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I. THE SUBJECT: The Saar River Crossing, February, 1945.
. The Battle.

(1) At 0630 haurs, 22 February 1945, the 30ist and
J02nd Infantry Regiments of the 4th Infantry Division
conducted a hasty river crossing across the Saar River between
Taben &nd Stadt under the cover of smoke. By 24 February
1945, both regiments had crossed and secured a bridgehead one
and a half miles deep, allowing for the rapid crossing of
tanks, tank destroyers, and motor vehicles over a single
treadway bridge in the vicinity of Taben. With the cressing,
the XX (US) Corps was assured the capture of Trier, a key
communications center in Western Germany.

(2) The surprise crossing . of the Saar River

followed immediately after the reduction of the Saar-Moselle
Triangle. The Triangle is an area formed from an apex at the

meeting of the Saar (east) and the Moselle (west) Rivers in
the north to a base along an gast-west line roughly
coterminous with the southern border of Luxembourg. Measuring
same sixteen and a half miles on each side, the triangle
extended not quite thirteen miles at the base. Although the
West Wall (The Seigfried Line) in this sectc~ lay east beyond
the Saar, in 1939 to 1940, the Germans had constructed a
supplementary fortified line across the base of the triangle
rrom Nenning in the west to Orscholz, which lies at a great
nor thwesterm loop in the Saar. Assuming the neutrality of
Luiembourg, this 1line, known as the Orscholz Switch to the
Germans and the Siegfried Switch to the Americans, was
Jesigned both to protect Trier and the Mos2lle corridor to the
Fhine River and to prevent outflanking of the strongest
portion of the West Wall. (1)

(3) In January 1945, the Saar~Moselle Triangle
constituted an uncleared sector within General George C.
Fatton’s Third Army operational zone. It remained unclieared
due to the December 1944 call to move Third Army forces into
the Ardennes Breach created by the German suprise offensive.
Seneral Walton H. Walker’s XX Corps on the left wing cf the
Timird fArmy had managed to turn only & scant force against the
uvrechels Switeh and the Triangle in November ond Dec=mber,
=ch.2/ing e minor renetration on the lert portion of tne
Switeh: at Tettingen and Butzdors, only to relinguash i1t to the
Terman offensive in late December. The task of clearing the
SWitcn was assigned to HMejor General Harry J. (lalcnav’ s
tnesper ignced F4th  Infantry Divigion wpon its arrival n
sCtor 1 Janusry 1745,

3 The XX CQCoros participants in the balZie fur

vk Saer-iinselle Triangle and the Saar River crossing 1nciuvaea
e Sdtih infantry Rivisiun and the 10th RU K

i. C.&. MachDonald, The Lasst _yttensive, p.1lo.
-page 1-
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Division(commanded by ifajor General William H. Morris, Jr.}.
The Third Cavalry Group defended the Corps’ center,
zpproeximately nine miles along the Saar to the confluerce of
the Saar and the Nied, while the 95th Infantry Division held
the remainde2r of the corps front, to include defending a
bridgehead over the Saar at Saarlautern. Opposing the U.S5. X3
Corps were the GCerman 41é6th Infantry Division, the Fanzer
Grenadier Division, and the 256th Volks—-Grenadier Division. (2
During the battle for the Triangle, the Germans also hastily
threw in elements of the 11th Panzer Division and, after the
crossing, the Znd and &th Mountain Division. (3)
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‘E. Historical Research.

1. The overall resources for conducting a detaiied
analysis into the Saar River crossing are limited. All the
primary documents are available in the Combined. Arms Fesearch
Library (CARL) at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. while the

.- secondary holdings are at the Military History Institute,
Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. All of the secondary
holdings were made available by inter-library loans throuagh
the Combined Arms Research Library.

2. The research holdings are as follows:

(a) Frimary

- e S e > — s e = e == e

o e i o e >

v the_%4th_Infantry Division_in_World War II,

Washington: Infantry Journal Press, 1%48.

The Cepture _of the Saar-Mgoselle Triangle_and

Trier: _15 December 1944 _=_12 March_ 1943, XX
Corps. 7

MacDonald, Charles B. The Last Qffensive.
Washington: Office of the Chief of Military
History, U.S. Army, 1972. ‘

MacDonald, Charles B. The_iighty Endeavor:

Amgrican _Flowed Forces_in_the European Theater
in_World War_ 11, New York: Oxford University
Press, 1949.

The XX _Corps:__Iis History and _Service_in
World War_ll, . Prepared and written by XX
Corps personnel.

(b) Secondary
Esposito, BG Vincent J. (editor). The_Weus

Egint_olles_of Amerigan _Warg, Vol II. liew
fork: Frederick A. Praeger, 193%.

Gourley, James L. Canngnesrs Sosti _lhe_Stqr:
ef_the_ZF4th _Divisign_aArtillecy, 194S.

3018t _Field_ortillecy Battalien_at_Home_ang
abrQed, Vimperk: Steinbrenner. 1533,

Tha_Qdyzsey _Qf _the Jth Field wmrlillery _srovn,
Rosonhelm: 1543,

=-page 3-
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-

interviews with participants in the Saar River Crossing was
Torwarded to the 94th Infantry Divi

no reaply has been received.

Sth_Eisld Artillery Group, The Prtillery
Center, Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Baton Rouge:
Army—-Navy Publishing Company, 19%0,

Ssek:Sscikg:D:sScez;_Ing_ssch_ni_sne;ZZQQQ

Ianﬁ_Dssschsc_&ssseliga; Nurenburg:
Zimmerman, 1945,

IﬁE_Hi!&ch_Qi_tD!-ZQ&IE.I!QB-Q!!SCQ!!:
BessaLien-ﬁcnm.&-nlun-ié-tQ.E:E_sz;
Landshut: Kratzsch and Company, 194s%,

Weigley, Russell F. Eisenbower’

S_Ligutgnants
Bloomington: Indiana Univcfsity

Press, 1981.

Walker, Lieutenant General Walton M. “The XXth
Corps® Final Campaigns.* Acay=Navy_Journal ;
Us S at_War, Washington: Dec. 1945,

(c) Oth-;: A letter requesting oral

sion Associat;on. To date,
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C. Source Evaluations.

1. The HL!sncx_ﬂi_tns 243th_Infantry Rivisign was..
written and published under the direction of Major General:

Harray J. Maloney. In May 1945, General Miloney appointed Q"
full time division historian, Major Samuel H. Hays, Assistant

6-3, tu oprepare a complete and comprehensive outline for the
e history of ¢the %94th Division. Major Hays was assisted by

other appointed members of the Division Historical Beoard:

Major Carl H. Schofields Captain Frederick D. Standish II} and:
Technician Fourth Grade Raymond 0. Kraws. Thaese personnel

drew up the original outline for the history, gathered the

, regquired source nmaterial, and compiled an exhaustive narrative
N of the battles for the Saar-Moselle Triangle and the Sarr
g River crossing itself.  In. July 1945, the actual writing of
the manuscript was turned over to Major Paul W. Marshall, of
the 319th Engineers, who, in turn, received assistance from
Major John N. Smith, Captain Thomas J. McIntyre,, Lisutenant
Gecrge F. Shaw, Lieutenant Robert Gordon, Lieutenant Harold N,
v Cheatham, and Lieutsnant John N. Willet. They were appointed
to replace the original Historical Board members. The mass of
records were studied exhaustively, and hundreds of interviews
were conducted with combat personnel of the division at all
levels. As raedeployment or reassignment took its toll, Board
_members were replaced.. Major Smith replaceg Major Marshall as
historian, who, in turn, was succeeded by Lisutenant Pierce V.
Whaeatly, formerly of the 30ist Infantry, as the Division was
1nactivated in March 1946, In September 1946, Lieutenant
Lawrence G. Byrnes took up the project and proceeded to
rearrange and rewrite the history. Maps were prepared ard
nunerous photographs were obtained from the official files of
the U.S. Army Signal Corps. It was during Lieutenant Byrnes’®

tenure that the sanuscript finally went to press in 1947. The

book provided a well-balanced account of the events
surrounding the crossing of the Saar River. It is the result

of an exhaustive study of original source material and
intervisews and, as such, constitutes the most important data
resource for the preparation of this tactical analysis of the

events leading to and the actual crossing of the Saar Fiver,

This history is judged to be factual, unbiased, and entirely

consistent with the paucity of information availsble $roa
alher sources. (4)

2. The  -24tLh___lofantcy. _ _After-action__Bepcrt

. . constitutes an official account describing the Divimion‘s
activities during specified periods, in this case. Lhie perion
Jahuarv = Harech 1943, Each report was written on the virst or
“.arv @ohth "«nd covers the previous month's acti 1tiwd, ‘o
tntlude missions, tasss, and results. The Assistant :3=3, +4tn
Civig.un. Liwuleitant Colone!l R.B. Durbin. was respaniaidiv o

4. Brrows.  ihe Highory_of_she 35th_lofeptr: ©tvadedi.
Gelli.
-0age 3=
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this task dJduring tms timeframe. Written to <cover the

tactical situation, the documents chronologically depict daily

avents surrounding encounters with the enemy before, during,

and atter the Saar River crossing. Though the document

contains little 14 any analvsis, it provides an axcellent

source from which to adjudicate the value oF Li. Byrnes®
. history as well as other sources.

3. The_ _Gapture_ _of the Saar-Moselle Triangle_ and
Irier is an operational report of the U.S. XX Corps preparad
by Lieutenant General Walton H. Walker, which covers the
gariod 135 Decembaer 1944, to 12 March 1945. Thais excellent
document covars the XX Corps attack into the Saar-Moselie
Triangle to defeat the enamy intermediate and final
tortifications constituting that sector’s portion of the West
Wall, the hasty crossing of the Saar itself, and the rapid
. driva to seize the key city of Trier. The great value of the
official document is that it includes key appendices which are
in effect field orders and after—-action-type reports covering
' the actions of XX Corps units associated with the %4th
Infantry Division during the period in question. These serve
to @establish . the proper perspective for the division’s
operations. ‘This document is also key to the understanding of
the strategic setting. Closcly aligned to this report is The
XX__Corps:i___Its History_and Service in _World War Il, prepared
by Corps personnel after the war. The latter is an original
document valuable for use in establishing the strategic and
opsrational settings for the battle. It can also be used to
contdirm some cetails at the tactical level.

], The Last _Qffengive by Charles B. MacDonald is
chircnologically the final work in the The_Eurcocesn_Theaisr

} casratigne sub-series of The Uniled States fray_in World Wac
} ils Mr MacDonald is also the author of The _Seigrisg _Lina

Semp2190  and co-author of Three Battles: 6roaville. 8liuzze.
dnd__Schejdt, Dboth of which are found in the sase official
series. The book describes the campaign as it gathers
momentum from the Rrdennes and the West wWall, and evolves into
massive sweeps by huge Alliesd columns across the breadth of
Gormany after the assault ¢ the Rhine River. fiso it
Jedcribes the trapping of huge German sorces in the Funr
Feiion, Lhe discovery of the horror (n the concentreatiion
wrapbe ehd the med dash to the Eibe River fur the wrnsturs
w.r Ll Sovietl forces. This magnificent voluae grephiceiiy
uhifolds the strategic level of operations and the role of tnha
~aericen ~rajes = Firgt, Saventh, Ninth, and Fifteenth - which
wohistitutlid the lergest and most powerful force ¢i1¢lded b Lhae
Lrnited Stetws, Sufsicient deteil on the roles ¢ tha wllied
<t .mp éd wiid tha tectical air forces 18 provided to put tre rois
ur he sAmerican S~raies 1N proper perspective. YThe worth,
wiiter iyt lonNg  Of SUCHh reknNcwn war personalities as Gurerals o
~ir4 mrmy Dwignt U, Eisenhower and Omer N. Bradley, Conersin
IeZeD L. Oavers ond Williem H. Simpson, and sevarsl Geraan
utricar 8, to 1nclude General Hesso Von Manteurfel, #hance the

-Dayw &b=—
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historical and analytical value of this worthy tome. (S It
has been used extensively to establish the strategic and
cperational setting for this analysis. It also provides an
excallent account of the battle for the Saar-Moselle Triangle
at the operational level. Tactical detail on the actual

crossing itself, however, is very limited and does not provide
any new information.

Je The remaining resources obtained were of
secondary value only, consisting predominantly of small
unit-laevel brochures of the type used to promote esprit in
newly arrived unit personnel. All were obtained from Carlisle
Barracks® Military History Institute and did not contribute
anything new or significant to the ressarch esffort except for
some annadotes concerning some of the participants in the
battles and campaigns. Any detail concerning the Saar River
crossing was minimal and was available in the previously
nentioned sources.

S. HecDoneld., 1Thg Lestl Utigng)ive,
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II. THE STRATEGIC SETTING.
fq. The Strategy.

. 1. The German Ardennes offensive of December 1744
had upset the Allied "Broadfront Strategy". This stratsgyv
envisioned an advance generally all along the +front from
Holland in the north to Switzerland in the south until the
Rhine River was reached: from there, the main effort would
surge across the Rhine in the north to seize the River Ruhr
and the critical Ruhr industrial region. Throughaut the
course of the counteroffensive, the Supreme Commander. General
Dwight D. gisenhower, had never wavered in his determination
to eventually return to this strategy. So in late January,as
the Americans were erasing the last of.- the bulge in the
Ardennes; the 12th Aray Group Commander, General Omar Bradley
was very aware that the focus of the Allied effort was to
shift naorth from his Army Group to General Bernard
Montgomery's 21ist Army Group, This implied relinquishing some
of his own divisions to General Simpson’s Ninth Army, still
under Mantgomery’s command. ’

-

2. The release of American units to Montgomery was
objectionable to Bradley. Furthermore, in his mind, there
were plenty of reasons to justify his holding on to the 29
divigsions comprising his First and Third Armies. Very
logically, he felt that his forces should capitalize on the
momentum generated by the elimimation of the bulge to drive on
through the Eifel, catch the Germans off-balance while thay
anticipated an attack from the north by the 21st Army Group,
and thereby gain the Rhine in a position to cut in behind the
enemy facing Montgomery. '

3. Though the proposal was not incompatible with
Eisenhower's own plan - for it did not matter whaether the
British or the Americans raesched the Rhine first - the British
Chiefs  of Staff, had indicated their disagreement with
Eisenhower and ingisted on a strategy review by the Combined
Chiefs prior to the <forthcoring Malta Confereonce. Their
cbjection was besed on the bilief that the Allies lacked the
strength for two simultaneous thrusts and the insistence tnat
#]1 forces should be assenbled +or (he drive in the north.

