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SUBJECT:

A.
Battalion

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADGQUARTERS, 13TH COMBAT AVIATION (DELTA) BATTALION
APO San Francisco 96215

15 May 1967

Operational Report on Lessons Learned Period Ending 30 April
1967 (RCS CSFOR 67)

SECTION 1
Significant Organization or Unit Activities

Organization: During the reporting period, the 13th Combat Aviation
included:

1(U) .Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment with the 52nd and 24th

Quartermaster and the Headquarters Section of the Security Platoon.

2(U).The 345th Airfield Detachment(Operations), with the 52d

Quartermaster Detachment and lst Section of the Security Platoon attached.

3(U).The 347th Airfield Detachment (Operations) with the 53d

Quartermaster Detachment, Section I, 69th Infantry Detachment (Ground
Surveillance Radar), the 41st Medical Detachment (C.A.), the 78th Artillery
Detachment (Counter-Mortar Radar), and the 2d section of the Security Platoon

attached.

4(U).The 346th Airfield Detachment (Operation) with the 5th

Quartermaster Detachment, Secticn 2, 69th Infantry Detachment (Ground
Surveillance Radar), the 83d Medical Detachment (C, A.) and the 3d section
of the Security Platoon attached.

5(U).The 336th Assault Helicopter Company (UH1) with the 167th

Transportation Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance), and the 277th Signal
Detachment (Avionics) attached.

6(U).The 121st Assault Helicopter Company (UHl) with the 80th

Transportation Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance) and the 257th Signal
Detachment (Avionics) attached.

7(U) .The 114th Assault Helicopter Company (UH1) witﬁ the 544th

Transportation Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance), and the 96th Signal
Detachment (Avionics) attached. ’
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8(U), The 175th Assault Helicopter Company (UH1) with the 150th
Transportation Detachment (Aircraft Maintenance) and the 28th Signal
Detachment (Avionics) attached.

9(u). The 221st Reconnaissance Airplane Company (0-1) with the
325th Signal Detachment (Avionics) attached.

B, %%mmgm gmiﬁ General Order 799, Headquarters, 1st .
Aviation Brigade, dated 7 ™arch 1967, assigned the 345th, 346th and
347th Airfield Détachménts (Operatiom) to this Headquarters effective
21 February 1967. The Detachments assumed control of the battalion
airfields at Vinh Long, 3oc Trang, and Can Tho. This action relieved
the assigned tactical units of all support requirements at ecach ins-
tallation leaving them free to devote their entire efforts towards their
combat missions, All supporting units and detachments 1ssigned for house-
keeping, installation suprport requirements, and security were assigned
to the Airfield Detachments (Operation).On 1 April 1967 a highly portable
military affiliate radio system (MARS) station was put into operation for
the Mekong Delta Region by the Battalion Communications Section. This
portable system consists of one Collins KWM-2 radio, one Collins 30 linear
amplifier and a locally constructed antenna. The package weighs arpro-
ximately 75 1ls, is cerried in suitcases and can be set up at a field
location by one individuzl in about one hours. The portable station
operates as a sub-station of the main station (ABBAN) assigned to the
battalion and enables this unit to provide service to an additional
1000 American servicemen located in isolated outposts throughout the 1V
Corps Tactical Zone. On 26 March 67 Colonel Jack T. Dempsey, Commanding
Officer, 13th Combat Aviation Battalion, was killed in action m:l.%sp.r
att rescue of two aircraft crews who had been shot down (Opers-
ton Long Fht 9990 pars A(2)). 17 W11t . Haiper sesued camand.
On #pril 10, issue of eight UHT-C helivopter's 'tb the 175th Assault
Helicopter 6upuv began replacing their UH1-B armed helicopters. Six
Xé~21 armament subsystems (mini-guns) were soncurrently issued. The air-
craft wer'd prepered for missions,’ dimiment iri#talled by the gaining unit
and the aviators transitioned ty 18 April,’

'. % " - y o L & », L , ‘ o
- 1(v). ™d ‘13th Cobibdt Aviatibh Battalion assigned and attached units
‘continued to provide-operitiondl and administrative suppart to the AKVN,
IV Corps, the IV Corps MACV Advidory' Force, Special Forces and USAID.
These missions includ¥d®dmmand Liaison, cdutpost resupply,medical eva-
‘cuation, radio relay, aerinl ‘escort and visual surveillance. Statistics
gonerated in support of all assigned missions are listed belows - '

e

=

HRS PLOWN’ V2,610 15,268 14,135 42,073
SORTIES 2,550 . 27,002 26,99 75,99
zi
1
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) PAX MOVED 39,8% 65,572 67,990 173,452
CARGO TONS MOVED 99 553 860 2,407
D, AV :

