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AI!PROVW0JCD AT aOVEPNt4IrN- EXPENSE

N,
COMMON REFERENCE: Reduction of Metz.

TYPE OPERATION: Offensive, Deliberate Attack, MOUT.

OPPOSING FORCES: US: 3d Army 377th Inf
XX Corps 378th Inf
5th Inf Div 379th Inf
90th Inf Div 320th Eng Cbt Bn
95th Inf Div 10th Inf
10th Armored Div 11th Inf
XIX TAC 2d Inf

German: LXXXII Corps
19th Volke Grenadier 17th SS Pz Gren Div

Div
416th Div
462d Yolks Grenadier

Div
25th Panzer Grenadier

Div
106th Panzer Bde

SYNOPSIS: US XX Corps encircled and reduced Metz as a preliminary
for continued attack east by 3d US Army.

Excellent example of a Corps sized deliberate attack
against a well fortified and defended strongpoint.
Good deception operation, detailed planning, surprise,
a river crossing, and urban combat.
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I INITRODCTION

ThA Battle of Met% is but one episode in what is commonly referred to as

the Northwest ]ktrope Cmpaign during the final year of World War Ile The

campaign really began on 2. July 1944 when the Allied armies broke out from

* the confines of the Normandy Peninsula and ended in May of the following year

when the German Army surrendered unconditionally. To reduce the scale somee-

what further, the operations that nme up the Battle of Mets and which lasted

from September through December 19 t, were part of the Lorraine campaign, waged

durtng the same period by the Third U.8. Army.

The Battle Of Met% took- place at the city of Mets, between the Ardennes

hills and the Vosges in Prance, The principal allied forees involved in the

, battle were the XX (US) Corps of the Third U.S. Army consisting of the 5th

.- Infantry Division, 90th Infantry Division and the 7th Armored Division.

Geriran forces coxuisted of Geruman Army Group G with the primary units comit.,

from the German First Army.

The types of sources required for a thorough, balanced account of this

battle include first hand accounts of the battle from the German and the

, American armies, newspaper and magasine articles, and operational historiese

"The comprehensive bibliographies are contained in the principal book on

the subjects 2_e Unknown &attle1 by Anthony Kemp.

¶ ne Unknown ettle provides an excellent account of the battle. The

book goes into great detail about the background leading up to the fight,

S.rarticularily emphasising the part Nets; played in the war both strategicvlly

and. politically. The book also details the background on the principal cam-

manders, perhaps keying on Patton and his attitudes towevis this type Of

warfare. Additionally, the book outliznes the logistic problems facing the

* , . ...1



Americans and the personnel azA material shortages facing, the German foroe*.

The book is also very valuable in providing the reader vith illustrations of

the Moets Fertress and. a detailed account of the notes and sources uced in

writing the book*
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11., • 11M 0? T" STRATWIC 9Wf•,I-

V The operations which made up the Battle of Mets lasted from September

throih December 1941 and were part of the Lorraine campaign, waged during

*. the eamme period by the Third U.S. Army. 1

Zbhe Allied Situation

Actual detailed planning for the invasion of hkrope went only as far as

the Liberation of Pranceo up to the line of the river Seine, which, it was

Scalculated, would be reached by Dt90. In fact this line was reached on 15

:Augut (I?4), and, on the following day, units of the Third Army had a

bridgehead at Manteso2

The city of Mets was first mentioned in Allied planning durine the con-

Ssidoratione for how to reach the Ruhr area, the heart of German inlustrial

production. It was determined by SRA.W (Supreme Headquarters Allied hpcmi,.

tionary Forces) planners that the main emphasis would be placed on the

"northern thrust alone the traditional invasion route into northern Germany

via Manbenge and Liege. Once across the Rhine and with the Rahr neutralized,

the way to Berlin wouldt be open acrous the North German Plain. This manourvor

would be supported by a subsidiary thrust on the Verdun-Nots line.*

Thu success of the breakout was so overwhelming that the Allied leaders-

ship found itself on the horns of a dilemma. By mid'-Augmst the whole command

Seyetem was being called Into quaestion, and lack of firm directiou was to lead

to fatal delays. Ueneral Eieenheower, as Supreme Allied Commandero, delegated

the responsibil ity of ground conander to General Montgamery with Bradley in

charge of an Army %roup equal to Monteomeryfo, but subject to overall tactical

supervision by the latter. General Montgom1ery was directed to advance into

Belgium vith the immediate aim of taking Antwerp and neutralisutg the V.weapon

S~5

-. •



bases in the Pas de Calais. Patton was to continue his e@utward move, at

leant as far as Rheims, and to link up with the Anvil/Drragoon forces advancing

up the Rthone valley toward the Vosges, The bulk of Bradleyle fuel tonnage was

allocated to the First Army, so that Patton was given enough fuel to Join the
4

battle but not to win it*

The advance agreed on by Oeneral Risenhower finally go underway on 29

Auguat -- by which date Patton's spearheads were already approaching ftheins,

having managed to store seroes the arne. Three days later his mobile columns

would be asross the Neuseo but stalled for lack of fuel. Only thirty miles

ahead of the* lay the Moeslle, just one mere river on the way to the Rhine. 5

The erman Situation

After the defeat In Normwady, ard as a result of the torritble losess

suf Cared durine the Russian wumer offensive, under a norstal politica system,

Oeruany shoald have sued for pease. Nothing, however, was further from the

mind of the Piehrer, who in mido-August was al1ready considering a coronteroffen-

itye that was to emerge an the Ardennes attack in Deember.b

At the beganning of September, shortly before he was relieved of oonandw ,

Moael received a set of instructions that were indicative of German strategy*

These emphasized Hitlerts 11stwid or holi' dckitrine, which had led to the lose

o- so many troops In isolatel pockets and had net succeeded in halting Alliod

advanoes* The enemy vas to be held in a general defensive battle in front of

the Veetwall to gain time so that it could be made ready, According to

Hitler, success bere would mean that the Notherlande eon1d be retained and

Gernan territory would not be occupted. Allied aircraft woul, be left as far

aWFAy as poesib'lre, &d even if Antverp were to be lost, Oerman poseeonsion of

the north bank of the Scholdt would render the approaches useless. Finally,

the vital Ruhr and Saar Industrial and uining arnao would be retained. 7

S~6



Third Army sal AX .•srn

the Battle of Mets was fought by the ýX Corps which was part qf the Third

ArIy conmanded by General George 5. Patton. At the end of hagust, the Third

Ary consisted of 314 9,81 officers and men divided into nine divisions, two of

which were armored. By this time, the Third Army was a close-knit fifhtini

organitation flushed with victory and eager for the kill. The XX Corps was

commanded by General Walton f. Walker and conuinted 3f three divisiona, the

5th and 90th Infantry, and the 7th Armored. None of the throe divisions had

suffered excessive casualties during the pursuit of 4ermany across France.8

On 1 September 1944, the Third Army suffered the humiliation of running

out of fuel, Uwever, by 5 September, the situation had improved somewhat

arand General Bradley again assigned the Rhino at Vrankfurt as the Third Army

obJootive as soon an the Westwall could be breached* Iinediate7y as the cow-

fer'nce was over, PattOn issued his orders* General Walker with XX Corps was

to attack eastward In two phamies-first, to establish a bridgehead over the

Moselle, and secoar, to cross the Rhine.a9 At no time was any mention made of

ezpected. Oerman opposition. It was assumed that the Germans would make sae*

sort of stand at the Weetwallo, which General Patton thought would be breached

easily by s-rmor1 0

Armed with hic orderi, Oenoqral Walker rushed back to his headquarters and

issued verbal messages that we"e followed the next morning by Field Order No.

10, upon which the first stage of the Mets battle was based. It stated, "Third

11. S. Army attacks to seitze erosuings ever the Rhine River between Mannheim and

Coblens.' The mission of X. Corps van first to wotos a orossing over the

Moselle san then to capture Vttz ani ThionvIlle. Second, they were to cross

the Rhine in the vicinity of Mains and prepare to advance to Frankfuxrt The

individual units were assigned missioaiu as followe: The 3rd Cavalry QroUP was

S. . . . . . . , . . . .. . . . . .• .. _ . . . . . . . . *. ..
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orderes to reconnoiter to the Rhine without delay ad the ?th Armored Division

was to advance east in wultiple columns; seize crossings ever the Rhine* The

5th Infantry Division was to captu•re Met% and then continue to advance to the

Rhine, while Yhionville was assigned to the 90th Infantry* 1

At this state of the campaign, the XX Corps and the American Amy had run

out of detailed maps and were using mostly 1:100,000 Michelin read maps. the

fortifications around Mete and Thionville were marked on some of the maps nsed

'by XX Corps, bat noboly had any idea of the type, design, or actual site* of

the forts. Some apprehension was felt, but the general tendeney was to hope

for the best and to dismiss the forts as probably obsolete and. Incapable of

offoring determined resistance, The events of the next ten days virtually

altered this view. 1 2

The GermIAn Situation &t the bertninn of the 1et. CamOaiAn

Directly opposing General Pattonts forces was the German First Army. On

6 September the commandero General von der Ohevalerte was retired on grounds

of NillhealthW and replaced by General Otto von Knobelsderfe The latter had

had considerable experience as a corps commander in Russia sal was known to

be beth a tough fighter ant an optimist. His Army, together with the Nineteenth

Army iumediately to the south, was p2aced under the sammand of Army Group C

and General Blaskowits.13

Durine the last d•as of jagest, the German First Army had pulled back

behind the Meuse with its forest tota11y shattered and on the run, Prom the

"o retreat, oaly nine battalions of infantry, two batteries of field artillery,

ten tanks, and a nmuber of antiaircraft and antitank gus had been retrievedo

"Reinforcements in the s0pe of elements of the 3rd and, 5th Passer Grenadier

Divisions bad arrived from Italy in time to see action in the Verdun-Comsrey

Area# and. the remaining troops of these vaitte were in position along the

8
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Moselle by 2 September. In addition there was the exhausted 17th SO Panxer

Orenadler Division, which was in the First Army area for refitting. Parts of

this unit were thrown in to form an outpost line to the west of Met., astride

the main read from Verdun*i.

Directly facing General Valkerts XX Corps, on the Moselle between Met%

and Thionville, was the German LXXXIT Corps, commanded by the artillery gener-

el, Johann Sianhuber. American intelligence had estimated that the enevW

would not nake a stand on the Noesele, but would retire to the prepared posi-

tions of the Weetwall along the German frontier. This proved to be a false

estimate, for as early as 24 August, Hitler had issued orders for the prepar-

tion of defenses in advance of the Westwalle In the Moselle sector, Gauleiter

Burokel was empowered to call up the civilian population for the construetion

of defense works, and orders were also given for the reconditioning of the

old fortifications of Nets and Thionvillee,1

Sometime toward the end of July 1944, Lieutenant General Valther Krause

vam appointed to command Division No. 462 in Mets, At the time, this unit

was nothing more than a headquarters with a nominal staff, responsible for

thea various military schools and training and replacement units in the Nets

area. They were engaged in such matters as the reorien"'ation of convaleseents

and the care of wounded prior to liseharoe. The officers and f00 2s of the 6

division were either unfit or overage, and none of the units were in any y

ready for oembat. 16

On 2 September, Krause was appointed fertress commander by General Sinn- 6

huber (LXXXII Corps)* However, on 7 September the higher commo a echelon

changed to th. XI1 85 Panser Corps and assumed responsibility for the sector

from Thionville to south of Mets. This was 58 Corps only in name as the bulk

of the troops were normal orm unit**1 7

9



General Krause took control of the rovAblocks and set to work to assemble

a fightinM force capable of defending the city. His division had two infantry

training battalions Immediately available plus misellaneous specialists$ but

by the beginning of September he managed to form a tbreem-egiment divieton#

which consisted of the Officer Candidate Regiments the lOlOth Security Regi-

sment, and the WOO School of Military District XII.18

The Officer Candidate Regiment was comiaided by Colonel Yon Siegroth, and

the unit was mainly composed of the cadets of an officer training school*

They numbered sees 1,800, moot of whoa had been comuissioned as lieutenants

on passing their examinations at the beginning of September. The regiment

was filled out with some leO0 sundry troops who had been gathered in from

the retreating columns to give a total combat strength of 39300 experienced

men.19

the lOlOth Security Regiment# commanded 'by Lieutenant Colonel Richter,

had retreated from lrrnce and consisted of tw* un•a•r-wtreneth battalions*
2.0

The personnel were mostly overage and their combat efficiency was low.

