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Tizis study is concerned with exjploring "non-rational" socio-cultural
factors which, ain acddition to military and jolitical realities, are import-
ant in determininy Chincse Comuunist attitudes about potential foreign in-
vasion anc resisiance to it, as well as their attitudes about foreign
"jmperialism" wore geverally.

The priwmary material for the study consisted of 22 feature films pro-
duced in Comwunist China between 1949 and 1965, Seven of these films focus
sjecificaliy on invaders and resistance, and nost of ithe rest contain re-
levant additionai material. Cther film and written materials have also
been utilized.

lhe nost striking feature of the [iius of invasion is that they regu-
larly center on young women, heroines who are jrominent first as socially
isvlated ana helpless victims of invaders, &nd later, after toughening or-
deals anc the establishment of ties with some Comusmunist group, &s deteruined
lcaders of resistance. This basic and recurrent jattern closely parallels,
as a s;ecial case, a dowinant p:ilterna of the films as a whole - depiction
of the op.ression of women in the "old society" and their liberatiuon in the
"New China." This opiression of wouen is clearly rortrayed as fundamentally
sexual: lorced marriage, seduction under duress, or raje.

Oa coiijarin, these film patterns with the standard and Conuunist vicws
of the traditionil Chinese faiidly, it apjears that the film images of invasion
and resistance rellect or are based on & latent,underiying image of arranged
marriage «nd sexual relaticons, a&s viewad frowm the standpoint of the young
wiie and of the childreu wio identify with her. Cn this view, at rirst the
husbind, aided by jparentusl figures, is on invader of the helpless and isolated
vwife, but later, with the support of her children, the wife is able increcas-
inrly to resist and becowme dominant. At the national level, the parallel
would involve China as the rotherland, the people as her children, and foreig-
ners as the intrusive father, Certain additional evidence, such as Mao's
characterization of his own farily, sujlorts suc interpretation, while on
the other hund, it illuninates certain Jrominent _hinesc attitudes about de-
fense by "assiwilation" of invaders and "pcople's xar,"

Most importantly, this analysis indicates the great significance of
"non-rational" tactors in national attitudes tovard invasion and resistunce,

while also showing that these factors are mnot random but orderly, so that




ii
- they themselves can be studied as a means toward better understanding of

Chinese Comuunist attitudes and probable responses to our own military and
political statements and actions. Since international relaticns involve
interactive behavior, however, such knowledge is valuable only in proportion
to our acyuisition of similar insight into the "non-rational" bases of our
own national attitudes.
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CHINESE COMMUNIST IMAGES OF INVASION AND RESISTANCK

John H. Veakland

Mental Research Institute
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It is plain that the Communist government of the Feople's Republic

!

of China is quite concerned about possible foreign attack - especially
.from the United States, but increasingly from the Soviet Union also ~
and national defe.se. This concern may seem unrealistic from our nat-
ional point of view, even though China is comparatively weak militarily,
we have large forces dejloyed near her territory, and some American
statements about our own defense speak of forestalling anticipated Chin-
ese military threats. This, however, is all the more reason for our
strategzic and political thinking to take account not only of evident
military and political factors but also of socio-cultural factors which,
though less obviously, also may importantly influence the nature of
Chinese fears of attack, and make them more vivid and realistic from the
Chinese point of view. Further, interpretive examination of such fac-
tors, as additional to the historical realities of \estera encroachuents
on China, will aid in understanding the nature and depth of Chinese Com-
munist bitterness and hostility about "imperialism' more broadly - that
is, about Western economic and cultural as well as direct military and
political influence.

Chinese Communist wotion pictures provide an especially valuable
source of information on these matters. Such films of course are in-
struments of propaganda and indoctrination, and correspondingly express
official views. At the some time, in films any particular military or
political views must be presented in terms of artistic images, dramotic
representations of human situations and events - in this instance, es-
pecially representations of conflicts between Chinese and foreigners,
Compared to didactic verbal expositions or slogans, such representations
provide much richer material for examining the underlying and more general
socio-cultural attitudes and unrecognized premiscs of thinking - the basic
lenses shaping Chinese Communist observation and interpretation of the
world - on which any more particular views largely depend. A better
grasp of these underlying factors seems essential both for more adeyuate




understanding of their current military and political views, and for better
estimation of their probable interpretation of and response to any mili-
tary or political actions which we oursclves might contemplate in the
future.

AVAJLABLE RELEVANT MATIRIALS

Some 22 films produced in Communist China between 1949 and 1965 have
been viewed and studied during the total course to date of research on
such films. Seven of these filws, for their main or an important secondary
theie, focus specifically on invaders and Chinese resistance to them. Two

of these (Hua Mu Lan, Women Generals of the Yangz Fawily) are historical

dramas depicting resi.tance to barbarian incursions into North China in

ancient tiwmes. Four films (Dauzhters of China, The Letter Vith Feathers,

Song of Youth, The Zast is Red) portray aspects of the Sino-Japanese war

of the 193C's and 1940's - in Chinese Comnunist terms,>the Anti-Japancse

tar of Resistance.. To these should be added The Red Lantern, a film made

in llong Kong from a Feking stage drama. Only one film has been available
that directly depicts Chinese -~ Vestern fighting. This is Lin Tse-hsu, a
story of the Opium tar of 1839-42 between China and Great Dritain. A
number of films have been made dealing with the Korean iVar; some written
information exists on these, but they have not been available for viewing.
(In their absense, one can proceed by examining the available films -
which after all decal with more direct incursions into Chinese terrjtory -
to sce where this material leads; if it proves generally consistent in
main themes, the lack of certain particular films such as these Korean
ones is probably no serious handicap.)

Furthermore, most of the remaining films of the sample, although they
do not focus on invasion &and national defense as’such, nevertheless appear
to contain waterial relevant to these topics in ways that will described -
only a few filums centering on Chinese internal relations between the Hans
and the '"national minorities" scem largely an exception.

Beyond these films of the basic sample, eight additional films made
in liong Kong under Conununist auspices are of secondary relevance for this
study as jroviding some additional similar material. A number of non-
Comnwunist filus from'Hong Kong and films from Taiwan, some of which are

closely siwilar in subject to certain wmainlend films, have been valuable




for comparative jurposes. In pirticular these films have portrayed somne
relevant thcmes in forms essentially identical to the Communist filwms,
suggesting strongly that basic Chincse cultural attitudes are involved
in or underlie these thcmes.

Although these various films remain the basic source of data used in

this study, they have been supplemented by examination of written materials

on Commwunist China ~ including wmilitary, political, literary, journalistic,

and scientific writings, plus some written accounts of films which were
not available for actual viewing - and by the author's previous background
of work on Chinese culture in general.

INVASION AND RUSISTANCE IN CCOMMUNIST FILMS

“hen one surveys, as a logical starting point, the available films

which directly and explicitly depict Chinese resistance to foreign in-

cursions, two themes at once stand out as appearing repeatedly. One, it

is true, is most readily apparent in a negative sense: The actual onset of

invasion is consjicuous by its absence. The other is immediately visible
in a wore positive form: VWomen are shown as taking a remarkably prominent
and active part in resisting invaders.

In studies of behavior, whatever is recurrent is always apt to be in~
portant, and all the more so when it also seems curious or contradictory,
as do both these thewmes. True, their signilficance is not immediately
evident, but this can be investigated, first by examining their nature
in more detail, and then Ly seeking their interrelations and their re-

lations to other film muterial - so that progressively a view is built up

of the wider filw context, within which the nature and meaning of more jpar-

ticular themes or other features concerning invasion and resistance can
be better secn and unduerstood,

The Absence of Invasion As Such. Although these films are very con-

cerned with invaders of China, they present almost no depiction at al)

of injtial penetrations of Chinese territory, of actual frontier attacks,
The closest approuch to this exists in the two films about resistance to
barbarian invasions of the northern frontiers in ancient times. Evea in
these the scene of action may well be within China, as the reclationship

of bor.ers and battlefields is never quite clear. "Also, the situations
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depicted, tlough vivid, are labeled &s rewote in time, so that these film
scenes mwight be considered as analajsous to old yet vivid mewories. The
more usual - and relatively much closer - situation is that presented in
the Sino-Japanese jar films. ithis is one of the most popular, emphasized,
and persistent topics of the Chinese Communist film makers, rewaining pro-

minent twenty years after the events; The Red Lantern, for example, was

_ “produced in 1365 as one of the last fictional films made before the Great

Cultural Revolution shifted essentially all production to documentaries.
Yet none of the five films on this subject depicts the Japanese invasion
itself; all open with the Japanese already established and settled in
Chinese territory (thouzh in one case also advancing further), and por-
tray the resistance of local people and guerilla ftorces to thew within
China. Even the Opium Yar film, Lin Tse-hsu, although it deces inclule 2
seyuence of a coastal battle between Dritish warships and Chincse shore
batteries, opens with the british already established in positions of
some power in Canton, and closes with scencs of fighting between British
soldiers und the populace, so that again a main emphasis is on Chinese
efforts to cdisplace foreigners, to get them out or under control.

In a wore positive phrasing, then, these [ilws are primarily occupied
with depicting resistance to invaders who are already established within
China rather than with attempts to prevent initial penetration by them.

