UNCLASSIFIED

AD NUMBER

AD873660

NEW LIMITATION CHANGE

TO

Approved for public release, distribution
unlimited

FROM
Distribution authorized to U.S. Gov't.
agencies and their contractors;
Administrative/Operational Use; 15 MAY
1966. Other requests shall be referred to
Assistant Chief of Staff For Force
Development [Army], Attn: OT UT,
Washington, DC 20310.

AUTHORITY

OAG, D/A 1ltr, 29 Apr 1980

THIS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED




~

ADS73660

t >_
oo

z ()]

i ()]

: LLi

. - —i

‘ ("“2 i

=

;C; é ,

xg-‘.' —

i

|

i

|

[

HEADQUART:RS W’) '
.
5TH HOVITZER BATTALICH, 277 ARTILLERY | N DEXED

APO San Francn.sco 96347

AVADF-A A 15 May 1966
// i

SUBJECT: lstter of Transmittal ’ Z<//

TO: Cormianding General

1st Bde, 10lst Atm Div
APO US Forces 96347

Transmitted herewith are three copies of the Operaticnal Report on
lessons learned for the period of 1 January 1966 to 30 April 1966 es
required by HQS I Field Force Vietram Regulation 525-1 dated 19 4pril

1966.
FOR THE CCOMMANDER:
3 Incls . GERALD A. KA’ o
as Capt, Arty ¢
Adjutant ,
| : ¢ /‘\/ ~
AVaiD=C (15 May 1966) 1st Ind

IR, Qst BRIGADE, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION, ai0 US FORCIS 963L7 25 ay 1956
T0: Commandirg General, I FFCRCEV, AP0 US FOREIS 96210

FOR THZ COrMAMNDLER: .
-~ . - - A‘

v " -

: fo0uNY G. RICUARDSCH
2 Incls I

> Cact, ASYL
1w/d A3t a3
.
}/
L
UNCLASSIFIED REPORT
DISTRIBUTION NO FOREIGN WITHOUT APPROVAL OF
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF FOR FORCE DFVELOPMENT
(ARMY) ATTN: FOR OT UT, WASHINGTON, N.C. 20310
| &
— - 0 "
Vs




Best
Available
Copy




HEADJUARTERS
S5TH HOJITZER BATTALICT 270 AxTILILRY
APO San Francisco 96347

AVADF-G ’

SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned (ICS CSGPO-23 (X1)

’

TOs See Distribution

SECTION I
SIGNIFICANT ORGANIZATICH OR UNIT ACUIVITIES

1. Personnel:

a. During the month of January the baittalion lost through cxriraiion
£ term of service two (2) officers and nineiy-cne (91) cnlisted pen. A4t the
end ol January enlisted replacements were not present to fill 2il the veoconcies
created by these losses. The assigned strength of the battalion dron
four hundred and sixty-one (461) enlisted persomnel., Cfficer replacencs
ever did arrive for the two officers that rotated. In the monil o Feb:

the projection of our losses to the middle of the month without resla

would have given the batlaelion an assigned strenzth of three hundred
nine (379) enlisted men. By the sixth of February when our igned
vent down to 449 enlisted persounel the replacement s*tu°*"on began

o ke
crucial. It was determined that the replacenents we nod on orders were
diverted to other units upon arrival in country. Corziend letters vere
out through channels which brought the problen to the citention of
ment station., The problenm was 1nmcd1aoe1y 2lleviated and by 16 =
assigned strength of the battalion was two (2) over thz cuthorizerl
four hundred and eighty-six enlisted personnel. TIrexn znat tixe
ment system has continued to operate efficicatly. OCne nw
replacements were received from the fiftecnth of Februcry to the end of [mxil

bs In the area of persomnel services Icw ~\“o‘*lc
Religious services have generally been conducted ”v~llj
situation prevented the presence of the chaplains., 1=
from fair to excellent depending upon the transrory: il
availability of a Post Liichange has had 2 slizat elf..:
troops; however, the necessities such as cocp, cizarcy

s

¢
1\‘-/,

blades, etc., have been available through sundry paciious.

vices field, magazines and pocket books have been made
Movies have been available only in limited quantities U
Services Office. Stars and Stripes ave only avallalle
usually several days late.

