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Tréi 43 cho 63t nurdc Vigt-Nam ching ta nhilu ti}
nguyén phong phi. Ngirdi dan Viit-Nam ching ta ning
dng, can-d3m va chuvén ciin. Mét tueong lai sing lan
duong doi chd rein tht qudc din ta, néu cudc binh dao
gita ngudi Viét-Nam khéng con tiép dién mil,

"Our country is very richly endowed by
nature. Our people are dynamic, courageous,
and hard working. The brightest future awaits
the whole Vietnamese nation if only this long
{ratricidal war could be brought to an end. "

Nguven Van Thieu
President of the Republic of Vietnam
Saigon, July 11, 1969

"It is a strange and it is almost an inexplicable
situaticn, at least from our viewpoint, "

Dwight D, Eisenhower
President of the United States
Washington, D.C., April 27, 1955
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SECTION I

SUMMARY

Objectives

The basic objectives of the Analysis of Vietnamization project have

been:

Systemati. analysis of routinely reported Vietnam data ir search
of models applicable to policy-relevant questions concerning the
withdrawal of U.S. combat forces.

Evaluation of the data and the use of various quantitative analysis
‘nethceds as aids to decision making.

The specific questions addressed by the analyses cover a wide range of
issues including:

® Unit effectivencss (ARVN performance)

® Measures of conditions ("'progress’) and activity (description of
the war)

® South Vietnamese mix of regular and territorial forces (RVNAF
composition)

® Impact of socio-economic conditions on popular behavior and atti-
tudes (village programs)

® Allocation of post cease fire develonment effort

® Attrition processes and impacts of the 1972 offensive on develop-
ment

@ Resnlts of various levels of friendly initiative.

Approach

Evaluations of the situation in Vietnam and analyses seeking to ex-
~“ain the processes involved have been carried out from countless perspec-
1" s using every conceivable approach and source of information. The
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scope of this work ranges from illustrating progress in terms of an upward

trend in the percentage of population living in relatively secure and developed
areas to first hand impressions of observed conditions and events in a single

village. The amount of routine reports of numbers measuring these condi-
tions and events is so great that a complete inventory of the available data
may never be made. The approach followed in this project is based on a
conviction that even though security, battles, and death are very personal
matters to those involved:

® At least some of the aggregace numbers reported are valid meas-
ures of central elements ir the processes at work.

° The different values represented by these numbers from time to
time or place to place are not determined by ~hance alone, but
also by various doctrines, conditions, and attributes of forces
involved,

Nearly all doctrine and decisions taken i the war at every level are
founded on such a belief that there are regularities in the occurrence of
particular conditions and events. Most actions were taken with the expec-
tation that in that situation the chances of a favorable outcome were greater
for the action taken than for some cther course of action, When unfavor-
able outcomes resulted it was likely that the situation had not ieally been
what it was perceived as being so some random values will be prereut in
the data, but there was probably even some regularity in misperception by
either side. The basic approach followed in this project was to divide the
observations into sets according to the situation and find those regularities
in the data that could be translated into explicit decision rules or doctrines
applicable to issues arising in the process of withdrawal of U,S. combat
forces from the war.

Findings

ARVN Performance — The mceasures of effectiveness applied to divisions
and independent regiments wer~ in the form of a ratio of observed perfor-
mance to expected performance. The expected performance was based on
multiple regression models incorporating past performance, the combat
environment, and unit employment to provide an empirical basis for rating
units on a number of performance measures including:

1-2
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¥ o Enemy eliminated on offensive operations
‘ o ARVN offensive kill ratio
e Enemy offensive kill ratio
e Enemy initiated incidents
[} ]
- The results tended to show much less difference between units and less
. change over time than was indicated in the basic quarterly svaluations.
The work also found that units which produce the highest body counts and
- best kill ratios did not rank highest according to what might be expected
.- in each situation. This emphasized the importance of the means used to
categorize the data inco subsets according to some measure of the combat
- environment or natt of the war.

(X3

Description of the War — A series of descriptive analyses were conducted
i to find what data elements or combinations thereof best measure conditiont
and events as they vary from time to time and place to place., Even though
thousands of data elements are reported, many of them may be indicative

some 300 data elements could be explained by less than 20 key indicators
or composite indices of the following concepts or dimensions of the war:

- of variation in tnc same fundarnental concept. For example, friendly battalion- i
days, contacts, contact-hours, friendly killed or wounded, weapons lost or
captured, etc. are all strongly related to one another and can be said to

0T measure the fundamental concept "friendly military initiative.' It was

. found that approximately 75 percent »f the variation over time present in 3

1

° Military Dimensions

Friendly Presence - measured by regular maneuver battalion
and territorial/para-military unit strengthe,

Enemy Presence - measured by main force maneuver battalion
.. and local unit strengths.

TR R

- - Friendly Activity (initiated) - measured by friendly killed on
Jarge unit operations and number of contacts on small unit
operations.

+ Enemy Activity - measured by friendly killed in enemy initiated
incidernts and number of standoff attacks.

-
il ol il o,
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) Socio-Economic Dimensions

Social Benefits - measured by an index derived from Hamlet
Evaluation System (HES) question responses concerning avail-
ability of facilities and services,

Economic Strength - measured by an ind : derived from HES
question responses concerning local mar: .t conditions.

] Political Dimensions

Political Influence - rirasured by indices derived from HES
questions concerning covperation with or participation in either
GVN or VC programs,

GVN Presence and Activity - measured by indices derived from
HES questions concerning the status of local administration,
development programs, and information/psyops programs.

Enemy Presence and Activity - measured by the size of the
VC infrastructure (VCI), number of political or coercive inci-
dents, and an index derived from the HES question responses
on the incidence of non-selective terrorism,

These v/ere the basic measures used in the search for regularities between
various conditions alternative military and development initiatives and meas-
ures of the battle outcomes and popular behavior. A by-product of this study
of the variation over time was a recommendation for simplification of the
HES from more than 100 questions to 34 questions organized into *en sub-
models.

In the same manner the descriptive work examined sirnilarities be-
tween provinces to determine if the cases (province-montns) are 44 (or
more) different situations cr if there is some underlving structure that jus-
tifies categorization of the cases according to some criteria better than time
or administrative divisions (military regions as is most commonly done).

It was found that a two dimensional s\. uct¢ ‘¢ portraying the regular force
and territorial force charactsr of the war provides a strong basis for cate-
gorizing nearly all cascs intu ¢ ~e - ¢ four distinctive groups.

RVNAF Composition — This analy ‘s was conducted in search of optimum
levels for ARVN, RF, and PF stre ‘tus in order to maximize expected

GVN control in each of four categor of cases. The categorization of
cases was based on an earlier OASD ) identification of main force,
1-4
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guerrilla, mixed and ""other" provinces. The models obtained from the
data analysis were generally weak and indicated that the optimum force
mix did not exist within the range of the observed data.

t 4

{

Village Programs — A large portion of the project effort was devoted to

tests of the hypotheses underlying "revolutionary development! or pacifi-
cation which generally state that:

ax ® Village programs for social, economic, and administrative de-
velopment have a positive impact on thece three conditions.

. . The resulting social/economic/administrative conditions are
reflected in subsequent levels of cooperative behavior with the
GVN and VC, e, g., political influence,.
° The degree of impact is conditioned by security, military opera-
tions, and initial social/economic/administrativce conditions.

L [ R T 11
ikl 1 i, et A ko N b i i it AT e

Tests using both province and hamlet level data in both cross-sectional and
time series analyses confirmed all three basic expectations. However,

e neither security nor measures of military activity emerged as strong com-
ponents of the process in more than just a few provinces. For example, the
effect of economic strength upon political influence was strongest in areas
e of relatively low security, but this could be an artifact of low economic i
strength being associated with low security and diminishing returns at high

levels of economic strength. In any event, the conclusion to be drawn is

not that security in itself is unimpcrtant to political influence, but rather }
. that in hamlets where security was good enough to allow reporting under 3
the HES, the payoff of economic strength in terms of popular behavinr was
largely independent of sccurity,

b

The relationchips varied greatly from province to province in such a :
way that no single measure or comhination of measurcs of the nature of the ]
. war; military presence and activity; or other social, economic, political,

demographic, geographic, and temporal factors could explain in terms of a

generally useful model. Even though these province to province differences 1
- could not be easily explained, they do offer a basis for distributing futurc

development program cfforts between the provinces., A set of recommen-

dations for post ceasc-fire allocations was derived from 1972 conditions,
. trends, and the expected returns in GVN political influence,
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Impacts of the 1972 Offensive —~ A number of elements of the 1972 data were
incorporated in the descriptive analyses as well as other efforts seeking to
account for significant changes observed in pacification and security scores.
Comparison of the variations in the style and intensity of the offensive with
economic, social, and administrative conditions revealed that except for the
extreme cases of Quang Tri and Binh Long, the only significant gains by the
enemy were in poor and not especially well administered or controlled areas.
Where GVN presence and control had been solid, it tended to remain so.
With regard to long term impact of the offensive, the situation in October
1972 was fairly close to that in October 1971 -- pacification was set back
approximately one year,

Less hopeful signs emerged from a brief study of possible objectives
behind the scale and timing of the offensive. A possible interprectation of
the offensive was that factional splits in the North Vietnamese leadership
had forced those advocating a quick military victory in the south to make
their move before more moderate interests gained an upper hand, Study of
the open literature on North Vietnamese leaders and their views revealed
no basis for the factional interpretation, The offensive seemed consistent
with the expressed goals and strategies for fighting and negotiating. The
goals appear unchanged and two opposing armies remain in the South.

Another approach to study of the offensive was attempted but was over-
taken by events before the necessary data could be assembled. This effort
sought to apply lL.anchester attrition models to prediction of outcomes in the
areas of major regular force engagement, Tests subsequent to the receipt
of province level strength data for use in a curve fitting exercise yieldcd a
set of assumptions and equations that accurately predict the friendly and
encmy attrition associated with the initial GVN defense, loss of territory,
counter.offensive, and eventual stalemate.

F riendly Initiative — Several revised research strategies were used in a
continuation and expansion of the work on RVNAF composition, Friendly
activities as well as strengths and combinations thereof were examined
relative to several outcome measures under various threat conditions. One
of the propositions tested was that for a given level or type of enemy threat
there is an optimum level of friendly initiative which is a minimum for

total friendly battle costs, Placing all available friendly effort on offensive
operations would yieid high costs during the operations, but zero effort on
offense would also cnable the enemy to inflict high costs at his initiative at
some future time. The expectation was that the sum of friendly costs due

1-6
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to current friendly initiative and future enemy initiative versus the level of
current friendly initiative has some minimum value, No strong evidence

i could be found to confirm this expectation. Total friendly costs are almost
b entirely dependent on the level of friendly initiative.

L} -

f , This negative finding is obvious in view of the additional finding that
e

the several measures of enemv initiative analyzed are essentially unrelated
- to any measures of friendly strength or activity in the current month or one;
two, or three previous months. The reverse is found to be the more likely
case - that levels of friendly strength and activity are reactions to enemy
;.- initiative. In the study of irndividual provinces it was found that:

° Terrorism, standoff attacks, and friendly KIA in enemy incidents
. are negatively related to prior friendly initiative in only 2, 6, and i
| 7 provinces respectively, -

.- ] Conversely, these three measures of enemy activity are positively
E related to subsequent friendly initiative in 6, 7, and 5 provinces
; respectively.

o Moreover, an adverse or positive relationship between prior
friendly initiative and terrorism, standoff attacks, and friendly
KIA ir enemy incidents existed in 11, 7, and 8 provinces res-
pectively.

Similar negative resuvlts were found in looking at the probabilities for
. a better than average (favorable) score on abstract, composite outcome
index for various levels of 16 measures of friendly strength or activity using
6 different measures of threat to partition the data into subsets. The con-

.. clusion drawn was than some additional measure such as enemy intentions
must be incorporated in the analysis to screen out the cases where enemy
activity is deliberately held down.

' ! Evaluation
‘ - The second basic objective of this project was to evaluate the use of
' the aggregate data and quantitative methods as decision aids. Aside from

the subjective value any of the foregoing analysis findings may have had for
the appraisal of thc situation, allocating resources to alternative programs,
or learning from the experience, there are at least five basic questions .
that need to be asked: 5
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® Did the data actually represent the substantive concepts being
examined?

] Did the methods employed accurately disclose the relationshtips
in a useful form?

. Did the interpretation of results bring clarity to an admittedly
complex phenomenon?

® Did the effort to clarify complexity conceal any significant limita-
tions or sensitivity of the analysis?

° Did the level of detail examined strike an appropriate balance be-
tween the complexity of the problem and the time available to
produce results?

An unqualified affirmative response cannot be given to any of these
questions. In general, the data and methods probably have a more impor-
tant role in learning from the experience than they had in support of ary
particular policy decisions. Many of the findirgs were that relationships
implicit in the doctrine were not found to exist in the data. The positive
results that were found emerged as less than convincing. This evaluation
faces a dilemma in trying to explain what happened. On one hand there is
a need to bring attention to all the findings by setting aside any reservations
and poing directly to a set of positive and assertive policy recommendations, ~ 3
On the other hand there is an awareness of how "soft" some of the data is,
the analytical assumptions that were '"bent' along the way, and where dif-
ferent approaches could have been followed given two years of hindsight,

e s LU

The redundancy and inconsistency in the data were time consuming
problems, but they also allow a great deal of confidence in the numbers
that werec eventually analyzed, The most significant defect in the data is
not unique to this project. This is the lack of a single, generally valid
mcasure of success or failure. Perhaps it is best to recognize that this
cpisodic war involves complex issues and processes and that the relative
importance of factors such as strength, sccurity, attrition, and develop-
ment will be continually changing over time and space.

iy

o

The data problems were also responsible for making scme relation-
ships difficult to translatc into useful forms. In the study of village pro-
gram effectiveness the essential decisions to te made were for funding
specific activities or projects, but the HES data represents only categorical
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information at best. Better, more direct results might have been obtained
from an analysis of village conditions and behavior in relation to the time

and funds expended on specific activities or projects reported by the agencies
concerned. In the same vein, it is hard to translate the results of a study

of friendly initiative when that initiative was best measured by friendly KIA,
It would be better to say that under given conditions the lowest expected
battle costs will be for a certair percentage of available effort on offensive
missions rather than the level of offense that gives a loss rate of 3 to 5 men
per thousand.

A natural problem ir this type of work is thc need for clear and con-
cise statements of analysis results and their implications, Yet there is also
a need to present sufficient detail regarding the origins of the data and pro-
cedures eri.ployed to prove the credibility of the work., This is especially
true in those situations where the results obtained are not intuitively pleas-
ing. A very detailed discussion of the data, method, and findings for a
single correlation might require several pages of text and tables in a tech-
nical journal, During the course of this project something in excess of a
hundred thousand correlations or regression models were considered. The
seventy pages of text in the following section can therefore be no more than
the essential elements of the purposes, data base, methods, and results of
the work undertaken,

The particular nature of the available data and the large size of the
data base combine to produce the most important defect in the utility of the
data and analysis methods as quantitative decision aids. Very few decisions
with respect to issues considered in this project need to be made in three
months, six months or a year. Most seem to have a time frame of a week
or two at most {(and some were ''needed yesterday'). The work on this pro-
ject has shown that a three month response time is hard to meet and when
the time is not taken to carefully review all the data and check the various
manipulations of that data, errors creep in.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The experience with the Analysis of Vietnamization project did not
producc any simple formulas for data nceds, data collection, data analysis,
or interpretation of analysis results to <ay nothing of formulas for the con-
duct of the war. The proiect began as a fishing expedition into the sea of
readily available Vietnam data. A number of descriptive analyses were
undertaken to find the most useful elements of that data. Studies of the data
thought to be important to several policy issues were carried out. The pro-
ducts produced were:

i
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) Simplification and refinement of a generalized Vietnam data base.
. Categorization of the war by province-month according to its

regular and territorial force characteristics.

) Identification of linear and non-linear relationships between
military, administrative, social-economic, and political dimen-
sions of the conflict.

) Application of those relationships to the problem of allocating
development efforts in the post cease-fire period.

o Identification of a workable means for using attrition models to
major regular force offensives in Vietnam.

° Identification of the absence of general strong relationships be-
tween friendly military strength and activity and enemy military
initiative,

) Demonstration of the opportunities and limitations of aggregate
data and quantitative methods as aids to decision making.

That the products of this research found only limited usefulness for
predicting results of decisions can be attributed to:

® The object of a particular decision not being well measured in
the readily available data.

° Errors in interpreting the problem at hand.
. The neced for proof that the future will resemble past experience.
° The nced for compromise between a prolonged systematic research

strategy and a quick and dirty test with respect to problem defini-
tion, data acquisition, and choice of method.

Even though direct U.S. involvement in combat and development acti-
vities in Vietnam has ended and a rcpcat of the 1965-1972 experience is not
believed possible, a potentially explosive and sporadically intense war con-
tinues in Vietnam and Cambodia and there may be a serious need to re-
examine doctrine and policies for all levels of involvement in these and other
situations. This re-examination as well as planning of support and advice
for our clients in Southeast Asia and elsewhere would benefit from:

1-10
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] Updating the work on village program effectiveness using HES data
and replication using data for specific development activities and
programs from AID and GVN Ministry of Revolutionary Develop-
ment sources,

] Independent replication of the analyses showing only weak and pos-
sibly adverse relationships between friendly and enemy initiative,

] Application of the attrition models to possible future offensives
and alternative GVN defensive deployments.

] Application of the various war type and threat categorizations to
other studies of specific operational and weapons system concepts
that were employed irn Vietnam.

Overall, it should be recognizad that the data base on Vietnam was
explored in only a very general way. Sources o1 data on popular attitudes
and specific construction or development activity was barely touched. Mili-
tary initiative was usually treated as a single measure and found to piay
little role in the political precess. More detailed analysis ot this and other
topics could account for the surprizes found here. JIn the end, it is believed
that the work on this project provides the Governmnent, as well as other
students of Vietnam with a strong foundation for systematic learning from
the experience.
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SECTION II

RESEARCH

Introduction

The essential elements of each major research topic and some
incidental by -products of the Analysis of Vietnamirzation project arc pre-
rented in this section of the final report, The presentation takes up each
topic in the order in which the work was done., The project started by
examining various measures of ARVN performance. This effort ended short
of its original objective of developing new battalion level evaluations, This
work did point up a need for a means of categorizing the nature of the war as 1
P it differs from province to province., This need was satisfied with a series :,
of two forms of analyses yielding a description of the war. Variation over
time in a large number of data elements was analyzed to determine the
i bacis patterns of variance in terms of statistically and substantitively
f independent concepts. Key indicator variables or composite indices
’ o measuring these concepts were identified for use in planning subsequent
]

13
&
i

analyses, The descriptive analyses also produced several ways for
categorization of the war across provinces, The%e were analyses seeking
to cluster the provinces into relatively homogeneous groups according to
similarities in military presence, activity, and direct results (e. g.,
combat deathsi. In an effort parallel to the descriptive work several non-

P lincar models of the relationship between RVNAF comnposition and AVN

control were tested, During the second year of thie project a major part

of the work was devoted to several approaches to deternmiining the effective-

’ ness of villaue progranis, At thc same time events in Vietnam made it

important to examine various impacts of the 1972 offensive, Finally,
scveral approaches were tried in a search for regularities between
measures of outcome and levels of friendly initiative as well as strength
or force mix,

-

Each research topic described in this section begins with a brief statement
of the probleni or rescarch question, The basic research stratepy followed
is described in terms of the data sources, variable selection, and analysis

11-1
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methods employed. The basic findings of the resecarch are presented in the
form of summary tables and listings of major conclusions, In some instances
where summarization fails to protray the full complexity or uniqueness of the
results, examples of typical cases are given. The work on these research
topics has also been documented in detail in one or more technical reports
and working papers \depending on the degree of '"success'') and appropriate
references are included here. Additional background information is provided
in the following discussion of prior research of the Vietnam War,

Prior Work

The analysis of Vietnamization project wa planned to build upon prior
analysis of the war and to use data already being routinely collected.
Numerous reports of this prior work were reviewed both during the planning
for this project and during the conduct of the actual research, A relatively
small number of these projects employed the data sources and analysis
methods that were used in the work contained in this report. The prior work
which will be briefly reviewed here can be divided into three categories,
The first category consists of the various attempts to evaluate the effective-
ness of operational concepts for the military forces. A second category
studies deals with the processes of political and economic development in an
attempt to evaluate proegress in the "other war.'" The third category of work
examines relationships between the military aspects of the war and various
social, economic, and political conditions, In this latter group, it is
assumed that a better understanding of these relationships will produce
better means of determining how the political struggle is progressing and
identifying mutually supporting mi.itary and socio-economic policies,

Effectiveness of Operational Concepts - A military activity frequently studied
ts the small unit action where the small unit has been variously defined as
any force smaller than three companies downward to a single squad. The
a~tions of interest are usually classed as skirmishes, ambushes, seiges

and patvols, In South Vietnam such actions may involve a mix of troops
{ARVN, CIDG, PF, RF, US, etc.). They might be reinforced, take place

at night or in the daytime, and may be initiated or disengaged at will,

A study by M, B, Schaffer1 compares observed small unit outcomes
with those derived from a general theory on military engagements.
Schaffer app%ied data on sele;ted small unit actions in Vietnarn to Lanchester
eanations he” and Deitchman™ derived. Schaffer found (hat Lanchester theory
could be validly applied to small unit actions, but a non-linear model had to
be used instead of the lincar Lanchester law (mutual area fire). Predictions
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of aggregate encmy losses were limited by a lack of reliable Adata for enemy
strength involved in the actions during a time period of observation.
Development of a generally valid set of deterministic equations would pro-
vide a very powerful means for examining the military offectivencess of
various types of forces, the use of reinforcements, the factors of night 1nd
day, and type of opera‘ion or force mission. Predicted and actual losses
could be comparoed and coefficients such as exchange ratio or commitment
ratio could be determined by curve fitting to gain insight into the effective-
ness and staying power of the units involved,

Another effort to develop predictive models for military opcerations in
Vietnam found that small unit actions appear to be more effective than large
unit operations in terms of both GVN control and enemy activity. Raymond
Tanter™ used linear regression techniques in this work at the RAND Cor-
poration. Hec found that only small unit actions were significantly related
to various measures o’ outcome. A difficulty encountered here is in the
definition of small and large units, The nature of the war was such that
much of the data under the heading of large unit operations would sir.ply
be an aggregation of small unit operations, Becausc the definition centered
on who was in command (i.e,, veporting the action) of how many troops
the distinction between large and small tends to be administrative rather
than truly descriptive of the action.

The interest in large unit actions is similar to that for small unit
actions. The analyst seeks knowledge of effective tactics that accomplish
ncar-term military goals and of a more lasting effort in terms f city and

hamlet control, in terms of city and hamlet control, and in damage to the
VC infrastructure,

An important problem is to show how the large unit is congruent with
come model, such as Lanchester’s, A large unit action is defined as a
mi'itary operation of one or more battalions (or three companics operating
under a single commander), which also inciudes supporting action for other
units. Analysis of large unit actions has not led to any accurate predictions
of KIA Niskanen's papcrD is representative of the analyses in which ailly
a weak relationship is found between military operations and casualtics,
The principal problems of this paper are the failure to account for feedback
among the various operations, lack of control for trend cffects in the mea.
sures over time, and failure to scparate size of operations, It should be
noted that data of similar quality to that used by Schaffer on simall unit
actions 15 not rcadily available because the beginning and end of the large
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unit actions are not always distinct; because some large unit actions are
really small unit actions loosely tied together, and because units from
several field commands involved in the same action may report redundantly,

In two papers, Schwartz6 analyzee VC incident patterns and finds that
there are definite patterns of geographical location, The incidents are not
random, but appear to be highly regulated and perhaps habitual, His second E
paper adds the TET offensive to the first paper and finds similar patierns. ;
These papers are a landmark effort, geared to tae tactical user in the field,
to better przdict trouble spcts in a province. They do not go into overall
strategic aspects nor su.ggest what the overall enemy incident pattern tells
about his strategic intentions or capabilities. The study does not relate
the findings to force levels, to friendly activity or to the population control
as measurcd by the ldamlet Evaluation System (HES).

The previous discussion of actions, large and small, tend to deal with
the effectiveness of the type of action while it was in process., Schaffer
indicates which types of small unit actions are most effective but there is
no study of siinilar quality for large unit actions, Another approach to
military effectiveness anaiysis is to study operations of a military force
over a prolonged time period.

Niskanen's study ie one represcntative analysis of military effectiveness 3
over long periods time. Types of operations are not identified, but their
outcomes gre distinguished in terms of casualties. Another study by Johnson
and Anello' measures progress in terms of proportion of th population under
control cf both sides, changes of cnntrol, and rates of change, They use data 3
aggregated by Corps Tactical Zone and apply significance tests, This technique
could help determine ''progress'', estimate force requirements, and forecast
future trends. Another popularly suggested measure of progress is attrition
of enemy fighting personnel. Opposed to this approach is the contcention that

enemy attrition and ''kill ratios' have very little meaning and that surrender
rates best index who is winning.

Periodic reviews of progress, including some measures of military
effectiveness, were accomplished quarterly by each service component
command ir 5outh Vietnam and their major subordinate commands. These
evaluations attempt to measure progress in terms of goals specified in a
combined ~ampaign plan, These reports contain substantial amounts of
supporting data, however, the evaluations are based primarily on field
observation and hunch rather than by careful analysis of the data. The
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consolidated quarterly report issued by CINCPAC ""Measurements of Progress
in Southeast Asia,'" RCS 3100-4, appears to provide a valuable complement

to aggregate data analysis, Our review of numerous issues of quarterly
MACYV reports convinced us that they were iradequate to assess the effects

of Vietnamization. There was a strong bias toward optimistic interpretation
of trends. For example, an increase in ARVN losses might be termed
"improved aggressiveness' while in another report a decline is indicative of

— = ey e W

. "improved use and control of supporting arms, "

t
P . 9
: Still another approach to using Lanchester models was used by Voevodsky
P in a long time frame study of aggregate attrition data. He found a wave effect
Yo in cummulative casualties for ware and campaigns. When thig curve begins

to flatten a crisis is reached where that side must add more forces or take
greater percentage losses (increase commitment) or withdraw from the
o contest, Application of this approach to Vietnam data on a countrywide
basis clearly shows how major decision points for both sides might have been
anticipated. The method can also be applied to major campaigns as will be
Pl illustrated later in a curve fitting examination of attrition trends during the
' 1972 offensive.

