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EGE-3 13 .ay 1967SUBJECT: Operational Re - ssons Learned .(RCS CSFOR - 65) for

Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

canvas, tent roofs on the barracks hutments, started during the last
quarterly period, ams completed during this reporting period. The
headquarters was joined by the 517th Engineer Map Depot Platoon
which occupied a 70 x 14/4 foot prefabricated building constructed
by the 46th Engineer Battalion of the 159th Engineer Group, the unit
responsible for construction in the Long Binh area.

In general the period February 1967 through April 1967,
the height of the Vietnamese dry season in the 79th Engineer Group area.
saw continued emphasis on operational support missiohs in support of
tactical units of II Field Force, Vietnam (II FFORCEV). The period
also brought about a significant organizational change with the arrival
of the 34.th Engineer Group and its assumption of areas and units of
the 79th Engineer Group.

b. Force ievel2ament" The period Febr uary through April
1967 saw a raddical 6hange in tHe force structure of the 79th Engineer
Group. The United States Armyr Engineer Conmand (Provisional) (USAECV(P))
ims augmented during the months of March and April by the arrival of the
34th ,Engineer Group from the United States. This new group headquarters,
stationed in Vung Tau, was given a large p6rtion of the area responsibility
formerly belonging to the 79th Group. Two battalions m d several separate
companies were transferred from the 79th to the 34th Efigineer Group on
20 April 1967. Within the same approximate time frame, the 554th
Engineer Battalion (Construction) arrived in Vietnam from the United
States and was assigned to the 79th Group. These changes required an
extensive redeployment of units. A sumnary of deployment actions

, follows:

21 February 1967 - Im engineer combat company packet (E-Series
TOE) arrives in country, is stationed at
Cu Chi, and is assigned to the 588th
Engineer Battalion as Company D.

8 March 1967 - 362d Engineer Company (Light Equipment), a
588th E-g&ineer Battalion attachment, moves
from Cu Chi td Tay Yinh.

23 March 1967 - 595th Engineer "ovpany (Light Eauipment)
and 573rd Engineer Co.roany (Float Bridge)
arrive in country and c assi ogue to
79th Engineer Group pending arrival of
3/th Engineer Group. The 595th is
immediately attached to the 27th Engineer
Battalion and stages in Long Binh pending
arrival of its equipment. The 573d is
stationed at Long Binh and rcmaLnb directly
under Group control.
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31 Yarch 196? - 595th bigineer Company (Light Equipment)1 moves from. its Long Binh'staging..area and
* joins -the' 27th Tiginer Battalib0n at.Th

-. .Giao, .

15 April 196 - 554iti Engineer Battalion arriv s i. '
country and .is dssigded-to the 79th'

* Engincer 'Gr6up, '.*Hedqdar.t'6rs. and
S. . . Headqudrt6rs..Ccmpany -Company A, and:

Company B stage at Ci Chi. CompaniesC "
and.D stage at Phu Loi .

16 AJpril 1967. -. 86th Endineer Ba'ttalion 'headquarters

and Company A move from Phu Ldi to
Bearcat (Long Thanh).

.9 April 1967 -. Headquarters 588th Engineer Battalion
mbves from Cu Chi to Tay Nfinho Company

I A, 588th Engineer Battalion renai I
at Ou Chi for eventual attachment to the
554th Engineer Bdttalio-

20 April 1967 -. 38th.'Enigineer Detachben't "(W1,1. D_niihg)
at. ai Ihe 'elieved .from attachmionf/toi
86th Enjineer Battalion and attach6d to
554th- Engineer Battalion.

F~llowing unitg relieved from aspigmont

to 79th Engineer Group and assigned to,
34th Engineer Group' 27th"Engineor

Battalion, 86th Engineer Battalion,
67t1 Engineer Company (Dump Truck),
573rd Engineer Company (Float Bridge)t,
595th Engineer Company (Light Eridgent),
and 156th Engineor Detachment (Well Drilling).

* The procedures for the movement of units, transfers of.,
responsibility, and othei actions pertaining to the reorganization of
group forces were directed by -two letters of instruction' published by .79th Engineer Group. These are attached as inclosures 1 and 2. One

other additional change is included,' On 20 April .1967 the quarry
section of the 554th Engineer Battalion, a unit Ath'no quarry
responsibility, was attached to the 5S8th Engineer Battalion tb
operate the rock quarry at Nui Ba Don Mountainp northeast of Tay Ninh.
The proximity of the quarry to the 588th Headquarters in Tay Ninh and
the fact that the output of the quarry would be used to suppoit 588th
construction projects wore the factors considered in iiaking the
decision to continue the quarry as a 588th Engineer Battalion operation
and cross-attach the construction battalion ts quarry section,

1] 30
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The cross-attachment of another element, 5th Float Bridge
Platoon, 100th Engineer Company which had been attached to the 588th
Engineer Battalion, was terminated on 15 April 1967 and the platoon
returned to the control of its parent company. Under the previous
deployment, the platoon was stationed with the 588th Engineer Battalion
in Cu Chi, a centralized location from which it could haul supplies from
Long Binh/Saigon to 588th elements in Ou Chi, Tay Ninh, and Dau Tieng.
With the displacement of the battalion from Cu Chi support would
primarily be for the long haul directly from Saigon/Long Binh to the
battalion at Tay Ninh This could be just as easily controlled from
Long Binh as it could from another location, Stationing of all
elements of the 100th Engineer Company at their home station in Long
Binh permits greater flexability and centralized control. All of the
trucks of the 100th Engineer Company now serve in general support of
the 79th Engineer Group.

The structure of the 79th Engineer Group at the end of
the reporting period is shown in in6losure 3,

c. Command' Throughout tlo reporting period the 79th Engineer
Group served -firectly under USAECV(P) whose headquarters was located
at Bien Hoa. The group continued under the conmnond of Colonel Walter
C. Gelini. No significant changes in the staff structure of the group
took place during the poriod,, The group continues to react to
operational support missions directed by II FFORCEV.

The changes in the organizational structure of the
79th Engineer Group have already boon described. With the structural

" - changes came a radical change in the area of responsibility. The
79th Engineer Group entered the reporting period with tho engineer
responsibility for virtually all of the III and IV Corps Tactical
Zones (with the exception of three areas specifically given to the
159th Engineer Group and described in the report for the previous
quarter).

On 20 April 1967 the newly arrived 34th Engineer Group
became fully operational. This brought about a throe-way division
of responsibilities between the three groups (34th, 79th aid 159th)
in the III and IV Corps Zones. The 159th Engineer Group retained
responsibility for three areas: Saigon - Tan Son Nhut (consisting
of the area bounded by the city limits of Saigon and the Tan Son
Nhut Army and Air Force Base), Bien Hoa - Long Binh, and Vung Tau.

The 34th Engineer Group took over the responsibility
for the Mekong Delta and most of the III Corps Zone southeast of the
Song Dong Nai River, This is responsibility for all areas in the IV
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Corps Zone and those ,portions of the I-II Cqrps Zone and the Capital,
Military District not assigned to the 79th cnd 159th Engineer Groups,

'i ho new. arga of responsbilty for the 7gth .Engineer .Grpup,-effective 20 April 1967.. can be described as:. that portion of the

III Corps Zone and the ..Capital 1ilitary District north of a line
from XS306930 east to the east "bank of the Song Saigqn (River) at-
coordinates XS891930 (excluding the area within the city limits ofSaigon and Tan Son Hhut Army and Air Force Basej and southeast frm

coordinates XS891930 along the east bank of the Song Saigon untilit flows into the Song DQngNai (River) and from there northeast
along the west bank of the Song D ong Nai -to the II- III Corps
boundary at coordinates- YT671668.

d. Personnel,. Administration. 1 orale. and DisciPlineO Until
mid - March all units suffered from a lck of replabement persznnel.
As of 30 April 1967 the two combat battalions have remained at about
105% strength and tho separmte. corpanies at relative strengths ef! "
between 102% and 110% depending upon mission requirepents. The 554th
Engineer Construction Battalion arrived in mid-April at approximately
96% ,and is now over i00% strength. "The high strength figures are
deceptive in one respect., Replacements received are generally privates.
trained in basic engineer MOSts. This leaves a shortage of critical
skilled MOS ts, eg. radio operators and medical aidmen, This short-
coming has been partially corrected by carefully s.creening personnel
records of replacement personnel to identify those with unusual
skills acquired by civilian experience or schooling or. those with Xigh
area aptitude scores. Each of these men is interviewed'and assigned
with instructions reflecting assignment for duty in a particular 1OS0
An additional problem which apptArs to be comand wide is the
shortage of experienced personnel in grades E4 and E5,

During March 1967 this Group was infomed of "Operation.
Fuzo", This was conceived to infuse personnel of the 15th Combat
Engineer Battalion, 9th Infantr Division into other Engineer elements
to reduce the high (almost 100%) September rotational hump of the
15th Engineers. The porsonnol were to be distributed to the roiving
units in. increments during the months of April, May, and June, Thenumber finally selected for infusion was 234, The program.of distribut'ng
those troops broke down. As or4inally plann6d, the. infused personhol
would be divided among the Groups of USAECV(P). Actually the men worop
and will be, all sent to the 79th Engineer Group. This will cause
a September rotational hinp of more than 600 men within this Group.
The decision to send the infused personnel to the 79th was based upon
two considerations: (1) all other combat engineer battalions in this
area of Vietnam have high rotational humps in September;,,and (2) itwas doomed impractical to transport these personnel to units up country.
Although the full impact 'of this program will not be felt until September

1 F:
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some problems are evident already. The adninistrative capacity
of the unit personnel sections will be sorely taxed when it comes
time for outprocessing. Receiving all those men ith September
rotation dates may result in n additional rotational hump problem
next year for the 79th Engineer Group. If other programs of this.
type are conducted, it is recommended that arrangements be made
before hand to distribute the infused personnel in small iicrements.
to as many different groups as possible, This will preclude
rotational humps within the receiving units,

Late receipt of assignment instructions is a problem
which cannot be solved at this level but is generating large amounts
of paperwork and causing, morale problems throughout the command, In
many gases personnel are not receiving ass~mment instructions until
the last few days or even as late as 24 hours prior to their rotation
dates. This situation is particularly hard, on men with families and
those who wish to ship baggage or household goods to their next
unit of assignment. This problem may get worse as the heavy losses
anticipated in Septemborl October and Novemer occur, This head-
quarters keeps a close survallance over rotation dates, As the date
becomes dangerously close without the receiptof assrgnment instructions,
a query is made to US'AEV(P). The personnel section of this head-
quarters requires the subordinate battalions to keep it inf6med of
personnel who are approaching their rotation date without assignment
instructions.

e, Loistics. For -the period of February through April 1967
supply support has bees adequate except for many Class II and IV items.
Shortages of items listed in the previous report (November through
January) continue to exist. Major c3ltical shortages are: some types
of engineer construction equipment, refrigerators, hand tools, and
expendable office supplies. There has been some difficulty experienced
in obtaining weapons and organizational equipmont for replacements,
but only for short durations.,

Supply for project activities (consisting of 37 numbered
MCA projects) was carried out for the following locations: Phu Loi,
Cu Chi$ Dau Tieng, Phuoc Vinh. Tay Ninh, Hoc Mon., Lai !iep Di An, and
Xuan Loc/Long Giao., Construction and combat support materials,
amounting to approximately 20,000 short tons, were hauled by organic
vehicles from 79th Engineer Group units. All transportation, except
to Di An, Long Binh, and Phu Loi, is by armed convoy.

Supplies of construction materials have been generally
good. Several work stoplages of short duration have occurred during
the reporting period. These wore caused by shortages of such materials
as electrical supplies, corrugated metal and insect screening, Replace-
iment of battle loss equil-ent has been unsatisfactory except for

6
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Bn) for direct supporte. The Addition of the additional engineer units
placed an excessive burden on .this direct supfort unit. Their main
problem appears to be two-fold: the distance from their source of
repair paKst, and the s hortage of enginedr repaiimeh in a light
maintenance ccimpa y TOE.

The arrival of the 554th Engineer Construction Battalion
gave ihe 79th Engineer Group its first organic field maintenance
capability. The division of-the battalion between two 'mutually'
inaccessable areas', CuOhi and Phu Loi, required the division of liheir
field maintenance shop with facilities placed at each of these
'locations.

As a result of the lessons learned during Operation
CEDAR FALLS in the last reporzing 3 eriod, the 79th Engineer Grou. has
made it a. standard practice to request field maintenance contact teams
to accompany subordinate elements to forward areas Auring co-bat
operations. These contact tea:s provided forward area field Liaintenance
on OQerations UM SON II, JUNCTION CITY, PORTSEA, and 1,P.1ITTAN.

No major maintenance difficulties develped during the
reportingI3,,eriod. The major problem ini the ma~ntenoance area is tlfie

-time reqired in locating and delivering repair parts to the using
The arts for non-standard equipment

(e.g. crawler mountbd rock drills, well-drilling rigs, Japanese-made
air-compressors and genkators) has been unsatisfactory.

