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Section 1, Signficant Organizational Activitics: %%

Pk

a. GENERAL:

(1) The 39th Engr Bn Base Camp was located at TUY HOA North Airfield
area (CQ 152478) until 10 april 1967. In order to join TASK FORCE OREGON
the battalion made an amrhibious move to the DUC PHO area (BS 812381),
P closing on 17 April 1967. The major octivities during the reporting period
were: Operation Adams with the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div (1 Feb - 1 ipr 67),
Operation "OH-JAK KYs O" with the 28th ROK Regt (18 Mar - 8 apr 67),
Operation LE JEUNE with the 2nd Bde, 1st Cav Div and Operation BiKIR as
part of TiSK FORCE OREGON (14 Apr - 30 Apr 67).

3 {2) Operation /dams wes initiated by the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div on 10
Dec 66 in the vicinity of TUY AN .nd DOWG TRE. The 39th Engr Bn supported
this operation by:

(a) Hkine clesring and maintenance of routes QL #1, 6B and TL2D
daily in sector. '

W

(b) Construction of the TUY AN airstrip (9001).

f (c) Upgrading and construction of bridges on routes QL #1 and 6B
: o Class 50 one-way.
4
(d) Demolition support for bunker destruction.
8
1 (3) Operation OH-JAK-KYE O was initiated by the 28th ROK Regt on
g 18 March 67. The 39th Engr Fn supported by:
i (a) Construction of three (3) bridges for access to artillery
& crmplacements. :
Q‘ (b) Maintenance and improvement of drainage on roads within the
i area of operations,
4
%

(¢) lMine clearing daily in sector.

(d) Conducting search and destroy missions.

{4,) Operations IE JEUNE 2nd BAKER were initiested to relieve elements
of the 1st harine Division for further deployment. The 39th supported
these opcrations by:

g

ki

(a) Initielly constructing a pioneer road from IZ Guadalcanal
(BS 863377) to the DUC PHO complex is (BS 812381) which is to be upgraded
to & fWU-W&ﬂ Class 50 g weather =eod as the operation centinues.

(b) Constructing a C-130, modificd Type II Airfield at DUC PHO.
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(¢) IMine clearing of road in the TAOR daily.

E (d) Demolition work in the destruction of bunkers and trench-
: lincs.

(5) GCompany "A": At the beginning of the reporting period Company
mA" was located at TUY aN with the mission of improving routes 6B, QL #1,
and TI2D. During February, the company installed a 102 foot timber pile
oridge on route 6B, shaped approximatcly 10 kilometers of road and installed,
i ] opened, and iuproved cxisting drainage on route 6B, constructed a single
P span timber bent brid.e (TL2D #3) on TI2D, widencd and upgraded bridge
k- 1N14 on QL #1 to support Class 50 traffic by driving four steel piles on
either side of the existing bridge, constructed two more bridges (TL2D #1 &
TL2D #2) on route TI2D, began peneprimin;, the hasty airficld at TUY AN,
and began filling potholes with sand cement on route QL #! as a deterrent
to VC mining of the road. On 1 February a five ton tractor detonated a
VC mine in the vicinity of (CG 053719) resulting in one (1) enlisted man
KIA and another enlisted man WIA. On 3 February Commny "AM was called
upon to secure an LZ for a Medivac mission to lift out three (3) ARVN
troops seriously wounded in a VC ambush on QL #1. On 5 February a mine
sweeping, element working west on 6B detected a strong reading on the [
detcector. One man moved forward to probe and renoved a small piece of
stecl from the road. ~fter a ten second lapse there was an explosion
killing the prober and wounding two (2) others. One (1) cnlisted man from
the heavy equipment platoon was wounded on 13 February when the groder
he was driving dotonated 2 VC mine in the vicinity of (CQ 038724). in
element was ambushed in the vicinity of (CQ 135579) on 24 February and
after returning fire, swept the arca finding 30 caliber ammwunition and
pepers of intelligence value. On 24 February, one (1) platoon of Company
W wzs reorganized o Infantry and provided 2 sccurity force ior the move-
ment of Company 4B to CUNG 30il. During liarch the company completed the
pencpriming of the TUY v airstrip and the filling of potholes in critical
arcas on QL #1, drove threc (3) test piles at the Hi YEN River, conducted
a two day search and destroy mission on QL #1 discovering a VC bunker
from which numcrous ambushes had been mode and also a quantity of explosives.
During this period, the unit was alerted to prepare to move to DUC PHO as
a pert of T/SK FOXCE OR&(GOle In additicn, the unit was given a design for
the ripair of a concrete steel suringer bridge (1N10) which had bcen blown
and then raiscd. The work consisted of pouring a concrete picr and rcpair-
ing steel string2rs which were bent and torn from the force of the explosicn.
On 5 licrech while sweeping QL ##1, the team observed a 4'x3' hole at the
vicinity of (CQ 138577). ilso at the scene were LRVN clements who learned
from local villages that four (4) VC werc emplacing a minc at that locsotion
the previous night. Threec badly danieged weapons and bits of human reuains
werc discovered at the site. Whilo on road mainucnance a crew from Company
n." dug up a mine as it excavated potholis. The mine contained approximately
ten (10) pounds of explosives and a firing device made from two (2)
batteries in a bamboo tube. On 5 March 70 rounds of sniper fire were fired
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at a jecp travelling south on QL #1 (CQ 138579). Both the company
commander and the driver in the wvchicle were wounded. On 16 March an

HCO stepped on o PUMJI trap rcsulting in onc (1) WIa. During the month of
Lpril the unit wes gilven a positive alert to prepare to move to TASK FOZCE
OREGON. The first portion of the month wes spent pouring the concerete picr
at 11110 and clcaning up the site, and Lhe lettcer portion of lhe ronth was
used in prepering looding plans end sointeining vehicles end equipment.
The unil then nowed to Port Lanc, loadcd on an IST and moved to the bunch-
heed cest of DUC PHO. The first few duys work, after unloading was
corplsted, consisted of haulin, f£ill to stabilize thc beach for vehicular
tracizce 1owards the cnd of the quarter the conpeny noved to Duu PHO ~nd
began construction on the C~130 airstirig »l that locotion. On 3 wpril an
cloment was ambushed in the vieinity of (CQ 174575) with no casunltius,
While nine sweoping the pioncer road on 16 April a piece of nctal was
observed in the road. When the area wes probed a detonstion took place
killing two (2) men and wounding two (2) others. The resulting crater

was five (5) feet deep ond seven (/) feet in diamcter. During the cntire
reporting period the culipeny conduct.d dzily winc swecps or rozds in its '
arca of ojerations and on an as reguired beosis.