A very early work seeking to model the course of a limited war was

carried out by Charles Wolf, Jr, He simulated the outcome of alternative
military assistance concepts for Iran and South Vietnam. The alternatives
: which correspond to the regular-territorial dichotomy used in our work
E f each have merit, but his depends on the correct choice of potential threat

P and, of course, the potential opponent then has the option of using the means
for which the defender is least prepared., Overall, the simulation outcomes
were dominated by factors which could not be changed for alternative strategies,
namely: the terrain, the existing road net, distance of major junctions from
.. the border, loyalty of population, ctc,

An example of very detailed simulalt'on of ground combat is the work by 3
- Lind, et.ai. at the RAND Corporation. They stop just short of modeling 4
the individual rifleman in their comparison of a simulation and after action
data for an actual firefight, The usc of corrclation and regression to evalu-
. ate performance of ground units was attempted by an IBM analysis group
f supporting OASD/SA, 12 The uncxpected findings from analysis of the
) Vietnam data uscd in our work may have ended further inAquiry along this
L line. They found that if onc controls for the size and numuer of operations
: conducted, ARV . i units tend to look better than US units in terms of enemy
i killed. Neither air support nor force mission appear to rnake much dif-
i - ference in unit performance.
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The use of military resources is often aggregated by special types of
operational forces, such as bombing, and the interdiction of border crossings
or supply lines external to SVN., These studies 3 have a limited analytical 7
objective and use only cecondary indicators of effectiveness. While they shed 3
light on specialized problem, they are not by themselves broad enough to
serve the purpose of studying ''control' in SVN.

In conclusion, analysis of military effectiveness has been used to try to
answer a variety of questions. The questions are different, the criteria
distinct and the results often conflicting. It could be that no single military
effectiveness measure is satisfactory and even that no combination of mea-
sures exists which is satisfactory over an extended period as an indicator
of establishing and maintaining government control of the population over
time and space,

Effectiveness of Political and Economic Development - A common but
complex concept is that of the '""other war, ' the war to win the ""hearts and
minds" of people. A single word, ''pacification, ' has come by usage to
represent the gaining of allegiance of the population. Yet pacification, as
we shall illustrate, has several components and meanings according to the
type of prcogram being employed and the methods proposed for its achieve-
ment,

Hickeyl4 analyzed the somewhat informal political structure of the rural
and urban groups in South Vietnam and suggested that combining their inter-
dependence can lead to a '"'kind of solidarity,' Pacification in this case was
equated to accommodation of the central government with the soctial and
political groups, such as FULRO (Front Unifeide Lutte des Races Opprinces),
or the Cao Dai and Hoa Hao religious sects,

The central government can accommodate groups by supporting the leader-
ship through encouraging them to consolidate, increase their communication
and internal structure, and continue recruitment. New and old groups should
be given more prerogatives over territories and regions in which they pre-
dominate. Finally, they should be given strong representation and voice in ,
the central government, {

In short, Hickey's pacification is the accommodation by the central
government with socio-political groups to gain their allegience through
dernocratic processes, He suggested that rural and urban groups are
becoming stronger and the possibility exists for such a process. Some
of the variables for this asscssment might be party or group membership,
recruitrnent rate (net), frequency and attendance at meetings, and the like.

11-6




ey Oy o ON8

PS—

e el

Te

BSR 4033A

While Hickey's work was not supported by extensive data (ethnic and
religious group membership is the extent of his data}, other analyses

approach Hicke

concern from the other end, i.e., recruitment by the Viet

Cong. Denton!® has analyzed interviews of captured or defected VC as tn
why they joined the VC. Only data from the captured or defected VC
draftecs were used by Denton as the non-volunteer portion of his sample,

There were three general categories of non-volunteers:

(1) those joining

the ARVN; (2} those dratted by the VC; (3) those not joining either side,
Denton found that the following characteristics formed the volunteer back-

ground:

Zero or large land holdings

Greater education

Greater intelligence

Real or imagined grievances against the government
Couldn't get along with society

Juost one or more parents

Relatives in VC (or no relatives in government)
Local villagers favored VC

Complaints about life under government,

The support by Benton's analysis of Hickey's suggestions is readily
seen from the latter three causes in the listing above; however, Hickey
mention reducing government-created grievances, We should sup-
pose that improved treatment of the population is a form of accommodation
consonant with Hickey's suggestions,

did not

A second definition of pacification is extent of the government's ‘'con-
trol" of the population. In'a sense, operationalizing the two dcfinitions can
contradictions., Strong military control can easily produce gricvances
ahainst the government which may turn into rnore volunteers for the VC,
However, in one view of pacification, the proportion of the population under

lead to

control

is assumed to mceasurc effectiveness for that side,

Analyses employing
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data limited merely to military control are not of great value because long

term effects may be ignored. To be effective, control must be transformed
into allegiance,

A broader investigation of pacification is needed to determine the
degree of government control accounted for by economic, social, topographic,
and ethnic factors. Mitchell's regression analysisl relates these factors
to government control. Mitchell's finding, that greater land inequality
accounts for greater government control was given wide circulation in the
policy community. Mitchell suggests that poor peasants are too apathetic
to respond to the flandishments of the VC., However, another investigator,
Rus so,1 conducted a much sounder analysis across 94 hamlets as weli as
the 26 provinces and found that those provinces having high land inequality
also had higher levels of food production and less poverty. In other words,
the poorer, landless peasant in the provinces having unequal land ownership
is probably still better off than a good portion of the peasant¢ owning land in
the poorer provinces. Thus, Russo found that hunger and land distribution
are very powerful in predicting to VC contro! —~ a contradiction of Mitchell,

The basic point about the analysis of government (or insurgent control)
made by Russo and Mitchell is that non-military factors can be shown to
explain approximately 75% of variance in control. These factors usually
change slowly over time but not nccessarily across areal units of analysis,
They are, generally, not easily or rapidly changed by governments or
insurgents. Even land redistribution *akes time, and religion, language,
rcal income, and productivity are also not quickly responsive to the instru-
ments of U.S. foreign policy or to action by the government or insurgents,

Mitchell also used regression analysis on the Hukbalahap Rebellion in
Central Luzon. !8 With an unusual application of a multiplicative model,
he was able to explain 86% of variance in Huk control across 57 municipal-
ities in terms of language, proportional of population who were farmers,
land tenancy, percent sugar cane grown, topography, and adjacent Huk
contrel. Note that only the last two independent variables are '"military"
and that topography is not subject to military manipulation, Mitchell's
cconomic ''theory" upon which he purportedly builds his model is not
represented by his choice of variables, Nevertheless, his analysis is
another convincing demonstration of the need to include non-military factors
in any study which dcals with political control in an insurgcncy,

3
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Because both Russo and Mitchell used the Hamlet Evaluation System
data to measure government control, it is important to digress at this point
to consider some studies of the HES as a source of data.

Progress Indicators for the Conflict of Southeast Asia, WSEG

Report 130, Serendipity Associates, Inc.

This study made internal consistency checks of the HES data and is
the best around for that purpose, (Murray Kamrass of IDA is
reported to have published a similar report of less depth but not
dissimilar findings.)

The Hamlet Evaluation System in the Republic of Vietnam, RAC
Report TP-308 (FOV) Cctober 1968 by D.K, Clark and C. Wyman.

This paper provides onc of the most complete documentations on
the development of the Hamlet Evaluation System (HES). It is must
reading for anyonc using HES for analysis. While it is weak in
analyzing the reliability and validity of HES ratings, it does a good
job of laying out data problems, such as the difficulty of obtaining
a complete GVN hamlet roster. The authors headed the contract
team which devised the HES concept and wrote the computer pro-
grams to implement it,

"Preliminary Examination of the Hamlet Evaluation System--A
‘A.tl.-dological Study, "' an undated draft manuscript by C, Marshall
at "DA.,

Marshall used Schwartz's geographical methodolegy to correlate
HES srores with local VC incident rates. It is a good first step in
dev:eloping a usable method but it does not include enough variables
{e.g., [riendly presence, friendly activity rates, local territorial
security forces, etc,) to validate HES ratings,

"Pacification Measurement in Vietnam: The Hamlet Evaluation
System, "' paper prepared for SEATO Interna! Security Seminar,
Manila, June 3-10, 1969, by Col. E. R. Brigham, MACV,

This paper summarizes most of the available literaturc regarding

tt.e Hamlet Evaluation System (HES), gives an historical a.count of
the evaluation of pacification, describes the HES in detail and

11-9
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provides the rules for scoring hamlets., The paper <laims that
confidence in the HES increased sharply after the February 1968
TET offensive because HES faithfully reported the situation in
“ebruary,

3
E ]
EJ

A problem with the paper, however, is that it ignores the negative
aspects of critiques which have been done by outside agencies,
such as the "Hamlet Evaluation System," a report prepared by
the Simulmatics Corporation, Cambridge, Mass., May 1, 1968,
and ""A Probabilistic Evaluation of Pacification Indicators, '’ a
report prepared by Pacific Technical Analysts for ARPA, March
15, 1968.

Lo sl L s b et
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Another example of the application of HES data is in Schaffer'z;l‘5
attempt to explain VC control with it, He uses three independent variables;
US bombing, US large unit actions and US small unit actions and found small
unit actions effective, large unit actions having no effect, and bombing
obliterating the hamlet.

a1l

The report of a sr.eminar19 to improve communication between analysts i
and field operations personnel contains a number of interesting observations
on the meaning and importance of pacification. The papers presented at
this seminar ranged from restatement for the '"domino theory'' to some
systematic analysis of patterns found in the data including:

e ""Field Work with MACV' by R. Behnke of PTA, Inc, described
a methodology for data collection and analysis (a Bayesian approach
to developing evaluation index mcasures), Lack of data was not a
difficulty, but data defined and collected before first stating the
problem for which the data is collected will be of limited value.

e it s el il

e '""Pacification Information Systems,' by Major L. Dworsaak of ji
MACV CORD-ORD presented the logic for improving the HES in 3
1969.

e '""A Method for Anticipating Characteristics of Enemy-Initiated
Incidents in South Vietnam, ' by A.I. Schwartz of IDA reported a
careful analysis of daily SITREPS for the 1964-1968 period. He :
found that,'...from ecarly 1964 through... 1968 the locales in
which large numbers of incidents were clustered did not change

materially,.. 25% of all enemy-initiated incidents took place in
1% of SVN., . "

i
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e '"'Force Requirements in a Counter-Guerrilla End Game, ' by
R. Rhyne of Johnson Research Associates found that aggregate
numbers of the opposing forces in an area are not vital. It is

the sizes of units likely to make contact that will determine the
military outcome.

In summary, a number of analyses have appeared focusing on the social
and economic variables of South Vietnam (Denton, Mitchell, Russo, the HES
analyses). Some have becn related to military aspects, such as VC incident
patterns (Marshall) and US action effectiveness (Schaffer, 1968). The inter-
action of military and socio/political variables, although treated in these
reports, has not been as well organized as is possible or desirable., In
the remainder of our discussion of prior work we will consider studies that
attempt to relate a larger number of variables.

Effectiveness of Military and Development Strategies Combined -
There have been a few studies of the relationship of military effectiveness
measures to socio-political variables., The possible combinations increase
beyond sensible bound without some careful examination of data limitations
and theoretical structurc. There is miuch data of varied quality, and there
are a few attempts at combination of ""hard and soft' data to predict out-
comes of apparent military or political significance in South Vietnam,
Conceivably one nceds three types of models that can accept the data, The
first model combines military effectiveness with important social variables
Niskanen, Johnson and Anello have developed this type of model which deals
with military and population control at the province level. Although the
model may not be easily understood by potential users and suffers from an
excess of data without interpretation, it represents 3 useful background
analysis.

The second type of analysis is the one that examines socie-political
variables with apparently significant military effectiveness measures intro-
duced. Some appropriate models have appeared in which the social, ethnic,
and topographical ¢ aracteristics arc correlated with military sccurity,
Their purpose is to predict to future situations; but they have not included:
(1) types of guerrilla activity, (2) combinations of the activity with the social
data and {3) predictions.
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The third type of analytical model should be able to add political
variables, to examine sequential interaction between both sides, to predict

to the future, and to relate the findings to policy in a simple, understanding
fashion,

Work by J.S, Milsteinzo was concerned with the problem of why the
Vietnam war escalated. He focused upon how the models of the relation-
ships between what was said and done by each side were related to the actual
combat operations and other behaviors. Using unclassified DOD data from
January 1965 through December 1967, Milstein postulated and tested models
of the conflict held by policy makers on both sides in the war,

An empirical model was developed using a mediated stimulus-response
concept to better predict the action-reaction patterns, including the publicly
stated preferences and perceptions of policy makers regarding the war.
Milstein also used indicatcrs of political support, such as U.S. public
opinion polls, numbers of Viet Cong and North Vietnamese defectors, and
the black market value of the Piaster. In addition, he employed measures
of force commitments, bombing, sorties, and damage.

The empirically derived model was compared with the various policy
makers' models of the Vietnam war using a method developed by William
Charles Mitchell of Stanford University, On the basis of the empirical
models, Milstein and Mitchell developed a computer simulation which fore-
casts more than a year into the future on variables of interest, e,g., killed
in action, using simultaneous multiple regression equations.

The techniques explored by Milstein and Mitchell make an important
contribution to foreign and military policy making in two ways, First,
they provide a means of evaluating the reliability and validity of the policy
maker’'s models upon which ongoing policy is based, Secondly, they provide
a means of testing probable outcomes of alternative policies through computer
simulations, These simulations are based upon simultaneous multiple re-
gression equations, in which crosslagged correlation is used to infer the
causal relationship between variables,

Some of the findings reported by Milstein and Mitchell are:

e Escalation of the bombing of North Vietnam provoked a subsequent
counter-escalation of North Vietnamese troop commitments,
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e DBombing de-escalation, on the other hand, led to increased North
Vietnamese and Viet Cong willingness to negotiate.

e While sustained bombing inflicts physical damage on the Com-
munists and did impede their troop and supply movements, the

increases in bombing rate provoked increases in infiltration by
North Vietnamese,

e The greater tke rate of U.S, troop commitments, the higher the
rate of increase in U.S. casualties,

e Changes in popular support for President Johnson were related to
the "hawk' and '"dove' policy statements made by the administra-
tion: The public reacted negatively to '"Hawkish'' statements and
positively to "dovish'' ones,

e The public reacted favorably when there was evidence, for example,
in the number of South Vietnamese troops killed that the South
Vietnamese were taking over more of the fighting in support of
their own country.

e There is clear evidence that the American people wanted a de-
Americanization of the Vietnam war.

The implications of Milstein's and Mitchell's work is that policy makers
may be operating under a needless handicap, for they have available such
tools as data on the war, multivariate analytical techniques, and computer
simulation which can be used to evaluate ongoing policy. Once a valid model
of the conflict is developed, it can be used to make forecasts, as long as
the relationships among variables remain as they have beer .n the past,
Such a model would enable planners to experiment on the computer with
alternative strategies without actually implementing them on the battle
ficlds or at the negotiating table.

There is a need, however, to develop more comprehensive models of the
Vietnam war, There seems to have been a change in the system of relation-
ships of the variables at the time of the TET offensive of 1968, Several
models may be needed to explain and predict the outcomes and bechaviors
over the period 1965 to 1969, In addition, Milstein's and Mitchell's work is
based upon country-wide data, Clearly, the relationships that they talk
about should be tested across smaller spaces within Vietnam, e.g., at the
province, corps, VoC. military district level, and hamlet level,
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Examples of this level of detail in an analysis include another of
Schaffer's RAND studies, 21 5 project of Henry Peskin's at IDA, e2 and a
very comprehensive project at RAC, Schaffer obtained and interpreted
correlations for province level HES and military operations data for the
15 month time series from January 1967 through March 1968, Th: strong
upward trend in HES evaluations by advisors (which they were then) was
not strongly related to activity in the military realm. The enemy may
have been disengaging militarily at the local level, but was clearly not
giving up as the TET 1968 actions revealed, Looking back at old data is
always more revealing than the slight changes from last month to the
current month's data, The other two studies are also interesting in view
of the findings reported here. Peskin's use of discriminate function analysis
found that friendly military operations were apparently beyond the point of
diminishing returns with respect to pacification scores. This probably
was not a very popular discovery for the period of maximum U,S. military
activity in Vietnam, The analysts at RAC could not believe the adverse
relationship found between U.S. strength and GVN control so this bit of
information remained buried back in the seventh appendix of their final
report. Perhaps it was not just an artifact of the analysis method?

ARVN Performance 24

Problem — At the start of the Analysis of Vietnamization project a problem
facing the Department of Defense and the GVN was the cost of the war. One
way of lowering the cost might be a reduction of ARVN strength, the most
expensive component of the Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF) as
compared with Regional Forces (RF), Popular Forces (PF), or Peoples Self
Defense Forces (PSDF). If ARVN were to be reduced by ten battalions, it
would be best to select the ten least effective battalions. Thus, the problem
was to develop a means of rank ordering ARVN battalions on the basis of their
combat effectiveness or observed combat performance,

This was nothing new. U.S. advisors had been making evaluations of
ARVN battalion combat effectiveness, leadership, training, morale, etc., for
several years. Battalion, regiment, and division performance evaluations
were being published quarterly by the U.S. Military Assistance Command,
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Vietnam (MACYV) on the basis of data reported under the System for Evaluat-
ing the Effectiveness of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Vietnam (SEER),
. Because the evaluations reflect the judgment of individual advisors, the ten-

: dency would be for the evaluations to be made in terms of the advisor's own

i exverience or what he would expect from a U.S. unit in the same circum-

. stances, While a U, S, unit might be a very good standard, the circumstances
were usually quite different (the one year tour to name one). Thus, the
research (uestion included the avoidance of comparison to U, S, units as

. part of the problem. E
) Approach — Along with the basic statistics, the MACV quarterly evaluations g
. contain a narrative explaining unusually high or low scores on performance ;

E

criteria such as enemy killed, kill ratio, use of combat support, etc. While
waiting for the full data set from OASD (SA), the Bendix study used the MACV
quarterly evaluation report data on divisions and independent regiments to
carry out a few preliminary tests to see if the factors cited by MACV act-
ually did account for variation in unit performance. If strong multiple regre- ]
ssion models could be developed from these factors, it would be relatively 1
easy to compute the ""expected' performance of the ""average'" ARVN unit ;
under various circumstances, Then the ratio of observed to expected per-

formance could be a relatively simple means of rank-or " - ng ARVN units ;
. while taking their different missions and combat situat. - : to account, ;

Data — The data were extracted from the MACV quarterly cvaluations for
.- 1969 and 1970. To compensate for variation in assigrned strength these data
were expressed in terms of events or actions per standard battalion. The
basic data elements included order of battle, activity, outcome, and eval-
uation measures organized as follows:

.

o Bt i ) bl

¢ Order of Battle

- Maneuver Battalions - Force Density (troops/sq. km.) j
.. ARVN/VNMC Total Friendly i
US/FWMF Total Enemy
B NVA - Force Ratio
" VC Main Force Total Friendly/Total Enemy
VC Local - Force Mix
B VC Sapper ARVN/VNMC % of Total Friendly
NVA/VC Main Force % of Total
Enemy

[I-15 k




BSR 4033A

® Activity

Friendly Mission Allocation
Offense
Combat Operations
Active Pacification
Defense
Security
Static Pacification
Reserve, Training, or Rehabilition
Friendly Combat Support
Artillery Rounds
Tactical Air/Gunship Sorties
Air Lift/Medevac/Resupply Sorties

¢ Outcome

Friendly KIA
Ground Assaults
Ambushes
Attacks by Fire
Terrorism
Mines and Booby Traps
On Friendly Offense
Total

Pacification Scores (population)
ABC
DE & Other
VC Controlled

® FEvaluation

Operational Effectiveness
Personnel/Morale
Training

Leadership

11-16

Enemy Initiated Action
Ground Assaults
Ambushes
Attacks by Fire
Incidents against Civilians

Enemy KIA
Ground Assaults
Ambushes
On Friendly Offense
Total
Civilians
Killed
Wounded
Abducted
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Results — Respectable multiple regression mode s (both linear and non-
linear) were obtained and the ratio of observed to expected values computed
for the following measures of effectiveness:

+ Enemy eliminated on offensive operations
ARVN offensive KIA ratio
Enemy offensive KIA ratio
Total enemy initiated incidents
+ Enemy incidents against civilians
Artillery rounds per enemy eliminated
Gunship/tactical air sorties per enemy eliminated
Operational effectiveness ratings
Leadership ratings

Three factors ended this effort with the first briefing and working paper,
One was a lack of credibility because the ratios revealed less difference
between units and less change over time than expected nn the basis of the
MACYV reports, The other was the finding that while country-wide models
were generally weak, strong models were obtained by partitioning the data
into subsets according to whether the nature of the war could be categorized
as main force, guerilla, or mixed. This finding was responsible for re-
direction along the lines of inquiry followed in the descriptive analyses.
Finally, the SEER reporting system ended in 1970 so the same level of de-
tail was no longer available for application of the technique at the battalion
level. In retrospect, this attempt to model ARVN performance may not
have been so incredible,so two examples are included in this report,

11-17
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Examples —

Enemny Eliminated per Battaiion on Offensive Operations
The models (by war categorization) developed for this performance
measure make the expected value a function of:

<« Probability of contact including - 4
Enemy force density
ARVN density
ARVN Percent of Effort on Offense
ARVN Strength
- War Categorization (combat environment)

& i el

|
st ] A

The average scores for the 1969-1970 period are:

Index Scores (Rank) f
Country-Wide War Category

Unit Raw Score (Rank) Model Models
5th Div 18.5 (11) 0.69 (12) 0.84 (12)
18th Div 14.2 (12) 0.73(11) 1.23 (1)
21st Div 49.0 (5) 1.18 (3) 0.99 (7)
23rd Div 10.9 (13) 0.64 (13) 0.86 (11) i
Guerilla War Category Averages :

23.2 0.81 1.00
1st Div 46.0 (6) 1.07 (5) 1.18 (2)
25th Div 59.5 (2) 1.13 (4) 1.02 (4)
22nd Div 35.0 (9) 0.94 (8) 0.96 (8)
42nd Regt 38.0 (8) 0.74 (10) 0.73 (13)
Main Force War Category Averages

47.6 0.99 1.00
2nd Div 96.2 (1) 1.60 (1) 1. 17 (3)
7th Div 51.7 (4) 1.31(2) 0.86 (10)
9th Div 43.6 (7) 0.98 (6) 1.02 (5)
22nd Div 24.0(10) 0.89 (9) 0.89 (9)
51st Regt 57.7 (3) 0.96 (7) 1. 00 (6)
Mixed War Category Averages

57.1 17 1.00
Country-Wide 52.4 00 1. 00
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E
3

ARVN Offensive KIA Ratio
The models (again by war categorization) developed for this perfor-

mance measure make the expected value a function of: %’
Force Ratio f
Enemy Force Mix
ARVN Percent of Effort on Offense %
Combat Support ;
L we . War Categorization (combat environment) i
._ The average scores for the 1969-1970 period are: {
| -~ Index Scores (Rank) 4
v Country-Wide War Category :
% Unit Raw Score (Rank) _ Model Models
- B |
P 5th Div 6.39:1 (7) 0.94 (8) 0.99 (7) ;
i 18th Div 8.30:1 (5) 1.14 (5) 1.19 (3) -
. 21st Div 5.91:1 (9) 0.88 (9) 0.93 (9)
: 23rd Div 5.26:1 (12) 0.83 (12) 0.88 (11)
Guerilla War Category Averages ’
: 6.51:1 0.95 1.00
} 1st Div 8.92:1 (3) 1.30 (2) 1.18 (4) i
i 25th Div 11.11:1 (1) 1.12 (4) 1.00 (6) :
22nd Div 8.92:1 (4) 1.34 (1) 1.22 (2)
, 42nd Regt 3.56:1 (13) 0.78 (13) 0.66 (13) :
{ i
: Main Force War Category Averages :
¢ 8.24:1 1.12 1.00
§ 2nd Div 9.30:1 (2) 1,21 (3) 1.24 (1)
: ‘ 7th Div 6.24:1 (8) 0.96 (7) 0.99 (8)
t g 9th Div 5.85:1 (10) 0.88 (10) 0.92 (10)
{ 22nd Div 7.76:1 (6) 1.01 (6) 1.04 (5)
[ 51st Regt 5.37:1 (11) 0.83 (11) 0.86 (12)
! Mixed War Category Averages
" 6.78:1 .97 00
Country-Wide 7.06:1 1.00 1.00
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Description of the War23

Problemn — The Southeast Asia Province file (SEAPR) was the first large &
data set obtained from OASD (SA). It contains more than 250 data elements.
The SEER data files (two different sets for 1968 and 1969-70) and a Terri-
torial Forces Evaluation System (TFES) summary file were soon added.
After a means for merging the two versions of SEET data was found and per-
tinent extracts were selected frcm the TFES data, another 150 data elements
were available to describe the war, Some 70 more data elements were ac-
quired by weighting the responses to HES/70 questions contained in a HES
Question file (QHES). While all this data could be said to describe the war,
it is not very efficient or manageable for analysis purposes. Thus, one
aspect of the description problem was to achieve some parsimony. Do all
the nearly 500 data elements measure substantially and statistically inde-
pedent concepts in terms of variation over time, or can the description be
reduced to a more raanageable set of key indicators or composite indices?
The other aspect to the description problem was to develop 2 means of cate-
gorizing province-months as to the nature of the war, The main force,
guerrilla, and mixed war categories used in the work on ARVN performance
had two shortcomings. It was based on an OASD (SA) paper on the nature of
the war in late 1970. Secondly, only 15 of the provinces were assigned to
the three categories leaving 29 provinces in a sort of non-descript "other"
category.

Approach — Factor analysis was the basic analytic method employed along
two lines - one for each aspect of the nroblem. To achieve parsimony and
identify the most useful data elements or combinations of data elements a
series of factor analysis of the variance over time were carried out - ini-
tially on each data source separately and eventually on elements of all data
sets for various time periods, In addition to testing to determine if the
same results are obtained for different periods of the war (1967-70, 19€¢9-70,
1967-71, and 1969-72), tests were conducted on data from which the overall
trends and seasonal variations had been removed. Province to province
variation was removed in all cases by subtracting province mean values from
the observations at the onset, These tests revealed that the basic pattern of
variance over time are rather stable with regard to both the different stages
or campaigns since 1967 and the known seasonal fluctuations in intensity,
For further analysis this concept definition work meant that different sets of
key indicators or indices are not needed to describe pre Tet, post Tet, 1969
accelerated pacification, the 1972 offensive, wet or dry seasons.
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In order to categorize province-months severa. iterations of a facter
analysis across provinces were carried out. The first simply sought annual
categorizations for 1967 through 1970 on the basis of sume 27 measures of
military resources, activity, and direct results. This effort to develop pro-
vince cluster '"profiles' also used the OASD (SA) mainr force, guerrilla,
mixed, and other categorization as the theoretical structure to provide a
familiar frame of reference. Review of this work led ‘o a change from an-
nual aggregations to analysis at sit month intervals, April- Septeinber and
October -March, to capture seasonal changes. Still another revision of the
approach involved elimination of the US/FWMF - ARVN distinction and use
of a 22 variable data set making friendly-enemy, large unit - small unit,
and regular-territorial/local distinctions, While the four category basis
for defining province clusters yielded rather interesting results that were
credible, these groupings of the provinces were not especially useful as an
analytic device., There was still the problem of more than half the provin-
ces falling into the "other'' category which was not necessarily unimportant
even if nondescript. Nor were the categories mutually exclusive — a fea-
ture desired for any basis of data set partitioning. These problems led to
the use of a two factor (dimension) solution which could be named regular
and territorial according to the province cluster profiles.

