycles than the non-welded pipes (fig. 2). Pipes with transverse welds suffered
no loss in performance. Similar results were obtained with the AlSi7Mg alloy A 356.

The performance of the well known, high strength alloy K01 (A 201, G-AlCu4MgAgTi)
containing silver varied somewhat. The fatigue properties of the longitudinally welded
pipe were the same as those of the non-welded pipe. Transversly welded lengths supported
slightly lower loads, especially in the high load / low cycle range (fig. 3). K01 is not
as tough as B3 therefore the notch effect of the transverse weld has a negative effect
on the load bearing capacity of the former.

FABRICATION WELDING - CONCLUSIONS

The results obtained here show that TIG-Plasma-Keyhole welding yields excellent
mechanical properties with high strength casting alloys. It is therefore conceivable
that welded castings could be employed in highly stressed systems. The comparative ease
of producing smaller individual parts means that such welded structures would offer
significant cost savings over a much more complicated single casting.

It would be possible e.g. with alloy K01 which is difficult to cast, to manufacture
assemblies which would be impossible to cast (or if so then only at the expense of a
high reject rate).
Furthermore, these results and experience from practical welding indicate that the
origi.3l classification of alloys with respect to weldability is no longer valid. The
Cu-containing alloys in general, and 101 in particular, are readily weldable, without
problem. With the Si-containing casting alloys weld bead porosity can be a problem if
optimum welding conditions are not observed exactly. In spite of that, these alloys can
also be classified as readily weldable.

This form of welding is most important in relation to difficult-to-cast parts. The
difficulty in casting can be due to the alloy or to the size and shape of the part in
question. The Cu-containing 101 alloy is an example of the first of these categories,
SF-6 housings (which can be up to 2 m in height) an example of the second. Both
categories have in common a large financial penalty if the part has to be scrapped
because of relatively small flaws. In the extreme this could even determine whether a
part can continue to be produced by the foundry.
Only a widely accepted method for finish welding can be of help in such cases. At
present finish welding is in fact an art which depends on the experience of the
individual welder. Consequently each welding job is highly specific and does not easily
fall into a series of categories or classification.

The most important parameters affecting finish welding are:

" Alloy composition

* Casting geometry (shape, wall thickness, stiffness)

" Condition (heat treatment)

" Requirements of the part and place to be corrected (air tightness,
mechanical properties, surface finish)

Giving due regard to these aspects, the following parameters then have to be determined:

* Preheat temperature

" Filler metal

" Welding method

CRACK SUSCEPTIBILITY

In the following an attempt has been made to chart out the problem and an approach to
solving it using a simple model for this purpose. Consider a model workpiece (fig. 4)
featuring three different classes of crack susceptibility.

Class 1 means "highly susceptible to cracking", and applies to places where there are
large differences in wall thickness and geometrically stiffened zones.

Class 2 (susceptible to cracking) refers mainly to flaws in the middle of a free
surface.

Class 3 (less susceptible to cracking) applies to all edges.
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The correct welding parameters can then be obtained from a set of tables. This is de-
monstrated by way of example for the alloy 101. Table la lists the preheating temperatu-
res for the various crack susceptibility ratings and welding methods.

Examples

In practice this takes the following form. A component exhibited fine cracks in the
K01 casting which had to be repaired. According to the model these belonged to crack
susceptibility class 1. The table indicates that using the TIG square wave technique the
part has to be preheated to at least 250'C. The welds made under these conditions were
perfect in every respect and pass all relevant tests.
A second example involves a large housing made of the Si-rich alloy A 356 (G-AlSi7Mg)
[51. By error a threaded hole was made in the wrong place. The location of the flaw
indicated a crack susceptibility of about class 2. This meant that the part could be put
in order by using TIG DCSP He welding without any preheating (Tab. ib).

FATIGUE LOADING CAPACITY

In the transportation field where the part has to withstand fluctuating loads the
question quickly arises as to what loads such welds are capable of supporting. Only on
the basis of this data and the distribution of the stresses in the part in service is it
at all possible to judge whether finish welding is in fact permissible.

This point will receive increasingly more attention in our laboratories. Some initial
results, however, are already available. The cast tube described above lends itself well
for this purpose as flaws can be simulated in various places from the lowest stressed to
the highest stressed regions. This enables a series of W6hler curves to be obtained
(fig. 5) or a particular type of repair weld and with that a good indication of the load
bearing capacity of the repaired part under specific conditions.

FINISH WELDING - CONCLUSIONS

In conclusion it should be emphasised that establishing these fatigue strength values
is an important aspect of a further reaching aim viz., to make finish welding a gener-
ally accepted method in product manufacture. To achieve that aim, it is most important
that such investigations help establish suitable, systematic welding methods and proce-
dures of the form mentioned at the start.
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Alloy: G-AICu4MgAgTi
Welding mo tho TIG DCSP TIG TIG

SusceptibilitS urew v
to cracking cilSuaesav

1 RT -80 0 C 250 0C > 250 OC

2 RT-500C 100 0C > 100 OC

r3 RT RT -50 0 C > 100 OC

Alloy: G-AISi

rWelding method TIG DCSP TIG TIG
seetibill

um Square wave

1 RT -80 0 C 100 0C > 100 OC

2 RT 500C > 50 0C

3 RT RT RT-800C

Alloy: G -AlICu

Wedng~ TIG DCSP TIG TIG
uscptiiloli _________Square wave

I RT -80 0 C 100-2000 C > 200 OC

2 RT-500C 1000C > 100 0C

3 RT RT RT-100C

Table 1la c

Preheating temperatures for various crack susceptibility classes, welding processes and
allays Ola: K01 T6; 1b: AISI-type; 1c: AICu-type).
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SUMMARY

Initially, the "Rechargement-Irasage-Diffusios" (R8D) * was developed by SNECXA to solve problens occu-
ring during assembly and repair of cast superalloys turbine parts. Beyond tile letaliurgical possibili-
ties it offers, this process has proved to be economical. Subsequent developments in this field have

shown it was possible to apply alloys with specific characteristic, e.g. antiwear properties. This

paper presents various applications of the R91 process, mainly in the fieid of wear protection.

1. INTRODUCTION

One of the purposes of aetallurgy in the field of ttrbine engines is to develop and use sore
and more resistant materials at Increasing teaperuturen. Unfortunately, although quite loSically, the

l,provements made in the field of metallic alloys are bound with increasing difficuities in applying

aetallurgical Assembly techniques.

This problem is particularly critical with cast siperalLoys

- brazing, resulting in an heterogeneous bonding, does not proide sttIsfactory mechanical cha-

racteristics in most applications,

- fusion welding locally produces very high stress levels hitch the limited ductility of mate-
rials does not balance. A frequent and direct consequence Is hot cracking.

