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/ DEPARTMENT CF THT ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 62D ENGINEER BATTALION
APO San Frencisco 96491

2GBC-00 1% My 1571

SUBJECT: Oporational Report < Lessons Learned, 62D Engineer Battalion for
period ending mAwillm, RCSCSFOR-6533S

THW Coemanding Officer, 159th Ensincor Group, ATTN: SGB-OP, APO 96491
General, USAECV, ATTN: AVOO-MD, APO 96491
mCommnding% Gcneral, United Statas Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AVHIC,
375
m;gm.cma, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT

10: Assistant Chief of Staff Force Developmoent

Department of the Arwy
Washington, D,C, 20310

SECTION I, OPERATION: Significant Activities
1, COMMAND

s, Orgamization, This report covars the sctivitise of the 62D Engincor
Battalion from 1 Nov:mber 1970 to 30 April 1971, LTC Robert P, Monfara has
commandel the Battalion sines 25 July 1270, The 62D Enginser Battalion has bean
as<igned to the 159th Enginser Greup since 1 Docamber 1970, Tha 100th Float
Bridge Company is attached to the 620 Enzineer Battalion,

UNIT T TEI,L — CPSRATION \
100th Engr Co, (FB) 5-78G 1 Dec 2 1 Dec 70

e

b, Mesion, The mission of the 62D fnvineer Battalion is:

(1) To destroy or cloar extonsive donse vegetstion is critical araas
for the purpose of dsnying their usc by tho enemy as basos of oparation,
supply basas, marshalling areas, ambush sitas, and cover and ccncoalnont,

(2) To clear donso vegation fron arsas adjacent to friendly instale
letions, for the purpose of im roving installation's security by provi-inz
ohsarvation and fialds of fire, and tc raiuce ambush possibility,

¢, Area of Resmnsib%itx. The 62D Enginsor Battalion is rasponsibloa for
the entire III Corps Area,

4, Force D:velopment

UNIT LOCATTON AND/OR CHAGS
HHC/62D Engr Bn Leng Binh Post
A/62D Engr Bn Long Binh Post

PROTECTTV™ “apKT NG 18

FOR OT UT EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC
711113 TERMINATION
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£GBC-C0 ‘
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lession Learnsd, 62D Enginocer Sattalion 4
poriod ending 30 april 1971, RC3 CSPOR - 65(R3)

6uth LCC/62D Engr Bn Long Binh Post
984th 1.CC/62D Engr Bn Long Binh Post
100th Engr Co (FB) Moved fron Camp Frensel Jones to Long Binh
500th Engr Co (PB) Attached on 1 Dec 70 and desctivatad on
15 Mer 71
e, WVisitors and Awards, The following visitors wore given briefings and/or
tours in the eser battalion during the reporting period,
Date - Visitor
8Jm 7 B Cooper, COL Drown
8Jan 7L OOL Todd(Thai Liasion Officer)
9Jan 71 BG Cooper
11 Jan N1 MAJ Church, M\J Bartlett
11 Jan 72 G Wogstaff
15Jan 71 LTC Conover(Chops)
17 Jan 74 BG Cooper
19 Jan 71 HAJ Worthington
20 J=n 71 BG Cooper, 3G Flint(Mustralian)
26 Jan NN 3G Putnam
27dan 71 MG Vagstaff, COL Foster
28 Jan 71 COL Todd, LTC McGah:se
3Feb 71 BG Cooper
5 Feb 71 CCL Badger(Deputy Commander - 20 Bde)
6 Feb 71 MAJ Jorthing(3rd Bdo) NAJ Cmrch(II FF)
10 Feb 71 M; Wagstaff, COL Foster
10 Feb 71 G Wagstaff
10 Feb 71 3G Cooper
11 Feb 71 CCL 3adger, LTC Conovar
11 Feb 71 COL Badger, LZC Conover.
9 Mar 71 BG Cooper, M3, Vagstaff
20 Mar 71 3G Cooper
15 4pr N NG Coopor
i 16 Apr 7 M Voagstaff
17 Apr 71 BG Cooper

The following awards were proscnted or pending,

ARCOM « Sorvice 225
ARCO!! = Awhievensit 10
Bronze Star Service ’ 62
fronze Star Achievement 11 (2 pending)
Furglle Hoart 6 (70 pending)
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£38C~CO
SUBJECT: Operational Roport - Lessons Loarned, 62D Zngineer Battalion
poriod ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R3)

Mr ¥adal 12 (2 ponding)
Bronge Star - Valor b (24 pending)
ARCOX - Valor (3 pencing
Soldiers Medal 1

Silver Star 1 (1 pending)

2, PERSCANEL, MORALL, AND DISCIPLINE,

a, Porsonneli.

~ AGTHORIZEY  PERCENTS URDERJOVZR STREGTH
PERSCNNSL =~ Nov DecoFob Mar~Apr Nov Dec Jan Feb Yar Apr
Officers 25 i 25 91t 835738 735 1084 92%
Warrant Officers 6 ? 5 841 1008 86% 864 1204 1064
Enlisted Men 498 738 48 97¢ 864 904 844 1164 1009
TOTAL 29 786 478 _N% %% 9% 8% 1157

b, Morale, 20 men re-enlistad during the roporting period, Battalion
chapel attendance rose to 43% during the period,

c., Discipline, Eight special courts-martial and one hundred forty-threo
Articles~15 wire administered,

d, Casualtiss, KIA: 65 WIA: 70,
3. INTZLLIGENCE,

a, Bunker line recons are conducted by teams frou the Battalion on an
average of three times a month,

b, For detailsd surmaries of intellizsncoe data, consult the attachad aftar
action reports,

4, OPERATIONS, PLANG, AND TRAINING

a, Ths following projects ware complatad during the reporting poriod,

(1) Combat and Operaticnal Support

196-5653-020 Land Clearing 6 Nov 70 = 2 Dac 70 for tha Royal Thai
Army Volunteer Force by the 984th Land Clearing Corpany,

112-5658~020 Land Cleu'ieg 18 Nov 70 = 30 Dec 70 for tho First
Air Calvary Division by the 60th Land Cloaring Company.

210-6202-020 Bridge Support 29 Dec 70 « § Jan 71 for the 34th
Engineer Group by the h Bridge Company.
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EGBC-C0
SUBJICT: Operational Report - Leesons Learnod, 62D Enginer fattalion
period snding 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR-65(R3)

175-5679~020 Low Bad Support 29 Jan for the Army of Republic of
Vietnan by A Company, 62D eor Uattalion,

t Bridgo Suaport 4 Fab 71 for the Army of Ropublic
Vetnam by 79th Bridge Company.

128-5670-020 Land Clearing 5 Jan 71 -~ 19 Feb 71 for II Meld Forco
Vietnam by 94th Land Clesring Company,

189-5673-020 Land Clearing 17 Jar. 71 - 5 Fab 71 for the 25th Infantry
Division ty the D-9 Rome Plow Taanm,

251-6668-020 Revarnant Romoval 3 Feb 71 - 10 Feb 71 for the 92nd
Engineor Battalion,

207-6603-020 Float Repair 18 Nov 70 - Indaf for Lony Binh Post
Depot by the 79th Bridge Company

210-6704-020 Bridge Issue 27 Feb 71 - 10 Mar 71 to ith Enginaar

Group ty the 79th Bridgo O .

2l ~020 DBricze Issus 22-23 Mar 71 for II Field Forco Viastnam
by the 79th Bridge Covmpany,

M%éﬂ.l-ozo Brides Issuo 1-3 Mar 71 for 34th Engineor Group by the
79th Bridge Company,

207-6720-020 Crans Support 1-5 Mar 71 for 20th Znzincsr Brigade by
79th Bridze Company,

394-6328-020 Tochnical Assistance 25«30 Jan 71 for 318:4 Army of
Republic of Vietnam Lapd Clearing Ccmpany by the A Company, 62D Eagineor
Battalion,

207-5675-020 Low 3ad_Support 23 Jan for 5th Spscial Forces by A
Conpany, 52D Cnginesr Battalion,

$3-0317-1-23 Lcw Bed Support 3-7 Xsb 71 for the 92D Engincor
Battalicn by A Company, 62D Enginesr 3attelien,

?_Zﬁ;im-%ﬁ_g&d Support 2-5 Feb 71 for the 3lst Combat
Engineer Bstlalien by A Company, ingineor Pattalien,

175-5%79-020 Low Bed Support 29 Jan 71 -~ 1 Feb 71 for the Army of
Repurlic of Viatnam by A Compuny, %Eﬁ inginasr Battalion,

748=9541-020 Tachnical Assistancs 19 Jan 71 - 1 Feb 71 for the
Army Ropublic of Vistnam by A Company, 62D Engincasr Battalion,

P\GE &
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SUBJECT: Operationg]l Raport = Lassons Learned, 62D Snginser Battalion for
period ending 30 Axril 1971, RCS CSFO: - 65(R3)

) -1-23 low Bed Support 3=7 Feb 71 for 92D Zngineer Battalion
by A Cawpany, %% 5$ cer Battalion,

243-6711-(20 Bridge Issus 1-3 ilar 71 for J4th Sngineer Growp by ?9th
Bridge Company,

207-6720-020 Crone Supert 1«6 Har 71 for 20th Engineer Brigade
by 79th Bridge Cempany.

207-741-020 Crane Support 15-20 Mar 71 for Fth Engincer Grenp by
79th Bridge Company,

243-6751-020 3ridge Issue 22-23 Mar 71 for II Field Force of Vietnam
79th Bridge Cerpany,

1180"T‘5:L|.timent Supperty 16=20 A;r 71 for J1st Combat Zngineer
Sattalion by A Co-pany 62D Engincer Battalion,

11_'@ Equixsent Suprort 15-18 Apr 71 for Wth Enginsor Crome by A
Company 62D inginser 2attalion,

(2) Minimrm Essential R:quirenunts: lione

(3) Lines of C~munications: MNone

(4) Base Construction: None

(5) :ACY \Mviscr Freilities: ione

b, Active Projacts,

(1) Combat and Oporation-1 Suppert,

. (a) 191-5687-0~20 Lrud Clzaring 27 Mer 71 = 13 iby 71 for II
Fis1d Force of Vietnan by 60th Land Clasaring Crmpany,

(b) 225-6650-020 Land Cloaring 26 hpr 71 - T3D for Jlst Zngineer

3 Battalion by -9 Tgam,

¢, Woather, Rrinfall did net affect 1ond clearing ovwsraticns doring the
reyorting perird, however hot, dry wsathar caussd n':mercus overhaating preblans
; with the Rome Plows,

: d, Engineer Plans, During the roperting poricd preliminary testing and
evaluati~n of the D9 Disc Harrow, was completed, The rosults ars enclosed in
3 the report that is listed with aftor action rejorts,
e, Iraining, Form-l treining was condneted in the Dattalion ~n Sunday
mornings, Mandatcry DA and USARV classos were taught,
! PAGE 5
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EG3C.CO
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessms Learned 62D Znginser Sattalion for
period ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR - (R3)

5. LOGISTICS

a, Materiils and Repnir Parts, The ropair perts supply systen for the 62D
Engineer Battalion is essentially ccmposad of a company level roquest hande

carriad to the Tech Supply locatad in Compeny A, 62D Engineer Battalicn, Fron
this manual Direct Support Unit it is hand-carried tc our supporting Deyot ot
Long Binh Pcst, Frcn this Depot, tho request is forwarded cne more stap to our
emtrol c:nter(ICCY), From ICCV it then zoes out of Vietnam,

The basic problons with $his systen ars twofold:. Ona, not zetting dowand
data recorded in sufficent amcints: twc, the tine cleoment anvolvad is too graat
from the tine the Direct Support Unit(Ccopany A, 62D Enginser 3attalion), gives
the roquest to the Dopot and tho raquast gats out of country.

