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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ONGLAND DIVISION, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
424 TRAPELO ROAD
WALTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 02154

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF:

NEDED
JUN 25 1978

Honorable Hugh J. Gallen

Governor of the State of New Hampshire
State House

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Dear Governor Gallen:

I am forwarding to you a copy of the Mollywocket Brook Dam Phase I
Inspection Renort, which was prepared vnder the National Program for
Inspection of Non-Federal Dams. This report is presented for your use
and is based upon a visual inspection, a review of the past performance
and a brief hydrological study of the dam. A brief assessment is in-
cluded at the beginning of the report. 1 have approved the report and
support the findings and recommendations described in Section 7 and ask
that you keep me informed of the actions taken to implement them. This
folluw—up action is a vitally important part of this program.

A copy of this report has been forwarded to the Water Resources Board,
the cooperating agency for the State of New Hampshire. 1In addition, a
copy of the report has also been furnished the owner, Berlin Water
Department, City Hall, Berlin, New Hampshire 03570.

Copies of this report will be made available to the public, upon
request, by this office under the Freedom of Information Act. In the
case of this report the release date will be thirty days from the date
of this letter.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank you and the Water Resources
Board for your cooperation in carrying out this program.

Sincerely yours,

0, a1

OHN P. CHANDLER
olonel, Corps of Engineers
ivision Engineer

Incl
As stated
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NATIONAL DAM INSPECTION PROGRAM

PHASE I INSPECTION REPORT

Identification No: NHO0076

Name of Dam: Mollywocket Brook Dam

Town: Success

County and State: Coos, New Hampshire

Stream: Mollywocket Brook (Horne Brook)

Date of Inspection: November 15, 1978
BRIEF ASSESSMENT

The liollywncket Brook Dam is a concrete core earth embankment dam,
approximately 300 feet long and 29 feet high. The dam and reservoir
are currently utilized as a standby source of potable water for the
City of Berlin. A concrete spillway structure containing primary and
emergency spillways controls the flow of water at the dam. The drain-
age area for the dam is 4.4 square miles with a normal impoundment of
8 acre~feet. Under normal operating conditions (no potable water with-
drawal) the water level is controlled by the primary spillway.

The dam is classified as small and has a low hazard potenr.il in
the event of a dam failure. Based on size and hazard classifications,
a 100-year flood of 2165 CFS was used as the test flood. Because of
the limited storage volume the test flood inflow was equal to the test
flood outflow. The spillway capacity of 1318 CFS is 60.9 percent of the
test flood outflow. The 100-year test flood would overtop the dam by
0.7 feet.

The dam is judged to be in poor condition. The following signifi-
cant findings were determined during the investigation:

1. A settlement failure has occurred to the right training wall
producing a crack varying in width from 18" at the top to 4"
at the bottom. The failure was caused by undermining due to
the water flowing over the spillway and to water flow during
a reported instance of dam overtopping.

2. The dam has been overtopped at least once since its original
construction.

3. Spalling and cracking of the concrete spillway and training
walls is extensive.

4, Significant undermining of both training walls and spillway
is occurring due to the absence of an energy dissipating
apron at the base of the spillway.




~ This Phase I Ianspection Report oa Mollywocket Brook Dam

.. has been reviewed by the undersigned Review Board members. In our
opinion, the reported findings, conclusions, and recommendations are
consistent with the Recoc—ended Guidelines for Safety Inspection of

Dzzs, and with good engineering judgment and practice, and is hereby
submitted for approval.

.. J
'CSZPH W. [FINEGAN, JR., MivT=R
l Weyer Contfol Branch
Tangineering Division -

JCSEZPZ A. MCELROY, MEM3ER
Tor—dation & Materials Braach -
Encineering Division

L Ty

RNEY M.’JERZIAN, CHAIRMAN
Chief Structural Section
Design Branch
Engineering Division

APPROVAL RECOMMENDED:

ﬁ%—w@/

E B. FRYAR
Chief, Engineering Division
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i PREFACE

This report is prepared under guidance contained in the Recom-
mended Guidelines for Safety Inspection of Dams, for Phase I Inves-
tigations. Copies of these guidelines may be obtained from the
Office of Chief of Engineers, Washington, D.C. 20314. The purpose
of a Phase I Investigation is to identify expeditiously those dams
which may pose hazards to human life or property. The assessment
of the general condition of the dam is based upon available data
and visual inspections. Detailed investigation, and analyses in-
volving topographic mapping, subsurface investigations, testing and
detailed computational evaluations are beyond the scope of a Phase I
Investigation; however, the investigation is intended 'to identify any
need for such studies.

In reviewing this report, it should be realized that the reported
condition of the dam is based on observations of field conditions
at the time of inspection along with data available to the inspection
team. In cases where the reservoir was lowered or drained prior to
inspection, such action, while improving the stability and safety of
the dam, removes the normal load on the structure and may obscure
certain conditions which might otherwise be detectable if inspected
under the normal operating environment of the structure.

It is important to note that the condition of a dam depends on
numerous and constantly changing internal and external conditions, and
is evolutionary in nature. It would be incorrect to assume that the
present condition of the dam will continue to represent the condition
of the dam at some point in the future. Only through continued care
and inspection can there be any chance that unsafe conditions be
detected.

Phase I inspections are not intended to provide detailed hydro-
logic and hydraulic analyses. In accordance with the established
Guidelines, the Spillway Test Flood is based on the estimated "Probable
Maximum Flood" for the region (greatest reasonably possible storm
runoff), or fractions thereof. Because of the magnitude and rarity
of such a storm event, a finding that a spillway will not pass the
test flood should not be interpreted as necessarily posing a highly
inadequate condition. The test flood provides a measure of relative
spillway capacity and serves as an aid in determining the need for
more detailed hydrologic and hydraulic studies, considering the size
of the dam, its general condition and the downstream damage potential.