The l'rominence of lomnen. Yerhaps even more striking than the reuwarka-

ble lack of attention to the onsel of invasion in these filws is the pro-
minence in themn of women as defenders of China and resisters of the in-
vaders. This is probably nost extrernie for the two filwms of Chinese vs.
the "barbarians". In Hua Mu Lan, a film based on a vary old &and well-
known story (whose historical truth is beside the point here), the heroine
Mu Lan goes off Lo the army in male disguise in place of her aging father,
and fights acti#ely, strongly, and skilfully for a dozen years, bLecowming

a rajor factor in eventually deteating the invaders. Yet lWiomen Generals

of the Yany Fawily even surrasses this in its -portruyal of the nilitary

imjortance snd jprowess of women. In this filwm, the mule head of the Yang
fa.ily has been killed fighting against the barbarians in North China. The
Emperor turns to the Yang wowmen for helj in this desjerate situation, and

with the old matriarch of the farily as strategist and the younger women




as active fighters, (“e Yai. women succeed in beating the invaders where
the men had failed.

Such films depicting extrewe military prowess of women of course are
largely dramatic dejictions of fantasies, and indea2d this is conveyed also
by their setting in a renote time and place, and by the fact tﬁat they are
done in a rather formalized and operatic stylec. Yet this does not mean that
such fantasies should be dismissed from serious consideration. Fantacies
often reflect important feelings and thoughts not otherwise readily obser-
vable, and fantasy has long been important in Chinese culturc, if somevhat
neglected by recent students, and there is good evidence that they have
much popular appeal. Chinese Communist films of this type have drawn large
audicnces not only on the mainland but from movie-goers in Hong Kong who
can freely choose awong many available films, and films on this theme of women
warriors are also made in Hong Kong (another version of llua Mu-lan, plus
Come Lrink with Me, The Temple of the Red Lotus, and The Tuvin Swords) and

in Taiwan (Lady General Red Jade). Therefore, the significance and impli-

cations of these fantasies should be investigated.

This choice, indeed, is supported by a look at the group of films
dealing with the Japaaese invasion. JThese films appeer as much more reiclis-
tic than the historical dramas - in style as well as in their lack of super-
human feats of fi hting by women. Nevertheless, they still fecaturs wuaien
very rrominently as herocines leading Chinese resistance to the Japanese

invasion; these women may fi:ht actively (Daughters of China) and their

efforts and deter..ination, if no longer their direct physical jrowess,
consistently remain alwost superhuman.

This image of the imjortance and power of women is remarkable in terus
of almost any probable comparision. It is not what we would exyect frowm
nestern ideas and Western filws, and perhaps even nore striking in the
Chinese context. These heroines fre uently overshadow the heroes. Tiey
are dominant figures in a culture traditionally described &s nale oricnted
and controlled, in which women hed only a lowly place. DMoreover, other
Chinese Communist films themselves place great emphasis on the opjpressed
position of woﬁcn throughout Chinese history, and even in these particular
films of th2 Jajanese dar,thc heroines usually are shown at the oufset

as weak and oppressed, yet they rapidly become invincible in spirit and
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influenticl in action as they take vp the nation's cauxe of resistunce.
These apparent incongruities coen Le rendered more comjrehensible by &
closcer examination of this jparticulur group of filws, centering on the
conditions and process of change through which the heroines become lea-
ders of resistance to the invaders. After that, however, for a gencral
unuerstanding of the significance of these iuwages as proj:cting some busic
Chinese Comuunist ccnceptions about invasion and resistunce it will be
necessary in aduition to survey how tha josition of vowmen is depicted in
the Comnunist filwus as a whole.

The Develojpnient of lleroines of Jlesistance. Three of the f(ive {ilws

depicting anti~Jalanese resistance (Dauzhiters of China, Sonz of Youth, The

Red Lantern) present fairly detailed and complete pictures of the geaesis
of resistance heroines. These accounts are guite censistent in main out-
lines, despite considerable differences in specifie story content. (Of

the tvo rewaining filws, The “ast is Red is priwmarily a pageant of Chinese

Communist history including certain ejisodes about the Sino-Japcnese war,

and The Letter with Feathers focuses on o young boy carrying messages

for the anti-Japancse guerillas,)

In Lauihters of Chinu, the central figure is lu Hisia~chih, a young

villuge women in occuyied hanchuria in the early 1930's. The Japancse

come to force evacuation of her village. lier husband is sick in bed and
helpless,unable to move. Thus she is aliost alonce in the world and soon
she is alone couupletely; the Japanese fire the village and her husband dies
in their hurning house as she is dragged out. She appears almost completely
beatea, but she does manuge to ask il she can join a band of Chinese gueri-
llas who have arrived and destroyed the Japancse in the buraing village.
She is taken into the women's group of the guerillas, encouraged, helped,
and taught how to be a soldier. Gradually she becumes more skilful, stron-
ger, and dctcrained. In this transformation big dSister An, leader of the
wonien's pgroup, is especially inportant. An's husband is also a guerilla;
they work in parallel, but are not shown to;etﬂcr wuch. lie is sent on a
mission to & city, and there is cauzht and executed. 1In return, An asks

to lead the women's group to blow up a bridge. They succeed, but arc
trapped by the Japanese forces. They make a heroic last stand, during

which An is killed and Hu tokes over the leadership, until they all perish,




but later are iwmwortulized in a wonument to thew as heroic daughters of
China.

Sonz of Youth centers around Lin Tao-ching, a young woman of about 20.

The film opens with her atteupting suicide by drowning. She is an orjphan;
her real uwother had been raped and then forced into concubinage by her
father, aftcer wiaich Tao-ching was raised by a stej-wother, who finally tried
to force her into marriage with an older man, a wealthy official. She is
saved from the sca by Yu Yung-tse, a young student at }eking University,

and helped to get a job teaching school, but she is fired when soldiers
fleeing the Japancse advance from Manchuria into North China appear at the
school and she wakes patriotic statements favoring resistance. Yu comes to
the rescue again, taekes her to leiing «n.a warrics her, but he is sihown as
becoiing increasingly romantic and possessive touard her, while also increa-
singly conservative and career-oricnted. In contrast, she wants to be
"independent" and is drown toward the Feking studeants' jpatriotic-revolutionury
strugzles against the Japanese and the Kuonintang, under the iafluence of
Lu Chia-ch'uan, a young Com.sunist leading the students. At one point she
gives hiw shelter frum the rolice while she gocs out to carry a message for
hipm, but Yu returns and orders him out. JLu is cauzht and executed. Tao-
cihing carries on, distributing his Comwunist posters herself, but she is
naively frank &nd careless, as & consegyuence is inforied on by a traitorous
student, and is caught by the sccret police. She is tewjporarily jrotected
by the official, Hu, vho still desires her, but she rejects him, and with
the aid of friends she escspes to the countryside. ‘There she teaches agein
and aids student agents working to organize the peascnts against the landlords.
After an uprising she has to flee back to leiing, but there is again cuuht
by Hu. He tries to get her to pledgze allegiaunce tu the Kuowintang - she is
cool, proud, anu defiant; he makes a pass at her - she blows up, hits him
and screaws "You executioner killer!"™ She is Leaten and thrown in Jail.
There she mects Lin lung, a veteran women Cormunist. this woman instructs
Tao-chinz further in Comi.unist ideas of self-control and deteru.ination.

This iustruction i.cludes a story - actually her own - of a Comuunist hus-
band anu wife jailed tojcther; in jail the husband kejpt apart from the wile
as ruch as possible to sjure and protect her, but both rewained determined
anu active in their vork «nd study, even though he was to be executed souva.
She a#lxo is executed after a time, but Tao-ching sets out of jail and currics

o the vork, joining the Yarty and, in a final scenc, loewding a great jatriotic
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student de.onstration, marching boldly forvard.

The oc¢ Lentern is clearly a major oxauple of contewporary Chinese

Conisunist draisa, althouzh its scene is set in the 1940's; it was rroduced on

stage in Peking in 19v4 and has received much official praise and publicity*,

* B.g., "The Red Lantern - A Lorking-Class pic®, Peking Review No. 48,

Nov. 24, 13937, pp. 36-37. Juotations in thc description are from

this source.

which attributes the Eajor.credit for its production and story emphasecs

to Chiang Ching, »ao Tse-tung's wile., The film version seen was made in

long Rorg, but copied after the original stige rlay. '"The story teils how
three generatioas of the fauily of Li Yu-lho, a railvay worker and underground
Farty meunler, struggled against the Japanesce invaders......The red railvway
lantern serves as the liason signal for the Party's underground workers."

