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SUMMARY

The purpose of this paper is to give a history of Soviet military

districts (MD) that have existed since 1 January J.945. It is not meant

to be a complete history. Therefore, it will not deal with number and

type of units, the mission, training history, or command structure of

each MD. It will, instead, concentrate on: (1) what MIls have existed,

(2) where and when they existed, (3) who commanded the MDs, (4) which

MDs constitute the "fast track" to promotion. _

Ranks will follow the Russian word order to reduce confusion with

similar American ranks. The ranks that will be used in the paper and

their abbreviations in descending order are:

Marshal of the Soviet Union MSU

General of the Army G-A

General-Colonel G-C

General-Lieutenant G-L

General-Major G-M

I
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SOVIET TERRITORIAL CO4LAND 1945 - 1981: A.N OVERVIEW

According to the Soviet Military Encyclbpedia,

The military district is a territorial combined-arms strategic
formation (OB'EDINENIYE) of formations (SOYEDINENIYE), and units
(CHAST'), military education institutions, and various local
military establishments. The division of a nation's territory...
has the purpose of ensuring the carrying out of measures con-
nected with preparing the nation and armed forces for war, to
facilitate troop command, and to more pulposefully organize
the training of troops and headquarters.

The division of the Russian nation into military districts was

begun under Tsar Aleksandr II in 1862 and was continued by the Soviets

after they came to power during the October Revolution of 1917. By the

beginning of Soviet involvement in World War II, there were in existence

16 military districts and the Far East Front. As the German invaders

pushed eastward in the first half of the wAr, the number of M)s dwindled.

Regardless of the advance of German troops to within a few miles of the

Moscow city limits in late 1941, however, the Moscow MD was never dis-

banded as MDs to the west and south of it were. It remained the western-

most M1D until mid-1943, when the Germans were forced to begin their

reluctant westward movement. As he German troops were expelled from

Soviet territory, MDs were created -o fill the void left behind the

advancing Soviet forces. By the end of 1944, seven MiDs had been

recreated: Khar'kov (15),* Kiev (16), L'vov (19), North Caucasus (23),

Odessa (25), Orel (26), and Southern Ural (29). (See map 1.)+

* The numbers following the MD names indicate the number by which they
are identified on the accompanying maps.

+ Appendix I contains a history of the creations, mergers, and dissolu-
tions concerning the 42 MLs that have existed since 1 January 1945.
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On 23 June 1945 the Supreme Soviet enacted a law concerning demobi-

lizing Soviet soldiers and officers starting with oldest age group (55)

* and working downward to age 22. The demobilization was cazried out in

* six stages: the first two in 1945, the third from May through September

1946, a fourth in 1946, and the last two in 1947. By 1948 the Soviets

had demobilized approximately 8.5 million people from the army and navy,

so that the strength of the military stood at 2,874,000 people. 2

A major reorganization was ordered on 9 July 1945 by the People's

Commissar of Defense, I. V. Stalin, in which at least 13 MDs were

created, thereby raising the total to 32 MDs. The purpose of creating

so many new MDs was two-fold: (1) to facilitate demobilization by

creating more demobilization areas, (2) to rapidly integrate the mere

experienced army and front commanders into the MD system. For example,

on 31 December 1944, there were two MDs in the Western Ukraine and

Belorussian SSR. Seven months later, the same area was under the control

of four MDs as the Belorussian MD was split into the Baranovichi and

Mlnsk MDs, and the Carpathian MD was created between them and the L'vov

MD. In May 1946, the Baranovichi and Minsk MDs were joined together as

the reconstituted Belorussian 'M -- this time with Marshal Timoshenko in

command. At the same time, the L'vov HD was merged with the Carpathian

MD. The result was that where in June 1945 two general-lieutenants were

in command -- both relatively inexperienced in combat -- less than a year

later, a general-colonel and a Marshal of the Soviet Union -- both combat

veterans -- and their staffs were in charge of the MlDs. The following

chart shows the flow of command.

, ,I i i



MD COMMANDERS REPLACED BY COMBAT 'XPFERIEN.,CED COMMLANDERS, 1945 -1946

Military Coi~anders

-Districts June 1945 July 1945 Mav 1.946

Baranovichi *S.K. Timoshenko, MSU*

Belorussian V.F. Yakovlev, G--L *S.K. Timoshenkc', MSU

Minsk *V.F. Yakovlev, G-L

L'Vov I.K. Smirnov, G-L M.M. Popov, C-C

*Carpathian *A.I. Yereinenko, G-A K.N. Galitskiv, G-C

14
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w•sIn this way, Stalin, who was feeling ursure of his wartime allies,

was ready with his combat-proven commanders on the western border in

case the European and American allies resumed hostilities -- this time

against the Soviet Union. As the West quickly demobilized, however,

Stalin's suspicions were eased and the work necessary for demobilizing

and reorganizing the military in order to put the Soviet Ur.ion on a

F peace-time footing was carried out. By June 1946, four military dis-

tricts had beet, set up and 15 disbanded, thus reducing tne total number

ot %s to 21. (See map 3.)

In May 1947, the Soviets created a theater command "in order to

have a more efficient command of several Ms in the east of the USSR as

well as the Pacific Ocean Fleet and the Amur Flotilla". 3 The territory

placed under the Commander-in-Chief (CINC) of the Far East Forces

(GLkrOKOLANDLYUSHCHIY VOYSKAŽ1I NA DAL'NE. VOSTOKE), MSU R. Ya. Malinovskiy,

stretched from west of Lake Baykal to the Komandorskiye and Kurile Islands

in the Pacific Ocean and on to the Bering Straits. (See map 5.) The

Transbavkal (35), Far East (12), and Maritime (20) MDs were subordinate

to this new theater command which remained in existence until 23 April

1953.

During the life of the Far East Forces, the Communist Chinese forces

began their drive in northern China against Chiang Kai-shek that ended

in victory two years later in 1949; and the North Koreans attacked the

south in June 1950 initiating hostilities lasting three years that soon

involved ChinEse Communist "volunteers" and United Nations forces. The

reason for the existeie of the Soviet theater command in the Far East

seems to be tied to these events. That is not to say that in 1947 the

. viets knew thaL North Korea would attack South Korea in 1950. It is,
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however, likely that the command was created to act as a defensive back-

stop for the Communist Chinese when they were retreating before Chiang

Kai-shek's successful offensive. When Mao Tse-tung went over to thebI
offensive in 1947, the Soviet Far East Forces acted as a conduit for war

k •materiel to Mao's forces.

The Far East Forces were still needed in 1949, despite the victory

of Mao Tse-tung in China, because the North Koreans were planning, with

the aid of Soviet arms, to attack South Korea. The conduit was necessary

for the successful execution of North Korean aims. By the end of 1950,

several Soviet air divisions had been sent to fly air cover over the

north-eastern provinces of Korea and five Soviet divisions were ready

to be sent to the aid of China, if the situation in Korea worsened. 4

These Soviet units were probably subordinate to the theater command in

the Soviet Far East.

In 1949, the Soviets began to increase the size of their army and

navy. That summer three MDs were created: Don (10), Gor'kiy (13), and

Voronezh (41), thereby raising the total to 24 military districts. (See

map 6.)

Following the death of Stalin in March 1953, the entire Soviet

military establishment underwent a major reorganization. At the military

district-level, command was streamlined by removing the theater echelon

from the chain of command of the t4Ds in the Far East, four MDs were

disbanded (Don [10), East Siberian [11], Gor'kiy [130], and Maritime

[20)) reducing to twenty the number of military districts. (See map 7.)

From 1955 to 1958, the Soviets reduced the number of armed forces personnel

5by 2,140,000 to a strength of 3,623,000 and consolidated parts of seven

MDs into four larger MDs. The disbanding of three MDs (South Ural [29),

10
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Tauric [33) in April 1956, and White Sea [43] in January 1958) reduced

the number of military districts to 17. (See map 8.)

In January 1960, the decision was announced at a session of the

t Supreme Soviet to further reduce the manpower of the armed forces by

1.2 million men. Two months later, as part of that reduction, the

Northern ý1U (24) was consolidated with the Leningrad MD t18). The

Sshootdown of the American U-2 aircraft over the Soviet Union in May

1960, and the ensuing period of tension caused the Soviet leadership to

cancel the proposed demobilization. Nonetheless, the streamlining of

command continued as the Voronezh MD (41) was disbanded, reducing to

fifteen the number of MDs existing in the Soviet Union. (See map 9.)

The Soviet-Chinese border conflicts in the late 1960's caused the

Soviet military to re-assess its needs along the border. In August 1969,

a new military district -- the Central Asian -- was created from the

territory of the Turkestan MD. The new Turkestan MD faced Afghanistan

and Iran, while the Central Asian faced Afghanistan and China. (See

map 10.)

At present, the Soviet Union is divided into 16 military districts.

One of the continuing goals of the Soviets is efficient military command

of their territory. This is evidenced by the many changes that have

occurred to meet the fluid conditions that have existed at various times

since 1945. A new -- yet old -- command organization has reportedly

appeared that indicates that the Soviets are not satisfied with the

present MD configuration, especially along the border with China.