Data — The concept definition work (analysis over time) eventually incor-
porated more than 300 of the available data elements. Those not used were
excluded becavse of obvious redundancy or general absence of variance
(less than ten percent non-zero observations), A complete listing would be
excessive for this summary report, however, the essence is as follows:

® Resources (units and/or strengths)

Friendly Enemy
ARVN/VNMC NVA
US/FWMF VC Main Force
RF VC Local
PF Local Guerrillas
Police VC Infrastructure
PSDF (HES questions) Main Force
Regular Local
Territorial Total
Total

i1-21
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® Activities (mission days and/or events) 3
Friendly (by force) - Enemy (by target) ?
Large or Smalil Ground Assaults -
Offense or Defense Standoff Attacks
Day or Night Harassment 4
Short or Sustained Coercion 3
Contacts Terrorism (HES questions) %
Contact Duration Propaganda (HES questions)

® Direct Results (by force, target, mission, and/or event)

Personnel Killed, Woundcd, Missing, Captured, or Rallied
Weapons Captured or Lost

Arms/Food Caches Discovered

Property Damage (HES questions)

i, b sl bl

® Social-Economic Conditions (HES questions)

L de e

Availability and Use of
Health Facilities
Education Facilities
Local Market Conditions
Size and Area Served
Variety of Goods Available
Quantity of Goods Available
Local Agriculture

v Sl

ol

[T

® GVN Administration (HES questions)

S bt sl

+ Hamlet & Village Officials
Presence and Activity
Training
Election

Law Enforcement
Carruption

® GVN Social-Economic-Information Activity (HES questions)

Health Services

Self Development

l.and Reform

Technizal/RD Cadre
Information Cadre
Movies/Cultural Drama Terms
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® DPolitizal Mobilization/Popular Behavior (HES questions)

Cooperation with Fither Side
v Tax Payment
Labor/Self Development Participation
Family Member in Service
.- Attendance at meetings

Results — The basic patterns of variance over time found through analysis

. of these data sets can be represented by less than 20 key indicators and com-
posite indices. Specific questions will naturally dictate some modification
and disaggregation or additions, but for a general description of what was
happening the following measures are sufficient:

¢ Military Dimensions

Friendly Presence
Regular Maneuver Battalion Strength
Territorial/Para-Military Strength
- Enemy Presence
Main Force Maneuver Battalion Strength
Local Force Strength
Friendly Activity
Friendly Killed on Large Unit Offensive
Contacts on Small Unit Offense
+  Enemy Activity
Friendly Killed in Enemy Initiated Action
Standoff Attacks

¢ Social-Economic Dimensions
Social Benefits Index
Economic Strength Index

& JPolitical Dimensions
+  Political Influence Indices (popular behavior)

GVN Presence and Activity
Administrative Presence Index
Economic Stimulation Index
Information/Psyops Activity

Enemy Presence and Activity
VC Infrastructure i
Security Index (non-selective terrorism) ‘
Coercieve/Political Activity

PR v

PR -
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(a) Subset Partitions
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Average Province Clusters, 4/67 - 9/72
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Data — The final version of the analysis across provinces covered the April,
1967, through Sevtember, 1972, time period using the following variables
derived from the SEAPR data and aggregated at six month intervals:

Friendly Deaths on Friendly Initiated Actlion
Total Friendly Deaths
Total War Deaths
Enemy Initiated Incidents
Enemy Personnel Strength
Friendly Personnel Strength
Total VCI Strength
Large Operation Percent of Friendly Regular KIA
Friendly Regular Percent of Total Deaths
- Percent of Enemy Attacks Against Military Targets
+ NVA Unit Personnel Strength
-+ VC Unit Percent of Enemy Strength
R egular Unit Percent of Friendly Strength
Friendly Large Unit Operations
Small Operation Percent of Friendly Regular KIA
RF/PF Percent of Total Friendly Deaths
Smiall Unit Operations with Contact
RF/PF Percent of Small Unit Operations with Contact
VC Local Strength
RF/PF Strength
RF/PF Percent of Total Deaths
Percent of Enemy Incidents Against Civilian Targets

Results — The categorization of provinces according to their location on two
statistically independent dimensions was noted during the discussion of the
research approach as being the most useful result of this effort. The char-
acteristics of the high ends of these dimensions led to terminology '"regular”
and ''territorial''. This two dimensional structure yielded a very strong
explanation of the variance across provinces in all eleven of the six-month
time slices. Figure II-1(a) is a plot of the average solution in this two di-
mensional sample space. The province number key (1-44) and geographic
distribution of the "high" and "low' province clusters are shown in Figure
II-1(b). Any four of the provinces do not clearly belong to one of the clusters,
One is an understandable special case, Gia Dinh. The other three lay be-
tween high territorial and low regular and this too could be reasonable for
Long An, Kien Tuong, and Bac Lieu,
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The distinctive characteristics of the mutually exclusive province clus-
ters illustrated in Figure Ii-1 are found in the variables describing total war
deaths, various categories of personnel strength, and activities. These are
summarized in Table II-1 below:

TABLE II-1

PROVINCE CLUSTER CHARACTERISTIC SUMMARY

Regular Territorial
Dimension Dimension
Low High High Low
Indicator Cluster Cluster Cluster Cluster
Total War Deaths Low High Average Low
Total Enemy Strength Low High Average Low
NVA Unit Strength Low High Low Average
VC Local Strength Low High Average Low
Total VCI Strength Low High High Low
Total Friendly Strength Low High Average Low
RF /PF Strength Low High High Low
Total Enemy Incidents Low High Average Low
Friendly Large Operations Low High Average Low
Friendly Small Operations Low High Low Low
RF /PF % of Friendly KIA High Low High Average

A final example of the results obtained from the regular-territorial
categorization of the provinces is in the form of selected plots of the trends
over the eleven time periods. These data for cluster average values are
both illustrative of cluster characteristics and interesting for the insight
they offer as to "progress' in the war. Figures II-2 and II-3 present the
trends for the distinctive characteristics of the high and low clusters on the
regular and territorial dimensions respectively, Figure II-4 shows the
trends of cluster means for overall force ratio by war category. An index
measure of initiative can be represented by the ratio of friendly killed in
friendly initiated action to friendly killed in enemy initiated action as shown
in Figure II-5, Two other ways of looking at the deadliness of the war are
the plots of friendly and enemy killed per 1000 men assigned as plotted in
Figures 1I-6 and II-7 respectively,
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RVNAF Compo ssitionz6

Problem - That the war is a mix of various levels of enemy threat and com-
bat environments has been long understood and was clearly demonstrated in
the descriptive work. Given the problem of building, deploying, and support-
ing several types of armed forces, it is desirable to have a size and mix of
these forces appropriate to the various threats and environments. An appro-
priate force mix would be the one which gives a maximum for the expected
population under CVN control.

Approach — Variation of enemy threat and combat environment was repre-
sented by the OASD (SA) categorization of provinces as main force, guerrilla,
mixed, and other. By assuming that the interactions between ARVN, RF,

and PF strength are multicative, it was possible to specify a multiple regres-
sion model in the form:

Expected GVN Control = C, + C; ARVN + C, RF + C3 PF +
C4ARVN- RF+C5ARVN: PF +CgRF - PF +
C7ARVNZ + Cg RF? + Cq PF2

An optimum mix (if the point maximizes expected GVN control) is found
where:

ZC7 ARVN + C4 RF + CS P+ Cl =0,
C4 ARVN + 2C8 RF + C6 PF + CZ = 0,
and Cg ARVN + C¢ RF + 2C9g PF + C3 =0

Data — All data elements were obtained from the SEAPR file for 1969 and
1970. In addition to assigned strength for ARVN, RF, and PF, a fourth
independent variable was created to represent the effect of Vietnamization,
This Vietnamization '"balance' was the sum of ARVN, RF, and PF strengths
minus US assigned strength. The withdrawal of US forces would increase the
balance, Therefore, it could be interpreted that Vietnamization was working

if a strong positive relationship was fouad between the ""balance' and GVN
control,

Results — In gencral, the results showed strong pcsitive relationships for
only PF strength. While no strong adverse relationships came out of the
analysis, neither did any cptimum solutions for force mix. The effect of
ARVN strength was difficult to interpret because the strongest pattern emerg-
ing with regard to ARVN strength was i.icreases that follow declines of GV
control, Numerous sensitivity curves were plotted which, wher applied to
specific province situations, allow identification of problems and likely im-
plication of force mix changes. A typical set of these curves is presented in
Figure I1-8.
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- Figure 1I-8
- Guerrilla War Sensitivity Curves
_; Additional research along this line was planned in which percent GVN

control and measures of enemy activity were to be used as dependent vari-
ables, A shift of attention to the implications of the 1972 offensive along with
.e data problems delayed this additional work until late in the program. As a
consequence there is verv little connection between either the problem addre-
ssed on the research stratcgies followed here and in the study of friendly

. initiated discussed at the: end of this section,

7
b Village Programs2

Problem — This study topic was an investigation of the side of Vietnam oper-
ations sometimes called the "other war'., The original study problem was to
. determine the effectiveness of village programs in terms of GVN control,
security, economic conditions, and local government viability. The village
programs in Vietnam were carried out with the expectation .hat emphasis on
L. local involvement in development efforts would have favorable impacts on the
village socio-political-economic framework and the relationships between
the village structure and the listrict, province, and national administrative
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networks. The research problem was to identify programs that have been
either a waste of resources or identified with substantial improvements. As
the work progressed through various approaches and generally positive find-
ings for all measures of village program effort, it became clear that the
impacts of village programs varied widely across the country. Although no
satisfactory generalized mcdel was developed to account for the province to
province differences, these differences themselves could be the basis for
planning future village program efforts. So the final problem became one

of applying the analysis findings to the development of a plan for the post
~ease-fire situation.

Approach — The first step was to review the current GVN Community De-
fense/Local Development {CDLD) Plan to obtain an understanding of what
kinds of activities are included in viliage programs. It was found that the
village program efforts are widely varied, ranging from rather i~rge public
works projects to assistance for individual families. The common aspect of
these efforts is that the initiative and planning take place at the hamlet and
viilage levels, hopefully with a high degree of public participation. This
emphasis on local involvement in the development of the countryside was
given the name Village Self Help (VSH) and was applied to all villages under
GVN control as part of the 1969 Accelerated Pacification Campaign. While
some highly detailed reporting systems are specified in the COLD Plan, it
was decided that there was sufficient information in the responses to indivi-

dual HES questions to allow use of this more readily available and consis-
tent data source.

The choice of the HES as a source of data representing village program
efforts as well as socio-political-economic conditions was partly motivated
by the fact that some relevant work using province level aggregations of the
HES question responses had already been started. This analysis of some 53
HES questions, including 11 describing aspects of VSH effort, became the
basis for a broader research design for the use of hamlet level data. It also
indicated that for a country-wide model;

e Programs to provide education and health benefits a1e strongly
related to social/economic conditioas and popular compliance with
the GVN in a favorable sense,

® Programs to improve the economy appeared to be associated with
the presence or absence of local officials (GYN and VC) and their
activity.

1I1-32
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¢ Enemy military activity and measures of insecurity seemed to be
independent of social, economic, and administrative conditions.

® information activity by the GVN is favorably related to participa-
tion in GVN sponsored programs.

® No adverse impacts of village procgrams were apparent,

The analysis of hamlet level data began with tests using data from all
hamlets in four sample provinces for the October 1969 - March 1970 period.
The provinces Quang Tin, Phu Bon, Long Khanh, and Kien Hoa were sel-
ectied to obtain an example from each province cluster for that period, The
tests used both product-moment and rank-order correlation techniques with
virtually identical findings, The data tested included 79 HES questions (39
measuring development efforts) and 8 indices cormnbining several questions.
These tests of relationships across hamlets were repeated on a country wide
scale usirg a sample of the hamlets created by random selection of one ham-
let out of 20 for the months March 1970, March 1972, and June 1972, Con-
ceptually, there were two levels of dependent variables considered in this
cross-scctional work, Popular behavior compliant with either the GVN or
VC (political influence) was examined for its relationship to =ocial, economic,
administrative, security, and GVN control indices. Then the relationships
between the social, economic and administrative conditions and n.sasures
of development activity were studied, In addition, GVN control, security,
economic strength, social benefits, administration, hamlet age and access-
ibility as well as various popular attitudes were introduced as intervening
variables. This work revealed that in the proccss of building or eroding
political influence:

¢ Political influence of either side is oniy weakly related to that of
the opponent. A loss for one party does not leave a void automa-
tically filled by the other nor does a gain necessarily mean the other
side loses,

® There is evidence of VC political influence being negatively related
to cconomic conditions, but only under conditions of above average

econoraic strength and administrative presence.

¢ Th.r ne ive relationship does not vary with security conditions or
level ol effort to stimulate the economy,
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e Political influence of the GVN also varies with economic conditions.
The relationship is nonlinear and subject to saturation in individual
hamlets.

® Econoimic stimulation efforts by the GVN (village self help programe)
relate similarly to GVN influerce and to economic conditions in that
the relationship is pesitive and nonlinear.

® Social benefits are negatively related to VC political influence and
this relationship is strongly influenced by the nature of the war,
security, GVN cnntrol, and economic conditions,

® Relationships between social benefits and GVN political influence are
positive, relatively stronger than thosc with VC influence, and vary
less with v.her conditions,

® The availability of social benefits and GVN administrative presence
both are positively relzted to economic conditions thermselves. These
relationships also appear subject to saturation effects at higher levels
of economic strength,

® The availahility of social benefits is related positively to GVN econ.
omic stimulation, both of which va~y with economic conditions, In ;
contrast to the previous finding there is no evidence of saturation at , 1
higher levels of economic strength,

® The relationship between economic stimulation effort and economic
strength is strongly influenced by local security conditions, Econ-
omic stimulation effort itselr has tended to go to areas of high sec-

urity, but its relationship to ecoromic strength is stronger in areas
of low security.

e Hamlets in High Regular war provinces appear to benefit the most
from the currcently employed programs to improve the economic
strength index,

3 TORT VRS 7 WO TR DDA TR i 7o Y T Iren T

® In Low Territorial provinces the hamlets seem to benefit from pro-
grams to improve social benefits more than the provinces in the
other three war types.

® Administrative programs appear to improve administration in the

hamlets of provinces of all war types except the HHigh Territorial
provincesr.
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e In High Territorial provinces the hamlets appear to benefit less
from programs to improve the economic strength, social benefits,
and administrative indices.

® The low correlations found in the hamlets of the High Territorial
provinces are the reflection of the already high benefit level in
these hamiets.

® The programs which generally contribute significantly to improving
the economic strength index are: land reform and public works pro.
jects which upgrade land and water access routes,

e The programs which generally contribute significantly to improving
the social benefits index are:; provision of dispensaries and mater-
nity clinics, frequent health worker visits, primary schools, and
secondary schools.

o The programs which generally contribute significantly to improving
the administration index are: trained information/Chieu Hoi cadre,
presentation movies and cultural drama team performances, infor-
mation cadre (mobile) visits, static visual displays, and the pre-
sence of active 'and reform committees.

A1l of the work on a cross-sectional basis lacked the ability to demon-
strate cause and effect. It only indicated that if a hamlet had development
programs underway, adequate administration and good social benefits and/or
economic strengtn, the probability was high that GVN political influence would
be high and VC political influence would be low, It did not indicate whether the
people cooperate because the GVN 15 there providing benefits or the peorpile
obtain the benefits as a result of cooperation. For the latter circumstance
the process would be one in which good hamlets get better and poor ones get
worse. Since the comparison of parametric and non-garametric results
showed that the product moment correlations were reliable if carefuily inter-
preted, an effort was made tc develop some multiple regression models from
the cross-lagged correlations from province level quarterly time series data.
A number of very strong (R? > 0.8) models were found for each war category,
but there were problems. There were too many interactions and interdepen-
dencies between the independent variables to Le able to sort cut the unique
contribution of each element to political influence. Also at this t:me the prob.-
lem ot Lost cease-fire planning became significant and thz validitv of war type
categorizations to the post cease-fire situation could not be shown,

The revised approach was to deal with each province separately to ob-
tain and interpret the cross-lagged correlations from monthly data, This
interpretation took on two aspects. For a basic description of the process

Ir-35

bl I e




Rl u L,

.

R

 —————y g T—

T —

BSR 4033A

at work in each province, the autocorrelations of the two measures of poli-
tical influence and cross-lagged correlations between 28 pairs of the 8 mea-
sures involved in the process were interpreted to identify the valid causal
relationships. For the post cease-fire recommendations, the correlations E -
between political influence and economic strength, social benefits, and
administrative presence were weighted to obtain an index of the relative
predictive value of the three conditions in each province. These values were
further modified to reflect the relative need for improvement, the past
experience in being able to change the conditions, the impact of the 1972
offensive, the initial recovery from that impact, and province size. The
results were then expressed in terms of what proportion of the country-wide 4
post cease-fire effort was recommended for each province and the within

province distribution of that effort to programs intended to improve the

economy, social benefits, or local administration,

Data — The reasoning behind and extent of the choice of HES data for this
research has already been discusced. All of the data came from the 1970
and 7] versions of the HES, A weighting system for the various responses
was used which initially extended from 1 to 9 with a weight of one on this
scale meaning the best situation from the GVN perspective, a weight of nine
meaning the best situation from the VC perspective, and a weight of five
signifying a neut-al interpretation of the response. The reasoning behind
this 1 to 9 scale assumed that the was was a zero sum proposition and that
outcomes were essentially one dimensional, Subsequent analysis did not
support such an assumption. A continuum does not exist to justify the 1 to 9
scale so eventually the data were recorded on a 0 to 4 scale where 0 was
bad and 4 the best from the perspective irnplied by the definition or label
(e.g., a score of 0 on the "security' index is bad and 4 is perfect security
or no evidence of insecurity).

General definitions and some basic descriptive statistics for the ten
variables employed in the province level time series analyses are:

e GVN Political Influence - An index based on average scores for 15
HES questions concerning degree of participation in GVN sponsored
activity or organizations and other cooperative behavior, Scale: 0
to 4, Median = 2.5, Range: 1.7 to 3.1.

e VC Political Influence - An index based on average scores for 7 HES
questions concerning degree of participation in VC sponsored organ-
izations or activities and other cooperative behavior. Scale: 0 to 4,
Median = 0.7, Range: 0 to 1.6.
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Economic Strength - An index based on average scores for 3 HES

questions concerning existence of local markets and the quantity
and variety of products available. Scale: 0 to 4, Median = 2.5,
Range: 1.4 to 3.9.

Social Benefits - An index based on average scores for 9 HES

questions concerning availability of education and public health
facilities. Scale: 0 to 4, Median = 2.7, Range: 1.4 to 3.7,

Administrative Presence - An index based on average scores for

7 HES questions dealing with presence, status, activity, and range
of local government structure. Scale: 0 to 4, Median = 3,0, Range:
1.7 to 4.0,

Economic Stimulation - An index based on average scores for 4
HES questions concerning GVN efforts to aid local economic deve-
lopment, Scale: 0 to 4, Median = 2,0, Range: 1,0 to 2.9,

Security - An index based on incidence of non-selective terrorism,
the best indicator of a "security" dimension defined by 11 HES ques-
tions concerning terrorism, civilian casualties and damage from
enemy action, and impairment of normal activity due to insecurity.
Scale: 0 to 4, Median = 3.8, Range: 2.9 to 4.0.

Standoff Attacks - Number of enemy attacks and harassments by fire,
the best indicator of an enemy low intensity activity dimension defined
by analysis of some 70 HES and operational data elements. Scale:
Interval, Mediaa = 20, Mean = 22, Range: 0 to 245.

Friendly Defense - Number of friendly troops killed in enemy-ini-
tiated incidents, the best indicator of an enemy high intensity dimen-
sion defined by analysis of some 70 HES and operational data ele-
ments. Scale: Interval, Median = 25, Mean = 29, Range: 0 to 608.

Friendly Offense - Number of friendly roops killed in friendly ini-
tiated incidents, the best indicator of friendly initiative and large
scale military operations., Scale: Interval, Median = 8, Mean = 19,
Range: 0 to 727,

Table II-2 presents the identification of HES questions used in the composite
! indices for province and hamlet level analyses and used as separate data ele-
ments in hamlet level analyses,
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TABLE II-2*

HES QUESTIONS USED IN VILLAGE PROGRAM ANALYSES
Dependent Variables:

® GVN Control

VSSG GVN presence and control and VC control
scores

Index constructed from all 10 VSSG scores

® Security

. . Security Index (HN D32, HMBS, HMB6, HMC4,
HND), HMDZ, HMD6, HMD?7, vQD8, VvQTé6,
i HQC9, and HQRS)

. Local Sccurity Situation Dimension (HMD] and
HMNEB6)

T o P T E T R P T R T AR I [T

® Economic Development

Economic Activity Index (VQLY, VQL2, VQL3,
and HQL1)

Social Benefits Index (VQPI, VQP2, VQP3,
vQP4, HQPI, HQR!, VQRI, VQR2, VQRJ,
HQR3, HQR4 and HQSI)

AR LR o DB

el e

1 ® local Government Viability

Administrative Index (VQL), VQE3, VQES,
VQF3, VQFe6, VQF7, HQCS5, HQRZ, HQD3,
HQE), HQEZ2, HQFE3, and HQES)

Political Influence Index {HQE), VQE2, VQE3,
VQE?, VQFI1, VQF2, VQF3, VQF4, VQF7?, .
VQNI, VQT7, HQCe, HQCT, HQF2, HQF)},

HQFé, HQNL, and HQN2) ;

B T TR

VC Pulitical Influence Index (HNMBI, HQBIY,
VQDRI, HMBR, HQEY, HQB2, HQFI, and

HQB3,
independent Variables:
f ® Village Program Effort (aggregate mecasure) ;
. Economic Stimulation Index (VQLS35, VQN2,
VQNI, VQN4, VQN3, and VQVI)
e Village Program Lffort tindividual questions)
i .« VQES - Village Official Training

. VQG) - Usc of Info, Chieu Hoi Cadre

. VQG2 - Movics, Cuitura) Drama, ectc.
« VQG3 - Info Cadrc Vigits

. VQLS - Skills Training

« VQNI - Self Development Projects

VQNI - Technizal Self-Developmcent Retardation
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¢ TABLE II-2 (COCNT.)
o « VQN3 . Resource Self-Develozment Retardation
. VQN4 - Public Works Projccts
p - « VQP1 . Public Health Stations
e . VQP2 . Maternity Clinics
S . VQRI! - Sccondary Schools :
« VQTS - Land Redistribution Committee
t N . VQTSH « Province Assistance with LTTT Program
- . VQTI0 - LTTT Program Implementation
.o . VQV3 . Agricultural Credit

« VQT10 - Agricultural Credit
« VQV? . Irrigation Systems
« VQV9 . Rural Organizations

g 1

. VQVI10 - Agriculture Cadre Visits
. HQF4 - RD Cadre Activity

. HQG? . Static Information Displays

w leda

. HQN3 . Self-Development Projects
. HQPI! . Medical Services
. HQP? - Hcalth Worker Visits

i,

. HQR1 . Primary Schonl«
« HQS: - Resettlument Allowances
. HQS4 - Welfare Assistance
.- ' + HQSS - War Damage Assistance
Intervening Variables:
* GVN Control Measures
® Security Mceasurcs
¢ Economic Strength (economic development measures)
- - ® Social Benefits
® Administrative Capabilities
® Hamlet Age
e Hamlet Accessibility

& Popular Attitudes

. Opinion of GVN Economic Programs

. Opinion of l.ocal Government

bt i

- Opinion of GVN Military

*
See Appendix A, BSR 4022, Analysis of Vietnamization: A Cross-Sectional
Test of Village Program Effectiveness, Bendix Aerospace Systems Division, .
Ann Arbor, Michigan, April 1973; ',

[
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Results — The essential findings from the province and hamlet level cross-
sectional analyses have been listed during the discussion of the evolution of
the research strategy. The time series analyses of both quarterly data or-
ganized in various subsets and monthly data by individual provinces generally
confirmed the earlier findings. Overall, economic strength, social benefits,
administrative presence, and . :onomic stimulation were found to dominate
the valid causal relationships found in most provinces or groupings of pro-
vinces. Table II-3 summarizes the number of provinces in which the various
causal relationships were identified from the cross-lagged correlations.

E|

The key to application of these findings tc the problem of allocating
future effort is the variation of the strength and direction of the relationships
from province to province. Two examples of this variation are illustrated in
Figrres II-9 and I1-10. Within province variation comparing hamlet scores
for GVN ,olitical influence and economic strength in Kien Hoa in March, 1570,
in the five maps of Figure II-9. The maps II-9(a) through II-9(c) show cor-
respondence in ranking according to thirds in the country-wide distribution of
scores. Maps 11-9(d) and I1-9(e) represent the other two possibilities. The
rank order correlation (p) for this relationship was 0,51,

The accross province variation in causal relationships is illustrated by
Figure II-70 for three relstionships involving economic strength. The recom-
mendations for post cease-fire allocation of development effort in hamlets and
villages are summarized in two displays. Figure II-11 categorizes the per-
cent of the country-wide total recommended for each province from very low
(0.7 to 1.1%) to very high (5.1 to 5. 3%).