4, Eisenhower rejected the British concept. He
reiterated his plan 'to hold a defendable line on the Rhine

before jumping the river in strength with the primary effort

in the north, as previously stated, and a secondary effort
gouth of the Ruhr to link with the main effort in the north.
Zisenhower, Lherefore told Bradley to drive through the Eitfel
with his 29 divisions. The qualification, however, was thet
lhe orive should be gQuick and decisive to 1nsure the certia:n
penwtration of the West Wall Frontier Defense - that or lose
sune divigions and assume tha supporting role.

-page 8-

R MEAT AT A AR OIS X WF e F ARAE UL F 3050 5834



3. Unfortunately, a qguick, decisive penstration
would be hard to achieve. &though the Germans were in-fact
maving northward in anticipation of Montgomerv®s attack, the
cold, deep snow, and fatigue defied the possibilities for
rapid success. From 28 January to 1 February, three corps
attempted to penetrate the frontier defenses north and east of
St. Vith within the Losheim Gaps: but severe winter conditions
frustrated every effort. The forces accomplished little more
than tc draw up to the first pillboxes of the West Wall.

6. On { February, Eisenhower ordered Bradley to
halt and to begin transferring divisions to Simpson’s Ninth
Army. - Moreover, Bradley's First Army, under General Jacob L.
Devers, was ordered to seize the Ruhr River dams in order to
protect Montgomery®s right flank. In deference, Bradley was
allowed to conduct limited attacks into the Eifiel in an
attempt to establish = a line of departure for future
operations. The focus of the Allied offensive was effectively
shifted to the north.

7. On 8 February, Uperatién Veritable was launched
southeastward . by the First Canadian Army "to seize the
Wallach-Orne line. A day later, assuming the Ruhr damse were
captured, General Simpson was to cross the Ruhr in Operation
Grenade, then swing northeast to link on the Rhine with the
Canadians. (&)

o. MicDonald, The_Mightvy Endeavor, op. 415-416.
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B. The Operational Flan.

1. In addition to seizing the Ruhr dams, the U.S.
forces had two other missions to accomplish prior to being
able ta drive to the Rhine, They had to eliminate the
irritating German bridgehead (thirty by fifty miles) south of
Strasbourg called the Colmar Focket. Simultaneously, they had
to clear a triangle embracing some 100 square miles between
the confluence of the Saar and Moselle Rivers near Trier and
overcome a spur of the West Wall called the "Orschol:z
Eehenstellung" or the Orscholz Switch. (7)

2. True to his passion for retracing the paths of
ancient conguercors whenever doing so could plausibly be
combined with current strategic or tactical '‘advantage, Gener:l
George §S. Fatton diverted his attention to Trier and therefore
the Orscholz Switchy for Trier marked the historic city of
Caesar’s Gallic conquests.

3. Patton disposed three corps, VIII in the north,
XII in the center, and XX in the south facing the Triangle and
Trier. General- Walker’s XXth Corps was already nibbling in
the direction of Trier along its fifty kilometer front.
FPatton sought to turn the XII Corps’® 76th Division southward
s0 as to convert the attack on Trier and the Triangle into an
envelopment. To give the attack apprapriate power, he hoped
to persuade SHAEF to grant him additional strength for XX
Corps.

4. During November 1944, Patton had hoped to use
the 83rd Division in the Orscholz Switch, but the division had
been snatchaed away Ffrom him. Thereafter, the Switch had
defied the combined efforts of Combat Command Alpha of the
10th Armored Division and the 338th Infantry of the 90th
Division. Future ocperations hinged on wresting control of the
Switch from the Germens.

- .

=Jc In January, XX Corps dispositions consisted of
Major Generel Twaddle’'s 9Sth D{ -ision and Major General Faul’s
2aih Qivision on fitteen tilc.ueters of Walker's right flantk
the Third Cavalrvy Group defended a&an equal gistance in the
canter, and Maior General Harry J. Maloney’ s 1nexperiencan
Fdchi intantry division occupied some twenty kilomelL2rs on
Wallker's lefl flank.

. The Y4th Division, a new division with lith]la
wr ne cowmbat experience, had arrived in sector on 7 ldanuary.
garlier, ¢ had helped to contain Lorient and St. atsivre 1o
France. The division appeared teoc be of questionsoie aquailtv
fur severel reasons. Not onlv was 11t new., but 2i1nce 11
arrival, it had sustained the highest ratio of non ccuwoat *n

7. [bid, pp. 4146-419,
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combat casualties im the Third Army. ,In,facf, it is alleged
that Fatton had threatened Maloney with becoming a non combat
casualty himself if his unit did not soon shape up.
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C. The Tactical Flan.

i. The Orscholz Swithch 1is similar to the West
Wall itsel¥f. It is a defensive position two miles deep,
fronted by dragon’s teeth or antitank ditches and composed of
pill-boxes and concrete bunkers reinforced witn field
fortifications. It sats astride high ground forming a
watershed for streams flowing generally northeast to the Saar
River and southwest to the Moselle River. The terrain is
rolling with sharp compartments and dense woods in places.
Most major roads converge on Saarburg, which is situated
halfway up the east side of the Triangle on the west bank of
the Saar itself. '

2. As the 94th Division moved into position on 7
January, the levies imposed by the Ardennes fighting had so
sevaerely reduced General Walker's XX Corps that all sectors

. were thinly manned. Thae 94th Division faced the entire 13
wile stretch of the Orscholz Switch, from the Moselle to the
Séal". ]

S. On 12 January, Walker ordered Maloney to begin
a series of battalion-size probes against the Orscholz Switch,
in part to prevent the enemy (Ganeral Blaskowitz’s Army Group
G) from reducing his garrisons there to send reinforcements
elsewhere, and partly to season the ?4th Division. (8)

4, The battle for the Orscholz Switch which began
with a series of probes on the 14 January was to last more
than a month. The objective was to punch through the switch
arnd reach the Saar River in such & fashion as to keep
surficient pressure on Army Group G., to force it to retain
ell its elements to defend the Switch. The action ended up
with @ breakthrough on 19 February and a two day exploitation
to the Saar River by 21 February. The fight through this
first portion of the West Wall cost the Germans an estimated
J000 dead and many more captured. Only in the 94th Divisien,
where thick antlpersonnel minefields were encounterad on 1%
February, raising the Divisi, »’s casualties to over a thousand
wounded, were U.S. losses .-vere. However. the Division not
oily  sucdeded in reaching the Sadar alonQ with the 70th Armorad
Divinion. but the ~mericans forced General Blaskowitz end Arav
I TH s to cuncentrate adcditional forcas agQainst o
relantleszs atlack = forces which were criticelly needed for

pleaned Geruan offunsive actions elsewhare. (9)

2 PD. S39=5935.
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ITi. Review of the Tactical Situation
A. Study of the Area of Cperations

1. Climate and Weather: To fully appreciate the
climate for the Saar River crossing of 22 - 23 February 1945,
‘one must understand the ‘"winter" weather experienced by the
?24th Infantry Division during its 4 and 1/2 months of action
on the contirent. From September 1944 to 1 January 1943, the
?4th Inf Div had been "containing enemy forces in Brittany and
protecting the south flank of the 12th Army Group along the
Loire River to the Yonne River, -intlusive."{1}> This
containment of German units near the Breton ports of Lorient
and St Nazaire occurred in the cold of winter but was in a
milder area and closer to the major LOC’s than the division
found itself in February 1945. The menth of January was spent
in the cold and snow of eastern France and the Alsace region
of Germany. A brief, unseasonal warming in early February had
produced muddy roads, soggy foxholes and a sort of never-dry,
chilling environment. On the evening of- 21 - 22 February
1945, the Saar Valley was thick with a fog which increased the
feeling of cold and amplified the volume of noise created by
anvthing wmechanical. About noon on 22 February 1945 the fog
lifted. (2> The sun shone for the rest of the day, exposing the
" attacking 3J0lst Regiment near Serrig. The +following are
specific effects of the weather on:

(a) Personnel:

(1) Friendly: Although operating in the cold
of a thawing winter, the personnel involved did not appear to
ba adversely affected collactively by the weather and the
rugged terrain, It cannot be documented whether this was cue
to the limitaed previous contact on the continent, successes o+
adjacent units, the surge brought on by the thought of a
fearing victory ar some othar factor.

(2) Enemy: Injitial cobservation weés limited ov
the fug. Near Serrig, the fog liftea opricr to =lie
rdlablrghuent of @ bridyehead by the 30ist. and the enemv
wuRrvation sngd fired wad devastating. In the soubn., mugn s

Lha e 0f the SCZa was across betore the fog lirted or3
Liier 2 wel NO advaiitage tor the Germans. The steep far bane
anid house-shaped pillboxes provided good cobservation posts »nd
positions for sntpars. "No cne could haeve 2:pewcted thaet tre

ruer 1Calie wWOULIS  sttlack across this stsep couriry, Lubt Lo ‘
Lo Aiigucoesilen FRpQris _vanuary L9438, readouer ters, 3 o
irtantrv vivasion, ! Februaryv 19495,
$. Swrnas, LT Laurence 6. twditor)., Wpstory_gr_bne fil:
forentoy kivision_in _World War L], ©. 2957.
-0age (3- E
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did. " \32

(b) Landscape: Ruaged and partly torrested. The
snow, rain and cold had little effect on the defenders but
drastically slowed the attacker as the ground thawed to mud.
"In breaking the Siegfried Switch with the 94th Intantry
Division, the battalion (704th Tank Destroyer) fought some of
its hardest battles under the worst conditions encountered in
its entire history. Dragons teeth, pillboxes, minefields,
artillery +fire, and tanks combined with the natural obstacles
af rain, snow and ice made almost inconceivable odds that were
broken through, and the enemy manning those obstacles was
completely routed. " {43 "Thae country enclosed within the
Triangle was rugged and heavily wooded somewhat resembling the
Ardennes, and contained few roads suitable for the offensive
use of armored columns." {32

- (1) Friendly: Having fought through the Saar -
Meselle Triangle during January and early February, elements
of the 94th Division had gained an appreciation for the rugged
terrain. Although constrained by poor, narraw roads, & steep
inzline to the Saar River and sheer cliffs on the far banks,
the advance proceeded remarkably close to the planned
sequence.

(2) Enemy? The advantage was totally to the
Germans. Sniper, pillboxes and other prepared positions were
wall-placed and manned. However, the complete lack of early

warning systems effectively negated this advantage until the
fog lifted.

(c) Rivers: The relatively early thaw caused the
Sear and small local tributeries to be at or over seasonal
Figh water marks and turbulent. The +law rate of the Saar was
sbout seven miles per hour. “Just prior to the breakthrough
eLtack, a thaw occurred that turnea the whole gsactor intec a
merass and also as the snow melted expoused the thousands of
mined that letterhd the erea. Every possible tvpa of wmine wes
present =- Topf nines, glass «ines, Teller mines and Shu-ninas
litwrally blanteted the hills"7s)

i) Roeds! Relatively speaking., & Guod rigisr.
«i123ted 1N dotn sectors. The narrownass wWed nNEwW 10 wen s
mayr tCan planners and drivers, gQiving & slignt advantega Lo
Lihwe GCermans. 5

3, 794th_Tank _pestrovec History, p. 13.
S. The_xath_Corps:_ _Its Hisgtory end_Secvice_in_uil, v. 7=,
&, TO4th_Tank_DRestrover _Hjistorv, o. 13,
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(@) Manmade Features (wire, rail, roads, etc.):
Ferhans the wmost significant manmade feature that impactad on
the timing of the crossing was the small narrow main street of
tastel. The engineer boat convoy was delayed becausze the
mator trains of tihe 302d Inf battalion became misorianted and
had *o turn around in the town.{(7} One enginear truck was
ditched and overturned in the process. Manmade features which
severely hampered the initial assault, particularly in Serrig,
were the bunkers and pillbuies which were constructed to look
like and blend with the surrounding houses. {82 Devastating

fire was braughlt on the 301at Infantry until 13 of these were
neutralized on the night of 22 Feb 43. .o

($) Tactical Considerations:

(1} Visual Observation: Had the assault boats
) arrived on time or earlier, the Staadt crossing would have
been a less hurried operation and an advantage may have been
gainred at by optimum use of the dense ground fog. The arrival
of the boats around breakfast, coupled with the increased
rescnance of. the fog, alerted the Germans. However, without
the +fog (which lasted until mid=morning) it is highly likely
the: the crossing would have resulted in significantly higher
_cesualties, This natural concealment was a Jecided advantage.
Even had the boats been on time and smoke been vsed, an
srtificial screaen would have caused the Germans to come to a
higher state of readiness much more quickly than did the foq.
) (2) Night Operations: Although not planned for
the Saar River crossing by the 94th Infantry Division, night
swovement was necessary in order to for the units to be 1n
pusition to cross at 220400 Feb 45. On the night of the 22d.

a5 wes stated earlier, night operations were recessary tc
clear the town of Serrig.

(3) Rivear Crossinygs: The high weters and the
se@ven mile per hour current in the Saar River wera
complications, 43 previously discussed. i was silevisted
Wi Jd=nurning on the 224 when the 22 horsepowar 20#ts
arvioed, 9y Qrce garviced, thesa new motors masde Loe SOrvies
merw  troguent and  insured that solgiers arriving on Lhg var

centh mers more fi1t to  fight, Far snore operations in tneg
Steadl wree required hand cutting of wire obstaclies unaer
wrnny ppching yun fire.  "The gbsiacles wire Luo close to TNz
J ravedr  to permit thie sefe uS® oF bangelore Lornwdows. ild; “is A

Ihid., p.255.