According to the Chinese "in 1979 the Soviet Union set up a new

command in the Far East Theatre and has substantially expanded its naval

forces there.'"6 Recently, General of the Army V. I. Petrov was identifiedI13
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as "Commander-in-Chief of the Troops of the Far East (and) Deputy

I- Mniterof,78 l90,
Minister of Defense' from 28 December 1978 to December 1980. If

these reports are true, it is likely that this theater command is

similar to its predecessor organization from the late 40's/early 50's in

terms of territory and units under its command. 'xtrapolating from what

is known about that earlier command, it is possible to set out the

hypothesis that: (1) the new theater command comprises the territory

of the Transbaykal and Far East MDs and the waters off the eastern

coast of the Soviet Union; and (2) that the commands within that area

(Transbaykal MD, Far East MD, Pacific Ocean Fleet, and Amur River

Flotilla) are subordinate to the Far East Forces.

If Petrov, as Far East Forces CINC, was simultaneously Deputy

einister of Defense, then his position within the Ministry of Defense

as CINC in the present theater command is higher than Kalinovskiy

enjoyed when he was in the same job from 1947 to 1953.

If we posit the existence of the new theater command, the question

arises -- when Petrov became Ground Forces CINC in December 1980, who

succeeded him in the Far East? Although no replacement has been dis-

closed, it is possible to speculate as to who is the likely successor.

What qualifications should we expect of the Far East Force3 CINC?

(1) He should be a General of the Army. When Petrov was CINC,

he held that rank. Also the Transbaykal and Far East commanders -- both

subordinate to the Far East Forces CINC -- are Generals of the Army;

therefore the new CINC should hold that rank.

(2) He should be a full member of the CPSU Central Committee. The

Transbaykal and Far East , commanders are both CPSU CC members, therefore

it is not unreasonable to expect the new CINC to be a full member as well.

17



The only General of the Army who is a full member of the CPSU

Central Committee and is holding an undisclosed position is V. L.

Govorov. Coincidentally, at the same time that Petrov left

East, Govorov left his post as Moscow MD commander. Additi

late December 1980, Govorov was present at a party conference in the

Far East MD.10 Thus from this circumstantial evidence, it is possible

to conclude that Govorov has replaced Petrov.

Why was the theater command created? Two possible ansi:ers are:

(i) with the buildup of Soviet forces on the bcrder with China another

echelon of command was necessary to facilitate troop command and inter-

service joint action in the Far East Theater; and (2) the tensions in

the whole Far East deriving from the threat of hostilities between

China and Vietnam (a Soviet client) in 1978 may have been a driving force

for the creation of a Soviet theater command. What the state of readi-

ness of the new command was at the outbreak of hostilities in early

1979 is difficult to say.

Given the existence of this command, certain iuestions arise that

demand answers: (1) does the existence of the command foretell increased

tension, or even worse, war in the Far East? (2) or is the command only

a temporary measure like its predecessor of the 1940'q?

18

-4i-



THE "FAST TRACK": THEN AND NOW

What are the essential qualities that an officer must possess in

order to get ahead in the Soviet military? In his account of the

first U.S. astronauts, Tom Wolfe names that combination of essential

qualities:

A career in flying was like climbing one of those ancient
Babylonian pyramids made up of a dizzy progression of steps and
ledges, a ziggurat, a pyramid extraordinarily high and steep;
and the idea was to prove at every foot of the way up that
pyramid that you were one of the elected and anointed ones who
had the right stuff (author's emphasis) and could move higher
and higher and even -- ultimately, God willing one day -- that
you might be able to join that special few at the very top, that
elite who had the capacity to bring tears tcimen's eves, the

Svery Brotherhooc of the Right Stuff itself.

In th" Soviet military, what is the "right stuff" that leads to

advancement? In a more turgid style, Colonel M. P. Skirdo gives an

inventory of personal qualities for a Soviet "great captain of

history".

The commander of the army of a socialist state is a true
son of the people and a champion of communist ideology and
state policy among the troops. His personai qualities include:
a cultivated intellect, flexibility of thought, the faculty
of foresight, military erudition, organizational ability, readi-
ness to rely upon the knowledge and experiences of subordinates,
strength of will, valor, resoluteness, a willingness to take
calculated risks, and preparedness to take full responsibility
for his actions. A Soviet commander is also distinguished by
special moral qualities: ideological conviction, political
maturity, love of Motherland, ability to identify with the troops,
ability to penetrate into the soldier's heart and inspire him
to heroic deeds, and, finally, justness, integrity, and modesty.

The aforementioned qualities should not be separated frot.
one another; they constitute a unified whole. If a military
leader is strong-willed, courageous and capable of making
decisions but lacks a cultivated intellect, then his actions
will inevitably lead to errors fraught with serious consequences.

19
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Conversely, if he is capable of deep theoretical thought, but lacks
a strong will, courage and decisiveness, then he is no more likely
to succeed. This is why we say that a military leader who success-
fully fulfills the complex function of leading his troops in an
armed struggle is a gifted, talented commander. (Author's emphasis) 1 2

Colonel Skirdo fails to mention the most important "quality" --

that of knowing the right people. One need only to look at the relation-

ships between N. S. Khrushchev, L. I. Brezhnev, R. Ya. Malinovskiy,

A. A. Grechko, M. V. Zakharov, and S. G. Gorshkov during World War II

to understand thE subsequent elevation of Halinovskiy and Grechko to

Minister of Defense (in 1957 and 1967 respectively) and Zakharov to Chief

of the General Staff in 1960 and Gorshkov to Navy CINC in 1956.

Part of knowing the right people is belonging to the family of a

successful military commander. The two most conspicuous examples --

. assuredly competent in their own right, but helped along by the family

name and contacts -- are: General of the Armv V. L. Govorov* and General-

Colonel V. K. Meretskov.+

The level of commander that Skirdo is referring to (POLKOVODETS) is

best translated as "great captain of history". He cites as examples,

"Julius Caesar, Alexander the Great, NapoLeon, Alexander Nevskiy, Peter

the Great, A. V. Suvorov, and M. I. Kutuzov." 1 3 A. 11. Vasilevskiy lowers

the threshhold of the concept of a POLKOVODETS to include "G. K. Zhukov,

* Until late 1980, Moscow MD commander, he Js the son of Marshal L. A.
Govorov, who was commander of the Leningrad Front (June 1942 - July 1945)
and at the time of his death in March, 1955, CINC National Air Defense
Forces and Deputy USSR Minister of Defense. Although the younger
Govorov's new job has riot been disclosed, his promotion from candidate
member to full member of the CPSU Central Committee evinces that his
career is still headed upward.

+ Since late 1980, the commander of the North Caucasus MD, he is the son
of the late Marshal K. A. Meretskov, who during the war was a front
commander and in the post-war period successively commanded four MDs.
The younger Meretskov has not yet Leen selected to the Central Committee.

20



l.S. Konev, K. K. Rokossovskiy, N. F. Vatutin, R. Ya. Malinovskiy,

114
I. A. Govoiov, S. K. Timoshenko arid many o-hers." Vasilevskiy himself

could probably be included in this second group of military commanders

of which three became Soviet defense ministers (Vasilevskiy, Zhukov, and

Malinovskiy) and the rest rose to at least deputy minister level.

What career paths did these men follow to reach the top? Which

military districts did they command^ Which MDs did their successors

command? Has the "fast track" remained the same?

It may be misleading to speak in terms of the fast track, for the

emphasis is then put on the jobs that lead to higher and more respon-

sible positions. The true function of the fast track is to show which

jobs are given to officers who have the right stuff; that is, the best

and "almost-uest" officers are put in the most critical jobs. During

Scalin's reign, what constituted the right stuff -- all the basic

ingredients -- was different from what it was under Khrushchev or under

Brezhnev. For example, Zhukov had it in 1945, but not in 1946 when he

was pushed off the Pyramid of the Right Stuff. He fell, landing on a

lower level however, and began the trek back up the ziggurat displaying

more and more of the right stuff until finally in 1955, he reached the

top of the pyramid as Minister of Defense.

THEN...

The three military men who became defense ministers after the second

world war were all combined-arms officers, and at one time in thci

careers, all were Ground Fortes (GY) CINCs. Their career paths looked

like this:

21 -ON



MINISTER OF DEFENSE

G. K. GF CINC Odessa MD Ural MD First Deputy Defense Minister
Zhukov commander commander Defense

Minister

R. Ya. Transbaykal- Far Last Far East GF CINC Defense Minister
Malinovskiy Amur 11D Forces MD

commander CINC commander

A. A. Kiev MD GSFG CINC GF CINC WPF CINC* Defense Minister
Grechko commander

* WPF - Warsaw Pact Forces

Four men have been Warsaw Pact Forces CINCs. Two of the four were

former Ground Forces CINCs; and three of them were fcrmer GSFG CINCs

and Kiev MD commanders. Their careers are shown on the following chart.

WARSAW PACT FORCES (WFF) Commander-in-Chief

I. S. GF CINC Soviet Army Carpathian GF CINC V.PF CINC
Konev Chief M1)

Inspector commander

A.A. Kiev MD GSFG CINC GF CINC WPF CINC Defense
Grechko c- nander Minister

I. I. First Deputy GSFG CINC Kiev MD WPF CINC
Yakubovskiy GSFG CINC commander

V. G. Kiev MD GSFG CINC General W`PF CINC
Kuli..ov commander Staff

Chief

The premium on command experience in East European countries Is

obvious.

What is lost from sight, perhaps, i- the command time of these officers

in the Soviet Ukraine, either in the Carpathian or Kiev Military Districts.

