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INTRODUCTION ,

Where patient transfers are recpired between primary and definitive
care centers, there is the problem/bf gathering a complete set of medical
equipment and supplies to assure tat the patient's condition can be
maintained during the transfer. \The Portable Life Support Stretcher
Unit (PLSSU) is being developed to provide a patient litter with all
necessary features.

The PLSSU is similar in configuration to a standard canvas litter.
This allows it to interface with all military aircraft and vehicles
designed to carry casualties on canvas litters. Standard military air-
craft litter rack equipment, hoists, and securing equipment designed
for the canvas litter can be used without modification. An important
feature of the PLSSU is that it quickly transforms a utility helicopter
or other transport vehicle into an equipped MEDEVAC unit, and just as
quickly returns it to utility status. During a MEDEVAC operation, the
patient is carried on a canvas litter, backboard, or Stokes litter,
all of which can be attadhed to the PLSSU. -

The equipment and supplies provided allow the PLSSU to function as
a portable self-contained crash cart while transporting a patient.
Four drawers for equipment and supplies are accessible from either side
and are removable. These drawers contain suction equipment, airways
and resuscitation equipment, medicines, a blood-pressure cuff, a
stethoscope, and intravenous supplies. The PLSSU also carries its own
supply of oxygen and an ECG monitor and defibrillator unit.

This technical document contains the engineering drawings for the
PLSSU. An associated technical report ! is required for assembly of
the PLSSU.

INOSC TD 370, Portable Life Support Stretcher Unit (PLSSU): Assembly
Information, by R. W. Kataoka, August 1980.
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