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1. INTROIICTION

% The Battle of Met: is but one episode in what is commonly referred to as
the Horthwest RBurope Campaign during the final year ef World War Ii, The
campaign really began on 25 July 1944 when the Allicd armics broke out from
the confines of the Normandy Feminsula and ended in May of the following year
when the Cerman Arxy surrondered unconditionally, To reduce the scale somes
vhat further, the operations that made up the Battle of Metx and which lasted
from Seprtember through December 19k, were part of the lLorraine cempaign, waged
during the same pericd by the Third U.8., Army,

The Battle of Metx took place at the city of Mets, Petween the Ardennes
hills and the Vosgee in France, The principal sllied fereos involved in the
battle were the XX (US) Corps of the Third U.S., Army consisting of the 5th
Infantry Division, 90%h Infantry Division and the 7th Armored Division.
Gernan forces corsisted of German Aray Greup G with the primary units coming
from the German First Army,

The types of sources required for a thorough, btalanced account of thie
battle include first hand accounts of the battle from the German and the
American armies, navspaper and magarine articles, and operaticnal histerieas,

The cemprehenvivo bibliographies are contained im the principal beok on
the sudbjoect: Ihe Upkpown Battle, by Anthony Kemp.

The Unkpown Bottle provides an excellent account of the battle, The
book goes intc great detail about the background lesding up to the fight,
particularily emphasising the part Metx played im the war both stiratesicully
snd politically, The book also detajle the background on the principal coms
nanders, perhaps keying on Patton and his attitudes towards thio type of

warfare, Additionally, the book outlimes the logistic yroblems facing the
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i T T T T T R R T A P N R N U L . A R S Y « e 5
b BACE W S Y I'-h)'l PnMatan et e et a2 e a it .-'\L_'Af IO A-.:A.L‘A‘“A_...l sat

---------
..........




L DT Pl b

R A At et it ol i i farh dare 3 St dee i et ke o

(MRS S S Man & s b saee o

Amoricans and the personnel and mmterinl shorteges facing the Germsan forees,

‘ The book is almo very wvaluabdle in previdimg the reader with illugtrations eof

the Netz Fortress and & detailed account of the notes and sources vsed in

writing the bdook,
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The operations which maie up the Battle of Metz lasted from September
through Decemher 194+ and wero part of the Lorraine campaign, waged during

the same period by the Third U,.S. Ax-ny.1

The Allied Sitmatiop

Actual detailed planning for the iavasion of Burope went only as far as
the Lideration of Prance up to the line of the river 3eine, which, it was
calculated, would bde reached by D+90, 1In fact this 1line was reached on 15
August (Dr7h), and, on the following day, units of the Third Army had a
bridgeoheai at Mantel.z

The city of Metx was first mentioned in Alldied planning during the con~
siderations for how to reach the Ruhr area, the heart of German iniustrial
projuction, It was determined by SHARF (Supreme Headquarters Allied Expodie
tionary Forces) planners that the main emphasis would de placed on the
northern thrust alows the traditionazl invasion route into northern Jormany
via Manbenge and liego, Once acrosws the Rhine and with the Ruhr neutralized,
the way to Berlin would be open across the North German Plain. Thie mansuver
would be supported by a subsidiary thrust on the Verdumw-Nets 11n¢.3

The success of the breakout vas so overwhelming that the Allied lesderw
ship found itaelf on the horans of s dilemmm, By mideAumut the whole command
system was being called into question, and lack of firm diraction was to lead
to fatal delays, fleneral EKissnhever, as Supreme Allied Commanier, delegated
the responsidility ef ground commander to General Montzomery with Bradley in
charge of an Aray (iroup equal to Montgomery's, but subject to overall tactieal
supervision by the lmutter, General Montsomery was diracted to advance into

Belgium with the immediate aim of taking Antwerp and neutralixing the Vewaapon
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bases in the Pas de Calsis. Patton was to continue hix eautward move, at
o least as far sy Rheims, ard to 1ink up with the Anvil/Dragoon forces advancing
AR

up the Rhone vslley toward the Vosges, The bulk of Bradley%s fuel tonnage was

allocated to the First Aray, so that Patton was given enough fuel to Jjoin tha

bsttle tut noet to win it.u

The advance sgreed on Yy General Eisonhower finally go! undsrway on 29
Augugt = dy which dates Puttonls spearhosade wers already approaching Rheins,
having mansged to storm aeross the Marne, Threes days later his mobile columns
would de across the Msuae, but stallsd for laek of fuel, Only shirty milea
ahesad 0f them lay the Moaselle, just one more river on the way to the Bhine.5

C) S tio
After the defeat in Normandy, and as & result of ths terridls losses

guftarsd during the Rusalan wummer offansive, under s normal political gyutem,

Qoruany should have sued for peage, Nothing, however, was further from the

mind of the Fushrer, who in mideAusust was alresdy considering a counteroffenm
sive that was to emerpe as the Ardennes atimck in Docanbor.é

At the beginnins of September, shortly befere he was relieved eof command,
Modal received a set of instructions that were indicative of German strategy,

Theas emphasised Hitler's “stand or holdi® doctrine, which had led to the loss

07 80 many troops in isolated pockets and had not succsoded in halting Allind
sdvances, The ensmy was to be held in & general defsnsive battle in front of
the Vestwall to sain time wo that 1t could be made ready, According te
Hitlar, wsuccess here would msean that the Netherlande could be retainsd and

Gernan territory would net bhs cccupied, Allied aircraft wvould be laft as far

awny a8 possible, and even if Antwerp weore to be loxt, German posnession ef
the north bank of the Scholdt would rendar the approachss useless, Finally,
the vital Rubhr and Saar induetrial and »ining arcase would he rctsinnd.?

6
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ZIhird Army and XX Gorps

The Battle of Metx was fought by thw X Corps which was part 2f the Third

Arny cormanded by General George 8, Patton, At the ond of Augmat, the Third

PO PRg® N T

Arny consisted of 314,814 officers and men divided into nine divisions, two of

whizh were armored. By this time, the Third Army was a close=knit fighting

. s

orgunization flushed with vietory and esgzer for the kill., The XX Corps was
companded by General Walton H, Walker snd eonsintad 3f three divisions, the
5th and 90th Infantry, and the 7th Armored, None of the three divisions had
sulfersd excessive camualties during the purgult of Germany across rrnnco.a
On 1 September 1944, the Third Army suffered $hes humiliation of running
out of fuel, Hovever, by S September, the situation had improved somevwhat
and Osneral Bradley sgain assigned the Rhine at Frankfurt as the Third Army

shjactive as soon as the Westwall could be breached, Immediately as the cone

foronce vaas over, Patton isgusd his orders, General Waiker with XX GCorps was

to attack eastward in two rhasew-first, to estadlish a bridgehead over the
Moxselle, andi seccri, to cross the Rhine.? At no tine was any mention mads of

expected Oerman opposition, it was ascumed that the (lermans voulid make some

R

sort of stand at the Wostwall, which General Patton thought would be bdresached

easily by nrmor.lo

Armed with hie orders, Genmral Walker rushed back ¢¢ his hesdquarters and
isoued verhal meswages that were followed tho next morning by Field Order Ne,
10, upon which the tirst stage of the Metx dattle was baged, It stated, *Third
Ve 8, dray attacks to selze erostinze over the Rhine River between Mannheim and
Codlenx.” The misnion of XX Corps wag first to veixe & cromning over tha
. Mowelle and then to eapture Metx ani Thionville, Second, they wers to eross
the Khine in the vicinity of Mainx ani prepare to aivance to Prankfurt, The

iniividual units were assigned wissions as follows: The 3rd Cavalry Oroup was
?
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ordered to reconnoiter to the Rhine without delay andl the 7th Armored Division
was t0 advance eas! in multiple columns; seire crossivgs ever the BRhine, The
S8th Infantry Divieion was to capture Metx andi then contimme to advance to tho
Rhine, while Thionville vas sssigned to the 90th Infantry,ll

At this state of the caspaigzn, the XX Coerpa and the American Army hai run
out of detailed maps and were using mostly 1:100,000 Michelin read maps. The 1
fortifications around Metx and Thionville were marked on some of the maps used 1

By XX Gorps, bat nobody hmdi aay idea of the type, design, or actual sites of :
the forts, Sowme apprehension was felt, but the general tendengy was to hope *

for the best and to dismiss the forts as probably obsolete and incapable of )

offaring determined resistance, The events of the next ten days virtually

2 |

altared this uow.]'

Directly opposing General Pattonts forces wvas the German First Aray, On
E-. 6 Septomber the commanier, General von der Chevallerie was rotired on grounds

of "1llhealth® and replaced by deneral Otto vonr Knobelsderf, Thes latter hai

had considerable experiemca ag & corps commanier in Russia and was known to

be heth m tough fighter and an optimist., Uis Army, togethar with the Nineteenth

Army immoadiately to the south, was placed under the sommandi of Army Group ¢

and General Blnkwif.n.u

PP T BRI NS S O

During the last days of sagust, tho German Pirst Army had pulled baek
behinl the Meuse with its forces totally shattered and on the run, From tha

xaa

retroat, only nine battalions of infantry, two batteries ef field artillery,

toen tanks, and a number of antiairgraft and antitank guns had bdeen retrieved,

Reinforcements in the ciﬁpo of elements of the Ird and Sth Paaxer CGrenadier

Divisions had arrived from Italy in time to see action in the Verdun=Commerey

b T B S S

Ares, and the remaining troops of thess units were in position along ths
8
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Mogelle by 2 Septembder. 1In addition there was the exhansted 17th S8 Panxer
Grenadior Division, which was in the Firet Army area for refitting., Parts of
this unit were thrown in to form an outpost line to the wegt of Mety, asiride
the main read from Vordun.lh

Directly facing General Walkerts XX Corps, on the Moaslle betwean Netx
and Thionville, was the German LXXXII Corps, commanded by the artillery geneyw=
al, Johaan Simnmaber, American intelligence had estimated that the enemy
would not aske a stand on the Moselle, but would retire to the prepared posie
tions of the VWestwall alons the German frontier, This proved to be a falss
estimate, for as early as 24 August, Hitler had issued orders for the prepars-
tion of defensos in advance of the Westwall, In the Mouslle sector, flauleiter
Burckel was empowared to call up the eéivilian population fer the gonstruetion
of defense works, and orders wore also given for the regonditioninz of the
0ld fortifications of Netx and Thieaville,l’

Sometime tovard the end ef July 1944, Lieutenant (eneral Walther Krause
wayg appointed to command Division No. 462 im Metz, At the time, this unit
was nothing more than & headquarters with a neminal ataff, responsidle for
the various military schools and training and replecement units in the Nets
area, Thoy were engaged in such matters as the reorientation of convalescents
and the care of wounded prior to disscharge., The officers ani NOOle of the
division vere oither unfit or overage, andi nene of the units were in any way
ready for conbnt.l6

On 2 September, Krsuse was appointed fortress commander by (enoral Sinn-
huber (LXXXII Corps)., However, on 7 Saptember the higher commani echelon
changed t0 the XIII 83 Panwer Corps and assumed respousibility for the sector
from Thionville to south of Mets, Thias was 88 Corps only in name as the bulk

of the troops were normal army unitu.17

9
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Goneral Krause took control of tha rosdblocks and set to work to sssembdle
a fighting ferce capable of defending the city, His divieion had twe infantry
training battalions immediately availadle plus niseellanecus specialists, btut
by the bdeginning of Isptemder he managed $0 form a threewregiment division,
which consisted of the Officer Candidate Regiment, the 1010th Segurity Regis
mont, and the NGO S8chool of Military District x11.13

The Officer Candiidate Regiment was commanied by Colonel von Sisgreth, aad
the unit was mainly composed of the cadets of an officer training sehool,
They mumbered seme 1,800, moat of whom had been commissioned as lisutenants
on passing their examipations at the beginning of September, Ths regiment
was filled out with some 1,500 sundry troops vho had been gathered in from
the retreating columns to give a total combat strength of 3,300 experienced
wor, 19

The 1010th Sesurity Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Richter,
hai retroated from France and consisted of twe underwstrength battalions,
The persounel wers mostly overage and their combat effielency vae lov.zo

The NGO Sehool of Military District XI1, commanded by Colonel Wagner,
was formed into & regiment Of some 1,500 men who had been attending various
courges, Erause rated their efficiency as hish, although they hed never
before fouzht together as a8 combat unit.21

In addition to the above three regiments, the two replacenent battalions
belopgzing to the division were gtationed on the east bank of the Moselle to
the soath of the city, There they were Joined by a battalion formed from the
poraonnel of the 8S Signal Sehool = lknown as "Battalion Berg," after its
commander, Initially, artillery was almost nonexistent, consisting of two
battalions Of a replacement vnit sarmed with Bugsian 7,5em cannon, and with no

transrort of its own, The only reinforeement received was s battery of four
10
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10.5%n guns,
Genoral Xrause deployed the bulk of his ferses around the western fortiw

22

?;

fied salient, On the right, the 1010th Security Regiment held the line facing
north between the Feves Ridge and ths Meselle, In the center, the NCO School
was spread detween 8t, Privet and Verueville, The grea from Verneville teo
the river at iuno~gur=Nosalle was held by the Officer Caniidate Regiment to
whom the bulk of the artillery was anignod.23