The NOO School of Military District X11, commanded by Colonel aWnor,

was formed into a regiment of some 1,#00 men who had been attending vari.ous

coursese. Krause rated their efficiency ma high, although they had never

before fought together as a combat unit. 2 1

In addition to the above three regiments, the two replacoenet battalions

belonging to the division were stationed on the east bank of the Moselle to

the south of the city, There they were Joined by a battalion formed from the

personnel of the 5S Signal School ~ known as "Battalion Bere, 0 after Its

commander. Initially, artillery was almost nonexistent, consisting of two

battalions of a roplacement unit armed with Russian 7o5cm cannon, and with no

transport of its own. The only reinforcement received was a battery of four

10



General tras* deployed the bulk of his foroes around the western fortis. I
fted salient. On the right, the lOlOth Security Regimetit held the line facing

north between the loeve Ride and the Moselle. In the center, the NCO School

"was spread between St. ?rivat and Veraevs.l1e. The area from Verneville to

the river at Au'-surw-oee1le was held by the Officer Osadidate Regiment to

whom the bulk of the artillery was assigned. 2 3

On 5 September, OB Vest estimated that there was the equivalent of four

and a half divisions available for the KetuoThionville sector* They were

p"ltioued ca the eastern bazk, except for the fortified salient to the West

of Mot%* the divisions were a mixture of odd battalions and "burutn-out

regiments, largely without vehicles, beav7 weapons, and armor. Their state

of trainitg and efficiency varied considerably, from excellent to terrible.

However, there was a front of units, G. General Valkerts men were to discover

when they resumed their advwnce. 2 '•

• ". 11
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A. ale A"&a of Oneratlons

(1) Climate and Weather

The plan to reduce the fortresses of Mets was destined to be greatly

altered. Rven before It was initiated, the weather had chlaged the plan mate-

rially. Steady aututmn rains blanked out the medium sad heavy air bombardment

that was scheduled to soften up the Mets defenses. Serving to exacerbate the

already unfavorable situation, the Moselle River begat, to rise over its bi.s

and fill adJacent flood plains* A feint bad to be established at a secondary

crossing site at Askanse becise of the riuk of crossing the swollen Moselle

at Koenigemacher as originally planned. Due to the extreme flooding along

the Moselle, it was feared that tha element of surprise associated with the

deeeption plan was lost bec•amse of the necessity to conduct a safe river

crossing operation.

(2) Terrain (OCOKA)

Complete surprise was impossible to achieve due to the excellently

positioned observation posts and fields of fire from the outer ring of forts,

Additionally, German infantry soldiers were deployed a. far out as possible

from the forts themselves.?

As regards cover and concealment: Across from the 90th Infantry Divi-

sionsu crossing area, Fort oosidgmacher and the ridge line of Marinot forts

commazode tbh entire crossing area and provided the enemy with excellent

observation. The tactical effect of the area of operations clearly favored

the enemy, The terrain virtually dictated the effective placement of obsers-

vation posts and influenced the ability of the Oermans to exercise surveillance

of critical areas of the battlefield. Typically, the Forest of Cattenom

provided an assembly area for the initial river crossing operation to be
12



executed by the 90th Infantry Division. The area was located on the ferward

slopes of the valley hills, Between the forest and Moselle River, the ground

was devoid of cover and completely under direct observation from the enemy

held high ground east of the river, This observation valnerability prompted

the planning of the movement Iato the forest and the subsequent assault from

the woods to occur under the cover of darknesse. The natural defenses of the

city were formidable. The city is located, in a looping bend of the Moselle

that provides a water barrier to the itorth and vest, and. a tributary, the

fl.,ille, flows in from the South, Steep hills on three sides of the city form

a shallew bowl further enhancing the defense of the fortress, Sarrow and

twisting valleys disect this bowl into four distinet defensive areas.

The port System

The first complete circle of forts and fortified groups that afforded

the outer defense of Mets consisted of 15 positions* On occupation of the

forts in 1940 by the Cermanv, the outer ring fortifications were improved, A

military signal center was installed at Port St. Quentin connecting the forti-

fied groups. Actual repair lagged as a result of German victories, The forts

of Girordin and Sion were linked by tunnels and supported by bunkers, pill-

boxes, armored observation posts, heavily reinforced cas•mates, sinefields

and a trench system that extended completely around the crest of some of the

major hills of the city, Two 210mm guns were installed on the west bank of

the Moselle at Fort St. Quentin along with a protective, modern, revolving,

armored observation post. Several 105mm self-propelled guns and anti-tank

guns were also installed in the area. Concrete-reinforoed caves dug into the

side of the hill were to protect the roving self-propelled guns when the guns

were not in use. Axtensive, deliberate field fortification work was also

done on the remainder of the 12 forts.26
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The second complete outer belt of 28 forts and fortified groups, losated

on the rim of a wheel of hills approximately six miles out from the hub of the

city of Nets, was corosmed of permanent fortifications* The forts of this

* grep were essentially fortified artillery positions, as dietizguished from

the inner belt, whose forts were primarily used as infantry strongpoints.

There were no planned fields of fire from the forts proper for direct fire of

automatic weapons. InsteAd, an inter-defensive system of fire was devised.

whereby the deep moats that surrounded each fort or fortified group were

covered by interlocking fields of automatic fire which effeotively barred any

infantry crossing. The German infantry positions protecting these highly

fortified artillery positions were set up quite a distance out from the forts

themselves in an all-around security design.

To prevent high velocity direct fire weapons from destroying the gan em-

placements, the Mets forts were generally underground with their large caliber

guns firing from round, revolving, steel turrets that protruded above ground

level. Underground passages linked the various forts so that counter-battery

*.. artillery fire was ineffective and only a direct hit on a turret by an aerial

- bomb of 1,000 pounds, or more, would silence the position. Attacking im-

fantry on one fort proved ineffective. The German defender merely went

underground while the attacking infantry received heavy artillery bombardment

from the supporting Gormua forts and artillery positionss 2 7

lach fortress accommodated 2,000 to 3,000 men along with a crew of 150

to 200 men for each battery* The communications system was excellent and wam

* "designed to provide the defenders of one fort with direct communications with

other forts as well as indirect oommunications with each fort via a central

"telephone exchange in Mete.

The terrain of the Moselle River region forms one of the finest natural
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barriers, The rivorls swift waters cxt a natural breastwork of abrupt slopes

, OT western bankso 'o the east of the Moselle the banks are dominated by

Shi-. that have been cut out of the land by tribatary streams, chiefly the

Seille and lied Rivers. Throughout the entire areas the hills and ridges

formed by these rivers are steep and heavily wooded. these facts proved tiat

Mets was the perfect site for fortifications on dominating terrain formed by

tho convergence of these rivers.

She imposing, double belt of forts amn fortified groups that ringed the

naburally fortified city of Mets were carefully and cleverly emplaced so that

full defensive advanta"e of the dominating terrain could be utilised. In all,

there were 43 fortified areas or forts, with 128 artillery pieces of large

caliber emplaced around Metz, These were exclusive of the Maginot Lize fortti

fications, the forts around Thionville and the Siegfried Line. 2 8

Fort Guentrange was northwest of Thionvtlle and was occupied by the 90th

Infartry Division in its September sweep east to the Moselle River, After the

' attack, it was vacated and left in good condition by the Germans retiring east

of the Moselle. Its eight 1O0mm French guns, nov manned by the cannoneers

from XX Corps Artillery, later played an important part in the assault against

the Moets fortified regione20

The terrain along with the German held forts on high ridge lines and hill

tops forced the infantry and armor of the XX Oorps to 0-maltse their attacks

between ridge lines of hilly and heavily wooded terrain.

B. COM~pARIso or opPPoSIIC RAM

Streroth a.d Coemgoition

U.S. Forces consisted of elements of the Third U.S. Army. commandod by

LTC Oeorge S. Patton, Jr.9 and supported by elements of the XIX Tactical Air

f(owmand. The battle on the ground. was fought by men of two of the Third

.15



Army's corps. (Map A, Third U.S. Army Situation),

The XX Corps, in the north, commanded by MG Walker, contributed the

units who did the bulk of the fighting for the final reduction of Mots. In

the far north, 1F Polk and the 83d Infantry Division hold defensive posit-

tinsse The 90th Infantry Di•idion0 commanded by MG James A. Vannleet, was

assembled west of the Moselle River for an intended encirolement from the

north* The 10th Armor Division was positioned to breakout to the rear of

Mets, The 95th Division, commanded by MG H. Le Twaddle, directly opposed the

city of Met., The 5th Infantry Division, commanded by MG W. H. He Morris was

positioned south of Mets to eneircle from that flank. Additienally, 27 Bacon,

commanded by COL R. L. Bacon and comprised of 95th Division units, was formed

after the initial river crossings in the north. The 3d Cavalry Regiment also

played a major role in combat and in the Corps& deception schemes prior to

the battle.

The XII 0orps, in the south, was tommnmded by MG Manton S. Addy. 3ddyls

'- forces had fought well to gain their initial positions along the Moselle

River, but their participation in the actual reduction of Mets was limited.

They were poised to breakout to obJectives along the Sear River and further

east on the Mmqoinot Line and the VestWall, Major corps units were the 4th and

6th Armor Divisions and the 26the 35th and 80th Infantry Divisions.

Opposing forsos for the Mets battle consisted of elements of the LXXXII

Corps of the First (German) Army. The 462d Volleagrenadier (IG) Division oe-

cupied the city itself, while the 416 VG Division, l9tb VO Division, and the

lOlOth Security Regiment held the lines to the north@ In the south 22d Fox-

tress Regiment and the 462d lhailler Battalion held the lines with the l?tb

39 Rwaner Sronsdier Division to the rear in the south. While the Allies

possessed air superiority during, the battles limited Luftwaffe support in the

• .'i- vway of reconnaissance was received.
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US Forcem:
Ordor of Battle, omposittion:

T-iRD U.S. ARMY

XX Oorps

5th tnf Div 7th Armor Div
2A •nf Rog% QCA

10th tnf Rsgt OCB
11th Inf Regt OCR

90th Inf Div 10th Armor Div
357 luf Regt QCA
358 Tnf fesgt OD
359 Inf Rest OCR

95th Inf Div 3d 0ev Op
377 in! Regt 6th Owv op

3?8 tnf Iegt 1103d Cbt Iwsr Op
379 Inf Regt 1139th Cbt grp
TV Bacon 5th Raasr Bn

ITT Corps

' S26tb In? Div 4th Armor Div

"101st Inf Reg't OCA
"104th lf Rest CCB
328th Itf Rect OCR

35th tnf Div 6th Armor Div
134th 7uf Reet CCA
137th Tuf 206t GOB
320th Ia? Refl OCR

6Oth ntf Div 2d 0av 4p
317th Inf Regt lO6th cav •p

318th Ix? begt lll7th Cbt Doer Op

319th Inf Regt 1135th Cbt •r•r OP
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guRmM O~r)MK OX BATMh

CONPO$ITION

LXXXI CORPS

19TH YOLXS GADIZA)I DIV.

1416x Dliv.

1462 YOLXS MW~ADXIR DIV*

25TH PAWZXR GKWMADIUM DIfV.

106TH PLW25l IMM

17TH 38 PAIZflR MUMA130 DIVe
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"echnoloey of the opposine, forces was fairly evenly matched. Largae

weapons systems did not play a major role, for the battle was fought mostly

by infantry units or on a small unit basies

U.S. Torees had been unpleasantly surprised by the Mot% area fortress

defenses during the September battles. They had strived for an improvement

in thetr river crossing metheds and fortress reduction techniques in the

interim period, Plant and blueprints of the forts were finally supplied to

U.3, forces end assisted in an unoerstan4ingt of the construction sand connea-

* tivity of the strongpoints.

Dturing the October lull, Geresa Force, had made some improveoeuts to the

Sfortifications. TIey bad stopped well short of real improvement and many

". forts were unmanned or undermannel and sevqral important gun posittoas were

inoperative, The eastern sector wag especially deficient in repair.