Table II-4 summarizes the percent of total effort (left hand column) and
the within province distribution of that percentage to programs intended to
improve econcmic, social, or administrative conditions. Also shown for com-
parison are the percentages of the GVN Rural Development funding authorized
for 1972.
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-
L SUMMARY RECOMMENDATIONS
' e Percent 1972* Within Province Distribution (Percent)
. Province of Total RD Tasks Economic Sociai Adminietrative
S Y .
3 Quang Tri 1.0 3.0 47 17 37
1 Thua Thien 1.7 5.2 34 - 38 2s
S Quang Nam 1.6 4.4 LE] 25 42
3 ) Quang Tin 1.8 3.6 24 36 40
A Quang Ngai 2.1 4.7 0 33 67
4 MR I 8.2 20.9 28 30 .
2 ‘ Kontum 1.0 1.0 53 ¢ 47
o Binh Dinh 5.3 3.6 31 40 29
! Pleiku 1.7 1.3 30 26 44
L Phu Bon 0.7 0.9 60 10 30
s Phu Yen 1.4 4.6 41 12 46
Dsrlac 2.6 1.3 35 31 35
aw Kharh Hoa 1.9 2.5 57 4} [4]
Ninh Thuan 1.9 1.8 39 k¥) 29
- Tuyen Duc 1.4 1.2 45 24 31
L Quang Duc 1.1 0.5 50 21 29
v, Lam Dong i4 0.9 49 24 27
Bioh Thuan 2.1 1.7 a5 32 32
MR I 22,5 21.3 4“4 25 32
] - ]
Binh Tuy 1.0 2.1 48 19 32
- Long Khanh 1.0 1.8 45 21 32 =
' Phuoc Long 1.0 1.3 52 16 32 ;
¥ . Binh Long 1.3 1.8 44 20 36
' Binh Duong 2,2 3.6 16 35 29
. Tay Ninh 2.7 3.1 39 29 3z
! Hau Hghia 1.6 2.5 37 27 37
i Bico Hoa 3.3 2.9 35 28 32
.. Phuoc Tuy 1.5 .0 13 28 23 3
: Long An 2.7 13,6 17 36 27 E |
P Gia Dinh 5.1 6.6 32 37 3 3
‘Z, MR 1U 23.4 42.3 40 27 33 3
£ .. Go Cong 2.1 - 39 34 27
L Kien Tuong 1.1 . 50 22 28 :
i we Kicn Phong 2.8 - 35 10 36 1
; Dioh Tuong 4.0 - 31 34 35 %
] Kien Hoa 5.1 - 29 36 35 <
{ Vinh Binh 3.6 - 32 38 30 #
t Vinh Long 3.8 - 3l 35 34 ;
;e An Giang 1.5 5.1 5 68 27 E
Kien Giang 2.8 - 28 36 36
.- Chuong Thien 1.4 - 41 20 39
i Phong Dinh 3.0 - 24 43 34
‘f,; Ba Xuyen 3.1 3.3 33 34 33
An Xuyen 2.5 1.4 20 47 a3 ;
Bac Lieu 2.9 3.2 33 34 32
s Chau Doc 3.8 2.5 24 38 7 %
Sa Dec 2.2 - 16 51 33 :
» - MR 1V 45.7 15.5 29 38 13 ]
. Country - Wide 99,8 35,6 30,7 13,7 3
]
. b
‘ i
Percent of the VN %1, 687, 000, 000 authorization prior to the offecnsive. Allocations :
for DaNang, Cany Ranh, Dalat, ard Vung Tau are not included. Source: Vicinam 1
! Buletin, Vol. VII, No. &, March 30, 1972, Pagc 5. - 3
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1972 Offensive 28 ;

Problem — The onget of the 1972 offensive by the NVA and VC raised a2 host

of new questions, aside from making ongoing analysis oriented toward RVNAF
reductions academic. During the battlas in Quang Tri, Kontum, and Binh Long
two important questions appeared to be suitable for the kind of systematic anal-
ysis of aggregate data being carried out in this project. One was the application
of Lanchester attrition models to the main engagements for the purpose of
assessing the gituation and projecting outcomes for various levels of RVNAF
and NVA commitment. The other question was more subjective and con-
cerned NVA objectives and, therefore, the likely commitment ratios for

use in the application of attrition models. One of the many theories to ex-
vlain the scope and timing of the NVA offensive was based on the possibility

of factional disputes i~ the North Vietnamese leadership. If a militant, hard-
line faction was in control, but perceived some danger of losing that control

to a more moderate faction, not delaying a major attempt at overt military
conquest of thc South until the U.S. had completely disengaged could be ex-
plained. This hypothesis could be tested by a review or the open literature

on policy and strategy statements of the North Vietnamese leadership.

Other questions gradually emerging as the offensive and counter-
offensive reached a statemate stage concerned the impact of that activity
on both pacification and the nature of the war, Substantial declines in paci-
fication were obvious in the half dozen or so provinces in which the bulk nf
the action took place, but what about the others? The regular-territorial
categorization of the war had been found to be very stable over the nine per-
iods from April 1967 through September 1971, The events of 1972 could have
significantly altered that structure signifying a new and prossibly decisive
phase. If the research reflected such changes and decisive levels of com-
mitment by the NVA, the plans for U.S. assistance to the GVN should be

quite different than if only limited objectives and NVA commitment were
disclosed.

Approach — The study of the attrition observed over the early stages of the
1972 offensive sought to make use of Lanchesters Equations to explain the
process and forecast likely outcomes. These deterministic models of the
attrition process are well-known and have been applied to the analysis of
military engagements and protracted war in general, and Vietnam in particu-
lar, with varyins degrees of success. The su:icess appears to be related to
how well the data can be partitioned to represent a specific set of circum-
stances. In Shaffer's analysis of small unit action the partitioning is achieved
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by selection of a large number of incidents where time is not an independent
variable.2? Time is included in Voevodsky's analysis of time series analysis
of protracted wars in which variation in the circumstances is smoothed out
by aggregation of data at annual intervals.30 In Engel's analysis of the Iwo
Jima battle, partitioning is the best of all because of the island's isolation.31

Tre regular-territorial categorization of the province level Vietnam
data developed during the Analysis of Vietnam project and the relatively
clear temporal boundaries offered by the 1972 offensive and other prolonged
{(weeks and months in contrast to isolated battles) surges in the intensity of
the Vietnain conflict (Tet '68, May 68, the Cambodian incursions, arnd Lam
Son 719) scemed to offer an opoortunity for successful application of Lan-
chzster modzls to aggregate Vietnam data. Several approaches offered ans-
wers to questions abocut RVIMNAF performance, allocation of resources, and
pro;ections ¢f outcorce. Tne most urgent application involved the derivation
of estimates for the excaxnge and commitment ratics and computing pro-
jections of friendly and cnemy KIA per week in the battles going on Quang
Tri- T'hua Thien, Kontum-Binh Dinh-Quang Ngai, and Phouc Long-Binh Long-
Tay Ninh-Binh Duong usinz a version of the models along the line followed
by Vocevodsk:r as follows:

D T [, 5] s
dt 7 S ta

where:

Je= ET KIA/month (Apr & May '72) - Fr. KIA/month (High Regular 1967-71),
" En. KIA/month (Apr & May '72) - En, KIA/month (High Regular 19¢7-71)

dt = unity (time interval of observations),

the constant 7 is derived from past observations of the Vietnam ratio of
total casualties to deaths,

S‘ + St_ﬂ

Sia= , is the average effective strength over dt, and 5; is

effective strength at time 't'" found from -

Jet
S = [1-(1-so)e3T.‘ ]sw
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where:

S is strength at the start of the invasion,

S is the total strength available or committed to invasion or
defense, and

N\ is the commitment ratio of level of acceptable casualties to the
total strength available or committed. Past experience shows that
A varies from 0.4 to 1.0 for protracted wars. Assuming that both
sides considered the outcome of the offensive would be decisive in
terms of the war, values of 1.0 were used in the first attempt to fit
estimated to observed deaths per week,.

If the initial assumptions yielded fairly close approximations to observed
KIA, the results could be used to make projections of the time at which that
particular model reaches the boundary condition at which one side or both
sides must elect to either raise their commitment or disengage. On the
other hand, a poor fit to the obscrved attrition could lead to examining the
sensitivity of the model to the values assumed for J. and A\ . Working back
from observed attrition to calculate these exchange and commitment ratios
would yield usefui assessments of both friendly and enemy objectives and
performance, If the NVA disengage with the data indicating a A of, say 0.5
or less, the interpretation should be that a decisive outcome is not to be
expected, The implication for GVN strategy of such a finding is that holding
territory might be less important than holding down RVNAF losses. Com-
parison with these parameters for the other surges in intensity noted earlier
would provide additional insight relative to assessing the situation.

Turning from the attrition aspects of the 1972 offensive where the fo-
cus is on selected major battle areas, a country-wide assessment of the
offensive was also undertaken. The most serious immediate impacts of the
offensive were limited to Quang Tri, Quang Ngai, Kontum, Phouc Long, and
Binh Liong where the March to April decline in GVN control was greater than
40 percentage points. Many more provinces showed much less of an immed-
iate impact and some even continued to improve, Taking a longer view of
what happened to both GVN control and pacification scores did not reveal
much more in the way of such large declines, but when considered in terms
of size (in contrast to percentages), the offensive appeared to have a more
widespread and possibly serious impact than reflected in country-wide or
military region aggregate statistics. Just as there was considerable varia-
tion in the style, intensity, and impact of the offensive, the observed and
expected recovery from that impact also varied in terms of degree and
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speed. Several approaches were taken in the study of this variation. Rank-
ing the provinces according to the different changes of GVN control or pacifi-
cation and comparison of the military, political, social, economic, and
demographic characteristics of best and worst quartiles or other logical

groupings was the first approach.

This was expanded into multiple regres-

sion models seeking to explain and predict both decline and recovery.
Failing here, the one and three moath differences in scores for pacific-
ation, political mobilization, GVN presence and activity, social-economic
conditions, friendly military initiative, and enemy presence and activity
were studied to assess the changes of 1972 in terms of the long term
trends and seasonal fluctuations since 1967. Finally, the regular-terri-
torial categorization was updated to include 1972 and the months April-
September examined in detail for significant changes in the structure

of the war, Comparisons with the 1968 period were made i search of

useful parallels,

Data — Attrition Models — The strength and KIA data requirements for
application of the attrition model to the 1972 offensive have already been
noted. The first tests conducted in June, 1972 were based on data extracted
from order of battle working notes and weekly listings of SEAPR data
elements obtained from OASD(SA). Calculation of the constant J. on the
basis of the above average KIA ratio as planned yielded a unreasonably

low figure in the 0.1 to 0.2 range depending on whether straight KIA

or KIA per 1000 troops was used,

This low figure led to ccnsideration

of what assumptions seemed logical about the proportions of friendly and
enemy strength actually engaged in the attrition process at any given time,
Because the friendly forces were defending essentially isolated base
camps and fire bases which were being attacled one or two at a time, it
was assumed that only one in ten friendly troops played a role in the
attrition process, With enemy forces both concentrated for attack and
subject to intensive aerial bombardment, the assumption that on the
average one in two enemy troops were involved in the attrition process
was made. These assumptions yielded a J. of 0.79 when calculated from
two rather different approaches using the following data:

High Regular Province Cluster

1967-71 Mean 1967-71 Max Apr-May '72 Max

Friendly KIA 153 - 389
Friendly KIA/1000 Troops 8.0 12,1 —een
Enemy KIA 710 .- 2193
Enerny KIA/1000 Troops 70 96 _——--
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One other point should be made here concerning data needed to
carry out the work with attrition models as well as updating the regular -
territorial categorization of the provinces. Nearly all the study plans
were based on wecrking with monthly (some weekly) province level
observations., Order of battle data for both sides were key elements ;
needed at province level. This attempt to work at province level was
a fatal flaw in a plan for work to produce timely and relevant outputs )
at three and six week intervals. Province level enemy strength data
did not become available until February 1973. [n the interim an effort
was made to piece together a set of estimates based on selected
intelligence estimates for "fronts" or military regions pravided by
OASD(SA), observed province level activity, and narrative reports of
the "'battles' found in open sources such as the New York Times,
Washington Post, and Far Eastern Economic Review.

Results — Attrition Models — The initial testing of the attrition model
approach was based on rnonthly, unverified friendly KIA data for

Quang Tri, Kontum, and Binh Long provinces. This data included

April, May, and most of June. Friendly strength was based on March
numbers of ARVN/VNMC maneuver battalions for S and narrative s
reports of force movement during April, May, and June for estimates

of 5. The 0.79 for J. appeared to be consistent with the strength
estimates and observed attrition. The results for Quang Tri and Kontum
were attractive because serious difficulty was indicated for Quang Tri
while the cumulative friendly death curve for Kontum was still increasing
sharply. The curves for cumulative strengths, casualties, and deaths
all are similar and tend to indicate a ''crisis'' when the curve flattens.

At this stage of the battle the side with the flat curve will either quit,
disengage, or increase its S, , or commitment. There were two
problerns with these results, however. The strength estimates did not
include RF and PF. Also when one follows the course of events in

Quang Tri and compares the attrition estimates from the model with
weekly observations, it is sbvious that the GVN had come to at least

two distinct crises during April and May. All this is illustrated in the
curves plotted in Figure [I-12,

Curves "0a " and "' 0" are plots based on the monthly, unverified
reports and weekly, confirmed report data respectively, The initial
test produced curves "1’ and '"'la'"'. The fit between curves '"0a ' and
"1" was very satisfying, but changing the time interval, "At", to two
weeks, curve '"la'', did not improve the fit with the weekly data,
curve ""0", The weekly observations and the flat curve for the first
three weeks in April reflect the fact that in Quang Tri the GVN was in a
crisis from the onset, With perfect hind sight this seems consistent
with the logic behind the assumptions for proportion of forces present
that are actually engaged. The J_. for those three weeks was probably
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(0) Observed{AD (t=1 week)
Observed LAD (5t=1 raonth)
S Soo Je A At
8, 13,700 0.7¢ 0.5 1 month
8, 13,700 0.79 0.5 2 weeks
18, 24,3 0.9 0.5 1 month
1, 8,54 0.79 0.5 1 week

S5 88°

& — - 5 — ol
]3 0 7 2% 1 8 15 2 B 5
| July

June
Time

Attrition Curves for Quang Tri
Figure I1-12

very low and so was S for the GVN. In the fourth week the GVN forces
were mostly out of the remote bases and concentrated with the effect of
increasing the 50 at least temrporarily., The second flattening of the
curve in May reflects the low GVN commitment ratio, probably less
than 0,5, The increassd Soo again in May and the start of the GVN
counter-offensive is a second parcition that needs to be applied to the
modeling of attrition in Quang Tri. With the GVN on the offensive the
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curve riges sharply as if the J_ has increased to 1.2 or more character-
istic of a force on the offensive. In short, the weekly observations show
that the time partitions for attrition curve fitting for Quang Tri need to
be placed at 22 April, 20 May, and possibly 17 June in order to be
accurate in detail even though a commitment ratio of 0. 5 might be

J S accurate for the three month period first tested.

..,
g O, T B TN,

o

Also illustrated in Figure II-12 are the results of later attempts

- to improve the data inputs for Sy and S ;. Curve ''2" represents the

best available data for total strength at the onset and at the end of June
- 1972, The 24,385 figure for S, is the sum of end of June strength
.- and tota) casualties estimated by 7 times total deaths to that point. This
estimate shown by curve "'2'" also fails to fit the weekly data for the
reasons already noted. Finding that the '"accurate'' Syand S, provided
estimates greatly in excess of anything observed or even expected on a
weekly basis led to the same logic about strengths that was used in
estimating Jc. For curve ''3" the value of Sy is one-tenth of the strength
present at the onset (1, 822) and that of S, is one-tenth of the strength
at the end of June plus 7 times total deaths to that point (the casualties
all were involved in the attrition process). Curve '3'' shows that increased X
or S, were needed by the GVIV in May. The same Spyand S  figures
were used to explore the sensitivity of the model to variation in the
commitment ratio. The results are illustrated in Figure II-13 where
curve '"0" is the same weekly observed data shown in Figure [I-12,
Curve '"0a "' reflects an effort at curve fitting that assumed only half the
GVN deaths were being reported. If this were correct the {it for commit-
ment ratios of 1.0 and 0.7 (curves "1'" and ""2") is fairly good through
mid May., Although the degree of bias in reporting friendly KIA at this
particular time and place is only a matter of conjecture, the finding
from these curves is that understating the friendly KIA only makes it
appear as if the forces in Quang Tri were less dedicated to holding than .
they actually were. Even comparing curve " 0' with curve "3", \ =0.4, !
shows that on the average through June the GVN commitment may have
been closer to 1.0 than 0, 5. However, the shift to the counter-offensive
complicates the quesation and more might be learned by study of the
aggregates of Quang Tri and Thua Thien; Quang Ngai, Kontum, and
Binh Dinh; and Phouc Long, Binh Long, Binh Duong, and Tay Ninh.

Altnougn the data came too late for this work to be responsive in
the manner planned last June, some brief testing of the approach for the
battle areas mentioned above for the April through September 1972
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period was carried out to at least evaluate the approach using attrition
models. For this testing both friendly and enemy attrition were examined.
The assumptions leading to the selection of Spand 5 , were varied as
were the values of J . and A . The objective was to observe the effect of
varying these parameters and to find a set of curves that both fit the
observed data and were logically consistent with regard tc strength and J.
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estimates, In all situations the choice between using total strength
present and the proportion of strength assumed to be engaged at any
time was obvious. Total strengths yield estimates of attrition far in
excess of actual values, even if '' At''was *‘aken to be several months,
Changing the exchange ratio, J., changes the rate at which the 'crisis"
is reached, Increasing J_. increases this rate and anything above or
below 0.8 will not allow the curves to fit with the same "' At'" for both
the friendly and enemy calculations, Any variation in \ , commitment
ratio, will change the level of cumulative deaths at which flattening

of the curve takes place. These three sensitivities of the model are
illustrated in Figure [1-14.

Of the 12 curves shown in Figure II-14, curve 8 with " At'' equal
to one month seems most representative of the overall rise and September
""'statemate'' contained in the observed data. This curve for a J. of 0.8
and a A of 0,7 is plotted with the observed data in Figure II-15 along
with the corresponding curves for estimated and observed enemy deaths
in Quang Tri and Thua Thien provinces. While both pairs of curves
converge only in the final months, they probably do accurately represent
the average engaged strengths, exchange ratio, and commitment ratios
for the six month period. As previously noted, at least four sets of these
parameter --alues are needed to give a close fit to the weekly variation. The
interesting points about these curves are that neither side has behaved
as if the outcome was expected to be decisive. Both seem to be holding
back from an all or nothing type of commitment. Until the GVN counter-
offensive (the d curve), the GVN commitment ratio, X , must have been
less than 0.4 in order for the curves to be so flat (the a , b , and
¢ curves). In other words, for the data available and the assumptions
used to fit the curves shown here, the friendly forces in Quang Tri and
Thua Thien disengaged when less than four percent of the effective
strength in the provices became casualties.

Figures I1-16 and II-17 illustrate the same sets of estimated and
observed curves for the Quang Ngai, Kontum, and Binh Dinh; and
Phouc Long, Binh Long, Binh Duong, and Tay Ninh "offensives,' In
these cases the results are a much closer fit across all the six months.
The weekly variation in the observed data does not show the changing
GVN commitment ratio and shift to the offensive noted in the Quang Tri
data. The estimates in Figure 11-17 for friendly deaths are lower than
observed values. Increasing J. slightly and starting the estimates with
May might have yielded a better fit and been more in ''1e with the nature
of the battles in Binh l.ong and Binh Duong during tF  .eges and relief
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Quang Tri and Thua Thien
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Figure 1I-14
Attrition Model Sensitivity Curves

50 y Apr | May = Jun Jul Aug

Sep |, Oct ; 3
— Friendly:

o “c  obs. ==

2 40 l P 4 » est. ‘O—a'

" ~ SO= 3,64

- £ § o= R, 170

© @

.5 ; | : ch 0.8

o 30 ¢ 3 o A= 07

[a] | > At = 1 month

= 4 ! ' =]

£ id /! ; ] £ Enemy:

¢ 20 ¢ | el ;, 2 T obseww )
l-s ,l/ .4'-/* 9 set. oo \

.7 . - o2

H e ! &) | : > So= .48 -
@ 10 ¢ | p "’,,‘_@ ‘ 1t F Sy, = 24,24

3 20 ! 2 J= 1.5

S ,-7"1 ' | E A= 0.6

9] AT I_a | . N 0 At = 1 month

Time

Figure II-15

April - September Attrition in Quang Tri and Thua Thien
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April - September Attrition in Phouc Long,
Binh Long, Binh Duong and Tay Ninh
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of An Loc. Overall,a "At'" of one month, J_. (friendly/enemy)of 0. 8§ and
1. 25 (enemy/friendly), and the 0.1 and 0.5 factors to adust strength
present to strength involved have produced some surprisingly good {its
between observed and estimated curves,

Data — Country-Wide Assessments ~ The assessment of the country-
wide impact of the offensive consisted of examining changes in the follow-
ing dependent variables and seeking to explain them in terms of past
change patterns as well as the independent variables listed below:

e Dependent Variables

* Population living in hamlets rated AB for the HES
PACIFICATION and SECURITY model scores.

*  Population living under GVN control according to
the VS5G model (Dec '71 to June '72 and Apr '72
to June '72 changes).

Percent of population under GVN control (Mar '72

to Apr '72 change~.

= Province scores on thke Bendix HES indices for -
PACIFICATION
POLITICAL MOBILIZATION
SOCIAL/ECONOMIC
GVN PRESENCE AND ACTIVITY

¢ Independent Variables
* Province scores on the Bendix HES index for -
ENEMY PRESENCE AND ACTIVITY
ENEMY MILITARY ACTIVITY
ENEMY POLITICAL PRESENCE
ENEMY POLITICAL ACTIVITY
SOCIAL BENEFITS
Dispensaries Available
Maternity Clinics Available
Hospital or MD Available
Secondary School Available
Primary School Nearby
ECONOMIC STRENGTH
Surplus Goods in Market
Manufactured Goods in Market
ECONOMIC STIMULATION
Public Works Projects
Self Development Projects
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GVN and VC POLITICAL INFLUENCE
SECURITY
Non-Selective Terrorism
: + Numbers of incidents, operations, and results -
2 Enemy Ground Assaults
: Enemy Stand off Attacks
-- Enemy Harassment
Enemy Coercion
Friendly KIA in Enemy Initiated Action
- Friendly Large Unit Operations
Total Enemy KIA
Friendly KIA in Friendly Initiated Action

Results — Country-Wide Assessment — The immediate impact of the
offensive and its extent was examined in terms of the percent of popul-
ation under GVN coatrol lost between March and April 1972. Five
provinces lost more than 40 percentage points in this period and
another seven lost between 20 and 39 percentage points. These 12
provinces are;

® March to April decline greater than 40%
Quang Tri
Quang Ngai
Kontum
Phouc Long
Binh Long

® March to April decline between 20% and 39%
Thua Thien
Binh Dinh
Quang Duc
Long Khanh
Tay Nirh
Kien Tuong
Chuong Thien

As should be expected the deciines in both groupe <an be explained
by the numbers of enemy ground assaults and stanaoff attacks., Less
intense enemy activity such as harassment and coercicn also were |
important in explaining the declines of the second group representing a .
higher proportion of enemy local unit involvement than in the first group
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where the enemy forces were largely NVA units. Two important factors
became apparent from examination of the patterns of change in GVN
control, Of the 12 worst cases noted above only six had populations
greater than 50, 000 and only two of these had more than 500, 000

in population, Therefore, it would be important to also examine the
absolute changes as well as percentage data. Secondly, all but 8 of the
44 provinces did decline in GVN controlled population between December
1971 and June 1972, and many of these declines had started in late 1971
and were steady even if they were small in percentage terms. Explan-
ation for these declines seemed as important as the more serious cases,
even though more difficult to find.

The work continued by dividing the 44 provinces into quartiles of
11 according to their ranks on change in GVN controlled population

between December 1971 and June 1972 (for long term impact) and between

April 1972 and June 1972 (for initial recovery). The worst and best
quartiles in terms of the December to June changes were:

L] Worst Quartile: GVN Controlled Population Decline

Quang Ngai -210,278
Dinh Tuong -108,254
Binh Dinh -101,918
Quang Tri -88.057
An Xuyen -84,878
Kien Hoa -76,289
Kien Phong -75,¢40
Quang Tin -74,187
Ba Xuyen -73,970
Chau Doc ~-70,237
Chuerg Thien -69,206

L4 Best Quartile: GVI}‘_ Cuntrol}_ed Population Decline or Gain
Lam Dong ’ 2,769
Bien Hoa 2,18
Go Cenyp 0
An Giang 43555
Quarng Juc 4017
Darlac +2,39¢0
Lorg An +3,201
Eink Tuy 13,312
rharvh Hoa 4,414
Nir.h Thuai +9, 701
Tuyen Duc -18,057
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Enemy action (the "'offensive') in terms of ground assaults, stand-off
attacks and harassment again accounts for much of the differences
between the two groups of provinces. Only non-selective terrorism

and coercion were ahove average in the best quarti'e and below average
in the worst. Another striking difference between the two quartiles

was found in the social/economic and development measures. Provinces
in the worst quartile generally ranked very low on these measures

while the best quartile provinces were consistently above average if

not very high. Even though economic strength and GVN sponsored 37
development could not possibly have prevented large scale NVA attacks™)
these factors are also stand out in the differences between the best

and worst quartiles ranked on April to June 1972 recovery.”~ These
quartiles were:

. Best Quartile: Percent Recovered
Quang Duc +114.6
Lam Dong + 90.8
Ptouc Long + 80.8
Kien Hoa + 69.8
Kien Giang + 67.3
Vinh Long + 65.1
Long Khanh i 60,6
Binh Thuar + 60,0

] Worst Quartile: Percent Additicnal Decline
Cinl Tuong -103.3
Kien Tuong - 93,7
Ba Xuyen - R2.8
Binh Duong - 35,6
An Xuyen - 33,4
Kien Phong - 24,6
Chuong Thien - 2.9

Phong Dinh 0
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Binh Long and Quang Tri were excluded from the latter group because
they had declined as far as possible and recovery had not yet started.
Phong Dinh was included even though no single monthly decline was as
much as ten percent because it had one major characteristic in common
with the others. The GVN control score had been steadily declining
since late 1971. The others simply had a major drop in April as well.
One logical difference between the two groups was relatively fewer
enemy ground assaults, standoff attacks, and harassment incidents in
the best quartile. 1n these provinces the enemy activity concentrated
on terrorism and coercion while these activities viere below average

in the worst quartile. Economic conditions measured by the availability
of manufactured goods and surplus commodities in local markets als~
stand out as being above average in the provinces recoverir , most

and below average in those continuing to decline (Phong Dinh was an
exception).