On 5 September, OB West eatimated that there was the equivalent of four
and & half divisions availadle for the Mets~Thionville sector, They were
positionod cn the eastern hank, except for the fortified salient to tho weast
of Metx, The divisions wers a mixture of odd battalions and "bdurntecut®
regiments, largely without vehicles, heavy weapons, and armor, Their state
of training and efficiency varied consideradly, from excellent to terridle,

However, there was a front of unite, es Genoral Walker's men were to discover

when they resumed their udvance.;m

11
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Jils RMVIEV OF THR ZACTICAL SITUATIOR

A. Ihe Area of Opersticne
(1) Climate and Weathey

The plan to reduce the fortresses of Metx was destined to be greatly
sltored, XEven before it vas initiated the weather bhad changed the plan mate~
rially, Steady autumn rains blanked out the medium a1d heavy air bombardwent
that was scheduled to soften up the Met:z defenses., Serving to exacearbate the
slreaiy unfaverable situation, the Meselle River began to rise over its bu..s
and fill adjacent flood plains, A feint hadi to de estadblighed at a secondary
crossing site at Ackange because of the rigk of crossing the swellen Moselle
at Koenigsmacher as originnlly planned, Due to the extreme floodimg along
the Moselle, it wea feared that th. element of surprise associnted with the
degaption plan was lost because of the neseszsity to conduct a safo river
crassing operation,

(2) Terrain {OCOKA)

Complete surprise was impossible to achieve due to the excollently
poeitioned obgervation posts andi flelds of fire from the outer ring of forts.
Adiitionally, German infantry soldlars were deployed me far out as possitle
from the forts thﬁmnolvcs.?5

As regards cover and concealment: Across from the 90th Infantry Diviw
elon’y erossing area, Fort Koenigsmacher and the ridge line of Maginet forts
cozmanded the entire crossing area and provided the enemy with exeellent
observation, The tactical affect of the area of operations clearly favored
the enemy. The terrain virtually dictated the effective placement of obser—
vation vosts anl influenced the ability of the Germmns to exercise surveillance
of critical areas of the battlefield, Typically, the Forest of Cattenom

rrovided an assembly area for the ipitiaml river crossing operation to be
12
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executed by the 90th Infantry Division. The ares was located on the forward
_ N slopes of the valley hills, DBetween the forest and Moselle River, the ground
a s' was devoid of cover and complotely under direat observation from the enemy

held high ground east of the river, This observation vulneradility prompted

the planning of the movement into the forest and the subsequent assault fronm
! . the woods to oecur under the cover of darkness, The natural defenses of the
| ¢city vere formidable., The city is located in & looping bend of the Moselle

that provides & water barrisr to the i10rth and west, and a tridutary, the

B -3, TR

finille, flows in from the South, 8Steep hills on thres sides of the city form
s shallew boxl further enhancing the defense of the fortress. Narrow and
twisting valleys disect this dowl into four distinet defensive areas,
The Yort System
The first complete circle of forts and fortified groups that afforded
the outer defenme of Mets consisted of 15 positioms., On occupation of the

forts in 1940 by the Cermans, the outer ring fortifications were improved., A

| B

military eignal center wus installed at Fort St. Quentin connecting the forti-

fied groups, Actual repair lagged as a result of German victories, The forts

L3 S

of Girordin and Sion were linked dy tunnels and supported by bunkers, pill-

boxos, armored observation posts, haavily reinforced casoematesx, minefields
asnd a trench system that extended comrletely around the crest of some of the
najor hille of the city, Two Z10mm guns were installed on ths west bank of
the Moselle at Fort §t. Quentin along with a protective, modern, revolving,
armored obaervation post., Several 105am self-propelled guns and antiwmtank
gung were also installed in the area, Concrete~reinforeed caves dug into the

side of tho hill were to protect the roving self-rropelled guns when the guns

A X R A KBS S

vere not in use, Extensive, deliberate field fortification work was also

done on the remainder of the 12 fortn.26
13 ]
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fhe second complete outer belt of 28 forts and fortified groups, located
on the rim of a wheel of hills approximately six miles out from the lmb of the
city of Mets, was composed of permanemt fortifications, The forts of this
group vere essentially fortified artillery positions, as distinguished from
the inner belt, whose forts were primarily used as infantry strongpoints,
There were no planned fields of fire from the forts proper for direct fire of
sutomatic wempons, Instesd, an inter=defensive system of fire was dovised
whereby the deep momts that surrounded esech fort or fortified group wers
covered by interlocking fields of sutomatic fire which effectively barred any
iafantry crossing, 7The German infantry positions protecting these highly
fortified artillery positions were set up quite a distance out from the forts
themselves in an allw=around security design,

7o prevent high velocity direct fire weapons from destroying the gun em—
Flacements, the Metz forts were generally underground with their large ealiber
guns firing from round, revolving, steel turrets that protruded above groumd
level, Underground passsges linked the various forts so that coumter-battery
artillery fire was ineffective and only a direct hit on a turret dy an serial
bomb of 1,000 pounds, or more, would silence the position., Attackinz in-
fantry on one fort proved ineffective, The German defender merely went
underground while the attacking iafantry received heavy artillery bombardment
from the supporting Cerman forts and artillery ponitionl.z7

Each fortress accommolated 2,000 to 3,000 men along with a crew of 150
to 200 men for emch battery, The comsmunications system was excellent and was
designed to provide the defenders of one fort with direct communications with

other forts as well as indiiract communications with each fort via a central

telephone exchange in Metx,

The terrain of the Moselle River region forms one of the finest natursl
1k




barriers, The riverfts swift watera cut a natural breastwork of abrurt slopes
or wvastern banks, To the east of the Moselle the banks are dominated by
hi. . that have been cut out of the land by tribtutary stresms, chiefly the
Seille and Nied Rivers, Throughout the entire area, the hills and ridges

formed Ly these rivers are steep and heavily wooded, These facts proved tlat

Motz was the purfect site fer fortifications on dominating terrain formed by
the convergence of these rivers,

The imposing doudble belt of forts and fortified groups that ringed the
naturally fortified city of Nets were carefully ani eleverly emplaced so that
full defensive advantage of the dominating terrair eould be utilized., 1In all,
there were 43 fortified areas or forts, with 128 artiliery pieces of large
celiber emplaced around Metz, These were exclusive of the Maginot Line fortie

fications, the forts around Thionville and the Siegfried Line.?a

Fort Guentrange was northvest of Thionville and was occupied by the 90th
Infantry Division in its September sweep east to the Moselle River, After the
attack, 1t wags vacated and left in good comdition by the Germans retiring east
of the Moselle, Its elght 100mm French guns, vnow manned by the cannoneers
from XX Corps Artillery, later played an important part in the assavlit against
the Mets fortified rcglon.29

The terrain alomg with the German held ferts om high ridge lines and hill
tops forced the infantry and armor of the XX Corps to eanslixe their attacks

betweon ridege lines of hilly and heavily wooded terrain,

R, COMPARISON OF OPPOSING FORCES

Strength sud Qowpogition
U.S, Forces consigted of elements of the Third U,S. Army, eommanded by

L?C George 8. Patton, Jr., and supported by elements of the XIX Tactical Alr

Command., The battle on the ground was fought by men of two of the Third
15
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Aray's corps, (Map A, Third U.8, Army Situatien),

The XX Corps, in the north, commanded dy MG Walker, contributed the

-t

’ units vho did the bulk of the fighting fer the final reduction of Metx, In

the far north, TF Polk and the 83d Infantry Division held defensive posi=
tiong, The 904h Infantry Division, commanded by MG Jumes A, VanFleet, was
asuenbled west of the Noselle River for an intended encirclement from the
north, Tho 10th Armor Divieion was positioned te breakout to the rear of
Mety, The 95th Divisiom, sommanded dy MG H, L. Twaddle, directly opposed the
city of Metx, The 5th Infantry Division, commanded by MG W, H. H, Norris wae

positioned south of Mets to eneirsle from that flank. Additionally, TF Bacen,
;‘_' commanded by COL R, L. Bacon and comprised of 95th Division units, was formed
k after the initisl river crossings in the north. The 3 Cavelry Regiment elso

played & major role in cembat and in the Corpst deception schemes prior to

- the battle,

The XI1 Corps, in the south, was commanded by NG Nanton S. ZXddy. Xddy's
forces hal fought well to gaim their initial positions along the Moselle
River, But their participation in the agtual reduction of Mets was limited,
They were poised to bdreakout to objectives along the Saar River and further
cast on the Maszimot Line and the WestWall., Major cerps units were the lith and
6th Armor Divisions and the 26th, 35th and 80th Iafantry Divisions,

Opposing forees for the Met: battle consisted of elements of the LXXXI]
Oorps of the Pirst (German) Army, The 4623 Volleagrensdier (VG) Divisiem oo~
cupied the city iteelf, while the 416 VO Divieiom, 19tb VG Divieion, and the
1010th Security Regiment held the lines to ths north, In the south 224 Fore
tregs Regiment und the 4624 Tusilier Battalion held the limes with the 17th
S8 Hanger Arensdier Division to the rear in the south, While the Allies
possessed air superiority during the battle, limited luftwaffe support im the

way of recomnaissance was received, 16
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U8 Yorces:
Ordor of Bauttle, Composition:

THIRD Ue8, ARMY

XX Corpa

5th laf Div
24 Inf Regt
10th tnf Regt
11lth Inf Regt

90tk Inf Div
357 Inf Regt
158 Inf Regt
359 Inf Regt

95th Inf Div
377 inf Regt
378 Inf Regt
379 Inf Regt
TF Bacon

XIT Corpse

26th Inf Div
101st Inf Regt
104th Inf Begt
928th Iaf Ragt

36th taf Div
19%th Tnf Regt
137th Inf Regt
3204h Inf Regt

50th Inf Div
317th Inf Repgt
318th Inf Regt
319th Inf Regt

* L]

18

..............

7th Armor Div
SCA
40
GCR

10th Armor Div
oCa
eoB
OCR

3d Cav %p

6th Oav Op

11034 Cht Engr Gp
1139th bt Engr Op
5th Ranger Bn

4th Armor Div
CCA
CCB
COR

6th Armor Tlv
CCA
GCB
CCR

2d Cav Op
106th Cav 0Op

1117¢h Cbt Engr Op
1135¢h Cbt Bngr OD



GERMAN ORUNR OF BATTLE
COMPOSITION

LXXXII GORPS

19TH VOLXS GHENADIER D1V,

b16TH DIV,

k62 VOLXS (RENADIER DIVe

25T PANZER GRENADIMR DIV,

106TH PANZER BDB

17TH 58 PANZER GRENADIER DIV,

19
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Jechnolesy
Technology of tha opposing forces was fairly evenly matched, Large

weapons systoms did not play a major role, for the battle was fought momxtly
by infantry units or on a small unit bdasis,

U.8. Toreces had been umpleasantly surpriased by the Metx ares fortresas
defenges during the Septeaber dattles., They had strived for an improvenent
in thetlr river eroassing metheiwr and fortress reduction tmchniques in the
intaorim perioil, Plasng and blueprinta 07 the forts were finally supplied to
J.8, foreos ani aasisted in an understuniing of the construction aml connec-
tivity of the atrongroints.

During the October lull, derasn Forces had made mome improvements to the
fortifieations, They had stopped well short of real improvement and many
forte were unmanned or undermanned and sevaral important gun positions wvere
inoperative, The eastern sector was espacially deficlient in repair,

Neverthelaess, 7.3, Forces in the Third Army were fased with a formidable
obstacle which would have to be sleared fort by fort, building by bullding.

