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This is a final report on the research done on "Chiness Communist 

Communication and Values" under Contract Mo. KO0O14-55-C031O (131170-703) 

from the Group Psychology branch of the Office of £aval Research to the 

Mental Research Institute. Since details of the research done have beeii 

reported, up to date in Technical Reports, no new material --rf.il be given 

here. Rather, this report is a brief overview and summary of the con- 

tract work as a whole, 

This work may properly be regarded as the successor to & short 

research project on Chinese Communist political themes carried out in 

19^5 for Dr. Thomas Mlburn's Project Kichelson, under Contract 2J60530- 

11070 of the IJaval Ordnance Test Station (now thf! Naval weapons Center), 

China Lake, California. This project resulted in a report "Chinese 

Poltical RPd Cultural Themesi A Study of Chinese Communist Films" 

(E0T3 T? 4029) published at China Lake in October 196*6 (also available 

from Defense Documentation Center, number AD-489 371). 
\ 

The original CIJR contract following this Project Michclson work 

began on Kay 1, 1966 j the research was to foous furthef on Chinese Com- 

munist political and cultural themes, with some comparative examination 

of non-Communist Chinese and. Soviet Communist materials. Threo sub- 

sequent modifications of the orijinal contract, enphaidzingvresearch on 

continuity and dhango in China's "Grüat Proletarian Cultural Revolution", 

and Chinese patterns of strategy end negotiation, extended the contract 

to a final date cf liay 31, 1970. 

Although the contract work has all been concerned vdth the familiar 

and popular topic of Chiness Communism, it nevertheless has been rather 

out of the ordinary run of studies» although the topics examined and 

reported on have varied over a considerable range, there nevertheless 



has been an underlying unity to the vor':. This special and unitary 

character has been due initially and in part to the kind of data utilised, 

but more fundamentally to continued reliance on a psycho-cultural view 

of politics and a related analytic approach. Jork in the early stages 

of this contract, in common with the Project Michelscn research, was 

based on the study of Chinese Communist notion pictures - regular fea- 

ture films - most of which were seen in Hong Kong or in Vancouver, and 

some Hong Kong, Taiwan and Soviet Russian films seen for comparison, 

As the project progressed, because the supply of available films became 

very limited and because research foci altered, more attention was given 

first to written fictional materials on Chinese Communism and finally 

to descriptive accounts and political statements, although the film data 

always remained useful. Even these latter materials, however, were uti- 

lized primarily not as specific factual data but as expressive projections 

of Chinese Communist attitudes and perceptions. 

This selection and utilization of data itself reflected the basic 

approach of the research, its most characteristic and unifying feature. 

As the research focused progressively on various aspects of Chinese Com- 

munis.ii, its basic aim always remained to discern the nature and inter- 

relations of their important political themes more clearly by focusing 

on 1) what themes thoy themselves emphasize, 2) what images are used to 

project these themes, and 3) how the themes appear related to the socio- 

eultura'i context of Chinese Communism - which is portrayed especially 

vividly and concretely in fictional materials. That is, the aim was 

not to obtain an "outside", supposedly objective view of discrete facts 

about Chinese Communism j it was to build up a progressively more accurate, 
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comprehensive s.r.d  systematic account of their views and premises 

(including many things taken for granted or unrecognized by then) by 

starting from the "inside" and viewing everything in relation to increa- 

singly wider socio-cultural contexts. As a final step in this direction, 

considerable attention was given to relationships between Chinese Commun- 

ist patterns and traditional Chinese cultural patterns. 

The resulting work has been described in the following Technical 

Reports s 

IJo.i - "Themes in Chinese Communist Films" (Published in American 

Anthropologist 63,  477-434(1966)) 

A brief description of the nature of thematic analysis 

of films (with references),  and a listing and discussion 

of nine major political themes in Chinese Communist films 

and some? interconnections among them. 