This shortcoming of traditional techniques has been partially solved by tine development of diff,-

sion bonding processes, especially diffusion-brazing coshbining brazing technological simplicity with a

good bonding quality.

To extend the limits of the first DFB processes (1) (2). a new category of techniques has been

developed consisting in using prealioyed powders as filler metal.

The RBOD process developed by SNIECA belongs to this category. Used alone or combined with DFB, ROD

solved many problems of assembly or repair on superalioy turbine parts (3). Its economical interest
gave the impulse to new studies to extend its use to coating and surfacing concurrently with tradi
tLional processes : TIC welding, plasma spraying or more recent techniques such as laser beaa coating.

This work has shown that this process could solve various specific problems through the determina-

tion of the nature of prealloyed powders and of the thermal cycle. For I istance, large size and aceu-
rate features can be produced or surfacing can be provided with specific properties such as antiwear

resistance (4).

The purpose of this paper is to describe the ROD characteristics and applications, more particu-

larly in relation to antivear protection.

S"Rechargement-Brasage-Diffusion" (ROD) stands for coating or surfacing by diffusion-brazing.
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2. RgD PRINCIPL AND PROPERTIES

The principle of RBD consists in determining the nature and proportions of a prealloyed powder
mixture capable of being sintered and brcaed by applying a thermal cycle.

The RED specificity lies in the determination of the mixture constituents including

a) a base powder which does not melt during the thermal cycle. It is chosen from well known
superalLoy grades (nickel or cobalt base). This powder, whose proportion in the mixture
usually varies from 75 to 85 %, is the main element giving its final properties to the
applied RED material.

b) a filler metal used to diffusion-braze the grains of the base powder and of the shape crea-
ted on the part. Generally an alloy with a simple constitution is chosen. For instance, the
simultaneous presence of St-B and Cr, W, Ho (etc) elements is rejected in order to obtain
satisfactory physical properties (capillarity, wettabiltty, etc). Consequently the filler
metal proportion in the mixture may be rather small; it seldom exceeds 25 X. So the final
proportion of St and/or B in the applied metal is very low, which provides the following
advantages :

* good ductility In the deposit
l limitation of the chemically affected area in the part setal, hence the possibility to
multiply the nuaber of interventions.

c) specific additives, also in the form of powders, to adjust the chemical composition, if
necessary, or give the alloy special properties.

Unlike other processes of the same category, the overall composition of the applied RBO material
may be very different from the composition of the parts. This composition is always determined accor-
ding to its own properties with regard to the intended application. Naturally it must be checked that
there is no incompatibility.

Once the mixture is determined, a pre-operation is required in order to apply the material at the
right place on the part. Generally, this operation c,,nsists in preparing a paste, a tape, a preform,
etc.

The explanations givan hereafter provide a good example of the possible preparations.

In general, the thermal cycle necessary fur sintering and diffusion-brazing takes place in a va-
cuom furnace. The diffusion phase of the cycle does not change with the deposit shape or thickness ; it
nnly depends on the grain size of the base powder.

For the commonly used soperalloys, the temperature is comprised between 1100 and 1200C with hol-
ding time of 15 minutes to several hours according to

a) the nature of the mixture constituents
b) the properties required.

Moreover, the thermal cycle is determined in order to correspond to the heat treatments applied to
the parts.

Through its flexibility, the RED process offers the following advantages

a) varied and accurate geometry shapes can be produced :

Figure 1 illustrates the production of a boss on a part in Rene 77 ; figure 2 shows how a hole
can be filled with a a few tenths of a millimeter thick RRO skin.

b) deposits 0lth a thickness of one tenth of a millimeter to several centimeters can be obtained,
with a hardness which may vary from HV 200 to nearly HV 1000,

c) for some grades intended for this purpose, mechanical properties equivalent to those of many
cast superalloys (3) can be achieved,

d) hard facing coatings capable of receiving a thermochemtcat proteition, such as the SNECNA APVS
process (5), can be deposited,

a) good antiwear properties : It has been shown (4) that results equivalent to those of some co-
balt base superalloys can be obtained In the field of dry wear for temperatures ranging from
250 to more than 750"C.
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The test cirried out by 5INECY1A (4) (6) to evaluate the antlcear ipcopertLes of a material consists
in rubbing two saspieq one Aa.inst the other in specific load, amplitude and te-Uperature conditions.
The volume oif suteriat worn away during the test is plotted versus time (see fig. 3). Since the parts
in an eaosLie Are subjected to an extended range of temperatures At each cycle, a significant parameter
to evaluate the quality of an alloy is the extrapolated initial wear value (Wo) against temperature.

Fig. 3 :Valueq plotted during tile dry wear test.

Worn away volume

WO

Time
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The table below (Fig. 4) gives the Wo value computed for some well known Co base alloys and, for
comparison, the results with an RBD grade.

- FIG 4 : Wear results.

. Initial weer Wo in a
3 

x 10
- 3

Load 8 daN
Amplitude 2 m.

Alloy TEST T91PRATURE - "C
*(deposited ....... ,
by TIG weLding)

20 250 400 750

HS 31 a 80 480 120 12

24 64 a 110 500 2250 4

T 800 * 20 20 280 20

RBD 191 A 400 250 40 10

The values given in this table reveal differing characteristics

- C14 64 has a poor resistance at medium temperatures, but its behaviour is excellent at high
temperatures,

- T800 is relatively good at all Levels, particularly at low temperatures when compared with other
materials,

- HS3i and RBD 191 A have a relatively poor resistance in cold conditions but are good at sedius
temperatures and very good at high temperatures.

The last characteristic Is particularly interesting as far as parts in the engine are subjected to
low temperatures for a very short time only. They normally operate at temperatures ranging from 350 to
900*C approximately.

3. RBD APPLIED TO SURFACING

3.1. TURBINE BLADE TEETH REPAl

Turbine blade teeth wear is due to penetration In the abradable seal used to assure fLowpath

tightness (see Fig. 5).

PIG 5 : Penetration of the blade's teeth into the abradable seal. -



The currently applied repair process consists in carrying out a TIG welding on the tooth tips.
This manual operation is rather expensive. Moreover, it is difficult to perform due to the poor welds-
bility of the alloys.

The RBD application has been considered under the following sequence

- chemical pickling of parts,

- RBD mixture application in the form of a paste with a syringe ; fig. 6 shows that three layers
are enough to apply one millimeter approximately,

- thermal cycle corresponding to the solution heat treatment applicable to the alloy from which
the parts are made,

- tooth machining.

