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5TH HWITZER BATTALICI 27T' A--TILT:V
APO San Francisco 9634.7

AVADF-C

SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned ( S c -23 (.Ri)

TO: See Distribution

SECTI, I
SIGNIFICANT ORGLITIZATIGN OR UNzT ACTIVITIES

1. Personnel:

a. During the month of January the battalion lost through cxiration
of term of service two (2) officers and ninety-one (91) cnlisted men. At the
end of January enlisted replacements were not present to fill all the vacarcies
created by these losses. The assigned strength of the battalion &rorcd to
four hundred and sixty-one (461) enlisted persorel. Cfficer re'laenns ho,-
ever did archive for the two officers that rotated. in the nt . of FeobLzlr
the nrojection of our losses to the middle of the month ...._itout relac:nts
would 1have given the battalion an assigned strength of tlree hnared anr s-:enty-
nine (379) enlisted men. By the sixth of February when our asigned stronr;w
went down to 449 enlisted personnel the replacement situation began to get
crucial. It was determined that the replace-:ents we '-,d on orders ;;e-e
diverted to other units upon arrival in country. Comnd .. ttDrz e
out through channels which brought the probleu to the attention of thre pace-
ment station. The problem was irzvcdiately alleviated and by 16 -

assigned strength of the battalion was tio (2) over t:l- anuthori.:.z
four hundred and eighty-six enlisted persoznncl. Frn ta i. ne-
ment system has continued to operate efficicntly. Ore hjzcd.ro ,
replacements were received from the fifteenth of February to th3 end of

b. In the area of personnel socrices .: -roilans hf.c- er t -

Religious services have generally been conducted -:3c!ly C:-c t "
situation prevented the presence of the clanlains. -

from fair to excellent depending upon the tr-us., r t- '
availability of a Post i;:change has had a slight ' f- .. )
troops; however, the necessities such as soap, - , .c "
blades, etc., have been available through sunry pax:&,..
vices field, magazines and pocket books have boon made -ib..
Movies have been available only in limited qunntities tI Ii Yo-ae. i
Services Office. Stars and Stripes are onlyavn...e La*..... ,
usually several days late.



SU LTE1'- ': aio-jjl Re y-t on L.ssons ie:-nc< ( .°U-28 (R1) 12 1,ay 1966

Possibly the greatest mora e problem has been that beer and soft drinks are
available in vary 7-L-.ted q antities. eZgerat on is not available to cooltbaes drinks. The only cool nt available is ice that TP2 bera"oho.. off
, o .,.C eoonony and ria=,y ta loo tlis is in c:c cfigj.y short supply. T-.ang'" -

into consj.dsration %hi rorale ol tric uai-t has continued to be
excellent.

o. in the area of Qi,;C Action this unit has had several projerctsduring the reporting period. The. e projects have had a rreat influence in
gaining the support and confidence zf the local Vietnamsc. In February theBattalion Surgeon started holding sict: call and conducting classes in health
and sanitation in the Pefungee Camp of Don Tac near Tuy Hoa, Republic of Vietnaz.
Lo this date he has treated over five hundred (500) Vietna.ese for a mulitude
silnen'!. !T,%le conducting sick call he also instructed several of the young

,nn tb, village so they could assist him in a nurses capacity. Also,thro-i this training they are better able to assist their omn people. Besides
t nedical assistance given the Vietnamese neople, this battalion has been

;istig in the teaching of English in the T'hy Hoa High School. One officer
spends two morning hours at the high school -onday through !riday. Classes
are held only for those students who have cho-an Inglish as their primry
fore /sg language.

2. In .ellg'ee,

a. Througzout Operations -jE,'PRSC-, iT bUjiE, aISC ndFI4IORE, this unit coordinated and received intelligence infornation froa
the below listed couyses:

(I) 47th lafantry Regiment (AtoN)

(2) 2d Korean -Marine Brigade

(3) 1st r',ifgade, 101st Arborne Division

(4 Sector Operations tund Intelligence Center, Thy Hoa.

b. The ize.' -c-ce received was used to Dreraz-e an extensive
ho -as sig and inter-- c i: . ii:e pro :ran on Viet Cong avenues 0- approa-1, ,
r.'.u e: of withdrawal, .md suspected enemy locations. inteliLencew E u tilized extensivei,- in all artillery fire planning, corn-z- ,ovanents
ar airmoble operatior, Iclicopter -lots ,ere briefed as to avoid enemy
ai ;cmatic weapon positIrux.n5 a. -reas of small aim f:rnrf.

