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e

- The Cirilian Conservation Corps (ccc) hag-been examined for-

the-purpose-of evaluatisg &% as o possibie solution to current

social and environmental ilis, The nine year history of the CCC

is revieved to determine accomplishments and failures of the pro-
gram created ia 1533 to save & wasted youth and a-wasted land., An
attenpt is mde to correlate the problems of the 1930's with those
existing today: unemployment, discontent among young people, a pol-
luted environment, and wasted natwral resources, An appraisal mede—
of the Joo Corps program suggests that the CCC might again be de-
sirable if it parallels the original program;~if-it retains.conser-
vation ~3 the keyj and if-it-uses the Army, as before, in a msjor

supervisory role, ~
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| 1S THE CCC WORTHY OF RESURRECTION? -

| BIRTH.OF THE CTVILIAN CONSERVATION. CORS. (0CC)

Ddring his speech Accepting tr;,e;ll)iemc;atic jprgqi;cie‘ntiaﬁ. nomie
nation, on 2 July 3932,: Franklin D. Roosevelt hinted of his ;;lans
for a national consérvation program that wottld fight soil erosion
and timber famine, and in doing so, give employment to e million
men.* | - f

‘Rossevelt, then Gé\tg’?\l}l’pi{()f‘ New York, had long been a charpion
of conservation préi)cti.cer;, In 1910 he had téken over management
of Hyde Park, the femily estate on New York's Hudson River. To
restore fertility to the land, long ebused by poor conservetion
practices, Roéée&elt planted trees, He hopeéd thet in o century his
great grandchildren might raise corn on the s0il th&i‘: had produced
prize corn as late as 1840, He thought of trees as the "luhgs of
our land, purifying our air and giving fvesh strength t6 cur 7
peopie."é' As governdy, he had been responsible for deyveloping a
broad reforestation scineme as part of New York's unemployment relief
program vhich geve temporsry -employment to 10,000 people, all taken
from rolief rolis,s

A&t this period in our country's hi’stor& there were aboub 250,60{)

young people, "the teen-age tromps of Smerica” ax théy were commniﬂ'

) IJ@hn 2‘&. Bamona, ‘I'ue $5) vi.la.zm fons ew&%’icn Sorps, 1933-19k2: A
New Deal Cane History - (3:957) Ps O, ) ‘

vFrank fi» Smithy The Politics r:-f Con*:ervat on (1956),_ e Bho-2h1L,

3ualmondi 1 Y {”83 -
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callea, warfdering the lnné look..hg .for & fnture.", These drift g

.’,‘u\?eniles were but a fractiqn of the tota- humbe,r of young people that }

- _were Jobless aﬁ;er the nepressionzu ’I‘here wasg aheed for immediate

e s

4

As of 1932 the ‘.Lack @“ & n&tional ccnservation volicy end the
unplannea. usage of our forést resources had also resulted in the

los& of {di’lllons of tons of ferm.l.e soil washed to sea end millione

of zeres of devastated forest lands left unproductive, Facilities

‘to protect the forests and par@lgndé" Adstributed throughout the

Naticn were pitifully ina‘dequater..‘
There w@s need for men and money to plant trees,
build lines of communication and transportation
through inaccessible areas, eréct fire detec-
tion towers, develop forests and parks for
public use, demonstrate practical and proper
soil protection measures, -and to advance 5
programs which would reduce flood damages,

Thus, during the deprescion of the\\l9~,0's\, the stage was set
feor whalt was to become one of the mest popular of Frankiin Roosevelt's
"New Deal" alphabet agencies and probably the most ambitious soeial
undertaking of the Army for years to come; creation of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC)., The new President on 9 March 1933, only
five days afber his ineugural -address, outlined his plen for the
nest force to the Sterxetaries of Agriculture, Interior, and War