(6) Company "BM: At the beginning of the reporting period CoLipany

nBM was loeated in the vieinity of artillery Hill, TUY HO.. north (CQ 135526
with the mission of upgrading QL #1 to one-way Cless 50 and rinc swecping
daily in scctor. Onc (1) plstoon of the coupeny was located at TUY HO:
South buach assisting the 577th Lngr Bn (Const) in cantonment construction.
By 1 Fubruary 67 the platoon hed couplited three (3) 20x100 DX warchouses
and hed started a bakery construction jreject. To assist Company "Ct in
the construction of bridge 1829 (CP 026945) =nd 1830 (CP 023910), pre-cast
concrete stringers, 12mx21x20! werc poured by Congpany "B® and trucked to
site locntiori. Demolition work was dune in conjunction with the road con-
struction projcct of the 572d Errsr Co (IE) of Hill 430 (CQ 258221). The
company Line swept deily frem its basc locaticn north cn QL #1 to the
viecinity of (CQ 138517), and performed road raintenance of QL #1 in a
northerly dirceticn coasisting primarily of f£illing potholcs with concrete.
Concrete wes used for two (2) reessons: (1) the motecial ws readly cvaile
eble. (2) the hardened concrete was a relisble nethod of preventing the
instellaticn of mines ir the zsphnalt roadway. On 1 February, "B" Coupany
received approximately fiftecn (15) rounds of mortar fire. ﬁedivac
_assistance was requested and three (3) conlisted men werce evacuated oy
‘helicoptos. Three (3) additional men received minor injurics and remained
with the unit. On 5 February 1967 curbing and riscrs wesc placed on
bridie 1N1O (CQ 115647). In order tc upgrade QL #1, the trcadway was
rerleced on seven (7) bridges north of TUY HO, Worth. One element of the
colipony wes zmoushed in the vieinity of (CG 141509 con 7 February by
autonctic weapons fire. After returning the firce the clement continued on
its nmission with no casualtics. On 15 February 1967, a mine swecping tcan
wos anbushed in the vicinity of (CQ 123623) killing onc (1) enlisted man.
Snipur fire wes received as a niine sweep team was opurating on QL #1




- (CQ 14455L). With the cid of a FiC, the team moved into the area and
captured four (4) VC suspccts whlch were turncd over to the TUY HO. Subsector
Headquarters. Company "B started using cold mix to fill potholes on
15 vebruery 1957 and results observoed were:

(2) The use of the proper coupection equimient is necessary.
Compaction by 5 ton dump trucks was not satisfactory but had to be uscd due
& to lack of compaction equipnent.

(b) The output of the cold iy plant opurated by the 577th Bngr
Bn (Const) wes not sufficicnt te mect tie requireuments oi all the units
using the plant.

On 24 February 1967 five (5) minc swoeping teoms with Infantry security

were deployed by hcelicoptor with the uission of clearing sectors of 7B for
the movement of Company "B" to CUNG SON from TUY HOA. . fter recciving

g sniper fire at (BQ 966386), a mine swecp tcan returned fire and found three
(3) VC KI. by body count ~rnc two (2) VC werc captured. By 25 February 1967,
the company had moved to CUNG SON (BQ 807438) for thu purposc of continuing
construction of a 2,500 C-123 iirstrip that had been halted due to heavy

E rains in Decenber 1966. During the entire opcration resupply wes accomplished
: by air. s part of the preparation for the airfield ccnstruction a laterite
pit and heaul road were opencd on 26 Februcry 1967. The final surface of

the airfield wes a non-skid substance applied to T-17 membrane. Several
factory joints failed in the membrane and had to be glued together and it

is felt thet tropical climate conditions may have contributed to the

: deterioration of thue T-17 joints while in storage. On 7 .pril 1967, the
conpany returned to TUY HO. North leaving one (1) platoon at CUNG SON
sirfield with a repair and meintenance mission. On 9 Lpril 1967, Company
nB" passcd to operational control of the 577th Engr Bn (Const) as the 39th
Engr Bn (C) (4) prepared to depart for T.SK FORCE OREGON.

(7) Company "C": At thc beginning of the reporting period, Company
nCn wms located north of NiNH HO.. (BP 992632) where it had the mission of
E constructing helipads for a US {mtl Lt Lvn Co ard a timber pile bridge
3 (1517) at (CQ 148119). ilso, daily road meintinance was performed on QL #1
fror VONG 20 te DLLHN (O 333150) and in the POK Cardirment aren. Ir
5 February the company began the improvement of the airfield at 9th ROK
Division Headgquarters. The eiffort consisted of hauling £ill and grading the
-11-'.{.:« i ﬂtwﬁ‘tiul. for bhe Hdtailstion oF oI vy RO eriess U 10
Fekruary one (1) platoon of WCM Company was placed in direct support of
the 3/12 Infantry Battalion of the 1/4 Infantry Brlgddc and noved to
{30 TESATL)Y . Duppirt sersizied tritarily of acéompurying redorn tizns %C
provide mine clearing and demolition capebilitics. 4 major project was the
repair of bridge 1821, a 270' span of which one 70! sen had been dropped
atl The norulicin abulente A Uy pids ua.x.115 culicl ¢le cudlvelts was lustallel
prior to removal of the damaged 70! section. Recounstruction of the one
lane bridge wes accomplished by shortuning the spaa length to 20! with fill
and constructing a timbor pile abutment. Stringers were then placed

|
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hetween the abutment and the existing conerete pier. as a result of
Coupany "3¢ comudittrmenis at CUMG SON, one (1) platoon of Company "C" was
given the baliery coenstruction project as well as the demolition support
tesk on Hill 430 on 21 February 1967. In order to make bridge 1530

(CP 023916) trafficable, concrete abutnents were poured and pre-cast
concrete stringers were used on a 20 foot spen. Lt the end of the period
Corpnny "CM was cngaged in extensive upgrading of bridges on QL #1. In
corunction with the bridpring nissicn a recon was held daily to insure that
thers wee no mining, activity on QL #1 ane exicting bridges. On Y ipril

the C.ifeny passcd to oper-tionsl conlrel of the 577th n ineer Battalion
(Const) as th. 39th Enginecr Battalicn prepared to join T.LR FRCw OREGOL.