. iuides Op. 289,295,299,
. Ikid., p. Z97.

iue Ihgdey 0. 294,
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dense +fog made the operation possible. Two hundred boatz were

used, but only 27 were still operable by the time the infantry
was across."{11>

(4) Movament by Air: One qir raconnaissance
was perfarmed. Limited information was cained due to the
trugged terrain and initial lack of motorized ot mechanized

German equipment. No other air activity was used in this
operation.

(5) Influence of Weather on Weapons Systams:
Srow still covered many enemy mine <Ffields in or near tank
Cituhes, {122 These were only digcoverad as they damaged
e@juipment and killed men. .

(6) Use of Special Munitions: As the fog bagan
to lift at wmid-morning on the 22d, the 3JI0ist Regimental.
Commander near Staadt called for smoke to continue screening
the crossing. However, once the sasmoke was lifted to
fucilitate continuation of the attack, the Germans were able
to concentrate fires (up to 20mm) on the eastern bank of the

Saer and the troops of the 3I0ist in Serrig.{13) No gas
munitions were used. "

(7) Surveillance and Target Acquisitior Means:

At the division level and below, there was less than one day

to plan +or the crossing. (The 1/30ist had only six hours.)

The "warning order" to the 94th came from their liaison
officar to XX Corps, Lieutenant H.J. Donners, who called the
division headquarters in Freudenburg at about 211400 Feb 45
wilh the message that “"back here [Corps CP] thev’'re talking
vsutut @ river crossing and if 1t’s wmnade, we'll [94th ID] be
making it."{14) This late notification, coupled with the heavy
tog and the fact thet 2/3 or more of the time availaeble for
plenning occurred during the hours of darkness, limited
vpportunities for reconnaissence and observation to "as tie
silustion devaloped." Normal lead time for staff preparation
wf  duch an opercation had been eaten up by the previous thee
Jevs® fighting to get. to the river line. Terrain end time
srrurded the Germans the opp ®tunity to prepere the var shore:
how o, auch  of  their sector was dJefeandea by the <lsin
Vhiedyrenadiers, who were not experienced combac vwltwrens. [0
“al*2 ¥ Lhe (imiled tiwe, the FI4Lh Reconnaissence 7- 000 wes
auly Lo locale the eneny in Krutweiler ana report thet itha
crovvsing  1n the north would be made ageinat 2 numer1calle

1t. lbid.s p. SO7T.
12. Ipid., p. 283,
1. Ibig., p. 283.
14. ipid,, P. 298.
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supaerior force. In this part of the Siegfried Line "trhe enemy
rhad observation, prepared fielids ot +ire, ideal artiliery
pugitions., underground communications &and massive pillboxes,
2ll protected by minefields and wire. {15} Target accuisition

was initially difficult due to the well-camouflaged .and dug-in
rature of the German pos:itions.

(8) Mobility: In addition to the restricted.
mobility for motorized/mechanized equipment, the rugged
terrain and poor roads made it extremely difficult to get the
assault boats to the river. In most cases, they had to be
manhandled down 300 vards or more of steep road. .

(?) Troop Morale: - Althouqh. low at the river
and in tha mud, the general morale of the ?4th Inf Div was

high due to the successes achieved during the last four weeks
. in getting to the Saar River.

2. Terrain (OCOKA)

*

(a) Obsaervation and fire. Initially the rugqged
terrain limited surveillance and restricted movement. This
favored the Germans until the 302d Regiment crossed in the
south and began a flanking movement. As discused earlier, the
fact that the Gerrmans did not expect the Americans, or anyone
else, tuo attack over such difficult terrain gave the elenent
of surprise to the S4th Division. Once the 302d Regimant

gained the high ground opposite Staadt, the terrain advantaye
turned to the 94th Division.

vb) influence of concealment and cover on plant oOr
setion,

(1) Enenmy: At this paint in the wer it is
difficult to estimate the influence anything had an local
comnanders. Initially it appears the Germens mede 9gO0G ude of
the hLigh c.itfs on the Far banks «id the well-prepared.
disQuised and camouflaged pillboxes. However, as soon as tne
rgsistance +rom the F4th seened sincere, wanvy prisondrs were
taken with little or no “toe~to-toe" fighting. The wiil o+
the Verngn soldier appwarad to be in serjous guestion,

L TEE SRt
ety ©° 1y Commandera’ efferts to ba 1n veln,

(2) Friandly: The fog was probévly the sinsle

. . Liguest wuntributor &s toncealment facilitating the actions _-

the F3th., On & cClear dav, withh @Qood Gwrmen vositicnd acg
frelds of chusrvalion ang fire. and with asseult burts roiCong
[

e Sruseing  in wndat would fiave DREN DR L1gNT. LR Blar”
weuld heve Daen 1N d@ricus )euderdy, esuveclelly 10 Serria,

(g Justeclaes: P T2 che S a3 e &
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constructing the Siegfried Line in 139 - 1940, they built a
switch line along the base of the Triangle. This switch line
was built to a depth of two . K kilometers with pillboxes,
dragon's teeth, and anti-tank ditches quarding the rugged
terrain. The tactical purpose of the defenses was to exhaust
the attackers so that, even if theyvy succeeded in smashing

through the crust of the obstacles, they could be
counterattacked and wiped out."{1s&}

(d) Key Terrain:
(1) In area of operations:

(a) Enemy (east side of Saur River): The

Saar-Moselle Triangle south .of the communications center at _

Trier was decidedly key terrain as it was the last place to
. slop the Allies prior to Trier which would then open up the
Moswlle Valley to the Rhine and break the Siegfried Line at
Cablenz. The Germans made use of the defensible terrain to
contain the small bridgehead of the 94th until 24 Feb 45 when
“three armored infantry battalions crossed . the river under

withering fire" and by the 25th had freed the ®xpansion of the
bridgehead. (17}

- ‘ . tb) Friendly (west side uf Saar River):
“The terrain west of the river was opan or at best thinly
wooded and wunder direct enany observation. The low marshy
ground confined almost all movements to the roads leading to
the river. These roads were heavily zeroed in by the
artilleryv batteries in the Siegfried forts."(18)

(2) Fotential influence on OPLANS:

(a) Enemy: Retention of a stronghold i1n the
Seéwr=tMuselle Trisngle forced the Germans to cowmit elenents of
tne lith Panzer Division to that front. The crossing of the
Sear by the ?4th dinied any possibility of the 11th FZ baing
rulvesed to secure Metz For a spring offensive,. {15 The
crodging of the Saer xtsol; suceeded in diverting Geriwen
reserves S0 well that the enemy threw inteo eclion his anl
t pielning Dattalion of armor svatladle in the 3ector, "0,

tb) Friendly: A8 previdud: o diacunged.

lo. xxth_Corag, p.278.
17, lbidses P. 363,
$8. iRid.s P. 202
i®. Ibid.s p. 233,
-tle £QLQL& Do 295.
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reduction of thne Saar - Moselle Triangle and crossing the Saar
River were critical to te US plan to seize Trier. One has to
icok et Lthe naeed to secure Trier’s communicaticns center and
an opening to the Rhine to appreciate the importance of the
crossing by the F4th Division. This bridgehead permitted the

{Oth Aromored Division to cross and conduct the wvisibly
important assault to the northeast.

(@) Avenues of Approach:

(1) Best avenues for American forces: There
were no best avenues. As has been indicated, the roads were
fuw, poor and well targetad. The fact that thex ware the only
rcads available, made the decision less difficult.

(2) Enemy assumbtions: As was stated eerlier,
the Germans could not believe the Americans were attacking
down a hill, across a river and up steep cliffs.

(3) Criteria analysis for moving force (US):

. ta) Favorable observation, fields of fire,
cover and concealment: Everything favored the defender,

except the fog. Without it the inevitable crossing would been
much more costly. .

(b)) Avoidance of oabstacles: Could not be
gone by the F4th so they haed Lo cross the river, fight the
~1llboxes and assault the hills. No wmention of the words easv
wr fun in that sentence.

(€) Utilizaction of kay Lterrain: This was
wrubably not done as well ULy the Germans as it could have
Lwwi, Une must keep in amind that the 41eth had just been
Lesten ocut of the Saar - Moselle Triangle in a week oOf heavy
f19liting and was manned with many new (30ne very voung «nd
some very old), inexperienced replacemants.

(d) Adaquacy of manuever speca’ Not «n
t3%UQ a8 previously discussed. Only an option for light
timenbry unkil the bridgehwad wes decured ond the ercor
vilavlt forces could bve pushed ucroas.

2! Ess@ or movement: In winter, coinag
Jown  auddy rosds. Crossing e seven mile-par—hour river .G
clinabing steap hills. there 13 no such Lthina

ue P b
Mavdidweitt == gven withoul enemy fire.

"3) Relationship of  weather and rwrrain; T
SO we e d#a0hke SCrewn Lthat dllowen cthe Fébln LD Guerd e
Lor e w ittt sl il wyether oustaclies. R T TUL S thH

cheiiler would o much longer,
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B. Compariscn of Oppusing Forces Combat Erfectivenesas

1. Strength and Composition

(a) The numerical strengths of the opposing forces
could not be accurately determined from available scurces.

(b)) Tha strengths in weapons systems, fighting
vehicles and other key tactical equipment could. not be
accurately determined from available sources.

{ci The unit identifications of the forces
. involved were as follows? (21) .
A (1) 94th Infantry Division (as of 0400 19 Febd
: 45) -- . -
(a) 301st Infantry Regiment [attached
troops: Company B, 778th Tank Battaliong

Company B, Bist
Chemical Mortar Battalion (Hotoriz-d)J’

. (b) 302d Infantry Regiment (attached
troops: Sth Ranger Battalion (detached prior to 22 Feb 4%

river crossing)i Battery C, 445th AAA Battalion (SP); Caompany
B (reinforced), 748th Tank Battalion; one platoon from Company

D, 778th Tenk Battalions one platoon from Company C, 8ilst
Chemical Mortar Battalion (Mtz)1

(c) 3I76th Infantry Regiment {(crossed the
Sear with the 10th Armored Division) C(attached troops?
Company A, 778th Tank Battalion} Company C (=), 8ist Chewmical
Mcertar Battalion (Mitz)i 919th FA Battalionl

(d) Division Artillery: 30iat, 33étn.
390th FA Battalionsi (atttached troops:
(EP) (=)] :

and
465th ARA Bettalion

* (@) Division Troops:

(12 7™%:th Tank Battalion (less Company
C: Conpany A attached to J7oth Infantrvi Compenvy 8 attschec

vy Jrjet  Imftentrv: 30 Platoon, Companv D atlachas toe J4rn
Sy,on TrOOR.

(2) Company B wreinforced!). 748th Tank
‘=attalionl attached to J02d Infantry.

t3: <lth Recon froop (atiached tracaps;
Bettery D, 465th ARk AW Battal.on (S5F)t 3a Platoon. Comosnv 9.

TTHt Tank Cattaliont ODafense Flatoon, Headguarters coac+nyv,
r=th Infentry Divasionl

ol, 9dtn ID Acter Action Raport (rmk) for Faoruar. 134% . 0.

-page 20-

. 1unnarmnnnﬂmmxaﬁxa5ma1ﬁuinﬁvnxaﬁ3ﬁé&aﬁﬁnﬁﬁaﬁiﬁﬂﬂeﬁxaﬁKQNE&K&Sﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬂ!ﬁﬂiﬂﬁk
A Ya® - z I



» N

. e

4) - 319th Engineers: Supporting
infantry regiments.

- (S5) Company B, 8ist Chemical Hortar
Battalion (Motorized): attached to 30ist Infantry.

(4) Company C, 8ist Chemical Mortar
Pattalion (Motorized): 1st Platoon attached to 302d Infantry}
remainder of company attached to 374th Infantry.

(7) 704th Tank Destrover Batralion
tless Co C): Supportznq itnfantry regiments.

(8). 774th Tank Dcltroyer Battalion
(9) 319th Medical Battalion

(2) Eneay Forces: The German forces in the
area of the Saar crossing were under the control of LXXXII
Corps (part of Army Group G) and tonsisted of the depleted
236th Volksgrenadier Division and 2/3 of the weak 41é6th
Infantry Division. (22)

] (d) Comparision of the relative strength of the
opposing forces: The 94th Infantry Division was a +full
strength infantry . division, with armor and tank destroyer
attachments. The 94th was strong in artillery and suffered
from no ammunition shortages. On the German side, the 25sth
Vol ksgrenadier Division consisted of three grenadier regiments
of two Dbattalions each and one full artillery regiment
orQenized into four composite battalions. Including the
divisional troops, the ratio of actual to authorized strength
wag 2:3. The 256th was considered to have poor armasent and
the worps susmary rates. it as conditionally suitable for
defensive action.(23) The bunkers in the Wiltingen - Hettlacn
s#ctor were held by two battalions of Volkstraum, whose comdat
velue the LXXXII Corps knew had proved to be aextremely
low. (23) It would be fair to deduce that tha 41éth Infantry
Division wes contfigured as the 234th V3D. At this tine also.
while the Gersans had ehough tubes of artillery, they wers
suferinc *rom ¢ severe samunition shortegQew. Forr zhis resson,
Livzir  indirect fire support was liaited. The stter-acticn
rroort of the 11th Pancer Division states thet as 2arlyv »s (3
Jan 45 the 4d1sth ID was seriously battered, confused, #no
herdly it for further resistsnce. (2%)

22, Von Ingelheiw, Cagagecsnts _Fouaht by _tog _Lii:li_Corow,

25. lhidss p. 19,
<4. [Ridss P 22.

