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ABSTRACT

This study concerns an analysis of the Confederate
defense of Vicksburg with respect to one of the nine prin-
ciples of war, ‘the principle of the offensive,

The problem in the study was to determine if
Lieutenant General John C, Pemberton ever applied thle prin-
ciple of thp offensive during his defense of Vicksburg and
to determine why he “ailed to gain any freedom of action
during the Vicksburg Camvaign.

The inmportant conclusions are:

1, Pemberton applied the principle prior to
May 1, 1863,

2. He did not apply the principle during the “inal

Union thrust for Vicksburg, mainly because of the lack of

cavalry and of intelligence.




ABSTRACT

This study concerms an analysis of the Confedurate
defense of Vlcksburg with respect to one of the nine prine-
ciples of wax, the principle of the offensive, The loass of
Vicksburg in ithe American Civil War was a mortal blow to the
Confederacy in that it split the south in two and resulted
in the opening of the Mississippi River te the Union forcea,

During the Caumpaign for Vicksburg Major General
Ulysses S, Grant, leading a Union army engaged Lieutenant
General John C, Pemberion, Bommanding a Confederate army,
and proceeded to win one of the most brilliant military
successes in history. A distinct contrast in aggressiveness
appeared to exist between Grant and Pemberton during this
campalgn; because once Grant landed his army im Confederate
territory, he retained the initiative and kept Pemberton at
his mercy. Pemberton was unable to overcome the difficulties
he experienced and received little help from outside his
command. Finally, because of despair among his men, he
surrendered Vicksburg to the Union on July 4, 1863 after
forty-seven days of miserable siege warfare.

The basic problem in the study was to determine if

General Pemberton, even though completely defeated by Grant,

i1




iv
ever applied the prineciple of the offensive during his de-
fensive operations and to determine why he failed to gain
any freedom of action during the Vicksburg Campaign,

Cartain "actions" that can be taken by a commander
relative to the principle of the offensive in the defense
and certain "factors" which may prevent his taking these
actions are identified and employed in the analysis,

Among the more important conclusions of the thesis

l. The Confederate commander at Vicksburg applied
the principle of the offensive against Grant's initial
probea into Mississippi and against Federal cavalry raids
into the Vicksburg area.

2, The Oonfederate commander at Vicksburg did not
apply the principle of the offensive against Grantis army
during the final Union thrust for Vicksburg (May 1 to July 4,
1863). Several of General Pemberton's subordinate commanders,
however, did apply the principle during this same period,

3. The primary reasons for Pemberton's failures
with respect to the application of the principle of the
offensive were his lack of intelligence resulting from his

lack of cavalry and interference with his command decisions

from higher authority.




WNHE ART OF WAR IS, IN THE LAST RESORT,
PHE ART OF KEEPING ONE'S FREEDOM
OF ACTION" - XENEFHON

*Marshal Perdinand Foch, The Principles of War,
trans., Hilaire Belloc (london: Chapman and Hall, Ltd,
1918), p. 101, «uoting Xenephon,




PREFACE

In searching for an appropriate research topic as a
studeat at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff Tollege,
I became interested in the princirles of war and how they
were applied in previous battlies., Although my previous train-
ing was in Civil ¥ngineering and not in History, I neverthe-
less decided that an analysis of a decisive histarical battle
or campaiga utilizing one ¢f the principles of war would be
an interesting thaesis project in pursuit of the Master of
Military Art and Science degree,

In the book, Twenty Decisive Battles of the World,
L?C Joseph B, Mitchell identifies the Vicksburg Campaign as
the most decisive contest of the Civil War because of its
political and strategic importance and because it split the
South in two and xade the final Urion victory more certain.*
In reading his account of the Campaign, I was intrigued by
the distinet contrast in aggressiveness that appeared to
exist between the two opposing commanders. Major General
Ulysses S. Grant, the Union commander, was always on the
offensive and appeared to so dominate the Campaign that
Lieutenant General John C., Pemberton, the Confederate de-

fender, was constantly at his mercy. Pemberton, however,

*Sir Edward S. Creasy and ITC Jozeph B, Mitchell,

Pyenty Decisive Battles of the World (New York: The Mac-
alllan Company, 1964), DP. 23!—235.
vi
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appeared plagued by a number of ;. blems over which he had
little or no control and as a result, remained on the defen-
sive throughout the Campaign, This contrast in aggressive-
ness led me to believe that the principle of the offensive
was perhaps the one principle of war that was very success-
fully applied by the Federals, yet must have been poorly
applied by the Confederates in this decisive Campaigmn.

From my study of the principle of the offensive, I
was aware that although the application of this prineiple
is normally assoclated with offensive warfare, it must also
be applied in a defensive situation in order to permit the
defender to regain freedom of action, Therefore, although
he was in a defensive posture, Pemberton probably should
have applied the principle of the offensive in order to keep
his attacker off-balance and regain his freedom of action.
Yet, Pemberton failed to achieve any freedom of action during
the entire campaign and I wondered why this was so,

The objective of this study, therefore, was to ex-
amine the Confederate defensive operations during the Vicks-
burg Campaign in terms of the principle of the offensive in
an effort to discover the circumstances and errors that may
inhibit the succeesful application of this principle when
defending against a numerically superior force. The study

is intended to give students of military secience a: under-

standing of the importance of the offensive 1. a defensive
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situsation by examining the Confederate failures in this re=-
gard,

Through knowledge of the difficulties experienced by
the Confederate command at Vicksdburg,a student of military
science may develop an appreciation for the importance of
the offensive in the defense, The study may also serve to
emphasize the nced for students of the military art to ex-
amine historical battles with respect to the fundamental
principles of war so thai they may better understand not only
how these principles are applied, but what fectors may pre-
vent their application,

While recognizing that a study of the tota) political
and military environment of the Civil War years would have
contributed to the attainment of the research objective, I
nevertheless sought to concentrate on purely military fac-
tors applicable only to the Vicksburg Campaign. Thus, many
other political and military considerations outside the
Vicksburg area, which may have impacted on the reault of the

Campaign, were not researched.,

————————,

I wish to thank Mrs, Marilyn Slack for her typing
effort and for her assistance in preparing the final thesis,

Pinally, I am deeply grateful to my wife, Ciretta,
for her patience and understanding throughout the course of
this study.
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ITTRODUCTION

"Ability to defeai the enemy means taking the
offensive." ~ Sun Tzu

In the above quote Sun Tzu expounded on the impor-
tance of offensive action in warfare. His concept is clearly
applicable to offensive war but it can also apply to the
defense, In this thesis the Confederate defense of Vicks-
burg is examined in a historical context utilizing the con-
cept of offensive action while in a defensive posture,

The defense 1s a temporary measure and during the
conduct of the defense every possible action must be taken
vhich will assist in regaining the initiative and in destroy-
ing the attacking force., According to the scholars of ware
fare these actions may be offensive in nature and should be
adopted by the cefender, to the extent possible, in order to
agssist in achieving tctal victory. The purpose of this in-
troduction is to introduce the offensive actions that a
defender can take, to present the factors which may prevent
him from taking these actions, and to state the probhlem
which was investigated in this study,

Examinatisn of selected military classics from the

writings of Sun Tzu to those of modern times indicates that

lsun Tzu, The Art of War, trans, Lionel Giles, ed.
Brigadier General Thomas R, Phillips (Harrisburg, Pa: The
Military Service Publishing Company, 1957), P. 52.

xi




xii
there are certain primary "actions" relative to the principle
of the offensiwve which can be taken by a commander when in a
defensive posture, The first such action is that of the
gpoiling attagck, Clauswitz stated that the defense was not
a mere shield but a shield formed of skillfully delivered
blows.2 Today these blows are called spoiling attacks, the
purpose of which is to prevent the enemy from massing, One
offensive action then, that a commander can take when in a
defensive posture, is to continually harasa the enemy by the
use of skillfully delivered spoiling attacks., Clauswitz also
discussed the importance of remaining active rather than
passive and wrote that a commander, when on the defense must
tattack the eremy frontally and from the flanks even as he is
attacking ua."3 This action would be a gounterattack accord-
ing to present day military terminology. There is one other

4 and

rajor sction that was also alluded to by Clausewitz,
that is, to avoid becoming fixed, The partisular wording of

this action is the same as that used in the U,S, Army today.

There are other actions that a commander can take such as
ralds, patrols, etc.,, but these can usually be assesiated

with one of the above,

’Karl von Clausewitz, On War (Washington: Infantry
Journal Press, 1950), p. 317.

3General Carl von Clausewitz, Principles of War, ed,
and trans, Hans W. Gatzke (Zlarrisburg, Pa. ary Service
Publishing Company, 1942), p. 16,

401ausewitz, Op_War, pp. 54, 96, 320,
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The exaumination of the selected military classics
also revealed zertain "factors!" which could prevent a com-
mander from taking the primary actions discussed above,
There are four of these factoxs, the first of whioh is
aggressiveness on the part of the commander., San Tzu,
Clauswitz, Jominy and Marehal Foch, are among ‘he maay mili-
tary writers who have sddressed the importance of bold,
aggreassive behavior in battle, The more aggressive a conm-
mander, the more willing he will be to take the actions list-
ed in the preceeding paragraph. This aggressiveness is the
"driving force" or the "will to win" mentioned by Fullers
and is a factor that san affect the application of the prine-
ciple of the affencive., Sun Tzu recognized that an army
could be "hobbled” by too much interference either from those
higher commanders unfamjliar with the situation om the ground

6 Thies interference can also affect a

or by the sovereign,
commander's ability to apply the principle of the offensive,

Another factor is that of available inteliigence. United

States Army doctrine states that, in applying the offensive
a commander must exploit his enemy's weakness, To do this,
intelligence on the enemy situation must be available, The
final major factor that can affect the application of the
offensive is the availability and type of resources; the

Jomn F. C, Fullew, The Foundations o§ the Seience
of War (London: Hutchinson and Company, 1925), p. .

6

Sun Tzu, pp. 50-51,




xiv
"power to endure" or "staying force” of the army.? If the

materialas or maapower needed to wage war are insufficient,
a commander will ve less apt to take the offensive aotions
listed earlier,

In this treatise the above "actions" and "factors"
are employed in a case study of a campaign in waich the
offensive was violated by the éefending commander and in
which the attacker had numerical superiority. Spesifically
two problems required solution:

1. Dil Goeneral Pemberton apply the principle of the
offensive in his defensc of Viekshurg?

2. What factors contriduted to General Pemberton's
lack of success in achieving any freedom of action?

The study was limited to an analysis of the key decisions and
actions at the Confederate high command level sinse it was
this compand level which issued the orders and instructions
that affected the outcome of the campaign. A detailed
analysis of the Union comwand was not attempted because this
would not contribute to the problem solution.

The study is presented in five chapters, <Chapter I
is a brief biographical sketch of three key individuals in
the Confederate high command, Jefferson Davis, General Joseph

E, Johnston, anc Ceneral John C, Pembe~ton., Chapter II is a

Trulles, p. 283.
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discussion of the military aituation in the department of
the west prior to the final Union thrust for Vicksburg. The
major battles in the Campaign prior to the siege of Vicksburg
are discussed in Chapter III and the siege of the vity is
discussed in Chapter IV, The authors conclusions are pre-

sented in Chapter V.




CHAYTER I
CONFEDERATE COMMAND

"Although weapons and tactics have changed continually
in step with technological progress, the basic contgilling
element in war-man-has remained relatively constant.)

The Vicksburg Cempaign in the American Civil War took
place in the fields surrounding Vicksburg, Mississippi during
the spring and early summer of 1863, Major General Ulysses S.
Grant, leading a Union army, engaged Lieutenant General John
C. Pemberton, commanding a Confederate army, and proceeded to
win one of the most brilliant military successes in history.
Grant's victory resulted in the loss for the Confederates of
a key area in the control of the Mississippi River. The
final Union offernsive began with the landing of Grant's army
south of Vicksburg on 30 April 1863 and culminated in a
forty-seven day siege of the city which ended on 4 July 1863,

As a result of the battles fought by Pemberton and
Grant, the city of Vicksburg fell to the Federals and the
Mississippi River was once again open to Wnion shipping., The
blow was a mertal one to the Confederacy in that it split the
Southern States in two and resulted in the availability of

1Vincent J. bBsposito and John Robert Elting, A Mili-
ta;*_g;sto and Atlas of the Napoleonic Wars (New York:
Yrederick A, Praeger inc,, 1964), Lp. 41,

1
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General Grant's large army for the decisive operations which
would finalize the Union victory.

General Pamberton was the commander who ultimately
surrendered this kxey Confederate position to the Union and ae
was‘mentioned in the Preface, he was constantly at the mercy
of his more aggressive adversary., During the entire Campaign
a striking contrast in aggressiveness between the two come
manders was apparent., Pemberton, however, was not the only
senior Confederats commander who made the critical decisions
that affected the outcome of the Campaign. Jefferson Davis,
the pres’ident of the Confederate States and General Joseph E,
Johnston, the commander of the Department of the West, were
also either directly or indirectly involved, A brief intro-
duction to the tackground and relationships of Davis, Johnston
and Pemberton will therefore assist in understanding the
events that transpired during the defense of Vicksburg.

Jeffersnn Davis was born in Christian County, Kentucky
on June 3, 1808 and after preliminary schooling, entered the
United States Military Academy on September 1, 1824, Among
the cadets at the Academy during the same period were Joseph
£, Johiiston and Robert B, Lee, In 1828 Davis was graduated
twenty-third in 2 class of %4, was commissioned a second
lieutenant and was assigned to remote posts in Wisconsin and

I1linois.®

2George W, Cullum, Biographical Regicter of Officers
and Graduates of the United States Milita Academy({Cambridge,

Wass: The Riverside Press, 1891), 1, p. 416.
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Seven years after his graduation, Davis resigned his

commission and then spent many years as a farmer and country

‘gentleman before entering politics in 1845, That same year

he was elected to Congress, Except for a brief tour of duty
auring the Mexican Var, he remained in politics, taking his
seat again in 1847, Davis wae an active participant during
the heated debates concerning States' rights amd on January
21, 1861, announced the secession of Mississippi to the
Senate, On the eighteenth of February he vas innaugerated
president of the Confederate States of America.

During his tenure as president, Davis was a difficult
man to work with, He was rashly loyal to his friends and
rarely forgave an enemy and vbecause of this blind loyalty,
Davis succeeded in angering many Southern officials.3 His
appointment of Lucious B. Northrop, a former companion-in-
arms, to the important post of Chief of Subsistance did
exactly that, Northrop was not an efficient administrator
and the deplorable supply situation which resulted from his
appointment brought loud cries of protest from the ranking
military and other high level Confederate officials, In
gpite of this hue and cry, Davis retained Northrop in this
important post throughout the war.4

Frank E, Vandiver, Rebel Brass (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1956), p. 28.

4B.J. Lossing, Pictorial Field Book of The Civil War
(New York: T. Belknap and Gompany, 1868), L1, pp. 21-22; and
HMary Boykin Chesnut, Diary From Dixie (New York: D, Appleton
and Company, 1905), p. 99.
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The Southern hierarchy were critical of Davis' strat-
egy which was defensive in nature, Although most of the
officials in the central government advocated 2 more agires-
sive nmilitary palicy, Davis continued to try to cdefend every
square inch of Coafederate territory and some officials were
concerned about Davis! planring ability. The former Supreme
Court Justice John A, Campbell, after two years of watching
the President discharge his duties, did not believe Davis
ever had a plan at all:
e« o o the Secrefary and the President are at their
wits end ard seem to have no plan . , . Tals is charac-

teristic of tae President, He is not a comprehensive
man, He has ng broad policy, either of finance, strat-

egy or supply,
This statemen* is perhaps overly critical of Davis, who did
have a plan, albeit a defensive one, but nevertheless a plan.
Davis was very fond of everything pertaining to
military matters and would have preferred a position in the

field to that of President.6

Although he had had only limite
ed military experience, Davis believed himself to be as
competant a general as any of those leading the Confederate
Armies, He once contided to his wife that he and Lee, each

leading one wing of the Army of Northern Virginia, coula

5Edward Younger, ed., Inside the Confederate Govern-
ment The Diary of Robert Garlic Kean (New York: Oxford
niversity Press, Inc., 1957), ». 72.