L 0
-
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The water level is controlled by a concrete spillway structure
i consisting of a 21-foot high, 4-foot wide primary spillway
—_ (including 2-foot high stop logs) and a 25-foot high, 43-foot
long emergency spillway. A 10-inch pipeline located in the
left embankment (see plans in Appendix B) is also capable of
withdrawing water from the reservoir. A gate valve located
near the toe of the embankment controls this water line. At
iﬁ ) the time of inspection, the water level was 4 feet below the

Pt 2 a2

emergency spillway crest. The dam is located in a heavily
L 4 wooded area approximately 3.2 miles from the City of Berlin,
{ accessible by logging roads and trails. Mollywocket Brook is
known as Horne Brook and the reservoir is known locally as
Keene Reservoir. ‘

c. Size Classification

The Mollywocket Brook Dam is approximately 29 feet high with a
maximuu storage of 31 acre-feet. United States Corps of
Engineers (USCE) Guidelines place dams with a height between
25 and 40 feet and storage between 50 and 1000 acre-feet in
the small category. Therefore the size classification of the
Mollywocket Brook Dam is small.

d. Hazard Classification

A failure of the Mollywocket Brook Dam would route the resulting
flood waters through approximately five miles of the natural
channel of Horne Brook before encountering a culvert under

Route 16A, approximately three miles north of the City of Berlin.
The brook falls approximately 345 feet over the five mile dis-
tance for an average gradient of 1.3 percent. Any flood wave
produced at the dam site would be nearly completely dissipated
by the time it reached the culvert and minimal, if any, camage
would result. The hazard classification is therefore low.

e. Ownership

The present owner of Mollywocket Brook Dam is:

Berlin Water Department o
City Hall -]
Berlin, New Hampshire 03570 . B

Telephone: 603-752-1677
f. Operator . - o |
Berlin Water Department.

g. Purpose

The Mollywocket Brook Reservoir was originally constructed as ®
part of a surface reservoir water supply system for the City
of Berlin. The water impounded at Mollywocket Reservoir is let

TSR TR FE P S, L R . SR L. gL, S P P . i P S VUL S SR ORI S, G SO S SR VL W WO Tl S G UL U LI AP N UL S NP VI R W DR W G ars J




LA St S B Sor i i A Mt St Ca TS AN A R T S i e St ]

NATIONAL DAM INSPECTION PROGRAM
PHASE I INSPECTION REPORT
NAME OF DAM: MOLLYWOCKET BROOK

SECTION 1 - PROJECT INFORMATION

1.1 General

a.

b.

Authority

Public Law 92-367, August 8, 1972, authorized the Secretary
of the Army, through the Corps of Engineers, to initiate a
National Program of Dam Inspection throughout the United
States. The New England Division of the Corps of Engineers
has been assigned the responsibility of supervising the
inspection of dams within the New England Region. Dufresne-
Henry Engineering Corporation has been retained by the New
England Division to inspect and report on selected dams in
the State of New Hampshire. Authorization and notice to
proceed were issued to Dufresne-Henry Engineering Corporation
under a letter of November 20, 1978 from Max B. Scheider,
Colonel, Corps of Engineers. Contract No. DACW33-79-C-0010
has been assigned by the Corps of Engineers for this work.

Purpose

(1) Perform technical inspection and evaluation of non-
federal dams to identify conditions which threaten the
public safety and thus permit correction in a timely
manner by nonfederal interests.

(2) Encourage and prepare the states to initiate quickly
effective dam safety programs for nonfederal dams.

(3) To update, verify and complete the National Inventory
of Dams.

1.2 Description of Project

a.

Location

The Mollywocket Brook Dam is located in northern New Hampshire,
in the Town of Success, Coos County, and is in the Androscoggin

River basin. The dam is located 3.2 miles east of the City of
Berlin.

Description of Dam and Appurtenances

The Mollywocket Brook Dam is approximately 300 feet long and
is 29 feet high. The dam is reported to be a concrete core,
earth embankment dam set on impervious hardpan. The earth em-
bankments, both upstream and downstream are completely covered
with brush and small trees.

RS

g

« o
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down to a lower reservoir via a 10-inch pipeline as needed. ;5' ”
The City of Berlin has recently developed alternate water o o
supplies and the utilization of the reservoir system has been e
greatly reduced. At the present time the pipeline is reported » e

to be operational but is only used during emergency conditions.

Design and Construction History

]
v " L
sy ..
P .
Tt el -
[ VRN Y AL

Little information is available on the original design of the S
Mollywocket Brook Dam. It is reported to be a concrete core, ) ®
earth embankment with concrete spillway, constructed in 1920. . ’
Correspondence on file with the New Hampshire Water Resources

Board supplied some general dimensions and construction pro-

cedures but not enough information to perform a thorough S
structural analysis. - 3

-

The original design assumed a ledge rock foundation, but upon 3.a'} :j:j
excavating to a depth of 8 feet below the streambed, a hardpan ' R
material was encountered. The design was reviewed by the

Public Service Commission on September 22, 1919 after an

inspection of the construction then in progress. The reviewing -
engineer expressed some concern over the design of the spillwav )
cross section in that the base width of the excavation (20 feet)

was not enough to provide an apron at the base of the dam to

prevent washout of the earth foundation. Instead of increasing

the width of the spillway to account for the change in foundation S
material, an agreement was reached with the Berlin Water Company . e
that rubble paving would be placed below the downstream rface b
of the dam of sufficient size and strength to withstand the

resulting wash from the overflow.

