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SUMiAHY 

This report aims to clarify the "Thought of Pao Tse-tung" propaganda 

movement specificallyt and in relation to this case study to clarify nnd 

contrast misleading versus productive apjrouchos to •oliticnl communica- 

tions more generally.  In both instance, this work is pitched at a broad 

level, since details are more apt to bo con'using than enlightening unless 

set in an appropriate overull framework. 7or similar reasons, this is not 

a work of "content analysis" as such, but an examination of content and 

contexts in interrelation. 

Mao's writings and speeches have of course been very important in 

Chinese Conuunism since the 1930'a, at first mainly as strategic guides 

to political and military problems, "conbining the universal truth of 

Marxism-Leninism with the concreto practice of the Chineso lievoluti.;n". 

Dy tlio late lego's and especially tho early ld'oC-'s, however, although tiao 

himself was snyinj much les.s, a great movement to promote study of his 

works and their ajj-lication to all sorts of practical - and particularly 

technical «• problems was on.  In tho last two years the promotion of >ao's 

thought| and of Mao himself, has become yet more intensive and extensive, 

while simultaneously more and more abstract, stereotyped and repetitive. 

i'Tom its very scope, this propaganda movement must bo important to 

China's Communist leaders, and therefore to us.  Our usual reaction, however, 

is to dis;.iif  it as aosurd and irrational without real examination, while 

other Chin se Coi.nuuni.st statements are taK.cn at "face vaiue." 

This report proposes that this set or alternatives is necessarily 

misleading, as alien to the general nature of communication and its in- 

terpretation, and states a set of principles 01 approach for more adequate 

analysiä of political messages. These principles involve 1) Viewing com- 

municative data explicitly as messages of a sender, 2) maintenance of a 

positive viewjoint which seeks sense and order, 3) holistic viewing, 4) 

concentration on the basic original data, and 5) considering messages in 

relation to all significant contexts. 

The geaeral nature and significance of the "Thought of !:«o" movement 

.is analysed, in lino with those principles, b^ dividing it into three 

sti ^es and for each examining jointly Mao's own output and Ids jositiou, 

tho statements ahout these put forth by tho Chinese Communists, and tho 

prevailing Chinese political context, intornally and externally.  Tha 
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long first phase occurred in the context of struggling for national j ower 

and reconstruction v.hile looking up to tho Soviet Union; Mao was his own 

spokesman about strategic jToUeins of tho revolution, in ten.« rather im« 

mediately co.ii.rohe.-isjble Localise the wet'ns-ends relationships are familiar, 

despite our disagreement with Mao's particular goals, Th» socond phase, 

occurring in the political context of Chinese dispute« with the Soviet 

Union and associated necessary political and economic self-reliance, init- 

ially appears most confusing, since the movonunt focuses on technical pro- 

lenis - major interest of ourselves - but I'.ao's thought apj.ears irrelevant 

as itself very non-technical* this troublesome contradiction is largely 

resolvable by noting that the relevance actually claimed by tho Chinese 

is psychological - a mutter of morale - und that this is significant 

for technical innovation and development even in the s'.est, and more so in 

tho Chinese cultural context. Luring tho third ^hase t..ere have been 

major fictional struggles in Communist China, yet rivalry with tho Soviet 

Union world Communist leadership. In this context the claims of the move- 

ment for fiao's greatness and the power of his thought, which "Lights the 

".»hole „orld" as a touchstone for poltical rightness and success, hove 

been so extreme yet pbstrrct and content-less, that they apj ear fantastic 

rather than contradictory and puzzling. Yot even these claims are large- 

ly understandable if viewed in a religious liglt, which is justified by 

their forui and by the Chinese cultural context. Chinese social ideology 

traditionally !u>s been rather religious in tone and function, with the 

Chinese ruler an object of ^uais-religious veneration, rmd potentially 

a source of strength through national Identification. 

fhe overall movement also exhibits a discernable pattern of develop- 

ment. As hBO  hos gro^n in power and josition - but. corresj ondingly in 

isolation - the main emihosis on "iha Thought of f»ao" has changed from 

pragmatic to psychological to ideological-religious. This developmental 

pattern has direct historical parallels in previous successful Chinese 

rebellion», and also fundamental if less immediate parallels in the 

succession of roles within the traditional Chinese family, 

These parallels also aid in estimating present realities and future 

prospects for Kao and Chinese Communism. In association with tho un- 

precedented intensity of current propaganda, a« against its moro tradit- 

ional content, they suggoat that Mao, though constantly labeled as the 

~H.i. 
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"great toucher, great leader, ^rttit supreme compandor end groat helmsman", 

probably functions considerably as tho "great figurehead". Yet we should 

not unduly Anticipate major changes on this account. Much of this study 

confirms the basic Chinesoness of even Chino.se Conuounis:.., including a 

traditional system of political roles.  Figureheads also can be of great 

importance in this »y«tem, and even if V.tio  falls or dies, the next leader, 

as a Chinese i.cvinj into the same position, should axjectably act more 

tho same than different. 
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Johit H. »eakland 
Mental Research institute 

I - iNYrtODUCTIQN 

The specific and immediate purpose of this report is to walte Chinese 

CoBUtiunist emphases on the power and value of "The Thought of Mao Tae-tung1' 

more understandable, by viewing their pronouncements on this major politi- 

cal topic freshly in the light of current knowledge about communication. 

Its broader and proximate purpose is to outline clearly the nature of this 

Approach, as one which is useful generally for better understanding of 

political and propaganda messages.  These two analytically distinguished 

aims are closely linked in actual practice: As a case study, this exam- 

ination of "The Thought of .Sao" movement illustrates and clarifies the 

approach, yet an appropriate general approach is a prerequisite for mak- 

ing an adequate cane study. The basis of such an approach, however, might 

only be implicit. To make it as evident as possible, we will hero present 

both an explicit statement of basic principles concerning the nature of 

communication and its study, and a contracting examination of the nature 

of seme common but fundamentally i.isleading ways of viewing Chinese Com- 

ciunist statements about "TIJC Thought of Mao." 

The Mature and Level of This Study 

Both the chosen analytical stance of this study and the level of 

analysis at which it is pitched are ^uite unusual in this field. It is 

therefore desirable, in order to minimise inappropriate expectations and 

possible misunderstandings, to describe and explain both generally at 

once, while recognizing that they can only become fully clear through 

concrete exemplification a« the report progresses. 

Although this study certainly is concerned with examining the content 

of messages about the nature and promotion of "fhe Thought of wao", this 

is not a work of "content analysis" in the usual sense,because it is not 

mainly concerned with particular unite of content (whether words, phrases, 

or even thoc.es) taKcn separately or related only minimally and formally, 

as by tabulations of frequency of occurrence or by simple correlations 

among these, Rather, this work is mainly concerned with discerning and 

investigating the significance of interrelations anong main elements of 



content (which may include the form or style of message*» as well as words 

and jhrasos) and especially Lotweon content and context.* 

It is perhaps even more important to recognize that both the empirical 

inquiry concerning the nature and significance of the "Thought of lino" 

movement end the methodological analysis concerning such inquiries are de- 

liberately pitched at a general level. That is, we are here concerned 

primarily with main patterns and their brord significance rather than with 

details.of the content and function of the propaganda messages on the one 

hand, or detailed proscription of analytic procedures on the other, despite 

recognition that such levels of work might appear disappointing in t'"^ 

first instance and methodologically suspect in the second. 

In complex situations of practical political importance there always 

is pressure on investigators to produce detailed "answers" that apiear 

simple and immediately usable - that seem somehow to definitely settle 

specific questions, or to get rid of them.  This demand from practical 

quarters is paralleled and reinforced by the similar demand from scientific 

«.4uartors - in line with one currently prominent and powerful methodological 

orientation - that investigators must stress precision at the level of 

detail, both in adherence to traditional recipes for research end in state- 

ment of findings. These demands, however, may need to be resisted rather 

than acceded to, as they are too absolute. Circumstances do alter cases, 

even in scientific research, and such standards neglect, again, the import- 

ance of contextual factors. The most important contextual factors in re- 

search are the existing states of theoretical and empirical knowledge in 

an area-of investigation. In the present instance, there is considerable 

information available on the "Thought of Mao" movement, but it is far from 

complete and little serious work has been done on it* Similarly, although 

The approach taken here has important similarities to that described 
by Schellen for the study of communication in psychiatric situations 
under the label of 'context analysis" (.Schoflen, -Xbert .£., Stream and 
Structure of woiiir.iunicationol.Jj^havior;  Context Analysis of a laycho- 
theraiy session. Philadelphia, Eastern Pennsylvania Psychiatric 
Institute, Lshavioro! Studies Konograyh No. 1, 19o5.) Yet even "con- 
text analysis" seems an inadequate term, as obscuring the central point 
that the content am! contexts of messages, must be studied equally and 
jointly. 
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recent work on the nature of communication and it*- pragmatic functioning 

in Various kinds of social interaction systems is relevant as a foundation,* 

as yet there has been little Replication of such knowledge to the analysis 

of political communications. • » 

In such a new and little-explored situation it is particularly appro- 

priate to concentrate on formulating broad concepts and oa analytic approach 

wUich Will fit the main outlines of the subject of investigation; utiliza- 

tion of these will lead toward certain bro«:d yet fundamental findings, which 

in turn provide a sound foundation for further and more refined work if 

necessary. 

In contrast, details (.whether of facts, methods, or whatever), no 

natter how clear anil definite they appear by themselves, can be interfreted 

und evaluated adequately only in relation to their more general context,** 

This guiding-principle for science also is on ordinary one in practical 

thought and action.  It is largely a matter of common sense and common 

experience-, yet it is often neglected.  >,hen undue emphasis is put on ;re- 

cision in details v.ithout adequate concern for the broad picture, especially 

in a uncharted area, errors are probable at three levels. First, the de- 

tailed findings themselves are likely to be erroneous or inadequate.  Second, 

and more seri js, apparent rigor of method or simplicity of statement are 

apt to moke such findings appear more reliable or more complete than they 

are in fact; this lerds to overly extensive reliance on them, and neglect 

of needs for checking or further study, »''inally, if further study is never- 

theless carried on, the same factors still tend to prevent any examination 

For a general exposition of this coumunicational viewpoint, see t.atz- 
lawick, 1., fcavin, J.!!., and Jackson, D.Li.t  Ira^matic» of Human Coiamuni' 
cation. (.Now York, Norton, 1007) 

**  i'hus here again, as in earlier statements about the relations between 
message content and context, and about the need to consider specific 
cases and analytic principles together, we are concerned with relation- 
ships between the more specific and the more gener* 1. This basic con- 
cern, in fact, is a crucial orientation for the entire study. 
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cf the basic premises of study and their a,;ropriateness, so that addi- 

tional work is apt to result mainly in further multiplication and conceal- 

ment of similar error. 

II - "THJJ THOUGHT ÜF MAO TÖ-ä-TUNü" - A SUKViiY IV EMPHASSS AND DiiVJlLOPM^TS 

liven the most cursory look at the current Chinese scene is suffi- 

cient to note the enormous official emphasis on the "Thought of Mao Tse- 

tung".  Our own jress and television news services transmit to Western 

audiences accounts of how hordes of youthful Red iiuards wave their little 

red books of "quotations from Chairman Mao" as the guidebook of the 

Great Proletarian Cultural devolution, or unite in sinking 'Sailing the 

Seas Depends on the Kdlnssman", and report how Mao's thought is /resented 

as the essential basis for the solution of any and all problems in China. 

Chinese Communist sources themselves j. resent, if anything, a still more 

extreme picture. Such emphasis alone is ample to show that "The Thought 

ofVao" movement is politically of first-rank imj ortnnco in Conw.unist 

China, and correspondingly important for outsiders to understand - even 

if the Maoist faction, as the most extreme possibility, should fail in 

the current Chinese power struggle. 