-~
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Possibly the zreatest mora e probler has been that beer and soft drinks are

available in vary limited q antities. Jdefrigerction is not available to cool

these dripks. The only cool nt available is ice “hnt st be purchnsed off

the Teonl econony and many taies tids is in creendingly ciors supply. Taking

cil Urens into consideration te norale oi the wa’t has continued to be

execeilent,

ce In the area of Ql.%c Action this unit nas had several projects
duriang the reporting period. 7he.o projects have hod 2 ;reat inflvence in
gaining the suppori and confidence ¥ the local Vietnamesc. In F ebruary the
Battalion Surgeon started holding sic call and conducting classes in health
and sanitation in the Refugee Cemp of Den Tac near Tuy Hoa, Republic of Vietnam.
To this date he has treated over five hundred (500) Vietnamese for = mulitude
ailneris. Yhile conducting siclt call he also instructed several of the young
wemen ‘n the village so they could assist hinm in a nurses capacity. Also,
threigh this trailning they are better able Lo assist their own prople. 3Besides
“re nmedieal assistance glven the Vieinemese reople, this battalion has been
#5718ting in the teaching of IEnglish in the Tuy Hoa High School. One officer
spexnds two morning hours at the high school Monday through Friday. Classes
ere held only for those students who have cro:sn inglish as their primary
foreln language. :

2. In%ellipence:

' a. Throughout Operations SEFFERSCH, VN SUREN, ZARRISGH end
FILLIORE, this unit ccordinated and received intelligence informaticn fron
ths below listed coursss:

(1) 47th Infantry Regiment (ARVN)

{2) 23 Xoreon Marine Brigade

(3} 1st Irigade, 101st Airborne Division

» v = > - -
{4) 3eztor Cperstions end Intellirence Center, Tuy Eoa.

L. H . .. . N - .

4 b, The irie.’ 7orce received was used to prepare an extensive
ha~assing and interi’ cii.n fire vrosran on Viet Cong avenues ol approach,
roues of withdrawali, .n...n. and suspected enemy locations. Intelligrence
wes ntilized extensively in all artillery fice plaraiing, convey novenents

& airmoble operations. Jdclicopter pilots were briefed as to svoid enemy

& «matic weapon positiors cnd areas of smell amm flzine.
2~ Operations:s During the reporiing period, this tetv: ic.. pariticina.e.
3o ine Uodloviang opersvioms in the Tuy Hoa area.

a~ Operation JEITERSON:

01T January 1966, Battery B, 5th Howdiitzer Betteliorn, «7ih Az tillery, wes In
tho .+ Lum area prior to the operation. Ieadguarters . .tery and Dattery ©
wotcT narched from Phan Rang (Base Camp) to Cam Ranh Do il completed the nove
e N Joa by C-130 alrcraft on 5 January 1966, Lo signi % cant rroblems were

encot Yered durlng this move.
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(2) The organization for ccmbab dwring this operation was as
follows: Headquarters Battery, Battery B, and Zottery C,. Iatiery B, 1st
Battelion 30th Artillery was wunder operational ccuntrol of the 5tk Hovitzer
Battalion, R27th Artillery.

(3) This battalion headqueriers Jormed the nucclius <
Support Coordination Certer (CSCC) Durin: Cserauion . on
. - -~ < e .y~ \
of the CSCC was to coordinate the fire nower ¢f all - ~v (T3, G, iR,

navel gun fire, air strikes and Army Avicition with o
elements (1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Divisicn, 2nd .
Brigade, and 47th Infantry Regiment, Army Depublic of

al T a -~ .ryaa e

L JCOLCES Itiguver
- N s

LLoren sorine

N

vavtalion

adninistratively supported the CSCC persomnel :ith d iiving
quarters, vehicles and drivers and all types of egulpzent and cuspliec. in

addition the battalion was responsible forthe fire sup=ori coordination elenent
that coordinated all the artillery of the Iree liorld Forcea.

