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This is a final report on the research cone on "Chiness Commnist
Comaurication ard Valucs" wrder Contract ilo, L000LU-65-C0310 (1R170-703)

from tha Group Psychology 3ranch of the Office of Naval Research to the

Mental Rasearch Institute, Since detalls of the reséarch done have heeu

reported up to date in Technical Reports, no new'materia1 w11l be given
here, Rather, this report is & brief overview and summary of the con-
traét work &s a whole, |

This work mey properly be regarded as the successof to a short
research project on Chinese Comnunist politicel themes carried out in
1955 for Dr, Thomaleilburn's Project lchelson, under Contract N66530-
11070 of the ilaval Crdnance Test Station (now the Navel ﬁeap§ns Center),
China Laks, California, This pfoject resulted in a report "Calnese
Polticel ond Cultﬁral Themess A Study of Chinese Corrunist Films"
(CD3 T2 4029) published at Chine Lalte in October 1985 (elso available
from Def~nse Docwientation Center, ruier AD—&39 371).

The orisinal\bﬂg contract follqsing this Project Michelson tork
began on ifay 1, 1946; the rescarch wa;f;; foous furthe¥ on Chinese Com-
munist political and sultural themes, '-ith some comparative exawination
of non-Comunist Chinese and Soviet Communist materials,. Three sub-

sequent nodifications of the orizinal contract, enphasizigé&research on

continuicy end change in China's "Grezt Proletarian Cultural Revolution”,

end Chinese patterns of strategy end nezotiation, extended the contract
to a final date of gy 31, 1970,

Although the contracl work has =11 been concerned with the familiar
end popular tsuic of Chinesz Comcuris:, it nevertheless hes been rether
out of the orlinary run of studies; slthough the tonies exeuined and

reported on have varied over a considerable rancs, there nevertheless
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has been an underlying unity to the wors, This special and unitary
character has been cue initially and in psrt to the kind of data utiliszed,
but more fuﬁdancntally to continued reliance on a psvcho-cultural view

of politics and a related analytic epproach, ‘'lork in the early stages

of this contract, in comon with the Project iiichelscn research, vas
based on the study of Chinese Coitiunist notlon pictures - regular foa-
ture films - most of which were seen in Hong Kong or in Vancouver, and
sone Honé Kong, Taiwan and Soviet Russian {ilms seen for comparison,

As the project progressed, becauss the supply of avallablo films becane
very limited and because research focl altered, more attention was given
first to written fictional materials on Chinese Cormunisyi and finally

to descriptive sccounts and political statenents, althourh the film data
aluvays remained useful.‘ Even these latter mcterials, however, were uti-
lized primafily rot as specific factual data but as expressive projections
of Chinese Comnunist attitudes and perceptions.

This selection ard utilizatlen of date ifself reflected the basic
approach of tﬁe rescarch, its most characteristie qnd wnifying featuvre,
As the rescarch focusedvérograssively on various aspects of Chinese Com-
munlsn, its basic ain elways remained to discern the nature and inter-
relations of their important politlcal themes mors clearly oy focusing
on 1) what themes tiwy themselves enmphasize, 2) what imaces are used to
prpject these themes, and 3) how the ihemes appear related to the socic-
cultural context of Chinese Communis: - vhich is portrayed especielly
vividly and concretely in fiction2l raterials, That is, the aln was
not to ootain an "oubtside", supposedly objective view of discrete facts

ebout Chinese Corrmunisn; it was to bulld up a progressively nore accurate,
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compreicnsive ard systematic account of their viewrs and preaises

(including nany things taken for granted or unrecopnized by them) by

starting from the "inside" and viewing everything in relation to incree-

singly wider socio-cultural contexts. As a final step in this direction,

consideradle attention was given to relationships between Chinese Commun-

ist patterns and traditional Chinese cultural patterns,

The resulting work has been described in the following Technical

Reports;

1\7001 had

“"Themes in Chinese Commﬁnist Filas" (Published in American

. Anthronolocist 43, 477-434(1968))