-FIG 6 Coating of turbine blade's teeth.

Before thermal cycle After thermal cycle

The nature of the alloy applied by the RBD process makes it possible to obtain characteristics In
operation at least as good as with a new part or a TIG repaired part ; however the main advantage of
this solution is its production cost. Since 600 parts may be processed simultaneoulsy, the time requi-
red is less than one minute per part. The gain for the whole surfacing operation is more than 50 Z of
the cost of the process presently applied.

This process may also be applied using a sintered preform, more expensive than the application
with a syringe but easier to introduce in production. The results obtained with a preform are illustrated
in Fig. 7.
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Fig. 7 Teeth repaired using a self-brazing sintered preform

7012 ." " 0 1 2

3.2. HARDENING OF BLADE SHROUD COTACT SURFACES

This operation, extensively described in ref. (4) consists in applying an alloy withstanding dry
wear on blade shroud contact surfaces.

The application of the technique used today, i.e. manual TIG welding, is very difficult and
expensive. As a matter of fact, a colbat-base alloy must be applied, whose melting temperature ii
higher than that of the nickel-base alloy from which the parts are made (NKISCADT), without melting the
surface of the part to avoid hot cracking and dilution of the hardening alloy, while nevertheless assu-
ring a sufficient bonding on a surface of a few square millimeters.

The other methods considered to replace TIG welding include plasma spraying, laser beam deposition
and RED.

Plasma spraying in badly adapted to this application. The smali surface and the arrangement of the
area to be faced cause a loss more than 90 % Cf the sprayed powder, the benefit of the fuil automatiza-
tion being completely lost.

Laser beam surfacing brings a substantial gain through a total automatization, a less important
quantity of material to be applied and less machining after coating (5). However

- the implementation is difficult, particularly the feed of filler metal.

- The investment is important, approximately five to six million francs per unit. The fact that a
large-scale production may require the acquisition of several machines has an aggravating
effect. For instance, with 1 min 30 per blade, the production of 200 000 parts per year repre-
sents 5 000 hours of machine use.

RBD may be applied in two different ways depending on how the mixture is applied :

a) application of a tape (Fig. 8), an economical solution but a thick deposit cannot be obtained,

b) resistance welding of a sintered RBD preform (Fig. 9).



FIG 8 Thin coating obtained by means of a tape.

Microstructure
after thermal cycle

Preparation .
before

thermal
cycle

42
FIG 9 Appearance of a blade build up using a preform._

'N,
In both cases

1) the RBO thermal cycle exactly corresponds to the part final heat treatment, i.e. coating Iq car-
ried out at no additional cost at the same time as the heat treatment,

2) deposits are almost to finished dimensions, which eliminates the need for expensive m., h-tng

operations after coating.

With regard to the required equipment, and using the same example as previously

a) the investment is the same as for a conventional vacuum furnace, approximately three million
francs,

b) the production of 200 000 parts by batches oi bOO parts requires about 3 500 hours of machine
operation.

it should also be noted that this process may be applied on new parts as well as at the repair

stage.



211-l

3.3. BLADE TIP HARD FACING

Surfacing of blade tips worn In operation is Identical to tooth hard facing (para. 3.1.).
11owever the irpleent4tion is more difficult due to a more complex geometry and thinner walls. Photo-
graphs of Fig. 10 show a hard faced test piece.

FIG 10 3lade Tip surfacing.

After thermal cycle

brazed
orefori
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3.4. HOLE SALVAGING

Surfacing of hole internal surface may be necessary

- on a new part, in case of machining errors,

- on a part worn in operation.

An operating procedure has been developed which consists in manufacturing a self-brazing ring in

sintered RBD mixture, inserting it in the hole to be salvaged and then applying the diffusion-brazing

thermal cycle.

The specificity of this technique illustrated by Fig. 11 lies in the production of the sintered

ring.

The constituents of the RED mixture are plasma-sprayed on a support until the deposit is 1 m

thick.

The outer part of the rod obtained is ground, still using the support, to the dimension required

to allow insertion in the hole. Slices are then cut from the rod, and the support is subsequently eli-

minated by a chemical process.

FIG 1i Bore diameter salvage (SOCRATA - SNECMA PRODUCTION).

Al RBD deposit

preparation
Sintered RBD

by plasma spraying

Plasma torch Support
spraying
of RBD
mixture

© ©

Preparation of sintered Slices insertion in the
RBD mixture slices bore to be salvaged

followed by D.F.B
thermal cycle



3.5. CASE REPAIR AND SURFACING

This application is not relevant to antiwear problems. However it has been chosen to Illustrate
the possibility of surfacing large-size, thin sheet metal parts at the repair stage.

The casing (see Fig. 12) whose central section consists in a i m thick metal sheet presented a

local weakness resulting in fatigue cracks during service.

The operation, therefore, consisted in repairing the existing cracks and locally doubling the me-
tal sheet thickness to strengthen the part. This was nearly impossible to perform by welding due to the
tight tolerances, expecially on the coupling flanges.

In addition to the now conventional repair by the DFB/RBD process (see examples in ref. (3)) it
was possible to apply an alloy ring more resistant than the alloy of the casing using the RBD process.
To obtain a deposit with a uniform geometry, the powder mixture was plasma sprayed before the
diffusion-brazing cycle (see Fig. 12).

Various RBD material grades may be used to carry out this type of surfacing on parts and surfaces

of all dimensions.

FIG 12 Repair and reinforcement of a case (SOCATA - SNECA PRODUCTION). CO

Flange

TIG welding

RBD _5D/RBD

reinforcement crack repair

1 mm thick

TIG welding Foil 1 mm thick

Microstructural aspect of the RBD reinforcement

4' ' .1 .. '

I X.

V Thickness of RBD

coatlng:1 mm

.4

d'sJ



4. CONCLUSION

The purpose of this paper was to explain the possibilities of the RBD process in the field of

surfacing, more particularly with regard to antlweac protection.

The few examples given have illustrated the wide range of possible applications, from hole filling
with a few tenths of a millimeter thick skin to the sorfocing of a sheet metal casing, wLts, in all

cases, the possibility to provide the surfacing material with specific characteristics.

In the field of antiwear protection, the main advantage of the RSD process is its ecoooniosl as-

pect due to the fact that the coating operation and the part heat treataents nay be performed simulta-
neously and a great somber of parts may be processed sLaultnaeously.

