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¢ ARI RM 77-24
. PREPARATION OF THE ASVAB INFORMATION PAMPHLET

BACKGROUND

’ When the AFQT was the principal mental screen for applicants to any
. of the Armed Sexrvices, and classificatlon decisions were deferred until

‘ after applicants qualified on AFQT, the Enlistment Screening Test (EST)
was used by recruiters to predic’ performance on the AFQIT, The EST also
served to famillarize the applicauts with the type of items used and to
provide practice in test taking. With the advent of the velunteer

force, increased emphasis being placed nn classification testing and less
emphasis on the AFQT alone, the EST was less appropriate; 1t covered only
the few types of items which comprised AFQT.

In response to requests from the fleld for a means of providing
authorized and controlled practice in taking the Armed Services Vocatlonal
Aptitude Battery (ASVAB), DA ODCSPER asked AKI to develop & product which

! : would serve this purpose. The ASVAB Information Pamphlet was ARIL's answer,

\ CONTENT AND PURPCSE

By _
The ASVAB Information Famphlet contains an explanation of the purpose

of the ASVAB, its nature and makeup, the names of its 13 tests along with

their time limits and number of questions in each test, General Informa-

tion is presented on how to take the ASVAB, and this 1s followsd by

sample sets of seven questions of eanh of the 13 tests in the battery,

A sample answer sheet i1s provided, comparable to that used for the ASVAB,

with a scoring key which shows the correct answers for each sample ltem.

The ASVAB Infcrmation Pamphlet 1s expected to provide the prospective
enlistee with sufficient information about the battery to emable him or
ner to do his/her best in taking the ASVAB. The pamphlet should be
especially holpful to marginal abillity candidates, slow readers, slow P
: learners, those who have been out of school a considerable tlme, and those =
: not experienced in taking machine scoreable tests, _ 1

. This Information Pamphlet is intended to serve as the only offlclally
authorized source of information about the battery. Use of commercial and 3
other unofficial coaching documents may aoctually hinder applicant perform- X
: ance through inadvertently misleading information, while the ASVAB Infor- P
i mation Pamphlet was designed to provide maximum gulidsnce, shy of teaching ’
i actual operational questions.
i




ARL RM 77-14
METHOD

The ASVAB Information Pamphlet-was prepared after. consulting the
following material:

1, The AFQT Information Pamphlet, PT 4502R, produced by ARI
in 196¢ and reprinted in ARI Research Report 1179,
Effectivéneas of Seleetion and blassifl«ation Testigg.
September ¢9?3 P . .

2. ASVAB Counselols M¢nua1, DOD lj04 1ZX USMEPCOM July 1976.

3. ASVAB 5 Specimen Set DOD Armed Forces Vocational Testing
’ Group, 1976_ s

L, Sample Enlistment Test ARI Unpublibhed Manuscript 1975,

The :test questions used in the ASVAS Information Pamphlet were drawn
primarily: from these four sources.-- In addition, some were drawn from the
practice jtems which are ‘provided with various forms of the AFQT, the
ASVAB, :and the ACB-73, "No iten was used which occurs in dny of the cur-
rently operational ASVAB tests.

All types of ASVAB 1tems were included. Within a test items were
provided which are representative of the types of items whlch appear
operationally, - Specifically, -pittorial cénteént wes used in the four
sample items whére thé corresponding: operational test contains pictorial
content, prose material:where ASVAB . uses prose. and inixed picturEQ and
prose where such occur operationally.-

Items waere’ selected in the range ui very easy to moderately di"ficult,
and were arrangdd in:that order in the.sample tests, No items in tue very

difficult range are prxaented.

3ua7'wh-': CONFLU 10N

It the ASVAB Information Pamphlet. s accepted -for 0perationa1 use
there may ve expected: (a) a -public relations galn for military
recruiting, (b) improved performance on ASVAR by some individuals, with,
perhaps, an increase in qualification rates at the AFEES, and (c ) a
decrease in the rate of requests for retests. It is also probable that
widespread use of ‘thisg.Informatlon. Pamphlet will necessitute modilication
nf the norms for bhis Buttery.
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