22

i .i



The fast track for the job of Chief of the General Staff is not

at all obvious. Excluding officers without post-war MD command time

before they became General Staff Chiefs (A. M. Vasilevskiy, A. I. Antonov,

and S. M. Shtemenko) leaves five commanders -- three of whom at one time

in their careers were CSFG CINCs. Their careers are depicted on the

following chart.

GENERAL STAFF CHIEFS

V. D. Deputy GSFG CINC First GS Chief General
Sokolovskiy GSFG CINC Deputy Inspector

Defense
Minister

M. V. GSFG CINC GS Chief GS GS Chief
Zakharov Academy

Chief

S. S. First PVO CTNC SRF CINC GS Chief
Biryuzov Deputy

PVO CINC

V. G. Army Kiev MD GSFG CINC GS Chief WPF CINC
Kulikov commander commander

N. V. Volga MD First Deputy GS Chief
Ogarkov commander Deputy Defense

GS :;hief Minister

The job that is key to advancement to any of the above positions

appears to be Ground Forces CINC. Seven men have held the job since

the war; four went on to more responsible jobs -- three to become

Minister of Defense:

23
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I

GROUND FORCES COMM.ANDER-IN-CHIEF

G. K. First GSFG CINC GF CINC Odessa MD Ural MDZhukov* Deputy commander cotpmander

Supreme
CINC

I. S. Chief Carpathian GF CINC WPF CINC General
Konev* Inspector MD Inspector

commander

R. Ya. Far Eaz;t Far East GF CINC Defense
Malinovskiy Forces CINC MD Minister

commander

A. A. Kiev MD GSFG CINC GF CINC WPF CINC Defense
Grechko commander Minister

V. I. GSFG CINC Kiev MD GF CINC Civil General
Chuykov - commander Defense Inspector

Chief

I. G. Volga MD Far East MD GF CINC
Pavlovskiy commander commander

V. I. First Far Fast GF CINC
Petrov+ Deputy Forces

GF CINC CINC

* See the remainder of their careers in earlier charts.

+ Petrov was Far East MD commander before he was First Deputy GF CINC.

One -- Chuykov -- became chief of Civil Defense in 1961 while he also

was Ground Forces CINC. When the latter position was abolished, he became

Civil Defense Chief full-time. Pavlovskiy, who was replaced by Petrov in

December 1980, has not been identified ir a new position. Since he

turned 72 years old in 1981, there is a good chance that he became an

Inspector-Advisor in the General Inspectorate of the Ministry of Defense.

rA
24



The Ground Forces CINC slot is the one that most N1 commanders

hope to attain in order to move on to more responsible jobs. The

CINC job, however, as noted above, has a tendency to disappear. On

25 February 1950, the Armed Forces Ministry was split into the Navy

Ministry and the War Ministry. Probably as a result of this reorgani-

zation the positions of Ground Forces CINC, First Deputy CINC and Chief

of Main Staff were abolished. Ten days after Stalin's death on 5 March

1953, the two ministries were reunited into a single Ministry of Defense.

Subsequent reorganizations required the shifting of major military

commanders; MDs were consolidated; officers were promoted, but it wasn't

until early 1955 (probably in March) that the top Ground Forces positions

were recreated and Konev was returned to his post as CINC.

Nine years later in August 1964, at least the top three Ground

Forces positions were abolished once again. Two months later, Khrushchev

was deposed, accused of "phrase-mongering, (building a) personality cult

and hasty decisions".15 If the abolition of Chuykov's job as Ground

Forces CINC was one of Khrushchev's hasty decisions, it was not recti-

fied until April 1967, when I. G. Pavlovskiy became a deputy minister

of defense. His responsibility was presumably to recreate the Ground

Forces high command of which he became head in November 1967.

Despite the fact that the job has disappeared from time to time,

it is still a key stepping stone to more important jobs. Because that

is true, it is, then, worthwhile to see if a "fast track" exists that

leads to the top Ground Forces job.

Examination of the Ground Forces CINCa careers shows that: (1)

three (Zhukov, Grechko, and Chuykov) of the seven were GSFG CINCs before

becoming Ground Forc-s CINCs -- two held the GSFG post when they were
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designated for Ground Forces CINC; (2) two (Grechko and Chuykov) of the

three with GSFG -ommand experience were commanders of the Kiev Mn; (3)

and three (Malinovskiy, Pavlovskiy, and Petrov) of the seven followed

the route from Far East commander (and except for Petrov, who was pro-

bably Far East Forces CINC -- a position superior to the Far East MD)

directly to become Ground Forces CINC. Presented below are the careers

of those who have served in the top positions of the GSFG, Kiev and

Far East MDs.
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GROUP OF SOVIET FORCES (GSFG) COItAOflERS-IN-CHIEF

G. K. First Deputy GSFG CINC Odessa MD Ural MD First Deputy
Zhukov Supreme commander commander Defense

CINC Minister

V. D. Deputy GSFG CINC First Deputy General General
Sokolovskly GSFG CINC Defense Staff Inspector

Minister Chief

V. I. First Deputy GSFG CINC Kiev MD GF CINC General
Chuykov GSFG CINC commander Inspector

A. A. Kiev MD GSFG CINC GF CINC WPF CINC Defense
Grechko commander Minister

M. V. Leningrnd GSFG CINC Gencral General General
Zakharov M Staff Staff Staff

commander Chief Academy Chief
Chief

I. I. First Deputy GSFG CINC* First Deputy GSFG CINC Kiev MD WPF
Yakubovskiy GSFG CINC GSFG CINC commander CINC

I. S. General GSFG CINC* General
Konev Inspector Inspector

P. K. Kiev MD GSFG CINC General
Koshevoy commander Inspector

V. G. Kiev MD GSFG CINC General WPF CINC
Kulikov commander Staff

Chief

S. K. Tranecau- GSFG CINC Rear
Kurkotkin casus MD Services

commander Chief

Ye. F. Moscow MD GSFC CINC Belorussian
Ivanovskiy commander MD

commander

M. M. Belorussian GSFG CINC
Zaytsev MD

commander

* In August 1961, during the Berlin crisis, Yakubovskiy was reduced to
First Deputy GSFG CINC so that Marshal I. S. Konev, a World War 1I
hero, could be put in charge of the Soviet troops facing Allied troops
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The following facts concerning the GSFG CINCs are worth noting:

(1) since 1945, 12 officers have been GSFG CINCs;

(2) eighL of these 12 have gone on to jobs at the deputy-minister level;

4 •(3) six have advanced to first-deputy-minister status;

(4) two have become defense ministers.

(5) Before becoming GSFG CINC, four officers were First Deputy GSFG

CINCs and a fifth a Deputy GSFG CINC. Promotion from within the

command has occurred in almost half of these cases.

(6) Five GSFG CINCs were Kiev MD commanders; on two occasions the

commanders of these two commands have succeeded each other. In

probably the month of May 1953, GSFG CINC Chuykov and Kiev MD

commander Grechko replaced each other; and in January 1965, GSFG

CINC Yakubovskiy and Kiev MD commander Koshevoy exchanged jobs.

The most recent change in command concerning the 'SFG CINC involved

a double succession like those which earlier involved the Kiev MD. On

4 December 1980, GSFG CINC Ivanovskiv and Belorussian MD commander

Zaytstv replaced each other. Certain western analysts have stated that

Ivanovskiy's move to the Belorussian MD was no promotion and have implied
16

that he is being eased into retirement. In the two earlier instances,

the two officers who were transferred to the Kiev MD -- at first glance,

a demotion -- went on to become Ground Forces CINC (Chuvkov) and Warsaw

Fact Forces CINC (Yakubovskly). The same pattern may hold true for

Ivanovskiy.

(cont. from p. 27) in Germany. The move was designed to intimidate

the West wi.th Konev's credentials as one of the Soviet marshals who led
the final advance on Berlin in 1945. After the furor died down, Konev
was quietly returned to the General Inspectorate in April 1962 and
Yakubovskiy resumed his post.
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(7) Finally, none of the GSFG CINCs ever served as Far East MD comman-
der.

As can be seen by reviewing the careers of the Kiev MD commanders,

their paths are intertwined with the careers of the GSFG CINCs. There-

fore the remarks concerning the CSFG also apply to the Kiev MD.

KIEV MILITARY DISTRICT COMMANDERS

A. A. Kiev MD GSFG CINC GF CINC WPF CIN
Grechko commander

V. I. GSFG CINC Kiev MD GF CINC General
Chuykov commander Inspector

I. I. First Deputy GSFG CINC Kiev MD UTF CINC
Yakubovskiy GSFG CINC commander

V. G. Army Kiev MD GSFG CINC General WPF CIN I
Kulikov Commander commander Staff

Chief

G.I. Kiev MD GF Deputy Trans-
Salmanov commander CINC for baykal MD

Combat commander
Training

I. A. First Deputy Central Kiev MD
Gerasimov Carpathian Group of commander

MD Forces
commander commander

27
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FAR EAST MILITARY DISTRICT (FED) CO10ANDERS

M. A. FEMD First Deputy Higher

Purkayev commander Far East Education
Forces CINC Institut-

ions Chief,

MOD

N.I. FEMD First Deputy Ural MD Leningrad*
Krylov commander FEMD commander MD

commander commander

R. Ya. Far East FEMD GF CINC Defense
Malinovskiy Forces commander Minister

CINC

V. A. FED Chief FEMD Belorussian Deputy General
Pen'kovskiy of Staff commander 1D Defense Inspector

commander Minister
for Combat
Training

Ya. G. Ural MD FEMD Chief, General
Kreyzer commander commander "Vystrel" Inspector

Courses

I. G. Volga MD FEMD GF CINC
Pavlovskiy commander commander

0. A. Fiist Deputy FEMD Chief,
Losik FEMD commander Armored

commander Academy

V. F. Siberian MD FDM SRF CINC
Tolubko commander commander

V. I. FEND Chief FEND First Deputy Far East GF CINC
Petrov of Staff commander GF CINC Forces CINC

I. M. Belorussian FEMD
Tret'yak MD commander

commander

* Krylov's distinguished career continued in the following positions:

Moscow MD commander and then SRF CINC.
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The careers of the Far East MD commanders have followed different

paths from those in the GSFG or Kiev .), yet 60% of the former FEMD

has "produced" one Minister of Defense, one Deputy Minister for Combat

Training, two Strategic Rocket Forces CINCs and two Ground Forces CINCs.