A subsequent inspection performed on December 1, 1920 noted R
that the concrete was completed but the rubble paving had aoc PP SRR
been placed at the base of the spillway as previously agreed LAg_-,~; “
upon. The report stressed the importance of this omission. e ' P

A letter dated December 24, 1920 from the Public Service Com- ifﬁ]i*:jfi
mission referenced a telephone call from the Berlin Water e )
Company stating that "the downstream side of the dam had been

paved with large derrick stones and concrete poured in along - - -
with the paving." There is no record of a follow-up inspection

confirming the placement of the paving. The Public Service

Commission closed their file on the dam on December 27, 1920. o
The inspection performed on November 15, 1978 found no evidence ) '.

of "large derrick stones' or the concrete mentioned in the
preceding paragraph. The paving was either never placed or if
placed was not of sufficient size or strength to resist the
wash. The resulting wash has caused extensive undermining of
the spillway and training walls, and is believed to have con-
tributed to a failure of the right training wall (see Photo 6).
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Since the dam was judged a nonmenace dam by the New Hampshire
Public Service Commission, it received only minimal inspection
subsequent to original construction. Therefore the date of
the training wall failure is not known. The settlement fail-
ure produced a crack approximately 18 inches wide at the top
and several inches at the bottom. The crack has been patched
at least once since it occurred. Settlement has continued and
the crack is approximately one inch wide between the original
concrete and patch material.

With the exception of the repair to the right training wall, ‘,iiﬁ}{'
there are no indications of repairs, patching or new con- R
struction since the dam was originally built.

i. Normal Operating Procedures . e *

Although the reservoir is reported to be operational, it is not
being used at the present time. The Berlin Water Department

has developed alternate water sources and the reservoir system,
although still operational, is being maintained only as a :
standby supply. .o g

The water level in the reservoir is being maintained by stop-
logs in the primary spillway, at elevation 92.0, approximately S
2 feet above the permanent primary crest and approximacaiv 4 RIS B
feet below the emergency spillway crest. v o e

1.3 Pertinent Data

a. Drainage Area

The present drainage area above Mollywocket Brook reservoir L
contains 4.4 square miles of heavily wooded terrain ranging in :

elevation from 1480 at the reservoir to 3565 at the upper e
boundary. Originally, an adjacent watershed to the soutawest Sl
was diverted to the reservoir via a diversion dam and pipeliire. Lol e
This additional area had increased the drainage area to 5.4 )
square miles. The diversion ditch and pipeline are compieteiv

silted in and no longer operational.

The main channel is approximately 3.2 miles long and varies in

slope from 70 feet/mile to 1050 feet/mile in the upper reaches. S e

Many sections of the watershed are logged for pulp wood. ECII
| o

b. Discharge at Dam Site

(1) Outlet Works L

The pipeline running to the lower reservoir is reported .
to be operational, but is only utilized during emergency ®
conditions. The invert . lcvation of the pipeline could -
not be measured. :

1-4
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The dam is also equipped with a 24" x 24" waste gate and
conduit at the base of the dam, at elevation 71+. The
operating shaft is located below water level and from the

appearance of the conduit, the gate has not been operated ® e
for some time.

(2) Maximum Known Flood at Dam Site ftﬂfj}f" .

There are no gauging stations or operating records for ST
Mollywocket Brook Dam to determine the maximum known flood

at the dam site. It has been reported that the dam has

been overtopped at least once since the original construction
but the date of the occurrence could not be recalled.

During this event, a large section of the downstream empank-
ment was washed out but the concrete core wall held and

no breach occurred.

(3) Spillway Capacity

The Mollywocket Brook Dam contains two spillways, a primary
and an emergency or overflow spillway. The primary spill- .
way (see Figure 2) is four feet wide and six feet high and e Y
is equipped with stop logs which are two feet high at the ’
present time. The primary spillway* functions as a broad
crested weir until the maximum height of six feet is
reached, after which the spillway functions as an orifice.
Under existing conditions with the stop logs in places., the L
maximum capacity of the primary spillway is 230 cis. With ® o
the stop logs removed, the capacity would increase to 400
cfs. The emergency spillway capacity is 1070 cfs at maxi-
mum high water (top of dam). Therefore, the total spill-
way capacity is 1320 cfs under existing conditions (stop
logs in place) and 1470 cfs under maximum conditions (stop
logs removed). The test flood of 2165 cfs would exceed
the total spillway capacity by approximately 60 percent
(stop logs in place) and overtop the dam by 0.7 feet.

¢c. Elevations

The following elevations are based on an assumed elevation of o L
100.0 at the top of dam.

(1) Streambed at Centerline of Dam

71.0

(2) Maximum Tailwater :}2’:’5;{}i:

Could not be determined.

(3) Upstream Portal Invert Diversion Tunnel

Not applicable.

e




(4) Recreation Pool

92.0 - present conditions with stop logs.
90.0 -~ if stop logs were removed.

(5) Full Flood Control Pool

100.0

(6) Spillway Crest

92.0 - primary with stop logs.
90.0 - primary without stop logs.
96.0 - emergency spillway.

L L -

(7) Top of Dam o 1_d
100.0 i

{(8) Maximum Pool 5553"ﬂ f
» e

100.0 K

(9) Test Flood Surcharge ;_1?
100.7 N,

d. Reservoir

(1) Length of Maximum Pool

675 feet.
(2) Length of Recreation Pool . ;j;?;i;:;
473 feet. ) : i
(3) Length of Flood Control Pool . iZSf;ﬁf}i
675 feet. R

e. Storage (based on limited topographic information)

(1) Recreation Pool
8 acre-feet.
(2) Maximum Pool

31 acre-feet.




f. Reservoir Surface

(1) Recreation Pool

1.2 acres.

(2) Maximum Pool

3.1 acres.

o (3) Top of bam

FI g- Dam

. (1) Type’

3.1 acres.

Earth embankment, concrete core.

(2) Length
180 feet +.
(3) Height

29 feet (maximum).
25 feet (at emergency spillway crest).

(4) Top Width
50 feet (spillway structure).

(5) sSide Slopes

Downstream slope - 2:1
Upstream slope - 4:1

(6) Zoning
None known.

(7) Impervious Core

Concrete core wall (dimensions not, known).
(8) cut Off
None known, foundation of core wall not known.

(9) Grout Curtain

None known.




h. Diversion and Regulating Tunnel

Not applicable.

i. Spillway
(1) Type
Concrete.
(2) Length

Primary - 4 feet.
Emergency - 43 feet.

(3) Crest Elevation

Primary - 92 with stop logs; 90 without stop logs.
Emergency - 96.