Finally, it should be noted that the RBD industrial application does not give rise to major
problems, as some other new techniques would have. This mainly coaes froa the fact that we bencfit from

a long experience in the field of vacuum brazing.
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SUMMAR

Cost and delivery times of high technology turbine components are a strong Impetus for the develop-
ment of advanced repair processes with the ability of complete restoration of unserviceable components.
One of such advanced processes, diffusion densification healing (DDH), was applied for repair of cracked
and unserviceable FIO turbine vanes. The DDH process was evaluated under simulated service test condi-
tions with respect to the conventional weld/patch coat repair procedure.

The evaluation shows that the DD process is a remarkably effective restoration process, resulting in
strongly improved test behaviour in relation to the original weld/patch coat procedure.

Additional advantages are that scrap rates during repair are likely to be considerably reduced and
that for the future some relaxation of current repair limits might even be considered.

1. INTRODUCTION

The advanced jet engine component designs and materials that were introduced in the mid-sixties pro-
vided the impetus for new and demanding challenges for the coating and repair of engine components.
Present engine components are extremely expensive and replacement delivery times may also be very long. In
this respect it is not unusual that repair processes are developed which are able to refurbish unservice-
able parts at moderate cost and within acceptable time limite. One of those new repair processes Is diffu-
sion densification healing (DD), a process which was developed by the Chromalloy Corporation. This paper
describes the application of this process on a number of unserviceable FIO0 first stage turbine vanes,
delivered by the Royal Netherlands Air Force, and the subsequent evaluation of the repair process by simu-
lated service testing at the NLR facilities. The DD repair process was compared with the original weld
repair process.

2. BACKGROUND OF THE FI0O VANE REPAIR

The FIO0 first stage vane, which comprises two integrally cast airfoils, is a complex cored configu-
ration, cast from PWA 1422 (DS Mar-M 200 + Hf), a high strength, directionally solidified (DS) nickel-base
superalloy. The earliest attempts (late 70's/eatly SO's) to repair the vane involved totally removing both
vanes from the doublet and bonding new DS vanes to the inner and outer buttresses using the transient
liquid phase (flP) bonding process [1]. However, the high cost and complexity of this repair, combined
with poor engine test results, initiated a search for a higher integrity, lower cost repair. The first
approach (currently the only PWA/USAF approved repair) involved welding of cracks with HERL 72 (a cobalt-
base alloy) and patch coating with Sermaloy J. The weld/patch coat approach, however, suffers from many
process limitations and technical problems. These process/problem areas include:

1. To effectively weld PWA 1422 a pre-weld high temperature heat treatment is required and must be com-
bined with HIP to inhibit coating degradation and/or delamination. If delamination does occur the
part is scrap.

2. Welding of advanced superalloy materials such as PWA 1422 with a weld material such as MERL 72 is ex-
tremely difficult.
Excessive heat input and thermal cycling frequently result in heat affected zone cracking, micro-
cracking and distortion.

3. Welding of the row of cooling holes on the convex vane surface (required as part of the repair and
modification process) frequently results in limited penetration and cracking along the US grain boun-
daries.

4. After the weld repair numerous small and even some large cracks remain and are not repaired. These
cracks lead to both coating and substrate degradation and can result in premature vane failure during
engine service.

5. The patch coating on the cobalt base MERL 72. weld-repaired areas and on the engine-run coating on
the remainder of the vane Is not as environmentally resistant as freshly applied PWA 73 coating.

6. Because of the inherent technical problems and process limitations the yield of the weld/patch coat
repair is low in terms of parts actually salvaged.

The latter point is illustrated in table I which shows for a random batch of vanes a high rejection rate
which can be attributed to the weld repair process. ;t was expected that application of the DDN process
could greatly reduce the scrap rate by reduction or elimination of welding and hence reducing heat affec-
ted zone cracking and part distortion. In the following the background of the DDH process and its applica-
tion on F100 vanes is presented.

. . .. ...... a---- .---... .-.. ..-
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3. DIFFUSION DENSIFICATION HEALING (DDN)

3.1. The DDH process comprises the following steps

1. Component (and cracks) cleaning: all cracks are cleaned using a gaseous fluoride reducing atmosphere
to remove service induced oxides.

2. Crack bonding: large cracks (i.e. in excess of 0.25 m wide) are welded with a base alloy compatible
weld material. All other cracks and cracks emanating from the welds are bonded and/or sealed using

specially designed bonding material mixtures. At the bonding temperature the bonding mixture melts,
diffuses and resolidifies. filling or sealing the cracks and repaired regions with a cast superalloy
type composition.

3. Hot isostatic pressing (HIP): HIP densifies and further homogenizes the repaired areas.

The process results In a dense, high integrity repaired region with physical and metallurgical properties
approaching those of the base alloy. The process has been developed for a variety of hot section compo-
nents consisting of various superalloys like B-1900, IN 738. IN 713. Rens 80. X-40 .4ar-M 509 and, now,
PWA t422.

3.2. DDH application on F100 turbine vanes

The DDH process has now been applied to the repair and modification of FIO0 first stage turbine
vanes. DUN bonding alloys and process parameters for PWA 1422 were developed and procedures for the repair
and modification were defined.
It turned out that by using the DDH process the problems encountered with the weld/patch coat process
could be greatly eliminated. No coating degradation occurs because all relevant high temperature heat
treatments, including HIP, are carried out on a dealuminized component and the coating is reapplied after
full restoration of the vane. With the DDH process all cracks are thoroughly healed and bonded. Welding is
conducted with Ni-base welding wire which is compatible with the base material and the coating. The row of
cooling holes on the convex airfoil surface, which have to be closed as part of the modification. are
bonded instead of plug welded, thereby eliminating cracking and assuring adequate penetration.
In addition, the entire component is hot isostatically pressed to fully densify and homogenize both the
welded and bonded regions. This is unlike the weld repair process, for which the HIP treatment is done
before welding and repair. Lastly, the yield of the DDH process is significantly improved with respect to
the weld/patch coat repair process.
Figure I shows several stages of the DDH repair process as conducted on an F0 first stage vane.