Three CINCs have come through the Far East MD since 1967.

AND NOW

Since the late 1960's the fast track has moved away from the European

USSR where, until then, it had been predominant. One indication that the

track has changed its path is the matter of rank. Since the time of

the tensions and incidents along the Sino-Soviet border in the late 1960's,

commanders of MDs that are directly on the border with China have all been

senior officers having the rank of General of the Army. The grade

"inflation" occurred in the Central Asian MD (February 1968), Transbaykal

MD (February 1969) and Far East MD (April 1970). Since approximately the

same time, the MD commanders in other, less vital, areas have held the

rank of General-Colonel instead of the higher General of the Army rank

that their predecessors held. The grade "deflation" occurred in:

Leningrad (1967), Moscow (from 1968 - 1977 and from 1980), North Caucasus,

Transcaucasus (1969), and Turkestan (1969) MDs.

Another indication that the fast track has changed concerns the

membership on the CPSU Central Committee (CC) by military commanders.

The majority of MD commanders who are members or candidates of the CPSU

CC are from MDs that border China. (See Appendix IV for a list of military

men in the CPSU CC.) By comparing maps 13 and 14, one can see the

following changep: (1) the Baltic MD commander, who in 1976 was a candi-

date member CC CPSU, in 1981 is a member of the Central Auditing Commission

31
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(CAC) -- a reduction in political rank of one level; (2) the Transbaykal

MD commander in 1976 was a CAC member, and in 1981 a CPSU CC member --

an increase in rank of two levels; (3) the Turkestan ýM commander, who in

1976 had no Central Committee status, in 1981 is a candidate member of

the CPSU CC -- an increase in rank of two levels. These changes indi-

' cate that people of greater political reliability and military ability

in the eyes of the Party leadership have been placed in critical MD

commands along the southern border of the Soviet Union. Now the fast

track has divided. Part travels through the western border districts,

part through the southern border districts.

In summary, the fast track ran through the Group of Soviet Forces

in Germany, Kiev ID and immediately after the war, through the Far

East MD to the Ground Force CINC position and from there to even higher

positions until late 1969. Since then a number of factors (increased

rank of MD commanders on the Chinese border, decreased rank of commanders

in less vital MDs, greater political rank of commanders of M1Ds on the

southern border, the reported creation of a theater coammand in the Far

East) indicate that the Soviet Union is re-orienting its forces so that

they face the Chinese with a more reliable, more efficient structure of

highly-qualified, capable commanders.
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APPENDIX I

Note:

All boundaries named in this paper refer to boundaries as

they were drawn at the time of the organizational action affectinLg

the military district.

The information in this appendix is dzawn exclusively from the

Soviet Military Encyclopedia. If you wish to check the source

material for information concerning a military district, look under

the entry for that MD. Some MDs -- particularly those that no longer

ex~ist -- do nit have a 3eparate listing. In those cases, determine

which MD absorbed the MD not listed under its own heading and look

ir. the entry for that MD.
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The Siberian MD (27) was formed on 3 December 1919 by a decree of

the Siberian Revolutionary Committee. In 1922 the MD (which had already

been renamed twice) moved its headquarters from Omsk to what is now

Novosibirsk. During the Second World War its territory comprised the

Tyumen', Tomsk, Omsk, Novosibirsk, Kemerovo, Irkutsk oblasts, Krasnoyarsk

and Altay Provinces, and Yakutsk ASSR. In October 1944 the Tuva Autono-

mous Oblast was added to the MD.

On 9 July 1945 the MD was renamed the West Siberian MD (42). In

September the Krasnoyarsk Province and Tuva AO were transferred to what

by 1 October had become the East Siberian HD (11). The Irkutsk oblast

and Yakutsk ASSR were also included in the M',D's area of responsibility.

MD headquarters, established on the field command of the 50th Army,

were located in Irkutsk.

In April-May 1953 the East Siberian MD was disbanded, its head-

quarters disestablished, and its troops and territory were split up.

The Krasnoyarsk Province and Tuva AO became part of the West Siberian

MD; the Yakutsk ASSR and Irkutsk oblast were transferred to the Trans-

baykal %M (35). The last significant change occurred in 1956 when the

West Siberiar MD was renamed the Siberian MD.

The Maritime MD (20) was formed in September 1945, probably by the

same directive by which the Far East MD was established. MariLime MD

headquarters, based on the field command of the First Far East Front,

were situated in Voroshilovsk (now Ussurisk). The MD comprised all the

Maritime Province except for the area north of the Samarga river. MD

personnt±l 'i ue n•- within the M, but g Sovia in

stationed in North Korea and on the Kwangtung peninsula.
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The Far East MD (12) was created by a directive of the Stavka

of the Soviet Supreme High Command (VGK) on 10 September 1945. Its

headquarters, formed from the field command of the Second Far East

Front, were located on Sakhalin Island in the city of Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk.

Its territory comprised Kamchatka and Sakhalin oblasts, the Kurile

Islands, and part of the Maritime Province north of the Samarga river.

According to the Soviet Military Encyclopedia, the territory in the Lower

Amur oblast eastward from Konsomolsk--na-Amure along the Amur river (see

map 3) was under the administrations of the Far East and the Transbaykal-

Amur MDs simultaneously. During 1946 the Far East MD grew as several

regions of the Magadan oblast and the remaining areas of the Lower Amur

oblast were removed from the jurisdiction of the Transbaykal-Amur MD.

On 23 April 1953, the Minister of Defense ordered that the Far East

MD be reorganized. Within a month the Maritime MD had been disbanded

and its troops and territory absorbed by the Far East MD. The reorganized

MD was now headquartered in Khabarovsk and staffed by the command of the

Far East Forces (dissolved by the 23 April order). The MD comprised the

Amur, Kamchatka, Sakhalin oblasts, Maritime and Khabarovsk Provinces

and the Jewish AO. The boundaries of the MD have not changed since 1953.

In October 1945 the Transbaykal-Amur MD (36) was created. Its

headquarters, formed from the field command of the Transbaykal Front,

were situated in Khabarovsk. Its territory included the Buryat-Mongolian

ASSR, Chita oblast, and part of Khabarovsk Province (without Kamchatka

and Sakhalin oblasts) and possibly part of the Lower Amur oblast eastward

along the Amur river from Komsomolsk-na-Amure.
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S !~n May 1947 the Transbaykal-Amur MD was renamed the Transbaykal n3 (35).
The newly-renamed MD had responsibility only for the Chita oblast and the

Buryat-Mongolian ASSR. Although the MD headquarters remained in Chita,

the headquarters staff did not. The MD commander, Marshal R. Ya.

Malinovskiy became Commander-in-Chief of the Far East Forces and his

staff became the Far East Forces staff. The new Transbaykal MD head-

quarters staff was formed from the field command of the 36th Army.

iL 1953 the Transbaykal MD assumed its present configuration: the

Chita oblast was reduced in size by half -- the eastern portiun,

renamed the Amur oblast, became part of the Far East MD; and the Yakutsk

ASSR and the Irkutsk oblast from the East Siberian MD became part of the

Transbaykal MD.
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In Aueust 1943, the Orel MD (26) was formed wiLh its headquarters

in Voronezh. Its territory included Kursk and Orel oblasts, taken

from the Moscow MD and Voronezh oblast, taken from the Volga MD. On

30 October 1943, Tambov oblast was added and in July 1944, the Bryansk

oblast became part of the MD.

On 9 July 1945, the Orel MD was renamed the Voronezh MD (41).

By the following month, the new headquarters had been formed from the

staffs of the Orel MD and the 6th Army. In February 1946, the Voronezh

MD became a territorial district; in August of the same year, it was

disbanded. It is not certain if its troops and territory became part

of the Moscow MD as they did after the HD was disbanded a second time

fourteen years later, or if they were integrated into the Kiev MD.

In June 1949, the Voronezh MD was formed once more on its old

territory. In 1953, probably in May, when the Gor'kiy MD was disbanded

and the Moscow MD underwent border changes, three oblasts were added

to the 1M: Lipetsk, Belgorod and Balashov (in 1956, the Balashov

oblast was integrated into the Saratov oblast and became part of the

Volga MD). In August 1960, the MD was disbanded and its territory

became part of the Moscow MD.