(4) Direct and assault fire, utilizing naval munfire wes exmployed
to destroy caves. This special technique wroved to be very effective. In

addition Battery C, 5th Howitzer Battalion, 27th Ariillery, fired a demonstretion
of a 105rm howitzer trajectory for the benefit of all aviators.

be Operation VAN BUREN:

(1) The operation commenced on 17 January 1966 and terainabed
ar . in is perio the betitalion »nroviied Tire sunvor
21 Febru 1966, Dur this p d, the batital L b
to the 2nd Republic of Korea Marine Drigade, the 47th Tsrudlicz o

Regiment and the 1st Drigade, 101st Airborne Divisicn.
conbat was the same as in Operation JEFFERSCI, 7The batticiion ob
fire from 1200 hours, 20 Januwary 1966 to 1300 hours, 23 Jemuary
the Republic of Vietnan TET celebration.

(2) Again this battalion hed a dusl missicn duriarg
One, to provide the command and comtrol for the orjeniz ond

and secondly %o function as a Fire Support Coordination
acconplish this mission, the battalion fire direction zcui
and all fire direction capabilities were assw:ied Ly the oz

(3) During this entire operation, the battolicn
autonomously. All batteries were given separate missions
Republic of Vietnam and Republic of Korea Artillery aadl 3a

30th Artillery was in general support 1st Brigzade, 101zt

vehicles to Tuy Hoa and Hieu Xuong District to assiot
transporting the harvested rice.
¢e Operation HARRISQN:
(1) Operation HARRISCU comenced 27 Ioiwrirry o). Ler o sonued
on 24 March 1966, The orgaenization for comirt ¢l T. . buun. s o3 folleiny
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Headquarters Battery, Battery B and Battery €. During orst of the operation

Battery B had the mission of direct sunpori to the 1st .attalion, 327th Infantry

and for chort periods was in direct susnori of 4 Tvoo , 2d Squadron, 17th Cavalry.
(2) 7he nost simmificant activities duria t"is reporting period

wera:

(a) On 27 February 1965 Latter 3, 5:ix llowiitzer Dattalion,
27th Artillery, fired two missions on Vict Cons in the omen resuliinz in 15
killed in action (body count).

(b} On 4 larch 1066, Batter~ 3, 5th [owitzer atta.mn, 27th
Artillery, fired on a reinforced Viet Cong T.mpany resulting in 55 ifilled in
action (body count) and 35 killed in actir. (estimate).

(¢) On 6 larch 196f av 0013 hours, encny motor rounds landed
in Battery B, 5th Howitzer Battalir-, 27th Artillery, position resulting in 1
kKllled in a.cfi.on and 12 wounded <. action.

(@) On 13 Mar:h 1966, Battery B, 5th Howitzer B:.tt:tlion, 27ta
Artillery, mo ed by C-123 aircraft “rom South ,_eld Tuy ifoa to Junz Sea in
support of Battalion, 327ta Infaniry. Althouzh short delays were experienced
be cause ofﬁmechanical failures, the airlift was accomplished without ineident.