4. THE EVALUATION TESTING PROGRAMME

Because of the apparent advantages of the DDH process over the weld repair process the Royal Nether-
lands Air Force decided to perform an evaluation of weld and DDH repaired vanes under simulated service
conditions and to compare the results with new vanes tested under the same conditions. The testing and
evaluation was performed at the NLR laboratory.
A schematic view of the NLR high velocity burner rig facility Is given in figure 2. Air with a total pres-
sure up to 1.45 bar is delivered by three series-connected centrifugal compressors to the cold and hot
stream sections. In the hot stream section the air is heated by two conventional kerosene burners. The re-
sulting combustion gases are mixed in s chamber containing baffle plates in order to obtain homogeneous
flow. At this stage pollutants are injected if and as required.
The gas stream can be controlled to any temperature between 600 °C and 1075 °C with a Hach number up to
0.75. At 1000 °C the temperature variation across the nozzle exit plane is t 5 'C.
During testing the vanes or blades can be provided with cooling air from a heat exchanger which is connec-
ted with a by-pass of the hot gas stream exhaust nozzle. Downstream of the rectangular nozzle are provi-
sions for non-rotating blade and vane cascade configurations.
Temperature variations representative of flight-by-flight conditions are obtained and monitored with the
aid of an HP 2100 process computer which controls the fuel flow, motion of the cascade support between hot
and cold nozzles and to intermediate positions, and pollutant injection. Figure 3 shows a cascade of FIO0
first stage vanes including the equipment for internal cooling.

The test conditions were chosen to simlate service within a desired life time of about 1800 cycles.
This was accomplished by a stepwise increase in test condition severity owing to the injection of pollu-
tants and the reduction of cooling effectivity. In total the vanes were subjected to 1900 start-stop cy-
cles according to the temperature profiles shown in figure 4. The figure also shows the heating and cool-
ing rates. maximum test temperature, cycle duration and pollutant conditions. The data reflect the tempe-
rature condition at the airfoil leading edge.

5. RESULTS

A representative view of the condition of the vases before and after testing is shown in figures 5
and 6. As can be seen from figure 5 it is clear that the DDH repair results in a more complete restoration
of the vane than the weld repair. Both airfoils of the weld repaired vane still showed cracking and cra-
zing affected areas.
After the test (Fig. 6) the weld repaired vanes showed extensive cracki.g, severe degradation of the areas
already affected by craze cracking, and corrosion attack. The DDN repaired vanes showed slightly more pro-
nounced cracking than as-new vanes, occurring minly in the repaired areas and some coating flaking. How-
ever, their condition was clearly superior to that of the weld repaired vanes, see table 2.
Cross-sections at representative airfoil locations support the above findings (see Tab. 3 and Pig. 7).
Cross-sections of the DDH repaired vane before testing show the excellent ability of the process to re-
pair through the thickness cracks and crazing cracks. Only occasionally were tips of craze cracks still
present owing to incomplete oxide removal. The weld repaired vane, however, still showed extensive crazing
and through the thickness cracks.

- ___~~_A ~ ---- - -- -
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Cross-sectlons prepared after testing showed DDH repaired areas to be veril resistant to cracking with only
incidental wall thickness penetration at repairs. Porosity was noted in repaired areas but this did not
seem to seriously affect crack behaviour (Fig. 7). The weld repaired vanes, however, showed severe wall
thickness penetration at or near repaired areas and severe craze cracking and base metal attack at those
areas which were originally already affected by craze cracking. This additionally shows the advantage of
the DDH repair over the weld repair because craze cracking cannot be repaired by welding.

6. DISCUSSION

The condition of the as-delivered repair welded vanes Indicate that this approved repair procedure
did not result in complete rejuvenation of the vanes. Apparently not all cracks say or can be repaired by
welding and new cracks develop as a result of the welding procedure. Additionally, crazing type of crack-
ing cannot be repaired in this way, as was clearly shown in figures 5 and 7.
On the other hand the DDH repair resulted in an uncracked. smooth vane surface aid the elimination of
crazing affected areas.
After the simulated service tests the weld repaired vanes showed the worst condition, caused on the one
hand by growth and widening of already existing cracks and the development of new cracks, and on the other
hand by severe degradation of unrepaired areas affected by crazing. The DDH repaired vanes showed a better
condition after testing. This was considered to be due to the absence of initial cracks, to complete or

01 nearly complete restoration of crazing affected areas, and to the fact that the diffusion braze repaired
areas seemed to be less sensitive to cracking than weld repaired areas. The DDH repaired vanes behaved
less favourably than new ones because of a slight preference for cracking at repaired areas. However, the
success of this repair process is still remarkable.

7. CONCLUSION

Advanced repair techniques, such as the DDH repair, offer considerable advantage over conventional
weld repair techniques for rejuvenation of high technology turbine components. The current investigation
shows that DDH repair results in a nearly complete restoration of FIO0 turbine vanes. This is due to a
combination of factors:
a very effective oxide removal procedure, also for fine craze cracks; a complete or nearly complete bond-
ing alloy penetration in through the thickness cracks but also in craze cracks; a HIP treatment for addi-
tional densification; and finally the application of a new coating to restore surface finish and corrosion
protection.
Another economically interesting aspect of the DDH process is that scrap rates during repair very probably
can be strongly reduced. In the future one might even consider some relaxation of current repair limits so
that a still higher repair yield could be obtained.

8. REFERENCE

1. Ouvall, B.S., Owczareki W.A. and Paulonis, D,F.: TLP bonding: a new method for joining heat resistant
alloys; presented at the AWS annual meeting. Chicago, April 1973; Welding Journal, Vol. 53, 1974,
pp. 203-214



21-4

TABLE I
Scrap and salvage rates during weld repair of FI00 turbine vanes

Total number of vanes available for repair 208

Not repairable 51

Scrapped in process 56
(43 due to cracking resulting from convex cooling hole weld plugging)

Repaired and serviceable 101

TABLE 2
Macroscopic classification of cracking and corrosion attack

before, during and after testing

vane type condition

Before testing After 1300 cycles After 1900 cycles

as new 0

DDH repaired o 00

weld repaired ooo 000 eee
0 00 -

o number of cracks 1 10; maximum crack length 10 mm
o number of cracks 10 - 20 and/ot maximm. crack lengtb 10 - 20
ooo number of cracks > 20 and/or maximum crack length > 20 mm
o porosity and/or crazing
o severe crazing

closed symbols indicate that cracks opened due to corrosion attack.

TABLE 3
Classification of cracking and corrosion attack after testing

based on cross-sectional microscopic condition

vane type condition after 1900 cycles

as new coating attack

DDH repaired coating attack + porosity in repaired areas + incidental wall
thickness pene-
tration along
repairs

weld repaired severe coating attack + base metal attack + severe wall thick-

ness penetration
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Fig. 3 First stage F100 turbine vane cascade Including
the air cooling connections
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Fig. 4 Temperature profiles and pollutant conditions during tbe test
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, areas in which the state of the art in gas turbine repair technology

needs to be advanced will be discussed.

A large part of the discussion deals with current inadequacies of weld repair tech-
niques for high strength superalloys and with possible areas for improvement. In parti-
cular, the problems of poor weldability and the low strength of conventional weld repairs
are examined, with emphasis on areas for further development including; welding with

matching filler metals, pre-weld heat treatment and preparation, modification of welding

techniques and post-weld HIPing and heat treatment.