(4) Gates
2' x 2' waste gate at base of dam,

(5) Upstream Channel

Reservoir.

(6) Downstream Channel

Natural streambed 15-20 feet wide.

j. Regulating Outlets

The primary spillway is equipped with stop log channels. The
logs and channel are in good condition and are presently main-
taining a normal pool elevation of 92.0 approximately 2 feet
above the permanent concrete crest,

The 10-inch pipeline located in the left abutment, adjacent to
the spillway is controlled by a gate valve near the toe of the
downstream embankment. The pipeline is reported to be opera-~
tional, but is only used during emergency conditions.

The 2-foot by 2-foot waste gate, located at the left hand base
of the spillway is controlled by a slide gate on the upstream
face of the dam. The operating stem terminates below the water
level and its operational status is not known.
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

SECTION 2 -~ ENGINEER ‘NG DATA

Design
There is no design data available for this dam.

Construction

According to records on file with the New Hampshire Water Resources
Board the dam was completed in December 1920. The dam is a concrete
core, earth embankment, constructed on hardpan foundation. The
records indicate that the earth embankment was constructed of a
variety of materials including boulders, gravel, loam and muck.

Some of the early correspondence from the Public Service Commission
is worthy of note, especially in light of the current condition of
of the dam. An early memo dated September 22, 1919 from the Public
Service Commission expressed some concern over the design base
width of the concrete spillway (20 feet) especially with an earth
(hardpan) foundation. The width was felt to be insufficient to
allow an adequate apron to protect against washout. The design

was approved contingent upon providing rubble paving below the
spillway of sufficient size and strength to withstand the resulting
wash from the overflow. A subsequent inspection report dated
December 3, 1920 stated that the rubble paving had not been olaced.
The placement of the rubble paving was later reported in a t2:ie-
phone call from the Berlin Water Company on December 22, 1920, but
apparently was not confirmed by inspection by the Public Service
Commission who closed their file on this dam on December 27, 1920.

The inspection of the dam performed on November 15, 1978 found no
evidence of large rubble paving as required in the early dam
approval. The rubble was either never placed or if placed was not
of a sufficient size or strength to resist washout. The absence
of protection has led to the failure of the right training wall.

Operation

The water level at che Mollywocket Dam is controlled by stop logs
placed in the primary spillway. The level is being maintained
approxim:.tely 2 feet above the spillway crest and approximately 4
feet below the emergency spillway crest. The pipeline to the lower
reservoir is reportedly closed at the valve located in the left
embankment . '

Evaluation

a. Availability

The design and construction drawings for this dam are not avail-
able, but construction procedures and general dimensions are
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recorded in early correspondence from the New Hampshire Public
Service Commission.

b. Adequacy
The lack of in-depth engineering data does not allow for an
in-depth analysis of the dam. Therefore, the adequacy of the

dam must be based on visual inspection, past performance his- o
tory and sound hydrologic and hydraulic engineering judgment. e

c. Validity

Not applicable.

2-2 RGN
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SECTION 3 - VISUAL INSPECTION

Findings

a.

General

The on-site inspection of the Mollywocket Brook Dam was per-
formed on November 15, 1978. Weather conditions were clear
and cool. The original construction road has become nearly
impassable and the dam is accessible only by four-wheel drive
vehicles or by foot. No emergency conditions were observed
on the day of inspection.

Dam

The dam is an earth embankment with a concrete core wall. Both
the upstream and downstream slopes were found covered with
brush and trees varying in size from one to four inches in
diameter. The top of the embankment is an open grass area
which showed signs of trespassing. Several camp fires and
discarded clothing indicate that the site is being used for
camping and swimming.

An area of seeps and boils was observed about 4 feet dcwnstream
of the toe about 60 feet to the left of the spillwav's lef:
training wall. The area of boils is about 5 feet by 3 feet and
is covered with brown silt and fine sand. The silt and sand
ara also evident further downstream where it is transported by
the water from the seeps. A view of the area of boils is shown
in Photo 2. A small hole excavated in the boils area disclosed
a 3-inch layer of brown silt and sand with tree leaves. At the
bottom of the 3-inch layer, a gravelly sand was exposed.

Surface erosion was noted on the downstream slope at both of
the spillway training walls and at the access road. Some minor
movement and sloughing were also observed onother areas of the
downstream slope. The water line valve operating pit has been
deflected by this movement (see Photos 3 and 7).

A review of correspondence on file with the State of New Hamp-
shire indicated that a timber sheet pile retaining wall was
constructed upstream of the dam and to the left of the intake
in the waste gate. This retaining wall was visible approxi-
mately 3 feet below the water line and appeared to be in good
condition.

3-1
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Appurtenant Structures

The concrete spillway structure was found to be in very poor
condition. Spalling and cracking of all exposed surfaces is
extensive. At one location above the waste gate conduit the
spalling has extended approximately one foot into the down-
stream face of the spillway. The spalling at this location
has been intensified by seepage through the spillway with
obvious freeze-thaw action speeding the surface spalling
process (see Photos 5, 7, 8 and 9).

Major cracking of the spillway and training walls appears to

be associated with the original construction jointing. A com-
parison of Photos 4 and 5, showing both upstream and downstream
faces of the spillway, indicates that the observed cracks may
extend through the full width of the spillway.

A major failure has occurred at the right spillway training
wall. The failure produced a crack in the wall approximately
18" wide at the top and 4" wide at the bottom (see Photo 6).
The crack was patched subsequent to the original failure but
the downstream section of the wall has continued to settle,
producing a one-inch crack between the patch and the original
concrete.

The stream bed at the base of the spillway has been washed out
by water flowing over the dam leaving a pool several feet deep.
It appears that this washout has undermined both training walls
and the spillway, and was a contributing factor to the failure
of the right training wall (see Photos 6 and 8).

As mentioned in Section 1.2.h there is some question as to
whether stone rubble was ever placed at the base of the spill-
way as requested by the original State design review. The
material found at the base of the spillway during the November
1978 inspection was not of sufficient size to prevent the wash-
out which was anticipated by the Public Service Commission's
review. The material consists of small diameter rubble scones
which appeared to be from the natural stream bed. There were

no signs of any concrete or large derrick stones (see Photos 1
and 9).