(#fmy)s the Tirector of t.s Budget; the A-my Judge Advocate General;
and the ;Sq;icigi:of of tha ‘pepgrtment of the Interior. The draft

lfIbid., Da jo ' ’
mlual Report of the D.Lrector of the Civilisn Conservation
Coxps,. FironL Year 1933 (1935), pre 18-19 (hereafter refeyred to

'a" "Rapor‘b of "'he Di*ector, 1938"}, -
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ﬁill{vas récuested: by and/suﬁgitted tO'the’fieﬁident'tﬁa§4vé;y
evening. The Secretar& of Labor -weg inéléde&.in-supseqnent dis-
-cussions, A final draft was prepared by 23 Merch when joint hear-
ings on the biil Qere commenced and on. 31 Msxch,after passage by>
Congress, the measure was signed into law by the PreSident;5

The official name of the new force, as éreated by the act of

31 March 1933, was Emergency Conservation Work. However, the name

Civilian Conservetion Corps, as hud been used by the President,
hud caught on and suvplented the official designation from the
very start, th’ﬁhtil 28 June 1937, by an act of Congress, did
CCC become statutory.’ 7
Decisions reached at a White House conference on 3 April 1933
vere embodied in an executive order issued by the President on
5 April and the CCC began its officiel existence, A Director,
assisted by an Advisory Council consisting of one member from. each
of the cooperating departments, was to head. the new agency. The
Labor Department was to select the men for enrollment; the War
Department; was to enroll, feed, clothe, house, condition, and
transport the men to campsi the Departments of Interior and
Apgriculture vere to select work projects, supervise the work, and
cdminister the camps., Enrollments, six monthe at a time, were to
be limited initially to single men between the ages of eighteen

and twenty-five, primerily those with families on publie relief

Gsalmond, ppe 9-23.
Tmia., p. 26,
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_ :ollg@ axidevhb ‘were willing to allot $22 %o $25 of their monthly

: wavge__s?cof\' $30 to: As“'uhcii“’ t}épéigdénﬁé;g

e P;éeaiden;ffsf cbjective called for 250,000 enrollées and

:.215,;375; woodsmen -to act as technicel assistunts, to be set up in

1,300 cmips. by 1 July 1933, Almost immediately it was realized that
neither the Department of Agriculture nor the Department of the
Interior had the men, equipment, or experience to administer the
camps, The Army's role was therefore greatly expanded to include
bullding and operating the cemps. Thousands of reserve officers
“eager for work or & living wage themselves were the most obvious
administrative éﬁicéxs for the camps.'9

The Advisory Council adopted an Army plen that called for
immediste action, wider disciplinary poVéy.jB -over recruits, the
délegation to the Army of wide authority over movemert of men, and
the maintenance by the Department of Labor of a flow of 8,540
men per day., Theanks to the success .of this plan the President's
gozl was met, On 1 July 1932 he received word that the full

quota of 274,375 men was enrolled and in camps. The Army had suce

cessfully underteken the largest peacetime mobllization of men, and

in three months the CCC had developed from a statutory authorization

to the lsrgest peacetime government lebor force the United States

had ever knoxm.ll

81bid,, pp. 29-31.
95mith, p. 2k5,
10ga1mond, po. 32-37.
U1hid,, po. koS,
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‘CRITICISMS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

’J.‘h"e prp,_graim from its very inception had its share of criticism,
Most negetive reaction stemmed from the fAirmy having & role.

William Green; President of the Américen Federstion of Labor, argued

" thet an Army role in the scheme would lead to & "regimentation of

labor" controlled by the military and peid Army wage retes.