It must be emphasised that the central focus of interest here is 

not on the nature of Mao's thinking as euch, although this of course is 

relevant, but on 'The Thou; ht of Muo" movement. The basic data for the 

study are thus not just Mao's own writings and speeches, but Chinese 

Communist statements about these. This focus is all the more important 

to keep clear because the extent and nature of the claims made for Mao'« 

thought have changed significantly over time, especially in recent yearn - 

although Mao has made few .najor direct statements since %n the Correct 

Handling of Contradictions Among the People" ten years ago; for tho most 

part the movement today is based on citation and comment on works of Mao 

dating from twenty or thirty years ago. 

The historical development of this movement in the Chinese political 

scene - including emjbasis, both in extent and intensity, the aspects of 

the "Thought of Mac" referred to, ind the kind of claims made in its 

% 
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name - must therefore now be reviewed as a basis for subsequent analysis, 

although we ure here mainly concerned with understanding the recent past, 

tho present, and their implications for the future« This account will 

be relatively brief. Tho vast amount of repetition involved in this move- 

ment, though it should be noted a» a significant characteristic, need not 

be duplicated here. The chief immediate aim is to present main lines 

clearly and simjly, with more details to be given later. 

The writings and speeches of Mao of course have necessarily been of 

great intrinsic importance for the Chinese Communists at least since the 

mid-1030*s when he assumed a leading role in the Tarty, and for the entire 

nation since 1349, whoa tho Communists gained control of the country un- 

der his leadership. This was the more true because while Mao was closely 

connected with the military struggles of the revolution, this .was largely 

at the levol of broad strategic planning« As Cohen states, "Although other 

Chinese leaders have been more competent on purely military matters, Mao 

has* not been surpassed as the systcmatizer of the political and military 

doctrine of protracted guerrilla conflict by any other leader of his time."* 

That is, in terms of the traditional but still relevant Chinese classifi- 

cation of leaders as men of action, usually military heroes, or men of 

thought, essentially scholars, Mao clearly falls in the "thinker" class 

as a theoretician, strategist, poet - and as a propagandist. 

One source dates the first specific bringing of "Mao Tse-tung's 

Thought" to the fore as February 13«i2, when Mao launched a large-scale 

rectification campaign, followed in 1945 by the use of the term in the new 

constitution adopted by the seventh Party Congress.** Nevertheless, at 

such periods Mao was not yet singled out as the loader and guide.  The 

military loader Chu Teh and the administrator-negotiator Chou iSn-lai were 

of similar rank v.ith Mao for a long period, and Liu ühao-chi was seen as 

also on important theoretician until suite recently; his How to Le a Good 

Communist, though now roundly attacked by Maoists as a revisionist "poi- 

sonous weed" batraying the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 

• Cohen, A.A., The Coiiinunisi.i of Mao Tsc-tung. Chicago, Iniversity of 
Chicago »ress, l*Jo4. 

•• bang Chao-lan, "Mao Tse-tung's Thought"« Chinese Comnunlst Affairs 
(Taipei) 4, No» 2, Apr. 1967, pp. 19-25. 
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was revised And republished as recently as lute 1902. furthermore, until 

recently the promotion of Lao's works seemed rather different both in 

tone and in intensity. They were made available, but their study hardly 

overshadowed all other activities, and claims for their value seemed aimed 

at reasonably specific and apparently relevant goals. The main enphasis 

for a long time, characterized as "combining the universal truth of 

Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revolution"*! 

was on Mao's thought as; a guide for applying Marxist theory to broad 

strategic problems of analysis and decisions in Chinese politics,  öomo 

relatively more specific practical foci and applications of Mao's thought 

also began to appear fairly early, as in an early work on how to conduct 

a survey of the situation among the peasants, writings on the proper stra- 

tegy for conducting guerrilla warfare, ant! even Uao's analysis of and 

prescriptions for revolutionary literature and art,** but the focus of 

these works was still practical or technical only in a rather general 

way, and the emphasis placed on thern was not yet exclusive nof overwhelming. 

"in the past few years, however, the decree of emphasis on Lao's- 

thought, and on Lao as supreme and unique leader, has rapidly been in- 

creasing. At the same time, there has been an accompanying extension of 

the claimed area of applicability of "The Thought of Lao" especially to 

technical problems, yet a decrease in specificity as to just how it applies 

in such fields. The beginnings of these changes may perhaps be seen in the 

campaigns emphasizing "redness" - correct Chinese Communist political views 

- as more important than particular technical "expertnoss". This, for ex- 

ample, was a major theme in the 193*3 Chinese Cmmunist film "New .Story of 

on Old Soldier". At any rate, such changes were well under way by the 

Prom an editorial in Jen-min Jih Fao, March 26, 19G4, cited in China 
Notos II, No. '1, July 1934 (China Committee, National Council of Churches 
of Christ, New York). Similar characterizations, however, were made 
as early as 1945 (.Vang, loc. cit.). 

.\ao Tse-tung, Report on an Investigation into the Peasant Movement 
in Hunan (1927), t'oking, foreign Languages i'ress, 1933; "Strategic 
iroblems in the Anti-Japanese Uucrillo .i^r" (1938), hcuS.  "Problems of 
Art and Literature" (19*;ä), both in i;ao Tse-tung; An Anthology of liis 
Uritings, od. by Anne /rec'cmntle, New Vork, The New American Library 
(iientor Books), 19ti2. 
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eorlj I960's: 

"Study the thought of Kuo Tso-tung.... At the moment this is the Party's 

first commandment and the the mo of a current eanij.aign for socialist 

education which took on new and unheard - of proportions in the winter 

of 1003-11)04."* 

And from then on, this development has progressed still further. By the 

middle of 1904 it was being noted that earlier and more specific propaganda 

campaigns in China - that against early marriage in 19<i2, and "Learning 

from Lei fan^" (hi..iself a model of social rather than individual conscious- 

ness due to his ov.si study of Mao) in 1963 - had given way to direct and 

pervasive exhortation to "Study the Works of Mao Tse-tung" and to put his 

thought into practice for overcoming difficulties."' The purported results 

of such study were publicised in thousands of "true stories" that are in- 

tended as model examples, Thoy show how thousands of workers have seen 

the lij/;ht and become devoted servants of the common good, and even more 

essential, have Increased production -all from reading Kco Ise-tung: 

A poor peasant in a commune learns to count and work an abacus to 

tote up his fellow team members' work-points because he's heard that 

Mao considers that man worthy of praise who bears the heaviest burdens. 

In a hospital a seriously sick woman whose husband knows nothing of 

her condition is able to got him on the phone because the operators 

know by heart ;:ao's phrases about their duty to serve the masses - 

they move heaven and earth to retch him.  In the Shenyang market a 

vegetable vendor has learned enough to advise hev clientele on the 

nutritional value of cabbages, roots, squash, fruit, and so on, be- 

cause she read in Chairman liao, "».hat we don't know, we must learn." 

She therefore learned about vitamins ana calories. In Shanghai 

students who complained about having to interrupt their studies to go 

to work in a bicycle factory for their period of manual labor went 

off full of zeal after the I arty had Lao's ideas on youth tnd 

*    Guillnin, Hobert, v.hcn China '..akes. New York, Walker and Co., 
1936 (i-'irst published in 19G5). p. 207.. 

•*    "Chinese Communism as'Seen Through its Drives-and Campaigns", 
China Notes, op. cit. 

psf* 



ideological reform rend to them.  In Poking a professional athlete 

became a char, pi on after having discovered Mao's v/orks and studied 

them, and a ping-pong champion owed her most s]>lendid victories to 

this very study.* 

As tiuillain comments, "Very often these stories seem silly", and this 

appears perhaps even more so for stories of scientific, engineering, or 

agricuxtural breakthroughs (as depicted in the film "New Story of an Old 

Soldier") than for sports victories (as in the film "„oman basketball 

Player No. 5") The accounts of general tributes to 'lao's thought, how- 

ever, sound oven more far-fetched to us: 

"Mao's thought is like the sun", writes the Journal of the An..y 

(March, 1934).  "It is the highest wisdom of the Chinese people... 

The least deviation frot.i his line of thoujht ami we would be lost and 

defeated." In this same paper a soldier muses, "1 an a green shoot, 

the masses are my soil, my officers ana the Party are gardeners, but 

- the thinking of "ao Tse-tung is my daw and my sun." Chinese Youth 

(July 1, 10Ö3) write«! "As a fish caanot leave the water, nor the child 

his mother, revolutionary cadres can novsr leave the works of Mao." 

Hed flag (August 1, 19G3):  "In the past, present end future the 

thinking of Mao Tse-tung exists as the single correct compass for 

the work of our army." - "It is the lighthouse that illuminates our 

work and China's compass," said an announcer I heard on the air. 

And the i'eople's Daily ('«arch £6, 19Ö4), national party newspaper, 

proclaim, "Without the sun the moon would give no light With- 

out the study of Mao Tse-tung's thought, even if we kept our eye« 

open, we would be blind men."** 

Nevertheless, this was not the ultimate, but only a middle stage, ' 

followed by still more extreme developments with the onset of the Great 

Proletarian Cultural devolution, which reportedly was "launched in fact, 

if not in name, at a secret meeting of the Central Committee /"of the 

*   Guillain, op. cit., pp. 210-211. 

♦♦  GuiUain, op. cit., pp. 213-214. 

fc 
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Chinese Communist 1arty7'•- in Into fall, 1965."* The name and explicit 

emphasis on "Mao's Thought" in connection with this movement appear to 

date from mid-^pril 1960, when the Liberation Army Daily published on 

editorial entitlod "Hold High the Great lied Danner of Mao Tse-tung's 

Thought and Actively Participate in the Great Socialist Cultural lie- 

volution"**. This deals mainly with "the class struggle in the ideological 

field" of literature and art, and concludes 

' We must regard Chairman Mao's writings as our supreme guide, 

seriously study and j'rasp his teachings on literature and art, and 

pay special attention to putting them into practice and creatively 

applying what we learn to.our thinking and actions, so that we really 

master Mao Tse-tung's thought..... An upsurge of the great socialist 

cultural revolution has taken shape and is now assuming the form of 

a mass movement.  This great revolutionary tide will wash away the 

mire of all the old bourgeois ideas on literature and art and usher 

"in a new epoch of socialist proletarian literature and art. Con- 

fronted with this excellent revolutionary situation, ive should be 

proud to be thoroughgoing revolutionaries. Cur socialist revolution 

is a revolution to eliminate the exploiting classes and all systems 

of exploitation once and for all and to root out oil. exploiting ;lass 

ideas which are injurious to the people. We must have the confidence 

and courage to do things never previously attempted, li'o must raise 

still higher the great rod banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought and, under 

the leadership of the Central Committee of the Party, Chairman Mao 

ana the Military Commission, actively participate in the great socia- 

list litar«:'tur«i and art worthy of our great country, our great iarty, 

our great people and our great army,*** 

"Chronology of the ur-.-at proletarian Cultural Revolution," China 
Motes  IV, Mo. 4, October 19G6. 

• • Reprinted in translation as the lead article in a seriös of seven 
pamphlets entitled The Great aociolist Cultural Revolution in China. 
Peking, »'oreign Languages Press, li)oG and 19J7. 

Loq. cit», Mo. 1, pp. 16-17. 
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Subsequent articles reprinted in this same series - though it pro- 

vides only n snail sample of Chinese Propaganda outpourings of the period 

(for one example, by July 1066 nearly every issue of the Peking Ueview 

carried more than one major article on Mao's thought) - present seem- 

ingly endless stereotyped repetitions of the idea that since "Mao Tse- 

tung's Thought is the Telescope and Microscope of Cur ^evolutionary 

Cause" it must be used to destroy reactionary ideology in literature and 

art, to "Capture the 1'ositions in the Field of Historical Studies Seized 

by the Bourgeoisie" to "Sweep Away All Monsters" that "have entrenched 

themselves in ideological ami cultural positions", so that in "A New 

Stage of the Socialist devolution in China" the people shall "liaise 

High The Great Red Uunner of Mao Tse-tung's Thought and carry the Great 

Iroloterian devolution Through to the Jlnd."* 

Only after this barrage of praise for lino's thought in at ticking 

"bourgeois" ideology had been going on for some months did the program- 

matic document "decision of the Central Committes of the Chinese Com- 

munist farty Concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural devolution"** 

appear. At this point in time, the situation was summed up by a foreign 

observer as follows: 

"For the pest seven months /that is, since about the beginning 

of 1J667 the campaign to study tha works and to learn the thoughts 

of Mao Tse-tung hi.s dominated the Chinese scene, dwarfing all other 

campaigns and activities. 

The cultural revolution and its attendent purge, even the war 

in Vietnam and the campaign to whip up public outrage against the 

American "imperialists" and the ttussian "revisi'onists", have all 

been subordinate to, though p;>rt of, the campaign to raise the 

stature of Mao Tse-tung to a level unprecedented in any state in 

modern times.  For the living Mao there is now a reverence that 

Lenin never kno'.v in his lifetime. 

The .jreat Socialist Cultural devolution in China, op. cit., passim. 

Peking Review, 9, No. 33, Aug. 12, 1066. 

*i 
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Moo's thoughts are regarded as the key to knowledge and success in 

•11 fields, '.tithout understanding them, neither the humblist peasant 

nor the most senior Party official can adequately perform his functions 

in Chinese society."* 

A further development, however, was yet to come. During the past year 

in the Great Proletarian Cultural devolution the focus of attack, as the 

main opposition to Mao's thought, has increasingly shifted from creative 

and scholarly areas of ideology (plus some political figures of important 

but not commanding rank) to a concentration on the "reactionary, bourgeois 

ideology" of such main figures, as Tao Chu an..: especially Liu Shao-chi, 

whose own political statements had formed lead articles in Peking Review 
* Wiini  m*t*m !■■■■■■■      m ••**-■ 

as recently as the end of July 130G.  At the same time promotion of the 

Thought of Mao has, almost incredibly, increased still more in scope anil 

intensity,  Iha content of Poking Review; may again be taken as a servicea- 

ble index, and one less indigestible than any general review of the Chinese 

press and foreign reporting on the subject, which would be exceedingly re- 

petitious.  Peking Review formerly styled itself, with reasonable justifi- 

cation, "A Weekly Review of Chinese News ami Views«" It is certainly just- 

ifiable that this characterization was dropped from its cover at the stiirt 

of 1967, since now, except for a few rather brief news reports, it regularly 

consists largely of rojrintings of old writings by Mao, plus articles re- 

currently proclaiming that within China Mao's thought is leading the cul- 

tural revolution to great victorias over the bourgeois revisionists who 

futilcly - yet somehow persistently - oppose it, and a weekly section 

proclaiming that outside China "Mao's Thought Lights the »hole i'.orld." 

These materials are characterized also by a remarkable lock of any con- 

crete content; they are extremely general, non-specific, and stereotyped 

in both style and content - even the citation of specific words of Mao • 

in relation to particular situations is not frequent* 

Much tl e sama is true for the current intensive emphasis on Mao 

himself, which, following the model of Soviet attacks on Stalin, we 

often label as a "Cult of Personality." This is typified by lengthy but 

Denis Earner, San Francisco Sunday Uxaniner and Chronicle, August 21, 
I960. 
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very sketchy accounts of Lao's j.ublic apj earanccs or of his glowing state 

of health (both on the tattern of re;orts of his famous Yangtze Äiver swim 

of July 1966) and the ubiquitous display of his portrait, which has appeared 

at the front of every single is^ue of letting aeview for more than a year 

now, except for the issue for «national Uay, October 1, 1967, which featured 

three of thoi.i - a cover picture, a front inner page picture, and a separate 

insert color portrait. 

Ill - "IT'S C;?AZY!" - OVd  RSS'ONSäS TO "TIM  TliOUdHT 07 MAO" 

Since all communication necessarily involves both a sender and a re- 

ceivcr, whose attitudes ami styles raust differ more or less, problems of 

misunderstanding nay arise from both ends.  The* problems which stem fron the 

unfamiliar nature to us of the Chinese Communist political f<nci social scene 

must not be neglected, and will be considered later. Yet it is equally es- 

sential to recognize, des;ite of the added difficulties posed by the present 

hostility of United States-Chinsse relationships, that in addition to any 

obscurity or complexity of Chinese Communist statements on this topic, our 

own viewing attitudes ore very influential toward failure or success in un- 

derstanding what "The Thought o£ I -ao" is all about.  Therefore some of our 

common viewing tendencies and their negative infTucences must now be examined, • 

to help clear the field for a new and more positive aj>roach toward under- 

standing of what the Chinese Communist statements mean. Here again the level 

of examination will be ^uite brotid, directed toward recognition of those 

general orientations which must crucially influence what is made of detailed 

observations. 

viuillain in 1954 already thought that Chinese Communist praise of Mao's 

thought often sounded "silly". Today, with the current more extreme emphasis 

(only briefly sut;;i.ia»rized above) and little evident relation of "The Thought 

of iiao" to reality as we see it, foreign observers often find this campaign 

fantastic - in short, we consider that the Chinese glorification of Mao's 

personal image and their sweeping claims for his thought, in their empty 

stereotyped rcpetitiveness, are crazy.  Quillain himself already noted that 

in one speech idirushohev had advised Mao "to see a psychiatrist"*. This 

might bo considered only as hnsty words in the heat of Soviet-Chinese conflict, 

*  Guillain, op. cit., p. 172. 

A 
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except that it has repeated parallels in American sources.  Tims a  year ago, 

in reporting on the Great rroletariun Cultural devolution, the usually tem- 

perate National Council of Churches o.' Christ «sited '„hat is this ma-'.ness 

that «weeps China an., astonishes the world" with its "fantastic and incre- 

dible contradictions" related to "the nonfunctional irrationality of kao's 

thought".* At the same ieriod, Senator Kuchel refers to the cultural revo- 

lution and .ied Guard activities as "the present madness" in China,** and 

in tho same characteristic vein an American editorialist writes on "i\ao's 

Mixed-up Thoughts','* •♦ rfuch examples could be multiplied at length from 

many diverse sources, even including similar remarks by some professional 

psychiatrists. 

Although there is no single and simple American reaction to reports 

about "The Thought of .*«eo Tse-tung," this labeling as "crazy" appears of 

first importance; it is very common, and its essential feature - handling 

the problem b$ dismissing it - is also basic, though less sweeping, in 

several other typical responses« Aside from jure ignorance and inattention 

to the whole subject, of which there is still plenty,**** probably the two 

other main American responses to "The Thought of Mao" nrv- that it is "only 

propaganda" or a form of "brainwashing ," or more recently, thot it is only 

a weapon in Chinese factional struggles.  One import of all these views, 

whatever their accuracy in characterizing the functional role of the cam- 

paign, a^ain is to dismiss the content of Chinese statements about ?:ao's 

thought as meaningless or unimportant, without seriously examining them. 

A polar counter]art to this tendency toward .juick dismissal also exists 

end should therefore be noted at this point.  This is the tendency to assume 

much too readily that the meaning and significance of messages from some 

"foreign" source are clear end evident, without recognizing and talcing. 

seriously the fact that other people may be very different fron us in their 

•   China Notes, IV, No. 4, Oct. 19QG, pp. 1,3. 

*•  Michel, üenator Thomas, "China's Mental Illness and the n'ar in Vietnam." 
Congressional Record 112, No. 171, Oct. 7, Uöö. 

♦♦• J.tJill, iialph, "«ao's I'.ixed-up Thoughts'," Palo *.lto Times, March lo,lt)G7. 

*•** i«'or example, a survey made by CLS News in 19Go, i.i connection with a tele- 
vision .Special iieport on China (broadcast) found that many people did not 
even know who Mao is. 

Cf. also "The Lack of Information", »"art /our dp.   13J-201) in JSteelo, 
A.T»! The iAmerican People on China. New York, McGraw-Hill, li)öö. 
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premises of thought and conventions of communication, so that a message front 

them r.my not mean what we automatically think it does (and similarly for the 

interpretation of our messages by others); confident misinterpretation way 

easily result.  This is not a common response to statements about the 

thought of fiao because these appear so extreme and unrealistic to us, but 

it is rather com on in res;onse to Chinese Communist pronouncements of 

opposition and hostility toward the Inited States, especially those in sup- 

port OJ'  various national revolutionary movements, and it may be explicitly 

stated as an antithesis to dismissal.  Thus a speech of 'resident Johnson 

to the American Legion is reported as contrasting the possibility of view- 

ing as "only rhetoric" Lin liao's statements on "wars of liberation" with 

a presumably more cautious or realistic view of "assuming that the Chinese 

mean every v.ord they say" until proven otherwise.*  It may also be noted 

that this "face value" kind of res,onse is promoted by receiving messages 

in something other than their original form.  In translating, for example, 

the usual aim is a smooth translation into good - that is, familiar an,; 

customary - English style, rather than close literal translation.  This 

makes for easier end faster, but less questioning and probably less accurate,- 

reading.  Condensation and summarization, although common anc' often ines- 

capable in dealing with a large volume of messages, continue further this 

trend toward increased ease and convenience at a cost of increased distance 

from the original message. 

On the other hand, when some particular attention is given to "The 

Thought of kao" it is usually at the level of isolated aspects or details, 

so that again there is little prospect for clarification and explanation 

of any main lines of the movement.  Thus academic or other intellectual 

viewings, rather than examining the overall nature or functions of this 

movement Itself, focus on questions - often invidious - of comparison or 

classification, such as distinguishing whether or not Mao's thought is 

really Marxist, or really unique,** or distinguishing between "pure thought" 

und "action-oriented thought".*"* Meanshile, the more practical and "hard- 

nosed" i'ekingologists, whether journalistic or governmental, are busy 

•  New York Times, Oct. 31, 19G6. 

** Cf. Cohen, op. cit., Ireface. 

♦** Cf. ochunnann, i'Yrnz, Ideology and Organisation in Communist China. 
Berkeley and Los Angeles, university of California lress, 136(i. 

*«**»J.-.M«li(b»i I toMFjg 
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centering their attention on such matters as the inapplicability or use- 

lessness of "lino's Thought" as a practical ^uicie to technical or scientific 

areas where it is claimed to apply, or on presumed specific differences 

between Mao's ideas and those of his political rivals. All of these seew- 

in^ly different viewing are alike in their detached, external viewpoint, 

their focus on details, and their consequent failure to approach any broad 

analysis of the intrinsic nature ind significance of the movement as a whole. 

It must be said that the common positions and responses described are 

natural in many respects, even thou.jh they are inadequate. Academic studies 

traditionally are limited and intellectualistic, just as ra;orters and of- 

ficials traditionally are concerned about "facts" and immediate practicali- 

ties. Certainly, too, the flood of information available to us on "The 

Thought of wfco", though only a trickle compered to what the Chinese themt elves 

are exposed to, is both borinj in its stereotyped re].ititiveness, and pecu- 

liar in content, tone, and emphasis, so that a tendency to dismiss it out 

of hunu, whether as mere propaganda or sheer fantasy, is «juite understanda- 

ble, »furthermore, such responses of reduction or dismissal arc not just 

careless or random; they have important functional bases. One of these, al- 

ready implicit in the above remarks, is to rid ourselves of the troublesome, 

confusing, na^ins problem of understanding which this movement continually 

presents - all the more important because of the extremes to which it bein£ 

carried. Another function served by dismissal, especially by means of 

"C7£ziness" or "propaganda" labeling, is that of attack, ridicule, discredit- 

ins - the puttinj down of a troublesome and threatening opponent. This 

functional aspect is illustrated with special clarity by its a;•.] sarance in 

more extreme forus in Nationalist Chinese res,onses, which characterize the 

"Thought of 2>.ao" as "absurd and superstitious lies", as "nothinj new", an<i 

ultimately as "no thought at all."* 

Yet th^ natter cannot safely be allowed to rest at this point. As 

already pointed out, the very intensity of the "Thoujht of "ao" movement, 

whatever its particular characteristics, documents its importance for Chinese 

Communist politics and indie; tes-that it makjs some kind of sense to then;, 

however fantastic or obscure it may at first look to us. The r.iovercent has 

0  ,;nn0*, op. cit., p. 24, 
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evident significance for Chinese international relations as weil a» internal 

politics, ami thus is import ant to us directly, uur persistent reactions 

of dismissal have not muue the movement really 50 away; it has, as described, 

become uore extreme  It thus appears thut our oun. interests would be better 

served by greater efforts to unterstund what the Maoists are about in this 

campaign - otherwise we do not even know what we are dismissing by our usual 

responses, öueh understanding has no implication of uncritical acceptance; 

it is merely a first prerequisite if we wish to have a rational and flexible 

wcthod of dealing with their verbal and behavioral messages - a method in 

which understanding, evaluation, and response are all maximally clear and 

separate» 

An unusual but relevant and enlightening parallel may be ^iven for the 

most extreme instance of such an ein, namely understanding tnd  responding to 

statements about "The Thought of i'ao" which strike us as really crazy, by 

considering the handling of the literally "crazy'1 communication of psychotic 

patients within our own society.  Although more than six decades have passed 

sincc^reud began his efforts to understand and make sense of the communicat- 

ions of neurotics, as given in words, dreams, symptoms, and odd behavior, only 

15 or «0 year« pgo the behavior rniu speec!: of f.sychotics were still considered 

thoroughly "crazy" - that is, as irrational and making no understandable 

sense.  In the few years since, this viewpoint has changed greatly, until now 

it is widely recognized professionally that even the most peculiar and extra- 

ordinary statements and behavior of such patients regularly ex.ress some dis- 

cernablc sense related to the patient's own la?e  experience and social con- 

texts - especially his family context and the immediate context of interact- 

ion with an interviov.er. And, of ^articular importance for our present con- 

cerns, this discovery has rabidly led toward new and more effective methods 

of treatment.* That is, better understanding of what the patient is ex* 

pressing, and of its dependence on the behavior and communication of others, 

has ied to the discovery of ways of dealing with difficult behavior which are 

both more,rationally based and more offective than previous means, and which 

depend on cotiK-mnicutional, rather than physical or chemical, means of influence. 

It n.ny be similarly valuable to look at seme principles that were found to be 

basic«in understanding such literally crazy communication, and see how they may 

be allied, mutatis Mutandis,to jetting a better grasp on "I.ao's Mixed-uj 

Th oughts".■ 

* Cf. fiatfelawiek, keavin, and Jackson, op.cit, esp. Ch. 3,7? i.atzlawick, |»., 
."A Review of the Double üir.d theory"., Family Process 2,132-153(1)63) {"aley, J., 
Strategies cf ''sychotl'orr.'-y, Sew York, drune und »Stratto.1, l'Jo-5. 
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IV - A PU52TIVJ Ü.Wii;.\L AlTliOACII TO "/üiiaiaN" roUTICAL COKiUNICATIONü 

The preceding section has focused on some pervasive faults in our 

usual approaches to the "Thought of Meo" movement,  This section is related 

/        by op]osition; it attempts to outline explicitly a set of positive prin- 

ciples for better understanding of political communications, on which the 

next section's analysis of this Movement is based, although their utili- 

sation there ordinarily is not specifically pointed out for reasons of con- 

venience and readibility.  To make their relevance and significance clearer, 

these Operative principles ar.1 presented within the context of a jrcfacing 

statement of principles about the nature of communication itself«  Both 

presentations are broad in scope and statement, for the general reasons 

given earlier, and also because the problem of understanding foreign pro- 

paganda or other political communication is not unique, but a particular 

case of the general problem of understanding messages about human social 

interaction (which indues almost all but exclusively technical or scien- 

tific communications)  that are exotic in origin - that 1B, messages whose 

contexts, premises, conventions, anil styles of communication, in addition 

to their particular content, are likely to be  unfamiliar to us. The most 

basic problems, and correspondingly the appropriate approach, in effective 

understanding of such communications relrte to the nature of communication 

in gene al ant! to these broad types of difference and unfamiliarity, rather 

thaa to the particular source or subject of any given set of messages.  Ac- 

Icordingly, the princijles stated here are distilled from several sources - 

including the study of "crazy" communication in psychiatry, rather similar 
I anthropological work directed toward malting sense of the «jueer customs and 
I 
§. beliefs of native groups, and the studies of implicit messages in Chinese 

films conducted as another part of this research project - and yet are , 

generally relevant for application to the political case of  "The Thought 
I 

of i-.p.o  Tse-tung" movement. 
I 

Indeed, seme of these principles al.out the nature of communication 

and its study i.;ay well appear to be just ordinary matters of common sense. 

Nevertheless, their statement together and in a systematic way is of value. 

It is just uhat should be evident that is often left implicit, applied 

irregularly, or otherwise neglected.  Consistent and systematic a].plication 

of basic principles is by no neans easy,,especially in such an emotionally 

1 
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charged area as response to political communications, and failings at this 

level of basic orientations can not he controlled or repaired by rigor at the 

narrower level of detailed analytic procedures, since their influence on 

observations und findings is pervasive and general. 

■ 

Principles - Communication end Interpretation 

The most general principle about communication is so very simple that 

its significance and implications require considerable discussion: 

1) All communication is composed of messages, 

.This means, on one hand, that messages exist and are real only as 

such - that is, as interrelated items within some conventional system 

of social communication about objoctSjevents, ideas, and relationships, 

all of which in turn also arc partially delimited and defined by the 

concepts and structure of the particular language or other communi- 

cation system'itself• On the other hand, this also means that any 

objects, events, or relationships to which messages refer are always 

necessarily different from the messages themselves, in two different 

w,ays: They are at a different level of "reality" or existence, and are 

more extensive* Messages, even at best, are comparable to theory in 

science; they are a sort of selective and shorthand form of pointing 

out, describing, or commenting on certain aspects of the world of 

existence and experience. The next two principles, of great practical 

importance, follow directly from this. 

2)  Communications are always potentially understandable, to some degree, 

but are never fully self-evident. 

Since messages are different from but related to their referents, 

comriunication necessarily involves encoding into messages by a source 

and decoding by a receiver. Therefore interpretation of messages, 

although it may be habitual and not conscious, is always a crucial* 

part of communication.* 

This principle underlies and sums up previous discussion about the 

probability of misunderstanding when messages are either dismissed as 

incomprehensible, or too readily accepted as self-evident. To take 

*    It should also be noted that where there is social contact, communi- 
cation is essentially ubiquitous; "•'here is-no not communicating." Be- 
havior provides messages as well as language, »iven silence, in a social 
context, Is a message, and one whose significance obviously varies with 
the society ami situation in which it occurs. i 

t»,J.«-»«wJ™(^jtT^.^^j>,x;-..--.i^.^.:^,-.'.-.^»--^Ja'«'-'*>*- 
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• message at "faco value" really moans to interpret it unconsciously 

according to some habitual system - which nay differ greatly from the 

sender's system, while dismissal denies the possibility or value of 

interpretation». 

3) Messages are only statements; they are neither true nor false. 

This principle 4500s against the grain of com.ion usage, but for good 

reasons. From the preceding description it is clear that as such a 

message, being of a different order from its referents, merely exists 

as- a statement.  The dichotomy of "true" vs. "false", like similar ones 

such as "rational" vs. "irrational" or "realistic" vs. "unrealistic" 

can only have meaning in reference to relationships between massages 

and their referents.  Such a reference may be implicit in ordinary 

labeling of messages as true or as false, but this referencial aspect 

is thereby left unclear or even obscured.  Moreover, such dichotomous 

distinctions or* often much too simple and limited to be appropriate 

for accurate analysis of these relationships. Such over-simplification 

■* further promotes acceptance of false alternatives, both of which arj 

misleading, like that between blanket rejection of messages as "just 

propaganda" and blanket acceptance as "truth",  Some potential comple- 

xities of relationships between messages and referents which must be 

recognised and taken into account will be surveyed next. 

4) -ivery message has multiple meanings* 

The import of this principle mr-- v convoyed by a series of related 

and complementary statements whose primary foci are on different as- 

pects of this complexity.  A major duality in th* significance of mes- 

sages was first pointed out by Batoson in the statement that every 

message in transit is both a report and a command: "On the one hand, 

the message is a statement or report about events at a previous mo- 

ment, and on the other hand it is a command - a cause or stimulus 

for events at a later moment."*  This view of messages stresses their 

dual it} in terms of cause-result and temporal science, but it also 

begins to point toward recognising that all messages are both informa- 

tive - via their expressive and descriptive aspects - and influential, 

via responses which both these aspect.« induce.  This complex pie may 

*     Uuesch, J. and bateson, G., Cp:.„ indention: The Social .iatrix of 
Psychiatry. New York,- Norton, 1331.  p. 1/9. 
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be resliced in yet another way, by distinguishing between the content 

asj>ect of any message - that is, its manifest subject or topic, which 

is closely rolfted to .ordinary conceptions of "information" - and its 

relationship aspect - that is, its significance for the interaction 

of sender «n<i receiver, which is more related to "expression" and 

"reaction." 

These considerations provide warnings against simplistic viewing, 

although they probably do not exhaust all the significant complexi- 

ties th. t may exist in the relationships between messages and their 

referents in "reality", including the communicators themselves«  In 

addition, another type of complexity must also be recognized. 

5)  Communication always involves a multiplicity of interrelated messages, 

• which must be considered jointly. 

There is no such thing as a simple, single message - one whose 

meaning is clear and unmistakable by itself, much as we might desire 

this.  This statement is largely equivalent to the common idea that 

any message can only be understood in relation to its context, except 

that this notion of context ordinarily is little explored, and far 

too limited in scope.  At least two interconnected but analytically 

distinguishable types of intorrelatadness among messages must be 

considered; these concern sequences and multiple levels. 

First, any given message at a certain level - for example, a 

verbal statement - is necessarily related to otlor similar messages, 

by the sa&e party or by some other," in an ongoing communicational 

interchange.  It is obvious that the significance of statement B 

in a series A-E-C depends on the preceding statement A, although sor:e 

of the possible kinds of dependence are so complex and subtle as 

to be far from readily evident.  It is less obvious, and therefore 

perhaps more important tc note, that the meaning of 15 nay also depend 

strongly on subsequent messages, which inescapably must either rein- 

force or modify whi-.t was st: ted earlier.  The sequence of messages 

that may need to be considered for reasonably reliable interpre- 

tation of any selected message may be extensive. 

Second, any given message at a certain level is aluays accom- 

panied, ana its significance influenced, by the simultaneous exis- 

tence of related messages at other levels.  For verbal messages, 

m -^- -.;-iv-. - - ■ ■''^^liii^aii&iiatemMMttv 
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these may involve other fairly isolable and specific channels of 

communication, such as vocal tone, facial expression, or bodily 

posture or movement, ^r there may be, as in written messages, more 

general factors such as the style of expression and type of commu- 

nication (e.g., letters, telegrams, official dispatches). And both 

vorbal and written messages r.iust originate in relation to some set- 

ting, in fact « whole heirarchy of settings ranging all the way 

from the immediate situation of place and occasion to the overall 

•ocio-cultural environment. 

Thus, to consider a message in its context, which is essential 

for it's accurate understanding, potentially means that all the 

above complex and subtle interrelations need be taken into account. 

frinciplos - Analytic Approach 

The principles that hove just been discussed are primarily descrip- 

tive, concerned with outlining at a conceptual level the relationship of 

the nature of communication itself to the general problem of accurate in- 

terpretation of messages.  Cn the Uisis of this essential foundation, a 

set of practical principles may now be stated, which are concreaed with 

prescribing abasic attitude and Approach that promote accurate analysis 

and understanding of any actual set of foreign messages. Because of tho 

nature of language these principles must necessarily be stated in some 

sequence, but in correspondence with the systematic nature of communication 

itself, they are all interrelated and overlapping to a considerable extent. 

1).  Look at the communicative data first as messages of a sender. 

That is, examine statements first and foremost as statements, 

looking at what is said and how it is said. Considerations of mean- 

ing, motive, ant, relations to "reality" should .be deferred since 

these, like preconceptions and second-hand comments, tend to obscure 

one's view of the original messages as such.  Also, statements must 

first be considered in relation to their source. The different con- 

text of a receiver, even if it i3 wider, more comprehensive, or in 

some way superior, initially is likely only to increase difficulties 

of understanding, although it may well be brought in later. 

2)  Take and maintain a positive viewpoint. 

There ore two aspects to this principle. First, it is important 

deliberately to look for what immediately or potentially makes sense, 

rather than nonsense - and the more foreign the source, the more 

easily this may be missad.  If messages really contain nonsense, 
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this can hardly be skipped - it will always be left over after a 

positive search is exhausted, liut if the focus is on the deficien- 

cies of a message first, it is easy to dismiss it without ever dis- 

covering anything else. 

The second aspect is in [.art a means toward the first: Messages 

being studied should as far as possible be viewed, described, and 

characterized in positive, intrinsic teri.is, rather than in negative 

and comparative terms. The aim is toward developing a basic charac- 

terisation of what a message is,rather than a statement of what it 

is not.  A negative ehe.racterization only promotes the separation of 

its object from all else; a positive characterization provides some 

ground for generalization and interrelating, the bases of all logical 

' order and understanding. 

3)   Aim toward a holistic view of the message data. 

The analytic aim should be toward a unified, overall view of any 

message or set of messages being studied rather than a mere batch of 

*  separate observations, yet a view which does not distort the data by 

imposing any inappropriate external structure upon then.  This goal 

is predicated upon the premise, supported by theory anJ experience, 

that any series of statements or massages on a particular topic from 

one source will posess an inherent order.  Indeed, this belief is 

implicit in the choice of a group of statements as a subject for study, 

and the implicit premise should be followed up by explicit search 

for all the internal order and unity that can be found. 

Two different but closely interwoven lines of analysis are cen- 

tral in seeking out such order,  thirst, thare is the search for main 

themes in the body of messages - what the messages are mainly about. 

Again, this means not what a receiver evaluates as most important} 

but what is most general or fundamental in the messages as such« and 

thus presumably for the sender.  Such importance is often indicated 

by the recurrence of some matter, though it also may be indicated 

by some other form of emphasis. Complementary to this search for 

main themes is the search to discern how such themes (and also more 

limited aspects of the messages) fit together into patterns and systems 

within the whole body of messages.  Ultimately, this may include, 

often  in very enlightening ways, even aspect which at first 

*i 
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seemed exceptional or contradictory, or stages of development in 

a communication sequence** 

4) i-'ocus attention on the original dr.tu. 

This simj;ly means that to the maximum feasible extent, attent- 

ion should be devoted to close ami careful examination of the actual 

statements of interest, mini.td/ing reliance on descriptions, char- 

acterizations, or summaries Made by other parties, or on preconcept- 

ions« Exploration of the raw data, although important throughout, 

is especially crucial at the outset of any study. 

5) Consider messages in relation to all contexts of discernablo importance. 

As indicated earlier, many contexts of different sort and scope 

may all be relevant for interpretation of any given messages. These 

cannot all be exhaustively studied; ultimately and logically this 

task is infinite - like many other problems in human living*  Prac- 

tical compromises with the ultimate requirements for sure unders- . 

tanding are therefore necessary.  In dealing with familiar messages, 

there is much automatic and unconscious reliance on experience and 

habit.  The more exotic the source of a message anJ the greater its 

importance, hov.ever, the less this is safe and adequate, and the 

greater the need for deliberate and extensive consideration of such 

contexts as the source of a message, the occasion and audience, the 

general political situation, related messages, conventions of com- 

munication, and general cultural conceptions and promises. Yet in 

practice even a reasonable amount of such contextual examination, 

in connection with the other principles given here, ordinarily will 

suffice to clarify the basic import of messages Loing studied, or 

at least to prevent serious misinterpretation and indict te v.here. 

further examination is needed* 

*   An extended general discussion of the nature of this approach as it 
relates to analysis of the inherent order of whole cultures is presented 
in «eaklancl, John H., "I-.ethod in Cultural Anthropology", Ihilosphy of 
Science,18, No. 1, 55-69(1951). 

A  related briefer discussion is presented, and applied to the analysis 
of Chinese Communist films, in ».Oakland, John I!., Chinese I'oliticnl and 
Cultural i'h.emes; A Study oT Chinese Communist f'ilüs, U.S. »\aval Ordnance 
Test Station, China Lake, California (."OTS TIM029), August 19Ü6. 
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V - "TJIÜ THOUGHT Oi'* MAO T&ü-TUWii" - Via  KOVaM&NT ANALYZED 

As & slogan, "The Thought of Kao Tse-tung" is a single term,  Yet even 

the brief review of itt- promotion by the Chinese Communists given nlroady 

indie;-tes that despite soir.e persisting similarities there have been iirport- 

i ant developments ana changes in reference for this term. Indeed, it appears 

that there h^ve been three different major emphases in the movement, which 

heretofore lu.ve not been sufficiently distinguished und discriminated, and 

that these have a; per red as major although not exclusive foci in successive 

time periods.  Thus, although this correlation admittedly is only partial, 

a certain clarification can be produced by considering the total movement 

in terms or three phases*  A long first phase promoting Mao's thought as 

adaptive in "combining the universal truth of "arxisn-Lcninism with the con- 

crete practice of the Chinese revolution"; a middle phase of emphasis on the 

originality of •••ao,s thought and its value in solving problems of science, 

technology, and production specifically; and a third phase, still continu- 

ing, of extreme yet abstract glorification of liao's thought and Mao himself 

as a unique•general guide to correct and effective socio-political attitudes. 

Associated with these differences there are, more particularly, considerable 

differences in the apparent sense or nonsense of the movement's claims. 

i'.hile these discriminations initially help to clarify the complexity 

of the overall movement by sub-dividing it, in relation to the holistic 

viewing recommended earlier they pose, in addition to the problem of under- 

standing each of the diverse phases, a major problem about what unity can 

be found amid this diversity.  ..hat is the explanation of each phase, and 

can the three-phase movement be seen as a whole';  These problems will now 

be approached as follows: i?irst, each phase will be re-examined, separ- 

ately and in succession.  After identification of the period in question, 

attention will be focused on the relationships between the character of the 

movement, what sense it seems to make, and the existing context.  This means 

that in each instance, account must be taken on the .one hand 1) of Mao's 

own official and functional position; 2) of the nature and extent of his own 

writings an.' speeches} 3) of the nature and extent, similarly, of Chinese 

Communist pronouncements about "Mao's thought'1 and about Mao himself; and 

4) of the general political context - both the internal Chinese context 

and the related international context. On the other hand, attention must 

r 
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also bo uiven to examining our usual standards of judging sense and nonsense 

for the specific kind of situation or claims existing in that phase - a 

particular instance of considering the influence of our own viewings. The 

aim of this procedure is to expand and clarify our views of each phase, one 
* 

by one. After this, the overall situation can be looked at again, to see 

what unity »•ay exist, rhat line of development throughout the long-term 

'movement, an-t what may be expectable in the future. 

The First Hiaae - Apprenticeship and Application 

The first phase is unique ami of special interest precisely because, 

in contrast to both succeeding phases, it does not pose any great problera 

of understanding apparent nonsense, since for this era the presentation of 

"kao's thought" seems reasonably understandable from the outset.  Yet it is 

still in order to examine this period, and not to skip past it.  Attention 
I given here to understanding "sense" - how and why this phase looks accepta- 

ble to us- can help in understanding "nonsense" - how and why the later 

I phases of the movement look so different and strange. 
I This phase may be taken as lasting from the lJoü's until thä late 1350's. 

During about two-thirds of this period the Chinese Communists were mainly 

engaged in the revolutionary struggles and guerrilla warfare which even- 

tually brought them to national power, while in the final third they were 

mainly enga-ed in consolidating their national position, building a govern- 

Rental and economic structure, and establishing international relations, 

both within and outside the Communist bloc,  curing both, they considerably 

looked toward, and up to, the .Soviet Union as the leader of Communism, 

though in two different v,ays.  During their revolution the Chinese Com- 

munists received little direct er material support from ttussia,- but they 

did take Marxism-Leninism as a doctrinal guide, seeing the Soviet Union 

as a proof of the correctness of. Communist revolutionary theories and there- 

fore as a historical model to be followed - v.ith some adjustments and re- 
I 

visions. After national power was attained, the Soviet Union continued to 

be a model, now for -socio-economic construction and development, and also 

became a direct source of aid, in money, goods, and in technical experts - 

thus also providing a direct teaching function. 

Curing this era, as mentioned, !-:ao's position was largely presented 

as that of a "first among equals" in China, and this indeed seems to cor- 

respond rattier well with his actual functioning as an active top leader 
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and strategist closely accompanied and supported by major associates of other 

bents and activities.  This «ras also the period of Kao's greatest'producti- 

vity in writing ami speeches, so that most of "The Thought of Mao" as such 

dates from this time.  As already noted, most of the content of this work 

was explicitly concerned, in detail or broadly, with development and appli- 

cation OA classical Columnist doctrine to the situation in China.  Chinese 

Communist characterizations of «lao's thought as  "combining the universal 

truths of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revo- 

lution" -. minor in extent compared to later periods - seem to agree rather 

well with all this.  Correspondingly, also, Kao's position in relation to 

that of the Russian leaders - certainly to Stalin - was presented largely 

as that of "younger brother", just as China at this period repeatedly labeled 

itself as the "younger brother" of the Soviet Union in the "progressive 

family" of socialist countries. 

In sum, then, what we find in this period is quite extensive congru- 

ences - between Lao's position, functions and statements as such, or as they 

appear to us, and the way they are characterized by the Chinese Communists 

more or less formally am- officially, anU between all of this and its evi- 

dent context of Chinese revolutionary goals and struggles.  That is, we may 

reject both .'iao's goals, such as revolution and the emulation of the Soviet 

Union, and his means such as guerrilla warfare and political direction of 

literary, work. Yet in relation to such explicitly defined goals, Kao's 

own statements of means, and echoing comments on them by the other Chinese 

Communists, seem reasonably relevant and adaptive.  This mutual relevance of 

ends and moans, despite any political or moral dislike for them, thus appears 

as central to our judgement of this phase as understandable. 

Tjhtg second Ihase - Inderennence and Innovation 

In the second phase the situation is very different. This period, in 

fact, is especially interesting and potentially informative just because 

it seems so mixed, in contrast both to the relative clarity of the first 

phase and to the pervasive extremism of the third phase.  In this middle 

phase, the context again seems clear enough, and the major goals of the 

cievement can fairly readily be discerned and related to this context*  It 

is even possible without too much difficulty to see the movement, at the 

level of means, as politically adaptive,  üut in the economic-industrial 
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sphere, just where the goals are closest to our own interests and values, 

the nature of the "Thought of Mao" movement now looks very ill-suited as 

means. 

This phase may be taken as beginning somewhere around 1938, but being 

in full sv.in;; from late 1963 to late 1965.  (Since there is considerable 

overlapping and transition not only for the movement as such but also for 

the related contexts, precise dating is not significant for the basic lino 

of explanation here, and attempts in that direction probably would only ob- 

scure broad fundamental relationships.) This is the era of tha instigation 

and subsequent collapse of China's economic-industrial "great Leap forward", 

the departure of Soviet technicians in I960, reduction or Soviet aid generally, 

and the growing political conflict amJ rupture between China and the Soviet 

Union.  In the earlier period the major tasks facing the Chinese Comr.unists 

had been to take power and rebuild an economy, both by  following and adapting 

the Soviet model.  Now, although the Chinese Communists were ruch stronger 

and more established, the Soviet Union was, increasingly, no long*}*1 either 

a reliable source of direct help nor an appropriate, acceptable model and 

inspiration.  Thus the problem of China going it on its own - both economically 

and politically - was simultaneously more possible and wore urgent. 

In this period and context Mao's actual writing and speaking, at least 

for general theoretical or policy statements, appears to drop off greatly 

although, significantly, he did make some statements on international affairs, 

both opposing "U.S. imperialism" and denouncing Russian "revisionism".* 

But it was also in this context that tha first "great Leap .?orward" in the 

promotion of Mao's thought and in the elevation of Chairman >'ao as supreme 

leader occurred.  In particular, it was during this period that claims for 

the originality of "Mao's Thought" as a new development in Communist doctrine 

- "Marxism-Peninism and the thought of Mao Tse-tung" - rather than as mainly 

an application, b^an to be asserted and emphasized.** And although Mao's 

personal position and political power in China at this period could hardly 

have bee i significantly greater than they were already throughout the 1950*s, 

Chinese Communist propaganda now. began increasingly to single out and elevate 

Mao Individually as the ^reat leader of the Chinese Revolution. 

•  ül.g., on tha one hand, Statomrnts by Mao fs'e-tunj Calling on tiro I-.aoplg of 
the ..orld to „Unite to Oj ; ose the jg^ressivp and iiellicoae 1 olicies ot' U.o. 
liffjrialise; end Uefead ..orld i:eacc (Peking, foreign Languages Press, 1934), and 
on the other, a number of statements forming part of "un .vhruschov's Phony 

, Communism find Ho historical J,*»Rsoriiä for the »orld" (July 14, 1964), some 
of which «re included in quotations /ro:.i Chairs."u Mao Tse-Tung (puking, 
i'Vreijn Languages ires«, iJÖÖ). 

**  Cf. üuiHain, op.cit., p. 186. 
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This phase of the movement thus is clearly marked by greater distance 

and difference between Mao's own writings and activities, and the general 

claims made for then by the Chinese Communist«, than was the case for the 

first phase. Yet, in the context of the split with the Soviet Union and 

growing rivalry within tha world Communist system, it is understandable that 

the Chinese - for whom convictions of "rightness" and certainty, usually 

based on soma historical model, ancient or recent, have always seemed essen- 

tial i'or inspiring and validating action - should now put increasing emphasis 

on the chief available "native" model of doctrine, "The Thought of Mao Tse- 

tüng," anii correspondingly on its author also.  At the same time, the greater 

this Chinese-Soviet split, the greater the responsibility attached tc Kao's 

leadership of China ano the greater his international importance, even if 

his domestic position and duties remain much the same - in fact, a regenera- 

tive cycle of interaction is developed. 

In addition to such immediately political tspects of the movement, 

however, in this phase 2-ao's thought began to he highly emphasized as offer- 

ing solutions for all kinds of problems of technology and production.  In 

the existing context of "goin^ it alone", again it is not difficult to re- 

cognize the need for such solutions and their importance as goals, for China 

directly, and also for China as self-appointed leader and mantel- for other 

industrially unüeruevelopod countries.  This leaves only one problem, but 

a major one:  "The Thought of *.ao" as promoted appears very inappropriate 

for this purpose.  In Tact, the severity of this apparent contradiction in 

a field where Americans are world leaders clearly has baen a main, if not a 

predominant, source of our attitudes of puzzlement or dismissal toward the 

whole movement.  This therefore now requires special attention. 

As already mentioned, by the early 1960's "The Thought of Mao Tse-tung" 

was increasingly bein^ hailed as the i:ey to success in many kinds of prac- 

tical activities.  In many early and simple instances this probably was largely 

an appeal ana prescription for diligence, persistence, and cooperation among 

the people similar to that depicted in the 1959 film .New Story of an Old 

Soldier, in which a former member of the *£igtli Koute Army is sent by the 

Party to grow grain in virgin lands in Kanuhuria; by determination and hard 

work Le succeeds despite the rigoi'3 of the weather, his own inexperience, 

and the over-cautious oLslructiuaism of u »cUolirly agricultural expert sent 

to assist in the work.  Such a wsans of promoting production still needs 
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little explanation, although it should be pointed out that it is especially 

relevant to the cultural context; in China Loth individual action an<j co- 

operative interaction have traditionally been based on the deliberate per- 

formance by individuals of given roles of social behavior and character, 

which have been defined from above and inculcated by extensive exhorta- 

tion to follow the models presented. 

By the mid-19ö0's, however, the scope of claims for Mao's thought 

in this area were much wore startling: "JIS an example of the extremes 

to which, the Lao cult is carried, 1 was shown a hydraulic press which 

handles steel ingots up to 300 tons and tolu of the part Mao's writings 

had played in its design and construction.  It was only bj studying the 

Communist boss's precepts that the engineers had arrived at the correct 

decisions, 1 was told'.'*  The note of disbelief in this Western author's 

account is already evident, and easy for us to share, but this is still 

a minor example cot.ip-.red to our common scorn an;' incredulity when we hear 

of such accounts in the Peking Review- as "The battle to Moke Our Oxygen 

Cylinders" with the aid of Mao's thought,** and even "iielying on 'On 

Fractice' and 'On Contradiction' to Kafce a Chinese-Type i'Yetjuency Clock",*** 

Such things must be nonsense; we.know too well that the solution of scien- 

tific and technical problems requires factual information plus hard-headed 

rational thinking, that Mao never had any technical or .-scientific exjer- 

ience, and that his works, except perhaps some parts on guerrilla warfare, 

are general and even philosphical in nature - how could they be relevant? 

Yet this can still be a situation in which we interpret and draw a 

simple conclusion too easily and readily,  lie night recall that training 

for the Chinese imperial bureaucracy, which for many centuries effectively 

operated a non-technological but vast, complex am! highly-rationalized 

administrative syste.., consisted of rote study of the ancient Chinese • 

classics; these were hardly closer to their practical tasks than "The 

•   Topolski, i^eliks, "Maoism is Red China's New IJeligioh." I'alo Alto 
Times, i.ug, 2, 19GS. 

**  Meng Teh-ho, rakinj Review 9, Mo. 30, July 22, I960, p.23. 

*** Pang fti-kan, 1ekin, Review 9, No. 25, Juno 17, 1936, p. 25. . 
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Thought of hao" is to science and engineering.  1'erhaps we know our own 

technology too well - in the sense that we are now so accustomed to a 

highly technological culture that we focus almost exclusively on its im- 

mediate aspects - facts, procedures, rationality, expertness anil expli- 

citness - and take for granted any ir.ore general context in which these 

are operative.  Therefore, when the Chinese Communists bring up .questions 

of technology, these are the sort of factors we expect to find mentioned, 

and this kind of expectation is reinforced by the very term "Thought of 

Mao'', since in this context particularly the natural oncl automatic conno- 

tation of "thought" Tor us is "rationality".  ..e find very little of these 

factors in Chinese Communist propaganda on Mao's thought in the solution 

of technical problems,  especially on cursory examination, and naturally 

we conclude that this line of propaganda is arrant nonsense. 

There is, however, a further and very general factor involved in 

successful technical work, n'au.ely its social and pyschological context, 

| and when this is taken account of the above picture changes greatly. Or- 

dinarily this context is scarcely considered in our society because, being 
i 

already accustomed to familiarity and confidence with technology, and to 

positive attitudes toward further innovation, the context provides a posi- 
I 

tive foundation rather than problems.* The situation faced by the Chinese 

Communists is very different.  China h«:s long been a highly conservative 

and traditional society; that is, both individual inclination and social 

pressures there favored certainty achieved by adherence to customary ways, 

and avoidance of tha new, different and problematic.  In addition - though 

also partly an effect of this traditional orientation - most of the limited 
i 

Chinese experience of modern science and technology has been under the 

| .        domination and control of foreigners, or at best a Westernized Chinese elite, 
I 

further leading to lack of general self-confidence in this area of endeavor. 

KroBi this angle, even in this area the "Thought of Mao" movement might 

legitimately be largely concerned not with "rationality" but with norale - 

I with inspiration, encouragement, jronotion of convictions of ability and of 
I 

\ie ordinarily forget that even in Western civilization this state of 
affairs is relatively recent, historically, and that our present economic» 
technological system itself arose in close connection with ideological 
developments, as tiiscussed, for example, in >IBX »eber's The I rotestant 
Athic and the J>fcirH of Capitalism (Tr. by Talcott I arsons, New York, 
bcribner, 1J50.) 
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the possibility and Tightness of change - in a way that is ^uitc similar 

to the nature and functioning of this propaganda in the political area, 

as described. The promotion of "Mao's thought", on this view, but put 

into terms more familiar to us, is essentially the promotion of Mao's 

feelinft and conviction that the Chinese themselves can on their own-do 

much that they huve not done before, both politically ana technically« 

This intw-rjiretation is confirmed bj a more thorough look at what the 

Chinese Communists themselves really say, repeatedly and in various sources. 

For instance, at th.» simple and popular level of films, an emphasis on con- 

fidence and darinu to go ahead - to break new ground figuratively as well 

as literally - already is also evident in New Story of an Old .Soldier, while 

iu a 1958 film about the iiing Tombs dam project, Singing Above the Reser- 

voir, the development end dissemination of new construction techni^uas is 

a major theme." At more complex levels, when the .'eking Iteview pieces on 

making oxygen 'cylinders and frequency clocks are read carefully, it be- 

comes evident that they discuss the relevance of "The 'illought of Koo" to 

these"tasks rather ex.licitly in terms of morale factors - willingness to 

experiment, confidence in one's own abilities, lt.ck of dependence on for- 

eign models or conservative authorities, and so on.  Thus, the maker of ' 

oxygen cylinders, a former tinsmith, first had to moot Chinese conservatism, 

then Soviet opposition: 

I immediately joined the other comrades in experiments, to improve 

our cylinders.  ;ie had the backing of the Party organization.  But 

there were a few who ....tried to throw cold water on the whole thing. 

They said "These tinsrsiths are only able to put together a destpan. 

Yet they are thinking of making oxygen cylinders.  They are nothing 

but toads trying to oat swan flesh".... V*Eut 7 »i"e refused to be dis- 

couraged when we hoard all this....You can say what you like; we 

will go on with v.hat we are doing. A few sarcastic remarks will 

not shake our determination* 

The workers made some progress; then the author was sent with a delegation 

to the Soviet Union, but was not- permitted to see their oxygen cylinder 

factory,  lie was outraged. 