Hare are scne statistics record:zd fronm the DSU,

Wm WLNB MR 71 APR 71
Total Restcck Roquast Depot Received 1008 1547

Total Restock Roquasts Filled 168 62 158 R6
Percentage Filled Per Menth s 15%  16% 219

This shows that about 808% of the restock orders, the majority of which aro
on priority 17 are either being cancslod, rejsct:d, or lost, When checking the
nonthly status listing, it was found that the Depot had receivad arcund 90§ to
95 of the restock requests, Yst whan checking on ths domand history tapes at
ICCV, there was little or no decnands for the 62D ingineor Battalion, as a result,
the 62D Ingineer Battalion is not roceiving critical ropoir parts on low
priority reorder requests which makes it necsssary to continually put in high
priority requsst. This is necsssary to mest the combat needs -f the 62D
Engineor Sattalion,

The second problan area is the time envolved to get a raquost out of country,
A high percentage of the request are being canccled duc to the loteness £ tha
request, The DSU gets tho roquest to Long Binh Depot within 5 days from the
initiatinz date, The request ara checked for corrctions Hut the porcentage of
cancellations dus to lateness still runs arcund 40% to 0%,

To sum it up, the 62D Engineer 3attlion Direct Support Unit is starving for
parts bocauss of the inadequata response to low priority roquosts and the inability
to get high priority request(with the exception of Red Ball) cut of country in
the roquirsd time frana,

Selutions recommended: Ono, make conténual inspections on the abusc of high
priority requasts sc that the low priorities will work, Two, aven though a
cancellation is mada, if it has an advice code of 2L(Item has besn revicw and is
nsaded), recerd tho demand! Make sure all demands from a unit are reccrdod,

b, Msintonance, Deadline rates have fluctuated during the repcrting period
from a low of U, 5% to a high of 12. 5%,

PAGE 6
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SURJECT: Operatiomal Report - Lessons Learnod, 62D ingincer lattalicn for
period :nding 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR - 65(R3)

6. PIO. Homs town news r-le-sis w:ra forwarde’ t: th: Unit:1 States in ailiticn
t» vider taped hons town news relu:ses, Fiftvefiva articlas wera r-l:ase. fron
the battalion and forty-two of thass wera printod in ona or nor:s puklicatiens in
Vistnan, C3S and AX Televisicn Networks covarad tha S0th Land Cloarins Corpany
on two naws raports,

7. CIVIC ACTICN, The 622 Enginc.r Battalion spant 90 nan days on a 1213 clearing
project consisting of a 900 acre cut at Gia Nay,

8. SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACTIVITIES.

a, Land Clearing C srations;

(1) CXEFEWCKEE. Tha 984th Land Clsaring Company cut 3217 acrss f-r the
Royal Thai Voluntear Forea in Vistnanm fron 5 Novenbar 1970 to 20 Dec:whor
1970, The arca was East Bsar Cat and tho purposa ¢f tho missinon was t~ lany
the onemy access to an arsa touniad by Ne SYS380 on tha sast, by T-W II8%
grid on the south, E- grid YT030 on the north, and NS grid Y5260 on tho
wot, Tactical cuts werc alsc made to deny the enory accoss to straams within
the =raa,

(2) ROTTE 60, The 50th Land Claaring Company cut 3850 acros for 1ith
Armored Cavalry Regiment from 17 Nev 1970 te 1 Jan 71, tho operaticn was a
road clearing cut on Highway 309 from Song Je to %“ho II-III Corps Doundary
YOu23484, Tactical wrebss werc nade along the route to dony tha sncay
activity or cache sites,

(3) THAL CUT. The 984th Land Cluaring Company cwt 3313 acres frem 6 Jan 71
to 20 Feb 71, The missicn was to deny the enemy use of area hounded by

E- grid YT21 - YI27 and N-5 grid 1lines YT27 and ¥-S grid YT02 - YT0O?, This
area was Zast of Bear Cat in the Royal Thai Army area of oparations,

(4) PRINH TOY. Tho 60th Land Clsaring Companv cut 5541 acrss fror 17 Jan 71
to 9 Mar 71, The mission of this operation was to clzar 3000 acres of junile
adjacent to the village of V' DAT, eliminating ~mery infiltraticn routes to
the village, After complatinz this ar-a cut, the company made a tactical cut
east of VO DAT to ths vieinity of FSB Apachs,

(5) XUAN 10C, The 984th Land Clesring Company cut 3900 acros fron 8 ilar 71
to 22 Apr 71, This large arza cut was roquostod by the 25th Infantry Division
for the purposa of destroving the 274th NVA Hsadquart.ors., Tho Reyal Thai
Army completed the oporaticn with the 984th Land Claaring Cenmpany aft:r the
25th Infantry Division stcod down, Theo cut was lccatad south of the junction
of (120 and Route 1, 9 kilomat:rs southwsst of Xuan Loc,

(6) NHCN TRACH, DISTRICTy BINH HOA, PROVINCE, Tho 1st Platcon, 984th lard
Clearing Corrpany cut 527 acros from 18 Mar 71 to 3 Apr 71, This arca was
requastod by II Filed Fores in Vietnam for the purposo of donying the nowy
use of a stronghold ani previde sasy entry for fri:ndly units, The or:a is
locatad in Hhon Trach Diatrict just cast of Phu Hoi,

P.GE 7
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SUBJECT: Operational Report -~ Lossons Learned, 62D Eugineer Battalion for
Period ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR - 65 R3)

(7) HAD WSHIA., At tho time thet ths report is being preparod the 60th
4 Lend Clearing Company is oonducting a land clearing operstion in Hau Kghia
< ml’!'ov!.nooooe. The cotpany is oporating with heavy cneny resistance in the

9 mm.

(8) D-9 LAND CLEARING TBAM, Threo small land clearing projocts wero completed

during the reporting period, Tactical cutting for the 1ith Armored Cavalry

Regiment on Bannana Mountain was complotod in two weeks fronl Jan 71 to

15 Jan 71, A 200 metor belt was cut around the Viet Chung Rubber Plantation

suuth of Xuan Loc for the 25th Infantry Division, 900 acros cut civiec action

g:njootmoouplotodinmueoks. This cut was souta of Nui Chau Chan
tain,

b, walnatirns: The D-9 Digsc Harrow was ovaluated during the roporting
period, On 15 March 1971 the ha¥row and ono D-$ Rome Plow began operations south
of long Than Than and cut for fowr days, The harrow was saiisfactory for secondary
clearing operations, howevar additional testing should be conducted,

SECTION IT LaSSON LZARN:D

UL IFD%, oA R SR L T Y

SYVALI VD S AT O

ST

a, PIRSOMNNELs 'lono

FER o SRR R

b, INTELLIGENCE: ione
¢, OPERATIONS:

v L5
kg w9 L O

(1) Security of Rome Oporations,

(a) Observations While boing socured by one mochanizod battalion
the 984th Land Cloaring Company was mortared ono time in tho NDP resulting in
1 US KIA and 6 WIA fron the Land Clearing Company. After the original
security forco was roplrced by a more aggrossive security forco; tho NDP
was not hit during remainder of the opsration, '

VP ok

PR B A Bk e

(b) Evaluations Tho oﬂgi,ﬁl socurity forco nmade * 11¢tlo or no
offort to tako offonsive actions against tho oncmy, Tho enorny was able to
ospitalize on this shortcoming end placad iocadly mortar fire inside of the NDP,
The job of providing security for a Romu Plow opuration doos not moan that the
foroo be passive and wait for tho onory to sot up and to initiato contact, The
soourity forco must romain activs and aggressivo at all timos, throwing the
::;qy H&fg:lmoe thru the uso of patrols, arbushos,proplamnoed fires

AP IMES BT AT X

(o) Rocommondationt Any force providing security for land cloaring
3 operaticns mst boe adequate'and offonsi The enomy must bo convinced that
1t would be in his best interosts to s% avay fron land cloaring oporations
or be prepared to take hoavy casualties,
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SUBJECT: Oporational Report - Lessons Loarncd, 62D Znginesr Battalion for
- Period ending 30 Aoril 1971, RCS CSFOR - 65(R3}

(2) Commenders Aotions LIC Monfore talked with tho Security
Comaandor sbout motivating the armorad mechamisod unit to take moro aggrossivo
and offensive actions,

(2) Security ef’'Lend Clearing Operation,

(a) Observation: While being secured by Regional Forces in the Trang
Bang Area, the 60th Land Clearing Company has Lcen attacked numerous times.
Infantry troops on foot were unable to react with adequate speed or fire power
needed to gain fire superority. The result of this shortcoming was that U.S.
Land Clearing casualties were unnecessarily highs 4 KIA and 13 WIA in two

contacts.

(») ¢ The Land Clearing persornel wers requirod to take
offensive action on ow: in ordor to break oontact with tho enexy, The
Romo Plow 1¢ not by itself a tactical offensive weapon end when it booomos
neceseary to use it as ono, the oporator and conirol persormel are extremely
vulnerable to enowy fire, The winirum roquiromsnt for Land Clearing socurity
should be no less than ons company of mechanised infantry or one troop of
armored cavalry working directly with the Land Cloaring Company,

(e¢) Re ations That Hejor Unit Commanders insure that mechaniged
security forces are providod for all clearing oporators,
(d) rs_Actions Arrangomsnts wore rado to be issusd olovon

(11) Armor Persomel ers to provide direct security to tho plow opovators,

They wore marmed by Land Clearing porsonncl, This was not  enough securty

for the enory situation in the cut arca, Major Goneral Wagstaff ordored a

mechanized unit into tho aroa and assignoed them the task of boing the socurity

elemcnt for land clearing oparators,

.d, ORGANIZATION: Yone

e, TRAIVING:

£, LOGISTICS: )
(1) LOGISTIC SUPPORT .

‘ s, Ooservation: Land Clearing Corpanies require increased logistical
support when working with ARVN socurity,

b, gmmi_g_m Whon US Land Cloaring Companios arc working for US
Socurity Force coordination on logistical mattors is mch casior and

r roquiromont can be dividod botweon the two units,
o, Rocomwndation: Additional logistical problems will bo one
! countared in future land clearing operation, Thereforo, prior planning

! mst alluw for the increasod roquiroment for the Land Cloaring Company
to support itself,
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EG3B-OP
SUBJSCT: O-rerational Romort - Lessons Loarnad, 62D Sngincor Battalion for
Perlod ending 20 Aprdl 1971, RCS CSPOR - 65(R3)

d, Action: MNotifiod Personncl in tho Chain of Cormand
and II Fiold Foroe tho necossity for having tho Land Cleariig Unit

provide the canability of providing its owm logistic support capability,
(2) ROME PLOW CABs

(a) Obsorvation: The now serios Rome Plow Csb protacts the oporator
from £alling troos, Howovor, tho oparator is not protected fron shrapnel
caused by exploding mines and hooby trave,

(b) Evaluation: Shocts of stool are boltad on tho cab whore the hoavy
wiro mosh leavas tha oparator wulnersble to shrapnel, Thaso sheots should

givo 270 dozrees protoction for the ovorator on ths sides and roar of the
cab,

{c) Récomaﬁdatiom Manufacturers of tho Romo Piow csb should raisc

the stool sidos of tho ccd highor so there is only onc foot of wiro mesh
chowing on tho sidcs and back,

(d) Commandors Action: Boltodsheets of stoel on sides and back,
Place sheots of stecl inside troo Bar of tho Blads, and put a half door
on tho operators sido to provide more protoction for tho oporator fron
schrapnol of minos and booby trape,
g, COMMINICATICNS: None
h, MATERIAL: Noneo

i, OTHER: lone

Inel -7 ROBERT P, MONFORE
All maps w/d HQ DA LTC, C&
. Commanding
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/7 LB-LE (14 Hay 71) 1st Ind
SUBJZCT: Operational LReport - Lessons Learned, 62nd Engincer iattalion
for Period Ending 3C April 1971, [CS CSFUR - 65 (..3)

DA, %, 159th Fngineer Grou;, APO 96491 3 Jure 1471

THRU. “orrmanding Seneral, USAECV, ATTN: AVCCO, APT 96451
Co-manding Ceneral, USARV, ATT: AVHDO, APC 96375
“onrnander-in-Chiel, USARFAC, ATTM: GPOF-DT, APO 9€7.C

TO: Acsistant Thief of Staff for Force Develoyment

Decartment of the Arry

“ashingten Z.C. 20310
The sigaificant zctivities of the 62nd Engineer Battalion h-:. Lcen revicwed
and is considered an adequate reflection of the tattalion': accom:!ishments
durin;; the reporting reriod.