Reservoir Area

The reservoir water level was approximately four feet below the
emergency spillway crest during the inspection. This relatively
low water level exposed a large area of sand deposition where
Horne Brook enters the reservoir (see Overview Photo). From

the aerial photograph it appears that the sand has filled in
approximately 40-50 percent of the original reservoir volume.

3-2
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During the: inspection of the reservoir area, a 12-inch diameter
wood stave pipeline was found entering the reservoir. The
pipeline was traced 0.5 miles to its source, a small diversion
dam on the South Branch of Horne Brook. The original purpose
of the pipeline was to increase the watershed area of the
reservoir. The diversinn dam is completely silted over with
sand and gravel and is no longer functional.

e. Downstream Channel

The downstream channel, beginning at the base of the spillway
consists of a natural stone stream bed. The channel has been
eroded at the base of the spillway creating a pool several feet
deep. This erosion is believed to have contributed to the fail-
ure of the right training wall. The natural channel runs
through dense forest for approximately five miles before en-
countering a culvert under Route 16A.

3.2 Evaluation

The visual inspection indicated that the dam is in poor condition.
The following observations indicate potential safety problems:

a. The area of sand boils immediately downstream of the earth em-
bankment is transporting a small but clearly visible volume of
soil particles. The amount of soil being transported would
likely increase with higher reservoir levels.

b. The general deteriorating condition of the concrete spillway
is cause for concern. In particular, the condition of the
right training wall and continued undermining at the base of
the spillway could lead to eventual collapse.

c. Growth of trees on both downstream and upstream slopes can result
in seepage channels along decaying tree roots.
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- SECTION 4 - OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES IR

_ ®
4.1 Procedures e o ]
None. A i:
4.2 Maintenance of Dam PO 4
 J ®
The existing maintenance of the dam consists of periodic in-
spections of the spillway to remove obstructions, especially in : . ]
winter when ice jamming of the spillway becomes a problem. - S 1
4.3 Maintenance of Operating Facilities ' ]
) o

The control valve for the pipeline to the lower reservoir is ’ )
reported to be operational, but not in use at the present time. ) : "w
Operation is on an as-needed basis. . .

The waste gate operator is located below water level and could , S
!b not be observed. The operational status of the gate is not known.
A

4.4 Description of Warning System in Effect

None exists for this dam.

4.5 Evaluation

The meintenance of the dam should be expanded to include removal
of brush and trees on an annual or semiannual basis, and include
the operation of the waste gate, to provide a means of dewatering
the reservoir should problems develop. Detailed recommendations
for improvements are presented in Section 7.




. SECTION 5 - HYDRAULIC/HYDROLOGIC

5.1 Evaluation of Features _ L

a. Design Data ;;i:g;;

There is no known design data concerning the hydraulic and :
hydrologic aspects of the Mollywocket Brook Dam. -~

b. Experience Data

During interviews with Water Department personnel, it was

reported that the dam has been overtopped at least once since

its original construction. The exact date of the occurrence

could not be recalled. ®

. ¢. Visual Observation

The primary spillway is a four-foot wide by six-foot high
opening. It will function as a weir for water depths 0-6'
above the spillway crest: Beyond the six-foot height the ..
spillway will function as an orifice. At the present time

the spillway is equipped with stop logs, raising the crest
approximately two feet above the concrete crest. Because of
its relatively narrow width, the spillway is subject to ice
jamming, and as a result may become severely restricted during

high spring runoff.

d. Test Flood Analysis
The dam is classified to be small size with a low hazard .
rating; therefore a 100-year exceedance interval flood was e

selected as the test flood. The computations of the test
flood were carried out using a computer program of the
procedures presented in Geological Survey Water-Supply Paper
1580-B, which is a study of the relation of annual peak dis-
charges to hydrologic factors in New England. The input data S
computations and results are contained in Appendix D of cais e
Report. The relatively small reservoir area offers insignifi- 1
cant flood regulation for the 4.4 square mile drainage area
and therefore the test flood inflow equals the test flood
outflow of 2165 CFS. Since the existing spillway capacity e
of 1318 CFS is only 60.9 percent of the test flood, the dam S
would be overtopped by 0.7 feet at a test flood elevation of ® )
100.7.

e. Dam Failure Analysis

If the Mollywocket Brook Dam were to fail, a wave of water T
approximately 20 fcet high would be released into the lower ®
channel of Horne Brook. The wave would travel approximately .
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five miles through a densely wooded area before encountering
a culvert under Route 16A north of Berlin. Assuming a 12 x 5
foot average cross section, the available storage within the
natural channel will exceed the estimated maximum reservoir
storage by 20 percent. The stream storage and low gradient
of 1.3 percent would effectively reduce the flood wave to an
insignificant height by the time it reached the culvert, and
minimal, if any, damage would occur as a result of the fail-
ure. No dwellings will be impacted by this flood wave.




SECTION 6 - STRUCTURAL STABILITY

6.1 Evaluation of Structural Stability

a.

Visual Observations

The visual observations indicated that the dam is marginally
stable, based on the following findings:

1. The spillway right training wall has partially failed
across a vertical crack along its full height. The
failure is probably due to undermining of its foundation.
Unless corrective measures are taken, a complete collapse
of the wall can occur. Such a collapse would lead to
instability of the spillway and to failure of the adjacent
earth embankment.

2. An area of boils was observed near the toe of the earth
embankment. The movement of soil from the foundation of
the earth embankment is likely to increase in the future
and can lead to failure by piping.

