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1. SECTION 1, OPERATIONS: Significant Activites
. B Q?Mn_ The organizational structure of the 589th Engineer
Battalion (Corstruction) during the report period is found at Inclosure 1,

' be  Command and Staff Changes: CPT Grant L, Fredricks assumed command

-_.of, Gonipany B on 1 February 1969 replacing 1LT Robert R. Greer who rotated,

- |"CW2 Hareld D, Mangum became the personnel officer on 1 February 1969 re-

placing CW2 James Kessinger who rotated, CPT Joseph P, Leary became bat-
talion aGjutant on 12 February 1969 replacing 1LT Kenneth P, Koppers.,

" 1LT James D, Creaseman, €O, 553rd Engr Co (FB) was assigned with hib company
. to the battalion on 12 February 1969, 1LT Koppers became CO, HHC, 589th
‘Engr ‘Bn (Const) on 26 February 1969 replacing 1LT Roger Langford who ro-

tdted, Also on 26 Februory, MAJ Martin M, Warvi assumed the duty of

‘tnttalion S«3 replacing CPT Joseph Feast Jr who became the assistant S-3,

CPT Richard W, Chopman assumed  cormand of Company A on 8 March 1969 re-
placing CPT Michael E, Gilbertson who was assigned to the S-3 Section
prior to rotating, MAJ Eugene W, Bennett became battalion exeeutive
officer on 10 March 1969 replacing MAJ Richord B, Pierce who rotated,

CPT Thomas O'Dea and his company. personcel were reassinged to the 577th
Engr Bn (Const) on 13 March 1969, 1LT Robert A, Fixsén and his psrsonel

( formerly Company D, 577th Engr Bn) were assignod to the 589th Engr Bn
(Const) on 13 March 1969, 1LT Anthony C, Muse and 51st Engr P1t (Asphalt)
were reassigned to the 577th Engr Bn (Const) on 15 March 1969, GCPT Howard
H, Reed, C0, 687th Engr Co (LC), was attached with his company, to the
battalion on 1 April 1969, Also on 1 April 1969, SGM Clifford Moore suc-
ceeded SGM Frank Leeder who rotated, 1LT Gorald N, Braley assumed duty
off the Engincer Equipmont Mrintenance Officer on 22 April 1966 replacing
1LT Charles Poteet who was renssigned to Company B, 589th Engr Bn (Const),

o, Headawarters and Hoadquarters Company (HHC):

(1) The Hoadquarters Company wator point at Don Duong produced
351,000 gal, of water from 1 February 1969 through the 15th of March 1969
when they returned to Phan Rang, The water point at Company C, Song Pha,

‘produced 368,000 gal, of water during the report period,

(2) The utilities scction contimed to improve living conditions

.. ip the battalion base cump arec through light construction and minor repairs,

d. Company A:

- (1) The organizationnl struoture of Company A, 589th Engr Bn
(Const) during the reporting period romained tho samo, except that on
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15 Morch 1969, the 51st Engincer Platoon {isphnlt) was detached and at-
tached to Company D, 577th Engincer Battalion (Construction). NMine persons
from the 51st Engincer Platoon (Aspholt) remained cttached to Company
A in order thet paving operations on QI-11 west could bc conducted, A
provisicnal dump truck platoon was formed nnd attoched to Company & on
1 March 1969, Five-ton dump trucks and opcrators from Companies A, B,
C, and D of the 589th Enginecr Battolion, and the 51st Engincer Platoon
(Asphalt) were assigned to tho provisiomal platoon, The platocn was
formed in order to efficiently support the paving operation with hot
mix asphalt, With tho arrivel of the main body of the 513th Engincer
Company (Dump Truck) on 20 April 1969, the trucks in the provisional
dump truck 2latoon were detoched from Company A and attached to the
dump. truck-compang, - e o Y o b o G cn = 5 PEn Go%
(2) Company A continued in the performonce of its primary
mission throughout the reporting period of supporting the line companies
with speeiclized equipment and maintenmance service, The company also
supported othcr units with speecialized equipment on an as-ovailable
basis,

(3) The paving opcration, which beeon laying asphalt on 23 Feb
69, wos supported with 3 ten-ton troetors w/25 ton lowboy trailers, one
MCA pnowmntic tired roller, two 800 gnli aspholt distributors, two paving
mrchines, one 1000 gallon water truck, onc 5-& ton rollir, and onc 10
ton rollcr, Thc first section of rocd paved was on the wost side of
Bridsc 16 (BN 620957), This was a 1% milc test strip to sec how the
2sphalt wovld hold up to traffic without bas: course benenth it, Uhen
this two lane strip w~s compleved, the scetion of road from bridge 4
(BN 756833) to bridge 5 (BX 73584L), o distance of .9 nile, was paved.
Upon complcting that, the paving crow begon paving from bridge 4 to
Thop Cham (BN 766824), & di-tinec cf 24 miles, At this time it was
felt that the test scetion paved on the west side of bridge 16 was
cdequately holding the traffic so the poving resumed at thot location
and an additional thros wiles of double lanc was paved, giving Company
B timo to complc’ ¢ upgrading the road from bridzc 5 to “ridge 6 (BN
723852), The paving train subsequently returncd to pave the section
bridge 5 to bridge 6, where it wos working at ths cicse of the report
p.riod, An cxtra prving ivichine wos kept cn the site to provide back-
up in case the other beecue ino erative, Both pavirs 2id not operite
simltaneously duc to lack of personnel, Tronsportation for the rollers
and pavers wore kept on lécction and the transporter oncrotors were
vsed to supplemcnt the poving crew monpower shortoge by ccting os
shovel men, All meintencnce on paving cquipment wae donc on the site,

(4) The provisional dump truck plotoon supported the poving
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operation througho:t the report period., When not hruling asphalt, the
dwrp trucks hauled basc coursc, Sand was backehauled to the Air Force
asptalt plant which supported the operation. One major problem created
by the dump truck platoon wae thnt it pleced an umsuzl maintencnce
work load on the maintencnce section of Company A since they represented
12 additional 5 ton dump trucks above the mumber authorized by TOSE,
This problem was somewhat alleviated by giving some of the organization-
al mrintenance responsibility to Company B,

- (8) On 24 February 1969 the querry scction began its partinl
switch to asphalt aggrogate production, This consisted of installing
anothér secondary roll crusher. The addition of the new secondary al-
lowed the quarry section to producc 1"(-) and 4"(-) asphult aggregote
and 2}"(2) base course as opposed to its previous capability to produce
to produce only M"(-) and 2%“(-) products, The quarry's reck drilling
copecity was augnented during the reporting poriod when two MCA track
drills and compressors werc rccoived; however, it shovld be noted that
one track drill was turned in which left a balance of 3 on hand, Also,
two HCL D9 dozers were ~.s3igned to the guarry to supplcucent the D7 and
D9 which were formerly being used for “evelopment work, The quarry's
primery locding capability wes one 40 ton cranc with shovel front.
Extensive querry development contimued throuchovrt the reperting period
to include the cutting of a new bench 30 feet below the first one, On
28 Morch 1969 the guarry section switched from a two-shift production
operction to a day crushing opcration znd o night devclopment and moin-
tonance oporation, This decision was m.de since there wes not an adequate
work foree to successfully run two shirts, efficiently produce rock,
and meet mxintenance demands. Now, people from the night crew arc ~s-
signed to the day production crew, Track drills arc run on both shifis,
This allows the trock drills to stay ahoad of the crusher, The systom has
workod well and is flexiblo encugh to allow the night shift to crush
rock when the doy shift has dendline problems, During the report
period 54,741 cubic yords of 24"(~) bise course, 1,998 cubic yords of
14" (=) conercte rock, 3,881 cubic yards of 1"(-5 asphalt aggregate and
958 cubic yurds of-%"(-s asphalt aggrogate were procuced,

(6) The company mrintenance section rcceived an average of 7
(4 Engr, 3 Ord) daily work roguests during the report period. The mrin-
tonanee platoon received a totcl of 358 work orders, completed action
cn 21l but 45 at the clesc of the peried, and turned in o total of 33
Engineer and 25 Ordnance items of ccuipment, 238 Redbrll 02 pricrity
requests were received during the report period, Of these, 94 were
£11led and 18 were cancelled, During the samo period, 1728 requisitions
of 05 priority were rececived, 621 were filled and 347 wore cancelled,
The mrintencnce platoon also received and deprocossed the following items
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of MCA cquipmont: 2 ea D-9G dozers, 2 ca Hyster segmented compactors,
2 en trackdrills, 2 ea 600 CFl compressors, 1 ea rotary sweeper, 1 ea
Raygo compactor and 1 ca Hyster 9-whcel pneumtic roller.