A large civilian population in Metx precluied on beth a political and morale
basle the use 0f heavy bombing, slthough this type of bombing had proved ume
succossful sgainet the Metx fortifications, The larze civilian population
also proviied TPl forces to the Allies and syupathizers and fifth columnista
to the fermans,

koriatical and Administrative Syeten

*All throush Auguant General Pattonds determination to override every
obstacle and continue to advance had =0 inspired his army that it had violatsd
with impunity many an accapted tactical or logistical dictum and had gurpassed
the mont sanguine ~xrasetations of success, The totul 1mpact of these suo-

cossas could not but disrupt & syster of mupply dased on tho expestation of &
20
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nore gradusl and evenly paced advance across Tranco,*3°
Require

U.8, == The U,8, forces needed fuol and artillery: 2,000 tons of smmu=
nition per day; 20,000 shells per day; rifles; antitenk guns; rifles; tires:
naintenance parta; bridge eroasing equipment; explosives; fortification
mounting equipment; river crossing equipment: and ms winter set in, blankets,
warm clothing andi shoes., Vital sparse parts vere miassing and maps were sorely
neodod.31

Gernans ~= The Germsns mainly needed antitank weapons, artillery, gasoline,
tanks, smmunition, rations and potable water, and concrets and steel to rein=
force their fortlfio;tionu.’z

vailabllity of Clsgses of

U.8, == At the outaset no supplies were readily avallable, The demand for
fuel had grounl the Third Aray to a complete halt, The Fifth Infantry Divi-
gion had only 2,000 gallons of fuel of which half was needad just for
cooking.33

Maps were not available sinca the planners had not antieipated the need
a0 quickly, Therefors, there was no idea of the type, design or actual sites
of the forts, let alone the inside fortifications,>*

By 20 Septembar there was a chronie shortage of artillery ammunition; 7
rounds per gun for 155ta and about the game for 105's. Water was getting
short and ammunition began to run oat, MNo vehicles hadl been able to erdows
the river even up to 12 November; thersfore, no bangalors torpesdoss and engiw
neer aquipment normally nesded for tackling forts werws availadle, 7The desired
artillery expeniiture of 60 rounds per weapon per day had besen reaucsd to U
rounds per day =~ m grani totsl of 553 rounds for tha ontire Third Army,>>

It was mainly due to the lack of aumunition that the initial asseault on Motx
21
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had to be called off,
Nasoline was 368,000 zallons short on 30 Auguat 1944 and had thers not
E . been a lull in fighting during the month of Octolar to build up supplies, the

November offensive could not havn begum,

" By November the critical needs were exploaives and fuels. The veather
. mads it imposaidle to bdridge the river and any supplies brought up to the
fort had to be hand ecarrier acrowz by engineers and infantry already heavy
laden with thelr noraaml battle squipment, personal weapons and ammunition,

After the second full day of fighting in November, still no tanks or
tank destroyers had made it to gho sast bank, so the only support was from
artillery workinzg in mud up to their kees and fi-ing around the clock,

Gormens == Mogt of tho forits lacked usable guns, amnnition and fire
control apparatus, Only Fort Driaant had its figed batteriss functioning by
é September, They alse found problems with & lack of barbed wire amd mines,
Aprart from personal wespons and a fev mortars, firepower at Fert 8¢, Quentin
conglsted omly of two heavy infantry howitzers, The two 80mm mortars were
out of lmnunition.36

Due to the need of building up for the later Ardennes’s offensive, the
forcos at Metz had a low fill priority amd were very low in asssult guns and
tank destroyoers, During the October lull, only one ani one half roundis per
gun pexr day were made availabdle,

Artillery regiments wers in fairly good shape, although the mumbdber of
field pleees waw ganerally well bdelow the comploment of the American division
artillery, The 17th 83 Division was lackingz most of its tanks and asasult
guns,

By 21 Hoveabar, food was in short supply as was water, Finally, a comdie

nation of the lack of hoth items foreed them to zive in, As Colonel Vogel had
22
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said, he rofused to zurrender uatil ferced to do so or by having his food or

anmnition run ant.37

EROCUREMENT AND DISTRIBUTION

At the initial phuse in September the graatust difficulties were with
the Thixd Army. Having outrun the lines of communication which extended all
the way bdback to Normandy. Since no closer ports hal baen opened, ani receive
ing third priority, since the main eoffort was zoing to Montgomery in the north
and stockpiling to support Narket=Oarden, the Third Army was in dire straits.
With no knowledge of the fortifieations and inadequate artillery availabdle,
coupled with the wiverse weather which pravantad adegumte air support and made
the river impagsable as vell as eausing any logistical support to bs swallowed
in & quazmire, the likelihood of guccess in September was pouor t0 nome, On
the other hand, the Germans in the fortifications facoed a sueh bettsr position,
Deasplite their ghortagea the presonce of elits troops, moral and physical
strength derived from steel andi concrete, even in ocutdated fortifications and
the poasegsion of ground that favored the defendsr were factors which greatly
swvung to the side of tho German forces at the outset of conflicts ia September,

AMditionally, trains still ran in to Mets until 17 November, Despite
the glow vesupply to them dus to the priority fill going t¢ the antieipated
Ariennes offenuive,the lines of comsunication favorsd the Germans,

Bridging equipment and heavy engineer stores for the Third Army were
scattered in trucke that had run dry alonz the liae of advance, Bridging
trains were not meved up until 6 September.’8 Due to the lagk of fuel,
snmunition ecould not be movad up and the appalling weather only compounded
the problem while the opponunts were generally warm and smug in their perms~

nent smplacements,

The Germans wers given 1little aid since men and material were being
23
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shuntsd to the north for the great counteroffensive, Ae¢ a matter of fast,
Balck conmented, “I have never commanded such jumbled up and badly equipped
troopu.“” Of course this commont caxe Jjusi prior to the U,8, major thruat
in November after Metx had been forged to relinquish the “elite* troops and
was being refilled with troops having as little as one week's tralnins amd
recoiviaz a lovw f1l1l1 priority for arms ani ammunition, HRundreds of train
loads were diverted to gupport the buildup for the Ardennes offenaive, Durw
ing the Octedber lull, proper steps hadi not been taken to snsure an adequate
supply for Mets, 0onsequently, as the November attack began, they only had
enocugh food availadble for 2 days. Oround resupply had met the interdisting
pover of our alr feorce, ani by 17 November the traims were cut off, Tha
attempts to resupply by air failed to comneet when the vary item needed for
identification (flares) was part of the critical shortage.*0

The American plan had been to duild small resgerves by the first of Nevem
ber, Market Garden denied logisticel support for the Third Army and the basis
mothod of delivery for all supplies andi equipment was using the Red Ball en~
press in which 4t took three trucks for every single trip to the fronta‘u“
Patton'u main means of obtaining supplies and equipment was by using thw “Rook
Soup” method; asking for bdits and pileees and using it up so he would ferece the
hand of his superiors in providingz hin mere, They were able to confiscate &
large store of Argentine beef and fucl, Though low grade, it was enough to
push abead for a few duyl.“'z

¥With no rail availahle, ports hundreds of miles eway, ne forward logsisti=
cal support points, confiscation, austerity and use of the resupply trucks
wera the primary weans for U,§, procurement. In November, air resupply de-

livered 1800 Eerations, 46,000 roundis of .50 calibre azmunition and wmedical

supplies. Air resupply contimied to g’: s major resource throughout the

IR
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conflict, It was not until 18 Novamber that the first supplies were bdrought
in by road and landing strips wers cleared andi able to evacuate the more
seriously wounded, Large stocks of enginesr squipment and special supplies

for dealing with fortificaiioms were bBuilt up durins the Octoder 1u11.“’

JRANSFORTARION

8ince bYoth the Third U,S., Army and the First Uerman Army wera given a
r‘thor low priority, transportation was inadequate to support either. The
Red Ball express transported fusl andi suprplies from supply dumps near the iom

vasion beaches end ports., Howaver, their increameingly longer trips decreased

the amount of fusl that could be brought to the combat units., Ratl lines

were not eponsed to Mets until Doconbor.““

Weather hui a significant impact on both forecea, slowing the trannpert

for the U.S. and csusing eickness for the horses which were used tc draw mueh

b\

»

b

-

h of the forwari field artillery to be used by the Germans,
k- .

r At closo range during the final reduction of Mets in Novomber, U.S.

L

E efforts to comsiruct rafts to crous the river were frustrated and overturaed,
i dumping contante into the river, The first briige was not completed until

L

! 12 November, thus enatling the headquarters ani medical facilities to move
into Port Yutx, Two platoons of tamnk destroyers and a mmber of antimtank

b guns erossed tn the esast bank, and carrying parties drought over the much

X neadsd sxplosivas and desolition squipment, Up until this time, however,
ks

-
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transportation was totally inadequate,
Trainloads of assorted guns, mainly Italian “booty,' were brought in te
the Germans om 15 Novembsr, Ammunition, hovever, was scares. Motor tractors
vere virtually nonexistent and there was a grave shortags of horges, Due to
the lack of transportation the Germans lacked artiliery, antitank veapnns,

O vater ani vere down to only 18 days ef ratioms by mid Novsmber, Bread,
- 25
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potatoes, salt and coffes wers nenrcc.“é

SUPPLY _LNOTAILATIONS AMD TERMINALS

The theater was virtually deveid of alrfields, OCless perts fasilities
were not available and supplies had to be shipped over land from the initial
beaches at ports at Normandy. Allied strategy called for a halt on the Seine
to hild up atecka, followed by a systematic advance, The spectacular
success 0f the Third Army cculd not be kept up with, and success of allied
tactical bomdbers nsd smashed the railway network,

The rapid advance of armored columns meant that the burden thrown on air—
field congtruction agencies was much greater than the capacities of the
organirvations which had besn set up., Opening a port at Antwerp vas the main
order of the day ani considered to be the only way to support the drive to~
ward the Rhine, Only the port at Cherbourg was functioning. BRrest, Calais
and Junkirk were still in German hands, TDespite the opening of Antwerp, it
could not help tho eastward move of the Third Army through the Lorraine,*?

By 5 November sumpplies of gasolire and rations were in sound condition
due primarily to the opening of new railheads directly hehind the front line,
but tires and diegel fuel woere atill in short supply. The petroleum pipeline
opened to Alomon was some help, but it could handle only relatively small
amvunte,

EVACUATION AND SALVAGE SYSTEM

Oneo again due to the comdination of low priaority for combat service
support, vapid movement of the combat forces, inability to provide fuel,
direction of effoirt towsxrd the north, and finally the destruction of rail
linee and the worrisome weathar complete with its knee~deep mud and flooding
rivers, there was no way the battlefield evacuntion and salvage gyestem could

work, Virtually no vehicles were rotuznod for salvage and only patients
2
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desperately in need of hospitaliration wvere able to be evacuated until late
in November during the final reduction of Metrm, Until then thore were a

number of reports of the dead and wounded heing piled up.ua

MAINTENANCE

With the poor gtate O0f even the west hasic logistical support, maintenance
support was virtually nonexistent, Any vehicle that broke down was ruthlessly
bulldoxzed off the road, Vehicles were in urgent need of ropalr, casualties
had to be replseed, and squinpment overhauled long before such services wers

avuiluble.“g

AMFPACT OF SHORTAGHES

By 1 Septomber, the main foroe of the Third U,8, Army’s XX Corps had run
out of gasoline at Verdun, If they had had fuel, the XX Corps would have
pushed on to Metz, and, probably would have sealed it off with a regimental
sirxe force and continued to push on to the Rhine, As it was the delay in
receiving fuel allowed the Germans to reinforce Mets and thereby rerulse the
first attompt to attack in early September, Inexperience in attacking fortis
fied positions and lack of adequate sir suppert vere probably the primary
reasens for the initiml laeck of success of the American ferces, However,
the calider and training of the youny officers~ir=~iraining at Mets were a
formidable obstacle,

¥ith the supply priorities geared to a broad front and first priorisy
£0ing to Montgzomery and the First Army, along with imstructions that no mere
agerensive action be pormitted beayond what the maintenmnce situation would
support after the full requirements of the main effert had been met, the Third
Arny drive forward had little chance for cucconl.50

The shortage of fuel stopped the advance, The shortage of artillery and

air surport blunted the succass 0f the attack as did the absence of maps and
27
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special materials needed to ovarcome fortifications., lLack of heavy bridging
equirment and ability to oross the swollen river made it virtusmlly impossille
to secomplish the initial assault on Mets, The Qctoder lull provided an opw
portunity to seke up for these and other shortcomings, thareby making i
posoidle to successfully defeat the Germans at Metx in November,

On the other hand, had the Germans had the proper prierity 4in persomnel
and 1ozistiocal support as well as improved tho fortification assets, they
could very likely hauve rapulsed the Third Army advance, As it was, they did
not have the priority or the logistical support and finally, due to a lack
of artillery and antimurmer capability, coupled with the sealing off of their

linss of communication, they wers forced to surrender,

U.8. Forces were well organized for the Metr battle., The commanders and
staffs had been preparing for the final reductien since the Septemder battles,
A realignment of forces had pcesitioned the Infantry divisions sgainst Netx
while the Armor units were poised to exploit te both ths north and ths seuth,
Additional engineor support bhad been positioned for the river crossings anml
enginesrs and infantry were trained and organised tc reducs the fortifications
with explosives,

Communications woere generally satisfactory, elthough deficiencies existed
on both sides, U,.8. wire communications were frequently interrupted by enexy
shelling and the destruction of one bridge seversd commerceial cireuits sacross
the Mogelle, A lack of comsmunications for command prompted the formation of
TF Bacon on the east side of the Moselle early im the bdattle,

The Cermans relied primarily on wire within the protection of the fortress
system, Destructicn of this asystem wsus accomplished only by eliminating the

communications centers scattered through the fortresses., Many enexy units
28
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fought on without comsunications.

Command of the German Forces was fair, dut was hampered by a lack of
Planning and uncertainty of the fortress® mission, Additionally, many em
parienced officers and NCO%s from the units within Metx had been reassigned
during the October lull, Fot until one day before the U,8. offeneive was it
decided by the flerman high command to hold the city, Nevertheless, Ceneral
Baleh, commarding the Gorman Corps, had foresson the sacrifice of Met:, He
hai therefore not committed his precious tanke or ssssult guns to the city,
Vhen the deeision to hald the city was finally made, there was not time to
reinforce with men and equipment and the commanieras were left to fight with
what they had on hand, %o add to the ceafusion, General Luebbe, ecommaniing
the Metx Fortress, suffered s stroke. He was replaced or 14 November by
Genoral Kittel, who had formerly commanded the 49th VG Division,
ZOCIRINE AND TRAINING

The losses suffered by Third Army units during the September battles had
cauged a rethinking in tactics and training during the Octolter lull in the
battle, This break in the figshting allewed U,5, unite to efficieatly train
unite which had to undergo major replacement and reconstitution operations.