Nevorthelemas, U.S. Porces in the Third Army were faced wirth a formidable

". obstacle which woulit have to be zleared fort by fort, building by building,

A large civilian population in Mots precluded on both a political and morale

basis the use of heavy bombing, although this type of bombing had prove• un-

* successful amainst the Mets fortifications. The large civilian population

* also proviled MF1 forces to the Allies and syxpathivers and fifth columnists

to the Oermans,

"Loritstiql anW AdMainitrtove Sysetem

*All throa•h Aurant general Patton$* determination to override every

obntacle and continue to advanne had so inspired his awiry that it had violated,

with impunity many an aceopte, tactical or logistical dictivm end badi surpassoed

the most saimguine :.xraetations of success. Tho totul impact of these suo-

cesoes could not but Aisrapt a system of supply baved on the epepctstion of a
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more gradual and evenly paced advance across Francoa'O 0

• Lowistieal Ee~uiremonts

U.S. - The U.S. forces needed fuel and artillery; 2,000 tons of amni-

nition per day; 20,000 shells per day; rifles; antitank guns: rifles; tires;

maintenance partai bridge crossing equipment; explosives; fortification

mounting equipment; ritvr crossing equipment; and as winter set in, blanete.,

warm clothing and shoes, Vital spare parts were missinv s at ms were sorely

needed, •1

Oermans T-• •ermane mainly needed antitank weapons, artillery, gasoline,

tanks, ammunition, rations and potable water, and concrete and steel to rein-

force their fortifications,32

Avyallability of ClaUses of S lY

U.S. - At the outset nM supplies were readily available. The emand for

fuel had grouni the Third. Army to a complete halt. The Fifth Infantry Divi-

clan had only 2,000 gallons of fuel of which half was needed Just for

cooklns. 33

Maps were not available since the planners had not anticipated the need

so quickly. Therefore, there was no idea of the type. design or actual sites

of the forts, let alone the Inside forttficatione.9

By 20 September there was a chronic shortage of artillery ammunition: ?

rounds per gun for l55•t and about the same for 1051s. Water was gettine

short and ammunition beean to run ont. No vehicles had been able to crass

the river even up to 12 November; therefore, no bangalore torpedoes and eiet-

neer equipment normally needed for tackling forts were available. the desired

artillery expenditure of 60 rounds per weapon per day had been recuced to .1

rounds per day - a gran4 total of 53 rounds for the entire Third Army35

It was mainly due to the lack of ammunition that the initial assault on Mets
"21
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* had to be called off.

* .Asolne wars 368,000 gallons short on 30 August 19A4 and had there not

been a lull in fighting during the month of October to buildu p supplies, the

Navember offensive could not have begun*

By November the critical needs were explosives and fuels. The weather

made it impossible to bridge the river ard any supplies brought up to the

fort had to be hand carrier across by engineers and infantry already heavy

laden with their normal battle equiWment, personal weapons and ammunition.

After the second full day of fighting in November, still no tanks or

tank destroyers had made it to the east bank, so the only support was from

*artillery vorking in mud up to their kees and firine around the clock.

Germane -- Moet of the forts lacked usable gun9, awmition and fire

control apparatus. Only Port Driant had its fixed batteries functioning by

6 September. They also found problems with a lack of barbed wire and mineso

* Apart from persontal weapons and a few mortars# firepower at Fort Ste quentin

consisted only of two heavy infantry howitzers* The two 80Mm mortars were

out of SmuJnition.'
6

Due to the need of building up for the later Ardennesel offensive, the

forces at Nets had a low fill priority and were very low in assault guns and

tank destroyers. During the October lull, only one and one half round* per

gun per day were mads available.

L•, Artiflery regiments were in fasrly good shape, although the somber of

field pieses was generally well below the complement of the Amerioan division

artillery. The l7th S5 Division was lacking most of its tanks and assault

By 21 November, food was in short supply as was water. Finally, a combiso

nation of the lack of both items foreed them to give in. Us Colonel Vogel had
"22

.4 .-..,.......... ............................-. I



'r -''

said, kko refused to surrender until forced to do so or by having his foodl or

amlmunition run ot3

At the initial phase in September the greatest difficulties were with

the Thbird. Army. Having outrun the lines of communication which exteadtA s.l1

* the way back to Normandy, Since no closer ports had been opened, and receivim

inp third priority, since the main effort was going to Montgomery lIn the north

* and stockpiling to support Plark*tmoa~rdeng the Third Army was in dire stra~its.

With no knowledge, of the fortifications and inadequa~te, artillery available$

coupled withb the adverse weather which prevented adequate air support and made

the river impassable as veil as causing any logistical support to be swallowed

in a quagmire, the likelihood of success In September was poor to none* On

the other hand, the Germans in the fortifications faced a muich better position.

Despite their shortages the presence of slite troops, moral and physical

strength derived from stool and concrete, even it outdated fortifications and

the possession of eround that favored the defender were factors which greatly

swuing to Coe. side of the 9orman forces at the outset of conflicts in September.

I Additionally, trains still ran in to Met% until 17 November. Despite

the glow resupply to them due to the priority fill going to the anticipated

Arlennes of fenuive~the lines of communication favored the Germans,

Bridging equipment and heavy engineer stores for the Third Army were

* scattered in trucks that had rum dry along the lime of advance. Bridging

trains were not moved up until 6 September.* Due to tho lack of fuel,

r ammunition could not beo moved up and the appalling weather only compounded

the problem while the opponents *ore generally warm wail snug In their perma-

tent emplacements.

The Germans were given little aid since men and material were being

23



* shunted to the north for the great aounterbffensive. As a matter of fact,

S,".Balk commanted, I have never commnded such tumblet up am badly equipped

troops." 3 9 Of course this coment come jsat prior to the U.B. major thrust

in November after Nets had been forced to relinquish the "alite" troops and

was being refilled with troops having as little as one week$s training sad

receiving a low fill priority for arms and ammunition. Roaidred•s of train

loads were diverted to support the buildup for the Ardennes offensive. Darm

tug the October lull, proper steps had not been taken to ensure an adequate

supply for Nets. slonsequently, as the November attack beguan, they only had

enough food available for 2 days. Ground resupply had met the interdicting

power of our air force, and by 17 November the trains were cut off. The

attempts to resupply by air failed to connect when the very item needed for

identification (flares) was part of the critical shortags.4

The Americam plan had been to build small reserves by the first of Novero

"" ber. Market garden denied logistical support for the Third Army and the basis

method of delivery for all supplies and equiapent was using the Red Ball ea-

press in which it took three trmaks for every single trip to the front. 1

Pattonse main means of obtaining supplies and equipment wa by using the $Rook

Soup" method; asking for bite and pieces and using it up so he would force the

hand of his superiors in prvviding his more. They were able to confiscate a

large store of Argentine beef and ial. Though low grade, it was enough to

push ahead for a few day•.•42

With no rail available, ports hundreds of miles away, no foerward logisti.

cal support points, confiscation, austerity and use of the resupply trucks

were tho primary means for U.S. procurement. In November, air resupply do-

livered 1800 t-irations, 46,000 rounds of .50 calibre a•uanition and medical

*. .- supplies. Air resupply contimoed to be a najor resource throughout the

2,4
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conflict. It was not until 18 November that the first suppllem were brought
in by road and lalnig strips were cleared and able to evacuate the awe

seriously wounded. Large stocks of engineer equipment and %peetal supplies

for dealing with fortifieatione were built up duri•u t•he October lull. 3

Since both the Third US., Army and the Pirst herman Anay were given a

rather low priority, transportation was inadequate to support either. !Te

Rod Ball exprese transported fuel and supplies from supply dumps near the ism

vasion beaches and ports, however, their increasingly longer trips decreased

the amount of fuel that could be brought to the combat units. Rail lItes

were not opened to Mets until Ducembero4

Veather huA a significant impact on both foresee, slowing the tranaport

for the U.S. and causine, eickness for the horses which were used to draw mush

of the forward field artillery to be used by the Germans.

At close range during the final reduction of Nets in Wovomber, U.eS

efforts to construct rafts to cross the river were frustrated and overturned,
i=.

dumping contents into the river. The first briage was not completed until

12 November, thus e2aksling the headquarters ani medical facilities to move

into Pert Tutu, Two platoons of tank destroyers and a number of wAti-ta. k

guts crossede to the east bankg and carrying parties brought over the asch

needed explosives and desolltion equipment. Up until this time, however,

transportation was totally inadequate.s'

Trainload* ef assorted Cuna, mainly Italian Nbooty," were brought in te

the Germans on 15 Ntorember. Ammnitioa, however, was scarce. Metor tractors

were virtually nonexistent and there was a grave shortage of horses. Due to

the lack of transportation the Germans lacked artillery, antitank weapons,

r. *.. water and were down to only 18 days of rations by aid November. Broead.

'25



potatoes, salt Mnd coffee were saaroeso

* *UUVLT UDMA.TUa ZD AND JMXWI*L

The theater was virtually develd of airfieldoe Close pert faslitle.

were not available and supplies had to be shipped Over lad from the initial

"beaches at ports at lormsndye Allied strategy called for a halt on the 8gins

to build up stocks, followed by a systematie advance, The spectacular

success of the Third Army could not be kept up with, avd muccess of allied

tactical bombers had smashed the railway network,

The rapid advance of armored columns meant that the burden thrown on air-

field construction agencies was much greater than the caTacities of the

organizations which had been not up. Opening a port at Antwerp was the main

* order of the day and considered to be the only way to support the drive to-

,. vard the Rhine. Only the port at Cherbourg was fuantioningo Brest, Calais

and rMuikirk were still in German hands. Despite the opening of Antwerp, it

could not help the eastward move of the Third Army through the Lorraino. 7

By 5 November supplies of gasoline and rations were in sound condition

due primarily to the opening of new railheads directly behind the front line,

but tires and diesel fuel were still in short supply. The petroleum pipeline

opened to Alomon was some help, but it could handle only relatively small

NVACUATION AID SALWAGN @YVT

Onto again due to the combination of low priority for combat service

support, rapid movement of the combat forces, Inability to provide fuel,

direction of effort toward the north, and finally the deetruction of rail

lines and the worrisome weather complete with its knee-deep wud and flooding

rivers, there was no way the battlefield evacuation and salvage system could

work, Virtually no vehicles were returned for salvage and only patients
26

S....• . ..• "-. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-' "-. .. . . . . . ..-.... -.. . ",-.-".' " ", .. ' " ,*. " - .- .....,..-,*,-, *-.,'. ' -.%



ru-7 7- n

i desprtely in need of hospitalization were able to be evacuated until late

. "in November during the final reduction of Mets. Until then there were a

number of reports of the dead and wounded beiu, piled up.8

With the poor state of oven the meet basic logistical support, maintenance

support was virtually nonexistent* AMy vehicle that broke down vwa ruthlessly

bulldozed off the road. Vehicles were in urgent need of repair, casualties

had to be replaced, and equipment overhealed long before such services were

available*
4 9

By I September, the main force of the Third U.S. Army's XX Corps had run

out of gasoline at Verdun. If they had had fuel, the XX Corps would have

pushed on to Metz, and, probably would have sealed it off with a regimental

size force and continued to push on to the Rhine. As it was the deley in

receviri, fuel allowed the Gerumans to reinforce Mets and thereby repulse the

first attempt to attack in early September. Inexperience in attacking forti-

fied positions and lack of adequate air support were probably the primary

reaoons for the initial lack of succass of the American forces. However,

the caliber and training of the younyq f officersm-in-raining at Netz were a

formidable obstacle.

With the supply priorities geared to a broad front and first priority

goine to Montgomery and the First Army, along with instructions that no more

ageressivo action be permitted beyond what the maintenncoe situation would

support after the full requirements of the main effort had been met, the Third

Arzy drive forward had little chance for success*

The shortage of fuel stopped the advance, the shortage of artillery and

air support blunted the miccess of the attack as did the absence of maps and

"27
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special materials needed to overcome fortifications* Lack of heavy bridging

equlTaent and ability to areas the swollen river made it virtually impossible

to accomplish the initial assault on met%* the October lull provided an op-

portunity to make up for these and other shortcomings, thereby naki•g it

possible to successfully defeat the Qormans at MNes in Novsaber.

On the other hand, had the Germans hed the proper priority in personnel

and lortcttcO support as well as iwpro'ed the fortification assets, they

could very likely have repulsed the Third Army advance. As it was, they tid

not have the priority or the logistical support and finally, due to a lack

of artillery and anti-armor capability* coupled with the soaling off of their

lines of communication, they were forced to surrendero

OO2IOAMD COWEOL.1 AND C20M=Q~!aflON8 S]MM

U.S. Forces were well organized for the Metr battle. The commander sand

staffs bad been preparing for the final reduction since the September battles.

A realignment of forces had positioned the Infantry divisions against Mets

while the Armor units were poised to exploit to both the north and the south.

Additional engineer support had been positioned for the river crossings and

enetieers and Inf~atry were trained and organized to reduce the fortifications

with explosives.

Comvauications were generally satisfactory, although deficiencies ezisted

on both sides. U.S. wire comimnications were frequently interrupted by enemy

shelling and the destruction of one bridge severed commercial circuits across

the t080lleo A lack of commnications for command prompted the formation of

TV Bacon on the east side of the Moselle early in the battle.

The (ermanc relied. primarily on wire within the protection of the fortress

system. Destruction of this eystem was accomplished only by eliminating the

communications centers scattered through the fortresses. May eneoy units

28



fought an without coxuinacations.

,* Command of the German Force* was fair, but wae hampered by a lack of

planning and uncertainty of the fortress' mission. Additionallyg many ew.

)prienced officers and iCO's from the units within Nets had been reassigned

during the October lull* Jot until one day before the U$.S offenslve was it

decided by the Oerman high command to hold the city* Nevertheless, General

Balch, commaading the German Corps, had foreseen the sacrifice of Mots. He

had therefore not committed his precious tanks or assault guns to the city.