(8) Coupany "Di:  Formerly Company “BM, 31st Ingincer Battalion (C) (4)

and ¢n Itschner fw:.od winncr, this c.upany came fron Fort Bliss, Texas
and orrived at Po.t lane, VUNG RO on 22 February 1967. The initial base
camp was ot TUY KO~ Nortn with relocstion to DILLAHN on 1 March 1967.

The first .1 toon remeined with 39th Engr Bn () () (<) ot TUY HO. during
this relocaotion. ffter arrival at TUY HO.., delly mine sweeps on QL 441
lorth of base camp were carried or by the three (3) line platoons. ..bout
five (5) days after the conpanyts deborkation the cquipiacnt arrived at

PORT L NE. Some four (4) deys were spent ir processing and propering for
rovenent of compeny (=) to DLALAHN., DM Conpany (ridnus 1st platoonj sct
up base coap at DILLAHN and assuned the nejor mission of QL #1 naintenance
ron the vieinity of TU BOuu (C7% 150120) to VURC nu. During the six (6)
week period, over 200 yarcas of asphaltic cold ndx, 300 bags of cement and
some 2,000 yards of £i1l were utilized in rcadway repeirs. Slide arces
vere reduced with subsequent develogment of turncuts along the narrow
roosway and widening into 2 lanc capecity in iwny arcas. Numcrous washcut
srees were reduced, one (1) specific arca requiring 28 lozds of blast rock.
Drcinage dmprovement consisted of rcelcocation ~f ditch lines, najor cleaning
ana extension of more than 30 wzrge culverts., During this pericd, two

(2) squads were deing demolition work i1n conjunetion with construction of
8ignal Hill Rond, (CQ 262218), ond 572¢ LE Camsmany project. The first
platecn, during this period, wes conducting the daily minc sweep of QL #1,
prep ring soue 30 concretc strinfers and constructicon of two (2) naine
tenonce tent concrete pads. The first platoons nilssion was then to give
cnpancer sup.ort te the ROK .rty Bn (Ci) 062468) which consisted <f construece—
tion of four (4) tinber bricies and inprovement and rointunance of five (5)
kiloncters of read. On 11 aprdl, " Company loaded aboard LST 572 for
shipnent to DUC PHO area. Cn 13 4pril, »D» Company deborked at 1Z
Guadrleanal and prevared for cengineer tesks in the DUC PHO arez., On 14
wpril, reecon ond initizl constructicn bezan for o ploncer road to be built
between LZ Guadale-unl, (BS 863375), and LZ Montczuma, (BS 815383). The
ploncer rocd wos pushed to the halfwsy point by 16 jpril and the company
vstablished its base camp in what was previously VG territory. During the
first four (4) days of construction, scven (7) scparate enuay cncounters
hind.red constructisn and r-sulted in threo {3) WL.!'s. Beginning 18 .
wbril three (3) days of rain rcsulted in scmc 6,000 cubic yards -f fill
being requircd t. crass 350 yerds of rice paddy. Two (2) MAT6 bridges
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(45" and 38'4") were constructed ond six (6) culverts prlaced. Before the
roadway was trafficeble, 20,000 yrds of fill were loeded .ut from a major
borrow pit (BS 814365). Three (3) scrapers and four (4) graders were
utilized dwring cerly cunstruction stzges to widen the first haled >f the
road tou two lene width end effirts continue t. develop necessary turnouts
and widen the c¢ntire readway to btwo lones. 45 necessary counterueasures
to VC acticn, over 800 m of VG tunnels hove been destroyed by explosives,
literaly miles of trenches and hedercws hive becn desl~.yed and a series
of nightly zmbushes were o nducted to prevent mining ol the berrow pit
area. Daily mine swecps conducted along the newly c.nstructed rouadway
have resulted in detcctica and destruction of 2 1,000 lb bumb and numerous
155mm and 105ma shells ermployed as roadmines. Construction continued along
the rood with application of road 0il =2s dust pellative and initiol steps
to replr ce tactical brideing with fixed bridgcs ond nore peranent dreinage
features. 4n additional wissicn initiated in the 1st days of the next
quarter iavelved preparation of 101st Brigude arce (BS 848370).

(9) 553d Engr Co (FB): .t thu beginning of the reporting period the
553d Engr Co (FB) was located at TUY HO.. South (CQ 239379) with the
Sdosdion ol calnbuindiy foa wecurdn, o 00 & ol sdael oric o ot
(€CQ 201350) . The c.apany was also c.znged in reising a tw: span cencrete
bridge at {CQ 115647). This operation consisted of litv .y twe dropped
spens by nieens of 2 winch on a VIR in combination with o block and tackle
system. fs5 the spans were reiscd cribbing wes uiiploced until spns were
sbove level of abutments. Then cribbing wes repleced with prefabbed timber
bents thus allowing & reinforced concrete picr to be formed and pourcd
to support the two spans. The first spon wes raised on 13 February and the
second on 28 Februsry. In order to subport » convoy bv the 1/10tst fbn
Bde a six (6) float reinfurced light tacticol raft was installed at the
QL #1 Hi. Y8N Crossing (CQ 065735) on 28 Fcbrusry. On 1 Merch a six (6)
Kledd wulnll seud WE e pyom Softell0 -0 YE '~ 8 et i sl
until 23 March to assist in driving test giles xor a 1,200 foot bridge
proposed for construction at that lccaticn. On 5 March the dry span at
bridge 1N14 (CQ 077707) was removed while Company Mi" was completing the
decking anc abutment rcpair. On 22 March the compeny furnished six (6)
assault boats for an oper-tion in the DiM O LO.U Bay (CQ 130680) to stcp
sa;m pans frou lecving the area of a search and destroy opecraticn. Two
(2) engincers were assigned tu cach boat along with four (4) infantryuen
from 3/12 Irfantry Bn of the 1/i Infantry Brigade. On 31 March an operstion
similer to the bridge raising on 1N10 was initiated on bridge R1S5
(CQ 229290). However in order to test a new systaa Bailey bridge jacks were
unod inatoed of the wrarhoed Yloeck ~7al teckls aystmms O ToLpril the
553 . Engr Co (FB) was attached to the 577th Engr Bn (Const) as the 39th
Engr Bn (C) (4) prepared for T.SK FORCE OREGON. it thet time the company