Superior U,S, personnel strength allowed unite to be rotated te the rear
for rest and training. XX Corps conducted cocurses on ¥loating Balley bridges,
river crossing, explosives, fortress reduction, snd house=tomhouse fighting
immediately preceding the November eoffensive., Rotating units to the fronut
again sllovwed green troops to experience combat before the actual Jumpoff,

lerman Forces were not ax lucky, Although they ountmumbered U,S. Forces
in number of unite, their strength and training were well down, Opposing U,S.

Forces kept up patrolling and artillery, thus preventing msjor rest or rets

tion operations, Good training was hampered by a lack of skilled leaders and
29
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supplies, While U,8, Yorces hnd introduced twe new divisions into the Netsz
area during Octeber, the Germans had astually allowed their defensive con=
dition to gravely deteriorate,

Iike U,8, Forces, the Germans had suffered tremendous easualtiecs during
the September fighting. They, however, vere hamperad in reconstitution dy a
severe lack of manpower, Overall in Metx, German Forces were down to 14,000,
vhile the 4624 VO Divisiom was dowvn to less than 7,000, Reeent replacaments
wers oversze and poorly trained, snd the lack of good leaders further hindered
adiitional training, The #16 VG Division and the 19th V0O Division were beth
unier strength and undertrained with many new replagementas, Only the 17th S§3
Panzer Division and the 25th Panzer Crenadier Division were good fighting
uoits, and both were pushed east as Metx was squeezed off,

Deception played a major role immedistely prier to the offensive, XX
corpal relocation of tho 90th Divigion to an assently area in the nerthern
sector prier to ths battle was a succesaful large~szcanle deception operation,
Dunmny guns and rubber dummies were left om the line along with limited real
weapons snd men, Soundsedegeption units provided realism, and false radio
traffic wvag provided, From their assembly areas, 90th Division units condueted
recons Of their river erossing sites with falge vehiele bumper mwrkings amd
borroved shoulier insigsnia, This c¢omplicated scheme, which relocated an
entire division just a few miles from the Cermans, was effective and ashieved

surprise during ths subsequent n&tuck.SI

IEYELLIGENGR
RO

The U.§, Armyls 3 Cavalry Squadron conducted the initial ground recom-

naissanes to the cast and northeast in the direction of Netx and Thionville,

Ohservation posts were established overlooking the Moselle River eight miles

from Metx, These reccnnaissance elemants obtained information that the
30

'''''''''''''




"y v Ty ¥ e v YTTTYTTTVTY Y , ~r
i I “"'.-',-'~_' CRRAC IO AT IO ACAR A SR AT A I MR AP e M A S AC RIS A APl RS AV s RO it 2oL i wrtd sl il Mo /e s e e 4

Gersans were hastily organising to defend Metx and the Memelle River Line,
The fortress system around Mets was to be used as the bdasis for this defense,

_b and the loss of Metz to the advanciag American Ferqee was to bhe prevented, To

the north of Nets German Torses were obeerved seiting up a defensive acresn
west of the Moselle in the Thionville area.

Humerous disorganised German units, after falling back in confusicn from
the XX Corps offencive, were obgerved withirawing towards Metx as a rallying
point,

There Was a Permsnent Germen garrison, the 462d Mobilisation Pivision,

It consisted of an officer candidate school, Regiment VI, a mumber of battale

ione of the Stellung type incorporated inte a regimental orgsnisation, and
-
b the 1010th Security Regiment, remnants of which had fallea back on the city
after their previous stand on the Seins River, This unit was manning etatie

defeneren in Metr, The 17th 88 Panxer Crensdier Division, whiek had fallen

‘\ back Ifrem positions in the vieinity of ETAIN, was assigned the defense of the
gone southwest of Mets, In the Thionville sector, on the north, the 559th

Infantry Division vas mobilired to defend the Moselle line and to delay west
i of Thionville as long as possible, The otjeet of the delay in feree at Metx
was to establish a hinge on which to organixe the center of tho westera front,
The XX Corps had little information regarding the military strength of
' Mety, Their rapidity of advancement had allewed no time to gather and die-
ceninate informatiom em the fortress system or the availability of troops to
defend it, Maps svailable to U,S. forces showed neither the fortifications
. nor the details of the terrainm,>?
Prom the German perspective, the defense o0f Metx could best be accom
Plished by comcentrating forces east of the Mosslle River line, and the forte
»

west O0f the river were used chiefly for delaying yurposes only, Metx itself
31
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wonld Ve used ss an adwinistrative center to direct and repulse the sdvanaing
Americans, later, Metx would be used as a concentration point for ammonition
and weapons to arm the counteroffensive which was to be organized behind tlwm
Moselle River line, Hewever, Hitler directed that all ferte, including those
vest of the Moselle, be manmed, improved where possible and held at all corsts,.
Vork was begun on these positions and as mary artillery pleees as possidle
were emplaced,

The_Attsck op Fort Driant

XX Corps and Third U.S, Army endorsed & plan developed by the cormsnders
of the 1llth Infantry Regiment ami the Sth Infantry Divieion fer the sttack on
Fort Lriant, The plan wae designed to indoetrinate newly arrived replacements
and reinforcements and to bolster the morale of the 1llth Infantry Regiment,
However the Corps and Third Aray commanders ssv ¥Yort Driant as vital to the
susanlt on Metx since the Fort was comsidered a keystone in the reduection of
the spprosches to Metx, The reduction of Fort Driant would open the way for
8 tank assault north through the Moselle Valley to Metz, The planning of the
initial sttack on 27 Septomber was baged on ground reconnalissance &u well as
oxtencive asria) recounaissance photo information regarding the actual die~
position of the enemy in Fort Iriamt, This attack did not take place howvever
until = October to mllow for additionsl engineer preparations., The asssult
after ¢leven daye of effort was repulsed,

Paged on the ordeal st Fort Driant, the Commanding General, XX Corps,
initiated intensive planning for the wmibsequent reinforced attack on the em
tire fortified region of Metx, This plan consisted of two distinect eperations
to be accomplished concarrently: The first would be an attack to encirecle
and destroy the fortrese amd garrison of Metz, the seecnd would be the

seirure of & bridgehead over the Saar River in the viginity of Saarbturg se a
32
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bagse to resums the attack to the northeast., It was resasoned that after the
Metz operation had commeonced and the ememy strength had been siphoned inte

the threatened area, an infantry division, eroasing north of Thionville, eould
proceod rapidly over the base of the Sasr-Koselle triangle andi seixe a bridge~
head on the Ssar River at Saarburg,

EESSOJIE], REPLAGENENTS

The persconnel replagement system for both sides was similar in one

i aspect, they were inadequase to sustein prolonged operations. We sec that
Patton's drive across France produced 2k,820 casualties with 19,506 replace-
monts through 28 August 1944, while German losses totaled 154,000, While the
Americans wers depending almost totally upom individuml replacements, the
Goraans used almost extensively the unit replagement system, Z%Their concept

wae t0 form unite and insert them into the defense as such, If & unit had

becn disabled, they were colleeted, consolidated and reformed inte anather
“* untt,5?

By September 17, the beginning of the short lull or stalemate, Jd Arwy
casuslties totaled 26,402, an incresse of 2,000, while enemy casumlties
nusbered an estimated 186,000, sn increase of 30,000 since 28 August 1944,
There was & deley in reporting the casualties up the ranks ms the initial
attacks to welize bridgehoads: prodused more than 2,000 cusualties, This 1s
further justified by the casualiy figures of )i Army as reported on 24 Sep~
tember, Total cagualties wers reported at 45,130, an incresse of 7,272 during
& pariod of lessening activity, while the enemy casualties were estimated at
216,109, sn increase of 30,100 in one veok, The cumlative replacements for
3d Arny numbtered i3,4566, less than 2,000 short of casualties m-tum\d.s“

The individum]l replagement concept was omployed after xll units were dee

Floyed in the theater, and provided the new green tuops a sense of identity
33
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and afferded them some measure of security. They knew if they survived initisal
battles they hed & chance of wurviving the war, On the other hand ths German
unit replacexent system employed by the Germars seemed to suit their purpeses
and was their best course of asction, Although there were ¢ochesion problems,
the Germans at that time were contimally involved in reconstituting units

from whatever assets they could manage,

Both aides? replacement stream was inadequate to keep up with ecasualties,
In the 3i Army, non battle easusltiss were 2,5 for eack KIA, The German re-
placement stroam was inadequate becanse Hitler felt the war with Russia had
graater significance, Thie major influx of people into the West would oceur
during the ferminmz of units for the battle of the Bulge,

The U.8., replacements were green, Althouzh Patton tried to give them
training prior to throwing them into battls, it was not always possible to do
g0, The German replagemonts were no bettar. The 462 Div, defending Mets,
endod up using an 00S Regiment, & Security Regiment, the NCO School Regiment
and a composite regiment with 2 replagement battalions ani & signal btattalion,

The €S reginent vas gomposed of youns men as well as veterans of thw
Bastorn Pront who had distinguished themselves, The NGO Schocl regiment was
rated high in technical ability, but had never worked together, The other
regimonts wars not 1ine soldiers and illetrained for the mission,>>

Althouzh Patton was short of replasements, this was not the ceunas ef hiw
delnyse The Jo43iical prodlems caussd the initial stopping of his momentam,
allowing the “ermans mors time to prepare Netx fortificstions, On the Germsun
side, their shortagas wero directly responsible for this inability to hold
the terrain, But one must look a¢t Hitlerf's position to understand why he did
not senl replacemsnts to the West, He kmew the Allies? linss were ghort anl

until Antverp was opon; he could dovotes all hiz sttention to the Eagtera Front,
W
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The morale of Patton's 34 Army was high before the initial stopping Yeat

of the Moxells, They had devastated the fermana and bdragzsd that they wers
with Patton, Their loss in momentum for 30 days or so cowesed = slight deerease
in morals iue to inactivity., They were overjoyed when given the order to
attack onward Ytoward the Rhime®, Turings this loss ir momeuntum the Germans
had set strong defenses ani vwere nearly prepared for the full seale American
attack, They inflicted heavy casunlties on the U.3, forces mnd oxperienced
& 1124 in thair merale by atopping Putton.56

During the first phase, the U,8, rorges wers tired, Mungry and took S0
percent casunaltiss, The morale of wen in the companiss had gone down as they
saw their lsaderg die, Some units even retreated uncontrolled from the

vattle, 57
Phe weather served to further demoralizo ther as the raim, colld and s

slowsd thom, thoredy oxposing them longsr to the oncayls fire, The terrain
and weather ~id not favor use sf tanks vhich cauged the aoldiers to fight a
difrerent type of battle than they hal been previously fighting, Gome was
the flank security achisvei by speed, Gone was the mansuver they enjoyed
with their tanks., In its place was an assault upon fortified positions
without the assistanee, initialiy, of air cover, i
The leadsrs did all they ¢ould to increass moranle, Patton gave sany of |
his fazous “pep talka", Many sudordiinate leaders showad their concorn for

their s0)1iars by inasurings they had proper clothing and adequate food, %The

solliery believed in their lesders and in their cauws, They knew Hitler must
be deleated,
MEADRBSHLP

The German leadership was convinced the war was over in the VYeatara Fromnt
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but wore nearly fanmtical adout protocation of tho homeland, In this battle
the moat fiarce oppouition was from the OCH regiment and the W00 academy,
Although some of the leaders waroe tashnically competont the majority of the
snaller level leadern were inexperienced,.

Pattonls personxlity permeatsd the battle, He was everywhere! He
forced, pushad and, at times, directed forward operations, He proveld, how-
svor, not to be very flexidble about thiu plan, ZThe smaller unit leaders
ended up using initiative to overcome the obstaclez and sventually took Netx,
The American Army had the leadership aivantage throughout the battle, al=
4hourh the Germans fought bravely,

C. Jmmediate Mllitary Objegtives

XX Corva' atssion was simple: Yto encircle and destroy the enemy in the
Mets zarriuon awd capturs & bridgehesd ever the Ssar (River)." The order
specifically called fer the "destruction or capture of the Mets garrison
without the investiture or seizure of the Mets ?ortu.'sa The Corps was
anxious not to repeat the fiaseos at Yoert Driant which had ecost 8o many lives
and LYG Patton wag anxious to resume his rapid advance to the Rhine River.

neneral Kittelds orders wers clear: His oath was "to defend the city to
the lagt man and cartridge,” Hitler had now taken a speeial interest in the
Moty garrison and im the geconl week of Nevember ordered the garrigon to
"hold* and to De reinforced, provisioned for a long siege, and equipped with
additional rockot launchers, He saw the opportunity to put a large salient
in the advancing Allied lines and to slow or stop Patton, His orders came
too 1ats for the Metr garrison,

Do Feapible Gourges of Action
U.8, Yorces had the following courses of action:

1, Encirele and roduce the garrison,
36
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2, Encircle, then bypass the city,

S 3. Encircle the garrisan, then eoniuct singe warfara,

L Goraan forces had the followimg coursvs of action:

l. Hold the garrison,

A rOa

2, Qonduct delay operations with the city as a pivot,

3. Withiraw the garrison with delaying guneral foresss,

The Third Army had learnod its lesson in siege operations during the
Septomder fighting., While XX Corps eneircled the city, XII Corps and other
XX Corp elomente wero %o push ahead to the Saar River, XX Corps vwas to re=
duce the city without engaging in a costly, long term siege,

The German deeision to hold the city was a waste ef preeicus men ani
euipment, Althouzh a more adequately equipped force could have been a thorn
to the U,S, Forcea for an extended period, the days of siege warfare had
l1tarally been bypassed by arsor and air power, Thia German course of agtion

could not ds supported tactically or logistically,

37
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iV, _THE PATILE

The XX Cerns Flan®?