} i3. Von Wertersheim, Ihe_ Lith _Panzec_ Qi isivn_io b2
Ehineland, 2. S.
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() Supporting units (air, engineer, special

curpose farces, etc.)d The 24th ID was provided direct
sugport by the Sth Field aArtillery Group of XXth Corps
fartillery. The 3Sth FA Gp, consisting of both 100mmn and 13%nm
gqunNs,. was assigned the mission of reinforcing  the 94th

Divarty., The 193th FA &p was in general support of both the
""" " F4th ID and 3d Cavalry. (26) Engineer support for the 94th ID
was provided by the 135th Engineer Combat Battalion (D3) and
Hzadguarters, 1139th Engineer Group f(which assisted in
cbtaining crossing equipment).<{27) Lastly, air support was
provided by F-47 +ighter bombers, which operated under
division control throughout the month of Februarv. (28) On the
German side, the 4lé6th ID was supported by numerous Hetzer

mobile 73mm anti-tank guns. These guns were uwsed to
reestablish contact with an enveloped group of pillboxes at
. Tettingen. German artillery was rendered nearly ineffective

by the massive counterfire of US forces. There was no air

support +for BGerman troops during the Saar River crossing phase
i of this battle. )

?

(f). On 19 Feb 45, the division jumnpéd off with its
three regiments abreast. Each regiment attacked with two
battalions wp and one back. The division lost its 37&th
Regiment, throuagh attachment to the 10th AD, at 191800A Feb.

The F4th Recon Troop was likewise attached to the 10th AD at
191800& Feb. (29)

(g) Committed forces: The 94th ID cvrossed the
Sser with the 302d Infantry Regiment going acroses at Taben and
Lhe 3SQlst geoing across at Steadt. The 302d crossed with 1ts
+irgt battalion leading. Company C led the first battalion
asseult Followed by companies A and B, which passed throuah
Company L to secure the battalion’s objectives. The 3J0ist
crussed with the third battalion leading. Coapany I crogsed
first, +¢ollowed 1n order by companiss K and L. (30) Thea
valkstraum, who initially manned the westwall bunkers bv
themselves, were 1M the afternoon supported by the infantrv of
tta  approaching.4ié6th Infantry Division. At this point in the
batltle, the LAXXII had *~o reserve. (31) A ricte from
Fengrallautnant Fflieger sums wp the strength of Lie dlstn 1D,

- Ze. Evsrnes, History of the 24th Division, p. I6a.
27. 1lbig, .
28. F4th ID HAR, p. &,
9. 1bid., P. 4.
. Byrnes, pp. 287 - 89 and 293 - 298.
Ti. von Ingelheim, 2p. 26 - %7
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"Thereafter, the division had no more compact .infantry
reserves. On about 18 January, the lilth Fanzer Division teok
over the sector attacked. It was not subordinated to me,
theretore [ cannot furnish any re2port on its encamoments or
orders from Corps headquarters; however, the divisior had to
get  at  the disposal of the FZ division within 14 dayvs five of
their six battalions. And then they came back in
o remnants.... I can no longer discribe the further battles west
arnnd  east of the SAAR without additional data. Even if the
divigeion fought ezst of the Saar only with foreign infantry it
: is still true to say that there reached the eastern bank of
1 ' the Rhine only mere elements of the supply services, of the
eignal battalions, and of the divisional staffs." (32)

(h) Reinforcements - (strength and compasition):

Once across the BSaar, the initial battalions were reinforced
by the remainder of the infantry regiments and suppurting

. units, either by assault boats or as soon as bridging was in
place to allow for vehicular movement by armored and other
vehicles,. The 10th AD was eventually committed through the
f4th ID. It was on 24 Feb 45 that LXXXII Corps began to get
reinforcements, when Armv assigned to the heavily engaged
Jivisions, one SS battalion, then the service school (one
assault battalion), three reserve battalions of military area
XIl, and two regimental staffs. (33) It was not until 27

" February that the Germans got more reinforcements with the 256
VGD being assigned units "of the 2d Mountain Division (136th
Fagiment). On 29 February the 416 ID was assigned the 137th

Mountain Infantry Regiment, The 2d HMountain Division
consisted of two regjiments of three battalions each and one
artiliery regiment of four battaliaons, The division’s

Lraining was poor and its infantry was newly formed from
supply and other noncombat units. The corps rated the
division as only conditionally suitable for defensive action.
rctual to authorized combat strength was 1:2.(34) One
battalion from the (1lth Fanzer Division, which did not have
erugh  fuel to move from Lthe area when ordered, also was
utilized by the Germans. This unit, II Bn, 1{ith Fanzer
Grenadier Regiment, was available on the 22d. (33)

(9) Intelligence: * q
(a) rssets availeble to the opposing rorce2s: Un ‘
the Am@rican side, there was aerial vhotographv., prisgoner c#
war  interrougations, captured wmaps, Lthe U Corps”™ 3d Cavalrve
32. The_Rhineland_Camgaign_gf_the 316th_ID, o. 10, i
S3. Von Ingelheim, p.28.

3. luides Pe 29,
33. Byl"‘nﬂﬁg p- 300-
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Sroup and the 94th ID's reconnaissance troop. Lower level
units brought in information gathered by patrols and ccnstant
limited objective attacks. Information +rom the German gice
is not available. ' '

. {(b) Major sources of intelligence: Judging from
the accounts of the XXth Corps, the two main sources of
intelligence at Corps laevel were expert prisoner
interrogation, which enabled the corps to develop the =nemy
order cf balttle, and excellent aerial photography and
reconnaissance. At the division level, in addition to those
mentioned, patrolling was an important source of intelligence,
as were liaison spotter planes. These were. used to spot
targets, especially enemy artillery, and to fly commanders
over critical areas of the battlefield(36) Still another
source of intelligence used by the division when available,
was the 7th FA Observation Battalion, attached to XXth
Corps. (37) :

) , (c) Intelligence was disseminated in the form of
sand table constructions of enemy positions. These
congtructions _ were distributed down to battalion level. The
sandtables were available prior to the attacks made by the
?4th ID on 19 Feb 435, Some of this information had to be
timely, as commanders were flown over critical areas in
liaison planes, to physically inspect the terrain on which
they would later have to fight. The proof as to whether the
intelligence was effective rests on the fact that the 94th ID,
when ordered to make a full scale attack, crushed the German
unite west of the Saar River. There is no mention in the
apulicable readings of intelligence being available and not
being used. In fact, all indications are that intelligence
wat Qgalhiered and passed downm the chain to commanders who
immately iuwputed this information into their decision-making
Croucess. On the German side, the state of intelligence
aalhering is evident from this quote by Generalleutnant veon
Wietershaeind "The tanks, . committed through the gap thus
created, ran int® a German antitank ditch covered with sncw
and had considerable losses on account of the stoopage thus
causad, The lucal units e uloyed there until then had not
Lewnt  able to give the tanks a@xasct information abouvt the course
e Lhe ditch, presumably owing to ithe feact that these units
ware jumbled up and some had been thrown into the fight:ng
whiv  very recently. Thus the bagsic =lemnents of anv raid --
studdenness &nd gurprise were lost....The actual course of the
ant i =tank Jitche . cwas first discovered from an  Snerican

‘eeptured map! (3B)

Je. Ihe XXth _Corps, Its History_and Servige in WWII p. 257.
37. Byrnes, p. Z86.
38. Von Wertersheim, o. 19,
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(d) Integration of intelligence information into
the operational plans of the opposing forces! The best way to
illustrate the American side of this issue is through the

following quote: "General Maloney developed . his plan as a
logical extension of the earlier praobing attacks, this time
. aimed at a complete rupture of the Orscholz switch and early

capture of the Hogback ridge. Colonel Hagerty’s 3I0lst
Infantry was to make the main effort from Sinz to reach the
crest of the ridge and the highway leading northwest from
Mfunzingen. Colonel McClure’s 3I76th Infantry was to protect
the 301ist’s left Fflank while Colonel Johnson’s 302d Infantry
on the division's right was to strike almost dug east from the
Kampholz woods to the crest of the Hogback ridge and then roll
up the forward line of pillboxes further east. An elaborate
praogram of division and corps artillery was designed to

. isolate the battlefield, but to guard surprise by beginning
only as the infantry moved to attack. (39) The Americans had
the German fortifications of the Saar-Moselle Triangle
pinpointed down to the individual pillboxes making up the
tortified systems. The Germans make no mention of any
intelligence operation similar to what the Americans had.
This, and the fact that the Germans were disorganized and
constantly being moved into and out of an area, leads to the
conclusion that they did not use intelligence in formulating
their operational plans to the extent the Americans were able
tc do so. '

v (@) Intelligence influence upon the battle: The
meéjor influance on the battle was the advantage given to the
American comnanders. Using the information available, they
were able to know when and whare to hit the enamy and how best
to do it. The American plans were greatly influenced by
knowing where the enamy was and in what strengtn. This had a
tremendous impact in the 94th ID’s attack 19 - 22 Feb, when
the division crushed the Germans west of the Saar river.
Finally, the decision to make the hasty crossing of the Saar
was itself predicated upon knowing the enemy order of hattle
and taking advantege of the discrganization and confusion
caused bv the 94th ID's Jdrive to tha Saar. Xxth Corps know
that the river could be crossed before the enemv could recover
gufficiently to defend against such. (4Q)

6. Doctrinme and Training:

(2) Doctrines of the oppusing forces:

(1) Doctrinal literature at the L10e of the
speretion states the following: "When the snewv is alrwesdy in

3%. Chepter VII, Tha _Sasr Mogglle Triangls, p. ilo
0. The xith_Corps p. Zo2.
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possession of a river line which cannot be turned, the
.crossing must be forced. Under favorable conditions a river
crossing may be forced by rapid and audacious methods....In an
operation involving a river crossing the actual crossing 1s a
neans, not the end sought. The immediate purpose is to et
across quickly and economically and establish a bridgehead
which will protect the crossing of the raemainder of the
T comtand. . . . Reconnaissance of river lines across the routes of
sgdvance 1is begun by staff and engineer officers at an early
stage of the operation....In general, the attacker should
cpaerate on a wide front with several determined attacks at
s@parate localities....Engineer troops must be made available
2arly in the planning stage of the operation so that
reconnaissance can be made and equipment prepared and properly
) disposed....The unit engineer of the senior echelon is chargad
K wih all technical preparatory measures for crossing and for
the distribution of engineaer troops and material, the
construction and guarding of bridges, and the regulation of
traffic thereon."(41) Thus, at headquarters level, the XXth
Corps was in consonance with FM 109-5, June 1944, when they
decided to boldly attack across the Saar River. We have to
drop down to_  the level of the divisions within the Corps to
lock at & hasty river crossing. Doctrine states: “Advanced
elements are crossed by such equipage as is readily available
W can be improvised. The crossing must be boldly executed.
It is worth taking risks to prevent the enemy organizing
strong defenses, Flans should provide for the arrival of
ieading elements on a broad <front to take advantage of any
weak spots in the enemy position. In such an operation, time
18 of the greatesl importance and detailed reconnaissance and
slanning wust be dispensed with. Engineers are usually
nttached (o larger units of the division in such crossings.
cnginvers assist in utilizing commandeered &nd expedient
Crossing means, and construct rafts for the crossing of
snti=tank guns and combat vehicles."(42) The crossing was 1
boldly executed. The crossing site at Taben was practically E

.
.
-
.
)
g
o
..

wvervthing thet a good crossing site should not be, but it wes
the only one available to Colonel Johnson. (43) Not only was it
fre@ of snipers but the Gearmana were not expeacted tn he
pressed for a crossing at Mat point. Additionally, it was

Jiivious Lhat Hocker Hill would have to be teken bacauae né vF i3
domtnating position i€ the 302d waes to protect tne souch +lanmy i
or  the proposed bridgehead area. Owsoite the drawbschks, roe q

Angr jcand took the ridks st Taben 1n order to gut on che othar
s1de and sacure the southern portion of the bridgehwad site.

d41. M 100=-53 Field Sarvice Regulationst Operetions, war E
Duwar tment, 13 June 1943, pp. 225 - 230. g
42, i1 S=-6, EngQiriesr Field Manual, 15435, "Operations o+
Enginaer Field Units,” p. 87.
43, #vroed. p. 2BS.
X
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The engineers were attached from corps to the division and
manned tha2 boats that took the infantrv across. However, tihe
hoats were undermanned with only two engineers instead of
three. \44) "Each boat is [normallyl assigned a crew of three
awen and a guide who remains on shore."(43) There i3 no record
wf anvthing being improvised to move anti-tank guns and combat
vehiclee across the Saar. At Staadt, Company C of the 21%th
Engineers replaced Company A and stretched a rope across the
river to facilitate ferrying. (46) The corps and division wera
also acting within doctrine by attaching the engineers at the
crossing site. Doctrine scstates: "Engineers are attached to
subordinale tactical wunits of the division for sxecution of
engineerr tasks whenever the local tactical employment of the
enyineers has a controlling influence on execution of the
mission. For example, engineers should be attached to leading
infantry battalions for initial assault boat crossings and
@#arly construction of footbridges. Attached units should
revert to division control as soon as the need for attachment
to subordinate tactical wupits ceases in order that the
division engineer may shift the resoprces of engineer troops
and equipment to the front most essential to the success of
the division. - The time of the reversion is stated in orders
and may take place after leading bat alions of leading
regiments are@  «cross or aven la er depending on
circunstances.”"(47) This  was done with the engineers being
involved in the assault boat operation and building of rope
ferrys, fuotbridges., etc.

= ' (2) On the German side. a switch line was
built along the base of the Saar-Moselle Triangle. This
swiltch line was built to a depth of two kilometers with
pillboxes., dragon teeth, and anti-tank ditches guarding the
rugged Larrain, The tactical purpose of the defenses was to
axhaust the attackers so that even if they succeedea in
smeshing through the crust of the obstacles, they could be
wiped out by a mobile reserve held back for that vary
purpose. (48) q

(b) Established principles a2nd peitsrng <o
enployment of combet. combat support, and conbat service
supnort forcws? The established principles tur combat forces
Seil be Suwnmed up by viewing Lhe twc operslicns 1n whnicn

44, Bvrnes. p. ZES.

23, Fi1 S=4, P. 10i."

45, Byrnas, p. JU3. .