FOR % JOMMANDFR:

S. C.'.&TERS

oT, AGC
Adjutant
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aVCC=iv) (lunay71i) 2nd 1nd "f
wUbJ.LT: Operational MHejort - Lessons lLearned, v2nd Bngineer battaliion,
reriod snding 30 april 1971, HS CoiOk=05 (n3)
il Us Army zngineer Command Vietnam, ar0 Yobyl 5 JUN 97t
T0: Commanding General, US army Vietnum, ATTn: aVal=0, ar0 Yoo75

The signiticant activities and lessons learned nave bcen reviewed and are an
adequate reflection of the unit's o.eration during tiis period. o action
by USa:iwal or Ua is recommended.

bOR THS COrMaANDE S

Clo b ™ ridian,

Chintliid> me s BTN
1T, Cs
act asst adjutant General
CF:
CO, 62nd cngr bn
CO, 159tn Up

N




i) EREacY

AVHDO-DO (14 May 71) 3@ Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 62D Engineer Battalion for
period ending 30 April 1971, RCS CSFOR - 65 R3)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 1 0 JUN 1971

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-FD
APO 96558

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the period ending 30 April 1971 from Headquarters, 62d Engineer

Battalion and concurs with commente of indoreing headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Hilngsn

CiT, WAC

Aciing Asst Ad,utaot Geaeral
Cy furns
USAECV
624 Engr Bn

I3




o e 3 i s n s

GPOP-FD (14 May 71) 4&th Ind v
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 62d Engineer
Battalion for Period Ending 30 April 1971,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R3)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 25§ JUN a7y

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

iV

p. D. CLINE
1LT, AGC
Asst AG




DEPARTINT OF TIE ARMY
984TH ENGINEER COMPANY (1C), 62D BNGINEER BATTALION
APO Sen Prancisco 96491

EGEB-984 1 Jamuary 1971
SUBJECT:s After Actien Repert = Okefenokee

Commanding Officer
62D Engineer Battalien
ATTN: EGEB-)

APO 96491 -

1, The following is an After Action Report for operetion CXEFZIOKEE of
;%mwnmmrormmoumnmtozomcm
.,

a8y Name of Operation: Okefenokee,
b, Dates of Operations § November 1970 to Decewber 1970,
6. Terrain: Rolling, with bord craters, streams, and gulliczs with
light to heavy jungle,
d, Soil: 60% easily trafficable, 0% silty, 108 rocky.
;. :::thu't Hot lumid, afternoon showers five to thirty minutcs long,
. ation:
(1) Ares cut bordered by the followings YS 0913, YS 340935,
IS 330957, YS 310933, YS 305908, YS 340913,
(2) Linear cut from YS 340913 to YS 275910 200 metors North of
stresm Suoi Quit,
(3) linear cut from YS 30913 to YS 287905 200 metars South of
stream ol Quit,
(4) Idnear cut from YS 287905 to YS 04881 200 meter East of
strean Song Ca,
(5) Iinear cut from YS 300778 to Y5 289902, Tactical and s*.eam
ocut 200 meters West of Song Ca,
g. gbﬂm Headquarters: 62D Engineer Battalion, APO San Francisco

2, Task Organisation;

s, Organisation Unit: 984th Engineer Compary (LC),

b, Attachments: 18 posonnel from 40th ARVN group,

6, Supporting Unitss
1) lst troop, lst Thai .irmored Cavalry Squadron RTAVF,
2) 2nd troop, 1st Thai Arnored Cavalry Squadron RTIAVF,
53; I troop, 1st Thai Armored Cavalry Squadron RTAVF,
4) A Co 1st Battalion 1st Infantry Brigade RTAVF,

3. Intelligence: lbst intalligance items were gatherod by swvcurity or
. adjacent units, The ensmy on all occasions chose to lsavo his position
without fighting for them, Security and adjacent units wors abls, in
many casss to kill or capturs thoe enomy persemnal displacad by tho
984th's operations,
a, 9 Nov 1970, Time 1500 hours = 12 bunkers 2x3x2; ? foxhclasy &, 50
meter trenches; naw 9 man sleeping bunker with frosh leaves for
beds YS 333928,
b, 9 Nov, Time 1800 « M548 at YS 317937 recieved snipor firo fron
unknown personnel, no friandly losses,

| Trrel-l. 5




1,
n,

n,

13 Nov 1970, Time 1130 = D7 kit AP wine Y5 338927 neg lossus or

damage,

15 Fov 1970, Tine 1030 = Found several boaver dam type logbridges
S 3393,

16 Nov 1970, Tine 1450 ~ M548 hit a heavy mine at edge of cut,

The slapstick initiatad the blasting cap and beostar:but tho cast
TNT didn®t go off, Nog lossos or danage,

20 lov 1970, Tine 1030 = Found 10 bunkors with sleeping nats 18*
ovorhead covar, YS 371953,

22 Kov 1970, Time 0930 = Found one dead VC killad by 50 cal, in a
shallow grave 2-3 days old, Found 8 fresh bunkers 2x3x2 with _
feet ovarhead cover, Also a flag pclo at the site, conter of nass
S 330953,

27 lov 1970, Tine 0830~0900 = LC 14 hit a 105m round nag loss,

Y5 315915, Found 3 old bunkors 2x2x2 18" overhsad covar YS 308910,
3 Dec 1970, Time 0845 = Found frash trail at YS 328910, Soven
indiv 1 on crutchcs camewp to the cut twrned around and laft arca on
sane trail,

6 Dec 1970, Time 1500 = Found 15 tunkors with recantwse, VA
pers;mal ge2xr found, Rocks und-r cocking firo ware still hot,

s 338,

6 Dec 1970, Time 1600 - Whon the Company Commsander flaw down the
trail out of the bunisr complex ha spottod a VC aslesp on a road,
woaring rycksack at YS 358900, On tho helicoptors third pass the
individnal fled,

7 Dec 1970, Tine 0730 ~ On a Vr botween sites of J and X 5 carp~
firos wore spettad,

17 Dec 1970, Tine 1300 - Found 4 foxhclas with 1 poncho, surp of

C ration cans and ons 20 pcund rine, homomade, YS 295895,

17 Dec 1970, Timo 1140 ~ Found 2 bunkars 3x5x2 with 3 with 3 foot
overhead covor and 7 bunkers 2x3x2 with 3 foet overhead cover, In
the bunkers wer> thu fcllowing itams: 1 wood saw, 4 claywore mines
(US), 2 Rad Chinsse canteons, 8 Bi 30 batteries, 3 first aid bags,
2 ponches, 1 homemade booky trap, 57 AK rounds, 1 tube of morphin,
1 claynre detonator clacker, 1 Sony FX Radio TR 911 modified to
pick up Tactical Radios,

L, Mssicn: Mamber 1

To dony the onemy the used an area bounded by NS
grid YS %0 n the Zast, by &« grid 874 on the
Bouth, by E~W grid YT 000 on the lorth, -and by NeS
grid YS 260 on the West,

Iumber 2
To dony the encmy uss of arsas within 200 neters of
stroans going fron ¥S 30915 to YS 271894, YS 287904
to Y5 303880, YS 32595 to YS 293948, YS 324968 to
YS 303983 plus tactical cuts from YS 27189% to
IS 277882, and YS 293948 to YS 30097%,

5. Concspt cf Overation: -

b,

On 5 llevombor 1970 the 984th LCC convoyed from Long Bihn to the
juncti~n of Q15 and Bear Cat access road, Wore mot by s eurity
elonent from 1st Thal Cavalry Squadren RTAF, Then wera osccrtod
FS3 Tanse YS 283994 and off loaled, From there thay walkod 6KH
to the first NDP W07,

The crnjany cut scuth and wast for ths noxt 18 days than rovod to
2nd IDP at YS 320926,

/¢




¢, Aftar cutting near the 2nd JIDP for 3 days th: nissicn was changed,
For the next 6 days the 984th cut aroas tc the SE and W,

d, %? 4 December 1970 ths 984th moved to YS 299903 tho 3rd ani finol

[ ]

o, The next 15 days wer> spont cutting areas to tho East, South, and
West cf the NDP,

£, On 20 Docesbor the 984th convoyad frem th: 3rd NDP to FSB Tanoe,

gs The rest of the 20th was used in cleaning vehiclis and dropping
belly pans, On tho 2lst the company ws pickad up and rotwrnad to
Long Binh for naintinance stand dowm of 15 days,

6, Ccermanders Coments:

8, The setup of the sacurity elements was well balanced, Tha two
cavelry troops and inf-ntry company provided goo? sceurity, The
support for Class 1 and Class 2 were examlary, PBvorything was
delivered directly tc us without constant proling 28 has been the
case with sevaral U,S, Units,

b, Use of PLL trailor at tho NDP made things much easisr for maine
tenance bec~use of the gcod crranizati~n, control, and availa-
bility cf parts,

¢, The shor sot at tho NDP was svan more boneficial, liint:nwnce
could fabricate almest anything but a maj-r assembly,

d, Borb erators are an acute yrchblem, TFirst thiy waste mach cutting
time, Second they can disable plows due to tho quick engine ccole
ing if thero is watur in tho cr~ters, Third, if a lcw, Tho
barboo’is usually so thick that a driver is trappel ani has
difficulty in gaotting 2 snoke grasanis cut for idontification, This
occurred and resultcd in a cab being cut off cf tho dewmad plov by
the following plow, Tho driver of tha lown:d plow was noct mrt,

7. Recommandation:

&, Weo noed to be ablc tc show cur non a bettor ~varall picture of the
gcod they are doing, There ar. classifisd ro;orts of various
encny docunionts that show just how mch they fear and res; sct ths
Land Clearing Companies, If these could be brouzht out inte the

¢ opon, it would mean & trenodous bcost in moral for ths non,

8, Lesson Loarned:

a, Althcugh this fornation doas :ut oxtra hardships on the ;lows the
best formation for eloso seocurity in 1izht to noliun jungle is a
echalon right, This fermaticn allows tho lead officer and tho
socurity elcments to stay close bohind the lead plow,

b, The only practical formaticn for heavy jungle and aroas whore
closs sacurity is not 2:ssantisl is a ochalon luft,

¢, Zven though the D9's aru the bust vshicles to mako tho first tracg
neither bull blades ncr sacurity can keep up with D9's cn the in-
itial trace,

d, Aftsr the first trace ths D9's shculd be sezregzated fren the D7's
and given their own cut,

o, The bast utilizaticn of eguipnent is in ssparate cuts, Mors pro~
duetion can be cbtainod por tracter, Sceurity ol.ononts of one cut
should be far enouzh fron the othors so that its fislds of firo do
not ineclude the cthor cut,

f. To find out how wot an oroa is going to be, y~ua can shcct arty at
it ono or two days ahsal of when yeu want to go in, Tho anount of
water that appoars in tho hole 12 to 36 hours lator is a gcol in=
dicator of the zround water table,

17
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g. Drag M58% provad wery effective for getting plows back into the
cut, Tho M5i8' can carry oxtra parts and mechanics that can ox-
vidite ths rotum cf plows to the cut, ‘

h, Security elononts in many cases aro fcrcod boymnd a gcol reaction
dstanca due to safety of persomnel for the uncontrolled fall of
large trees,

9, Exscution: .
a, Start 5 Mov 1970 ccnvoy to first IDP YS %097,
b, 24 lov 1970 move to socond NDP YS 320926,
¢, & Dec 1970 move to third NDP Y5 299903,
d. 20 Dec 1970 move to FSB Tanso YS 289W,
e, 2) Dec 197 convoy to long Binh,

10, Results:
s, Friendly loszes:
(1) Parsormel: 1 Thai soldier killod by falling tree,
(2) Equipment:
a, Miscellanacus perscnal gaar,
E, 3 incidonts of oquipnont hitting mines (no loss),
c, gadios (PRC 25) by falling troos,
b. Encmy Lossee:
(1) Persormels 1 KL\,
(2) 6thor Losses: See para J, M, and Il Int.lligonee,
(3) Bunkers: 143,

11, Administration and Legisticess

a, rRations: Rations wers truck:! from Long Rinh to Baar Cat, then
sirliftsd by Chinock to the IDP, Hot “A" rations wirs served
for breckfast ani supp.r, C rations for lunch,

b, Armmnition: Iene oxponded,

¢, POL: Fuel rosupplied by sccurity el:nent, 1 suppliod by Unit
Reer Detgchmont, and in a fow cases by security,

d, Uniforms and Equipment: Supplicd by Roar Dotachmant,

e, Repair Parts: BGappliosd by Unit Rear Dotachnont, Some !I548
parts were supylied by socurity olonments,

Cormand
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J/ DRPARTIIENT OF THE ARMY
6075 ECINZER COMPANY (LAND CLXARING)
APO 8an Francisco 96491

EGEB~60 11 Jamary 1971
SUBJRCT:s After Action Report

-~

Cormanding Officer
62 Engineer Battalion
AP0 San Francisco 95491

The following is an aftexr action report for the ™Boute 60" land Clearing
operation in wish this unit participated during the period 17 November
1970 through 1 Januazy 1971.

as Name of opevationt Route 60

be Dates of opersztions 17 November 1970 through 1 Jamary 1971

ce Location of operaticut Highway 309 from Song Be to Hill 882
(w 510530)

de Command headquarterss 623 Engineer Nattalion
es Task organizations
(1) Organizational units 60th Engineer Company (IC)
(2) Suvgiort units A" Troop, 1st Squadron, 11th ACR
fo Intelligences Enemy activity greatly reduced in recent months,
but capable of initiating stand off attacks, and implacing mines and booby

traps. Route intexrsects two major resupply trail networks from Cambodia

to Saigon area. The Adams Trail and the Jolly Trail are used heavily
and frequently.