! Tactical Ammy Aviation Support was given to ARVN IV Corps,
| o its subordinate units, and Special Farces. Reinforcement of 1I FFV
Aviation elements was given for Junction City Phase I and the U.S. 9th
Infantry Vividion's sweep Southeast of Saigon. Specific support during
this period included air landed assaults, aerial direct fire support, |
eagle flights, reconnaissance and surveillance of the battle arex, leaf- {
let dissemination, armed aerial escort, aeromedical evacuation, canal |
curfew enforcement (Firefly) and acrial dispensation of riot control agents

and smoke, Statistics generated in support of these missions are listed °

below:
/

FIB MAR APR TOTAL /
; HELIBORNE ASSAULT MISSIONS 17 31 27 75
HRS FLOWN 5)38%.4 6)183.2  5,938.5  17,44k.9

— -

SORTIES 7136 11,019 11,656 23,338
TROGPS MOVED 22,348 . L5,25 13,590 111,177
P FIRELY MSNS 52 6 L7 163
‘ VC-KBAA 401 626 517 1,54k
VC SAMPANS DESTROYED 210 572 307 1,089
VC STRUCTURES DESTROYED 224 510 286 1,020

E, JLMA 11 oant UpDeratlon ALONRAUCLHE VUring In
-

1(v), 3 On20

- February 1967, Delta Battalion staged at ong to support the ARVN 7¢h
. Division Search and Destroy operation in Northeastern Kien Hoa. Maneuvering

Forces consisted of the 10th Regiment, the 11th Regiment and two Binh Dai
i RF campanies supported by the 21st and 27th RAG. The mission objective
[ was to enter, search and destroy a known enemy logistical base area seldom
penetrated by GVN Forces. The operation ran a total of eight days. With
43 aircraft in support, a total of 1,430 troops were lifted into the
operitional area on the first diy. These lifts commenced at 0807 and were
completed by 1300 hours utilising 26 armed transports. Three armed platoons

$OR-BEFIEHHE-HSE-BNLY
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supported this day's activities by providing armed cscort, direct fire
suppart and reconnaissance of the dattle area, Armed platoon claims
were 16 VG KBAA, ten structures and two sampans destroyed. The second
day of the pporation was supported by 23 aircraft to include ten armed
tranaporta apng two armed platoong, Two lifts totaling 100 troops were
madg to pobition a reconnaissance company. There was light VC resis-
tange thif‘aq. All other units continued thedr search and destroy
niss: CH-47's and armed transporte ‘were utiliged for resupply and
oaxty on of captured materials. (Chinook helicopters were utilized
to ce troops by ladder into inaccessible areas and to extract
captured. mterial from these areas. This was a "first" for the ARVN
Tth Division. .Armed helicorters reparted negative results this day,. On
22 Pebruary 1967, Delta Battalion continued its. support with 23 airecraft,
Ground units continued their search ﬁi‘“"!”? assigned areas. -Most.of
this day activities wns devoted to the extraction of captured materiil.
Armed platoons claimed five VC KBAA, seven WBA\, four sampans and two
structures destroyed. A Red Hage mission was flown late in the gvening
which located tw» VC troop concentrations. At‘0100 on 23 February 1967,
Delta Battalion began early suprort by providing a Firefly element to
fire oh VC concentrations discovered by Red Hage, This mission resulted
in one secondary explosioh id fhe destrustion of two bulldings. 20
airoraft wee additionally tod 111 spport of tHis day's operation
The priiary mission of avistion was the extraction of large quanities o
captured material ... Armed platoons claimed eight VC KBAi. On 24 Pebruary,
with 24 aircraft, Delta Battalion continued its support of the 7th Division.
An RF Company was repositioned and the majority of the day was spent in
resupply and extraction of captured materiils. 190 troops were lifted into
the operational are> and 293 troops were extracted. Armed helicopters re-
ported negative results this day. 25 FPedruary saw a continuation of the
search oper~tion suppcrted with 19 Delta Battolion aircraft. Resupply and
extraction of captured materials consumed the aajor portion of aviations's
offorts this day. One 100 man lift was flown to reposition troops. Armed
platoons claimed ten VC KBAA while conducting reconnaissance of the battle
area. 26 Pebruary was the last day of aviation support for this éperation.
Staging from Ben Tre and Go Cong with 55 aireraft, extraction of the ground
uwnits comenced at 0800 hows. By 1335 hours 1050 troops had been returned
to their home st~tion. Total results of this operation were as follows:
60 VC KIA, 0 WIA, 61 VCC. W: 8-75sm pack howitgers,
W~60mm mortars, 1 anti-aircraft mac gun, 334 individual weapons, 40
tons of assorted ammo snd exploeives, 50 kilos of documcnts, 1 radio, 1
vise, 2 seving machines, 30 kilos of printing type, ! peper cutter, 1
motor for s printing press, 2 smpan motors, 1 outboard motor.
: 8 barges, 1 ammo storage dump, 2 ammo factories,