The three generations are not actual biood rclations. "ihey conie from dif-
ferent iawmilies, but in tnis life-and-death siruggle, they are bound tozether
by the closest ties, fighting with one heart and mind." fhe three cihief
protigonists are three wodals of Couv.unist character ane behavior. YUtterly
devoted to the itarty, Li Yu-ho riruly belicves in coumuaisui. lHe tizhts
dauntlessly for the cause of revoliution, and is ready for any sacrifices......
The grondwa ol the play is an iuage of the reveruvticnory wother. Her husband,
Li Yu-ho's teccher during his ajirenticeship, gives his life in the fauwous
1923 Felruary 7 3trike of the railuwey worxers. Since then, Li Yu-ho cares
for her as if she vere his oun nmother. Teupered and cxjerienced in the class
struggle, she is fire, unyielding, cool-headed and unruffled - her charoctler
edds up to the staunchness and steadlastness typical of the proletarian
fighter. [i Tieh-mei is the daughter of &nother comrade wartyred in the

same strike and Li Yu-ho adopts her. She is jresented.....as a suwiftly
maturing suvccessor to the revolutionary cause." This girl appears as

very imjortant, cven though officially Li Yu-ho is claimed to Le the central
fizure of the drewma. The story is concerned with the fawily's efforts to
safe uard a sceret code entrusted to thew by & dying cowrade shot by the
Jajpanese, and to deliver it to the guerillaes in the nearby wountaing, A

traitorous Chinese gives in to Japancse jressure and reveals that Li Yu-lo




has the code. lle is arrested and tortured but defies the Jajanese; moanwhile
the girl, with the old lady's help, minages to hide the code safely outside
the house. 1lhe Japanese commander ccmes and tries to bribe the old lady

to co-ojerate, but she rejects this, and both she and the girl are arrcsted
too. 4dven in jail under threut of death all three stand firi; finally Li
Yu-ho &nd the granduother are executoed - the Japanese leave the girl alive
anc release her, followed by spics, as their only jossible lead to the
hidden code. Now thc whole res,onsibility for delivery of the code is

upon her, but by aow, dcsjite her youth and sex, and although a little
earlier she was careless and aiiwost vetrayed the secret to a traitor, she
is egual to this task. She has undergone "a serics of stern tests - her
adopted father is arrested, her grandmother tells her the fanily's history
(it is only then that she learns that the three generations of the fanily
are not really related by blood)}, she has to uwove the secret code to a new
hiding place under the very noses of the eneny and shce is vith her two dear
ones when they are shot at the execution ground. All this, together vith
the noble exa-.rle of her father &end granduother help to give this 17-ycar old
girl a revolutionary world outlook and tura her into a staunch revolution-
ary fizhter." Cowmfortcd by the sywbolic red lantcran - which she holds

like a baby -~ the zirl enlists the help of her neighbors. Their daughter
dresses in her clothes and decoys the spies away, while Tich-mei slips out,
retrieves the message and meets with an agent of the guerrillas, who has
been waiting nearby disguised as a knife grinder. She is then led off

to sufety in the guerillas!' mountain ciwp in the care of one of thew wlin
wuch resembles Li Yu-tio. 1lhe kniie-grinder and other juerrillas renain
behind, amlush and wire out a Japanese force and the Chinese traitor, then
rejoin thc others on the mountain. The girl gives the message to the
guerrillas's lezder. Then she mnounts a rock, holds up the lintern, and
turns it on again; revolutionary wusic is heard as the drama ends.

In these tiwee filos, althoush there are varictions in stress or cox-
tent of attcntion given to particular asjects, in addition to their sjpecific
content differcnces, the Leroines lergely disjplay a couwon basic pattern
of churacter and situation, which extends throughout tiheir courses of chunge
and develojment. Initially, they all are young, in their lute tecns or
ebrly tuweatics at wost, and rather naive or unworldly as well. 1his holds

despite the fact th:t they alrecdy have ckpcriencod difrficulties in lite,
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ihey are, or soon become, alone in the werlu., Two of the three are orphans -
Li Wich-.ei at first is not aware of this but she soun finds out &nd then
loses even her foster-puerents, while llu Haia-chih loses her husbunu along
with hor whole vitlage. They all rather helplessly suffer ojppression from
others. In all three cases, there is o) ;ression by the Japanese invaders,
and in two of these the Japancse, by killing fawmily rembers, are also res-

punsilile for the heroines' aloneness. In Sonz of Youth, however, the Jajp-

anese are not initially on the scene and Lin Tao-ching's initial statvs as
alone and o, pressed is related mainly to sexual ojLression, first of her
mother and later of herself. All the threce heroines also are joor, but
there is rerarkobly little eirphasis on this in any teris of material de-
privaetion; however, poverly may Le shewn as iuportant in welking the heroine

more suvscejtible to social and sexual opjpression, as in Scn: of Youth, where

the stepmother aims to sell the heroine to the wealthy official; as both
poor and an oryghan, she hus no sujpjort or resources for resistance. finally,
th _se youn, heroines initially ajjcar nmore or less weak and discouraged.
After sucih a beginning comes a trunsitional period. This regularly
begius with sowme kind of initial contuct with the rarty. 1n Lauguters of

China and Son; o1 Youth this ste} is yuite manifest and exyplicit, while in

The Red lantern, the olu lady's revealing ol the fawily history to the girl

for the first time appears lergely equivalent, as a new cognilive conncction,
This step mirks the start of a new social wemlership and new ideatity, Lut
this change is not complete at once. lhere is next a period of tutelage,
especially in ideals or attitudes, &anu sowmetimes in practical technigues
of struggzle, which is caorried on under the jguicance and encouragectient of
one or wore model Party mewbers; #n older woman is always proiwinent in this,
glthough wenh way also be involved. 1In this situalion, the heroinc becones
enthusiastic, but rather lacking in caution and judguent,and perhays some-
what uncertaein in determination. These gualitices are finally also achieved,
however, in the course of pessing throuzh a nuwber of ditficult and threaten-
ing ordeals, until the hercines at last are, in Com.unist teraminology, "steoecl
and teuwpered."”

At this stage, the heroines - finally matured to exhibit a combination
of determination, endurance, judgement and optimism - are accejted as full

wewbers into a Conmmnist group. llere, in this new group, they are no longer
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alone, weak, «nd discouraged, and no longer heiplessly opjressed either by
the Japancse invaders or sexually by men. Instead, &as liberated women, they
go forward to work and fi ht just as the men do, separately perhaps but
eqyually.

The dramas regulerly end at this point, but some projection of the
heroines' future may be gained from a look at the imuges of older Comuunist

women which they present. In both Laughiers of China and Son; of Youtlh,

for exanmple, the heroine has as a chief tutor a sowewhat older, but not aged,
wonian Coumsunist. It is exjlicitly made clear in both instaaces that this
woman is a model for the heroine, and that the heroine becowes her succeczor,
These two wowen also are very alike - they Loth exhitit all the revoluticnory
virtues mentioned above in extireme degree. Also, in the service of the causce,
both exyerience considerable scparation from their husbands, and then lose
thew comnpletely, anmd they thouselves also eventually die in the resistoace

strugzle. The grandwother in The Red Lantern (who is like the matrioarcl in

Lomen Generals of the Yanzg Fanily in many respects) hirdly diifers frow the

women of intermediate age, except for her greater years and the fact thut

with them, if jossible, have coue even greater ordcals - she loses her {oster-
son &s well as her husband-and even greater firmness and strengzth, coupled
with a wmore strategic than active orientuation. No comjaraile old man  ap-
pears in these films.

The pattcrns basic to these filns may be brousht out and cliriiicd
further by re-examinution focusing mors specifically on the family imajes
they project, exjlicitily and implicitly. ‘Tthis particulur focus, indeed,
will be increasingly evident and imjortant throughout the rest of this re-
yort. 1t is su_gested and justified, first, on véry general grounds, bLy
the fact that the family has long been the wost central feature of Chinesc
society, and not only in practical and concretc terms; even more importoent,
the systen of relutioaslhips chiracteristic of the Chinese fanily appeors
a8 a susic source and jervasive rodel for the nature of Chincse thinking
and attitudes about all other mutters as well. In addition, some of the

films studied - wost especially The iled Lantern = overtly and ex; licitly

relate "resistinve to invaders" and "family situation' theies for their

heroines®. lhere are tius substantial grounds for jursuing this line of

¢ It is intcresting to note that a correlation bLetween date of production

and overtness of fawmily thece exists For these three filws, with Daushicrs
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of China the earliest and least explicit and Song of Youth in an inter-

mediale position in both respects, evea though a larger sample would be
necessary to verify and investigate the significance of this apparent relu-

tioaship.,

analysis, including scarching for more covert references to fawily rela-

tionships and their conncctions vith invasion @nd resistance in thcse filnms.
To begin with, we wmay recall again ihat the major point of departurc

in these films of resistance to invaders - the basic situation from which

the rest of the story develops - regulerly involves a young woman vho is

specificaliy depicted as being alone in the world because she has lost

her fawily. In Sonz ol Youth and The Red Lentern the girt is explicitly

an orphan, although in the latter filn she has - though only teujorarily -

acjuircd a foster-family alrsady. In Daushters of Clhina, the heroine's
orizinnl fawily never appears, s she is alrcady marricd and accordingzly

hes woved to her husband's residcuce; thien she loses her husband and vil).se
at the hands of the Japanese,

The several asyects of this initial situation rit togetlier ,uite wecll.
IJn the context of Chinesc society, to e alone is not to be indej2ndent but
to lack the essential social supjort of [lanily relaticns!ips, so that the
elewents of heljlessness, uiscouragemeont anae oppressioa that the heroines
initially displey are ajppropriote to and naturally a.ccupany their basic
social situation. 7Their ycuth, with its concomitant laéck of thut ex-
perience which is scen as imjortant for develojing both judgemznt and tough-
ness, is a seconduary fictor reinforcing these wifliculties.