cr-tion; Du-ing the repoting period, tiLs betx.' ic- rtici.:.
iJ, i hCollowing operstiroas in the Tuy Hoa area.

a. Operation J-IMERS0N:

(1) Operation JaFFEUNC co-nmenced 1 J -, 'y cd6 and .,, c,'1966. Battery B, 5th :-iowtzer Battalio., i7h Artiler.,,

. ' i .area prior to the operation. Headqurteru .ery aid Battery C
w otr ,v3rched from Phasn Rang (Base Carap) to Cam Pjnh -,a: co1.pleted thC move
to %i; -o'a by C-130 aircraft on 5 January 1966. ITo si'f.. cant problems were
eneciu 'to-ed during this move.

L



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned (RCS CSGPC.-Z (3I) 12 nay 1966

(2) The organization for combat during this operation was as
follows: Headquarters Battery, Battery B, and Battery C,. lattory B, 1st
Battalion 30th Artillery was under operational control of th th ' Koitzer
Battalion, 27th Artillery.

(3) This battalion hoadanartera fc.cd .. c c" a Cc-'2r.....
Support Coordination Center (CSCC) Durinr: S4 o.n
of the CSCC was to coordinate the fire nowe; '- , of ,7..

naval gun fire, air strikes and Army A.i.ti cac
elements (1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, ; 2 ne
Brigade, and 47th Infantry Regiment, Ary u of s battalio
administratively supported the CSCC perso.nnel :ith n::; - ca , v. ing
quarters, vehicles and drivers and all t.es of e un', culie, in
addition the battalion was responsible forthie fire sou--ozt coo.r-Latic.n element
that coordinated all the artillery of the Free .orld Forces.

tdt Direct and assault fire, utiliz-ng naval .. nf.re .:as enDleyed
to destroy caves. This special technique proved to be very effective. In
addition Battery C, 5th Hoitzer Battalion, 27th Artillery, fired a demonstration
of a 105m hoxwitzer trajectory for the benefit of a aviator3.

b. Operation VAIT BUMIN:

(1) The operation commenced on 17 Janaary 1956 and teZ-2nated
21 February 1966. During this period, the battalion 7-ro-i.d ire surnot
to the 2nd Republic of Korea 1-:arine :risade, the 47th . of ?iotno Army

Regiment and the 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. The or a;ization for
combat was the same as in Operation JZX.SC..The battJ eion oLbserved a cease
fire from 1200 hours, 20 January 1966 to 1800 hours, 23 Ja::n y 1966, during
the Republic of Vietnam TET celebration.

(2) Again this battalion had a dual dr->- n t-his oration:
One, to provide the command and control for the orjc.r:.c*z at n h aaxrics,

and secondly to function as a Avre Support Coordana -ion . n oraa ro
accomplish this mission, the battalion fire direction a i i ,ro eli t
and all fire direction capabilities were assumed by the ca~te'ies.

(3) During this entire operation, the battalion di. not fmnct'_on
autonomously. All batteries were given sena.ate rassicnz I.C..
Republic of Vietnam and Republic of Korea Aztillery .-5.B, at.....alon
30th Artillery was in general suppor-t 1st Brigade, I01st o -- vision.
Consequently, the battalion fire direction capabilities , , - to
the Fire Support Coordination Element.

(4) In addition to rendering fire cu~:c, ,
vehicles to Tuy Hoa and Mieu Xuong District to assist nha .ocal ::o:'aec
transporting the haz-vested rice.

c. Operation HAiRIS01:

(1) Operation HARRISOUIT conmenced Ai -bz::.'. .
on 24 March 1966. The organization for conb:n cf -.: as foLc-.::

3



SUDJBCT: Operational Rerort on Lessons Learned (ROS CSQPO-2' (Ri) 12 l.ay 1966

Headquarters Battery, Battery B and Battery C. Duing r t of the oneration
Battery B had the mission of direct su'po_,'t to the 1st attalion, 327th Infantry
and for short periods was in direct zupport of A 2oo, 2d Sqiuadron, 17th Cavalry.

(2) The most signifi - ctvite dUr:. LL reporti pe d
were:

(a) On 27 Febzuory 1966 .tte: 3, "..t..atton,
27th Artillery, fired two missions on Viet Con- in the o-en resulting in 15
killed in action (body count).