6Jefferson Davis, The Rise and Fall of The Confeder-
ate Government (New York: "D, Appleton and Company, 1861), I,
P. 230,




"wrest a victory trom those weople."7 Becausc of thic eroism
he did not hesitave to interfere with militarv ~perations and
created a great deal of ill-feeling between himself and his
military commenders. This situation continued throughcut the
war,

Davis was handicanped, ironically, by the States!
rights policy whish he and other Southern leaders preached
and because of this policy, he had difficulty uniting the
efforts of the Confedcrate States, The various governors vere
often violently ovnposed to assisting another state at the
expense of their owm.

lavid nad a difficult task. He was Tresident of a
country that in recality was many little countries and this
situation made central control, forced cooperation among the
States and millitavry discinline at high levels, very compli-
cated, The noor communications net that existed at the time
made command and control ail the more difficult, Only be=-
cause of his rreat inner strength did bDavis last to the end,

Joseph ..iggleston Johnston was born on February Sy
1807 at "Cherry Grove!" rrince kdvard County, Virginia, ‘e
gradvoted from the United 3tates Military Academy in 1829,
thirteenth in a class of 46.8 nxcept for a short period as

a civil enmgineer, Johi'stont's carcer wvas that of a soldier and

Tarina J. Davis, Jefferson Davis ~ A HMemoir, By His
iife (¥ew York: Bedford Company Publishers, 1890), 1I, ». 392,

) ) .
Culivmg 1, pbe 427-428,




by the time he had resigned his commission to join the Con-
federacy in 1861, had attained the rank of Brigadier General.
During the early stages of the war Johnston commanded the
armies of Northern Virginia until he was replaced by General
Robert £, Lee because of wounds suffered at Seven Pines,
After recovering from these wounds he was made commander of
the Department of the West, In this capacity his mission was
to coordinate the efforts of General Braxton Bragg, the com-
mander of the Department of Tennessee and General John C,
Pemberton, the commander in Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana.

Johnston was one of the leading Confederate generals
and went through the entire war without losing a battle,
General Ulysses S, Grant had considerable respect for Johns-
tonts defensive abilify. Grant once wrote that, with respect
to the defensive mancuvers of the Confederate srmy during
the campaign in Georgia, not even Sherman, "nor any other
officer, could have donc it better"’ than Johnston.

Johnston, however, disiiked risks and the only im-
portant attack that he undertook was the one at Seven Pines
early in the war. Another Union officer, General J, Hooker,
also wrote that he respected Johnston, but it is interesting

to note what he respected him for:

%,s. Grant, Personal Memoirs of UES' Grant (N- .
York: Charles I, Webster and Company, 188%), s P. 525,
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General Johnston,. . . as he abandoned his intrenched
positions, conducted his retreat, in my judgement, in a
prudent and consummate manner, both in strategy and
tactics.10

0f all the high ranking officers in the Confederate

Army at the beginning of the Civil War, Johnston had as much
or more battle experience as any. Among the troops he had a
reputation as a fighter and was frequently near the front
lines.ll His wounds at Seven Pines and those he suffered
during the Var with Mexico were apparently the result of this

desire for front line par’cicipation.l2

By the time of the
Vicksburg Campaign, Johnston had more experience in command-
ing large numbers of troops in battle than either Davis or
Pemberton and was well known as a competent Confaderate
general,

John Clifford Pemberton was born of Quakers ancestry
in Philadelphia, .ennsylvania on August 10, 1914, Pemberton
too wvas a West Point uan and was graduated twventy-seventh in

a class of 50 in 18’7“7."j tlis early assignments were as an

artillery officer and in this capacity he saw action against

lOJoseph ~, Johnston, Narrative of Military Opera-
tions (New York: D. Appleton and Gompany, 1874), P. §33.

11There is some question regarding Johnston's desire
for a fight., The claim has been made that, when compared to
Lee, Juhraton was much more passive and defensively oriented;
see Bruce Catton, Never Call Retreat (New York: Doubleday
and Company, 1965), p. 3518,

12Bpadley.T. Johnson, A Memoir of The Life and Public
Service of Joseph E, Johnston (Baltimore: R.H, Woodward and
Company, 1891), pp. 14, 9r.

Vouiluz, I, pp. 683-684.
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the indians in Florida, during the border disturbances along
the Canadian border and in the Mexican War. It was during
the latter conflict that he was breveted Captainr and later
Major for gallantry.

At the outset of the Civil War, Pemberton, as a
Northerner, made a difficult decision, He was strongly
sympathetic with the Southern cause and because of this,
elected to resign his commission and offer his services to
the Confederacy. This decision altered his entire life and
made him the objeet of criticism by Northermers and Southern-
ers alike., Ancther Southern general, Richard Taylor, once
wrote that Pemberton must have certainly "been actuated by
principle alone; for he had everything to gain by remaining
on the Northern side."l4

Immediately following Pemberton's resignation, the
state of Virginiu appointed him lieutenant Golonel and gave
him the power to organize the artillery and cavalry of that
state. Pembertun, as an efficient officer, rose rapidly in
rank and by February of 1862 had attained the rank of
major general, His first major command was that ol the
Provisional Army commanding the department which included
South Carolina, Georgia and FMorida, His predecessor in this
command was General Robert i, Lee., It was during this period

that Pemberton counseled the abandonment of Fort Sumter

14Richard Paylor, Destruction and Reconstruction
(New York: D, Appleton and Company, 1879), p. 1llE.




because he believed it had no protective value for the city
of Charleston, He concentrated instzad on the construetion
of Port ‘agner and Battery B muca tc the dislike of the
townspeople, This defensive concept, however, proved correct
bebause both Wagrer and Battery B protected the city of
Charleston long arter the Union forces had leveled Fort
Sumter.15

On October 13, 1862 Pemberton was promoted to lieu-
tenant general and was given command of the military depart-
ment comprising Mississipoi and Louisiana east of the
Mississippi River; this department included tre city of Vicke-
burg, Prior to this assignment, Pemberton had had little
opportunity tc¢ employ large armies in battle for his previous
assignments weve more concerned with troop organigzation and
training and the construction of defenses,

During the months preceeding the final and successful
Union campaign against Vicksburg (that is, prior to May, 1863)
the general conseasus of Southern leaders was that Pemberton
was an efficient and effective commander. Although there

vas some teeling against him prior to April of 1863,16 th

e
great majority of letters, messages and newspaper reports

were favorable tovards him.17 T. J. Wharton, who was

13,8, Jones, A Rebel War Clerk's Diary (Philadelphia:
J.B, Lippincott and Company, l§33), I, p. 588,
16R.S. Bevier, iistory of the First and Second

Missouri Brigades 1861~1865 (St, Louis: Bryam, Brand and
Company, 1 y P. 165,

17 ~ : .
John C, Pemberton, remberton., Defender uf Vicksburg
(Chapel Hill: The Universi%y of North Garolina Press, 5942}:
DD, 43=-47,
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attorney general cf Mississiopi at the time of the Vicksburg
Campaign, once counfered with Davis concerning Pemberton's
popularity prior to the Campaign and related the following as
being the substance of that conversation:

I had never seen a more laborious and painstaking
officer, or one vho devoted more attention to the
minutest details pertaining to the army under his com-
mand; that while many of our citizens doubted his loyalty
to the cause, more from the fact that he was of Northern
birth than anything else, I believed that there was not
a man connecved with the government from himself as
President tc the lowest magistrate, nor in the army fronm
General Lee to the humblest private, whose heart was
more deeply interested in }ge success of our cause than
that of General Pembherton,

It was not until after Grant had begun his final campaign
(April, 1863) tha*t Southern leaders in his department, both
military and civilian, began to speak out against him.19
Some of these nritics, at the conclusion of the Campaign, had
even labeled him a traitor.20
No evidence could be found that would indisate that
Pemoerton had difficulty with elther Davis or Johunston prior

to the Campaign. Johnsten was apparently a good friend of

B1p1d., p. 41, quoting New York Herald, 17 August

1881,

.

1]'l‘he sar of the Retzallion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies (herein-
after cilted as CRJ, Prepared under directlion of the Secretary
of Viar pursuant o Act of Congress approved 16 June 1880
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1880-1904), ILll,
Pt, 2, pp. 468-4€9,

20Frank A, Montgomery, Reminiscences of A Mississippian
in Feace and War (Cincinnati: The Robert Clarke Company

Press, 1901), r. 127.
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his and respected him accordingly. It was not until after the
surrender of Vicksburg that Johnston became openly critical
of Pemberton's actions and Pemberton answered Johnston's
ecriticism witl =some of his own for Johnston, Davis, on the
other hand, supported Yemberton to the end and even pralsed
him for his efforts aftexr the loss of Vicksburg.el

The personality problem in this Ccnfederate chain of
command did not involve Pemberton at all for the rift was
between Davis and Johnston, a rift which, by the end of the
war, had developed into bitter mutuwal hatred., The feud last-
ed for the remaining years of their lives and in his Rise and
Fall, Davis placed the blame for the loss of Vicksburg direct-
ly on Johnston because Johnston failed to assist Pemberton
militarily., An understanding of the relationship between
these two men will assist in understanding the dilemma in
which Pemberton found himself during oritical periods in the
Campaign.

Animosity between Davis and Johnston began in earnest
with a problem concerning a clarification of Johnston's rank,
Johnston, after the first Manassas, was under the impression
that he was a fuil general with the ranking position in the

22

Army after the Precideat, After an incident involving a

21Pemberton, p. 261,

22ppig was because on 16 May 1861 the Confederate
Congiess raised ths rank of all brigadier generals to that
of full general., Since Johnston was the ranking brigadier,
he naturally thovght he was the senior officer in the army.
(See Johnston, pp. 70-73)
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replacement officer who was sent to him by General Lee (Lee
apparsntly thought he ranked Johnston), Johnston became
{urious and wrote for clarification of his rank. Not until
geveral months later was the watter settled; and at that,
not in favor of Johnston. Davis, in violation of the law
passed earlier by Congress, assigned different effective
dates for the apvointment to full general, As a result,
Johnston was ranked fourth behind Cocper, A, S, Johnston, and
lee,

Johnston never fully understood his relationship with
Pemberton and this further complicated the relationship be-
tween Davis and Johnston during the Vicksburg Campaign. The
instructions Johuston received in November of 1862 placed
him in charge of a large geographical command and indicated
that he was tc¢ courdinate the efforts of Pemberton and Bragg
in the Departm=nt of the West. These instructions,23 however,
were vague and 1f they are considered in light of his diffi-
culties with Davis, it is not surprising that Jchnston hesi-
tated to act as the central commander responsible for mili-
tary operations in both departments. He acted more as a
distant coordinator than as a responsible commaender, trans-
ferring troops when necesssry but rarely issuing any clear,
precise tactical commands, Orders and other instructions
flowed from the Capital at Richmond directly to Pemberton

and Bragg bypassing Johnston's headquarters at Chattanooga.

230R, ¥V1i, Pt. 2, pp. T57-758.
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The relationship was indeed a strange one, President Davis
issued orders from one location without informing Johnston
and Johnston in turn issued directions from his location with-
out informing lavis,

Today military commanders invariably operate within
a well defined chain of command., Pemberton was at a distinet
disadvantage in this respect. He was never really sure who

he worked for,




CHAPTER II
THE SETTING

"Skill in war consists in solving any difficulties
that may make an operation difricElt, not in allowing
the operation to fail" - Naponleon

The defengive operations of General Pemberton's army
in late 1862, and during the early months of 1863, were
primarily directed against several Union attempts to secure
Vicksburg from the river approaches to the north of the city.
During this period his army was widely distributed along a
line beginning av Greenwood, Migsissippi, 100 miles north of
the city, and continuing to the fortifications at Port Hudson,
130 miles to the south (see Pigure 1), In addition, Pember-
ton had a portion of his army spread out along the northern
border of Mississippi, concentrating against Federal probes
from that direction,

The country arcund Vicksburg was ideally suited for
the conduct of defensive operations, The city itself was
located on a series of bluffs 200 feet above the Mississippi
River making a frontal assault from the west a foolhardy

venture., This same line of bluffs curved inland north of

lMarshal Perdinand Foch, The Principles of War, trans,
Hilaire Belloc (wondon: Chapman and Hall, f%a, 1918),
P. 97, quoting Nzpcleon,
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FIGURE 1
THE MISSISSIPPI VALLEY

Source: Vincent J., Esposito, Wecs Point Atlas of American
Wars (New York: Frederlck A, Praeger, 1959),
Map 102,
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the city and rejoined the Mississippi in the vicinity of
Memphis, The terrain between the bluffs 2nd the river vas
low and swampy ani was interlaced with numerous rivers and
streams, One of these rivers, the Yazoo, was a major obsta-
cle, Of all the avenues of approach to Vicksburg, this
swampy area was used most often by the Union forces, To the
south of the city, the bluffs continued along the east bank
of the Migsissippi all the way to Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Although spread ouat over a vast area, Pemberton's army
ocoupiei excellent terrain from which they could ward off
Union assaults into Mississippi.

The initial attempt by the Union Army to open the
Mississippl in the vicinity of Vicksburg began with a two
pronged assault by Major General William T, Sherman and
Majrr General Ulysses S, Grant which originated from Memphis,
Tennessee, Tle overall scheme was for Sherman to attack the
bluffi: using tnhe river approaches in the north and for Grant
to move overland due south from Memphis., The operation was
begun on December 20, 1862 but Grant's column soon re~ into
trouble. Pemberton's cavalry, under Major General Earl Van
Dorn, disrupted Grants maneuv r by hitting his supply base
at Holly Springs in northern Mississippi, Tue Confederate
forces destroyed or captured laige ouantities of rationms,
forage and amminition during this raid and created aavoc in
the Union rear, Disheartened, Grant retired to Memphis to

regroup and to rerair the Memphis to Grand Junction railroad
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which was also lestroyed by the Confederates. During this
retrograde operation Grant reduced the rations issued to his
troops and instructed his officers to scour the countryside
for food and forage. He was amazed to discover that the
amount of fcod and forage existing in the area could sustain
his force for twc months.2 This intelligence would later
result in Grant's severing his supply lines during his final
thrust for Vicksbhurg.

while Grant was moving back to Memphis, Sherman con-
tinued his move toward Vicksburg, unawar: that the other
prong of the attack had met misfortune, Sherman arrived on
the Yazoo River <ight miles north of the city on December 26,
1862, His objective was the high ground north of the city.

For thrce days the Union troops debarked the transe-
ports and then moved through the swamps and bayous to an
area from which an assault against the bluffs coull be made,
On the twenty-ninth of Decemher the Federals attacked but
were beaten back with severe losses by a Confederate force
under Brigadier General S, D, Lee.3 Sherman, also dis-
heartened, withdrew up the Mississippi to Milliken's bend on
the west bank,

U, s, Grant, Personal Memoirs of U, S, Grant (New
York: Charles L, %ebster and Cempany, 15855, i. p. 435.