Administration for the Supply and Flaintenance Section
of the 79th Engineer Group Headquarters has increased considerably
during the period. This is attributable in some degree to reports
of battle less equipment, reporzs of survey, and increasing nuiabers

"of one time reports. here have been 32 of the latter during the
3-month riod and six a in suspense for May submission.

f. Intelligence an:d "onein l "n",'ine r
ountrintlliEence, The 79th Fng:ee

Group Headqurt6rs continues to distribute inteigence docments
ftroi ii FFORCEVo USfLECV(P) and'higher headquarters. Soout rewo rrs

Fof enemy actions are forwarded to USAEC\T(P) and, when they have not
been reiorted by suj'bordinate elements to supported tactical rnits,
to II FFORCEV. The headquartors continues to handle iersonnel security

~actions, ejc. validation of clearances up to and including TOP SECPTI,
,grantind of 0ON'DENTI&L clearcnces andthe granting of interim
clearances up to anc! including TOP SECRET. The subordinate batalion

i have been delegated the same clearance validation an,! 6ranting
~authority as the group.
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The majority of the reconnaissaffbe effort expended during i
the quqrter has been in support of"'jroposed or actual oerations. Two -
general reconnaissance missions have been assigned. "In larch the
group was requested by II F-FORCEV to assist their 517th Engineer Ij
Detachment (Terrain) in upgrading the route data bn Sheet 6330 IV
(Sai Gon) of their 1:50,000 dcale II FFORCEv Siecial Road Net Series.
The mission for the deliberate reconnaissance was given to the' 86th
Engineer Battalion ".On 9 April 1967 doliberate reconnaissance roports
of 52 bridges, completa with photographs, worb .t'ormarded to iI FFORCEV.

In late April the 79th Enineer Group was tasked 'by .
USAECV(P) to perform periodic inspections of airfields in its area
of responsibility. II FFORCEV provided a list of C-130. C-123, and
07A capable airfields and the responsibility for monthly ispections
was given to the three battalions: the 588th inspecting in the
western sector, the 168th inspectllig In the eastern sector, and the
554th inspecting those fields 1jyng in the center of the area along
the Route QD-23 axis. Airfield inspoctidn responsibilities with
their coordinates are as shown in inclosure 4..

g. Plans. Oerations and,Tra g, The operation of the
79th EngineeiGroup during the reporting peri3d was characterized by
a continued emphasis on operatiozl supo:rt mi sions which are directed
by Ii FFORCEV. This ii a continuation of the t eon started during

the last quarter period. Cantonment construction and other MCA
funded construction projects continued during the quarter. with a
reduction of effort directly proportional to the effort expended on
operational support comitments,,

In allocating 'the resources of the group, operational
support missions were iven priority over MCA funded construction
projects. The critical area seemed always to be the availability of "
engineer equipment for horizontal construction. Most of the major "I
combat operations supported by the group during the reporting period I'
required bll1 availale bulldozers for jingle clearing operations and,
construction. Idmited numbers of dozers remained behind for quarry
operation aid base cobp work, This slowed dovm the horizontal
construction at all base camps and did not permit the extensive work
on bass camp drainage that was ploand for the current dry seasone

The two large-scale operatians (multi-division) supported
by the 79th Engineer Group during the reo,rting period were Operation
XUNCTIC CITY and eration 4INMMM1TTAN These were both multi-division
search apd destroy o 'lerations in the II FFORCEV area. The general
concept Amplp.d. by the 79th,Engineer Group on, both operations was.
to place battalions -in airect support of the infantry divislons
engaged. Ths was the concept tried and proven during Operation

"
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CEDAR FALLS in January. Advantages of direct support employnt are many.
There is a close relationship developed between the tactical ccmmander
and his supporting engineer elenent, This results in better coordination-.
between the maneuvering elements and the engineers for worksle 'security
location of operating bases. and convoy movement. There is'a corres-
pending advantage in the. field of. administration and logistics. The
Supported ivision' can eaasily make prdvisions for such things as
logistical support, medical evacuationp hnd adninisirative aircraft
support, The last becomes especially importaut in vie of the wide-
spread and inaccessable areas of operations and the lack of organic
aircraft in the group and group unitsr'

A characteristic of the "cmbat operations conducted was
the requirement for engineer equipment in excess of what is organic
to the supporting units. Consequently on the largescale operations the
battalions moved to the field equipment heavy. Thi6 was accomplished
by augmenting the supporting battalions with equilment fr6n within the
resources of the 79th Engineer Grdiip and from other resources (eg.
the 159th Engineer Group7 the 34th Thineor Group, nd the non-
participating divisional engin6er battalions),.

Many of the operations conducted required the airlift of
men, supplies, and heavy oquipment into forward areas. Airlift
coordination was carried .out on group level based upon plans and.
estimates made both at group and battalion, The efficiency of 'the
airlift operations was greatly enhanced by the develolment 6f olose
liaison and a good working relationship between the group operations
staff and the Air Force liaison personnel at II FFORCEV The sfrit
of cooperation and mutual respect developed between the group and
the Air Force was instnumental in the success of the airlift operations.

Several problems approached a solution during the
quarterly reporting period. The shortage of rock and the gieat haul
distances required to bring rock into the eastern parts of the grouw.
area were alleviated when the rock quarry at Gia Ray went into
production during the second week in February. This quarry, at .the
base of Nui Chua Chan Mountain east of Xuan Loc, was established aid
operated by the 27th. Engineer Battalion, Control passed to the 34th
Engineer Gi'oup on 20 April 1967,

The limited amount of compaction equipment organic to
group units continued 4o be. a problem area. A stop-gap solution
was to borrow rollers fran other engineer organizations, The
situation improved greatly with the assignment of' the 554th Engineer!:i Battalion, the f-rst construction battalion assi6-ned. Their organic 1

compaction equipment almost doubled the resources of the 79th Engineer
Group*

' ,I0
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The supply of sand to the canto-ent areas still roAns
somewhat. of a problem. With the exception of Phuoc Vinh, where sand
is supplied by a local contract, all base camps depend upon sand
transported from Long Binh. The long haul from the source resulted
in sand shortages at several of the remote areas and, although ho
stoppages have occurred, work slowed down several tines. The unit
has enlisted the aid of a geologist frcm the Terrain Detachment
attached to USLECV(P) to help search for a suitable source. The search
has net with little success.

This quarterly -,.eporting period represented the height
of the dry period in the 79th Engineer Group area. The dry weather
brought with it severe dust problems at airfields and heliports
throughout the zone. Dust palliation using penprine, diesel oil,
and cut-back asphalt received a high priority. Areas treated included
Cu Chi, Trai Bi, Dau Tieng, Di An, Quan Loi Phuoc Vinh, Kinh Thanh,
Phu Loit. Bien Hoa, Lai (he , Suoi Da, Prek. Klok, Long. Giao, and
tactical forward operatihg bases. The dust palliation was limited
by the number of asphalt distributors available. Diesel and peneprime
can be applied wth lonUy fabricated field expedient distributors t
but the cut-back asphalt requires a distributor capable of being
heated. The transportability of the trailer mounted distributor by
helicopters makes it more suitdble than the truck mounted equipment
for use in forward areas

There continues to be a problem with delays in the
acquisition of real estate ri,;hts for projects. Units requesting
real estate must coordinate with !coal officials (Province Chiefs)
to initiate the action. The province chief is often reluctant to
give his initial ccicurrence or non-concurrence and this results in

j U an inordinate delay and often lost paperwork, The request must then
go up through U. S. channels and back down through Vietnamese channels
to province officials. This is time consuming.

There aro no electricians authorized in combat battalions
and there is usually insufficient talent within the battalion to trainelectricians. The result has been inadequate or marginally adequate

interior wiring in some of the cantonments. USAECV(P) has made
arrangements with the R & U personnel in the area to provide on-the.job
training for battalion electricians ii each cantoment.

~0RC~ The disperdal of subordinate units throughout the
II FFORCEV area made the aintenance of radio communications
difficult. To solve this problem$ the group ccr.unications section
established a radio relay station on the summit of Nui Ba Den Mountain
(elevation 986 meters; coordinates XT281581) on 28 February 1967.Since opening this facility, radio communications have been oxc ellent,
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With the increase of activity in the Mekong Delta there
was a conscquent increase in the need for bulk construction materials.
Stone, aggregate, and laterito, none ,f which are available in the

Delta, had to be hauled through Saigon from thp Long Binh area. This
was inefficient and created additional congestion in the city. Hauling
of materials by barge started during the period. Failure to recognize
the need for a well-developed off-loading site caused a tie-up of
barges at Ben Luc, the terminal selected. Barges were diverted to
Dong Tan where a suitable off-loading site existed, but the problems
of the Ben Luc site pointed up the need for thorough planning before
the initiation of barging operations. .

Summaries of operational support missions and construction
projects are attached as inclosures 5 and 6.

h. Information. The Pioneor, the 79th Engineer group
newspaper, continued monthly publication during the, repor:ting period.
Circu3ation was increased to 1500 co-,ies per month. The g~oup
continued to get excellent coverage if the .Castlo Courier, the* twicb-
monthly newspaper published b .USAECV(P). Stories in other commw d" newspapers and Stars & Strines appared reg .larly.

i. Inspector General. The 'Headquarters and Headquarters
Company, 79th Engineer Group was given its annual eqrioral inspectibn
by an IG team from Headquarters U.S. Army. Vietnam on 27 March 1967.
No written report has been received but the coments of the inspectors
were very favorable..

2. 66TH ENGINEER C1.PAI (TOPOGRAPHIC) (CORPS).

wih a.. Command. Continuous technical liaison was maintained
with II Field Force Vietnam Engineer Section and the Assistant Chief
of Staff, Napping and Intellie~nco, United States Army Engineer Command
Vietnam (Provisional). The company has continued under the admin-
istrative control of the 79th Engineer Grou. On 1 February 1967
the 547th Engineer Platoon (Map Depot) moved from Saigon and was
attached to the 66th Engineer Company for all administrative
functions. On 28 February 1967, the 66th gained operational control
of the depot. Weekly company inspections wore hold during the period
with emphasis on indlividual weapons and field oquipont. During the
quarter the unit was visited by Gnral Creighton W, Abrams, Vice Chief
of Staff, US Armiy; ,Major General Thomas J, Hayes, Director of Topo-
graphy and Military Engineering, OMffc6 of the Chief of Engineers;
and Major General Robert R. Plogor, CG, USIIECV(P).
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b. Personnel, Adhministration , Iforale and DisciLie.4 There
were no critical personnel shortages durin6 the quarter. Afcbinistrative

Xrecrts and records were prepared as neced. Morale continued to be
high as all unit personnel continued the u.nit mission of providing
topographic support to the. free world forces in Vietnam. .In the
quarter, 15 individuals were punished under Article 15 of U C a.
There were no triols by Court M1artial. On 26 FebruLry 1967 the unit.
received its first casualty when Sp 5 Robert Umfleot was lightly
wounded by hostile rifle fire while on an administrative mission in
the Long Binh area.

c. Plans, 0.erations. and Training. The unit was fully
o erational throughout the period. The Survey Platoon comileted
LOPMAH monitor positions for the US Coast Guard at Duong Dong (on
Phu Quoc Island), Tan Son 'Nhut, and Dong Ha. The unit also established
artillery positions for the 12th Marine Regiment near Dong Ha. The
surveyors reestablished a 3rd order position by trian&Ilation at.
Nui Ba Ra for artillery usage. Project eleven, currently in pro, ress,is extending vitally needed Artillery control into the Mekong Delta

region south of Saigon. The Cartographic and Ruroduction Platoons
have remained on a continuous two shift oeration throughout the
quarter, preparing data for upcoring oeorations and afteraction reports.
Workin through the IMapjing and Intelligence Division of USAECV(P) and
the Engineer Section, II FFORCEV, the 66th Engineur Company dompleted
cartographic and reproduction work for all major units within the III
and IV Corps ..re-_s- Tactical scao intelligence studies, uncontrolled
mosaics, Inland Watrway Overlays, town plans and afteraction reorts
were the major Arojects comploted. The Cartographic and Reproduction
Platoons made the 66th the most ;roductive corps topograhic company
in the Army during the report period. The 547th Engineer Platoon
remained fully operational throughout its move from Saigon to Long
Binh. Continuous on-the-job training was conducted in all oerational
areas, Semi-a-nual weapons familiarization firing took place on t
5 February 1967. Two 20 x 72 tropical buildings wore completed
during the quarter and work was begun on the overhead cover on the
operational pad.

d. Loistics. Topographic supplies wore received on a
regmlar basis during the ;priod and it a-- ears that aggressive unit
action aided by the Topographic Supply Project Officer at 1st Log-

istical Command have succeeded in getting topogrwaphic supplies
into the in-country system. In general, topographic instruments
functioned well although continuous problems have been experienced
with the 140-8 Electronic Distance Measuring Equipnont. Retrofitted
1M0-8 are currently on requisition from Granite City Army Depot,
Four Bilby Survey Towers were received for survey use on 2 April 1967S
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having been air shipped from te 71st. SirveyI)etchm6fit in Liberia,
Motor maintenance problems have not been critical. However, unit
generators are all within 10l of their rebuild criteria and breakt-
downs are frequent, but power failures affecting unit operations have
'been few and of short duration, If the planned outside power sourC1
is not made availableb soon, interruptions in operations from power
failures will become-more serious.

e. Inspector General. The unit was inspected by the USARV

Inspector General on 23 March 1967., Although no report has yet been
received, the IGts exit critique indicated that all facets of the
ins-ection were either satisfactor or noteworthy.

f. Information. Command information programs were scheduled
weekly by the Commanding Officer, The unit Operations Report is
distributed monthly, and PIO information is submitted as events of
interest take place.