TRE o U pRofesy of Buisiay e U0 Teth; twe SPEL TR ilDoTecd COTETERS
bridge (155).
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(10)  572d Engr Co (IE): ittached to the 39th Engr Bn, the 572d Engr
Co (LE) wes Luprovirg Thme. drainage systen for the road on flill 430 at the
tepimning, of th. periode The opursiisn eateiled widering the road and
cutting ditchies in an are:. which haw unknown boulder formations and slopes
cxeeviing 209, By 6 February the ronl was passeble to 23 ton vehicles.
On 24 Fehruary one (1) platoon of the ceupany noved with Coapany "B" t
CUNG SOM to support the airficld cperations. On 1 karch onc (1) plotocn
noved to QUL NHONW and was attached to the 19th Enpr Bne On April 9th
the company was ~ttached to the 577th Engr Bn (Const) ai tne 3%t nr
3n wzs pren ring o nove te DUC PHO (TiSK FORCE OREGON) . However; scne
cquigicnt with o,er-tors, to include three (3) 290N tr-ctors with sciropers
cnd one webbly-whevled roller, was attached to the 39th for the construction
of the DUC FHO airetrip.

be TR.AKNING: During the ruporting period the Battelion werked 6 to 7 daye
o weeks  Depending on the situation, Sundsy nornines were for church
services ond training while the aftcernocns were for meintunence of TOE
cquijppint. Mandatory sibjects and review of conbet engineering vrinciples
were included in the troining,

ce LOVELENT: The Tattalion smoved by LST from TUY HO.. to DUC PHO closing
on 17 .porils  There were no mmjor problems encountered in the nove excedt
that a lot cf the huevy cquipment 2nd concx conteincrs had to be shuttled
to the L8YW landing.

Ge SUPLLY:

(1) Durins the reportine pericd, support wes reecived from the follow-
ing orpanizations:

(2) TUY HO. SUB~.RE.. COHwID (THSAC) - 411 Class I, III and V
supplics and linived Cless IV construction anl barricr materinls.

(o) Ciir RLNH B.Y DEIOT - .11 Cless II and Class IV not availnble
in (THS..C).

(2) it the beginnin_ of the reporting period the line compenies of
the battalion were sugportea os £:1lows:

(a) Cowpony "av, located vn Route QL #1 at (CQ 113664) .

=

Class I - Supply point rickup.

2 GCleoss II, III, TV end V ~ Unit delivery by Battalion.
(b) Coupcony wBM, locited ot CUNG SON (BQ 808422) approximatcly

65 kiluacters distont from TUY HO. wes supported in all classes of supply

by heliceptore Roesupply by KOGLWS, DIZSEL anu other Class 1II on a scven

(7) doy intervei. Class I on a three (3) day intervel classes II & IV

s required.
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(c) Company "C", located at NINH HOA, (CQ 990832) ap.roximately
80 kilometers South of TUY HOA was supported in the following manner:

1 Class I and I1I by supply point vickup in NhA TRANG.
2 Cless 1I, IV and V was unit delivery by Seattalion.

(d) Coupzny '"D4, located at DLLLAHN (CQ 231194) w-s supplicd as
follows: Class I, II, III, IV and V unit deldivery by Battalion.

(3) 553d Engr Co (FB) & 572d Engr Co (LE); both units were located
vicinity of TUY HO4 South beach (CQ 247373) eud werc supportud by unit
distribution of Classes 1, Iil, and V supjlics obtained frcn THS.C.
ILirdited atount of Class IV iterns w.r. obtained Irou THS..C. ‘'The bulk of
Classcs Il zn. IV were obtainud frci. CRB.

(4) The battalipn obtained its supplies during this period by supily
point pickup. Bulk MOGAS, DIESEL and lubricants were picked up at Class |
III retail points and delivered to the cowponics.

(5) Availability of all Classes of supplics iuproved considerably
during this reporting period.

(a) The Battalion continued to convoy from Cil RiNH DEPOT Class
II and IV supplies. During this regorting period the Battalion ren a
total of two hundred thirty cight (238) vehicles from CRB. Tonnage
transported by type were:
1 Class II - 168 tons
2 Class IV -~ 335 tons

(6) The availability of Class II/IV supplics aided the Battalion in
accomplishing its mission.

(7) & nuaber of mezjor cquiprient shorteges existed in this Battalion.
The lack of thesc items effected the operavional cepebility of the unit.
Tie shorrages were as fcllows:
(2) 1/4 tor truck - 4 ccch
(b) 3/4 ton truck - 3 cach
(¢) 5 ton wrccker - 1 each

(d) Loaccr Scocp — 1 cach

(¢) 250 CFM Compressor - 2 ecch

[GE CTFICIAL s - -




(8) Of special note during this reporting period was the support of
;‘ Cuiiany "B" at CUKG SOK, Class I rations werc drawn by Battalion sup,ly
) as per rzcion cycle and delivercd by helicoptor missions, this enabled
£ the unit to have two (2) hot meals deily (with the exception of a seven
: (7) day period) durin; their entire period at that location. Class 11T
i POL delivery wes 88,000 gallons of diesel, 27,000 gallons iMCGAS and on
asscrtuent o other POL product; oll dnliveries werce by aerial resupply.
Class II & IV, materials deliverca by avrial resupply were 167,000 lbs.

(9) On 5 April 67 the Rattalion wa. requirec tu bring itself to an
inproeved readiness posture for its udssion with TaASK FORCE OREGON. During .
tae period 5 - 12 ppril, through cocrdination with 45th Engr Gjy, 18th Engr 3
Bde, The Engr Comuand, 1st Logistical Cormiand, CaM RANH DEFOT snd QUI o
NHON DEPOT the Battalion wes able to obtaln 24 line items consisting of
125 picces of equipments Upon the receipt of these items, the Battalion
was able to start its mission with no major cquipment shortapes.