Additional effort was carried out on the problem of explaining and
forecasting recovery rates using the post-Tet '68 experience as a data
base. No strong, reliable regression models were found, however,
Another overall assessment was sought in terms of the normal annual
variation and the relatively long term 19€7 through 1972 trend. Quarterly
changes in province pacification scores were useful in placing the
offensive and its impacts in a better perspective, For example, consider
the following tabulation of significant changes:

Dec - Mar Mar - Jun Jun - Sept Sept - Dec

Year (+) {-) {+) (-) (+) (-) (+) (-)
1967 X X 1 9 v 5 2 14
1968 0 26(max) 1 6 2 é 9 1
1969 3 1) 6 3 24(max) 1 6 4
1970 6 7 13 2 15 ] 4 2
1971 5 15 9 3 4 5 7 3
67-71 Ave, 3.° 13.5 6 4,6 9 3.6 5.6 4,8
1972 1 17 0 23 7 5 x x

One of the many pussible interpretations of this change data is that the
impact of the offensive in 1972 was severe, but still less severe than the
pacification declines following Tet '68, However, rcecall the fact that
scvieral provin es had started a pattern of steady, gradual declhine in late
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1971 with 17 of these being significant by the end of March. Adding the 15
provinces that did not start downward until April gives a total of 32
significant declines in pacification between December 1971 and June 1972,
Thus, the set-backs of 1972 were significant in nearly three-quarters of
the provinces, but how far back had pacification really gone” The answer

. can be found by comparing the situation in September 197) with September
- 1972 as shown in Figure II-18,

t

»

. September 1971 Situction Scptember 1972 Situdation

Average

Low

Very Low

Figure 11-18

Pacification Situations
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The categorization of the situations from '"Very High'' to ''Very
Low'" is based on the July 1969 to October 1972 distribution of the scores
with one -fiftls of the cases being placed in each category. The number of
provinces in each category in the two months illustrated 1s:

September 1971 September 1672
Very High 15 19
High 14 10
Average 10 4
Low 3 5
Very Low 2 5

Of the 29 provinces "High' or "Very High' in September 1971 all but 2
were still in one of these categories in September 1972, Quang Tri and
Binh Long. The last time these two provinces had been categorized as
"Very Low'" was in December 1969 and it had taken until June 1971 for them
to reach their pre 1972 levels. It could be said then, that the most severe
declines involved setting pacification back about 28 months in calendar
time and 18 months in recovery time. However, the improver:ent in these
provinces through 1970 and 71 did not contend with quite so much NVA
presence. Between September 1971 and September 1972 the changes in
the "Average' category were 2 up to ""High', 3 down to "Low', 2 down to
"Very Low'", and 1 up frora '""Low' to "'Average". In short, aost of the
impact was confined to provinces categorized as average < oelow, and
the overall effect could be summarized as pacification naving been set
back about a year.

Ancther approach to examining the offensive makes use of tabula-
tions of the correspondence (or lack of it) between the significant changes
of the depenuent and independent concepts for the February to March,
April to May, May to June, and August to September intervals. The de-
pendent concepts were the aggregate Pacification model score and the
GVN Presence aud Activity, Political Mobilization, and Social/Economic
sub-model scores, Tables 1I-5through 8 present the number of provinces
in which increased, unchanged, or decreased scores were observed for
these four dependent concepts when the scores for Enemy Presence and
Activity, GVN Presence and Activity (administrative, information, and
rural developraent), and GVN Military Initiative (fricndly KIA in friendly
initiated action) either increased or decreased,
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TABLE II-5

i
) PACIFICATION MODEL
R Increased Unchanged Decreased
20) (82) (74)

Enemy Presence Inc. (63) ! 9 53

& Activity Dec. (29) 9 18 2

GVN Presence Inc. (32) 10 21 1

& Activity Dec. (80) 1 34 45 .

GVN Military Inc. (37) 3 10 24

Initiative Dec. (24) 1 14 9

TABLE II-6
GVN PRESENCE & ACTIVITY SUB-MODEL
Increased Unchanged Decreased
__{72) (64) (80)

if Enemy Presence Inc. (63) 4 28 31

& Activity Dec.(29) 11 é 12 3

GVN Military Inc. (37) 3 17 17 |
: Initiative Dec. (24) 3 6 15 ;
| |
[ TABLE II-7 ?
POLITICAL MOBILIZATION SUA-MODEL i
! 3
} Increased Unchanged Decreased '1
' (36) (85) (55)
! Enemy Presence Inc, (63) 6 30 27
; & Activity Dec.{29) 10 10 9 1
? GVN Presence Inc. (32) 12 14 6
‘ & Activity Dec. (80) 16 20 36

GVN Military Inc, (37) 4 21 12

Initiative Dec.(24) 4 11 9
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TABLE 1I-8

SOCIAL / ECONOMIC SUB-MODEL

Increased . Unchanged Decreased

(30) (102) (44)
Enemy Presence Inc, (63) 9 30 25
& Activity Dec. (29) 8 15 5
GVN Presence Inc. (32) 9 22 1
& Activity Dec. (80) 12 36 32
GVN Military Inc. (37) 5 19 13
Initiative Dec. (24) 4 12 8

Enemy Presence and Activity increases and decreases in GVN Presence
and Activity are the most frequent (63 and 80 observations respectively
out of a possible 176) significant changes observed. It can also be seen
in Table II-6 that nearly half the declines in GVN Presence and Activity
correspond to increases in Enemy Presence and Activity., The dominant
feature of the data is thus increased Enemy Presence and Activity, but
this simply confirms the fact than an enemy offensive is being observed
in the data for these four time periods. That the aggregate Pacification
score decreases are best explained by this dominant feature is not as
interesting as the fact that half the increases (recovery) correspond to

the GVN (civil) Presence and Activity being reestablished. GVN Military
Initiative should be viewed as reaction to the enemy offensive. Thus,

any correspondence between its increases and decreases of GVN Presence
and Activity, Political Mobilization, and Social/Economic scores should
be rejected as spurious, Tables II-7 and 8 show that Political Mobilization
and Social/Economic scores were less disturbed by the offensive than
were GVN Presence and Activity scores (48 and 58 percent unchanged
versus 36 percent). The apparent impact of the offensive (Enemy
Presence and Activity sub-'nodel score increases) on the other three
sub-models comprising Pacification shows that the first casualty of
increased enemy action is probably local government. Any changes to
enemy or GVN presence and activity (civil and military) measures were
most likely to correspond to no change of Social/Economic conditions.
Only decreases of GVN Presence and Activity show the expected impact

on Political Mobilization. Finally, it is necessary to note that the positive
aspects of Pacification tend to show immediate response to adverse
conditions. Changes in the other direction are not associated with reduc-
tions in milirary activity at the same time. To explain these changes

time lags need to be considered using an approach such as that employed
in the time series analysis on the village programs topic.
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The last area of concern with the offensive was the way in which the
"regular-territorial" dimensional structure may have been altered.
Analyzing the period April 1972 through September 1972 as a six month
aggregate found very little change in'this structure. The number of
provinces falling into the four subsets for this period may be compared
with the April 1967 through September 1971 partitioning by examining
the following summary tabulation:

Province Sub-Set Categorizations

Regular Dimension Territorial Dimension Ambiguous
Low High High Low Cases
4/67-9/71 - 14 8 11 9 2
4/72-9/72 15 10 6 10 3
Unchanged 6 5 5 3 0
Binh Tuy Quang Tri Kien Phong Darlac
Phouc Tuy Thua Thien Dinh Tuong Quang Due
Haw Nghia Quang Nam Kien Giang Phouc Long
Bien Hoa Kontum Chuong Thien
Go Cong Binh Dinh An Xuyen
Bac Lieu
Changed 9 5 )} 7 3
Kien Hoa (HT) Pleiku (LT) Tay Ninh (HR) Phu Bon (LR) Quang Tin (HR)
\ Vinh Binh (HT) Phu Yen (LT) Tuyen Duc (LR) Quang Ngai (HR)
’ Vinh Long (HT) Khanh Hoa (LT) Ninh Thuan (LR) Binh Duong (LT)
Phong Dinh (HT) Binh Long (LT) Binh Thuan (LR)
Ba Xuyen (HT) Kien Tuong (LR) Lam Dong {LR)
Chau Doc (HT) An Giang (LR)
Long An (AC) Sa Dec (LR)
Gia Dinh (AC)

Long Khanh (LT}

More than half the provinces shifted to another category from where they
usually tended to be. While such shifts often took place from period to
period, the shifts observed here are unique in that they involved blocks of
often geographically contiguous provinces of one category moving to another.
There were seven low regulars moving to low terri-orial (the presence of
NVA units may be responsible), four low territorials moving to high regular
(clearly due to NVA presence), and high territorials moving to low regular
(possibly because of relatively low levels on all measures except the RF/PF
proportion of friendly deaths). Even though these changes were numerous,
the unique characteristics of each sub-sct were unchanged. The war inten-
sified substantially and its focus shifted, but the basic nature continued
much as before. The correlation b’ 'cen the April 1967 through September
1971 and the April 1972 through Septernber 1972 two dimensional factor
structures is 0.79.
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In contrast to the stability of the six month aggregate structure,
analysis of the individual months from April through September 1972 dis-
closed several substantial variations. The province to province variation
could be well explained by a two dimensional solution, but the two dimensions
were not the same regular-territorial dichotomy used as a reference in all
the work with six month aggregates. The difference was most pronounced
for the months May, August, and September. For example, observe the
contrast shown in Figure II-19between a straight two factor, orthogonal
solution for August and the same structure rotated to the average (4/67-9/71)
solution used as the reference for the regular-territorial dichotomy through-
out the study.

(a) Two Factor Orthogonal (b) August 1972 Rotated to 4/67-
Solution, August 1972 9/71 Reference Structure
1 4 <
6321 / . ~
_8ar (Yo 22 -~ §
[ 9 .
¢ ] 0 598 3022
z g 38 z 3|2
o £ xj‘ 18
s . a5
4 1s_in )% A 1 364015313223
. 3 l
s 2962 n 14 Zﬁ‘gi,a'g
’“ h ‘? -“-ju 9 2 34
I, 20\ 25 ) u?,, 3339135
et 23 1874\ 33 Q 1t 42! 40
39 ~ m 44
42 40
Factor Two Territorial Dimension

Figure II-19

Analysis Across Provinces, August 1972

The territorial dimension appears to have retained its orientation, but did
lose its meaning as the low provinces moved toward high regular. The
regular dimension was replaced by a stronger ''factor one', which when its
locatjon relative to the reference solution is examined appears to deserve
the label ""1972 offensive. ' Quang Tri, Kontum, Binh Long, Pleiku, Quang
Nam, Binh Dinh, and Thua Thien are at the "high" end and Ba Xuyen, Vinh
Long, Baclieu, and Sa Dec arc at the other extreme. This change in the
structure describing across province variance has the effect of making the
old regular-territorial approach of little value as a partitioning device for
studying the offensive. In fact using the criteria for partitioning at + 0.5
does not place any provinces in the high and low regular sub-sets for the
quarter cnding in August 1972. On the other hand averaging over a six-
month period indicates that the basic naturc of the war was only briecfly

altererd.
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Friendly Initiative 35

Problem — This work was the continuation of the basic line of inquiry

that sought to optimize the mix of ARVN, RF, and PF strengths in terms

of expected GVN control. The research strategy was expanded to include
activity as well as strength as independent concepts, and used several
alternative outcome measures as the dependent concept. The basic assump-
tion behind this work was that future enemy action is suppressed by current
friendly initiative. Since both very high levels of friendly initiative and the
high levels of enemy initiative that might be a consequence of low friendly
initiative would produce high friendly casualties, the first research problem
considered was to find an optimum level of friendly initiative that would be
associated with a minimum level of friendly casualties. This hypothesis is
illustrated in Figure II-2in which the relationship might be expressed as
friendly casualties being a function of friendly initiative and the square

(or some other exponent) of friendly initiative as shown. Constant j is the
expected friendly casualties for zero friendly initiative. An optimum will
exist if the data reveal constant , as negative and constant 3 as positive.
Once the appropriate levels of activity could be identified for various con-
ditions (defined by the regular-territorial sub-sets), the sensitivity to
changing the mix of RVNAF components was the next part of the problem.

3 'gn Fr. Casualties = Constant 1 + Constant 5 ¥ Fr, Initiative +
:‘_‘;. ey \ Constant 3 x (Fr, Initiative)z
3 ‘ ,
o |
G - /
>
— A
° \\%
c;_;) { ¥--——. Miniinum Friendly Casualties
fxy )
> .
5 ! -~ Optimum Level of Friendly Initiative
3 - P 7

Low : o High
Friendly Initiative

Figure II- 20

Optimizing Friendly Initiative
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Approach — Multiple regression with the data partitioned into the four war
catogory sub-sets was carried out to find the values for the three constants.
Data from the 1969-70 SEER file was used with the variables defined as
follows:

o Friendly Casualties - ARVN/VNMC KIA on friendly initiated
operations at time one plus ARVN/VNMC KIA in enemy initiated
action at times two, three, and four.

e Friendly Initiative - An index constructed by summing the
standardized scores (at time one) for number of ARVN/VNMC
small unit operations and the percentage of available ARVN/
VNMC battalion days spent on large unit offensive operations.

The regressions were all so weak (maximum R'Z < (. 1) that it was decided
the other friendly forces (US and third country) could not be left out. The
regressions were repeated on data substituting friendly totals in place of
just ARVN/VNMC. This did not change much in the results which can be
summarized by the plots shown in Figure 1I-2 where the time lag for costs
due to enemy initiative is three months. The best R was only 0. 15 and

- “H.R
g
>x H.T
33 /
L v hd
= O
w
1 1 ] i ]
5 6 7 8 9 10

Friendly Initiative
Figure II-21

Friendly Costs versus Friendly Initiative

there was hardly an optimum solution. This approach was abandoned in
favor of a ''shot-gun' strategy of looking at various bivariate scatter plots
in search of a better way to define the dependent and independent measures.

.70
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A definition of friendly initiative better than the abstract sum of standard
scores was nceded in order to translate the results into operational terms
anyway. In this ''shot-gun'' strategy the abstraction was shifted to the
dependent variable by constructior of a composite index incorporating
future numbers of enemy incidents, friendly KIA per enemy incident, the
rate per 1000 assigned friendly strength killed in enemy incidants, and the
change in GVN control. These "outcomes' were categorized as favorable
or unfavorable on the basis of the history in each province. In addition to
partiticning by war category, enemy density and force ratios were used as
intervening factors to define a variety of possible ''threat'' situations in
which some future force strength and activity decisions would be needed.
The results were to be expressed in operationally useful tables or charts
such as those illustrated in Figure II-2Z and Table II-9. The data was
partitioned into more than 1200 sub-sets in search of the kind of regularity

between threat, friendly strength or action, and measures of outcome that
would yield such outputs.

Force Ratio (Fr : En)

=~ Unfavorable

Composite Outcome Index
Neutral
o
~ .
/

Favorable ™

Low = THigh
Friendly KIA per 1,000 Assigned Strength
(Commitment Ratio)

Figure 1I-22

Planned Graphic Display of Aralysis Output
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TABLE II-9
PLANNED TABULAR DISPLAY OF ANALYSIS OUTPUT

9 E Probabibility of Favorable Outcome - p(F)

Ego.o-o.l 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
E‘é.o.l-o.z 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
%E 0.2-0.5 [0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8 0.9 1.0 1.0 1.0
ci‘g 0.5-1.0 |0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7
EE 1.0-5.0 {0.1 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.4 0.4
84 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Friendly Maneuver Battalions

Unfortunately, either the data or the approach or both missed the mark
because the relationships found were general y very weak and often indi-
cated adverse results for friendly military operations.

Data — The selection of variables used in the final series of analyses to
derive some useful information about the utility of military force in Vietnar.
included:

e Friendly Strength and Activity Measures

«  Friendly Regular Strength (SEAPR)

. ARVN/VNMC Strength (SEAPE)

-  RF Strength (SEAPR)

- Total National Police Strength (SEAPR)

- PSDF Participation (QHES)

« Total Friendly Strength (SEAFR)

« Friendly KIA or Friendly Initiated Action (SEAPR)

« Friendly KIA, Fr. Init. per 1000 Total Assigned Strength (SEAPR)
« Function 1 Air Support (Interdiction) Sorties (AIRSUM)

« Function 2 Air Support (Close Air Support) Sorties (AIRSUM)}
« Tactical Air/Gunship Sorties Supporting ARVN/VNMC (SEER)
Air Lift/Medevac Sorties Supporting ARVN/VNMC (SEER)
Rounds of Artillery and Naval Gun Fire Supporting ARVN/

VNMC (SEER)
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+ Yr1l:ndly Regular Density (Troops/sq. k. ) (SEAPR)

+  rriendly Regular Strength per 1000 Contested Population (SEAPR)

+ Frieudly Territoricl Strength per 1000 GVIN Controlled Population
[SEAPR)

e

® Intervening/'Threat’ Mezsures

AN

Creavall T'orce Ratio {(Mriendly/Enemy)} (SEAPR)
+ Regular Force Ratis (SEAPR)
+ Jervitor.al Force Ratio (SEAPR)
taerwy Reguler Density {Trcops/sq. km. ) {SEAPR)
(Meacsures of combat support were also treated as intervening
pa-ametere)

® QOutcecme Measuras

Total Enemy Ircidents per Month (averaged over one, two, three,
and four months) (SEAPR)
+  Frieadly KiA in Enemy Initiated Incidents {for cuzrrent month and
one, iwa, and three nonths aheaq) (SEAPR)
+  Friendly «{0A per Enemy Incident (for current nmenth and one, two,
and three raonths ahead) (SEAPR)
+  Friendly KIA in Enemy Incidents per 1060 Total Friendly Assigned
Strength {averaged over une, two, tiiree, and four mornths) (SEAPR)
+  Change in Percent GV Control (over one, twa, and three months)
(SEAPR)
+  Composite OQutcome Index - Sum of scores standardized by province for:
Four Month Average Number of Enemny Incidents
Four Month Average of f'riendly KIA per Incident
Four Month Average of Friendly KIA per 1400 Strergth
Three Month Change in Percent GVIN Contral

The rationale behind the choice of some variables should be noted.

The strength data is straightforward except for PSDF participation. A con-
sistent time series of PSDF strength data could not be found. Tests of the
relationships between the HES questions on PSDF participation (percent cf
households with a member in PSDF) and activity and several nionths of data
for number of armed PSDF and number of key inter-teams were carried out
toc see how well the HES data reflected across province variation. A rark
order correlation (p) of 0.32 for PESDF participation and armea PSR sermed

11-73
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good enough to warrant using the HES data rather than drop PSDF from

the research design. The measures of iriendly regular strength per square
kilometer and per 1000 contested population (differernce between total and
GVN or VC controlled population) were seiected to reflect the responeibility
of regular units to clear areas and advance GVN control. The population
protection responsibility of the RF and P¥ was to be measured by the ratio
of their strength to GVN controlled populac.ion. The composite outcome

index says that several factors determine the favorability of how the situation
looks in any given month. It also says that on: should look ahead three months
to judge the results of current activity and deployme.t, bhut time lags of two,
one, and zero months were also examined in other iterations of this work.
The distribution of scores on this index is shown in Figure 1I-23. The most
favorable outcome is negative (-6. 3 for Binh Duong in December 1971) and
most unfavorable outcome is positive (12. 24 for Binh Long in May 1972)

on this scale. The mean score for each province is zero because of the
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Figure 11-23

Distribution ¢f Composite Qut.ome Index Scores

I-74




BSR 4033A

standardization by province. The four elements of the index were standard-
ized by province to compensate for the fact that a rather good outcome for
Quang Tri would be considered a disaster for Go Cong. This also explains
why Binh Long is the worst case and not Quang Tri. The intense combat

of 1972 was unusual for Binh Long while it had been almost common for
Quang Tri. It was surprising to find that the median value for the high
territorial data sub-set was less favorable than the median value for the
high regular sub-set. Table II-10 gives discriptive statistics for the four
elements of the index and the correlation between each element and the
composite index for the total and four war type data sets. The differences in

TABLE I1I-10

ELEMENTS OF COMPOSITE OUTCOME INDEX

Mean Standard Correlation No. of

Outcome Index Element Value Deviation With Index Cases
. Enemy Incidents per Month (T‘J to T3) 51.2 53.2 0.283 2904
-Low Regular 25.0 24.8 0. 266 643
High Regular 110.6 74.7 0. 300 552
High Territorial 42.9 30.3 0.408 696
Low Territorial 50.4 43.6 0. 382 465
Friendly KIA, En. Init. per Month ('I‘O to T3) 28.1 29.3 0.498 2904
Low Regular 14. 4 16.9 0.487 643
High Regular 57.9 37.0 0.604 552
High Territorial 26.0 19.1 . 0.524 696
Low Territorial 28.3 33.1 0.627 465
Friendly KIA per 1000 Fr. Strength ('I‘0 to T3) 2.46 2.92 0. 399 25904
Low Regular 2.27 3.45 0. 356 643
High Regular 2.98 2.60 0.487 552
High Territorial 2.34 2.21 0.382 696
Low Territorial 3.04 4,08 0.406 465
Change in GVN Control ('I’o to T3) 1.95 12.48 0.416 2904
Low Regular 1.72 13.56 0.505 643
High Regular 2.11 11.32 0.372 552
High Territorial 2.56 7.80 0.544 696
Low Territorial 1.47 16.66 0.473 465
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the means and standard deviations cause 2 high regular province -month
witk. zero or very low enemy activity to appear more favorable (or lower)

on the composite index scale than the same outcome in a high territorial
province -month (minus 4. 38 versus minus 4. 09). Thus this difference in
median scores is an artifact of the index construction which gives greater
weight to inactivity in areas that normally have rathe:r high levels of activity
than is given to normally quiet areas.

Before discussing the analysis results and presenting some detailed
examples one more display based on the composite outcome index is appro-
priate. Figure I1-24 i1llustrates the temporal and geographic distribution
of the 580 most favarable and 580 most unfavorable outcomes. This is a
useful presentation because it not only jives an overall perspective for
evaluating the situation at any point in the January 1967 through June 1972
time frame, but also gives some credibility to the index in the way major
extremes and general trends in the war stand out.

Results - Relationships between the outcome index and the independent varia-
Llee (factors subject to change at US/GVN initiative) were found to be very
weak, cven when controlling for intervening parameters such as war type

ahd cheiny regular density. I anything, the higher leveis of friendly strength
and activity seern to be associated with unfavorable outcomes. Table II-11 is
ar. abstract of the descriptive statistics by quartile of outcome for each war
type. Comparison of these mean values across levels of outcome shows only
that there is very little regularity between the factors subject to friendly
initiative and GVN control and enerny initiative three months later. The

same general impressions are found if outcome is examined versus varying
levels of friendly strength and activity. Figures II-25, 26, and 27 are plots
of curves fitted through the me n outcome index values for various ranges

of (riendly loss rates on frien .y initiated action, i(riendly territorial strength
per GVN controlled populaticn, and enemy regular density for each war type
category. Only enemy regular density has curves that show a non-zero rela-
tivneghip, but the effect is mixed and apparent at only high levels of enemy
density. High enemy density has the expected result of driving the outcome
morc¢ unfavorable in the high territorial and low regular cases, but the oppo-
wite seems to occur in the other two war type categories. To explain this
diffecrence and also to study the other relationships in greater detail these
subsets partioned according to both war type and enemy density were examined
for a number bivariate relationships.
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TADLE 1I-1}

DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS WITH STRATIFICATION BY OUTCOME
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l.ow Regular
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Low Teriituria)
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Migh Regular
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low Territorial

Frieudly KIA, Fr. Init,
1ow Regular
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Low Territurial
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lLow Territurial
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Compooeile Outcoma Index
Y avuiable Unfavorsilae

7,040 7.830
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Again friendly strength and initiative were found to be generally unrelated
or adversely related tv outcomes. One reason for this is illustrated in the
scatter plot of friendly KIA's (friendly iritiated at time zero versus enemy
iritiated at time plus three) shown in Figure I[-28. Here less than four total
friendly KIA per thousand assigned strength make up nearly half the observa-
tions. This large concentration of cases at the low end of both scales (very
low activity by both sides) dominates the statistical relationships. This aspect
of the data seems to almost as strong at high levels of enemy density as at low.
Although the data was ot included to allow vigorous testing, it might be reason-
able to explain this concentration of cases in a sort of 'nro activity'' cluster in
terms of enemy intentions.

Oae way to control for eaemy intentions is to assume that when friendly
initiative was zero all low cises of enemy initiative were low because the
enemy did not choose to act. By excluding all those cases from the relation-
ship it might be possible to aoproximate the deletion of all cases where the
enemy did not intend to initia:e action. The result of accepting that logic and
extending it to rejection of a decreasing fraction of cases for each incriment of
friendly initiative 1oes show evidence of an optimum level for friendly
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Figure 11-28
High Territorial Friendly KIA Rates

initiative. If less than the median level tor friendly KIA rate due to enemy
initiated action is taken to be the desired outcome, the probabilitics of that
outcome for the high regular situation derived by the deletion of succecuively
all, 80, 40, and 20 percent of the low cases for the firot four ranges of
friendly initiative are as shown in Table 11-12.
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TABLE II-12

HIGH REGULAR EXAMPLE WITH CASE DELETIONS

COoODOOO
©CO0ODDO0OOO

b .

0.23
v. 18
.15
.18
.22
.17

(== =2 -]

0.44
0.48
0. 44
0.42
0.17
0. 3¢

0.41
0.41
0.%9
0.41
0.44
No canes

0
0
0.
0
1
1

.41
.27

33

.50
.00
. 00

Probabilities of Low KIA to Enemy Imtiated Action - (pL)

0.57
0.25
No cases
1.00
No cases
Mo causes

xe0.0¢x <2.0<x €5.0<x<11.54x<23,0<x
Friondly KIA Rate, Friendly Initiated (x)

An alternative assumption is that low enemy activity is really a response
to low friendly military initiative - that the ecnemy intentions ave based on how

hard they arc being pressed.
uree of military initiative yields the type of results shown in Table I1-]3.

Not deleting any of the low cases ot both mecas-

The

high regular situation was sclected as the exarnple because it does have the

TABLE II-13

HIGH REGULAR EXAMPLE WITHOUT CASE DELETIONS

bL.nemy Repular
Density (4)

NNNNNN
IvIivIviviv
eseer-
-0 e oo

vV ¥V V &V

c2oo00-~
—_ s

b robabilitice of Low KIA to Enciy Initiated Action - (pl.)