I picked up my copy of Chairman i-iao's selected works and began 

reading.  In one ji.Singe, Chairman J.ao aid:  "i,e stand for self- 

reliance, lie hope for foreign aid, but   \ot I>e dependent on it; 
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we defend on our ov.n efforts, on the creative power of the whole 

urmy and the entire people." These words gave me a big lift and 

I told myself: The foreigners have two hands; so have we. They 

each have a brain; so have we.  «hat is there to stop us making 

what they have made? It is impossible to believe that a country 

with a population of G5U million people can't even make a good 

oxygen cylinder.  Let the imperialists go on with their embargo. 

Let the revisionists go on with their blockade. They won't frighten 

us.  We will rely on our ov.n efforts.  Ue will prove ourselves by 

making an oxygen cylinder!* 

Similarly, /ang the clock worker met with discouragement from tradi- 
i 

tionalists when he produced a bold new idea: 

Some told me:  "This can be tried out, hut if this path leads 

anywhere, others would have been sure to have gone down it long 

ago."  Zf others have not explored this path, I said to myself, 

that made it all the more necessary for me to explore it.  Everything 

must be tested in practice. 

In this he was relying on Kao's "On Practice": 

Chairman Mao says:  "Cur c!iief method is to learn war far« through 

warfare....it is often not a matter of first learning and then do- 

ing, but of doing ant» then learning, for doing is itself learning"... 

Chairman Mao teaches us: "The movement of change in the world of 

objective reality is never ending and so is man's cognition of 

truth through practice." The experience of others is not fixed 

and immutable; we are not only able but we are duty bound to en- 

rich and improve on their experience....Only by breaking with the 

old concepts can we understand and create new things; only by 

breaking with conventions, daring to challenge all the »'authori- • 

tics," can we develop new techniques and strike out along our own 

path.** 

Similar messages can be found - on looking - throughout many Chinese 

Communist publications of the period, for instance a summing up of this 

whole set of themes under the label "ilreak the Cult of foreign Technology, 

Develop Creativeness."*** 

*  >ieng, loc. cit., pp. 23, 24. 

•* Fang,- loc. citi, p. 27. 

♦♦* Translated from Feking Jen-mln Jih-pao, November 13, 1SG5, in Survey 
of Mainland China Press :>'o. oöü8,~p. 3, December 1935. 

....■.■«..■.-„.Jij-j.™ — :,»- ■ 
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Furthermore, it is now being recognised even in our own society 

that such factors ere directly significant in technical work, especially 

when a major goal is innovation and creative development - which, as 

noted, is so important an aspect in the Chinese context. For example« 

the general problem of technical creativity and the conditions which 

promote it has been studied over many years by jcrdon, a highly jracti- 

eal man who has made a successful career as an industrial consultant in 

this field.* His worl« comes out as very congruent with the Chinese views 

we have been examining. Thus, he fines that "in the creative jrocess 

the emotional component is more important than the intellectual, the ir- 

rational more important than the rational," and in a chapter explicitly 

concerned with "The Commonplace and Sxpertise", he discu«ses the dan- 

gers oT ''learned conventions" which "can be windowless .fortresses v'.iich 

exclude viewing the world in nev. ways",** in contrast to the possibility 

of obtaining new ideas toward the solution of technical problems by us- 

ing analogies ba;?ed en faniliar everyday observation and experience.  In 

the light of one of uortlon's exaii.; les, \.iiich describes the successful 

development of a dripless ctispenser modeled after the action of a horse's 

anus, ineng's account of the conceit ion of one of his ideas for the 

mating of •axy^MCi  cylinders uoes not seer» too \,ild: 

t.e went everywhere ana searched for dnt» in bookstores for r.  way 

to bring the top of the cylinder to a cone-shaped point. Once, 

while I vas working in the kitchen, 1 saw the cooks making baoKJ 

(steamed dumpling).  The way they pinched the dough to enclose 

the filling and seal the top made me think:  i.asn't this the same 

princiile for the mechanical drawing of a cone-shaped joint to our 

cylinders? However, dough can be a sijueessed together by hand, but 

whet ct:n be used to do this to a red-hot cylinder blank': Later, 

while visiting a machine forging works, I saw a steam hammer used 

to forge steel ingots. This struck me os  just like working with 

dough.*" 

Approaching the same problem area in a different way, a work by an 

American industrial psychologist [resents the following account of how an 

*  ücrdoti, '..»J..I., Sya.'ct ics; The Develormeot of Creative Carpcity. 
New York, .'.i.rper U:K. .cow, 1JG1, 

** Op* cit., p. 92. 

•'• Kong, op. "cit., p. 24. 
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experimental projram in creative thinking was sot up in a manufacturing 

plant, and the factors considered of main importance: 

The first twenty minutes of the session were devoted to a talk 

by the production manager of the plant. The talk v.as designed to 

accentuate the importance of innovation to the company. At this 

first st ge, it uns necessary to link the production of new ideas 

to the expectation of success and rev.ard in the company, Examples 

were provide'! showing how changes in ^roduct lines, purchasing and 

production gave the company a competitive edge. Hopefully the tpuite 
i- 

realistic notion would be established that the company recognized 
i 

it had an untapjed resource in the creative jotential of its man- 

agement personnel, and it was prepared to receive new ideas» 

It was ex,ected that this exhortative presentation, although 

vitally needed, would arouse anxiety bocat-se it involved a sudden 

and unusual demand en the subjact3.  Therefore the following twenty 

minutes were devoted to a talk by the experinenter on the topic 

"blocks to creativity." This talk was structured to answer three 

anticipated interferences with productivity at the session, nsmely 

the thoughts: (1) "I ara not capable of having new ideas;" (2) "i'eo- 

ple laugh at things new and unusual, and I will meet social resis- 

tance}" (3) "If I try to change things, 1 will get in trouble with 

the people who are used to doing things the old way.  The boss 

won't like it." To allay the first anxiety, fear of incapability, 

examples were ^resented showing ho» individuals are creative in 

their day-to-day lives whenever a problem is presented and the old 

solutions are not feasible (e.g. "when your wife uses a couple of 

hair pins uad  a paper napkin if she can't find the baby's bib,") 

For the second anxiety, fear of social ridicule, it was emphasized 

$hat all creative men were men who believed in themselves, and it 

was usually they who had the last laugh (e.g. Vulton's i^olly, the 

first steam bot^t.") As for meeting fear of res ist r nee from the 

establishmentt the subjects were told not to write their names on 

the Exercise in Creative Thinking that was to bo handed out (e.g. 

"here the m,m who owns the hordes will not know the identity of the 

man who is inventing the gasoline engine.")* 

r 
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i/ith the one excej tion that in tha Chinese context fit least the Maoist 

faction of the establishment actively promotes end reco^nifces technical 

> •       change as desirable, mther than opposing it, the parallels ajain are very 

close. 

* Thus even in this technical area where "The Thought of Mao" movement 

at first glance seet.;s wildly irrelevant, thsre is an important element of 

basic sense to be discerned* This of course does not mean that Chinese 

Communist claims, once understood, should be swallowed whole; it is still 

tjuite possible or oven likely that wore exhortation is given than is 

effectively received, that technical successes achieved in this way are 

overplayed ami failures minimised, and also that experts ana expertise 

are unduly maligned in atteMjtinj to counter their conservative influences, 

but it does mean that without close and ccreful study of the r.:ovensnt, 

not just the answers but even tho central questions are not self-evident. 

The Third iha.se - The I.ofty bar-dor 

It is more difficult to discriminate clearly between the second and 

third phases of tho "Thou.;ht of !.ao" movement than to delimit the first 

phase because there is r.iore overlapjin^, yet significant differences in 
I 

focus and emphasis make such a distinction possible and valuable.  Al- 
i 

though some references to technology and production are still observable 

recently, they are less frequent and r.<uch n:or^ abstract end general in 

content," while the continuing political claims for 2'ao's thought be- 

come much stronger and wore swee; in<j. Now hao's thought dojs not merely 

add certain new elements to Marxism-Leninism, 'out appears almost to super- 

sede it as the only true ideology, the unique guide and ^urrantso for 

correct and succeso/ul cultural and political attitudes. Indeed, tha 

hallii. rk of this phr.s« appears to bo extremism and grandiosity in charac- 

terization of Mao's thoujht ami especially Mao himself, highly stereoty- 

ped an<; endlessly repeated* 

'illis ;.h«so may »\s  taken as roughly coinciding with the period of The 

Qt*«at proletarian Cultural Revolution, ae^innin,; in late läüö and still 

continuing. The most important context for tliis period is that of inter- 

nal -olitics - the struggles an.onj the Chinese Communists uetwocn the 

.':ao a in. biu Shao-chi factions, which after skirv.ishos on tho "cultural" 

•   S«o»i ":oo Tso-tunj's Thought - banner of Victor;, in Scaling the 
Heights of Science and Technology", I eicin,;, Hevietv 42, No. <i2, Oct. 14, 
l'ja'j, p. Id, 
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front, hj.ve become increasingly open an. central. The continuing con- 

flicts with "American ir.p3rinli.sm" find "ooviet revisionism," though still 

significant, now largely appear in relation and as secondary to the Chinese 

internal strudle This is exemplified by the recurrent use of the label 

"China's Lhruschov" to refer to and attack Liu JShao-chi; this terminology 

keeps up tho old attacks on "ooviet revisionism" but now the main target 

clearly is T,iu and his supporters. 

In this period, apart from an occasional sentenc« attributed to Mao 

in articles by others there are practically no new statements by Mao him- 

self.  .Sven when ?o:;in,; Review occasionally reports that Mao received a 

delegation ov a;;.eared at a rally, it is usually se.id £<t most that he gave 

a formal greeting, or often only that he waved to tho faithful. In fact, 

th.jro is evejn relatively little quotation from his works, although their 

publication on a wide scalj both at length and in the "little red book" 

of excerpts ia  reported, an., sosoa of his older v.orks pr-j reprinted at times 

in PeUin;, Review. .speeches f.nJ articles by colleagues such as Lin Piao and 

Chou :2n-lni, ;;nU editorials, though they constantly refer to ;-.ao trie; his 

thought, cite him directly only briefly if at all.  Poking Review does 

begin each issua with a page of quotations from his previous writings, 

but this rnpialy comes to seen like a symbolic text rather than a livin^ 

message - and ,4uite comparable in this respect with the portraits of Mao 

which recurrently appear on the next facing page, labeled as "Cur great 

teacher, great leader, great supreme contender and grett helmsman." 

In a rather similar way» for some time there has baen little specific 

information available on Mao's actual political position, or on his per- 

sonal state of health, although recent Chinese political upheavals, in- 

creasing conflict with the Soviet Union, and his advancing age necessarily 

raise questions about both. In great contrnst to this dearth of actual 

statements, appearances, or factual information - yet somehow linked by 

the common absence of concrete content - there is concurrently a continous 

flood of extreme claims about Mao's thought and Mao himself as a graat 

leader,  ..here first Mao spoke for himself as njplyinj Marxism to China, 

am! then-later there »ere claims for the originality of his political 

thought, now the Chinese put Mao forward as the leader of world Communism, 
nnd f'ekin.; .icy joy proclaims in each issue that "Mao Tse-tung's Thought 

Lights the ».hole ..orld" - yet China hus met reverses as well as successes 

1 r. 
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in the struggle for Communist and world leadership, v.hile the section 

mentioned presents little nore than rather simple general tributes to 

Mao reported to come fruu various people in different countries scattered 

about the world. In style and content, in fact, those tributes see.^ 

more like patent medicine or fundamentalist r-jlj^ious testimonials than 

anything else. Claims about Mao an«: the internal Chinese scone are very 

similar, as typified in the sonj "oailinj the Seas Depends on the Helms- 

man" and articles clj.ir.in,;, with no detöils, that duo to Mao's thought 

"The .Situation is liatter than Svcr Before."* The caso is a-jain y*ary 

similar for mors personal statements about Mao, as in a recent report 

that "Our Great Leader Chairman Mao 3s In Excellent llobust Health",** 

which only reports a re-ort to thi.s effect iuu!o by an official to a Peo- 

ple's Liberation Army ;»ir /orce meeting, with no concrete specification 

whatever as to where, when, or how the official himself determined this. 