(b) On 4 arch 1966, Battcr, 3, 5th Ho, tzcr Zattalion, 27th

Artillery, fired on a reinforced Viet Cong :.mpany resultin- in 55 hilled in
action (body count) and 35 -killed in acti- (estimate).

(c) On 6 'asrch 196( at 0013 hours, eneny motar rounds landed
in Battery B, 5th Howitzer BattalJi -, 27th Artillery, position resulting in 1
killed in actf on and 12 wounded -. action.

d) On 13 1K:ar.;h 1966, Battery B, 5th Howitzer Battalion, 27th
Artillery, moyed by C-123 airc 'aft from South -eld Tuy -o,.. to 7ung Son in
support of 1st Battalion, 327th Infantry. Althouh short delays were e:-oerienced
because of mechanical failures, the airlift was acconlished without incident.

(e) On 13 Harch 1966, Battery C, 5th Howirtzer 3attalion, 27th
Artillery sustained 2 wounded in action from a Viet Cong anlbash of a resupply
convoy.

d. Operation FIMUTORE:

(I) Operation 5 UOE corz.enced 25 i-ch 1066 and is resently
still being conducted. This battalion (-) providced fire zurTort for the 47t-
Army Republic of Vietn.n- Regiment, 2nd Renublic of Korea L ine I 'i-ade and
1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. Organization for combat is as follows:
eadquarters Battery, Battery B, and Battery C. EattUry 3, 1st Battalion, 30th

Artillery, went under operational control of 2d B1ttllon, 3... t ". rtilleY
on 2 April 1966. On 3 April 1966, liaison was cstaabi a with. 2 -'
Brigade Tactical Operation Center and Battery C, 5th .o,, .ictr 2 1-th
Artillery, was assigned the mission of general stuow-ot r.f.oc..z alic
of Korea Artillery until 3 April 1966.

(2) Fron 8 April 1966 to 12 ril 1t
Airborne Division (-) moved from Tay Hoa area to Fir. ]:--c:- I .
Battalion 327th Infantry was constit-utod -x.d the It. _
Artillery, (-) was attached. attery C, 5th i:o:,tzor
received mission of direct support to 2'd b- al- c , , .,-'
which operated in an'rea north of Thy Hoa. Battery 3, 5th"-.t" t
27th Artillery remained in gcneral support reinforcing of i~e::v.blic of Vietnam
Artillery, 47th Infantry Regiment.

(3) On 23 April 1966, attory 3 an .. t
Artillery, displaced to cover extraction of an G i c " ,:.y C,
39th En ineers from Cung Son Airfield.

4



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned (alS S&P0-23 (Ri) 12 May 1966

The mission of Battery B was direct support Task Forco, 2d Eattalion, 327th
Infantry. The mission of Battery C was general support reinforcing the
Republic of Vietnam Artillery.

e. During the entire reporting period, ... A, 5 Ho,-itzr
Battalion, 27th Artillery, remained in ±: . defense
of the base area. Occasionally, artill:;Y =!aoo ,.-rare used to
support Army Republic of Vietnam and Specil ocs near the ?lUih
Rang complex. The duration of these excrcises r l-  tD 2 days. ::ormal
harassment and interdiction, will adjust, ill=L_ ati on udefensive concentration
missions were fired.

f. From the period 1 January 1966 to 30 mrfl T;66 t-is batta"on
has delivered timely and accurate fire support to cit of t'L 2evublic of
Vietnam, Republic of Korea, and 1st Brigade, 101st Airbo:-ne Division. The
statistical data is as follows:

* (i) Number of rounds fired 105 1.. 28,97C, 155-: 4,808

(2) Enemy Losses:
(a) Killed in action (body count) 147
(b) Killed in action (estimate) 115

(3) Friendly Losses:
(a) Killed in action 1
(b) Wounded in action 16

4. Logistics:

a. This organization is experiencing dif-c . --...

augmentation equipment approved for issue through the za::'i/c 'Ca l tcd
States Army Vietnam Form 47. Specific itoms a -ie ":-clncs ind
generators. Prediction of requirements for theso sccil iters co. be
determined knowing unit deployment schedules. X~ec:a:end That automatic issue
of these items be effected.

b. Normal deployment of this organization dling tie rc-_o'rting
period positioned elements at distances in excess of 1CnUcs - _51: each
other. Allocation of regularly scheduled a.rc.ft to ... -,
Airborne Division allowed continuous and effective azllu:j- ' :_
in this command.

c. Due to the tropical cli.ate thcre • .
paper tape and envelopes. Even exercising :::-
handling of these items did not reduce the ,raste duc tc * =..tcs,

d. Personnel reporting to this organizaticn zrc.u. -:osszs
winter clothing (undershirt, wool; drawers, wool; o-rerc.:-
Current procedures require the turn-in, trans-,o:--:.:f
items. Recommend these items be withdrawn fro, al, c: :: to aa-'i-, al
in Vietnam.