3. 1OTH ENGINEER CO(JP. (FLOAT BRIDGE).

a. General, During the period. February 1967 through 6 April
1967 the 100th Engineer Company operated two raft sites in support of
the 199th lg.ht I:ifantry Brigade at Cau Maong and Long Kien, Vietnam
for Operation i'airfax. The total crossing at these two sites were
as follows: 5,950 vehicles, 1,188 trailers, and 6,849 personnel.
These figures do not include 291 ambush patrols put out in the evenings.
These patrols were transported to and from the ambush sites in either
LTR half-pontons powered by outboard motors or in 271 Bridge Erection
boats.

During this period at the same locations as the two
river crossing sites, the company supported the 86th Engineer Battalion
with a six float reinforced raft and a five float reinforced raft const-
ructed from the 14T6 bridge sots. These rafts were used in conjunction
with the repair of an Eiffel Bridge at Cau Muong.

While elements of the company were involved with this
support, the remainder of the company continued its mission of
cargo hauling for all elements of the 79th Engineer Group. The
major units supported wer6 the 27th Engineer Battalion, 86th Engineer
Battalion, .168th Engineer Battalion, 588th Engineer Battalion, Group
Headquarters, and the various separate companies of the group. The
Fifth Platoon was attached to the 588th Engineer Battalion until
15 April 1967.
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b. Comand. The 100th Engineer Company ( ) remained

stationed at Long Binh in a military area extending along the east
side of Route 1A north of the "tersoction of Route 15 and l and
remained attached to the 79th Engineer Group for all purposes.,

c. Personnel, Administration. Moraloj and Discipline. The end
of the quarter found the company slightly overstrength (5%) in personnel.
This added immeasureably in allowing the company to provide assistant
drivers required for convoys. The morale of the company remained
high throughout the entire reporting period.

d.- Logistics. During the quarter the company received the

ten bridge erection boats which were the unites major shortages at the V
time of overseas deployment. Maintenance problems and actions taken
in support of the units operations are outlined in subparagraph e
below.

e. Plans. Operations, and Training.

(1) Rafting Operations in support of Operation FAIRFA.
The 3rd Bridge Platoon assuned operational control of two raft sites
(Cau Muong, XS893800 and Long Kien, X§866818) on 15 January 1967 from
Company E, 15th Engineer Battalion, 9th Infantry Division. The rafts
in o-eration at this tine were of light tactical raft (LIR) components,
Since under the 15th Engineer Battalion the rafts were operated by
power boats, many preparations had to be made to enable them t6 be
operated with outboard motors. First an upstream anchor cable had
to be erected. This was accomplished by placement of a 3/4 inch
wire rope across the river utilizing base plates, and tower caps
with no intermediate tower sections on both banks. A, 12 x 12 timber
deadman was used on the near shore and a chain holdfast was used
on the far shore. A modified trail ferry with a bicycle traveler to
assist in the crossing of the raft during outgoing tides was put into
use. The major problem encountered with the anchorage system was how
to hold the ferry in place when the tide was incoming. The swiftness
of the current, 12-15 feet/second, indicated that nothing short of
permanent lonE-range anchorage should be used. Due to the time,
criteria established to put the raft in operation, a flying ferry
for use during incoming tides was determined to be the most practical
solution, A Bailey bridge panol with 22 D-handled pickets welded at
right angles to the plane of the panel was sunk 450 feet downstream or 12
the centerline of the ferry, However, when tested by a 271 boat, the
anchor failed. The princilae was sound but not enough distance had
been allowed between the anchor and the ferry to obtain maximum holding
power from the anchor. The idea was tried again with the addition of
two 100 pound kedge anchors on 301 cables attached to the Bailey
panel. This anchor was dropped 700t downstream of the site. This'
system held when:tested with a power boat.
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Upon assumption of control of the sites, the company
had no trained outboard motor operator and an untested system of
oleration 1ny lessons wore learned during the first few days of
operation. It was.found that three motors, - two on the downstroam
side and one on the upstream side, were sufficient to propel the raft.
When the uenit obtdined a velocity of 15 feet/second, a fourth notor
was adadd on the u'pstream side of the raft. The approaches, existing
Eiffel bridge piers, and abutients posed a different type of problem
than had previously been encountered, The approaches were nothing
more than.laterite roads built-up out of rice paddies, As this was
the only solid gTound in the area, the cable towers had to be positioned
on the road. Because of the location of the towers, the hi-line cable
was extremelY tlose to and in some cases (due to the tidal action)
rested agaihst the existing bridge. 1When the tide was out-going,
sufficient tension had to be maintained in the cable to insure clear-
ance of the bicycle traveler as it passed by the intermediate pier.
When the tide turned, the tra~reler had to be unhooked from the cable
to obtain this clearance. The nearshore abutment and the nearshore
approach were of such close proximity to .each other tat:b nearly
Porto la1din I -to be made evorytime, to avoid dnamage to the
upstr .b motors.. The raft approaches ere at a slope of
approz tely 50 dbgrees t low tide. Being wet, slick and steep they
dreatp 4^A- major hia"ard for loading and unloading vehiclds. Sand was
used,'* the ap roachbs to iprovo the traction but did not piove
satisfactoXy.* ssault tracway ws obtained and placed on the approaches.
The traction gained by using the trackway proved to be the most successful.

Hdintenance of 'the outboard.motors was, throughout
the operation, a source of constant concern, By having eight motors
and five me'i sat Site 1 on a full time basis, we were able to
maintain four 6utboards oper4tional at all times.

The problems encouhtbred at the Cau Mong Site were
also eieouhtefed at the Long Kien'Site, but because of the small
amount'bf -raffic passed' these problems vere not compounded. It
was found that a downstream anchor cable was more effective than an
upstream anchor ' cable at this site..

By far, the majo difficulty encountered during the
operatid fWto-e class of the LTR in Use. -A loaded 2-,r ton truck
far exce de the dldss of the LTR when Lhe crnt reached 9 feet/
second. 7Ri~k irbsings had to be miAe to perform the mission. Mhon
a 2 ton truck and the LTR upon which it was being transported sank,
the ne&1 f6r a iaft of much higher classification became apparent.
The solution was to construct two 4-float reinforced rafts at both
rafting sites, The third platoon was given the mission of constructing
these rafts while the second platoon assumed tle opor.tional phase
of this mission. After completing the M4T6 rafts and placing thom in
operation it was found necessary to make the following modifications:
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1) Hinged raps wore placed on the rafts to
oompensate for the aryin& water levels. These higd raips replaced
the normal fixed, end sections,"

2) A hand winch system was installed to raise
and lower the rmjps. This increased the class of the rmp and allowe d.
heavier vehicles to be crossed and appreciably cut dowii on the on and
off loading time. The .hinged ramps enabled the rafts to be used under
all conditiois and water levels.

3) The bicycle traveler from the LTR sot was
replaced by a. heavy dut-y pulley. This was necessary due to the
increased weight of the IVT6 rafts over the LTR 'rafts.

.4) Bridge erection boats were placed into use
as propuiision of the rafts. Two boats were first used, one tied to the
first and second floats and the other tied to the third and forth floats..
This lus unsuitable during 11riptides". A third boat was placed-
between the original two boats paralled to the con torline of the
raft. This gave us the capability of being able to propel the rafts
across the river ii an almost straight line. Tbli aided imeasureably
in the landing of the rafts on the restricted approaches.

During the support of rafting operations, the
company uw cOQod upon to assist the Infantry in transporting their
ambush patrols, Several methods Were used wi:th the following found
to be most effective;

1) Four half pontons from the LTR set tied',two
abreast and pulled by a 27t bridge boat could transport upwards of.
forty troops without difficulty.

2) For smaller patrols, the bridge boat was
used by itself since it Was fast and maneuverable. This also committed
a mialmm of equilmont needed for operation of the rafts.

The maintenance aspect of this mission was largely that
of keeping the outboard motors and 27' bridge boats running. The
inexperience of the operators contributed to the maintenance problems
encountered. Replacement parts were a problem tivat was solved only
through the continuous concerted efforts of the crganic maintenance
personnel of the company. Close sup ervision of operator naintonauce
proved to be vital. Several half-pontons wore lost.diue to combat
action and from running through debris in the water at night. Com-
ponents of the 4T6 sets were damaged or lost due to the tidal action
and current velocities encountered. Throughout the entire period
of operation, the rafts wore maintained so as to perform the mission
on a twenty-four hour basis.
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The pqrsonnel of the company on both rafting sites
had to'opefor'n their 6wn- security. Help from the Infantry units in
the aiea could'not be obtained'due to their heavy committments. It
was necessary to reinforce the platoon handling the operation of the
rafts JU '"t6 pr6vide sufficient persornel to perform the security of
the sites. In a future similiar situati6 i 'hand receipting M-60
machind ounS from another unit would be accomplished. This Unit has
virtudlly no automatic weapons capability other than fifty caliber
machine guns. It is felt that a modification to the existing TOE be
accomplished or other arrangements be made to provide this company with
high rate of fire weapons such as the 1--60 machine gun. Basically
this company has neither the personnel nor the weaponry to adequately
secure such a site while conducting its rafting mission. Booby
trapping of floating equilmont occurred during this mission. A
satchel 't pe charge made from 'a form of plastic explosive or Compos-
ition 4 ias found-affixod to the noar. shore pier of the damaged
bridge early one morning. Two firing devices were employod, one being
an electrical fi'ing nethod and. the other3 being a tiner run-down
device. The charge 'was attached to thc pier, apparently by UDT men,
In such c. manrio that as the tide rose over the charge, the natural
tamping fhco"i providdd by the water wculd be itilized to the best
advantage. Fortunately both firing means failed' cnd the charge was
discovered, the following morning at low tide.'

(2) Cargo Hauling Operations. During this report period
the ccnkany wms tasked with one major haul mission: the transporttion
of approxtnately 325 tons of cargo for the 588th Engineer Battalion
in preparation for Operation MURHATTAN. This was accomplished by the
4th and elements of the 5th Bridged Platoon. Total tonnage hauled
in support of the 79th Engineer Group during this report period was
5j,488 tons of construction and associated materials. Total mileage
for th vehicles of the unit were 122,501 miles. Throughout the
entire period, a nuar zero deadline rate has been maintained. This
outstanding record can be attributed to the internal maintenance progrom
within the unit. The drivers have porformed their firs' echelon
maintenance in a far superior manner as has the Equi-:mont and Maintenance
Platoon. The'low deadline rate is the result of close supervision
and hard work b,- all personnel concerned.

4, 104TH ENGINEER CGUOY (DuMP TRUCK).

a. Coand' The 104th Engineer Oomjany (DT) reaained
stationed at Long Binh in a military area extending along the east
side of Route 3A north of the intersection of Routes 15 and UAy cad
remained attached to the 79th Engineer Group for all purposes.

A
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bo Personnel, Admnistration, Ma fid Disi-line The

followinG i extracted froi; the report of the anal genecral inspection
of the compamny by the Ins-p-.tor General of tdSECV%(P) dL-ted 18 Ap~ril 1967:

"The results of the inspectin indivate-d the caipany Ia accon-lish d
assig-ned missions with a high -2egroo of efficiency, Espirit, morale,
and Ymilitary ccourtesy were excellent."

It has become apparent that this uit canot nfily
- ~erform its assigned mission, under current conditionsp lth the total
TOEj personnel authorization* There arc six D*p Truck sectins6 in tJhen

company consisting of twelve porsonnel, i~ee,9 one-'section sergeant,
eight drivers.. and three assis tant drivers. Each section has eight
5-ton dump trucks assignod -and is required, under current conditions.,
to have an assistant driver for each truck. -This creaes an overall
shortage of four as sists-mt drivers per sdiatic-n. or twenty-four for
the cmpany.

c. Plans, O-orations.a anf! Trainin. During7 the l'orid I

through I0 Fbruary .1967'and again from 5 though lo April 1967 thc
entire company was ennGa in general sul, port of the four engineecr
battaliob of the 79th Engineer Group with daily pision requirements
directed by the Grucip S-3. .

P otween 10 February and 5 April two complete sections from

the 2nd Platoon,, including six-Leon dimip trucks and tlWenty-four
poroonnel., Vre attached to -Cho 27th En-giner Battalion at Long Giao.
During the Lporiod of their attcchmont the -sections covered 7,832
miles and hatule(O 14270 yards o' bulk materials, Durin .the pefiod
19 February through 23 ' arch oneL section of the 1st Platoon, including
eight dump trucks and nine personnel, were attached to Comp-any A,
168th Engineer Battalion for ( eration JUNCTIM CITY 1, The section
drove 7,067 miles andliauled /+.770 yards of bulk materials. Two of
the eight dump trucks were destroyed on this mission.. one on 21
February and another on 10 Ma11rch. Neither of the drivers were injured.
clue to adequate sandbafging of the dump truck floors. On 22 February
another vection of the Ist Platoon was disp)atch od to Ooration
JMNCTIMN CITY I -and attached 't3 Company B, 588th Engineer Battalion.
Prior to their return on 16 March the section had driven 9,428 miles
and had carried 3,.0/+0 yards of bulk mnaterials. Throughout the rep~ort N

in genural sul.pnrt of the 79th Engineer Groulp and directed to the
-Pour battalions byz the Group S-3.