Further developuments in these filws, as we have secn, arec manifestly
Lised on progressively 1ncreesing involvement with a new social group, the
Cow: unists., dirosugh tihise aftiliation, the youn, and rather lieilfless heroincs
becoize not only strongz jersonally but erfcctive resisters of the invaders
and sce.. Gestined eveiutually to L2coie leaders who will pess on the torch
of resistince to otier younyg wowen as their successors. Given th: general
injortince uf group membdershi,: in Chinecse culture, this develojpuent and
traasformation wokes reusonable scense as presented, yet it is also open
to a further ianterprotation in farily terus. 1n the first place, at an

only slightiy less nanifest level, joining the Cownunists ajpears very like
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joining a new fanily. Not only does this make sense in terss of the fup-
damentel imjortance of the fawmily for Chincse thinking, as mentioned; there
is readily perceptible evidence for this recading in the film material it-
s21f.

This evideuce occurs at several levels. There is the gencral chorac-
terization of the larty groups in all three filus as nurturant, supportive,
educative, well-ordered and harascnious, just as the Chinese family tradi-

tionally was supposed to be. The wonen's brigzde in Pauzhters of China

is like an idealized group of sisteirs-in-law -since they are prescated es
coming from different origins - under the alwuost motherly cire and puidance

of big Sister An, who is paralleled by Lin Hung in Sonj of Youth. .inally,

The Red Lantern makes exjlicit much of the farily interpretation. Ne are

ex].licitly told that the heroine's "fanily", as portrayed initially, al-
ready is not her real fuawily of blood relations, but a Cowwunist "revolut-
ionary fawily". Aﬂd even vhen later this family alse is lost, she goes on
to membership in ausother and larger Comiwunist group, as did the other
heroines. If her first Com.unist group was a "tewily'!, should its succes-
sor be otherwise? 4dny jossible doubt on this point i: settled by the rect
that she is received and conveyed to the guerrilla group by an older win vlo,
even to his railwayman's uaniforun, is alwost a duplicate of her jprevious
Commnunist "father".

Such near-ideatification of rarty membership with Tawily werbership -
whetiier deliberate or, as is more likely, unconscious ~ is very interesting.
Its study, and especially a cowpsrison of the sinilarities and diifereuces
of the Coumunist iriages of larty end fauily membership, should be very re-
levant for better understanding of the specifically Chinese version of Cou-
munisin. i"o1 examnple, the films make the point that despite the grecat cul-
tural e..phasis on the continuity of thz family, family membership may be
lost - there are orjhans. In contrast, the larty is presented as both jor-
vasive and iummortal, so that the security its men.ership brings can never
be lost. Iliere, however, we arc not concerned with the general signiiicance
of the "fawily" coanotations of the rarty - highly imjortant as this is -
but with the uncersisading of Comnunist views about invaders and resistance
more particularly.

In this particular connectiun, we hiave now seen thut these films re-

peatedly begin by relating forcign invasion to a wanifest fowily situition,

e e e e e e e =
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and from this joint ol dcpnrtﬁre pruceed toward a resolution in which re-
sistince to invasion is rel:ited manifestly to Jarty wmenbership - but this
too is preseanted in a form which alrnost begs l'or a "fuwily'" reintergreota-
tion. 1hus the further guestion arises: Are these filws' wanifest inages
even of invasion and resistance also suscejtible to sowe interpretation in
terms of the fanily system end family relationships? There is already scnme
indication that this line of study, which night lead to a deeper and more

unitiry view of these filwms, is worth jpursuing. or exauple, Son: oi Youth

is rather plainly su,gestive alony these lines, since its heroine's oprres-
sion by the Japrnese is coupled vith and paralleled by personal and sexual
oppression in her fendily relationships - first by her ste,wother and fHu,
the bad official, «&nd second by her hushkand, who is lalLeled as jossessive
or intrusive as well as "reactionary'". To provide a bLetter foundation for
pursuin; tiis line of interpretation, hovever, it is valuable next to ex-
amine how Lhe jposition of wonmen - esjecially with respect Lo opjression

and "liberation" - is licted in the Comsunist.filus generally, against

its essential leckzround of the traditioral Chinecse {anily systeis,

WOMAN ANL TDS FAUILY SYSTUEY - TRADITICNLL ANL CCMMUNIST V14§

The custonary picture of '"the Chinese fandly™ is notl hard to give -
indeed, it is rather widely kanown: The Chinesc faiily was a patriarchal,
jeteraalistic, jetrilincal, and patrilocil systen, with special ew huscs
on large housceholds and arran,ed narriage. Ghut is, the fa.ily was headcd
(usually) by the el.est raule member, under whose firi but beanevolent broud
authority the vurious menbers were supposed to live together ia close co-
operation and hurwony, fa..dly naie &nc descent were recioned according
to the wulc line, &nc brides joined this fanily and woved into the husbaud's
home at marriage. Ildeally, altliouzh pot ordinarily, this home would be a
lirge household of wuany geaerctions and branches of the fauily, and even
in practice three-geancration houscholds vwere cotuon, so that usually the
bride entered the home of her parents-in-lavw to live. GShe entered as a
straiger, also, since marriages vere Jrringcd by porents, throﬁgh £0-
betweens, not by the youn; people; indeed, until guite recently the be-
troti:al puir were not supyosca to mcet or even to sce each other until
marrisge.  The major enjhasis of the whole systen, in fact, vwas on pa-ent-
child ratlier than husbhand-wite relationships. Indecd, a wife becawe &

member of her husbind's fanily not just all at once by marriage, but largely




gradually by bearing and reuring children, by becoming the mother of fawily
members.

‘Much of this usual picture is highly iwmgortant - but it is also in-
accurate or inadeyquate in other important ways. Though it may be rejorted
with & realistic flavor, it ‘s actually an ideal and official cultural
image, in two different although interrclated respects. First, its image
of harwony and cooperution veils the considerable anmount of.conflict and
struggle that actually existed in daily fanily life, both within individuals
trying to tive by these standards and between the members. Such difricul-
ties, however, have bcen observed and recorded both by outside observers

and by native writers, as in the farnocus Chinese novel Dream of the Red

Chawber?, long before the Coumunists arrived to criticize the fanily syste:n.,

* Tsao Hsueh-chin, Dream of thc Red Chaiber, transiated by Chi-chen wang,

New York, Twayné, 1906,

Secaod, consistent with the overt rale-superiority eiphasis of Chinese cul-
ture, this pictur: lurgely ra2flects a uwale (and etder) rather than a feciale
(or younger) ;oint of view. At lcast two najor inadeyuacies accompany this,
even though they may seem to be somewhit in contridiction. Cn the one hand,
the ofiicial idea of iwule authoriiy obscures the fact that older wonen were
otten very ;ouwerful in their fauilics. As wives bore childrea (es;ccially
sons) and aged, their josition and influence increased, witile mon noved to-
ward eve.atual retirowcnt frowm activity and resjyousibility. lhus wmaay foudlics
in tact were laergely ruled Ly natricrchael graudwothers. ¢n the other hand,
while the roszition of the young wife his conronly been recognized &s wedk and
difficult - shc vas directly under the authority of her wother-in-law, dif-
ficult rel:tions betucen then were expected, and evea her Lusband was sup)oscd
to sup;ort his wother ruatiier than his wife - there still has becn little
ex;licit concern about how this situation may have apjecared from her point

of view; perhsis her feclings and experience were not supnosed to natter.

In contrast to all this, one clief focus oi Chincse Coumunist attlick

%
4
]
3

on th> truditional fawily systen hos teen the charge that "the feudalistic
fa.ily" involved the opjression of wowmen - and to soune cxtlent, children

also - by nen. This ewphasis is already [found in Cowunist writings in
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the early 1340's,* and is dominant in the new “arriage *aw of ray 1, 1950,°*

* Sce, for exauple, the stories "0Oid Customs" and "llsiao Zrh-hei's Harriage"

in Chao Shu-1i, Rhyies of Li Yu-tsai and Other Stories. Feking, Cultural

I'ress, 1950.

** The Marriage Law of the Jeople's lejublic of China, with exiplanatory

materials. Fexking, iforcign Languages Fress. Oth reprinting, 1959.

one of the first wajor lezgal pronouncceiients of the Communists atter coming
to jower nationally. Articles 1 and 3 of this law present a general of-
ficial statement of past oljression and the new freedom of women:

The feudal marri: e system which is based on arbitrary and couw-
pulsory arrungements and the superiority of wmen over women and ignores
the cliildren's inte¢rest shall bLe &belished.

The New-Dewocratic wmarriage system, which is based on the [Iree
choice of jpariners, on monogany, oh egual rights for both sexes, and
on the protection of the lavful interests of wouen and éhildren, shall
be put into etfect. .

coe

Marriage shall be based on the cotiplete willingness of the two
parties. Neither purty shall use cowjulsion and no third jarty shall

be allowzd to intericre.***

*** qhe ~arriage Lawe.., op. cit., pp. 1-2.

A body of acconjanying commentary - a cowmon featire ot Chinese Com-
munist political education an. propagunda - spells out, expands, and gives
background to the rather abstirect and general statements of the law:

The women ol China have wa: ed a long and courageous struggle to
break the yoke ol the feudul nmarriage systew - a legacy of two thou-
sand years of ojpression of women, of untold tragedy and tcars.

A specisl feature of the feudal marriage systen in China was that
marriages were arbitrarily arran_ed by p.rents and forced on their
chilurena. darriage was a sort of bargain. Girls werc usually be-

trothed in their eoarly childhood by arrangements of their parents
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who would receive mwoney and gifts as & bhetrothal or marriuge present.
Not only was this kind o wmarriage not lree, it was ualso contracted
on the busis of ‘the idea of the superiority of men over women. Many
ueré the victius of this systen; many were the unha;py couples forced
to share the sune roof while their hearts were far apart. This was
one oi the forws of opjression suifered by the whole people, but
women were its sjpecial victimse...