training center, 2 information booths, 1 dispensary, 1 typewiter, 1
outboard motor, 2 tons of rice, and mmerous structures., The seven days
duration together with agressive day and night operations and maximum use
of irmy aviation, artillery, naval gunfire and TAC support all combined
to keep the enemy off bdalance and produce a highly successful operation.

2(V) leng Pnd 999/0, Viph Binh, Ton Biph District: 26 -27

March 1967.

Operation Long Phi 999/0 was initiated at 0600 hours 26 March 67,
a8 an immediate reaction force mission in an attempt to trap Viet Cong

FOR-BEFiHHt-HOE-NEY
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forces which had mortared anc ~ttacked ARVN units in T Binh District
Town (XS099105). Initi-l aviation employment called for the use of twelve
transports, two armed platoons and twe Command and Control aireraft. The
Commanding Officer, 175th .iviation Company, was designated Mission Comman-
der.

The initial concept of the operation was to air-land two
battalions, the 3/16 and the 1/14 #RVN Infantry, in landing gones Alpha
(XS188111) and Bravo eastward from Tam Binh in an attempt to contact
the Viet Cong derarting the Tam Binh area. It was also planned that a
cavalry troop, using armored personnel carriers would swing eastward
from Tam Binh,

The Command and Control aircraft (C&C) with the Air and Ground
Mission Commanders on board arrived in the operational area at 0815 hrs
in time to witness a B-57 strike in the vicinity of Objective Two. PFoll-
owing the strike, it was determined by the ground commander that he desi-
red to move IZ Alpha approximately 1800 meters west of its orginal location
(VIC XS 166109) and that a third LZ might be used, Due to the change in
scheduled LZ2's, the C&C aircraft marked the new Alpha and the proposed L2
vic A 23 with smoke for one armed platoon which had arrived on station at
0825. At this time, no movement or activity was observed in either area.
After a reconnaissance by the Armed Platoon, the transports, which had
departed Vinh Long at 0834, were brought in off RP-1 with instructions to
land in Vee of 5's to the East, and depart the 1Z in a left turn to the
North., Further, the transiorts were to be screemsd on the south side
during touchdown by a smoke genherator equipped helicopter.

As the transports were touching down in the LZ (0850 hours) and
the smoke ship was making its run, reports of heavy automatic wearons fire
were received from all the transports. The smoks ship received six rounds
which disabled its screuning equipment. All transports immediately attemp-
ted to depart from the LZ. One ship was disabled and remiined in the LZ.
The volume of fire was such that the Mission Commander ordered that no
attempt be made by any of the departing transports to pick-up the downed
orew. With Armed Helicadpter ocover, a medical evacustion helicopter
(Dustoff) was brought into the vieinity of the downed aircraft to pick wp
the crew, tinuous fire was bplaced on the suspected enemy locations by
the armed helicopters during the attempted med-evac. Dustoff succeeded in
loading thres of the crew members on board and, as a take off to the North
wad initiated, the engine section was observed to catch fire. The aircraft
hit the ground rolled to the right and burned. Crew and passengers were
seen evacuating the aircraft, but it was unable to determine the exact
number., At this time, a call was made for all available armed helicopters
and TAC Air to support the operation, The second armed platoon was screm-
vled to the operational area. A second lift was put in aprroximately 1,000
meters North of the first LZ. The Commanding Officer of the 13th Combat
Aviation Battalion Colonel Jack T. Dempsey, determined that the crews could

i
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be evacuated safely and after artillery preparation of obj Two, and an

air strike in the arca was in progress, attempted to rescue the downed crews.
Again, an armed platoon was used to cover his attempt. On landing, a call
was mde by one of the crew mombers that the Commanding Officer was hit

and the aircraft was observed to touch dowm and commence to burn. The
situation at this time wcs (0930 hours approximately):

a. 3 helicopters domn in the landing sohe area.

b. P-ieadiy forces in the first 12 had withdrawn !0) meters
North of the downed helicojters dus to the intensity of enemy fire.

o Reinforcing troops from the 2d 12 were unable to move
south and join the first element.

d. No r:liable radio contact could be made with troors in
the 1st 12. (It was lator Learned that the Advisor withi'the \nit had been
killed shortly after lencing),

o, Continucus air strikes were being placed in the objective
4w area.