38. D. lee, "The Campaign of Vicksburg,® Publications
of the Mississippi Historical Society, ed., FrankTin L, Riley
(Oxford, Miss! Mississippi Historical Sceciety, 1900), III,
pp. 22-~23,
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Following this Union failure, nolitical nressure from
Yachington bepan to mount. Grant had no doubts concerning
the importance of securing Vicksburg and the impor%ance that
that prize held for his status as commander of the Union
forces in that area. Determined to drive the Confederates
from Vicksburg, he began a new campaign and moved his base
frem Memphis %0 one on the west bank of the Mississippi at
Youngs Point, Louisiana (see Figure 1). From this base
Grant directed joint army/navy operations against the city
from Janvary through April, 1863, He made three unsuccessful
attemnts during this period, two were by way of “he vayous
north of the city and one was an attempt to bypass Vicksburg
by dizzing a series of canals in the swampy terrain on the
western side cf the river,

The first Union effort from this new base vas an
amphibious operation oriented on the bluffs along the Yarzoo
River, In order to et to the ‘'azoo, the Union troops blast-
ed a hugh gap in $he levee nea» Vazoo Pass (see Figure 1) on
the east hank of the Mississippi., On the morning of February
7, Union boats moved through the zap and headed for the Cold-
vater and Talilahatchee Rivers, Grant believed that once
these troons were on the Tallahatchee, they would be able to
reach the Yazoo and move dovmriver to turn Pemberton's right

flank at Snyderts Bluff north of the city.4

4Grant, pp. 446-450; and The Jar of the Rebellion: 4
Compilation of the Official Records of the Union and Confeder=-
ate Armies Lhereinafter cited as OR], Prepared under
direction of the Secretary of iJar pursuant to Act of Coagress
approved 16 June 1380 (Washington: Government Printing Office,

1880-1904), 1XIV, ¥t, 1, op, 44-46,
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To stop this Federal advance, Pemberton ordered one
of his division commanders, Major General William Wing Lor-
ing, to move to the vicinity of Yazoo Pass and conatruct
wvhatever fortifications were necessary., Loring accomplished
his mission in a most effective manner., He constructed a
strongpoint called Fort Pemberton on a narrow strip of land
between the Taliahatchee and Yazoo Rivers., The fort was
ideally located in that it dominated the only possible water
route to the Yazoo River from Yazoo Pass, The Confederate
artillery was layed in such a way that bdoats moving down the
Tallahatchee were in the direct line of fire. Ioring added
to his desfenses by obstructing the Tallahatchee with trees
and rafts and by ainking a Confederate steamer in midstrean,

Beginning on the eleventh of Mareh, Loring held his
ground against several Union assaults. Then on the night of
the nineteenth of March, amid much confusion, the lieaten
Federals reloaded their boats and by the following norning
had departed the area.5 Their advance had been stopped be-
fore it had even reached the Yazoo,

The second expedition by Grant's army was also
directed against the bluffs near the southern end of the Yazoo
Around the middle of March 1863, Admiral David Porter to-
gether with Sherman's Corps attempted to reach the bluffs

0R, XiIV, P, 1, pp. 397=-398,
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through a series of narrow streams and bayous which led to
the Sunflower River, a tributary of the Yazoo. This expedi-
tion was stopped by Pemberton's forces near a small bayou
called Rolling Fork which ran into the Sunflower, Here
Admiral Porter's force was attacked by a band of Confeder-
ates, His boats, lined up in the narrow channel, were easy
prey and were hit hard by Pemberton's troops. Porter came
close to loosing his small fleet, Sherman, at this time,
wvas in the swamps trying with great difficulty to come to
Porterts aid,

To add to the Union problems, the Confederates began
felling trees into the atream behind the column of boats in
order to block Porter's escape route, Porter concluded that
there was only one sensible course of action and that was to
extricate his furce from the trap in which he found himself,
After enormous difficulty, and with Sherman's help, who
finally arrived on the scene, Porter escaped from the
treacherous bayous and on March 24, arrived safely on the
Mississippi.6 cant's second attempt from the north had
failed,

While these two northern assaults were being con-
ducted the rest of Grant's force was busy digging canals on
the west side of the Mississippi., These canals were designed

to compliment the natural waterways which ran alongside the

6Jame8 Russell Soley, "Naval Operations in the Vicks~
burg Campaign," Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, ed,
Robert Underwood Johnson and Ciarence Ciough Buel (New York:
The Century Company, 1884-1887), III, p. 564,
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river, Grant believed that these canals would create a

passage through which the Union transports could pass from a
point on the Mississippl above Vicksburg to a point on the
river below the city. The Union boats would then avoid the
main river and in turn, the big guns on the bluffs in front

o Ntk s o

of the city, This canal digging toughened Grant!s troops and
kept them busy during the winter months, however, Grant never
really had much hope for this course of action and consequent-
ly abandoned the idea,

Although rione of these three Union attempts met with
much success, they nevertheless caused Pemberton to keep his
forces dispersed so that by the beginning of April 1863 his
army vas distrituted basically as follows:

North of Vicksburg:

General Loring -

Grenada and viecinity (7000 men)
Mobile ard Ohio Railroad (2000 men)

Vicksburg and vicinity:
General Stevenson =

Bluffs north of city

(22,000 men) :

Grend Gulf south of city -

South of Vicksburg:

General Gardner - E

, Yort Hudson (16,000 men) 3
%

; Total = 47,000 men” R
: "yincent J. Esposito (ed.) West Point Atlas of Ameri- ;
: can Wars (New York: Frederick A, Praesger, map : :

s same reference shows Grant's army of 36, 000 men
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In addition to causing Pemberton to displace his forces,
Grant's maneuvers may have had another important affect on
the Confederate commander, Femberton may have believed that

future major assaults would come from the north.8

Consequent-
ly he was more oriented in that direction than in any other,
Generul Pembexrton, at his headquarters in Jackson,
Mississippi, was aware of Grant's base of operations on the
west bank of the Missiassippl and although he was not sure
vhat Grant had ja mind, fully realized the importance of
disrupting the Union base, But, Pemberton considered this
an impossible task for his forces and on moxre than one
occasion requested asgssistance from Lieutenant General Edmund
Kirby Smith who commanded the Confederate forces across the
river in louisiana, In one message to Smith dispatched on
lMarch 25, Pemberion reveaded his belief concerning his
ability to conducc¢ any type of offensive operation: "My
force is insufficient for offensive operations., I must stand
on the defensive, at all events, until reenforcements reach
me."9 Following this communication, Pemberion requested that
Smith conduct an operation to sever Grant's line of communi-

cation which exteaded from Milliken®s Bend to New Carthage

concentrated a% Milikens Bend northeast of Vicksburg, General
Banks with 29,000 aear Baton Rouge and General Hurlbut north
of Memphis with 62,000,

8Lee, pP. 23-24,

93. A, Dorsey, Recollections of He Watkins Allen
(New York: M, Doolady, 1866), pp. 205-206,
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Louisiana, a distonce of 30 to 40 miles. All of this plead-
ing was in vain, ’emberton got no help from the forces west
of the Mississippi. Not only did he fail to get help by way
of a raid on Grant's rear, but failed to get much concrete
intelligence pertaining to Grant's plans, It appears as
though Pembertcr was unaware of Grant's intentions for as
late as the eleventh of April he sent a message to Johnston
indicating thet Grant was giving up his water operations and

was in the process of moving back to Memphis.lo

He had no
idea that Grant was planning a drastic ohange in his modus
operandi,

In April the weather became warmer and the early
floods began to subside, The time was right for Grant's
final and ultimately successful offensive to secure Vicksburg
and open the Mississippi to Union shipping. Grant's final
plan was to send Porter's fleet down the river pas® the Vicks=-
burg batteries under cover of darkness and move two corps
under Generals MecPherson “and McClernand through the Louisiana
bayous to meet up with Porter on the Mississippi south of
Vieksburg. From this point Porter could ferry the troops
across the river to a point south of the city. A concen-
trated assault from the south, the direction from which they
vere least expected, could then be made,

Grant's scheme was opposed by several of his senior

advisors, including Sherman, OSherman believed that the Union

o, x7iv, Pt. 3, p. 733.
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forces should continue to attack from the North of Vicksburg
and if they did, success would come much sooner.11 fortu-
nately for Grant, Admiral Porter, who was not a subordinate
of the Union CGeneral, agreed with the plan and on the night
of Lpril 16, 1853, ran the Vicksburg batteries under cover
of darkness, Ten of his boats made it through and six days
later, six more boats ran past, Grant had all the transport
he needed, His plan could be set in motion,

To take tvhe pressure off this main attack, the
Federals conducted three diversionary operations, The first
such operation began early in April, A Union force under
Major General Frederick Steele conducted a raid north of the
city into an area from which the Confederates at Vicksburg
obtained a significant aquantity of supplies., The Confeder-
ates reacted to this threat by sending Brigadier General
e, D, Lee with a veinforced brigade to the Deer Greek sector
(see Figure 1), He was unadble to stem the Yankee tide and
as a result, the Union troops destroyed a large quantity of
corn and carried off large numbers of livestock. Steele
evacuated the area during the last week in April and returned
to Miliken's Beni,

The second diversionary operation was also highly
successful, Colonel Grierson with 1,700 horsemen, in an

unprecedented cavalry raid for that time, swept out of

114i31iam 7. Sherman, Memoirs of William T, Sherman
(New York: D, 4ppleton and Company, 1875), L, ©D. 314-317.
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Tennessee on April 17 and rode south through Mississippi
tearing up the railroads and creating havoc on Pemberton's
supply lines, Pemberton reacted by gathering up all the

cavalry he had available12

and sending them after Grierson,
Pemberton also diverted Loring's division to the line of the
Mobile and Ohio railroad in northern Mississippi in an attempt
to stop this raid, Loring's forces, however, were not very
effective against mounted troops,

There is no question that the one major r2soursce
Pemberton lacked. which was critical to the conduet of any
tyve of offensive action, was cavalry. To alleviate this
shortage, Pemterton impressed nrivate horses for his infantry
to use against Grierson even though there was much opposition
from the iocal farmers.13 His inadequate cavalry force not
only failed to stop Grierson, but being concentrated as they
were against one force, failed to gain muci: intelligence on
anything else in his department, Nevertheless, Pemberton
continued to direct offensive operations against Grierson's

troopers on several occasions.14

12()n 1% January 1863, Yemberton, on instructions from
General Johnston, ordered the bulk of his cavalry under Van
Dorn to report tn General Johnston for operations in connection
with General Bragg in Tennessee, Pemberton was left with
about one regiuwent of cavalry under Colonel Wirt Adams, (see:
OR, XVII, Pt. 2,pp.833-834,)

J0r, #x1V, Pt. 3, p. 778; and John C., Pemberton,
Pemberton, Defender of Vicksburg zChapel Hill: The University

of North Carolina Press, 1942), p. 101,
Y40R, XK1V, Pt. 3, pp. 793, 797.




27

The final diversion began on April 30, 1863, For
two days Union gun beats and infantry under the direction of
General Sherman clashed with Confederate troops at Snyder's
Bluffs north of the city, As will be seen, these Confederate
troops were thus kept occupied at « critical perciod in the
campaign.

Around the middle of April when Union activity was
obviously increasing, Pemberton began to sense that a formid-
able operation against the city was imminent.15 The cavalry
raid by Grierson and the raid by Steele had focused his
attention once again to the north, but he was still aware of
Grant's remaining force on the west bank of the river, On
the seventeenth, just after he received word that the Union
fleet had made it past the Vicksburg batteries, Pemberton
revealed his fears in a message to Johnston dated the same
day:

Enemy nhas now nine boats between Vicksburg and Port

Hudson. Pe has land forces at New Carthage from Grant's
army, and can reenforce themvto any‘extent. lga can use
nine boats to crouss his troops to this side.
Believing then, that the main attack could come from either
the north or soutk, but more than lfkely frem the north,
Pemberton was forced to operate in both directions., He
lacked the intclligence he so desperately needed, His forces
were wveak at a1l points but were particularly weak south of

Vicksburg.

150r, #XTV, Pt. 3, p. T45.

60R, xAIV, ¥t. 3, pp. 751-7%2.
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One of Pemberton's division commanders, Brigadier
General John 3, Bowen, had the defense mission south of the
city. His orders were to defend Grand Gulf against any
possible assault from across the river., Bowen watched the
Union situation develop and actually sent one of his come-
manders, Colonel I, IM, Cockrell, across the river with a
small force to operate against the enemy concentrations in
that area., A nizht raid by Cockrell on some Union cavalry
early in April was highly successful and he later raported
intelligence to the effect that Grant was planmming to cut off
Vicksburg from the south5370dd1y enough Cockrell's force was
pulled back acrcss the river by order of General Pemberton
vhile it apparently was in a good position to gain additional
intelligence,

By the end of April there was i marked increase in
the activity of Grant's forces. Troops were being moved in
all directiong; Steele's division, after the successful raid
on Pembertonts right flank, had returned to Miliken's Bend,
But Sherman had tuken his place and vas moving in from the
north to hit the same flank again, Grierson was still
ravaging the countryside and Union troops were being con-
certrated at Hard Times getting ready to cross the Mississippi
south of Vicksturg., Pemberton apparently had no idea that
this latter activity was in fact Grant's main assault force
for on April 28, in a message to Davis he called it a

Ydemonstration®:

Tor, 41V, t. 5, pp. T35-736.
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A demonstration is now being made in large force at
Hard Times., It is indispensable that I have more
cavalry, The approaches to Northern Mississippi are
almost unprotected, and it és impossible to prevent
these raids with Infantry.1
The next day, in a similar message to Johnston, Pemberton
stated that urless he received more cavalry the enemy raids
into Northern 1iississippi could not be prevented.19
On the twenty~ninth Grant began his assault south of
the city. The Union gunboats closed with the Confederate
batteries at Grand Gulf while two divisions and a brigade
from McClernand's corps waited in transports to assault the
bluffs, The Union gunboats were unsuccessful in softening the
batteries so that night Grant moved the operation farther

south.Zo

Barly the next day, April 30, 1863, the Union troops
made an wopposed landing at Bruinsburg, eight miles south of
Grand Gulf, and rapidly drove eastward in order to reach the
bluffs before *the Confederates could throw them back into the
river, Opvccing this Union assault of over 20,000 men, was
Brigadier Geneval John S, Bowen with only about 5,000 Con-

[ 2al

federate troops.z‘

BoRr, %417, Pt. 3, p. 797

oRr, xx1v, rt. 3, p. 805.

?charles A, Dana, Recollections of the Civil War
(New York: D, Appleton and Company, 1898), pp. 42-43,

21Charles Y, Hooker, "Mississippi," Confederate
Military History (1399) ed.  C. A. Evans (Nev York: Thomas
Yoseloff, 1962), VII, v. 135,
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At 1:30 in the morning on the first of May the Union
forward elemerts clashed with Bowen's advance positions east
of Port Gibson and a heroic delaying action by the Confeder-
ates ensued., The final struggle for Vicksburg had begun.

In the next three weeks Grant was to move with
lightening speed., He would go on from a victory at Port
Gibson (see Figure 2) to one at Raymond and from there to
Jackson where he quickly drove the Confederates from their
fortifications west of the city. Following an easy victory
at Jackson, he would then move toward Vicksburg and on the
way to this ultimate objective, he would emerge the victor in
two more battles, Champion Hill and the Big Black Bridge.
Finally, on the eighteenth of May, only nineteen days after
landing at Brvinsburg, he would have Pemberton sealed in
Vicksburs, Following a forty-seven day siege of the city he
would victoriously enter Vicksburg and finally see his long

sought prize,




FIGURE 2
PHE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN

Source: PBruce Cattin, Never Call Retreat (New York: Double-

day axd Company, 1965), pp. 272-273.