‘ (e) On 13 March 1966, Battery C, 5th Hovitzer Dattelion, 27th
Artillery sustained 2 wounded in ac‘blon fron a \1et. Cong ortbush of a resupply
convoy.

de Operation FILL}MORE:

(1) Opera‘bion FILIMORE comrenced 25 March 1966 ond is presently
still being conducted, This battalion (=) vprovided Fire ”wr‘“ Tor the 47t
Army Republic of Vietnan Regiment, 2nd 7»e*n.ollc of Xorea .z2rins Iriscde and
1st Brlg de, 101st Airborne Division. Orzanization fer combat is as Zollows:
Headquarters Battery, Battery B, and Battery C. Baticry 3, 1st Intialion, 30%
Artillery, went under operational control of 24 Dattalion, 340th Jfxrtill
on 2 April 1966. On 3 April 1966, lialson was cstoblished with Zd
Srigade Tactical Operaulon Center and Battery C, 5th llowitzer Zatt
Artillery, was assigned the mission of general suprort re-mo:mr_g :
of Korea Artillery until & April 19&6.

(2) Fron 8 April 1966 to 12 ipril 1966 tas

Mrborne Division (~) moved from Tuy lioa area to Fhaan

ttalion 327th Infantry was constitited and the Stn U
Artillery, (-) vas attached. 2attery C, 5tk lowitzer
received nmission of direct support to Tasic Ferse 24 Zalezlio o .
wvhich operated in anrrea north of Tuy ilca, Datitery 3, 5ti lowitzer Saveaiion,
27th Artillery remained in general support reinforcing of Zerublic of Vielnam
Artillery, 47th Infantry Regiment.

(3) On 23 ipril 1966, Eattery 3 and 7, .
Artillery, displaced to cover extraction of an -nplneocs Jl.lor
39th Engineers from Cung Son Airfield.




SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned (RCS CSG#C-23 (R1) 12 lay 1966

The mission of Battery B was direct support Task Ioerce, 2d Zattalion, 327tk
Infantry. The mission of Battery C was rencral support reinforcing the
- Republic of Vietnam Artillery.

e. During the entire reporiing period, Zaitiury 4,
Battalion, 27th Artillery, remained in Fhon . a1 .

0 Lh
- G

) 3
a1

¢

<

N

o

3
>

of the base area, Occas.:.onallj, artilicry nlatoons i vy 4 are uszd to
support Army Republic of Vietnam and Sp cu.l.&l Forces C_; necr the Zion
Rang complex. The duration of these encrcises ras 7ro. 1 0 2 days. lormal

)

s

B L
harassment and interdiction, will adjust, illuminatiorn a.. dcfensive coucentration
missions were fired.

f. From the period 1 January 1966 to 30 Loril %35 this batialion
has delivered timely and accurate fire support to units c“ the depubiic of
Vietnam, Republic of Korea, and 1st Brigade, 107st iirborne Division. The

statistical data is as follows:
% (1) Number of rounds fired 105 1 28,978, 15511 4,808

(2) Enemy Losses:
(a) Xilled in action (body count) 147
(b) Killed in action (estimate) 175

(3) Friendly Losses:
(a) Xilled in action 1
(b) VYounded in action 16

4e logistics:

as This organization is experiencing c1
augmentation equipment approved for issue throu:
States Army Vietnam Form 47. Specific items oxe
generators. Prediction of requirements for thesc

can LA,
determined knowing unit deployment schedules. Recciziend that aultcmatic issue
of these items be effected.

;cu.l iter
IS

b. Normal deployment of this organization duriry the re-orting
period positioned elements at distances in exce 53 of 100 =iles frea :
other., Allocation of regularly scheduled aircrali to the Tu-
Airborne Division allowed continuous and effeciive vcs
in this command.

ce Due to the tropical climate there
paper tape and envelopes. Even exercising citireme o 1 It
bhandling of these items did not reduce the waste Cuc vo wor

e

de. Personnel reporting to this organizaticn ro
winter clothing (undershirt, wool; drawers, wool; overc
Current procedures require the turn-in, transstorvaiio o .. _
items. Recommend these items be withdrawa Irow ail [ cruc. .ot to anrincl
in Vietnam,
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SmCiTl IX