The Smolensk MD (28) was formed on 9 July 1945 with its head-

quarters located in Smolensk. Its territory included Velikiye Luki,

Kaluga, and Smolenak oblasts -- all taken from the Moscow MD. In

February 1946, it became a territorial district. In July it was dis-

banded and its troops and territory became part of the Moscow MD.

The Gor'kiy MD (13), formed in July 1945, was headquartered in the

,Aity Of -or . 1t2 territ.o r rnmprlsed, or'kiv, Ivanovo, Kostroma

oblasts and the Mordoviin ASSR. In Februaty 1946 it became a territorial

43
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district and in May was disbanded. The three oblasts were transferred

to the Moscow MD while the Mordovian ASSR became part of the Volga MD.

In June 1949 the 1D was recreated on its former territory and on the

Kirov oblast and Mary and Chuvash ASSRs. In May 1953 the MD was disbanded

again. The Kirov oblast was transferred to the Ural MD (39); the Mary

and Chuvash ASSRs became part of the Volga MD; and the Gor'kiy, Kostroma,

and Ivanovo oblasts were integrated into the Moscow MD.

The Moscow MD (221, created on 4 May 1918 by a decree of the Soviet

of Peoples' Commissars, was headquartered in the city of Moscow. During

World War II, even during the worst days of the winter of 1941 when the

Germans were nearing the Moscow city gates, the MD was never disbanded as

other threatened and overrun MDs were. The MD underwent several postwa,

boundary changes, which have been recounted in the descriptions of the

Smolensk, Voronezh, and Gor'kiy MDs. Today the MD comprises Moscow

City, Belgorod, Bryansk, Vladimir, Voronezh, Gor'kiy, Ivanovo, Kalinin,

Kaluga, Kostroma, Kursk, Lipetsk, Moscow, Orel, Ryazan', Smolensk, Tambov,

Tula, and Yaroslavl' oblasts.

The Kazan' MD (14), whose headquarters were formed in Kazan' from the

48th Army, was created in August 1945. Its territory included Kirov

oblast, the Tatar, Udmurt, Mary, and Chuvash ASSRa. In February 1946, it

became a territorial district and was disbanded three months later. Its

territory and troops became part of the Volga MD.

The Volga MD (40) was created on 4 May 1918. During World War II

the MD served as a training area for troops and reserves before they

were sent to the front. In May 194b, upon the dissolution of the Gor'kiy

and Kazan' MDs, their territory was incorporated into the Volga MD.

In June 1949 those regions that were previously in the Gor'kiy -MD were
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separated once more as the Gor'kiy MD was brought back into existence.

In May 1953 the territory once again became part of the Volga MD, when

the Gor'kiy MD was disbanded a second time. Today the MD, whose head-

quarters are in Kuybyshev, comprises Kuybyshev, Orenburg, Saratov,

Ul'yanovsk and Penza oblasts and the Tatar, Bashkir, Mary, Mordovian,

and Chuvash ASSRs.
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On 4 June 1926 the USSR Revolutionary Military Council (Revvoensovet)

ordered that the Transcaucasus Front be renamed the Central Asian MD (9).

During World War II many units and soyedinenie were formed and trained

in the HD before being sent to fight the German army. After the war, on

9 July 1945 the Turkestan MD (38) and the Steppe MD (32) were created on

the territory of the Central Asian MD. The Turkestan MD, consisting of

the Turkmen, Uzbek, Tadzhik, and Kirgiz SSRs, located its headquarters

(formerly the Central Asian MD headquarters) in Tashkent.

The Steppe MD headquarters, established on the field command of the

4th Shock Army, were set up in Alma-Ata. The MD comprised the Kazakhstan

SSR without the three northwestern oblasts: Aktyubinsk, Gur'ev, and

Western Kazakhstan. In Februaky 1946, it became a terriLorial district.

On 5 May 1946 the district was dissolved, its headquarters disestab-

lished, and its troops and territory were integrated into the Turkestan

MD.

Upon the dissolution of the South Ural MD on 15 January 1958, the

MD received the three northwestern oblasts of the Kazakh SSR. in August

1969, probably in response to deteriorating relations with Soviet's

giant Asian neighbor, the Turkestan MD was divi.ed so that the area

bordering China came under the new Central Asian MD. Its terriLory

comprised the Kazakh, Kirgiz and Tadzhik SSRs, with headquarters in

Alma-Ate. The Turkestan MD, headquartered still in Tashkent, retained

responsibility for the Turkmen and Uzbek SSRs.

The South Ural MD (29) was formed on 26 - vember 1941. Its terri-

tory included the Chkalov (now Orenburg), Western Kazakhstan, Aktyubinsk,

Gur'ev oblasts and the Bashkir ASSR. Its headquarters, formerly those

if the Orel ?1D, were located at Chkalov. Like other rear area MDs, its

48
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mission during the war was the organization, fitting out, and training

of new units and soyedinenie for the front. Reserves were also deployed

in the MD.

In connectior with the move to consolidate lDs, on 15 January 1958

the South Ural MD was disbanded, its headquarters disestablished, and

its troops and territory split up between the Volga MD (40) -- receiving

Orenburg oblast and Bashkir ASSR -- and the Turkestan MD (Western

Kazakhstan, Aktyubirsk, and Gur'ev oblasts).

L

49



u 0

4 - '

-'-. 'oH/ ~ o 44

* /'.7. ' ' '.- -3O

,_2A

cc .¶*\-



C.-

Go

t-

Q --

cg)

00
C-J

C--

in

ED

Col

C51
oz C.



In August 1945 two MDs were created from the Transcaucasus Front.

The field command of the 69th Army served as the base for the new Baku

MD (2) headquarters which were located in Baku. The MD included the

Azerbaydzhan SSR and the Dagestan ASSR.

The Tbilisi MD (34) headquarters, formed from the field command

of the Transcaucasus Front, were located in Tbilisi. The district

was composed of the Georgian and Armenian SSRs.

In May 1946 the Baku and Tbilisi MDs were united to become the

Transcaucasus MD (37) which comprised the Armenian, Azerbaydzhan,

Georgian SSRs and the Dagestan and North Ossetian ASSRs. The Baku MID

commander, General I. I. Maslennikov, became the Transcaucasus MD

commander. The final boundary change occurred one month later when the

Dagestan and North Ossetian ASSRs became part of the North Caucasus

MD (23).

:1
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The North Caucasus M (23) was formed on 2 July 1943 after the

Germans had been expelled from the area. Its headquarters were estab-

lished on the command of the Transcaucasus Front at Armavir from which

they were moved to Rostov-na-Donu. After the war, on 9 July 1945, the

MD was divided to become three MDs:

(1) Kuban (17) -- made up of the Krasnodar Province, headquartered at

Krasnodar;

(2) Don (10) -- comprising the Rostov, Stalingrad, and Astrakhan

oblasts, headquartered at Rostov-na-Donu; and

(3) Stavropol' (30) -- including Stavropol' Province, Groznyy oblast

and the Kabardian and North Ossetian ASSRs, head-

quartered at Stavropol'.

On Z, February 1946, the Don MD was renamed North Caucasus MD and

the Stavropol' MD became a territorial district subordinate to the North

Caucasus MD. In May of the same year, the Stavropol' and Kuban MDs

disbanded, their headquarters disestablished, and their troops and

territory were transferred to the North Caucasus 1D0. One month later,

the Dagestan and North Ossetian ASSRs were removed from the Transcaucasus

MD to become part of the North Caucasus MD.

In August 1949 the North Caucasus MD was renamed the Don MD and its

territory reduced to three oblasts: Stalingrad, Rostov, and Astrakhan --

the territory of the earlier Don MD. The headquarters remained in Rostov-

na-Donu. The rest of the area became the responsibility of a new North

Caucasus MD, headquartered in Krasnodar. These actions were considered

,17
necessary in order to counter certain "troop command conditions' that

required that there be an MD on the Kuban river and one on the Don.

, , , l l i II I I5



The conditions had evidently changed by 16 October 1953, (the date

of North Caucasus MD commander General-Colonel S. G. Trofimenko's death)

for three weeks later, on 9 November the Don MD was integrated into the

North Caucasus MD. The MD has not undergone any further major changes

involving its territory.
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The Khar'kov MD (15) was formed on 25 September 1943 and named for

the city in which t'- MD was probably headquartered. Its territory included

Khar'kov, Stalino (now Donets), Voroshilovgrad, Poltava, Sumy, Chernigov,

Dnepropetrovsk, and Zaporozh'e oblasts and the Crimean ASSR. On 23 March

1944 the Zaporozh'e oblast and Crimean ASSR became part of the Odessa MD.

In February 1946 it became the Khar'kov territorial district, subordinate

to the Kiev MD. In June of the same year, it was disbanded, its head-

quarters disestablished, and its troops and territory became part of the

Kiev MD.

The Kiev MD (16),.which had been incorporated into the Southwest

Front in September 1941, was formed again on 15 October 1943 after the

Germans had been evicted from the area. The MD, headquartered in Kiev,

comprised the Cherkassk, Kiev, Kirovograd, Vinnitsa, and Zhitomir oblasts.

As neighboring MDs were created, territory was removed from the Kiev MD

until, in March 1944, only two oblasts remained: the Kiev and Cherkassk.

The dissolution of the Khar'kov MD and the addition of its troops and

territory to the Kiev MD in June 1946 swelled the MD to its present

dimensions.