) £, Two additional bittalions, the 2/16 and the A3rd Rangers
(ARVN) were to be committed.

g: The 114th aviation Company with 2 arzed platoons and the
116th Aviation Company with 1 armed platoon were committed to support
the operation.

¥. All avialable personnel at Vinh Long airfield, the sta-
ging area, had been called to the fight line to assist in refueling and
rearming the ships, Thoir efforts succeeded in reducing the gun ship turn
around time from 20-25 minutes to 7-10 minutes.

i. The operation continued with the remaining two battalions
being transparted to an 1Z West of Alph (VIC XS 162117). Light and sporadic
small arms fire was received during these lifts. They continued until
ap;:;:lntoly 1600 hours when all four battalions were completely deployed
in area.

J. At approximately 1400 hours, after it became known that
the persomnel carrier unit would not be able to enter the area due to wn-
fordable canals, and that the friendly troops North of the domned aircraft
cculd not advance to the aircraft and beyond them into the treeline (Obj
two), a third attempt was initiated to rescue the downed crews. Two armed
rlatoons were formed in tactical trail, & Smoke Ship and Dustoff were
alerted and the extraction began. The concert was as follows: The armed
helicopters would circle to the right with at least one helicopter always
firing on the enemy positions on the North side of Objective two. A
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eimultaneous Tac strike was put in the tree lines along the canal

through objective two. The Smoke Ship followed by Lustoff, would app-
roach from East tc Wust under the armed shirs and rcreen between the
downed aircraft and the Viet Comg. The prodblen of screening was compounded
by a relatively strong wind blowing from the Southeast which caused the
smoke to drift rapidly to the Northwest and se the wrecked aircraft
and trews to Viet Cung observation and fire. e action was initiated
and successfully completed. To evacuate all US and ARVN wounded required
Dustoff plus 3 transparts to land in the exposed arca. The smoke ship
made seven passes over the Viet Cong pcsitions in order to keep an eff-
ective screen in the area. As the armed helicopters expended their ord-
nance in the target area, individual aircraft would break out cf the for-
mation and be rerlaced by aircraft from a third armed platoon. Tha entire
operation required aprroximtely 10 minutes, during which time four air-
éraft loads of wounded were evacuated and the 8enicr Advisor tc the 14th
Regiment was placed on the ground with his troops, At the completion of
the evacuation, cnly 3 of the 12 downod air crew members werc¢ not accoun-
ted for.

k. The remainder of the day was spent in completion of
troop- 1ifte into the arva and providing fire support to grournd units.

3. At approximately 0030 hours on 27 farch 1967, a report
was received that one of the miasing crew members had been located, woun-
ded, in the area. He was successfully evacuated through the joint efforts
of an an;xed rlatoon and the crew of Green Delta 777 (the IV Corps Commander's
aircraft).

me During the mofning of 27 March 67, a mortuary team was
flown into the area by LTC W. H. HARPER, the new battalion commander to
Pecovir and identify the bcdies of the two remairing crew members. Eva-
cuation of the one crashed helicopter which had not burned was accomzlished,
and the remnants of the other two were destroyed in pluce by a demolition
tean, During the afternoon, all four battalions were successfully extrac-
ted from the area, Only occasional single rounds of enemy fire were recei-
ved, none of which came from the immediate vicinity of the pick-up zones.

n. The opsration was successfully comrleted at aprroximately
1800 hours, 27 March 1967 with all units being returned to their home
stations,

VIET CONG LOSSES
EERONNEL
A. VC XIi 142
B. VC Captured L

A —— i ——
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VC Carried Off (Estimated) 100
E MG Cal .30 2 ea '
' MG Cal .50 2 ea
B-LO Rocket Launcher 2 ea
B:R 6 ea
' K-50 MG 3 ea
: Carbincs Cal .30 7 ea
Rifle (Soviet) 5 ea
Rifle (M-1) b oa 4
Pistol 7 e
Radio (FRC-10) 1 ea
Sight (60mm Mortar) 1 ea
Generator 1 ea
Telephone (Field) 2 e
Mine (Anti-Tank) 5 ea
Ammunition (Assorted) 5000 Rounds
Shovels 10 ea
Canteens 1 ea
Helmets 10 ea
Ammunition (MG) 5 Baxes
| Wire (Field 5000 meters
Ammunition (Rocket Launcher) 10 Rounds S
. Radio Receiver (USAID) 1 ea
Swithboard (Telephone) 2 e

P
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Binoculars 1 ea
Marine F}xgine 1 ea
Gas Mask 1 ea

Assorted Packs, Cartridge Belts, etc...