The total company mileae for the entire period was
307,.821 miles while the total yardage hauled in support was 48375 i

Jyards of bulk materials. This yardageo fig;ure does not include I ii
materials hauled into the 104th Enoine(,r Company area for construction i .
and improvement-t it includes only those yards hauled on groul assigned | I
missions, i
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In addition to the construction 'hf hardstand for the
company area and not- r p oil the comj-any ccnstructed fourteen concrete
pads of various sizes, a shower with tewe ;'tc latrihes, fczr perman6nt
bunkers, one water tank,_ a dispatch office, an ordnance supply office,
a welding shop, a POL:storage area, a tobl shop. and beg.- construction
on two of the eight Adams huts authorized to house the troops.

Training consisted primarily of monthly comand informati n,
an orientation briefing for all newly assigned persorne, monthly char-
acter guidance, and, on 9 April , familiarization firing by the entire
company on the rifle range.

Currently the~unit is engaged in hauling approximately
10.,000 yards of rock fror i the University ,qarry near Long Binh to

Phu Loi to assist the 554th Engineer Battalion in construction of an
airfield.-

d. Loaistics, The princilak problem encountered by the unit
supply has been in the ordnance re ;air parts (PLL), system.. Repair
parts are rarely received through normal requisition. They are supplied
primarily throughi trading with other organizations repair parts clerks.
As a result there are continuing repair parts shortages. If this unit
were required to function rstrictly in accordr.r.ce with the regulated
system., we would be unable to stay within the tuthorized maintenance
deadline tolerance of 10%.

This unit has also experienced delay in the receipt of
critical TOE equipment. The following shortages effect the mission
performance of this unit-

FSN NO MCATURE AUTH (V HAED

2320-055-9263 Truck, Dump 5-T 6x6 48 45
6505-3686152 Truck, Utility J-T 3 2
3431-287-5404 Wolding Shop, Trl Mtd 1 0
4930-882-8604 Lube & Svc Unit Pwr Op Trl Mtd 1 0

Other shortages of supplies have had an impact on the
units ability to perform necessary functions, One of these shortages
is drill bitsi size #3 -and #4- which are necessary for the erection
of the Adams huts. The unit buys them on the local economy from
donated funds. There is also a current shortage of anored vests and
helmets for a small percentage of the company.
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e Ins, ector General, The A.nnual General Inspection of the
104th Engineor -Conr any (M) located Ct Long Binh, was c nducted cn
3Aril 1967. Although an oveia rating of the results of an
Annual General Ins:,action is not nade in the Re:;ublic of Vietnam,
some idea of the comany standing may be obtained in the verbal
rating given individual subject areas. These areas are usually rated
Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory. however. A more definite descri.tion
is used when a,, propriate. Of the twenty specific t reas rated, the
unit was described as deserving of sipocial favora1le coont (once),
Noteworthy (twice), Highly Effective (four times), Excellent (onco),
Satisfactory (ten 'ties), and Unstaisfactory (tvice). The unsat-
iafactory ratings wexe in connection with a consolidated I-. Club
and Sundry Fund which the unit had just volunteered to manage thp wq9e
before the inspection.

5. 500TH FGIMEER CCZILNY (PIJ\M-L' BRIDG ),

a. Conand. The 500th Engineer Coi:pany (Panel Bridge)
remained, stationed at Lon[ Binh in a nilitary area extending along
the cast side of Routp 1, north of the intersection of Routes 15 and
IA.L In the imiediate vicinity of the unit are two of the other separatp
companies I'f the 79th Engineer Grou,>: the 100th Engineer Coppaly
(Float Bridge), an4 the 104th Engineer Cmp'any (Dump Truck). Temp-
orarily located in the area is the 595th Engineer'Comttny ('Float Bridge)
of the 34th Engineer Group while awaiting a permanent area elsewhere
in the Long Binh ccm lex. As the senior ecmaander of the saimdte
engineer ccmpanies in the compound, the conmnding offer of the
500th Engineer Ccmany serves as the area coordinator.

b. Personnel. Administration, Morale, and Discipipe. At
the close of the 'quarterly reporting period the 500th En8-inedr Cop;vny J
had a -)erscnnel strength overage of a, proximately 13%. ThIs excess,
helps to enable the ccnpany to put an Assistant driver, or "shot~un
rider," in each dump truck, a requirement when the unit operates
over roads of marginal security. The morale of the unit is exce:tion-
ally gocd. There have been no casualties in the unit since its arriVal
in the Republic of Vietnam. No member of the mit was court-martialedduring the reporting period; nine imishments under Article 15, ulewere givm. %

c. Plans, Oorations. and Trainin., During the quarterl
I re,,,ort period, the'500th Engsinee to -n aevd both ' *its l-'ia

mission of ProvidinL papal bridge suplit and in its° s"c'011da ...
missiorn o~f p roviding, dpp truck sppbrt to the 'units of tho 7gth
Engineer Gri; ,Pa el bridge missions were a~s follows

n I2
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(1) Support of the 65th Engineer- Battalionio 25th
Infantry Division in preparation for Operation JUNCTION CITY.
Starting on 15 February 1967 and completing on 16 Febridary 1967 the
unit supported the 65th Engineer Battalion for thc c~nstruction of
a 160-foot double-singlo panel bridge (two spans at 80-feet each)
on Route QL-22 north of Trai Bi at coordinates XTO97764. The
intermediate support vas a 10-foot double-double :anel crib pior.
The comipany supportod the 65th Engineer Battalion ,I the iromoval
of this bridge on 11 March 1967.,

(2) Suppo't Ok°1t Engineer Battalior., Ist Infantry
Division on Ojeratioi- JUNCTIC CITY., The commanding officer of the
500th Enginebr 'Company made initial boordination with the executive
officer of the 1st Enngineer Battalion on 25 February 1967; plonning
coordination continued through 3 March 1967. Based upon a reconn-
aissance made by the Ist Engineers, the company was requested to furnish
sufficient bridge for the construction of a 200-foot TS panel bridge
and a TT 2V-IH panel crib pier. The 2d platoon (reinforced) ddazte
Long Binh on 4 March 1967, joined C6mpany E, 1st Engineers at Di An,
and convoyed to Lai IMe where they remained overnight, The task
force convoyed from Lai M~e to Im Loc on 5 March* 1967, remained
overnight, and on 6 March 1967 proceeded to the engineer basecamp
approximately 6 miles east of the bridge site. An attempt to remove
the destroyed bridge at the site (XT620816) was made by the 1st Engineers
but they met with no success and decided to relocate the new bridge
40 feet to the north. This action required a 10-foot increase in
span over the proposed structure. On 8 March 1967 the 1st Engineers
again decided to increase the span by 10 foot making the final
design a 120-foot DD span, a 100-foot TS span, and a 20-foot TD
2V - 2V panel pier. Additional bridgo components were called up.

.. from the 1st Engineer stockpile in Di An without consulting the
500th Engineer Company. Construction was started on 10 March and
completed on 12 March 1967. Work was delayed while additional bridge
Darts, necessary for ccmpletion, wore brought in.* During the

construction period the unit sup, ortod the 1st k lugineers with dump
trucks for hauling in the Quan Loi area and hauled 246 loads. The
company was suported with bridge trucks from the 100th Engineer Company
for the transportation of Bailey bridge components..

(3) UpgTading of bridge near Cat Lai as requestod by
1st Logistical Coimand. The Ist Logistical. Cormand t'eques'ted that
USAECV(P) upgrade the existing 100-foot DS Bailey bridge on Route
LTL-25 (XS9,4.909)to permit greater loads to be hauled from the off-
loading facility at Cat Lai. The company reinforced the bridge by
adding an 80-foot partial second stoiy on 26 March 1967.
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Period Ering 30 April 1967

(4) Support of 1st A.ttliah Task Force on Oeration
PORTSEM. The 500th Engineer Ccnpany departed I hg Binh on 20 March
1967 and convoyed to Long Giao to join Company A, 27th Engineer
Battalion. The following day the task force iaoved south in convoy
to the 1st Australian Task Force (1st ATF) base camp at Nui Dat for
the beoinning of aeration PORTSEA, a joint oporation of the 1st ATF
and the 11th armored Cavalry Regineht cast of Nui Dat. On 29 March
1967 the company, supported by a squad frn 1 Troop, 1st Squadron,
Royal Jiustralian &6-ineers (RAE) and a platoon frca Company A,
27th Engineer Battalion constructed a 12e-foot DD panel bridge on
Route LTL-23 at coordinates YS599637. -The following day the company
built a second bridge (70 - foot DS) at YS607641, again supported
by troops of 1 Troo and Cmpany A.

(5) Support of 15th Engineer Battalion on Operation
.iTFO2RISE. On 9 Aril 1967 the unit supported .Comny O, 15th Engineer
Battalionp 9th Infantry Division for the construction of a 110 - fo6t
DS panol bridge o Route 225 east of Tan An at coordinates XS630638.

In pr~qviding dmwip truck support to the units of the
79th Engineer Group during the reporting period, trucks of the 500th

Engineer Qompany drove 76,218 miles and hauled 33,745 cubic yards
of material, primrily stone and sandi

Section 2. Part I. Obse&ratipns (Lessons Learned)

1 Personnel.,

Assistant Drivers

Item: The separate companies have insufficient personnel for assistant
drivers.

Discussion: Olioration of vehicles over roads of questionable security
requires an assistant driver as "shotgun rider" in the cab of eachvehicle. The TOE of the Dump Truck anl Float Bridge Companies does

not provide sufficient personnel to -provide these assistants. Initialy
the problem was solved by turnishing personnel from the battalions
beinG sapported. Later, tbo companies wore maintained overstrength
to allow assignment of assistant drivers.

Observation: Separate Dump Truck and Float Bridge Companies
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Quartorly Period Ending 30 Ap)ril 1967-

must be ausmented with norsonnel to provide assistant drivers when

operating in marginally secure'ardas.

2. Qperations.

Item: Base Camp Drainage

Discussion: Operational support missions, which have priority -over
hase cam-i construction projects, can strip -base camps of equiiment
for horizontal constxi If this occurs dbring the dry seasono
when drainage improvement can best be accomplished, camp conditions
can become intolerable during the wet season.

Obeorvation: Every possible effort must 'x. made to retain sufficient
equiment in the base camps to insure continuation of drainage work
during the dry season.

Construction ResponsiU4t!ps

II: Transfer of Construction Responsibilities Between Units

D icusgion. The transfer of construction projects from one unit to
another can cause turbulance in the -constructioh effort at a base
camp. The old and new units must 'thoroughly coordinate the trans-
fer of responsibilities at all levels (battalion and company ;evel).
To insure thorough coordination the transfer actions must be monitored
by group._

tiObseroat : Group headquarters must take positive-action to insure
that all details of a transfer of construction res6onsibility
between battalions are coordinated.

Driver Protection

Item: Sandbags on vehicle floors will protect drivers from mines,

Discussion: During Opera bion JUNCTION CITY two vehicles of a dump
truck company were totally destroyed by mines. The floors of both
trucks were sandbagged. Both trucks sustained extensive damage and
numerous holes were found in the floorboards of the vehicles. The
drivers were not injured,

Observation: Units operating vehicles in areas whore mines are

a hazard should make the sandbagging of vehicular f2oors a routine
practice.
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SUBJECT: Oj~erational 1eport - Lessons Loara.ct (cs SFOR 65) forQuarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967.

Raafo Caic t

Ite: Administrative traffic on FU nets.

Piscuss!M: Exeirience has shown that AM voice radio in this theater
is not as reliable as FM transmissions. 0 is more subject to
atmospheric and man-made interference. There is a tondency to rely
on FM command nets to support adinistrative traffic, These nets
have become increasingly congested.

Observation: Use of singlo-sidband equipment, whenever it is available,
is less subject to interference and should be used for administrative
traffic. This will free the EM nets for tactical ccmmunications.

4 ~TP-oam-hio Surveyzo

Item: Survey prcduction.

Djisupaio: The experience of this unitls Survey Platoon after six
months of field operations in Vietnam has been that it has boon able
to accomplish only 1/3 of that which exqperience shows would have been
produced-in a non-combat situation.

Observation: Several factors have contributed to the slowdown of
survey opuraticns, chief of which have been lack of transportation
to survey sites, enemy control of otherwise ideal statiun locations and
lack of an integrated security force for 1rotoction at isolated
locations,

T : Symbols on film

Discussion: Often unique, non standard symbols must be devised for use
in terrain intelligeh6e studies. Each symbol must be standardized
and reproduced for subsequent use.

Observationl: The unit devised a method of nakinL: those symbols by

ex: osing the roquired symbol model in the Headliner Machine.
Although the'Headliner is desigmed for producing letters, it can
easily be used for reproducing symbols, thereby providing ,rofessional
Icelking symbols for use on specialized ma:s.
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SUBJECT: Operational Rojprt ,i-tessons LcarnA+(ACS CSFOR-65) for

Period Ending 30 April 1967

Cacrtographic Syibolization

LIM* Contour Plate Symioolization .