The Odessa MD (25) was created by order of the People's Commissariat

of Defense on 23 March 1944. Its headquarters were established in Kirovo-

grad; its territory included the Zaporozh'e oblast and Crimean ASSR (for-

merly part of the Khar'kov MD), Kherson, Kirovograd (taken from the Kiev

MD), Nikclaev, and Odessa oblasts and the Moldavian ASSR.

When the Tauric MD (33) was formed in July 1945, it comprised three

territories taken from the Odessa MD: Kherson and Zaporozh'e oblasts and

the Crimean ASSR. The MD headquarters, based on the field commands of the

22nd and the Independent Maritime Arnies, were located in Simferopol'.
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During the consolidation of MDs in April 1956, the Tauric MD was disbanded,

its headquarters disestablished, and its troops and territory included in

the Odessa MD.

The L'vov MD (19) was formed in May 1944 on the territory freed from

the Germans in the Western Ukraine. In June and July 1944, MD headquarters

were in Rovno; from August 1944 until June 1946, they were in L'vov.

Initially the district included the Zhitomir (taken from the Kiev MD),

Stanislav, Drogobych, L'vov, Chernovtsy, Ternopol', Rovno, and Volynian

oblasts.

On 3 May 1946, the L'vov MD headquarters were disestablished, and

the MD was disbanded. The troops and territory became part of the Car-

pathian MD.

On 9 July 1945 the Carpathian MD (7) was formed. Its headquarters,

formed from the field command of the 4th Ukrainian Front, were located in

Chernovtsy. Its territory comprised the Vinnitsa oblast (taken from the

Kiev MD), the West Transcarpathian Ukraine (now the Transcarpathian oblast),

and Kamenets-Podolsk (now the Khmel'nitsa oblast) without the Berezdovian,

Polovian, Shepetovian, Izyaslav', and Slavutian rayons. Additionally,

three oblasts were taken from the L'vov MD: Stanislav (now Ivano-

Frankovsk), Ternopol', and Chernovtsy.

A
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In October 1943 the Belorussian MD (5), formed from the command of

the Mos jw Defense Zone, was headquartered in Smolensk. Its territory

included the Smolensk oblast and the areas of the former Belorussian MD

as they were retaken from the Germans. In July 1944 the Lithuanian SSR

was added to the MD and at the same time the Smolensk oblast was pro-

bably transferred to the Moscow MD. One month later, headquarters were

moved to Minsk. In January 1945 the 'M was renamed the Belorussian-

Lithuanian MD (6).

On 9 July 1945 the military responsibility for the area was reorganized.

The Lithuanian SSR became part of the Baltic -M; the former Belorussian-

Lithuani;n KD headquarters became the Minsk MD (21) headquarters; and the

Baranovichi MD (4) was formed from the field coumand of the Third Belo-

russian Front. It is nct ccrtain how the boundary lay between these two

MD . Tf their common border ran north-south, the Belorussian SSR would

have been divided by oblast in this manner:

F
~t

63J

i .... i . .' • •• " • • "i,!'•• • ,• ,, •:• •• ''...•~ •



Baranovichi Minek
Grodno Molodechno
Brest Polotsk
Pinsk Vitebsk
Baranovichi Miusk

Mogilev

Bobruysk
Gomel,
Mo7yrt

and the map would have looked like this:

'-3

._7

If the border ran east-west, the division would have been:

Grodno Molodechno
Brest Polotsk
Pinsk Vitebsk.
Baranovichi Minsk
Bobruysc Mogilev
Mozyr'

Gomel'

64
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This arrangement lasted only a short rime, for in February 1946, the

two MI~s were combined once more to form the Belorussian MD. The Baranovichi

MD headquarters were moved to Bobruysk to become the headquarters staff

p ~of the Belorussian MD. In this way M~arshal S. K. Timoshenko and his

~~ battle-proven staff replaced General-Lieutenant V. F. Yakovlev, On' had

less combat experience, as the commander of an extremely important border

region.

Since early 1946 the borders of the district have remained unchanged.

IF
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The Special MD (30) was formed 9 July 1945. Its headquarters were

formed from the field command of the llth Guards Army and were located

in Konigsberg (now Kaliningrad). Its territory comprised the northern

part of what was formerly East Prussia.

The Baltic MD (3) was also created on 9 July 1945. Its head-

quarters, based on the field command of the ist Baltic Front, were located

in Riga. Its territory included the Lithuanian SSR (formerly part of the

Belorussian-Lithuanian MD (6]), Latvian and Estonian SSRs.

On 27 February 1946 the Special MD was disbanded and its troops and

territory (the present-day Kaliningrad oblast) became part of the Baltic

MD. There have been no subsequent boundary changes.
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In March 1940 the Arkhangel'sk MD (1) was formed on the command of

the 15th Army. Its territory included: Arkhangel'sk and Vologda oblasts

and the Komi ASSR. During most of the war, the MD served as a training

area for reserve troops before they were sent to front-line units. After

the Zapolyar'e area was cleared of Germans, it was added to the Arkhangel'sk

fMD which was then renamed the White Sea (43) on 15 December 1944. The

headquarters were removed from the city of Arkhangel'sk to Kem' on the

Karelian peninsula. The MD comprised the Murmansk and Pechenga oblasts

and the Karelo-Finnish SSR in addition to the area mentioned above.

In February 1946, when the Arkhangel'sk MD was re-established, it

recovered its original territory, and its headquarters formed on the field

command of the Second Shock Army, were located in Arkhangel'sk.

On 1 July 1951 the Arkhangel'sk MD was renamed the White Sea MD. The

original White Sea MD was renamed the Northern MD (24). The headquarters

remained in their respective cities. This configuration lasted until

April 1956, when the White Sea 4D was disbanded and its troops and terri-

tory became part of the Northern ,D, thus repeating the action of 15

December 1944. In March 1960, the Northern MD was disbanded and its terri-

tory was distributed -- the Arkhangel'sk, Vologda, and Murmansk oblasts and

the Karelian ASSR went to the Leningrad MD (18); the Komi ASSR becamc part

of the Ural MD (39).

In July 1945, the field command of the Leningrad Front became the

headquarters (located in Leningrad) of the Leningrad MD (18). The MD

included Pskov, Leningrad, and Novgorod oblasts. In March 1960, the MD

assumed its present size when the Northern MD (less the Komi ASSR) became

parr. of the MD.

The Ural MD (39) was formed on 4 May 1918. It was not dissolved

during the Second World War, but remained intact to serve as a training
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area for recruits and reserves. At the end of ýhe war, its territory

comprised the Kurgan, Perm', Chelyabinsk, and Sverdlovsk oblasts. The

MD was headquartered in Sverdlovsk. In May 1953, the Kirov oblast was

transferred from the Gor'kiy MD to the Ural MD. In March 1960, the MD

underwent its final change when the Komi ASSR was added to it. I
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APPENDIX II

MILITARY DISTRICTS

*No. NAME IN EXISTENCE

FROM TO

1.Arkhangel'sk a) Mar 1940 15 Dec 1944

b) Feb 1946 1 Jul 1951

2 Baku Aug 1945 May 1946

3 Baltic 9 Jul 1945 PRESENT

4 Baranovichi 9 Jul 1945 Feb 1946

5 Belorussian a) Oct 1943 Jan 1945

b) Feb 1946 PRESENT

6 Belorussian- Jan 1945 Jul 1945

Lithuanian

7 Carpathian 9 Jul 1945 PRESENT

8 Caucasus Probably did not exist; see note in Appendix III

9 Central Asian a) 4 Jun 1926 9 Jul 1945

b) Aug 1969 PRESENT

10 Don a) 9 Jul 1945 4 Feb 1946

"b) Aug 1949 9 Nov 1953

ii East Siberian Sep 1945 Apr 1953

12 Far East 10 Sep 1945 PRESENT

13 Gor'kiy a) Jul 1945 May 1946

b) Jun 1949 May 1953

14 Kazan' Aug 1945 May 1946

15 Khar'kov 25 Sep 1943 Jun 1946

16 Kiev 15 Oct 1943 PRESENT

17 Kuban 9 Jul 1945 May 1946
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18 Leningrad 20 July 1945 PRESENT

19 L'vov May 1944 3 May 1946

20 Maritime Sep 1945 May 1953

21 Minsk 9 Jul 1945 Feb 1946

22 Moscow 4 May 1918 PRESENT

23 North Caucasus a) 2 Jul 1943 9 Jul 1945

b) 4 Feb 1946 PRESENT

24 Northern 1 Jul 1951 Mar 1960

25 Odessa 23 Mar 1944 PRESENT

26 Orel Aug 1943 9 Jul 1945

27 Siberian a) 3 Dec 1919 Sep 1945

b) 1956 PRESENT

28 Smolensk 9 Jul 1945 Jul 1946 1

29 Southern Ural 26 Nov 1941 15 Jan 1958

30 Special 9 Jul 1945 27 Feb 1946

31 Stavropol' 9 Jul 1945 May 1946

32 Steppe 9 Jul 1945 5 May 1946

33 Tauric Jul 1945 Apr 1956

34 Thlisi Aug 1945 May 1946

35 Transbaykal May 1947 PRESENT

36 Transbaykal-Amur Oct 1945 May 1947

37 Transcaucasus May 1946 PRESENT

38 Turkestan 9 Jul 1945 PRESENT

39 Ural 4 May 1918 PRESENT

40 Volga 4 May 1918 PRESENT
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41 Voronezh a) 9 Jul 1945 Aug 1946

b) Jun 1949 Aug 1960

42 West Siberian 9 Jul 1945 1956

43 White Sea 15 Dec 1944 Apr 1956

* The number in the left column refers to the number by which the MIs

are identified on the accompanying maps.