When the decision to bold the city was finally made, there was not time to

reirforce with men and equipment and the commanders were left to fight with

What they had on hand. To add to the confusion, General Luebbe, commanding

the Mets Fortress, suffered a stroke. He was replaced on i1 November by

Genoral Kittel, who had formerly commanded the 49th VG Divisione

* DOOfUTIl AM D AM R=[1111

The losses suffered by Third Army unite during the September battles had

caused a rethinking in tactics and training during the October lull ir the

battle. This break in the fighting allewed U.S, units to efficiently train

units which had to undergo mador replacement and reconstitution operations,

Superior U*S. personnel strength allowed, units to be rotated to the rear

." for rest and training. XX Cerpo conducted courses on Floating Bailey bridges,

river crossitg, explosives, fortress reduction, ond house-tor-house fighting

immediately preceding the November offensive. Rotating units to the front

again allowed green troops to experience combat before the actual jumpoff.

German Forces were not as lucky. Although they outmulbered U.S. Forces

in number of units, their strength and training were well devu. Opposing UoS.

Fore*s kept up patrolling and artillery, thus preventing maJor rest or rotap-

tion operations. Good training was hampered by a lack of skilled leaders and
29
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supplies, While Us,. Forces had introduced two new divisions into the Nets

area duritg October, the Oermano had actually allowed their defensive con-

dition to gravely deteriorate,

Like U.S. Forcee. the oermane had suffered tremendous eaualties during

L the September fighting. They, however, were hampered in reconstitution by a

severe lack of manpower. Overall in Mets, German Forces were down to 14,000,

while the 462d VG Divisien was down to less than 7,000. Recent replacements

were overage and poorly trained*, and the lack of good leaders further hindered

additional training. The 416 VO Division and the 19th YG Division were both

under strength and undertrained with many new replaeeuents. Only the 17th 52

Panter Division and the 25th Panzer Grenadier Division were good fighting

unitt, and both were pushed east as Mets was squeseed off*

Deception played a major role immediately prior to the offensive. X&

Cora t l relocation of the 90th Division to an assembly area in the nerthern

sector prier to the battle was a successful large-scale deception operation,

Dummy guns and rubber dummies were left on the line along with limited real

weapons and men. Sounddeeeptior units provided realism, and false radio

traffic was provided. From their assembly areas, 90th Division unite conducted

recons of their river Crosming sites with false vehicle bumper markings and

borrowed shoulder insignias This complicateA scheme, which relocated an

entire division Just a few miles from the (ermans, was effective and achieved

surprise during the subsequent atteko.51

The U.S,. Armyes 3d Cavalry Squadron conducted the initial ground recon-

uaissanee to the east and northeast in the direction of Mets and Thionville.

Observation posts were established overlooking the Moselle River eight miles

- * -from Mets. These reecnnaiseamce elements obtained information that the
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Goramah were hastily orgaising to defend Mets and the Moselle River Line.

.' ' The fortress ssotes around Mots was to be used as the basis for this defense,

eand the lose of Mets to the advancing American Force was to be prevented, to

the north of Mets German Torseo were observed setting up a defensive screen

vest of the NosellO in the Thionville area.

Numerous disorganised German units, after fal]ing back in confusion from

the XX Corps offensive,, wer* •berved withdrawing towards Not% a a rallying

There was a permanent GeCoss garrison, the 462d Mobilisation Division.

It consisted of an officer candidate school, Regiment VI1 a number of battalp.

ions of the Stellug, type incortmrated into a regimental orgsaisation, and

the 1010th Security Regiment, rermants of which had fallen back on the city

after their previous stand on the Seine River. This unit wa" manning static

defezees in Nots. The 17th SS Panner Grenadier Division, which had fallen

' •' back from positions in the vicinity of ZTAI19 was assigned the defense of the

zone southwest of Notme In the Thionvillo sector, on the north, the 559th

Infantry Division Was mobilized to defend the )Moselle line and to delay west

of Thionville as long as possible, The object of the delay in force at Nets

was to establish a hinge on which to organtse the center of thb western front.

The XX Corps had little information regarding the military strength of

Metts Their rapidity of advancement had allowed no time to gather and die-

cemisate isforuat5on on the fortress system or the availability of troops to

defend it. Maps available to U.S. forees showed neither the fortifications

nor the details of the terrain. 5 2

From the German perspective, the defense of Nets could best be accome-

plished by concentrating forces east of the Moselle RIver line, and the forts

west of the river were used chiefly for delaying parposes only. Nets itself
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would be used as an administrative center to direct and repulse the advancing

Americanso Later, Mets would be used as a concentration point for ammu•ition

and weapons to arm the counteroffensive which was to be organized behind the

Moselle River line, However, Hitler directed that all ferts, including those

west of the Moselle, be manned, improved where possible and held at all costs.

Work was begun on these positions and as many artillery pieces as possible

.* Vore emplaced.

T he At•tack on Fort Driest

XX Corps and Third U.S. Army endorsed a plan developed by the Commutners

of the l1th Infatntry Regiment and the 5th Infantry Division for the attack on

Port Driant. The plan was designed to indoctrinate newly arrived replacements

and reinforcements and to bolster the uorale of the l1th Infantry Regiment.

However the Corps and Third Army e*u=anders saw Fort Driant as vital to the

assanlt on Nets since the Fort aos considered a keystone in the reduction of

. the approaches to Metzs The reduction of Fort Driest would open the way for

Sa tank assault north through the Moselle Valley to Metz. The planning of the

initial attack on 27 September was based on grovMd reconalssance by well as

extensive aerial reconnaiesance photo information regardli, the actual die-

peeition of the enemy in Fort riant. This attack did not take place however

until October to allow for additional engineer preparations. The assault

after eleven days of effort wan repulsed.

Pased on the ordeal at Fort Driant, the Commanding General, 31 Corps,

initiated intensive planning. for the subsequent reinforced attack on the am-

tire fortified region of Mets. This plan consisted of two distinct operations

to be accomplished concurrently: The first would be an attack to encircle

and destroy the fortress and garrison of Mots, the second would be the

seizure of a brideehead over the Saur River in the vicinity of Saarburg as a
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base to resume the attack to the northeast. It was resoned that after the

Net% operation had commened. and the enemy strength had been siphoned into

"the tbreatened area, an infantry division, erossing north of Thionville, could

.proceed rapidly ever the bane of the Sar-*oselle triangle and solve a bridge-

head on the Saar River at Saarbure.

The personnel replacement system for both sides was similar in one

aspect, they were inadequate to mustein prolonged operations. We see that

Patton's drive acss France produced 24,$80 casualties with 19,506 replace-

maett through 28 August 19449 while aerman losses totaled 154,000. While the

Anerlcans were depending almost totally upon individual, replacements, the

Ormatns used almost extensively the unit replacement system. Their concept

was to form unite and insert then Into the defense as suoho If a unit had

been disabled, they were collected, consolidated and reformaet into another

"unit.•

by September 17, the begint ug of the short lull or stalemate,. AdrM

casualties totalad 26,1.02, en increase of 2,000. while enemy camsualties

numbered an estimated 186,000, an increase of 30,000 since 28 August 1944.

Thore yaw a delay In reportin, the casnalties up the ranks as the initial

attacks to *siee bridgeheads produced more than 2,000 casualties. This is

fuather Justified by the casualty figures of 3d Army as reported on 211 Sep-

tember•. Total casualties were reported at 45,130, an Increase of 7,272 during

a period of lessening activity, while the enemy casualties were estimated at

216,1•0, an increase of 30,100 in one week. The cumulative replacements for

3d Arra numbered 43,566, less than 2,000 short of casualties sustained.,

The individual replaeoment concept was employed after a11 units were do.-

"ployed in the theater, and provicied the now green tvops a sense of IdentitF
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"" awA afforded them some measure of security. They knew if they ur-vtrd. initial

". battles they had a chance of surviving the war. On the other hand the German

unit replacement system employed by the Germans seemed to suit their purposes

and was their best course of action. Although there were cohesion problems,

the Germans at that time were continually involved in reconstituting units

from whatever assets they could manages

Both aidest replasement stream was inadequate to keep up with easualties.

In the 3d Army, non battle casualties wore 2.5 for each Ml6. The Oerman ro-

placement stream was inadequate becusce Hitler felt the war with Russiau had

greater significsnce. This major influx of people into the West would occur

dur ig the ferming of units for the battle of the BDclge.

The V.S. replacements were green. Although Patton tried to give them

traintng prior to throwing them into battle, it was not always possible to do

so. The German replacements were no bettor. The 462 Div, defending Nota,

endod up using an 00$ Regiment, a Security Regiment, the NCO School Regiment

and a composite regiment with 2 replacement battalions ami a signal battalion.

Th• 00S re-,timent was composed of young men as well asi veterans of the

Bastern Pront who had distinguishe•4 themselvoes The NCO School regiment Was

rat-t high in technical ability, but had never worked tether. Te other

re~ginmnt3 were not line soldiers and ill-trained for the missiono55

Although Patton was short of roplaeement*, this was not the cause of his

el#ay•o The l.ý,tttt,.• problems caused the initia stoppin, of his momentilU,

allowing the lermans more time to prepe Mete fortifications. On the Gers.n

stle, their shertagas were dir.otly responsible for this trability to hold

the terrain. Bat *ne muot look at Hitler t s position to understand why he did

not s•mi replacements to the West, He knew the Allies* lines were short and

until Antverp was open, he could Uevote all his attentio" to the eAsteru Front.
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The morale of Pattones 3d Army was high before the initial stoppioz West

"of the Moselle. They had devastated the Germans an bragged that they were

with Patton. Their lose in momentum for 30 days or so ceused a slight decrease

in moral. lue to inactivity. They were overjoyed when .given the order to

attnok onward Wtweard the Rhino"'. harine this loss Ir momenutm the Germans

had set strong defenses and were nearly pr*pared for the full scale American

attack. They inflicted heavy casualtses on the Uo.. forces and experienced

a lift in their morale by stopping Patton.*6

D uring the first phaos, the U.s. forco were tired, hzigry and took 50

percont caeAalties. The morale of nen in the companies had gone down as they

saw their lenders die. Sone units even retreated uncontrolled from the

The weather served to further demorall.se theo as the rain, cold and mud

Ssloved th~n, thereby oxposing them longer to the onesy's fire. the terrain

and weather roid not fawor use Of tanks vhich cauemsi the soldiers to fight a

diftorenut type of battle than they had been previously fighting. Go"e was

the flank meomrit, aehievel by speed,. Gone was the maneuver they enjoyed

* with their tanks. In its place was an assault upon forttftied positions

"without the assistance, initially, of air eter,.

The leaders did all they could to increase morale. Patton gave many of

ht.s faoous *pep talks". Many subordinate leaders showed their concern for

their uol.iers by insurine they had proper clothing and sdequate food. the

sol•iers believed in their leaders and in their cmese. They know Hitler must

be defeated,

•The eerm a ledership ws onvinced the war w ever In the Western Tront
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but wroe nearly fanatio4 about protoetion of the homeland. In this battle

the moat fieroe oppouttion vas from the 005 regiment and the 100 academy.

Although some of the leaders were technically competent the majority ot the

smller level leaders woere inexperienced.

Pattoats persormlity permeated the battle. He was e'erywherel He

forcedg, pushed and., at times, directed forward operations. He proves4, how-

ever, not to be very flexible about this plan. The smaller unit leaders

endeai up usivn initiative to overcome the obstacles and eventually took Met..

,the American Army bad the leadership advantage throughout the battle, al-

thoueh the Germans fought bravely.

C. Ijja kie 1t•a= ObJectives

XX Com#ane aission Was simple: "to encircle and destroy the eneoy In the

NoMet% arriuon *ad capture a bridgehead ever the Saar (River)." The order

specificallv called for the "destruction or capture of the Mets garrison

without the investiture or seizure of the Mets Ports." 8  The Cors was

anxious not to repeat the fiasco at Fert Driant which had cost so many lives

and LTG Patton was anxious to resume his rapid advance to the Rhine River.

qeneral Kittelse orders were clear: His oath was "Oto defend the city to

the last man and oartride." Hitler had now taken a special interest in the

Mott garrison and in the seconi week of November ordered the garrison to

"hold" and to be reinforcedl, provisioned for a lon1 sieoe, and equippod with

additional rockot lounchers. He saw the opportunity to lput a large salient

in the advancing Allied lines oad to slow or stop Patton. His ordera caome

too late for the Mets garrison.

Do Feasitbe qogrses of Acqton

U.S. Forces had th- following courses of action:

-r1. gorcle and reduce the garrison.
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2, hcirele, then bypass the city.