37, FH 53-8, ErgQinear Fiald Manual, Troocs and Uteratiors,
Hedhanigivn., 1541, p. &30,

33. The _Xxth _Curps p. 238.
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Guneral Walker, XXth Corps commander, amployed the 94th ID.
First, when the 24th 1ID arrived in the XXth Corpe sector,
Beneral Walker told General! Maloney on 12 February to begin a
series of stabs into the line in strengths not to exceed one
reinforced battalion. General Walker did this in part to
provide the division offensive combat experience., in part to
cantain the Germans in the Orscholz switch and possibly draw
reserves from another sector, and in part to gain a foothold
in the line +for later exploitation.(49) Later (arocund 15
February) when General Walker realized the Germans were
weakening, he called for an all out attack by the *4th
Pivision, heavily supported by corps assets. Oeneral Walker
wsed the words “"reckless abandon" in telling the 94th Division
to move Fforward and destroy the enemy in $front of it. (30)
Combat support, mostly artillery, was used to wear down the
enemy. . Both manuever and artillery units were greatly
successful in this role. The sources make no mention of
Anerican combat service support operations. Thus, in combat
and ccmbat support, the Americans from corps down to battalion
fought along established patterns -- attacks heavily supported
by artillery to inflict waximum casualties on the eneny, with
the goal of securing objectives necessary to continue the
attack, On the German side, both the LXXXII Corps and the
iith Panzer Division strongly objected to the way they were
utili-ed. A repart from the 1ith PZ Division states that the
fullowing experiences were confirmed:

(1) “To undertake & raid, sufficient time must
be given to &n armored force —— especially during the winter
-= far thcrough raconnaissance of the terrain, of the habits
wnd position of the enemy.

(2) "The infantry of an armoraed division must
not be allowed to bleed to death in unfavorable terrain
without its tanks. Iv the initiative cannot be gained at ore
point it must bo gQained at another place, without set
boundaries =-- which are biinders to & connand such as that orf
an armored - division, which operates like a cavalrv
command, " (31) The lith FZI ~lamad their mnisuse and yreaatly
weahened condition on the LXXXIT Corps. (52)

For vhetr part, Lhe LIZLZI] Corps reépwated Jenandaed Liat the
drachois oblique dJdefensive line be sbenduned end Luw djotn 1L
reiLired to Willince-Mettlack gsecticn of the Wastwali. The
pvilrcose 0f this was:' to have battlewiszse troons within the

49. The _Saer Moselle Trisngle, p. 117,
So. rXLlo _Corps, P. S35,

Si. Von Weitershein., p. 1uU.

52, lbide, P. 7.
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Westwall in the event the enemy launched a Dbreakthrough
otfensive. These suggestions by corps headquarters were not
approved. On 21 February, the fears of the corps materialized
when the American forces arrived at the Saar together with, ir
not before, the German troops. (53)

T (c) Publ ished doctrine and previous fighting
practices: As was pointed out earlier, the hasty river
crossing was in consonance with published doctrine., It is
2lso important to note that the 94th ID began its combat life’
in this battle. Before being commnitted in the Saar-Mosele
Triangle, the 94th was used in the containment of the Germans
in Lhe Breton portsi however, at that time they were Nnot
authorized to conduct offensive operations. (54) On the German
side, the issue of how the units fought prior to this battla
is & moot one, as they were so low on fuel, ammunition and
equipment, plus the poor quality of the men being received,
forced them to adopt their tactics to the reality of the
situation. Only the 1$ith PZ, in its initial actions against
the 94th ID was anywhere near its proper strength in men and
eyuipment. In their case, lack of fuel prevented them from
operating according to doctrine: "A large part of the tank
reginent remained on the 'east bank of the Saar from the very
Leginning, for want of fuel..."(33)

(d) Changes in actual tactics: The Americans
fought according to their doctrine and established tactics.
0n the German side, the changes in tactics were reduced use of
artillery due to severae amimuni tion shortages in all
calibers. (58) In addition, the Germans had no reserve left and
tihwererore could not plan counterattacks to regain the
initiative. (37)

() Level of training of forces involved: Praior
to leaving the US, the %4th ID did well in the eight
operations of Phase Ill training conducted in the Second Army
menuever arca in central Tennessee, despite having to give up
1900 personnel as overseas replacements just bLefore the
¢tarcise baegan. Post manauver training was conductad with all
tvpoa  of aroblems presented and a liberel amnunition allowence
for paell arms available, Ertendad rifle platocrn @#inerciaus
wer @ Dield FOr wp Lo Bix Jdays 4t a3 Lime. and @xpert 1afanirvingn
L=3is were counducted. (33) ~d stéeled L2fore, when landasd in

53, Yo Ingelhein, pe 32

4. Bvrnes, 0. 46 :

3. Vaon Wertersheim, ppe 3 = &,
5. vVon lngeliowim, op. 48, S5,
T Iuides Pe 27
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Crence, the 94th ID took part in containment of the German
units in the Breton ports, although they were not author izad
te conduct offensive ogerations. However, tney underwent
cattle indoctrination by constantly running patrols and
practicing infantry-tank coordination,etc. (59) Thus, when tha
division arrived in the Saar area. it was considered ta have
properly trained soldiers, NCO’s and officers. In addition to
adequate individual training, the 94th bhad conducted large

scale manuever and combined arms training. The linmited
vbiective attacks prior to 15 February also helped the 94th to
"bloody itself.” On the German side, there was a different

stury. The 2546th VED was activated in the fall of 1944 and
had fought in the Vosages under the 90th AK before going to
the Saar. It was rated only conditionally suitable for
defensive action.(60) The 4ié6th ID gseems - initially to have
been pruperly trained, but as losses continued to mount they
could be wmade up only from administrative and supply units.
The Volkstraum were considered to have & very low combat
value, thus it may be deduced that they were poorly trained
and suffered from numerous other handicaps. (61)

(f) "Use of combined arms and weapons systems: In
the American Army, the task organization (depicted earlier)
pleaced the supporting units in an attached status or in
support ouf the infantry regiments. Units were then further
Lroken down and cross-attached. The Americans did use
combined arms and often sent tanks and tank destroyers to
gupport infantry actions. On the German side, the lack of
furl wnade the use of combined arms 8 far more haphazard
undertaking. Many of the German armored vehicles only had
eqwugh fuel to move from one firing pusition to another, and
even these simple movements were sometimes bevond their
cepabilities.

(g) Overall combat effectivenass: As should be
chvious, the American combat power wus strong and growing
stronger., Thelr saffectiveness ovarall wdas high. The Germans
wore in bad shape prior to the ®4th ID°s 19 Februarv «attack.
By the Llime the GS4th ID re ted the Sear,the 20sth VGD and
~ialh I had bLewn dJestrove. a3 Jicvisional unitsa, Only
o wiiLe of  bLhisse Lwo dividiunsg end bwo Volbkstraun battalicons
Ldel e ue MuStered by Lhe Germens to covnter tha Sdih'g padauit
2.1233 ity Saear,

55. lhidas P. 96,
&¢. vVen Ingelheim, p. 15,
ci. lhid.s p. 22.
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7. Condition and Morale:

(a) The background tor this section has alreedy
heen developed and presented in previous portions of this
papear. Very generally, in. review, the German. 41sth Panzar
Granadier and Volks Grenadier Divisions were composed of few
exparienced officer and NCO’s and filled with verv young and
vary old men with with little or no current combat experience.
Besidas affecting the units tactical capability directly,
these personnel had a significant impact on unit coihesiveness,
genaral military discipline and the individual soldier’s
dedication to solving small but immediate problems. Maximum
edvantage was not taken of the rugged terrain, swift river
current and other favorable defensive factors. The German’'s
(individual and unit) dadication at this point in the war was
far short of that of the Japanese or even that of their own
soldiers earlier. Seeing the Western Front collapse around
them and hearing rumors of. the Russian Front did little to
bolster their morale. - Having just been pushed out of the
Saar-Moselle Triangle, the German sQldiers were. not well
preparad and the defenses were far from completely occupied
when the 3I0ist-and 302d Infantry struck across the Saar. The
isolating feature of pillboxes and snipers further degraded
the German team effort, Once the pillboxes were identified
thay could be attacked individually' and as was shown in
Serrig, were very vulnerable to the ingenuity of men of
Company K, 1ist Bn. 30ist Infantry. These wen under the
leadership of Corporal Patri, offered surrender to the
pillboxes one by one, systematically destroying those that
refused. They netted eleven pillboxes and 247 prisoners. (&2)

, b) The analysis of the 94th Division shows a
- mucn  different unit, While not long-term combat veterans, the
Fd4th had Just been involved in the clearing of the
Saar-Moselle Triangle. Whether their successes were due to
the general collapse of the West Well or to their own
sighting, the 94th was advancing esstward and had been given a
mission to cross & river and lead the way to the Rhine.
Conftidence, morale and general Esprit de Corps ware high.
Although statements are made that General Patton was nat
pleasvd with the parformince of Gensral Maloney and the Sd:h,
the wvidence Jrom lete Januvary througn the crossing of tne
Casr Rivar indicates the 94th accomplished :ts mgsion.
Fe haps Patton’s chastisements ware only exanplies of his
characteristic bravado to inspire men and’'units O Qreaiar
thirgs more quickly.
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(c) Farhaps the bigguwst singla contrast latwesn
the two forces wat the willingnass of the rRrmericasn solllers to
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of decision to find a way to success. While this was before
Vince Lombardi’s time of fame, it was his generation and
visibly demonstrates what the will to win can do.
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€. Courses of Action

1. The 94th Division was ordered to cross the Saar
River near Serrig and Taben after the Corps Commander, General
Walker, recomnended to General Fatton that the XX Corps cross
e Lhe Saar and seize Trier. General Walker received permigsion
from Patton on 21 February. The (0th Arnored Divsion was
assigned the mission of seizing a crossing at Ocken north of
Saarourg and capturing Trier. A regiment from the %4th
Division was attached to establish the initial brtdgehcad for
the 10th Armoread Divigion.

2. The 94th Division, minus aone regiment, was ordered
to cross the river near Serrig and Taben. The crossing by the
74th was intended to divert the German®s attention; tie up

. sizeable enemy forces  south of S.arburg; and establish a
bridgehead. The bridgeh@ad by the <94th Division was also
intended to be a springbpard for future operations to enable
the XXth Corps to capture the entire Saar Basin.

3. The 10th Armored Division ran int> much difficulty
at the onset. The 94th Division, on the other hand,
experienced success in their surprise crossing of the Saar,
The crossing commenced in the early worning hours of 22
February and by nightfall the Division was securely
esteblished on the +Ffar bank. They were helped by the dense
fog which lingered in the crossing area during. the morning.

4. The 94th Division received a "warning order"” of the
intended crossing by their liaison officer, Lieutenant H. J.
Dunners, whu notified the division headquarters at 211300
February. He overheard the Corps staff talking about a
proposed crossing and using his initiative called his
headquarters. Thus, the division's planning occurred entirely
at night, as H-Hour was set at 220400 Fabruary. The choices
for the f4th Division commander, GCeneral Maloney, were
virtually dictated by the present positions of his units and
the tiwing of the operation. He had no alternative except to
neke the crussing at the sites selectead. The actuel order uin
LT TN ) e "fragmentary order”) given by XXth Corps waes
reudlved 10 Lhe werly @vening of 21 Februarv.
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IV. The Crossihg.
A. Prae-crossing Disposition of Forces.

: 1. On the night of 21 February, the units of the
?4th Division were still consolidating their positions taken
from the Germans during the recent action to clear the
Saar-Mosalle Triangle. The Division had fought a good battle
and had made significant gains. Division soldiers felt that
they would be able to "belly-up tu the Saar, outpost the river
and enjoy a well earned rest.”(1)

z. The units closed on the river with the 30ist

Infantry Regiment in the north, occupying positions roughly

from just north of Krutweiler, in the morth, along the

. boundary  with the 110th Armored Division, to Serrig in the

south, Within this sector, the 2d Battalion was on the left

flank (north) and the 3Id battalion was on the right,
“garrisoning both Kastel and Staadt. (2)

*

3. The 302d Infantry Regiment’s sector extended
south from Serriq (the boundary with the 3Cist Infantry) to
just south of Taben, where it shared a boundary to Oberlasuken
with the Sth Ranger Battalion. Within this area, the 3d
Battalion occupied the right (north) flank and the 1st
Battalion the left. The Division Headquarters was at
Freudenburg. (3) !

4. The enemy defending the eastern shore of the
Saar River was a hodge-podge of units. In addition to the
l1ocal defense battalions occupying that section of tha West
Wall, General Hahm, the LXXXII Corps Commander was able to
supplament the defensa with elements of tha 256th Volks
Grenadier Division which had escaped across the Saar just
ahead of the American advance. Hahm was additionally helped
when his southern boundary was shifted northward, roughly to
the east end of othe Orscholz Switch, thereby freeing one
regiment of the 416th Infantry Division that had not been
involved in the previous batt . (4) Hahm had also manaqad to
prass into action one of the panzer grenadier battalions of
the 11th Panzer Livision which had not vet laft the ares. (3!

1. 3yrnes, Laurence G. (editor). Histery _of_the_94%h
ingantey Davision io World Wer II, p. 283.
2. Ibid. p. 28S,
3. Ibid. p. 282
4. HMacDonald. The Lasi_Qfitansive, ». 130, ,
45- The Ceature gf _Lhe Zeer-Moselle Triengle, XX Corps,
D. 14.
-Dage 3Jd- o
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s. The enemy units were deployed along the
fortifications and pillboxes which comprised the West Wall.
These defensive positions were planned ¢to be autually
supporting and ran to a depth of three kilometers at some
points. However, at one point, the defenses thinned out
considaerably, "In the vicinity of Taben and Serrig, where the
eastern btank of the Saar rose in a sheer precipice from the
water’'s edge the Germans considered the addition of man-made.
defensaes to be practically superfluocus.”(é) Still, the
Gearmans "boasted that the position was impregnable.”(7)

- o

é. As wentioned earlier, the 94th Division had not

axpected to be ordered to continue the attack without a break.