1.00
n, 15
1.00
1.00
0.60
0.00

. 6C
.52
.44
.53
.99
.50

ocococCc o

x*x0.0<x22.0¢x<50<x<)5< x<2

0.57
0.61
0.56
0.55
0.2%
6.50

o000

No

. 46
. 40
.64
. 46
.50
casce

0.41
n.27
0.33
0.50
1.00
1.00

e - —— . ————— e ————

i = .

3.0 x

Friendly KIA Rate, Friendly Initiated (x)
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lowecst percentage of cases in the low-low quartile. Thus the ''real"” impact

cf friendly initiative should be least distorted by low enemy activity due to
chance or desigr independent of friendly initiative. The results do not say
much for a pre-emptive or attrition strategy. The best chances for low

enemy initiative seem to be at a zero level of friendly initiative. One way to
rationalize these reszults would be to say that the low-low quartile is explained
by enemy activity being deterred by friendly presence or pre -empted by air
power w'th low cost for friendly ground forces. However, the relationships be -
tween friendly strength and enemy activity are also weak. Table II-14 also
shows that the relationship between outconse and air support is inconsistent.
There are some cases in which higher levels of air support seem to be associated
with very favorable outcomes (low territorial and high regular), but the opposite
is also indicated (low regular and high territorial).

TABLE II-14

OUTCOME VERSUS AIR SUPPORT

Composite Outcome Index
Very Fav. Favorable Umnfavorable Very Unfav.

Aerial Interdiction

Low Regular 76.1 90.2 103.8 87.1
High Regular 99.5 95.9 63.7 84.0
High Territorial 91.8 106.2 97.5 70.6
Low Territarial 132.3 86.8 153.7 61.0
Clcse Air Support
Low Regular 142. 4 170.4 222.2 140. 8
High Regular 225.6 235.2 129.0 181.2
High Territerial 196.5 243.4 168.3 148.8
Low Tecrritoraal 266.4 160.0 246.2 92.7
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The high regular example can also be used to illustrate a possible opti-
% mum solution for friendly initiative if the logic behind deletion of the low-low
quartile is followed. Figure 11-29 is a plot of friendly KIA rates from friendly
initiative at time zero versus total with the enemy initiated component at
time three.

80 1 )
Z = Enemy Regular Density
F
Z>1.6

h Am P

uE J
3 0w 60 ¢

=

o 5

nog
; e K 0.8<2<0.4
. og o(h -
i = 4
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X "o
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- &

s 20 0.1<z2<0.2

& 0.4<2<0.8

b
v
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)

b - —
g g

Fr. KIA/1000's Fr. Str., Fr. Init. (TO

; Figure 11-29

Total Cost Versus Friendly Initiative

These curves indicate that above a friendly initiative of about five the
total is dominated by friendly initiative with one exception. There are indi-
cations that at the highest level of enemy density, no level of friendly initiative
is going to suppress enemy activity. Apparently that force density means that
enemy intention clearly is to assume the initiative.
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SECTION lI1

EVALUATION

Introduction

There are two primary areas of concern for this evaluation--the
Vietnam data base and the research carried out during this project. The
data question can be separated into several parts. The problems of stor-
age and recovery along with screening for completeness and accuracy have
constituted at least a third of the effort on this project. The available data,
the data management procedures, data quality, and the reasoning behind the
decisions, the use, rejection, or aggregation of various data elements are
all discussed in detail in Volume 1l of this report. Another question about
the data simply asks if the collection of thousands of data elements was
necescary. There is no straight answer to that question. This project has
made use of several hundred data elements, but only in aggregate form to
measure general concepts such as friendly or enemy, offense or defense,
large or smali, etc. because the research problems have not involved
specifics such as comparing the relative utilities of alternative communi-
cations concepts for the PF. Such specific problems should have been
considered in planning future military assistance programs and the data
is there. If the question about data necessity is stated in terms of what
the Secretary of Deferise needed to monitor and evaluate the current situ-
ation and trends in the war, the obvious answer is that a much smaller data
collection is adequate. Perhaps no more than five aggregate indices need
concern the high level decision maker if his concern is only to know how
things went last month. A set of some 36 measures aggregated on a quarterly
basis has been selected as most useful for province level study of the war.
This data is defined and included in Volume 11I of this report.

Evaluation of the research carried out will be the main subject of this
discussion. Each major research topic will be evaluated as appropriate
for the elements of the problem formulation, problem solution, and inter-
pretation stages of the operations research procedure. There are four
elements to the problem formulation. Some explicit statement of the oper-
ational objective(s) is the first. The research strategy also needs to specify
the alternative means for achieving the objective. The comparison of alterna-
tives was not as much a part of t..e work on this project as was simply asking
the data for evidence that a single alternative could be systematically associated
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with the attainment of the objective. A step beyond specification of objec-
tives and alternatives is to establish criteria for evaluating how well or

if the objectives are reached. Then comes the element that often sends

the analyst back to reconsideration of the first three. It is easier to say
the objective is to win the battle using all appropriate means at a minimum
cost than it is to find compatible measures of all the factors at work in the
system. Once the problem can be expressed in terms of a hypothesis about
how one or more courses of action are expected to impact on some terminal
conditions, there are at least four ways in which to proceed with the problem
solution. One could begin by asking if the expectations are in concurrence
with theory. This was not explicitly done here, but did play an important
role in the problem formulation. Mor were any tests (field or laboratory)
or simulations performed other than to check the sensitivity of some models
used to represent the system. The main approach used to solve the prob-
lems can be termed empiricism. The rescarch sought to find out what the
three thousand province-month observations said about confirming or denying
certain expectations. Finally, the research had to face the issue of inter-
preting the meaning of how the data fit expectations. More often than not
this took the work right back to problermn formulation asking if the <at2 may
not have been accurately; measuring the objectives and alternatives o what
key element of the system was omitted to produce such divergence bLotween
expectation and result.

ARVN Per{ormance

Problem Formulation - The examples presented for this work used attrition
of enemy forces as the operational objective for ARVN units. The alterna-
tives were the different units with the evaluation criteria being the attrition
expected of the average unit for a given mission and combat environment.

Problem Solution - Both theory and empiricism were employed. Thecry
was introduced by using the factors cited by field observers to explain
variation in performance as the inputs to multiple regression models of
attrition.

Interpretation - Finding that the differences between divisions were less than
generally believed and that the First Division was not hest brought this work
back to a search for better data. It is not clear that different data would have
produced more credible findiags. The approach has me. it because it does
avoid judgment as to how good a unit is in comparison to what the evaluator
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thinks a U.S. unit would be (in spite of vastly different situationa and moti-
vations). Were the work to be repeated, an effort should be riade to par-
tition along mission as well as war typc lines. For each unit mission a dif-
lerent set of operational objectives would be appropriate. For instance:

Mission Operational Objectiven

Combat Operations Enemy attrition from friendly initiative
Reduced future enemy action

Defense Reduced (deterred) enemny action
Enemy attrition on enemy initiatives

Active Pacification Enemy attrition

P.eduction of contested population
Expaneion of area under GVN control
Same as defense plus. ..

Increased participation of RF, P’l, and
P5DF in passive and active roles.

Static Pacification

Description

Problem Formulation - The objective of this aspect of the work was to pro-
vide & basis for selecting measures of key factors believed to play a role
in the war. The alternatives for this objuctive were simply the avallable
data elements. The criteria for sclection of data elements us key 1indica-
tors or components of compoeite indices were substantive moaning and
simplicity., The research sought to include the maximum amount of sub-
stance and explanation of variance in a mininmiwm number of measures.

Problem Solution - Inputs to this wourk were sclected on ths basis of what
event or condition is being reported and not having excossive zero obser-
vativns. For examiple, the data clement U. 5. large unit battalion days
was included becausc it e a nieasure »f the general concept ""{riendly
activity'. Crew scrved weapons lost by third-country forces is a data
element consisting of nearly all zero observations and relatively little aub-
stantive intcrest unless someone wanted Lo plan fur future third-country
crew served weapon requirements. Rather than delete the second example
as a data clernent, it wao aggregated with all friendly force crew served
weapons loswt as a possible measure of the same general concept "friendly
activity'. This form of selection, aggrogution, and organization of data
clements Ly gencral concept was still to complex for comprehension or use
in models of expectations, lFactor analysis was empluyed to identify the
major patterns of variance over time and acroes provinces,
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Interpreatation - Simply finding that the data elements measuring enemy
activity fall into three independent patterns or that variance in military
presence and activity across provinces can be reduced to scores on two
dimensions was of considerable interest. It provided a relatively simple
way to examine the war at province level without having to scan 44 obser-
vations for hundreds of data elements. Province averages for the four
categorizations of the war seem to be an improvement over aggregating
provinces into military regions. This is especially true if some relatively
inactive provinces can be excluded. When every province is forced into
one of four categories the scheme breaks down. An Giang is really no more
like Phu Bon than it is like Chuong Thien. Some of the parsimony pro-
vided by going to key indicators or composite indices of a pattern of vari-
ance over time also has limitations. A U.S. and ARVN "battalion day"
arc rot equivalent, even though the use of total friendly battalion days
assumcs as much when it is used to measure friendly large unit activity.
However, from ancother perspective the error introduced is probably small
becausc U, S, battalion days are found in only a small fraction of the total
province-month observations. Just how to use the descrircive findings
must ultimately depend on the decision problem being researched, if
nothing more, the descriptive work performed offere future analysts a
better perspective for making choices when they must fit hundreds of data
clements into a ten parameter model,

RVNAF Composition

Problem Formulation - Increasced population under GVN control was the oper-
ational objective to be realized from various combinations of ARVN, RF, and
P'F strength as alternatives. The criterion was implicit in that the force mix
assucisted with an expected maximurn GVN control was the research objective.
Not reaching that research objective was initially believed due to defects in
the problem formulation. The objective should have been measured as a per-
cent of the population under GVN control to compensate for differences in
province size. The score for GVN control eithcr as a total or a percentage
may not be the best measure of the operational objective for optimizing the
mix of ARVN, RF, and PF because the GVN control model includes the
presence of local GVN security forces making it biased toward reflecting PF
strength. The usc of multiplicative interaction terms was handy for finding
an optirnum, but it may not be the best representation of the interaction be-
tween two types of forces. Expressing each force type as a percent of the
total mnight have been better. Many of these questions were explored in later
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work on the relationships between military presence and activity and various
measures of the outcome. The results of that work make it clear that not
finding an optimum force mix can not be blamed on only the design. There
probably aren't any optimum military solutions.

Problem Solution - The use of regression models including the second order
and interaction terms was neat for finding out if an optimum solution existed.
Alternative models were not tested extensively with the same data set, but
several of the bivariate relationships were examined carefully. Finding that
ARVN strength tended to have a negative relationship with GVN control led
to work with the cross-lagged correlations. This introduction of time lags
showed that changed to GVN control led ARVN strength. A decline to GVN
control is followed by increased ARVN strength.

Interpretation - As already noted in some detail not finding an optimum mix
was interpreted a problem with the measures and model selected. Presen-
tation of the results as sets of sensitivity curves had interesting possibilities
not fully realized because of lack of confidence in the models. The current
situation in a province with 1, 500 ARVN; 2,000 RF; 5, 000 PF and 4, 000
people under GVN control could be plotted as shown in figure I1I-1. In this

example the 5,000 PF do not go with the 40, 000 people actually under
?0*' 0
— 509 q0v ARVN = 1,500
mo 6O‘P § \' 00 . e = B pE e v . e s e
: 504 VExpected GVN
= ] : ' Control = 55, 000
P 17 TP, PR ST A X LE L LT R P PR PP
S 30' s S Observed GVN
| <! Control = 40, 000
Z 1l
> 104 AR Lv.\'
! ! L
© —e ‘ — 5 ~+ t
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

3
Strength (x 10)

Figure III-1

Sample Use of Sensitivity Curves
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3 GVN control. Something could be wrong with either th» effectiveness or
employment of the PF to make the observed effect of 5, 000 equivalent to
only about 3, 500. The results of this work also led to some study of extreme
: cases. In this study very large increases or decreases in GVN control
were compared to various measures of military presence and activity. It
disclosed several interesting effccts, Large increases are understandably
related to starting at low or moderate levels of GVN control. It is easier
to register gains when there is more room for improvement. Large de-
clines are easily explained by enemy activity, but friendly military activity
does not account for large increases to GVN control. The processes are
not reversible. Finally, there were indications that low level enemy activity
such as terrorism have a catalytic effect in that they tend to be associated
with gains in GVN control rather than declines.

Village Programs

Problem Formulation - This work involved several different iterations of

the problem formulation and egolution. The operational objectives were those
of the "'other war''. Rural development through village self help was expected
to gain popular behavior and attitudes favorable to the GVN and erode those
favorable to the VC. Because the program efforts are very diverse and the
available data in the HES deals with broad categorics rather than specific
development efforts, most of the analysis considered the alternatives to be
development in general versus military initiative by either side. Even when
the most detail possible in separate HES questions was studied the develop-
mment activity was measured in general terms only (i. e., frequency of agri-
culture cadre visits as opposed to a specific measure such as units of hog
cholera vaccine administered). The approach of a cease-fire brought a

shift in the work from asking if village programs were effective or a waste

of resources to concern for what p. sgrams were desirable for the post
cease-fire period. The research design considered many levels of detail
ranging from all hamlets to provinces aggregated by war type. The measures
examined also ranged from some 90 HES questions to a half dozen composite

} indices. The work can be said to have been persistent in trying everything
even though it was not very efficient.

Problem Solution - The methods employed were as varied as the levels of
detail examined. Cross-sectional analyses examined the relationships
expressed by rank order correlation statistics as well as by the correspon-
dence shown by three colored hamlet plots. Rank order correlation was
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compared with product moment correlation results. Correlation and re-
gresrion were employed with time " eries data. Work with regression
models attempted to incorporate the non-linear and interaction effects
observed on scatter plots. Eventually, a form of causal path analysis
might have sorted out the unique contributions of each factor in the ''sys-
tem" explaining popular behavior. But there were to many likely paths

and to many provinces for the time and resources available. Furthermore,
a precise interpretation of how the process worked in each province was
considered less important than the application of the analysis results to
the practical problem of post cease fire planning.

Interpretation - Application of several analysis methods to several large
data sets produced more statistics, graphs, and map plots than could ever
be interpreted in detail. What started as a few simple tests from which
the scope and methods were to be reduced to the most promising few meas-
ures and techniques grew into trying all approaches on all the data. There
were several reasons for this growth rather than narrowing of scope. A
basic reason was discovery that use of only the composite indices allowed
errors to be introduced if the component questions were not screened for
every case. As long as it was necessary to examine all the questions it
was just as easy to obtain statistics on all the bivariate relationships at
the same time. Another reason for continuing to examine relationships
found to be nil in the sample tests was a suspicion that the sample may

not have been representative, or the apparent independence was simply not
credible. The tests on a cross-sectional basis were firally narrowed down
to a dozen plausible hypotheses and reported in terms of, 'it is generally
confirmed, but...'" The time-scries analysis dealt with fewer parameters, but
it ultimately treated each of the 44 provinces separately. From an aca-
demic perspective, it would be desirable to carry this work on through the
development of 44 causal path models. Incidentally, the '"proccesses' are
similar in most provinces in the sense that rural development seems to
work in general, but in detail every province is a little unique. In the end
the analysis concluded with the tabulation of all the apparently valid causal
linkagas. Instead of interpreting the results as a set of models, the dif-
ferences between provinces were translated into the different implications
these results should have for future development efiforts. The final product
wa.s a set of recormmendations for allocation of post ceasefire development
effort.
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1972 Offensive

Problem Formulation - This work was actually a number of separate efforts
to provide some rapid systematic evaluations of the situation and its impli-
cations. To a large degree the research was oriented toward providing
description rather than solutions to operational problems. Thus. it is not
practical to tabulate objectives, alternatives, criteria, and measures.
There were decision problems that the results eventually obtained can sup-
port. For example, the work on attrition models could be used to estimate
the course of action for various amounts and rates of ARVN reinforcement
facing the 1972 or possible future NVA offensives in northern MRI. Any
decisions regarding how to help the GVN deal with the cffensive could have
benefited from the descriptions placing the 1972 activity and its consequences
in a long term perspective.

Problem Solution - Both theory and empiricism played a rcle in this work.
Adaptations of Lanchester attrition models were used in what amounted to
simulations for the purpose of finding values for the time interval, exchange
and commitment ratios, and assigning strength limits that would make the
model fit the observed data. Correlation and regression were used in other
parts of the work, but simple tabular summaries produced the clearest
descriptions.

Interpretation - The delays in acquisition of data made the results too late

to be of practical value for the assessment of events durir.g 1972. Therefore,
little more was said by way of interpretation other than that the attrition
models have promise. That the offensive was largely an NVA affair and did
not achieve more than setting pacification back a year is not news to those
close to the scene. However, the review of published accounts of the battles
in order to make estimates of the missing data did show this perspective of
the offensive and its impact is not widely held.

Friendly Initiative

Problem Formulation - This task is related to the question of enemy offensive
because the basic premise was that friendly initiative will pre-empt enemy
activity, Assuming this to be true the friendly commander should want to
know how much initiative is enough because more than enough could be more
costly than to little. The operational objective here was one of minimizing
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the friendly battle costs. The alternatives considered werxe various levels
of activity, support, and strengths. Measures important to the problem
also included the threat and general nature of the war.

Problem Solution - Again the research relied on empiricism letting the ob-
served data produce the answers. Only the anewers were not the ones expected
by the basic premise. Regression models were rejected in favor of looking
at smaller and smaller subsets of the data. When friendly initiative alone
emerged as generally counter productive as far has having an optimum level
is concerned, the research focused on finding what conditions or combination
of conditions tend to explain favorable outcomes. As with much of the other
work done on a multivariate basis, the results are distorted by to much
interdependence among the "independent’' measures. It is easy for the sta-
tistics 1o summarize what appears to be going on, but even the introduction
of time lags does not produce easy answers as to why. At hest the work can
be useful for applying other methods to different measures in search of the
same answers.

Interpretation - How does one tzll the Department of Defenvc that military
initiative in Vietnam had no systematic utility? A finding that aerial inter-
diction is essentiaily unrelated to any measure of ou! "~me other than air-
craft losses has no value unless someone will pay attention. When this pat-
tern of findings began to emerge from the early work, the rescarch design
and sel tion of measures were blamed. The data set finally used was an
attempt to meet anticipated rejection of the findings. Strengths and activity
were normalized, the data was partitioned accor:’ing to enemy threat, and
provinces were treated as separate cases, but th only consistent interprec-
tation possible is that NVA and VC forces have been reacting to friendly
strength and initiative. Only an assumption that a proportion of the province-
months should be deleted because the enemy did not act because he didn't
intend to will show a iumited positive impact for friendly initiative. The
last multivariate attempt used a form of discriminate analysis to evaluate
what combination cf measures best accounts for favorable or unfavorable
outcomes. Here the mililary thcory finds at least partial confirmation. In
order of strength, these measures of friendly strength and activity are:

+ Close Air Support -~ low cxplaining very unfavorable ovutcomes
Fricendly Inttiative - high explaining very unfavorable outcomes
Overoll Force Ratio - generally as expected

* ARVN/VNMC Strength - the opposite of expectations
Territorial Strength per 1,000 People Under GYN Control - the

opposite of expectations
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There docs sooin to be potential fur finding scceplal - guidel nen ur the
usc of fricndly resources in the data, Unfurtunately, (inne ran vut un this
projoct belore they could be confirmed and made Inly eaplicit recunmimean:
dations.
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SECTION IV

CONCLUSIONS

Can the application of multivariate analysis techniques to aggregate
data such as that available from Vietnam provide useful assistance to
decisionmakers? Yes it can, even though many of the results of the Ben-
dix program were of the negative variety and those that were positive
emerged as less than convincing. This evaluation is trapped in the con-
flict between the need to be positive and assertive in order to be given
attention and the awarcness of how '"soft" some of the data is, the analy-
tical assumptions that were ""bent'' along the way, and how onc might
have proceeded differently given two years of hindsight. Another bind
exists between the need for a clear and concise statement of results
and their implications and the need to build credibility by preserting
the complex details leading up to those results that were not intuitively
pleasing. Finally, the particular nature of the available data and the
large size of the data base combined to produce the most important
defect in the utility of the data and analysis methods as quantitative
decision aids. Very few decisions need to be made in three months,
six months or a year. Most seem to have a time frame of a week or
two at most (and some were ''needed yesterday'). The work on this
project has shown that a three month response time is hard to meet and
when the time is not taken to carefully review all the data and check the
various manipulations of that data, errors creep in.

These areas of compromise between what was needed or desired
and what was possible become the basis for this evaluation of both the
work performed and what might have been done:

e Did the data actually represent the substantive
concepts being examined?

e Did the metlods employed accurately disclose the
relationships in a useful form?

e Did the interpretation of results bring clarity to an
admittedly complex phenomenon?

e Did the effort to clarify complexity conceal any significant
limitations or sensitivity of the analysis?

e Did the level of detail examined strike an appropriate
balance between the complexity of the problem and the
time available to produce results”
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Coneider first the problem of "softness' in the data. From the
onset of the project the question of data quality was one of major concern.
Approximately a third of the effort was devoted to the screening and man-
agement of the data base. The purpose of the descriptive analyses was to
identify the relevant substantive concepts and the most appropriate data
clements for use in composite indices or as key indicators. With the
exception of the data on {riendly casualties which tend to be low, all data
elements for military activities uscd in the study represent events or
conditions which scem to have been reported accurately. Even though
friendly casualties may be understated, this measure correlates very
strongly with most other measures of friendly activity such as weapons
lost or captured, ¢nemy casualties, mission days, contacts, etc.
Therefore, friendly killed in friendly initiated action probably does
accurately represent the level of friendly offense. However, it would
have becn easier to interpret if the measure could have been the pro-
portion of available resources allocated to offense, but differences in
reporting small and large unit activity would not permit the construction
of this measure. The indices constructed from aggregate responses to
HES questions are also open to question. Economic strength might be
better represented by some combination of a price index and average
family income, but this is not available on a monthly province level
basis. In the end, a combination of the status of local markets and the
quantity and variety of goods available is probably representative of 28
much accuracy and detail on a country-wide scale as one can find anywhere.

The subject of HES data leads into the problem of selecting the
appropriate method. The basic issue concerns the meaning and use of
an aggregate score of, say 2. 6, derived from many question responses
having weights of 0,1, 2,3, and 4 where the interval between each weight
is not necessarily equal. If the method employed assumes that the in-
tervals were equal, as was the case in the analysis of time series data for
the village program question, error could be introduced if the results are
interprcted as meaning a unit of change in the independent variable will yield
a proportional change in the dependent variable. This type of interpretation
was not made. Instead, the interpretation and application of time series anal-
ysis results was restricted to comparisons across provinces. Some findings
with regard to the relative strength of relationships between economic stimu-
lation (ordinal scale) or friendly offense (interval scale) and political influence
{ordinal scale) are questionable. However, the relatively low and sometimes
adverse apparent impact of friendly offense 15 supported by the same low
reclationships with other ocutcome measures which are also interval data.
Additional support for the use of parametric methods with ordinal data
was derived by a comparison of the results obtained with both rank-order
and product moment correlat:on routines. Finally, extensive tcsting of the
relationships was carried out on a cross-sectional basis using non-parametric
methods before going into the time 8cries work.
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The need to develop clear and concise interpretations from exten-
sive analysis of rather complex phenomena tended to be at odds with the
data and method questions. It would have been desirable to interpret the
results with a statement that doing ""x'* will produce "t" change in "y'".

Or that for a threat of "2' encmy density the probability of a favorable
autcoime is a maximum with '"r'' friendly regular troops allocating o'
purcent of their time to offensive operations with "t friendly territorial
troops per 1000 people under GVN control,  Such prescriptive interpre-
tations were diligently sought, but were either not found or were without
meaning. Frcequently, the data for "x' and ''y' had to be an abstract index so
the best that could be said of the results was that the relationship

between ''x'" and "y'" was strong, moderate, weak or nil; was linear

or subject to saturation and threshold effects; was reversible or not;

and was clearly or ambiguously causal in nature. With regard to

outcome, many alternatives were considered, Unfortunately, this

war has been one of recurring episodes, There is no data element

labeled "win/lose'. The GVN control score developed by the Viet-

nam Special Studies Group does tell something about the status of

opposing military forces relative to the population, Gains on this

index can be assumed to be favorable and declines unfavorable.

There are measures of both the frequency and intensity of enemy

activity for whichdeclines or at least below average experience could

be considered generally favorable. One problem is that a very good month in
one ,.rovince might be the worst ever in another. However, by allowing
the standards of favorability to be based on the unique experience of each
province, it did seern re: sonable to construct a composite index from

the GVN control and enemy activity measures. Then the analysis did

not yield the clear relationships between future outcome and friendly
presence or activity that could have been given a useful interpretation,
There are at least four reasons or interpretations. The composite
outcome index may have no meaning. The choice of analysis method

failed to show the true relationships. Or if the negative results are

valid, it was because there were many observations of high friendly
presence and activity where the enemy threat was low, or conversely, there
were many observations where the enemy activity was much lower than could
be expected from enemy presence even though friendly presence and
activity was also low, Study of more than 500 scatter plots makes the
latter interpretation seem most likely. The probability of high enemy
activity was so low that increased friendly presence or activity does

little to reduce 1t, In short it was not possible to concitely interpret
something that could not be found.
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Because so few sumple and intuitively pleasing interpretations
were possible, there was little problem of concealment or distortion
of results., If anything, it has been necessary to report too many
examples of the detailed, cornplex results, During the descriptive work
the effort tu compenasaate for seasonal variation yielded a fairly simple
finding that was easy to nusinterpret, It was found that seasonal vari-
ation did not change the basic structure of the patterns of variation
over time, This did nct mean that there are no seasonal effects, It
means only that the eight variables that best describe military presence
and activity in the dry season are just as valid for the wet season.
Forces tend to do the same thing in either season—just more or less,
A similar confusion was experienced when it was found that security
did not strongly influence the relationship between ecocnomic strength
and political influence. If arything, the relationship is stronger under
conditions of low security, but this may be an artifact of the level of
economic strength that goes with low security, In any event, the
conclusion was not that security in itself is unimportant to political
influence; it only meant that the payoff of economic strength in terms
of popular behavior was largely independent of security. On the other
hand, hamiets with really low security do not even get into the data,
£0 the results should not be interpreted as a mandate to itnprove the

economy of all hamlets without regard to enemy threat or satety of the RD

cadre team given the job,

The problem of response time has been most vexing from the
onset, Just the process of acquiring and updating the data base has taken
far longer than ever anticipated. By the time a tape is obtained, read,
and the dats screened and merged with existing data several weeks
slip by even if ¢ problems are encountered., Then there are the
seemingly ur..ivoidable instances of the garbled tape, wrong label,
wrong code book, or the key data elerient not being present, Working
with province level, monthly data has produced problems not apparent
with data aggregated by military region. It simply takes time to find
and deal with a province whose population increases 250 percent in
one month, If this sort of error is found after population has been
used as a variable for several months, itis unpleasant to calcu-
late the lost time and effort. A fair estimate of time requirements for
the various elements of a 20 variable research design using some 100
data elements from the raw data is as follows:

o Update and screen basic data file(s) - three weeks
e Problem formulation and variable specification - two we-cks
e Variable/index construction and screening - two weeks
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e Review of descriptive statistics and scatter plots - one week
e Revision of research design and variable selection - (two

weeks )
e lnitial analysis/modeling - two weeks

e Preliminary interpretation and analysis reiteration(s) -
three weeks

e Draft report and interpretation - two weeks

This adds up to some 15 to 17 calendar weeks for an analyst, research
assistant and about half time for a computer programmer. It assumes
results that generally conform to the expeccations and no serious data
problems. If there are surprises, the time span can casily doutle.
Another factor that can add to the time factor is a revision of the
objectives too late or after the research becomes overly entrenched

in the original data set. While it is easy to see that much time was
lost on wrong approaches or simply asking the wrong questions of the
wrong data, there may have been no way to learn this without trying.
One way to reduce time requirements is to be less ambitious. Aggre-
gate the data by military region and quarter or even by country-wide
annual observations, It may well be that province-months are not the
best level of analysis, For one data set, the Pacification Attitude
Analysis System (PAAS) data, individual respondents should yield

the most reliable findings. At the other extreme, the student of
Vietnamese history in the next century may find a very clear picture
by observing Southeast Asia at ten year intervals. That ie probably

a ridiculous comment, but it does underscore the importance for seek-
ing a satisfactory compromise between the decision problem, rescarch
strategy, data, and the available time and ressurces.