¢ce. MEDICiL:

(1) The Battalion iid Station has the nission of conserving fighting |
strength and building personnel strength at a unit level. Sick call is Rk
held daily in the morning but the stotion is open 24 hours a day for

emergencies. It is capable of caring for the majority of diseases occuring 1
within the Battelion, except for febriic descases of unknown causcs and g
sxtensive injuries. In these cascs the Batlalion relicd on larger units
for support. While in TUY HO; this wnit was supported by the 563d Clearing

Platoon and 91st SVAC Hospital and at DUC FHC by #3% Cowmpany of the 25th

liedical Battalion which in turn evacuates paticuts wo the 85th & 67th J
EVAC Hospitals in QUL NHON. A

(2) In the last quarter the Battalicn startce usc cf Dapsone. This
I was vronpted by increase in I«Lalarla faleiparium withirn the area ol operatinn
¥ around TUY HO4. This move will prove to be rewarding since the unit
; meved irto DUC PHO which is known to be endemic for faleiparium anc at the
present tiae in the height of the Malaris scoson.

(3) With the begimning of the hot season it has been found necessary
to recrient the troops te the necessity for taking sa2lt tablets. This
requirement was realized after heving o significant number of patients with
heat prostration. Since that timc incidence has dropped to several cases
per nonth.

(4) Sanitation has rcmained at a high level within the last quarter,
i and improvencnt is made by mcans of a weekly inspection. It is also the
ald Station responsibility to keep the men up to date on their immuniza-
tions. The policy of the iid Station geing to the company to give required A\
shots rather than having the individuel report to the Bn facility has \
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resulted in a higher per ceatage (86%) with respeet toe uprto-date

intcunizativns.  The rocainder of nen are hicught up to dete when they report
here for R & R or prior rovurn 1. the staiese.

.fo lu.lx'l-;,j‘.i‘ls

(1) Durin_ tne rirst tw (2) tiaths or the roporving pericd the 39th
ingr Bnowes sup..orted by the 136th Light beintenance Cuapmny for all repair

ports anl support leintonance.,

(2) When Operation LB JUUIE »nd BLKER be_an the battalion was
augaented by a ten (10) nan contdcel tean frow the 136th i Coupany,
thus giving th: battali n an creanic suppert rneintinence capability.

(3) Rupair parts supgport £.r the first thirty (30) deys of the
operation wes alriost coiletely confin:d to Fllts, , fow critical itenms
were Jrocurcea chrough the 45th En r Co Mointenance Officer one QUI M _
DE.OT but no foriwl supply lincs were availoble at the ond f the reporting
neriode The ordinance PLL proved to bu adeguate for the first thirty (30)
days of operation.  This PLL has been daland data supperted over o cne (1)
yeor pericd in Vietnam anu cortains all neccssery oy "nlzat,lmcl RIS

By b= ]

The En_incer FLL proved to Le insdequate for twe (2) reason

(&) The tremcndous iafiux of constructicn equipnunt, most of
vhich wrs delivered without PLL r sverwock,

(b) The low dunsity of cngincer itens in the Battalion beforc
the cperetion began. This d not allow the cecwauletion of denends
necessery te stuock itens not on Teble I ¢f the respective monucls.

(L) The 3:ttalion Mointenance Scetion of an anginc.r Combat Battalicn
was not desipgned t: hancle the nunber of cerginc.r items presontly on hand
in the Battalicone Ingdditicn wost of the mechanies had never scen equip-
ment such as Clark 290k's (tractor scrcpers).  This problem wo resolvid
with OJT training; and cruss treining of ordinance hwchanics.

gs C..SULLTIDS:

K1k Wl
(1) Headquarters & Heedquarters Conpany 0 .
(2) Cowpony MAM i s
(3) Coupeny vBH 1 ;
(4) Cungnny HCw . 5

(5) Company "D C 6
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Sectien 2, Part I, Observation (Lesscns Leorrcd)

1. Porsonnel:
2e  JTbai: assignaent of [tlached Fersonrmel:

Discussion: This urdt we.s brutht u;r oo strength beth in
eouljrent ond persenned in rroperction 1 ;5K FORCL OREGOM.  Peuplce ond
cquiriient noved in relidly end et '.;ugg_-yed to the nocding sectauns ol st
ncdiovelys hony poeople arrived witho it orders or field guare

Oobscrv-.tivn: (i o fest budiide-u)l such os wo have undergong,
the Henduorters lircetin: oil changes shicnld heve i-en specific instruc—
tions to the losing units. Suach ituus os o IOT o Operstions Order weuld
nove faciliteted the ceeo nt:obility .r ool aind cquipnient.

h, TItens Biviuce of Tro.ps tioor Deioasc Pesitionse
Discuzsi.n: During on alizceik the first few iinutes are confused
onl dangerous. oS vwen nove toe thedr assigned ositicns they are susceptible

to cneyy fire. The o-jority oo cosunltivs usuclly occur during this tioe.

Qobscrvatiin: In casus where nen live aircctly behind their

defensive positions they are -ble to ouowve ints ohen irwiediately when 2l rted
‘\

The tiue irey are in 2n oxcozed positi oods roduc:d to o low mininuw.

2., OCper-tions:

o Itewr loadiny UL Coneerting ¥Wire:
Discussiun: Crneertina cnee used termdds to resist controcetion

wi
faad (rl

i
inbe »ld condigur tion. 3y utoiigizg pole trediler tic downs normally only
o fov rolls c.uld he coreio. _or lro .LLu

Qbscrvetion: 3y ¢ ..pressing concerting ;ut‘* downiward foree
of o fromt loader buck.t durjm‘ lo-din , 200 r.11ls of wirc can uosily
be corrind by an ungine.r c.pany on its cle trail.rs.

be Itua: Borrow rit Operations:

Discussicn: t‘quiuv-xmt density, perticularly refirence duzers,
crosors an. Iront dlesders, iz always o preblene  Hovover, attempts vy get
by vAth too littlc cquipnaent irv the pit is oftun nore detranicntel to opera-
ticrs then is initiclly cvident. One (1) dozer utilized t. push £ill to
oocoupde of front lvadors wrten is not sufficient i -~ 20 truck heul
epLrnibions Rough borrow pdt Lloeors ond poor droinese slow all phases (£
oreration.