The idea of immediately pressing the attack across the Saar

. "seened fantastic. *(8) The Division's losses (over one

thousand casualties) were considered severe.(9) During the

period 19-20 February, the ‘94th had participated in the XX

Corps offonsive to clear the Saar-Moselle Triangle. In heavy

fighting along the base of the Triangle, the division had

cleared the area east to the banks of the Saar. The towns of

Taben, Rodt, Hamm, Kastel, Staat, Trassen, and Kencitingetin

had just been seized from the Germans on the 2ist along.with

: 347 prisoners of war.(10) Nevertheless, as soon as the idea

é of continuing the attack was planted (at about 1400 hours

! that day) the Division Commander, Major General Maloney,

z immediately gave instructions to begin preparation for an

. assault crossing of the Saar. Reconnaissence and resupply had
v
>

o B I i L i I R ™t Ml e

to begin at once if the 94th was to continue the attack across
tire river,

. 7. An aerial reconnaissance of the Sasr River was
3 crdered from Merzig to Trier and the two regimental coamanders
sent patrols to "investigate the west bank of the river for
possible crossing sites and likely observation posts.™(11)
Tha 30ist Infentry patrolled in the area around Stasot and
Krutweiler. A crossing site near Staadt was selected bDecause
the area around Krutweller had not been completely cleared.

8. Meanwhile, the 302d Infantry was also sesrching

* 8, Ibid. BP. ‘2“30
. 7. Byrnes, op.cit., p. 28s.
d8. 1lbid., p. 283,
’ %. NecDonald, op.cit., p 129,
10, &itar-Action _Rapart, 94th Infantrvy Division, }
January = ¢ May 194%, p. 21.
it. Bvrn"o OD.Cit Pe 203,
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for likely crossing sites. A possible site at Hanm was
rejected because there was no road leading to the river and
enemy defenses on the opposite shore were already in place.

Instead, the 302d selected a site south of the assiagned’
oridgehead area in the town of Taben. "Taben was practically
everything a good crossing site ghould not_be, but it was

the only one available ... in all likelihood, the enemy would
not expect an American crossing at this point."(12)

e,

P Little current information on enemy activities
in the sector was known. To be sure, the earlier exhaustive
analysis of the West Wall defenses was helpful in determining
enemy defensive positions, but the size and strength of the

> TR A b N v & VRIS

> defending units was not known. The wunits which would
7 ultimately defend the crossing included both battie weary
s . troops arid fresh but unseasoned soldiers as well. e
v, 10. Due to the lack of detailed intelligence
E concerning the enemy’s strength and locations, it is difficult
O to conpare the relative combat power @f the opposing forces.
N While the 94th Division had suffered significant losses in the
> previous days®'~™ operations, morale "among the troops ran
high." (13) :
&~ it. The enemy, on the other hand, had just been
?. routed from the Triangle and morale among its soldiers was
X 1ow. Few units were capable or willing to put up a determined
i defense. All of the German defenders had tasted defeat at the
. hands of the Americans with the possible exception of the
) enemy pillbox battalions.

g 12, Corps Field Order No. 11, directed the Division
‘ to continue the attack across the Saar. The Division, as part
cf the XX Corps offensive to seize Trier, was to attack across
the Saar between Saarburg and Hamm on the night of 21-22
rebruary to establish a bridgehead on the eastern shore and be
prepared to contipue the attack.(14) The Division’s initial
vbjwctive was a chain of hills about six thousand yards =ast
of Serrig. ’

. 2 * L I

-

13. Following receipt of thne* Corps order, the
tivision i1ssued its order. Tha 301st Infantry in the north
wed Lo altack east at G400 houwrs on 22 Fedruary to establish a
brigyehead from Serrig north to a peint opposite Krutweilaer,
2 continue to advance to seite its portion of Lhe Livision's
initis]l objectives. raditionally, the wunit was Lo malncain
cunbtaclt wilh the 10th &racred Rivision on the left rtoarth) and
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12. 1ioid. p. 283,
13, bid, m. Z83.
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Lhe I0Zd Intfantry on the right.

14, The Z02d was also ordered to attack at U400
houwrs to secure a bridgehead from Serrig south to the river
kend &t Hamm and to continue to ush eas* o secure Lthat
pertion o the Division's initial abjective 1iés zone. The
ragiment was also charged to maintain contact w~ith the J0ist
Infantry on its left (north) and the 3th Ranger Battalion on
its right. (13)

15. According ta an amendment to the XX Corps Field
Grder, the 5Sth Rangers would pass through the I0Zd, once the
bridgehead had been westablished, and infiltrate through the
gnemy to seize and hold the high ground southwest of Zerf in
arder ta secure the road network in that area. These roads
would be usad by the tanks of the 10th Armored Division to
advance on Trier. Additionally, seizure of this road network
would prevent the enemy from bringing up reinforcements to
counterattack the 24th. (18)

16. The XX Corps ordér also specified the
attachments of -tank, anti-aircraft, and tank destrovyer units
tao the Division for the attack, as well as providing a company
from the 81st Chemical Motor BRattalion. (17)

17. The Division’s 319th Engineers were given the
missicn of ferrying the initial assault waves across the Saar
in boats, and they immediately set about to coordinate with XX
Corps Tor the necessary assets. After - several delavs,
sinty-four boats were obtainred to support the Division's
crossing.

18. in addition to the three battalions of
artillery assigned to the ?4th Division Artillery, the Corps
rrtillerv's Sth FA Group was assianed the mission of
reinforcing the fires of the $4th. The 195th F& Group, whose
mission was generil support, «lso ranged the 94th area or
opereations. Firepower available to the 94th for the crossing
vhimrefore included calibers frol 103mm up to 240mm.

19, The scene was set for Lthe crossing.

1'5. Ibid., p. 284,
&, Capture of the_ Saar-ioselle, ». i4

17. Byrnes, op.cirt. pp. 28B3-284.
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J : "B. THE CROSSING. , ’ ‘

i. The night of Z1-22 February was spent in raoidly
deveioping and disseminating plane for the crossing and in
agsembling troops and eauipment abt the assembly arzas: Taben
and Kastel. Although the various accounts do not zddress

L weather conditions that night, moonrise must have occurred
garly and provided illumination, as it did the following
night. (18)

2. The 22 of February began with troons of C
Company, 1-202 Infantry in the town of Taben and the entire 3Jd
Rattalion, 30Qlst Intantry in - Kastel. Betwgen the hours of

midnight and 0400, the temperature must have continued to
drop, causing first a ground mist, then heavy fog. Since the
crossing was scheduled to begin at 0400 hours, the troops were

. probably aroused by 0300 hours for weapons checks, feeding,
and preparation for movement.

: 3. XX Corps had provided S9 assault boats (each
weighing 1000 pounds) and five motor boats. Since the
original division plan called for three companies to cross
gimultaneocusly, the boats were probably divided as follows:
Twenty to twenty—five assault boats to the 302nd Infantry
Regiment, providing a .capability to cross Z00-230 men (one
company) at Tabens the 301lst Intantrvy Regiment was qgiven
34-33 assavlt boats providing a capability to cross 340-=-350
men plus § motor beoats for use in crossing the second and
subseguent waves once the far bank was secured. Doctrine
called for 34 assault boat to cross an infantry battalion with
two rifle companies abreast. (2)

3. At 0300 howurs, the first six boalts arrived at
Taben and were manhandled down. to the river’s &dae.
Simultaneously, a battalion field train from the 3J02d Infantry
Regiment erroneously entered Kastel, lost perhaps due to fug.
while attempting to turn  the convoy in the narrow and

1irregular streets, the engineer convoy with the Corps assault
boats arrived.

3. The heavy fog both aided &nd hindseaed  the
croseing operations. At Taben thne feqg had Jdispersea *
SMgmeer Convey,  cauwsing anly  six boats to arrive, hthese ar
mowr late, gut fog also concealed their movement to the
river’'s edge, the crossing of the river., and the attack on thks
Guirrnan pillboues. At Kastel and Staadt, the fog causea 2
Lraffic jam (at Kastel), the missed movement times ot tns
assau]l ting companies, and a piecemeal attaclh.

e

Lo

18. The_G4th_Ilnfantrv_Division, p. 273,
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15, EM_S=b6, 1743, p. 121, Para. %7
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6. At Taben, which was to be the divisional

.. supporting attack, the crossing began at 0650 hours. and the
> A o 1st Besttalion, 3032d Infantry was across by 1200 hours. The
rapid clearing of an area at least 100 yards downstream and

230 yards upstream secura2d the far bank. Thus, the subsequent

lifting of the fog within the river valley at 1000 hours only

. swerved ta expedite the crossing of the remainder of the ist
R Battalion and the 3d Battalion.

7. At Staadt, which was to be the 94th Division’s

main  abtack. the fog caused the initial assault companies (I

and k) to cross lines of march to the river bank, thereby
raversing the planned positions for the crossing and attack.

Additicnally. not - enough . boats were available to

» simultaneously cross both units. At 0750 hours, 1 Company had

T crossed and was scattered over a wide frontage on the far bank

E near - the town of Serrig. The unit failed to rapidly leave the

. river due to barbed wire entanglements, which had been

partially submerged due to local floaoding. I Company came

under +ire as the defenders blindly fired into the fog. By

& - 1000 hours when the fog lifted, the 30ist Infantry had only

ﬁ captured a few pillboxes and had not concentrated its efforts

E un the far "bank in a decisive manner. As more boats weére

available (assault, then motor boats) they were employed in a
piecemeal manner. ‘

8. A crucial error occurred when the unit failed to
continuously employ emoke to replace the shielding effects of
the iifting fog. thereby allowing enemy artillery to
accurately locate 30ist units and crossing sites. Subsequent
use oOFf smoke could not make up for this error. By 1500 hours,
the 301ist finally had Companies I and K across but had to

E
i
»
R suspend operations until dark due to unacceptable casualties
E of wen and boats.

3. This respite allowed the division staff to put
tie status of operations in proper perspective. The JI02d
Infsntry had, be now advanced north along the river bank,
taking bunkers one at a time by . flank attack. They had
enmploved artillery and hads:illed approXximatel vy 123 Sermans,
A Lo include an undermanned enemy company moving to reintorcems

Seemr iy ar to counterattack the 3I0lst. Tive twbogrann
nPrevented =nemy  artillery +trom interdicting the crossing sile
atnd  Lwa  battalions (8 companies) crossad. Hocker Hill, key

errain for securing the crossing site, was under friendiv
conhbkrol.

10. On the other hand, the 30ist Infantry whicn had
recelved the bulk oFf the division’s support, sustained high
caswalties, and were stalled near the river bank after
¢rassing onlv 2 conpanies. The decision to reinforce success
i@, redesignate the 3I02d as the wain efrort) was chvi.ous to
the divigsion slatf as was the subsequent (X Corps decision to
Lrogse the Joulth Armored Divisions at Teben due to khe falurs:
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to secure a crossing further north.

11. By 1900 hours, dJarkness had

fallen and &
Company, 1-302d Infantry entered Serrig, relieving pressure on
the 301st, and convincing the German forces that Taben must be
retaken., An

hour later, the 3rd Flatoon of C Company, 1-302d
repulsed an  eneny counterattack east of Serrig and L Company,

3-301st Infantry had crossed at Staadt, and I and K Companies .
started to clear the northern portion of Serrig. Mconrise
provided illumination which aided the crossing of the
remainder of the 3rd Battalion, 302d Infantry at Taben as well
as aiding the operations of the 3-30ilst. By 0400 hours, on

the morning of the second day, the . 3-30ist Infantry had

cleared the bunkers in Serrig and had taken 247 prisoners.

12. Completely. missing from the 94th fn*antry
Division history is any mention of the use of tactical air
units to suppress enemy indirect fire on the crossing sites or
to

provide intelligence on enemy counterattacks. The February
1945 Division After Action Report,credited the field artillery
liaison aircra#ft with being an important source of
intelligence. The F-47 fighter bombers which operated under
division control during the month of February were used to

conduct  «&n armed reconnaissance north of the crossing site, to
Trier. Although 5 tanks and 10 motor transports were reported
destroyed this day, one cannot help but wonder if their use in
direct

support.of the c¢rossing at Staadt would not have proved
to be the decisive factor for Lhe 301st Infantry.

L)
'
~DugE 4= !
|’|
;‘
R T a0
o A } o N _h".'hﬁ-.*-.

.‘\q.:-‘\‘-_‘_._;‘_- M

R \- ._;. \-'_‘;‘-‘.'9' Y

(S ".',.'.‘.- = ..\- )'P 'ﬁ;‘e. S\.E?J!\-'.r ’-h‘




CCOLl HYreg-
03500 Hrg-
06038 Hrg-
0650 Hrg~

1000 Hrsg-
1200 Hrg-
1300 Hrg-

1900 Hrg-
2000 Hrg-

2200 Hrg-

22 FEB 45

0500 krg=-

22 FEB 45 (Taben

Prisonersg.,

CHRONOLOGY

21 FEB 45 .

1400 Hrg- Division Liaison Officer at xx Corps HG
advises of potential river crossing
operation,

1204 Hrg- Division receives Xx Corps Field Order #11.

----- - 2000 Hrg- Division Plans made and approved.

2200 Hrg-

1/302 In+¥ received regiment order.
Crossing)

C/1-302 at Tabern.

First & hoats arrive,

First boat in water,

Crossing begﬁns: Company Clears area at
least 100 vard downstream and 230 vards
upstream of site, Companies A, B, and D

Cross. Capture 73 prisoners.
Fog 1lifts.

A and B/t-302
S=-302d assembl
crossing,
bank. Takes bunker
artillery,
S000 yards.,
Hill,

(<] Company entersg Serrig. .
S/C/1=-302 repulse enemy counterattack east
of Serrig.

Rll of 3-302d aCross.

begiq advance toward Serrig.

d begin
dvances north along river

8 on bank. Supported by
kill about 125 Germans. Advance

3-302 cross and climb Hocker

\Staadt Crossing)

Bn traing from 3024

Srronecusly entaersg
Kastel,
0518 Hrg- I and K Companies leave Kastel for Staadt
with boats.
. 0750 Hrg- Company Scattered over wide frontage.
3 0825 Hrs~ Request motor boats.
< U930 Hrs=- Enemy artillery and mortar fire on Staadt.
4 1140 Hrs- (g3t and 2nd ~itg of Kk Company cross,
: 12G0 Hrs= New boatg witn motors arrive.
14857 Hrg- Remainder of K, Bn Cdr, and Art. L.G. cress.
. Swcke is lifted ot crossiig sice. Snemy
hly indirect fire on Crossing site.
. 17060 Hr g- ~Liempts to Cruss haltad untj] nignt,
2000 Hre- Company Crossed with minor Cascaulties
I and K start to clear narthern cortion o«
Serrig. Clear bunkers arg teiag 247
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C. Major Phases of the Battle, 23 - 24 February 1945

1. Status at close of D-Day: By nightfall on D-Day one
nattalion of the 30ist Infantry Regiment and two battalicns of
the J02d

Infantry Regiment were firmly established on the far
bank and half of Serrig was cleared and secured. (20} The 3d
Battalion, 301st Inf, crossing at Staadt, had by 0400 on 23
February cleared the riverfront and taken 1% houses in Serrigs
the Dbattalion was pushing south.{21} From the 302d Regiment,
ist Battalion had two companies, A and B, pushing into Serrig
from the scuth and Company C in defensive positions op high
ground to the east of the towni 3d Battalion completed

ctessing by 2200 hours and the companies formed a perimeter
defense on Hocker Hill during the night. {22}

. 2. 23 February, D + 11

a. At dawn, C Company, 1st/302d was hit by an
. undesignated German assault which was repulsed after an hour
of heavy Fighting. This action highlighted difficuliies in
combat support during the sarly phases of the operation. Due
to the fluid nature of the situation, identification of
friendly +forward traces was impossible. This lead to the
establishment of a&a No Fire Line, by Division Artillaery, east
of Serrig; the result, in addition to C Company’s problens,

was lack of artillery or tank direct fire support for the
infantry as they cleared Serrig. (232

4
A

RO E L.

b. In the town, the 3Id/301st continued fighting
ihrough the night to clear the area from the river to thae
railroad tracks? patrols established contact between that unit
entd the 1st/302d, who had fought through from the south. In a
cocrdinated action the two units searched and cleared the
remainder of the town. Daspita constant indirect fire from
tre Sermans, Sarrig was cleared as of 1820 hours; the
battalions then assumed defensive positions for the night.<{24:

WA

<,
v,
<.
8
&
o

c. At the Taben crossing site, 2d Battalion, 302d
connenced movement shortly arter midnight and despita
Net' #8551 MY artillary fire, was complately acroas by 04833
howrs, (252 Given the misdion to clear the river ros«d to Serris

prolt 18

4X Corps Opmrations Report, The Capture of the_Sa

proiiusella
Triangle_and Trigr. o. l4.
21. Histerv_of thg %ath_Infantry Division_ in_eQrld wWar _II, n. T99 4
<
22, lbid., p. 291, N
23. Ikidys P. 291 N
24, lbid,, p. 302.
23. Ihyd., p. 301,
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"and the cliffs paralleling it, the commander opted to wmove the
battalion along the ridge road while sending a heavy patrnl on
the river road. The patrol had little difficulty negotiating
the numerous but mostly empty pillboxes enroute., and late in
the afternoon met a patrol from 1/302d moving south from
R Serrig. The road was clear and passable other than a2 huge
crater that required subsequent engineer work. The main
elements were not so fortunate. As the lead company neared
the terraced vineyards on the cliffs opposite the Hemm bend,
it was hit by heavy machinegun and rifle fire from emplaced
zwlements ovf the Il Battalion, 111th Fanzergrenadiers and
stopped completely. The units strung out behind the lead
elements, in restricted and open terrain, were subjected to
the Oerman’s effective use of mortars. Unable to bypass or
maneuver in the restricted space, all attempts to break the

. bottleneck with patrols during the night proved
unsuccessful . {26

d. Back at the 3J01ist crogsing site at Staadt, the
action took a decided turn for the worse as intense artillery
fire became increasingly deadly. The 2d Battalion/3I0ist
Infantry’s attempt to cross in darkness succeeded in getting
only (wo platoons of Company 6 across baefore heavy lossas in
the battalion and amongst the engineers caused a standstill.

After daylight, just as the crossing was to be restarted, the
site was hit by a heavy concentration resulting in heavy
casualties, to include the battalion commander.{27} At
approximately 1200 hours, prior to another attempt to start
crossing, the battalion received orders to terminate
cparaticns and to move back tao Freudenberg to become the
divisior reserve.{28) Tha site, although closed to major
crossings, was used for farrying operalions to resupply tha
3750ist and to evacuate wounded from Serrig. As the Germans’

interest 1n the site decreased, the remaining elemeonts of the
3/3018t were moved across the night of the 23d. (292

Te 478

) 3 - o i RS S SR A
Tty IO crs @ e e e i : s

—w
»

e.. The major combat service support problem during
this initial phase was clear! ' the supply o+ assault hoatz, a
shor tage oxacerbated by the Cwrmans effeclive use of indirect
LR More than two hundred boats were uwsed during thie
vcoerarion  af which only 27 were in operatiun wnen the i1nrsnley
conmpleted the crossing of the Saar river, {302

<o. Ibidss p. J0OZ.
7. 1bid.; p. SO3T.
28. Ihidsy D.3S04,
£9. ibid., p.30S.
J0. Ibids, p. 303G,
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f. With the comparative ease witnessed in crossing
at Taben, the J0lst Regimental Commander recommended attaching
his 1st Battalion to the 302d: this was approved and the
1/30ist was ordered to cross as soon as possible. (31> The unit
started crossing at 1730 hours, moving then to relieve the
2,302d on Hocker Hill; the relief was completed as planned
that night and the 3/302d moved down from Hocker Hill in
preparation for movement to Serrig by way of the river
road,. {327

i G. One . other action of note on D+1 accurred sarly
ihat . morning (23d). The Sth Ranger Battalion .(20 officers and
378 enlisted men), having crossed the Saar late on D-Day,
filed through the lines of. the 3I/302d on Hocker Hill at
approximately 0200 hours. From there they moved to take high
ground southwest of Zerf. (332}

h. As | noted praviously, combat support,
specifically artillery fire, was pf linmited use during this
dey's operations; the infantry received no support in action
around Serriq nor 1s there any indication that fires were
called in tha action at the Hanm bend bottleneck. Extreme
Jifficulty in executing counterbattery fire was noted as due
to incomplele fixes on gun locations by the infantry. As
liaison planes became involved in spotting, counterbattery
fires improveds the Germans’ Hhighly mobile rocket batteries
continued to cause trouble. {34 .

Z. 24 Fsbruary, D+2:

a. Comnencing at 0400 hours tha last infantry
vattalion, 2/301st, crcssed at Taben. The unit, sevarely
depleted by the attewpted crossing at Staadt the previous cav,
consisted of a composite company (F/B) of 70 soldiers and E
Cuompany of approximately S0 men. (35} The battalion was ordered
tu woccupy high ground to the south of 1/30ist on Hocker Hill,
hence becoming the division's right flank unit. As tha
composite company moved to the high ground to the right of the
1/301st, they encountered a strongpoint which thev were unadias
Lo wovercomed! they withdrew slightly and s2t up positions. (J&3
Tompeny E. wmaving up on the composite cocmpany s left. aiso

Sh. Ibid.. p. 308,

32-_1Qld;; p. J07..

33. XX Corps. Operaticne Report, p. 14.
J4, Burnes, p. 308,

35. lbid., p. 309.

Te. Ibide, b. 309,
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encountered an enemy strongpoint. Following reinforcement by
22 men of the battalion Antitank Flatoorn, and a short but
effective artillery concentration, the unit took the position
and captured 25 prisoners. The company then established
derensive positions tied in with the 1/301st and their sister
F/G Coanpany. {373

b. That morning the 3/301ist assaulted to seize the
nigh ground overlooking Serrig to the north. Advance was
stzady throughout tha day, although slower ‘going in the
heavily Fortified area along the left flank (the river side),
sard the high ground was occupied by the late afternoon. {(38:

c. The 3I/302d who had been relieved on Hocker Hill
by the 1/30ist diring the night found the ridge road still
blocked by the bottleneck of the 2/302d. The commander
decided to use Lhe river road to reach Serrig despite the
dangers posed by the Germans in position on the cliffs. In
brosd daylight the battalion moved the entire route without
receiving any fire, arriving in Serrig at 1130 hours.(&?)

d. Given the crisscrossing of ragimental boundaries
that had occurred, the division reorganized crossattachments
as of 1100 hours: The 301lat Regiment consisted of its own 3d
Battalion with two platoons from G Company of the 2d Battalion
and the 19t and 3d battalions of the 302d: the 302d Regiment
consisted of its own 2d Battalion and the 1st and 2d (=)
battaiions of the 301st, {40}

e. The division was supplied one M2 treadway bridge
wnich was designated to be empioyed at Taben. The 155th
Combat Engineers, assivted - bv Compeny A oFf the 3I12th
Engineers, sncountered a number of difficulties but the
construction, starting at 0230 hours, was completed by 1350
Bours. The +first tenk across settled one of the pentoons
which ragquired exire repair, efforts before the remainder of
the division's tank battalion, the 778th, could pass.{41)

§f., The armored ce>un arrived in Ser 19 at 1800
e 8, Signeling the start of +urther operations. The 3/302d
pushad out ko high g¢round norithesst uf the town where juist
orior to the following Jdawn the infantry. with assistance of
tetibde Clearwd the finel pilibox. Four tanks, with securit:

7. Ibides P. 311
8. Ibid.. p.312.
3%. 1%id.. P.313.
40. Ibids,s P. 311,
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provided by B Company, 1/302d, moved to a position east. of
Serrig with the intent of assisting 2/302d in braaking tne
ridge road bottlenecks and A Company, 1/302d moved out to tie
in with the position of C Company. The 3/301lst, whc recently
accupied the high ground north of BSerrig, was ordered to
continue torward onea thousand vards to the naxt
streamline. {(42) '

g. That wmorning the 2/302d attemped to manuever’
against the enamy positions on the ridge road but heavy
flanking fire from  machineguns proved too intense and
withdrawal was necessary. With arrival of tanks in thea araa
plans were made for a night attack. The battallion’s advance
was surprisingly easy that night; most of the enemy had
wil thdrawn, The 1/302d was contacted and the 2/302d closed
with them for the night. A platoon of G Company had been
inedvertantly left behind} they were discovered and driven
from pasition by a German force that also retook the pillbox
et the junction of the Serrig road and the Hamm bend, thereby
severing the route. Just before dawn a patrol from 1/301st
took the pillbox, killing seven and capturing
twenty-three. (437

h. As of the close of D+2, both regiments of the
division were completcly across the Saar with division troops
in the process Oo0f crossing} Serrig was clearedi and a secure
bridgehead from north of Serrig (1500 yards) to south of Taben
(a'- few hundred vyards) had been established with one floating
treadway bridge operational in the vicinity of Taben. {44} The
Pusty crossing of the Saar river by the 34th Division was &
SLUCERSE.

4, Subsequent action: In the two days that followad,
the 94th continued to expand the bridgehead. Following the
taking of Peurig and link-up with the 10th Armared Division.
the latter assumed control pf the Corps bridgehead. At that
point the bridgehead was 11,000 vyards wide and 5,000 yards
Jdewp. north of Ccken tc south of Taben. Combat Command B of
thia 10tk aArmored Division had completed crossing at Taben on
Ded wnd Combat Command & started crossing at Serrig the sans
- e The clwaring of Bauriq cpaned tne wav for cconstruction
.t w bridge et Searburg which was operational bv midracght on
e Fwlituary (D+8),.{35) Aidea Ly the push o¥ tha [O0Lh Araocss
rvigrion sto Zwrf  and bevond, the Sith continued expansicn of
tivp Dridgehwed; wn 1 Merch it was <ut o @ depth or four

42, IDide. Be 3id.
43, Ibides pP. 3t3 - St6.

44, X Curps Querations Reveort., o, s,
'!-5- '3‘;’.""'*‘. (=1 3:&0
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miles, action which also supported the drive on Trier. {457 -
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d6. XX Corps Operations Report, »n. .5%.
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D. DESCRIBE THE KEY EVENTS. -

1. une key strategic oversight on the part of the

German defense planning staff was to play a significant role

in tiwe outcome of the battle: The defenders failed to provida

T adequate dJdefensive positions along the West Wall opposite the

town of Taben. The 302d Infantry Regiment seized the

opportunity to cross the Saar at this point, conquered the

formidable natural defenses, attacked the German defenses from
tne flank, and forced the crossing.

2. Initially, the 302d Infantry had been ordered to
make the crossing in zone betwsen the towns of Serrig and
Hana. The latter was rejected as & crossing site because
there was no road down to the.river to put the assault boats
into the water. Additionally, the defenders opposite Hamm had
already been spotted. . Crossing at this site would bDe
difficult at best.

3. Farther south, outside the regiments’s assigned
bridgehead area, was the town of Taben. Ultimately this town
was selected as the 302d Infantry crossing site because it had
a road which went down to the river’'s edge. The opposite
shore; however, was another problem. The enemy bank consisted
of & twelve-foot vertical retaining wall. FPerched on top of
the wall and paralleling the river were a highway and a
railroad. Beyond these the terrain rose in a vertical rock
clisf suome 400 faet high.(47) “"Taben was practically
everything that a good c¢ressing site should npt be . .
. " (48) Despite this observation and the natural obstacles,
Taban wae selected as the 302d’s Reqgimental crossing site.

