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WORK THAT THE INDOCQHINESE RICE OFFICE
HAS ACCOMPLISHED

Aftor heaving orgenized THE INSTITUTE QF AGRONOMICAL AND FPORESTER

* RESEARCHIS OF INDO CHINA, the Inspector General of Agriculture, of Rearing

and Forests, Yves Henry proposed in 1930 to the Governor General Alex-
ender Verenne the crestion by decree of en INDOCHINESE RICE OFFICE,

The Minister presented to the President of the Republic the project

. by decrea by the expose of the following motivess

*The Governor General of Indo Chine, preoccupied with dbringing
to the treditional culture of rice and to the production of the commerciael

types exported on the Extreme-Orient merkets the indispenseble amelior-

ations to raising the yield of the rice factories and to the production,

- stendardn of good and constent quelity, proposes to institute in the

colony, following the exemple of the greet producers of cereals, an Indo-

~* ‘oiinese Iiice Office endowed by the civil personelity”.

The decree wes signed the 10th of April by President Geston Doumergue.

Y Heo stipuleted that there was constituted in Indo Chine, under the name of

*Indochinese Rice Orfice®, a public establishment endowsd by the civil
piraopality heving for an object the ameliorstions of the culture,

of the fuctory and of the camnerce of rice, this Office heving its seat
at Seigon.

The activity of the Rice Office thus comprised essentielly a domain

of researches and a domein of orgenization, the results of the first bdeing
" in proportion es applied and verified in the second.

The Indochinese Rice Office (O, I. R.) under the impetus of an-
energetic Director, Mr, Meurice de Viame, agronomical engineer, licensed

o " 4in the sciences, rapidly experienced a great development apnd imposed itself

to the goneral attention in Indo Cnina end in the foreign countries of
Asia by the breedth of its progrem of scientific reseerches and of prectical

" end constructive orgenization, and of their epplicetions,

Mr. de Viame knew how to surround himself with remarkquebly competent
and ective men, enimeted with en exceptionel *team spirit?, working accor=
ding to the industrial conceptions, that took the direction of different
sorvices of the O. I. Re (ve will find the nemes of the principle ones
anong them, French end Indochinese, in the enumerations that we will give
further on of published works), The Director and his personnel were placed

under the high direction of an Administration Council epd of & technical
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director Conmittee, group the provinces interested in rice-growing and
in the irdustry end in the commerce of rice in Indochina, In eesch of
the countries then constituting the Indochinese Union a Consultative
Committee existed. 2

The central orgenisms of the O. I. R. were installed at Seigon:
Direction; Documentetion services, of statistics, archives end librery;
Gonetice. Division; Division of Chemistry end Technology, with & labor-
esory of Agrology; Divisions of Phytopethology end of Entomology (end
enimal p:resites other than the insects); etc.

let us bring to attention thet these last divisions worked in
strict collaboretion with thet of Phytopsthology end of Agricultursl
Entamolo/y of the Institute of Agrolomicael snd Forsstrial Resesarches.

For a few years the 0., I. R, hed & Bureeu of agricultural Hydraul-
ics, to vhich some engineers of rurel disposition were provided. Then,
& Service of Rurel Disposition was created and orgenized in the setup of
the Inspoctor General of Agritulture, of Rearing end of Forosts and i%
grouped all of the specislized engineers end thoir teams, This service,
wiose attributes were as diverse as they were importent for the develop-
mant of the agricultural production of the Indochinese Union end the
indigenous colonization of the unburved regions, evidently cerried its
concourse to the work pursued by the O, I. R,

The divisions had very well maneged leboratories and provided with
81l the necessery material; that of the Chemistry end Technology even hed
at their disposal e rice factory on en extremely reduced model permitting
an indusirial control of interesting factory exporimenta..

The O, I. R. comprised:
- 8 South-Indochinasa Saction having its seat in the Centrel

Services of Seigon and two Bubesections, one for Cochin Chine and one for
Cembodie;

- & Narib-Ixdochiness Saction with seat at Hanoij
— on Annem Saction, witn seat et Hue;

— bhe work underteken at laos depended on the South Section.

-

Bac1 section possessed experimental stetions and trial places judice
iously scattered in the provinces end Indochinese egents charged with its
popularization, of propagenda and of the distribution of selected seeds.