An old Chinese saying like 'A wiie warried is like a pony bought;
I'1ll ride her and whijp her as 1 like' vividly describes the posistion
of women in olu China.  They were not only denied political and eco-
nomic rights and held in servitude but were also stripped of the right
even to manage daily domestic affaris. At home their busbanus could
and did beat thein and curse then, and th2ir pirents were free to in-
sult them with iipunity. ‘The sufterings cndured by luckless daughters-

in-law were proverbial,*

* Teng Ying-chao, '"lreaking the Yoke of tho i‘eudal Marriuge Systew", in

The Marriage Law...,0p. cit., pp. 35-35

The nev. Marriage Law also attempts to derine the new equality ol wolen,
but its terws are 50 general th«t a wnore recent scai-orliicial source jro-
vides & better view of a;proved waritial relatiouships in the new society:

In a socialist country, love betwcen husbenu eénd wife is built
on the identity oi political beliels sne on the founuation of strug-
gling together for the revolutionury cause. ‘Ghe relautionship lLe-
tween husband ane wife is first of ull courcdely relations and the
feelings betueea hu~bond and wife are ,rinmciily revoluticanary sen-
timents., For this resson, a husband should take the attitude of a
revolutionuary cowrade toward his wife. This is reilected in the at-
tiude of regarding onc's wife as a revolutionary comwrade-in-arus
in the comiion struggle in the jolitical s;here, as a class sister s
with whow one labors together in production or work, and as a con-
ranion with whom onc lives tozether at lhome, resyecting and loving
cach other, helping each other, and cncouraging each other in mak-
ing jrosress tojether. Jlhis is the communist standard, wmorally and

ideologicully sjpeuking, by which a revolutionary deals with the

R R ———— -
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question of love, marricze, end Taaily.*

* . hat Attitude Should a Husband Take Toward Ilis wife?!,

Peking, Oct. 14, luvi, Translated in Cormunist China Di

den=-min Jih-pao,

sest 413, 1940,

pp. 139-143.

A look, next, at the veolth of concrete data in the avaialble filw

matericls will serve to coniirm and to fill out this outline of Chinese

Comuunist concejtions about women's Fawily relationships and social posit-

10n.

OFTRES3TON AN LIBSRATION 00 0N IN CHINGS S COLIUNIST FILLS

The seneral position and fate of woiven in society is as prouminent a

topic in the total saun, le of Chinese Comnunist filws «s is the depiction

os heroines of resistence in the limited number oi films focused on in-

vasion and resistaince. In the Comuunist terminology, this whole subject

is usually subsuwed under the rubric "Liberation ol women".

1n adGdition

to being stressed in many other tyjes of Chinese political coms.unicationy

this is a major these in the Comnunist filwms, and is stronzly interrelated

with other major filw theuwes such as "Liberation of Youth",

"The reudalis-

tic Faixily", "Reactionary igure", and "Revolutionary figzures".** Under

** Cf. vecakland, Johan 1., Cninese Joliticid wnd Cultural lheues: A Study of

3

Chinvse Cormnunist i‘ilms. China Luake, California; U.S. Maval Orcénance

Test Station, 1966 (NOTS 1i 402v).

this beading are included jpesitive images of

vorien in the ".ew China" and controsting negative inages of

the freedew and e uality of

their op;res-

sion in the bad old days; both aspects aplrear rclevant to the present concern

with invasion and resistance.

The nature ana jorvasiveness ol certain wajor feuture of this "Liberat-

ion of .owen" thewe way Le conveyed by & briev. statistical

revicw, even

hoish such & viewing necessarily cajhasizes individual features at the ex-

pense oi the generel jattern charscteristic for the theie.

In the 22 lilus

Irow Conwttnist China studicd, woicet were considorably wore jroukinent than

men  (fable 1). In 20 ralis the leading role wias a feudle

onc, azainst
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only 4 riles Loving & wale lead, éne 4 vith jount wmale anu fewale leads ol

fairly similir jrouinence.* (In three films children were featured, ond in

* lhese data of course dejend on the observer's judpment or the relative
iw; ortance ol the charicters in the films, since there is no oflicial
rankinZz of thew. Jlowever, relutive importance is usually rather evident,
and only consiuerable error would significantly effect this co.parison, or 1

the similar judgewental data to follow,

the pageant The Zast is Red there were no imjortant individual characters.)

These uata on jrowinznce are reinforced by ouservations of & nore qualita-
tive kind. women are proidinent not only in (reguency of leading roles, but
also in their intensity - these roles are highly dramciic and enotional, so
that overall it is guite evident that women are of great Jjmportunce in theose
Comnunist [itms (as they arc in liony aong ana Teiwan filis ulso),

taking these 1o leading woken together as & grouj, we wiy survey the
chiricteristics and conditions oi suck film heroines (1aLle 11). Nine of
the 14 are shown as oj;ressed, thouzh soie of thew menoge to better their
lot in the course of the story. wven these striking rigures oa the ;reva-
leiice of o) ressed heroincs wre conservalive, since some films dejicting only
the "New China" aiter the Couwwsunist talkeover are included in the saajle, and
of coursc no vomen would be siown as ojjpressed in this cra.

' All of these opjressed wowrzn are younyg, usually betveen about 16 and 6.
Almost ail arc sowmchow alone, sociclly isol:ited. #ive are sjecifically in-
dicated to be orjhans, ami one is a "soui-or;haa" - a youny zirlt whose woiior
is deod sud whose father is abscat and believed deads 1hree are youvnyg widows.
Yet this matter ol isolition is not so siwjle, becuuse a young dauzhter in
a fuwily may also be o jre-sed - for exa.jle, by a ferced warriage. This
seci.s rather controdictory at first, bul the fitw wateraal itsels also su -
gests Lo lines tovard resolution of this contradiction. PFirst, on: 1.jxht
consider that there is sowo inherent imjlication that a jirl forced into
rarricge ajainst her wisties by her porents is significantly isolated within
her forily, enc souwe filwes make this moanifest by depdicting the jarents as

remote und deif Lo jrotosts by their daughter. Second, the apnrarent op-

josites are cowbined in sceveral filus (e.ge, bBrean of the Red Chaider, Soug -
of Youtn) in widceh the leroine is an orphean but rives ia a foster-fuauily .
——la i )
Al
viich o;,resses her. p
-

At el g 1 SHR A

e e e ———— e




Toe notuere of the opprossion suffcred by the hervoines also is striking
and browdly consisteni. lheir bavsh fiote is not noinly relited to the na-
terial bocivardness, joverty, aud storvation uhicdh bive Leen so preominent
in «merican imiges of China. Some of those heroines -~ by no means all -
are poor, but this ep;ears significant not so wuch in terws of direct hard-
shif «s in naking them more powerless ajzainst oppressive men, who are often
shiown as wealthy and socially poiverful., Moreover, their opjression is not
wuch a matter of that necessory general submission to swnle control that
appears in the foregoing forwal pronocuncewments about "Liberation of women,
althou,h some of these stitencnts come closer to the nurk ia referring Lo
"free choice of partners'" as rejlacing the old systea ol warriages "arbi-
Lrarity erranged by th: jorents and torced on their children", jor the
opyression or wowen which the [ilws so cwjhasize is overwheluingly, and
very ciroectly, sexual ojpjression. This a,pecvs in several reluted forms.
The dejpiction of arranged warricge is freguent, which ajrees with the ei-
fhasis o1 the new harriage Law and acconpanying political statements on the
position of .omen, but in the filws this dericticn is wore intease in tone
ans further eciwjhasized by the acconpanying circunstinces.  Younyg women are
forced into undesired parriinges by their jparents, and often simultancously
seperated frow some young wan they love, for reosuns of jroctical rowmily
advantage. the farily wmoy utilize its autbority, deliberite trickery, or

even physical duress (New Year Sacrifice) te tring about these marriages.

Jn wddition, therc nay be atieipted or succvexsful seduction uader jressure

of noney or authority (bon:: of Youth), and at ihe Lliwmit, direct raje (lae

shite-Taared Gird, Yang dai-wu ono ilsino jai=t=ai), anong the 9 oppressed

heroincs, ouly onc case centers on jhysical hordshii). Six of these women

are dejrived ol their choscn loves, five are forced into unwanted warriages
by various cans, and two are raged (the total exceeds nine since these
fates are not wutually exclusive aa. some heroines sufser two or all three of

thew)*e Finally, on viewing this series as a whole, the idupression is strong

-

Y Althoull furthior evidence scews herdty necessiry, it way be montioned liwat
there are also a nunber of sccondary fewale lewds in these filws, for

vhaow the jpicture of o, pressicn is wuch the sawme.

that opjression oi wonen consi~ts esseatividy of rape, with the other fates,
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. including the arranged narriages, being only modified or semi-rajcs in nature,
The films' depiction ol the o,;ression of nen is a less prominent but
still signiticunt and related thewe, ITn the 22 filus, 6 of eight wmale leads
and 9 of 14 secondary leads are ojpressed. And here again the locus is large-
ly sexual. 1there coutd hardly be the sanme concern aboutl rape, although there
is some counterjart.to this in three instances in which a younz man is forced

or tricked into marriage with an undesired woman (The Family, Lream of the

Red Chamter, Yanz Nai-wu and Haiao Fai-tsai). ‘ihe sironger eupnasis for the

men, however, is on beinz deprived of the beloved vowun (¥ instances - 5
leads «ndg 4 second leads)., jn nzarly all of these cases this hes nothing to
do with any other romantic attachment of the loved one, as might often occur
in American films. Instead, this occurs bLecouse the wan is jowerless to
prevent a girl who loves hiw being taken by or jiven to another wham she does
not love, The opLpressed heroes are aluways young, and evea wien not poor

they have no control of fasily wealth or ia:lucnce, so they caa oaly stind

. by in frustration and despazir, helpiess against ranily authority or the
evil designs of rich wnd povertul lanalords or ofsicials. "This picture ob-
: viously fits in with and reiniorces the view of oppression of wonen as runda-

wentally sexual in its conception.

|

. But what of the ftilus's ;reseuntation of wowmen vho are not opjresscd?