8, Company B:

(1) On 1 April 1969 the Earthmoving Platoon of Company D,
commanded by 1LT Stamel Lamey, was attached, Major projects during
the report period included: road upgrading and drainage structures
zlong a 15,5 nile stretch of QL-11 betwecen Thap Cham and the Tan liy
Bridge, coord BN 767823 to BN 619957; road clearing and maintenence
on & 102 mile stretch of QL-1 from coord CP 023304 to BN 182408: up-
grading of MACV facilities in Phu Quy, Buu Son, and Tuy Fhong sub-
scctors; operational support firc base facilities constructicn for
the (6/84) Artillery at Tan My Bridge; and billet rcvetments construce
tion for that portion of the 589th Engineer Battalion located at Phan
Rang Air Base, Other projects included Civic Action work in Phu Quy
and Song Mao districts,

(2) The attachment of the D Company Earthmoving Platoon was
very successful because it perrmitied rmoch morelatitude for construetion
manageuent at the company level, Each platoon had en assigned scction
of rocdway, and normally cech platoon worked its own equipment in its
area; however, equipnent was successfidly shifted from one platoon to the
other to compensate for extrcie haul distances, stripping and grubbing
operations, baue course operations and the deadline of key oquipment,
Rocd construction progress was more cofficient and faster with the flexe
ibility provided by two eartlrioving platoons,

(3) The principal ocarth work on QI~11 consisted of clenring
and gubbing, stripping, widening ond filling, In addition, major ox-
cavation requiring drilling and blasting wos accomplished and substans
tial droinage structurcs instnlled,

(4) Effos on QI~11 during the reporting pemiod resulted in
the placerent of ¢7,500 cubic yards of £i11, 13,%00 cubic yards of

crushod stone, 645 cubic yards of blast rock and 140 cubic yards of
concrcte., Stripping of unsuitable material from the roadway and five bor-
row pits required rcnoving 82,C00 cublic yards of speil, Drainago struce
tures coipleoted include Bridge #5 (BN 734845) on 10 iiarch 1969, Bridge

#6 (BN 723852) rehabilitetion on 24 Morch 1969, installation of 115! of
12" culvert, 76! of 30" culvert, 220' of 36" culvert, and 100! of 60F
culvert with 9 headwrlls and 3 catch basins, Asphalt application ine
cluded 18,100 linecr fect of 1iC-70 primo, During tho reporting period,
14,000 linear feet of 20 feet wide aspheltic pavamant and 2,500 linear
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fact of 10-foot wide pavement wos corpleted at the close of report

(5) The most significant problems encountered in horizontal
construetion wore mintennince and auvthorized equipment nonavailebility,
Maintenance problens included the nonavailability of tho high demand
replacenent- parts which result in dendlined equipment, Examples were
truck tires, lug muts, filters, cutting cdges, ripper teeth, and the
bolts and pins that sceure the cutting edges and tecth to the machire,
With rospect to tho bolts and rins, it is sugzested that they be issucd
with the wear iten they sccurc, OVM tools 2:d greasc guns were an ad= -
ditioncl replacement problon, Authorized equipment nonmavailability
had a significant impact on operctions especiolly with respect to rip-
per dozers and fairlend assemblics for draglines, Equipment currently
not authorized that covld have significantly increascd productivity
were gasolline driven tampers for backfilling, sproader boxes for ro-
guleting end spreading basc course material, and water distributors
with 2,500 to 3,000 grllon capacity., The addition of MCA selfwpropelled
rollors solved cno of the corpany's most restricting ccuipnent problems
by 21lowing 1t to coipact 21l of the £ill mrterial and crushed stono
it was capablo of hauling, The new soguented wheel cnd vibretory
compactors far exceed TUE compactor copability,

(6) Rocd mointcnance responsibility on the 102 mile stretch

of QL~1 betweon Bridge #137 (CP 023304) and Bridge #24 (BN 273413)
required work on three differcnt occasions during the period, Fron .

5 to 8 dMarch 1905 a platoon~cize tick force clcared and winteined
that portion of (l-~1 betircon Phan Rang proper and Bridge i'24 in support
of a U8, convoy., Rond oponing reguircd the in-place detenation of

two rocd blocks, On 12 and 13 March 1969 the coipany placed an encrgoncy
by-p-.8s consisting of tw~» 60" culverts ot tho Bridge QL~1~94 structural

cilure (BN 938051) cn? on 3 April, the conpany cleared o road block

at BN 422400,

(7) Up v Ading of MACY facilitios was accomplishod at three
locations: 4Gy dvisory tecn focilitios were constructed at Tuy
Phong, Binh Thuni Province, consisting of o 20'x40' billet with 1o-
trine, 20'x 20' oporcticns building, wetur storage and soptic tank
facilitdes; and at Buu Son in Yinh Thuan Provinco wit> a 20'x 40!
billot with 1l~trine, 20%x20' cperntions building, water storage and
soptic tonk facilities, end a 15 foot water well, At thc close of
tho period ¢ third MiCV freility wos 60% complete at Ca Ma, Ninh
Thuan Province, Work at thzt location consisted of a 20'x 30! living/
fighting bunker, 4'x}' lntrine and showor, cyclone ferce, concortina
and double apron wire protective borricrs.
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(8) An additionsl operational support ruission completed by the
conpany wes the construction of faoeilitics at fire buse Flo-Ann located
at the Tan liy Bridge (BN 618957)., These facilities included two 20'x
40" living/fighting bunkors and o latrine and shower, ench 10'x10!,

(9) The most significant problem incountered in the verticle
constrvction area wis mrterials nonavailability of both high demand
stendard itens such az 1" lumber in 4y 6, and 8" widths ~ad 2"x 8",
hinges for doors cond ghtes, roofing paper, culvert bolts, tie wire for
forms for concrete, 3/16" and £ plywood, and other items such as pumps
and somce plumbing fixtures, Often substitutions were m~de with simple
redesign but other cascs regquired extensive redesign or expensive
overbuilding, In the case of pumps, two MACV facilities stand uncome
pletod as a result of these nomavailoblo items, An additional problenm
was the nomavailability of electyle power saw blades, rubber geskets
for air tool hoses, and long handled shovols,

(10) Substantial effort wos expended in the construction of
four=foot high revetnents around 48 billets in the battalion area,
Over 200,000 BF of lwiber and two tons of nails were used in the
construction,

(11) Civic Action projects included engincer equipment work in
Phu Quy ond Song Mno districts. In Pu Quy 2 3-nile section of road
was roroutcd, opening the village of Lo Chu to vehicular traffic,
Operating out of Song Mao, c. olemert of Company B cleared perimeter
fields of fire In Hal Finh District, eleared brush and removed dikes
in preporation for hamlet reconstruction in Phan Ly Chom District,
dug a strean channel and did road foundation work at Hun An Village,
cleared school nlayground and village markot place arcas in Hoa Da
District, ond tonctructod a tamplo rocd in Thong Vau Village,

f. Corpany C:

(1) Dwring tho period from 1 February 1969 to 30 April 1969,
Corpany G, 539th EZngr En (Const) wes engagod in the upgrading of QL-11
fron coordinates BN 619957 to BP 579033 and mrintaining RVN Route Ql-11
frorn coordinates BN 619957 to BP 453084 (32 ldloneters of roadwny).
During the report poriod, Company C was also engaged in irprovemcnt of
the cantormont area, completion of a bose earmp area for two 155 mn
howitzers and their gur crews in support of the (6/84th) Artillery
and upgrade of MACV advisor focilities at Du Long, This unit wos engag-
ed in training and operctions for 89 days. Twenty-one nen of the 1st
General Construction platoon were involved in troop moveuont on 14 April
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1969 from Song Pha to Phan Reng in preparation for upgrading MACV
advisor foecilitios at Du Long, The company also provided rescuc tecus
for disabled U.S., ARVN and civilian vehicles in its area of responsi-
bility.