Dscusslon: The unit ms required to portray slope variation with
a meaningful and effective symbol on cross country movement (CCM)
maps1W

Obserition: This symbolization vas accoplishod by. adding black
dashes of verying intensity to the contour plate of the base map
thus providing an ex-ediont and highly effective method of depictingdiffdrinpg dogeas of slopo,,,:

I=la Acetate

Item: Use of Wjlar Acetate.

D Discussion: Often mylar is difficult to obtain through sip)y 
channels in Vietnom In the interest of supply economy the unit
has begun using the same sheet of mylar for dual purposes.

Observation: Rather than discaid -the mylar natrial after a drafted
overlay has been shot on cmera, the imaje is renoved from the

,frosted acetate and the na trial can then be used for lttring
stiokups, thereby saving materials.

frote Tacetate and tho m zatia . hnb sdfrltoi

TOE Aug mentation

Iten Construction equi:.mont

Discussion: Neither the Combat Engineer Battalion or. the Construction
Engineer Battalion are ideally equipped for operation in RVN. The
Combat Battalion is light on construction equipment, o-. concrete
mixers, wheelborrows, rollers, wheolod tractors and scrapers. The
Construction Battalion is light on combat equipnent, eg. mine detoctors,
radiov, gTonade launchers, and machine 6uns. Authority for immediato
augientation is not' available. Temporary issue is no longer authorized.
Temporary loan, though seldom. available, is a stop-gap measure at
best* MTOE action is effective only upon approv-., which takes
8 months to 1 year.

Objservation: Suggested alleviation of oqui ment probloms are as
follows:
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Period Ending 30 Aril 1967

a, Installation of theater wido oqui zaont poolsl "l

b. Establishment of'a Tlhater Table of Allowancos for'
construction, security and ccmunicationo.

c Augmontation of existing TOEts at Theator or DA levels,

Driver Tra u g . _,

*Ut: Safe Driving Procodures

D iscUssi n During the roijorting per-.O-2eR Rorts of Survey involving
motor vehicles were procossed. with a monetary value exceeding -
$300jO0QO.00. More that.80% of these were rear. end collisions caused
by Iltail,:ting,? The gat oiaount of convoy operations,, long hauls-
of supplies, equilpent and matorials., road conditions, dust" bbscuratio',
and the necessity of "closed-vehicle" convoyin- for security are all
contributing factors,

Observatiois

a, Continuous and repetitive driv6r traiiing is called fbr,
with emphasis on drivor vigilance. This must be stressed 1y all
echelons of responsibility and conand,

b. Allowance of time a 'sipervision for'proper maintenance

to insure instant vehicular responso to driver or pration t c K

4. ntoL!iencc, None

Too/..Taohic Suy-,,& Stora-eo

tI : Insulated Conoxos

Discussion: This funit has had problems of sensitive topographic
supplies spoiling when store4 in tents or conexes where tamperatures
ris3 greatly during the tropical day.

0bo~ on : An expedient method to store these supplios under
field conitions is to sandbag conox containers on all expdsed sur-
faces with a 3t thick layer of sandbags. This maintains tempraturos
at levels which will not damage heat sensitive supplies stored
inside.,

21

I"F ,:b F IN\\ , ISL M
" ck/w i"WL



EGE-3 13 May 1%?
SUBJECT: Oierational Report - Losakns Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) for

Period Ending 30 April 1967

Item: Failure of Jack Handles

Discussion: The jack handle issued with the 15-ton bridge jack bends
easily under stress.

Observation: Used rock-drill bits make an excellent substitute fur

15-ton bridge jack handles,

Pp Parts

Item: Timely reaction to repair parts requirements.

fiscuision: In many cases units.in the field do not have the ability
to obtain critical repair parts within the tine fraae dictated by the
situation#

Observation: A recommended procedure is to have the unit imediatoly
appraise its superior headquarters of the shortage, At group 19vols
aalls and visits to supporting maintenance units and supply depots
can usually determine availability within 24 hours.

Materials HandlinfJ4!.Lment

Item: Operation of supply yards for construction natorials can
deplete orCganic lift capabilities,

Discussion: Units engaged in HCA funded constructicn at base conps
must establish and operate supply yards for class IV construction
materials. To handle these moterials the unit must have materials
handling equipment or it must tie up sranes1 wreckerst or" other
engineer equipzaent needed for other operations, The ideal item is
the rough terrain fork lift.'

Observation: Units operating Class IV supply yards should take action
(temporary loan or MTOE) to obtain 1iE for use in the yard. This
would preclude diverting organic oquipmont from construction or
oorational support missions.

SectioM 2. Part II. Reconendations

1 Personnel, None.

2. 0orstions. The procoduros for the acquisition of real
estate in Vietnam are only morginally satisfactory. The unit requesting
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SgBnQT: Ooilational report Lessons Learned (RCS OSFORP65) for

Period' Ending 30 April 1967 I

real estate rights must first contact local province officials to
obtain an initial concurrence or non-concurrence. This seems to
be the principal bottle-neck. Unit commanders or their staff are
seldon proficient in nogctiating with the 1)rovince chiefs and are
often not familiar enough with the policies and jr ocedures governing
real estate acquisition to properly negotiate with the local officials,
This can result in groat delays, especiaily when the ;3rovinco chief,
who is often not familix himself with such prcodures is reluctant.
to sign a concurrence ca non-concurrence statement* The p pers =mst
'then be forwarded through channels for action at Joint General Staff
level. It is recommended that a real estate acqisiti-n agency be
ostablished with the mission of carrying out coordination at all
levels for obtaining real estate rights. Under the lro.osed system,
the unit desiring real estate vould submit its request through
channels to the real estate aCncy, The agoncy, with its staff of
trained .3ersonnel, would then ri,.ko all necessary ccordination, got
the necessary approvals, and return to the roquosting unit the
documentation establishing real estate rights. It is believed that
this procedure would reduce adninistrative errors and delays and make
the acquisition of real estate faster and more efficznt.

3. Trainli" and Or inizatio . None.

4. n. None-

5, Loistics. Recommend that an increased number of engineer
equileont repairmen be assigned to this theater and that these
individuals be placed in areas according to the engineer equipment
density supported. This would preclude the situation which currently
existsat Tay Nliffi where a shortage of enginoor equiment repairmen
advrersely affects the supportint maintenance mitts capabilities.

IVII

GE E G. GMCE

Acting Co imander6 Inol

1. LOI 1. Apr 67
2. LOI, 34 Apr 67
3. Orgnnization Chart
4. Airfield Inspection
5, Operational Support
6, Construction Projects
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PUMMRTPTION

- 3 C(1 thru chanzflL) .ACSFoR DA
(?..04~t Ina~) - AVSFoR DA (A1dniail)

2 - IITOUqAcp AtIT GPCP.OT (Airmil)
3 CG' USARV, ATTN: AVHGO-DH (Coiriter)'
1File
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AVCC-PF&O (13 May 67) 1st Ind OPT Hubbivdccb/BH 401

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) for Quarterly
Period Ending 30 April 1967

HEADQUARFES, UNITED STATES ARMY ENGINEM COMMAND
VIETNAM (PROV), APO. 96491 7JUP 196".
TO: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-Di,

APO 96307

1. The subject report, submitted by the-7th En ineer Group (Const),
has been reviewed by this headquarters and is consiaerea aequatee. I

2. The recomm3ndations and comments made by the submitting commander

have been reviewed and this headquarters concurs, subject to the ftllowing,
added comments:

a. Section 1, paragrqt id, page 5, Rotational Hump. The loss of

the 600 men rotating from the 79th Engineer Group in September is recognized
by this headquarters, and increased input to units concerned is being *ade
to lessen the impact.

b. Section I, paragraph le, page 8, Maintenance. Recent changes'
in !-t Logistical Command support of non-standard equipment (Japanese drills,
etc..) provides for in-country stockage of these items. The time lag on re-
ceipt of repair parts has been reduced and continues tb improve.

c. Section 1, paragraph Ig, page 11, Real Estate. The position of
Real Estate Officer is an additional duty assigned within subordinate units
of the Command. The procedures related to the acquisition of real estate
are complex and time consuming. Considdration should be given to establish-
ing an Army Engineer Real Estate Team to be employed as outlined in TM 5-300,
Real Estate Operations in Overseas Commands.

d. Section 1, paragraph Ig, page 11, u t ?aliation., The 79th
Migineer Group has its full TOE authorization of asphalt distributors, ,4 each,
on hand. in addition, it has four each trailer mounted asphalt distributors,
600 gallon, on hand. An MTOE has been submitted to authorize the retention
of these trailer mounted asphalt distributors. .,. et

e. i, paragraph 2d, page 14, Topographic. A generator,
standardization and modernization program is presently being implemented pt

USARV level. Under this program generators near rebuild criteria are to be
replaced.

f. Section I, paragraph 3e, page 18, Security. The fJioat bridge
company is normally in support of an engineer line unit which should provide
security. Unusual cases such as the one reported do not warrent MTOE action.
Temporary loan of M-60 machine guns will be arranged if needed in the ffiture
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AVCC-P&O (13 May 67) 1st Ind '7< Q6
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned (RCS CSFOR-65) for Quarterly

Period Ending 30 April 1967

g. Section 1, paragraph 4b, page 19, TOE. The unlt has been

notified to submit 1fROE for additional personnel. At present the unit is

being maintained overstrength to supply the necessary assistant drivers.

h. Section 1, paragraph 4d, page 20, Logistics. Although there is

so7,% receipt of parts, from other than recognized sources, there should be

no difficulty in receiving ordnance repair parts, when proper procedures

are followed. Units have been instructed, by letter, to follow correct

maintenance procedures for obtaining repair parts. There is no "authorized"

dead line rate; the Conrand goal is 10% for critical items, 5% over-all.

i. Section 2, Part I, paragraph 3, page 26, TOE Augmentation.

Miuch of the equipment shortage was a result of assigning combat units con-

struction missions. The shortage was caused by the lack of engineer units

available in Vietnam at the time. The situation should improve during the

next reporting period due to the recent arrival of additional Construction

Engineer units. At this time there is a shortage of equipment to set up a

theater pool. M-OE action is authorized and where sufficient justification

exLsts, units are encouraged to submit such recommendations.

FOR THE COMMlNDER:

6 IC OCTTE
Colon E

Chief of Staff

FZ
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- AVHGC-DST (13 M ay 67) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending
30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

HBADQUAR.TE!$, UNITED STATES ARI4Y VIETNAM4, APO 96375 N "'

TO: Conmander in Chief, United States Ar7, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-OT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the period ending 30 April 1967 from Headquarters, 79th
Engineer Group as indorsed.

k 2. Pertinent comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning shortage of critical skilled MOSts
paragraph Id, page 5: Concur. The shortage of 05B, Radio Operator, per-
sonnel exists throughout USARV. Strength projections prepared by this
headquarters indicate that a balanced situation in this MDSC will not occur

until October 1967. A similar shortage of 91B personnel, Medical Specialist,
exists in USARV A-1th strength projections indicating no appreciable change
until after October 1967. However, a combined projection for both MOS 91A

and 91B indicates a shortage of only 25 by the end of July. W-1hile the com-
bined 91A/91B picture looks good, it also serves to illustrate the problem
of the shortage of experienced personnel in grades E-4 and E-5. Allocation
of available replacements continues to be made on an equitable basis through-
out the command.

b. Reference item concerning September rotational hump, paragraph
Id, pages 5 and 6 and paragraph 2a, 1st Indorsement: Concur. The September
rotational hump can be alleviated by action within the U.S. Army Engineer
Co=and, Vietnam (P). The action planned by the CG, USAECV-P will ac-
complish the desired leveling of the rotational hump for September 1968.

c. Reference item concerning late receipt of assignment instruc-
;ions, paragraph Id, page 6: Concur. rhis headquarters is instituting
procedures to provide each major commnder with machine prepared listings
of assignment instructions for individuals assigned his conmmnd. This
method is faster and more effective than the previous procedure using manual-

ly prepared rosters which contained assignment instructions for individuals
in all cowands. Procedures are also being implemented to provide each com,-
mand with a listing of those individuals for whom assignment instructions
have not been received. These listings will provide for closer control of
those personnel, and identify individuals on whom special attention should
be focused by DA, this headquarters and the major coriander. Further improve-
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending > I

30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

ment of the assignment procedures can be made by Department of the Army Office
of Personnel Operations providing more timely notification to this headquarters
of individuals' assignments. Special attention by the 79th Engineer Group to
insure that individuals are reported for reassignment at the proper time will
also assist in solving this problem.

d. Reference item concerning TOE personnel authorization, paragraph
4b, page 19 and paragraph 2q, 1st Indorsement: Concur with action taken by
Headquarters, US Army Engineer Command, Vietnam (Prov). The Engineer Command
has been notified of the requirement to address the availability of trade-off
spaces at each level of command if MTOE submissions reflect an increase in
personnel.

e. Reference item concerning major critical logistical shortages,
paragraph le, page 8: Concur. Engineer equipment continues to be in short
supply in RVN. Follow up action to improve equipment availability is being
taken by USARV and should be taken at all higher echelons. The supply of
refrigeration equipment continues to improve with the completion of large
refrigerated warehouses which releases smaller refrigeration units for re-
distribution. This headquarters has imposed constant surveillance over stlf
service stores for proper issue of hand tools. The supply of expendable
office supplies is now adequate to meet all unit requirements.

f. Reference item concerning work stoppages of short duration caused
by shortages of materials, unsatisfactory battle loss replacements, inadequate
supply of refrigeration and cantonment power supply, paragraph le, pages 6
and 7: Concur. The continued shortage of assets precluded immediate replace-
ment issues of battle losses. As assets become available for depot stocks this
situation will improve. Efforts by USARV to insure adequate and complete
stocks of construction materials have aided in the improvement of the supply
position on these items. RBX (Red Ball Expanded) for construction materials
has been instituted allowing for requisitioning of materials in a manner simi-
lar to Red Ball Express.

g. Reference item concerning maintenance problems caused by the move
of the 588th Engineer Company from Cu Chi.to Tay Ninh, paragraph le, page 8:
Concur. The arrival of large quantities of engineer construction equipment
in a remote area will normally cause temporary problems for COSTAR maintenance
units. One of the primary problems is the lack of adequate demand data for
the-. type of equipment supported and the time lapse caused while augmenting the
ASL to support the increased density. No DSU can possibly stock to support
every eventuality.
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h. Reference item concerning the time required in locating and de-
livering repair parts to the using units and the unsatisfactory procurement
of repair parts for non-standard equipment, page 8 and paragraph 2b, 1st
Indorsement: Concur. Continuous movement of supported units disrupts the
normal supply system. The use of Red Ball Express procedures have alleviat-
ed long deadline time, however complete PLL' s must be maintained to insure
rapid repair. As stated in 1st Indorsement, the 1st Logistical Command has
taken action to minimize the repair po rts problem on non-standard equipment.

i. Reference item concerning delays in acquisition of real estate
rights, paragraph Ig, page 113 paragraph 2, pages 28 and 29 and paragraph 2c,
1st Indorsement:

(1) Concur.