3(U) Dan_Chi 279, Chuong Thien, 14-15 February 1967:

Staging from Vi Thanh at 0700 hours, the 13th Combat Aviation Battalion
supported the 21st ARVN Division with 55 aircraft. The Vivision mission
was to search the operating zcne of the D=2 VC. Regiment in order to close
with and destroy the regiment or its subordinate units; the 303rd and 310th
Main Force Battalions. This Regiment operates primarily in the Chuong Thien
Province, harassing and attariting outposts and district headquarters,
The operation was conduct with manuvering forces consisting of three
Infantry battalions, one favalry Troop and two Regional porce gompanies
during the initdal phase. aviation resources included three platoons of
armed helicopters, 41 Armed transports, two C&C's and two Medical Eva-
cuation helicopters,

The:'e was negative contact during the initial phases of the
oreration, however gunships received sporadic small arms fire thoughout
the morning. At 1220 a Ranger Battalion was airlifted into the operational
area. Light automatic weapons and mortar fire were encountered during the
assault. When contact was made with the enemy, five armed helicorters
were recalled from other operational areas to suprort the operation., Heli-
copters accounted for 70 VC KBAA, 15 VC WBAA, eight structures and 21
samrans destroyeds Two thousand and five (2005) troops were airlifted into
the operational area and 797 were extracted. At 2130 hrs, 15 Feb 67 a "Fi-
refly" mission was requested by the 21st Division. One light helicorter
and two armed helicorters were dispatched to the area. The aircraft provided
fire suport and armed reconnaissance throughout the area with two struc-
tures destroyed. At 0835 elements of the 21st Division were airlifted
into the operational area using 62 aircraft which included two C&C's, 35
Armed transports, 14 Armed helicorters, one maintenance, and two Medical
evacuation helicopters. At 0940 hrs the ground elements reported light
contact with rortor and automatic weapons fire. At 1105 hrs, the 82nd Med
Det was scrambled to support the operation because of heavy casualties. Two
elements were lifted to the area of the 42nd Ranger Battalion to reinforce
the Rangers so the attack could be pressed. On touch down in the landing
sone, the 1lift came under automatic weapons and 60mm mortar fire. The sec-
ond 1ift was then moved to a landing zone further to the East into an opem
field. 4As this 1lift landed it came urder heavy automatic weapons and
rocket auncher fire. Two helicortergwere shot dowa immediately. Two more
were able to take off but were forced down by battle damage several kilo-
meters to the Southeast. At this time it was determined that the Rangers
were completely surrounded in the heavy woodline. .Armed helicopters were
employed and accounted for 87 VC KBAA, four structures destroyed, and 6
sampans destroyed. During the operation seven 1ifts totaling 1,92¢ troope

9
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and six extractions totaling 1,650 troors were made in support of the oper- '

ation. Three major assaults were made during the day, each receiving heavy

automatic wearons, mortar and rocket launcher fire. Mecdical evacuation

and recovery of cowned 2ireraft was accumplished prior to dariness, al-

though heavy fire was received during all cperations, During the hours

of darkness Firefly found 50 sampans moving illegally in the area and

inflicted heavy damage to forces on the move. On 16 Feb, Delta Battalion

supparted with 44 aircraft to include 23 Armed transparts, 2 C&C, 2 Med

Bvac. and 17 Armed helicopters. In repositioning ground troops this day,

1213 were carried by the irmed transports. There were 1903 tronps ex-

tracted during the day's operation. Ground troops claimed, ten VCC, and

three mines captured, .rmed helicopters claimed 42 VC KBAL, 16 WB.\, 43

structures and 18 sampans destroyed. All maneuvering forces were extracted

this day.