No.2 - "Conflicts Between Love and Family Relationships in Chinese 

Films" - September, 196" 7 - AD-559500 (Initial version presented 

at American Psychological Association meeting, Washington, 

• D.C., September 3, 19o7) 

An analysis of one major Chinese cultural theme with poli- 

cal relevance; similarities and difference in its presentat- 

ion in Communist, Taiwan and Hong Kong films. 

ICo.3 - " 'The Thought of i-Iao Tse-tung1} Communication Analysis of 

a Propaganda Movement" - January, 1963 - AD6644S4. 

An examination of the way in which the "Thought of Mao" 

has usually been dismissed by Westerners as absurd and 

irrrtional despite its obvious importance in Chinese politics, 

and an alternative approach seeking the significance of this 



movement by exa.iiining its content in relation to three con- 

texts« 1) l-'ao'a own writings and position; ?.)  statements 

about these by the Party; and 3) the prevailing internal and 

external Chinese political situation - at three stages of 

the development of this movement. 

Ko.'f- - "Chinese Communist linages of Invasion and Resistance" - 

August, 1968 - AD5?^369. 

A study of typical images of foreign invasion and Chinese 

resistance to it as portrayed in Chinese Communist films, 

and the relationship of those images to traditional Chinese 

family patterns, as "non-rational" yet'; orderly and sig- 

nificant factors in understanding Chinese Communist attitudes 

about foreign political and military pressures. 

Ko,5 - "Cultural Aspects of China's 'Cultural Revolution'" - 

,     October, I969 - AD-69667I. 

An examination of this major yet often puzzling recent 

political development from a cultural viewnoint, which in- 

dicates that, despite its apparent emphasis on a new Chinese 

culture and politics, tho Cultural Revolution often utili- 

BOS old Chinese means, and even its goals often are but 

inversions or modifications of traditional ones. The Red 

Guards, ehe educational revolution, ar.d the "now revolutionär; 

cbvma" are considered particularly. 

Ko,6 - "Chinese Communist Patterns of Strategy and Negotiation" - 

«ay» 1970. 

A discussion of ho;; strategic nansuvering and negotiation 
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may be analyzed jointly as influencing processes, the sig- 

nificance OJ? this for United States-China relations, arcl some 

initial analysis of major themes in Chinese Communist stra- 

tegy and negotiation, in relation to basic Chinese concept- 

ions of social interaction and relationship, 

A number of publications have resulted from this research, with 

others conteraolated for the future. In addition to the American Anthro- 
* I n  i ■■ ii i    ii ■ -  -1 

pologist article constituting Technical Report Ko, 1, a revised version 

of Technical Report Ko,2 is to appear in Asian Films and Popular Cultures, 

edited by Dr. Charles Leslie, and a paper on "Real and. Reel Life in Kong 

Kong - Film Studies of Cultural Adaptation?" in a special Kong Kong is- 

sue of the Journal of Asian and African Studies edited by Frofessor I.C. 

starvie and Dr. Ilarjorie Topley, A version of "Chinese Communist Images 

of Invasion and Resistance" is being considered by The China ^uarterl^, 
w "  m    ■■■ IIHIU.M.—II '      II ■ 11 ■in ft 

Articles based on the other Technical Reports and a book on Chinese film 

analysis are also being planned to bring these findin2S to a wider audience. 

Ihe work done under this contract adds up to one of the most exten- 

sive psycho-cultural studies made of any contemporary society. Since 

these studies were based largely on concerns about United States-China 

relations, it would be highly desirable, however, to find some means to 

complc-mont them with similar studies of the united States, 

The work under this contract was performed by Jahn K. .."eakland as 

Principal Investigator, Urs, Jeanne Sseto as Secretary-Assistantt and 

during its latter stages, Alan I*. EoUghton, Jr. as Research Assistant, 

with practical support fro.: the administrative staff of the '.'er.tal Research 

Institute. The professional staff of 131 and colleagues at Stanford and 

the noover Instltition have provided helpful consultation. 
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