Another area of discussion is the need for improved techniques for resurfacing and

repair of airfoil damage. Two techniques appear to be promising for this application;

diffusion brazing and vacuum plasma spraying.

The importance of NOT limitations and mechanical analysis with regard to the develop-

ment and implementation of novel repair techniques is emphasized. Disregard of these
factors can lead to repairs which are substantially cosmetic in nature.

INTRODUCTION

Ten years ago, most hot section turbine components which exhibited physical damage
resulting from corrosion, impact and rubs, would have been scrapped and replaced. But
recently, due to the high price of replacement turbine parts and the potential shortage
of critical alloys, welding techniques for the repair of service damage have been developed
and have been increasingly accepted as economical alternatives to component replacement.
Unfortunately, the scope of the repairs has often been limited by the low strength of the
repaired area and the poor weldability of the nickel base superalloys used in high per-

formance gas turbines.

The purpose of this paper is to identify the shortcomings of conventional repair
procedures and to examine several new techniques which may extend the current limits to
repairs. Also, the requirements for qualifying new repair techniques and identifying

their limits will be discussed.

CONVENTIONAL REPAIR TECHNIQUES

The conventional repair of service damage to turbine parts typically involves the
removal of the damaged area by grinding or cutting followed by the restoration of the mis-
sing metal by Gas Tungsten Arc (GTA) welding. The excess weld metal is then dressed off
to restore the original airfoil shape A typical repair of a turbine blade is shown in
Figure 1.

Such procedures can be used to repair virtually all types of damage in the solution
strengthened nickel and cobalt alloys found in stationary components due to their relative-
ly good weldability. In contrast, the precipitation-hardened superalloys used for rotat-
ing turbine blades are difficult to weld and repairs are therefore generally performed
using lower strength filler alloys and as such, are limited to the less critical blade

tip area.

Weld Metal Cracking

One of the major welding problems associated with the higher strength nickel base
alloys is their tendency to form cracks in the weld metal when they are used as filler
metals. These cracks occur as the result of several factors during or after the solidi-

fication of the weld pool.

For example, segregation can be a problem in highly alloyed materials. The rejection
of alloying metals and impurities can result in the formation of thin liquid films
between grains which, under the action of welding stresses, can initiate cracks in the
solidifying weld metal. Cracking by this mechanism has been referred to as "solidification
cracking". I)

Another mechanism by which weld metal cracking can occur is known as "subsolidus" or
"ductility dip" cracking.(

2
) Such cracking is not associated with segregation; rather it

appears to be due to the poor ductility of high strength superalloys at approximately
800

0
C. Cracking in the HAZ can occur by a similar mechanism.



Strain is a major factor in weld metal cracking. In addition to the normal thermal
contraction strains resulting from welding, volume changes associated with the precipi-
tation of gamma prime particles in the solidified metal result in more shrinkage strains.
Due to the poor ductility of the higher strength alloys, these strains cannot be ade-
quately accommodated, particularly in restrained weld configurations. The level of resi-
dual stress can be high enough to propagate a crack which initiated as a solidification
or ductility dip crack through several tiers of weld metal.

To avoid the problem of weld metal cracking, repairs are generally made with solution
strengthened alloys such as Inconel 625. Due to the high ductility and absence of second
phase precipitation during solidification, the stresses developed during welding are
much lower. However, as shown in Figure 2, the strength of Inconel 625 is substantially
lower than that of the alloys it is commonly used to repair. Therefore, repair limits
outlining when the weaker alloys can be safely used must be established.

Repair Limits

Consider, for example, an unshrouded turbine blade. As shown in Figure 3, the
average centrifugal stress decreases from a maximum at the hub to zero at the tip, while
the temperature is highest at mid-airfoil. The blade alloy and the temperature profile
determine the allowable stress for a reasonable life expectancy at various blade heights.
Near the blade tip there is a greater margin between the allowable and actual stresses
which permits the use of a lower strength filler metal. It is important to note that
lower in the airfoil such weaker alloys may not be used since the applied stress exceeds
their allowable stress.

In a typical shrouded blade, the margin between applied and allowable stresses re-
mains small even under the shroud, as seen in Figure 4. Therefore, repairs with weaker

filler metals are limited to damage on the shroud and cannot be used in the airfoil.

Another factor which must be considered when welding with dissimilar metals is the
effect of differences in the thermal expansion coefficient between the filler metal and
the base alloy. In a notch type repair, for example, if the filler metal has a lower
coefficient of expansion than the surrounding base metal, the welded area will be sub-
jected to a tensile stress during operation. In combination with steady state or cyclic
loading, such thermal stresses could cause premature failure of the repaired area even
when the net section stress is witliin the allowable limits. Further details ol the effect
of dissimilar metals and joint geometry are contained in a previous paper.
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Heat Affected Zone Cracking

The second major weldability problem with higher strength nickel base superalloys is
the formatio of HAZ cracks during welding by mechanisms referred to as "liquation
cracking". 

( ) 
Cracking by liquation occurs as a result of the local melting of the base

metal along the grain boundaries in the HAZ. Due to welding strains, the liquated boun-
daries adjacent to the fusion line are pulled apart to form microcracks.

The localized melting which causes HAZ microcracking occurs as a result of variations

in composition which cause the material adjacent to the boundaries to melt at a lower
temperature than the surrounding material. Two distinct mechanisms have been identified
by which such variations in composition can occur. In the first mechanism, solute
segregation at the grain boundaries exists prior to welding and locally depresses the
melting point. A second mechanism, which is referred to as "constitutional liquation",
involves a change of the local composition during welding due to the rapid decomposition
of carbides along the grain boundaries. In particular, MC type carbides have been iden-
tified as releasing boron and carbon during welding of Udimet 700, resulting in liquation
cracking in this alloy.

(4
) However, the same effect could also be expected from the

decomposition of M 23C6 type carbides, particularly since they precipitate preferentially
at grain boundaries.

In our program, the alloy IN738LC was studied in detail and was found to exhibit
microcracking in the heat affected zone typical of higher strength nickel base superalloys.

Samples for the investigation were removed from service-exposed industrial turbine
blades and given the following heat treatments; solution treated, solution treated +
aged, solution treated . overaged. The samples were then GTA welded in a low restraint
edge type configuration using both mat~hing IN738LC and Inconel 625 filler metals.

The welded samples were examined non-destructively by fluorescent penetrant inspection

and longitudinally profiled by optical metallography as shown in Figure 5. The profiling
technique was found to be necessary since examination of single sections often failed to
locate the defects due to their relatively small size and ic.q density. Selected samples
were also examined by scanning and transmission electron microscopy.