——

Of these we nay distinzuish three types, although there is some overlaj;ing

e

and oae fundar.cntal siwmilarity aimong tiivwe e have alyeady had a view of

-

one type, the women warriors, aud sowe view of the liberation of those wonen

who are priwcrily heroines od resistance. therc ure also other exenjles of

[t

liberated wonen, howzver, even though iiberation is less coic.on than op-

jression*, ihese other liberated women are engaged mainly in socially

b

* If the "0ld China" filums are eliundnated frow the tolal sawjle there re-
main 5 films of trinsitional periods, 3 fitus concerned with 0ld China

in part zad New China in part, and 3 tiins depicting New China excivsively.
1 ' N 3 A

B B T S

In these there appear in leading roles O liborated wvomen, plus 5 liberated

wuheil as secondary leads.

constructive activitics of ditfferent sorts - as students, teachers, doctors,

and workers on construction projects. Tfhat is, these wowrn study and vork

. R e e ————— et - e e e o e e e e
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lile wen, just as ithe resistance heroines ii ht like men. shey uay be sin-
Zle or married, but, ju-t like the senior resistince vwenien, if narried their
work conies first and they are shoun s having rather little contuct with

their bhusbands. ior c¢xanjle, in Sinzin: Above the ieservoir, the heroine

and hero & e both engeged in heldping build the great Hing Tombs Reservoir;
they are nmarried on the job site, and irmediately thercatfter they go off
to work on the nicdnight shifts of the wen's ond women's brigades. also,
very interestingly, although the feudalistic fawily no longer exists to
force arran,ed rarricages, and the new heroines are supposedly free to weke
their own choices, these films rejeatedly shos the Farty taking a helpful
hand in arranging their narriages.

thile a few ridule-azed wives wiio seei. to Lo reluctaatly following
their husbinds!' lead in arranging umwanted narricges for the daughters ap-
rear, licy are not ot wmuch inportance in the filus. 7The older vonen vho arce
jrocinent in a few filws are consistently pouvericl rather thin ojpprossced,
but this may be good or bad, accordang to the circuwastainces. sdadthouzh thoere
are some mixed ca-c¢s, ordinarily their inlluence is evil - opjressive of

yeunger woten - in faindly contexte, vhere thiey ¢ jcor esjeciully as steps

mothers or wmothers-in-lav (dhe Janaly, ireow of the sled Uhanier, The .hite-

Lalred

iiri), while in a wider social context - ior exa.jle, the old watri-

arch as arwy ccouwender in Loui2a Geasrals oi the Yans swnly - thedr in-

filueuce usually is ;ositive.

ahis ajjears bro.cly coun-istent vith the tulii of thie other nuterial on
ojpression anc¢ liberetion of wowmen, énd this naterial vay now be suramed up
geaerally as feoiiows: In the personal sphere of laitily aud esjeciclly sc-
xval relstions, young vomen arce regularly depicted as weal and oppressed by
menyvho sometinmes are aided by older weimen., In yoint-by=-;oint contrast
“o this, vomen sepiurated frow the civeet fawily and sexual sphere by their
social affilictions and activities, or by sfue, are nol op;resscd or wecak.
They Junctica strongly in souic sphere of sociol asction, in the context of
sows wider, non-bioloicul sociual group - an arcy, the larty, a work toeeu -
in jeraliel with "good" nen, ond often ja adfective op;osition to "bad!
meng I som> filus, 1n fict, o single herosne cisplays this conirast of
siberces on! finctioning. Avong the filws of invision ana resistance, in

Son: of Youth Lin lao-ching is cocl an: stren, when feced with Hu as police

officiat tut turns ratber hystericerl in her delicnce of hir as an @aiorovs




wman, while Lua Mu-ian is assurcd and adelt as & soldier, but flustered in
situations where love and marriage is involved. The same holds in the

filus focused on other topics. Liang Shan-,.o and Chu Ying-tai presents the

only exauple of "liberation” in the 0ld China filws, as the nheroine Ying-tal
manzges to pet her lanily to let her gzo to school disguised as a wan, yet she
becomes nearly helpless vhen matters of fove arise. The heroine in 7The

white-baired Girl is quite helpless in resisting rape by an evil landlord,

but displays great endurance and determination wien rocused on survival and
revenge.
INVASION ANi RUSISTARZS - A FaN1LY VILWING

It is now possible to outline a unified overall interpretation of the
filws' imcyes of invasion «nd resistance in fauily terms, The resulving
view initially way appear somewhit strange, since this is both an unusual
apjro:ch to this topic anu some of its specific points difier warkedly from
our ordinary ex;ectitions about family relationships. This iine of inter-
pretation, howover, is buased on broad psychological and anthropoloezical
findings that concelts and attitudes of the most varied kind and scope nuy
be related to childhood and fuwily exjericnce, as well as on the marke
Chinese cuitural tendency to view all matters in teriss ol fawmily situationsg
and relatiousnhips. In wmany instances Lhis is conscious ind ex; licit - e.;.,
the coumwon Chinese saying "ihe country is like a big family'" - but the saue
rrocess is discernably ojerative at deejer and less conscicus levels. liore-
over, this jorticulir interjretetion is internally coherent, is ccasistent
with thc ruin jpoints of the three sets of deta surveyed, inciuding some that
previously sceued puzzling, ana cein also be related to sows signiticent his-
torical Chiunese attitudes aboul 1avesion gnd resistance, as will Le scen.

Up to this joint, our analysis has mainly woved frouw sjecific vati to-
ward rel.ted tore penieral characterization-. Now, 1in order to jreseat vic
geacral inter;retotion wost cleardy, this oruer will be reversed; the i jor
joints 10 the anter;rz2totion will be stated teiore thedr relotoed idlusire-
tive or suj,ortive cdatu. 1In wecordunce with the way in whiceti the filus atout
anvasion &nd resistonce coater around yovungz heroines, the interprot:tion wild
be pri.arify 1a teres of a youny womca's viewyoint - how situoticens ng
events nizhi Lo exiericnced end anterredsted, unconsciously as well as con-
sciously, by, ¢« younp Uhinege wonon or, very injortently, also Ly inayone icca-

tifying with this jousition.
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dhe rfuadaented ravly anage of anvesion scows relotivedy plain ana evie
donl:  lie besic node! Foer idess and atiitudes aboul toreign invasion of Thinag,
the wotnor country, is ~c.uel invasion of & youny voinn by her husbangd ia
the initi:l stages of an unwanted marriage;perental figures wmay bhe important
in enforcing this situation.

‘ihe tilws jrovide wuch relevant «uad rether specific evideace for . tiis.
As ve Lave ceecn, in them invesion is clo-ely releted to th» opjression of
wome:l.,  Jthese two thewmes not oaly @re rejpeatedly jresented in very siuilar
terms - Lhe heroines ot resistence & pear like & special cece within the
more juac2ral rpattorn for o,jrossed women - but at tiwes, as in Song of Youih,
ojpression aad invaesion by fored jaers asded by Chianese traitors are closcly
intervovea. 1his op;ression 1. cleeriy jresceatod as sexusl in acter2 - an
"invasion" ol a woman's jerson. {his sort of invision is not condined to
extra-rarital sexaul situations but, at leest in the vonwcunist view (opa jer-
ha;s not canly tloere), is closely releted to marriege anc the foewily.  Inde:d,
this shoulu not ¢ sur.rising., 1In the traditioaal chinese fawily systou,
while the vile is & siranger in teras of the usuai view, from her viewjpoaut
the "roality" is the other way around:  <lthough the youny wife is «lone,
lergely cut off from her oun fawmily in circuwstacces vwhich ney eassily ap:eér
as desertion by theuw, to her the husbond ond hic Lo ily ere strangers anc ine
‘truders into her jerson and indeed, inito her whole woy of life, ohe is on
eusy ;rey to oppression, subjeet both to sexual dewands and to fadily dutics
wind controls which jroLebly scen hirsh and wunjustified - esjecially since
the Lride's situntion is &3t to re:rezent an airupt change frow the ;rotec-
tive cad vnucuw: ading treatuent troditionnlly su;;esed to be fccorded youn,
Chinscse givts in theoir ovn fauilies. In this situation - which she caannot
control either by naive sicilicity or lLysterical “Lehwvior - rightecus in-
dignetion, hedples: ra_e and Je¢;ression are cxjectable cousec,uences, just as
they are &lso depicted as reacticens to foereijn invesion,

In addition, this view is Luitle consistent with genoral psychologzicsd)
rindings thaot sox noy often be conceived as cggressive cad dntrusive, and
more sjecifically with the use of sueh teris as "eaticewent" and "reje'" in

Cortuinist waran = csainst Arerican Miv;orialist' influcences on Chinad?