11
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bservetions  Carcful study should be nede by equipment supcr-—
visors to insurce good site proparaticns ot all certh moving or loading
operations. k' additional Jdozer as w2ll as cccasional grader worc will
often inerease oubtpul considerably.

ce Jteun: Picneer R.ozd Coisieuction:

Discussivon: OIn: lane rorl censtruction often results in iong
backin,, distrnces for dumy irucks. Too few i incucguete turn around
locrtions drastically slow lown {111 operctions.

Obsurvatl. n: Construct freccuont ture ar.unds for construction
ecul, ment ond oow lop than into turn oute - the one lone ro-d opons to
traftic.

de  Iterm: sphaltic Gold ml <

Discussion: FPoor results have so.ctiies occurred in vtilizing
colc¢ mix for ro 1 repairs; however, this unit enjoycd wwueh success in
usin. cold .dx. rretlen srens of sutting and asphalt Wwecp? occasionolly
developed due to an exeess aweunt of ssphall in nixe The only renl problen
w2s con inadequate supply of cold ix Lor alll enginecr undts in the TUY HO.
Eab oI SN

Oiscrvnticn: Hore use be Lode oo cold ndx in reed reweir with
swecial emhosis on ndx makcurn; inprove s.prdy of cels ax.

o tem: wmeve wnt by LST:

Discussicns  Tnds unit recern.ly exoariclecd consicerable
wiffdiculty in Aobarking wheoeled vehieles 3w on 13T on sandy shorcs.
Onc (1) dozer vehicle .o Jetark. Rouch sons cowplicated the provlern.

Observatior: . lezet two (2) duzers be loaded ot front of
1ST for corly debarkotion b th for construction of exit ramy ond to focili-
tote novanent of waeele: ve icles on beach soad.

f. TIten: Last Finwbe Changes to Opuraticns Order:

Discusslen: ILust nmirate chenges in operaticn orders should be
ryoicded whencver possible.  Vien changes arc made they must be publashed
soon wnougch be be dissindsi zed (Jduwn to the asiallest eleument invoelved.

Obscrv-tiong i = chonges ore nade 2t the lest ninute, the

chznzes never reach 21l of © @ cleents o suictiies couses criticel
udssi.ns te be orrltod,

12
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e Item: Cerrect Vehicle Distribution:

Discussisn: Durine cenvey movesaents through areas requiring
the bypass of destroyed bridycs it is wisc te place the heevy equijaent
lowboys in the froat of the march unit. Thesce very heevily loaded vehicles
should be preccoced by o velicle cnpable of ciding in the cressing and
cquiped with sufficicrnt tow chains.

Obsurvaticn: Careful  organization of th. convoy ruduces the
tine required to pull vohicles througt the bypasscs.  Bricfing th. drivers
pricr to nwvement greatly reduces the time lost boecausce of wehicles: getting
stuck. Slower noving cguaplent in front also poverns convol speed.

h. Itua: Ioading o1 Cranes c¢n IST:

Discussion: On 14 april 1967, HAC's Heavy Lquipment Flatoon
tried to load 2 Garwood, 20 ton truck nounted cranc on to i new model IST.
i It was found that {i1. cra.c wowld juou cieur i overhoad raig. Murthersore,
| lvwre cee e wvoasd Wa bt L Se Gane wes Loo drrge.

¥ Obscrvation: 10C worwood Crane couwld . Joided by swingit,
' th. boan. e the rear and backing it on th: 18T, 7The Ancric:n Crene could
a0t be loadod ax. an LOU hoo b0 Do obbtaincds

HIdIDNAodddy (LON LXHL

1. Iten: I37 Avrivel sifori tion:

Diveussior: Frem 1200 hours 12 i.rii 1967, HEC sat wedtdny

1% for crders to locd oa to Lhedr LST. The ships wire orcercd and diopatencd
through hijhor hoe suertirs. “owever, 504 dndcr vion was lacking et

i 02T LaFd, so no wstensive praor lemidng could be donc.

) Obs.rvation: sort Tia re.re. w.iotives should be liforiwcd
i s to locotion cud w4 of thelr assi_ied ships. {lcy can then givo out
H th: aT4 o the wmiting unils.

",

Jo Ituas Coastruction oi Tiuwber .id. drid os:

: Diccussion: During .ile drliving opurations it wes notec thei
5 Jddes wers ddfiicult to #lipn an' as resistance to ; cuetration increasca,
tne butt ead or the dilc s, lit.

Coservaiion: An sdgustable cotwalk shoulc be constructce so
that tne pile leads will renedin stetioncry. A motal claup shoula bhe

",

fabricated to cncoiyass the butt .na of the pile to weter splitting..

ke Itew: Construciion or Jrilses 1o Stcess oi o Days Travel tine
fram Unit CPlss
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Discussion: & bn unit coustruicted two (2) bridies on TL2D
widch were in excess of one (1) doys travel from the Con_any CP.

Observit.on: 3y careful inventory, of material, nesdium
srerabricetion of beats before de arture, and careful loading oi vehicles
it was found thet small sgan timber trostle brid_es czi be loaded on
organic vehicles ol shipped to uhe site for re id construction with
mininug gersonncl crd equi swnt requirciaents.

1. Item: Use of iene, rine ou ijrsvrip:

Discussion: lone

seunesrive in clay silt soii are not sigadificently anereasud by he.tin, ond
thet the additionzal time cousumed in henting ie new worth the suwall bonefit
‘_,('lineﬁ-.o '

Opservition: 1L wes sround thet the puretration gqualities of

m. Tben: :ile Drivii, frow aa L4T6 Floating laft:

Ciscussion: m"a" Coiyany rec.ntly arove a test jiile in the middle
of the HA ¥Yah civer from an #4160 raft. The biggest probluw cacountercd
was tie instability oi the voft onu the consc;‘ucnt shiftin_ of thc loads.

Obscrvation: It wes fowund thet by enchordiy both ends of the

cit down strcan from tac reft :nd havin. a 27 foot bridgs ercetion boat

~ush the reft up stream czainst the anchorase that o fairly stable plat-
form was obtainced,

3. logistics:

S

as Ibcu: Freguency ol Resupply Sortive:

g Discussion: uhen re-supgly by air is rz \un‘eu, suf ficiznt
.- time uiust be _iven to the unii thet is rucciving the sup.iics. In same
7 cases raliors are rcyuired to be trensported from the airfield and they
2 are unable to be stockpiled near the landin, zone.