On 3 Novembar XX Corua issusd ¥ield Order No, 12 which outlinged its core
cept for the reduction of the Metx fortified area and the resumption cf
offenasive operations to segure the Rhime. fhis plan called for an engirele-
nont of Mets, a follow »n reconmsissmnce to the Sarre River, the geirurs o6 a
bridgehesad in the vicinity of Saardurg, and on order, the contiiuation of the
attack to the northsast, In specific regard to Mets, the order stated that
the intent of the commander was to destray or carture the Metyg garrisom,
without the investiture or sieze of the Metr Forts,

To implenent the plan, the 90th Infantry Division waa tasked with the
initial envelopment of the eity from the north, The 5th Infantry Division
sttock was €0 encirela Mety frosm the south., The 95th Infantry Division was
initially to contain the Oerman salient weat of the Noselles., When the con-
eantrie attacks of the 90th and the 5%h divisions c¢losed, the 95%th was to
driva into the salient, cross the Mosells, ani secure tha c¢ity, The 10th
Armorod Division was to follew the 90th division, After erosasing the Moselle,
1t was ts attack to the left and parallel to the 90th to ¢lose the seneircle—
nent east of Metx, Simaltanecusly, the 10th was to push srmorod recomnsiesance
units sast towards the Sarre River with the intention of selzing a preliminxry
bridgshead near Merxig, Finally, the Jrd Cavalry Group wag to follow the 10th
Armored acrows the Moselle River, Upon erossing, it would swing northeast to
probo snemy resistance in the vicinity of Samrburg and to sgreen the flanks
and rear of tha corps units sncireling Netisx,

The plan was dasically to be executed in two phaves: 1) The elimimation
of GJerman forces in the Mety ares, 2) The resumption of tho attack to the

northaast. Its success depended upon the rapli eulmination of the encirclement
38
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and the point at which the Gorman Aruy' commander degided to withdravw from the
encirclod ares,
The 95%h Division's Brideshesd at Ucknoge®

On 7 November, saly hours defore the attack was to Jjump off, the 95¢th
division was given a change of mission, In sddition to containing the salient
around Nets, the division was to force a crossing of the Nesslle at Uckange
and to reduce a posket of Uerman resiwtance in the vicinity of Malxiereesles=
Metx, The purposs of this effort wvas to create a disturbange whish would
drav the Germanis attention away from the 90th division attack further north,
The 95th division was to employ only the minimum of forces in the crozeing
but would also coordiinate its attacks on doth sides of the river to give the
inpression that it was the corps main effort, The attack was to be executed
on 8 November wnich war one day before the other XX Gorps units were to begin
operations,

The new mission wag asgigned to the 277th Infantry Regiment, %he remain-
ing units, the 378th and 379th Infantry regiments were to contain the MNets
salient, 1In the 377th, the 1lst Battalion was designated to maks the river
crosning, Their mission was to ferce a crossing, occupy the town of Immeldange
and black the nortiresouth road betwsen Metx and Thionville, Once these objoc-
tives were secursd, the battalion was to dig in and wait relief dy troops
moving down from the main @rossing in the north, The 2nd and JIrd Battalions
of the 377th were to reduce the Gorman pocket at Maixieres—los=Hotx,

At dusk, on the night of B November, a detachment of the 320th engineers
erogwed the river in assault boats and blew & zap in ths Jerman wire and
minefield, At 2100, C company 1lst Bn 377th Infantry crossed the river with

no opposition, The company adivancod approximately 400 metere from the river

and thon dug in to await the arrival of the rest of the battalion,
29
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In conjunction with the ¢iossing, the 2nd and Jrd battalions initiated
their night attack against Maizieres=les=Mets, The operation was almost
immediately halted by the extensive minefields in the area, Onca tripped, the
Germans vwers alortod to the attack and eaught the American troops in the open
with artillery fire. DNespite heavy casuamlties, the attack coatirued throughe
out the night and on into the next day. On the afterunoon of 9 November, the
battalions were reinforced with tanks and by nightfall had sesured the entire
area excopt for a small enemy snelave in the toawn of Hsmconcourt, On the
following day, the Noselle River began to flood ani the rising water isolated
this village, Thersafter, no further attempt was made to clear it,

On daybroak of 9 Noveaber the lst Pattalion had succosded in crossing
its A company and & heavy weapons platoon aeross the river, Ry this time,
howover, German artillery hadi serosd in on the crossing site and prevented
the bdridge bullding operations of the engineers., Additionally, the rising
flood of the Moselle, combined with the increasing accuracy of Germsn fire
made contimued boat crossings impoasidle, The two companies of the dattalion
were cut off,

The 19th Volks Orensdier division, which opposed tlhw crossing, made no
major attempt to eliminate the bridgeheai. 1ts actions were confined te
patrolling and indiireet fire, 1t is apparent that the division recognised
the action as a fient. The companies on ths east tank were supported for
three days by air drops fromx light spotter aireraft. Finally, on the night
of the 11/12 November the flood waters began to recode andi the remainder of

the battalion was able to croas,

The 90th Divielon Croseing®!

To execute its northorn envelopment of Metx the 90th division selscted

two croeninz sites on the Mosello River: OCattenom and Malling. It was the
ho
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commandiers intent to put a strong force across the river before daylight on

9 November in order to quickly overrun the forts of Kounigemacker ani Metrich
while securins the dominant terrain to the southeast, The remaining rogiments
would cross in follow-on attacks on 9 Novembher,

The 358th Infantry Regiment was to be on the division's right amd was to
cross at Outtenom, It was t¢ seise Ft, XKoonizsmacker and the village of
Bagse=Ham with one bdattalion, The remaining two battalions were to by pass
the fort and securs the ridgeline southeast of Koonigsmacker, The 3I59th
Infantry Regiment on the left was to cross at the Malling site and seeure the
high ground bstween Mount Altemberg and the viliage of Oudremns, The 357th
[nfantry Regiment was to cross at either site snd attack between the ether
two regiments to sscure the town of Koenigsmacker, From these positions, the
Division was to continmue its attack to dominate the high ground northwest of
Boulay=Mogelle which controls the roads leading out of Metx and would elese
the northern pertion of the XX Corps encirclement,

Two days befors the attack the division noved its regiments and gupport
troops into the cover of the Forest of Qattenom which was directly to the
rear of the erossing area, The ird Cavalry patrolled extensively to concaeal
this movement ani keep Gorman patrols away, Before midnight on 9 Novemder,
the asgault battalions of the 358th and 359th bngan to carry their doats
towards the river, The Moselle was baginuning to flood and hampered the ap~
proaches to the river, The flood, however, mlso covered the German mine~
fields on the east bank and forced their outpostz away from the river, By
0500, the 358th had one battalion ashore without incident and was shortly
followed by the arrival of the two other battalions, The 359th was also able

to cross ull three battalions with no casualties,

|
\
|
4
|
|
\
In the 258th sector the let battalion launehed ite attack at 0715 againsgt 1
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¥t Koenigzemacker while the 3rd battalion bypassed the attack and advanced

toward the village of Inylange, The lst battalion gquickly penetrated the
wire and mine fields surrounding the fort, The battalion hai detailed wmaps
of the fertification and hai trained previously in the apeaial techniques
required to clear its bunkers, The operation proceseded systematically bdut
was hindersd by the shertage of explosives, Supplies had to be hand carried
from the river and the flow was insufficient to wupport tho attack, Spotter
airceraft woars than employed to airdrop explosivag, By 10 Novembor, A and B
conpanies of the lst battalion had captured roughly half the fers,

On the afternoon of 9 Nevembder, two battalions of the 357th erossed the
rivor ani secured the town of Koenigsmacker, Hewever, the flooding river hadi
prevented the creoseinz of any tanks or other hexvy weaprons and the eight
buttslions wers virtuslly cuteoff, Despite this situation the regiment
launched s battalion attsck on 10 November to secure the Metrieb fortifice-
tions, The fort was surrounded snd the ridgeline secured by nightfall.

In the 358th and 359th wegtors, tho enemy wae slowly beginning to react
to the dridgehead, On 10 November, the 3159th vwes hit by & Uerman sgounter-
attack which cauged the regiment to losge @¢ontrol of the town of Kerling, This
villsge eontrolled the road network needed by the 10th Armored to conduct its
attack, In the 358th area, : counter=attack was repulsed at Rasse~lsm,
Qompeny C of the lst battalion was brought wp to reinforce A and B companies
ir Ft Koenigsmacker, The failure to secure this fortificatior allowed ite
German occupantu to interdiet the advance of the 2nd battalion and forcod it
to stop short of its objeciive,

On the 1lth of November, the three regiments wero still eutecff{, Only a

fov antimtank guns heal made it agross the river, The goldiers had been fightw

ing hard for two days with little sleoep and wore sosked from the contiming
b2
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rain and flood, None the less, al) three reziments moved on the offensive,
The 357th securaed the high ground west of Breistroff=lsm~letitu, The 359th
repulsed several strong countermsttacks, retook Kerling, and secured the
dominant terrain from the vaillage of Rettel along the river to the villuge
of OCudrenne, The 358th completed the reduction of Ft Koenigamacker, capturcd
or killed several German units attempting to reinforce the fort and secured
hil1 254,

The most important event of the day, however, dii not occur on the
battlefield, The flood waters were receding, Thus far, the Cermans had net
rut togother a strong ecunter-ettack ferce, Time was running out for the
division because its activities of the past three days had clearly marked 1t
as the major attack in the ares, TIf the 90th did not cross its tanks, tank
destrcyers and other heavy weapons soon, the infantry regiments eould be
pushed into the river by strong armored forces,

The flerman Army (Group had been initially forced to desl thw bridgehead
with piecomaal attacks sersped together from its two divisions in the area:
The 16th division and the 19th Volks Orenadier division., These attacks,
although exeecutel with grest spirit, lacked the firepower, depth and mobility
needad to achinve degisive results, However, on the night of 11 Novenber a
combat group of the 25th Panser Grenadier Division was committed to attack
the bridgehead, Meanwhile, the 90th Divieion was working to push supplies
and heavy wearons by ferry aeroga the river., By early morning of 12 Novembder,
a bridge finully spanned ths Mogzelle and two tank destroyers crossed the
river, At thig point in the battle, both sidex were locked in az deadly race
to bulld up enough combat pewer to decide the battle,

At 0300 12 Novewber, the combat group of the 25th Panser CGrensdicr

reinforeed by ten tanks and assault guns struck the 359th, This initial
b3
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attack drove the 3rd bdbmttalion out of Xerling, The CGerman main effort was
centeored along the Kerling=letiteo~Hettange axis and was obvicuely focuzed on
the destruction of tho Malling crozaing site, In their advance, the Cermane
broke through two company sigze unita attempting to dlock them, A composite
force of cooke, staff and support personnel formed by the 2nd battalion com-
rander checked ths Germans at Petite~Hettanve, At that time, twenty artillery
battnl ions opened up on the German combat group, Additionally, the two tank
destroyers that had crosyed earlier that morning moved up awi took the combat
grovpe under fire, The counter-attack complotely broke under such intense
pressure and the Cerman force retreated back through Kerling, Ry the aftor-
roca of 12 Fovember, the 359th had regrouped and then moved ovor to the
attack to retake lost ground,

The 357th had managed to cross its reserve battelion, After heavy fight~
ing, the regiment rushed the bridgehead line to the end of the Kosnigsmacker
ridge and overlooked the village of Inglange, The 358th alse contirued the
sttack seizing the villages of Valmestroff and Elzarge, This effort wase
stopped outside the villages by pluastic minee which current U,8, mine de=
tectors couvld not locate, At the crossing sitems, strong efforts were again

undervay to repair the bridges damaged during the counterwsttack, Supplies

vere still net croseing the river in suffiecient quantities. ZThe bridgehead

had been expanded but the troops were eold, wet asnd tired,
. On 13 Novembver all thres regiments again attacked, The 357th cleared
L out pockets of enemy resistance in its rear, The 359th attacked with great
b losaeg through & minefield to link up with the 357th at OCudrenne, It also
conpleted iis reoccupation of Kerling, The 358th also had to deal with mino-
! fields, Tut managed to seixe the high ground ovorlooking Inglange and tied
?} in with the 357th, A bridge was compz;tod at Cattenon gnd the 50th Division
3
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poured the rest of its units into the bridgehcad., Transmort, artillery,
anti=tank, and supply unito crossed in a contirmious stream at Cattonom, The
90th Reconnalgsance troop pushed south along the river to link up with the
95th division elements at Uckanga., Ry the li4th of November, thoe troops in
the regiments had overcoats, blankets and dry socks and the 90th division
was novw in position to supnport the advance south,

9Sth _Bridsehead g;pgndgg62

On or about 10 November, YX Corps headausrters became very concorned
about the progress that vas being made in securing a suitable crossing to
comnlt the 10th Armored Division, Operaticns in tkhe 9Cth bridgehead 4id not,
at that time, look haopeful, Therefore, the 95th division was ordered to
expand its foothold on the emst bank of the moselle by conducting & recon-
naisgance in fores to test the vossibility of securing & crogsing in the town
of Thionville,