(2) Improvoments were mnde in the contonuent aren with the
construction of a POL platform, a permanent loading ramp and storege
bins for conorete aggregote, base couvrse and sand, The company also
ccrnpleted construction of revetents around ecch billet, During the
roporting period it was also necessary to move the water point duc to
the lowording of the water toble in the eantonment area,

(3) A contimual maintenance progran was established to insure
that QL~11 wos kept open to trnffic, The rointenance consisted of pot~
holing fron coordinates BP 480085.to BP 453084, cleaning out culverts
and ditches to iLiprove drainare in the pass (nountainous region between
Song Pha and Don Duong), and groding the exdsting moad directly after
ecch rain,

(4) The upgrading of QL-11 wos a conbined effort of the oarthnov-
ing platoon and the two gencral construction platoons, During the months
of Februory, Morch and April the sun of-40,140 cubic yards, 46,580 cubic
yards and 50,600 cubic yards of fiil, respectively, were hauled, graded
and corpacted for a totel anount of 137,320 cubic yards placed during
the roport period. The average haul distance rercined fairly constant
at bclween 1,000 and 2,000 :xcters, The mrintenance problems on earth.ov-
ing ecquipnent wore rocucoed considercbly with the arrival of two now
250 Trectors on 17 February 1969, and another new 290 on 8 lirch 1969,
The averapge amount of metcerial noved inercascd fronm 1,820 cublc yords
per doy during Februery to 2,410 cubic yards per day during April.

(5) Tho construction platoons comploted construction of 10
culverts, All culverts were bockfilled and temped, compacted, hordwalled,
drd rip rapped on the upstrcon and downstrean sides. As the rosult of
enony activity on 21 April 1969, ore of tiie newly comploted headwalls
at culvort #20 w.s alnost completely destroyed. Both construction -
platoons were ongcged in the contimuinl prefobrication of hordwalls for
culvarts that will be started in tho neor future,

: (6) The 2nd gonercl construction platoon corpleted construction
of a fire support brsc which was cpproximntely 50% complote at tho ond
of tho previous reporting poriod, Corplction of the fire support tx.se
dncludod construction of revetionts for six wchicles, co.rnnd btunker
(20'x 40!), a0 bunker (10'x 20'), and one nesshall-SEA hut (20! 60'),
&nd one wotor storage tank and shower, Tho fir. brso wrs occupied on
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7 February 1969, tho finishing work being completed by 25 Februcry 1969,

(7) Upgrede of MACV advisor focilities, Ninh Thuan Province:
The 1st genernl construction platoon begen construction on facilities
for tho NMACV Tecn at Du Long on 15 April 1969, The project consisted
of a 20'x 40! billet w/latrine, one wa'or stornge tower and tank (1000
g2l), one septic tank and onc well, Due to the lack of available liv-
ing facilitios at Du Long, it was docided to brse the 18t Platoon in
Phan Rang, The original completion date for this project was set at 19
Moy 1969, however, due to rapid progress and the availability of moter-
inls, the project will be completed by 9 May 1969 with the exception cf
the well,

(1) Company D wes fully committed to directed projects for the
roport period, The bulk of the work contered on road mcintenance of Ql-11
fron Dalat to a point 7 niles ocast of Don Duong arnd all of QI~21A fron
Don Duong to highway QI-20, The maintenonce along QL-11 consisted of
the cleaning of ditches by grader and the removal of several smll slides
while maintenance of QL~214 was perforned eoncurrently with its upgrado,

(2). The period saw tho upgrade of QL-11 fron BP 453085 to BP
387100 begin, Work consisted of relocoting cluost two kiloucters of
road between BP 453085 and BP 425097, A total of 2000 cublie yords were
placed at the second locctior and 17,000 cubic yords of £111 were placed
at the first location, Vertical construction consistod of the ereetion .
of o 48" x 120! culvert (BP £25097) and the beginning of construction of
& twin 60¥x 96' culvort at #44.1 (BP 453094)s The culvert #44.1 is one.
of sovoral rlanned to elininate several bBad curves in the mountain road,

(3) The bulk of the operationnl support operctions were directed
to work ot Pr'line iit. and Lang Binn Mt, signal sitos along with contine
uing work at Ca: Ly hirfield and C Btry 5/27 Arty in Dalat,

() The work at Pr'line consistoed of prepering a path with
& dozor to pull o large plow around the site, The plow dug a trench
for the installation of security equipioont,

(b) The job at iang Bian Mr, was designed to be tho szne
as at Pr'line Mt,

(c) A 20'x 60! nesshcll was tho projoct at C Btry 5/37

Arty, It wos designed to be o solf help project with BOM and techni-
¢l assistenco provided by Company D, 589th. The BGH was delivered late
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in February 1969 and the actual building took place in early April 1969,

(¢) The Dalat POL job invoived the installation of 3 en
500 bbl and 1 ex 3000 bbl bolted steel tanks, Two 500 bbl tanks were
conpleted and the pad Tfor the third 500 bbl tank was poured,

(4) The company also worked contimally on irproving Base conp
defenses and began preparations for expanding the bese comp., They 2lso
received instructions to establish a 75 TPH rock crusher site and to in-
place 200! of triple single Bailey Bridge across the spillway nearby to
facilitate noverent of heavy cquipment from the base canmp,

h, Gompany D (13 Jiarch = 30 April 1969)

(1) ©On 3 Morch 1969 the first construction platoon convoyed
south to Dong Ba Thin to tcke over an 80'x 300! covered storage warehouse
originally started by Corpany C, The platoon was placed under the oper-
ational control of the 35th Engr Gp until 13 March 1969 when the corpany
was assigned to the 529th Engr Bn (Const), On 23 March 1969 the remeinder
of the corpany less the EM platoon, convoyed from Tuy Hoa to Dong Ba Thin,
The EM platoon remained behind at Tuy Hoa, attached to B Corpany, 577th
Engr Bn (Const) to aid that unit in upgrading Qi~1. On 31 Moreb 1969 the
platoon boarded one LST at the Vung Ro Bay harbor and was shipped to Fhan
Rang where it was attached to Company B, 58Gth Engr Bn (Const), to aid that
unit in upgrading QL-11,

(2) When the company arrived at Dong Ba Thin it discovercd seve
eral projects waiting for it bosides the improvenent of its own cantone
nent area and the worchouse, The facilities for o counter-nortar reder
site were irmediately storted, This project consisted of a concrete pod
with six=foot high revetnents for the radar equipnent, two 16'x 32' SEA
huts, one latrine and shower, o 10'x 12! generator pad, one guard tower,
an operetions bunker, and a protective bern, 100 netors long and three
ieters high, The sroject wos nearly complete ot the close of the repert
period,

(3) The unit also started work on an aircraft direct fueling fac-
ility located at the.nirfield in Dong Ba Thin, This project consists of
constructing o 500 bbl tank with required piping running through a filter-
separator and fuel pump. Piping which links the existing tank to the
holicopter pads is also required. This projecct will be comploted by -