Design and Construction Data

Design data, sufficient to perform a thorough stability
evaluation is not available for this dam. Some data, in-
cluding rough dimensions and construction procedures, have
been obtained through a review of correspondence on file
with the New Hampshire Water Resources Board. This data, as
explained in Section 1.2 h and 2.2 leaves considerable doubt
as to the installation of an adequate apron at the base of
the spillway to dissipate the energy of the overflowing water
to prevent washout of the spillway and training wall
foundations,

Operating Records for the Dam

There are no formal operating records for the dam. An inter-
view with Water Department personnel confirmed that the dam
was overtopped at least once since its original construction.
During this incident a large portion of the downstream embank-
ment was washed out, but the core wall held and no breaching
occurred. It can be assumed that this washout was also a
contributing factor in undermining the right training wall.

Post-Construction Changes

The only post-construction change evident during the visual in-
spection is the patch applied to the failure crack in the right
training wall.
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In addition, it was reported that a considerable portion of
the downstream embankment was replaced subsequent to the - ,
overtopping and wasr .t noted previously. o
Seismic Stability T Co
The dam is located in Seismic Zone 2 and in accordance with
recommended Phase I guidelines, does not warrant seismic . -
analysis. e L
[ [
. L
o
- e T
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6-2 )
° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ° ) °




M et e PR A R g

y—

4,"“
el
°

SECTION 7 - ASSESSMENT, RECOMMENDATIONS/
REMEDIAL MEASURES L

O 7.1 Dam Assessment

a. Condition

M. Based on the records and visual observations this dam is in ® o
poor condition. The areas of major concern for the near
future are:

1. The failure of the right training wall and on-going

t undermining of the spillway and training walls.
® L
2. The area of seeps and boils downstream of the toe of
slope.
3. The excessive spalling and cracking of the concrete
structure.

b. Adequacy of Information

The lack of in-depth engineering design information does not
allow for a definitive review and evaluation. Therefore the RN
evaluation of this dam is based on visual observations, past R
performance history and sound hydraulic and hydrologic engi- ® ‘ ®
neering judgment.

c. Urgency
i The recommendations given in Section 7.2 should be carried v e e i
out within one year after receipt of this report. g o ,

d. Need for Additional Investigation

The additional investigations described in Section 7.2

b should be carried out. ° °
7.2 Recommendations
It is recommended that an engineer qualified in the design of S
dams investigate and design remedial measures for the following: : .
L o . o e
1. Repair and stabilization of the right training wall. el
2. Installation of an energy dissipating apron at the base of :E
: the dam. v
3. Repair and/or replacement of the spalled concrete. ;“ °®

4, Seal of leakage through spillway above waste gate,

7-1
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5. Repair or replacement of the waste gate.

6. Investigation of the embankment and foundation materials to
ascertain the significance of the seep and boil area and the
design of measures to prevent future piping.

7.3 Remedial Measures

a. Operating and Maintenance Procedures

1. The trees and brush growing on the upstream and downstream

slopes should be removed and the eroded areas should be
repaired.

2. Slope protection should be placed on the upstream slope
and grass grown on the downstream slope.

3. A program of annual periodic technical inspection should _ :
be established. Points of inspection should include the - . ]

boil area, concrete spalling and operation of the waste ) ° z
gate.

4. 1In the interim, the waste gate should be opened and the
reservoir drained.

PR UMT Y YA TS

. . . e
7.4 Alternatives ’ ®
The alternative to the above recommendations and remedial measuress ]
would be to breach the dam and permanently drain the reservoir. L
.4‘- —‘
- - - "“*
] ®
4
’ ®
’ |
» ° .
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VISUAL INSPECTION CHECK LIST
PARTY ORGANIZATION
PROJECT _MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
TIME 1:00 PM - 3:15 PM
WEATHER Cool, Cloudy
W.S. ELEV. U.s. DN.S.
PARTY: ‘
1. Jim Maynes D-H 6,
2. Jim Dohrman D-H 7.
3. Sherward Farnsworth b-H 8.
4. Gonzalo Castro GEI g,
5. Ken Sterns - N.H. Water 10.
Resources Board
PROJECT FEATURE INSPECTED BY REMARKS
1.
2.
3.
4,
5.
6.
7.
. 8.
9.
10.
.
. A-1
1
jo° o o ° * o ° _o ] ° ° ° ] ° °
S - o
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' PROJECT MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978 *
PROJECT FEATURE NAME A"
1 DISCIPLINE NAME —i- - '—.
AREA EVALUATED CONDITION "’|‘ o o
i DAM EMBANKMENT  (EARTH) Q e
Crest Elevation 96.0 (Emergency Spillway). :
Current Pool Elevation 92.0
Maximum Impoundment to Date 31 Acre—~feet (estimated).
"y Surface Cracks None observed. e ®
Pavement Condition Grass.
Movement or Settlement of Crest Erosion near access road.
Lateral Movement None observed. R
» Vertical Alignment Irregular. .
Horizontal Alignment Irregular. R
Condition at Abutment and at Concrete | Erosion along spillway wingwalls on iown«,_;ﬂff
. Structures stream slopes. -
ii Indications of Movement of Structural | Valve pit deflected by movement ccownsi:o: !
o Items on Slopes
}} Trespassing on Slopes Minimal (swimming, camping).
:i Sloughing or Erosion of Slopes or Sloughing on downstream slope particuiar.. -
RS Abutments on right side of spillway. A
i‘ Rock Slope Protection - Riprap None. -
Failures ,}.‘
Unusual Movement or Cracking at or None observed. - ?
near Toes v
Unusual Embankment or Downstream Area of seeps and boils located 60 feec B
o Seepage left of spillway and 10 feet beyona :che . .
toe of downstream embankment.
Piping or Boils
Foundation Drainage Features None known. f
° Toe Drains None known. .‘ L4
g Instrumentation System None. ‘ '_
. Vegetation Entire embankment above maximum water lii~ ... .
° o o o o o o W o e e o o o ® o
- ORI s N R G

PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST l -




PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST

PROJECT MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
PROJECT FEATURE NAME
DISCIPLINE NAME
AREA EVALUATED CONDIT1ON
QUTLET WORKS - CONTROL TOWER NONE.

a. Concrete and Structural
General Condition
Condition of Joints
Spalling
Visible Reinforcing
Rusting or Staining of Concrete
Any Seepage or Efflorescenpe
Joint Alignment