P T I e, [ P
CCLLLDIRYS fu::‘vcu'uriﬂ.'..i._’\..;y

1. A3l light artillery battalionc acszf*‘i to Vietzot sheuld have a
full complenent of nine forward observer sect : parties
50 that they are co ﬂule of a_rect SLTuO*Z ol

a. All non-divisional artillcry bottclicas cheuld have organic
light observation aircraft. The use of these aircraf, in azdicition to
acquiring and adjusting fire on targets not visible to personrel on the
ground, 1s to provide useful information regardins acv_.v:L"‘" in the battle
area, conduct artillery registrations, acoist in land navigetiorn, ard ect
as a radio relay. All of which contribute to the increased effectiveness
of artillery fire support.

b. Firing batteries must emphasize in their training their
capabdility to fire in any direction.

2. Lessons Learned:
Item: Combat Support Coordination Center

Discussion: During Operation VAN BURI this batbtelion soowed tke overall
reoponsibility of the entire Combat Support Coordination Center as it we
originally established during Cperetion JurlZiSGI, It was scen realized
t.at the battalion lacked the staff ard persomncl to both conmtrol and admin-
istratively support a Conmbat Support Coordination Center, provide a Fire
Support Coordination Element to the Center and provide the required comrend
and control to its own batteries,

Cbservation: The requirement for a Combe Suwyort Coordiraticn Center should
be established at a higher headquarters so thut the battalicn can cxzercise
normal comnand and control responsibilities to its own organic batleries.

Itemt lodified Table of Orgenlzation and Equirnzment:
Discussiont Experience for six months in tiis ¢

exposed serious limitations on our coperetion:l
pronourced are the following:

a. lack of new series (AA/"RC 12) roficoe ..ol wnlToLon onen

required to cormunicate over exi.nded rwnges and il L LLTEAe LD

old series radios (AN/GRC 3-8) have prov1acc only mar;nai corsunications
capability. In meny instances, the frequency rances of Lo cld series
radios were not compatible to the AN/VRC series rodics ¢’ cumvorted unit.
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b. lack of orgenic light ‘bservaticn aircraft: The observation
aircraft would be a supplement to ground chservers ..r.d owld greatly inhance
this units capability for visual rcconnaiccamae o rou sition era:cs,
target acquisition, survellance, crd adjuciicnt o artillery fire.

ce Iack of sufficient forward oheorwvitlon and Zicisen pariies:
Presently this battalion has only 3 foriosd chus: cotiicns and 1 liaicon
section. An augmentation of 6 forwvard coserver - 3 Lf"con gccuor.)
would give this battalion an orgeric copabnility oo = inn o tiree tatvall
brigade or regiment.

Observation: This battalion has submitied a medificd table ¢ or-enization
and equipment on 17 January 1966 recorriending 't e che
It was forwarded to Commanding Ceneral, Uniited Siates .
and forwarded with approval fron I Field Forces Vicino—
In addition, a letter to lst Brigade, 10lst Alrberne isicn vwas sutmitted
on 16 April 1966 requesiing authorization of selected ® =nzl and equirment
on an interim basis, The augmentation requested would ;*eaulv improve this
baettalions capability to provide fire support to mancuver elcments.

;25 Tonticoned ziinice.
opdiie of Vietnam,

1 20 February 1966,

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

C‘.p‘ta.m, Lo ull;Lc:*y
Adjutant

DISTRIEUTIC:
2~Assistant Chief of Staff for Force
Developnent, Department of the Army,
VWashington, D.C. 20310

l-Cormander in Chief, United States Army
Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-MH
AP0 US Forces 96558

3-Commanding General, United States Army
Vietnam, ATIN: AVC-Ilist, AFO US Forces 96307

1-Commanding General, I FFrORCLV,
ATIN: AVP-GC-TNG
AP0 US Forces 9640

l-Cormending General, 1st Bde, 10lst Abn Div
APO US Forces 96347

1-File
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I =GC=TU0 (15 Yoy 66) 2d Ind
SUBJECY: Operational Heport on lessons Le.ro»d (ilo C.iI3-28 (z1) (©)

ieadquarters, I Field Force Vietonm, 120 U. Jorces Senddy, 21 LUl
T0: Commanding Genersl, Tnited States iy Vieunesn, JI27 U5 rorees 9£307
1. Concur with comnments and recomzendstions in basic report except

&8 noted in paragraph 2.