31




or Sy o

’
A e wmmms S FPODANCO,D s S fot VDD —f 7 Aoy W\\vﬂﬂxﬁ\m .

cwos7/% prgs @\\Iln\

20\ N\
0y
\( 1} \& 7/ !
\ )
\
\ m.,\ & \
2 oLy 4V 2 «
7 oy \E\QS\@% @ . 75\ Vs otz
YLty \ . %\\Mﬂh =
NOSY Ik \ N gl » h 72 wa%h%nQ .
;] ,,m\ ,/ N
/ / v Y
) . \ \
i J
g
N

o




CHAPTER IIIX
THE BATTLES PRIOR TO THE SIEGE

"Phe purpose [of the defense] is to break the
strength of the attacker, to pary his b}ows, to weaken
him and te bleed him white," - Von Leeb

Toward the end of April, Ge.aeral Bowen became in-

creasingly concerned over the Union activity across the river
from Grand Gulf., His scouts reported heavy concentrations of
Union troops on the west bank near Hard Times and he of
course was awsre of the passage of the Vicksburg batteries by
Porter's fleet, As early as April 27 Bowen began requesting
reenforcements to augment his meager force and also gave
Pemberton a fairly acourate estimate of possible events in
the Grand Gulf area:

I have the honor to report that all the movements of
the enemy during the last twenty-four hours seem t¢ in-
dicate an intention on their part to march their army
still lower dowvn in Louisiana, perhaps to Saint Joseph,

and then tn Eun their steamers by me and c¢ross to
Rodney . «

1pie1d Marshall General Ritter Von Leeb, Defence,
trans, Dr. Stephan T, Possony and Daniel Vilfray (Harrisburg,
Pa: Military Service Publishing Company, 1943), p. viii.

ZThg_ygr of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Unlon and Confederate Armies [herein-
after cited as OR], prerared under directicn of the Secretary
of War pursuant to Act of Congress approved 16 June 1880
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1880-1904), XXIV,
Pt, 3, p. 792,
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Pemberton responded by asking Bowen if he could hold with

what he had or if he needed more troops., Bowen asked for all
that Pemberton coanld spare,

The analysis of Grant's int;ntions was very close to
being correct. In fact, Bowen's only error was with respect
to the east bank landing site. He was not far wroung, however,
because Rodney is only ~ight miles south of Bruinsburg, the
point where Grant actu2iiy did land his army,

Pemberton's actions during the final days of April
were directed almost entirely againat Grierson and his 1,700
horsemen rathes than the larger force opposite Bowen, He did
not nompletely igrore Bowen, however, because on April 28 he
told Major General C, L., Stevenson who was commanding trocps
in and around Vicksburg, to send 5,000 men to Grand Gulf if
Bowen asked for tnem, Stevenson did net agree with this
course of action for he did not believ~ that the Union force
opposite Grand Gulf was the main one, He thought that they
were there merely to "lay waste the couwatry on that side'"
and that the Urion maneuver on the west bank was "a feint
to withdraw troops from a main attack l'ere [north of
Vicksburgl .’

Bowen's reenforcements were iinally sent and arrived
late on the thirtieth of May and early on the morming of the
first. These troops, consisting of two brigades led by
Brigadier Generals E, D, Tracy and Willi{am E, Baldwin,

30r, XXIv, *t. 3, p. 800.
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reached Bowen in time to take part in the battle of Port

Gibson but they were weak and exhausted after a long forced
march from Vioksburg¢4 The delay in sending the reenforce-
ments was apparently a result of Sherman's ruse north of the
city, but even ‘though they arrived late and exhausted, they
fought heroically and helped save Bowen's forces from being

decimated,
BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON - (1 MAY 1863)

Although +the Confederate forces were possibly aware
of some Union troops landing on the east bank as early as
5300 PM on the twenty-ninth of April,5 it was not until
1:00 AM on the first of May that the Confederates made con-
tact. Grant thus had ample time to get his troops across
the river and vnto the bluffs, This was of great importance
to the Union commander for he was highly wvulnerable to de-
feat in detall as long as ferrying operations continued,

Sktrmishing began early on the first between a large
Union force under Major General John A, McClernard and 1,000
Confederates under Brigadier General Martin E, Green who on
Boven's order, huad set up a defensive line along the road
between Bruinsburg and Port Gibson (see Figure 3)., Green's

men held off the Yankees until around 10:00 AM when fresh

“R. S, Bevier, History of the First and : cond
Missouri Confederate Brigades 1861-1865 (St. Louis: Bryan,
Brand and Compary, 1879), P, 116,

5Bevier, p. 175,




FIGURE 3
BATTLE OF PORT GIBSON

SO\U.'OQ! OR' nIv’\ Pto 1’ po 6650
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Union troops forced them back téewards Port Gibson.

As Gresn withdrew, Baldwin, who had arrived with the
exhausted reenfcrcements from Vicksburg, was ordered to form
a new line about une mile to Green's rear, Green was then
ordered to assist General Tracy who had also arrived from
Vicksburg and who had taken a position to the right of
Baldwin, After the Confederates had established their new
positions, the Federals attacked, For the next several hours
bitter fighting took place all along the line and at times
there was danger of Bowen's flanks being turned by the
Federals, DBowen’s position was desperate, Running low on
ammunition an¢ outnumbered three to one, he decided to attempt
a counterattack in order to turn Grant's right flauk, Be-
tween 1:00 and 2:00 PM the attack was launched. Under Bowen's
personal direction, the furious assault was almost successful
but after routing two brigades of enemy troops, the Confeder-
ates were stopped by a third and had to give up their limited

o:rtenaive.6

Bewen's attack did give the Confederates time,
however, and caused the enemy to slow down their activities
for the rest of the afternoon.,

At dusk the enemy attacked again and Bowen was over-
wvhelmed by the masses of fresh Union troops who kept pouring
into the battle from the base at Bruinsburg, Against im-
possible odds, he withdrew from the fight and moved north

across the Bayou Pierre.7 Bowen!s force during the battle of

®0R, XXIV, Pt. 1, Dp. 663-664.
ToRr, XXIV, Pt. 1, pp. 663-664.
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Port Gibson numbered only 5,164 men while the Union force

opposing them was almost 20,000 strong.8

It is a wonder that
Bowen held thexn off as long as he did,

After Bowen's defeat at Port Gibson, Pemberton
realized the seriousness of his predicament and tried to
concentrate his rorces for the defemse of Vicksburg., He
ordered Loring's division to return to Vicksburg and on the
seventh of May, ordered Major General Gardner to bring 5,000
nen from Port Hudson to Jackson, He also bhegan to recall
the troops that he had sent north at an earlier date to help
General Brags,, All of these efforts were in vain, Pemberton
was too late, CGrant was ready to attack with a concentrated
army while Pemberton had his spread out in all directions,

In order to fully understand Pemberton's dilemma
during the firat week of May, it is necessary to examine
certain messages that he received from Johnston and Davis
during this period. On May 2, Johnston advised Pemberton
that "If Grant crosses, unite all your troops to beat him,
Success will give back what was abandoned to win it.“9 At
the time Johnston sent this message he was unaware that Grant
had landed and had beaten the Confederates at Port Gibson,
Pemberton's attempts to concentrate his army, nevertheless,
vere endorsed by Johnston in Chattanooga. Five days later,

however, Pemberton received another message pertaining to

8or, x/1V, Pt. 1, pp. 143, 664,
%R, XXIV, Pt. 1, p. 239,
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his defensive plans; this one was from Davis. Part of Davis!
message told Pemberton that ", . . To hold Vicksburg and Port
Hudson is necessary to a connection with Trans-Mississippi.@D
The following day Pemberton sent a message to Gardner to
", « « Return with 2,000 troops to Port Hudson, and hold it
to the last., Iresident says both places must be held."ll
Thus, after Pemberton received the message from Davis, he was
convinced that the Presicent did not want his army wandering
about looking for Grant but rather to remain close to Vicks-
burg and Port Hudcon so as to prevent their capture, From
that time on, then, Pemberton was oriented more on the re-
tention of terxain than on attacking his enemy. His opera-
tional plans after the seventh of May began to differ from
Johnstont!s, but at the same time were favorable to 'what Davis
had in mind, Tris fixation on retaining teirain, rather
than attacking Grant's forces, affected his decisions for
the rest of the Campaign and must have subdued any inclina-
tion he may have had to employ offensive tactics.

While Pemberton was gathering his forces and organ-
izing his defenses near the Big Black River, Grant was pre-
paring a daring offensive operation. By May 7, he had moved
across the Baycu Pierre behind Bowen and had established his
bridgehead at Grand Gulf. On that date Grant had a force of

41,000 men on the east side, He was ready to resume the

Wog, witv, Pt, 3, p. 812,
Hor, ¥xIv, Pt. 3, p. 845.
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offensive and strike inland for Vicksburg and on the eighth
of May the offensive began. In a daring move Grant cut loose
from his supply base and headed northeast to sever the eagt-
west railroad at Edward's Station.l2 Grant moved out of his
bridgehead with the Army of Tennessee in three columns,

Major General Jchn A, McClernand's corps on the left, Major
General William T, Sherman's in the center and Major General

Janes B, MePherson's on the right.
BATTLE OF RAYMOND - (12 MAY 1863)

On the twelfth of May both Sherman and McClermand's
colums clashed with Confederate pickets who were guarding
the crossings at Fourteen Mile Creek just south of the rail-
road. However, this activity did not develop into a signifi-
cant battle because neither the Union nor the Confederate
troops attacked in force., MoPherson, on the other hand, who
vas leading the rl'ght column, was further to the east and was
hit hard by a brigade sized force under Brigadier General
John Gregg. A fierce battle in the vicinity of Raymond (see
Figure 4) resulted,

Gregg had been ordered by Pemberton to move from

Jackson to Raymoné in order to guard supplies and assist in

12y, s, Grant, Personal Memoirs of U,S, Grant (New
York: Charles L, WebsTer and Company, 15855. T, p. 411;
Grant claims that he cut loose from his base of supplies on
May 8 but on the eleventh and twelfth of May heavily guarded
supply wagons were brought forward from Grand Gult, Most
of these wagons contained ammunition, (see: OR, XXIV, Pt, 3,
pp. 296, 306).




PIGURE 4
BATTLE OF RAYMOND

Source: Struggle for Vicksburg, editors of Civil War Times,
Historical Times Inc., (Harrisburg, Pa: Stackpole
BOOkB, 1967), Pe 34,
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delaying the Union columns.13 This directive was somewhat
offensive in nature and was one of the few sent by Pemberton
that actually ordered one of his commanders to go and meet
an advancing Yankee force, However, Pemberton did not intend
for Gregg to attack if the Union advance was too strong and
told Gregg to withdraw to Jackson if that were the case, As
a matter of fact, Pemberton, in a comment after the Campaign,
stated that the Battle of Raymond was the result of Gregg's
disobedience for he did not want Gregg to attack if the Union
force was too 1arge.l4

Gregg's attack on the Union forces at Raymond was
actually the result of poor intelligence for had he known
the size of the force he assaulted, he may have conducted his
operation differently, After the first message to Gregg,
Pemberton sent another indicating that the bulk of the Union
army was most likely advancing on Edward's Btation and as a
result, Gregg thought that the enemy his scouts were report-
ing near Raymond was only a brigade on a ‘''marauding ex-
pedi‘bion-.'"l5 The Confederate scouts gave weight to this
belief by reporting the strength of this enemy force at a=-
round 3,000 men, Based on this information, Gregg closed
with the Federals near Raymond but soon found out that the
Yankee force was a sizeable one, for in fact it was the

Union corps led by McPherson,

30r, xx1v, Pt. 3, pp. 851, 856.

l4S.A. Dors¢ , Recollections of Henry Watkins Allen
(New York: M, Doolady, IQEB%, P. 195,

50r, xxIV, Pt. 1, p. 737,
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Around 10:00 AM on the twelfth of May, the Confeder-

ates began an artillery barrage on the advancing Union column,
This caused the enemy troops to deploy in the woods alongside
the road two and one half miles west of Raymond., As the
Union troops deployed, Gregg moved a fixing force in front of
them and then hit the Union right flank with a main attack.
For a while he sgcceeded, for in the dust and smoke the Union
troops began to fall back in confusion., Gregg's success was
shertlived, however, for the Yankee defense hardened and
bitter fighting developed as the Federals stood their ground.
Shortly after noon Gregsg realized that the opposing
force was for superior to his and by 1:30 found himself on
the receiving end of a massive Union counterattack, Gregg's
position was nopeless, nis men began falling back in small
groups so a general withdrawal was ordered, The Confederates
moved to a bivouac site five miles east of the battlefield
and the next day moved back to Jackson, DMcPherson's corps
moved into the city and occupied Raymond that night.16
Gregg's attack was unsuccessful in terms of battle-
field victory, but it did have an affect on Grant's plans,
Because of the fury with which the Confederates hit MocPherson,
Grant believed that a formidable enemy force was located in
Jackson., He had been getting reports all along that General
Johnston was on his way to Mississippi and believed that this

attack at Raymond was by an advance force from a larger one

160R, XXIV, Pto 1’ PP. 736“7390
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commanded by Johnston in the Jackson area. As a result, Grant
changed his plans, Instead of going after Pemberton's force
in the vieirity of Edward's Station, he decided to head for
Jackson in order to break up any Confederate concentration in
that area,’
Late on the twelfth of May Grant ordered both
MecPherson and Sharman to head directly for the city of
Jackson, MecClermand, who was still skirmishing with Confeder-
ate troops south of Edward's Station, was ordered to break
contact and proceed to Raymond to bring up the Union rear.
While all this activity was taking place around
Raymond, Pemberton was trying to determine what the enemy
was up to, At first he thought that Grant would continue to
press the Confederate positions on the Big Black River but
by the morning of the thirteenth he had received conclusive
evidence from Loring that the enemy was moving to Jackson:
"From every source, both black and white, I learn that the
enemy are marching on Jackson, I think there can be no
doubt of this,u®
On the morning of the thirteenth the army immediately
available to Pemberton, which at that time was located in

the Edward's Station area, numbered 16,000 officers and xnen.l'9

grant, p. 499.
180r, xxIv, Pt. 3, p. 875,
1%Charies E, Hooker, "Mississippi," Confederate

Military History (1899) ed. C.A. Evana, (New York: Thomas
YbseIo!%, I§€2§, Vii, p. 139,
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This was a sizeable force which could inflict serious damage
on Grant's army if Pemberton knew where Grant's weakest point
was. Lacking detailed intelligence, which he so desperately
needed, Pemberton missed an opportunity to seize the
initiative by altacking a vulnerable force, For unknown to
Pemberton, MoClermand had a force of only three divisions
{13,000 men) located four miles south of Edwardhs Station
vhen Grant ordered him to break contaot.zo This force was
being held off by 16,000 Confederate troops and for a period
of time on the thirteenth, the Confederates did nothing while
McClernand withdrew his corps from the area., As a result of
poor intelligence at the high command level, the Confederates
failed to seize the initiative and attack a vulnerable Union
force, MoClernand broke contact intact and moved southeast

toward Jaokaon.21

FATTLE OF JACKSON - (14 MAY 1863)

A change in Confederate organization in the immediate
area of Vicksburg took place on the thirteenth of May, for
oii that day General Joseph E, Johnston arrived in the city of
Jackson, Johnston had been ordered by Secretary of War Seddon,
who was justifiably concerned over the situation around

Vicksburg, %to:

200r, XXIV, Pt. 1, pp. 146-147.
21oR, XXTV, Pt. 3, pp. 874-875; and Pt. 1, p. 261.
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Procecd at once to Mississippi and take chief command
of the forces, giving to those in the field as far as
practicable, the encouragement and benefit of your
personal direction., Arrange to take for temporary ser-
vice with you, or to be followed without delay 3,000
good troops, who will be substituted in General Bragg's
army by a large number of prisoners recently returned
from the Arkansas Post capture, and reorganized, now on
their way to General Pemberton, Stop them at the point
most convenient to join General Bragg., You will find
reenforceuments from General Beaureggsd to General
Pemberton and more may be expscted,

On the thirteenth, then, there were two senior Confederate
officers in the vicinity of Vicksburg and, according to the
message from Seddon, Johnston was in overall command, As
will be seen, however, neither Pemberton nor Johnston did
much to support each other,

When Johnston arrived in #ackson he discovered that
the forces there were woefully inadequate to even defend the
city, let alone take on Grant who at that time war moving
rapidly towards him. Johnston soon grasped the seriousness
of the situation and upon receiving intelligence that a
portion of Grant's army was in the vicinity of Clinton, sent
an urgent directive to Pemberton to move with haste and
attack these Union *broops.z3 The message was given to three
different couriers, one of whom, unfortunately, was a Union

agent,

220R, XXIV, Pt. 1, p. 215.