E  JTacticg: Viet Cong activity has remained constant throughout
the Delta during the period averaging 4L50VC - initiated incidents monthly.
This represents an unprecedented low in VC activity as ¢ ed with
April 1966 when activity rose to more than 850 incidents., Viet Cong
anti-aircraft methods seemed to become more effective during the period,
however this cahhot be rroved at the present time due to the an inade-
quate data base. Viet Cong sujrly lines have been a chief target during
the period. The discovery of pamy large arms and suprly caches, when
cambined with battle field successes and a 300 per cent increase in Hoi -
Chanh returnees, accounts far the corresponding drop in Viet Cong activity.
Viet Cong defensive measures characterised by prolonged contact and delay
actions; followed by withdrawal from contapt, are still being employed
offectively. Concrete bunkers have been noted on several occasions and
are reportedly the demnants of Jipanese defenses which hive been reopened
and improved. These were noted in Vinh Binh Province and Chuong Thien
Province in the vicinity of Twir Rivers (Dan Chi 279), Smmpan traffic has
increased with the rice harvest and the increase is occurring in the Twin
Rivers, Chuong Thien, Phong Dinh Province. 3ince this is the first
docunentation of the sampan traffic and its increase, there is no compa-
rison analysis possible. During the reporting period the 13th Combat
Aviation Spot System doubled its intelligence reparts to IV Corps. This is
primarily due to the stress placed on intelligence reporting by company
commanders of assault helicopter companies. An incentive was introduced
in the form of an intelligence award given monthly to the high reporting
unit in the Battalion. During Pebruary, there were 175 enemy sightings
resulting in 115 reactions. In March there were 236 sightings and 170
(apjroximate) resctions by IV Corps assets. In ipril, approximately
200 spot reports with 120 reactions were recorded, Most notable was the
discovery of six fully loaded, ocean going junks at anchor in a VC base
area in Kien Hoa Province. These were reported immediatcly by the sector
"Shotgun" pilot. A fighter strike was mounted againgt the target. Three
Junks were sunk, another was slowly sinking and a1ll unloaded cargo on the
banks was destroyed. 4s of this report, the spot reporting system has been
in effect 10 months with more than 2200 reports submitted. "hile there is
no way of determining exactly how many positive sightings have been acted

10
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" upon, recent experience indica*~s approximtely one~half are struck by

various assets availrible to I" orps. 4ll reports are recorded and
anilyzed as base data for Orde. of Battle, All fortifications are

posted permanently to the Target Books of the Delta Battalicn, Delta
Battalion Target Books are ncw being used to provide psychological war-
fare targets for the 19th Psy ©Ops Ccmpany. Enemy dispositions, level of
activity, length of time awyy from home asreas and other factors have pro-
ven accurate indicators of VC morale ,intentions and objectives.

G. Logisticg: Exrenditures of ammunition and POL during the period
are as follows.

FEB MAR AFR TOT.L
7.62m (LXD) 1,151,680 2,653,745 1,892,437 5,697,862
2,75% Rockets 5,950 12,277 8,233 26,460
LOmm Generades (LKD) 5,842 8,349 8,037 22,228
JP/i (Gals) 1,226,700 1,691,093 1,204,900 4,162,693
AVGAS (Gals) 292,300 2N ,528 227,000 793,828

Now that all units in the battalion are subsisting in field Ration Messes,
there is a continuing problum of resurply of Class I rations to the various
mess halls, The high temperatures experienced in Vietnin and the fact

that rations are issued from Saigon, necessitates they be transrorted by
USAF aircraft. A high s;oilage factor now exists due to non-availability
of aircraft. Some units experience 10 to 12 days with no delivery of
rations. 1lst Log Ccomand has been advised of this delivery problem and
they have attempted to have special missions assigned for ths delivery
of rations. This has alleviated the delivery problem somewhat but there
is still improvement to be accomplished in this area. The estatlishment
of a Class I ration breakdown point at Can Thé will alleviate most of

the distribution problems to units of this battalion. 1lst Log Command is
presently staffing a plan to establish 2 Cless I ration brealkdown point

at Can Tho and it should be complete during the next quarters. The air-
field at Vinh Long has been declared unsafe for ure by the USAP for CV7,
C-123 and C-130 aireraft. The condition of the runway is such that large
rocks are working their wny from the subsurface to the surface of the run-
way. The rocks are endangering the safe oreration of Fixed Wing aircraft.
The closing of the runway has created a resuprly problem for Vinh Long,
The batyralion has attempted to solve this problem by f.ying in suprlies

to Can *ho and Binh Thuy and then transshipping by vehicle and organic
helicopters to Vinh Long. Repair of the Vinh Yong runwry will require

a major engineering effort to completely renoveate the runway. Work on the
runway is due to ccmmence in early May by an Engineer Construction Company.