7
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APPENDIX III

MILITARY DISTRICT COMMANDERS (by MD)

This appendix is a listing of the commanders of each military district

since at least 1 January 1945. The following explanations should make

reading it easier.

Arkhangel'sk (1) = Arkhangel'sk is the name of the MD

(1) is the number used to identify the Arkhangel'sk MI.

on accompanying maps.

Ranks G-M General-Major

G-L General-Lieutenant

G-C General-Colonel

G-A General of the Army

MSU Marshal of the Soviet Union

G-C/G-A Indicates that the individual received a promotion b
while serving in this position.

TO . . . FROM

1946 - date as listed iin source material

(Jan) - date based on result of analysis; not stated in source material

(-Jan) - should be read "some time before (and possibly including) January".

(+Jan) - should be read "some time after (and possibly including Jantary".

it_ - last two entry types are used wh n the general period

is known with less certainty than ii the first two initances. h
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ARKHA1NGEL'SK (1)

Fedyuninskiy, 1. 1. G-C 1946 1947

Shc<herbakov, V. I. G-L 1947 (-Jun) 1949

Frolov, V. A. G-C (Jun' 1949 1 Jul 1951

BAKU (2)

Kolpakchi, V. Ya. Aug 194- (+Oct) 1945

Maslennikov, I. I. G-A (+Oct) 1945 May 1946

BALTTC (3)

Bagramyan, 1. Kh. G-A 9 lul 1945 1954

Gorbatov, A. V. G-C/G-A 1954 (-Apr) 1958

Batov, P. I. C-A (Apr) 1958 1959

Gusakovskiy, i. I. G-L/G-C 1959 (-Mar) 1963

Khetagurov, G. i. G-C/G-A (,Mar) 1963 1 9l

Uovorov, V. L. G-C 1971 (-Jul) 1972

Mayorov, A. M. G-C/G-. Jul 1972 (-26 Dec) 1980

Postnikov, S. I. c-C -26 Dec 1980

BA.,RNOVICtII (4)

Timosherko. b.K. MSU (9) Jul 1945 Feb 1946

BELORUSSIAN, (5)

Yakovle-,. V. F. O Jan 1945-MD dis-

7Timoshen'.o, S. K. MSU 'pr) 1946 banded

Trofimeniko, S. C. 0-C (Ap.. -Aug) 1•09

'iimoshenk•, S. K. :.-iU (Aug' (-Apr) 1960

Komarov, V. N. G-C (Apr (Jul) 1961

Pen'kovskiy, V. A. G-A (Jul) 19lb (Jul) 1964

Maryakhin, S. S. G-C Jul 1964 (Sep) 1967

Tree'Myak, . - Sep 1967 (-May) 1976

Zcyvsev, M.V. G-C/G-.t -10 Jun 1976 4 Dec 1980

Iva~jovk•ki., Ye. F. 6-A 4 Dec 1980

BELORUSS1AN-LITHUA-NIAN (6)

YOKovlev, V. I. G.- L 445 (9) Jul 1945 Mb disbanc
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CARPATHIAN (7)

Yaremenko, A. I. G-A 9 Jul 1945 (-Feb) 1946 I
Galitskiy, K. N. G-C Feb 1946 1951
Konev, I. S. MSU 1951 (-20 Mar) 1955
Batov, P. I. G-A (-20 Mar) 1955 (-Apr) 1958
Getman, A. L. G-C/G-A (-Apr) 1958 (Jun) 1964 I
Lashchenko, P. N. G-C Jul 1964 (-Oct) 1967
Bisyarin, V. L. G-C (-Oct) 1967 1969
Obaturov, G. I. G-L/G-C 1970 (-JuDl 1973
Varennikov, V. I. G-C/G-A Jul 1973 (-4 Oct) 1979

SBelikov, V. A. G-C (-4 Oct) 1979

CAUCASUS (8

SGusev, N. I. G-C (+May) 1945 1946

(Although cited in the Soviet Military Encyclopedia, this MD
probably did not exist because: (1) during the time Gusev was
supposedly commanding the Caucasus MD, he was Kazan' MD commander;
(2) all tercitory in the Caucasus was subordinated to other MDs
at this time, thereby leaving no territory available for allocation
to this MD. For these reasons, I presume that the citation in the
SME was probably erroneous, and that the reference was actually
to the Kazan' MD.)

CENTRAL ASLAN (9)

Lyashchenko, N. G. G-A Aug 1.969 (Nav) 1977
Lushev, P. G. G-C Nov 1977 (.-ll Dec) 19P0
Yazov, D. T. G--C (-3 Feb) 1981

DON (10)

Belov, P. A. G-C ' Jul 1945 feb 1946
Romanovskiy, V. Z. G-C Aug 1949 (Jan) 1952
Zakhvitayev, N. D. C.-C Jan 1952 9 Nov 1953 MD die-

banded

EAST SIBERIAN (ii)

Romanenko, P. . G-C 1 OcL 1945 1947
Zakharov, G. F. G-A 1947 1950
Gusev, D. N. C-C 1950 1951
Boldin, 1. V. (,-C 19:1 May 1953 HD dis-

banded
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FAR EkST (12)

Purkayev, M. A. G-A (+10 Sep) 1945 Jan 1947

Krylov, N. I. G-C (Jan) 1947 (-23 Apr) 1953
Malinovskiy, R. Ya. MSU (23 Apr) 1953 (Mar) 1956
Pen'kovskiy, V. A. G-C/G-A (Mar) 1956 (-Jul) 1961
Kreyzer, Ya. G. G-C/G-A Jul 1961 (-Nov) 1963
Pavlovskly, I. G. G-C (Nov) 1963 (Apr) 1967
Losik, 0. A. G-C (Apr) 1967 (May) 1969
Tolubko, V. F. G-C/G-A (May) 1969 (Apr) 1972
Petrov, V. I. G-C/G-A Apr 1972 (May) 1976
Tret'yak, I. M. G-C/G-A May 1976

GOR'KIY (13)

Smirnov, I. K. G-L Jul 1945 May 1946 MD dis-
banded

Shcherbakov, V. I. G-L .'un 1949 May 1953 MD dis-
banded

KAZAN' (14)

Lyapin , P. I. G-L Aug 1945 Oct 1945
Gusev, N. I. G-C (Oct) 1945 7eb 1946 MD dis-

banded
May 194

KHAR'KOV (15)

Kurbatkin, P. S. G-M/G-L Jun 1944 Jul 1945
Tyulenev, I. V. G-A Jul 1945 Jun 1946 MD dis-

banded

KIEV (16)

Gerasimenko, V. F. G-L 1944 1945
Grechko, A. A. G-C (May?) 1945 1953
Chuykov, V. I. G-A/MSU 1953 (-Apr) 1960
Koshavoy, P. K. G-C//--A (-Apr) 196(, (Jan) 1965
Yakubovskiy, I. I. G-A Jan 19A5 Apr 1967
Kulikov, V. G. G-C May 1967 (Oct) 1969
Salmanov, '. I. J. L/G-C (Oct) 1969 (-Jun) 1969
Gerasimpv, I. A. G-C/G-A Jun 1975

'KUB.'.N (17)

No infcrmation kr:owr about commander(s)
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LENINGRAD (18)

Popov, M.M. G-C Apr 1944 (-Jul) 1945 Front com-
mande ri Govorov, L. A. MSU 20 Jul 1945 (-27 Apr) 1946

Gusev, D. N. G--C 27 Apr 1946 (-Sep) 1949
Luchinskiy, A. A. G-C Sep 1949 (May) 1953
Zakharov, M. V. G-A 21 May 1953 (-16 Nov) 1957
Krylov, N. I. G-A 16 Nov 1957 (-26 Oct) 1960
Kazakov, M. I. G-A 26 Oct 1960 (-30 Oct) 1965I" Sokolov, S. L. G-C/G-A 30 Oct 1965 (-Apr) 1967
Shavrov, I. Ye. G-C 7 May 1967 (-5 Feb) 1973
Gribkov, A. I. G-C 5 Feb 1973 (Oct) 1976
Sorokin, M. I. G-C (-21 Oct) 1976

L'VOV (19)

Smirnov, I. K. G-L (May) 1944 (-Jul) 1945
Popov, M. M. G-C (Jul) 1945 (May) 1946 MD dis-

banded

MARITIME (20)

Meretskov, K. A. MSU Oct 1945 Jun 1947
Biryuzov, S. S. G-C Jun 1947 May 1953 MD dis-

banded

MINSK (21)

Yakovlev, V. F. G-L Jul 1945 Feb 1946
((All information in this entry assumed; no source document available))

MOSCOW (22) 4

Artem't , P. A. G-L/G-C 1941 (Jul) 1947
Meretskov, K. A. MSU (Jul) 1947 (-Jun) 1949
Artem'ev, P. A. G-C (Jun) 1949 5 Mar 1953
Moskalenko, K. S. MSU (Mar) 1953 (-Oct) 1960
Krylov, N. I. G-A/MSU (Oct) 1960 (-Mar) 1963
Beloborodov, A. P. G-A (Mar) 1963 (-Jun) 1968
Ivanovskiy, Ye. F. G-C Jun 1968 (Jul) 1972
Govorov, V. L. G-C/G-A Jul 1972 (-1l Dec) 1980
Lushev, P. G. 1-C (-ll Dec) 1980
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NORTH CAUCASUS (23)