Unusual Seepage or Leaks in Gatd
Chamber

Cracks

Rusting or Corrosion of Steel
b. Mechanical and Electrical

Air Vents

Float Wells

Crane Hoist

Elevator

Hydraulic System

Service Gates

Emergency Gates

Lightning Protection System

Emergency Power System

Wiring and Lighting System in
Gate Chamber

IS e YA W .
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' PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST
PROJECT MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
PROJECT FEATURE NAME
i DISCIPLINE NAME
- AREA EVALUATED CONDITION
l OUTLET WORKS - TRANSITION
AND CONDLUI1T
General Condition of Concrete Water supply line to a lower resarvoir.
- Rust or Staining on Concrete Water line, left side through core wall.
. Spalling Intake not observed, under water
Erosion or Cavitation Valve on down stream slope in 21" RCP
Cracking pit. Pit is deflected by sloughing
, Alignment of Monoliths on slope.
N Alignment of Joints
i Numbering of Monoliths
[
]
»
]
d
A-4
» o ® o o [ ] [ ]
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PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST

. 3
PROJECT MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
. 4
l
PROJECT FEATURE NAME i -
DISCIPLINE NAME R
L
AREA EVALUATED CONDITION
OUTLET WORKS - OUTLET STRUCTURE §
AND OUTLET CHANNEL NONE t ®
!
General Condition of Concrete
Rust or Staining
Spallin
P g ®
Erosion or Cavitation
Visible Reinforcing
Any Seepage or Efflorescence
Condition at Joints °
Drain Holes ,ic—
Channel - ii: K
Loose Rock or Trees Overhanging j ;:}f
Channel . .
@
Condition of Discharge Channel o
. .
*
| )
. ]
}
| ® )
| B
: 1
: ‘~.
L4 )
A-5
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,, . PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST E_ o
A : !
_ PROJECT___ MQLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
= :
i- PROJECT FEATURE NAME .
. - : ‘_ . . 4
.‘ DISCIPLINE NAME L ]
Q*: AREA EVALUATED CONDITION .
h OUTLET WORKS - SPILLWAY WEIR, ¢ ®
APPROACH AND DISCHARGE CHANNELS .i
a. Approach Channel None (reservoir). R 7
i General Condition N.A. '}
_‘ 1
Loose Rock Overhanging Channel None. e * A
Trees Overhanging Channel None. ;
Floor of Approach Channel None. :
- b. Weir and Training Walls
b. . [ ] A
f General Condition of Concrete Very poor. he -
Rust or Staining None observed.
Spalling ‘ Major - freeze-thaw 1 foot into downsgcr=:i~ -
face of spillway.
Any Visible Reinforcing Yes, minimal. e
Any Seepage or Efflorescence Yes, extensive.
Drain .Holes None observed. ;
¢. Discharge Channel Natural channel. ﬁ
General Condition Poor (erosion at right wingwall) e o
Loose Rock Overhanging Channel None.
Trees Overhanging Channel None.
Floor of Channel Natural channel.
¢ >~her Obstructions Erosion at right training wall has :3usc: ¢ L y
settlement and failure. Attempted ~a:z.-
has not prevented subscquent movement.
Footing material has been washed awav b .
erosion ]
c
q L ]
RS
boo ol
. <
: e
® ® [ ) o ° L L ° L ® L [ ° o o ® o
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PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST

PROJECT MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
PROJECT FFATURE NAME
DISCIPLINE NAME

AREA EVALUATED CONDITION

OUTLET WORKS - INTAKE CHANNEL AND
: INTAKE STRUCTURE NONE

a. Approach Channel
Slope Conditions
Bottom Conditions
Rock Slides or Falls
Log Boom
Debris
Condition of Concrete Lining
Drains or Weep Holes
b. Intake Structure
Condition of Concrete

Stop Logs and Slots




PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST a ¢

PROJECT MOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM DATE November 15, 1978
PROJECT FEATURE NAME :;:.
- - o
DISCIPLINE NAME, o o
AREA EVALUATED CONDITION j f.»f'}f
|l ' .
J — 7
QUTLET WORKS SERVICE BRIDGE NONE k
a. Super Structure
Bearings
&' Anchor Bolts _ - o
{ Bridge Seat N
i Longitudinal Members
Under Side of Deck
A Secondary Bracing ) °
3 .. PRl
) Deck =
1 Drainage System
b
3 Railings . o
ii Expansion Joints ) o o
[ Paint '
. b. Abutment & Piers .
.
A General Condition of Concrete o o
Alignment of Abutment Y
) Approach to Bridge S
- Condition of Seat & Backwall 3f}’
) o
li .‘ .
1
) ® ]
A-8 ]
o o ] o [ ] @ e o [ L o [ o L ] L ] | o




PERIODIC INSPECTION CHECK LIST

PROJECT __MQOLLYWOCKET BROOK DAM

PROJECT FEATURE

DATE November 15, 1978

NAME

DISCIPLINE

NAME

AREA EVALUATED

CONDITION

RESERVOIR
Stability of Shoreline

Sedimentation

Changes in Watershed Runoff
Potential

Upstream Hazards
Downstream Hazards

Alert Facilities
Hydrometeorological Gages

Operational and Maintenance
Regulations

- Good.

reservoir inlet.

clogged with sand.

None.
None.

None.

Water supply dam.