* Clited ann Gdaseussed ia a daticreat bait reloted context in semiilend, Jehn

Loy "Couily Twaery in a bassa e by coo doe=vun"y world jolitics v,

35/=307 (1use).
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the bisic fawily imege for resistouce to foreign invaders, although
more corjlex and lecs clear than that for invesion, siuilacly appears
closely related to the liter stuges of warriuge, in which the initially
helpless mother becunies ;rogressively stronger and eventuatiy dowinant in
the fawily, while the father incrcasingly is extruded or absorbed by her -
and by her children.

Information on the troditional facily is certainly congruent with this
interyretation. Althoush the standard fa.ily deseription of course stresses
the armportance of the ftather's formal position and power, it is guite evi-
dent that &s a youny wife survives the ordeals of sex, fawily control, anu
childbirth (clearly presented as an ordcal in Yhinese filws) she becomes
tougher and stronger, and her josition changes and iwyroves over time. oShe
may melke cormon causc, to sowe extent, vith her sisters-in-law or othor
Junior fauily mcmbers.. Certainly as a wother of fawily members - and evea-
tually & grandwmother - she wore than becomes & member of the fauily; bio-
lojically and cuotionally the fawily incrcasingly cemes to belong to and.
center around her, jerhajps literally in spite of olficial jatriorcly &nd
patrilincality. Also sexual dewands on her arc apt to decrease, osjpecially
since the scxual reliationship of Chiaese husband end wife is conccived
primarily as a wmeans of procreation to continuce the fawily, and us she
ages therr relationship is ajt to become wore a vorking :artacershij. ithis
chauge is likely to involve sowc greoater distuance - thit is, the husband's
work is apt to tike him, jhysically o1 functionally, out o: the houschold
srhere, wiich beloags to women. snd eventvaily, if the busbona survives,
he witndrows into retirceieut, while the vife, as fenily matricrch, sccis as
duratle and eternal &s China herscli.

The related filw meterial is somevhat complexs It ol ccurse is hardly
reuariavle, sivea the Comiunists' concern with sweejing attaci on '"the
feu.alistic Jardly” as o;;ressing wewen, abd their geaeral jositive orien-
tation to youtih, that these [ilms do notl cenjhisize the iuprovement of the
troditionat wife's jousition &s she ages. Yel even so, as we have noted,

they give sone dejictions od the greater jover of older women.® )oreover,

* 1t 1s also yquite jossible thit even the Comvunists, although olliciully
Ieranistes, are anhivalont alout the oxtent of Chinese wothers' real fanily
and e:.otional jouver ond unconsciously vould like this reduced, even as

the foruwl positicn of if woewen js roiscd,




even tueir preferred iwage of Jiberetion of vonen from oppression, which
stresses the attainment of weistership in a wider social groul: focused on
constructive social rither than sexual activity, still has fauily connot-
ations. Un the onc hind we have just scen that os o wife aged her fomily
life itsell developed away from dircet jersonal and sexual concerns toward,
as a sister-in-lav wna @ wother, prectical codperativc L.Siks in a wider
group eavironment - cven ir this Jgrouy was the larger teisily. On the other,
the film exanjles of oider liberated wonen consistently show thewm involved,
&s leaders, in clder sister or maternal kinds ol rolces.

1his merital-family anterpretation also holis neke corerent and uncer-
standable sowe dnitially juzzlaing e¢sjecis ol the filwm imneges of dinvasion
and resistance.  wSsentially, it jroposes that the iilms' underlying view-
joint is thit ol & young child, enoticnally ident.fied with wother, seeing
the family and the country in parallel teruws: China as the wswithertand is
equiated with wother, anz corres;ondingly though less ohviously, "Ythe jeople
are egquatod with her chilouren. ¢n tiis bisis, the rilus' concentretion
oa woien is quite netural, as is the siriwing dual jresentation or vomen s
O} ; TUsSCU &lU Wedih, il &8 perolc wouiriors; there are wony indications that
youn:z vhines > brices do feel Lhreatencd and heljless in cuvtionale-scexuci
situations, Lul vith age end 1 rore prictical or wonijuictive struggles
tiey are strong. ‘fhe extrewe depictions of wouon worriors of course stiil
arce leatasices, but undersyoadable as exogserated projections of mothar's
pover @s scen frow a child's position. lhis projectiocn jrovubly includes
a considerable clonont or vishiul thinking thet the mother cién be an ou-
nipotent jrotector oi the child - against the rather stern ard raoote fi-
gurc of the Chincesc fither, as well &s against any wore general pressures
of the fawily and the outer world. 1nis, indced,.nould ex; lain why rilwms
that siuow vomen fizhters as &ven superior to wen appeal not just to women,
who ci/n ddentify direcctly with such pover, but alsc 1o men - emotionaliy
thiey could find this irotectaive and reossuring.

It sight even be sug_estea that the curilous abscace of scenes of actual
initial anv.s.on in the films is consonant with this tine of interprztetion.
ror the tride, varri.ge and the initial invasion of her person occur very
ra;ldly, witn tittle jreporation or recistance jossible at all - perisags
almost like a trauwatic shock whicl is hardly accessible to nemory. ihe

subse uent events - continuing fanily pressures  of sex and control, and
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the Leginnings ol resistance agedast thow = are perhiajs mwore significant
for the wile, and csjeciully tor her childrea. dhey,aiter all, are not
initially preseaty they can only sturt to view this scene guite some Lliwme
after the initiag"invasiuvn" has occurred.
th¢re 1is also soie rather direvct cvidence for one basic aspect of the
preceding interretation, natiely Chincse Comwnmunist identification of child-
ren with wother against father, «lthough this evideuce does not reter to
invasion s; eacifically. « writer aligned with the Comuwunists stiates that
ihere 1s a «.« threwed vhich con be traced through the lives of the
intcllectuals who have joinced the Coummunists or broken frowm old feude
triditions into revolutionaiy activity - this struggle betuwcen fother
and son ... anud the calizhtened attitude of the wother vho souzht for
her child's right to self-determination.
tao Tse-tung was constantly at war vwith his petty-beurgeois father
and 1t vwas alvways his wmother wio delended him and ¢ided his searci for
new culture and knowledie. Chou dn-lai s;pecaxs in plowing teriss of the
enlightened liberulism of hiz step-woiher ... vho eacourajged him to
read books of many kinds, even revolutlicnary tracts, instecd of ikeeran

his nose to the old clissics as his father dewsanded.®

* Meang Tsiun_, "lierald of & New China', 2an iang Ling, Qur Children ond
(thers, iiong hony, 1ud7.
M20 hiusell is quoted in very siwmlilar vein: '

Ny wother was & Kinug womuan, generous and symjpathetic, and ever
ready to shire wnat shc hid. OShe pitied the puor and often gave thewn
rice when tney come to ask for it during fﬂmines. but she could not do
o when ny father was resent. Jle disajproved of charity. we had nany
quarrels in the home over this gyuestion.

ihere vwerce two "jorties" in the fa.ily. Ore was wy fother, the
Rulin; Jower. Jbe {p;0sition was mede uj ol wysclf, my wother, ny

brother, anu sowmctines even the laborer.**

** Snov, dger, Ged Ster Cver Ching, Now Yorw, 1uss, p. 113,

In fact, despite tie ofticial evpnasis on the father's iwportince in China 3
’ i 1 ] ' v




Cb e s e

even oulfive ol Louwualsn relatod accounts oi the wnoither's injortonce
are civen for reny outstonding Chinese, [rom vonfucius anha Mencius to
Dr. iiu <hih.

certain Lrood historical er hasces in Chinese approaches to invasion
and resistaace also Fiv ane aj;car clariried by this interpretative frowe-
worik, China hos loung atteapted Lo‘mainiain a posture of considerible sc-
jarateness Jrom cavireniag states. 1L toreignsrs ceould net be kept out
alto_ctier, then their jresence should ot least be bounded by forasl rules
ol snizractacn or limited dn extent, or both. dhe roans ciployed have
variecd vwisely, according to the pover anu relotive fricndliness or ag-
sressiveness of ciiicr stoies, [row the csteitishurnt ¢i tribute wi1ssions
to setl.ng up of resirictea foreign caciaves to, s an uittiuate, the buifd-
ing of the Great Lall. bilidlaeray, the film heroines regularly try to
Keep the nea at o yistonce or licit and regulaic contoct wits thenm, sone-
trnes wesperately malintoiniag and attenpling to invoke situnuards of courtl-
eous belwavior even &s raje 1s injending.