(4) The warehouse being built for the 608th Transportation
Company will be completed by the niddle of the next revort period. The
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end of this period saw the completion of all of the ﬁ'a.nework purlins,
and the mjority of the tin roof installation, ,

(5) The wnit wos engged a total of four days this quarter in
troop novenents, thirteen dnys in training, and seventy-two days in
operations,

1. S51st Engincer Platoop (Agphalt): The mjor activitios of this
platoon during the report period involvod nrintenance e its equiprent,
preprration for its nmove to Don Duong and the setting up of the asphalt
plant as Don Duong,

jo ﬂmm?sm%mwﬂ) The company ws attached to )
the 589th Engr Bn (Congt) for only adninistration for all but elovan days

of the roport period, The battalion received one platoon for work on
19 Aprll 1969, :

WM)

(1) The unit was quite activo with bridging nissions during the
early weeka of the reporting period. On 2 February 1969, tho socond ploe
toon was tasked with the construction of a 38'-4" MAT6 dry span at grid
coordinctes CQ 144546 on Ql-1, just rorth of Tuy Hoa, The platoon are
rived within hours after cnemy action had destroyed the exdsting tinber
overlny, Within hours traffic wcs rnoving freely, On 3 February 1969,
the first platoon wis transported via helicoptor to Dung Tre, t~sked
with renoving a 75' combinaticn trestle/dry span bridge at :rrid coordie-
nates BQ 916708 The unit was supported by elemcnts of the 173rd Airborne
Brigade and accorplished remowel within hours by expedient desassembly
and risging components for airmobile tr"nsport via CH=5) flying crano
hulicopters.

(2) On 10 Fobruary 1969, agein with support fron the 173rd,
the socond and fifth platoons reloc:.tcd two coubinntion trestly/dry
span bridgos on tho moan-made canal running poralllel to LTL=7B, The end
spans werc disasscubled and transportecd in trucks to the new site, Tho
trostie arrangeients wero riggod for airmwbile transport and flown via
CH-54 to the new locntions, Tho bridges werc rolocated fron grid coord-
inates CQ 037395 and CQ 029390 to grid coordinates BQ 009387 and BQ 985387
respectively, These bridges served to acsist D Company, 577th Engincer
Battalion with their land cloaring rission parallel to LTL-7B and provided
& readily accessidble routo to the rountainous ared north of LIT-7B.

(3) On 15 Pebruary 1969, the 2nd plavcon constructoeé another
corbinntion trestle/dry span bridge at grid coordinntes BQ 964394,
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LTL-7B, ond rcmoved the existing 53'-4" dry span/trestle bridge at

BQ 009387, LTL-7B. On 21 February 1969 the combination trestle/dry span
bridge at coordinntes BQ 985387 and BQ 964394 were renmoved and corpponents
returncd to tho bridge park, For the period idd-Fcbruary to nid-March,
the second platocn removed tha 5551 Ban Thach River floot bridge on QL-‘l
bocruse it was no longer roquired, All components were inventoried and
all .sorticeable cormcnents turned in,

(4) The enrly weeks of the report period were filled with rmch
preparation for the roloention of the ecompony fronm Phu Hiep to Dong Ba
Thin, Formerly attached to the 577th Enginecr Battalion, uwpon reloci.tion,
the unit wms attached to the 589th Engr Bn (Const), The second pl'Ltoon
rondaned under the operatiomal control of the 577th Engr Bn .(Const) and
hed been working in the Phu Hiep area,

(5) The corpany wos relochted primarily to p*‘ovida energoncy
bridzing of the gop between the meinland and the Can Ranh Bay peninsula
should the enery destroy the My Ca bridge presently loected therc, The
corpany irnedictely wos tasked upon *eloc“ tion, with the preparaticn of
a contingeney plan to construct o float bridge should the My Ca be de-
stroycd. Preparction entailed making a reconnniisance-of the brid;e area
and selecting and clearing four c,ons’cmction sites, preparing ‘mnks and
abutnents at the proposed bridge centerline, prefabrieating <n anchoraze
systen utilizing 6,000 fect of cable, and stockpiling all necessary
brid 5o cortponents a.t ‘the construction site., Unit troining was scheduled
'such ¥t each nerber of the unit had the opportunity to beectie faniliar
with the overall asserbly of the proposcd float bridge,

(6) The new corpany arca was in separate need of Sortification
rehabilifation and 1t iimediately undertook the task of corpletely ro-
constructing and strengthening periicter defenscs. 3,000 ncters of
imltiple concertina wire were spre~d along the perineter, with a 10-foot
high bern constructzd clong 2/3 of the distance alony with the installntion
of 25 adcitioncl il-od lorps, cloymore rdines and trip flores, Two pori-
neter fuard towes:s nd 3 perineter bunkers were strengthened and corpletely
ro—s.::ndbo.ggcd, 4v mare 211 aumo conexes, A total of 18 2-man emplocenents
werc constructed on tic exterior and the interior perimeters, Revetnents
woro constructed around 4 oa 120'x 20' buildings, One company bunker
ULtx 12x 8') was fully constructed and another one was partially con-
structed, Preparations wore completed for a 3rd bunker,

~ (7) The unit wos swst active in perforning its socondary -dsnion
of transportation, since its movo to the Dong Ba Thin area, The 4th
platoon mado 8 convoys to the Ban Me Thout aren, providiag 78 briig e
truck deys in support cf the rolocation of the 610th Engineer Co‘:p'\‘“"
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Pron Ca:: Ranh Bey to Ban Me Thout, The unit also provided the 577th
Engr Bn (Const) with 87 bridge truck dnys used to convoy the battalion
elenents to their new loeations, Fifty-eight bridge truck days were
utilized to convoy supplies to Corpany C, 577th Engr Bn (Const) located
ot Bzo Loe, The unit clso supported the 589th Engr Bn (Const) with
approxirntely 145 bridge truck doys and 32 corgo truck deys for gencral
purpose convoys,

1. 687th Engincer Conpany (land Clearing):

(1) Primary nission of the company during the report period was to
clear 200 neters along QL~20 fron the II-III Corps border to QL-21, all
of QL~21A, and QL-11 fron Song Pha to Phan Rang and perforn general
clenring around the Qui Nhon and An Khe areas,

(2) On 1 Februnry one half of the company convoyed to Bao Loc, RVN
and nove!. into Carp Smith with HQ, 116th Engincer Battalion (Corbat).
The other half of the coupany contimued preparing for their move, and
13 Febrvary was the date they closed Boo Loc, Both convoys were part of
the resupply convoy out of Can Renh Bay under the control of the 36th
Transportation Battalion, On 14 February, the entirc company wes loecated
at Carp Snith and was attached to the 116th Engineer Battalion, Tho
coipony worked out of Camp Srdth on QL-20 Vest until 24 February 1969
jue to the Vietnamese TET Holideys and probleis in arranging sccurity.
This cut production considorably due to the tine involved in getting to
the work site, Three hundred ninety nine acres were cleared during this
period, On 24 Februcry 1969 the conrany moved to a field loeation with
2n¢ Platoon, E Troop, 17th Cavelry, 173rd Abn Bdoe for security, After
working eight days clecring the stecp sides of Blao Pass, the unit inoved
rapidly westwoerd clong the road primarily cle~ring thich ba:boo, On
8 March 1969 york wes“sterted in Bancma Pass, another steep sloped
area, On 13 March 1969 this nass wns corpleted and by 16 March 1969
the rond had been clenr.d west to the II-III Corms border, Fronm 17-19
March 1969 the cn nHany joved baek to Bro Loe, During £ield opercations
the corpany ocew;dcd three field loections and cleared 1999 acros,