The problems to solve concerned the milieu (olimate and soil), the

plant, the culture and the products; all of the espects of the rice.growing




production were thus envisaged,

The nature of the lands and that of the waters, their quelities end
their feults were systemetically studied by the laboretory of Agrology
directed by Mr, Roger F. Auriol. The management of these lends and of
these wcers was done by the brigedes of the rural disposition, notably
by the engineers Gsury, Geushou, Kellermenn, Henry end Pottier, These
man kept themselves in reletionship with the Bureeu of Climetology end
Agricultural Meteorology of Indochine, for the study of these locel climets;
the determination of the speed of the wind was taken perticularly in
considerntion in certein sectors in view of the utiuzation of windmill
motors to elevate water for the irrigetions,

Profound researches were underteken by the Divisions of Fhytopathology .

‘and of Entomology. lLet us cite concerning thies point those of MM, Comum,

entomologist, and Roger, phytopathologist. It is convenient to underline

. . tae epplication of & phytosanitary police basing its ectiqn on the syndicel
. associstions of defense of the cultures, as the Comnmittee of Epiphyti had
‘recommended; the results cbteined wers remerkable,

Fron the complex mixturss of treditionslly cultivated rice, furnishing

‘sn uncer:ein production of mediocre greins, the Genetics Division succeeded

in extrecting well defined varieties, whose aptitudes were precise and

the qualities compared from the cultural, industriel and cammersial points

of view; then, the best emong taiem, giving abundant hervests of quelity
grain, ware put in prominent position. These works, of capitel importence,
were the principle work of Mr, 'luet in the South, of Mr. Coyaud in the
North end of Mr. Philippe then of Mr. Bertrend in Cembodia,

one of the most striking results obtained by the Genetics Division
was the reduction of the mumber of cultivated verieties. For exemple,
the inventories end the purificati.ns of the varieties of rice from Cochin.
China (South Vietnem) had furnished 1,120 varieties and types, of which
249 were identified to others, and 460, of poor cultural quelity, indus-
trial or camercial, eliminated,

In 1941, 411 verieties rameined, of which 184 in observations and 227
patronized end multiplied on 1,563 hecteres. These petronized verieties
were gathered under eight stenderds end Indo China possessed from tiis
epoch on all of the types demended in all of the world merkets, from the
roundest rices to the longest rices,

Another very importent result acquired by the Genetics Division was
the clessification of the varieties, permitting to approach in complete
security the standardization of production, up until then an insccessible
ideal,




- precise sheir stendaerds end the elements of their conditioning. Theae

' Finolly, the orgenization of the epplicetion of results hed been
,conceived on the provinciel plan and on the village plan,

-and to riin in mejor pert the edmirehle work thet we have just peinted

e

Indo China wes thus then reedy to fight ageainst that which concerns
the quality with no matter which of its competitors; and, if the exported
rices were not always sufficiently hamogeneous, this was fault of a rationsl
professional orgenization, that one etteched himsslf little by little-to
edify, ea, from 1943, 75 % of the erea of rice fields of Cochin China
were cul“iveted in patronized varietios.

The rice grein and its derivatives were the object of profound studies
pursued Ly the Divisicn of Chemistry and of Technology directed by Mr,
4uriol, They permitted to define the dhemicel composition of the peddies
and of the rices, to bring to light their industrial utilization end to

researchos and focuses on drying, on the malted meal, on the low flours of
rice, tho extraction of the phyiin, the preperation of the dextrins, etc,,
would result in & greet number of very remarkable results,

The application of these etatistical methods to generalized control
of yield allows to emeliorate very noticeably, and in a consistent menner,
the knowliedge of the production,

Provincial agencies, multiplicetion ferms for seeds, store distri.
butors o febriceted selected sseds for all terrsins and &ll seasons,
fields of semi-industriel demonstretion to individuals were developed
in the lirgest measure possidble, the provinciel agents assuring a function
simltaraously of informetion end propegenda,

Unfortunately, the tragic avents thet were experienced and are still
80 cruelly experienced in the countrisns of Indo China ceme to interrupt

in capital letters & schematic tsble,

-

During the Japenese occupetion, elthough ite means of mction were
greatly ceduced, the O, I, R. followed in a large meesure the execution
of its r.rogrems thenks to the tenecity end the 2eel above all preise of
its Frensh and Indochinese personnel.

But then ceme tho Nipponese's nmilitery coup de force of Merch 1945,
that suspended practicelly all of the funotionings of the services,

The centrel services, even st Saigon, once more undertook, in the
measure >f their meens, in 1947, & cortain ectivity bearing essentially
on laborstory researches and on the pudblication of studiss dbased on the
scoumuloted data collected in the course of years of intensive work;
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in the provinces, all work hed become impossible bacause of the civil wer,
Mr, Coyc:d end Mr, Moreeu alterrately assured the direction as a result of
the return to France of Mr, de Visme, who had retired,

Finz1lly, the 0. I. R, completely ceesed to function and it wes ldppros-
sod in 1¢52,

Not only is it deeply regrotteble for the economy of interested
countries that the work pursued by the 0. I, R, had besn stoped when
wns in fu1l swing, but what is particulerly deplorable is that the abendon
of experimental rice-growing stations led to the quesi-totel lost of a
vogotal zuteriel representing a cepital of en inestimeble value, petiently
constituted in the course of long yeers of enlightened end methodicel work.,

The preponderant place which rice occupies in the alimentation of the
populetions of the Associsted Countries of Indo China and in the general
economy of these will necessarily determine the resumptimn of the progrems
of rasearches end of practicel reclizetions momenterily interrupted. Just
the seme, the fact thet, contrarily to the time of the Indochinese Union,
Vietnam, Cambodie and leos are now completely separated from a politicel
point of view, will certsinly 'not permit at 0ll the re-ostedlishment of
the formor Office that wes orgenized end functioned on the fedsral plen.

A now formula of orgenization end of colleboretion betwcen the countries
remains to be found, From now on, the Govermment of Vietnem preoccupies

itself vith the reconstitution of its services and establishments of
‘Agriculture and it is evident thet, in their ettributions, the rice-growing

end the ~ice irdustries will occupy e preponderent place, The declere
etions ripeeted by the Govermment gives us faith of it, We will cite,
eamong ot'iers, this one of a lMinister of Arriculture two years ago elreedy:
"the eff'>rt will bring first of all e repid growth of rice-growing on
shich all of our national sconormy will rest. The dey, in feot, where our
exportetions of rice will equel again the figures before the war, that is
to say will pees from 350,000 tons to 1,500,000 tons, the day where, with
the enhincing of the Jones plein, they will ettein 2,500,000 tons, that
dey we will be quite certain of seeing our gravest financiel problems
resolved,

The O« I. R, published:

— © Mapaus) Bullatin sddressed to the rice growvers 8s well as to
the industrials and merchents in rics: this periodicsl presented an expose
of the situation of the culture (in funotion with meteorologicsl statements),
statisticel deate snd technicel erticles of practical nature:




Indochinase interest, but & genernlized one.
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2 non-periodical public-tion, the Archives of iha Indochinsas
Rica Qffica, presenting the report of the woris of the eutablishment
and of mamoirs of @ scientific aud technical nature.

Nothing could better give the idee of tho work reelized by the O. I. Re
then the 1ist of principle memoirs, distributed ip 36 instalments from
1937 to 1953. This is why we are givins it here bdelow,

A pamber of these studies remcined unknown in the countries where
rice-growing hes an importsnt extension end ere now impossible to find,
the stocks having been exhsustel (scmetiries, even, alas, deatroyed, as
is the case for the greet mejority of publicetions of the Institute of
Azronomicel and Forester Researches and of the Meteorologicel Service of
Indo China), Also, the Committee of lecture of Rice and Rice-Growing
proposes to publish certain ones emong them presenting not only an

PRl\lCIPLE MEMOIRS FUBLIGIED IN T:E ARCIIVES OF TUE IDOCHINESE
RICE OFFICE ‘

Dol rice: iis induatrial preparation and iia hy-producia, /
by Roger F, AURIO}-- No. 2, 1937. i

Norks cgarded out hy tha Qspatics darvice fram 1933 to 1937, by
Gererd liJLT apd IE-JUAT.1AI, no, 3, 1937, volumn of 100 pages, numerous
tadleas, meps apd platos h, t.

lat part: progrems end methods;

2nd pert¢: roaultz obtained in the course of three periods tram 1933

to 1936.

Yariaties of Cochinchiness rica patrondzed by ihe lidochingss Rice
CLLice, by UVET, volwne of 100 prgos, numercus tebles end photos h. t.,
!.‘Oo h. 1937t

4dcola slevation Zachizes, by Rene HENRY, no. 5, 1937.

84 xa0rs of uerk, 1931-1937, by LB VIS.E, ro. 6, 1937.

s lowd neddr and merghiyt, by “oger F, AURIOL, no. 7, 1937, 93
peges, paoto h, ¢,

Notes on the conditions of the ;roduction and of the commerce of
rice in the  United-States, by BUET, To. g, 1938-.-57 mu. tebles and

terpillars on the sten ¢nd melsdy of rice sclerotium in Cochin Chine
by Rbe TR w55 55 .
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Six potas of technology, by AURIOL and HUET, no. 11, 1939.
1. _ On the influence of the smount of ferina extraction on the

roichness of fertilizer mecerial of rice end its derivatives,

1l. _ On the keeping of rice farines in foreign minere) materisls,

111. _ On the evaluetion approached by foreign minerel meteriels
in the furine beses of white rice.

1¥. _ Summary definitions of the peddy end its products end by
products of its rice mill,

V. . Contribution to the study of clauses to insert in tae note-
books of charges for furnishing of paddy, rice and ferinas of rice destined
to the edministretions,

VI. _ Distribution, eccording t: the format of t.eir grein, conserved
varietion from Cochin Chine end comperison with & few cormerciel French and
foreign ypes.

Lf “ha influance aof ragulation of the zica mill cones on the hlsaching
af tha r.ga, by HUBT erd PHAM-HUY.DUMG, no. My, 1940.

&ica Hpouel for pupila, in Vietnemese lengusge, mo. 15, 1940, 130 p.,

. nombe f£i,3.

Rocumenta on yitemin Bl of dricd rice, by AURIOL, no. 18(‘1%1.
AURIOL ead Tﬂv-f’:mc.ﬂ'?‘no. 19 .%9& S£ Rizb-Rah (Aroan), by
dme Loration of rice-zrowinz in Topkin, by Y. COYAUD, no, 20, 1941.
'decl ond technological studies of paddies, rices and idves,
by AURIO., no. 22, 1942,
m“mumm. b’ Lo mo NOe 2'&. 19h3.
wmmmmn&mmmm ‘
: M'm.
— &‘MO
by AURIOL, end TRAN.THUC.KY, respectively no. 16, 1941, nos. 21 and 2,

. 1942, no. 25, 1944.

Notsis t od . .

sn4 sonen of the shse S5 iR AL At She aillatons
t t

re, SRR S0 the Sty of sterely Zicon . Amylodd meterials, by

29, 1950,
ey

mo QMo .m mm-
~ Jegisel applied study in Inde China. mummx mﬂf 312

peges, ramerous todblos, meps, pl. and photos h, 1.
This book constitutes, in some vay, the synthesis of all of the work

© reslizec by the 0. I. R,

Bica acsda, no. 31, 1951, ¢S p., numerous tadbles, fig. graphical and
photos Be 1.

de _ Study on the germinstive power _ Influence of harvest conditions,
of drying snd of conservation _ Action of the mode of soeking, by Y. COYAUD
sooording to the works apd reports of A, ANGLADETTR, VO.DUC.HINU, PHILIPPE,

——

ANk b, o e
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ROGER m(l DO‘N-IG“C-WONG.
mﬂ. _ Control of the quelities of the seeds, after ANGLALETTE and

R .

Sumery of the works et Cambodis in 1948, 1949, no. 31, 1951, 160 p.
typewriting and stencils.

1. .. Experimentecl stetion (of genetics) of Battamberg, by COYAUD,
CCUEY er i OUN-TA-Tim.

11. _ Experimentel pilot-fcrm stetion of Yeal-Tiea-Bettembeng, by
F. BERTR..D.

siuly of soe gu rtitotive cheprcleristics do redetdon uith the yiald
fector in rice, by CCUEY and TRUCLG.VALI-!IEU, no. 34, 1951, 90 p. stenciled.
Bapacts on the dals of yontilotion of paddy effectupted in Dacmber,
1950 &nd. Jaouary - . Mexch 1951, by SAENZ IASCANO RUIZ, mo. 35, 1951,
27 pe tyvpewriting, end stencils.

Ihe nroblen of in the rice-growing of Scouth Yietnem, by
MOWC-WOVG. nOe 3 ’ 19.52‘

1o us ecd that Mr, L. ROCER, who was one of our excellert collebe
orators and friend vhen we hed the direction of the Institute of Agronomical
nnd Forcster Rusearches of Indochine end thet he was charged with one of
+he two Divisions of Fhytoprthclogy of tais satoblishment, £l in woerking
10rs particulerly for the 0. 1. R., published in 1942, et llenoi (in the
collection of srid Institute, it the Extreme.Oriont Printing Office):

Muhroois xish gclerotium pexesites of rice, work of mors ther 300
2. vith pumerous grerhs, tebles ~rd njcrophoto rephs cutside and in the
toxt.

This book brought sn extrwaly irportant contridbution simultadeously
to the eneral scientific krowlalges on a group of plant persgsites end on
the phy:opethologies of the ricas; it treets in partioculer lurgely on the
problen of *"tiem® in South Indo Cuina,.

Ve hed the pleesurc of prefocing it end of presenting it at its issue
from the presses, in the most proising terms, to the Council of Scientific
Researcaes of Indo Ohine, then, in 1949, at the Acedemy of Coloriel Sciences
(June 3rd seance).