S3. naircleo the garris•on then *onduat singe warf&rn,

Goruan forces had the following courses of action:

L 1, RBoll the garrison.

2. Conduct delay operations with the city as a pivot

3. WitYirav the garrison with delaytag general torens

The Third Army had learow d its lesion in siege operations during the

September fighting. While XX Corps encircled the city, KII Corps sad other

*XX Corp elements were to push ahead to the Saar River. XX Corps was to we-

*duce the city without engaging in a costly, long tenm siege,

The German decision to hold the city was a Waste of preeieus men and
equipment. Although a more adequately equipped force could have been a thorn

to the U,.S Forces for an extended period, the days of siege warfare bad

VA
*literally been bypassed by armor and air pover, this German course of action

could not be supported tactically or loCistically.
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"On X Bovember XX Corso isosd Yield Order No. 12 which ontlined its eons-

c sept for the reduction of the Met% fortified area and the resnaption of

offensive operations to secure the Rhine. This plan called for an encircle-

ment of Mets, a follow on reconiuvnssance to the Sarre River, the seirurs of a

bridghesad in the vicinity of Saarbxre, sad on order, the continuation of the

attack to the northeast. In specific regarA to Met., the order stated that

the intent of the commander was to destroy or capture the Net% garrison,

without the investiture or soiege of the Mots Forts.

To implement the plan, the 90th Infantry Division was tasked with the

initial envelopment of the city from the north. The 5th Infantry Division

attawk was to encircle Metz from the south. The 95th Infantry Division was

J initially to contain the eorman salient west of the Noselle. When the oen-

centric attacks of the 90th and the 5th divisions closed, the 95th va to

drive into the sallent, cross the Moselle, aei secure the city. The 10th

ArmorfA Division was to follow the 90th division. After erossing the Moselle,

it was t* attack to the left ad parallel to the 90th to eloe the encircle-

ment east of Metz. Simultaneously, the 10th was to path armored reconnatisance

units east towards the Srr River with the intention of se•ling a preliminary

bridgehead near Nerxig. Finally, the 3rd Cavalry Group was to follow the 10th

Armored across the M4oselle River. Upon crossing, it would swine northeast to

probo enemy resistance in the vicinity of Saarburg and to scroen the flanks

and rear of the corps units encircling Nets.

The plan was basically to be executed in two phasest 1) The elimination

S or German forces in the Nets area. 2) The resumption of the attack to the

northeast. Its success depended upon the rapil culmination of the encirclement
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aM the point at which the 0erman Army onmander decided to withdrav from the

encircled area.

The.•h Diviemomid~she.A at UckanA 60

On 7 November, only hours before the attack was to jvrp off, the 95th

division was given a cha4ge of mission. In addition to containing the salient

around Netu, the division was to force a crossing of the Moselle at Uckange

an,1 to reduce a pocket of Germau resistance in the vicinity of Maiierse-lses-

Metx. The purpose of this effort was to create a disturbance which would

draw the oerman3as attention away from the 90th division attack further north.

he .95th division was to employ only the minimum of forse. in the arousing

but would also coordinate its attacks on both sides of the river to give the

ispression that it was the corps main effort. The attack was to be exeauted

on 8 November which was one day before the other XX 0orpm units were to begin

operations.

The new mission wai assigned to the 377th Infantry Regiment. the remain-

Ing units, the 378th and 379th Infantry regiments were to contain the Net%

salient, In the 377th, the lot Battalion was designated to make the river

crossing, Their mission was to frose a crossing, occupy the town of Immsldange

and block the nortlisouth road between Mets and Thionville. Once these objec-

tives were secured, the battalion was to dig in and wait relief by troops

moving down from the main erossing in the north, The 2nd and 3rd Battalions

of the 377th were to reduce the Gernam pocket at Maisieres-leu-Uots.

At dusk, on the night of 8 November, a detachment of the 320th engineers

crossed the river in assault boats and blow a gap in tht German wire and

minefield. At 2100, C company let Bn 377th Infantry crossed the river with

no opposition. The company advanced approximately 400 metere from the river

&=I then due in to &wait the arrival of the rest of the battalion.
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In conjunction with the -onsing, the 2nd and 3rd battalions initiated

their night attack a0inst Maisiores-les-Notse The operation was almost

immediately halted by the extensive minefields in the aea.. Once tripped, the

Gerumas were alerted to the attack and cmght the American troops in the open

*i with artillery fire* Despite heavy casualties, the attack continued throughs.

- out the night and on into the next day. On the afternoon of 9 November, the

battalions were reinforced with tanks and by nightfall had sesured the entire

area except for a small enemy enclav• in the town of Ranooncourt. On the

following d&y, the Moselle River bogen to flood and the rising water isolated

this villageo Thereafter, no further attempt was mmde to clear it.

On daybreak of 9 November the let Battalion had succeeded in crossing

its A company and a heavy weapons platoon across the river, By this time,

howovers German artillery had seroed in on the crossing site and prevented

the bridge building operations of the engineers. Additionally, the rising

flood of the Moselle, combined with the increasing accuracy of Oerman fire

made contimued boat crossings impossible. The two companies of the battalion

were cut off.

The 19th Yolks Grenadier divisions which opposed the crossing, made no

major attempt to eliminate the bridgehead* Its actions were confined to

patrolline ant indirect fireo It is apparent that the division recognised

the action as a fiento The companies on the east bank were supported. for

three days by air drops from light spotter aircraft. Pinallye on the night

of the 11/12 November the flood waters began to recode and the remainder of

the battalion was able to cress,

The 90h Division CEraoing,61

To execute its northern envelopment of Nets the 90th division selected

two crossing sites on the Moselle River: Cattenom anW. Malling. It was the
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oommanoers intent to put a strom, force across the river before deaylipht on

9 November in order to quickly overrun the forts of Kownig.mackar and Not-rich

while e*curiae, the dominant terrain to the southeast. The remaining regiments

would crone in follow-on attacks on 9 November.

The 358th Infantry Regiment was to be on the division's right and was to

cross at Cattens.. It was to seize IFt. Koonigsmackr mnd the village of

Bassom-Saa with one battalion. The remaining two battalions were to by pass

the fort and secure the ridgoline southeast of Kosnigemacker. The 359th

Infantry ItRgiment on the left was to cross at the tallin. site and *esure the

high ground between Mount Altenberg and the village of Oudrennio The 357th

Infantry Regiment was to cross at either site and attack between the ether

two regiments to secure the town of Koenigsmacker. From these positions, the

Division was to continue its attack to dominate the high ground northwest of

Boulay"Moselle which controls the roads leading out of Mote and would coose
•. the northern portion of the XX Corps enciralemont,

Two das before the attack the division moved its regiments and support

troops into the cover of the Porest of Cattenom which was directly to the

rear of the crossing area. The 3rd Cavalry patrolled extensively to conceal

this movement ard keep Geran patrols away. Before midnight on 9 November,

the assault battalions of the 358th and 359th beigan to carry their boats

towards the river. The Moselle was beginning to flood and hampered the ap-

preaches to the river. The flooi, however, also covered the German mine-

fields on the east bank and forced their outposts away from the river, By

0500, the )58th had one battalion ashore without incident and was shortly

followed by the arrival of the two other battalions. The 359th was also able

to cross all three battalions with no casualties.

In the 358th sector the lot battalion launched its attack at 0715 againct
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Ft Koenigmmacker while the 3rd battalion bypassed the attack and advanced

toward, the village of lnulange. The lot battalion quickly penetrated the

wire and mine fields surrounding the fort* The battalion had detailed maps

of the fortification and had trained previously in the special techniques

requircd to clear its bunkerso The operation proceeded systematically but

was hindered by the shortage of explosives. Supplies had to be hand carried

from the river and the flow was insufficient to support the attack. Spotter

aircraft were then employed to airdrop explosives. By 10 Novembor, A ant B

companies of the let battalion had captured roughly half the fort.

On the afternoon of 9 Noveuber, two battalions of the 357th crossed the

river and secured the town of Koanigamacker, Hewever, the floodizg river had

prevented the crossing of any tanks or other heavy weapons and the eight

battalions we" virtually cut-off, Despite this situation the regiment

laun.ched a battalion attack on 10 November to secure the I4etrish fortifice-

l a Stions, The fort was surrounded •nd the ridgeline secured by nightfalls

In the 358th and 359th sectors, the eneaW was slowly beginning to react

to the bricigehead, On 10 November, the 359th was hit by a German counter-

attack which caused the regiment to lose control of the town of Kerling. This

F :vilage controlled the road network needed by the 10th Armored to conduct Its

attack, In the 358th area, st counter-wattack was repulsed at Bassee-am.

Company C of the lot batt&a]ion was brought up to reinforce A and B companies

ir Ft Koen",guackir. The failure to secure this fortificatior allowed its

orrmi occupants to interdict the advance of the 2nd battalion. and forced it

to stop short of it* objective.

On the llth of November, thm three regiments were still cut'-cff, Only a

few anti-tank gus• had made. it across the rivers The soldiers had been fight-

ing hard for two days with little sleep and wore soaked from the contimiing



rain and flood. None the less, all three regiments moved on the offeneive.

The 35?tth secured the high ground vest of Breistroff-I&-Poetitso The 359th

repulsed several strong aounter-attacke, retook Kerlinz, and secured the

dominant terrain from the vaillage of Rettel along the river to the villgee

of Oudreanne. The 358th com•p1eted the reduction of It Koenigamacker, captured

or killed several German units attempting to reinforce the fort a&M secured

* hill 254,

The most important event of the day, however, did not occur on the

battlefiels.. The flood, waters were receding. Thus far, the Cermami had not

put together a strong counterwattack force. Time was running out for the

division because its activities of the past three days had clearly marked it

as the major attack in the area. If the 90th did not cross its tanks, tank

destroyers and other heavy weapons soon, the infantry regiments could be

*pishod into the river by strong armored forces.

The German Army Group had been initially forced to deal the bridgehead

with piecomeal attacks scraped together from its two divisions ir the area:

Th" i146th division and the l9th Volks Orenadier division. These attacks,

although executel with grest spirit, lacked the firepower, depth and mobility

needed to achi~ve decisive results. However, on the night of 11 November a

combat group of the 25th Panner Grenadier Division was committed to attack

the bridgehead. Meanwhile, the 90th Divition was working to push supplies

and heavy weapons by ferry scrous the river. By early morning of 12 November,

a bridge fina3ly spanned the Moselle and two tank destroyers crossed the

river. At this point in the battle, both sides were locked in a deadly race

to build up enough combat power to decide the battle.

At 0300 12 November, the combat group of the 25th Panser Grenadhir

reinforced by ten tanks and assaut guns struck the 359th. This initial
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* attack dro.. the 3rd battalion out of Karling, The aermin main effort was

centered. along the Kerling,'..Xtitews-Ret ~ige axits and was obviously focused on

the destruction of the Nailing crossing site* In their advance, the (Jermaris

broke through two compary si~s units atteurpting to block them, A composite

force of cooks# staff and support personnel formed by tho 2ni 'battalion coop

u'ander che~ced, tho Germans at Petite-Rettaxige, At that times twenty artillery

bat tatlions opened up on the German combat group. Addlitionallyg the two tankc

deatroyere that had crossed earlier that morning moved up mnd took the combatU gCroup under fire, The counter'-attackc completely broke wyler such intense

Pressure and the German force retreate back through Kerlineo Illy the after~-

nooni of 12 Wovember, the 359th had regrouped and then moved &war to the

ho37thamaaetocross It: reserve battalions, Aft:: heavy fight-.

Insthe regiment pushed the bridgehead line to the end of the Koenigemacker

ride ad verooed hevillage of Inplang. The 358th also contivued the

tcoscould, not locate* At the crossing siten, strong efforts were again

underway to repair the bridges damaged during the counuterv.ettack, Supplies

weestill not crossing the river in sufficient qumitities, the bridgehead

bad been expanided but the troops were cold, wet and tired.

On 13 Nlovember all three regiments agai&n attacktid, The 357th cleared

out pockets of enemy resistance In its rear, The 359th attacked with great

lotses through a& minefield to link up with the 357th at Oudrenne. It also

completed its reoccupation o1 Kerlinge The 358th also had to deal with mine'-

fieldes but managed to seize the high grround ororlooking Inglanger and tied

in with the 357th. A bridge vas completed at Cattenain and the 90th Division
'44
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poured the root of its units into the bridgehead. Transport, artillery,

anti-tank, and supply units crossed in a continuous stream at Cattenom. The

* 90th Reconnaissance troop pushed south along the river to link uptwith the

95th division elements at Uckange. By the 14th of November, the troops in

the regiments had overcoats, blankets and dry mocks and the 90th division

was now in position to support the advance south*

95th Bridjohead Exranded 6 2

On or about 10 November, YX Corps headquarters became very concerned

about the progress that was being made in securing a suitable crossing, to

comnit the 10th Armored Division, Operations in the 90th bridgehead did not,

at that time, look hopeful. Therefore, the 95th division was ordered to

e*xvmd its foothold on the east bank of the mosello by conducting a recon-

nuissarce, in force to test the possibility of securing a crossing in the town

of Thionville.