I\'Ooz haed

A orief deseription oflthe nature of thematic ana;ysi§
of films (with references), and 4 listing and diséussién
of nine major political themes in Chinese Communist filns
and sone interconnections among then,

"Conflicts 3etween Love and Family Relationships i; Chinese'
Films" - September, 1987 - AD550500 (Initial version presented -

et Anerican Psychological Association.MGeting, Wasaington,

+ DiCyy Septemder 3, 1957)

2;0.3 CJ

An enalysis of one s2Jor Chinese cultural theme with poli-
cal relevance; éhnilarities and difference in its presentat-
ion in.Comhunist. Talwan and Hong Lonz films,

" 'Tae Thought of Hao Tse-tung'; Communication Analysis of
2 Propagande [‘oveneri" - January, 1968 - ADAGLUSH,

An exaination of the wav in which the "Thought of iao"
has usually becn disaissed by lesterners as absurd and
irrztional despite its obvious importance in Chinese polities,

and an alteornative approach seeking the significance of this
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movenent by exaaining ite content in relation to three con-
teitss lj Cao's oun writings and position; 2) statauents
about these by the Party; and 3) the prevailing internal and
external Chinese political situatibn ~ at three stages of
the development of this movenent,

"Chinese Comnist Images of Invasion and Resistance" -
August, 1968 - ADA7LSEQ,

A study of typical images of foreign invasion and Chinsse
resistanco'to it as portrayed in Chinese Communist filas,
ard the relafionship of these images to traditional Chinese
femily patterns, as '"non-rational” yet. orderly and sig-
nificant factors in underspanding Chinese Communist attitwlies
about foreign political and military pressures.

"Cultural aspacts of China’s 'Cultural.Revblution'" -
October, 1659 = AD“é95571-

An examiﬁation of this maSor yet often puzzling recent
political developrent frox a cultural viewpoint, which in-
dicates that, despite its apparent emphasie on a new Chinese
culture and politics, the Cultural Revolution often utili-
zos old Chinese means, and oven its goals often arz but
inverslons or modifications of traditional ones, The Red
Guards, the cducatlonal rovolution, ard the "now révolutionary
droma" are consicered particularly,

“"Chinese Comuunist Patterns of Strategy end egotiation" -
iay, 1970,

A discussioxn of how strategic nansuvering and negotiatioa
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nificance of this for United States-China rslations, ard soue

inmtial analysis of major themes in Chinese Communist sira-~
tegzy and nagotiation, in relation to basic Chinese concept- -
ions of social interaction and relationship,

A nuaber of publications have resulted from this research, with

others contemplatsd for the future, In addition to the Lmerican Anthro-
pologist'article constituting Technlcal Report lo. 1, & revised version

of Techniczl Report No.2 is to appear in Asian Falms and Popular Cultures,:

edited by Dr, Charles Leslie, ard a paper on "Real and Reel Life in Horg
Lonz - Film Studics of Cultural Adaptation?" in e speciel Hong Kong is-

sue of the Journal of Asien and African Studies edlted by Frofessor I,C.

darvie and Dr, ilarjorie Topley., 4 version of "Chinese Communist Images

of Invasion and esistance” is bYeing considercd by The China Juarterlw,

Articles based on the other Technical Reports and a book on Chinesc filn

anrlysis are also being plarned to briag these £findinss to a wider audience.

”~

1he work done uncer this contract adds up to one of the most exten~
sive psycho—cuitural studies made of any contesnorary society. Sinee
those studies were based larzely on concerns avout United States-China
relations, it would “e highly desirable, hovever, to find soie means to
coplemont thom with similar studieé ol the United 3tutes,

The work undcr this contract vas psrformed by John ¥, JJealdand es
Frincipal Investigator, iirs. Jeamne Szcto as Secrctary—&ssiétant, end
during its letier stazes, Alan M. Houchton, Jr., as Reseerch Assistant,
with practical susport fron the adnministrative staff of the llental Resesrch
Institute, The vrofessional staff of IRI and colleagues at Stanford and

the Hoover Institition have provided helpful consultation,
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