Obscrvation: Iosg of mumhours cuc to gersonnel standing by
and the loss of food cue to thawii, or spoiling eould be avoided.

b. Item: Firepower: 5

i Discussion: Under most operating conditions, engine=r units :

are requlred to set up a bivouac crec rerwved from any other friendly

1 tactical units. most cngineer units are rcouired to cstablish both Jjeb ;
site and perimeter sccurity. Under the old TOXE (Delta) each line com,.any 3

has six (6) coch 7462 mi, =00 mechine zun and four (4) each 50 Cal. .

b =
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mzchine guns which may be adequate if all zre ogerational. Under the
new TO&E (Gchc) only threc (3) ench 7.62 mm, }=00 mechine puns are
authorized, which is adequate for perineter and job sites sceugdty.

Observaticn: Heduction in ihe number of 7.62 ma mechine _un
ounly corngounds one (1) already troublesome arca. Additional firepover
should be authorized by the addition of ot least one (1) 81 mm mortar
scction for countsr - wmortar and iflunination firing.

L. raintenances
ae Itume Duap Jed Coutrel Box Leakesgo:
Discussion: This unit exucri uced a significent increase in

Duc Bed Contrel Box Leekoge® duc to rouln rocd coiditions ana the spreads
ing of dirt and £ill mat ricls hich cxerted a heavier load on the liits.

Chservations By rcgleein, the seals with deuble peskets ond
using ¢ sultadle senl ngterinl. The _roblim con be controlled.

be Jtoem: Adr Filters:
Discussion: A sizdficent Inercase in daily fuel consunption
was cxgeriencea and the eir [filters were not slueys bein_ cleaned in a
cugty enviroment. ‘the sym.tori con aleo be doetected by an increase in

13l cli Sioke? from thi eshauste.

Observation: Daily clecnin of air iilters ielps this .roblem
considerably.

¢e Iterms  Adr Dreathers:
iscussion: Dirty ona clog ed zir breathers on th. front
crrergency air outlet valwe on the right side of truck causes air build up

in Mnes wiich ciuscs broke drog ane oventually brakcs lock ug.

Coscrvations Close attention shculd be ke, l on ~his breather
to insure proper functioning.

de Ilwis Brake idjustuent:

Discussion; Onerators tend tc istall immer duals on the
trucks without aldi_nin_ the brake adjusting opening In the breckdrums.

Observation: Reinstalling the tires croperly wiil cut brakc
adjustient tie in half.

15
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e. JTtem: Ly DYE Dozer Proces.ing:

Discussion: In receiving a new picce of equigaent, such as vhe
UD7E" Dozer, o number ol loose lincs, fittin.s and coutrols wepe noted to
be out o1 adjustment.

Oposervation: By e close inspection of che eguipmont prior to
operation nmuch cown vime is saved.

fo Item: Slu,gish Doger hov.ent:

Discussion: 4 frequeit clowpdng, ~nd inscetion of the
hydraulic negnetic filters (2 eoch) will alow the D7E dozer to operate
using full econvertor ;. . r.

Observations These filters should ve checked wore frequently
than the nIO'S" state in the approiriate Th's.

s JItem: Dozer Tilt Blade Hoses:

Discussion: ‘the hoscs on the blade that are used far tilting
the blade are being worn rather e, idly.

Obscrvation: These hoses c:tch on the tecth of the blide
as the blade returrs vo the _rorad froim the usmword rosition. Jy shorten-
ing the hoses this Lroblan is eliudnated.

he Item: Track Adjustrent:

Discussion: /hile working in rocky conditions, the trocks on
the D7E Dozer will lcosen up rapidly.

Ooservation: 3y hovin:, Lhe opersior check this daily on his
ten hour shifts, he can iuvent excessive vear on the tracks.

i. Itan: Leaky Jouplings on puckst Loader:

Discussion: ihis unit has had coasiderable trouble with lecky
couplings on the bucket of tne H9CH Bucket Loader. This is caused by
hecavy objects, such as rock, that s.ill over the toy of the bucket while
lo:dinge As these objocets fall, they bend the lines and couplings and
will breck the fittings.

Observation: By closcr operator ins_ection, this .roblem can
be limited ang by pgroper ali_mient of theso lincs by the mechanic, this
problem can be aliost eliminated.

Je Itens Contact Truck at i ineer Combat Batualion Level:

16
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Discnssicn: Frequently there is an arc welding requira :nt
in a co..eny which na, be locuted 20 wiles or more from Battalion Maiie
tencnce Sectiou. To transport a Jdozer to and “rom Batialier i«').intenance
requires .uble acecldent exposure, sdadtionsl equdpacat Wi, L, ... - ni0das
the down time. To trans.ort a stetic arc .eldi: o wadlt fronm Battallon
laintunance exgoses the set Lo deceees due o Lrans eorting over fairly
ro _h roads,.

Obscrvation: A maint.nsneco contzet truck ds vuguired for
anzineer Gombat Batvelion.

E It Item: Fuel Tonke on Clar. 250 i¥s:

Discussion: The fucl and hydrauiic tenks on the GClark 290M
are loczled tuo close to the outside o1 Lhe tractor.

Observition: The tauks arc Lhe first ;art of the tractor
doiwged waen the teactor is sidesuipec. Tocks an: troes i Lhe path of the
290 beunce off the whells and woucge the varkse In addition the steps to
the o, crotorts sca® ore welde.. to th: tank and are 2 point ol ieaknese
The tanks should e relocated ovn future wodels or covered vith & protecctive
shield.

5 Cormumceoiions:
a. Iteun: Coypto Siccounts

Discussioilr 4 scparste cow.a2ny crypto account was euipolished
sunteside for caeny DM which involved .wuch adiiin ork as well as extra
gecLrity aecsures in vecnsportin. to Victnam. Stera_e in RVE anc subsoquent
turn=in oi accounts were an additicanl burden. 1o was known thet 21l the
orodleis diavolved in opciin,, sccurin and trensporting the erypto eccount
would culminate in Lukdiste curneion in RVi. yet the equiment wes roguired
to be shio;ed.

Obscrvallon: Thot opo:dn, of crydto accounts be discrnol:mid
in units oin:. te RVi.

be Itww: A Adio end VHAF Utilizetion:
. Discussion: In view of lan.. line difficulties, comsiderable
can.adcavions cculd be effcctively handled by Al and VHF radios. I, AN

and VIIF could He incor.orsted into 2 rore efrfcctive coimo systent.

Observztion: aduin and hi-h priority troffic be herdled by
Al and VHE oint to point rodicse

c. Iter: line Detcector lepair Ports:

17
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Dizcussion: WMore repair parts such as modules and detector heads
are requirced Lo keep this vital piece of equipment operationsl and in
daily use. These parts are difficult to obtain thru normal supply channels
in RVN.

i o R et g e e SE S e A S

Obscrvation: Units from 1he states should bring maxinum
asztector spare parts.

6. Unit Fuad:

a, Item:; Unit Fund:

g

Discussion: Coupzny "D" was involwed in transfer of cquipment
and persormel from Go "BW, 31st Engr 2n to Engr Packet 2. By GO further
redesignation etfective 12 Dec 66 resulted in Packet 2 designation deleted
and the company being designated Co "D", 39th Engr Bn (Cbt). Unit Fund
accounts were turned over to 31st Lngr Bn for Co "B", 31st Engr Bn ami a |
new fund was established for Packet 2. On entry into RVN, it appears ho
anit in this battalion can in fact utilize the unit fund.

Observation: Statweside units due for unit rotation be given
specific and detailed instructions reference unit funds and advised as to
what services and funds are in fact available.

Section 2, Part Il Recommendations:

1+ Personngds..

a. Recommend that headquarters direcling the PCS of perscnnel
specify equipment to be carried by each individual.

be. Defensive positions: Recomuend that personnel living and
defensive positions be one (1) unit as far as practicablc.

2. Operations:

a. lLoading of concertina: Recommend that a front loader be
used to compress concerting osn pole trailers during loading.

i ’ b. Borrow pit operations: Recommend that job planning include
proper utilization of all equipment.

: ¢. Pioneer rcad construction: Recammerd that during single road
i construction, additional turn arounds be constructed to facilitate vehicle
movement .

d. Asphaltic cold m’x: Recommend that more cold mix be used in
road repair, with emphasis placed on gquality control.
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¢. Movement by LST: Recommeﬁd that'two.(Z) dozers be loaded in
the front of the LST for early debarkstici.

L. Changes te opera_ iona. orders

v

Crs;:
changes to operaticral orders be held to g

Recommena that last minute
nindinuma

2« Vehidcle distribution: Recoumend that vehdcle distribution
in ¢ convoy be such as to assist in by passing treoublesome arcas.
(i.e. dozer lzads)

hs Ioading of crazncs on LST's: Recommend that LST's be usecd
for transportation of the Garwood Crencs nna that LCU's be used for the
traasportation of the gmericern crancs.

ie. IST arrival inrormation: Recowmuend that LST arrival informa-
tion be given to the Port THA anu pess.d on to the units cencerned.

j. Timber pile bridges: Reeccizoend that »n adjustable catwalk
I O

% be placed on pile to iasare pile lends remcin stationary. Recommend a

g metal clamp cncomipass the butt end of the jile to prevent splitting.

3 k. Excess travel timc: Recomnend that raxinw. pre-fabricetion
E and careful loading of construction iizturiels be dene pricr to lcaving

& base camp for a distant job site.

¥ 1. Ust of heateu peneprine on airstrips: Recommend that heating
X of penecprime ror distribubicn on clay silt soils be discontinued.

i

m. Pile driving frem M4T6 Floatire Raft: Recormend that the
MYT6 raft being uscd for driving Lile, be archored down strema frow both
| ends of the raft anc a bridge ercction boat o uscd to force the raft
i upstrean.

3. logistics:

i 2« Frequency ol Resupply Sortics: Recomwend that the unit

g being re-supplicd be given sufficient time in which to prepare to
b receive the rations.

i | b. Firepower: Reccrinend that additional M-60 machine guns,
1 three (3) each, be issu:d to the line cermpanies and that one (1) 81mm
b mortar scetion be authorized tu battalion headquarters. )
0

(i

5 L« lMainternance:

i
-

I as Duaup bed coatrol box leekage: Recommend that a double

i gasket and using suitable seal material be used as a replacement item.
i .
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T et

b. Air Filters: Rcconmicnd that daily clevaning of air filters
be mandatory.

ce A4ir Breathers: Recomnend closc attention be given to the
front cuaergency air cutlet valve te insure proper functioring.

. d. Brake adjustuont: Recoriiend close attention be given when
reinstalling inner duals on trucks to insurce that break adjustment operings
are aligned.

¢e D7E Dozer Precessin_:  Recormend close dlnspuction of equip-
ment during deprucessing, prior to cperction.

fo Slugpish doser movement: Rex .mend the hydraulic magnetic
filters be checked more froquently than iz requied by the "LO's",

g. Dozer tilt bladc hoscs: Reccrmiend that thu tilt blade hoscs . !
be shortened.

he. Track adjust.ent: Recuirend Mourly checks .n proper adjustment
of tracks on DYE dozers, eepecially vhen wordry in rock.

i. Leaky couplings on bucke leaders Recammend that particular
attention be given to the proper alingent of hydraulic lines.

co s h

jo Contact trucks: Recommend thet cach Combat Engineer :
Battalion be issued onc (1) each contact maintenasnce truck.

k. Fuel tanks on Clark 290M8s: Rocommend that the tanks be ;
relocatud or covered with & protective shield. "

I

¢ Q q
5« Connmunications:

a. Crypto accounts: Recomwend that units deploying from the
United States turn i1 crypto equipment before departure from country.

be AM Radio and VI utilization: Recummend administration
and high pricrity trafiic be handled by AM and VHF.

Ce line detection repair parts: Recommend information be
sent to deploying units infurmaing thew oy the nced for aleitional :
spare ocrts fer ridne detectors.
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. GPOP-DT(L5 May 67) 5th Ind
; SUBJECT: Operatioral Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967
3 from HQ, 39th Engr Bn (Cbt) (Army) (RCS CSFOR-65)
3
E- HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 . Sli 1987
z-‘%
t TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the

Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

‘ This headquarters has evaluated subjecc report and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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