The 2nd Battalion 3?8th Infantry was tasked with the mission. By mid-day

on 11 November the battalion had crossed the Moselle ad soecared a small

section of the east side of Thionville. The most serious resistance en-

caur.tered was from an old fortifioation in the town called Ft Yuts, This

was overrun by the battalion on 13 November. Operations were immediattly

initiated to expand the bridgehead. By the 14th of November, the villages

of Rasse-Yutz and 1!aute-Yutt were seized expanding its area to the north and

east. In the southern sector a German company size element of the ?7th

Reglment held a small cluster of more modern fortifications near the town of

Illm", * It took the battalion two days of hard fighting to eliminate this

threat, During. the fight, the reconnaissance troop from the 90th division

linked up with the battalion and established a secure lane on the eiat bank

of the Moselle for the commitment of the 10th Armored Division*
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On 13 November, the 1.t battalion 377th Infantry which held the initial.

crossing at Uckange was ordered to attack north to make contact with the 2nd

fn, 378th Infantry. The battalion immediately secured the villages of Bertangs

and Imeldange. However, before its defenses could be fully emplaed, the unit

was counter-attacked by a task force from the 73rd Regiment of the 19th Volks

Grenadier Division. This strong force was reinforced by a unit from the 485th

Antimtank Battalion. In two days of hard fighting, the battalion took heavy

casualties but continued to hold the village. Finally, the 2nd Bn. 378th

Infantry with a platoon Of tank destroyers attacked south from Illange and

relieved the battalions

To coordinate the advance towards, Metsl, the 95th reorganized to con-

colidate its units on the east bank. On 15 November, COL Robert L. Baeon

was given command of all units east of the Moselle. Task Fores Bacon was

thut, reinforced with some cavalry, artillery, tank and tank destroyer units.

Upon the reliof of the let Bn 377th Infantry, the task force was assigied the

mhtion of attacking south towards Netz to clear the enemy from the east bank

of the Moselle.

Commitment of the 101t ArPored Division6 '

The 10th Armored was moved into secure assembly areas just west Of the

Mooslle on 9 November. As soon as a suitable crossing site was established,

it was to cross the river and conduct a two pronged operation to seize a

bridgeheal across the Sarre and to attack alongside the 90th divisions On

12 November, following the attack of the 95th division across Thionville,

vork was begun in that area on a Bailey Bridge. Despite intensive enemy

fire, the bridge was completed on 14 November, Combat Command B (CCB) of

the 10th Armored crossed the bridge 4n the afternoon and. closed on an assembly

area near Kerling before faylight on 15 November* Earlier that evening, CCA
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crossed the repaired bridge at Mulling and assembled south of CCB. The 3rd

Cavalry Group also crossed at Malling. It relieved the northern flank of the

3 59th azd prepared for its future screening and reconnaissance missiops.

In the early morning of 15 November, GCC began its drive east along the

jKerlin&-Valdwisse read. QCA began its attack south later that afternoon. In

order to effectively utilize the few available roads, each Combat Command

*' broke down into smaller task forces. The German forces opposing the division

lacked cohesion but were able to mount several strong blocking actions along

* the narrow roads. The clearing of the weather allowed both units to employ

* the full support of the XIX Tactical Air Command.

CCA advanced steadily for three days and by 19 November had forced

"* croveingse of the Nied river in the vicinity of Freistroff and Bouxonvill.e

* This effectively completed 10th Armored's mission in the Mets encirelemento

The infantry divisions to its left bad at this time closed the inner circle

on the city. Meanwhile CCB was meeting stiff opposition in its advance to

the Sarre. CCA, therefore, was ordered to destroy its Vied crossings and

attack north to join the rest of the division in the drive east.

Closingw Attack of the 90tb Division

On 15 November, at the time of the 10th Armored attack, the 90th division

had expanded the bridgehead to a width of eleven miles and a depth of seven

miles. The division was now preparing to continue its attack to close the en-

circlement of Metz. The resistance of the German 416th and 19th Volks

Orenadier divisions was crumbling. Indications were that the German commanders

at Army and Army Group level were trying to cut their losses and prevent & gap

from being ripped out of their line by the eneirclement. None the less, the

Cerman First Army commander reinforced the 25th Panzer GrerAdier combat group

with a battalion of the 74th Regiment and luanched a counter attack against
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the 90th divisionts southern flank*

*-i At first light of NOvember 15th, the combat group struck the town of

Distroffe This area wai held by the 2nd Battalion 358th Infantry. The

battalion had recently been reinforced with one platoon of tanks and one

* platoon of tank destroyers. Initially, direct fire from the village was able

to force the German tanks back and separate them from their supporting in,

fantryo After two attempts the German troops forced their way into the

village. At the same time another German unit encircled the village and out

the Americans off* In four houre of hard fighting, the German attack was

br ken and the combat group withdrew*

The 357th attacked on 15 November, but was stopped by German held forti-

fications at Hackeuberg, After a full day and night artillery duel with the

fortls field guns, the area was neutralized on 16 November and the attack

"continued. By the 17th of November the division had advanced beyond the

village of Kl&n and had destroyed or captured several German units.

Upon ristoriop its situation at Distreff, the 358th Regiment moved to

the attack on 16 November, The 3rd Battalion cleared Inglange. The let and

Pnd Battalion* attacked and seimud Metservisse. The 2nd Battalion eontinued

the attack to seeure oetteroeehe on 17 Novembero

At this point the 90th division stopped assigned intermediate objectives

and launched the division into a pursuit to close the gap around Mets. The

359th relieved the 358th. Rapidly meving on trucks, the regiment overran

German demolition team* and caught road blocks before they were emplamcd By

19 November the regiment had cut escape routes out of Mets at Condo-Worthen

and Lee ifangse Later that day the 90th Reconnaissance troop linked up with

elemente of the 735th tank battalion ruuworting the -5th Division. The ew-

cirelement was complete. At that time, the 90tb division was ordered to
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regroup to continue the drive to the Sarri.

*to CLOSINg JAMS" S3hIY

The frivndly forces participating in the "Closing Jasa* segment of the

* battle include the 95th Infantry Division, 5th Division and Task Forne Bacon

which although technically a part of the 95th Division was deployed as an

independent force. The 95th Division, for the most part. hAd been responsible

for guarding the western fortifications and was finally given an active role

in the battle on 14 November. They had deployed the 379th Infartry Regiment

in the vicinity of Drisant; the 378th in the vicinity of the Canrobert fortile

fication; and the 377th near Xaisierewles-Meti. Meanwhile, the .5th Division

* which was located to the south Wad expanded the bridgehead and. was waiting to

aid the 95th in the encirclement and the capture of Mets.

The enemy forces deployed in position to oppose the 95th consisted of

* the 1217th VG Regiment. 100th Security Regiment, 1215th VG Regiment Mad the

1216th VO Regiment which faced TI Bacon. Further to the Swath the 17th 58

Panzer Orenaduiers faced the 5th Division.

biTh 9th Division

"The mission assigned to the 3?9th Infantry was to penetrate en both

sides of the Jeanne d t Arc group. On the left, the 378th Regiment was to

attempt to wheel around to the North of the reves ridge and roll up the deo-

fenees from the rear. The 377th Infantry and TI Bacon were to advance into

the city at"ride the Moselle". 6 5  The overall U.3. plat, included avoiding

frontal assaults cu the forts, isolating them and to move forces into the

city itself.

The main attack was sebodiajed for 15 November while the supporting at-

tack, to be conducted by the 379th, was slated for 14 November. A heavy

* .- artillery preparation preceded the 0600 1 November supportinp attack. Never-

49

• ° . +" ./ + • • - " + +' ,". ,• , **-, - * , O- . +• . •. + + •• . • - - .•.. . . . . . . • . '* * *.*•. . , .. . . • + .. . .*. , .,.. * . . + . .



thole., there was minimal damae done to the forts or their occupaAte. The

379th attack advaneed to their first objective which w" 500 yards to the

rear of Fort Teanne d#Arc, Although the objective vat reached$ the fort was

not seecared, This permitted a large number of German troops to hid. in the

trenches and bunkers. After the 2d Sattallon of the 379th moved throudh the

fort* the enemy forses regrouped and were able to cut off the 2d Battalion

from the Regiment, The let Battalion was similarly out of f after they oaptired

Fort Juesy, and Fort Dai• la Dame which they lost again shortly afterward,

"The encirclu, units were supplied during the early part of the evening by

"artillery spotter aircraft running the gaumtlet of enemy fire" ,"

The defending enemy forces weren't strong enough to prevent a ponetr..-

tion but they were quic)x to regroup where possible and continue to place

harassing fire on the U.S, foroes. *The 162d Puellier was committed in the

Jeanne dVArc sector. Alements of the lOlOth Security Regiment out off the

I kAmerican 2d Battalion. It is probably that the 1217th Regiment opposed the

lot iBattblioh"O 6?Gneral littel had successfully engaged the 95th Division

threat by moving his smell reserve througho't the battlefield and concentrat-

ing, them against the 379th attaok.

The night of the l4th was spent drafting contingency plans to effect

link up with the two U1S. elements that were encircled. The next aao, the

3d Battalion was committed alor, the road. between Ford de Ouise and Jeanne

do Arc. Preskaire was being applie, by the 378th to enhance the effectiveness

of the operatious of the 3d Battalion.

Inemy resistance was lowered significantlyg and "the German of fioar in

chargeo of the strongpoint then surrendered with 46 men and it later trans-

Piroe4 that he had (wronely) awaewi that he was surrounded by a constierable

68force of Americans".
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The 377th end 378th began their coordinated attack on the 15th of Nov.n

ber. The Bole do ?even ridge was attacked in the northern sector by the let

Battalion of the 378th. "Compsaqv A, leading the assault, secured the main

ridge line south of fremecourt Farm and around to the rear of Fort Is Feves.

By 1100 this key work, commanding the approaches to Mets from the North and

Northwest, was in American hands". 6 9 This fort had proviaed the enemy wih.h

excellent observation, fire direction and oomuqxicatlone resources. Most of

their war effort in this sector had been directed from Fort do leves. "The

capture of the relatively weak position may not sound like all that nuch, but

in many ways, it was decisive. It means that a small force was in behind the

fortifications and that they had hit the boundary between the 1010th Security

Regiment and the 1215 VG Regiment".? 0

The 377th was able to clear the 1215th Regiment from the vicinity of

Maizteres-lei-Mets and proeceed as far as the town of Voippy which was about

three miles from the center of Mets,. "The American success of 15 November

not only turned the North flank of the German bridgehead West of the Moselle

but also threatened to cleave a corridor straight to the Metz bridges".1

German equipment, which included artillery and trucks that were still half

loadal, was found abandoned along many of the roads used by the 377th to

chase the retrasting enemy.

Task FoaLa Baae

¶nek Force Bacon, which consisted primarily of the lot Battalion from

the 379th Regiment and the 2d Battalion fron the 378th Regiment, started its

assault on the city of Metz from positions on the east side of the Moselle

river, After spending most of the 1.5th putting together a formidable fight'-

ing force, TV Bacon was ready to ,et into the battle. The commander of TY

Bacon decided to use very sitmnle tactics in making the, attack. "The advance

was made in two columns, moving falone parallel roads on a narrow front, with
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tank destroyers and tanks later reinforced, by two self,-propelled 155M.

"guns - at the head of each column, and with infantry following in trucks

and on footo.7 2 This tactic allowed. then to use one column as a base of fire

and maneuver the other column into a position to hit the flanks and rear of

enemy units located in stroyepoints alone the axis of advance. The Task

P orce moved approximately 4 miles before it stopuo& for the nieht wAi

attempted to make contact with elements of the 90th Division on its right

flank. The advance south continued the following day and by nightfall the TV

was at lort St. Jtulien, which was within 3000 moters of the center of Nets.

The IL Division

The 5th Division, with the 2d Infantry, 10th Infantry and llth Infantry

had been out of action since early November and had now received badly needed

resupply and replacements. The 9th of November was the start of the .5th

Division advance toward the city of Metz. The Soillo River, which was normal-

Ade ly lees than 20 meters wideo was nov almost 200 meters wide as a result of the

tre.irtudous rainfall. Crossing the rivir presented a significant obstacle but

"throughout the night of 8/9 November, the engineers labored to complete

bridges across the river and to mark the approache. for the Infantry". 73

There was little enemy resistance onsountered and sesure bridgeheads were

established throughout the Division sector by the end of the first day. On

the second day elements of the 2d Infantry captured over 400 -prisoners as the

tofmo of Pagnu-les Oin and Sillyo-en Saul-nois were aver-run. On 12 November

the attack wan deliberately slowad down to allow the lines of coamunications

between the 2d Infautry and the Division main body to be restored. Later that

day, the Nied river was reached by the lot aW. 2d Battalions, 2d Infantry.