None of the samples prepared exhibited cracking when examined non-destructively.

However, metallographic examination revealed that all of the samples had HAZ cracking of
similar appearance, size and distribution. As shown in Figure 6, the cracks form in the
region adjacent to the weld fusion line and extend 50 - 400 pm into the base metal. It
was observed that the cracks tended to be longer in the center of the weld than at the
edge.



22-3

To determine the mechanism by which cracking occurred, the nature of the grain
boundaries in the heat affected zone was examined by electron microscopy. An area ad-
jacent to the grain boundary appeared to have been affected by the welding cycle to a
depth approximately corresponding to that of the HAZ microcracks. The grain boundary
carbide layer had dissolved and in a thin region (approximately 3 -m) adjacent to the
boundary, the gamma prime appears to be absent as shown in Figure -. Closer examination
of this region revealed that the primary gamma prime particles had dissolved and re-
precipitated as fine particles. In some instances, the gamma prime had reformed in a
eutectic morphology, as shown in Figure 8, suggesting that liquation of th'- grain boun-
dary had occurred. Energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS) of the region adjacent to the
boundary indicated that it had been enriched in chromium and tantalum which are major
metallic elements in M2 5C6 and MC carbides respectively.

Based on these observations, it was concluded that the HAZ microcrack'nh, mechalism
in IN738 was constitutional liquation. The decomposition of grain boundary carbides
appears to have resulted in the formation of an enriched layer adjacent to the grain
boundary. Presumably this layer was also enriched in carbon and boron which could not
be detected by EDS analysis. This resulted in the lowering of the melting point at the
grain boundary and the associated formation of a liquated layer which was pulled apart
by welding stresses.

Unlike weld metal cracking which can be controlled by altering the properties of
the filler wire, no adequate means have previously been developed for prevention of
HAZ cracking. Good welding practice which reduces the heat input and restraint can re-
duce the severity of cracking and eliminate it in less crack sensitive alloys. However,
some cracking appears to be unavoidable in higher strength alloys unless modifications
can be made to the base metal. For example, grain boundary liquation caused by solute
segregation can be lessened by the use of homogenization treatments. Other factors
such as the grain size and composition of the base metal, which have been shown to In-
fluence HAZ cracking, cannot readily be modified except during the manufacture of
the component. It has also been shown that the use of filler metals with lower solidus
temperatures lessen the HAZ crack sensitivity of Inconel 713c.(

5
) However, in the

current investigation of IN738LC, no difference in the HAZ microcracking as a function
of filler alloy was found.

REPAIR PROCESSES

In order to extend the application of repairs beyond their current limits, a number
of new techniques have been or are currently being developed. These techniques include
improvements of conventional GTA weld repairs to overcome the problems of low weld metal
strength and HAZ cracking as well as alternative techniques for resurfacing and repair
of airfoil damage.

Matching Filler Metals

One approach to extending the limits of the conventional GTA weld repairs is to use
higher strength filler metals. Ideally, the weld metal used should have the same compo-
sition as the base metal so that'their thermal expansion and creep properties will match
as closely as possible. This would allow extension of the repairs into more highly
stressed regions of the airfoil without causing a reduction of component life due to
creep or thermal fatigue.

In the case of the intermediate strength alloys, it is possible to prepare welds
using matching composition filler wires by controlling the stresses generated during
welding. This is accomplished by using low restraint weld configurations and minimizing
weld heat input. Using these techniques, matching filler repairs have been performed
on A286, Inconel X750, Inconel 700 and Udimet 500 alloy components with samples prepared
as shown in Figure 9. As shown in Figure 10, after hot isostatic pressing and heat
treatment, these repairs result in strengths which are somewhat below parent metal pro-
perties but far superior to conventional welding alloys such as Inconel 625. The slightly
lower properties are likely due to a combination of factors such as microsegregation in
the weld and grain size differences between the weld and the base metal.

In higher strength alloys, modifications to welding procedures to reduce thermal
strains are, in general, insufficient to prevent weld metal cracking because the high Al
and Ti contents result in substantial shrinkage strains from the precipitation of gamma
prime. Welds prepared using IN738LC filler wire were found to crack through the weld
metal after the deposition of 2 - 3 tiers of weld metal despite precautions to minimize
restraint and heat input. In order to minimize the shrinkage strains resulting from
gamma prime precipitation, a modified welding wire was prepared in which niobium had been
added in place of some of the aluminum and titanium content to s*ow the aging response.
Welds prepared in a similar manner exhibited markedly improved crack resistance with no
cracking occuring until 7 - 8 tiers of weld metal had been deposited. It is hoped that
further refinements of the composition of the modified filler wire will result in the
elimination of the weld metal cracking while maintaining most of the normal base metal
properties.

In order to procure the custom filler alloys in wire form, it was necessary to first
develop a technique for manufacturing wire using a powder metallurgy approach. As shown
in Figure 11, the process yields 100% dense wire without the surface contamination nor-
mally present in conventionally drawn wire. Since the technique uses powders, It is sui-
table for the preparation of any alloy which is available in powder form, and by mixing



22-4

various pre-alloyed powders, it can also be used to create a range of modified alloys.

Pre-Weld Treatment

To prevent HAZ cracking, it is often necessary to modify the condition of the base
metal prior to welding. Service exposure can result in structures which severely lower
the weldability of an alloy such as brittle topologically close packed phases and contin-
uous grain boundary carbide films. These structures increase the severity of liquation
cracking or ductility dip cracking by decreasing the ductility of the alloy and its
ability to accommodate welding strains. Fortunately, these structures can be easily
eliminated by a solutioning treatment. Depending on the alloy, the treatment may include
solution treatment only or solution treatment and aging or overaging cycles.

Although such simple thermal treatments are adequate to eliminate cracking in less
crack sensitive alloys, they do not alter the conditions which cause constitutional liqua-
tion cracking and are therefore ineffective in alloys such as IN738 as was demonstrated
in our initial investigation of the crack mechanism. However, subsequent investigations
have identified non-standard treatments which alter the nature of the grain boundaries
and effectively reduce the crack sensitivity. Using such treatments, it has proven
possible to repeatedly produce defect-free welds on IN738 base material, provided pre-
cautions are taken to minimize heat input and weld restraint.

Post-Weld Treatment

Hot Isostatic Pressing (HIP) is a proven technology for the manufacture of superalloy
components. In addition to being used to consolidate powder metallurgy preforms, it has
been applied to the elimination of porosity i superalloy castings, the healing of creep
cavities in service exposed turbine blades,(as well as the closing of minor weld defects.