23Joseph E., Johnston, "Jefferson Davis and the
Mississippl Campaign," Battles and leaders of the Oivil War,
ed, Robert Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Buel (New
York: The Century Company, 1884-1887), III, p. 479.
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As the Union agent rode to Grant's army, the Confeder-
ate couriers headed for Pemberton over different routes. On
the morning of the fourteenth one of these couriers reached
Pemberton's headquart~—s at Edward's Station, After reading
Johnston's message, Pemberton drafted the following reply:

o« o 1 move at once with whole available force
about 16,000 leaving Vaughn's brigade, about 1,500, at
Big Black Bridge, Tilghman's brigade, 1,500, now at
Baldwin's Ferry, I have ordered to bring up the rear of
my column, He will be, however, from 15 to 20 miles
behind it., To hold Vicksburg are Smith's and Formey's
divisions, extending from Snyder's to Warrenton number=
ing, effective, 7,500 men, . . The men have been march=-
ing several days, are much fatigued and, I fear, will
straggle very much, In directing this move, I do not
think you fully comprehend the position that Vicksburg
will be left 1y, but I comply at once with your order, 24

Pemberton then sent off a series of telegrams informing cer-
tain designated commanders to begin moving their troops to-
ward Edward's Station and for others, notable Brigadier
General John C, Vaughn, to remain in the trenches guarding
the Big Biack Bridge.

Shortly after these messages were sent, Pemberton
began to wonder if his superior really understood the
sitvation., The message from Johnston indicated that there
were four divisions under General Sherman at Clinton, Peme
berton thought, then, that he had been nrdered to attack
20,000 Union troops, a force which would be greater than the
16,000 which he had decided to move, Another reason why

Pemberton had second thoughts was that he knew a large number

240R, XXIV, Bt. 3, p. 877,
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of Union troops (McClernand's corps) were located near Raymond
and that if the Confederates moved to Clinton, they would be
farther from Vicksburg than this large Yankee force, Pember-
ton decided, therefore, that the course of action which his
superior directed was unwise and took it upon himself to
disregard Johnston's orders. He directed his forces to cease
preparations for a forward move and called a council of
war.25

Pemberton briefed his generals on Johnston'!s plan
during this conference but then presented his ovn concern for
the safety of Vicksburg, He stated that if they marched on
Clinton they would be vulnerable to defeat and that this de-
feat was likely to occur., There was, of course, some basis
for Pemberton's concern, He knew Grant had three corps mov=-
ing about the countryside an¢ that any one Confederate force
in the immediate area was greatly outnumbered, If the
message from Davis concerning the holding of Vicksburg is
congidered then it is understandable that Pemberton hesitated
to move out into the country east of Edward's Station and
expose his army,

The majority of the generals present disagreed with
Pemberton's ideas and voiced their support of Johnston's
plan, lMost of the officers wanted to take offensive action

and go after Urant rather than remain on the defensive.26

220R, XAIV, Pt. 1, p. 261,

260R, ¥XIV, Pt. 1, p. 261.
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One of thosc present was Major General William Wing Loring,
an aggressive commander vho had many years of battle experi-
ence, Loring proposed a new plan which differed from
Johnston's but was still offensive in nature, He suggested
that instead of hitting Grant's strength, the Confederates
should strike his weakness which they all thought at the time
wag the Union lines of communication.27

Pemberton was reluctant to accept even this idea
since it would also require a move away from Vicksburg,
Several of the other officers present, however, agreed with
Loring's plan sov Pemberton realized that his men were anxious
for a fight, He concluded that although Loring's proposal.
would give his men the fight they wanted, it would not involve
as much risk as Johnston's, Pemberton decided to adopt the
plan and strike Grant's lines of communication,2S

A message vas sent to Johnston informing him of the
change in plans and this was received by Johnston on the b
fourteenth, On reading the message the senior Confederate
commander became furious for not only would this muve violate
orders, but it would further separate his small force from
Pembertonts, The problems between these two officers began
to develop at this point and the end result was a conplete
lack of cooperation between the two Yor the remaining weeks

of the Campaign.

2Tporsey, pp. 215-216.

28R, XXIV, Pt, 1, p. 261,
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While Johnston fumed over Pemberton's insubordinatioen,
Grant was pressing the defenses around Jackson., Early on the
fourteenth, in a heavy rain, Sherman's and McPherson's Corps
approaching from Clinton and Raymond respectively, moved to-
ward Jackson (see Figure 5). But unknown to the Union Com-
danders, the city of Jackson was already being evacuated,
Having noted the necam~r force avallable to defend the city,
Johnston himself had departed at 3:00 AM that same morning
and had left General Gregg behind with orders to hold off the
Union columns long enouzh to permit the complete withdrawal
and evacuation of supplies.29 While Johprton withdrew north
on the Canton road, Gregg's troops moved i.te position to
meet the Yankees.3o

Gregg's men first made contact with McPherson's corps
along the Clinton road, It was raining at the time and only
brief skirmishing took place, =2ut by 11:00 AM the miserable
weather began to clear whereupon McPherson's troops assaulted
the Confederate defenses, After a valient attempt to hold
them off, the Confederates wlthdrew behind the outer defenses
of the city and raited for McPherson'!s next assault,

Meanwhile, Sherman's column, advancing down the Ray=-

mond road, was engaged by Gregg's artillery. The artillery

23 pawia C. Bearss, Decision in Mississippi (Little
Rock Arkansas: Pioneer Press, 1962), p. s Bearss concluded
that because of Jackson's imvortance as a strategic rail cenw
ter, through which all Confederate war material foxr Vicksburg
and points further south had to pass, Johnston's decision to
give up Jackson was probably the greatest blvnder of the Vicks-

burg Campaign,
300R, xaiV, Pt. 1, pp. 785-786,




FIGURE 5
BATTLE OF JACKSON

Source: Struggle for Vicksburg, p. 35.
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duel which resulted was shortlived however, for Sherman

directed more heavy guns into the contest and then managed

to get one of his units in behind an unguarded section of the
Confederate defenses, Minor fighting took place for several
hours and a general standoff resulted which lasted until
early in the afternoon. At about 2:00 PM, however, Gregg
received word that the supply wagons had safely evacuated
the city. His mission accomplished, Gregg broke contact and
withdrew out of Jackson to join Johnston.

The Federals soon discovered that the defenses around
the city were nc longer manned and moved in unopposed to se=-
cure this vital communications center. Throughout the rest
of the day and into the night Grant's troops burnt anything
of value to the Confederate army and also began tearing up
the railroad yards in the center of the town, The battle for
Jackson was withcut question thelr easiest of the Campaign.

Late in the afternoon that same d: y, Grant received
a copy of Johrnston's earlier message to Pemberton, The Union
agent had delivered it to McPherson who in turn had given it
to Grant, The Union commander thought this message was the
key to the Confederate plan of operations and immediately

31

began concentrating his army. He had no idea that the

order would be disobeyed by Femberton,

318. D. Lee, "The Campaign of Vicksburg,'" Publications

of the Mississippi Historical Society, ed. Franklin L,
kiTey (0xford, ﬁgss: Mississippi Historical Society, 1900),
I1I, pp. 33-34; and Grant, I, pp. 508-509,
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Grant moved his forces rapidly and by evening on
May 15, had seven divisions concentrated in the viecinity of
Bolton and Raymond. Grant's plan was for this force to ad-
vance toward kdward's Station the next day in order to meet
Pemberton's army as it moved toward Clinton.32 That night
Grant set up his headquarters at Clinton. His army rested,
unaware that the most decisive engagement of the Campaign
would be fought the next day.

Earlier on the fifteenth, back at Edward's Station,
Pemberton's army prepared to move out and sever Grant's
supply lines. The plan called for an early morning departure,
however an embarassing problem confronted Pemberton that
morning., He was informed that there were insufficient rations
and ammunition stockplled at Edwards to support the thxust on
the Union supply lines. As a result, the march was postponed
until these stores could be brought forward from Vicksburg.33

Five hours after the scheduled departure, the Con=-
federate colurms left Edward's Station., They moved down the
muddy road for only two miles when once again a major problem
was encountered, The planned crossing site on Baker's Creek
could not be used due to the Creek's '"swollen condition."34
Neither troops r.or artillery could get across but on Loring's

suggestion the army was marched up the right bank of the

2Lee, pp. 34-35.
33Bearss, p. 232.
540R, XXIV, Pt. 2, p. T4.
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Creek to the Jackson road bridge which wac still intact.
Apparantly, while the troops were standing around during the
morning waiting for rations, their officers had been idle for
no one had ‘thought to conduct a reconnaissance of the desig-
nated crossing site.35 More valuable time was lost,

Loring crossed his men over the bridge and upon
reaching the Raymond road, marched to the southeast. As dusk
was approaching his scouts began to report that Union troops
were concentrated near the Bolton road. At the time Pember-
ton's column was not very organized and was spread out over
a long route of march, Rather than risk a night engagement,
Pemberton decided to bivouac his scattered column,

It vas almost midnight on the fifteenth before
Pemberton's exhausted army finally settled down. The long
day's march had been a sad affair; many mistakes nad been
made, but the mistakes of the next day were to be even great-
er. The Confederate troops, bedding down for the night could
see in the distance the bright glow of the Union campfires

less than three miles away.36

BATYLE OF CHAMPION HILL - (16 MAY 1863)

At 5:00 AM on the sixteenth of May, Peter McCardle,
and William Hennessey, two workers on the Southern Railroad

of Mississippi, were shown Into Grant's tent. These two

35Bearss, pp. 232-233.

360R, iXTV, Pt. 2, p. 114.
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civilians informed Graut that they had been through Edward's
Station the previous night and that a large Confederate army
consisting of 80 regiments of infantry and 10 batteries of
artillery was gathering there, They estimated the total
strength of this force at about 25,000 men,>'

Upon hearing this news, Grant dispatched a message
for Sherman to rush a division of reenforcements from Jackson
and then ordered l!lcPherson and McClernand to move their
commands forward toward Edward's Station., All of this was
accomplished in the early morning hours aand by 6:00 AM
MeClernands corps was on the road, McPherson started out
soon after,

The two corps moved toward Edwards in three separate
columns; McPherson along the Jackson road and MeClernand's
corps along the Middle and Raymond roads (see Figure 6).
Grant's orders to both of these commanders were %o "move
cautiously with skirmishers to the front to feel for the
enemy."38 He was not yet sure which way the Confederates
would move,

At abcut 7:00 AM McClernand's corps was taken under
fire by Confederate pickets who were guarding a roadblock on

3Tsames H., Wilson, "A Staff Officers Journal of the
Vicksburg Campaign, April 30 to July 4, 1863," Journal of
the Milit Service Institution (New York: Wynkoop Hallen-
beck §5aw%or3 Go, 1908), XL I1I, p. 107; also OR, XXIV, Pt, 1,
pp. 51-52; and Ulysses S, Grant, "The Vicksburg Campaign,"
Battles and Leaders of the Civil Var, III, p. 509.

38U.S. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U,S, Grant, I,
p. 512,




FIGURE 6
BATTLE OF CHAMPION HILL

Source: Struggle for Vicksburg, p. 37 and Mathew Formey
Stecele, American Campaigns (Washington: Byyon S.

Adams, 1909), II, p. 221,
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the Raymond road, Pemberton was soon made aware of this con-
tact by Colonel Wirt Adams, his cavalry commander who came
riding up to the TUonfederate headquatters during Pemberton's
morning briefing, Adams told Pemberton that a Yankee force
was advancing in large numbers along the Raymond road.39
Before Pembertor had decided what to do about this immediate
threat, a courier arrived with a message from General Johns-
ton, This message was Johnston's reply to the one Pemberton
had sent earlier concerning the decision to sever Grant's
supply line, In it Johnston informed Pemberton of the
evacuation of Jackson and reiterated his order for Pemberton
to move at once and join him north of the Southern Railroad
of Mississippl, Pemberton then decided, after wasting two
days, that it would be wise to obey his superior. But by this
time Pemberton was in an awkward position. His army was

spread out "foxr about two and a half miles"4o

roughly north
to south aleng the Ratliff road (see Figure 6)., To further
complicate matters his advance guard was in contact with a
strong Union force on the Raymond road.41
Pemberton'!s reply to Johnston outlined a plan to

reverse the army's route of march, recross Bakers Creek, and
return to Kdawardt's Station, From there he planned to move up
the Brownsville road tnward General Johnston's position at

Calhoun Station, seven miles south of Canton,

5%R, XXIV, Pt. 2, pp. 75, 93-94 and Pt. 1, p. 263,
40rce, v. 36 #1or, xxXIV, Pt. 1, pp. 148, 639,
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But the Confederate trains first had to be moved
aside to make way for the front of the columm vhich at that
time was on the Raymond road heading east, Much confusion
reigned as the elongated column of troops was reassemhled
and the wagons cleared out of the way. By 9:30 {he "road was
open" and was "free for the passage of troopa."42 However,
by the‘time his army was ready to move, Pemberton began to
get concerned about the mounting din of dattle to the south-
east, It beceme evident that the Yankess were so close that
they would socn be in a position to assault his long column
and overrun the scattered units, Pembcrton decided to forgo
the move to Join Johnston and oxrdered lLiis divisioen commanders
to deploy in line of battle,

After some time, a battle line about one and one
quarter miles long was formed extending north to south along
the military creast of the ridge overlookirg Jackson Creek,
This ridge was Just to the east of the Rat.iff road., Loring's
division was on the right (south), Bowen in the center, and
Stevenson on the left (north) (see Figure 6), The Confeder-
ates believed that this orientation would offer the best
defensive line; they apparently were unaware that three
Yankee divisions from McPherson's corps were advancing down
the Jackson road (northern Union column) straight toward

Pembertonts vulnerable left flank.