Thuring the night, tho lot Battalion crossee the river and occupied the town

of Ancervil~es
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Enemy force* made numeroum unsuccessful attempts to destroy the bri•de-

head that had been established.

The 10th and 11th Infantry fought their way north and "by the evening of

-14 November$ six days after the commencement of the offensive, the pincers

were gradually closing around Note** The 10th Infantry had moved as far

N orth an Marly and the 5th Division, although overextended, started to get

ready for the attack on the city of Nets,. Prior to moving out the 5th Divi-

sion Oompleted plans for establishing contact with the 90th Division and made

final preparatlone on the 15th of govember. The following day elements of

the llth Infantry were pinned down in fiehting near the airfield at Fresoty.

Two additionme Battalions had to be committed to extricate the llth from the

enemy which vas held up in the hangars and bomb shelters at the airfield.

The enemy forces continued to fight a detormined battle In spite of high

casualties, Forces pitted against the 5th Division continued to be elements

of the 17th S8 PG Division which had lost communications with the Mots

garrison. The Verdun forts were not finally encircled by the Americans until

the night of 16 November. The German forces at the Frescaty airfield were

finally driven off by two Infantry Battalions and the 735th Tank Battalion by

dusk on the 17th.

The city of Mete was finally encircled by the U.S, forces on 18 November

when elements of the 5th Division linked up with elements of the 90th Division

at Point Marais, Some elements of the 5th Division entered into the city of

Nete and started to "mop up the southern suburbs block by block, fighting

their way through the maze of railway yards at eablen". 75  The American forces

were now in position to enter Meot and ever-run the enemye

Battle For the City of Met%

By nightfall on 17 Novomber, the Americans surrounded the city and were

.
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prepari,•g to enter,

TY Baeons consisting of the 2nd Battalion, 378th Infantry$ the let Battal-

ion, 377th Infantry, and the 95th Reconniessance Troop were located approxi-

"!ately 2* miles north of Matz in the vicinity of the German-held Tort St.

Julian, The bulk of the 377th(-) and 378th Infantry Regiments had drawn up

to the Hofen Ganal, parallel to the Momelle River, Just northwest of the city.

Vest of the city the proviounly encircled 379th Infantry Regiment had fought

its way to within about a mile from the )4oselle, South of Metx, elements of

the 5th Divisionts 10th and 1lth Infantry regiments were occupying the city's

southern suburbs., 6 All U.8, forces were reduced in streneth because of

casualties and because of forces which had to be left behind to hold several

German ococpied strongpoint forts which surrounded the city.

In addition to the previously mentioned U.S, forces surrounding the

city, there were some 400 combatant MI people still in the city itself.

J 4'.� The main 3arman strongpoint forts surrounding the city which were still

offering strong resistance during the night of 17 November were Forts St.

*Julian, about 3 miles north of the city in T7 Bacon's sector; Forts Plappe-

villa and St. quentin approximately 3 miles vest of Metz in the 379th Infantry

Riegimentks area; Forts Jeanne d'Arc, Driant, and a couple of the Seven Dwarfs

further soith and west of the city; Vort Verdun about 4 miles mouth and Vort

St. Privat *i the cityls southernmost edge, both in the l1th Infantry Regi-

ment t s area; and Vort (ýaeuleu about a mile southeast of Metz in the 10th

Infantry Regiment sector.

German forces contained within these forts by U.S. troops reduced the

number of forces available to the German commander responsible for holding

the city of Metz.

Beaeuse of the large number of French civilians still in the city the
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Americans' use of bombing, and artillery was greatly restricted,.

'qenoral Kittel had the following forces, aside from those previously

P mentioned, available to hold Met%, The 1215th VO Regiment was in the general

vicinity of Fort St, quentin to the west of the city and was ordered to hold

out in the fort itself if necessary. Regiment Anton (1010th Socurity aegi-

ment) was in the vicinity of Port Plappeville, also to the went, The 12l7th

YG Regiment staff was located inside Fort Driant and the regiment was in the

fort t s general area west of the Moselle and souAth of the city. The 462 Fusil-

ler Battalion was located to the south and west of Mots around the Seven

Dwarfs, Combat Group won Matudorf allowed itself to be surrounded in Fort

St, Privat Just south of the city,

The German forces under Gsneral Kittel were prepared to pose the American$

as many problems as possible and, although they were aware their situation

was grave, they were only to give it up block by block.

Fighting og. 18 November

American efforts to enter the city of Mets keyed upon securing any

remaining bridges over the Moselle River and upon the assistance of FFM forces

2till within Metz, Their situation was severely hampered by General Kittelts

* . almost wholesale demolition of the bridges in the area prior to their arrival.

The attack on 18 November began with the 95th Divisiont s 379th Infantry

Regiment from the west, Leaving two companies to contain German resistance

at the Seven Dwarfs, the let Battalion managed to cut off Fort Jeanne dt Arc

from its rear end. By evening it was at the Moselle at Moulins-les-Metz only

to find the bridge there had been demolished, The isolation of Fort Jeanne

dtArc was supported by the 3d Battaliont clearence of the suburbs to the

went of the fort, Since the bridge had been blown and a boat crossing of the

river at that point was not considered feasible, the 379th(-) Infantry
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Regiment was ordered to keep Forts Jeanne d Arc and 1)riant contained and to

mop up any remainin Goerman resistance in the area.

The 3?8th(-) Infantry Regiment in the Division ts sector was in dire

i. straits* Its lot Battalion was fully ocxuptei keeping Port Plappeville con-
p.,

tainede The situation there was aggravated by the German forces in Forts Ste

Q'xentin and Plappeville being able to exchange suppltes with one anothere The

, German forces in the two forte numbered about 650. Ammunition and food within

"the forts was being expended rapidly. The Germans were willing to pay high

costs to hold the forts since they overlooked the Moselle and the Hofen Canal

where the Americans would have to cress mad the city could be fired upon from

forte. Had the Germans prestocked these positions better with food and

ammunition they could have greatly delayed the Americannt eventual capture

of the city.

The Regimentle other battalion, the 3d, attempted to seize one of the

few bridges left intact by General Kittel, the bridge from Loneville across

.% the Ile St. Syuphorian just to the went of Met%. Unfortunately, however, the

Germans who had been securing the bridge blew it just as lead American elements

began to cross. With the bridge out it was decided that an attempt to cross

the river would be carried out on the next day, 19 N~ovember.

Moot of the 377th(-) Infantry Regiment's two battalions were located in

the northern Met% suburbs of Sansonnet and Not% Nord. While the 2d Battalion

was attempting to meime a bridge over the Rofen Oanal to the north Of the

suburbs, they were slowed considerably by M88" machine guns anci 20-1m anti-

aircraft gunfire from an island in the river, The resistance was neutralized

by American tanks. When the battalion reached the bridge, however, they

found that it too had been demolished but that foot soldiers coxild still

cross ever the remains* 0 Company of the 2d Battalion crossed and mopped
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up the remainint enemy on the Island while engineers made the bridge suitable

for Jeeps to cross. The 3d Battalion arrived shortly thereafter on the

island and assisted in secuvrlin 200 captured German prisonerue The 377th(-)

*as then ordered to Iorce their way across the Moselle, even though no boats

were available, if they could do so without taking too many eamualties. As

they were preparing, to cross they began taking increasing fire from the Isle

Chambiere which stood between the island the 377th(-) had taken and the

opposite shore they were ordered to reach. Unbeknown to them Oeneral Kittel t e

conamand post was located on the Isle Chambiere and he was organizing his

troops there for a last stand.

TY Bacon was busy north of Metx in the vicinity of Fort St. Jalian, Its

plan for 18 November had its 2d Battalion of the 378th Infantry Regiment

attackivT the fort from the rear at 0700. At the same time its other battal.-

ion, the let Battalion of the 377th Infantry Regiment was to bypass the fort

and clear the su•burb of St. Julian of any resistance. Prom the suburb they

were to go on toward Fort Bellecroiz and attempt to cross the Seille River

where it forms the northeast border of the city, just south of where it joins

the Mouelle. While the 2/378 approachea the rear of the fort they were

rrontly slowed by Germani troop; from the garrison who had been deployed among

the fortifications. By early afternoon, however, they manwaed to reach the

dry ditch which ran around the fort. Thu foetle only ontranco was through a

tiiriz heavy metal J.oor at the end of a cauneway which spanned the ditch.

Aftur oonsiruaine that thern were no other entrances a tank destroyer was

placed on the causeway about fif ty yards from %ne door. While infantry eand

two l.anks fired at the multitudle of gun ports in the walls of the fort from

which German soldiev'e of the 121ý5 ,nd- VG Pegiment; were dofenIg, the tank

doetriycr f•ired anmo pLercatng au• hiýgh erloei'e rounds at the t+oO•"e•o no
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* avail. The TF Bacoz comtarnder then ordered a 1,55mm self prc,;elled gun to be
"* ." brought up to fire on the doors After firing ten rounds at point blank range

the door to Fort St. Julian stil, stood. When the target was finally changed

to the- stonework surrounding, the door, twenty more rounds finally caused the

giant door to fall into the fort. It was indeed fortunate for TY Bacon that

the Germans defendine Fort St. Jiulian had no antitank gunse. Since it was

dark by the time the door was destroyed, 2•/378 elected to wait umtil the

following day to enter amd clear the fortress.

Meanwhile 1/377 was experiencing heavy mortar fire while attempting to

enter the suburb of St. Julian. That fire was likely to have been fire from

an antiaircraft battery put into position north of Fort Bellecroix by General

Kittel. General Kittel claimed to have known of the plan for the 1/377 to

bypass Fort St. Julian and had consequently positioned the antiaircraft

battery to fire on tanks aWroaching the city from the direction of Forts St.

Jullnn and Bellecroix. The resistance offered by the antiaircraft battery

and the fe4m Orman soldiers in the suburb did not stop the 1/377th, and led

by tunk destroyere, they entered St. Jitlian by early afternoon. They pressed

on to Fort Bellecroix, a huge storage facility construeted in the 18th

Century.

While Company A 1/177th moved to the rear of the fort and took a large

number of German prisonere, Company C lost 8 killed and 48 wounded as the

result of a huge explovion from within the fortfs northern edge near where

they were located. The exact cmaue of the explosion has never been established

but speculation has it that an ammunition storage magarine exploded. An a

result of the explosion, however, the 1/377th had to withdraw for the night

to c&re for their wounded soldiers.

The 95th Recoxznaissance .Troop under TY Bacon was movine to the West
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• durine the battles for Forte St. Jultan sad Bellearoix in an attempt to

establish contact with the 5th Division's 10th Tntantry Regiment. The 1.0th

w&s operating in the southern suburbs of Met: east of the Swill. River,

The 10th anw the llth Infantry Regiments had, been contending with re-

sistance In their sector: from Forts Queuleu and St. Privnt respectively,

Fort Qeul.eu had approximately 5,00 German troops and the 10thb1 efforts to

storm the fort were unsuccessfal because of the limited number of forces

available to the Americano.

Forts St. Privet and Verdun provided the llth Infantry Regiment problems

In their area of operation south of Mett between the Moselle and Seille

Rivre. The Americans continually fired on the forts with tanka, and each

time the nermans refused opportunities to surrender, attempts were made to

burn them out with white phosphorous rounds. The llth t e strength was

dimitrshed by having, to leave elements behind to contain these strongpoints.

aPy nightfall on 18 November Jenoral flttel concentrated his efforts on

the immediate defense of the area around his command post on the I sle Cham-

SFiv.hti -on 19 ov•ember

At dawn a company sized element of the 2d Battalion, 378th Infantry

Regiment of TV Bacon prepared to enter Fort St. Julian. As they entered the

blown door to the fort they overpowered a German NCO who was posting a squad

to defend the entranee and led him at bayonet point to the fort conxander

who vas persuaded to surrotder Fort St. Juliaz.

At about the same ti.e the other battalion of TF Bacon, the let Iattal-

ion, 377th Infantry Regiment, was movintý back intc the area of Fort

Bellecroix. As they moved aroumd the rear of the fort they were very surrrised

to find a bridge over the Seille still intact. After defeatinr & small tern)a
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force defentling the bridge, it was easily oaptured. At about toon & first

* . rifle compamy supported by a tank platoon crossed the br'dge into Mets but

was greatly hampered by extensive sniper fire. The German force of nearly

700 men was not well organized however, and their commander received per-

mission from General Kittel to attempt a breakout. The unit t s commander, a

Colonel Meier, wan subsequently captured and by that afternoon TF Bacon had

control of a large part of the city. That evening FF! men led units to a

building housing a Gestapo headquarters where a few infantry supported by

two tank destroyers neoutralized the headquarters.