Lut in both contexis, thase detensive weousures to jrevent intrusion
ofteu lail-indeed, if (irrrcge is vo largely ¢ nated vith 1avesioen, such
failure scews lorsordained at the inver;ersouncl level anag wore jrotuble
eve. &l the other, Tnca Jhie [ vobilew becoucs that of headian, @n intruder
vho hies successtully jencirated the barriers, and here too thore arce
siguiflcent jera lals, At this josnt, one con Levdly recull the Chinesie
view that succesaful dinveders, evea & ;areat con,uverers, will eventua®ly

be acsiuvilited and abrorbed by the Chinese, vithout considéering itls sivd-

larity to the way tue wowrcay o arcatly succos=fully iavaded by the wan,

cventually toékes over oo e wother of the Lowily. »~ndy thou,h this ncods
further conzideration, cven Hoo's visior of "peoplo's war” secas relatabie
to the old "ussinidldition"” id-u threuvgh this fonily viewing: 'Ihe iavading
eacwy jprolobly cen not be rejulsed at the Urenticer, but he will be draewn

in furtier ond Jurtber, lacting any local sujport aau herrassed by elusive
if inferaor lorcesn, his oun woa,ors toen over ang turned o ainst hiwm, ut-
ti) fanally he is exhausted ana subaer - cd by "the jecrle'. the wore in-
trusive laiher is, the sore rescutiul ciildren witl he ercate aad, loyal

to coither Cling, tley vwil) eveutially ovevehelnm hiw,




COLJLUSYILN = LIFLIC TIONS AN CrUTYIGHS

Finally, vhut may Lo sald about the valuce ang usetulness of the loire-
going analysis of Chincsce Cotimunist. film imazes ol invesion and resistance -
and what cautions or linitations must be borne in mind conceraing such eval-
uation and use?

This study has been based on ¢) =¢ exawination ol detailed concrete
data, but its analytic aj.proach, and corresjondingly its main contiribui-
ions, are quite broad. Two jpolar yet closely related gencral conclusions
ajppear not only most significant thecretically but jotentially a2lso of
most practicul "ingcrtonce, On ihe one hund, the kind and extent of fomily
inagery we have found to be involved in the filws indicates clearly that
"noen-rational’ elements are strong and pervasive in Chincse Cowiunist vievs
of invasions &nd resistance - both for the way situations are perceived
and¢ for the feelings associcted with thew. In relation to our ouwn naticud)
standjoint, this is a clear and general warning that to analyze or predact
Chinese interactionai bLehavior only in terms ol rautional, practical con-
sideration of "the lacts" of situations - as we sce all these maltors -
is certain to result in inaccurate anc misleading conclusions about Chin-
ese j:rcejptions, attitudes, and rcactions.

On the other hind, ithc study equally indicates that this jugortance
of these "nmoa-rational" factors does not make understanding ond prediction
of Chinese &attitudes and recaclions a hopeless tasik, but rather the con-
trary. ‘“The lrawily fictors pow scen as so nuch involved in their vicuwang
of invasion anu resisztence ere "non-rational" by certain stunderds, yct
they cliarly exhibit their own Lasic regulerities and order. Taus, they
necd not be ijgnored as hbeyond understanding; insteod, they way be taken
account of jositively as a means toward better understanding of Chinose
ideas and actions concerning international relations, and thus townrd
more elfecctive action in furtherance of our own national aius,

In fiet tlis study olrceody jrovides, or leads toward, several fur-
ther steps in such jositive utaldization of these recognired "non-rationet”
factors. [or eanr;le, when the pervasive sexual-fawily basis ol Chinesc
idecas and feclins about invasion is kept in mind, the oftea extreuwe Cou-
munist Chincse sensitivity to and distrust ofF loreiyn influence of the

most varied kinds, ind cven of apjarcntly manor extent - not just najor
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lltitiry or jpolitical pressures - s Lode wuch wore couprehensibles  Sindlar
considerations belp ex; lain the fect ~ ofien s0 pusziing Lo Americons -

that foreign "good intentions!" thersclves way be suspect o1 threateniny to
the Chincse. 1f "good intcantions'are responded Lo positavely, they are apt
to lewd o to an undesdrced derce of involvenent, which may be felt as in-
trusion, Jjust as ovccwrred Lotveen the lieroine one her rescucr-husband in

Son; ol Yeutn. (i tiic side of resistance Lo invidaers, ve hive already

noted how s0L2 wLjor Chincse coacellions ebout national detensze are illu-
winated by secrng their jarallelisa with "revastance' in the tanily.

Analysis at sucn wrowed generael levels is privery, both in juportance
and in terws of the logical progression of rescoarch,  Using such geouneral
cualysis (s a ncecessiry loundetiovn, tiou,h, wore detarled stuly could te
nide  of jarticular historical cases of Chianese internctional attitudes and
behavior, and to a wev: Liwited extent, even of potentiad luture situstions,
ihis, heucover, uculd reoguire, and deserves, extensive scperete study. It
is beyond the scope of the present study, vhich wust now Le coacluded vith
sotie vords of couticn whout bLoulh its general apjreach Lo Chinese Conrunist
vicews an invesion and cefense ond ils wore shecisic findings. lrociscly
becatse these arc believed to be of basie sigaificaace, their liditations
should be rccognized.

In the rirst jlace, altnough this view 1s consicered a Fencaiental one,
it i~ not a totel vacew. 1t is neithier weant nor clalrcd lo tie atientiea
to wilitary and politicald Tactors unaccessaly. natoer, it uiss Lo outling
a relevent brocoer contoat o the cunsideration ol such titors or, 1n
vliterent terns, to jpoint out oiliher lactors that witl intiucenrce whrt the
Chincs~c thoiselves will select as tne relevany facts about situvatlions con-
cernin, invasioit ond resistance and houw they will interpret and react to theoc.

It wust aleo be recognizad that this <ind of aunalysis of pgencral atti-
tudes and concejtions 1nitially st dnvoelve sonz stejping back, avay frown
atiewpts at s ecific predictions aboul partaculor inuediate situations, on
which specific tilitary or political decisions often must somehow be wade.
Nevertncless, © valia conceg tion of the general factors and relationships
relevant to & class of particular situetions is still o value for predict-
ions = oy litdtaing cad outbining the main factors and alternatives, it caon
sigail acaatly nerron the raage withain which judgmeat intormed by porsonal

ex;ericnce nust  srap; le with recoining uncertainties,
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The present study is npot oabausiave even in teres of its own line
oi ajproach, and scu2 vore sjecific aspeets, who~e further study could
narrow its raage ol jporoedictive uncertainty, con et least be pointed out
here. 7There are jossibrlities ef iadividuwal or group veriants within the
broad and jresuwably comwonly-shored iwmages ol invasion and resistance
described here.  fhese have not been spocitically investiijated, but such
variations, as betuecen men ana wowen, or leaders and led (particularly
variants held by wajor indiviadual wecrsion-iakers) obviously could be
practically iwjortant, Jlso, 1t is kaown that Chinese behavior is often
characterized by strong divasion and dirterence between the levei of under-
lying personal vieuws and thav ot oilicial 1deas and overt pehavior regulaoted
by wore dorical cultural standards, so that the jrobable releticas between
Lesic luiiges ana actual behavior are anot singae to estinate.  wven in toe
filw 1wages theuselves, there way be some displacewent of ewphesis - for
exar ple, the relitive dnjportunce of husband vs. mother-in-law s 0O]}pICs: o
way not be just as 1t ojprars on tne suriace - and the possibiliiy of awu-
Lbivalent feelings, cven about scxual invasion, has not becn thoroughly
ex;lorcd. It is also not well 2siablished how wuch invasion is literatly
eyuated with sex, or how much the lwrage of sexual invasion iteedil uay for
the Chinese be @ wetajhor for ithe intrusive, disrupuive asject ol aay cledse
yersonal inveolverent., Again, this study has {ocused on & Faally inage of
Chaina és the watera:! figure., There is aigyle evidence tor this &s the sig-
niricent didentstication in the context of attitudes toursd invasion an!
resistaace, but tins adentirication is not an exclusive one, and its 1..itls
arc not cleerly established in relation to jossible alternctive identaia-
cition- - for exan;le, it is haown thuat in rotercace to coojerative intor-
national relations, Chincse ray view the nation in terws of a brothoer-
hood 1odel - c.y5., asn thz "younge» brother'" of the sSoviet Union in the days

of Iricadly adtiance,®

* senkland, Joan L. Mendnose Soninly Jeages in Interaantional Afrears', pro,

4sl-dlo, An e Lecd Gl Rl Detraux (Eds.) , The Study of Culture at o

Listaace, Ciidcea o: Laiversity of Chicago .ress, J3o3.
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3.

Lasty ond Lie no-t eruciod caution, ve nust always recidl that this
analygis at ro=t can jresent only hall of the» reievant piciure.  lhat i,
it studics only & cruciral tosis of Chinese interactiond! atiitudes - ceriain
"fawdly"” vieus clalied as cleracteristic bul not ncecessarily unique for
Couwramaist China. sAwericen attitudes cnd their bases have not Loen ewaminod

kerc at ali, and there is every reason to exrect that "non-rational" Lascs

exist also for some of our owa wost strongly hetld views. In any society,

ihis 18 the nature of truth « Jarzely a wotter eof self-fuliilling projhe-
cies anu jpro;o.ations derived iron unoneiined énd unconscilous jrovisoes.

It has bren su,gested, ior 1nstance, ithatl smerican interuational behavior
1 1

[ERSY
often scer s bosicd ol 80w 1¢va, hot of beiny rapcd, but of saving an in-
nocent roreign nation irow this fate. Lojicelly, a foreigo interveation
caninol Le bolh roje aond precervotion irow rape - pol vicewjpoints can difler.
Unless we bear in mand that tuo "logics" of cjual awportance are involvoed
in any inveraction, jersoant or netional, it wmight even Le nore nisloading
to study the ;rewiscs of uhinese benavior alone  than just te act naively

according -to our oun,
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