& Miassions

(1) To open Highway 309 from Song Be to tl.e II-III Corps
boundary at YU 423484,

Inct 2
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EGEB-60 11 January 1974
SUBJECY: After Acotion Report

(2) To make six (6) tactical -robes along the route at
gpecified locations of suspected enemy activity or cache cites.

(3) As the operation progressed the mission changed:
(a) To drop two (2) of the tactical probes.

(b) To cut the flat areas around Bu Gia lMap to facilitate
settlenent and farming in the area.

(¢c) To continue the road opening on to Bu Prans.

he Coucept of operations Clear apmroximately 5066 acres of jungle
and open road described in paragraphs g (1), (2), and (3) above.

i. ilovenentss
(1) starts
@) 17 November 1970 from Long Binh Fost to FSB Buttons, RVil.

(b) 18 Yovember 1970 from FSB Buttonsz to Song Be.
0ff load trucks. '

(¢) 13 November 1970 fronm Song Be to ND~1

(2) 1DP'as
(a) ¥DR-1 YU 184143 18 Fov ~ 20 Nov
(v) MP-2 YU 183245 2 Nov - 24 Nov
(c) 1DP-3 YU 271319 24 Nov = 5 Dec
(a) 24 YU 348308 6 Dec = 19 Dec
(e) 1DP-5 YU 397478 19 Dec = 22 Dec
(£) 1DP-6 YU 510530 22 Dec - 27 Dec
(g) M0P-7 YU 348368 27 Dec = 30 Dec

(3) Completions
(a) 30 December 1970 from iDP=7 to FS3 Butions, RV,
(v) 31 Deccmber 1970 from 73B Buttons to Camp Gorvad, AVN,
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L BGEB-$0 11 January 1974
SUBJECT:s After Action Report

(¢) 1 January 1971 from Camp Gorvad to Long Binh Post.
Je Eneny actions
(1) Enemy losses: Unknown
(2) Priendly losses:
(a) 60th ICC: None
(b) Co A, 621 Engr Bnt None
(c) Security forces: 1 VIA
(3) Iines: 2
(4) Booby traps: 1
(5) Friendly equipment lossess
(a) 60th 10C: 1 DTE damaged/repaired
(b) Security forcest 1 APC combat loss
(6) Z=Enemy equipment captured:
(a) 4 - B4O rockets

(b) 1 = Chicom claymore
(c) 100 rds AK~47 ammnition
(d) 1 - 8K8 rifle
(e) 2 - Chicon grenades

(7) Zneny structures degtroyed:
(a) DBunkers: 75
(v) Fighting positionss 32

ke Operational ei;a.tist:lcsa
(1) Total cutting dayss 32

(2) Total move days: 6

f Al




BEGZB-60 11 Jamary 19T
SUBJECY: After Action Report

(3) Total holidays: 2 (Thanksziving and Christmas)
(4) Total acreage cut: 3860 acres
(5) Average cuts
(a) Cut days onlys 120.6 acres
(b) A1l days of operation: 96.5 acres
(5) Average plovs in cuts 21.5

(7) Type of growt: and terrains Light to medium jungle.
Gently rolling to very steep.

(8) Average acrcs/plovs/day: 5.1

(9) Culverts:
(a) 2 - 36" X 10' for small strean crossing.
(b) 2 -8' X 24! for larse streanm crossing.

(c) 10 other small strecams were crossed by pushing dams
across and passing over.

(10) MDP's: 7 M>'s were constructed.
(11) Pire sudport basess

(a) 1 - 155ma Howttzer, 3 tubes on hill 792, YU
397478, Fs3 Sunday Punch, .

(b) 1 = 155mn Howitzer, 3 tubes adjaccnt to 7S Snuffy,
YU 347380,

(12) Roads: Opened 71.5 kilometers of road from vicinity
of Phuoc Binh, YU 199120, to vicinity of Bu Kral, YU 512530,

l. Aduinistration and logistics:
(1) Rationss

(a) 60th ICZ and A Troop/11th ACR operated a combined
mess hall.

(b) Hot A rations for treakfast and supper meals.

(0) © pations or LRRP rations for dinncr meals.

AR




oo

EGEB-60 11 January 1971
SUBJRCT: After Action Report

(3) Rations were drawn from 2nd Bde, 1st Air Cav Div,
(2) Amwnition: Supplied by unit supply.
(3) Uniforms and equipments Supplied by unit supply.

(4) Repair parts: Supplied by unit supply and Tech Supply,
A CO, 62d M Bn.

(5) POL: Supplied through 2nd Bde, 1st Cav Div.
(6) Waters Supplicd through 2nd Bde, 1st Cav Div.
me Commander's cvaluation:

(1) "a" Troop, 1/11th Armored Cavalry Regiment did an excellent
Job of providing scourity for the operation both on the cut during the
day and around the perimeter at night although their foroec was cut to
approximatley 70% by detaching onc ylatoon and using it to sugport another
enginccr operation at a secparate locetion.

(2) 2nd Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry Division providcd exccllent
logistic supnort of the operation. Resup)ly was provided by aircraeft and
was thercfore prompt end reliable. Therc were no means available to
supply by road and distances involved wore too large and made ground
resupply to clow and dangerous.

(3) Suppoxt from 60th ICC Rear Detachment, A Compeny and Hq
Company, 624 Enginecr Battalion proved to be both excellent and in-
veluable to the successful completion of the operation.

ne Icasons lcarned:

(1) Obscrwation: When cutting 1ight jungle or bamboo on
relatively level ground and opcrating as an entire company the most
production was mrde by cutting o trace around the area to be cut and
thon cutting towards the centcr by spiraling in. Requires less sccurity
by posting thon around the initial trace. Requires lcss comnend and
control aftcr initial trace is cut.

(2) Obscrvetion: Whon cuiting medium to heavy jungle on
hilly to steep tcrrain the meximun production is made by cuiting in
small groups of 5 to 8 plows. Requircs morc sccurity beecusc of numcrous
saperate groupse Small numbcr of plows casicr to control but more
controllcrs ond radios are noeded.
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3CEB-60 11 Joruary 1971
JCBJiICYs Aftcr Action Repo-t

(3) Obscrveiions Whcn movinz 1D2's or going to and re-
turning from the cut, if thc »lows can bec cuiting as they :wwe, wasted
tinc is clininoted ond production is incxcascd.

(4) Obscrvution: Yhen cutting junsle -rith trccs over 8"
in dionctcr, production is incrcascd end demrged »lows preventcd by
ou.ting the undergrowth, bemboo, and smrller trecs with onc clement
or tcoa and lcaving the larger matcrial for a2 following clement of
D9G's or 3 to 6 DTE's. This prcvents the lerger trecs fronm bdcconing
obsticrls vhilc the lighter motcriel is being cut. The lexger tzccs are
cxvoscd and dcfined and thcereforc casicr to cute Corc must be token to
kecp the plous of the trec cutiing clement dispcrscd in oxdcr that the
olows cxc not drmaged by fz2lling trccse.

(5) Obscrvotion: By supnlying 211 Romc Plow end Bull Dozcr
opcrriors with, Aurel Proteetor, typc PAG-A/T (Zor Protcctors) nnd
insuring that thiy weer thon, bustcd cor drums or other scrious hcaring
dcange oon be evoidcd when mincs of booby trops arc accidently éctonnted.
Onc Romc Plow was towing another when it detonntcd a minc of apiroximntcly
40 pounds. Thc DTE wes scverly domaged, however, both opcrators were
weering the cor protcctors and neither men wes injured.

oo Cormionder's commenis An AVIB is unrcliable ond becomes more
of o problem than it is worthe Scriovs considcraotion should bec given to
their usc with o lond clecoring compony. The AVIB ncssigned to this
opcretion wos not used and wos towed from 0P to iDi throughout the
cntirc operations The lond clcoring compony con cross eny smrdl stream
by using internrl rcsourccss Larger strecms cen be crosscd by cmolrecing
culvcrts and very lorze strcams will recuire o dridge to be duilt or
ag o lost ditch desneration cffort on AVIE nry be enmloycde
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DEPARTMENT OF TIE AR

984TH ENGINEER COMPANY (1.C) 620 ENGINCER BATTALION

APO San Frencisco 96473

2GBC-984

Comm-niing

Offiocar

624 Engineer Battalion
ATM™: EGBC-3
APO 96491

1, The following is an Aftar Repcrt for tho Thei Cut oporation in which

the 984th Znginser Company (LC) perticipated during the poricd 6 January
1971 to 20 Febuary 1971,

Nano of Operations Thai Cut
Dates of Oporation: 6 Jannary 1971 1971 to 27 February 1971,
Terrain: Nodium to hoavy junglo, Uncvon land surfaco with many
hlls, gullios, streans, bcmb crat:rs, and swompy arcas, with
very thick bambco in the scutham cut,
Soil: 60% good hard scil, 0% silty, 102 rccky,
Waathor: Cold ncrnings, het hurdd afterncons with no rain,
Locaticn:
(1) Northorn cut berderad by East-Vest grid linus YT 21 - YT 27
and North-Scuth grid lines YT 02 ~YT 07,

(a) & tactical cut Fron YT 218047 to YT 230062, 300 meter

wide,

(b) A tacticsl cut from YT 213072 to 271047, 370 maters

(c) Xi‘:::;tical cut from YT 267066 to YT 268052, 300 noters

(1) :12:::1:1“1 cut from YT 250021 tc YT 260050, 300 noters

(e) :ig:;tical cut due East from YT 250041 to YT 218051, 75
motors wide,

(2) Southern cut borderad by East-West grid lines Y5 21 -~ YS 29

and lorth-South grid lines Y5 87 - ¥YS 92,

(a) A tactical cut from YS 219872 to YS 290936, 300 nstors
wida on either side of the Svoi Cau Mei River,

(b) A tactical cut from YS 223381 to YS 267933 , 200 motors
on either side cf tho intermittont strsam vhich
intersocts the Suol Cau Mci River at Y5 223891,

(e¢) A tactical cut from YS 261877 to YS 261899, 209 noters
on eithor side cf the intermittent stream vhich
antersects tha Suvi Cau Moi River at YS 261591,

(d) A tactical cut fron YS 23873 to Y5 234916, 200 motors
wide,

2, Task Organization:

(a)

(b)
(e)

Incl 3

ngmd Headquarters: 62d Enginoor Bottalion, APO San francisce
96491

Organizational Unit: 984th Enginesr Company (LC).