(3) Closc and constent coordination with local MACV personncl allowe
cd the accorplishnent of nany civic cation projects, These projects ine
cluded clearing and mashing up berns for two new Vietnhanese Regional
Forco (RF) outposts, clecring around five existing RF outposts, preparing
building sites in the towm of B'sar, bullding two roads, cletring an areo
for new buildings in the town of Madaui, and clenring 50 acres for a
resottlenent village,

(4) The coupany pulled a partial "stand dewn" (intensified mint-
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enanco period) at Gamp Sixith while clerring 320 acred around the Bao loc
Air strip,

(5) Tho company then ioved to Di Linh during the period 24~26
March 1969 and storted work along QL~20 toward Dalot, On 31 March 1949
tho corpany rececived the nission to send the 2nd platoon to Qui Nhonr to
work in that aren, The platoon convoyed to Phan Rang on 2 April 1969
whero they werc transported by LST to Qui Nhon arriving on 4 April 1969,
Despite the loss of this platoon, the corpany contimued to mnke signifi-
cant progress, reached QI~21A on 8 April 1969, and finished it four days
later, The company at this point had occupied 7 different field locationms,
cleared 1831 acres and complcted four civic action projects including a
1500 neter road network for a resettlencnt village in Don Duong, RVN, Tho
co:pany then shuttled to Phan Rang during the period 12-16 April 1969, and
"stood down" for mnintenance until 23 April 1969, when it returned to the
fiold to clenr QL-11 starting ot Song Pha, It had cleared 900 acres ab
the end of this-report period,

(6) The sceond platoon clcared 125 rocky acres around the ane
mmnitions supply point, Lanc Arry Heliport, and 22nd Artillery Battalion
in Qui Nhon, It "gtood down" in An Khe and worked a POL tank farm therc.
It wos clearing Ql~19 through the An Khe pass at the close of the roport
period, ' :

(7) The unit hos ongineer third echelon maintenaneo eapability
and was cble to repair a2ll organic dezers, Ordinance and repair parts
support care through the Logisiical Supply Activity (LSA) at Bao Loc
until 15 April 1969, then through the 69th Miint En-at Canm Rarh Bay and
the LSL at Phon Rang, The majority of the mechanices cccompanicd the unit
in the field and all possible repairs were done theérc, A third echelen
tean opereted in the rcar crea to handle jobs evocvated from the ficld
and the TAERS and PLL clorks rercincd in the rear area, Each day an
oporational dozer fro:: each platoon wos given a periodic maintenance
service, & total »f 216 hours of mnintcnance was pe. forned during the
report periad, ! .¢' iton of equipment wes corpletely serviced during
the maintencnen e%ad down and 211 lube and oil changes were done by
the seme tonn, Ll only imjor probler: dncountered wore the many "Red
Ball" (express) requisitions subritted through the LSA at Bao Loc which
Aid not reach the 69th irintenaince Bn in Com Ronh Bay, A parts cxpedi-~
tor with the 35th.Engr Gp in Can Ranh Bay helped elininnte this problen,

(8) Coipany adrinistration was hendlod in the rear area by tho
118G and the conpany norsconel records speeiclist working with the support!
battalion, A dcily courder was used to handle distribubion to an? fici:
tha ficld, Mnil sorvice was delayed whenever APO's werc switched duu
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to0 unit noves,

(9) Security was provided by a platoon from E Troop, 17th Cav,
173rd Abn Bde which averaged 26 people and 6 gun jeeps, Additionnl
evening sceurity was provided occasionally by loctl Papular Forces(FF)
platoons ond nosb all intclligence dote wes obtained from iwnCV ad-
visory tecns, The company was sniped ot once while in base carp on
2 March 1969 with negntivo results and was ambushed on the road with
negetive results on 24 February ond 25 March 1969, Dozers hit several
centiporsonnel ines with negntive cosunlties, Night field positions
were 150200 izcters in dianeter with a berm and an area 200400 1eters
wide was cleared outside the bern,

(10) Resupply was obteined froum the LSA at Bao Loc until 15
April 1965 when the LSA ot Fhan Ring assuned respongibility, Raticn
resup~ly wes done on a dnily basis and from 7 March to 14 Aprii, rations
were flown to the field, Water was obtaine” dnily fron the nearecst
water point, Fuel wos Jdrawn from the LSA at Bao Loc, B'sar and Duc
Trong while working on OL-2C and QL-214, and from Phan Rang at the
closc of the report peried, Yy

(11) All training was integrated with daily cleariuy operations
except one hour of weekly Command Information. Chaplain services
were obtained whenever possible,

(12) The unit had three medics who accorpanied platoons to-the
field and at the work sites, They did an excellent job on all minor
medical problems, MEDEVAC was obtained through MACV end less serious
medical problems were handled in the rear area by the batitalion surgeon,

m, ZHersonnel and Administratioh

(1) During the report period ending 30 April 1969, the assigned
strength of the bottalion plus atteched units went from 94% at the
start of the perio? in February to 86% at the close, Part of this
loss is contrilrtod to & levy of 105 11B20 in an eifort to raise the
strength of Infontry Nivisions in RVN, Loss of these individuals who
had been cross trained to work in the battalion had an adverse effect
on its strength,

(2) The most critical shortage of required MOS contimued to
be 64B20 and 76Y40, Other MOS's although short at the present tims
are being filled from normal replacement channels and OJT programs,

(3) During the report period, 99 personnel in the battals a
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were recomrnended for awards,

n. Intelligence and Security

(1) Enemy activity directed against freindly forces in gen-
eral in the battalion's area of responsibility was concentrated pri-
merily near Phan Rang Air Base and against the Air Base itself, Enemy
activity that was apparently directed at the battalion was generally
light and, in almost all cases, conld be assumed to be directed against
other friendly elements,

(2) The nature of cnemy activity dvring the report period
ranged from sightings of suspicious activities to morter and rocket
attacks against friendly installations,

(a) On 5 February a 308 PF P1t sited 11 Viet Cong(VC)
north of Don Duong, The PF's fired on them and discovered it to be
a Ve coitpany, but no hits were confirmed, One hour later, a village
guard in the same arca fired € rounds of M79 at some lights and re-
corded 1 KIA.

(b) On & February two twelve-inch culverts in the moun-
tainous region between Song Pha and Don Duong on Ql~11 were desiroyed
by enemy demolitions,

(c) Company D guards sighted 2 lights north on the dem
(BP 395122) at Don Duong about 2215 hours on 18 February, The lights
were extinguished by machine gun fire,

(d) Bridge QL-11/55 was damaged by encmy demolitions on
the night of 22 Februery 1969, however the structure contimued to
pass traffic,

(e) On 22 Februnry at 2000 hours, members of an ARVN
Battalion killed seven VC snd captured one(1) AK—A? rifle approximctely
300-500 meters south of culvert QL-11/19.

(f) Also, on 22 February, the start of the Vinter-Suring
Offensive, the village of Luong Tri Strip,. just outside the Phan Rang
Air Base perimeter, was 40% burned after VC had entered the village ond
terrorized the people, ' .

(g) On 22 February, at 0200 hours, the 482nd RF Co Te-
ccived 3 B=40 rockets and smrll orms fire ot their loeation near
Bridge 55 on QL=11, At the same time, sappers placed charges on ecch
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side et the south end of the bridge., The damage was repaired by the
MPW and Co D to pass class 3C traffic, Permenent type repairs are

being scheduled by the MPW. Also, at the same time, the 28th FF P1t
received 10-12 mortar rounds and an undnown numbar of B=40 rockets ‘ ]
in the area of bridge QL~11/49. Four Friendlies were wounded, '

- (h) At 0125 hours on 24 February, a squad of the 308 RF
P1t received harassing fire in their night defense aleng QL-11 north
of Pr'lime Mountain at BP 3191561, Artillery fired 16 rounds high
explosive(HE) rounds in support, .