The 2nd Battalion 378th Infantry was tagked with the mission, By mid-day
on 11 Novonber the battalion had crossed the Moselle and secured a small
section of the east side of Thionville, The most sericus resistance en-
courntered was from an 0ld fortification in the town called Ft Yutg, This
was overrun by the battalion on 13 November, Operations were immediately
initiated to expard the bridgehead, By the li4th of November, the villages
of Bagge~Yuty and Haute~Tutx were geized expanding its ares to the north and
eust, In the gsouthern segctor a German company size elemert of the 7Phth
Reziment held a emall cluster of more modern fortifications near the town of
I1lange, It took the battaulion two days of hard fighting to eliminate this
threat, During the fight, the reconnaissance troop from the 90th division
linked up with the battalion and established a secure lane on the east bark

of the Mogelle for the commitment of the 10th Armored DNivision,
ks
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On 13 Novembter, the lst Battalion 377th Infantry whieh held the initiul

erossing at Uckange was orderad to attack north to make contact with the 2nd
Bn, 378th Infantry, 7The battalion immedimtely secured the villages of Bertange
andi Imeldange, However, bofore its defenurs could be fully emplaced, the unit
wais ¢ounter=gattacked by a taek force from the 73rd Regiment of the 19th Volks
Grenadier Division, This strong foree was reinforced by a unit from the 48Sth
Antietank Battalion, In two cdays of hard fighting: the battalion took heavy
canualties but contimued to hold the village., Finally, the 2nd Bn, 378th
Infantry with & platoon of tank destroyers attacked south from lllange and
relieved the bdbattalion,

To coordinate the advance towards Metx, the 95th reorganized te con-

colidate its unite on the cast dank, On 15 Nevember, COL Rebert L, Racen
was given command of all unite east of the Meselle, Task Foree Bacon was

then reinforced with some cavalry, artillery, tank and tank destroyer units,

‘.":n'.‘ G de ol 2
. . LN =
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‘“° Upon the relief of the lst Bn 377th Infantry, the task force was mssigned the
:ff miseion of attucking south towards Metr to clear the enemy from the east bank
ff;: of the Moselle,
H Somnitment of the 10th Armered Divisien®?
Ei The 10th Armored was moved intc secure sssembly areas just weet of the
; Moeelle on 9 November. As 200n as & suitsble crossing site vas established,
E' it was to cross the river and conduct a two pronged operation to seire o
i; bridgeheai across the Sarre and to attack alongside the 90th division, On
E? 12 November, following the attack of the 95th division acress Thionville,
?’ work was begun in that &res on a Bajley Bridge, Despite intensive enemy
ﬁﬁﬁ fire, the bridge was complsted on 14 November, Combat Command B (CCB) of
g; tke 10th Armored croseed the hridge in the afternoon and closed on an sssenmbly
:. arcn near Kerling before daylight on 15 Rovember, Xarlier that evening, CCA
if L6
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crossed the repaired bridge at Malling and assembled south of CCB, The 3Ird
Cavelry Group also @rossed at Malling., It relieved the northern flank of the
359th and prepared for its future screening and reconnaissance missiors,

In the early morning of 15 November, GCB hegan its drive east alonmg the
Kerling~Waldwisase road. OCA began its attack south later that afternoon, 1In
order to effectively utilive the few available rosias, each Combat Command
broke down into smaller task forces, The German forees opposing the division
lackred cohegion but ware able to rount several strong blocking actions along
the narrow roads. The clearing of the weather allowed beth units to employ
the full support of the XIX Tactical Air Command,

CCA sdvanced sieadily for three days and by 19 November had ferced
croveings of the Nied river in the vicinity of Freiatroff and Bouxonville,
This effectively completed 10th Armoredts mission in the Metx encirelsment,
The infantry divisiona to its left had at this time closed the inner eircle
on the city. Meanwhile CCB was meeting stiff opposition in its advance t¢o
the Sarre, CCA, therefore, was ordered to destroy ite Nied cressings and
attack north to join the rest of the division in the drive east.

0 eO,va‘

On 15 November, at the time of the 10th Armored attack, the 90th division
hsd expanded the bridgehead to a width of eleven miles and & depth of seven
wiles, The division was now preparing to contimue its attack to clese the on~
circlement of Metr, The resistsnce of the German 416th and 15th Volks
OUrensdier divisions was crumbling, Indications were that the German e¢ommanders
at Army and Army Group level wers trying to cut their losses and prevent & gap
from being ripped out of their line by the eneirelement, None the less, the
Gorman First Arny commander reinferced the 25th Pansger Greradier combat group

with a battalion of the 74th Regiment and lsunched a counter attack againet
b7
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the 90th divisionts southern flank,

At Tiret light of November 15th, the combat group struck the town of
Distroff, This area was held by the 2nd Battalion 358th Infantry, The
battalion had recertly beon reinforeed with one platoon of tanks and one
platoon ef tank destroyers., Initially, direct fire from the village was able
to force the Cerman tanks back and separate them from their supnorting inm-
fantry, After two attempts the German troops forced their way into the
village, At the same time another German unit encircled the village ani eut
the Americans off, In four hours of hard fighting, the German attack was
braken and the combat group withirew,

The 357th attacked on 15 Nevember, but was stopped by German held fortie
fications at Hackenberg, After a full day and night artillery duel with the
fort's field guns, the ares was neutraliwed on 16 Nevember andi the attack
continued, By the 17th of November the division had advanced beyond the
village of Klang and had destroyed or eaptured several German units,

Upon vezstoring its situation at Distroff, the 358th Regimaont meved to
the attack on 16 Nevesber, The 3rd Battalion cleared Inglange, Ths lst and
2nd Battalions attacked and seirad Netxervisse, The 2nd Battalion eontimued
the attack to sesurs Metxereseche on 17 November,

At this point the 90th division stopped sssigned intersediste ebjectives
and launched the division into a purzuit to clese the gap sround Mets, The
150th relieved the 758th, Rapidly meving on trucks, the regiment everran
German demolition tesms and caught road blecks bsfore they were emplaeed, By
19 Novemboxr the regiment had cut esespe routes out of Metz at Conde~Northen
and Les Bfangs, Later that day the 90th Reconnsissance troop linked up with
elementy of the 735tk tank battalion eupporting the Sth Division, The en~

cirelenent was eowplate, At that time, the 90th division was ordered to
48
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regroup tn contimue the drive tc the Sarre,

The friondly forees participating in the *Closing Javs' segment of the
battle include the 95th Infantry Division, 5th Division and Task Ferce Bgoou
which although technically a part of the 95th Division was deployed as san
independent force. The 95th Diviaion, for the mest part, had been responsibdble
for guarding the wegtern fortifications and was finally given an active role
in the battle on 14 November, They had deployed the 379th Intavtry Regiment
in the vieinity of Driant; the 378th in the vicinity of the Canrebert fortie
fication; aud the 377th near Maizleres-les=}otx, Meanwhile, the 5th Division
which was lecated to the south had sxpanded the dridsehead and was waiting to
aid the 95¢th in the encirelement and the ecapture of Netx,

The enemy forces deployed ia position to oppose the 95th consisted of
the 1217tn VG Regiment, 1010th Security Regiment, 1215th VG Regiment and the

e 1216th VO Regiment which faced TF Bagon, Further to the South the 17th S8
Panzer Grenadiers faced the Sth Division,
The 95%h Division

“The missiun assigned to the 37Gth Infant>y was to penetrats en both
sidos of the Jeanne d'Arc group, On the left, the 378th Regiment wae to
attenpt to vheel around to the North of the Yevesg .idge and roll up the de-
fonses from the rear, Tha 277th Infantry and TF Bacon were to advance into
the eity sstride the Noselle" 55 The everall U,S. plan included avolding
froutal asssults c¢cn the forts, isolating them and to move forces into the
elity iteelf,

The main mttack vas schoduled for 15 Nevember while ths supperting ate-
tack, to be conducted by the 379th, was slated for 14 Novomber, A heavy

artillery preparation preeeded the 0600 14 November supporting attack. Never~
ko9
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thelessy, therv was minimal damage done to the ferts eor their ogscupants, The
379th attack ndvanced to their first objective which wae 500 yards to the
rear of Yort Jeanne dfArc, Although the objective was resched, the fort was
not secured, This permitted a large rmmber of German troops to hido in thwm
trenches and bunkera. After the 24 Battalion of the 379%th moved through the
fort, the enemy forses regrouped and wors abla to cut off the 24 Battalion
from the Regiment., The lat Battalion was similarly cut off after they captured
Fort Jusay, and Fort Bois la Dame which they lost again shortly afterward,
“The encirelud units wers wsupplied during the early part of the evening by
artillery spotter aireraft runaing the gsmuntlet of eneuny tira“.66

The defending enemy forces werenft strong enough to prevent a penstra=
tion but they were quick to regroup where possible and econtimie to plaee
harassing fire oa the U,S, forces. “The 462d Fusilisr was committed in the
Jeanne d'Arc sector, XElements of the 1010th Seéurity Regiment eut off the
American 24 Battalion., It is prodadbly that the 1217th Regiment opposed the
1lst Battalion“.67 General Kittel had suceessfully engaged the 95%h Diviaion
threat by moving his small reaerve throughoaut the battlefield and coneentrate
inz them azainst the 379th attack,

The night of the 1lhth was spent drafting contingsney plans to effect

1ink up with the tvo U,8, elements that were aencireled, The noxt lay, the

3d Battalion was committed along the road between Ford da Guise and Jeanne
de Arec. Presaure was being applisd by the 378th to enhance the effectiveness
of the operations of the 3d Battalion,

Eneny resistance was lowerod sisznificaantly, and "the German of ficer 4n
charze of the strongpoint then surrondersd with 46 men ani 1t later trane-
virel that he had (wrongly) assumei that he was surrounded by a considerable

forea of Anerieans“.68
50
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The 377th ani )78th bdegan their coordinated attack on the 15th of Noven
ber. The Bols de Fevas ridgze was attacked in the northern sector by the lst
Battallion of the 378th., "Company A, leading the assault, sequred the main
ridge line south of Fremecourt Farm and arcund to the remr of Fort le Feves.
By 1100 this key work, commanding the approaches to Matz from the North and
Northwest, was in American hnnd.".69 This fort had proviled ths enemy with
excellent obsorvation, fire direction and communications resources., MNost of
their war effort in this sector had been directed from Fort de Feves., "The
capturs of the relatively weak position may not sound like all thut mueh, but
in many ways, it vas deeilsive, It meuns that a small force was in behind the
fortifications ani that they had hit the boundary between the 1010th Security
Regiment and the 1215 VG Roginont”.7°

The 377th was able to clemr the 1215th Regiment from the vieinity of
Maizieres=les-letr and proceed as far as the town of Woippy which wvas adout
three miles from the center of Metx, "The American success of 15 November
not only turned the North flank of the German bridgehead West of the Moselle
but alsn threatened to clemve s corridor straight to the Nets bridges”,”)
German equipment, which included artillery and trucks that were still half
loednd, wag found abandoned along many of the roads used by the 377th to
chase the retrasnting enemy,

Zasic Force Bagon

Taok Force Bacon, which consisted primarily of the lst Battalion from
the 379th Regiment and the 24 Battalion from the 378th Regiment, started its
assgult on tho clty of Metx from positions on tho sast side of the Moselle
river. After spending most of the 15th putting tegether & formidable fighte
ing ferce, TF Bacon waa ready to get into the battle, The commander of TF
Bacon decided to use very simonle tactict in making the attack, "The advance

was made in two columns, moving mlong parallsl roads on a narrow front, with
51
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tank destroyers and tanks = later reinforced by two selfwpropelled 155MM
guns ~= at the head of emch column, and with infantry following in trucks
and on foot".”? This tactic allowed them to usoe one column as a base of fire
and manouver the other column into a position to hit the flanks and rear of
enemy units located in strongpoints alonz the axis of advance, The Task
Torce moved approximately 4% miles before it swtopped for the night and
attemptad to make contmct with elements of the 50th Divieion on its right
flank, The aivance ssuth continued the following day and by nightfall the ¥
was at Fort 8t, Julien, which was within 3000 meters of the center of MNets.
The 5tk Bivision