(2) Approval of the following TDAs will authorize sufficient
real estate personnel bo staff the 1st Logistical Co nand Central Real Estate
Office and the Support Command Area Real Estate Offices. Because of the current
lack of authorization for real estate personnel, some of the real estate re-
sponsibilities are, of necessity, the responsibility of the requesting unit.
With the authorized additional personnel, the Central and Area Real Estate
Offices will assume all real estate responsibilities.

(a) 1st Logistical Command Central Real Estate Office:

(1) TDA Number P5 W 2VAAOO.

(2) Submitted to USARPAC by letter dated 14 April 1967
with Ist Indorsement to DA dated 10 May 1967, subject: Acceleration of NAADS.

(3) Total 19 spaces.

(b) 1st Logistical Command Area Real Estate Offices:

(1) Saigon Support Command (Saigon, Vung Tau, Can Tho)
TDA Number P5 WI ZRAAOO.

(2) Qui Nhon Support Command TDA Number P5 Wi ZMAAOO.

(3) Cam Ranh Bay Support Command TDA Number P5 W1
ZNAAOO.
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned for the Period Ending

30 April 1967 (RCS CSFOR-65) (U)

(4) Submitted to USARPAC by letter dated 15 March 1967
with Ist Indorsement to DA dated 3 April 1967, subject: Acceleration of NAADS.

(5) Total 33 spaces.

3. Action required at higher Hq: approve TDAs.

J. Reference item concerning generator rebuild criteria, paragraph
2d, page 11 and paragraph 2e, 1st Indorsement: Concur in 1st Indorsement
comments. The requirement to replace generators according to hours of use
was recognized at the recent Closed Loop Maintenance Conference. It is an-
ticipated that sufficient generators will be available in the near future to
commence this program. Receipts to date have been used to fill TOE shortages
and to replace non-standard equipment.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

6 Incl
nc AtAG
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GPOP-DT(13 May 67) 3d Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967

from HQ, 79th Eng-r Gp (RCS CSFOR)

HQ, US ARMY, PACIFIC, APO San Francisco 96558 2 OCT 1967

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding

indorsements and concurs in the report, as indorsed, subject to the
following comments:

a. By letter, OPS OD TO, Headquarters DA, 5 August 1967,
subject: "Combat Service Support Staffing in SVN", DA directed that

current organization of Ist Logistical Command and subordinate
elements be reviewed and restructured in accordance with the recommen-

dations contained in "USARPAC Analysis of US Army Combat Service
Support in RVN and Related Studies".

b. TDA's cited in paragraph 21, 2d Indorsement were submitted

under "Acceleration oi NAADS" which was to address authorized strengthof organizations as of 31 December 1966 and did not concern new require-
ments. The three TDA's referred to in paragraph 2i(2)(b) have been
approved by DAat authorized strength only. This approval provides the
Real Estate section of each TDA with one officer grade 03 for an
aggregate of 3 (not 33 as indicated by paragraph 2i(2)(5), 2d Indorse-
ment). Approval of the 1st Logistical Command Central Real Estate Office
TDA (paragraph 2i(2)(a)) has not been received from DA. As this was a
new requirement, although submitted under "Acceleration of NAADS" by
USAMV, approval is not anticipated in view of current requirement
stated above.

FOR THE COMANDER IN CHIEF:

K. F. 0SBOU1RN

6 Incl MAJ, AGO
Asst AGnc I7
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*1DEPARPI'NT OF THE ARM1Y
A I{FAADQUARTB1S, 79TH ENG 1ER GROUP

APO 96491

FGF,,-311 April 19671' SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (Transfer of Units and Responsibilities
to 34th Engineer Grup)()

TO: See Distribution

1. PURPOSE. This letter of instruction directs the actions to
be takeni and the coordination to be made to inisure thie oi-derly tj'ansfer

the transfer of construction and operational support projects,. and for
the relot ation of units.

12. (C) CO1TCT OF OPERATION.'*

a* The following units are to be transferred from coom and of
the '79th1 Engineer Group to the eomand of the 34+th Engineer Groulp on-
20 April 1967:

C)86th Engineer Battali~dn

(2) 27th 2Zigineer Battalion

(3) 67th Engineer Company (Dimp Truck)

(4) 573rd Enginb~er, Company (Float Bridge)

(5 9t nierCmpn LgtEupet
(6 IhEgne ealet Wl rlig

II TheC folin hneso tto il aepae

V , adC__n B,8t
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\ICLASSIFIED

EGE-3 11 April 1967
SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (Transfer of Units and Responsibilities

to 34th Engineer Group.)

-c. The folloving actions will take place on 20 April 1967:

-() 156th Engineer Detachment: Transferred from assignment
to 79th Engineer Group to assignment. to 34th Engineer Group. Remains
attached to 27th Engineer Battalion.

(2) 38th Engipeer Detachment: Relieved from attachmne4it
to 86th Engineer Battalion and attached to 554th Engineer Battalion.

(3) 67th .nineer Company: Relieved from attachmernt to

588th Engineer Battalion and attached to 86th Engineer Battalion.

39 (c) ME CUTION.

a* 86th Endineer Battalion will:~

(1) In coordination with 0G, 9th Infantry Division and
CO 5541th Engineer Battalion, move units from Ihu Loi and Lai KIhe to
Bearcat. Move may be made at the discretion of the 00, 86th Engineer
Battalion but should provide for the continuation of maximum engineer
effort for directed construction projects and operational support
missions. Priority of effort is to mission assigned by OPORD 5, this HQ.

(2) Return all supporting equipment from 79th Engi eer
Group organizations to parent units not later than 20 April 1967.

(3)o Assume control o 67th Mgineer Company upon attachment
on 20 April 1967. (Vith concurrence of CO, 34th Engr Gp) Hake provisions
for siting this unit at Bearcat, 

t

j (4) Bn relieved of assignment to 79th Engineer Group and
assigned to 34th Engineer Group effective 20 April 1967.

(5) Transfer attachment of 38th Engineer Detachment to
554th Engineer Battalion effective 20 April 1967.

(6) Transfer responsibility f~r construction and operational
support missions in accordance with Annex A.

be R'M~ Mng'zeer Bat% rlion will:

(1) Return all supporting equipmont from 79th Eigi1cer
Group organizations to parent units not later than 20 April 1967.
Racgests for exceptions to be submitted to this HQ telephonically
NIT 15 April 1967.



IED

EGF..-3
SUBJECT: Letter of istruction (Transfer of Units and flesponoi es

to 34th Engineer Group) -

(2) Rqtain. control of 595th Engineer Conpany and 156th
Engineer Detachment. (With concurrence of O0, 34th Engr Gp)

(3) Be relieved of assignment to 79th Engineer Group
and assigned to 34th Engineer Group effective 20 April 1967.

AL 6a17th En&neer Coman will:

(1) Continue support to 86th Engineer Battalion with
elements carrently in support.

(2) Be relieved of attac1rient to 588th Engineer Battalion V
and assigned to 34th Engineer Group for farther attachment to 86th
Engineer -Battalion effective 20 April 1967. (With concurrence of 00,
34th Engr Gp)

(3) Move from Tay !I.,inh to Bearcat. Move will be rde

NLT 22 April 1967. Coordination for siting will be made with CO
86th Engineer Battalion. (With concurrence of CO, 34th Engr Gp)

d. at nilleer beM id:

(I) Be relieved of assignment to 79th Engineer Group and
assigned to 34th Engineer Group effective 20 g eril 1967.

(2) Remain at crent ea in ong Binh ulati! move topermanent area is practicable. (WVith concurrence of 00, 34th Engineer

Group)

e. 595th Enaineer 0om.WZ wi: .

I4(1) Be relieved of assignment to 79th Engineer Group end 6 <
assigned to 34th Engneer Group effective 20 Apri! 1967. Attachm~ent II
to 27th Egineer Battalion and stationing at Long Giao continues. (With
concurrence of CO, 34th Engineer Group)

(2) Redistribute equipment as follows:

(a). Equipment in support of units listed in paragraph
2a remains in support.

(b) Equipment in support of 79th Engineer Group units
W1 be returned to the 595th Engineer Company NILT 20 April .967.

f. 68_th Enineer-Batt !ion ll return all equipment of the
units listed in paragraph '2a to parbnt units not later tlhan 20 Aril 1967.

40
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UNCLASSIFIED

EGE-3 11 April 1967
SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (Transfer of Units and Rsponsibilities

to 34th Engineer Group)

g. 588th DT2ineer Batldlip_ ill:

()' Be relieved of attachment of 67th Engineer CompanySeffective 20 April 1967.

(2) Return all equipment of the uits listed in paragraph
2a to parent units not later than 20 April 1967.

(3) In coordination with CO, 86th Engr Bn move the
67th Engineer Company to Bearcat not later than 22 April 1967.

h. 0Oth Engineer Compn= wil qohtinue to provide limited
administrative support to 573rd Engineer Company until tmt unit mies
to their permanent area.

i. 55Lth Engineer Battalion will:

(1) In coordination with CO, 86+1 Engineer 13ttalion,
carry out the actions specified by paragraphs M:b(1), 2b(2), and 2c(2).

(2) In coordination with CO, 86th Magineer Battalion,
assume responsibility for construction pm'jects at Phu ,oi and L~i Khe
and certain specified operational support missions. See Annex A.

4. (0) COORDINATION: The following coordination is authorized:

a. Coy 86th ax~gr Bn coordinates with CO, 588th Engr Bn for
assumption of con rol of 67th Engr Co; with cG, 9th Inf Div for 'iting
at Bearcat and assumption of base cons1.'uction projects; with CO,
554th Engr Bn for turnover of imissions, movep from Lai Ehe and Phu LoiI
and transfer of the 38th Engineer Detacment.

b. GO,. 554th Engr Bn cobrdinates with CO, 86th Engr n for
occupatibn of Phu Loi and Lai Iffie, for the transfer of mission respon-
sibilityA and for transfer of the 38th Engineer Detachment.

c. CO, 588th Engr Bn coordinates with CO, 86th Engr Bn for

transfer and movement of 67th Engr Co.

--5- (U) LOGISTICS: Instructions for the transfer of project

construction materials will be accomplished by separate letter.
6. (U) ADMINISTR1TION: Instruction for thQ transfer of Civilian

Personnel will be accomplished by sephrate letter.

41UNCLASIFIED
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M- SIFIED

SUBJECT: Ltter-6-tr.tion (Transfer of Units and Responsibiliies-
to 34+h Engineer Group)

FOR THE CO ,NDER:

ajo

'Ajuta-a

Annexes
A - Turnover of Frojocts

DISMRIBUTION:
cO, 27th Engr Bn
0O; 86th Engr Bn
0o, 168th Engr Bn
CO, 554th Engr Bn
Co, 588th Elngr %.
00, 500th E.-ngr Co
GO, 573rd Engr Co

Copies furnishedi-
c;II FFYJRCEVO ATTNs ig

CG, USAEOV(P)
C0, 34th Engr Gp
CO, 159th Engr Op
O, Ist mnf Div; ATIT,*- Engr

0G* 9th Inf DivAT: Engr
CG, 25th Inf Div, ATTN: Engr

41
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ANNEX A to Lette

TURNOVER OF PROJECTS LIM IMIONS UNCLASSIFIED

1. (U) CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. The transfer of construction

p1ojects will be in accordance with letter EGE-3, this headquarters,

4 April 1967, subject: "Procedure for Transfer of Construction Res-

ponsibility."