A, F, Waitney, President of the Brotherhood of ‘Trainmen, complained.
- that it "woulq. place vae_z"nme:it's endorsement upon poverty at a

‘bare subsistence level,"l2 Socialist Normen Thomas described it as

a "system of forced labor,"l3

Some libezjei;s, although supporting the basic philosophies
that pm@ted‘ creation of the CCC, also distrusted the Army, They
believed that. problems of youth had to be solvéd in their own
environment, not in forests and parks. They were critical of
the education program, and rightfully so, Although an educational
program was established in the cemps it was never enthusiastically
supported by the Director nor the Army. The Director considered
relief of the unemployed and promotion of conservation work as
the purpose for which. the CCC was established. Education would
have to be secandﬂr:y.lu Enrollees wers learning "scund hebits of
work, pride in accomplishment, respect for constituted authoirity,

and the habit of orderly living" just by being part of the program.l5

12m3 .y D. lll-o

13;1:1;1:1., p. 11k,

Ibido, L. i"?-ﬁgi

15Report of the Director, p. 2k.
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vAccbmpliéhménts of the program were impressive. As an example
of just ame year's sccomplishments, during the fiscal year of 1933
ovér'9,i00 mi@es.of truck'traiis or minor roadsxﬁere built, 610,920
erdsion éont;dl check dams were constructed and 270,312,300 trees
- vere planted, Of $102,400,000 paid to enrollees that year, $72,260,000

o was allotted to thelr dependent families, or deposited, psyable to

16

them upon discharge from the Corps.

A businessman who spent one year in the CCC s 2 former enrolliee
expressed the human dividend of the program this way:

I learned how good plain food can taste and
sound sleep can feel and hou strong a huible
spirit can become from clean, honest, hard
work and in living under circumstances stripped
of all the sug$rfici81ity thet society feels is
so important.™!

A public opinion recearch poll taken in August 192" indicated
that the CCC was the most popular of @il the "New Desl" programs.
Eighty~four percent approved the program, eight percemy, disapproved,
and eight percent expressed no opinion or had no knowledge of the

18
program,

Znrollment reached o hiph of 500,000 in 1935. Before the demise
of the experiment in ID42 over two-rand-a=half million unemployed

youths had perticipated., More than tuo million acres of trecs heod been

planted, Overgrowth had been thinn e in ancviher four million acres.

16%, PO« 1 ond 1‘/)0

L7US Conpress. Senate. Committee on Labor and Public Welfare,
The Youth Conservabion Act of 1959, 86th Cong., lst sesz., 1959, S.
Rept, 530 (1959}, p. > (hereafter referred to as "Conpress, Youth
Conservetion het"), )

O%1Imo Roper, You and Your Leaders {1957), pp. 37-38.
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A hadf-milljon miles of roads, trails, and firebreaks, built and
repaifed by the CCC,(were responsible for saving thousands of

o a e o
edditional, forested actes.,

DEATH OF THE .CCC

Attempts by the President, in 1937 and 1939, to get Congress

“to make the CCC permnnenf, failed, Up to this time the program had

been extended a year at a timé., Though the suécess of the 'CCC was
never & point, the House had reservations. about the program becoms-
ing permanent; therefore, only a three-year extension was approved
et a time, from 1937 to 1940 and the last to 1 July l9h3.20

It was noticeable that the high morale of the first four years
of the program was disintegrating. The quality of youths enrolled
had deteriorated. Thoy were younger end more subject to homesickness.,
The economic situatvion of the country had improved and the more able
young men could get jobs without going the CCC foute.al

Desertion rates were becoming excessive, By 1939 deserters
accounted for one out of every fiveé enrollees leaving the program,
This was contributed, in part, to chanpges that hed been made tc the
programe. The relief provision, removed in 1937, now permitted
enyollment of young men from more affluent families, These families,
not requiring the $25 allotment, had little force in compellinz

enrollees to stay in camp. The growing internutionsl tension and

Dsmith, p. k6.
2Csalmond, pp. 152-160.
2libid,, pp. 184-187.




v ¥

PN S A A TLREYT AT P

the addition to The piogram in late 1940 of 20 hours per week of
general dafense trainihg had some enrcllees deserting for fear of
being drafted into the Army and sént to war.22

In October of 194l there remained only 160,000 enroljees in
nine hundred camps, Industry was draving those left at the rate of
six thcusand er month.23