Supporting Units:

(1) 1st troop, lst Thai Armored Cavalry Squadron, RTAVF,

(2) 2nd troop, lst Thai Armored Cavalry Squadrcn, RTAVF,

Ay




(3)nw.mm1-tmmmwmo.mw.mn6 2
Jan to Jm n. -
(&) A Cowpery, 2nd 2n 2nd Thai Infantry Brigade, RTAVF, fron 2k
Jan 71 to 28 Jan 71,
(5) B Company, 1st Bn 1st Thei Infantry Brigade, RTAVF, from 28 )
Jan 71 to 20 Feb 71,

3. Intclligence: Most of the waluabl, intelligence infcrmation wos
gather«d by neizhbering nits, The enzy cn all occasions chese to lsave
his position vithout fighting fcr thon, The naizhb-rin: units vere able,
in neny cases to kill or captara tho anoy parscmncl driven out Yy thoe
984th, On several occasions the 9B4th alro rocorded oneny KIA's thrcush
the use of harassement and intordiction firc,

(a) 211500 Jan, Lcoation YT 252025, Founi thres old enemy bunkors,

(b) 22135 Jan, locaticn YT 218051, LC 26 Mt fragmmtation hand
grenade, nagative lossase,

(¢) 221535 Jan, location YT 218951, LC 21 ran over fraznuantation
hand gronade returing frcm out to NDP, negaiivas lossos,

() 251400 Jan, location YS 260911, Found 11 bunkers 1x1x2 metors,
2 feat overieal covor, very cld and starting to cave in,

(e) 260840 Jan, location YS 241904, D78 was cutting threugh a troe
and Wit anti-personncl wine., Neg casvalities, neg danase,

(£) 270750 Jan, location YS 235901, 4PC Wit burried 155 rouni, not
comuand detonatod, Three WIAL &% APC with ninor injuries, One
brokon aym, Jajor structual danmags to APC,

(g) 271015 Jan, location TS 264710, Found and destroyod six o1d
bunkers,

(h) 291500 Jan, location YS 225868, Found and destroyed 12 rccontly
usad bunkors,

(1) 301410 Jan, looaticn YS 247849, Tree knocked down by LC 21
detonatod claymors mine, 1 US WIA, (

(3 310”9‘20 Jan location YS 240887, Found and destroyed 12 old %
bunkors,

(k) 311250 Jan, locetion YS 235389, Found and destrayed VC typod
cormand detonated 105 rownd and 15 tunkers,

(1) 010845 Feb, location YS 249888, Found frosh trail leading to 4
bunkers,

(n) 02093 Feb, location ¥S 268888, Found and destroyed 19 bunkars,

(n) 030340 Fob, location YS 244390, LC hit small snti~prssonnel
hutterfly mine, Negative injuries or danmigo,

(o) 031630 Feb, location IS 233889, Found 26 new bunkors, 14 old
bunkers, 6 claymorcs, 3 docuncnts, small caliber ammunition,
fresh food, net in stream, onc 32mm motor Progarad as beoby
trap with other miscsllaneous oquipment,

(p) ol&lzoo Fob, location YS 227884, Found 20 spider holes with fresh

] dirt alengside rocently used fcot paths, Found 12 hunkors

; sbout 2 weeks old,

(@) 051230 Fab, location YS 254393, Found and destroysd 12 bunkers,
one weapons ciche containing Smm mortsr rounds, 4 chargers, 1
chi com sub-machine gun, 20 M?9 rounds, & claymoro wines, Alao
found clothing, eatinz and ccoking utensils,

(r) 079910 Feb, location YS 267892, Found 3 B¥) XPG's 3 fuss for
KPG in tvnnel approxinately 25x1xl meters, ‘

: (s) 080930 Feb, location YS 261390 and YS 264893, Found 28 bunkeis

: in 2 soparated hunker cowploxos, (including 1 hootch), Found

various cocking utuonsilos and frosh food,

Al
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(t) 081430 Fob, loostion Y5 261890, Found 3 bunkers beliovald to be
i, wvithin 15 ninutes of onr arrival, AT YS 263390, naarby we found
5 freshly vacatad bunkars,

(u) 100945 Fob, location YS 260891, Fownd 9 bunkars, 1 VC body
(spprox 6 days sico 1eath) in shallow srave 30 metsrs from tunnol
coplex, The VC was apparently killed by motar fire, Found
onoe pair of plisrs on boly, .

(v) 101045 Meb, locaticn YS 275397, IC hit smal). anti~persomel

nine, Kogative damage, negative injurios,

(w) 130845 Feb, location YS 262897, PFound ? RPG rounds, 1 cantcan,
1 ooffee pot, 4 food bowls, 1 ¥79 round, Itens wora found
lying n a road,

(x) 141515 Feb, ocation YS 233891, LC 30 hit snall anti-personnel
mine, Nagative damage, negativs injurias,

(y) 1743C Feb, location YS 233891, Fomnd 2 RPG rounds by wn old
bunker, Also founi insije the bunkcr 1 BY4) RPG, 1 IPG propellant
chargs, 93 M6 rounds, 1/4 block C-4, 1 claymore, 2 clayrore
vire with blasting cap, 3 feot of detonation cord, 1 KEG fuse,
1 detonator clayacre, 1 Vietnamesd shirt, and 1 ammo can,

(z) 181710 Feb, location YS 225875, Sitad 3 VC walking across rice
paddiss, Whon engaged thay fled southeast into barboo,
Secnrity following but did not regain contact,

(sa) 190845 Feb, location YS 225875, Spotted 6 VC. Security element
ongagad them, At 1025 ono VC KIA was fcund, rzsilts of contact
earlier that morning, WNegative friendly injurius,

4, Mission: ‘umber 1l
To dany the eneny uce of an area bcunded by Jast-
Wost grid lines YT 21~YT 27 and North-South zrid
lines YT 02-YT 07
hnber 2 .

to dony the eneny use of an area bounded by East-
West grid lines YS 21-YS 29 and Forht=Scuth grid
lines YS 87-YS 92,

5. Concept of Operation:

(a) On 6 Janvery 1971 the entire company meved cut from Long Binh to
the junction QL 15 and the Boar Cat accass road, There thoy
wore mot by security from tho 1lst Thai Cavalry Squadron RTAVF,
They were thenca where thc plows wars unloaded (YT 188031),

- They cut on both sidcs of the road castward across the Sz La
Buong River, On the castern sido they cut north from this
NDP for 3 days,

(b) The company arrived st the socond NDP, located at YT 240156, on
9 January and cut northvest and southwest for the nzxt 3 days,

(c¢) On 13 Janvary the company moved to YT 260041 whero they set up
their third NOP, The cut was to the ncrth and tho scuth, amd
lasted 8 days,

(d) Pratiab begano the final NDP again to end the ncrthern phasa of

ation Thai Cut YT 218051, The date of this mova was 22 Jun
;{ar On the following dey the company cut ficlds of fire for
ESB Ppatiab and pushod back the tree 1ins along ths road to Bear
at,

(e) The 24th of January the 984th moved mceved south to YS 248906
vhere they remained through tha 29th cutting southwest and
northaast, The company off loaded form lowboys at Binh Sen
Airfis1d, YS 242918 and cut tc the NDP at YS 248906, The

company cvt for 5 days al-ng the intormittent stroam,
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(g)

(h)

(1)

On 3 Jamary 1971 the NOF was movad te YS 254393, Haro the cuf.wes
to tho east and west of tho IDP on both sidos >f tho Scui Can 0L
dvor and south along sither side of ths intsrmittant strosm that
int:rsects the Soul Cau Moi at YS 261389,

The third ND? in the srutharmn phase was 2stsblishel on 6 Fobruary 1571 .

The locatian was YS 256391, Frem hero tho sastsrn mcst .orticn of
the"cnt was acoomplishad, as was ~na romaining section nortlwest of
th NDP,

On 14 February an NDP was sat up at ¥S 233894, iIn oxtumsion of the
arsa to be c1t was male, due to rocont sucess in finding frosh cachos,
bunkars and complating of the orsinal mission, The eare to be cut
was 200 maters eids fron a s~uthormost point at ¥S 234873 iue north
to YS 234916,

The 1ast cutting dcy w:s 18 Februy 1971, On tha 19th, proparation
was nsdo te drop bolly pans and pull maintonsnco bsfore coming back
to Long %inh, On thc morning of 20 Fobruary, all equipaont was lcad-
ed cnto Jowhoys at Binh Song Airficld, Y5 242918, and ths company
returnad to m Binh,

6, Cownnnders Cormonts:
(a) Vhen the initial nission is ylamned, there should be snongh petontial

7.

(v)

acerge included in tha mission to insurathat the company dozs not
coaplate all its assizned tasks ahead cf schedule, tharsby relucing
lost time and insuring prcper pricr ylaming, During this cut the
company was hamporod sovoral tincs until ammondwents to tho missicn
wero fortheoming, This was caused by the complotion cf assignod rmis-
sicns savoral days sarlisr than anticipated,

A cut can only operats of ficiently when thors is a2 minimunm of 10 op=-
srational radice in the cut, Thrso radios weuld go te sach of the
plat-ons, and -ne ralic to tho nsintanonce s~cticn, If tho nissicn
requiras taan cuts an additicnal two radics for each team is noces-
sary for proper centrol,

Lossons Learnad:

(a)

(b)

(e)

(3)

Assioniny anoperationsl plow with operational winch tc act as police
and rocovary plow werked very woll, The plew, when not in uss in
recovury, wwuld be us=d in poclice actions, Thers was winin2l tine
required to got the plow to assist any downul equipmant, This plow
should e oquipped with a ralio,
In arcas werc largor trees ars interspsrsed in thick junjle, two or
throo plows sheuld fall to the roar ~f the formstion solely for ths
Furpose of polica acticns, This allows the bulk of plows to rove
through the jungle ~t a stoady rata and not be hampered hy ~ne cr
twr larza, cumburscna troos,
Extromo earc sheuld ha taken by conrond porsonnsl to insure ne routin-
es are set in conlvecting lanl clearing operaticns, When pessible cut
in 1iff:reont liroctions on conseccutivo days,
lthcuzh braaking into taans or thros platocns ineroasas total cut
arcas, czntrrl ~f ths cuts is jeoi.ardizad sinco air ruidenco s often
nocessary, Soowrity in such cescs is oxtrouely thin, Communications
also suffors bacduse incrsasud control ty:o trafffd must go ovor tho
s=zmo fraquoney, It is imp-rative at tince thaf e_ﬁiminls remain open
for usa by one toan (1., lustoff, dontact,: intial trace~ui’anco from
ths air) thus roiueing th. peopar cntrol of the othor toans, Cautim
shoul 1 b tokon when breaking into snall teams to inswra that adequate
corrmiecation and sicurity can” he maint:imed,

W
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Exscution:

(a) Starts 6 Janvary 1971, convoy to FSB Pratiab,

(b) 9 January 1971, move to socond NOP IT 260056, (ncthorn cut)

(c) 13 Jamusry 1971, mova to third NDP at YT 260041, (nothsrn cut)

(2) 22 Jammary 1971, nove to FSB Pratiab, .

(o) 24 Jannary 1971, wove to fifth KDP at ¥YS 248906, (scuthern cut)
(f) 6 Febuary 1971, nove to sixth HIP at YS 254893, (southern cut)
(g) 14 Pebruary 1971, nove to ssvanth NDP at YS 266891, (scuthern cut)

Results:
(a) Frienily Losses:
(1) Persomzls
(a) 1 US killed in accident by tree,
(b) 3 Thais WIA (see pare 3, Intelligence),
(2) Equipnents
(a) Miscellanecus parsonnal gear,
(b) Seven incidents of US equiinont hMitting mincs (minor damazo
in all cascs),
(c) One incident of Thai equipnent hitting mine (sec Parag, In-
telligence),

(b) Zneny Losses:
(1) Porsonnals
(a) Five KIA, cna by ccntact, four by iniiret fire,
(2) Other lossass
(s) Seo pora k, o, q, r, t, u, w, and y, Intallisence,
(3) 3unkers:
(a) 205
(¢) Orperaticnal Statistics:
(1) Total days of operationS 46
éz) Total cutting days:s 44
3) Total acres cut: 3313
(4) Averazo plows/day:s 23,2
(5) Avarage acres/day: 75.3
(6) Average scras/plows: 3,7

Administration anl Logistics:

(a) Rationss Raticns wore trucked from Lenmz Binh to Bear Cat, thon air-

1lifted by Chinook to ¥DP. Hct “A" rations were served fcr breakfasi

and supper, C raticns wor> supplied for dimmer,

gb) Anmuniticns  Supplied by Unit Rsar Detachnont,

¢) POL el resuppliocd by sccurity element, Ol resuppliod by Unit
Rear Detachnent and Security,

(2) Uniform and Equipnent: Supplies by Unit Rear Dotachmont,

(e) Repair Parts: Supplicd by Tnit Reoar Detachnmt, Some #8 and 578
parts wore supplied by Thai Sascurity,

(£) Water: Airliftod by Chinock to ND? fwon Bear Cat,



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
APO Sen Franeisco 95491

BEGBC-60 19 March 1971
SUBJECYs After Action iepcrt

Commanding Officer
62d Engineer Battalion
APO San Francisco 96491

The following is an after acticn report for tie Binh Tuy Land Clearing
operation in yhich this unit particinated during the veiriod 17 Janvar~
1971 through 9 March 1371,

a. lame of cperations Binh Tur

b, Dates of operation: 17 vanuary 1971 threush 9 March 1971

c. location of operations One kilomeier east to 20 kilometers south-

east of Vo Dat. (3T 741332)
d. Command Headquarterss 52d Engineer Battalion
e. 1Task organizations
(1) Or.ans.zational wnits 60th ingireer Company (LC)
(2) Support Unit: "B" Troop 2nd Squacron, 11il: ACR,

f. Intellivence: BEneny activity recduced in recent months but still
capable of enplacing mines and booby traps an:! conducting indirect fire
attacks, .

g. Yissions

(1) Clear approximatelr 30(0 acres of jungle adjacent to tie
village o” Vo lat to eliminate enemy infiltration routes into the village
and vrovide mcre land for farming,

(2) Make a tactical cut irom the area cut east of Vo Dat to the
vicinity of Firc Support Base Apache, and a series of three tactical cuts

scuth-east of Gia Ray from QL 1 noith to thc abandoned rail road,

Inecl .4
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SUB.ECT: After Action Raepore

19 fare: 1971

(3) a5 the operution prozresscd % e nission wus char.eds

(a) OCut on adcitional 50C acxvs eas” of lirismy 335, nort>
east of Vo Jat.