5
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.#UBr4CT: Operational Report on Lessons Learned (SCS 0C070-28 (R1) 12 I-ay 1966

S-1-c11': TiI

1. All light artillery battalio:c.s azi:-ncd to S4.... h . ha.
full cozpler;ent of r.ne forward observer - &cticz_ ,o ... Q o.rli-ennarties
so that they are capable of direct suF}oort of %ny rc . I._:-_ or Bi z g a de
formation, US, Army Republic of Viet , or i';e 1:oZld ii'dta -orccs.

a. All non-divisional artillery battalions hoa- c hav-; o'gcni
light observation aircraft. The use of these aircraft, in c ac>tion to
acquiring and adjusting fire on targets not visible to nersoeel on the
ground, is to provide useful information regardin .ct vity in the battle
area, conduct artillery registrations, as.;ist in lad navigation, ar.d act
as a radio relay. All of which contribute to the increased effectiveness
of artillery fire support.

b. Firing batteries must emphasize in their training their

capability to fire in any direction.

2. Lessons Learned:

Item: Combat Support Coordination Center

Discussion: During Operation VAI FKU-' this battalion nzsv-ea the overanll
rosponsibility of the entire Combat Support Coordination Centcr as it vas
originally established during Operation Jl2 - C,:. It i;-as scon realized
t' at the battalion lacked the staff and personnel to both control and admin-
istratively support a Combat Support Coordination Center, p-olide a ire
Support Coordination Element to the Center and provide the required co_:nnmd
and control to its oum batteries.

Observation: The requirement for a Combat SuPr:ort Coordination Cent. should
be established at a higher headquhrtcs so tlha the batt-licn can exercise
noxmal co=nd and control responsibilities to its o.n organic batteries.

Item: Modified Table of Organization and Equirimcnt:

Discussion: Experience for six months in tIi.s to- : .... .t a;has
exposed serious li=n.tations on our oporational .n-c §. T e ....
pronounced are the folloving:

a. lack of new" series (i/7 12) rai2.,
reauired to comxniicate over ertnded 'an,-s ann efzinal ,ann. The
old series radios (AN/GIRC 3-8) have provided only Ma,-in. za.uications
capability. In many instances, the frequency rc-nges o t:- .,i series
radios were not compatible to the ANI/C series radics c' " uv'orted unit.

6



SUBJECT: Operational Report on Lessons -aLrncd (SCS C2CP0-2S (2 ) 12 ",y 1966

b. Lack of organic light bservaticn rrcrafb: The observation
aircraft woLuld be a supplement to grourcu v- =d ,;ould gratly inhaonce
this units capability for visual recornai:>-u;c c7 rcutcz and rosition arce,
target acquisition, surveYlJance, and adjuz--:.t o" uzIe::' fire.

c. Lack of sufficient forv'ezd o i zouv - iu c .i.a_.cn ar-ties:
Presently this battalion has only 3 for1.u'- ob c 1 lia1son
section. An augmentation of 6 forward oerver L 3 iscn sections
would give this battalion an organic capabiity _ee -at-aLLon
brigade or regiment.

Observation: This battalion has subcitled a =Clificd t l-c c orG n iZ-ation
=nd equipment on 17 January 1966 recozrcrndin.ng t e c . c a-..It was forwarded to Commading Ceneral, United Stato c. c of Vietnam,
and forwarded urith approval from I Field Fo-ces Vict:- u  C Febru-'y 1066.
In addition, a letter to 1st Brigade, 101st Irborne Division was su1=-1tted
on 16 April 1966 requesting authorization of selected ur:u-cl and ecuirw-nt
on an interim basis. The augmentation requested vould --eatly improve this
battalions capability to provide fire support to aneuver elements.

FOR THE CC&ZNDER:

,../ CX ,,.