420R, XXIV, Pt. 2, p. 9.
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About 3:00 AM Brigadier General S, D, Lee, from
Stevenson's division, received a report from his rorward
elements that a strong Union column was approaching from the
northeast.43 This was startling news because there were no
troops positioned to stop this advance and if this Union
force continued unopposed, Edward's Station and the road to
Vicksburg would be in Yankee hands,

Lee quickly shifted his brigade further to the north
to block the Union advance, His brigade then occupled a
narrow ridge wiih his right flank anchored on the crest of
Champion Hill. Soon after lee adjusted his position, Grant,
in the Union cawmp, was made aware of the existence of a
number of Confederate positions near Champion Hill,

In anticipation for an expected battle, Grant's staff
gave him a hurried briefing on the terrain in the vicinity of
the ridgelins, Satisfied that the Hill could be taken, Grant
decided to assault and directed two divisions, led by
Brigadier General Charles E, Hovey and Major General John A,
Logan to deploy in battle formation,

Lee watched these two divisions form in the fields
to his front but noticed that the Yankee formations were
otiented in such a way that his left flank was again threaten-
ed, Consequen“ly, he again shifted some of his troops fur-

ther to the left, This caused concern to the rest of the

43Lee, Pr. 37-38,
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Confederate line to the south of his position and as a result
a general shift to the left took place., ILee's right mo
longer occupied Champion Hill, however, Brigadier General
Alfred Cumming's brigade, whioch had also shifted left, took
over this position. Thus, as the Union troops gathered for
the assault, Pemberton's men were still adjusting their
positions and many of the Rebel troops were tired from moving
about the battlefield at double time., They were certainly
not in the best of shape for the coming fight. %c add to
Pembertonts problems there were dangerous gaps in the Con-
federate line.44

When the Union troops were formed and ready, Grant
ordered the attack to begin and at 10:%30 Hovey's and Logan's
troops, 10,00C strong, rushed forward toward Lee's position
cheering loudly, Lee's troops braced for the assault.45

The Union assault force began working their way up
the slopes toward Lee's positions but soon came under devast-
ating fire from Lee's Alabamans on the ridgeline, The Yankee
force slowed, tiien came to a halt., General Logan was en-
countering the nost resistance but noticed that the Confeder-
ate left flank was weak and in places was unmanned, He quick-
ly took advantage of the situation and ordered his reserve
brigade to strike lee's left and attempt to get behind the
Confederate line in order to secure the Jackson road, If
this could be done, one Confederate escape route would be cut

off.

440R, %AV, rt. 2, p. 95. 4POR, XXIV, Pt, 2, p. 42,
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General Stevenson, meanwhile, watched the Yankee
buildup to the ieft and realizing he could not stop this
attack with his own forces, rushed an urgent messaize to
Pemberton informing him that he could not hold for long with-

out assistance.46

He then repositioned some of his troops
again, The Confederates moved to the left and became even
more dangerously spread out,

Having adjusted their positions and regrouped, the
Union troops continued the attack and by 11:30 begun to drive
back the Confecerate ~utposts. The Confederate main line
walted as the Yankees drew closer scrambling up the hill-
side, When the assaulting troops were within 300 yards, the
Confederate guns opened up with double charges of canister,
Under the withering fire the Federals quickly took cover in
a shallow ravine but by then they were within shouting dis-
tance of the Confederate troops only 75 yarés away., Huddled
in the ravine, the Yankees received the order to fix bayonets
and to prepare for a final lunge on the hill, When the
attack order was given the Union trocps lept from cover and
raced for the Confederate positions with a hideous yell.47

A bloody slaughter raged for five long minutes as the
Union troops, brandishing deadly bayonets and wielding mus-
kets 1like clubs, drove the Rebels back., By 2:00 PM the hill

vas occupied by Union troops. The Confederates had lost four

cannons and a nuwaber of prisoners, Dead and wounded littered

450R, ¥XIV, Pt. 2, p. 121. *TOR, XXIV, Pt. 2, p. 44,
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the battlefield but the slaughter continued, All along the
ridge biltter fignting took place until about 1:30 PM when Lee
decided re could no longer hold and consequently gave the
order to fail buck to a new defensive line covering the
Jackson road.46

But the Yankee tide continued on and before long
drove btack Lee's second line, ™he Confederates fell back in
droves and somz fled across the Baker's Creek bridge. As a
result, Lee was forced to abandon a section of the Jackson
road,

Witk part of the Jackson road in the hands of Union
troops, Grant had partial ownership of one of the two escape
routes availatle to Pembertc.., He continued to apply pressure,

While this violent struggle was taking place to his
north, Pemberton received the urgent message from Stevenson
vo send help, He received thismessage at about noon but did
not issue any recenforcement orders until arourd 1:00 PM, No
doubt he was concerned about cond.tions to his front, But
oddly enough, nuv major Yankee assault was being thrown at the
Confederate line from either the Middle or Raymond road, de-
aplte the fact that at least .our Union divisions were on
thege avenues of approach.

Concerned over the serious consequences of his left

flank being tuvrned bty *he Yankees, J'smberton sent a staff

48R, xAIV, ¥t. 2, p. 102 and Lee, p. 45.
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officer to:

Tell Generzl Bowen to move up at once to assist
Stevenson, and tell Loring to move his division - leav-
bo"the ascistance of Stevenson, and srash ine eneuy.is

? )

The courier fivst arrived at Bowen's headgquarters
but upon hearing Pemberton's orders, Bowen asked i1f the
Confederate commander realized that a sizeable Union force
was to his front., Bowen refused to obey the order unless
preemptorily ordered to do so, One of Loring's staff officers
vho was present stated that Loring also concurred in Bowen's
estimate because there was a large force in front of Loring's
position as well which threatened the Confederate defenses
along the Raymond road, The courier rode back to Pemberton
to give him the news. Pemberton was furious and sent another
order to Boweit t5 rush one brigade to Stevenson's left at
once and to "follow with his other brigade as soon as
possible."so

Pemberton was greltly disturbed over the dishearten-

ing news from Stevenson to nis north and over the disobedience
of his subordinates in the south, Deciding not to wait, he
rode up to Bowen's defensive positions himself and ordered
Colonel Francis 4. Cockrell, one of Bowven's brigade com-

51

manders, to move to Stevenson's assistance immediately,

Cockrell obeyed and marched his troops north to join the

490r, YaIV, Pt. 2, pp. 120~121,
20or, ¥xIV, Pt. 2, p. 121,

SloR, XTIV, Pt. 2, p. 110.
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fight., Bowen was not far behind for he soon moved up on
Cockrell's right with Green's brigade, These two brigades
then maneuvered iunto a position from which an assault on the
Yankee line coulil be made, Although ordered to reenforce
Stevenson, Bowen's men soon discovered that the situation
was desperate and a counterattack was ordered.52

About 2:30, Bowen's men, with a wild Rebel yell,
lunged forward and charged the hill abandoned earlier by
Stevenson. The Union troops tried in vain to hold them off
and blasted the charging line with canister, It was hope-
less, The Confederate charge tore into a Yankee line and
could not be stopped, The Union troops broke and fell back
from the crest of Champion Hill, The Southermers were once
agein in control of the commanding terrain and were then in
a position to split Grant's army and score a major victory.
They pushed forward to follow up the fleeing Yankees,

The Conrederate drive was shortlived, however, as the
Uiion retreat slowed and then stopped to resist the pursuing
troops. The Yankees, having recovered, began to nass again
to Bowen's front and then counterattacked his positions in
full force., A desperate struggle ensued, but by 4:00 PN,
with his ammunition running low and with his flanks dangere
ously threatened, Bowen ordered his men to fall back from the

crest of the hill.

520R, XXIV, Pt. 2,7p, 110-111,




69

General Loring's division did not come to the aid of
Stevenson or Bowen until late in the afternoon wheu it was
too late to do much good. Pemberton had sent him a number of
messages throughout the afternoon but Loring was of the
opinion that Pemderton must not have had any idea that a
large Union force was located on the Raymond road. Loring
assumed that if he went to aid the left flank, the Raymond
road would be abandoned to the Yankees, Pemberton was aware
02 the force t¢ Loring's front but nevertheless ordered him
to reenforce in the north. At one point Penmberton actually
went looking for Loring himself out could not locate him for
as he gearched the battlefield, Loring had decided to obey
and had marched north by a route other than the one Pemberton
wes on.53

But Loring had moved too late; the Confederate situ-
ation was hopeless, Stevenson's division had been routed;
Bowen's had been badly mauled in the valient counterattack;
and a total of 16 Southern guns had been captured during the
days fighting., In spite of the valient efforts of the
Southern ‘roops, they had been badly beaten, Femberton had
no choice but to give up the struggle.,

Late in the afternoon Pemberton issued orders for his
army to withdraw across Baker's Creek and ordered Loring to

cover this retreat by crganizing a defensive line on the

530R; XAIV, Yt. 2, pp. 76, 83, 91-82; and Pt. 1,
p. 264,
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Raymond road, Two routes were used by the Confederates, the
Jackson road in the north and the Raymond road in the south,
The exhausted army crossed Baker's Creek without mch diffi-
culty and continued on to the defenses on the west bank of
the Big Black River adjacent to the Big Black Bridge (see
Figure 7).

After watching Loring deploy his division on the
Raymond road, Pemberton rode on to the Big Black Bridge. He
wanted to irsure that General Vaughn, who had been left to
arrange the defenses on the Big Black, was prepared to receive
the withdrawing troops and was ready to beat off the pursuing
Federals, The Union troopsy however, did not pursue the Con-
federates as hard as they could have, They too had had a
trying day and, thus, liuited their pursuit to harassing
action on the retiring Confederate columns,

By nightfall the battle of Champion Hill was over
but both sides had paid a grim price for the day's activity,
Pembertonts cesualties were 3,851 while Grant's were 2,441.54
The struggle at Champion Hill was clearly the most decisive
of the Campaign for it sealed the fate of Pembertom's army.
By evening on the sixteenth he was completely cut off from
Johnston's army. Unless he wvanted to fight his way through
the Yankee hord, he had no choice but to move back towards

Vicksburg and hepe for Johnston to come to his aid.

54Thomas L, Livermore, Numbers and losses in the
Civil War in America, 1861-1865 (New York: Houghton Mifflin
and Company, 1901), p. 99.




FIGURE 7
BATTL: OF BIG BLACK BRIDGE

Source: Struggle for Vicksburg, pe. 39.
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By midnight most of the Confederate forces had with-

drawn to the deferses near the Big Black River, ILoring,
however, had been cut off by Union troops and could not get
back across the river, He turned his division south and then
east to evade the Yankee army. By the twentieth Loring
reached Jackson and was then a part of Johnstont's force.

That night part of Grant's army bivouaced on Champion
Hill. The Union coldiers were not alone, for the dead and
wounded were sirewn about in terrible heaps. Throughout the
night the ambulance corps with flaming torches prowled among

the moaning solaiers, searching for the dead and wounded.55
BATTLHE AT BIG BLACK RIVER ~ (17 MAY 1863)

By morning on the seventeenth, the Confederates, with
the exception of General Bowen, were on the way to Vicksburg.
Bowen had been ordered to hold the line of fortifications
covering the Biz Black Bridge (see Figure 7) until Loring's
division arrived, Femberton at that time did not know that
Loring was already enroute to join Johnston,

Bowen's defense did not last long, for McClernmand's
corns, arrivin~ in his front by midmorning, routed the Con-
federates aftei a very brief assault, The colorful Union

commander, Brigadier General Michael K. Lawler, led a violent

55Histony of the Forty-Sixtn Regiment Indianz
Volunteer Infantryv, comp. Reglimen®al AssoclatIon (Logansport,
Tndiana: Vilson, Humphreys and Company, 1888), p. 62,
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charre which troke the back of Bowen's defense. Leading his
men in a frenzied bayonet charge across an open field, Lawler

56 Those wao were nct

routed the Confederates in short order,
captured raced across the Bridge in full retreat and headed
for the safety nf Vicksburg. The riuce at the Big Black vas
no doubt Pembecton's saddest moment in the caumpaign., The
last line of resistance outside Vicksburg had been broken,
Pemberton's army closed into the city and by nightfall on
May 18, was completely invested behind the defenses, for the
Army of Tennessee had closed in on all sides, The seige of

Vicksburg was adsout to begin,

560R, A1V, Pt. 2, pp. 135-137.




CHAPTER IV
THY SIEGE OF VICKSBURG

"Defensive warfare , ., . does not consist of walt-
ing for things to happen, Ve must walt only if it ]
brings us visible anc decisive advantages." ~ Clausewitz~

Inside the Vicksburg defensive ring the Confederates
vorked feverishly on last minute preparations for the ex-
pected Yankee assault, A force of 18,400 men, four Confeder-
ate divisions, moved about the earthworks readying the forti-
fications. Major General C., L., Stevenson's men were oriented
to the soutnh and cast, Major General John H, Forney's also to
the east and lajor General [, L., Smitht's men to the north,
Major General John 3, Rowen's division was placed in a cen-
tral location to reenforce as nece::sary2 (see Figure 8),

The earthworks surrounding Vicksburg ccnsisted of
nine strongpoints connected by a long line of trenches. Al-
most nine niles L1 these works protected Vicksburg from the
north, east and south while the steep bluffs to the west

offered natural nrotection,

1Gcnera1 )~ 1 von Clausewitz, Principlec of War, ed
on. trans, Hans ., Gatzke (Harrisburs, Pa: Ililitary Service
Publishins Zompany. 1942), p. 54.

?Chorles :, iHooker, “Mississippi," Confederate Mili-
tary History (1899) ed. C. A, tvans (New York: Thomas
Yoseloff, 1962}, VI1, pn., 149-150,

5




FIGURS 8
THY SIkGE OF VICKSBURG

Source: Struggle for Vicksburgz, editors of Civil War Times,
Historical Times Inec,, (Harrisburg, Pas Stackpole

BOOkS, 1967)’ D 420
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By the morning of the nineteenth, Sherman's corps had
closed on the northern Confederate defenses and had estab-
lished linkup with Porierts fleet on the river, McPherson
and McClernand, meanwhile, had also moved in and had estab-
lished their positions within several hundred yards of the
Confederate works to the northeast and east respectively.
Confident that the beaten Confederates would crumbie under
his assaulting troops, Grant scheduled his first attack for
that same afternoon.

Sherman's corps was the closest to the earthworks and
was the only Fecderal force which was prepared for an immediate
assault, Early that afternoon Sherman hurled his men against
the Stockade Redan Sector on the northern defenses. The
Union lines struggled forward but soon became disorganized in
abatis-choked ravines, Several times the Ffederals had to
slow their forward move to reform but gradually fought their
way to within 120 yards of the Stockade Redan. The Confeder-
ate defensive fire was murderous, nevertheless a Yankee regi-
ment was able to dash to within a few yards of a ditch just
in front of th: earthworks. This was as far as they got.
Crouching in the ditch, they were pinned down by the hail of
fire from the Rebel trenches. Unable to mount the parapet
to their front, the Yankees remained in the ditch and the
opposing forces spent the rest of the afternoon laying in the

hot sun blazing away at each other.3

3Stru le for Vicksburg, editors of Civil War Times,
Historical TImes Inc,(Harrisdburg, Pa: Stackpole Books, 1967)
pP. 49; and Edwin <, Bearss, Decision In Mississippi (Little
Rock, Arkansas: Pioneer Press, 1962), p. 298.
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Late in the day, under cover of darkness, Sherman's
troovs oroixe contact an¢ withdrew to the safety »f the Union
lines, Grant's first attempt to crack the Confederate de-
fenses had failed and the price he paid was steep, Over 900
Union casualties were suffered in the assault while the Con-
federates lost less than 300.4

This initial repulse had not convinced Grant that the
Confederate line would continue to hold so he ordzred another
assault to commenne at 10:00 AM on May 22. All forces were
involved in this second attempt, including Admiral Porter,
who early in the morning on the twenty-second, began bombard-
ing the city from the river below, For several hours the
incessant roar of artillery, both army and navy, shook the
Confederate line, Than, at about 10:00 AM, a simultaneous
assault by elemeuts of three Union corps rushed the Confeder-
ate works, Sherman's corvs in the north threw itself once
again on the Stockade Redan complex; lMcPherson assaulted the
earthworks on cither side of the Jackson road and MeClernand
crashed into the dzfenses flanking the Southern Railroad of
Mississippi and the Baldwints Ferry road.