(b) Ax avea of a-proxiiatly U!e save sixe of the added avea
was deleted immediatly to the scuth west,

(¢) Tactical cuts south of t-: railroad wer. omitied due to
lack of timc,

ii. Concent of operation: clear anproximatel ; &219 acres of jungle
described in paragzaph & (1),(2) and (3) above,

i. Povemenis:

(1) Start:

(a) 17 January 1971 from long Binh Post toc NDF at YT 750322
by 2/3 of the company,

(b) 1 Janvary 1571 frem Long iivh Post to ~DP at .t 760322
by remainin; 1/3 of the companz,

(2) KDP'ss
(a) iDP-1 YT 760322 17 Jan - 25 Jan
(b) NDP-2 ™ 709357 25 Jan - 17 Feb
(c) NP-3 YT 775346 17 Feb - 26 Deb
(@) NoP-f Y 774268 2% Foo - 2 Mar
(e) ¥DP-5 Tl 767227 2 Mar - 8 Mar

(3) Completion:
»
(a) 8 Mawch 1971 from NJP-5 to Fire Support Lase lace.

i (6) 9 Marca 1971 from Five Support Base Mace to Long 5inn Post,
jo Enemy actions )
(1) Bnenv lossess Unknown

(2) F-iendly losses: 2 U,S. WIA

3 &l
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“ SVRTECYs After actlon lepors

(3) DMiress 4
(4) Bco>y traps: 2

(5) Frianily eguipment lossess

(a) 6cth gr Co (LC): 2D7E demaged/reraired

(b) Sectrity Forcess 1 APC combat loss
(6) Erecy equipment captured:
(a) 3 cannesters rige
(o) misc medical ‘sug"lies
(c) % - R®S rockets
(7) Eneny structures destroved:
(a) sunkerss 25
(b} Fighiing posizionss 57
k., Oceratioral statistics:
(1) Tetzl cuitving cavs: 43
(2) Totel novs davss 9
(3) “ctel nol:idays: lone
(4) Total acvciie cut: 5541 acvas
(5) avarz:e cub:
(@) v d:ys onmlys 129 acres
(b) ALl days of overstion: 1C6.5 acres

(6) Aaverazs olows in cuts 26,7

19 March 1971

(7) Tpe of srowbn ané terrcing lledian to heavy jungle, flat to

rollirg terrzin,

(&) avir. o acres Plow dar: 4.9




.35 mBc-60 19 Mare.. 1971
8UBJ:CT: After Action levort

(9) Culvertss Ko culverts werc constructed or emplaced nor were
there any sizniZicant streau ciossings,

(1c) EDP's: 5 LiDP's were constructed,

(11) Roacss Pionear roads to ard through the cvt weve cons-
tructed each dar to facilitate movanent of secvrity vehicles,

le adm:nistration and lozistrcss
(1) R:ticnss

(a) 60th sncr Co (1C) and E I'roop/11th ACR operated a con-
bins¢ mess hsll,

(b) Hot "A" rations for breakf:st and suvpper nezls.
(c) "C" rations or LRRP rztions for dirner mecls,

(@) Rations wer: drawn from 2nd Pde, 18t Air Cav Jiv,

(2) Arunitions Supplied by unit supply
(3) Uniforms ard squipments supplicd by Unit Swvooly

(4) Popair partss JSupplaed by unit supplied and Tueh orprly, A Co,
624 inginecr B:atiolion,

(5) PCL: Supplicd tlwouvgk 2nd EG:, 1st Cav Jiv,
(6) Waters Supplied through 2ud Sde, 1st Cav Div,
m, Comrander's evalvations

(1) T"E" iroop, 2/11th ACR provided exc.llent sccurit; for the
operation botn on the cul Guring the day ~-d cxemnd the rorrmctes av mght,
Anbush watrols, automitic ambushes and rocur svrveilancc conduct:d by YE!
Troop undoubtcdly coniribuued to the relat.ic lack of mine end booby trap
activity in the cut,

(2) 2ng Brigade, 1st Air Cav Div provided excellcnt logistic
surpoirt of the opsration. Re-supply was vrovided by aircraft and was
prompt and ruliable, ho ground resupply was wndertoien duc to distances
from sscure :oad nots,

(3) (3) Support fvom 60th En.r Co (LC) Rear Detachment, & Co and HQ
Company, 674 #ngincor Sattalion was resoonsive and dupendadle and contri-
buted greatly to the succcssful completion of the operataon,

I3




EGDC-50 19 Marci: 1971
SU3JECLs aficr action RKooort

n, Les:ons lec.m..ds

(1) Chservation: IS tie mmb.> 0. s:uerate cuts can be held to
two (2) ratior than cach fean Lovin, their owa evt, the roquirement for
secwrily vohicl.s is grenlly reduesed, Thus cllors the security clement
to staid dovm enowfl: vchicles %o ke«p s very lcw dcadlane rate and to
kave l.nunts availasle Forr nighat anovuslics and other offcusive actions,

(2) Ovscrvitiont Ween cuttin: heavy jungle on level torrain
safity iz increased 5y leavineg tae lar;e trees ovir 18 inchoes in diamcter
for & “ollow up policz tiam, “He larg.. trecs cre defiied and good visib-
11i%r is obtainud 5 cutting out the wnder~brusi, 4his allows the oper-
ators cvtting th: lar: e irccs te sec wnar. they fall,

(3) O-scrvations A grcat deal of lost time can be scved v
taking 1 cargo vohicle to ihc cut w.th a3 svpply of repai: pacts and lub-
ricants, Certaii. breakiowns are fairly predictable avd can be fix.d in
thc £i.1d rathe: ilan wvalkir: o tow.ns the nlcw bock Lo the NDP,

0e Uc-uizitdor's Communts Once the scerriiy element tecomus "mino-
shv® scire 1ess of nreducticn i3 dneviteble, The lous entting con move
ahecd frster than one o two bull blados con make 2 iew rond for s.cucity
vehicles and the wlous nust wail for sseuriiv te c.ic. up, I the sccuraiy
climeit werdd senent 2. cleaved any nath thit a Jis had just passed over,
procuction could “o grzatly iacrecsed,

EDWIN HEISSE
cpr, CE
Conmarndany
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LsPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WLTH SiGINEEn COMPALY (IU) 620 ENGINEER BAITALIWN
APG San Francisco 90491

Yes. KA 29 npril 1971

Lommanding (fficer
62d rngineer sattalion
WTIN: GBL-3

1. The following is an after iction Report fcr the Xuimn Loe Sut operation
in which the %4th Ihgineer Coapany (1G) participatea awing the period
8 harch 1971 to 22 Acril 1971.

a. Wame of (perztion: Xuan Loc Cut.

b. Ekroject uircutive No.: 185-5684-0-20.

c. Dater of trer.tion: 8 harch 1971 to 22 April 1971,

d. Terrain: M:diwu to heavy jungle, Uneven luxv swrfzce with,nany
kills, gullics, streums, ravines, swawpy are.s. '

e. Soil:s &5% ;ood hard soil, 25% silty, 10¥ rocky.

f, Wweathex: Hct, humdil, wathk nv rain.

te Llocaticm: % squire kileueter area in @uan Zuwan Loc recicn,
bordered oh: North Ly hignway QL 1 and o kxct by hishwey LTw 15.
Actual vouni.ries were itorth-South zrid lines YT 33 - 42, and
Bast-West grida lines YT (C - YT Oeo.

2. nission: (1) Tc deny the eneLy use of an urea v-unded vy Last- kest
grid lines YT U0 -~ YT 06 and nort:-South grid lines
YT 33 - YT 42,
(2) Strip cuts arow.ud key locations reve Lo be rade prior
to ground troops moving in and sweeping them,

3. Task Organizatiou: !

a. COmxénnd Headquarters: o2d ingineer Battalion, APU San Francisco
0491,

b. Urganigetional Unit: S34th magineer Company (IC).

c. Supporting Units: (1) 8 - 22 March, 3/22 Inf, 25 Infantry Division
with Mech Attuchments from 1/5 hech Inf aid two Thai Kifle Lompanes.

(2) 22 harch tbru 22 april, 2 Trocps of hoyal

Thai armwiord Cuvalry, 2 Thai kifle Goupanies.

L. Intelli.ence: Most of the valuable intezlligeice informutiun was uthered
by neighooring wnts. The eneiy ou most accasions chose to leave his positions
without fightin. for thew. 7The neighboring units were wble, in muny cuces to
kill or cayture the eney perscniel driven out by the $84th. n several oc-
casions tie Gu,th also recorded enemy hia's throwh the us¢ of harassment and
irterdiction Artillery fire and uir strikes called in on arecs ol contuct.
Intelligence reports received prior to tie start of the oper:tion indic:ted
tie prinery eneny wilts operating in the arec were wmembers of the 274th liVa
Infantry hegiuent. fThe area was belived to contuin the hepiment.d neusd-
guerters and elenents of three cdditional ‘battalions oi the 2/4tn., Their
cafabilities included «ttucks by suwill arws, autoiatic we:;ous, U-4C and

I;.P(ﬁ hecoilless rifle and iudirect weupons fire. Sumury of Contacte

ollows:

Ae  GUBLS at Y1 3ul0L4: Founa and destroyca o burnkers, 4 £i.-hting
Incl 5 }ositions, ,,3?
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be 1104510 at Y& 3000062 1L 28 cut wires to 5 1b chicom nine
hooked up with wires, flashlight butt.ries to B~4C booster.
kine dismantled b: securit; forces,

C. 153320 at IT 372C15: PFound 8 bunkers, 3oUU rounds of k-60
anmo,

d. 151855 at YT 301027: .etween 12 and 20 mortur rounds hit the ¥F.
v Wla, 1 KIa froo S84th , 12 Y14 & 1 KIa from US Security,
Comuo Van destrcyed and Hese Van damuged.

e. 171530 at YT 361054: Found 8 bunker comples and 1 VC KIi.

f. 181030 at YT 361012: Found and destroyed 17 bunkers,

g. 191500 at YT 300020: Found one bunker 7 x 1 x 2 meters with
13 £t overhead cwver.

h. (1090 at YT 355018: Found and destroyed 3 ounkers, negative
recent use. .l1so found one hootch at swme location,

i. 121315 at YT 362007: Found beoby traped 105 round, which was
later blown in place by security.

Jo 121130 at YT 392027: Found two burkers recentl: used, with 13
foot overhead cover,

ke 1214X at YT 4L04020: (ne round 75 mm KHecoiless rifle fire
received in cut, nc casuaslties or duusge.

1, 121630 at YT 4LOLOD: Fourd five new occuped bunkers.

m. 13100 at IT LULO1E: Keceived 3 rounds of 75 1 aiG srall arces
fire. negative cusualties ar damuge.

n. 140930 at YT 407020: Found 20 newly made bunkers and got a body
count of 2 VU KIa{S as ¢ result of air strike previous dey.