HIP has been successfully applied to the elimination of weld porosity and micro-
porosity, resulting in improved strength and ductility in weld repaired regions; however,
HIP was not as effective in closing cracks in the heat affected zone of the base material.

Preliminary results from our investigation on the effects of HIP on HAZ cracks in
1N738 suggest that this approach should be used with caution.

IN738 samples were welded in the fully heat treated condition using Inconel 625
filler wire and were examined in the as-welded and HIP'd conditions. In both cases, the
samples were found to exhibit HAZ cracking. However, it was noted that the density of
cracks had decreased in the HIP'd condition suggesting that the HIP treatment had been
effective in healing some of the cracking. The cracks which did not heal were thought
to have been open to the surface during HIPing so that they were not pressed. Any
application of HIPing to healing HAZ cracking would therefore need to incorporate some
means of sealing surface cracks to be effective in healing all of the damage present.

ALTERNATIVE NON-FUSION PROCESSES

Recently, several technologies have emerged as alternatives to the conventional weld
repair techniques. In particular, two techniques which are well-suited to the repair of
general airfoil damage are vacuum plasma spraying and diffusion brazing.

Vacuum Plasma Spraying

It has been reported that it is possible to deposit fully dense layers of nickel
base superalloys with t4nsile and thermal fatigue properties superior to the cast base
alloys by vacuum plasma spraying.(8) This technique is already being used to apply uni-
form corrosion coatings on the blade airfoils. If the thickness and location of the
sprayed deposit could be controlled, repaired parts could be built up without the use of
fusion processes such as welding.

In order to evaluate the potential for applying the technique to components such as
blades, where creep is an important consideration, samples were prepared by vacuum plasma
spraying IN738 powder onto an lN738 substrate. As shown in Figure 12, a fully dense
structure was obtained with no evidence of interfacial oxidation. The deposit was hot
isostatic pressed to eliminate any residual porosity and mechanical test bars were re-
moved through the deposit substrate interface for stress rupture and tensile tests.

The results of the stress rupture and tensile testing are shown in Figures 13 and 14.
Although both the creep and tensile properties are below the normal cast IN738 properties,
the results are encouraging. The failures in the creep bars were found to occur in the
plasma deposit rather than at the interface as shown in Figure 15, while the failures
in the tensile bars occurred either in the plasma deposit or at the interface.

Although the results of the initial investigation of vacuum plasma spraying as a
repair technique are promising, several major obstacles may limit its continued develop-
ment. These include the inability to localize the build-up without significant over-
spraying and the line-of-sight nature of the spraying process.

A --
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Diffusion Brazing

A number of techniques based on the use of a low melting filler alloy which is inter-
diffused with the base metal have recently been developed. The filler metal is applied
as a powder mixture of low melting and regular alloys using standard brazing practice.
However, unlike conventional brazing, the melting point depressant is diffused into the
base metal to prevent the formation of brittle phases. Strengths approaching 100% of
the parent metal have reportedly been achieved by this technique.(9. 

0
)Like plasma spraying,

this technique is well-suited to repair of airfoil damage, since it can be applied in
controlled thicknesses.

The application of these techniques has primarily been limited to stationary compo-
nents. However, if filler alloys based on the higher strength nickel base alloys can be
developed, it should be possible to extend its application to higher stressed components.

QUALIFICATION OF NEW REPAIR TECHNIQUES

Before new repair procedures can safely be applied to components which are to be re-
turned to service, it is necessary that they be subjected to a thorough qualification
procedure. This procedure includes the determination of the mechanical properties includ-
ing creep, tensile, fatigue and thermal expansion characteristics; as well as mechanical
stress analysis to determine the safe limits for the application of the repair.

It is also important that the types of defects likely to be encountered during
application of the repair be characterized during the qualification procedure. The in-
spection techniques currently used for conventional weld repair are likely to prove in-
adequate to detect the defects in new repair procedures, particularly those which do not
involve welding. For example, with the standard techniques of fluorescent penetrant and
x-ray inspection it is difficult to detect HAZ microcracking which is likely to be
encountered during high strength weld repair or delamination which may occur with over-
lay techniques. The identification of defect types during the qualification stage allows
the implementation of either proper process controls to prevent the defect or inspection
procedures to detect it.

CONCLUSIONS

The use of conventional weld repair processes using weaker filler metals will severe-
ly restrict the refurbishment of the higher strength alloys used in more advanced jet
engine designs. In order to extend the repair limits in higher strength superalloys, it
is necessary to both overcome the cracking tendency exhibited by these highly alloyed
materials, as well as develop matching filler alloys for the repair buildup.

Several new techniques for extending the current limits appear to be promising.
These include modifications to the welding technique and base metal treatment capable of
producing defect-free repairs in high strength alloys such as IN738, as well as techniques
for applying surface overlays by vacuum plasma spraying and diffusion brazing. These
non-fusion processes have potential for development as alternatives to welding on high
strength components and by using a combination of these techniques, it should be possible
to extend repairs to higher stressed areas.

However, all of these processes must be properly qualified to ensure they are not
applied in areas where their strength is inadequate and also that suitable inspection
techniques and process control are applied. In most cases, conventional x-ray and pene-
trant inspection will not be adequate and must be augmented by detailed metallography
to detect microcracking or lack of fusion.
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Fiolure I - Typical repair of impact damage and rubbing.
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Figure 2 -Comparative creep strength of common blade alloys.
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FIGURE 3 TYPICAL TEMPERATURES AND STEADY STRESSES
FOR A FREE STANDING BLADE
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Weld Profiling Technique

Figure 5 - Samples were profiled by examining Figure 6 - Photomicrograph of a typical
a series of parallel sections through the weld HAZ microcrack in an IN738 weld.

by optical metallography.

Weld Base
metal metal

Figure 7 - SEN photomicroqraph showing an affected grain boundary in
a region of IN738 base metal adjacent to the weld pool.

- -

Figure 8 - TEM replica of IN738 grain boundary structure in the
altered region adjacent to the weld pool.
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Mechanical Testing Samples

Figure 9 - Sketch of sample used to prepare mechanical test bars.
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Figure 11 -Photographs of powder metallurgy wire used to prepare high strength
weld samples.

Figure 12 - Vacuum plasma sprayed deposit of
IN738 powder on IN738 substrate.
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Figure 13 -Tensile strength of vacuum plasma sprayed IN738 deposit.
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Figure 14 - Stress Rupture Strength of vacuum plasma sprayed IN738 deposit.

Figure 15 - Photograph showing the failure of a plasma sprayed test bar
in the IN738 deposit, away from the interface.
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