The Sth Division, with the 24 Infantry, 10th Infantry and 11th Infantry
had been out of action since early November and had now received badly needed
resupply and replacements, The 9th of Novembar was the start of the Sth
Divieion advance toward the city of Mety, The Seille River, which was normale
iy less than 20 meters wide, was now almout 200 meters wide as a result of the
tremendous rainfall, Crossing the rivar presented s significant ebstacle but
"throughout tha night of 8/9 November, the engineers labored to complete

bridges across the river and to mark the approaches for the Inrnntry“.73

There was 1ittle encemy resistance ongountered and seeure bridgeheads were
established throughout the Division sector by the end of the first day. On
tho sscond day elements of the 2d Infantry captured over 400 prisoners as the
towny of Pagny~lew Coin and S4llywen Saulnois were sver—run, On 12 Novewber
the anttack was deliberately slowed down to allow the lines of communications
betweon the 2d Infantry and the Division main bdody to he restored., Later that
iay, the Nied river was reached by the lst an? 24 Battalions, 24 Infantry.
During the night, tho lst Battalion croassel the river and occupied the town

of Ancervilie,
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Enemy forces xade mumerous unsuccossful attempts to destroy the bhridge=

heai that had been ostabdlished,

The 10th and 11th Infantry fought their way north and "by the evening of
14 November, six days after the commencement of the offensive, the pincers
vere gralually closing around Netr*,”’ The 10th Tnfantry hed moved as far
North as Marly and the Sth Division, although ovarexztended, started to get
realy for the attack on the eity of Metx, Prior to moving out the S5th Divi=
sion sompleted plans for establishing contact with the 90th Division and made
final propsrations on the 15th of November, The following day elsments of
thoe 11th Infantry were pinned down in fighting near the airfield at Frasoaty,
Two additionnl Battalions had to be committed to extricate the 1llth from the
enemy which was held up in the hangars and bomb shelters at the airfield,

The enemy forcesw contimaed to fizht a determined battle in spite of high
casunltien, Forces pitted against the Sth Diviaion contimued to be elemants

s of the 17th 38 PG Division which had loat communications with the Met:z

gurrison, The Verdun forts were not finally encircled by the Americans until
the nigzht of 16 November, The German forcee at the Fregcaty airfield were

finally driven off by two Infantry Battalions and the 735¢h Tank Battalion by

dusk on the 17th,

- he city of Mets was finally encircled by the U,8., forces on 18 November
?: when elements of the 5th Division linked up with elements of the 90th Divisien
Y¥ at Point Marais, Some elements of the 5th Division entered into the eity of

Metr and started to "mop up the southern guburds dlock by bdlock, (ichting
their way through the maxe of railvay yards at Sablon".75 The American forees
were novw in position to enter Metz and ever—-run the enemy,

Battle Yor tha City of Mats

: - By nightfall on 17 NevombLor, the Americans surrounded the city and were
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preparing to enter,

TY Bacon, consisting of the 2nd Battalion, 378th Infantry, the 1st Battalw
ian, 377th Infantry, and the 95th Reconasissance Troop were located approxi-
nately Zi miles north of Notx in the viecinity of the Germarn~held FTort 8t,
Julian, The bulk of the 377th(-~) and 378th Infantry Regiments had drawn up
to the Hofen Canal, parallel to the Mosalle River, just northwest of the city.
West of the city the proviously encircled 379th Infantry Rogiment had fought
ite way to within about 2 mile frow the Mosslle, South of Mets, elements of
the Sth Divisionts 10th ani 1lth Infantry regiments wers ovcupying the city's
nouth;rn lnburbo.76 Al U.5, forces ware redugced in strength becsuns of
cagualties ani because of forces which had to bs left behind to hold meveral
Geruan osccupied strongpoint ferts which surrounded the city,

In addition to the previously mentioned U,8, forces surrounding the
city, there wers some LOO combatant FFI people still in the city itself,

The main German strongpoint forts surrouniing the city which wers atill
offaring strong resistance during the night of 17 Novembor were Forts 8t.
Julian, about 3 miles north of the eity in TP Bacon's sector; Forts Plappo=
ville and St, Quentin approximately 3 miles west of Metx in the 379th Infantry
Rogiment's area; Forts Jeanne d'Are, Driant, and a couple of the Seven Dwarfs
further south and west of the city; Vert Verdun about 4 miles south and Fort
St. Privat on the cityls southernmoat edge, both in the 1llth Infantry Regim
ment's ares; and Fort Qusauleu abcut a mile southeast of Mets in the 10th
Infantry Regiment sector,

German forces contained within these forts by U.S. troops reduced the
number of forces available to the German commander reuponsible for holding

the city of Metry,

Becsuse of the large mmber of Freneh ecivilians still in the city the
sl
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Americana' use of bombing and artillery was greatly restrigted.

fenoral Kittel had the following forces, sside from those pravioualy

i
! nontioned, mvalladle to hold Metw, The 1215th VG Rogiment was in the gensral
fﬂ vicinity of Fort St, Quentin to the west of the city and was ordersd to hold
o

W ' out in the fort itmelf if necessary, Regiment Anton (1010th Security Regi~
. ment) was in the vicinity of TPort Plappaville, also to the west, The 1217th
VG Regiment stalf wag located inside Fort Driant and the regiment was in the
fort's general area weut of the Mosells and south of the city, The 462 Fusil=
jer Battalion was located to the south and west of Metz around the Seven
Dwarfs. Comdat Group won Matudorf allowed itmelf to be surrounded in Fort
St. Privat just south of the city,

The German forces under Gsneral Kittel wero prapared to poso the Americans
- a8 many problems as possible and, although they wers aware their situation
wag grave, they were only to give it up block by dlock,
Iishting on 18 November

Anerican efforts to entor the city of Metx keyed upon securinz any
romaining bridges over the Moseclle River and upon the assistance of FFI forcoa
2¢111 within Netx, Thoir situation was severely hampsred by Genoral Kittelt'w
almost wholesale demolition of the bdridges in the area prior to their arrival,

The attack on 18 Novemder began with the 95th Divisiont's 379th Infantry

Regiment from the west, Leaving two companies to contain German resistance
at the Seven Dwarfs, the lst Battalion managed to cut off Fort Jeanns 4'Arc
Eg from 1ts rear end, By evening it was 2t the Moselle at Moulins=les~Metz only
53 to find the dridge there had been demolished, The isolation of Fort Jeanne
;T d'Arc was supported by the 3d Battalion's clearence of the suburbs to the
N weot of the fort, Sinee the bridge hai been blown and s bost crossing of the
)

- river at that point was not considered feasible, the 379th(=) Infantry
55
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Regiment was ordered to keep Forts Jeanne d'Arc and Driant contained and to
nop up any remaining Jerman vesistance in the area.

The 378th(») Infantry Regiment in the Division's sector was in dire
straita, I%s lst Battalicn was fully occupied keeping Fert Plappeville con=
tained, The situation there was aggravated by the German forces in Forte 5t,
Qmontin andi Plappeville being able to exchange suppliss with one another, The
German forces in the two forts numbered about 650, Ammunition and food within
the forts was being oxpenied rapidly, The Germany were willing to pay high
coutn to hold the forts since they overlooked the Mosealle ani the Hofen Ganal
wvhere the Americans would have to cross and the city could be fired upon from
forts, Had the (Germans prestocked these positions better with food amd
anunition they could have groatly delayed the Americanst eventual eapture

of the eity.

The Regimeunt's other battalion, the 3d, attempted to seize one of the
few bridges left intaet by Uenaral Kittel, the bridge from Longville asross
the Tle 8t, Symphorian just to the weat of Metz, Unfertunately, however, the
fermans who had besn securing the bridge bdlew it just as lead American slements
began to cross, With the bdridge out it was decided that an attempt %to cross
the river would be carried out on the next day, 19 Xevember.

Mogt of the 377th(w) Infantry Regimentls two battalions were located in
the northeran Metx suburbs of Sansonnet and Metx Nord., While the 24 Battalion
was attempting to seixe a bridge over the Hofgn Oanal to the north of the
guburbs, they were slowed consideradly by “88“?machins guns and 20-rm antiw-
aircraft gunfire from an island in the river, The resistance was neutralized
by American tanks, When the battalion reached the bridge, however, they
found that it too had heen demolished but that foot soldiers could still

cross over the remains, G Company of the 24 Battalion crossed and mopped
56
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up the remaining enemy on the islani while engineers made the bridge suitable
for Jeaps to cross, The 34 Battalion arrived shortly thersafter on the

lgland ani aseisted in seenring 200 captursd German prisoners, The 377th(=-)
was thon ordered to force their way serosa the Mosclle, even though no hoats
were available, if they could do 30 without taking too many caauvalties, As
they were preparing to crovas they began taking increawing fire from the Telo
Chambiere which stood betweoen the island the 377th(=) had taken and the
opposite shore they wers ordered to reach. Unbeknown to them General Kittells
coamand post was located on the Isle Chambiere and he was organizing his
troope there for a last etand,

TF Bacon was buay north of Metx in the vicinity of Port St, Julian, Itas
rlan for 18 November hul its 24 Battalion of the 378th Infantry Regiment
attacking tha fort from the rear at 0700, At the sams time ite other dattale
ior,; the lst Battalion of the 377th Infaniry Regiment was to bypass tha fort
and clear the gudurd of St, Julian of any resistance, From the sudburd they
woare to go on toward Fort Bellecroix ani attempt to croas the Seille River
whaere it forma the northeast bdorder of the city, Just south of where it joins
the Mogella, While the 2/378 approachel the rear of the fort they were
srontly slowed by German troops from the garrison who had been deyploycd smong
the fortificntions., Fy early sfternoon, however, they mansged to reach the
dry ditch which ran around the fort, Thae fortVs ouly ontrance was through a
wary hetvy meta]l Jonr at the end of & csugewsy which spanned the ditch,

After consirming that thera ware no other entrances & tank degtroyer was

plneed on the causeway about {4ty yurdis frowm vhe door, While infantry and
twn Larks Tired at the multitude of gun ports in the wellg of the fort from
which Cerman goldiers 0f the 1215 sand V74 Reogiments were dafending, the tank

destroyer fired ammo plercing ani hirh exrlosive rounds at the foor=-%6 no
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avail, The TF Bacor commarnder then ordered s 155um self prorelled gun to de

brought up to fire on the door, After firing ten rounds at point blank range

the door to Fort 8t, Julian stil) stood, When the target was finally c¢hanged

éf %o the stonewdrk surroundinc the door, twenty more rounds finally caused the

b

" giant door to fall into the fort, It was indeed fortunate for TF Bacon that
the Germans defending Fort St, Julian had no antitank gune., Since it was

dark by the time the door was destroyed, 2/378 elected to wait until the

following day to enter and cloar the fortress.

tﬁ Meanwhile 1/377 was experiencing heavy mortar fire while attempting to
enter the suburd of St, Julian, That fire was likely to have been fire from
%ﬁ an antiaircraft battery rut into position north of Fort Belleeroix by Genoral
: Kittel, GCencral Kittel claimed to have kmown of the plan for the 1/377 to

bypass Fort St., Julian and had consequently positioned the entiaircraft

battery to fire on tanks approachingz the city from the direction of Forts 8%,

b
F “ Julinn end Belleeroix, The resistance offered by the antisircraft battery

E; and the few German soldiers inm the suburd did not stop the 1/377th, and led
;f by tunk destroyers, they entered St, Julian by early afterncon, They preascd
Fi on to Fort Bellecroix, & huge storage facility conatructed in the 18th

E century,

v

While Company A 1/377th moved to the rear of the fort and took & large
k: nunber of German prisoners, Company C lost 8 killed and 48 wounded as the
regult of a hge explosion {rom within the fort!s northorn edge near vhere
they were located. The oxact cause of the explosion has never bean estsbliphed
but speculation has it that an ammunition etorage magarine exploded, As &
result of the explosion, howover, the 1/377th had to withdravw for the night

to care for their wounded soldiere,

L‘- .
oo The 95th Reconnaissance Troop under TP Bacon was moving to the west
r"
2
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during the battles for Forts 8t. Julisn and Belleeroix in an attenpt to

egtublish contact with the 5th Divigionts 10th Tnfuntry Regiment, The 10th

wae operating in the scuthern suburbs of Metr east of the Seille Eiver,

sy

The 10th and the 1lth Infantry Regiments had been conternding with ree

bl N
J‘xi‘l.’ LN

sistance in their sectors from Forts Queuleu and St. Frivat respectively,
Fort Quenleu had approximstely 500 German troops and the 10thts efforts to
gtorm the fort were vnsuccessful because of tho limited mumber of forces
svailable to the Americans,

Forts 8¢, Privat and Verdun provided the 1llth Infantry Regiment problems
ip their area of operation south of Metx between the Moszelle and Seille
Rivers, The Americans continuslly fired on the forts wiih tanks, end eaeh
time the flermans refugsed opportunities to surrender, attempts werws made to
turn then out with white phosphorous rounds, The 1lth'u strength was
dininighed by having to leave elements behind to contain theege strongpoints,

By nightfall on 18 November (enoral Kittel concentrated his efforts on
the immediate defense of the area around his command post on the Isle Cham-
Yierea,

% vemb

At dawn & company sized element of the 2d Battalion, 378th Infantry
Regiment of TF Bacon prepared to enter Fort St. Julian. As they entered the
blown door to the fort they overpowered & German NCO who was posting a sqund
to defendéd the entrunc¢e and led him at bayonet roint to the fort commander
who was persusded to surrender Fort St, Julianm,

At about the same time the othexr battalion of TF Hacon, the lst Dattal~
ion, 277th Infantry Regiment, was movings back intc the area of Fort
Balleeroix, /ig they woved around the rear of the fort they were vory surrriged

to find o bridge ovor the Seille utill intact, After defeating & small Serman
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force deferxiing the bridge, it was earily ocaptured, At about roon & firet
rifle company supported by a tank platoon crossed the brldge into Mets but
vat greatly hampored by extensive sniper fire, The German force of nearly
700 men was not well organized however, snd their commander received perw
mission from Genersl Kittel to attempt a breakout. The unit?s commander, a
Colonel Meier, was subsequently captured and by that afterncoa TF Bucon had
control of a large part of the city. That evening FFI men led units to a
building housing a Gestapo heaiquarters vhere a few infantry supported by
two tank desiroyers neuiralisted the hesdquurters,

The 95th Reconnaimsance Troop finally managed to eetablish contact with
the 10th Infantry Regiment of the Sth Division east of the city near
Vallieres, Shortly before this the enemy!s other escape route was closed
by the 2d Infantry Regiment of the 5th livision and the 90th Division's Res
connaiggance Troop south of the eity.