2. (0) OPEJRLTIONPl SUPPORT MISSIONS:

ae Responsibility transferred to CO 34th ngineer Group

effective 200001 April 1967:

(1) Construction of bridge at CAU KJONG. Mission assigned

to 79th Engineer Group and further assigned to 86th Engineer Battalion

IAW OPORD 19, this HQ, 301300H Dec 66. .500th Engr Co relieved DS
86th Engr Bn effective 200001H April 67.

(2) Operation of Ferries at CAU MUOING and LONIG KIEN.
Mission assigned to 79th Engr Gp by II FFORCEV message. Mission further

assigned to 86th Engr Bn with 573rd Engr Co in DS by messages this Hq.

(3) Upgrading of XU.I 1o0 airfield. Mission assigned to
this HQ by II FFOB0EV message and further assigned to 27th Engr Bn
by OPORD 2 this HQ, 2I600H Jan 67.

(4) Support of Operation ENTERPRISE. Mission assigned to
79th Engr Gp by II FFORCEV OPLAN 51-66 and furthcr assigned to 86th
Engr Bn.

b. The 86th Engineer Battalion is relieved of responsibility

for the following missions effective 200001H April 1967:

(1) Support of Ist Infantry Divisio" for zaintenance" of
Route QI-13. Mission assigned by OPORD 14 this HQ, 17O1100H Nov 67.
Mission terminates.

(2) Saigon bypass route (site YELLOW).Mission'directed
by USAEOV(P) message. Mission assigned by OPORD 5, this HQ, 261500H
Mar 67. Mission to be assumed by 554th Engr Bn. Direct coordination
between CO 86th Engr Bn and.CO, 554th Engr Bn for trIansfer of
responsibility is authorized.

43
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biPAkt1tr OF- V1fl AMY
HEADQUARJ1RSi 79vI Gn,=,R GROUP

APO 9649!

EGE-3 14 April 1967

SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (Redeployment of 588th Engiieer Battalion
and Deployment of 554th Engineer Battalion)

TO: Commanding Officer, 554th Engineer Battalion, APO 96353
Commanding Officer, 588th Engineer Battalion, APO 96353

1. PURPOSE. This letter of instruction directs the redeployment,
of the 588th Engineer Battalion, the deployment of the 554th Engineer
Battalion, and the transfer of certain projects and missions from the
588th Engineer Battalion to the 554th Engineer Battalion.

2. CONCEPT OF OPERATION.

a. The 554th Engineer Battalion arrives in country o/a
14 April 1967, Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Company A,
and Company B are stationed at Cu Chi and relieve elements of 588th
Engineer Battalion from construction projects at Cu Chi and certain
operational support missions effective 20 April 1967. Company COand
Company D are stationed in Phu Loi and relieve elements of the 86th
Engineer Battalion from construction projects at Lai Khe, Phu Loi and
certain operational support missions effective 20 April 1967.

b. Elements of the 588th Engineer Battalion currently
stationed at Cu Chi (with the exception of Company A) move to Tay Ninh
o/a 20 April 1967,

c. Company A, 588th Engineer Battalion is attached to the
554th Engineer Battalion on order.

d. Rooh Procossing and Quarry Section (para 06, TOE 5-117E),
Company A, 554th Ziginoor Battalifp is attached to the 588th Engineer
Battalion effective 20000IH April 1967.

3." EXECUTION,

a, 55Z4th Eninoer Battalion will:

(1) Station Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Company
A, and Company B at Cu Chi upon acrival in country. Occupation of sit,
wil. be coordinated with CO, 588th Engineer Battalion.

41
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EGF-3 14 April 1967
SUBJECT: Letter of Instructioo (Redeployment of 588th Engineer Battalion

and Deployment of 554th Engineer Battalion)

(2) Station remainder of units at Phu Loi with dt least
one augmeted platoon detached from Phu Loi and stationed at Lai Khe.
Occupation of sites will be coordinated with C0 86th Engineer Battalion
in accordance with reference b.

(3) Assume responsibility for construction projects
at Cu Chii Lai Mhe and Phu Loi in accordance with reference a.

in acordnce(4) Assume responsibility for operational support mission; ~in accordance with referende a.

'(5) in coordination with CO, 588th Engineer Battalion,.
provide required support to the 588th Engineer Battalion for the mission
directed by reference d effective 20.April 1967.

(6) Assume control of Company A, 588th Engineer Battalion
on order.

(7) Release control of Rock Processing and Quarry Section
upon attacmient to 588th Engineer Battalion effective 200001H April 1967.

b. " 8th Engineer Battalion wil:

(1) Move all elements (less Company A) currently stationed
at Cu Chi to Tay Ninh.

(2) Release control of Company A upon attacbment to 554th
Engineer Battalion.

(3) Assume control of the Rock Processing and QuarrY
Section, Company A, 554th Engineer Battalion upon attachment effective
200001H April 1967.

(4) Continue responsibility for nission assigned:by -
4fftefi d. Coordinate with CO, 554th Engineer Battalion for requiredsupport, i

(5) Transfer responsibility for construction projects

at Cu Chi to 554th Engineer Battalion in accordance with reference a,

4. COORDINATION. Direct coordination between CO, 554th Engineer
Battalion, CO, 588th Engineer Battalion, and CO, 86th Eigineer Battalion
authorized.

5. LOGISTICS. .Se reference e.

49
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EGE-3 14 April 1967
SUBJECT: Letter of Instruction (Redeployment of 588th Engineer Battalion

and Deploymont of 554th Engineer Battalion)

6. EFEMeCES.

a. Letter EGE-3, this headquartoers, 4 April 1967, subject:
'"Procedure for Transfer of Construction Responsibilityi"

b. Letter EGE-3, this headquarters, 11 April 1967, subject-
"Letter of Instruction (Transfer of Units and Responsibilities to 34th
Engineer Group) (U)."

eF AG 0 1 to OPORD 5, this headquarters, 1hl200H April 1967.

d* Message UNCLAS EME-3-04006, this headquarters, subject:'
"tSupport of NP for Repar of Route QL-L.

e.Letter EGE-40 this headquarters, 12 April 1967, subjectv
"Transfer of Constructioni Materials to 554th Engineer Battalion (Const)."1

FRTHE COIANDER:

~Maj or,, MCE\
"Adjutant

Copi~s furnished
CG; ~I FFORCEV, ATTN: Engr
CG? USAECV(P) "
CG, 1st Inf Div, ATTN: Engr
CG, 25th Inf Div, ATTN: Engr

I¢
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Inclosure 4 to 79th Engineer Group Qjorational Report - Lessons Learned
for Quarterly Period Ending 30 April 1967 (

AIRFIELD INSPECTION RESPONSIBILITIES

168th Engineer Battalion: - 4
Bu Dop XUJ9729Nui Ba Ra (Song Be) YUI407

Bu Dang YU4404
Bunard YT2688

Dong Xoai (Don Luan) YTO675
Cao Song Be XT9173PhuocVinh (Bung Bung) XT9649
Phuoc Hoa XT914..
Xom Cat YT1428

554th Ern.eer Battalion:

Loc Ninh XU7308.
Quan Loi XT8190
Chon Thanh XT7661
Tonle Chaj XT6281
Minh Thanh XT6367
Lai Ile XT7738
Phu Loi (Thu Dau Mot) XT8615
Cu Chi XT6515

Duc Hoa XS5996

588th EnFinecor Battalion:

Dau Tieng XT4947
Suoi Da (Phu luong) XT3458
Prek i~lok (Fleotwood Field) XT2778
Trai Bi XT1169
Tay Ninh West XT1651

Tay Ninh City XT2050

I ci 4
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Inclosure 5 to 79th Engineer GroiAj p erational Report - Lessons Learned
for Quarterly Period Ending 30 Alril 1967

SUBJECT: Operational'Support and L .nes of Comunications Upgrading
Missions.

: , . K SupportF of aration LA SON. .(168th4Engr Bn. 29 Jan 67-'3.1 Feb 67.) During the ioy~orting period-thc; 168th Engineer Battalion

completed their support to the ist Infantry Division on OperationL01 SON Ii, During -6fe period of the operation, which took place in

the jungle areas north of Phu Loi,. 1305 acres of juingle were cleared,
a 175-meter tunnel wad destroyed,. and mine detection and clearing

operations were conducted. The return of all group elements to
home station on 11 February 1967 brought to an end participation in
the three continuous dperations (NIAGARA FALLS, CEDAR FALLS, and LX4 SON II)
which developed many new concepts in engineer employment in land cleaiing
operations-*-

2. Rafting oeerations in support of Operation FAIRFAX. (100th.
Engr Co, 86th Engr Bn, 573rd Engr Co. Continued through 20 Apr 67
when'responsibility izas assumed by 34th Engr Gp.) The rafting
operations at Cau Muong and Long Kien, started during the previous
reporting period, continued throughout the current quarter. The 100th
Engineer Company remained responsible for the raft operation until
18 March 1967 when the responsibility was given to the 86th Engineer
Battalion. The 86th was already on site constructing the Cau Muong
bridge and the transfer of responsibility was done to place one single
engineer commander .in command at the site. The 100th Engineer Company
supported the 86th Engineersl operation until 6 April 1967 when the
support mission was transferred to the 573rd higinoer Com-any in
anticipation of a nission and unit transfer tIo the 34th Engineer Group.
Details of the raft operation may be found in paragraph 3, basic report.
On 20 April 1967, the mission passed to the 34th Engineer Group.

3. Support of II FFORCEV in construction of a base at Trai Bi.
(588th Engr Bn. Completed 5 Feb 67.) This mission, started by the
588th Engineer Battalion during the last quarterly period, was completed
by the construction of 6 timber artillery firing pads. Work was done

in preparation for Operation JUNCTION CITY.

4. Redecking of railroad bridge and construction of Class 55
bypass on Route QL-4 south of Saigon. (86th Engr Bn. 18 Jan 67 -
22 Fob 67,) This operation consisted of placing decking on the
abandoned railroad bridge at XS755833 and upgrading the approaches to
provide a class 50 bypass around the bridge on Route QL-4 at XS751831.
The work consisted of placing 3 x 12 - inch decking over 6 x 8 -inch
transverse stringers on the 400 - foot steel truss railroad bridge;
construction of a 30-foot steel stringer bridge (4 14-inch .steel H-piles
with 3 x 12-inch decking) on the south approach road; installation of
two 20-foot 18-inch culverts; and upgrading the approach roads with

Incl 5
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Inclosure 5 to 79th Ehginepi, Group Opeajicnal' eport - Lessons Lerned
for Quarterly Period Ending 30 :Ai:rl 1967.-

3500 cu yd of 4-inch rock and 2600 cu yd of laterite. A total of
1.1 miies of appioach road were upgraded.

5. Constructio of Eiffel Bridge at Cau Muong. (86th Engr Bn.
Started*2 Feb 67; project transf'rred to 34th Engr Gp on 20 Apr 67.)
The bridge at Cau Muong (XS893800) was a three-span Eiffel bridge
resting on tuo Eiffel towers as intermediate supports, Enemy action
had destroyed the west pier resulting in severe damage to the center
and westernmost span. The damagespans were removed. With considerable
difficulty due to 10-foot tidal variations, the damaged pier was cut
off below the point of damage (below low-water level) and an extension
to the tower constructed of steel structural members. An Eiffel span
was constructed upstream at Long Kien, moved to Cau Muong on an
M4T6 raft, and installed as the center span of the bridge, At the
time of mission transfer, the final span was under construction.

6. Support of 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment by clearing of jungle
on Routes 333 and QIl betweeh Gia Ray and Ap Suoi Cat. (27th Engr Dn.
9 - 22 Feb 67.) At the request of the CO, l1th ACR, the 27th Engineer

'Battalion supported by elements of the 919th Engineer Company (11th ACR)
cleared. jungle 100 meters on both sides of the highway from YT630114
south and west to Ap Suoi. Cat (YT5906)," A total of 2"4.9 acres were
cleared by dopers operating a total of 502 hours.

7, Jungle clearing in support of 5th Infantry Division (ARVN)
search and destroy operation (168th Engr Bno 12 Feb 67t) In this
one-day operation northwest of Di An, the 168th Engineer Battalion
supported a 5th ARVN Infantry Division search and destroy operation
by using 2 Rome plows and 5 bulldozers to clear approximately 25 acres
of jungle around XT8501124

8. Clearing of rubble at Cau Bong bridge. (588th Engr-Bn.
13 - 16 Feb 67.) The 588th Engineer Battalion cleared rubble,
damaged concrete, and reinforciiig steel from the site of a damaged,
bridge at Cau Bong (XT712071) on Route QL-I in preparation for the
rebuilding of the bridge by the Ministry of Public Works (RVN).

9. Engineer support to II FFORCEV for Operation JUNCTION
CITY (Phases I and II), a multi-division operation in War Zone C.
(168th Engr Bn, 588th Engr Bn, 7th Engr Bn. 500th Engr Co. 17 Feb 67 -
15 Apr 67*) Operation JUUCTION CITY consisted of a massive search
and destroy operation involving the majority of the tactical elements
assigmed to II FFORCEV. The two primary maneuvering elements consisted
of the Ist and 25th Infantry Divisions with attached armor and armored
cavalry. The operation was conducted in two -ases, In Phase I the
Ist Infantry Division ostablished blocking positions generally along
Route TL-4 which runs north - south to bisect War Zone C, and from

FroR QFIZIP L_ QSE NL (
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InIos~e P to 79th lnginaor Group' Operational Report - Lessons Learnedfor 0*],rly Period Ending 30 ApriflM99.