Reference para 4a, Sec I: Items of clothing to be turned in
prior to departure for RVN are listed in C4, Az TO0-C4T0-1.

2. lonconcur with comments in paragraphs 3a, 9, ¢ and fa, Sec I erd
recommendation in para 1a, Sec II, basic repori.

a. Reference para 3, Sec I: Operation Jefferscn wes irnitiated
010430 Jan and terminated 161400 Jan 66,

b Reference para 3b, Sec I: Cperation Van Buren wes initiated
190600 Jan and terminated 211800 Feb 66.

¢. Reference para 3c, Sec I: Operation Iarrison vwes initiated
261000 Jan and terminated 242400 lar 6¢.

d. Reference para 4a, Sec I: Ice raking machines are not author-
ized for issue to US combat and combat support units. USARV Reg 30-6 as-
signs to the 1st Logistical Command responsibility for procu:“ nu, or Erae-
facturing and distribution of ice to all US field units in IVI.

FOR THE COIMLANDER:
R. C. BALDV/IN

Captain 4.GC
Asst AG




AN (15 ¥ay €6) 34 Inc
SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Loavacd {10o S0I20-26 (R1))

Fnk) N - : - . - "o, DR U, £ Aane
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARy, VIZD ALY, &0 Bnn Frarcisco 963707

THRU: Cormwmander in Chiief, United 3States ‘om, Fucirlic, JTUir JZT&-IL

APO 96558 o

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Yorce Duvilonrnont, Texorimunt of the

Army, Washington, D.Ce 4310

1. This headquarters concurs with the St Zattalion, 27tk Artillery's
Operational Report on Lessons learned 2o i:dorzsd.

2. Reference Section II, paragrarh 2, basic repori: Iatier to 27,
1st Bri-ads, 101lst Airborne Divisicn was returnsd zendiny subaission of
corrected MIOZ (Inclosure 3 to basic report). Thisz hez te i1l for-
ward personnel and equipment requisitions in sunsort of Zhe dbat onts

request for augmentation upon receipt of the corrected M7C
FOR THE COMIANDER:
¢ o

Teound v R N .~/" e
2 Incl B ¢ LT i
ne

[t

W

A




CIor-rt {18 May G6)

Suiddull: Operational Ruport on Lessons

v, Us ARLY, PACIIIC APO Jan Francisco

FaXal

T0: Assistant Chief of Stall for Forcu
Arry, Vachington D.C, 20310

1. The Operational Report on Loss

o
27th Artillery for the period 1 January - 30 Anril 1986 is Jorwarded
- -
[

with, It is noted that the battalion i
attached to the 1lst Brigade, 10lst Airo
period covered by the report.

2. In general, this headquarters

Zoavnoid (G305 C3GPO-25 (R1))

the
ons Lewrned of the 5Sthn Battalion,
C here-
s part of I 7TV S rtillery bul was

u
ornc Division, for wmost of the

concurs witn tae tasic revnort as

caanged by preceding indorsement. In reserd to parograria la, Section II,

basic report, it is noted that Decause

of the ecriticel shortage of air-

craft and pilots, DA has restricted and linmited the provision ol aircraft

augrentations for non-divisional organi

zations. Current actions are under-

way to insure tnat such aviation reguircrents are recognized and that they
vill be filled vhen assets are available.

FOR TH: COMMAWNDER IN CHILF: -

1 Incl
wd Incl 2

Copy furn:
CG USARV, Attn: AVC-DH

1D

L o
P. A. 2ARIIS0D
Capt, ~GC

4sst AG
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