Klykov, N. K. G-L Apr 1944 (-Dec) 1945

Belov. P. A. G-C (Feb) 1946 1948

Romanovskiy, V. Z. G-C 1948 (Aug) 1949

Trofimenko, S. G. G-C (Aug) 1949 16 Oct 1953-Died while

Pukhov, N. P. G-C (+16 Oct) 1953 (-Nov) 1953 in position

Yeremenko, A. I. G-A/MSU (Nov) 1953 (-Apr) 1958

Pliyev, I. A. G-C/G-A Apr 1958 (-Jun) 1968

Altunin, A. T. G-L/G-C Jun 1968 Oct 1970

Litovtsev, D. I. G-L/G-C (+Oct) 1970 (-May) 1976

Belikov, V. A. G-L/G-C May 1976 (-26 Sep) 1979

Posrnikov, S. I. G-L/G-C (-26 Sep) 1979 (-30 Nov) 1980
Meretskov, V. K. G-C (-30 Nov) 1980

NORTHERN (24)

Meretskov, K. A. MSU Jun 1951 May 1954

Kolpakchi, V. Ya. G-C Jun 1954 Jan 1956

Stuchenko, A. T. G-C Jan 1956 Apr 1960 MD dis-
banded

ODESSA (25)

Yushkevich, V. A. G-L/G-C Oct 1944 (-Jul) 1946
Zhukov, G. K. MSU Jul 1946 (-Feb) 1948

Pukhov, N. P. G-C Feb 1948 1951

Galitskiy, K.N. G-C 1951 1954

Radziyevskiy, A. I. G-C 1954 1959

Babadzhanyan, A. Kh. G-C 1959 1967

Lugoltsev, M. V. G-C 1967 1967

Shurupov, A. G. G-C 1968 (-May) 1974 l

Voloshin, I. M. G-L/G-C (-21 May) 1974

OREL t26)

Popov, M. T. G-L Aug 1943 Jul 1945 MD dis-
banded

SIBERIAN (27)

Kurdyumov, V. N. G-L (Apr) 1944 Apt 1945 MD renamed

Pukhov, N. P. G-C 1956 1957

Koshevoy, P. K. G-C 1957 (-Apr) 3.960

Baklanov, G. V. G-C (Apr) 1960 (-Jul) 1964

Ivanov, S. P. G-C (+Jul) 1964 (-Apr) 1968

Tolubko, V. F. G-C Apr 1968 (-May) 1969

Khovnulo, M. G. G-C (-3 Jun) 1969 1978

Snetkov, B. V. C-C Jan 1979
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SMOLENSK (28)

Davydovskiy, !. Ye. G-L Jul 1945 Nov 1945

Ozerov, F. P. G-L Nov 1945 May 1946 MD dis-
banded

SOUTH URAL (29)

Reyter, M. A. G-C 1943 1945

Zakharov, G. F. G-A (+May) 1945 (-Apr) 1946
Timoshenko, S. K. MSU (Apr) 1946 1949

Belov, P. A. G-C 1949 (-May) 1955

Kreyzer, Ya. G. C-C May 1955 15 Jan 1958 MD dis-
banded

SPECIAL (30)

Galitskiy, K. C. G-C Jul 1945 27 Feb 1946 MD dis-
banded

STAVROPOL' (31)

Korovnikov, I. T. G-L Jul 1945 Feb 1946
Yakovlev, V. F. G-L Feb 1946 May 1946 MD dis-

banded

STEPPE (32)

Kurbatkin, P. S. G-L Jul 1945 May 1946 MD dis-
banded

S--

TAURIC (33) "

Mel'nik, K. S. G-L Jul 1945 Jun 1946
PIpov, M. M. G-C/G-A Jun 1946 Jul 1954
Fomenko, S. S. G-L Jul 1954 Sep 1954 Acting

Commander

Lyudnikov, I. I. G-C Sep 1954 Jun 1956 MD dis-
banded

TBLISI (34)

Trofimenko, S. G. G-C Jul 1945 Apr 1946
Ozimin, M. I. C-L Apr 1946 May 1946 MD dis-

banded
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TRANSBAYKAL (35)

Koroteyev, K. A. C-C May 1947 1951

Gusev, D. N. G-C 1951 1953

Trotsenko, Ye. G. G-C 1953 1956

Lelyushchenko, D. D. G-C 1956 (-Feb) 1958

Kreyzer, Ya. G. G-C Feb 1958 (-Jun) 1960

Alekseyev, D. F. G.-C (Jun?) 1960 (-Apr) 1966

Belik, P. A. G-C/G-A Apr 1966 (-10 Mar) 1979

Salmanov, G. I. G-C/G-A (-10 Mar) 1979

TRANSBAYKAL-AMUR (36)

Malinovskiy, R. Ya. MSU Oct 1945 May 1947 MD dis-

banded

TRANSCAUCASUS (37)

Maslennikov, I. I. G-A May 1946 (Jan) 1947

Tolbukhin, F. I. MSU Jan 1947 17 Oct 1949-Died while

Antonov, A. I. G-A 1950 Apr 1954 in position

Fedyuninskiy, I. I. G-A (+Apr) 1954 (-Oct) 195ý

Rokossovskiy, K. K. MSU Oct 1957 (Dec) 1957

Galitskiy, K. N. G-A (Jan) 1958 (Jun) 1961

Stuchenko, A. T. G-C/G-A Jun 1961 (Apr) 1968
Kurkotkin, S. K. G-C Apr 1968 (Sep) 1971
Mel'nikov, P. V. G-C Oct 1971 (-22 Feb) 1978

Kulishev, 0. F. G-C (-22 Feb) 1978

TURKESTAN (38)

Lipatov, M. F. G-M 1944 (-Jul) 1945

?etrov, I. Ye. G-A Jul 1945 (Jul) 1952

Radziyevskiy, A. I. G-L (Jul) 1952 (May) 1953
Luchinskiy, A. A. G-C/G-A (May) 1953 1957
Fedyuninskiy, I. I. G-A 1957 (-Dec) 1965

Lyashchenko, N. G. G-C/G-A Dec 1965 (Aug) 1969

Belonozhko, S. Ye. G-C (-24 Jan) 1970 Dec 1978-Died while

Maksimov, Yu. P. G-L/G-C (Jan) 1979 in position
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URAL (39)

Katkov, A. V. G-M/G-L Oct 1941 (Feb) 1945
Kuznetsov, F. I. G-C Feb 1945 (-Feb) 1948
Zhukov, G. K. MSU Feb 1948 (-6 Mar) 1953
Kazakov, M. I. G-C/G-A May 1953 (Feb) 1956
Krylov, .N. I. G-A Feb 1956 (Nov) 1957
Lelyushchenko, D. D. G-C/G-A Apr 1958 (--Jun) 1960
Kreyzer, Ya. G. G-C Jun 1960 (-Jul) 1961
Tutarinov, I. V. G-C Jul 1961 (Oct) 1965
Yegorovskiy, A. A. G-L/G--C Oct 1965 (-May) 1970
Sil'chenko, N. K. G-L/G-C May 1970 (-20 May) 1980
Tyagunov, M. A. G-C (-20 May) 1980

VOLGA (40)

Khozin, M. S. G-C Mar 1944 (May) 1945
Gordov, V. N. G-C (+May) 1945 (Jul) 1946
Yushkevich, V. A. G-C (Jul) 1946 1950
Perekrestov, G. N. G-L 1950 1953
Kuznetsov, V. I. G-C 1953 1957
Komarov, V. N. G-C 1957 (Apr) 1960
Stuchenko, A. T. G-C Apr 1960 (-Jun) 1961Pavlovskiy, I. G. G-C Jun 1961 (Nov) 1963
Lyashchenko, N. G. G-C Nov 1963 (Dec) 1965
Ogarkov, N. V. G-C Dec 1965 (Apr) 1968
Parshikov, A. M. G-C (Apr) 1968 (-18 Dec) 1971
Naumenko, Yu. A. G-L/G-C (-18 Dec) 1971 (-24 Aug) 1975
Lushev, P. G. G-L/G-C (+24 Aug) 1975 (-Nov) 1977
Konchits, V. N. G-C Nov 1977

VORONEZH (41)

Romanovskiy, V. Z. G-C Aug 1945 Apr 1946 MD dis-
banded

Shumilov, M. S. G-C Jun 1949 1955
Beloborodov, A. P. G-C 1955 (-May) 1957
Andreyev, A. M. G-C (May) 1957 Aug 1960 MD dis-

banded

WEST SIBERIAN (42)

Kurdyumov, V. N. G-L Apr 1945 (-Feb) i946
Yeremenko, A. I. G-A (Feb) 1946 (-Nov) 1953
Pukhov, N. P. G-C Nov 1953 1956 MD renamed

Siberian
MD

84



WHITE SEA (43)

Frolov, V. A. G-C Dec 1944 1948
Shumilov, M. S. G-C 1948 (-Jun) 1949
Meretskov, K.A. MSU (Jun) 1949 (-Jun) 1951
Frolov, V. A. G-C (Jun) 1951 Apr 1956 MD dis-

banded
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