At the time, a joint Committee of Congress was investigating all
federel agencies to determine which could be climinated if not essen=-
tial to the war effort. On 24 December 1941 the Committee recommended
avolisnment of the CCC no later than 1 July 1942. A split in Congress
on the vecommendation was finslly resolved oh 30 June 1942, ‘The House
provided eight million dollars for liguidation of the CCC in exchange
for agreement by the Senate for its demise., The CCC was dead!ah

As just deseribed, the CCC though not achieving permenence helped
to bridge a gap during one of the dark periods of our time., That gap;
a high unemployment rate, aimless youth and a waste of our natural
resovrees, was recognized; immediate oction was taken; and all were

nut op 2 sound rosd to racovery.

TODAY'S YOUTH

Today we hove somevhot of a different pap or illness facing the

Ilation then that of the 1920's, The seme cure, however, night be

227p1d., vp. 10118
23Tbid., np. 210
2UThid., op. 202-217




prescribed.

Today the unemployment rate is still considered high although it ;
standséat less than six pércent25now, compared ‘to about 25 percent in
1933.2 | However, teenagers in the labor force have doubled in the
last decade. The rate of joblessness emong teenage boys ig almost L7
percent and of teenage girls, 15 percent.27 This: can be attributed
in parg to the "baby boom" following World War II and peaking out in
1957,2 now adding to the labor force. Also the estimated two million
plus men separated from the services or from defense jobs, as a result
of the winding down of the war in Viétnam,agare new competing with
youth for any new jobs,

Lowering of the voting age to 18 by the 26th Amendment to the US
Constitution has prompted many Stetes to establish most adult rights
at ege l&,rather than 21, This is already leading to new problems,
Public drinking by the young-adult is on the increase, accompanied by
increases in crime and auto accidents. Some young people are losing
out on bepefits from scciel service and welfare programs which formerly
were applicable to them to age 21, Children of divorced or separated
parents may find it particularly difficult, If still in high school at

age 13, the young adult becomes a burden on the mother who may no

5

2’“Unemyloyment: Any Quick Remedy in Sight?" 1S News and iorla
Renort,"§9 June 1972, p. 43 (hereafter referred to as "Unemployment,
US_News

% Congress. Senate, Committee on Labor and Fublic Yelfare,

Youth Conservqtion Corps ond Youth Public Service Program, 87th Cong,,
1st sess., 1961, S. Rept. 976 (1961), p. 3l.

2{Unemployment, US News, p. 43,
& 28"Eng of the 'Paby Beom'," US Wews and World Report, 29 May 1972,
A p. 51,
: 23Unemployment, US Hews, p. bk,
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longer get State assistance for dependent children #nd the father
will 0 doubt be relieved .of any legal responsibility to support
the child beyond age 18.30 This, of course, is going to work the
greatest hardship on the child that is already neglected, With new
rights, youth must learn to cope with new responsibilities,
Again we have aimless youth among the younger generation,

There ere the peor; the high school dropout; the affluent, yet dis-
content; those turned inward and moody; those who desire to rélate
t6 nature; the "flower people"; and those who are students, teking
advantage of higher education, yet opposed to intellectual dis- \
cipline, wanting to be moved personally, but not instructed. Some
of our institutions of higher learning are partially responsible
for this latter group. Dr. Peter L, Bérger, Professor of Sociolegy
at Rutgers University, in a recent .address to the American Association
of State Colleges ond Universities, challenged his aundience to return
to a:

Structured curricule instead of the "cafeteria”

style of education that is so often confused

with intellectual freedom; objective stendards

eeoinstend of the currently fashionable chaos

of subjectivity; respect for hard intellectual

labor instead of the cult of self-expression
and "ecreabivity"; an understending of the values ‘
of specialization insteaglof an orgy of "interw

diseiplinaxy" chit-chat,

30";duithood ut 18 ~ How It's Working" US News and World
Repork, 13 November 1972, np. 6062,

-4 Lot of 'Besutiful Feople®...llo One Left to do the Cuores"
UZ HNeus snd Voxrld Report, b December 1972, pp. 57=58.