0. 150520 at YT 4U502,: hed contaci in the cut. IG 24 hit by KFG,
operator injured with daiage to vehicle,

p. 151515 at YT 40502 : Recon after air strike found 2 VC KIAi's

g. 1611X at 402030: Found 3 recently used bunkeis aid 2 VC KIA's,

r. 1711105 at IT 375047: Llead plow took siall arue fire, negative
casualties, negative dunmage,

S 171500 at YT 403u25: Discovered 20 fresh bunkers, heavily
rei.forced, with overhead cover and doors, Bunkers conmtained
large amounts of food, unensile, end soue docwenis., Found one
RFG roud, °

t. 171605 at YT 377045: Found and destroyea one 50C lb boub also
found one VC vody, approxiuwut-ly ore month old.

u. 181645 at YT 370052: Found 10 fresh vurkers occupied with in
last five rndnutes,

Yo 181300, at Y] 403023: Security-forces sweeping recent contuct area .

discovered 10 new bupkers and two VC KI. approxim:tely two to
three days old.

w. 201015 at YT 403030: Found and destroyed 11 new bunkers,

X, 211110 at YT 3$5045: Found and destroyed é new iunkers, Found
one KEG round, two lb rice, utensile aud clothing.

Concept of Uperution:

as On 8 rurch 1971 tice entire coupany ioved fron Long vith to the
inteisection of L 1 and uTL 25 where the" were met by securit,
frow the 1/5 hech Inf, 25th Division. They were the: escorted to
theunload point KT 343052 wiiere the plows were .nlo.ced. The
first LDP was set up st YT 361029, They stujed at tris loc:tion
15 days,

b. The coupany srrived at ti.e second [IDP located at YT 395023 on
23 varch 71, They cut from there for the next 14 days.

c. The third RUF was set up ot YT 383030 where the company wus
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based until the end of the oferation 22 april 7t.

The last cutting dey wos 21 april, Freper.tion wes aade to drop belly
pens and 1ull maintenince be for returning to long dinh. Un the
sorning of 22 apral all ecuipuent wes lo.ded onto lowbous &t YT
343052, a.d tie com.ny returncd to loig Binh.

oAministration wnd Logistic:

8. hations: jutions were trucked from Long binh to Be.r (Cst, then
airlifted b, chinook to the HUP, liot "i® rations were served for
Lreakfast and supper. "“C" rotions vere supplied for dinaer,

b. amanition: Supplied Ly widt Keur Letaclment.

¢. IcL. Fuel resupplied by security elemeit. Uil resupplied by
Univ Hecr Detachieit and Security.

d. Unfcrm and uquipment: Suppiied by Unit Neur Detzchuent,

e. hepair Farts: Supplieu vy Unit he: r Detactise:t, Some 5.6 and
578 parts were supplied by security.

f. dater: airlafted by Chinook to NLF from peur Cot.

hesuits:
(o) Fricidly wosses
{1) Fersonuel
(a) 1US RIa 20 US .l (see para d, n, Intelligunce)
(b 2 Theis injured i1n accide.ts (Une by D= hitting FC, Onc
by tree hitting 1C.

(2) 2quipsent:
(a) Miscellaneous Fersonul Gesr.

{bj 1 incident of Us equipeit hit by KFG, resulting an dumage
to pbow (sce pere n, Intellegence)

(b) wLne.y Losces:

(1) lersonnel:
(a) 10 VC Kla as result of contact, in air strikes.
(see para e,n,0,r,8,u, Intclligence)

() uperatiomal Statistics:
(1) Totcl Days of Operstion: 46
(2) Totul Cuuting Days: 4l
(3) Total Acres Cut: 3948
(&) averu.e prlows/uuwr: 17.8
(5) uverage Acres/Day: 89.7
(6) average Acres/Flow/uay: 5.0

Commanders Cow..ents and Lessons Learned:

as & basic problem encountered during the first part of the opeiition
was the introauction of # different overlay a.d cutting plan by
by tie original securit; forces (25ti EInf Livision). wlile the
plan was tectically scund in thet it provided for brecking the
are. into sections by cutting strips, it proved to be unfessiole
due to the terrain., The ares was laced with numerous ravines,
streass and steep ridpes ad the plows had grent difficulty cutting
in most placus, a8 tie rough terrain continued to t. ke its toll
on acres, nu.xrous alternatives were proposed vy the L.ne Clcuring
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Camuandcr yet ench of tiese wns igiored 2:d tie second overlay 7";
uas adiered to. 1hus cost o tie.endous swmount of acres in the ?
oversll anzlysis anu w.s a situation th.it could hzve veen avoided
with 2 litile more cooperation. Kecouw.end that iu future operation
the land clearing coma:nder be givin couplete control of the
cutting to iucludé where, when, and how - within security licdta-
tions, of course.

(n this oper:ztion, the 984th was scrverely haspered by being
culled uzon to detich a platoon and send it to another loc:tion
for a period of twe weeks., The effects were obvicus, not unly
in loss of acreage at tiie #Main cut, but «1so in incressed -
maintenance proble.s e:countered by huving to sujport two widely
seperatod elements. It has bees proven tiue and again that

¢ Lamd Cleuring Compuny operating as a whole can produce 20 - 30
percent wore acre:pge with a higher plow availubility rate then
it can with elemente in different locctions. Suggest the whole
idea be geven a thorough re-evaluction aad where sinll »re-s of
500 = 1000 zeres require cutting, scid the whole corruny to do
tae job in » few d y5 r<ther than comudt one pl.toon for an
extended periOG.

With the extrewely hilly terrain enccuntened on t is oper-tionm,

a severe problem arose with tractors constartly throwing tracks.
Wnile trying t. cut along slopes and ridges. Fart of the problen
wes treced to incorrect tr.ck tersion, .ut it wce learned that
cutting struight up and down the slopes insteod of clong thew
just .bout eli.in.ted the problem, This proved to ce a slower
metiiod of cutting, yct proved .ore efficient in .he long run

as less ti1acks were thrown ond sore plows were aviilible for

cutting, .

anuther provlen aicountered wis in the time and ccres lost ofter
an enesy contact in the cut. Plows removel and reargonizetion
proved to be iast .rd ¢fficient, yet msny hours weve lost while
artillcry, gunshi;s anc air strikes were put in ihe contzct area.
On subsccucnt days, two or three different ure.s in the sa.e
genersl vicinity were chosern us cuttiug locutions and if contuct
w. & wade in one arwp, the plows were regrouped and cutting begun
in another arca while rc.ation continued in the first, This
proved to seve luch valuable time resulting in incre.sed acres.

| .
2.- \L ~ent
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CFT, CL

Coumanding
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DEPARTMEMT OF THE ARMY
984TH BIGIMEER GOMPANY (IC) 62D EAGIMERR BATTALLO::
AP0 San Prancisco 96451

AGHG-%64

Cammending Ufficer R00
624 sngineer oattrlion wo't Ree

AT KGLC-3

1o The following is on atter action heport f.r the Nhon 1rzch opersti.n in
which the first platoon of the 4th shgincer Company (i) portieipated during
the period 18 parch, to 3 April, 1471,

a. kume cf Operaticn: thon Trach Cut.

b. Project Directive No: 146-5685-0-20,

c¢. Dates of Operation: 18 rarch, 1971, to 3 arril, 1971.

d. Terrzin: Light to heavy jungle, uneven land surfaex with sherp ridges,
decp ravines.

e. Soil: 708 gocd hurd suil, 20% silty, 10U rocky.

f. Weather: Hot, hundd, with no rain.

g, locati.n: an arez in bien Hoa district, Nhch Trach Frovince bordering
a populated arec at thu Hoi. This is South of iTu 25 and west of oL
15. actual boundsries were botween Best-West grid lines Y5 89 and
North-South grid lines 15 G5 - IS 10,

29 april, 1971

2. Task Urganizaticn:

a. GCamend Hesdguarters: 62d dnginecr Battaliun, AFO S=n Frencisco 96491
b. Orycnizatioml Unit: First Flsto.n, $B4th kngineer Coupen; (IC).
c. Suppcrting Units: (1) First Platom, 1/5 iech Inf, 25th Infantry
le. B Divisi mn.
(2) Regionol forces from the Nhon irueh District.

3. Intelligence: BEneagy forcee in the Ihoa Trach rcgion eonsisted of local
VG regulars anc a Sapper unit, with smnlli aras, RFG, =nd indircct fire cape
ability. The enemy on most occ:sions chosc t. l:ave his positiins without
fighting for them. A summnry of c:ontacts and finds vy the 984th foliows: .

a. 181320 ot ¥YS O56478: IL 4 kit » bouoby trap. Negative d acege,
negative injuries,

0. 11400 at Y5 060675 Found 22 binkers 5.x 5 x § fe:t with 13 feey
overhead cover, pstiunte octivity within the last 30 minutes by
approxiintesy 5 VU. Found 5 lbs, of {dccuments, .n- typewrit.r,
assorted clothing, tood, eating utensils.

c, 181600 2t Y Go2.73: Fiund o Lunkers approximavely two renths old,

b x5x4 feet,

d. 181730 at YS 0o3876: IC 3 hit a uine, which initicted contact.
Negative damge, negitaive injurics on the ground. Lol guiding cut
received one hit. bstimate 25 VO, Found 2 FPU rcunde, 50 vnch
5 cal omao, 75 rounds M-QU, one US elsymore, frag gremades, clothing,
eating uteusils, Found 12 bunkers 2 x 5 x 0 tee!, with two .-t Lver-
head cover,

€. 150030 at Y5 069677: Found 27 bunkers used within list 24 h.urs.
5% 5x5 feet uith 1} foct cvurhend cover. Also found 3 peund of
docuents,
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£fo 151115 at Y6 068875: - Contact with 3 V. kesults 1 VC KIA,

g. 151415 at 15 070873s Found ane 750 1b, bcab, which wis loter blowm in
place by B0 team

he 191430 at 1S 071673¢ Uncovered 7 bunkers 4 x 5 x 4 fect, 24 hours old "
used by fcur tu seven VC,

i. 21415 at 15 055878: Found medical supplies. Included 200 viles.
located in tunnel 45 ft x 3 ft in diaueter, Fuund 10 bunkers 4L x 5 x §

1 foct overhead cover. Bunkers approx 13 manths old.

Jo 21100V at YS 068868: IC 3 hit adne,negative du.mnge, negutive injury.

ke 221115 at 073866s Pound 4 bunkers 3 x 4 x 4 feet, four mnths old.

1. 230930 at Y5 883057t Found 6 bunkers 3 x4 x 5 feet and list of
medicel supplies

B, 28130 at Y5 881058: Found 155 arty round.

ne 21315 at Y5 073872: Found 8 bunkers o x 6 x 4 feet with three fcet
overhead cover, Ten to fifteei persomnel using bunkers wiithin last
four dcys. (ne 75 mm round booby trap found near bunkers. Booby trap
and bunkers destro,ed.

O 250910 at Y8 063873: Found three tunnel type bunkers 5 x 5 x 4 with .
3 fect overheud cover, '

pe 200950 =t YIS 075869: Fournd one grenade bouby trap, destroyed by IC 7
with negotive dnmage, negative injuries. Sauww locutiun found thre:
slecvping positicns, two 50cal cans of rice, two cantewns, one track
detonator, Fositios used within lcst 48. hours, )

g B2 at YIS O7TMe8: IL 10 detanated a booby trap with negetive
d:mage, negative injurics., Same locztiin found two laWs, two pounds
of docuients, two fighting positions.

r. 291630 at YS 065860: 10 4 detunated wne bocby tiap, negative dumge,
minor injuries tc¢ Victnarese interpreter. Same loc tin found two
bunkers cnd one tunnel.,

8. 3%630 at Y8 063874: One 750 1b boub wes found, EOD team blew it in
piace.

t. 310855 at ¥S (97877: Found 8 bunkers approx 2 weeks old, 4 x 6 x &
with 13 feet overhead cover.

u. 011530 at YS 058884: IC 3 hit booby trasp, Negetive damage. Operator
received minor schrapncl wounds in back. Trested at site,

v. 021030 at ¥S 098868: L 4 hit booby trep with negative dunsge,
negative injuries

b ddssivn: Nuuber 1
To deny the eneny use of an ares bounded by iust-West
grad lines YY 80 - 9% and North-bouth grid lines YS 05-
1S 10.
Huuber 2.
To destrcy winc or booby trap devices, which have denied
friendly units s:fe entry into this sre:.