The experience with the Analysis of Vietnamization project does
not offer any simple formula for how to reach that compromise, It
began as a fishing expedition into the sea of Vietnam data. Some good
catches were made, but not allhave been easily digested. Some likeiy
sources of better catches have been identified, but the really big one

seems to have escaped. In the end, the Government, other researchers,

and possibly even the Vietnamese will realize some advantage from this
experience.
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After arming the fuze on this report with the final comments on
friendly initiative in the preceeding section, it is {itting that the concluding
remarks draw upon the work of a wiser and more success{ul analyst. In
approaching the evaluation task guidance was sought in text books on oper-
ations analysis and the self criticizm appearing periodically in Operations
Research ind the Military Operations Research Symposium Proceedings
over the past ten years. Also uncovered in this review of the literature
was E. S. Quade's book Analysis for Military Decisions. * The concluding
portion of Quade's critique seemws appropriate here.

From the 29 precepts for conducting operations research:
1. The design of the analysis is crucial. ..."

'""3. The investigation may require many cycles or passes at the
problem. ..."

"5. Detailed trcatment usually should come late in the study, ..."

""8. In all analysis, the use of inodels is inevitable... However,
The analyst must be more interested in the real world problem
than in the idealized model..."

""9. For most phenomena therc arc many possible rcpresentations; ..."

12, Computations with models... are frequently valuable not because
they prove results, but because thcy lcad to more and better anal-
ysis at the intuitive level. "

"16. A study that attempts to influence policy must make a convincing
comparison of alternatives. ... "

20, Insofar as possinle, a systems analyst should try to use the
methode of science and to establish the same traditions. He
should be objective and quantitative; all his calculations, as-
sumptions, data, and judgments should be made explicit and
subject ¥ _uplication, checking, criticism, and disagroement. "

"2.:. Inquiry can nover be complete. ...

E.S. Quade (ed.), Analysis for Military Decisfons, Kand Corp., Santa
Monica, Rand McNally & Co., Chicago, 1964,
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Real uncertainty that cannot be removed by further analysis
is always prescent in uny study of the real world. ... "

In a complex real-world problem, full optimization over the

entire scope of the problem is ordinarily beyond the capability
0{ analy.i.; eee "

Does the project 1sader appear to have a fair background know-
ledge of the subject arca?"

Doce the preliminary formulation show an understanding c{ what
necde to be done to fill in the gaps in our knowledge ?"

ls the (rescarch) process an organized one?"

What 1s the purpose of the analysis ?"

Who is doing the analysis?" (Are there vestod interests).
What dectision is the analysis concerned with?"

Who miust make tho declsion?"

When munst or should the docision bo made?"

What alternative ... courses of action are considered,.. ?"

Does the analysis ignore any related factors that should be con-
sidered jointly with the problems in the analysis? "

Arce all the alternative actions considered in the analyesis reclly
possible?”

Does the analysis ignoro any consequence of the decision ... ?"
Arc the sssumptions explicitly satated”"
o the decision making criteris appear reasonable 7

Docs the aysteins analyet (ully disclose his subjective judg-

mente

Are the results of the anslysis presented in 8 vseful form?"
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""19. Are the limitations of the analysis, as well as its good features,
pointed out clearly and candidly?"

2Z1. Are the conclusions intuitively satiafying?"

'23. 1s the significant problem being considered, ... ?"

“25. What contingencies were considered?”

‘26. Arce cnemy or competitor reactions explicitly taken into account?'
"28. Were the assumptions of the model made explicit?"

"29. 1s the rnodel adequate?"

'"30. Does the study give consideration to other possible models?"

~
o

71, Are the recnmmendations made with full recognition of the un-

certainties involved?"

Given a more intimate knowledge of the intentions, difficulties, and
complete resulis of the Analysis of Vietnamization Project than can be pre-
scnted an thia lengthy abstract of the work, the author and principal investi-
pator concludes that the work rates a good score on the precepts and questions
rareed by Quade, Many of the answers sought were not found. This is not
neceasarily o defect in either the methods or the data. The negative as well
ak positive findings have been reported. If this type of approach had been
applicd consistently since the carly stages of the war, the work on substan-
tive questions might have been more timely, and responsive. AU this time
there are many 'what if'"' questions for decision makers to which the results P
of this project van and should be applied. As the Department of Defense re-
covers from the changes forced by the Vietnarn experience it is hoped that
this cmpirical approach to learning from the past will receive at least equal
attention with the anvcdota) approach.
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SECTION V

REFERENCES

Introduction

This listing of references covers a wide range »f materials extend-
ing from theoretical works on the subject of revolutionary warfare to var-
ious reports prepared by the Bendix analysis staff during the project. It
is not meant to be a complete bibliography of the Vietnam War. Orly the
books, papers, and data sources used in the planning and interpretation
of the analyses are included. Many journal articles, papers, and news
reports are not included even though they were routinely reviewed for
information and ideas during the course of the work. For example, spe-
cific references to the several boxes of articles from the New York Tirecs,
Washington Post, Far Eastern Economic Review, Air Uni‘rersity Review,
Military Review, Aviation Week and Space Digest, etc. are not included in
this listing even though they were routinely clipped and incorporated in the
file of background data. Other sources in this same category include var-
ious pamphlets and periodic reports issued by the U.S. Department. of
State and Defense and the Government of the Republic of Vietnam. Some
refercnces are included for reports of the lessons learned, combat exper-
iences, combat after action report, and senior officer debriefing report
categories because of their role in providing the analysis staff with a sam-
pling of the ''combat lore" and operational perspectives of those charged
with responsibility for the day to day conduct of th: war.

This study was oriented to apply various data and Jata analysis
methods to understanding the processes at work in this conflict. There-
fore. almost all of the references used except for the data source docu-
rnentation served as only general background information. This is reflected
by the organization of references into eight cateyories of background infor-
mation plus other quantitative work and some analysis method documenta-
tion. Several categories of reports and papers resulting from the project
are listed and briefly described. All the technical reports with a "BSR"™
number assigned were given the same distributicn as this final report and
should be available to qualified requesters from the Defense Documentation
Center. Some references are also made to draft working papers and mem-
oranda which ave not generally available. They represent the develupment
of research strategy, interaction with the study users at OASD(SA) Regional
Programs, and miscellancous cfforts overtaken by events or incorporated
in subsequent technical or final repcrt volumes. They are included here
simply to complete the documentation of the project work.
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represent underlying differences in popuiation size, population density,
uninhabited area, rural population change, and security conditions.

Analysis of Vietnamization: Dimensions of Security and Develoovment,
Draft Working Paper of 15 March 1972,
Results of factor analysis of HES data to check and refine aggregation of
questions into composite indices having both substantive meaning and
statistical homogeneity for use in later analyses.
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"Evaluation of Village Programs fromx HES Data,'! Memorandum of
30 March 1972.

"The Harnlet Evaluation System: Interviewing Prouject Report,
Working Paper of May 1972. Resulis of interviews with persons who
formerly were or currently are familiar with the HES as designers
of the system, district advisors, users of the reports either as decision
makers or analysts. The objective was to obtain an understanding of the
strong and weak aspects of the data and the nature of any bias that might
be introduced.

i et o

"AVW Data, " Mcmorandum of 17 August 1972.
Research plan for linking HES and PAAS in CAPB framework.
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"Physical Infrastructurc versus Organizational Activity, "' Working
Paper of August 1972. Analysis of IIES data showing that development
cfforts can be categorized into two types, one directed at providing
social scrvices and physical infrastructurc such as clinics and schools,
and the other aimed at cstablishing popular participation in ¢conomic ) ]
and social organizations. Study of time series plots shows the former
to have risen steadily to near its maximum scor< with little impact due
to the 1972 offensive. On the other hand the organizational activity :
appears to be more difficult and fragile with large declines following i
the 1972 offensive even though it secms to have the greatest negative
imipact on bechavior compliant with the VC.

______ "Use of Contingency Tables to Examine the Relationship Between .
Aimed PSDF and the Percentage of Households with a Member in
PSDF, " Working Note of Augu:st 1972. Results of a check to see if the
interval data for numbers of aimed PSDF or number of trained key
interteams (spotty and inconsistent as time series data) could be re-
placed with the HES data on PSDF participation as measured by the
response to question HQC6 (a consisternt time series). The two data
clements appear to measure different phenomena.

st

S .

“Analysis of PSDF Activity Level, "Working Note of August 1972,
Rueperts strong rclationships between high levels of PSDF activity as
mueasured by HQC7 and success in reducing popular compliance with |
the VC and participation in GVN sponsored activities. = ]

and Jeffrey Milstein, Coercive Acts and IPolitical Behavior: A i
Research Design, Working Paper of 6 August 1971, i
Initial plan for data scaling and index construction and search for
causal linkages betweoen friendly and enemy coercive potential and

activity, fricndly non-military programs, and popular attitudes and 3
behavior.

_ "ABPFR1 - Medical Services and "ABPR#Z - GVN Propaganda
Effort, ' Working Notes of February 1972, Analytically Based Policy
Recommendation tABPA) - two short notes documenting interesting
insights or relationships disclosed in the work on the larger CAPB re-
scarch cftort. Additional notes in this series were plannced but were
not pursucd as the project concentrated most of its attention on analyzing
the cffectivencess of village programs in April 1972.
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Bauer, Ronald G. "Research Design for Offense/Defense Task, '' Memo-

randum of 15 June 1972.

_ The Impact of Tactical Air Support on Battle Outcomes in South

Vietnam, Working Paper of December 1972.

Initial report of findings from work seeking to relate various friendly
military initiatives to measures of outcome. Close air support sorties
were found to be strongly related to outcome (friendly casualties and
casualty rates) in the main force or high regular war type categories
and to a lesser degree in the guerrilla war on high territorial cate-
gories. Interdiction sorties appear to be essentially unrelated to any
measure of outcome tested.

and Robert Youngblood. '"The Fallacy of Conducting Arithmetic
Operations on Ordinal Psychometric Data: A Note on Possible Use
and Misuse of HES/PAAS Data, ' Memorandum of 19 June 1972.

Candela, Cristine. ''Notes on SVN, ' Memorandum of 13 August 1971.

Extracts from documents about aims, plans, operations, problems,
definiticns, etc. regarding the U.S. presence in Vietnam.

"Plans for Usc of PAAS Data, " Memorandum of 14 August 1972.

Chase, P.E. "Procedure for Obtaining Optimum Values with Functions of

More than One Variable, " Memorandum of 12 October 1971.

"Visit to OASD/SA, ' Memorandum of 15 May 1972. Study plan for
analyzing the impact of the 1972 offensive.

"Verification of Voerodsky's Lanchester Equations Based Upon Bendix

Accumulated Data for Vietnam, " Memorandum of 9 June 1972.

""Response to Question on How to Apply Attrition Models to 1972
Offensive, '" Memorandum of | August 1972.

“"Sample Calculation of GVN Military Attrition in Quang Tri, Thua
Thien, and Binh Long for the Recent Invasion, " Memorandum of 22
August 1972.
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""Development and Application of Lanchesters Lyuations to Province
Data, " Working Note of August 1972.
Results of first attempt to appiy attrition models to cxplaining the out-
comec of the major "fronts' that developed in the 1972 offensive.

‘ Comparison of HEIS and Bendix Models in an Analysis of the Impact
l of the Spring '72 NVA Offensive, Draft Working Paper of May 1973,
Province by province analysis of changes to ""Pacification” gcorces be-
tween Dccember 1971 and October 1972.

r MacDougall, John J. "The Peeple's Army Proposal, " Memorandum of 23
March 1972.

Research design recommeoendations based on analysis results {from prior
study of SEAPRS, TFES, and SEER data.

Analysis of Vietnamization: North Vietnamesc l.eadership, Draft
Working Paper of July 1972.

Analysis of Vietnamization: North Victnamcsce leadership, Working
Paper of March 1973. - )
Draft and final versions ot paper sceking to determine if the "factional
exclanation” of why the NVA launches their offennive in 1972 had any
bagis in the published statements and writings of the North Victnamcse
leaders.

and W.G, Prince. Analysis of Victnamization: Military Misnions,
Draft Working Paper of March 1972.
Results of factor analysis of SEAPRS and SEER data sceking bost indi-
cators of friendly and cnemy military presence and activity.  Subsequent
analyscs with a Yonger timie series and with HES data included (see Adkine,
March 1272) confirmed the basic findings as roported in the 'Description
of the War” scctions of this volume,

Mc Cormick, David. “Measurcement of Fffectiveness in Supproessing Lnemy
Activity, " Memorandum of 5 May '7].

and Cristine Candela. The VN Control Process: A Roscarch Do
siE'n! Working Paper of March 1972,

t Start of a comprchoensive ¢ffort to account {or changes in GVN control

3 strossing that increascs and decrcascs arce scparate phcnomena (aesymctry)
and that the process is non-lincar with obscrved catalytic and sataration
offects.
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Milatein, Jeffrcy S. "Rescarch Design to S5tudy Relationships Between
VC/NVA Military Actlvities and Viet Cong ’olitical Influence, "
Memorandum of 18 June 1971,

"Village Prograrmn Evaluation Research Plan, " Momorandum of
July 1972,

Mobley, Fegpy. Analysia of Vietnamization: GVYN Control Decline and

Recovery, Decemnber 1971 te June 1972, Draft Working Haper of
October 1972,
KReport of examinstion of varistion in the {mpact of the 1972 offonsive
and tho dilferoent socia), oconumnic, adminiatrative, and domographic
characteristice of the upper and Jower quartiles {n province rankings
of docline and rocovery in GVN control scoras.

~and W. G, Prince. Analysis of Vietnamization: I'rovince Vreofiles
of the War, 1967-1972. Dralt Working Vaper of April 1973,
Dctatlied resuita of the regular -territurial catogorization of provinces
for the perind 4/67 through 9/72 with & month by month etudy of Spring-
Suwininer 1974, Thae Lasic results ere repurted in the "Description of thy
War' and "1972 Olfonsive' soctionns of this volwne,

iNguyes Thi Hivinw "Undersinind the Yialhainese, " Woiking Note of July 1972,
Backyround information fur use In Intorproting findings of PAAS data on

Vivinamuenae pupular sttitudes,

Prince, W.G, "Reconuncaded Bendix Analyais Tasks, " Working Paper of
Ma~ch 1971,
Qutline of basic asswnptivus, research topies b and hypothoses to be
teatod, and resvsrch stratogy for projoct prosented at the {irst monthly
review with OASD (5A) Reglonal Vrograme and ARP'A,
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"Progress and Plans for FProject 79191; Analysis of Victnamization, "
Memorandum of <n April 1971,

"Indicators of an Explanation of RVNAL Pcerformance as Told by

COMUSMACV, " Working Note of April 1971,

Notes, assumptions, and hypothescs derived from revicew of MACV
Quarterly Bvaluations and SEER Reports,

DTA/STZ Profiles, Draft Working Vaper of June 1971,

Report of offorts to compare observed with expected ARVN perforrance
obtained from various regression models. Basic findings are summarized
in the "ARVN Ferformance’ scction of this volume.

Gon. ept Definttion and Variable Sclection, Working Paper of Septem-

‘)\'l', ‘I)-/ l .
Kewults of (actor analysis of SEAPRS data clements as prescented at the
monthly project review mecting.

Data Managoment and Quality Control, Working Paper of September
1971.
Deseription of probleme and wolutione found, if any, in the acquisition,
verooning, and use uf province level time serles data as prescented at the
monthly project review mecting.

"What Next for Analysis of Victnamization, " Memorandum of

I Qctobier 1971,

Project status, futurce objectives, and rescarvch strategy.
‘Completion and Follow-0n 'lanning, "' Memorandum of 4 January 1972,

Analyeis ot Victnumizauon: Monthly VFrovince War Type Scores,

Working I'aper of Fobruary 1972, Use of polynomial regression to obtain
maounthly scores from the six-month average scores resulting from the
serlos of provinee profile analyses, Incorporeted in Technical Report
Bsit 33548,

Village Vrograms, Working Paper of April 1972,

Application of carly Bundix anslysis results to the question of village
program cffectivencess and a dewign for study of the probiem using hamlet
lovel data,
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"Analysis of Village Program Effectiveness, ' Memorandum of
12 June 1972.

"Analysis of Pacification Attitude Analysis System (PAAS) Data, "
Memorandum of 13 June 1972.

"Status of AVW Effort, ' Memorandum of 30 June 1972. Revised
objectives and research plans.

"Status of AVW Effort, '' Memorandum of 2 August 1972.
More detailed research plans.

Analysis of Viethamization: A Post Cecase-Fire Development Plan,

Technical Rep rt BSR 4005. Ann Arbor, Mi: Bendix Aerospace Systems
Division, January 1973.

Recommended allocations of province effort to social, economic, and
administrative local development programs based on time series analyses

of eight factors generally believed to determine political influence of the
GVN and VC.

Analysis of Vietnamization. A Post Cease-Fire Development Plan,

Technical Report BSR 4005A. Ann Arbor, Mi: Bendix Aerospace Systems
Division, February 1973.

Update and reorganization of January version usiug a 40 month (7/69-

12/71) time series on which the earlier report was based. Only BSR 4005A
was given general distribution,
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Describes various time series analyses using quarterly data with data
subset partitions based on war type, security, standoff attacks, friendly
defense, friendly offense, economic strength, social benefits, admin-
istrative presence, economic stimulation, GVN political influence VC
political influence, and the direction of change in the foregoing measures.
It will not be published until revised to condense the origins, scaling,
weighting, listing, and distributions of the basic data used as well as
adding references to other classified or open literature on the subject.

"The Process of Building and Eroding Political Influence in Vietnam:
Province Level Descriptions, ' paper delivered at the 31st Military Oper -
ations Research Symposium, Annapolis, Md., 19 June 1973. Sum-
marization of probable causal relationships found in the cross-lagged
correlations on a province by province basis over the 7/69 through
10/72 time series.

and John H. Adkins. Village Programs: A Study of Factors In-
volved in the Process of Building or Eroding Political Influence in
South Vietnam, Drafi{ Technical Report of 20 October 1972.
Preliminary findings obtained from province and hamlet level cross-
sectional analy-es of HES data in accordance with the April 1972 re-
search design.

"Analysis of Vietnamization: Explaining Political Influence and
Village Program Effectiveness, ' briefing notes of 14 November 1972.
Presentation of village program analysis results to DASD/SA/REPRO.

"A Post Cecase-Fire Development Plan, " briefing text of 30 Nov-
vimber 1972,
Presentation of revised village program analysis results to DASD/SA /
REPRO.

“A Post Ceasc-Fire Development lan, * briefing text of 22 December

’
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/
frescntation of changed results obtained by condu=zting analysis ona pro-
vince by province basis instead of aggregating by war type.

—

Analysis of Vietnamization: rlamlcet Evalustion System Revisions,
Technical Report BSR 4012, Ann Arbor, Mi: Bendix Aerospace Systems
Division, Fecbruary 1973,




1 e — o —re. -

et e . s e i . W S

BSR 4033A

Recommendations for and example of HES revision based on com-
parison of structure implicit in existing model and submodcl aggre-
gations with the structure rcvealed by factor analysis of the variance
over time.

Analysis of Viethamization: A Time-Series Analysis of Village

Program Effectiveness, Draft Working Paper of May 1973.
Detailed results of province by province analysis of the 40-meonth
time series data.

Prince, W.G., Peggy Mobley, and Robert Youngblood. Analysis of
Vietnamization: A Cross-Sectional Test of Viliage Program Ef-
fectiveness, Technical Report BSK 4022. Ann Arbor, Mi: Bendix
Aerospace Systems Division, April 1973,

Tanter, Raymond, "The Relative Effectivenegs of the Regular vs. ths 'Peoples’
Army' on Pacification in Vietnam, " Memorandum of 10 June 1971,
Suggestions for a research topic.

Models £ Government Control: Preliminaries to Optimizing

Vietnamization, Working Paper of September 1971.
Research strategy for non-linear regressions seeking to explain GVN
control in terms of US and RVNAF force levels.

‘"Vietnamization Analysis and Modeling, ' Memorandwn of 5 January

1972.

Recommendations for revision of rescarch strategy sceking to optimize
force mix.
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""Opportunities and Risks for a Peoples Army, ' Memorandum of
20 March 1972,

Rescarch design for test of People's Army concept against operational
data that was not pursued duc to increased interest in the Village Pro-
gram question and evaluating the impacts of the NVA offensive.

Werbos, Paul. "A Conservative Approach to Effectiveress Indicators, '’

Working Note of 2C June 1971.
Research plan for expanding DTA/STZ analysis of ARVN perfcrmaace
to battalion level data.

"Programs Written for AVW, " Working Note of %5 Aavgust 1971.
Docwnentation of data management and anaiysis programs Dreyared
for comprehensive review of many cross-lagged co,:elations.

Youngblood, Robert L. ""HES Weighting System Revisited: Some Implica-

tions for Correlational Analysis, '' Memnorandum of 24 July 1972.

"Multidimensional Scaling, Factor Analysis, and the HES Data Set:
An Attempt to Cut Away Some of the Underbrush, "' Memocrandum of 6
September 1972.
Report of comparison of results obtained with non-parametric and
parametric analysis techniques.

"Mass Attitudes Toward the GVN: A Research Strategy for Using

the PAAS Data Set, " Memorandum of 8 September 1977.

"Aspects of Land Reform and Socioeconomic Development in South
Victnam Reflected in the PAAS and the HES Data Sets, "' Working Note of
December 1972,

Summary of cross-sectional tests incorporating PAAS data. Results
obtained are incorporated in BSR 402¢.
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and David McCormick. "The Degree of Error in Using Parametric
Statistical Analysis on Rank-Order Data, " Memorandum of 22 August
1972. Result of correlating a 115 by 115 matrix of Pearson's product
moment correlations with a corresponding matrix of Spearman's rank
order correlations was 0.9722 indicating a difference or error of 5.48
percent.
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SECTION VI

GLOSSARY i

This glossary is both a key to some of the acronyms evolved during the
administration and reporting of this war and the operational definitions of
terms used in the reporting of data from Vietnam. References and areas
of alfferences or variation in the definitions are indicated when appropriate.

Term
Accessible
Active political party
Ambush
APT
ARVN

Assault

Attack by fire

Deiinition

The GVN facility in question can be reached during
daylight hours, by foot or by normally available
public transportation in 1-2 hours or less with-
out jeoparidizing the individuals personal safety
(HES Handbook).

Party membership rolls are maintained, meetings
of party members are regularly convened, a news-
letter may be circulated, etc. (HES Handbook).

A surprise attack, usually conducted from planned
positions, against a moving or temporarily halted
troop unit or convoy. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).
Armed Propaganda Team.

Army of the Republic of Vietnam

An attack in which the enemy uses both fire and
maneuver in an attempt to seize or damage his
objective. (MACYV Dir. 335-13)

An atiack in which the enemy uses fire alone consisting

ot 20 rounds or more in an attempt to inflict casual-
ties and/or property damage. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).
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Term Definition

Battalion day Battalion days are used as a means of measuring

allocation of effort. The battalion advisor reports
the number of battalion or mission days spent on
each mission: combat, security, training, active
or static pacification support, etc. It may be cal-
culated by dividing the number of companies on an
operation by three and multiplying by the number
of days the operation lasted. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

CDEC Combined Document Exgploitation Center.

Chiesw Hoi Program aimed both at inducing VC to rally to the
GVN and then employing them productively (mili-
tary and civil pacification roles).

CICV . Combined Intelligence Center Vietnam.

CIDG Civilian lrregular Defense Group. Local Vietnamese
or ethnic paramilitary forces that provide boarder
security, advised by U.S. Special Forces personnel.
(RF/PF Handbook).

CMIC Combined Military Interrogation Center.
Combat operation An operation conducted to find, fix and destroy
or sweep enemy forces, and to find and destroy his equip-

ment, base areas, and lines of communication.
The primary targets for such operations are the
enemy main force units, although they may be
conducted on occasion against local, regional, and
provincal forces as well. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Combat reconnaissance Use of small, highly trained units effective against
operation squad or smaller units in NVA/VC areas.
COMUSMACYV Commander, United States Military Assistance

Command Vietnam.
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Term

Combined

Contact

CORDS

Correlation

CTzZ

Daylight

DSA
DTA

Eagle Flight

BSR 4033A

Definition

An operation or activity carried out by elements
of two or more nations operating together or in
close coordination. (MACV Dir. 335-13).

An application of firepower by either VC/NVA or
friendly forces. There must be reasonable evidence
of VC/NVA in the vicinity of the friendly unit.
Unless determined to be command detonated,

mines or booby traps are not considered contacts.
Light resistance in the form of sniper fire is
(MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Civil Operations and Rural Development Support
(The RF/PF Handbook says "revolutionary' rather
than rural).

Relation of two variables indicating the degree to
which change in one is accompanied by a corres-
ponding or parallel change in the other.