A-9

Extensive sand and gravel deposicion at

Diversion pipeline from adjacent water-
shed. Diversion dam and pipe are

None (five miles natural stream).
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2 PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
) :V’:Lol;;:: :v.-(;:rt:;i::.zﬁmunuAu OF WALTER H. TiMM, CLERX
o o wesTonns NEW HAMPSHIRE AssisTant co

CONCORD, Dacenver 3, 1820,
Hofi. JC.uau .. uvtorrs, Loai:issicuer, ]
‘ ruwlic Service Cui.iasion, ‘® ° 1
Concora, Lew LuLipSairs,.
Deor Siri-
: 1
*
_.-4
P. ° T R 9 . - - R} P A 1 s
s Cn Decesv2r 1 in coupmny with ¥nginesy G2y of
ifarnecaestary I o minde an Iasrectiocn of the dasa waicih is tein
consiruected Ly the Barlin Yoter Cunpany a2t the outlet f
. Hernz To. 2 rasarvoir. Un tne anove date all tha concret
: Tvorx ot the mzin dwmi was in pizce aad the worionsnshin ap-
paarad very soo0d. At tant tine virk was being done cn a2
. {411 veniand tne shutiaent wall.
I z2a novw walting for =z rejyurt waich Ur. 3 is
prepzring covaring somie qﬂﬂitional work wiiicn we Vulx is
- fiaperative. e informed T:r, Twitchell of the vatar conoiny
B thnt Yae vwork ni=d v;orrpﬁsed nica2ly, Hut that we wvould insi=t
that large ruvble paving oe caretully placed jugt onelow the o
- spiltlw~y to Teosist thie wasn, and 2lso that suiie kil of a ST
N core wall b2 extaonded from 265 1o 50 feet bHoyond thnot woint -
Mere tae a=2avy avutnaent w2ll ernded in order to insure a S
- perfectly water-tigat eubaninent. ST
b N [ ]  J
Ve vere told Tt buin of these recowriendations 3 A
will e et, —..d viita & reasonavle gilount ot effort tie LT
. reaninda2r ol lae work snurd ve coapleted 2ud wne pond rendy - C
: 0 e 1illed oy Jagwary 1, 1@2l, A
. ,~ . . -.1
[ Very trul, yuours, ° o |
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

rl WILLIAM T. GUNNISON, CHaIaMAN OF WALTER H. TIMM, CLERK
THOMAS W, D, WORTHEN MISS MARY A. NAWN

JOH!I W. STORRS NEW HAM PSH'RE ASSISTANT < e

-— -

COMMISSIONERS

- concorp, December 24, 1920. - R

K ) Hon. John V. Storrs, Cormissioner,
Fublic Service Commission,
Concord, Yew Hampshire.

Dear Sir:-

Cn December 22, Yr. Gerrisn, manager of the Berlin

Waler Company, called at this office and personally advised

that the work on the dam at *orne o. 2 reservoir was complate

énd the construction equipment was being removed_from the site.
i; He further stated that all additicnal work as suggested by Ir.
h Gay hzad been done, i.e., 2 double line of sheeting had been f.: )
; driven at the end of the abutment wall on the easterly side -i,
3; and that the downstream side of tne dam had been paved with -
@ large derrick stones and concrete poured in along with the 4

& paving. The construction work on the dam is therefore complete.
E Very truly yours, o
. ﬁ;“‘ mm\r

HVW Inspector.
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE—DAM RECORD I-5I81

TOWN PR TOWN z : STATE
L \.—jvu. [ w) No- hd NO. ? ;
RIVER f . - . 3 ve
STREAM 2)1lyvwocket Braox (Keene Faservair)
-5 -
‘ bHAl'\A(.L . POND
ARt 5.7 Sq. M. oD -
D/ : FOUNDATION
TYPE Gravity NATURE OF

TMATERI LS OF
__CONSTRU CTION

142]
o+

Jne
T pusro~r POWER—CONSE 2VATION —DCHUESTIC—KECREATION—TRANSPORTATION—PUBLIC UTILITY

I B oroan weter Supoly

HEIGHTS, TOr OF TOP OF DAM TO

DAM TO £¥D OF STREAM SPILLWAY CRESTS

SPILLWAYS, LENGTHS LENGTH

DEPTHS EELOW TOP OF DAM OF Dav

fLA\HB()\RL‘\
TYVE, HEIGHT ADOVE CREST

e . OPERATING HEAD TOP OF FLASHBOARDS
CREST 10 N. T. W. TON. T. W.

WHEFLS, r.u\' R ‘

KINDS & H.

csmzr’:’.ﬁ_b}_z.—iufx;r.a
KINDS & K. W,

H.P. €0 b. C. TIME H. P. 75 P. C. TIME
) - 100 P. C. FiF. 100 P. C. EFF.

RLFEF’rf\CF< ( \‘I-“
PLANS, !\\r’[CAlO\b

RE“'\}\ KS

OWNER: " City of Ferlina

CONDITION: K

n!

MENACE: . No. Vill rot be subject to further inspect

T> the Pudblic Service Coamissioa:
The foregoing nmemorsnduzs oa the above dam 1s subaitted coverinz inspection
pede Aug. 4, 1338, according to notification {5 owner dated July 25, 13ZC.
I ° ‘
D. Waldo Vhite R,

- : Chief Engincer Sl

- Copy to Jwmner A : )
)
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NEW HAMPSHIRE WATER RESOURCES BOARD S
. - h' °
INSPECTION REPORT . )
youwn: é J & R_5,5 Dam Number: 1) 1’) ¢ ’0’5 » _
| — _. R
Name of Dam, Stream and/or Water Body: AR {\\. oVt [9) )/ ’ L
v : J
owner: 2o . Lo W Telephone Number:
Mailing Address: .
Max. Height of Dam: Pond Area: Lehgth of Dam: ’ ®

rousnation: Coa{l

QUTLET VORUS:

Cﬂ e e \ T2 M= V‘{\(ﬁ\.&,_ hyp! l(.f \,\!j

{37513 (lj AN

N - L
ABUTMNENTS: P R I '((u " 5 /\:‘/M, S i ch "{:'/Z _,
. v 7 /

, T e
EMDANKMENT: oA Al Shpes 17wl | (’917 [fres o, (/"urr.-:l el

®
! R

Give Sizing, Condition and detailed description for ecach ftem, if applicable, ’ '
L J o o L L J L J L L L o L L o ® o o e
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APPENDIX C

PHOTOGRAPHS
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APPENDIX D
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APPENDIX E

Information as Contained in the National Inventory of Dams L ] L
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