OBRAD A. KA ;.-,ffil'

Captain, A:rtillcry
Adjutant

DISTRIBUTICN:
2-Asistant Chief of Staff for Force

Development, Department of the Army,
Washington, D.C. 20310

1-Commander in Chief, United States Army
Pacific, AT7N: GPOP-1o2
APO US Forces 96558

3-Conmanding General, United States Army
Vietnam, ATI: AVC-Iist, APO US Forces 96307

1-Cozmmamding General, I FFORCLV,
AT'TN: AVP-GC-'TG
APO US Forces 96240

1-Commanding General, 1st Bde, 101st Abn Div
APO US Forces 96347

1-ale
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-;.-c-.: (15 0 y 66) 2d I.n--

SBJEC2: Gperatior-l I port on Lessons L: r.:. .... (:) (U)

"Headquarters, I Field Force Viotnam, .'- L Jorces 1-7-, o:

TOz Commanding General, United State A,:, Vie1:2.:., -JC U3 Pcrccs 96307

1. Concur with co:'ents and reco-z-;nor-. n t-3ai- reort except

as noted in paragraph 2.

Reference pars. 4a, Sec I: Items of clothirC to be warned in

prior to departure for RVN are listed in C14, AR 700-3430-1.

2. l;onconcur with comments in paraOraYh3 3a, b, c a.n 4'a, Sec I and

recommendation in pars la, Sec II, basic report.

a. Reference para 3a, Sec I Operation Jeffez .s initiated

010430 Jan and terminated 161400 Jan 66.

b. Reference para 3b, Sec I: Cperation Van Dhiren was initiated

190600 Jan and terminated 211800 Feb 66.

a. Reference para 3c, Sec I: Operation Harrison wc initiated

261000 Jan and terminated 242400 I'r 66.

d. Reference para 4a, Sec I- ice =akinG machines are not auathor-

ized for issue to US combat and combat support units. I' . .17 , r 30-6 as-

signs to the Ist Logistical Command responsibility for procutring, or manu-
faoturing and distribution of ice to all US field unit: in RYN.

FOR ME CIOM'D .

R. C. .ALD%/h'N
Captain A5C
Asst AG

, -A,



AMr,3-7-1 (15 ?,'ay 60) 3d Imd'

SUIJECT: Operational Report on Lessons Lc;.rnr:! ,,2, . P,-,. )

'D)UART ,RS, UUIITED S2-AJES A!VTI, .TI2 , , ,>Q Sn ',ranc ;c3 96"'7

THRU: Comander in Chief, United States .- n:, ?&cii,-
APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force ....... -of the
Army, Washington, D.C. U331O

1. This headquarters concurs with th 5h .?attaiio-, 27Lh A:tillery' s
Operational Report on Lessons Learned azs i:orc.

2. Reference Section II, paragraph 2, bas-ic report: Ltter to C,
1st Bri--ade, 101st Airborne Divisicn was re-Lurnoi . ncndLn- Z',,:mssicn of
corrected MTOE (Inclosure 3 to basic report). This heda -rter- U,. for-
ward personnel and equipment requisitions in suport of ho battaiion's
request for augnentation upon receipt of the corrected .7%'.

FOR THE CO-2-DER:

2 Incl

nI
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uL.2C: 0oerat/onal R0oort or. ess 2 Lc : (i'Cl CSGPO-2 (..))

i, US A..Y PACEI2C, APO San Francico 9 553  9 X'U

TO: A ss...tnt Chief of taff for Porc o- ,ra-:e -o:.t, rar.nt of the

Army, 'ashin-ton D.C. 203.31

1. The Operational Rcport on Lzs-oLs Learned of the 5th Battalion,

27th Artillery for the period 1 January - 3.0 Anril 1966 is fon:arded here-

with. It is noted that the battalion is ar..rt of I =-V rtillery but was

attached to the ist Brigade, 101st Airborne Division, for r.ost of the
period covered by the report.

2. In general, this headquarters concurs wizn t.he sasic report as
changed by preceding indorsement. In regard to paajrarh la, Section II,
basic report, it is noted that because of the critical shortage of air-

craft and pilots, DA has restricted and linited the provision of aircraft

augxnentations for non-divisional organizations. Currant actions are under-

way to insure that such aviation requircents are recognized and that they

will be filled when assets are available.

FOR TM COM SM4ADER IN' C}aE7F:

I incI D.A 2rlo1

wd Incl 2 Capt, AC
Asst AG

Copy furn:
CG USARV, Attn: AVC-DH
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