On this second attempt, Sherman avoided the tree-
stewn ravines which had caused him trouble before, Instead
he decided to attack directly dowvn the Graveyard road, The

first wave of 150 volunteers dashed forward carrying logs

4The var of the Hebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records 01 the Union and Confederate Armies Therein-
after cited as ORJ, prepared under direction of the Secvetary

of Var pursuant to Act of Congress approved 16 June 1880
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which they plannzd to use to f£ill in the ditch fronting the
Stockade Redan, They were cut down by the withering Confeder-
ate fire as were two more attempts to reach the parapets.
These troops, crouching for cover, clogged the line of ad-
vance and, thus, Sherman was unable to move any more regi-
ments forward, dis attack came to an abrupt halt, Only about
two regiments from Sherman's entire corps had actually closed
with the enemy., The rest of his command never got their
attack movin{r,.5

O0ff to Sherman's left, McPherson was having problenms
as wvell, His right division, moved forward but soo: becane
entangled in the ebatis in front of the Rebel positions, His
center line was also slowed by the heavy volume of fire from
the Confederate trenches, Only sevean of McPherson's thirty
brigades were actually committed in this assault and of
these, only one, the left brigade, made a concentra*ed effori
to close with the Confederates., This brigade was led by
Stevenson who hurled his troops at the Great Redoubt at the .
far left of Melherson's sector, Stevenson's men managed to
reach the dite} in front of the works but could not advance
any further, He was forced to withdraw his assault force

under fire,

(Washington: Covernment Printing Office, 1880..1904), XXIV,
Pt. 2, p. 167; also Indiana at Vicksburg, by The Indianna-
Vicksburg Military Park Commission comp. Henry C., Adams
(Indianapolis: William B, Burford, 1911), p. 172; and
Struggle for Visnksburg, p. 50,

5 . 5 1 -

Struzgie for Vicksburg, p. 31; and Ohio at Vicksburg
Revort of the Ohio Vicksburz Ba:;tlefie?iﬁ Commission laolumbu‘s:
Ohis: (nu oudblicher listed), 1906), D. 58.
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+nile Sherman and Merherson .ere desverately trvins
to gain a foothold on the Rebel vositions, McClernand,
attacking in the vicinity of the railroad, succeeded in
penetrating the defensive line in the vicinity of the secend
Texas Iunette., However, this penetration was aquickly sealed
by the Confederates and McClernand sent an urgent message to
Grant for more men in order to take advantage of the break-
through, Upon receiving MeClernand's request, Grant ordered
Sherman and Mcrherson to renew their efforts and *rushed one
of McPherson's divisions to reenforce MeGlernmand,

At abovt 7:00 PM Sherman renewed his assault but was
driven back with heavy losses, at 3:00 PM he launched another
attack but it %oo was promptly beaten back., His final
assault an hour later also met with failure, Pemberton had
little difficulty driving off Sherman's afternoon attacks
for Sherman made the mistake of committing his troops at
various iocatious in pniecemeal, Once the Confederates had
beaten off one atitack all they had to do wvas to regroup and
go to meet the next.6

Like Sherman, McPherson's renewved altack got novhere,
His men chasged whe third Louisianna Redan heroically but the
assault was too feeble to succeed, Yart of his corps got to
within thirty yards of the Redan but were stopped at that
point, lLate that night McPhersont's men crept out of the
ditches in front of the Redan and returned to the safety of
the Union lines.

6Bearss,py. 502~%03,
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Mellernand, meanwhile, had received ais reauested ce-
enforcenent.: but by that Time the Conledcerates had reenforacs
as well and made a series of counterattacks to resteore their
defensive line. These were highly successful and forced
McClernand to vithdraw, Of Grant's threc corps commanders,
McClernand was unquestionadbly the most effective that day.

He was the only one to commit all of his troops simultaneously
and may very well have broken through completely had the other
corps done likevise, 1icClernand, however, in failing to re-
tain a strateazic reserve, contributed to his own failure to
sustain the momentum of the sttack and break through the Rebel
seal, Grant critized ilcClernand for his actions on that day
and claimed that the Union success in that corps sector was
greatly exaggerated by McOlernand.7

Late in the aftermoon, the fighting suhsided and by
nightfall the Union troops began to drift back from the
ditches, Grani's second attempt was a failure and it too had
been extremely costly. The Northern casualties for the
twenty-second of May were 3,199, while the Confederates were

less than 500.8 for the next three days the niles of dead

7U11ysseq 3. Grant, "The Vicksburg Campaign," Battles
and Leaders of the Civil VWar, ed by Robert Underwood Johnson
and Clarence Clough Buwel (Kew York: The Century Company,
1884-1887), III, p. 514,

8phomas 1. Livermore, Numbers and Losses in the Civil
War in imerica, 1861-1865(New York: Houghton Mifflin and
Company, 1901), v». 100; and Bearss, p. %04,
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and wounded laov

J

cn vhe field, The burning sun and the damm
dews caused mcst of the dead to decay rapidly and the vervible
stench drifted close to the Confrlegrate positions. A truce
was finally called in order to bury the soldiers laying on

the field, some of whom had died during the three days of
e}:posure.9

The unsuccessful assaults on the nineteenth and
twentieth finelly convinced Grant that the only way to bring
the Confederates to their knees was to lay ciese to the city.
Bvery possible approach by land or water was blocked by Grant
and Porter, Supvlies of all types were cut off frrm rember-
ton and for 47 days, wntil July 4, 1863, when Pemtexton finalls
gave up, the Conrederates were subjected to daily bombardmentis
from the army artillery and the navy guns on ' : river., The
soldiers had t2 endure the miserable exverience of liviazg in
the trenches and life inside the city soon became difficulil
to bear,

During the remainder of the siege maay apnroacsh
trenches were constructed and on June 25, 2ud again on Jvly 1,
mines were detonated in tunnels dug under the Confederate
defenses, However, even these attempts met with failure,

The Confederates were determined to hold the city to the end

and each Union wove on the earthworks cost many lives.

93. D, Lee, "The Siege of Vicksburg," Publicatiomsof
the lidssissippi llistorical Society, ed Franklin L, Riley
{0xford, Yiss: 1iississippl Historical Society, 1900), III,
pp. 63%=64.
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The battles on the nineteenth and twenty-second were
the last signirticant contests that the two armies engaged in.
¥rom that time ¢cn it was a waiting game for both sides, There
was, however, a reasonably large Confederate force in Grant's
rear under General Johnston that also waited, yet probably
should not have., No Confederate offensive action to speak of
was ever brouwght to bear on Grant's army by tnis force during
the entire one and one~half month siege, This is frankly
ineredible for the Union ferces surrounding the city slowly
grev in size and as time went on the chances of driving them
out of Mississippi grew less and less, With respect %o
offensive reaction on the part of the Confederates during the
siege therefore,there are two questions that prevail, Where
was General Johuston? And, why did he fail to come to
Pemberton's aid?

Yrior to his defeat at the Big Black Bridge, Pemberton
sent a message to Johnston which explained his earlier defeat
at Champion Hill and expressed his concern over the possibility
of being driven hack from the Big Black, Pemberton advised
his superior that if he had to evacuate the Big Black Bridge
he would alsc Lave to withdraw troops from Snyder's Bluff
north of the city and would have to move inside the Vicksburg
defenses, He alsc told his superior that "I have about sixty
days provisions at Vicksburg and Snyderts, I respectfully

10

await your instrucitions,” Johnston had no sooner read this

ok, %41V, Pt. 1, p. 241; and Joseph E. Jchnston,
Narrative of Military Operatiocns (New York: D, App.eton and
Tompany, 1874), D. 186,
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message when two local farmers informed him that Pemberton
had in fact been driven back from the Big Blacl and had with-
drawn his troops, including those at Snyder's Bluff, into
Vicksburg.l1 Jchnston gent the following reply:

e o o If Haynes! Bluff is untenadle, Vicksburg is of
no value, and cannot be held ., . . Under such circum-
stances, instead of loosing both troops and place, we must,
if possible, save the troops. If it is not too late,
evacuate Visksburg and its dependencies, and rarch to the
northeast,

About noon on May 18, as he was inspecting the earth-
works with some of his generals, Pemberton was handed
Johnston's message, He was amazed that Johnston would even
guggest an evecuation of the city:

o o o The evacuation of Vicksburg! It meant the loss
of the valuable stores and munitions of war collected for
its defense; the fall of Port Hwdson; the surrender of
the Mississippi River, and the severence of the Confeder-
acy. These were mighty interest, .i:ich, had I deemed the
evacuation practicable inthe sense in which I interpreted
General Johnston's instructions1 might well have made me
hesitate to execute them, . . 5

Pemberton again called a council of war in an effort
to decide what to d¢ about Johnston's message. The unanimous
opinion of the council was that it would be impossible to
evacuate the city and still have an army of any value left to
fight for the Confederacy. Pemberton, therefore, dispatched
the results of this meeting to Johnston informing him that he

intended to hold the fortress and that he believed Vicksburg

LloR, xXIV, Pt. 1, p. 218; and Johnston, pp. 186-187,
120r, xi1v, t. 3, p. 888.
Dor, xx1v, vt. 1, p. 272.
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to be "the rost iavorsant point in the Confederacy."i q
Unon receivt of this message Johaston, a bit Ais-
gruntled, replied: ", ., . I am trying to gather a force
vhich may attempt to welieve you. Ilold out., . . ."15
Johnston hegan to gather his army ir the vicinity of

Canton, On the nineteenth he telegraphed lMajor General

Gardner to evacuate Port Hudson and move all troops and field
artillery to Jackson. Again Johnston experienced the
frustrating experience of not having his orders obeyed for
Gardner did not move out of Port Hudson as instrucied, Be=-
fore long he too was invested and soon surrendered Port Hudson |
to a Union army urder General. Banks,

Reenforcements did, however, begin to trickle into
Johnston's arez of operations from other commands, ILoring,
vwho had been cul off from Vickeburg, arrived in Jackson on
the tventieth, ~“hree thousand troops from General Bragg's
command in Tennessee, began arriving in Jackson on the
eighteenth altier a problem-filled march, On the twenty-tifth d
2,000 more troons all the way from the Atlantic coast arrived

. 16
in Jackson.J

By ray ¢6, eirht days after Pemberton moved into
Vicksburz, Johnston's force numbered over 22,000 men, On this

date Yemberton and Johnston between them had more than 52,000

Lo, TV, Pt. 1, p. 273,
Oer, w3V, ¥t 3, p. 892,

'y - .
Your, IV, Tt. 1, pp. 215, 222; and Pt. 3, pp. 889,

925.
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soldiers while Crant had 50,000, By June 1, many more replaco-
ments had accived which increased Johnston's army by another
6,000 men and the total Confederate strength revse to 58,000,
Grant, on the other hand, still had about 51,000.17 On
June 3, Johnston's force grew gome more and reached 31,000 and
by that time he alsc had 78 pieces of field artillery, But
these troops who arrived on the third came from the bottom of
the revlacemnent barrel, There were no more, If Johnston was
to attempt any offensive action on Grant, he had to move fast.

Concerned over his failure to crack the Vicksburg de-
fense and over Johnston's growing army in his rear, Grant be-
gan calling for more men on May 25.18 On June second, the
first of thousands of Union reenforcements went ashore at
Snyder's Bluff, The massive Union buildup continuwd such that
by June 17, Grant's cormand totaled over 77,000 while the
Confederate total remained in the vicinity of 58,000,

Johnston continued to stall, 1In spite of continucus
prodding by th2 authorities in Richmond, he did very little by
way of harrassing operations on Grant's iron ring around Vickse
burg, On June 1%, having received no reenforcements since the
third and being awvare of Grant's buildup, Johnston telegravhed
Secretary of vWar Seddon that saving Vicksburg was "hopeless."l9

Seddon answered the next day:

1T0R, X4IV, Pt. 3, pp. 570~371, 942.943; and Pt. 2,
P. 325,

18or, iXIV, Pt. 3, pp. 349-350,

or, x1v, ¥t. 1, p. 227.
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e o o Vicksburg muc® 1t be lost without o desperate
struggle, The interest and honor of the Confederacy for-
bid it. I rely on you still to avert the loss. If
better resources do not offer, you must hazard attack.

It may be made in concert with the garrison, if practi-
cable, but ptherwise without, by day or night, as you
think best, >

On the eighteenth, Johnston replied that the Big Black
River would cut off his retreat route if he was defeated by
Grant and he, therefore, could not attack under those condi-
tions!21 Seddon was greatly disturbed with this news and
replied:

e o o the eyes and hopes of the Confederacy are upon
you, with the full confidence that you will act, and with
the sentiment that it were better to fail nobdly garing
than through prudence even to be inactive,. o o2

Johnston continued to procrastinate and although ris cavalry
did conduct vigorous scouting and patrolling near Srant's
positions along the Big Black River, the bulk of his force did
nothing but wait for the order to move.

Throughout the siege many messages between Pemberton
and Johnston were carried through the lines but the longer
the siege lasted the more difficult this became, For the most
part these messages concerned plans for a breakout attempt by
Pemherton, Larly in June Pemberton began asking Johnston
what his plans were in this regard and where he planned to

make his move to assist the beleaguered city. The replies to

200R, XXIV, Pt. 1, p. 227,

21, - :
OR, ZXIV, Pt. 1, p. 227.
220R, ¥XIV, ¥%. 1, p. 228.
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these early messapes did not reach Pemberton until the twenty-
first of June an¢ at that were not really answers to Pember-
ton's questions at all, Johnston replied by asking - whet
did Pemberton want him to 30223

Zach of these Confederate commanders continued re-
questing a decision concerning breakout from the other, but
no decision was ever made. As the messages drifted back and
forth, Grant's army grew larger. Union boats filled the river
and breakout by Pemberton appeared more and more impossible,
Admittedly, there was great difficulty in communicating ideas
through enemy lines, but even this does not appear to be an
adequate excusc for Johnston's faillure to act aggressively.