10
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S0, we have hopeless and apethetic young people needing some-

thing to do; something thet they can relate to until they £ind them-

selves; somethiig that will be productive to themselves and to their

céountry.

TODAY'S,_NATURAL. ENVIRNMENT

Despite progress made through the years by conservation pro=
grams, we yet abuse our notural resources, "In a time of growing
need for space, solitunde, and relief from stress, we continue the
destruction of the earth's natural areas,"32

Our streams, lokes, and rivers; our 8ir and our landscape;
onee pure, are now pollubed by unt. zated sewage from our cities,
by industrial wastec from our foctories, and by each of us neglie
gent and vasteful with our notural resources.

Lake Frie, for cxample, the most polluted of the five Great
Lakes; is sald to have a mat of a’gae two feet thick and a few
hundred squara miles in area that floats in its middle in mid-
summer, Reduction of oxygen kevels to zero in some areas of the
lake has cesulted in the substeantial displacement of indigenocus
fish by scavenger and trash fish.33

Thousands of acres of cutover timber Jands etill lic abundoneé

£o wind, fire, ond insect, Fertile soll erading from these londs

§?George Laycoek, The Iilirent Destroyers (1970), p. vili,

33M"Ynder Mays Drive o clesn Up the Lokes,” US lous ond World
Report, 2k April 1972, p. 52. '
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is silting up lakes, streams, and rivers, These lands must be put
back into production and the erosion to them stopped.

Strip mining, carried on in 24 states :Ii‘romw Virginia to Alaska,
is devastating large portions -of our countryside, often leaving in -
its wake "silted streams, acid filled ponds, and enormous gashes of

!
w3 45 of 1965, this industry had made réclamation

barren land,
efforts on less than 17 percent of the 3.2 million acres of American
landscape laid to waste by its operations. The remainder hes been.
abandoned for someonc else to repair and heal.35

In the State of Kensgs alone abbut 50,000 acres weére strip
mined before laws werc enacted in 1969 requiring the restoration of
mined land to an acceptable contour and condition. Since 1969,
approximately 3,500 of these spoiled acres have been restored to a
vroductive level., Costs just for reshaping these rovished acres
averaged $125 to. $508 an ccre. Fertilizing and seeding costs added
another $18 pér acre, Thus, strip mined land cen be salvaged,
whether it is put back in agriculture crops or is used for recrea-
tional purposes end turned into lakes or camping and second-home
sites., More must be dpne.36

Each year, mure and more Americans visit our national narks.

Over 200 million visits to all units of the National Park Systenm

vere made in 197L. By 1931 this fimure is projected to climb to

<

“h"Battle Over Mining Taat Sears the Lond," US ileve and Vorld
Renort, 25 Scptember 1972, n. /b

37;’L:1},’coci:,, ve 134,

SMpopoel-py-parcel Land Reclamation,” Formland News (Kensuas
City, Micsouri), 30 June 1972, ». 20,
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300 million visits. Only about five percent of the 30 miliion acres
in the park system is develcped for accesé and visitor use;s? There
is @ growing need to convert for visitor use additicnal acreage in
the existing system or to convert ade *ional Federsl lunds into
parks for uge by the geheral public., Under the Legacy of Parks
program, the Government hes already started to turn over to the
States small and larpge parcels of Tederally owned acreage for use as

parks.38

CAN 4 GCC VIORK AGATN?