5. Concept of Operation: With security provided by 1lst plt 1/5 kech 1lnf
25 Div, '

2. OUn 18 harci. 1971 the first platoon nwved out from Long Binh to L 15
and continued South tu ITL 20. They cut straight out to Y5 057873
where the first NDP wus set up, The plows then muved northward to the
woodline, where they buegun cutting at 13 15 hours.,

b. Because of intelligence that a Sapper unit was in the 2reun, the unit
moved to YS Co3860 on the afternoon of 23 l.arch, 1971, «fter cutting
in the merning.

c. OUn 4 April, 1971, 1st pit 4th Engineers traveled tu Y5 (77878 where
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the pluws were  loaded vitc lowouys »nd taken back to the remainder
of the cumpany in iuun we Frovinece,

0. Comaander Gumnnts

a8, hadio cosamication with he > Detuchm:nt wes merginal. (n two occasions
the rear could nct be rencincu at all, clemnts which ore criticcl to
the success of the wissicn, to incluac the use of 2 LOH in guiding tne
cut and POL supply, did nut mect tne needs of the land clearing unit.,
tn unlevel terrain it is afton necessery that a Il be un ¢:11 bor a
totsl of between 4 and 5 hours 5 d-y. In actual prectice, there were
occasiuns when it wus not availible when meeded, ur availzble for s
Little as - 5 minutes a duy.

b, The kegional Forces left auch to be desired, Despite repe.ted
wamings thuy often chased animrls with h-16's right in cuong the plow
as they cut. On onc occasion a plow set off ¢ mine, injuring &
Victnzuese who wns on the ground neurby. They were detrimental to
worale as inpicated by cascs of theft, involving camras, radiocs,
softdrinks, i wristwatch,

7. lessons Lierned:

.-4  The mest effective use of home Plows is wn a cempiny size scale.
The use of just one pletcoin results in more difficulty mrint :ining,
repairing, anma supplyin; ;srts for ccuipment. The oficctiveness
is jeapardiged through a longur timc nessuss:ry to cumplete the
missicn, less chance of recerding cnemy KIS's, and poorer security
in the unit area of cutting,

b This ultimetely aficcts not conly the platoun sige cut, but the
cffectiviness of the remninder of the company. hecommend a thorough

reecvaluztion of the practice of splitting up a cumpaeny to hondle
two uissions sirmltincously,

8. Results H

a. Friendly Jos-es
(1) Fersovanel:

(a) 1 US wounded by vuuby trap (sce paragraph u, Intclliigence)
(b) "1 Vienamese wounded by buoby trup (se. pers.raph r, Intele
ligence)
(2) acquipmnt:

(a) iiscellineous persunal geur., otolun by kF's

(b) &sight incidents of bS coupuent hittmg adnes (negetive
damnge in all cuscs)
b, knemy lcsecs

(1) Personnel:
(a) OUne VG KIA by direct contoct (see paragrarh d, lntelligince)

(b) 22 VC Kla nnd < POW »s » rcsult of blecking forces in the
two weck period.

(2) Uther Lossec:

(1) Sce p.rograph a thru v, (Intclligonce).
(b) bunkers: 11C
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9. hduinistratica aad Logistic:

o et

113
‘-p‘.l tl\udl stx tistiCS- v
Totul d=ys of opcr:tion: 18
Totul vutting Days: 17
Tot:1l acres cuts 527
averege Flowfloy: 6.8
average acres Day: 31,0
aversge acrcs/ Flww/Day: L.6

Kotions: Supplicd by sceurity turck fron Frensel Joncs to DF,
"ut rations were servid for breakfast and supper. C raticns were
supplicd for dinmer,

Amanition:  Supplicd by Unit Rear Dotochment, sceurity

FOL: Fucl and ©il resupplied by sccurity element.

Uniform :nd Bquipucnt: Supplicd by Unit xexr Detachmait, -
hepeir Ports:  oupplicd by Unit Renr Detachnent

dWater: Supplivd by sceurity clemnt, trucked cut from C‘.np Frengzel
Jones

Hot

\

/ // |
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chcua a. HULLENDOWE
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HA




. ————— et riny e oo

DEPARTMIR OF TIE ARNY
HEADQUARTERS 62D ZFGINERR BATTALID!
AP0 San Franciscs 95491

I3 0 Iirch 1971

SUIECTs Socondsry Growth Contrcl Equipnent dencrt,

THWs Cownaning Officar
159th Enginsar Group
APO 96491

T0: Cormanding Cfficar
20th Enzineor Brigade
APG SF 96431

1, Reference: DF .VAil-MD, U5 Army Vietnan, subjoct: Land Clezarina,
2, This report is submittal in ccaplianco with thoe abcva refuraco,
3. Chronilogical saquonce cf ovonts;

8, 9 lloverbsr 1970=62nd inzinsor Bn recisve? 2ea Renie Plcws on?
Disc Harrows, :odel TYH,

by 1516 Hovaubar 1970~ Harrows assembled an! inspactad,

¢, 15 liarch 1971~ Evaluaticn toan dejartad Lonz Binh for testing
site 5 kiloneters SW of Long Thanhs XT 180379, Taam consistol =f 1
officor, 1 senicr NCO, 2 o.orat:rs, a coock, laa, bullblads, an! tho
D9 Disc larrow,

d, 19 iarch 1771~ Tost w2s suspandod We ¢~ the broak 1rwn ¢f the
disc harrow, Tean raturmed t- Lonz Binh on 29 ilarch 1571,

k, Persormel ani Iqui;ment noedad to ccniuct test and evaliaticn,
a, Personnels;
(1) orc
(2) ncoIc
(3) 2 D9 Ozerators(62220)

Incl 7
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5T3JECT: Secondary Growth C-atrcl Equi rient da;:-rt,

(4) 1D7 O:erater(62E22)
(5) 1 Cock
b, Equiprent:
(1) 1 D% Rcne Plow )
(2) 1 Zome iodal TYH Disc Harrow
(3) 1 D72 Tractor with 2:11dcz:r Blade
(4) 1 PRC 25 Radio
5 Test and lIvaluation:

a, Procoturas: The D9 Ryie Plow was loslod on a 59 tcn Lodal trailer
ani movad to the cutting sito Wy an 6378 Tractor, The Disc Harrow was 1
lcaded cn a 25 ton tractcr trailer and :iovald by a 10 ton tracter, Roals
travelad were all twe lans asphalt rcalds and tha equipriont wes of loadel
at tha side of ths road 1539 wot-rs frem the actusl cuttiny site, ik [robe-
loms wore encountoroed in loading or of7lsading the equipnent, Ths taen movaed
t> the cuttiny sit: with sceuritr ani eonstructsd their I'DP, Tha2 arca bo
bz cut vas seloctad nore for the tactical siynificane: than fer specific
tosting of the Harrow, Vegataticn in the cut consist1 cf hoavy, ianss ban-
bony up to 14 Ft, in hoizht, with cecasicnal serubd brush wix.?! with the bon-
bee, The s~il was a iry and sandy lcan,

b, Jdvaluati~n: Prodiuction for the first lay ws lcw brerus: the tractor
anl harrow Ycean: stick niar = ricepaly arsz, Tho harrow wis discnnactad
from the “low ard the D was axtract:? by 2 D7 22 Plows, ‘rcducticen in-
cresszd on th2 sacend lay of cperstion, A lar;e trace was laii mt anl the
D) wont crcnd ths trace for approxinatsly 8 h-urs rosviting inl? acras
for 1 davs cutting, The cutpat fertho third lays evtting wes idontical to
tha sacond days cut, On tha frurth cutting day tho ylow nrvil int> xtronaly
dense Hamzee with 14 starps romaining €ron osn 12 loc:ing oporaticn, 4
honrs of enttiv: wors ecmpl st hof~r tha drawhar swivil hroke <hon the
fr-nt :ony cerrior strick a l.rzo sturyp, The project wes sus.cnicl at that
tins »ni tho sqni mont raternal to Leny 3inh,

(2) Produetions Tha D9 Disc Harrow averass 10 acrss for ona corplote
cuttin+ 4ay in hoavy Sarhes,

(3) Effretivonass: The Herrsw was offictive in cuttin- - ian harbnro
one~mtorad in tho first tw~ lays of cutting, The antir. 1 ntiwns lostroyod
nd tho ronf stucturc was 1mas.1, The nech nical adjustints frr theoffe
sct bor and th: drawber wors pro sot in the iddls positi ns, The hawrew
ws cp.axd 2nd clos+¢ v & hydr lie ran and al! ertting was '-n: in the
conplztaly cpmil positi~n, Vari-us sottings ~f this cp:nin, wor: tastold,
howavor tha maxiner: op.ning vas the :iost satisfact-ry, Tho tractcr was
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3.3=3 3" izreh 1771
S13JCTs  Soccndary Grewth Contrel gui:mant e ort,

(3) Operated in first zcar for al) cuttin: e t~ ths l.nsitr of the
vazataticn and to tho wresmee of sturs and clay meurnls,

(4) Enviromontal Limitati-ns: Ths D9 Tractors and Harrow sh:vll net e
oparatad near soft wat aro-s such as rice radiics, When the tract r onl
harrew are working in a cit vith Yomb: cratirs or lry stream "eds, cantion
shzuld bo usad hocsuse the zlow an! harrow woul!l 1ot stuck in  an awstaclo
that weulld nat, normally, Y. trcubls for thy e Jlow cperating 2lons,
‘‘hen the Harrow hacausa stuck a D7 wes roquir>! t~ pull tho harr-u hack
whils the D9 walkad cut of the ditch, Stumps also pr-vidod difficulitis
in the oporatircn <f the Jisc harrcw, Senc of ths sturps weuld bHo pill.:d out
ef th: grcund and hoermo ladg:2 bstwe.n the twe zonzs, ¥hen this happnal
the plow oparat~r weuld try to acnipulate the harrew to roacve ths sty or
a szeend tractor with a vihich 1oald snatch the stump cut f the hore~r,

(5) Maintenancz Raquirarmmnts for tho Oisc MHarrcws: The harrow r-v.l
t> be a rigzad rioes of nochin.ry, Although thz Zravhar brek:, the harrew
was baing uscd in terrain which wealil bo mere ffectivzly cl:ar.! with
dcme Plew blad s, Tho hydr-lic systen foncti-nadin a saticfactory :v:nnor,
L-bricaticn ani tizhtanin: of nuts was perfornad aftor cach days cutting,
The nut locls woere Mfficult tc rausve because the cap s:erews Lecaio roundai,
or wern by stricking rocks, One difficulty in cporating the lise harrow,
that was causod by ths design of the harrew, was tha frent -angarrior,
Tha rizht side ¢f tha front jang carrisr protruded intc ths uncut bome
boo and would snag 1arze cluaps of uneat banmboc scattered throngh-ut the
cut, If the right sile of ths front yang carri:r werc taporal this oparition
and they hecrnd demagzd and “ont by stwwyps, Thay sheuld So rerove? for the
Iry scascn, and replaced wtln necist scil conditicn roguirs their usc,

6, The Overall Evalation of tha Disc Harrow,

a, The llome Plow Disc Hnrrow was modsratsly effsctive in claaring s:eondary
growth, 1,6, danse hardeo,

b, Bomh crators and litch.s slow produecticon becauss axtraction ~f tractor
and harrew is tine consuning,

¢, Storgs bacanme snagg.d “otwoon frent and rear eangs and hed o be ro-
noved,

4, Acreczo cut was lowor than the the acr-age tho DS Rome Fler rould havo
accomplishal without the harrow,

NoT REPRODUCIBLE

o5~

2 et Sl 2Ry Se T




8G2B-3 3" iarch 1971
SUBJECT: Secondary Growth Control Equipmant Roport, .

e, Conclusions:

~
——
7o)
3

{1) Tha D9 Disc Harrcw wes effoctive in cutting heavy bahoo, howaver
the out;ut of the D9 Harrow was appr-xinatly 1/2 of tha outiut of the D9
Reme Flow with blade,

(2) Optiun cutting can bo accomplishod in largs flat araas whore
stuaps, gullios, or bomd craters few in nunber

FOR THZ COMMARDER:

L.D, STUART
LT, CE
Miutant
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