H. Ireining:
1(Uu) Transtion training continues for VNP Aviators by Delta
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Battalion units. One rlass of eight aviators commenced training or 18 Fed
and will complete on 13 May 1967,

b. A battaliocn instrument training regulation was published on
1 March implementing a meaningful instrument training program designed to
maintain aviator instrument proficiency. Each aviator must, as 3 minimum,
maintain a Tactical Instrument Ceriificate.

SECTION JI PART 1
A. OBSERVATION (Lessons Learned)
1 (U) ITIM: Significant Changes in the location of enemy positions.

a. DISCUSSION: In the past, enemy bunkers and other defensive
positions in the Mekong Delta have been located primarily in the edge of
tree lines. Tius affording them relatively easy concealment, and un-
restricted fields of fire. Recently deviations from this procedure have
been encountered. In selecting autcmatic weapons positions and the empl-
acement of bunkers, the enemy has moved ajrroximtely 150-200 meters from
tree lines along dikes, outw>rd from major cannl lines, along smaller
branch canals. This gives the VC the capability of covering rrobable
helicopter landing sones with interlocking automatic weapons fire.

b, OBSERVATION: A thorough reconnaissance should be made by
armed platoons to determine if proposed landing zones could possible be
surrounded by this tyre VC fortifications. Preparatory and surrressive fires
should be directed along the small canal lines running perpendicular to the
majJor canals which are usually objectives far the ground forces.

2 (U) ITBM: Destruction of enemy bunkers.

a. DISCUSSION: After friendly troops pass through an area, gun-
ships continue to receive fire from bunkers,

b. OBSERVATION: All bunkers should be destroyed or damaged
80 as to deny the enemy use of the same bunkers in the future. Demclition
crews should accompany troops on search and destroy operations.

3 (U) ITEM: The ambushing of aircraft during extrsctions.

a, DISCUSSION: Gunshins have recdlved fire from areas adjacent
to fiendly troops during their movement., As friendly troops line up for
extractions the enemy moves in to surround the rick up gone. Thgy wait
until the extraction has started and then heavy fire is received by the
transparts and gunships. The friendly troops in the pick up zone often
times receive fire, however, they do not return fire at the enany positions.

b. OBSERVATION: .s the aircraft start to receive fire, extra-
tion of troops should be halted until the friendly troors silence the
enemy fire. If necessary the troops already extracted should be put
back on the ground to rcinforce and/or flank the enemy position.

12
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4L(U) ITEM: Use of the .irdorme Integral Smoke Gencrator.

a. DISCUSSION: Duc to the functional characteristics of
the smoke generator, the aircraft must be employed tactically in the
same role as an armed heliccpter. Actual operations have showa that
the aircraft carrying the smcke generator, when employed, his a much
greater exposure factor than an ~rmed hel’ copter .

b, OBSERVATION:

(1) A minimum of two (2) Integral Smoke Generators should
be allotted to each assault helicopter company to obtain the optimum
smoke screen on the target for the maximum duration.

(2) 1If emrlcyed under high wind conditions (15-20 KTS)
it may be necessary tc use naval smoke pots to surrlement emoke screen.
One smoke pot should be ejected every 3 seconds alcng the target line,
with aircraft speed 65-75 knots, altitude 50 feet.

5 (U) ITEM: Main Rotor Hubs Leaking.

a. DISCUSSION: This unit experienced :nany problems with
hsad leakage due to sand and dirt imbedded in the out board grip scals,
thus causing many costly main rotor head changes.

b, OBSERVATION: To reduce this problem owr component re-
build rersonnel established a program to periodically service these
heads by draining and flushing with new oil and by using a small amount
of air pressure at the grip reservoir to force the dirt and grit from
under the secal.,

6 (U) ITEM: Aireraft armament:

a, DISCUSSION: The following three discrepancies were noted
in the initial installation and employment of the XM 21 subsystem:

(1) The power auppl%h;ablo to the cross over cartridge was
found to be installed in reyerse, s prevents the cartridge drive from
operating and cause link breakage in the chutting between the cross over
and the delinking feeder,

(2) A quick disconnect courling, not readily apparent
in the gun system's wiring schematic, is located in the radio pedestal
compartment between the pilct seats. This coupling was not connected
on any of the "C" model aircraft delivered to this unit. It must be con-
nected in order to provide power from the control head to the rocket
pods.

b. OBSERVATION: Factory qu}uty control could prevent such

3
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malfunctions. Also a note should be included on the schematic indica=
ting this ccupling is to bc connected when arming with XM-21 subsystems.