Can we once again then bring some wasting resources, poverty
stricken and "aimless" youth and an eroding eavironment, together
in an attempt to treat and cure them? I believe we can,

It was attempbed in 1956 when Senator Hubert ., Humphrey introe
duced a bill that vould establish @ Youth Comservation Corps.>> This
vas merely the CCC, varmed over, The bill colled for a three yeer
program with provigions for subsequent continuation; en appropries
tion of up to $375 million annunlly; and @ iz month enrollment,.
with reenrollments possible up to a total of two yeors., The bill
also provided for an initial enrollment of 50,000 mules "of pood
charocter” between the ages of 16 and 21, Enroliments were to be

ineressed by 50,000 each yeur te & moximum of 150,000, Basze

3‘,"Goinz: to o Prrk? Your Viait lMay Be Rotioned llow,™ US Heua

and Hoxid Reporl, 8 Moy 1972, », Lo, LT
““TAugh to Swe Federol Tands into Tovhs for the Jublic,"

D Ileus ond Vorid Roport, 20 Awmact 1972, v, 52«5k, ,
F3nirkey Geheiblc, Poyerty Ic Wiere the floney T (1905}, na b,
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Devorsnente of Appiculiure; Interior;

cmanaax.%@u %;e e;x:ollaes w&a to be $60 ne.v; mom:h with t.he Jﬁmual
, eost pgr enmllee estmtea o be bmeen $2700 &nd $3ooo The pm-
» gm wauld be ’eatabltshed wituin and aduﬁnisterod By the Dewﬂment

- of I.abqr with advice and assistance cozning fmm a fm member Cann
' 'missicn, chaired by ‘ahe gecmtaxy of sabor -and compcsed of one
‘represmtatiw c;aun £m ‘(:he Depirtment of Healfh, Education and

leare H Department ko

Agnculture“ and the Depertment of Intesior.
’mere was no indication that the .z'&rny would have any invol\rement with
the proposed. progran. ‘ i
- "The p.v.;ograg; advaested by the lmmghre:,r bilk; une to £413 8
"noticeoble gan in. our social s_tructuree"' It was not to correct a
momentary &Yp in the economy, solve a temporary luck of jobs for
youth, be & pasnocea for aeiinquency, or give or be a pubstitute fér
nilitory "E\i'aining,. "here would be no 'made work' or artificial
projects.” Inrollees would "learn by doing," thus developing
knovledge and u sense of "sork responsibility,," and job satisfaction
that voukd equin thenm to meet a wide rehge of occupétions. Conser-
vebion wractides, long neglected for lack of Ands, vould be bene-
fited at the saxne tinae{,fi
The measure won Senate posssge in 19590 but failed to reach the
floor of elther House in lotex years. The bill was opposed by the
ileclth; Education, and Welfare;

and the Burewu of the Budget. It wos felt the 4,9 nercent wnemploy-

imCon{g%e ry Youbh Conservotion ict, npe 3-G, h3-lihk,
Ib).dcy pn 8‘

18
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W} atféhha 't:ime, ﬂid not warrant auch Z:1 progranx, there was need )

rog mﬂ&tiomry, anti-dcpress&m rmdi:es;" the bill would add to

-, Hhe current nationsl deficit; uid there vad no evidence to prove
that th¢ BL1Y would be effective in curbing Juvenile delinquencye

The bill wae termed as "tec .afcally unsound. wls2
On 11 August 1964 thé Economic Opportunity Act wec passed. The

_Act authorized estoblishment of the O0ffice of Economic Oppdrtunity

(0=0) within the Execcutive Office of the President. The OEO wes to
operate 2nd oversee programs designed to fight poverty.t3

~ One of the progrems tu be overated by ‘the OEO wes the Job Corps.
The Job Corps borroued from the resurrected Youth Conservation Corps
bill the ideg of residential camps for boys where they were to re-
celve on-the-;jqb training, work experience, and education. The con=-
servation part was dropped, inltially, because emphasis was to be on
training that could be used by the enrollee upon his return home.
Later, to assure passage of the Job Corpsr legislation, an amendment
yas added specifying thet the Youth Conservation Coxps would constiw
by

tute 40 percent of Job Corpc cenrollees. = The Job Corps became a
progron. most iike the CCC of the nust, Yet, in the Job Corps there
vas something lacking and meny rdstake vere mode.

The Job Corps, Like the CCC, wag started on o cvash besisy hoie
ever, wnlike the CCZ, the Job Corms hes hud much adverse publicity.

&fn independent resescch sludy comminsioned by the National Chember

It‘ Rid., n, L}i ”2;
iy YSeheibls, v, ,i:-.
Ib"do, iz h‘f"‘b‘{o
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of Commerce of the United States likened the Job Corps &s "only a
band eide (sic) for & very large wound." It was found to be doing,
1little to aid gracuates in Job piacement; employers contacted rated
the majority of the greduntes' training .as "poor? or “satisfactory;"
only 28 percert of the graduates were found to be working at jobs
for which trained; end it was costly, with an average of $8100 hav=-
ing been spent on each enrollee vho had left the 33rogrtm1.'h5
Other problems have been noted to exist in the Job Corps, also.
Enrollmen;;- was slip shod wiy.iA:h li;tt}e or no screening of applicants.
"Illiter'ttes and those with several years of high school education,
hardened erimirels and boy scouts, men Of/g’,i!. and boys of 16, all
weré put together in the same g,x;rc:vu._ms."l‘6 Disciplinary authority was
denied to the centers. lony centers were opened before they were
equipped to train. Pre-entrance.medical exams were so inadequate
that the gowmunéh‘c paid plane fare to training centers for some

erirollees who were physically unfit to pz:«r*:,ici.ﬁ[.vad‘,e.l"'7

COLICIUS ION

A solution to "ecimless youth" is mot to find aim-a Job or train
ninm for a job but to place him, cn a voluntary basis, in a disci-
plined environment vhere he cen experience hiard, sebislying worl;

cot good, wholesome food; lesyn good viork iobits; ond moture into

W5 - : .
Bryoutn and the Uex on Poverty," Independent Researeir Study

Cormigsioned Ly the Ietionol Chomber of Conmerce of the Lnited Stoteo,
1969, ’pe l“‘hu ) ’ T
‘Sehaeibls, e 40,
W Tbid., vo. 49-51,
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adulthood, Having found iinself, he should be sble to return home

and. b2 better prepared to now what he swai-bs to do 1a life. He

should then be In better condition; physically and mentally, to

© Pinish his sehooling, if that is desired; train for a vocetion; or

deek cut, find, and hbi’d 2 job. He should be better prepsred to
contribute to his commnity.

A CCC can help this young men £ind himself os it did once be-

fore. And the Army con once again play an importent purt. The

frmy ig already equi:pped to screen enrollees,. provide them with
ph;\:,ic‘nl examinetions, clothe them, and prefconii/fg‘f:iqn them physi«
“eally. The Army also has in itc ranks o ik a z:eserv‘e status the
experienced perscnnel required to adminisfcer camps set np o do
conservation work, The experience that military personnel can
contribute to such a program cannot be overldoked.

President Ilixon, in a recent inbterview just before the 7 Novem-

ber 1972 elecduion, stated that the election would "demonstrate that

the Americen people want and the American people will thrive upon
a new feeling of responsibility, a new fveling of self‘edisciplinea..."l;s ]
He compared the average fmerican to the child in the family. Give
him responsibility and he will amount to sometning; make him dependent
upont you or pemper him and he becomes a spoiled ond weak in&ividual.l@

The President ulso tolked about the next Administration being

one of reformy using money more effectively ond doing away vith or

Moy f1en Feeling of Sclf«-Discipline," US Heus und World Report,
20 Uovember 1572, ps T3 )
ITvid., De T3
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'triming down :prograr:s that have been failures.5°

Perhaps ’ ndw is the time to rei’orm or el minate the Job Corps
and i'eéegtabiish an efficient progrem such as the CC(.!, with the Army
takirig ,an:activ“e part ; 2 program that will once again bring together
Aa wasted youth" end: neglected naturel resources in an effort to

~sa].valge both of -them,

0 QMA;?{ Zé, \4_/

ROBERT. F. HUME
LIC, FA
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