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SUBJECT: WWS CSFOR-65), for vorrterl.
Pe Januaxy 1968

SECTION I. SIGNIFICANT UNIT ACTIVITIES
1. COMMAND
a. MISSION:
(1) To command assigned and attaohed units.

(2) To plan and ooordinate operations of units assigned
or attaohed to the battalion.

(3) To provide all non~divisional engineer support required
for tactioal operations in the battalion area of responsibility.

(4) To actively maintain the battalion seotor of the
Engineer Hill perimeter and to defend this seotor against enemy attnok.

b. ORGANIZATION:

(1) The 630th Engineer Company (light Equipment) wns attnched
to the battelion during the reporting period.

(2) Status of personnel at the end of the reporting period
wves os follows:

UNIT AUTHORIZED STRENGTH  ASSIGNED  PRESENT FOR DUTY
T0th 794 716 867
630th 149 188 116%

(3) ‘'the persoinel cuthorizetion for the 63Cik Engineer
Corpeny (1ight Ztuinment) wee reduced from 186, -s ruthoiized by 103
5-54D with ohenge 7, 40 149, as authorized by MTOE 5-54D PAC 5/67 ond
direoted oy General Order 195, Hecdquarters, USARPAC, dated 16 Ootober 1967.

4 request for review of actions lecding to MTOE implementation to
determine if present mission would worrent reconsiderction wns submitted
through oommend channels on 8 November 1967.

(4) A ohart showing the battalion's ourreni orgcnizationnl

.aﬁ'uoture 18 attached as Inclosure 1.

2. PERSOMNEL ATMINISTRATION, MORALE AND DISCIPLINE:

a. Personnel: The average present for duty strength of the
bettalion and its attached light equipment company rem:ined ot approx-

imately 92%.

b e R R
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Querterly
Period Ending 31 Jonuary 1968 '

be Morale and Discipline:

(1) Morale remsins ot a high level. The administration
of article 15's for the period remcined constont at 18 per month. Four
Specinl Courts Marticl were held and the number of delinquency reports
i received dripped by half.

(2) Movies are shown on an average of 6 nights weekly within
the bettalion. Officer, NCO, and EM olubs aré available for cll nersonnel
in the bese comp.

(3) The battalion chaplein conducted Protestont services
in the bottalion and ot field lecations on a regular bnsis. Catholic
services are conduoted by the 937th Engineer Group (Cbt) Chaplain, -both
in the base cemp end for units in the field.

L —

3. INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY

¢ a. PHYSICAL SECURITY:

3 .

S (1) The battolion is asigned o scctor of the bnse comp

: security periueter to include 8 fortified bunkers ond 4 towers. Respon-

{ sibility includes maintenenoe, menning, and control within cssigned sector.

f A continuing effort is plcoced on improvement of the defensive posture of
the unit to include placement of ~dditionel toeticnl wire, construction

of new fortificotions and lighting, and plcocement of light colored materirl
in the perimeter to improve night visibility.

(2) The battolion continues to stress constont surveillence
of 21l locel hire Vietnemese employees.

(3) Incrersed enemy activity in the battclion aren of oper-
atione has been rcflected in o number of different woys:

() On 20 Jenucxry 1968 the 408th Srpper Battalion con-
dvuoted on rttcok on the Engincer Hill Brse Cemp ond succceded in penetrcting
the perimeter wire in the vicinity of the 630th Enginecr Company (Light
Equipment) motor pool. Though discovered quickly they were toble to pleoce
explosives on & number of items of equipment crusing moderrte damnge. The
eneny foroe wrs brought under hecvy fire resulting in 9 enemy killed cnd
2 captured. There wero no friendly casurlties.

(b) Repented encmy minings of routc 511 between Polei
Kleng and Kontum, ns well ns thc destruction of o timber trostle bridge on
that route snd the cnemy's capture of the town of Polei Krong resulted
in closing the rocd for resupply to Polei Kleng.
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SUBJECT: Operc.tional Report - Lessons Lecrned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Quarterly
Period Ending 31 Januery 1968

(¢) memy activity on Route QI~19E including ambushes,
minings, and construction of road blocks resulted in increased engineer
committments along the route.

b. RECONNAISSANCE: Ground reconnsisance has been conducted on
all major routes in the battalion's giorthern area of operations. Recon-
naissance personnel are presently located in Ban Me Thuot end will cc?nduct
ground reconnaissamce of routes in the unit's southern area of operctions s
the tacticel situation permits. A special reconnaissance of Route 511
from Kontum to Polei Kleng was cerried out by vehicle to the Krong Poko
River and on foot into Polei Kleng prior to the movement of B Compeny to
that location.

c. DISSEMINATION OF INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION: Deily coordin-
ation with available intelligence sources is ccrried out to insure thot
the unit is kept up to date on the enemy's situstion, genercl locction, cnd
capcbilities. All eveileble informetion concerning enemy cnbush, mining!
end booby trepping techniques is pessed oh immedictely to subordinzte units.

4. PLANS, OPERATIONS AND TRAINING:

2. Operational Suppdrt: This unit hes hed the following operct-
ionnl support missicns during the reporting period.

(1) Lend Clerring operctions were undertaken rlong Route Ql~14,
QI~19, and 509. Initiclly lond cleering operations on Route Ql-14 between
Pleiku cnd Kontum were begun with unit resources on 12 lovember 1967. On
24 November 1967 clecring wes termincated after 164 ceres hed been clecred.
On 11 December 1967 clecring resumed with two sections of the 35th Land
Clecring Detrchment under operctioncl control of the bottclion. Operctions
progressed swiftly with between 15 cnd 20 troctors cnd 3 disc herrows
working. Clecring brok 100 meters on ecch side of the rocd wry wr.s cor?-
pleted on 23 December 1967. Lend clerring on Reate QI~19 wrs begun on
10 October 1967 with one land clecring section furnished the brttclion.
This section wos withdrewn from the bottolion on 19 October 1967 ond cle r-
ing wrs continued sporedicclly with limited unit resources cnd by hrnd
until the lend clecring section returned on 25 December 1967 and rll mrohine
clerring wrs completed. The remrining clerring consists of sncll rrens
which rmst be clerred by hrnd. Route 509 wrs clecred of vegetation 100
neters on erch side of the rocd for its entire length utilizing equiprent
orgrnic to the battelion plus one Rome Plow on losn fronm other Group cssets.,
The operc.tion begrn on 1 Novenber 1967 znd wrs completed on 18 Jenurry 1968
with & totrl of 1080 ~cres cle~red
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SUBJECT: Operationcl Report - Lessons Lenrned (RCS CSFOR=-65), for Quorterly
Period Ending 31 Janucry 1968

(2) Route 509 wes upgraded to o one woy clres 35 wheel
55 treck feir weather rord from Pleiku west to its junction with Route 14B,
e distonce of epproximately 24 miles. A complete rebuilding or re-routing
of the rondwey wes required on cpproxinctely seventy percent of the total
length. Numerous culverts were instrlled up to 60 inches in size cnd two
timber trestle bridges were constructed. On both bridge sites AVLB cbut-
ment by-prseses were constructed.

(3) B Compeny wrs nssigned the mission of upgrcding Poled
Kleng to e cless II C-~130 capability. This involved renoving T-17
nexbrene from en existing runwey ond adjecent parking apron, lengthening
the runwey to 3303 feet, and plecing and enchoring ¥ .- motting for the
runwry ond perking apron. The initisl elements ¢ 2 compaony crrived in
Polei Kleng on 31 October 1967 nnd cormenced M qoren wos clenred
to the west of the Specirl Forces Comp and the - . a1oe wre constructed
utilizing four bends of tocticnl wire, o perimeter trench system, cnd
nunerous bunkers. Construction on the airfield proceceded stecdily with
¢. few delays due to higher priority operctionecl support missions and equip-
ment breck downs. A substonticl emount of ecxrth work wes involved in
preperetion of the runwoy ond parking remp with o totnl of 222,000 cubio
yords of ecrth moved. At the end of the reporting period the runwry wrs
conpleted cnd work wes proceeding on the poerking romp and toxiwcys.

(4) ¢ Compzny (=) undexr operctioncl control of the 299th
Bngineer Bettalion (Cbt) at Drk To, constructed .z 240 foot double-single
Briley bridge over the Dek Poko River. This brldge replaced on M4T6
floct bridge of the 4th Enginecer Bottolion (Cbt). Construction of the
bridge required driving timber piles for two piers consisting of 8 piles
ecch £8 well &8s oonstruoting two pile cbutments. The bdbridge wrns opercd
for troffic on 15 December 1967. Concuarrently, the unit exeouted severrl
conbet support missions for infrntry cnd crtillery units in the Dek To cren.

(5) Mine swceps were oonductcd on Routes Ql-1¢, Q1-19E, ond
509 as required cnd in response to requests from the toeticrl elements on
all thrce rords. Severnl sweeps oonduoted following cobushes or rocd
block incidents produced eneny nines which were renoved and destroycd.

(6) The battalion provided equipment and personnel support
as required to oombat elements in the unit area of operations. Supported
units included 2/1 Cavalry Squadron, 1/10 Cavelry Squadron, 3rd iRVN Cav-
alry Squadron, and elenents of the 52nd Artillery Group. Such support in-
cluded preparation of gun positions, digging in armored vehicles, oonstruction

of earth berm revetments, destruotion of enery rmunitions, and pioneer road
oonstruction.
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" Period Ending 31 January 1968

(7) Maintenanoe of lines of cormiunmications within the unit.
area of operations was a continuing project throughout this period, Im-
phasis was pleced on maintenance of routes Ql~19E and QL-14. Repairs
carried out inoluded hot mix patching, improving shoulders, replacerent
of ooncrete seotions on bridges, and improvement of by-passes. 14.2
niles of Route QL~19E have been patched utilizing 1702 oubic yards of
hot mix aaphalt'. Route 509 has been graded and repaired as required.

(8) The Watermen deconposed grahite quarry was operated
throughout the period producing in exoess of 130,000 cubic yards of decom-
'posed granite. Bunkers were oonstructed and tactical vire emplaced in a
oontinuing effort to improve the seourity posture of the quarry. Security
was maintained on a daily basis utilizing one oorbat engineer platcon.

" (9) B Company, 70th Engineer Battalion (Cbt) provided
support to & number of units while upgrading the Polei Kleng Airfield.
These inoluded the Special Forces deteohment at Polei Kleng Special Forces
Canp, elements of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), end Project
Delta. Assistance provided ingluded preparation of field fortifications,
peneprining of helicopter landing areas, olearing of unit bivouac areas,
divio eotion work in the nearby village, and roed maintenence.

(10) One platoon of C Company was sent to Ben Me Thuot
on 25 January 1968. Upon arrival they spent their initial tine prepering
a defensive sector on city Airfield. With the beginning of the comrmnist
Tet offensive they were engeged in defense of the airfield and combat
support. The platoon was equipped to accomplish directed projects in
the area plus linited operetional support.

(11) ‘At the close of the reporting period vegetation hos
been oleared 100 meters back fron the road on Route TL6D from the Highlend
School to Waterman Quarry end clearing wes progressing on the un-numbered
roed to the village of Plei Uet northenst of Pleiku.

(12) A1 required peneprinme support ot Comp Hollowey hes
been carriad out, greatly reducing the dust problem ct that looation.

(13) work continues prepering the proposed OP=-10 Querry.
Development of a rook face cnd the required internal heaul rocds are the
nain itemsto be accomplished. A 75 TPH nilitary primcry crushing unit
will be placed at the site &s soon cs avenileble.
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SUBJECT: Operationel Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Ow: rterly
Period Ending 31 January 1968

b. CONSTRUCTION: During the reporting period the following
projeots were oonpleted or under construotion:

(2) work oontinued on the Camp Hollowcy perimeter sec-
urity lighting systen. Due to arrivel of materitls during the period the
project wes alrost completed. 164 telescoping metcl poles were placed,
flood lights attached, clmost 100,000 fect of wire were strung, two
generator sheds constructed, and the generators were instrlled and hooked
up. Considerable demnge wes done to the systenm by smcll crms fire during
eneny cttacks on the Camp Hollowcy perimeter ot the outset of the Tet
Offensive. At the closc of the reporting period repoirs were being cnrried
out and wires buried in front of all guerd towers.

~ (2) 4 tocticel Operations Center for the 6/14 iArtillery wes
conpleted on 15 December 1967 and turned over to the using unit.

(3) Rords and dreinage structures on Artillery Hill, Pleiku
heve becen undergoing repair end upgroding throughout the period. 1400
cubic yerds of 3"(-) rock end over 5000 cubio yords of decomposed gronite
have been employcd to stebilize the rocds. The surface of some of the
roads hns been shot with pencprime. 570 feet of culvert have been in-
stnlled in the camp cnd numerous concrete and ecnd bag hecdwe:lls enmplnced.

Ditches have becn cleaned out and reshoped. The project is continuing ot
this tine.

(4) The Artillery Hill light sircrcft cirficld wes reshorped
surfoced with deconposed grenite, compacted ond peneprined. 1600 cubic
yerds of decomposced granite rnd 9000 grllons of peneprine were utilized on
the project cnd it wrs completed on 14 Jenucry 1968.

(5) A six head skid mounted shower building wre constructed
for A Bettery, 1/92 Artillery.

(6) The Engineer Hill Heliport wne completed by placing cnd
anchoring 3500 squcre yords of MBAL mntting.

(7) A Chinemcn wrs constructed ot the proposed OP-10 Quorry
site. ’

(8) Berrel revetnents were constructed to protect two NCR
500 Vens ot the 604th Mrintencnce Compony sree. The revetments were esscn-
tirlly complete when the arer wris hit with on 82 mm mortar ottock. Even
through ~ munber of rounds hit in the imncdicte vicinity of the vens, no
significent denege wns sufferecd becruse of the protoction cfforded by the
new revetnents.

- =
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SUBJECT: Operctionel Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Tu~rtcrly
Period Ending 31 Jenucry 1968 .

(9) Rocds cnd dreinage structures ot Comp Hollewzy hove been
undergoing repoirs cnd upgreding during the reperting pericd. 8100 cubic
yexds of 3"(=) rock cnd 1300 cubic yapds of deccomposed gronite have been
utilized for rocd stebilizotion to date. A number of culverts hove been
installed end ditches cleared and shepeds The project is continuing.

(10) A tocticnl Operctions Center hcs been begun for the
bettclion with the concrete work completed ot the end of the recporting
period. : ‘

(11) BPridge 19-31 wes constructed utilizing existing
rbutnents, plocement of steel stringers, ond forning cnd pouring & con-
crete deck with posts and hendrrils, :

(12) Minor work bes been tcconplished on the pupp stroticns
for the An Fhe to Pleiku pipelinc. Equipment shortoges currently pre-
. clude conpletion.

(13) Twe MBAl perking remp extensions, ench 100 feet by
300 fect were completed for the 219 Aviction Compeny ot Comp Hollowny. |
Additionally thrce LOH revetments were constructed and four otter revet-
nonts cre s$ill under construction.

~ (14) 84,780 equere feet of M8Al mrtting hove been ploced
end cnohored in the 604th Meintencnce Compeny perking epron. Additioncl
cpron aweits receipt of the required netting.

(15) A porking cpron for the 355th Asscult Helicopter
Conpeny (Heavy) wes begun on 20 Jenurry 1968. This will involve con-
struotion of o 200 foot by 600 foot flying crene lcnding prd cnd 8 perking
prds a1l of MBAL natting.

(16) Tent kits have been constructed for three corprnies
in the now battnalion crec ot Engineer Hill

5. LOGISTICS

c. For three months, the 70th Engincer Bettclion (Cbt)hos
Supported & full TOE \ onbet BEngineer Conpeny supplencnted with an equip-
nent plectoon loocted ot Polei Kleng, cpproxinntely 85 rocd niles fron the
brse canmp. During this period of tinme food, fuel cnd construction moter-
irls werc hauled overlend until the rond between Kontun tnd Polei Kleng wns
closed due to the increcse in cnery retivity in thet arcc. A totcl of
1600 tons of MBAL nrtting wns trcnsported to Polei Klcng on low-bed
trrilers. Dump trucks hruled 30,500 @ llons of DF2 cnd 5,500 grllons of
MOG4S. CH-4T helicopters wore used to pirlift retions, POL products,
personncl, reprir prrts end construction motericls beginning on 14 Jonucry
1968 cnd continuing through the prescnt.
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Fifteen thousand gallons of DF2, 3500 gallons MOGAS, 22,00C pounds of
rations, 1.000 pounds of C-rations along with miscellaneous loads such
as equipment engines (1 grader, 1 scaop loader, 1 jeep) were transported
in this fashion.

b. The water point looated on Route QL~19 east of Pleiku support-
ing D Company, 70th Engineer Battalion and.a 4th Division fire base provided
an average of 5,000 gallons of water per day during the entire reporting
period. Additionally, a seoond water point wes put into operation at Polei
Kleng in November of 1967 utilizing a 600 gph unit fron the 4th Engr. Bn.

0. The materials handling situation was greatly alleviated with
the arrival of & 10,000 pound Rough Terrain Fork 1ift in Novenber of 1967.
This fork 1ift is being utilized at Polei Kleng in Support of B Company,
70th Enginee. Battalion.

d. Major equipment shortages still outstanding include: 3 graders,
7 scoop loaders, 4 erdlators, 5 dump trucks, 1 contact naintenance truck
and 1 shop truck.

e. The Battalion has yet to receive the M-16 rifle. With es
nany as three corpanies in the field at any given tine the increased fire
power of the M~16 rifle would be a prime advantage.

f. The availability of trip flares for the 70th Engineer
Battalion from the 341st ASP has been less than required.” B Conmpany at
Polei Kleng expended nmore than triple their normal allooation. The
resupply rate was insufficient during January and effective at the end
of Jamuary issue was suspended for all USAECV units. Unless these itens
can be nade available in sufficient nunbers security of unit operations
at all sites will be jeopardised.

6. FORCE DEVELOPM™NT: None

T COMMAND MARAGEMENT: None
8. INSPECTOR GENERAL: None
9. INFORMATION: Ncne

10. CIVIL AFFAIRS: Civic action activities have decreased during
the reporting period. Christnas parties were conducted in the villages
of Tien Son and Plei Uet. A nunber of other visits were nade to these
villages and the battalion surgeon participated in the 937th Engineer
Group (Cbt) MEDCAP efforts in the same area. Currently civic action in
this area has ceased because of increased activity assooiated with the
eneny's Tet offensive. 9
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SECTION II. PART I, OBSERVATIONS (LESSONS LEARNED)

ITRI: Constructioh of ‘expedient sandbag headwalls

DISCUSSION:

OBSERVATION:

A simple ensily constructed culvert headwall can be prepared
with sand bags filled with decomposed granite, placed, end
then saturcted with a cement water solution. Such headwalls

"have proved to be highly durable and simple enough so that

unskilled looal nationel labor could be utilized to a mex-
imum degree in their construction. .

The use of sandbag oulvert hecdwalls saturcted with @
cementwuter solution {s a useful technique because of their
eage of construction and dursbility,

JI24: Burial of lighting power lines

bISCUSSION:

OBSERVATION:

In construction of the perimeter lighting system at Camp
Hollowany, che plans called for cll power lines to be strung
between the light poles. This included seotions of line in
front of elevated guard towers. When the guards in these
towers fired their individunl and orew-served weepons during
en enemy ottack on the perimeter the power lines were severed
necessitating extensive repcirs. To preclude such domeges
the lines were then buried in front of all elevated gucrd

* positions,

Power lines for cantonment nrec perimeter lighting systems
should be buried in cll arers where elevoted guerd towers
ere employed.

ITIM: Setting light poles in o swompy area

DISCUSSION:

A problem wes encountered in construction of & perimeter
lighting system when lights had to be plzcced coross a swompy
arec cpproximately 1500 feet in length. It wns impossible
to get & crene or trucks into the crec to set the poles. A
U41D helioopter wes used to corry the poles in and set them
in plaoce., Then & concrete wefer, 48 inches in dicmeter ond
24 inches thick was plnced around the pole at ground level
with five to six feet of the pole below it embedded in the
ground. ILerge bolts were ploced through the pole at the
junction of the pole with the wefer to insure bonding of the
concrete to the pole. The concrete was brought in to pour
the wn.fer utilizing wheel borrows moving on & narrow trecdwey
constructed of lumber cnd PSP. The wefer cnchored the poles

and gnue=them s gtoble bese.
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 7
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OBSERVATION: Light poles can be placed in extremely gwampy areas u31ng

helicopter 1ift and ingenuity in oonstruction.

ITEM: Placement of lighf goio:ed material bétween perimeter wires

DISCUSSION* Following a successful enemy penetration of the perimeter

wire of the battalion's base camp a number of ideas for
incresasing the night visibility of perimeter guards were
explored. It was decided to place decomposed granite between
the two inner bands of perimeter wire. A thin layer of this
light colored material would tend to silhouette any infil-
trators so that tower or bunker guards could bring them
under fire.

OBSERVATION: A band of light colored material placed within the perimeter

wire greatly enhances the night vision of the perimeter guards.

ITEM: 290 M Tractor Air filter elements

DISCUSSION: In the excessive dust conditions prevailing during the dry

season, 290 M tractor air filter elements rapidly become
clogged with dirt. These elements cannot be cleaned and must
be replaced. The present stockage level in the PLL and the
resupply are inadequate to meet the high demard. It is
recommended that additional elements be procured and delivery
to units in RVN be expedited.

OBSERVATION: 290 M Tractor air filter elements are nceded in great numbers

to keep 290 M tractors operational during dusty conditions
in RVN.

ITEM: Angle Brace Failures on DTE Dozer

DISCUSSION:  Working in quarries and on land clearing operations in rocky

terrain frequently results in damage to angle braces on the
blades of the DTE dozer. Frequent examinations and tight-
ening of the bolts which hold the angle braces of the blade
will minimize such damage.

OBSERVATION: Extreme care should be exercised to preclude damage to

D7E angle braces while working D7E dozers in difficult rocky
areas.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Leamed (RCS CSFOR=-65), for Ouarterly
Period Ending 31 Jenuary 1968

ITEM: Hydraulio line failuie on 1end olearing dozers

DISCUSSION:

OBSERVATION:

During land oleariyig operations it was noted that hydraulio
lines on Rome Plows were leaking and brecking due to timber
and heavy brush falling on the lines. 'Replacement return -
lines were difficult. to -obtain end welding the broken lines
produced only temporary results. A flexible line wes needed
to absorb the vibration of the equipment and shocks of fal=-
ling debris. Lines from 230 M traotors and § ton dumps were
modified and utilizeé with excellent results.

- Flexible bydmulio lines can be adapted from other pieces of

equipment ‘and placed on land olearing dozers with excellent
results.

ITEM: Use of a drop hommer to set timber piles for driving with & diesel
: hammer : :

DISCUSSION:

+ » GBSERVATION:

When driving timber piles with a diesel hammer a drop hammer
should b& utilized initially to properly set the piles prior
to driving with the diesel hommer. This technique insuxres

" proper alignment and location of the pile before the more

powerful and difficult to control diesel hammer is employed.

A-drop hammer should be used to "start" timber piles before

: ﬁ.nal driving with o diesel hammer.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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SUBJECT: Operationel Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR), for Qur-torly
Period Ending 31 Jenuvary 1968

SECTION II, PART II, RECOMMENDATIONS

Recormend reconsideration of USARPAC GO 195, dated 16 October 1967
implenmenting MTOE 5-54D PAC 5/67. The effect of this order is to ref:nu
the 630th Engineer Company (Light Equipment) capability to a one shifi
operation while 24 hour operational support of rock qucrries and crusher
sites, as well as construction projects, i& expected and enticipated.

If further results in the loss of approxinately 20% of this battalion's
horizontel construction capability and conpletely eléninetes eny flex-
ibility in the utilization of organic equipment cerrying transports for
logistical purposes which is estinated to be 30% of the units present
nission.

:/ )‘-‘..’./.’; 1.} §//.- o Ay . o " ! . s T’
« ®OBERT § Aigps’ <, o L6
{ 10¢ CE c
" Commending
DISTRIBUTION:
5 - HQ, 937th Engr Gp (Cbt)
6 - USAECV (P)
2 - USARPAC
3 - USARV
8 - HQ, 16th Fngr. Bde.
1 - USAES
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EGC-CO0 (31 January 1968) 1st Ind
SUBJECTs Operational Report - Leesons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Quarterly
Period Ending 31 January 1968.

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, HEADQUARTERS, 937TH ENGINEER GROUP ( COMBAT), APO
96318, 22 February 1968

T0s Commanding General, 18th Engineer Brigade, ATTNs AVBC-C, APO 96377
1. The subject report, submitted by the 70th Engineer Battalion
(Combat), has been reviewed and is considered to be an accurate report of

organizational activities.

2o I concur with the observations and recommendations of the Battalbn
Commander with the following additions

Reference Section II, Part IIs The 630th Engineer Company (Light

Equipment) has been included in the MTOE standardization, The strength of
this unit when approved will be 221,

R —
Jo o[ e
WILLIAM J. TALBOTT
Colonel, CE
Commanding
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" AVBC-C (31 Jan 68) | 2nd Ind CPT Elle ood/wdmm-wa

SUBJECT: Oporational Teport - Lessons Loarned (RCS GSFGR-65 for Quarterly
Period ending 31 January 1968.

Headquarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, APO 96377 hl-'EBzm

T0: Commanding General, U.S. Army Tingineor Cormand, Vietnam (Prov)
ATN: AVGC-P&D, ATO 96491 .

1. The Operational Report - Lessons Learned for the 70th Engineer
Battalion has been reviowed by this Herdquarters and is considered to be
an accurate account of the activities of the Battalion fnr the roporting
period ending 31 January 1968,

2, This Headquarters concurs in the commonts contained in Section II,
Part 1, Observations, with tho follcwing cooment added: The burial of
power lines in front of elevated guard towers would pravent the severing of
these lines by the firing of weapons during enemy attacks on the perimeter,
However, it should be noted th~t special type cables designed fer under-
ground installation would be required in order to accomplish this., The
insulation on plain secondary conductors, when buried, will quickly doter-
iorate to the extent that = direct short will be creatcd batweon the con-

ductor and the ground. The additionnl expense involved in procuring under-

ground cable might justify modifying the design for security lighting sys-
tems so that the cables pass behind the elevatod guard towers.

3. Reference Section II, Part II, Rocormendations: Information received
at this Headquarters subsecuent to the dnte of preparation of the first
indorsement, indicates that the authnrized strength of the 630th Engineer
Company (Light Equipment) after MTCE 5-58G is approved will be 186 instead
of 22! as indicated in the first indorsement. At its present strongth of
149, this organization does not pcssess a two shift capability due to a
shortage of thirty (30) equipment operator spaces. In addition, this com-
pany's maintenance capability is severely hampered by a shortage of sewven
(7) mechanics helpers spaces, Theraofore it is strongly reccmmended that
MICE 5-58G bo approved and implamontod as soon as possible,

Teowotd ) o (ot

HAIOLD J. ST CpiTn
Colonel, CE
. Deputy Commander

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AVCC-F&0 (31 Jan 68) 3rd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons lLearned (RCS CSFOR-65) for (uarterly
Period Ending 31 Jan 68

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINE:R COMMAND
VIETNAM (PROV) AFO 96491 26 MAR 196t

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST,
AFO 96375

1. The attached CRll, submitted by the 70th Engineer Battalion, has been
reviewed by this headquarters and is considered adequate except as follows:

2. The observation is Section 2, Part I, page 9 that power lines for perim-
eter lighting system should be buried is valid for those power lines in line of
grazing fire. Many guard towers are now designed for firing to take place from
a bunker beneath the guard tower, and in these cases grazing fire should not
interfere with the power lines,

a. Burial of power lines is costly - approximately $2 - $4 a foot,
dependent upon size. Alternating overhead and underground construction will
require special care in splicing.

b. No change to Security Lighting Standard will be made as the de-
cision to install underground cable is dependent on other factions than the
engineering of the system.,

3. ltem concerning 290M air filter elements, Section 2, Fart I, page 10,
Nonconcur. The comment &8 written indicates a lack of understanding of FiL pro-
cedures contained in AR 735-35. laragraph 6-6b(3), AR 735-35 states that FLL
quantities may be adjusted based upon demand experience, Rerair parts are also
stocked at DSU and depot level based upon demand.

i

HRICHARD B. B1RD
Captain, AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

FOR THi COl}:ANDER:

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This Protective Marking is Canceled on..lLMN_ZQI‘
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AVHGC-DST (31 Jan 68) 4th Ind CPT Arnold/rf/LBN 4485

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65), for Quarterly
Period Ending 31 January 1968

HEADQUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 2 APR1968

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 January 1968 from Headquartera, 70th
Engineer Battalion as indorsed.

2, Concur with report as indorsed. Report is considered adequate.

‘3. A copy of this indorsement will be furnished to the reporting unit
FOR THE C(HHANDER:

through channels,
Masjor, A‘GC . ;

Assistant Adjutant General
Copy furnished:
HQ USAECV (P)
HQ 70th Engr Bn
16
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GPOP-DT (31 Jan 68) S5th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 70th Engr Bn for Period Ending
31 January 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 MAY 1968

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

1. This headquarters has evaluated subject repuit and forwarding
indorsements and concurs in the report as indorsed.

2. Reference 2d Indorsement, paragraph 3. Records of this headquarters
are in agreement with lst Indorsement, in that the proposed standardized
strength of the Engineer Company (LE) is 221. An MIOE is pending DA
approval,

FOR THE -COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

U0 06—

C.l. SHORTT
CPT, AGC
Asst AG
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