4. The GBermans were aware that this particulaer
point in the West Was has not baeen prepared with defensive
gositions. They considered man—-made derenses to be

practically guperfluous becavuse the land rose in a sheer
grecipice from the water.'s @dge. (4%) The regQion was
considered impragnable. According to a statamant made bv
Gwrmarn Lieutanant Colonel Albrecht Roeschen, "hNo one could
Fave 2p=ctezd that the aAnericans would attack azroes tnis
steec countrv, bSSut they did."(J0) Hot only wez the crogsing
et that ooini vnanoected, but once Jiscovarad, {14zl could 2w
wexnve Lo interdiclt tt, Flat-irajwctor » waacons covlin bt rescn

47, sBvrn9s, History @f Lhe Fith_lorantry Division_io_
WW_ 11, p.289. ‘

48. Ibid.

49, Tha Caplyre_of _the Saer-itoselle_lciangls_sod_T;er:
(D_hecenber 13743 _=_12 Targh 1543, 4x Coros. uon. 12-iJ.

. bBvrnes. op.cit. b, 300G,
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down into the deep river gorge. (51)

3. That this crossing site would play such a key
role was not anticipated by either side. Once the Germans
identified the site, all they could do was to "trv to
interdict and harrass the road lecding to the crossing.” (52)

v But this 1ad little effect.

. On the other hand, once the Americans realized
the German dilemma with this site, forces were diverted from
the crossing site at Staadt and gsent across at Taben.
Earlier, the Sth Rangers had used the same Taben site to cross
the Saar in order to accomplish their mission deep behind
ernemy lines. The Americans quickly took ddvantaqo o this and
uged it to their best advantage. . .

. 7. This key event, the selection of the Taben
crossing site, offered the Americans several advantages in
addition to the ones previously mentioned. Not only were they
able to move +forces across in rolativn safety, but they wers
able to react to the advantage to push more soldiers across
then had been- previously envisioned. The Crossing at Taben
carried for the Americans the element of surprise. The few
guards on dJduty on the east bank of the Saar were overtaken
with relative ease. They had clearly not expected the
crossing to occur there. Additionally, once Hocker Hill had
bewen taken, they had a commanding view of the West Wall and
the countrvside beyond. Indirect fire could be effectively
edjusted from this position, Cbservation of enemy movement
was alse wenhanced by the heightas. The crossing at Taben also
tlaced the Avwericen Forces on the relatively weak flank of the
viedl Wall. It wes @asier (o atteck the Hall From the rear and
fleank Lhan would have been otherwise possible. In short, the
swlaction of the crossing site at Taben was a real! strove of
gunrius for the 94th Division,

T1. Ib:d.
oy S Ibvd.
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E. STATE THE QUTCOME.

1. BGeneral: The assault crossing of the Saar River
conducted by the F4th Division, 22 - 24 February, 1743, was
surzcesstul . This action enabled XX Corps to exploit the

success  achiesved in  the Saar-Moselle Triangle by permitting
the Corps Lo pass combat elements across the Saar River,
through the %4th Division, and ultimately to capture the citv
or Trier. The success of this river crossing operation can be
athtributed to & combination of factors to include: terrzin
and waather, individual initiative, cperational and
organizational flexibility, and luck. The succegs of the S4th
Division was also due, in part, to factors affecting the
enemy, such as a lack of time, a feeling of isolation, and the
lack of adequate reserve forces.

2. Terrain and weather: The combined ervfects of
terrain and weather contributed an element of surprise to the
F3th Division®s river crossing, and limited the capability of
the German forces to halt crossing operations. The Germans
believed that -the natural obstacles (the width of the river
and the steep cliffs) in the area between Serrig and Taben
ware formidable by themselves and therefore, did not construct
the BSiegfried Line defenses in great depth in that area. {353}
The poor characteristics of the Taben crossing site in
particular (i.e. {2 foot retaining wall on the westbank and
400 <foot vertical rock cliffs) caused the Germans to have
little expectation of an American crossing at that
location. {34 Foug in the river gorge at both crossing sites
regated the enenmy’s capability to deliver accurate direct or
chiserved Jfires on the crossing cperations. {33} The depth or
Lhe river gorge at Taben provided crossing elements furtier
protection from the fires of flat trajectory weapons. 134> Tie
louwd rush of the Saar River brought on by thawing snow
wet 2ened  the noise made by the American troops unlovading bhoats
=t the crossing sites. (577 Onte across the river at Taben and
having achieved surprise in the crossing, American forces were
able to swize and hold Hocker Hill which dominated the Taben
crugsing eite and insured its security. Tie comnbined factars
of westher and Larrain worked to the advantaye or Lhe S&th
Sivisiur end contributed immeasurably to the overall guncwss
<2t the operation,

57. KYth Corps, p. (2.

S4. LTC Albrecht Roeschen, as guoited by Lt. Bvrnes, p.. Joad
Z5. Byrnes, pp. 287 & 294,

%5, Foeschen, p. 300,

57. Byrnes, p. Z88.
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S Individual initiative: Numerous examples . of
individual initiative are contained in descriptions of the
river crossing. Independent actions of individual soldiers
aften recul ted in the successful outcome of planning,
execution and emall engagements. Examples include: The 31%th
Engineer BRattalien S5-I searching for and locating the boat
convoy which ©ad stopped for the night{38X}% the engin=ser
battalion comnander’®s decision to move the boat trucks closer
o the water at Taben{S9}; using enemy prisoners to convince
other Germans to surrender based on a false belief in the sizsz
of the Amsrican force{é0}: +Finding a resident of Serrig who
thew ilhe locations of all pillboxes in the areaidls; and
finally, the substitution of grenades +For blasting caps to
biow the doors off German pillboxes.{a2} Without these
individual acts of bravery and initiative, the 94th Division
might not have achieved a successful river crossing. '

3. Flexibility: Operational and organizational
flexibility were major factors in the success of this
operation. The XXth Corps® Field Ofder No. 11 assigned the
94th Division +he mission of attacking "...across the Saar
between . Saarbury and Hamm...."{63} Taben, which became the
division's main crossing silte, was actually outside the
assigned bridgehead area. Utilization of the Taben crossing
site is a clear example of operational flexibility
contributing to the ultimate success of the crossing. As the
operation progressed, further flexibility to deviate from
plans and to exploit success was demonstrated in decisions to
shift both unit crussings and bridge construction to Taben.
Tive Path Division demonstrated organizational flexibility
guring the crossing operation hy cross-attaching comoanies and
Lattalions between the regiments, as dictated by the tacticel
siluatinn, without a loss in operating efficiency.

5. Luck: In this river crossing, as is probably true
in many wmilitary _operations, the occurrance of unplanned
events had a significant effect on the outcoma. For example,
the firet sgquad to creoss t'e river at Taben was fortunale
wh:tle 1n heavy fog to finc™ a ladder on the twelve-foot
ratalnirg wall  which 2nabled the squad to scale Lhe wall,

SE. lbid., p.287.
9%. ibid.
ev. lbid.,, po. 288! ;
0 o1, Ibid., p. 299. 12

62. 1DiG.s P.31%.
Q;'. E‘VI"NQB, p- 280-
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capture initial pesitiens on the far bank, and ultimately [=d
to the rapid. unopposed landing -  of other members of Lhe
unit. {54% an the second day of Lthe operation, the 2d

Battaliaon, 302d Regiment encountered the 11 Battzslion of the.

111t Fanzerarenadiers while attempting *fto clear the ridgs
road. The Germans employed grenades to nalt the unit's
advanca., fs  luck would have it, the Germans seemed to be
equippad  only with concussion grenades rather than "potato
masherg”" [+ragmentation gremadesl which would have forced the
Smericans from their pasitions. While the unit found itsels
in a "bhotitleneck" wnich it could net push throuagh,
meverthaless it did not have to break contact. (833 Anotier
such  =xample occurred at Serrig where an American platoon
stumbled into and managed to caphure the Germah artillery fire
direction center for the 'Serrig  area.{b&) At Taben., trucks
supporting the bridge construction were forced to approach the
site along a narrow road covered by German machinegun fire.
The loss of a single vehicle could have blocked the road and,
for at least a time,. the crossing site. While many trucks
ware hit, npone were disabled and no drivers were injured. {67}
Events such as these could certain1§ not have been forseen,
vel their favorable outcome had a significant effect on the
success ot the P4th Division. )

4. Additional factors on the German side: From the
German perspective, several additional factors contributed to
thweir inability to defend against the river crossing operation
of the 4t Division.

a. First, it must be remembered that Berman units
opposing the f4th Division had been soundly defeated in the
pusit  through the Saar-Moselle Triangle and had suttfered losses
aof some 69,000 men dead, wounded and captured. {68} The purpose
af the assavlt crossing was to retain the American momenlum
and to prevent the enemy from completely manning the known
main  defenses of the Siegfried iLine. This goal was in fact
azhisved as German officers lz2ter reportsed that the Jderenses
were  far  from completely occupied.{6?) The F4th Division

corractly assumed that the enemy was both confused and
dlagrganiced - o#s & result of  the Swar-ilvselle Trianale
eution.{70F  Thus, bLime to recover and Lo properly prevars

24, Burneg, p. 288,

&8%. Ibhide. pp. SOl = 3JQU.
ho. Ibid.. p. 306, - '
a7. Ihids, p.o 313,

od. MacDonald, p. 12%.
af. Fneschen, p. 300,

2. Ryvrnas, o. 285,
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positions was essential to the German defenses. Time is
exactly the element which the assault river crossing took away
from the Germans.

. b. The second factor which affected the Germans in
their defense efforts was a feeling of isolation on the
battlefield. Individual German soldiers occupying pillboxes
were surrounded by the same fog which hid the American forces.
They were unable to observe any movement and had no clear idea
of what was occurring on the battlefield. The result was
unaimed fire on the sounds which the defenders heard in front
of them.{71}) This factor also accounts for the large number of
Germans who surrendered without resistance to the initial
crossing elements at Taben. ' '

c. Fipally, the Germans had no significant reserve
forces in the are with which teo counterattack. The I1I
Battalion of the Ziith Panzergrenadiers was committed between
Taben and Serrig and achieved some success in preventing the
total consolidation of the bridgehead area.{(72} A single
battalion available as a counterattack force was, however,
totally inadequate to prevent a successful crossing of the
Saar River. )

71. Roeschen, p. 300,
72. 1bid.
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V. ASQESSMENT OF THE S;GNIFICANCE OF THE ACTION.
A. Immediate. |

1. Clearly, the river crossing was decisive.
Within a 48-hour period, two regiments (301st and 302d) had
crossed the Saar River between Taben and Staadt and had
secured a bridgehead one and one-half miles deep.

2. The immediate impact of this decisive river:
crossing was that it had facilitated the rapid crossing of
elements of the 10th Armored Division which assured the
capture of Trier,. a key communications center in Western
Germany. Col

3. The successful crossing of the Saar disrupted
the German’s near-term objectives. The Germans had expected
to hold along the Saar River with limited forces (economy of
force) and thus free up other units to move north and defend
against the anticipated major allied offensive by Genaral
Montgomery’s 21st Army. L :

4. The crossing of the Saar provided a significant
advantage to the American forces in that: (a) one of the last
foirrmidable terrain obstacles had been overcaome and (b) the
last line of defense had been breached which allowed rapid
advancement toward the Rhine.

- 3. Conversely, the Saar crossing caused a
significant problem for the Germans because there were few
German units available to slow the American advance toward the
Rhine. The psychological damage inflicted by an enemy (U.S.)
force penetrating the German home land probably was very
devastating.

-page 54-
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E. LONG-TERM.

1. The crossing of the Saar helped to accelerate
the Allied push to the Rhine by creating a broader front of
advance. This enlarged front restricted the German abilities
to - concentrate what meager reserve forces they did havée in the
vicinity of the main Allied effort to the North. In short,
the crossing was not pivotal in the long—term but helped to
accomplish or speed-up the Allied advance to the Rhine.

2. The crossing did not, in itself, place the
Germans in & position from which they could not recover.
However, the crossing added to the cumulative affect of: (a)
Allied advances elsewhere, (b) the deteriorating morale of
the German forces, and (c) the' dwindling material rescurces
(replacement personnel, ammunition and spare parts).
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€. MILITARY LESSONS LEARNED.

i. The river crossing in all probability did not
teach any new lessons but unquestionalbly reinforced old ones.

)

2. These same lessons are still apblicable today.
They are: '

(a) Doctrine works! The 94th Infantry Division
followed the "book". With less than 12 hours notice for the
operation, the utility of a well-founded and tested doctrine
enabled the division to plan and carry out  the crossing
successfully. . : :

(b) Maintain momentum! . The XX Corps took
advantage of the fact that the German defenders were probably
very disorganized and demoralized after their defeat and
withdrawal . from the Saar-Moselle Triangle. The hasty crossing
maintained the momentum, took advantage of the high morale of
the U.S. forces, and took advantage of German confusion and
low morale. - - '

. (c) . Flexibility and Initiative. It was
flexibility and initiative which enabled the American force to
achieve the crossing in the most unfavorable circumstances,
especially in view of the lack of planning and preparation
before the crassing. Particularly noteworthy is the
flexibility of selecting crossing sites and the initiative
taken in exploiting the successful crossings that were made,
e.g., the attaching of battalions to the regiment that had
successfully crossed and secured a bridgehead, vice trying to
cross at a site where stiff resistance was continuing.

(d) Weather and terrain. Although the weather
was not planned for, that is, the operation was not dependent
on certain weather conditions, the fog which was present
during certain phases of the operation was instrumental in the
successful crossings. The terrain, which was not favorable to
the crossing forces, was so restrictive to a crossing that the
Germans actually disregarded the possibilities of the American
forces to Cross in those less-than-favorable terrain
locations. Again, like the weather, the Americans had little
latitude in their choice of crossing sites. In short,
favorable®' weather € -T-} and unfavorable terrain, had
unplanned, but favorable results in this action.
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XX CORPS OPERATIONS

19 FEBRUARY —12 MARCH 1945
MAP NUMBER I-REDUCTION OF SAAR-MOSELLE TRIANGLE
AND CAPTURE OF TRIER '

19 FEBRUARY — 2 MARCH 1945
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'XX . COR*S CPERATIONS
19 FEBRUARY -~ 12 MARCH 1945

—~ THE 10th. ARMORED DIVISION'S ATTACK NORTH OF THE - HOS‘ELLE RIVER.
MAP NUMBER 2 4 MARCH - 12 MARCH 1943
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