Katim XiT3390) .westward t6 seal off th6 Cbnmborian border. The 25th .
Infantr-Division with the )lth IAmiorod. Cavalry Regiment then manrieuvered
to sweep the sealed area west of Route Qt-4. During Phase II, The 
95th Infantry Division relieved the Ist Infantry Division who then
withdrew along the road net south of the War Zone to Route QL-13 in
the east. from whence. they swept in a general westward direction to
clear the eastern portioni of War Zone C& During the operation two
Special Forces camps with associated C"130 airfields were to be
constructed: one at Prek Klok (XT2?78) and one at Tonle Chan-i (XT6181..
Effective 7 March 1967 the 168th Engineei Battalion was placed in
direct support of the ist .Infantry Division and the 588th Engineer :
Battalion was 1placed in dject support of the 25th Infantry Division.
Throughout the operation the 588th Engineers worked at the forward
support. area at Trai Bi ( iO) by maintaining the C-130 airfield,
constructing a parking area surfaced with MSAI mattingj preparing a
CH-47 landing and parking area, prepariing a ijtility heliport and
staging area, building a road network, and applying dust control
measureso The 588th Engineers aid extensive work on the ioad not
in the Tay Ninh area as. follows: cutting, shaping, and upgrading a
4.3-mile bypass road between Route QL-13 (XT129504) and Route QL-22
(XT161553); clearing, cutting, nnd shaping a 4.5-mile fair-weather
bypass road between Route QL-22 (XT16755) and Route TL- (XT225564)
including a 48-foot, ono-lane, class 60 timber trestle bridge at
XT203561; upgrading and naU ining Route QL-22 between the Route 13
bypass and Trai Bi (10.9 miles); maintaining Route TL4 between Tay Ninh
and the base of Nui Ba Der Mountain (7.8 milos)4 The 588th Engineers
also maintained the' Tay Ninh - Dau Tieng MR, maintained roads in the
Tay Ninh base camp, upgraded Route QL-22 north of Trai Bi to the
intersection of Route 247, and upgraded the western half of Route 247.
Tae 168th.Engineer Battalion initially moved into Suoi Da (XT3457) and
maintained .aid supported the forward supiort area and airfield locatedI there# One company remained in support of the Sui Da base end performed

road maintonance on Routes LTL-13, TL-4$ and 2434 The battalion CP,
the 557,h Engineer Cmpanyj and one reinforced line company moved with
the tdctical forces north to Prok laok and constructed the C-130
airfield and Special Forces Op at t,.t location. The 168th Engineers
also completed construction of the C-130 airfield at Katum which V
had been started by the 1st Engineer Battalion. Upon tennination
of Phase I, the 168th Engineer Battalion was placed in direct support
of the 25th Infantry Division until the work at Prok Iaok was coxrmloted,
On 7 March 1967 the 27th Engineer Battalion was placed in direct
support of the 1st Infantry Division for Phase II of the operation,.
That unit departed their home station on 13 March 1967 and arrived at
the vicinity of Tnlo Chan the following day. At Tonle Chan they
constructed a Special Forces camp, supported the 1st Engineer Battalion
in constructing a C.-130 airfield, and engaged in daily mine-srceeping
operations. Panel bridge support is described in parag(ra-h 5,, basic
reports
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Inclosure 5 to 79th Engineer Groui) Ojet ,ionai Report - Lessons toarned
foi' Quarterly Period Ending 30 Apziil 1967

10, S-Apport o. N iniatry of Public Works for ro;,alr of R6iit"'
QL-13. (86th Engt 'B r, 500th En 0o. 21 Fob 67 22 Mar 67.) This
operation consisted of providing 'd mp truck support to MPW for'
hauling of ldterite on Route QL-13 beA~ioen' Phu Cuong and Ben Cat.

11# Repair of Route 313 between Phu Loi and Phu Cuong. (86th
Engr Bn. 27 Feb 67 - 7 Mar 67. ) Wotk consisted of filling and
patcng, with rock and asphalt cut-baick, itfrerous pot-holes which
had 'developed in !the road between Phu Loi and Phu Cuong.

12. Engineer Support of Operation ANTERPRISE, a 9th Infantry
Division oper'ation in Long 1n Province solith of Saigon. (86th Engr
Bn. Started '27 Feb 67; mission transferred to 34th Engr Gp 20 Apr
67) The 86th Eneer Battalion supported the operation by preparing
a fill area for a battlion base near Ben Luc (XS6276), began preparation
of an artillery bce fiear Ben Luc, and killed an extensive area near
the Tail An airfield (XS5265) Oor a foiwagd support base. A conpany
area was prepared near the forward support area at the Tan An airfield
and on 6 April 1967 Company D, 86th Engineer Battalion completed its
move from Bien Hoa to Tan An, fn access rbad to the company area,,
a 28-pad heliport, 'a small cahtoment area, and. an M8AI parking area
for FAG aircraft were completed. At the time of the transfer of
responsibility to the 3.th Enginoor Group, work on a barge off-loading
facility wgb underway at Bor Luc, 11A1. matting was being placed on
the forw-,zd 9U.port area at Tan An, the Tan An runway, was being re-
surfaced" with rock and a bituminous s'urface ;trea' ent, and fill was
being placed for a battalion base near Dinh Phuoc (XS6155).

13.Operation PORTSEA, (27th Engr Bn; 500th Engr Co. .,21 Mar 67 -

16 Apr t7.) Operation PORTSFA consisted of a joint Australian/U.S.
operation with the mission of repjairing and opening Route LTL-23 from
Dat Do (YS4659) eastward to Xuyen Moc (YS6568), and conducting a 'I

- search and destroy operati6n in the 'same general area, Control of
the operation was vested in the commander of the 1st Australian
Task Force. A company task force, au&uontod with one grader, five
dozors, and a.20-ton truch-mounted crano, moved out with the 500th j
Engineer Compdny from Long Giao on 20 Ikarch 1967 and joinod with the
Australian forces at the Hcrsaohoo Base ,j&np. (XI5)64) .whero it was
placed under the command of tne Officer Commanding, Ist Field Squadron,
Royal Australian Engineers. During the operation the task force
repaired and upgTaded Routo ,LTL-23 from Dat Do to Xuyon Moec (installed
3 48-inch., 3 60-inch, and 72-inch culverts), constructed two panel
bridges (see paragraph 5, basic report), cleared vegetation 100
motors back from the road betwden Dat Do and Xuyen Moc constructed
two Regional Force camps, and constructed a C-123 airfield at Xuyen Moo. 3
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for Quatterly Poriod Ending 30 April 1967

14. Upgrading of bridge on Route TL-15 (86th Engr Bn supported
by 617th Engr Co (Panel Bridge). 30 Mar 67.) An old 5-ton bridge
on Route TL-15 (XS805984) limited convoys between Tan Son Nhut and
Cu Chii The bridge was uigraded by building a 90-foot DS Bailey bridge
over the existing structure. Width restrictions required the cutting
of bridge transoms before placement.

15. Operation HARVEST MOON, the construction of a C-130 airfield
at Dia Diem Bunard to support a Special Forces camp under construction. I-,

(168th Engineer Battalion, Started 3 Apr 67.) An engineer company
task force with equipment augontation was flown from Bien Hoa and

Phuoc Vinh to Nui Ba Ra airfield (YULO7) on 3 - 4 tril 1967 in an
airlift coordinated by 79th Engineer Group through II FFORCEV. On
one first day of the lift 30 sorties of C-130 flew 4 dump trucks,
2 lowboy rigs, 1 sobop loader, 1 water distributor, 2 graders,
2 sheepfoot rollers, I 13-wheel roller, 2 -4'-ton vehicles, 1 3/4-ton
truck, and 1 contact truck. On the second day, 3 sorties of 0-124
aircraft (the first knowrn tactical lift of engineer equipmcnt to a
forward area by Globemaster) flew 1 1500 gallon-per-hour Erdlator
and 2 D-7E dozers. On 5 April 1967. with route security provided
by an RIMN regiment, the task force moved in convoy through 36
kilometers of enemy jungle to Bunard where airfield construction
began. As of the end of the reporting period the airfield had
becn certified by the USAF for C-123 operation and construction
continued.

16; Engineer support of Operation MANHATTII, a muli-divislh
operation between the Michelin Plantation and the "Iron Triangle".
(168th EngT Bn; 588th Engr Bn. Started 23 Apr 67.) The 168th Engineer
Battalion 'less elements on ('eration HARVEST MO0V was placed in
direct support of the lst In ntry Division on 21 April 1967. The
588th Engineer Battalion was placed in direct support of the 25th
Infantry Division on the same date. The 168th Engineer Battalion
moved a reinforced company to a fire support base in the Michelin
Plantation southeast of Dau Tieng and from there provided general
engineor support. Jungle clearing equipmont was placed under the
control of the 1st Engineer Battalion and the company was engaged
primarily in road naintonance. The 588th Engineer Battalion moved
all elements to the operaticnal area with an o-llrating base established
north of Trang Bang. One company moved to tle field west of the Saigon
River near Dau Tiong. They supported the operation by maintaining
roads and clearing jungle. The operation was still in progress
at the close of the reporting i-eriod.
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Inlour 6to 796t Rrgne ru nrlir. Report -t Le~sons

CURMCHT P~T-,TT

1. C CI (554th Unfzineer Batta~lion)

q. 17,093 M~an Caxn-*.rnent

b. 400 Bed. Thacution flosnoita)-

6. Helicopter Parking --pron for 16 C!'-IP and 52 F1T-l T'elicontors

d. 25th Infantry Division H~eadquarters

c. Dial Centrl Building,

f. Coimnnications Center IDuildin

9* irtillery lring Pads

h. "ater 1!elJ. Fill Points

i. Laterite Pit Operition

j I- Open Storage Area (Added 20 'Trch 1967)

*2. Toy 3Thh (588th ..igineer Datto1ion)

a. 4,002 111an Czintonment

b. 60 Bled 1.-UST Hospi--il

co.X1O3, Ptorzage ond Dispensintg FectJlity

d. R~ock qucrry nd Cnsher Site Ccnstruction ind ONerLtion

e. Lateite 'it Operctiop

f. TP;ILGAAV Base Ocapo Udcled 13 *anuairy 1967)

3. Io on (554th Tl,-neer Battilion)

180 M.ani Cantoxwient

Inel 6



4. P (588+h .nrrineer DottAIon) "

4,500 i an Crntoflnent

5. Di An (168th "3 1gineer 'Dattalion)

a 7,700 1-Hon C.ntonment

b. Crintonment Road Surfec.rng

a. Dial Central T3uilding

d. Nater "el Fil .oints

e. 'ater Storage Fhility

f. R & U Operations Center (AdIded 12 February 197)

6. Phuoc Vinh (168th Engineer Battalion)

a. 4,110 Mlan Cantonment

b. C-130 firfield

a. C-130 Taxivay and Parlting Ilvnp

d. Artillery Firing Pads

e. lUater 'HeD! Fill Points

f, Laterite Pit Operation

7. Xon Tgn - -hroncbrvgn's 2rLa (168th 1-3nrineer Battalion)

a. Rock Quarry and jCursher Site Construction end Operation

b. Laterite Pit Operation

84 P u Loi (554th "ngineer 'attalion)

a. 8,,100 Man CGntonnent

b. 0-130 Airfield

c. Airfield ."1intenance 'Thn~rs

d. Helicopter "aintennnce T{ngsrs

e. Airfield Tower and Lighting

L'



iifa iaer: Vii1l and 1ilPoints (Pdde'26- Febviiwry 156'

x 9. Ig h (554th Engineer Bttalion)

a* 3#804 Man Cot6C.rt

b.. C-130 Airfield

d, Runway Reabilitation.

0. Ifeliport- Construictibn, for .30. M; -1i leeicoiptqrs

f. Artillery Firing Pads

g. water 11e11 Fil Points

h. Laterite Pit Operation

.1. Aiation -Sup-.or t Facility -(AddeO 19 April 1967)

10. Long~ Binh (168th 3Migineer i3attalio)

Security Thprovenent for 11 F-CTRT (Added 24 I-pril .1967)

II Binh Phuoe (168th Engineer Basttalion)

Revolutionary Develoiment (Added X0 Januvary 1967)

12.O4 Lai (168th rngineer Battalion)

1,272 Man Cantonmient (A~dded 21 ! Pri1l 1907)

II

PROM CTS TRA)ISFRRTO

1. Inferr o to 5IJi rzineer Gr2u on 1 Yrch 97

Alprojects at Dien Hlon. (86th 'Tbgineer B trlion)
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ta, All projects at Xuaff IDoc/Loi "' Mo (27th Fhineer Bita±on)

b. Project at Gia Ray '(27th ---cineer 13etalioni)

} p,, Project at Ni Chua Chan (27th Alngineer iPattanion)

PROJECTS flEPORTWD (0P1TLETE
DURMIG '1UA T-ERff REPORT PTRIOD

1.

60-bed Su2ggicvl llositaJ. Incorporated in 400O bed hosw tal)

a, Heliport for 196 UU-1 ffelicopters

be. Airfield Operations Building

d. Smai Anis Range
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