SECTION II PART II

A. Recommendation: Recommend thad helicupters equipred with the inte-
gral smoke generator be designated a special purpose aircraft.
that this aircraft be modified with armored plating to protect the crew
and vital arcas reducing vulnemility to small arms and automatic wea-

pons fire. This modification can be accomplished at unit level by

removing all but the center fuel cell to reduce weijht.

Additicnal fuel

range for this tyre of mission is not needed in the Delta,

. /
7 )ﬂ%@
WILLIWM H. HARP

LTC, Inf
Cormanding
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AVBA-C (15 May 67) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned Period Ending 30th April,
1967 (RCS-CSPQR 67)

HEADQUARTERS, 1ST AVIATION BRIGADE, APO 96307

THRU: Commanding General, United States Afmy Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DH,

APO 96327
Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPQOP-MH,

APO 96558

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff Force Development, Department of the
Army (ACSFGR DA), Washington D.C. 20310

s

e —

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed subject report of the 13th
Combat Aviation Battalion and cansiders it to be adequate and concurs
with the contents.

2. (POUO) The following additional comments are considered pertinent:

N, .

a. Reference Section I, Paragraph G. The mess halls at Soc Trang,
Vinh Long, and Can Tho were visited by the Deputy Commanding General of lst ]
Logistical Command, Subsistence Officer of lst Logistical Command, Conmand-
ing Officer 506th Support Command, Subsistence Officer 506th Support Com-
mand, on 17 and 18 May 1967. The plan of establishing special mission flights
has proven to be unsatisfactory. It is also programmed for all unit mess
halls to be given additional refrigerated storage space within the next two
weeks; once this is completed units will be issued up to 15 days extra ra-
tions to cover short falls in delivery schedule. The establishment of a
Class I Ration Breakdown Point at Can Tho will certainly improve the ration
distribution situation, however, units will still be dependent upon the Air
Force for delivery because units only have tactical aircraft. All unite
have Class A Rations on hand at the present time, and delivery schedules
are being monitoréd very closely by Saigon Support Command and lst Logis-
tical Command.

(1) Repairs on Vinh Long runway were started 1 May. Comple-
tion of repairs is being delayed by lack of sand preparing of subgrade.

b. Reference Section II, Part I A 4. Present plans call for a
minimum of two (2) Integral Smoke Generators to be assigned to each assault

helicopter company.

¢. Reference Section II, Fart I A 5. 34th Group laintenance Of-
ficer approves of the described prodedure to remove dirt and grit from un-
der the grip seals.

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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AVBA-C

SUBJECT: Uperaticnal Report-lessons lLearned Period Ending 30th April
1967 (RCS-CSFOR 67) (Cont'd)

d. Reference Section II Part I A 6. The WECOM technical re-
presentative to 34th GS Group an the 34th Group Armament Officer have
been made aware of the discrepancies noted in the initial installation
of the XM=21 subsystem, as well as the recommendations for improved
quality control.

e. Reference Section II Part II. The use of the UH=-1D rather
than the UH=1C as a smoke generator was in order to preclude its being
made a special mission aircraft. It is believed that insufficient fly-
ing time would be generated soley on smoke missions to justify the de-
signation of a smoke ship as ¢ "Special Mission" aircraft.

,MM,\

J. M. GRZETHEAM
Captain, AGC
Asst Adjutant General

FOR THE COMANDER:
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 67) 2d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

30 April 1967 (HCS CSFOR-65) (U)
HEADGUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96307 £ 0 JUN 1987

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
AFO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 30 April 1967 from Headquarters, 13th Combat
Aviation (Delta) Battalion as indorsed.

?. Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference items concerning lessons learned, paragraphs 1,
2 and 3, page 12: This information will be disseminated world wide in
Pattlefield Reports-A Summary of Lessons learned, Volume L.

b. Reference item concerning class I problem, paragraph G,
page 11: Saigon Support Command will provide increased refrigerated
storage capacities to unit mess halls. This action is anticipated to

be completed by 30 June 1967.
FOR THE COMMANDER:

PROTECTIVE MARKINGS MAY EE
CANCELIED WHEN SEPARATED
FROM PROTECTED MATERIAL

n
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GPOP-OT(15 May 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65), HQ l3th Cbt Ayp (Delts) Bn
HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO Sen Francisco 96558 1 JUL 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in the basic report as indorsed.
FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

Ant M

L §

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY




