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FOREWORD

The large fires resultirng from air attacks in World War II are of interest

to the Defense Civil Preparedness Agency (formerly the Office of Civil
Defense) because of the implications they hold for large fires which could
follow nuclear attacks. To obtain and preserve valuable untranslated records
of these large fires, DCPA sent Dr. Carl F. Miller and Mr. James W. Ke:cr
to Germany in 1965. They found, and obiained permission to publish, a number
of documents and photographs, particularly of the mass fires in Hamburg,
Germany. These documents have been translated and analyzed and a number
of reports concerning them have been published and are available as listed
below. The present report contains the remaining translations and pictures
considered worth preserving for those studying the efiects of large fires.
LCuring the several years r:quired for translating and analyzing the German
documents, Dr. Carl Miller has been employed by the Stanford Research
Institute, URS Corporation, ard i& now a. the Dikewood Corporaticn. The
reports listed below may all be obtained foom National Technical Information
Service, U.S. Department of Commerce, S.pringfield, Virginia 22151.
Appendixes 1 and 2 were published in the last report listed below:

Miller, Carl F., and James W, Kerr, Field Notes on World War II
German Fire Experierce, October 1965, AD 632 366.

Miiler, Carl F., World War II German Fire Document Translations,
July 1967, AD 664 523,

Miller, Carl F., Summary of Damage Inflicted by Air Raids on the
City of Hamburg in the Period July 25 to August 3, 1943, July 1968,
AD 672 497.

Miller, Carl F., Appendixes 1 through 7 to the Hamburg Police
President's Report on the Large Scale Air Attacks on Hamburg, Germany
in World War II, December 1968, AD 630 459.

Miller, Carl F., Appendixes 8 through 19 to the Hamburg Police
President's Report on the Large Scale Air sttacks on Hamburg, Germany,
in World War II, December 1968, AD 681 075.

Schubert, R., Ed. by Dr, Carl Miller, Examination of the Building
Density and Fuel Loading in the Districts Eimsbuttel and Hammerbrook

in the City of Hamburg as of July 1943, January 1969, AD 683 345,

Miller, Carl F,, Fire Fighting Operations in Hamburg, Germany,
During World War II, June 1971, AD 726 461,
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Appendix 3

EXCERPTS FROM THE HAMBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT

DOCUMENTS ON THE AIR ATTACK3 DURING WORLD WAR 1I:

THE FIRST ATTACKS AND GROUP WEST UNIT REPORTS
ON ACTIONS AND EXPERIENCES DURING THE

LARGE-SCALE ATTACKS OF JULY-AUGUST, 1943

.
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Police President Hamburg, May 27, 1940

REPOR

About the Attack on May 18, 1940, at 12:28 midnignt to 3:00 a. m,

Eind of Attack: Night attack in several waves.

Approximate Strength of Enemy: About 30 Fighter Planes.

Estimated Number of Bombs Dropped.¥ About 80 high explosive and 400

firebombs.
Review of Damages (estimated)
Damage through firebombs......... eeseane )
Damage through high explosives........... 1€0  including smalier dam-

ages, which are not
mentioned in detail

below.
Damage through pcison gas bombs......... Hone
Loss=s Dend Wounded Poioned Reiaarks
i), 3) xe
Men 24 6¢f -- 1) of these, 5 military men
Women 9 10 2) of these, 18 military men

and 3 pclicemen

Children 1 2 3) of these, 1 military man
who died afterwards

Loss of Equipment of the Self-Protection Service: None

(Begit) T




Fire Depariment Sector VI
fFire Chief Hamburg-Harburg, May 20, 1940

Damage Sites irom the Eaemy Air Attack May 18, 1949, in Sector VIII

No.

1

United Harburger Feed Company, Wilhelm Weberstirasse

The plant was hit by several firebombs. The storage sheds and
the cake mill were on fire. The large fire was brought under con-
trol within one hour. Three small fire brigades, one industrial
fire brigade were put into service.

Municipal Construction Department, Blohmsirasse

The Construction Department was hit by firebombs. The materials
shed, auto garage, carpenter shop, offices, oil storage shed, ore
personnel vehicle, 10 hand caris, 1 silo cart were destroyed by
fire. To fight the fires, ure small fire brigade was put into ser-
vice. The fires were under control within one hour.

Guano Works, One Hafenstrasse

The storage building, Thomas Mill, phosphate mill, magnesite
mill, were hit by three high explosive bombs and several fire-
bombs. The fire threatened to spread to the superphosphate shed
and to the neighboring firm of Thoerl-Baumwollsaat. This was
prevented, The Thomas Mill, phosphate mill, magnesite mill
ard machinery builéing burned to the ground. Fire fighting was
done by 3 small fire brigades, 2 large fire brigades, 1 fire
vighting squad, and 1 plant fire brigade, Three additional fire
brigades were requested to provide assistance,

Brinckman and Mergell, Seehafenstrasse 6

The storehouse was hit by about 20 firebombs. Most of the bombs
were extinguished by the plant fire fighting personnel; however, a
few penetrated through the roof covering and the ceiling below into
the silo chambers. For fire fighting, the following were employed:
two large fire brigades, 2 small fire brigades, 1 plant fire brigade
as well as other plant fire fighting forces.
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10

11

Geradestrasse 25

Several firebombs nit the house and caused light physical damage.
One larder caught on fire. , The firebombs were extinguished by
Seli-Protection.

Hohestrasse 29 ..

The roei was ignited by o non-penetrating firebomb. The fire, as
well us the fireboinl: was put out by the loral Self-Protection force.

-

Hohestrasse 32

One firclornb penetcated the roof and attic and staried a fire in a
bed in the bedroom. The fire wac extinguished by the Self-
Pretection forces.

-~

Hohestrasse 27

The attic was damaged and ignited by shirapnel irom our own iiak.
This fire was extinguished by the Seli-Protection forces,

Neuland

One cow was hit by four pieces of shrapnel ircm a high expiosive
bomb; the overland cable was damaged by shrapnel from another
nigh explosive bomb.

Zbano Works, Mocrburgerstrasse

One firebomb fell into the factory grounds and another firebomb
of larger caliber fell in the area between the factory grounds and
Moorburgerstrasse. No physical damage resultzd. The bombs
burned themselves out.

Rhenania-Ossa g, 3 Hlafenstrasse

The following bombs fell onto the factory grounds: Three high
explosive hombs :n.d about 50 firebombs. The direct hits were
all along a lin2. jisilroad siding, several open freight cars, one
oil tank car, the fir-house, the janitor's lodge and the adminis-
tration building wer- destroyed. One persor was killed; four
were injured.
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No,

12

13

16

17

Noblee and Thoerl, 3 Hafenstrasse

©Cne high explosive bomb fell onto the factor: grounds. One oil
tank and several window panes were destroyed. Two men were
killed by the bomb fragments.

Seehafenstrasse 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11

Several small high expilosive bombs fell near the houses. Window
pane and house walls were damaged.

Brincxinzan, Lumberysrd, Blohmstrasse

One high explosive bomb feil onto the factory grounds. One shed
containing building nuateriais was completely destroyed. The
firewal] of the house at Blohmstrasse 9 was partiailly destroyed.
The nearby »ffice biilding was badly damaged; the firewall at
Blohmstrasse 10 was piushed in and one shed waz destroyed. The
planing shop also at Blohmstrasse 10 was Ladly damaged. Gas
masks, macninery and fire fighting equipment in the area were
damaged and, for the most part, havc been made useless. One
man was seriously injured.

E-Works Blohmstrasse

Abour 150 window panes of e E-Works were destroyed.

Hugo Stinnes, 2 dafenstrasse

In ¢<he second harbor basin at Hugo Stinnes, the Elbe tugboat
"Praesident” received a direct hit midship by a high explosive
bomb and was sunk. One person was seriocusly injured, and two
persons lightly injured. Three barges were riddled by bomb
fragments and a number of window panes in the machine shop
were destroyed,

Felser Works, 3 Hafenstrasse

Several window panes in the works and in the office were destroyed.
Also some of the walls were daruaged.
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No.

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

North German Motor Works, 2 Hafenstrasse

A1l the windows of the works were destroyed and the roof was
badly damaged by shrapnel.

Niedersachsen Works, Konsul Ritter~Strasse

Three high explosive bombs tell onto the works. Hall No, 2 was
badly damaged; about 300 window panes and part of the interior
furnishings were destroyed.

Harburger Grain Stcrage Company, 1 Hafenstrasse

Three bhigh explosive bombs fell onio the factory grounds. The
chimney of the administration building was toppled. All steel
doors were riddled; the masonry was badly damaged; and about
600 window panes and three light fixtures were destroyed. Te¢n
to fifteen fruit trees were blown down by the bombs, and one
person was lightly injured.

Freigat Station Unterelbe

Several firebombs fell onto the freight station. No damage was
reported.

Sierk & Son, Konsul Ritter-Strasse

The mill installations inside the buildings as well as ihe exterior
of the office building were damaged by high explosive bombs.
One person was lightly injured.

Ihoerl, 1 Hafenstrasse

High explosive bombs were dropped onto the grounds of the Guano

Works; many window panes and the exterior masonry were damaged,

H. C. Hagemann, Blohmstrasse

One high explosive bomb was dropped on the court in front of the
office building., The office and storage buildings wer bacdly
damaged; many windows were torn out of the masonry. Two
people were killed,
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26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Rami Feed Works, Blohmstrasse

Twelve firebombs were dropped onto the works. The storage
building was slightly damaged. The fire and the firebombs were
put out quickly by Expanded Self-Protection forces.

Party Headquarters, 8 Blohmstrasse

One high explosive bomb fell into the garden. Fifty window panes
were shattered and the outer walls of the building badly damaged.
One wall, 19 meters long, was completely caved in.

Lammerich, Blohmstrasse, 0Oil Cake Mill

One hundred window panes were shattered and light physical dam-
age of the office was caused by shrapnel.

Seehafenstrasse 12, Kaphorn

Two hundred window panes were shattered in the restaurant.

Galalith, Seehafenstrasse

Several window panes on the street side were broken.

Lackschmidt, Moorburgerstrasse 6

The office building was hit by two firebombs that penetrated the
roof, The resulting fire was extinguished by the Self-Protection
forces.

Lauenbruch Ost House No. 8

Six window panes were destroyed.

T.auenbruch Ost Eouse No, 68

Thirteen window panes were destroyed.

Lauenbruch Ost Hous- No, 67

Ten window panes were destroyed,
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35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

August Prien, Dampfshiffsweg 50

Some light damage was sustained by the roofs of the building ard
the inside machinery due to bomb fragments.

Winter, Dampfshiffsweg 5

Ten window panes destroyed by shrapnel.

Thoerl A.G., Campfschiffsweg 16

Several windows, walls and roofs were damaged in the building
by high explosive bembs that detonated nearby.

Harbor Administration 5

Light roof and window damage was sustained.
Old IL.ocks

Two higl. explosive bombs that landed in the harbor district com-
pletely destroyed the lock keeper's house,

Hanstrasse 25

One dud landed in the front yard.

Staderstrasse 40

One dud landed on the {front walk.

Hangstrasse 15

Two dudgs landed in the yard,

Grumbrechtstrasse 49

One dud landed in the front yard,

Milchgrund

One dud landed on the athletic field,
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No.

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

52

Moellmerstrasse 22a

One dud landed in the yard.

Ehestorferweg 9

The window curtains were ignited; the cause of fire is unknown,

Finance Department, Harburg

The windows and masonry were damaged by high explosive bombs,
One air raid shelter was completely destroyed. One person was
killed and four were seriously injured,

Hermann Goeri.ng Barracks
The windows and masonry were damaged by two high explosive
bombs, Also, several bomb craters were noted in the street;
two gas lamps were torn up.

Hermann Goering Platz

One layer of cables was destroyed.

Buxtehuderstrasse

The street was torn up by a high explosive bomb.,

Ehestorferweg 17 and 20

The telephone cable was severed by shrapnel.

Hangstrasse 13

Four people were killed; the exact cause of their deaths is unknown.,

Friedrich Naumann Strasse 12N

The house was hit by severai firebombs; the resulting fire in the
attic was put cut by the Self-Protection forces,
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54

95

56

57

58
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Hermann Goering .’latz

The streetcar wi-es were broken by shraﬁnel fragments. °

Buxtehuderstrasse 82 !

The roof was ignited by firebombs at 12:40 2. m. A large fire
brigade was dispatched to the site but the fire had already been
put out by the Self-Protection ferces by the time the brigade
arrived. ' '

Staderstrasse 21

The house was demolished by a high explosive bomb. One person
was killed,

Schorchtstrasse 4§

The house as well as the back house was hit by high explosive
bombs. The roof of the back house caved in,

Grumbrechtstrasse ' 55

At 2 a.m., a firebomb landed on the roof which then caught on
fire. This fire was put out by the Self-Pro-ection forces. The
landing of the firebomb on the roof was rot heard in the shelter.

Friedrich Naumann Strasse 8 and 10

Two duds landed at tiis addresls.

Buxtehuderstrasse 17

Four high explosive bombs and several firebombs landed on the

house. One fire brigade worked with several hoses to extinguish
the fire,

Grumbrechtstrasse 18

One firebomb landed on and bounced off the roof. The firc was
put out by the Self-Protection forces.
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59

60

61

62

63

65

Grumbrechtstrasse 47

One firebomb penetrated the roof and ceiling and came to rest on
a sofa in the living room which it ignited. Tne fire was put out
by the Seli-Protection forces with a portable extinguisher.

Grumbrechtstrasse 45

One firebomb landed at this address. It was thrown out of the
window by the residents.

Bleicherweg 4

The house was damaged by a high explosive bemb. The back wall
and the stair case collapsed. Two persons were killed and two
were lightly wounded.

Staderstrasse 5b

This house was completely destroyed by a high explosive bomb.

Staderstrasse 7

This house was completely destroyed by 2 high explosive bomb,

Staderstrasse 1lla

This house was completely destroyed by a high explosive bomb.

Air Sector 80

The window panes of about 100 buildings were partly puc<iea in.

Schorchtstrasse 18, 19, 17, 20, 43, 12, 14, 15, 16, 46, 48

The housefronts were all hit by high explosive bombs. All house-
fronts were either lightly damaged or partially collapsed.

Gartenstrasse 5, 7, and 9

The houses were badly damaged by high explosive bombs and all
were in a partially collapsed condition.
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63

69

70

71

72

73

3. Twiete 3
The house was lightly damaged by high explosive bomb.

Bleicherweg 2, 6, 10

The houses were largely coilapsed by the detonatiun of a high
explosive bomb.

Buxtehuderstrasse 17 and 19

The houses were badly damaged by a high explosive bcmb and
have largely collapsed.

Buxtehuderstrasse 76

One firebomb penctrated the roof and the ceiling and fell onto a
bed. The resulting fire was put out by the Sel -Protection forces.

Buxtebuderstrasse 80, Gambrinus

A firebomb penetrated the roof and the ceiling of the restaurant
hall. One light fire brigade was moved to the site; however, on
arrival of the firemen it was found that the Self-Protection ferces
had already put ou. the fire. Twenty-five firebombs fell on the
grounds of this address.

Buxtehuderstrasse 41

One firebomb pconetrated the roof and the top floor and fell nn a
stack of linen which was then ignited. The resulting fire was put
out by the Self-Protection forces.

Staderstrasse 5, 5a, 5b, 7, 9, 9a, 11

High explosive bomb fragments caused widespread damage among,
and partial collapse of, these houses.

Bergstrasse 53, 55, 57, 59, 61, 62, 53, 51, 63, 51, 63, 65, 69, 77

The back houses at these addresses were slightly damaged by bomb
fragments,
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76

77

78

79

!
l
d
1
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Ehestorfer Way (Kallmever)

In the pasture, cne cow was hurt and one cow was kilied by
shrapnel from exploding high expiosive bombs.

Enestorfer Way 9, 17, 21, 23, 25, 27, 23

These houses were slightly damaged by bomb fragments.

Staderstrasse 15, 17, 21, 23, 33, 48, 46, 44, 42, 40, 33, 35, 16

These houses were slightly damaged by bomb fragments.

Hangstrasse 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37

These houses were slightly damaged by bomb fragments.

Railroad Embenkment at Biohmstrasse

The railroad embankment was damaged by a high explosive bomb;
one track of the railroad was displaced.

Gasmeter, Staderstrasse

One high explosive bomb fell on the railway embankment of the
Elbe Railroad. The fragments damaged the gasmeter about 50
meters away which received about 25 holes. On five different
spotis, jets of flame leaped out. The fire was stifled with clay
by workmen which prevented further escape of the gas. Other
holes in the gasmeter were also seaied with clay.

The above mentiored damage sites were identified so far by the Police
Precincts 80, 81, and 82, ‘There were a total of 145 damage sites. It
can be assumed that the number of itemized damage sites will be in-
creased as more information is obtained.

(Signed) Schott
Fire Engineer
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General Report on the Air Aftack of May 16, 16z0

1. W&Eﬁ

Electron Firebombs: Brané Name: Xovobax 1938

Weight: 1.7 kg; overall lengih: 54 cm; thickmess: 4.5 cm;
hexagonal body of 34 cm in length, loaded with 2 stecl head that
weighs .65 kg, The metal body coriains a 25 mm diameter
bore-hole which is i{illed with a2 powder 1rain (presumszbly ther-
mite). At the upper erd of the metal body, z fuse is screwed on;
the fuse consists of 2 metal cover with spring firing pin, safeiy
vzive and detonating powder. Aroundthe fuse is 2 tin cover ihat
is 20 cm in length, which serves only to increase the overall
length and give the bomb better falling properties.

When the bomb hits the target, ignition of thermiie is instantaneous with
a hissing sound. Sport flames leap out of holes in the side., After burn-
ing about 15 seconds, the flame breaks through .he middle of the body of
the bomb with the typical pkenomenon of light of a metallic fire. The
total time of burning is two to four minutes; in one case 2 bomb burned
for 8 minutes. Burning particles are thrown out onto the surrounding
area up to a2 distance of 2 meters. The residue of the bomb that remains
after burning glows ifor a long time.

The extinguishing of the firebomb and the glowing residue can be accom-
plished with eithzr a spray or full jet irom a canister fire extinguisher
as well as by dousing with water. The ignited firebomb can be extin-
guished during the time that it burns. When hit by water, the burning
metal lights up but no explosions have been observed. In addition, the
burning bomb can be extifiguished by coveritg with sand; it actually burns
out under the cover of sand.

The penetrating force of this firebomb is very strong. Most of those
which penetrated the roof covering did not remain in the attic floor but
penetrated the ceiling of the top floor and, in some cases, even the
ceiling of the next floor down. In the same way, the bombs penetrated
concrete ceilings 10 cm thick, and on one pier, a steel deck of 10 mm
thickness. Because of this, most fires from the attack were room fires
rather than roof fires. The bomhbs often came to rest in beds or on the
floor besiude wardrobes, chests of drawers, behind bedframes, and
ignited these fuels from which the fires then developed. In the petroleum
narbor, the roof of tanks and in some cases, even the floor of the tanks
was penetrated by these tombs; where this occurred, the firebombs got
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stuck in the ground under the foor. The firebombs apparently were
fropped in groups of five t¢ 5even since if was observed that this number
of bombs always lay close together within a reiatively small area. How-
ever, groups of bombs numbering 2s much as 25 can be releassd at the
same time.

2. Fire Effects

In 2 great mzny cases, the fircbombs dropped onio sireets, sgares,
yards, empty sheds, shics, slips, etc., znd burned cut without caus.ing
any damage. In mzany cases, tae bombs fajled fo work preperly; somie
of ther: did not igrife a2t 21k and some ignited only pertially. The cause
for this failure {o ignite is apparently due o the comparatively small
teermite train,

In numerous cases, tize firebombs were extinguished in the rooms Ly the
Self-Proteciion forces with excellent resulis. However, z large amou=ni
of water was usuzally necessary {5 extinguish the fire. It was proved that
the thorough iraining of the Self-¥roiection forces showed good resulis.
For example, one widespread room fire in Grumbrechistrasse 47, where
21l the furniture in the room was ip flames, was put out in exemplary
fashion with a poriable fire extinguisher by the Seli-Protection forces.

In the majority of cases, however, tke fire damaged only part of the
furniture in the room, single furniture pieces or part of th= fioor. In
one case, a courageous man picked up a firebomb which had just allen

into 2 rcom and threw it through the window into the yard, where it burned

out harmlessly.

Reports by house occupants show that the gznetration of the roof and
upper ceilings by the firebombs cannot be heard by the occupants of the
air raid shelter. Many times the occupants were either alerted by their
neighbors as ic the bomb hits or they were still (as before the sounding
of the alert) in their apartments. According tc these experiences, it
should ke emphasized that fire watches should be posted outside the
shelter and that these watches should frequently patrol the upper floors.

Altogether so far we know of 22 cases where firebombs, and the initial
fires that they started, were extinguished by Self-Protection or Indus-
trial Civil D2fense forces. Ir five cases, the Fire Department had to
supplement the efforts of the Self-Protection forces. In one czse
(Kielerstrasse 72) the firebomb was not notjced until the next morning;
the ceiling iire whicn had developed, was put out by the Fire Department
witn portable extinguishers.
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3. _Large:—r Mires

Seven larger fires developed, and hoses had to 2 put to work by the Fire
Depariment to extinguish them. These were as fellows:

{1} United Harburger Feeding Company, Wilhelm Weberstrasse

The fire was reporizd at 12:21 a_m. {before the alert)
through 2 fire alerm zt Brinkmann & Mergell, whose fire wat<h sus-
pected that the fire was on their territory. The aporoaching fire brigade
of Fire Stztiom 15 gave 2 "5 alerm, " whereupon four more fire brigades
moved out, according to peacetime fire regulations. These fire brigades
belonged partly to Air Secior B as far as civil defern:se is concerned.

Storage sheds and the mill were burning extensively. Spread
of the fire fo neighboring firms was prevented. During the fire fighting
operations, severzl high explosive bombs were dropped mearby. At first
it was thought that ihe firemer were being shoi al with machine guns.

They did not izke cover, however, bat contimued in the fire fighting activ-
ities without interruption. One fireman w=2s slighily injured by bomb
fragments; 2lso, some of the hoses were Jdamaged. The fire was brought
under confrol within one hour with three small fire brigades and one

plani fire brigade with 6 B and 142 C hoses. Part of the fire fighting
iorces were sent immediziely thereafter ~o the Guzno Works,

(2) Residence Buxtehuderstrass: 82, Harburg

A fire was reported at 12:55 a. m. fbefore the 2lert) in the
Restaurant "Gambrinus, " Buxtehuderstrasse 80. The fire station trams-
mitted ihe 2larm to the LA Command., At 1:08 z.m., one large fire
brigade was sent by LA Command, who immediately started fighting the
raging iire in the house on Buxtehudersirasse 22, with £ C hoses. The
whole roof was on fire, but the fire was contained. The {ire in the

restaurant had already been put out by the Seli-Protection forces.

(3)  Municipal Construction Department Bloamstrasse

The fire was observed at 1:26 2. m. from the light Fire
Brigade 12/VII during their return irom the fire at Harburg Feed Com.-
pany. The chief of the brigade started fire iighting operations at once
without a special order, because the whole neighborhood was en.dangered
by the fire. The fire was contained without spreading to additional
buildings witk 3 13 hoses and 3 C hoses; the fire was extinguished within
an hour (even though some pieces of wooc were still burning on the other
side of the canail). The material sheds, the automobile garage, the
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carpenier shop, the off storage shed and the mar offives were om fire
wiaen the brigade arrived. By resolmie fighiing, the fire nwas partly
brouzht to 2 standstill withim the buarning Luildings, During the ire fHght-
ing operation, a2 high explosive bomb fell mearby =nd dameged 2 B hoses
aad tiis caused 3 brief interrup ion in the fire fighing operations.

(£t} Printing Snop, Kielersirasse 53, St. Penli

The fire was reporied verbzily a: abowt 1:30 2. m. o the
small fire brigads 13/I0E which had keen previcusly sent to the fire site
af Paulinenpiatz 3. Three Zrebombs had dropped info zn indusiriz}
tuilding {contaiming 2 bock printing shop); the fires which resulted could
not be extinguished by the Self- Profeciion forces withoat professionzl
zssistance. The fire brigade tock one hose for the operatior. The
paysical damage in the building was slight.

(3} Gueno Works, i Hzafenstrasse, Harbur

(-3
2

Tre works wzs hif by numercuas (perkeps 39) firebombs and
fires were started over much of the plant area. In the beginning of ithe
fire and izfer on during fire fighting operations, high explosive bombs fell
on the fire site; the explosions threw burning fragments in every direction
znd ihese nelped o spread the fire. The fire was reperied to the LA
Command, which ordered two fire brigades to the sile 2t 1:45a.m. At
about the same *ime the fire wzs observed from the fire site of the
Harburger Feed Company; fire brigades ~ere ¢réered by the leader ot
the fire fighling operations at ihat site to the new fire site, 2s soon as
they became iree to go. Alogether, four {ire brigades and one plant
iire brigade with 8 B hoses and 24 C noses were put into action at the
Gaar; Works., They were successful in putiing cat 2 fire which had just
stzrie< in a neighboring superphosphate shed, built of wood. Thus, a
catastroohic spread of the fire was prevented. A part of the works ex-
tending ove: an area of 140 x 70 meters was completely destroyed by fire;
this .ncluded the magnesite mill, phosphate mill, Thomas mill, machinery
building and storage shed. One fire brigade was busy at the fire site
uniil 9 2. m. Some hoses were damaged by high explosive bombs at this
fire site.

t6)  Silo Brinkmann and Mergell, Seehafenstrasse, Harburg

The silo, which had a flak post on tvp, was hit by 20 fire-
bombs. The concrete roef was penetrated by seve -2l of the bombs. The
majority of the bombs, however, burned out harmlessly on a protective
roof above the silo charibers. Onc or two of the firebombs apparently
fell into the space between the oute wall and the wooden walls of the




separate silo chambers snd iznited the wooden somAruction. Toe fire
was first fowght by the Indnstrial Civil Defense for-es. At 205z,
the Fire Departown? was cailed in to a2ssisi. Becauwme of siromg smoke,
it was very diffpculs to get close to the origin of the Hire. At times
therefore the operations kad to be performed with gas mask proteciion.
it wes found necessary o brezk open the masoary to get to the fire nests,
Several wootes Stombers bormed z2long with: the comients (peamuts amd
copra). Im addition to the industrial Civil Deferse foroes, threc fire
brigads s wifit 7 B and 8 C boses were put inio action. Tave operzfions
kxsted wmtil 9 2. m. of M=y 21, 1940, <ith two fire brigades and relief
being on doty entil 2 2. m. Vay 19, and zfier thet with one fire hrigade
on duty.

(7)) Resideniizl House, Suxfelmderstrasse 17, Harimrg

The small fire brigade 33/B r2d gone o twe fire =iie
“"Harburger Feed Compe 1y and was supposed {0 proceed from: ikere to
the Creno Works., Af about 3:25 2. m., 2 Hitier Youih came or 2 bicycle
and urgemily requesied help 2t Eaxtebndersirasse 17; be hac been unzble
to obtzin kelp 2t any other place uriil thkep. One fire fighiing sgrzd was
therefore semi to the Gamo Works, and {ze other sguad went 0
Buxtehucderstrasse. :\t Baxtehuderstrasse, 2 house hart been da:waged
by high explosive bombs and appzrenily kad been sel afire zfierwards
with firebombs. Also a smell, detachked garsze wes on fire, The Fire
Fighting Sguad 332/B put out both fires with three C boses. Severs! in-
jired people from this building bkad a2lready been taken io safety before
the fire brigade arrived.

4. High Explosive Bombs

The high explosive bombs that were dropped were of high caliber arnd
caused extraordinarily strong air blast effects. Those which detonated
on: the pavement caused 2 minor indentation ¢f about 30 cm in depth; hut
those which detonated on open ground created bomb craters that were
zbout 7 meters in diameter and 2 t0 3 meters deep. The shrapnel from
the bombs had enormous penetrating power. They penetrated masonry of
1 to 1-1/2 stone strength, steel beams and even railroad ties, walls of
tanks, tanks of tank cars, and wood up to a thickness of 30 cma. The
fragments traveled over 200 r_eters in air and still had considerable
penetration force at a distance of 100 meters. The fragments were very
hot ~s they hit so that they welded steel and ignited coal gas.

For the Fire Department, the following effects of the shrapnel were of
interest:
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$13  Five cirowiis of the fire 2larm installations (overhead
cables) in Hapbor wers damaged at 13 pleces. Largely because of this,
the fire alerm system was out of commission. The sounding of ihe air
defense sirens, which is partizlly accomplished over undergrounc tele~
grapi lines, would mot bave beex pos-ible via the fire alarm cables. The
damages were repeired, for t:2 inest part within one hour and completely
withier 7 hours, by the Fire Depertment’s repeir service.

(2) Hoses were damzaged a2t severzl sites by shrapnel during
fire fighting operations znd had to be replaced by new hoses. This
czused z temporary inferrupiion cf the fire fignting operations.

{3) The freagments penetrated the walls of tanks, tank cars, and
gesmeters. When this happens, the flammable liquids and gases canleak
ocut a2nd lead to 2 greatly increased fire danger.

{(2) High explosive bombs causing fire to buildings were not
observed.

i3)  Abowe ground hydrants were largely unusable bacause of
the shrapnel damage.

3. Petroleum Harbor

In the region of the petroleum harbor, one high explosive bomb and about
20 firebombs were dropped. The high explosive homb hit a stone slope
at Bubenday Shore and the walls of several tanks were penetrated by
bomb fragments. The damage however was above the liquid level, so
that flammzble liquid did not seep out. An irrigation cable on the roof
of one tank was penetrated. The firebombs penetrated the tank roofs
and in some cases, also the tank floor. One tank was hit by three fire-
bombs. The tanks that were hit were either empty or filled with lubri-
cating oil and Diesel oil. The firebombs did not ignite in the .anks, and
iniled to start fires. Gasoline tanks were not hit.,

5. General Experiences

At the beginning of thie air attack, a flood of telephone calls came in to

the Fire Department, which tied up all the lines. Most involved very
unimportant questions, such as if there was an alert, if the danger was
over, etc. Later on, several reports of fires came in; also, many fire-
bombs were reported, many of which had burned out in the open or had
already been extinguished. The Fire Depariment tried to pass these
messages on to the Civil Defense Sectors. However, it was impossible
to tra~ mit all the messages, since all the telephone lines were constantly
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busy. The fire messages were finally transmitted i: the fire staticns
located in the various sectors In order to mzke a later checit possible.

The dismtch of forces of the Fire Department took place according to
peacetime regulations until the sounding of the "alert, " whereby an
effective fire fighting was immediately started. Later on, the brigades
moved out only on order. Only in Air Sector VIII were fire fighting
forces sent directly irom one fire to another; in one case, the fighting

of 2 fire that was observed on the way from another fire was leken up by
a brigade leader on his own initiative. The independent actions of leaders
of the fire service was indicated according to the circumstances and con-
tributed significantly to the quick extinguishing of fires., The reportz of
the tower watches proved to be very valuable, especially in the announce-
ment of fires., However, they occasionally reported light phencmenz as
fires and some of these turned out to be firebombs burning in the open,
Therefore the tower watch reperts must be treated with caution,

In action, the forces of the Fire Department proved themselves out-
standing, The reserve forces, too, worked very well, even thoughtheir
uniforms and boots left much to be desired. At some sites, the reserves
worked in civilian clothes ~nd with street shoes, which of course pre-
vented their being used in a total capacity, Evexrything should be done

to complete the equipping of the Fire Departrunent reserves.

Even though the Fire Department was able to put out all fires effectively,
no final verdict can be handed down, because of the existing confusions
due to the belated alarm, on whether the present organization of report-
ing and action for the Fire Department is adequate or should be improved.,

(Signed) (Unreadable) May 30, 1940
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Air Defense Command VIII
Chief of Fire Department Hamburg-Harburg, May 29, 1940

ACTION REPORT

About the events during the air attack of May 18, 1940, at the
damage site Merkische Guano~Works A.G., Hafenstrasse 17

The bombs were dropped starting at 12:28 a. m, on May 18, Eight high
explosive bombs arnd sixty firebombs landed at the camage site.

When the first firemen arrived, half of the buildings of the works was on
fire; thase consisted of the artificial fertilizer and slag installation, the
magnesite mill, phosphate mill, boiler house, and the personnel rooms.
The plant civil defense organization was powerless to cope with the fires.
They opened the gates for us and did put out a number of small fires.
The first arriving fire fighting forces protected the neighboring firms
from the spread of the fire and then started fighting the fires, The fires
were confined to the locations on fie as found on arrival at the site,

« The area covered by the damage site wac 95 x 150 meters
+ The plant fire forces consisted of nine men and they fought the fire

* The professional fire fighting forces were requested by the Plant
Civil Defense Chief. The following units were put into action:
Industrial Fire Brigade 15/VIII, light fire brigade 33/VIII, heavy
fire brigade 22/VIII, heavy fire brigade 13/C, light fire brigade
21/VUI, heavy fire brigade 23 'IV, reserve brigade 14/VIIL
heavy fire fighting squad 12a/VIII, Plant Fire Brigade 25a/B,
and 26a/B, heavy tire brigade 12/B,

+ The overall leadership of these forces was first assumed by Chief
Hennig, later by Fire fngineer Schott.

* The fire brigades were committed as follows:

Plant Fire Brigade 15/VIII moved out 2:20 a, m., arrived 2:25 a.m,

Heavy Fire Brigade 33/vIIl " " 2:20a.m., " 2:23 a.m.

Light Fire Brigade 22/vIO " " 2:40a.m,, " 2:46 a.1n,

Heavy Fire Fighting Squad 13a/C moved out 2:53 a,m., arrived
2:58 a.m,

Heavy Fire Fighting Squad 13b/C moved out 3:10 a. m., arrived
3:15a.m,

Light Fire Brigade 21/VIII moved out 2:37 a. m,, arrived 2:45 a. m,
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Reserve Brigade 14/VIII moved out 6:15 a, m., arrived 6:21 a.m.
Heavy Fire Fighting Group ?2a/VIII
Plant Fire Fighting Group 25a/B
Plant Fire Fighting Group 26a/B
Heavy Fire Brigade i2/B

arrived 7:31 a. m.

The fire brigades left as foliows:

Plant Fire Brigade 15/VIII moved out 7:30 a. m.. back at fire
station 7:35 a. m,

Heavy Fire Brigade 33/VII moved out 7:26 a. m., back at fire
station 7:30 a. m.

Light Fire Brigade 22/VIII moved out 7:15 a, m., back at fire
station 7:23 a.m.

Light Fire Brigade 13a/C moved out 6:30 a.m., back at fire
station 6:51 a. m.

Reserve Brigade 14/VIII moved out 10:52 a.m., back at fire
station 11:00 a.m,

Light Fire Squad 12/VIII moved out 7:12 a. m., back at fire
station 7:15 a. m.

The Reinforced Indusirial Civil Defense took over the fire watch
after all brigades left,

I certify that the apove is correct:

(Signed) Lehmann Hoeitje
Acting Fire Chief Fire Engireer
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To the Policepresident July 10, 1940

Hamburg

RE: Fire Site Schuetzenpforte 7

An investigation about the actions of Fire Brigade 23/III, quartered in
Sprinkenhof, produced the following:

The driver of a fire engine, Fireman Fastnacht, heard the detonation of
a high explosive bomb while in an air raid shelter at Burchardplatz. He
ran upstairs where he could see, from the entrance of the house on
Burchardplatz, that a house in Schuetzenpforte was burning on the ground
floor. He ran through the inner courtyard to Police Precinct 32 (Alt-
staedterstrasse) and at the entrance met First Lieutenant Bauermeister,
to whom he reported the fire, A reserve policeman reported the fire at
the same time. Fastnacht ran back to his vehicle and started the motor.
In his estimation it might have taken 4 to 5 minutes from the time he re-
ported the fire until the crew of the fire brigade arrived and moved out
to the fire site. Taking the local distances into consideration, it may
have taken a total of 10 minutes from the time of discovery of the fire to
the time at which the fire brigade moved out. Precinct 32 apparently
passed notice of the fire on to C. D. Command IIl, where it was received
at 2:42 a.m.

Even before that (2:40 a. m.), the C.D. Command III had been informed
by the telegraph office in the Main Fire House of a fire in Klosterstrasse.
The department head of the C.D. fire service immediately gave orders
to the HFB 23/III (Sprinkenhof). This order was passed on orally to the
commander of the fire brigade, Captain Bendfeld. He reports that the
order came a short time after the detonation of the high explosive bomb.
This order almost coincided with the alarm given by Fireman Fastnacht.

The crew of the fire brigade immediately left the air raid shelter and
because of the very short distance, ran to the fire site. On their arrival,
the house was on fire from the cellar to the third floor. Because of the
intensity of the fire and advanced degree of destruction, the building
could not be entered, so that containment of the fire to the third floor and
prevention of a spread to the upper rooms was impossible,

The quick spread of the fire might have been caused by the fact that an
auto supply shop was located on the ground floor of the building and that
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iflammable liguids were stored in the shop, (e.g., ilicuid rubber in cans,
50 kg lacquer and 200 kg brake fluid). Apparently some gasoline in can-
isters was also stored in the shop. )

In view of the described situation, it is highly douktful whether the fire
could have been extinguished had the fire department arrived sooner.
Faster action could have been possible only if “he driver who disccvered
the fire would have alarmed the fire brigade directly. It is suggested
therefore that fire department personnel, when they notice a nearby fire
be permitted to take immediate independent action and report same to
the C.D. Command at the same time. In view of the small number of
fires up till now, even in larger air attacks, this regulation should be
adopted withcut hesitation. Ic would be possible in many cases, if this
suggestion is adopted, to prevent many small starting fires from develop-
ing and spreading to become large fires.

(Signed) Fire Chief
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Fire Proiection Service - Department 1
Fire Station 11 Hamburg, August 23, 1943

Experience Report on the Major Air Attacks on Hamburg
on July 24/25, July 27/28, July 29/30, and August 2/2, 1943
by Captain Jacobs, Chief of Fire Protection Service Department I

REPORT OUTLINE

1. Attack Tactics of the Enemy

2. Start and Spread of Fires

3. Use of Preventive Measures in Buildings
a. Clearing Qut Rubbish
b. Fireproofing
c. Sand and Water Reserves

4, Deployment of Local Forces

3. Use of Expanded Self-Protection and Industrial Civil Defense
Forces

6. Water Supply; Water Containers

1. Clean-Up Operations; Repeated Flare-Ups of Extinguished Fires
through the Storm

8. Use of Self-Protection, Armed Forces personnel, etc,

9. Messenger Servicz, Inquiry Service, Commiand Posts

10, Special gxperiences with Small Vaults in Banks and Safes
1, Attack Tactics of the Enemy

The first attack waves consisted almost exclusively of high explosive
bombs., This tactic was successful in breaking many windows and in
removing many pantile roofs in city residential districts, so that favor-
able conditions were created for the ignition and rapid development of
fires following the subsequent dropping of firebombs. The later dropping
of high explusive bombs, especially those with time fuses, was intended
to frighten the population, so that the Self-Protection forces would come
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into play too late a2nd be prevented from successfully carrying out their
task (fire fighting).

Findings

2.

Pan-file roofs are most unsuifable in providing protection
from nigh explosive and firebomb effects. They were torn
off at a great distance from the detonating bombs and ex-
posed the flammeabie attics of the houses and afforded the
firebombs easy direct contact with the flammables.

Roofs consisting of tar and gravel proved much more dur-
able and protected many houses. The highest degree of
protection for the houses was provided by the slate roofs.

Windows with large panes shattered easily and zllowed the
flying embers to enter apartments and start fires. Windoss
with =.iny smali panes withstood the zir pressure fairly well,
seidom: sha‘tered, and in many cases prevented the entry of
e.nbers into the houses and apartments.

2. Start and Spread of Fires

The residential fires can be divided into four main groups according to
their way of spreading.

The most common kind: The roof of the house was hit by
firebombs, and the fire developed in the attic.

The house was hit by phosphorus or liquid bombs. The
bombs penetrated one or two stories and ignited fuel
materials on these floors as well as the attic and roof
materials,

The house was hit by firebombs (as under b). The burning
contents of the bombdropped into the stairwell and further
down into the cellar, In this case, the house would be com-
pletely aflame in a few moments.

The windows of the house were destroyed, and the ignited
mass of material from bombs detonated in front of a house
would be thrown into the ground floor and lower floors;
where this took place, the house burned from the bottom up.
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C.

In mrany cases. the Self-Protection ‘orces were able to put
out “he fires with their own cqguipment, provided the aftics
wcre free of rummage and no cozl was stored im the attic.

Aithough ‘he Self-Proiection forces, especizlly in the might
of July 24/25, 1943, atizcked the fires cournzxocusly, their
limited fire fighting equipment was not sufficient to contain
the widespread conflagrations.

Houses wiih inside stairwells usualiy kave a Lght shafi on
each floor and a2 large skylight in the roof. Afier the broken
glass made the staircases difficult to use, the liquid fire
mass from the firebombs would drop from the skylight to
the basement {as for instance in houses at Gerstenkamp).
Numercus members of the S:li-Protection service who were
fighting fires in the upper stories had to leave their tasks
when this sequence of events took place and had to flee in
order not to be cut offi. The terants who were sheliered in
the basement, could only flee by way of 2 wali breakthrough
to the neighboring house and then inio the open air.

At several points in the Hoheluff Chaussee, near the Karzentra
Depzriment Store (which was destroyed by a high explosive
bomb), the stores and apartments in the lower floors were

on fire. From these buildings, jet flames leaped clear into
the middle of the street and prevented the Fire Fighting

Squad 23a/I from entering the burning buildings. In these
houses, collapse of their different parts followed very

swiftly.

3. Use of Preventive Measures in Buildingg_

a.

Clearing Out Rubbish

The clearing out of rubbish, vigorously put into practice at
one time, has been allowed to lapse in many homes. Espe-
cially since the delivery of winter fuel, large stocks of
briquets, hard coal, and coke were brought to the attics.
Whenever these fuels were ignited in the attics, the ceilings
quickly burned through, and the burning mau rial fell into
the next story below, growing in size from floor to floor,
and in many cases, led to the total loss of the house.
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. Fireproo’ing fe. g., Attic of Fire Swation 13)

Even though the attic of Fire Station i1 hed been carefully
fireprooied, this fireproofing gave liftle protection.
Example: A stick fGrebomb burming out on 2 floor profected
by 2 sand layer with = thickness of 2 cm, set the roof om

fire fwo meters zbove the bomb resideal and would mave led
to 2 fire of the rafiers if left alome, while the floor protected
by sand showed mo fire traces of any kind., The proteciive
Izayer of sand on the flocr certainly proved most effective

in the bomb hits 2f Fire Station 1Z.

c. The water and sand reserves kept in readiness in the resi-
dentizl houses (on the averzge, one bucket of water and one
small box of sand in front of every aperiment door), were
rnot nearly adequate for the successful fighting of fires by
the Self-Protection forces, especizlly since the murnicipal
water supply fziled ezrly in the z2itack. Based on experiences
from fires in othker cities, this shortage was repea‘zdly
pointed ouat by the undersigned in the past,

£, Distribution of Loczl Forces

It should be pointed out once againu that after being called to a fire the
crews of the fire brigades, incliuding the Fire Chief and his Sguad Cap-
tains, were put into action immediately and without hesitation. No matter
how dense the nail of bombs, not a single man entertainead even the most
fleeting thought of delaying his response by 2 single second.

The protective eye goggies have proved very effective in fghting fires

and against the rain of sparks, even though the ecnormous heat of the fires
still caused a large number of minor burns of the conjunctivae. At many
fire sites, fire fighting would have beer. impossible withcu.t these goggles.

. se of Expanded Seli-Protection and Industrial Civil Defense Forces

The activation of these forces, which was carried out by telephone during
the night of July 24/25, 1943, but had to be done by motorcycle and bicvcle
in the later attacks. was achieved without difficulties and without delay.

By selfless and courageous attention to duty th2se crews have successfully
fough* many fires, and they deserve recognition and commendation, even
though it is impossible for me to single out the crews of certain plants

for this purpose. Every plant crew did its utmost.
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&. Water Supely; Water Storage Cortainers

The fire fighting activities were hindered by the tact that the municipal
water supply failed very early after the degimming of the Grst attack and
the necessary water had to be obtained parily through long hose lines
fup to two kilometers) kzid to waterweys and reservoirs. Evemn thowgh
the resesrvoirs were socn empty and bad to be refilled from natural
bodics of water, the building of reservoirs way siill 2 very good thing
and saved meny beildings from fofzl destruction. If ic imperative that
meny more reservoirs be bueitf 2l over the city and fhxt the tz2nks be
bigger, so thet the water supply will not be exhausted so quickly, cans-
ing z fime-consuming re-routing of hose hnes.

7. Clean-Up Operztions

The wind fhat came up during the atitack nights caused sewveral fire sites
that had been exfinguished to flare up z second time 2nd these fires kad

o be finally put ocut o prevent them from spreadizg o undemeged buildings.
These mop-up operations occupied all iorces of the Fire Service, as well
as ire availzble cut-ci-town forces, full time for severzl days affer ihe
aitack. Help by the Seif-Protection forces in these actions was com-
pletely lacking, as these people were compleiely exhausted and also
because they had no water zi their disposzal for fire fighting sirce the
municipzl water supply was not functioning.

3. Efiort and Tasks of Seli-Proiection

Even though the Seli-Protection torces worked supertly at many damage
sites until they were completely exhausted during the first nighi of atiack,
the activation of and assistance rendered by the Seli-Protection Service,
taken zas part of the ovarall piciure, was too little and too late. Thiswas
partly due to the fact that many houses were without Seli-Protection units
and the tenants were in public air r2id bunkers, and fire fighting opera-
tions were not taken up until the alarm was over. In the meantime, the
fires had spread to such a:. :tent that the small supplies of water and
sand were not sufricient to extinguish the fires. Even though in many
cases the Self-Protection forces started fire fighting operations, they
soon became discouraged and often gave up altogether, although the men
of the Fire Protection Service kept encouraging them. The Self-
Protection forces limited their efforts thereafter to salvaging househoid
goods and personal belongings; i, e., puiting thein on the street.

Because of the evacuation which followed, many men left Hamburg, so

that during the third and fourth air attacks, there was, for all practical
purposes, no assistance provided by the Self-Protection forces.
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Fine fighiing oprraisors wery furibee pmpoined by the fuct thon, esproxils
i Uhlemtbvrye, oo of thwe homses were oot only erzamted, bel locked =p
25 well and, in ooy ess, the froed dowr bed to be broker doarm

Durpny the sttack mizfes amd dorioe the fire fghtine oprratons, military
persomnt] 2ot other oails were pot to salvagizy huesetold Mencs and other
prrsomel belongines, €., o get these thimes oot of the howses znd into

thve stireet. It is erpeatly reqguested for the foinre, thet these forces e

equipped with spedes and shovels and 52t in places where the Fire Pro- -
ecion Service t2s blackemed 2 fire sie, toey shorel the still gloxing
fire debris imto the streel instead of savimg household zoods., The clear-
1z out of movsehoif goods creates new fire dengers, while the shovelimg
cat of gloxing fire debris from the upser siories of hoeres would beve
saved many houses from totzl destruction.

A M e

e, Messenger Servios, Inmiry Service, Commznd Posts

While the messenger service during the firsi zitack mighi was largely
handled by telephone and reguired liftiz assisiznce from moisrey cle amd
bicycle messengers (ges sentries), in some seciors (ke messenger ser-
vice curingz subsequert mights hed i{c e hendled a2lmosi exclusively by
messengers with bicycles.

{ has proved 0 be preciica: {0 equip 2il Command Posis with gasoline
stafions, so that ihe vehicles can i1l ianks zi the si2tion. iccording fo
the above, during the first migkt july 24/25, 1243, the Commend Posts
were ecguipped as follows: Command Post with gasoline siation, 18th
Police Precinct Hokelufiehaussee for the damaged disirict Honelnfichrussee.
Command Post Erickestrasse with gasoline stafion, for the District
Frickestrasse, Niendorferstrasse. Fire Siation il with gasoline sizaiion
ior Alsterdorf and Winterhude. In most cases, ine fuel had io be obtained
in small canisiers oy motorcycles with sidecars, since heavy vehicles
couid not get to the Command Posts and gasoline pumps because of
blocked streats.

How vital the inquiry service is, especially when carried out through the
Fire Service, is shown by the fact that from fire sites in Jarrestadt no
messages of any kind reached headquarters. These fire sites were dis-
covered by the undersigned while driving through the territory of the
C:vil Defense Sector, and fire fighting units were put into action by kim
immediately. These reconnaicssance trips were ofien quite difficult to
make, since one had to go through streets which could only be passed
with protection from a heavy overcoat and with protective goggles be-
cause of the heat and the shower of sparks. Other streets, which were
not passable because of the heat and wildly 12aping flames, could only be
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recormoitered by closimg 288 windows of tiv artcormobile 2od racimg throrgh
theooe 28 top spred. At the ime of the Grst recormoiiers, tfhere was oo
otustiructiion carsed by fzolime buildines, so thot these streets conld be

10. Special Fexpertences with Sonall Vipnlis in Penks anpd with Safe

Deposit Boxes
in Homelnftctonssee, Cormer Gosslerstirass.:, & brzmom of the Commercs
Bernk was loczted in the groamd floor of 2 arge residentiizl honse. This

bramei bad 2 seolb buiki-in venl, aboet 3 = 5 weters, with walls /2
mefer thick and 1/2 meter ihick comereie ceilmy amd foor.

The building was complieiely gutted. Im the cellars, heaps of coke burped
for dzys. After eight deyvs, the vanlf wzs clezred of debris and opened.
The thick walls of the veulf were still so ot thet even afier 2iricg i for
several hours, the vauki could cnly be eniered for 2 few mimunies 2t 2
time,

Nothing kad burned in the vanlf, but the suifcases and eguipment stored
there had fo be carried out with asbestos gloves.

The leativer suilcases for the most part were so dried out that they dis-
infegrated during transport. The va2inzble linens in the suitcases were
completely vellowed. Tie pepers szlvaeged from the vauli were intact
and stil! readable, but were completely yellowed. Some of the more
delicate pieces of jewelry in the strongboxes were melted.

Similar experiences were reported with other safes. The papers stored
in the safes were not burned and were still readzble, but dried out and
yeliowed, andturned to ashes when toncihed.

(Signed) Jacobs
District Captain of
Fire Protection Police
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Fire Serverr Depmrtomers 1
Fire Seatfor B3 Hamburg, Angost 3, 1943

To Departmentt @1

RE: Seving of inmen Lives from Destroyed or Fire-Enguifed Houses
a2md Buonkers

Licuienant Jersemeann and Reserve Lieufenant Albers, during the affack
might of July 2£/25, 1943, saved about 200 persozs from the fommel
bunker beitween the Houses on Quickborn and Dueppelsirasse. There
was 2 violent storm of sperks and great heat. Smoke was already being
sacked into the purker through the ventilzfion system,

Brigade Serzeant Castay Kuhlman, dnring the might of July 25 in
Oldeslonersirasse 19, with the assistance of three flak-men, recovered
siz persons alive and six dead from the cellar of a2 collzpsed bailding in
2 continuous 10-kcur effort. He had to saw the living people free as they
were completely trapped.

Sergeant Theodor Harist, during the nignt of July 25, 1543, recovered
seven persons alive from 2 burning and collapsed hcuse at Oldesloher-
strasse 21 ia Schneilsen. Harfst, after hours of clearing away the debris,
worked his way with his bare hands to the people buried in the shelter.

During the air attack of July 29/30, 1943, Fire Fighting Squads 11a/I
under the command of Master Sergeant Simon and 11b/I under the com-
mand of Master Sergeant Wagner were ordered by Lt. Colonel Schliemann
to the tunnel bunker Mesterkamp/Roennheidstrasse, to rescue about 400
people who were trapped in the bunker surrounded by burning houses.
First, a fire in a neighboring factory in which enormous amounts of gaso-
line and oil barrels were stored, had to be extinguished. After about
3-1/2 hours of fire fighting, the two squads arrived at the bunker and
were able to save the 400 people there. The work was greatly complicated
by the {ire storm.
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Civil Defense Polwce Staff Sergeant Karl Keil, on July 25, 1943, at 1 a.m.,
with his Squad 2356/1, saved twenty women and children from an air raid
shelter in the Ko zentra Depariment Store af Hoheluftchaussee in the
middle of 2 fire :¢orm. Om Juiy 28, the same Sergeant Keil saved about
fifty people from : cellar in Sternstrasse, Wandsbek, in the middle of 2
fire storm wiih t .« help of his Squad 23b/1.

On July 28, 1943, " ~igade Capizin Carl Stubr, who was subsequently
killed by 2 high expirsive bomb during the fire fighting operations on
July 30, with his Sauad 232/I saved abcut fifty people from a shelter in
Zweite Schulstrass ', Wandsbek during a fire storm.

Brigade Leader Hugo 3foser ordered thres rescue missions. During the
night of July 24/25, 1713, two men of Brigade 14/1 saved two women and
four children in Lehmsweg Terrace by way of a wall and a fire ladder.
During the same aight, /four additional men of the brigade were entrusted
with the rescue and transport of children from a nursery in Moltkestrasse.
During the night of July 29/30, 1943, the cccupants of the air raid shelter
at Corner Abendrothsweg and Hoheluftchaussee (Beiderhase Restaurant)
were rescued by seven men from Brigade 14/1. All these actions were
accomplished under the most difficult conditions.

Brigade Leader, Sergeant Hans Fischer, with his Fire Brigade 21/1,
rescued 400 people during t!.e night of July 30, 1943, from the Large
Bunker at the Corner Gertigstrasse/Geibelstrasse, which was surrounded
by burning buildings.

(Signed) Fersemann
District Licutenant of the Fire
Protection Police
Chief of Fire Service Department I
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Fire Service Department I
Heavy Fire Brigade 11/1 Hamburg, August 5, 1943

RE: Saving of Lives During the Air Attack of July 29/30, 1943

On July 30, at 2:00 a.m., FB 11/I was ordered into action fighting fires
at Muehlenkampstrasse. At 7:30 a,m., the brigade was pulled out on
orders of Lt. Colonel Schliemann o save lives at Mesterkamp/Roennheid-
strasse. About 400 persons at this address were trapped in a tunnel
bunker surrounded by burning buildings. When we arrived, we found the
area in total darkness in spite of the tremendous fire storm in progress.
The brigade proceeded through the burning Roennheidstrasse to the bunker.
The A hose was connected directly at the bunker, The A-Squad started to
fight the fire at a neighboring factory, in which enormous amounts of
gasoline and oil drums were stored, and which were exploding, one after
the other. These burning liquids, which were being blown by the fire
storm winds in the direction of the bunker, were attacked by A-Squad
under the leadership of Master Sergeant Simon with 2 B hoses and were
thereby extinguished, The B engine had tu be pulled out because of the
great heat. The B-Squad under the leadership of Master Sergeani Wagner
with the help of 2 B hoses then formed a retreat path through the burning
streets for the A-Squad and the peopie to be: saved,

After about 3-1/2 hours of constant fire fighting the storm abated some-
what and the heat became less intense. Thereupon the people were asked
to leave the bunker as fast as possible, since the bare ruins threatened
to collapse. After repeated urgings, the people were led through the path
of retreat to the assembly point, After all trapped persons had been res-
cved, the fire brigade had to find a new way back, since the various
streets were blocked by debris from falling buildings, Finally it was
possible to leave the site bz roundabout routes without damage.

Master Nehmer was in charge of the rescue operation, After 1-1/2 hours
at the fire site, he had to visit a hospital because of eye irritation,

(Signed) Simon (Master Sergeant)
Squad Leader

146

o Ity e n

——




Experience Report About the Conflagrations
from July 24/25 to the Middle of August, 1943

During the air attack in the night of July 24/25, 1943, high explosive and
firebombs fell in the immediate vicinity of Lockstedt Fire Station. While
HFB 11/1 was busy extinguishing stick firebombs which had fallen into
the yard of the firehouse and into one of the apartments above the fire
station, we noticed that the woodworking shop of Wrage & Schact, on
Jahnstrasse in Lokstedt that bordered on the back of the houses Wilhelm-
strasse 16 and 18~-a bakery and a shoe store and apartments above--was
in flames, It was not feasible to extinguish the fire since the available
fire fighting forces were not sufficient and since it was impossible to get
reinforcements due to the fires raging all over Hamburg, We went into
action immediately, however, to protect the threatened buildings at
Wilhelmstrasse 16 and 18, and we were successful in preventing the
spread of fire to these houses. The water necessary for this action was

taken from the hydrants,

Soon thereafter we were called to Wilhelmstrasse 21, a residential house
which was on fire, There we were able to contain the fire with the con-
tents of a tank engine; the clean-up operations were taken over by the
Self-Protection forces. From there we were dispatched to Hindenburg-
strasse (Lockstedt) where the houses at Nos, 1 and 3 were on fire. Since
the various hydrants situated in the vicinity did not release any more
water, we began to lay a hose line to the water reservoir at Siemensplatz.
As soon as the B engine was connected to the hose and ready to draw
water, we were called away and ordered to go to Hoheluftchaussee.

The A engine, in the meantime, had been put in place at Mathildenstrasse
in Lokstedt, where the oilskin factory of Koehler & Son was on fire. The

engine could not be used, however, since no source of water was available.

The A Squad, together with the Plant Civil Defense forces formed a water
bucket chain, by which it was possible to save one wing of the building.
From there the A Squad, too, was ordered to go to Hoheluftchaussee.

When we arrived at Hnheluftchaussee, the B engine was put at the
Hoheluft Bridge, in order to pump water from the Isebek Canal. The B
Squad was ordered to start fighting the fires in Houses at Isestrasse 1,

3 and 5, First, 3 hoses were directed to houses Nos. 3 and 5, since it
appeared possible to save the lower floors of these houses and because
by doing so the spread of the fire to the house at No, 7 was p»evented,

If we had had larger forces at our disposal, it would have been possible
to limit the fire to the roof and the top stories of the 3 houses; however,
since we could only spare 1 C hose for each house, we could not prevent
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ithe lower flcors from catching on fire, The house on Isestrasse 1 burned
down completely. In addition, the water pressure from the hydrant be-
came lower and lower; the hose-truck 1/I was used to lay a hose line
from Honheluft Bridge to Gosslerstrasse which nrovided water to the B
Engine. Other brigades and squads that were fighting fires in Klinker
and Grindelbherg 88-90, also received their water from B engine, so that
finally 6 B lines were connected to it.

It should be added, regarding the fires at Isestrasse 1, 3, and 5 that most
of the tenants had fled and left their belongings behind, Otherwise it
would have been possible to save a great deal of the furnishings and mer-
chandise from tne lower floors, especially from the stores at Isecstrasse
1 (Corner Hoheluft Bridge). Some men of the B Squad rescued linens and
other valuables from the burning house; they had to leave many things to
the flames however, since the forces at their disposal were not large
enough to remove everything,

The A Engine was connected to the above mentioned hose line laid by the
hose truck at Gosslerstrasse and supplied the hose lines laid out by

Squad A with water., The men of the A Squad fought several fires in
Hoheluftchaussee and in Gosslerstrasse., During the fire fighting opera-
tions on the second floor of the house at Hoheluftchaussee 64, the stair-
case caught fire, Since the stairs could not be used any longer, expansion
ladders had to be used to remove the men working in the house, Here,
too, none of the tenants were present, so that the same observations as
made above for the Isestrasse case apply.

On July 26 at 2 p.m,, after 36 hours on duty, HFB 11/1 received orders
to return to the fire station. However, at 4:20 p.m,, we received new
orders for action, The B Squad moved out to Hindenburgstrasse No. 3,
at which a raging fire was fought with 2 C hoses. The A Squad was or-
dered to go to Niendorferstrasse 131, but did not go into action at that
address since no water was available and the extent of the fire was not
large enough to justify the laying of an extended hose line to the water
basins far away. However, a coke heap was covered with sand, At
11:55 p. m, the brigade was back at the station.

After about 1-1/2 hours, on July 27 at 1:30 a. m., a new order was re-
ceived that instructed the B Squad to go to Hindenburgstrasse 35 to
extinguish a fire at a coke dump at Kemm Cake Bakery. A long hose
line had to be laid to the water storage tank at Siemersplatz and at about
6 a. m, in the morning the fire was extinguished to the point where re-
newed flare-up was no longer imminent,

During the attack on the night of July 27/28, the houses at
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Hindenburgstrasse 1 and 3 were hit a second time by firebombs and
caught on fire. Also the buildings at Siemersplatz and the corner house
at Wilhelmstrasse caught on fire, Immediately, the HFB 11/I went into
action on its own and fought the fires at Siemersplatz. Because of the
fast action on the part of the brigade only the roof was damaged. The
water for fighting the fire was taken from the water storage tank about
50 meters away. The fires in Hindenburgstrasse in the meantime were
fought by the Party Fire Engine. The Brigade 11/I assisted them alittle
later and through the combined efforts it was possible to prevent the
gutting of these houses and to save at least parts of them,

On July 29, the B engine was ordered to the Command Post Lombards-
bruecke/Alsterdamm. There the squad received an order to proceed to
Rothenburgsort. All attempts to reach that location by all sorts of routes
and detours were unsuccessful as the streets, to the extent that they did
not form a sea of flames, were impassible because of the debris from
collapsed houses. The B Squad then received orders to take up fire
fighting at Wandsbekerchaussee and in the vicinity of Eilbektal Strasse.
Together with the Volunteer Fire Brigade from BRuedelsdorf (near Rends-
burg) we worked until 5:45 p. m, on July 29 at which time we returned to
the station. We were successful in saving numerous houses from com-
plete destruction and in containing the fires at other places at least until
the tenants of the lower floors could re<cue their most precious
possessions,

The A Squad was assigned to clean-up operations at Langenkamp during
our absence, It should be noted here, that for work of this kind, the
mobile task force would have been sufficient, and it was not necessary
to employ the large fire engine of the heavy fire brigade.

On July 30, the HFB 11/I was put into action at Muehlenkamp. The bri-
gade received its orders at 1:45 a, m. and moved out immediately. Since
whole streets, especially Sierichstrasse, Dorotheenstrasse, Barmbeker-
strasse, Winterhuder Marktplatz were in flames (and were partially
impassible because of large bomb craters in the streets), it was possible
to reach our goal only by roundabout routes., Squad A went into action at
ILangenkamp; Squad B at Preystrasse, At Preystrasse, between
Muehlenkamp and Schinkelstrasse, nine houses were totally enveloped

by flames. One C hose was taken at once to the corner of Preystrasse
and Schinkelstrasse, in order to head off the fire, The second C hose
was placed on Preystrasse at the corner of Muehlenkamp, to prevent the
fire from jumping across Muehlenkamp. Not till then could the fires in
the center houses be fought, Since the staircases for the most part had
already collapsed, the only possibility that remained was to fight the fire
from the outside with a B hose, which was done immediately. The houses
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Schinkelstrasse and the rear of Peter Marquardtstrasse were covered
with sand and water by tlie Self-Protection forces despite a heavy rain
of sparks, which prevented these houses from catching on fire. The
water was brought in with a B line from the A engine which received
water from the Muehlenkamp Canal at the Langenkamp Bridge.

At 7Ta.m., HFB 11/I was ordered by Lt. Colonel Schliemann to
Mesterkamp/Roennheidstrasse to rescue some people. The fire fighting
at Muehlenkamp was interrupted immediately, and the brigade went by
the fastest route to Mesterkamp. Details about our activities there are
contained in the attached special report.

Nothing needs to be said about various sinall actions and the refilling of
water storage tanks. On August 1, the B Squad was ordered into action
in Barmbekerstrasse 13 and at Goldbekufer 25 for clean-up operations.

In fighting the fire at Barmbekerstrasse, 13, the laying of a long hose

line was avoided because a drain located in the street contained enough
water. The water was therefore sucked from the drain. Even though

the water was very dirty, it was good enough to wet the burning remnants.
At Goldbekufer, water was taken from the Goldbek Canal.

During the day of August 2 and the night of August 2/3, both squads were
again active. Squad A operated at Stammanstrasse 22, while the B.Squad
carried out clean-up operations at Flueggestrasse 12/14 and Kaemmerufer
8, 10, and 12, At all these locations, the floors, beams, etc., as well

as the fuel stored'in the cellars were on fire,

The action at Winterhuder Marktplatz on August 2, should be especially
mentioned. In the Kolzen Garage, coke supplies had to be wetted down
in order to prevent the nearby gasoline tanks, containing about 15, 000
liters of gasoline, from exploding, With one B and one C hose it was
possible to cool off the coke and to turn away the explosion danger. The
A Squad was active on that day at Knickweg and at Goldbekufer, dousing
burning fuel supplies--especially a store of coal at Knickweg. The water
was obtained from the Osterbek Canzal (for Knickweg) and from the
Goldbek Canal.

On August 3, the A Squad received orders at 3 a. m. to go to Borsteler-
chaussee 246, where a large villa and a barn with a built-in apartment
were on fire, While the fire at the villa was already so widespread that
it was impossible to save it, it was possible to preserve the barn with

1 B hose and 3 C hoses. The water was taken from two hydrants, If
these had not supplied water, help would have been impossible since
there were no bodies of water and no reservoirs or tanks for miles
around, At the same time, the B Squad was ordered to Hainholt 85 and
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Timm Kroegerweg. At these sites work proceeded only with the tank
engine, because nc other water was available. It seems that water tanks
should be installed in these housing districts. While Squad A was kept
ousy until 12:30 noon, Squad B returned to the staticn 2t 5:10 2. m. It
was ordered out again immediately to Maria Louisenstrasse 20 and fo
Rondeel. There is nothing special to report about the actions at these
sites.

On August 3, at 10:46 p. m., the A Squad was called o Curschmannstrasse
8 where coke in a cellar was on fire. The neighbor house was practically
undamaged; however, there was danger of the fire spreading to the neigh-
bor house by way of the wall breakthrough in the air raid shelter. This
was averted by hosing operations.

On August 4, HFB 11/I was busy in Winterhude; the A Squad in Maria
Louisensirasse/Krohnskamp, and the B Squad at Langenkamp. At these
sites, the beams, floors, fuel supplies, etc. were on fire and they kept
flaring up anew because of the phosphorus that was present.

Concerning further actions. only those of August 6 are mentioned. The
B Squad was busy at Rondeel/Maria Louisenstrasse with clean-up opera-
tions. A long hose line had to be laid io the Leinpfad Canal. This could
have been avoided if a small brigade with a small fire engine had been
put into action; a small engine could have taken water from the Rondeel
Pond by way of the gardens of tne villas. OnAugust 10, 1943, the A
Squad was put into action at Geffkenstrasse 15/17, While the villa at

No. 17 was completely gutted, No. 15 was virtually undamaged. Since
the ceiling beams were carried through the firewall, the fire spread to
tr  eighboring house. However, the fire was put out before it progressed
v_ry far. If the beams had been installed according to regulations, the
danger of fire spread would not have existed.

Hamburg, August 25, 1943

(Signed) Wagner, Brigade Leader
HFB 11/1
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Fire Brigade 14 Hamburg, August 22, 1943

To: Fire Service Department 1 Thrcugh Official Channels
RE: Report on Actions from July 24 to August 4, 1942

July 25 - 12:30 a. m.

Five stick firebombs fell into the shelter and gymnasium of our own
quarters at Lehmweg 14; the resulting fires in the ceilings and beams

as well as the burning bombs were extinguished. During these actions
the telephone service failed. Two gas sentries were consequently or-
dered to go to the sector headquarters to serve as messengers; they were
given the following message: "Brigade has decided to go into fire fighting
action on its own initiative on burning houses at Nos. 6, 8, and 10 on
Lehmweg, burning streetcars standing nearby, and the burning house at
the corner of Lehmweg and Otto-Bloeckerstrasse.

July 25 - 1:00 2. m.

The fires in the streetcars were put out with one C hose using water irom
a nearby hydrant. The houses at Lehmweg 6 to 10 and those to the rear
were wholly cn fire. Squad 14b/I was assigned to the burning industrial
building at Lehmweg 10,

July 25 - 1:i5a.m.

After 15 minutes of action, Squad 14a/I was ordered to go to the Valvo
Pipe Works on Lockstedt. Access by way of Bismarck-Manstein-
Quickbornstrasse was made difficult because of 2 bomb crater and debris
in the streets. We had to stop when we reached house No. 39 (on Quick-
bornstrasse) because of a fire storm. We then went around by way of
Gaertnerstrasse, Eidelstedterweg, Ottersbek Allee, Lutterothstrasse,
Hellkamp-Eidelstedterweg, Kaiser Friedrichstrasse, Lowenstrasse,
Carlstrasse, Horst Wesselallee. On the way we noted that fire station
No. 9 and neighboring houses were all on fire and observed industrial
fires on Horst Wesselallee. On arrival at the Pipe Works we found that
only two sheds had burned down, that the fires were contained by the
Self-Protection Service, that no water wag available and that no water
storage containers were in the area. Orders were given by Captain
Jacobs for Squad 14a/I to go to a damage site at Hoheluftchaussee-
Lehmweg. Laid-out hoses were picked up and we went to the new site

by way of Behrkampsweg, Hindenburgsirasse, and Hoheluftchaussee.
When we reached the Capital Theater we found the way blocked by debris,
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craters and fallen cverhead wircs. We went back to Eppendorferweg

and then by way of Mlolikestrasse to Isekai-Hoheluft Bridge. We were
held up along the wayv by fire storms which had developed in the mean-
time as well as by the debris in the s“reets. Also, along Moltkestrasse,
xe were asked by the nurses of the caildren's mursery located on that
street 10 help them. A shower of sperks led developed in the area and
the winds carried burning wcod fragments the size of z fist a2long through
the 2ir. We were zble to calm the nurses by promising assistance.

The moctorized fire engine was put into positicn at the Isebeck Canal and
the squad laid hoses to the pursery. The brigade captzin and two men
directed tie rescue of the childrer unider a water curtain from the hose
teans. A civilian bicyclist was sent to obtain ambulances. After the
rescue operation was completed and wet blankets were made available
to the childrez and nurses, the squad proceeded fo the damage site on
Hoheluftchaussee.

Squad 14b/1 fought the fires at Zehmweg 7 to 10 for about one hour when
it received orders from Captain Jacobs to seal oil the fires in the houses
to the rear of Lehmweg 7 since, of the eight houses along the street, two
had not yet caught on fire. The houses to the rear were difficult {doreach
because a small fira storm zt Lehmweg 7.

July 25 - 6:00 a.m.

Squad 145/1 assigned also to the damage site at No. 6 Hoheluftchaussee.
Calls for help were heard from the terrace; they saved two women snd
two children with the help of hook ladders laid a~ross walls. Sergeant
Japp was injured by a falling wall and was rescued by Brigade Sergeant
Moser and Staif Sergeants Kolland and Hansen. He was takea to the aid

tion on the 4w floor of the fire station; a police car arrived after 3
hours (9 a. m.) 10 :ake him to Eppendorfer Hospital. At House No. 6,
the Seli-Prctection people assisted us very effectively.

At the damage site Lehmweg 8, built-in coal chutes caused difficulties
in putting out the fires; the burning coal stuck in the chutes, was difficuit
to shovel out, and delayed hosing operations.

Later in the day, fires in Mcltkestrasse, Bismarckstrasse, and Isestrasse
were fought by both squads. In the Klinker skyscraper at Hoheluftchaussee
Station, fire fighting was particularly difficult because of the very great
heat and large stores of coal. The three men, Kolland, Storm, and

Busch, were able to put out the fire in the upper floor. Four S.A. men
were asked to relieve the squad crew at the hose nozzle; however, they

did not comply.
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July 25 - 2 5. m.

t

On orders from Capizin Jacobs, the brigade was relieved by reserves.

July 26 - 8 2. m. to 6 p. m.

Conducted difficult clean-up operations at Otto Bloecrerstrasse 2, €,
and 8, and at Wesseley Corner. Put out 2 number of fires at each site,
including 2 fire in 2 large store of coke in 2 damaged building,

Juiy 27 - 2:i10 2. m.

The beigede was ordered tc go to Hinderburgstrasse 29 in Lokstedt where
an entire house or villz was o fire. Two long kose lines gsere lzidfrom
a storage basin at Siemersplatz and the fire itself was fought #ith 3 C
hoses. DMilitary persomel assisted in fighting the fire,

July 28 - 7:00 2. m.

Brigade received orders to go to Commmand Fost Lombard Bridge where
it was ordered to go into action on Spaldingstrasse and Repsoldstrasse.
On arrival, Spaldingstrasse was found blocked by debris and by a2 wide-
spread fire storm. We kad tc retreat to Repsoldstrasse and were assign-
ed the task of fighting the fires at Repsoldstrasse No. 47 and the houses
to the rear. The fire fighting operations were hindered by the presence
of food packages stored on the fourth fioor (this building was a provision-
ing post for the police). The smoke Waus especially strong and biting.
Only after completely rearranging and dousing the packages with water
was it possible to bring the fire under control. On both thz fourth and
fifth floors, the fires had to be fought from the front to the rezr in order
to finally extinguish the fires in the burning roof beams. They were im-
possible to reach otherwise because of the tremendous heat and strong
shower of sparks. The house remained intact.

Later the brigade was assigned to other fire fighting tasks along Repsold-
strasse and Rosenallee, An administration building was prevented from

burning.

July 27 - 8:00 p. m,

Brigade relieved from duty and returned to quarters.

July 28 - 8:0C a.m. tc 8:00 p. m,

Brigade ordered to fight fires in the area of Spaldingstrasse and
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Repsoldsirasse. Although fire storm comditisms existed alorz the way,
bwth motorized pump engines got through, They were stztiomed alomg
Repsoldstrasse. The houses along the from, at the corner, znd the rear
houses between Speldingsirasse and lkenresirasse were br. méing fuley,
The house at the cormer of Speldingsitrazce and Woltmansirasse collzpied
and burned completely. In the zfternoon the brigade fvught varices smal:
but difficult fires in houses on Repsoldsirasse and Rosewlice, sealizg
them off tc prevemt spreading. Squad I4L[I assisted in rescge sperat ns
from tire public shelier 2f the corner of Abendrothsweg and Hofelnf-
choussee, Waier spray from z B hose was used io cover the »nizgnce
(znd exit path) from the shelier. In this way aboat 230 people werc zblz
io leave the shelier without being exposed o flames jefiixg imto e siraszt
from bu-ning builldings on both sides.

July 29 - 1:G0 2. ms.

Received orders to go to the corner of Breitenfeldersirasse -.ad lichelnfi-
shaussee where 2 large fire was reporied. Sguad i4afi worked cn the
damage site at Preitenfeldersirasse while Sguad I4b/1 was put i-:i0 actiun
zt the corner of Abendsrothsweg and Hohelufichaussee, At (he latier loca-
tion, about 200 people were in an z2ir raid shelfer that was in danger of
being cut ofif by the enclosing fires. Afier prolonged fire fighiing of thess
fires, Squad 14b/I was successful in rescuing these people. In the mean-
time, Squad 14a/i, through uninterrupted fire fighting cperciions at &=
houses No. 4 and No. 6 on Breitenieldersirasse, was success:ul 11 pre-
venting the fires from spreading to the gasoline storage buildings waich
were located behind the houses and which belonged 0 the strestcar line.
Houses on: both sides of the elevated streetcar line building in which

12. 000 liters of gasoline were stored were on fire. The roof of the
building and the surrounding arez were constantly kept under a spray <f
water until the fires which threaten=d were sealed ofi. In securirg the
safety of the :ear houses, Mr. Reher (formérly of the first ajd station

on Wrangelstrasse) particularly distinguished himself by personal bravery
and outstanding judgment, although he was sumewhat handicapped since

he is a hunchback.

July 29 - 6 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The brigade received orders to go to Sempersirasse 65 and 64 for clean-
up operations. We conducted afterhosing tasks on houses at Nos. 49 to
53 and 46 to 64, several of which were under danger of collapse. Large
stores of coal in the attics made the clean-up operations difficult. Ho.es
had to be cut with axes in the walls from one room to annther before the
sources of the fires could be found and the ires extinguished. FPP Ser-
geant Krueger was injured by falling debris (he died in the Eppendorf{
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iospital om July 30, 1943, a2t 4:30 2.m. ).
Auvgust 1 - 700 p. m,

Brigade assigned o afterhosing operations ¢n Semperstrasse and
Gicbelsirasse.

August 2 - 1:13 2. m,

Brigade relieved and returned to quarters.

August 2 - 12 nocn to 3 p. m.

Brigade ordered to conduct clear-up operations on ZEfeuweg.

August 3 - 2a.m. §01:30 p.m.

Brigade assigned to clean-up cperatiors on Mariz-Louisenstrasse.

August 4 - 3 p.m. to August 5 -~ i:ziSa.m.

Furnished motorized ladder truck and conducted clean-up operations at
No. 7 Gosslarstrasse, Afterbosing operations with the motorized ladder
were conducted irom balcony-to-balceony.

(Signed) Moser, Brigade Sergeant, FP 14/1
Relland, Master Sergeant, FB 14a/1
Muenster, Master Sergeant, ¥B 14b/I
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Iezvy Fire Boigade 22/ lambarg, Aungnst 23, 1943

Experience Report About the East Afr Attacks

Squad 222 /1

Af 1:26 a.m. on July 25, 1943, during the air atiack, Sguad 222/1 was
ordered to go to the Tratamz Works at Dorotheensirasse 2-24. The fires
kad ziready assumed widespread proportions by the time the sguad
arrived. However, wifk energetic kelp from the Plant Civil Defense
forces, it was possible to check 2md contzin the fires to such an extent
teat the Plant Civil Defense forces could take care of the contimaed fire
watch and clean-up operations.

Roof fires zat ouses No. 3 and 5 (rear house) across the street were
extinguished with the help of miiifary personnel and the Self-Protection
forces. Toe sqund also saved the house at Sierichstrasse No. 14 from
burning down; iie neighboring house was gutted. Following that action,
fires were extinguiched in the houses at Lehnbardstrasse Nos. 9, 11,

ard 13. It should be mentioned that 2 dud bomb was lying in the yard and
a2 Flak dud was lyiag on the fourth floor between burning heaps of debris
at house No. 13, The squad next extinguished fires at the sites Bismarck-
strasse 96; Mansteinstrasse Nos.14, 20, and 55; and Breitenfelderstrasse
Nos. 38 znd 40. After 28 hours cf uninterrupted fire fighting operations,
the squad returned to quarters at the fire station.

At 2:46 a.m. on July 28, 1943, during the a’r attack, Squad 22a/I was
ordered to go to Wandsbecker AMarktplatz, The fire fighting was made
extremely difficult by the shortage of water. During this action, Ser-
geant Rahfeld fell from a sliding laader and was taken to the hosp