(i) At approximetely 0200 hours on 24 February, the’
Fhan Rang Air Base came undcr enemy morter and rocket attack with
no friendly casuclties or damnge to the bose,

(3) At 1920 hours on 28 Februnry, the villagers in Ap
Labouye, BP 340070, and Ap Loc Binh, BP 350080, spotted a VC squad
moving in the open, Fiftcen rounds of HE were placed in the area,

X) On 1 Morch a 10-ton tractor belonging to B/589th
was damaged by a claymore mine in the pass, Although the mnin portion
of the blast wes directed behind the troctor, slight damage was incurred
to the truck and onc EM received a fragment in the left eye and was
vreated at the Phan Rang dispensary and released,

(1) The bypass a2t culvert QL-11/20(2 c2 A0" culverts)
was domazed by enemy demolitions during the night of 4 lMarch 1569,
The bypass was repaired by 0500 hours thc following worning,

(m) Tho 48th RF Bn Intelligence Platoon killed 3 VC
and captured 1 AK-47 and 1 carbine while embushing an estimated VC
platoon at 2130 hours on 6 March near bridge QL-~11/49(EP 430088),

(n) On 8 March 1969, the bypass at culvert 0L-11/20
was agrin dempged by cnery demolitior and repaired by C/589th Engr
Bn (Const),

(o) During tho weck of 9-13 March, the bypass at cuvlvert
QL~11/20 wos blown twice, A smnll cuvert at #19,1 was also blown.
Traffic was not interrupted, ‘

(p) On 11 March 1569, o ten=foot slab bridge(QL~11/20)
wos blown in an apparent attempt to block the road, It was iedictely
cleared by €/589th,

(@) At 2130 hours on 13 March 1969, Bridge QL-11/27

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

17




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EGACBF~C0 30 April 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Enginccr Battalion (Construction)
For Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR(R1)

cene under small arms fire and one B-40 rocket, No damage wos done
to the structure and no casualtics suffered,

(r) On 15 March 1969, two #=ton vchicles from HHC drew
small arms fire in the vieinity of bridge 0L-11/6, No demnge or
casualties were suffered and a sweep of the area produced negative
results, ] g

. (s) On 24 March 1969, ¢ smll box culvert necr culvert
QL~11/20 wos demolished by enemy activity leaving e crater in the
roadwsy which was promptly repaired by C/589th,

(t) During the period 15 March to 24 March 1969, the
Phan Rang 4ir Base came under mortor and rocket attacks on five
seperate occcsions, Casualties and damage to the base were generclly
very light and no domnge or crsualties were suffered by the 58%th,

(u) At 1910 hours, 25 March, C/589th base cemp ot Song
Pha came under mortor ottack, Of the approximntely 15 rounds that
were fired, 5 londed inside the nnit's perimeter, Three men were
medicnlly evacucted for minor injuries and no damcge to cquipment
resulted,

(v) On 17 April 1969, four to six rounds of sniper fire
was received at culvert QL-11/20 at 0910 hours, &t 1330 hours of the
same doy four tq six rounds of sniprer fire were received by o work
party at culvert QL-11/19,

(w) At 2350 hours, 21 April, the Phen Reng Adr Bose
came under enemy attack which resulted in negative d~inge or c2sualties,

(x) The largest anount of damige suffor 1 by the battalion
curing the reporting period come on the night of 21 April vhen tho
culvert QL~11/20, vhich wes opproximitely 50% comnlcte, wes deiolished
by enemy explesives, One of the five borrcls weg cormlctely destroyed
ard dmege to the other four also resulted, The one concrets headwall
that hrd just becn poured w~s also destroyed, As © result a new hed-
wall wns constructed cnd damiged tubes were repliced for culvert #20,
The road wos repaired ~nd opened the snme day,

(y) In sumrery, there wos o slight decrease in encmy
activity during this reporting period as compored to the 1last, linor
d-mnpros to construction projects outside of sccure areas contimued
end will probably contimue as such in the future,
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o, Operations and Troininz

(1) The 589th EBC was engeged itinly in rocd brilding during
the report period, It ploced = total of 241,463 cu yds of £ill, 12,419
cu yds of base course, 2nd 8,832 tons of asphaltic conercte. It pro-
duced, in support of the above opers~tion, 54,741 cu yds of brse course
ond 3881 cu yds of aspholt aggregnte (1"-). A totol of 8,48 Km, twoe
lane, asphalt concreted road was completed a2t the end of the report
period,

(2) The critical poth nmethod of tosk analysis was emphasized
as & mandatory mrn2gement tool dovn to, ond including, platoon level
during the report pcriod, Use of the method resulted in better work
estim tes and the quicker spotting of problem areas by relatively
inexperienced personmnci undergoing on-the-job training in the 51H
Militery Occupational Specialty(i0S), Actual work progress, however,
has la;ged scheduled work due to nonarrival of expected supplies,
irmediate accomplishment of unforeseen combat and operational supnort

asks, cnergency repair response to dameges caused by enery action,
and irmediate support of unit moves with ecuipment normnlly used in
support of roaxd construction,

(3) "MCABUY" equipment(snecicl purchase of selected itoms
of non-nilitary construction equipment) vitnl to expeditious and
quality rond construction wns received during the report period, Items
such as segmented, self-propelled Hyster co prctors, 600 CFM comprese
sors, D=9 dozers, track drills and the Hyster 9 wheel pneumntic roller
nade a significant contribution to production, however, their bene-
ficial irpact would have been much greater had appropricte maintencance
personnel 2nd repeir parts preceded their orrival,

(4) It wes discovered that the Operctions Sergeant, Battalion
S~3 section, nceded 2 responsible BCO for his prirciple assistent
in coordinnting internal and external cctivities. The operations
scrgennt coordin:.ted nctivities cneng the survey teans, soils, dr:fting
ind ack inistrative sections, He insured the pronpt and cccurate
subnission of all dnily situntion reports, the correct rnintenonce

of the corresgondcnce files and project data folders, and the expedi-
tious ccconplishrent of Bills of lMaterianls(BOM) and érawings. He

revicwed all inconding and outgoing distribution, asccrtained desposi-
tion on various actions and made corrections as necessary, In addition
to the foregoing, he was required to contimially monitor the batirlien
coozmnicttions net to coordimmte the movenent of support ccuipnient

and handle the myriad of other minor problens inherent in battaliop..
wide sirmltancous operctions of stripping, filling, placing base course
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and paving, The required cssistonce could be adeocuctcly supplied by
a staff segennt(E6), 51H40, who would han?le all phone calls(vhich
consure uptards of 50% of duty tine) and all radio traffic. 4lso,

the quality and quantity of survey work could h~ve been increused

had the battalion received its authorized Chief Construction Surveyor,

(5) The bott~lion lost 48 personncl with Infantry MOS through
recssignnent to Infontry battalions, These personnel had been retrain-
ed and were rendering outstanding performence in various arens through-
out the organization due to their relatively higher educatiomnl becke
ground and cdesire to excel, Their loss and the subscquent troining
of their replocencents was of such significtnee that it warranted
nentioning in this section c¢f the report., It is recommended that per-
sonnel with MOS 11B nct boe cssigned to engincer battalions unless
they nre to remnin for the durction of their tours,

Pe Logisticg -

(1) During the rcporting period, the primry activities of the
S-4 Section were the requisitioning and expediting of TOE equipment
shortages and construction materials for construetion projects, Addi-
tional projects, primarily involving property transfer have kept the
property records in a state of flux, During the period, the property
of D/589th was transferred to the 577th Engr Bn and the property of D/
577th transferred to this unit's property book,

(2) The most critical TOE shortcoges ct the present tine are
1000 GAL WATER DISTRIBUTORS (Auth-6, §/H-1) and TRACTOR, D7E (Luth-14,
0/H-6), These items are urgently needed for use in this unit's LOC
construction mission, Requisitions outstanding prior to 9060 (Julian
Date) have been canceled in accordance with "USARPAG CONFERENCE TO
ELIMINATE TOE SHORTAGES OF SELECTED ITEMS OF ENGINEER CONSTRUCTION
EQUIPMENT" and the following requisiticns submitted for above itena
since 9060:

\CTOR DeiE
ATETHK 9090-0128 (1EA)
AT87THK 9105-0592 (284)

(3) During the rcport period, efforts to obtain construction
naterials were hampered by dwindling stocks $n the Can Hanh Bey Depot,
Itens in short supply during the reporting period were 1" lunber, 3/4"
plywood, 5/8" and 3/4" reinforcing ste', plumbing supplies, and 1/8"
and 1/2" steel plate, It is antdecipat: *hat rany of these itens will

~ be supplied during the next reporting period,
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Qe L ons

(1) During the report period, the telephone wire systen of
the battalion was changed fron the overhead wire systen to the Fhan Rang
Alr Force Base underground cable syster, This underground syster eli-
ninated the problen of telephone lines being torn down by construction
equiprient plus the problen of routine raintenance because the Air Force
soley installs and nmaintains all btese cable systems,

(2) The new AN/GRC 142 radio teletype van arrived and is
presently being installed, This van will enmable the 589th Engr Bn (Const)
to have secure teletype corrmunication with the 35th Engr Gp (Const),

(3) Corrmunications with units in Dong Ba Thin by telephonic
necns was difficult and necessary action to inmprove corrunications using
radio werc initiated during the reporting period.’

r. }Mintencsnce

During the periocd of the report the battalion deadline rate
increases fron 8% to. 11.4%, This was brought cbout by scveral factors:
(1) An increese in aceidents, (2) nomavnilability of repair parts, and
(3) the heavy usage and apgo of equipment utilized. To alleviate this
situation (1) grester effert wes extended to the safety problen and
(2) oquipnmont deadlined over thirty days for parts are being turned in,

‘s Belizious Activities

(1) The religious progran of the 589th Engr Bn has shown
irprovement in sevcrel areas during the months of Fobruary, Merch and
April 1969, Arong these have béen botter distribution of publications
such as Now Testaront, The Link, Guidepcsts, Decision Magazine and
Public Affairs Prrphlets, '

(2) Catholic aren cgvernze inproved significontly, Catholic
personncl in tho Phan Rang area attund services-'at the ifr Base Chapel
and those in other areas were served by the Deputy IFFV Chaplain fron
Nha Treng ard the Deputy Support Cormmnd Chaplain fronm Can Ranh Bay,
They have been able to cover the battalion's outlying corpanies on a
Veekly basis,

(3) Chaplain's Fund -utilization wos expanded during the report
pericd to include the purchase of books on Christian Theology 2nd the
nodern trenslation of the New Testarent, Offerings have been desipge
ntted on 2 nonthly basis to The Anerican Bible Society, World Visiocn
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International and The Gideons,

(4) Jewish personnel attended Passover services 2-4 April at
Nha Trang and Fridey evening services for Jewish personnel were held at
the Phan Rang Base Chapel, Several men fron the 589th also attended the
anmual International LDS conference in Tokyo held 18-21 April 1969,

(5) Protestant Chapel attendance remained fairly constant with
an average of eightly~five participating ecch week, The chaplain made
hospival visits to personnel being treated at the battalion dispensary,
the 8th Field Hospitel at Nha Trang, and the 12th USAF Hospital at Can
Ranh Bay, '

(6) The chaplain gave 17 nonthly character guidance briefings
to. the corpanies in the battalion during this reporting period, Parti-
cipation in the character guidance progran was 94% for the report,

(1) The Medicnl Section of the battalion provided primery ned-
ical care for elements of HHC, A, B, amd C corpanies, 51st Engr F1t (Asph),
513th Engr Co (DT) fron 1-February 1969. to 30 April 1969, This section
directly supported Company D, 577th Engr Bn, Don Duong, fren 1 February
to 15 March 1969, The 687th Land Clearing Corpany received primary
nedical gupport fron this unit from 15 April to 30 April 1969,

(2) The total muber of U,S. personnel out-potient visits dur-
ing the report period was 1595. 4 total mumber of 1995 Laboratory pro-

cedures were performed, 2088 irrunizations were given and 1224 prescrip-
tions were filled, Vietnanese petients murbered 418,
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2, SECTION II, LESSONS LEARNED: Commander's Observations, Evaluations
and ﬁeoomendations
a. Personnel -
(1) Executdve Officer's Land Clesring Company

(a) Observation: An officer is ngeded to run the rear
aTea and none ig provided.

, (b) Evaluation: A company X0, while not'.authorized, is
needed to handle the rear area and coordinate activities with the bat-
talion to which the company is attached,

'(c) Recommendation: That land clearing units be authoriz-
ed an executive officer,

b, Operations o
(1) Front Idlers op D-7E Doger

(a) Observation: Upon delivery from the factory the front
idlers on the D-7E dozer are factory sealed and are supposed to last the
lifetime of the dozer. ' . . :

- (b) Bvaluation: On occassion the front idlers on D-7E
dozers do wear out, When these ‘dlers are replaced, they are replaced
with rebuilt idlers which are not factory Sealed and have no grease
fitting; consequently, they cannot be lubricated and the replaced idler
may last only several weeks, '

(¢) Recommendation: That rebuilt idlers be issued with
a grease fitting installed so that the “ront idlers may be lubricated
periodically, '

(2) Cutting Edees for the D~7F DPogzer

(a) Observation: The D-7E dozer was placed on decdline
status due to the lack of center cutting edges,

(b) PBvaluation: It was found upon investigation that the

center edges for the HD=16 dozer could be adapted for use on the D=T7E
by outting 10" off both ends of the cutting edge.
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(6) Recommendstion: Thot modified HD=16 dozer cutting
edges be used when D-7E dozer cutting edges are not available,

(3) MWelded Culvert Assembly

(a) Observation: An alternate method of culvert’assembly
had to be 'sought due to the nonavailability of culvert bolts,

(b) Evaluation: Large amounts of 24 inch culvert were
issued without culvert bolts. It was decided to try welding the smaller
diameter culvert together. Twenty-four inch culvert may be welded to-
gether by using only 3 or 4 culvert bolts, spot welding the sections
of culvert so that they are properly aligned and, once spot welded,
the bolts may be removed and used to properly align and spot weld the
next section, The method has thus far proved satisfactory,

(¢c) Recommendation: That twenty-four inch or smeller
culvert be welded when culvert bolts are not available,

- (4)  Expedient Vater Distributor

(a) Observation: Due to the large amount of £ill being
placed it was necessary to look for a way of spreading more water on
the road under construction,

(b) Evoluation: It was poszible to locate an old
5000 gallon tanker which was in bad shape, By taking the wheel off
of the old tanker it wos possible to ploce it on a lowboy, fobricate
a spreader bar and unse it as an additional water distributor,

(¢) Recormendotion: Whilo the nbove method renders one
lowboy trziler unavailable, it makes possible the expeditious come
- paction of large amounts of fill,

(5) Sienaling Deviceflond Glearing)

(2) Observation: The noise from 25-30 dozers operating
similtancoudly nakes it extremely difficult to quickly discover a
dozer which is having problems,

(b) Evaluation: The use of smoke grenades proved to be
quite effective in signcling when problems developed.