The 95th Reconnaissance Troop finally managed to establish contact with

the 10th Infantry Regiment of the 5th Division east of the city near

Vallteres. Shortly before this the enemyte other escape route was closed

by the 2d Infantry Regiment of the 5th Division and the 90th Divisionts Re-

counaiseance Troop south of the city.

d ~ The 377th(-) Infantry Regiment, which had taken up positions on the

ielaud. between the Hofen COnal and the Moselle, were ordered to take the Isle

Chaumbiere, General Kittel's headquarters an-, the last strong defensive

Sposition in the city. Due to confusion as to where the actual crossing was

to take place support bombardment for the crossing fell in the wrong places

Boate were made available and although initial American ]osses were heavy,

by noon a 200 yard foothold was gained on the Isle Chambiere and 300 German

prisoners had been taken. By evening the entire 2d battalion syit one compWn

of the 3d battalion had crossed and had entered twi of the large barrauks

corpiexes on the island.

The 3d Battalion, 378th Infantry formed the center of the attack and

ware to cross the Isle St. Symphorian. Under the support of very effective

artillery and tank fire they easily over.me enemy positions, To their dis-

may they soon learned that the bridges 4onnecting the island to the city were
60
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destroyed a.d that they wuld have to ma-e another crossing by assuwlt boats.

This crossing, which was eventual•y successful, could not be accomplished

until nearly 1700 hours, howevero becmase a boundary chawge with the 5th

Divisiot had to be coordinated first,

The 379th Infantry Regiment was left vithout a suitable crossing site.

Having been ordered to keep Forts Jeanne d'Aro and Driant contained and to

mop up any remaining German resistance In the area on the previous day# they

were given responsibility for the Forta St. Quentinp-l1appeville complex on

19 November, This was as a result of the 378th(-) Infantry Regiment's request

for a boundary change to facilitate Its crossing of the Moselle.

5th Division units were busily engaged south of the city. The 11th

Tnfewtry Regiment had all of its forces committed to containing Forts St,

Privat and Verdun and in isolated combat at Tresecoty Airfield south of the

city. This left only the 3d Battalion to take on the German forces in the

.- area of the railway yards south of the city.

The 10th Infantry Regiment had units still committed around Fto (ueuleu

"but the majority of the unit was into the cast and southeastern suburbs of

the city.

Since a11 major enemy escape routes had been cut off and the divisions

Purrounding Mets were now in contact, final capture of the city was only a

mattor Of time.

German accounts of the battle indicate that attempts were mede to air

drop supplies to the encircled Forts St. quentin and Plappeville (which be-

cause of their strategic locations could have still greatly complicated the

/Aerican occupation of the city) during the night of 19 November. because

the German soldiers were out of flares to mark their location, the airplanes

were unable to 4rop the supplies to them.77
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*Figphtir on 20 sal 2.1jeovejbej

r The main combat within the city during this period consisted mainly of

confused street fighting.

West of the Mosella, however, matters were more complicated for the

S379th Tafautry. They had been ordered responsible for the take over for all

the forts still holding out on the west bmnk of the Moselle. By 0730 hours

on 21 November they were to attack to contain or capture the Forts Plappe-

ville and St. Quentin complex, Jeanne d 3 Arc, the Seven Dwarfs, and Fort

Driwnt. They were promised as much supporti.g fire as possible but were not

to conduct any attacks which may result in casualties) In essence, the Regi-

ment was all that the Americans were willing to expend and. any remaining forces

in the forts would be contained until ready to surrender.

In addtion to artillery support being utilized in suport of the 379thts

efforts, an air strike which never materialized was planned against Fort

S Plap-eville on 21 November. Psychological warefare units were also employed in

trying to convince the Germans in the forts to surrender. Their efforts were

perhaps counteracted 'by the German radio broadcasts, praising the orman

soldiers still defending the forts. On 23 November the 379th Infantry Pegi-

ment was relieved by the 2d Infantry Regiment of the 5th rivijion as the 95tb

Division prepared to move out to participate in the Saar campaign.

Inside the citjy on the Dorntng of 20 November the 378tb(-) Infantry

Pegiment seized their objective, the main railway station, whilo TY Bacon

reported that resistance had ceased in their sector of the city. On 21

Noveaber T? Bacon was dissolved.

Afy 1200 hours on 21 November the 5th Division reported that it had

cleared its southern section of the city and that Fort Qusuleu had. at last

.5. surrendered, That left the Verdun group and Fort St. Privet as a concern.
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Although the commander of Fort St. Privat repea•,edly' reflued to surrender, a

S-.. large number of his son allegedly deserted during the night of 22 November

Creatly reducing this threat, On 22 November the 11th Infantry Regiment was

able to net up its forward comnand post inside the city,

As 20 November dawned on the 3?7tb(,-) Infantry Regiment, they were still

occumping thoir narrow foothold on the Isle Ohamblere confronted by general

*" K•.ttel and. the last of his defenders Juside the Mundra 0:1serne. The Regi.-

mentle 2d Battalion cleared the northern part of Isle Ohambiere by nightfall

of the 20th only after very- bitter fighting, Their fight for the southern

anid on 21 Novembor, however, was much harder but after block to block fightin.,

they close6d in on Mundra Caserte by evening. larly in the morning one company

of the Battalion managed to get into the ground floor of the barracks housing

General litteles comma'd post* Since the two floor* above them still contained

enaCmy, it was not until later that a tank was able to cross the Moselle via

a bridge constructed by the engineers and shoot the top floors to piedes

"thereby forcine. the iurrender of the remaining defenders,

During the morning of 21 Noveirber General Xittel began participating in

the battle an an infantryman and was subsequently wounded about 1100 haurs*78

Colonel Von Stose]. still holding out in Port St, quentin assumed command at

th~tA point, Shortly afterward General littel was taken privouer while being

•re~ted for his wound. Since General Xittel had. relinquished command and

sines some of the outlying forts still had not surrendered, Kittel refused to

su-rerinder the garrisov, This refusal denied the XX Coorl the surrender

ceremony they deserved,

Fighting continued on the Isle Chaabiere on 22 November while American

troop* f.ushad German onldiers. from the tunnel complex of the fortress. By
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1435 hours, 22 November the 377th Infantry Regiment Commader reported that

. - all. resistance in the city had ceased. klthoug•h the battle for Mets Vas

officially Gier, the fight for the remaining outlying forts vould continue

for three more weeks before the area was turned over to the French,
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V.~ AMAYS!S 01 DH AMAE

The "Battle for NetO" deve)oped in an outstanding example of a cLoliber-

* ate attack to reduce a fortified position. Th6 operation was marked by

detailed and skillful planning on the part of the Third Army and its assoct-

S&ated Corps staffs. This planning was clearly the result of lessons learned

• from the poorly coordinated and costly operations conducted in September and

October* The operation vas conducted without air cover in the worst of

weather conditions.? 9 Its successful execution, therefore, depended in most

part on the effective leadership of regimental and battalion commanders who

kePt their men moving, and managed limited combat support resources efficiently*

Most important, however, to final victory was the determination, endurance,

and agressiveness of the indyt.iual soldier who daily continued the attack

despite supply shortages, bad weather, personal. misery, and fierce enemy

resistance. Their performance at Mets put away forever the myth of the

'American ice cream soldier" thet relied more on material than courage to

win battles.

To the Third Army, the battle was an essentala lot step to continue its

*i' offeusive, establish a bridgehead across the Saar River, and to finally

breech the famed German "Western Wall", Met% was not simply a pocket of

recistance that could be simply by passed, The road not in the areas ad-

J2cCret to whe city was poorly developed and probably could not support the

traffie associated with an aM or corps line of communicationo Additionally

the bridees setup by the divisions involved in thi batt-lI could not sustain

lone term heav' logistics traffic, The bridge and road network that ran

through Kets had to be secured if the. Third was to continue its drive mest, 8 0

The perspective of the German$* Army Group v'as similar.e Metz was an
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important center from which to support its forward positions a ong the

Moselle. The retention of Mets and its associated riverlime defense bought

ti.m for the Army Group to improve its "Western Wail" fortifications and to

"further delay the U.1. Third Army's entry in Germany itself. 8 1

Sitnificanots of th Battle

The _A~er tcan

General Pattoens success in breaking through to the Sear which vas made

possible by the reduction of Metu, gave credibility to the U.S. position of a

broad front strategy. In the north# General Hodge t s Virst Army bad met only

limited progress in its attack and was held east of the Ruhr River. If Third

Armyts attack had also failed, the British could have easily held. 21st Army

Group's operations as poor diversions to the theater's main effort. This

could have eliminated for General Hisenhover any support for his broad front

strategy.,

Thfi enemy force, cauht by Third Army's attack were decisively defeated*

The envelopment and follow on pursuit destroyed large enemy units beyond the

poiut of roconstitution, As a result, When Third Army established its now

line along the Sear, it opposed an extremely weakened enemy with almost no

offonsive capability, This situation greatly facilitated Third Army t e later

disengag.,ament to launch its December counter attack in the Ardennes. 8*

Despite the decisive kiefeat of their forcsi in the area, Army Group 0

was able to achieve some strategic gains. The September and October egagoe.-

menta which prec4ded the final battle of Mets shoved tbo value of the areaes

fortification network. The Iermann were then able, to vithdraw their more

experionOed combat troops for employment elsewhere while utilizing lover

• quality units around Mets. The poorer fightin. caTpabilities of theea troops

66



were partly compensated for by the Noet% fortifications. This allowed the

Oermane to release good formations for the winter offensive in the Ardennes,

allowed then, to ga'ln time for the offensive, @md strengthen western defenses

beyond. the Saar at the cost of only thbir mot exxperiable formations,

"In addition, the Germanu could use the area to force the Americans into

difficult wA longthy urban battles. This type of combat is exztremely

destructive to the villages and farms. Rwever, since it was unlikely that

this territory would ever be returned to Oerman contro., thoy *ould use it

to achieye the mUaxiz delay of UMS. forese8*

Army Group ,,, although it incarred great losses, was able to delay the

Thira Army, pobition its more effective uilts to defend the Saar, and gain

time and forces for the Ardennes Offensives It was able to maintain the

cohesion of its Virst Army throughout the battle and establish a continuous

2nd defensive line, 6

S• •Battlefield Lessons

The "Battle of Met%" offers several. important lessons that are highly

relevant to the Armys• present day application of its Airlanr3 Battle doctrine.

Some of the most significant are as follows:

Bad Weather Operations: An extremely notable characteristic of

Airlami Battle tactics is the euployment of attnck helicopters and other air

support to destroy counter attack forces, and to generally isolato the battle-

tield so thft the offensive power of ground maneuver forces can be concentrated.

Thnie op-ratiins are succeudful, howevor, only If the weather permits the

employment of aircraft. XX Corps found themselves in a situation where their

available airpower coulii vOt be used. This was compenesatod for by the

eff,,ctive employment of both division ani corps artillery aesets. On more

than one occasion, enemy counterattacks wero disrupted and the offensive
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momentum maintained by large concentrations of artillery fire. Until msch

time when the air assets available to support oors operations are truly

"Hall-weather", it would seem that the employ•ent of artillery should 'be more

carefully considered in warguming offensive courses of action. In light of

the Army's experience at Netz, wargaming under conditions of unfavorable

weather should bo the rul, rather than the exception in staff operations.

Commandervs intent: The "Battle of Metz" reaffirmed the Importance

of a subordinate's understanding of his commander t s intent in an operation.

Corps, division and regimental commanders were able to effectivel7 recon-

figure their forces, ehange their main effort, and redirect their combat

support to meet changing situations without diverting their attention from

what was to be accomplished. The early crossing of the 95th Infantry Divi-

"sion, the redirection of the 10th Armored Division, and the formation of Task

Force Bacon were all diversions from the original plan that commanders were

• .. able to improvise because they knew what end result was expectedo

Training during Oombats One important aspect that is often negglected

in the study of tactics is the conduct of unit training during a war. A key

element in the success of the U.S. Army in the "Battle of Metz" was the

special training in fortification right-ng con,.ucted. before the November

assatult. The 90th and 95th division unit. had practiced the techniques neces-

sary to storm and defeat the Metz fortifications. Without this training, they

would have 'boon dubjected to high casuamlties. The Army newds to insure that

its corps are organized and oriented to coeluct such traintng in future

conflicts. Without this caability, U.S, units may find it difficult to deal

with new threat battlefiold tactics or to employ new weapons and tactics

introducod during the conflict*
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