On the twenty-first Pemberton sent a message to
Johnston suggesting that the Army of Relief attack north of
the railroad wnile he attempted a breakout in the direction
of Hankinson's Ferry, Pemberton never received an answer to
thic mensage.24 In fact, the last message he did receive
from Johnston centained a suggestion that Pemberton make an
attempt to croes the river and join the Trans-Mississippi
forces., This was a ludicrocus suggeation in view of the large
numbers of Union boats wvhich patroled day and nign: along the

Mississippi river.25

230R, XXIV, Pt. 3, pp. 929, 953, 958, 961, 963,
965-9660

240R, ¥XIV, Pt. 3, pp. 969, 9T1-S72.
250R, ATV, Pt. 3, pp. $T1-972.
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Towaru the end of June, l'emberton began having serious
problems with troop morale., On May 18, ‘then his troops first
moved into Vicksburg, he had immediately ordered them into
the trenches and there they stayed throughout the entire siege.
In the beginning there was some hope since they all believed
that Johnston's Army of Relief would come to their rescue,
But, as time went on, this relief seemed less and less likely,
Pemberton himself beran to despair of holding Vicksburg for
his men were exrhausted and miserable and he saw no help from
Johnston, Daily bombardments were a constant problem and the
civilians even moved into caves dug into the hillsides in an
attempt to gain protection., Food was, of course, a problem
but in his report after the Campaign, Yemberton denied that
the lack of food or ammunition convinced him to surrender.26
In fact, the stores of food and ammunition existing in the
city at the end cf the Campaign were quite 1:3.1'ge.27
The reason remberton gave for his decision to surrend-
er was that his troops were enfeebled by long exposure to the

burning sun, drenching rains, damp fogs, and heavy dews, Al-

though his troops were on greatly reduced rations, there was

260R, iXIV, Pt. 1, pp. 285-286,

2ToR, X1V, Pt. 2, p. 178; also Pt. 1,pp. 62, 292
alsc Pt, %, pp. 869, 987; and Maj R. VW, Memminger, “The {
Surrender of Vicksburg - A Defence of General Pemberton,"
Southern Histcrical Society Pavers (Richmond, Va: The Society

e op——

n.c., 1876-1910), %11, p. 399.
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still food remaining and enough ammunition to hold off another
major Union asssuli or %o attempt a breakout, There seems (o
be no doubt that despair was the ultimate reason for the
urrender of Vicksburg and as such, part of the blame must be
placed on Johnston.28

Finally, on the morning of July 1, Johnston began his
long awaited move towards Vicksovurg. His army was at that
time 32,000 streng. As the army moved along the hot dusty
roads, with the trBops loaded dowvn with ammunition and three
days rations, straggling soon became a problem, In fact, some
units in the first day's march lost almost half their men.29

The march was not well organized and the subordinate
commanders were cquite irritated with the slovmess of the move,
On the second, & violent aigument broke out between Loring and

Walker, two of Johnston's division commanders. Apparently

Yalkerts %roops took too lons to break camp and held up Loring's

division causing the volatile Loring to vent his anger.so

By the third, Johnston's fsorce had reached a bivouac
site between Breownsville and the Big Black but except for
gome scouting ana patrolling, they spent the entire day in
camp eagerly awalting the expected battle, The battle never
came for as Johnston slowly moved toward the Big Black, the
Confederate generals inside Vicksburg were already discussing

surrender.,

280R, 1AI7, Pt. 1, pp. 285-286.
2%rR, 4:I/7, Pt. 3; and Bearss, p. 425.

Ogr, LIV, Pt. 5, p. 986,
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On the first of July Pemberton sent his generals a
note requestin;: thelr opinion on a breakout attempt, On the
gecond, three of T'emberton's four division commanders replied
that their troops no longer possessed the physical stamina
that a breakout attempt wou}d require, Two of the three,
including the aggressive Bowen,. even recommended immediate
capitulation.31

After receiving these replies from his division
commanders, lemberton called a meeting to discuss the matter
further, The alcernatives discussed were essentially that of
breakout versvs surrender, The general officers attending
wanimously agreed that the troops in the trenches hail endured
enough suffering.32 About 10:00 AM on the morning of the
third, General Rowen rode out of Vicksburg towards Grant's
headquarters with a proposal from Pemberton for arranging the
terms of surrender,

Grant's revly to iemberton'!s proposal was that only
an unconditional surrender would be acceptable, Tris was not
vhat Pemberton wanted and uwvon reading Grant's revly he told
Bowen that he would never surrender the city unconditionally,
Arrangerents were made for the two opposing commanders to talk
the situation ovor,

That afcernoon, Grant and Pemberton met between their
respective lines and together with two advisors each, dis-

cussed the matter of surrender., No agreement was reached at

5lor, #xzIv, Pt. 1, pp. 281-283; and Pt, 2, pp. 347~349,
520K, AXIV, Pt. 1, pp. 330-3%1,
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this meeting but Grant did tell Pemberton that he would send
the Confederates a letter outlining his terms by ten o'clock
that night.>>

Back inside Vicksburg the Confederate officers met
to decide what to do., None wvanted unconditional surrender
and some wanted to try and fight their way out rather than
surrender in that manner, But by 10:00 PM the letter from
Grant arrived. In it the Federal commander stated that he
would not insist on an unconditional surrender, Instead,
Grant provosecd tnat the Union army move into and take posses=-
sion of Vicksbhurg the next morning and that after each Con-
federate officer arnd enlisted man signed a parole, they
would be allowed te march out of Vicksburg. Additionally,
the terms required that, except for officers, who would be
allowed sidearms and one horse each, nothing but individual
clothing coulé be retained by the Rebels.34

A vote on the question of whether to surrender or
not was taken by the Confedcrate officers and all but two
voted to accept the terms.35 Penmberton himself still leaned
toward attempting a breakout but in as much as the majority

favored surrendexr, he addressed the group as follows:

35dohn ‘. Pemberton, "The Terms of Surrender,!
Battles and Leaders of the Civil Mar, III, o. 544.

540, XXIV, ¥t. 1, p. 284.
350R, (XIV, ¥t. 2, Pp. 352, 405,
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Wlell, gentlemen, I have heard your votes and I agree
with your almost unanissous decision, though my owvn pre-
ference wouid be to put myself at the head of my troops
and make a desperate effort to cut our way thmeugh the
enemy. Thet is my only hope of saving myself from shame
and disgrece. Far better would it be for me to die at
the head c¢f my army, even in vain -effort to force the
enenmy's lincs than to surrender it and live and meet the
obloquy which I kmow will be heape’ upon me, But my Auty
is to sacrifice myself to save the army which nas so
nobly done its duty to defend Vicksburg I, therefore,
concur with you and ghall offer to surrender this army
on the 4th cf July.3

Some objections were raised concerning the date of surrender
but Pemberton replied that he knew how the Yankees thought
and that in order to "gratify their national vanity" the
Federals would "yield then what could not be extorbed from
them at any other time."37

On the morning of July 4, 1853%, at about 10:00 AMN,
white flags began appearing along the Confederate line, the
long struggle for Vicksburg was over, The unhappy Confeder-
ates filed out of their trenches and shed their equipment in
small piles in front of their formations.

Before long General Logan, under a blazing sun, rode
up the dusty road into the city; behind him a long column of
grimy Federal soidiers, At 11:00 AM, at the Vicksburg Court-
house, Grant and Pemberton stood silently side by side as the
Confederate flag was lowered for the last time, The stars and

stripes vwere slowly ralsed in its place.

368. H, Lockett, "Defense of Vicksburg," Battles and

Leaders of the Civil War, III, p, 482.

5Tor, xrIv, Pt. 1, p. 285,




CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

"He will win vho has military capacity aﬁd is not
interfered with by the sovereign.! « Sun Tzu

In the »receeding Chapters Geneial Pembertonts
dilemma at Vicksburg was explored. The probleme he encounter-
ed vere surfaced and the actions he took against Grant were
presented, His problem concerning the lack of intelligence
was posslibly he most pressing one and, of course, his lack
of sufficient cavalry prevented its solution. Because of this
problem of intelligence he was constantly at the mercy of the
Union force throughout the Campaign and permitted himself to
be, in the words of his antagonist, defeated "in detatl,"?

This is not to say that Grant was far superior to
Pemberton in the tactical management of his forces, for
Pemberton had vreviously repulsed several Union attempts with
a certain degree of skill, Furthermore, Pemberton was operat-

ing under a haadicap from which Grant did not suffer; he was

Lsun Tzu, The Art of War. trans, Lionel Giles, ed,
Brigadier General Thomas R, Pniliips (Harrisburg, Pa: The
Military Service Publishing Company, 1957), p. 51.

%y, S. Grant, Personal Memoirs of U, S, Grant (New
York: Charles L. Webster and Company, 1885), 1, p. 496,
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supposed to defend on his own ground, and not attack the
enemy's camp, Tc conclude that P’emberton was easy prey for
Grant would be erroneous for he did hold out for a consider-
able period and with a little assisgtance from Johnston may
have turned the tide of bhattle agairst Grant,

The problen explored in this thesis was to determine
if Genergl Pemberton applied the principle of the offensive
during his detense of Vicksburg and to determine why he falled
to gain the initiative at any time during a defensive opera-
tioﬁ that lasted almost two months, The remaining paragraphs
of this chapter contain the authors solution to the stated
problem.3

The three major offensive actions discussed in the
introduction were the spoiling attack, the counterattack and
to avoid becoming fixed, These are the major actions that

~can be taken by a defender in applying the principle of the
offensive,

Prior to Crant's landing and final assault on Vicksburg,
Pemberton directed successful spoiling attacks at Holly Springs
and against the Union Probes near the northern approaches to the
Yazoco River, Spoiling attacks were also directed against
Grierson's cavalry early in the Campaign but these were so

diverse as to be virtually ineffective, Gregg was, of course,

3It should be noted that several historians, notably
Catton, Never Call Retreat and Pemberton, Pemberton Defender
of Vicksﬁurg, have identiried many of the probiems discussed
n 8 analysig as being the probable cause for Pemberton's
ultimate defeat., The purpose here, however, is to celate
these same problems to Pemberton's failures with respect to
the principle of the offensive in the defense and not to
explain his ultimate defeat.
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ordered to Raymcnd to harass Grant's columns, but here again
insufficient eifort resulted in disaster. Finally, Pemberton
himself started out on a venture to strike Grant's lines of
communication, a truly offensive irtention, which may have
caused Grant some concern if it had been carried out, even
though thére were no supplies to cut off, The move alone may
.have been enough to transfer the guessing problem to Grant's
headquarters for a period of time and may have giren the
Confederates additional time to reenforce in the Vicksburg
area.

The counterattack was employed on four occcasions, 2t

Port Gibson, at Raymond, at Champion Hill and during the
gecond assault on Vicksburg, Pemberton himselr was personally
involved in only one of thése; the Confederate attack at
Champion Hill, But none of these four counterattacks can be
considered as a deliberzte offensive maneuver by Pemberton's
army against Grants. Bach was a local counterattack generated
by one of Pemberton's subordinates at the scene of battle and
not by Pemberton himself, IKven at Champion Hill, the order
was not to attack a particular point in the line but to "assist
Stevenson."4 The subordinate commander, General bowen, was
the one who genesated the counterattack, It was not Pemberton,
Boven himself also directed the earlier counterattack at Port

Gibson; Cregg was not even supposed to attack at Raymond; and

4The Wiar of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the
Official Records of the Union and Confederate Armies, XA1V,
Pt. 2’ pp. 120"121.
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the counteratfack during the second Union assault was a minor
one since it only involved a small group of voliunteers,

The final possible action, that is, to avoid becoming

fixed, was at .o time taken by Pemberton. This particular
action implies the use 6f mobile tactics; keeping onds free-
dom of action by avoiding the main enemy strength yet remain-
1pg in such a posture that the capability to strike the enemy
is retained, Although Johnston advised him to do this,
Pemberton heeded the instructions of Davis and remained reda-
tively fixed until such time as he was compelled to retire
into Vicksburg and, thus, become completely fixed, Pemberton
lost the Campaign when he made the decision to lock himself
up in Vicksburg, for the Confederate forces outside the city
did not come to his aid as he had anticipated,

The orly truly offensive actions, therefore, that
Pemberton himself directed against Grant's invading army were
the spoiling attacks prior to Grant's landing and the planned
attack on Grani's lines of communications All the other con-
tacts were either generated by local commanders or were not
intended to be ac offensive as they turned out to be, The
planned move oa fGrant's supply line would have involved the
bulk of Pembertcn's force and was unquestionably intended to
be an offensive act on the invader., But as it was, this move
never materialized,

It can be¢ councluded, therefore, that General Pemberton
did apply the principle of the offensive prior to Graut's
final operation against Vicksburg but from the time Grant
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landed on April 30, 1863, until Viecksburg was secured by the
Union, Pemberton failed to apply this principle of war, How=-
ever, the problems that prevented his applying this principle
were many and these same problems prevented his gaining the
initiative ageinst Grant's invading army.

In the introduction four major factors vhich can
atfect the application of the principle of the orffensive in
the defense were presented, These were aggressiveness on the
part of the commander, excessive or unnecessary interference
from higher authority, avallability of intelligence and the
avallability end type of resources. These four factors will
assist in identifying the problems that prevented Pemberton
from gaining the initiative against Grant,

General Pemberton did not appear to be as aggressive
a8 his antagonist and this may have affected his taking offen=-
sive action, Faced with combating a commander who was cone
stantly on the offensive, Pemberton was hesitant to move very
far from his bise of operations. He appeared much more
cautious than Grant and even when he did direct an offensive
operation, as was the case when he planned to cut Grant's
supply line, he did so reluctantly.

The uncoovrdinated instructions from Davis and Johnston

could possibly be classified as interference because they

placed Pemberton at a disadvantage with respect o Grant., He
had to take time to determine which instructions to follow
while Grant moved about freely with no one hindering his

operations, But these instructions interfered with Pemberton's
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operations only hecause they were uncoordinated, Pemberton
himself probabtly should have gquestioned either Davis or
Johnston concemning their confiicting messages but there is
no indieation that he did,

The lack of available intelligence has alieady been

alluded to as a major cause of Pembertont!s failure to gain any
freedom of actinn and this unquestionably affected his taking
offensive action, Intelligence was clearly the key ingredient
necessary for Jonfederate victory at Vicksburg and Pemberton
had virtually none., In fact, Pemberion himself claimed that
the lack of intelligence resulting from the lack of cavalry
was a major cause of his loosing the Ca.mpaign.5
The one resource that Pemberton lacked which signirfi=-
cantly affected his gaining any freedom of action was cavalry.
Without this tvpe of force he couli not gain the intelligence
he so desperately needed and, as was alluded to in Chapter 1I,
Pemberton was fully aware, and made others aware, ¢f this need.
The one other rescurce Pemberton lacked was manpower, Al-
though both armies were relatively equal at the beginning of
the Campaign, 3rant's grew rapidly in size because of the man-
power reaources available to the Union, But even though
Pemberton's army was roughly equal to Grant's initially, it
was not concent-ated and as such was less effective against

a highly concentraved and mobile Union force.

SJohn C, Pemberton, Pemherton, Defender of Visksburg
(Chapel Hill: “hre University of North Carolina Press, 1942),
p. 291,
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General Pembertcn shouldered the blame fo:r the fall of
Vicksburg because he was the commander who surrendered the city
to the Union, But to condemn him for this may be unjust be-~
cause, as has been discussed above, many problems confronted
the Confederate commander which were thrust upon him by his
superiors. These same superiors failed to come to his aid and
left Pemberton locked in Vicksburg until he had no choice but
to give up in despair.




EPITOGUYE

"Generally speaking military history would seem to
furnish mere instances of failure due to over caution 1
then of failure due to excessive boldness," - Cyril Falls
A military historical study should sexrve one major

purpose; it sbhould provide students of military science and
future commanders an opportunity to benefit from the mistakes
of the past. One may say that the Civil War is a remote event
and that since the tactical and logistical proceduces employed
today do not ccmpare to those used in the 1860's, mistakes
made in the Civil War could not poasibly be repeated in the
future, Nothing could be further fyom the truth, The
principle of the cffensive in the defense is being violated
today in the jungies of South Vietnam., Perhaps sroiling
attacks and counterattacks will be conducted to tawart the
massive invasion from the North currently in process, but
this has not been accomplished zs yet. In the early stages
of the Korean War it was thought that merely the presence of
American troops would cause the invader to cease his attack.
We found out in that war, in a most bloody manner, that the
only ultimate course of action which can bring results is to
employ aggressive, offensive action as rapidly and as
massively as poscible,

loyril Falls, Ordeal By Battle (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1943), p. 41,
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Vith respect to the basic principles, wars are the
same, As Sun Tzu pointed out, centuries before Pemberton
fought at VickslLurg, the commander on the ground, if not per-
mitted to fight his own fight, will have difficulty acting
aggressively, There is no question that Pemberton's lack of
aggressiveness car be traced to this basic problem, A final
lesson that can he learned from Vickaburg is that a high state
of discipline, not only among the rank and file, but among
subordinate commanders as well, is essential to the application
of the principle of the offensive, Aggressive, resourceful
sommandexrs will inevitably achieve this discipline,
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