Corps Tactical Zone.

For reporting purposes, daylight is the period
between 0600 hours and 1800 hours. (MACYV Dir.
335-13).

District Senior Advisor.
Division Tactical Area.

A helicopter borne force capable of searching out
and pursing its prey developed especially for flat,
low lying terrain like that of the Delta where lack of
roads, great expanse of inundated long, vast
networks of tree-lined rivers and canals and widely
dispersed population make fighting the NVA/VC on
foot a most difficult task. (Handbook for U.S.
Forces in Vietnam).
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Term

Enemy ground
attack

Enemy initiated
incident

BSR 4033A

Definition

See ""Assault. "

Any act initiated by the enemy which is directed
against friendly personnel or property. It may
or may not include personnel casualties, property
damage, or the use of arms. An emeny action
against a friendly maneuver element engaged in
offensive (combat) operations is considered an
enemy reaction to the friendly operation and is
classified as a friendly initiated contact and not
as an enemy initiated incident. Several criteria
are used in classifying enemy initiated incidenis:

I. Significance -

a. Size: When the enemy force is estimated
to be a battalion or larger, or

b. Casualties: When the attack results in a
total enemy and friendly KIA and MIA or
30 of more, or

c. Objective: When the enemy has attacked a
major installation such as a base camp,
airfield, a logistical installation or political/
military command and control installation, or

d. Damage: When there is a loss of a substantial
amount of equipment, destruction or damage
to aircraft or weapons systems or a large
quantity of enemy material, supplies or
equipment has been captured, or

¢. New Weapons, tactics or techniques: When
the cnemy introduces a new weapon or
employs a new tactic or technique.

2. Attacks are reported in three categories -

a. Large scale: Attacking force consists of a
battalion or more (criteria le above).

b.  Significant: Meets one or more of the criteria,
Ib through lc above.
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¢. Large Scale Significant: Meets the criterion
of size plus one or more of the other criteria,
1b through le.
(MACYV Dr. 335-13).

Ity

Enemy local cr The enemy unit referenced here may be either
main force unit regular NVA or VC. An NVA unit is one which
.- is formed, trained, and designated by North
Vietnam ac an NVA unit; a VC main force unit

is one directiy subordinate to Central Office for
t South Vietnam (COSVN) or a VC military region,
sub-region, or front; a local force VC unit is di-
rectly subordinate to a distri:t or province party
committee and normally operates within the ter-
ritoria) jurisdiction of its respective control head-
quarters. (HES Handbook]).

ol A 0 . s i ) 8
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Enemy losses Consist of five factors: killed in action (KIA body
count and estirnated); died of woun' . or permanently
disabled (estimated at 25% of KIA}; POWs', returnees
(Hoi Chanh): and non-battle caru ~ities (estimated at
2, 000 monthly). (HandbooV tor L. S. Forces).

Enemy platoon equivalent One hour of contact with an enemy compary is the
liours of contact equivalent to 3 hours of contact witi a plawoun, a
- battalion is 9 hours, etc. (MACV Dir. 335-13).

Farnily book An identification booklet issued by the Nacional
Police, which is used to record the name and
date and place of birth of every person currently
living at a given address. 'The persons Jisted may
or rnay not be related as members of the same
family. (HES Handbhook).
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FWMALV Free World Military Asaintance Yorces,

GVN Gouvernnuent of Vietnam, i
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Term

GVN-approved
medical services

GVN health worker

GVN ID cards

GVN-sanctioned

maternity clinic

GVN-sponsored public
health station

BSR 4033A

Definition

Medical services which are provided for, or
generally accessible to, hamlet residents (by
GVN or other source) and which are recognized
by GVN as meeting acceptable standards of
medical care. {HES Handbook).

GVN health personnel are classified according
to the amount of training they have received.
The village health worker may be a medical
doctor with years of training (unlikely) or a
government medic who has completed a three-
month course (most likely). (HES Handbook).

Identification cards, issued by the National Police,
which the GVN requires its citizens to carry on
their persons at all times. The ID card contains
the following: the individual's name, home address,
date and place of birth, the names of father and
mother, picture, fingerprints, and information
concerning any special identifying marks. (HES
Handbook).

Normally such a GVN-approved maternity clinic
will be staffed by a GVN-trained and licensed
midwife. The "Clinic'" may be a portion of the
mid -wife's home or of a village building or may be
a separate facility. (HES Handbook).

It is a GVN goal to provide goverument-staffed
health stations that are accessible to all village
residents in GVN-controlled areas. Present man-
power shortages have required that the stations be
deployed on an area basis rather than within each
village. (HES Handbook).
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Term

Harassment

Harassment by fire

HES

Hoi Chanh

Household

Joint

JCS
JGS

JUSPAO

BSR 4033A

Definition

An incident is which the primary objective is to
disrupt temporarily the activities of a unit, instal-
lation, village, hamlet, or activity rather than to
inflict serious casualties or damage. Against
civilians burning of crops, taxation, forced

labor, etc. are examples. Military units may
receive sniping at defensive positions, booby
traps, and mining of LOC not otherwise considered
as sabotage are examples. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Ap incident involving enemy fire of less than 20
rounds to inflict casualties or property damages
on civil or military targets (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Hamlet Evaluation System.

A 'returnee" to the GVN side under the "open
arms'' or Chiew Hoi program.

A term used in the HES questions (in liew of
'""family'') to be interpreted as an inhabited phy-
sical structure (i.e., house). In Vietnam "family"
is defined in a btroad sense to include all related
persons, therefore, in many hamelts there may

be only several families by Vietnamese definition
(i.e., nearly every inhabitant is in some manner
related), but many households. (HES Handbook).

An operation or activity involving two or more
services of the same nation.

Joint Chiefs of Staff (US).
Joint General Staff (GVN)

Joint United States Public Affairs Office.
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Term
Large defensive

operations

L.arge offensive
operations

Large unit operations

LOC

Local/Village
security forces

MACCORDS

MACCORDS-RAD
MACV

Market

MALT

MAT

BSR 4033A

Definition

Aggregation of all large unit, day and night, short
and sustained, static pacification and security opera-
tions data.

Aggregation of all large unit, day and night, short
and sustained, active pacification and combat
operations data.

Any operation consisting of the reporting unit's
headquarters plus two (three by some sources) or
more of its line companies. (MACV Dir. 335-13).

Lines of Communication.

In most cases, these forces consist of National
Police, RF/PF, or PSDF; but may also be
ARVN, FWMAF, or U.S. forces assigned to
provide security for the village. (HES Handbook).

Military Assistance Command Civil Operations and
Development Support.

MACCORDS, Reports and Analysis Directorate.
Military Assistance Command Vietnam.

Need not consist of physical market structure or
shops to be called a market. Sidewalk vendor
operations may be sufficient as long as hamlet
residents have the oppor.unity to purchase food
and light manufactured items on a regular basis
within the hamlet boundaries. (HES Handbook).

Mobile Advisory Logistics Team - for support of
RF/PF personnel and logistics. (RF/PF Handbook).

Mobile Advisury Team - for assistance and training
of RF/PF and PSDF units. (RF/PF Handbook).
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MOl

MR

MRD

National Police

Night

NLY¥
NVA
NVN

Open during
daylight hours

OPCON

Open public mecetings

BSR 4033A

Definition
GVN Minietry of Informat.on.

Military Region - may refer to US/GVN regions
1,2,3, or 4 (formnerly CTZ 1, 11, 11I, or 1V) or
various NVA/VC region or "'front'' designations.

GVN Ministry of Revolutionary Development.

Known to Vietnamese a ''Canh Sat' consisting of
regular and several specialized branches includ-
ing field forces, maritime, etc. and may or may
not be uniformed. (HES Handbook).

For reporting purposes, night is the period between
1800 hours and 0600 hours (MACV Dir. 335-13).

National Liberation Front.
North Victnamese Army.
North Vietnam.

With reference to LOC and accessability this reflects
that transportation is available to the general public
for travel from the village to the province capital
during daylight hours. Availability of regular trans-
portation, especially tri-lambrettas, implies that

the road is both relatively secure and passable during
daylight, {HES Handbook).

Opcrational Control.
Meetings for which the village population has

received advanae notice and at which their
attendance and participation are encouraged.
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Term Definition
Operation RF/PF operations are defined as follows: (1)

Movement must be planned and exccuted for the
purpose of contact with the enemy. (This includes
ambushes but excludes listening posts); (2) the
force must be under the operational control of a
single headquarters; (3) the force must consist of
a {ire team or larger, but less than three com-
panies; and (4) the minimum duration for an opcra-
tion I»s six hours (unloss significant contact occurs
in less time). (TFES Handbook).

Owners Land ownership in the sense that a family's rights
to the land are officially recognized in village
records. (HES Handbook).

Organized non-military The key words are organized and non-military.
activities (PSDF) This implies that the PSDF members are organ-
. ized for activities, such as firefighting, civic
development, first aid, warning systems, and the
like, but do not carry weapons. (HES Handbook).

PAAS Pacification Attitude Analysis System.

Pacification The GVN has combined the aspects of both military
operations and civil ration building into a process
called Pacification. It is the military, political,
economic and social process of establishing or re-
establishing local government responsive to and
involving the participation of the people. It includes
the provision of sustained, credible territorial
security, the destruction of the enemy's underground
government, the assertion or reassertion of political
control and involvement of the people in government,
and the initiation of economic and social activity
capable of self-sustenance and expansive. The
economic element of pacification includes the open-
ing of roads and waterways and the maintenance
of lines of communication important to economic and
military activity. (Handbook for U.S. Forces in
Vietnam, 1968) Robert Komer emphasizes the rural
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Term Definition
Pacification (cont.) rather than revolutionary thrust of Pacification

and offers an outline of the 1969-70 accelerated
Pacification Campaign in his 1971 paper titled the
Impact of Pacification in Insurgency in SVN:"

Aims Primarily -

1)

2)

Sustained protection of the rural population
from the insurgents, which also helps to
define the insurgency of its rural popular
base, and

Generating rural support for the GVN via
programs meeting rural needs and cement-
ing the rural areas politically and administra
tively to the center;

And Secondarily -

1)

To help neutralize the active insurgent forces
and apparatus in the countryside.

The Accelerated Pacification Program -

1)

3)

Stressed sustained territorial security

(local clear and hold) using RF and PF

as the logical force -in-being on which

to build, a force rapidly expanded by

more than 100, 000 in 1968 alone to num-

ber some 510,000 men in over 1,500 RF

companies and 6,000 PF platoons.

Included civil programs aimed at

- revival of a modestly functioning rural
administration,

- rural economic revival to provide econ-
omic incentives to the farmer, and

- establishment of other essential rural
services, such as medical and educational
facilities, refugee care, and a civil police
presence.

Priority assigned to revival of the rural

economy by

- changing terms of trade between urban and
rural sectors by increasing prices paid to
crop producers,

- accelerating import and distribution of
fertilizery,

- introduction of new rice strains, and

- introduction of water pumps and tractors.

VI-11
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E Term Definition
: Pacification, active An operation, or mission category, conducted
by a unit under OPCON of a sector comumander {or

support of pacification, to scek out and destroy or
neutralize enemy forces which threaten tne popula-
tion or resources of the assigned pacification area.
; Includes reconnaissance in force, direct attacks
against located enemy forces, cordon and search 1
b operations, long range patrols, and ambushes.

(MACV Dir. 335-13). 1

Pacification, stalic An operation, or mission category, conducted by

a unit under OPCON of a sector commander for
: support of pacification, to deny enemy access to
protected areas where pacification is in progress,
and to prevent enemy action against the population
or resources within the pacification areas. Includes
outposts, patrols, and strong points within or in the
immediate vicinity of protected areas. This category
also includes mission days of reserve, training, and
] rehabilitation while the unit is formally assigned in
support of pacification. (MACV Dir. 335-13).

it ! ol o
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NOTE: Active and static pacification mission days and other
associated data were aggregated with the datz for

combal operations and security mission categories i
i
1
]
!
i

13

I respectively to obtain an offense -defense dichotomy
of friendly mission. It was found a bias exists in
the pacification missicn data because some division or
regimental commanders would never assign one of
their units to OPCON of a sector commander even

f though the mission 1ight in fact be in support of

i pacification,

People's Group RD Cadre -organized people's yrouns are designed
to promote civic action and cooperation within im -
portant scgiments of the hamlet population (¢. g.,
farmers, youil, women, eto. ). HES Handbook).
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Term
aerm

PF

Pheonix

Political parties

POLWAR

POVW (or PW)

PSaA

BSR 4033A

Definition

Popular Fources; platoon size units, ideally com-
posed of local residents recruited and assigned as
village or hamlet security forces 2nd will be used
to provide the populace with 24 hour security
against the VC local guerrilla elements; also
used for LOC and static installation security, for
maintaining outposts, intelligence and security
patrols, and night and day ambush; assigned to
command of subsector commander and socmetimes
village chief; will also be trained to participate
actively in revolutionary development as part of
their normal security role (RF/PF Handbook).

The National Police and all civil and military
intelligence services campaigning to identify and

eliminate the hardcore cadres who make up the VCI.

A political party in Vietnam may be an organization

of diversified membership formed to promcte a
specific political personality or program, or it may
be a homogenous organization designed to promote
the interests and solidarity of a regional, religious,
or ethnic group. (HES Handbook).

Folitical Warfare; as employed within RVNAF
(inciuding RF and PF) encompasses political in-
doctrination, motivation, troop informatisn and
education, public information, psychological) war -
fare, civic action, social welfare, security, and
chaplain's activities (Handbook for U.S. Forces).

Prisoner of War.

Province Senior Advisor.

L s AR s i s i R0, WA, sl i) ) O e e s AN LGS S, .




Term

PSDF

PSYOP

Public works projects

RD

Rchabilitation

BSR 4033A

People's Self-Defense Forces; a part-time local
security mechanism revived after the Vet shock

of 1968. While overall strength is several millions,
many of that number serve in unarmed auxiliary
capacities as a means of engaging the population
politically in anti-VC activity. The military strength
for local defense is best measured by the number

of armed and trained key inter-teams, a measure
that can not be found as a consistent time series

due to the changing definitions and program objec-
tives during the revival of the PSDF.

Psychological Operations; the planned use of
propaganda and other measures to influence the
opinions, emotions, attitudes, and behavior of
hostile, neutral, or friendly groups in such a way
as to support the achievement of GVN objectives.
(Handbook for U.S. Forces).

Public Works Activities are broader in scale than
Self-Development, and require planning, support,
and expertise from sources outside the village.
Public Works might include, for example, con-
struction or repair of a road, bridge, canal,
irrigation ditch, reservoir; rural electrification;
portable water supply system; etc. (HES Handbook).

Revolutionary Development and/or Rural Development
depending on who is using the term and the time.

In more recent years the concept "RD' has been
replaced by another comprehensive, multi-year

plan known as the Community Defense ILocal
Development (CDILD) Program under the MRD.

Mission category assigned to a unit by competent
authority usually after extended field operations or
intense combat engagements for rest and refit.
(MACYV Dir. 335-13).

VI-14



[

3

~m

-y

-8

Term

Revolutionary
development

BSR 4033A

_Qg_f_inition

Within the pacification process, RD is conducted
in specified areas to focus priority government
effort, to bring the prople under GVN control
and to provide them with a new life. In these RD
areas, the GVN, through its RD cadre groups,
establishes a channel of communications between
the people and their government and, through
their productive work, gains the support and
loyalty of the prople. An important aspect of RD
is the transition from appoinied local officials to
elected hamlet and village chiefs and councils
for the Real New Life Hamlets (Ap Doi Moi).

Revolutionary Develocpment (RD), the leading

edge of pacification, is the formalized Government
of Vietaarn program under the sponsorship of the
Minis.ry of Revolutionary Development, in specified
hamlets located generally within RD campaign areas.
It includes the local security for those hamlets and
social activities at that level.

On the GVN side, Revolutionary Development
Councils composed of both mulitary and civilian
representatives function at the national through
district levels. At the rational level, the Central
RD Council (CRDC) develops policies and manage
the overall program.

Below the national level, the Vietnamese have
organized R councils at each step of the formal
civil/military chain. The funcdons of the councils
are to ra2view RD activities and ensure that mili-
tary znd civil aspects are coordinated. At Corps/
Regicn level there are both military and civil
members in the RD council since the Corps Com-
mander has both civil and military responsibilities.
Therefore, the MACV advisory team includes mili-
tary and civil advisors.
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Term
Revolutionary

development
(c ontinued)

RF

BSR 4033A

i i B

Definition

$--1

The Vietnamese Province, or Sector, is the

operating level for pacification. It is here that -
the detailed pacification plan is developed and sub- )
sequently executed after coordination and approval
by higher levels. Because of the key role at the .-
Province in pacification, both GVN and US struc- :
tures contain full military and civilian agency
membership.

The District or Subsector is the lowest formal
level of Vietnamese government. Although the
District Chief does have duties in both the mili-
tary and civil fields, only a military advisory team
is provided. in order to accomplish his duties in
both fields, the MACV Subsector Advisor must
draw on the resources and talents of the Province
where civilian agency representation is found.
(Handbook for U.S. Forces).

e ol e ) i A .| W s, 1 2 e
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Regional Forces; military organization assigned
to the sector commander for territorial security;
primarily will support the pacification program by
providing adequate territorial security through
counduct of offensive operations against enemy force
local units. RI units will al: o be assigned missions
-to support the PF in security of harmlets and villages,
to defend LOC's (lines of commuaication), political
cconomic centers, and government installations;
-to defend more critical outposts and forward opera-
ting bases within the province, thereby relieving
regular ARYN unilo of these security missions.
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RF units are assigned to the command of the sector
commander. The basic maneuver unit of RF is the
rifle company. Its organization and equipment pro-
vides it with necessary means to conduct a vareily of
combat operations. The RI also contain adminis -
trative and support units to provide training and
logistics support to the ritle companies and PF
platoons in the sector. (RF/PF Handbook).
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Term

RVN

RVNAF

Sabotage

SEAPRS

Security

1

|

BSR 4033A

Definition
Republic of Vietnam.

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces; includes
ARVN, VNAL, VNN, and VNMC as regular
forces and RF, PF, PSDF, and CIDG as local full
and part time militia organizations.

An incident causing destruction or damage to LOC,
facilities, or property that does not quaiify as an
attack. It is directed primarily against material
targets. Sabotage is normally a covert act. [Lix-
amples are destruction or damage to public facilities,
bridges, or railroads. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Southeast Asia Province Summary data file.

The key to pacification is the provision of sustained
territorial security. Territorial security is de-

fined as security from VC local forces and guerrilla
units and NVA/VC main force units if any are in or
threatening the area. It also includes the prote:tion

of the people within a hamlet from the VC infrastructure
and bullies,

The principal RVNAF forces for territorial security
arc che RF, PF, and tc an increasing degree PSDF.
AKVN and FWMAF units were assigned to the mis-
sion of territorial security when the local GVN

forces were deemed inadequate. Two parts to
territorial security are

Security for areas undergoing RD, and

Security for other important areas including
previously pacified areas, LOC, resources,

and government centers. (Handbook for U.S. Forces).
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Term
Security Operation

(other than support
of pacification)

SEER

Self -development
projects

Short duration
operation

Small defensive

operations

Small offensive
operations

Small unit
operation

BSR 4033A

Definition

An operation or mission category conducted to

deny enemy access or damage to friendly political,
economic, and rnilitary resources and installations,
other than those specifically designated within the
pacification program. It may include outposts, strong
points, patrols, road blocks, ambushes and reaction
force operations. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

System for Evaluating the Effectiveness of the Armed
Forces of the Republic of Vietnam.

Self-development as a concept was elaborated in the
1969 Pacification Guidelines. Emphasis is upon the
organization of projects planned and executed prin-
cipally by the village officials with the support of
the people generally known as village self help pro-
jects (V3H). (HES Handbook).

Any operation of less than 24 hours duration.
(MACV Dir. 335-13).

Aggregation of all small unit, day and night, short
and sustained, static pacification and security cper-
ations data.

Aggregation of all small unit, day and night, short
and sustained, active pacification and combat opera-
tions data.

A definition that varied some over time ranging

from all operations other than large unit operations

to combat operation involving a platoon or larger

force of line troops, but less than three companies; and
an operation involving a fire team or larger force of
line troops, but less than a platoon. (MACV Dir.
335-13).
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Term

Sortie

Strengths

Squatters

BSR 4033A

Definition

An aircraft airborne on a mission against the
enemy or in direct support of such a mission.
For the purpose of this report, a sortie is de-
fined as a single aircraft providing direct support
to a combat operation, e.g., close air support,
helicopter gunship support, helicopter lift, fixed
wing lift, etc. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Advisors should estimate enemy force size in
accordance with VC/NVA force structure as
presented in the table below:

Unit Type vC NVA Average
Squad 9 9 9
Platoon 27 35 30
Company 85 110 100
Battalion 395 450 425

(HES Handbook].

On the friendly side the strengths of various
friendly units was estimated if not contained
ir the data by use of the following table:

Unit Type Authorized Average
ARVN Rattalion h45 527 to 588
US Battalion 845 845
ROK Battalion - 845
Other FWMAF Bn. - 770
EF Company 212 180
PF Platoon 35 30

Farming families who do not rent or legally own
the land upon which they are settled or which they
farm. Such people may be recent refugees or long-
time occupants; their holding of the land may be
challenged or unchallenged by local authorities.
(HES Handbook).
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Term

Sustained operation

SVN
TAOR

Technical
assistance

Tenancy

Terrorism

TFL

Training

USAID
USARYV

UsI1S

BSR 4033A

Definition

Any operation of 24 hours or more in which a
unit does not return to its base camp (MACYV
Dir. 335-13).

South Vietnam.
Tactical Area of Responsibility.

Technical and administrative support which could
be reasonably expected from district or province
level technical services in support of village pro-
jects. (HES Handbook).

Land tenancy described the situation where a
farming family rents the land on which it is
settled, or which it farms. The rent may be
paid in cash or as a percentage of the crop.
({HES Handbook).

An incident directed against civilians, public
officials, or military personnel not engaged in
military duties in which the primary objective is
to intimidate. Assassination, kidnapping, mining,
or bombing of public facilities and buildings,
B.0O.Q., and civilian transportation constitute
terrorism. (MACYV Dir. 335-13).

Territorial Torves Tvaluation Systewn.

A mission category assigned to a unit by competent
authority. (MACV Dir., 335-13).

United States Agency for International Development.

United States Army Vietnam.

United States Information Service.
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Term

US Standard

UTM

VCI

Village administrative
center

Village Administrative
Cornnittee

BSR 4033A

Definition

A standard which, based on his experience and
training, the aavisor would reasonably expect an
equivalent US unit or individual to attain and main-
tain for use in assigning evaluations of RVNAF
units. (MACYV Dir 335-13).

Universal Transverse Mercator. A standard grid
system used to identify geographic points of areas.
Eight-position UTM Coordinates are used, pro-
viding location of geographic points accurate to
within 100 meters. UTM coordinates are listed

as eight positions. The first two are alphabetic and
the last six are numeric.

Viet Cong.

Viet Cong - .“:astructure; the pelitical and adminis-
trative orpanization through which the VC control or
seek to control the South Vietnamese people. The
Infrastructure at village and hamlet levels embodies
the membership r{ the People's Revolutionary Party
(PRP) chapters, leadership elements of parallel
front organizations, and guerrilla unit leaders. Rank
and file members of front organizations ard of organ-
ized guerrilla units are not to be considered as mem-
bers of che Infrastructure. (HES Handbook).

Focal point for village civic affairs. Typically,

village office would be located here. (HES Handbook).

The Committee is responsible for implementing the
decisions of the Village Council. The wvillage chief,
elected by the Village Council, automaticzally be-
comes the Committee Chairman; the deputy village
chief, appointed by the province chief, serves as
vice -chairman. There may be as many as six com-
missioners (military; agriculture and land reform;
economy and finance; civil status; taxation; social
welfare; and culture) all of whom are appointed by the
village chief subject to the approval of the Village
Council. {HES Handbook).
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Term

Village Council

Village guersilla unit

Village LLand Reform

SR 1033A

Definition

The Village Council, the legislative arm of village
government, is composed of five to eleven members
clected by the people of the village for terms of three
years. The council is responsible for directing the
activities of the Viliage Administrative Comrmittee,
the executive arm of village government. The
Village Council elects one of its members to serve
as Village Chiet (Chairman of the Village Adminis -
trative Committee). (Note: [n areas where
elections cannot be held, the province chief may
appoint a Provisional Village Adrninistrative Com-
mittee which assumes the combined functions and
authority of the Council and the Village Administra-
tive Committee.) (HES Handbook).

Village guerrilla units, typically organized into
squads (about 9 members) and platoons (27-35
members), are directly subordinate to the Party
apparatus at village and hamlet levels. Although

the amount of time devoted to guerrilla duties

by the individual guerrilla varies ~onsiderably, he

is considered to form a full-time part of the enemy's
offensive threat. Guerrilias on occasisn operate
outside of their home hamiets and villages with
local or main force units. Typical guerrilla unit
missions include limited offensive operations,
harass:nent, sabotage, propaganda, protection

of Party committees, collection of taxes, and security
and reconnaissance for local or main force units.
(HES Handbcok).

The function of the Village Land Reform Comniittee
is to investigate the claims of the village farmers
applying for participation in the GVN land distribu-
tion program and to forward recommendations to the
Ministry of Agriculture and Land Reform for action.
The Commiitee is composed of the village chief (or
his designate), the Village Agriculture/Land Com-
missioner, one hamlet chief of the village, and a non-
voting technical consultant from the Province Land
Service. (HES Handbouk).
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- Term Definition !
* Village Office The village office may be only a portion of

b Kbt L

- the house of a village official, but it must be
recognized throughout the village as the place
where village business can be conducted and
o where GVN village records are maintained.

: (HES Handbook).
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©- VIS Vietnamese information Service. ‘

.. i

i VNAF Vietnamese Air Force. ‘
VN Standard A standard which, based upon his experience

and observation and taking into consideration
; the social and ethnic differences involved, the
s .. advisor can reasonably expect the VN equivalent unit
' or individual to attain and maintain. (MACV

Dir. 335-13).

VNMC Vietnamese Marine Corps.

VNN Vieinamese Navy.
VSSG Vietnam Special Studies Group.

WIEU Weekly Intelligence Estimate Update.

Youth activities Activities may be organized under public or

private sponsorship but must be primarily

designed for young people (ages 8-18). Such

youth group activities may be designed to pro-

mote the secular interests of a local political

party or church, may be GVN progirams (such

as the 4T sponsored by the Ministry of Agriculture),
or may be generally non-secular activities such us
boy scouts, sporting groups, etc.
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