The 377th(=~} Infantry Regiment, which had tuken up positions on the
jaland between the Hofen Conal and the Moselle, wera ordered to take the Isle
Chambiere, Genexral Kittel's headquarters ani the last strong defensive
rosition in the city. Due to confusion as to where the actual crossing vas
to take place support homdbardment for the croseing fell ir the wrong place,
Boate wers made avallable and although initial American losses were hesvy,
by noon a 200 yard foothold was gained on the Igle Chambiere and 300 Gersen
rrisoners had been taken., By evening the entire 2d battalion anxxl une compsny
of the 3d battalion had crossed and had entered twd) of the large barracks
corplexee on the 1island,

The 34 Battalion, 378th Infantry formed the center of the attuck and
wire to cross the Isle 3¢, Symphorian. Under the support of very effective
ertillery and tank fire they easily overeame enemy pogitions, To their diw=

xay they soon learned that the bridgoz eonnecting the island to the eity were
0
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destroyed and that they would have to make another crossing by easemult bosts.
This eroseing, which was eventuvally successful, could not be accomplished
until nearly 1700 houra, however, because s dboundary change with the 5th
Division had to be coordinsted first,

The 379th Infantry Regiment was left without a suitable erossing site,

Having been ordered to keap Forts Jeanne d'Arc and Driant contained and te
mop up any remaining German resistance in the ares on the previous day, they
ﬁ' | were given responsibility for the Forts St. Quentin~'lappeville complex on
*ﬁ 19 November, This wes as a result of the 378th(~) Infantry Regiment's request
for a boundary change to facilitate its croseing of the Moselle,

S¢th Division urite were busily sngaged south of the city. The llth

Infentry Regiment had all of its forces committed to containing Forts St,

- Privat and Verdun and in isolated combat at Trescoty Airfield south of the

city, This left only the 3d Battaulion to take on the German forces in the
area of the rallway yards scuth of the city.

The 10th Infantry Regiment had unite still committed around Ft, Queuleu
but the majority of the uvnit was into thc east and southeastern suburbs of
the city.

Since all major enemy escape routes had been cut off and the divisions
surrounding Netz were now in contact, finsl capture of the city was only a
matter of time,

German accounts of the battle indicate that attempte were made to air
drop supplies 1o the encireled Forts St., Quentin and Plappeville (whiech he~
cavge of their stratesic locationa covld have still greatly complicated the
American occupation of the city) during the night of 19 November, FHEecause
the (erman soldiers were out of flarce to mark their location, the airplanes

were urable to drop the supplies to thon.77
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Fightine on 20 apd 2! Novepber
The nain combat within the ¢ity during this period consisted mainly of

confused street fighting,

Wegt of the Mowells, however, natters were more complicated for the
379th Tnfantry. They hai been ordered responsible for the take over for all
the forts still holdinz out on the weet hank of the Meselle, By 0730 hours
on 21 November they were to attack t¢ contain or s#apture the Ferts Plappe—
ville and 8¢, Quentin complex, Jsanne diirc, the Seven Dwarfas, and Fort
Drisnt., They were promised ¢ much supporting fire as possible dbut were not
to sonduet any attacks which may result in casualties! 1In essence, the Regiw
ment was all that the Americans were willing to expend anéd any remaining forcesg
in the forts would be contained until reaiy to surrender,

In addition to artillery support being utilized in support of the 379th's
efforts, an air strike which never materialized was planned ngaiut Fort
FPlarreville on 21 November, Psychological warfare units wvers also employed in
trying to convince the Germans in the forts to surrender., Their sffortis were

perhaps counteracted by the German rsdio broadcasts, praising the lerman

soldiers stil) defending the forts., On 23 November the 379th Infantry Begi=
o~ ment was relieved by the 2d Infantry Hegiment of the Sth Tiviaion as the 95th

Division prepured to move out to participate in the Saar campaign,

‘T"-. = .._".

= Ineide the city on the morring of 2C November the 378th(~) Infantry

. Regiment seized their objeetive, the main railway station, wvhile TF Bacon
& roported that resistance had eessed in their sector of the eity, On 21

-

:‘ November TF Bacon vas dissolved,

:'-Eﬁ By 1200 hours on 21 November the Sth Division reported that it had

b~

Ca

o cloared its southern section of the ¢ity and that Fort Queuleu had at last
P“

]

- g surrapdered, That left the Verdun group and Fort St. Privet as s concern,
O 62
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Although the commander of Fort St, Frivat repeacadly refused to surrender, a
large number of his men allsgedly deserted during the night of 22 November
groatly reducing this threat, On 22 November the 1lth Infantry Regiment was
able to set up its forward command post ineide the city.

As 20 November dawned on the 377th(~) Infantry Regiment, thoy wers still
eccupying thoir narrow footheld on the Isle Chamdiere confronted by Jemeral
Kittel ari the last of his defenders jnside the Mundra C.serne, The Regim
ment'e 2d Battalion cleared the northern part of 1sle Chambiere by nightfall
of the 20th only after very bitter fighting. Thelir fight fer the southern
and on 21 Novembecr, however, was much harder but efter block to block fighting,
they closed in on Mundra Caserns by evening, ZEarly in the morning one company
cf the Eattalion mansged to get into the ground fleor of the barracks housing
General Kittells command post, Since {he two floors above them still contained
encmy, it was not until later that a tank was able to cross the Moselle vias
4 bridge constructed by the engineers and shoot the top floors to piecces
thereby forcing the surrender of the remaining defenders,

Turing the morning of 21 November General Kittel besan perticipating in
the battle ee an infantrywman and vas subsequently wounded about 1100 hcnrn.78
Golonel Von Stossel still holding out in Fort St, Quentin sssumed command at
thie point, Shortly aftervard Gemeral Kittel was taken prisoner while being
sreated for his wound, Since General Kittel had relinquished command and
sinee some of the outlying forts still had not surrendered, Kittel refused to
surrender the garrison, Thie refusal denied the XX Corps the surrender
coremony they deserved.

Fighting continued or the Tale Chambiere onu 22 Novewsbar while American

troops flushed German snldiers from the tunnel complex of the fortress, By
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1435 hours, 22 November the 377th Infantry Regiment Commander reported that
all resistanee in the city had ceased, Although the battle for Metx was
officially over, the fight for the romaining outlying forts would eontinue

for three more weoks before tho area was turned over to the French.
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The "Battle for Metx" developed in an ocutstanding example of a deliber-
ate attack to reduce a fortified positicn. The operation was marked by
detalled and skillful planning on the part of the Third A1my and its associw-
ated gorps statfe, This planning was ¢learly the result of lessons learned
from the poorly ecoordinated and costly operations conducted in Septexber and
Qctober, The operation was eccnducted withoui air cover in the worst ef
wenther conditions,?9 Its succesaful execution, thersfere, depended in most
part on the effective leadership of regimental and battalion commaniers who
kept their men wmoving and managed limited combat support resources effieciently.
Moast important, however, to final vietory was the determination, endurasnce,
and aggrestivenese of the indiviiual soldier who daily eontimued the attack
despite wupply shortages, bad westher, personsl misery, and fierce enemy
resistance, Thelr performance st Motz put away forever the myth of the
"American ice cream goldier" that relied mere on material than courage to
win battles,

To the Third Army, the battlec was an esgential let step to continue its
of fengive, sgtablish a bridgehead agroes the Ssar River, and to finally
breech the famed GCerwan "Western Wall¥, Metx was not aimply a pocket of
repistance that could be wimply by passed, The rosdi net in the aress ade
Jucart to the ¢ity was poorly developsd and probably could not support thw
truffie associated with an wxrmy or corps line of communication, Additionally
the bridees setup by the divieilons involved in ths battle could net sustsin
long term hesvy logictice traffic, The dridge and road network that ran
through Nets had to be wecured if the Third was to eontimue ite drive west,&O

The perspective of the Gorments Army Group G vas similsr, Metr wag an
65
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important center from which to support its forward positions along the
Nosolle, The reteantion of Metx and its associated riverline defeanse bhouzht
time for the Aray Oroup to improve its “Western Wall" fortifications and to
further delay the U.S. Third Army's entry in Germany itself,5l
Significance of the Battle
Ihe Americans

General Patton's success in breaking through to the Saar which was made
possible by the reduction of Metx, gave erodibility to the U.S. pomsition of a
broal front strategy. In the north, General Hoige's Tirst Army had met only
limited progross in its attack and was held east of the Ruhr River, If Third
Armytls attack had also failed, the Britigh could have eagily held 21at Army
Aroupts operations as poor diversions to the theater's main eftert, This
could have eliminated for Genoral Eisenhowar any support for his broad front
ltrutagy.sz

The ¢nemy forces caucht by Third Army's attack were deeisively defeatod,
The envelopment and follow on pursult destrcyed large enemy units deyond the
point of roconatitution, As a result, when Third Army egtablished its new
line alongs the Saar, 1t opposod an extremely weakenod enemy with almost no
offanasive capability, This aituation greatly facilitated Third Armyts later
disenzagoment to launeh itz Necomber counter attack in the Ardannet.83
Ihe Gormang

Despits the decisive defeat of their forcea in the area, Army Group G
wag able to achlasve gome stratogic gains, The September andi October engaze~
ments which precsded the final battle of Metx showed the value of the areats
fortification network, The Germann were then able to withdruw their more
axperionced combat troops for omployment elsewhere while utilizing lower

qurlity units arouni Mats, The poorer fighting capadilitiea of thess troops
66




were partly conpensated for by the Netr fortifiomtions. Thias allowed thoe
Gormans t0 releames gnod formations for the winter offansive in the Ardennes,
allowod then to galn time for the offensive, and strensthen wasgtern defenses

boyond the Sanr at the cost of only thuir mowt expeniable fornutlonsoau

In addition, the Cermans could use the arca to forecé the Americans into
difficult end longthy urban battles. This type of combat is extremoly
destrustive to the villages axl farms, Hewever, since it was unlikely that
this territory would ever be returned to Jerman eontrol, thcy sould use it
to achiove the maximun delay of U.8. fora.n.es

Army Group (i, although it ineurred grcut losses, was able to delay the
Third Army, position its more effective units to defend the Saar, snd gain
time and forces for the Ardennes Offensiva, It was able to maintain the
cohaalon of 1ts First Army throughout the battle and estahlish a eontinuous
2nd defensive 11ne.86
Ruttlefleld Logsons

The “Battle of Metu" offers mseversl iuwportant lesaons that are highly

relevant t5 the Army’e prosent day application of ite Airlani Buttle doctrina,
Some of the most significant are as follows:

Bad Weather Oparations: An extiremely notable characteristic of
Airlani Battle tactlcs 1s the smploymeat of attack helieopters and other air
supprort to destroy eounter attack forcesw, and to geunerally isolate the battle~
field ao that the offsnaive power of grouni mansuver forces ean he conceantrated.
Thase op2rationg sre succszsful, however, only if the weathor permits the
employment of alreraft. XX Corps founi themselves in a situation where their
avallable airpower could not be used., This waa compsnsatod for by the
effuctive employment of both division and eorps artillery sssets. On more

than one occasion, enomy counterattiacks werc disruptod and the offensiva
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’E.j momentum maintuined by large concentrations of artillery fire, Until such

_ time when the alr assets available to support corms operations are truly

n Yall=woather", it would seem that the employment of artillery should be mora

caranfully considered in wargaming offensive courses of zetion, 1In light of

- the Army's experisnce at Metx, wargaming under coniitions of unfaverabdle

i ) . veather ahould bo the rule rather than the exception in staff operations.

. Commander®s intent: The "Buttle of Net:" reaffirmed the importance
of & subordinate's understaniing of his commanisr's intent in an operation.

E Corps, division and regimental conmaniers were atle to effectively recon—

figure their forees, ghange their main effort, and redirect their combat

‘? support to meet changing situations without diverting their attention from

. what was to be agcomplished. Ths early erossing of the 95¢h Infantry Divi-

“ sion, the redireetion of the 10th Armorsd Division, ani the fermation of Task

; Force Bacon wero all diversions from the origimal plan that commandars were

. “ able to improvise because they knew what end resalt was axpeected,

Training during Qombat: One important aspect that is often neglected

n in the study of tactics is the conduct of unit training during a war, A key

u element in the success of the U,S. Army in the "Battle of Metz" was the

:'.E: special training in fortification fighting eonlucted beforo the Novsmber

assault, The 90th and 95th divieion units had practiced the technijues neces-

!- sary to storm and defeat the Metz fortifications, Without this training, they

would have boon gubjected to high casunlties, The Army needs to insure that

' its corps are organired and oriented to conluct such training in future

conflicte, Without this capability, U.5, units may find it difficult to deal

with new threat battlefinld tactics or to employ new weapons and tactics

i, introduced during the conflict,
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