(¢) Recommendation: 411 dozers working in lorge land

clearing operations should carry smoke grenades for quick notification
to maintenance personnel, .
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(6) QlﬁﬂJﬂIuLJnlelﬁhﬂﬁh_£hIIliﬂ;4,2&919&51&3&4.&19.‘Lnnﬂ

. (a) Observation: Much tims was lost by having Rome
Plow blades on dozers to clear down sides of ravines and gullies,’

(b) Evaluation: Rame plow blades proved inefficient in -
clearing side slopes and much time was lost using them in these
locctions while bull blades were used quite effectively,

(¢) Recommendation: Rome plow blades should be used
to clecr flat ground and bull blades should be organized into one
cutting section to follow the Rome plows,

(7) Clerring Bomboo(Land Clearing)

. (a) Observation: Windrowing bamboo proved inefficient
becouse it did not cut easily,

(b) Eveluation: Since bamboo did not cut easily, it
was ripped out parcllel to the direetion of cut, It would dry out
rapidly ard could be burned within four hours,

(¢) Recommendation: Bamboo should be ripped parailol
to the direction of cut and then one plow be used to push cut bamboo
into large piles which are casily burned, Pushing should bec done
perpendicular to the direction the bamboo was cut,

(8) Overheating Dozors(Land Clearing)

(a) Obscrvation: Dozers wore overheoting in the field
due to excessive dust collection by the radiators.

(b) Evaluation: Forced nir cloaning: with the organic
air compressor ~ir hose helped but the pressure was insufficient to
do a thorough job, ' & short length of metal pipe was welded to a uni-

versal coupling, " The opon end was reduced to increase air pressure
at that point,

(¢} Racommendation: Thot this expediency be used to
clean radiators in extremely dusty areas when normel pregsures are
inadequate, :

(9) Dozer Cab Scrocna(land Clearing)
(2) Observation: Screen (wire mesh) on cab sides wes
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easily ripped by branches,

(b) Evaluation: By using old drill stcel from one of
the rock quarries, an effective grill wos welded and used in lieu
of the wire mesh, This also helped to structurally reinforce the cab,

(¢) Recommendation: That ripped wire mesh on cabs be
replaced with a steel bar 4rill network, :

(10) D-7E Tropsmission Fi 0-Ring

- (a) Observation: D-7E transmission filter elemecnts
frequentlydeveloped leaks immediately following replaccment,

(b) Evnluation: Transmission filter elements came
without replacement O-Ring, 01d O-Rings werc often worn out or when
replacing the cap, operators tightened one bolt all the way down
before tightening the other two which cut the O-Ring,

(¢) Recormendation: That carc be taken in replacing
these O-Rings and the cap screws tightened evoenly,

(11) D-7E Redintor Guards

(a) Observation: The radictor guards on a D-7E are
often knocked loosc while on lurge cle~ring operaticus,

(b) Evaluation: The pins hoding the radiator guard
often are Mmocked out without the operctor lmowing it, A more secure
nethod is to bolt the guard directly to the shell,

(c) Recommendculon. That radiator guards on dozers
engaged in continual leavy work be bolted directly to the dozer shell,

c. Iraining
(1) Ircop Information on Venereal Disease and Drug Abuse

(a) Observotion: Training films on venereal disease,
drug abuse and first cid are difficult to dmpossible to obtain in RVN.

(b) Evaluation: Visual training oids such as films
would greatly assist in informing troops on the adverse cffects of
vencreal disease and drug abuse.

(¢) Recommendation: That trainiug films on VD and drug

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
26

Yo




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

EGACBF-CO 30 April 1969
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engincer Battalion (CGonstruction)
" For Period Endlng 30 hpril 1949, RCS CSFOR-65(R1)

abuse should be made readily available to units in Vietnom,
d. Intelligence
None
e. Logistics .
(1) Use of Microscope and Ceptrifuge as an Aid to Disgnosis

(a) Observation: Microscope and centrifuge utilization
are cssential to accurate bacteriological and hematological diagnosis, '

(b) Evaluation: The battalion Medical Section utilized
a microscope cnd centrifuge which were on loan from the 61st Mediccl
Sattalion, These items save many manhours that would otherwise be
used traveling to a location where such diagnostic procedures would
be possible, The total nunber of laboratory tests performed during
the report perlod with this borrowed -equipment was 1,996, 0

(¢) Recommendation: Thet the M4 of = Construction

Engineer Bpttalion Medical Section be expanded to include a micko- -
scope and centrifuge,

f, Organization: None
ge OCther: None

,’/,/
VWA

1 Incl . Ac Sc ROSIN
—t——OrgonizotiomStruchure— LTC, CE
Incl wd Hq, DA Cormanding
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EGA=CO (30 April 69) 1st Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 589th Engimeer Battalion (Const) for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (K1)

DA, Headquariers, 35th Engineer Group {Const), APD 96312, 22 May 1969
TO: Commanding General, 18th Engineer Brigade, APO 96377

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons learned
for the 589th Engineer Battalion (Const) for the quarterly period ending

30 April 1969, The report is an excellent summary of the battalion's
activities for the reporting pericd.

2. This headquarters concurs with the remarks of the Battalion Caommander.

s LN
%LIAM L. Bmé
Colonel, CE
Commanding
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AVLC-BC (30 4pril 1969) 2nd Ind
ABJLCT:  Cperational eport of the 58%th Lnpineer Battalion (Construction;
for the Feriod Ending 30 April 1969, RC:G C3FCR-65 (R1)

.., Headquarters h Enci i ATC

» Headquarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, ATC 96377 6 JUN 1959
T0: Commending General, U.3. immy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DGT, ARG 96375
1. This headquarters has reviewed the (perational Report - Lessons Learned
for the 589th Engineer Battalion (Construction) as indorsed by the 35th
ingineer Group (Construction). The report is considered to be an excellent

account of the Battalion's activities for the reporting period.

2. This hezdquarters concurs with the observations and recormend:ztions of
the 3attalion and Group Commanders, with the following corments added:

.eference: Section II, paragraph a (1). This recomendation has been
creviousiy suvbmitted to US: &V for inelusion in future ITCH submission.

« e MCERIS
Colonel, Cxz
Commanding

s Cu, 35th ingr Gp
oC, 58%9th Ingr Bn
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SUBJ:CT: Operational Report of 589th Engineer Battalion (Jonstruction) for
Period Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HCADQUARTERS, UNITED STAT«S ARMY, VILTNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 23 JUL 1986

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 589th
tngineer Battalion (Construction).

2. Comments follow: .‘

a. Reference item councerning "Front Idlers on D-7E Dogzer," section II,
page 23, paragraph b(1); nonconcur. The front idler assemblies, FSN 2530~
911-9225, for the D-7E Tractor, are not anticipated to last the life of the
tractor, This item has a source code of X2 and may be repaired or replaced
at the direct support (DS) level. TM 5-2410-214-35 provides detailed instruc-
tions on this subject. The idler assembly is a sealed unit; however, it may
be disassembled and lubricated by DS maintenance personnel. Idler assemblies
obtained from cannibalization points, rebuilt idlers, or new idlers should
be checked for lubrication prior to installation. If a2 new or rebuilt idler
is found that has not been lubricated, an EIR should be submitted to USAMCOM
providing the full details, The unit will be informed by separate corres-
pondence. No further action iec required by this or higher headquarters.

b. Heference item concerning "Troop Information on Veneral Disease and
Drug Abuse," section II, page 26, paragraph ¢(1); concur. Films are avail-
able in Vietnam on both subjects. The USARV Commander's Notes, July 1969,
will contain an item regarding the availability of these films and the
procedure for obtaining them.

c¢. Reference item concerning "Use of Microscope and Centrifuge as an
Aid to Diagnosis," section II, page 27, paragraph e(1l); nonconcur. Medical
facilities with a holding capacity require the equipment noted. Facilities
engaged in limited sick call care do not require this equipment to perform
their mission adequately. More attention should be placed on the information
gained in taking a history and doing a physical than on information recorded
by a microscope and a centrifuge.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

lbl

CPT. AGC
Cy furn: ASST. ADJUTANT GENERAL
589th Engr Bn
18th ‘ngr Bde
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GPOP-DT (30 Apr 69) 4th Inc

SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 589th Engineer Battalion
(Construction) for Period Ending 30 April 1969,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 19 AUG 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

A, ,/ZJZ ’ "

D. A. TUCKER
CPT. AGC
ASST AG
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