Indued, this pervasive abstractness, generality, anu lack of specific 

detail son:-;ho\. has th« effect of increasing identification between "Mao's 

Thought" and Mao the ; oreion - with both becoming lu&s reel and concrete, 

more symbolic. 

V/ith the existence of such jro.-.t discrepancies between whet ecu be 

discerned of Mao's actual current position aaü situation, ana the extreme 

claims now i«u:de for Mao an:! for his thought, we tend to vie. this phase 

of the movement as '-juitJ fantastic in general, ami as personally juegal- 

omaniac - n "Cult of Mao". Ihere are, however, wider contexts than 

that of tho immediate practical political situation, and taking account 

of these a^ain is helpful in understanding the "fantastic". 

Although it may at first s-s^m an unlikely source of political en- 

lightenment, we may take a clue from the National Council of Churches. 

Already in 1Ü34, in an article on "Chinese Communism As oeen Through • 

Its-»rives an.' Carpai^ns", they said: 

Many observers of Curimunism heva noted that this essentially po- 

litical, social, and economic movement b-jurs many marks of a re- 

ligious moverunt. Th» observer will usually qualify the term 

rclijion by a prefex such as "pseudo-" or "^uasi-", but the re- 

ligious elements are unmistakable» 

*   Jen Li-hsin, "The Situation is Matter Than Jver before", tekin^ 
Revxew 10, %o. 47, Nov. 17, li)G7, p. 8. 

**  leUin-; Ueviev; 10, No. 41, Uct, 6, UQ7, p. 12 
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As wo hove looked at tho record of Chinese Communist activity 

month by month, we have been struck again and again by the com- 

paigns which j;re initiated and carried forward with great vigor. 

The language v.ith which those compaigns are conducted is ft "linso" 

with religious undertones« The slogans, calls to action, reports, 

and appeals for support remind one inescapably of fund drives, mem- 

bership campaigns, the fall project and tho spring compaign, which 

are so much a j art of churches and service organizations,  ihe fact 

that the Chinese Communist Party can command allegiance to its OJV 

paigns does not alter the fact that the approach appears to call 

for voluntr.rj devotion t.nd cooperation in the drive of tho moment.* 

The article goes on to mention specifically the campaign to "^tudy 

the works of i-,ao Tse-tung", just then becoming dominant, saying that it 

might "remind anyone of efforts to promote study of srered texts in a re- 

ligious iüovoment" and, citing an statement of his devotion to this by one 

faithful scholar, comments: "Change a few words and you have the iiundty 

School Scholar's pledge! The official attitude toward lino's works in 

China today loaves little cioubt that they 'or.sess unr'isjutcd 'canonicity'." 

- though it is also noted that "lioading any rible can become tedious ana 

tiresome, although the «arty would never admit thnt this could be true of 

J;ao's works", ** 

To some it may appear shocking seriously to consider the "Thou0ht of 

Koo" movement in religious terms, but this authority is irreproachable, 

and a religious viewing of this phase pnrticulirly seems hsl^ful, 9s a 

psychological an;n;ach in terms of "morale" was helpi'ul for the second 

phase, and a "strategic" apj-roach wa3 for the first« >iuch an. ex; lanntory 

context or model, for instance, makes many of the discrepant relationships 

noted nhove much more comprehensible.  In Christianity itseiT, the leader 

and his words are largely identified, extensive sermons for today's sit- 

uation are validated by minimal reference to a fragmentary section of 

some text written long ago in ver^ different circumstances, and no con- 

cern is felt about any uiscropancy between Christ's symbolic position and 

power - also somatimes referred to as "The Light of the .iorld", in fact - 

end his tctual circumstances, 

•——.—_._— I... .        '  i     i  ,  .       11 i    

*  China Notes, II, ,\'o, 4, July lJo-1, p, 1. 

*• Loc. cit. 
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In one sense, then, tl|« "Cult of fcno" idea is a rceaningful inter- 

pretation, 'out our understanding way still be obstructed because, we tend 

to interpret this too personally - as just en extreiao self-jronotion - 

and this too easily appears to us both repugnant and not credible. This 

aspect of the novensent way look ^uito different and le.«-s extreme to many 

Chinese in relation, psychologically and politically, to their own his- 

torical and socio-cultural contexts«. The present clnir,s for Mao, for 

example| in soiua respect« seen r.ild cemprr^d to si :ilf:r ones r.ade by and 

for Hun.; Ilsiu-ch'uan, the lea*lor of the Taij.ing .febellion o century ago, 

This unsuccessful scholar Culled hiü.ü-'lf "Ycunjer brother of Jesus" and 

Jater the üeavenly king of the groat i»ncefiil "I'aaveuly I-ynasty, before his 

revolt that seized half of China .as finally crushed with foreign r.ili- 

tary aid.* i.is  in turn appears as but one exa:.;le of the Chinese tradit- 

ion of viewing the gr.iperor - the "Son of iijfrvon" - as 

not a sod but a priest-king - a vicar of heaven clu.rged x.it'i the 

cU.ty of maintaining man *.nu the I.iddle kingd©« in bar* ony \>ith 

the universe... .The Chinese... .were ^uite prepared to ad..it any 

number of gods- into their capacious heaven, but would äo^watically 

insist that theirs was the only true kinol mi eonaei.m ps heresy 

any atte:.ij t to claisi a share of the world for any other on en 

e^ual footing, The Christian protested that his alone -.es the true 

culture of heaven, the Chinese that his alone was the true culture 

of ei:rth...all r^n within it were savjd, whether or not they were 

ethnically of lian origin. All without were benighted, i-ut tho 
# 

Light of the orld shone upon the», whether they acknowledged it 

or - in thair abysual ignorance - did not.0* 

A sinil. r ...oint about the emperor's position is made by Fairbenic, citing 

en old quotation strongly reminiscent of current eulogies of ":ao: 

Though the "outer barbarians" were only on the fringe of the 

Chinese ;.orld order, the awe-inspiring example of the e-peror 

:.iade therr. acknowledge him as the centar of civilization,  "lie 

nourished th.?m like their father and mother," wrote a Chinese 

enthusiast in 1339. "lie jave then illumination liks the sun and 

coon. ii» *» 

See, a.:,ong many accounts, Dennis Uloodworth, The Chinese Looking 
Class, liov  York: Furrar, Stnuss and Giroux, 1966, 1067. Pp. 171-172. 

•ilooiiv.ort!«, op. cit., pp. 3'13-3-M. 

' ?'airüank, Jol.u ii., China;  V!.e 1 JIKIO'S I.i*';;lc kinjdou and the b. ■»..., 
Cambridge, TJ ■• Ueiknnp rress oi' the Harvard University I ress, 1J67, p.8. 
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In fact, the Chinese tradition generally iä one in which socio-political 

ideology is often relijious in tone, by our standards, as is witnessed by 

our persistent tendency to view Confucianism as a religion« 

Furthermore, this is not necessarily a system in which the Aiperor - 

or f-.ao - at the apex is exalted only by demeaning those at the bottom of 

the social pyramid, although that mi^ht appear eo to us, Chinese society 

has always been conceived and operated on the basis of a heirarchically 

ordered system of social relationships, with the position and security of 

each individual Member - psychologically as well as physically - lurgely 

based on his defined place and functioning within this system. Like any  i 

system of sc<'ial order, this one has drawbacks and limitations, but it also 

provides certain benefits to the individual members, liach derives a car- .. 

tain security from the existence of the system end its definitions of 

Tightness, which ultimately are guaranteed by, and the responsibility of, 

the rvlerj as is well known, his legitimacy - the "Mandate of Heaven" - 

must be validated by adequate performance,  iacb, as a part of the «hole, 

potentially shares to scr.12 extant in th:» prestige of the whole an-.' of its 

head. And the system still allows, in its own characteristic way, some 

room and channels for individual movement and development. This is ;erhaps 

best seen through the example of the general nature of Chinese education. 

In all kinds of fields, the teacher has hijh -rostige for his student, ;ro-s 

vides a model for him to copy, and thus ins; ir^s confidence. There is 

already some status involved in bein^ the student of a -resti^eful teacher, 

end as student learns to follow and copy the model with increasing skill, 

his own stature increases further. Eventually, if the learner is good enough, 

he may even surpass the model and, while remaining within its broad tradition, 

»ark his work with new individuality. All this way apply equally to the hum- 

ble laborer in a Chinese factory as a workman, or to lino  as a CouKuunist, 

•tretej-ist and theoretician - and to both jointly as parts of the Chinese 

whole. Farauoxically, then,orthodoxy and discipleship may be a foundation 

for innovation pn^ creativity, as with the promotion of "Koo's thought" 

in the second phase, and - a^i'.in a point ^uite familiar in the Christian 

instance - the hi^h elevation of the leader may be conceived to strength 

rather than ueaken the position of his followers, so that the slorifi- 

crtion of };ao is not necessarily just self-ns^randiaemenv., but also that 

of his followers. It is certain, at the very least, that many Chinese of 

all sorts of political persuasion, including non-Communists and even anti- 

Communists, have taken ;,rent pride in the new strength of China after Jon-s; 

f; 
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national weakness and international humiliation. 

A^'ain, this viewinj is not meant as claiming that all Chinese evon 

on the mainland identify positively with Ilao in this way, or that current 

extreme claims for his position parallel his actual power. Indeed, al- 

though the matter apj.arently has never been studied specifically , it seems 

that such close parallelism has been the exception rather than the rule 

even Historically in imperial China.  Very possibly, thu parallelism has 

rather been between the titles and claims, and coneo-tions of what the 

reality really should be - a common 'Jhinose .attitude in many areas« I!un.j; 

iisiu-ch'urn's claims evidently were premature, in a realistic sense, though 

they probably served for sone time to further his .juest for actufl power• On 

the oth.-r hand, the clains of many lS:nj)2rcrs ray often have been "postmaturs"} 

that is, they had begun to lose power to their surrounding; ministers and 

officials while still retaining or incrarsinj their public display of titles 

and position.  Joth instances may be relevant for 1 ao. 

It is obvious and admitted that dissent and strudle for power r.ot 

only exist but are a basic context for the Maoist movement today.  It is 

even possible that the present extremes in tho movement's glorification of Hae 

and his thought - an<i the associated proliferation of self»righteous and 

indignant attacks even on many former friendly or neutral countries, t.ho 

ROW {•]'.• denounced es traitors or enemies to .:ao's cause am: "the people" 

- reflect desperation rather tlu.n strength, Yot both id_ht even ba tr\r.< 

at once, ..Ml« the .escribed possible basis for positive Chinese viewing, 

of Kao's elevation to the heijhts should not be swallowed v.hole, at leant 

we should use it to avoid leapinj; to opposite conclusions based mainly on 

our on attitudes. Ulis tendency is especially dangerous since factual. 

inside information on Chinese joliticül affairs is so lacking to us - and 

will larjel^ remain lacking; concealment of sue!» information as an inter- 

n»l "i". ...ily affair" is also a Chinese specialty.■ 

The Cveral 1 ;.ovgrnent - Levelorient and Directions 

From the ; receding analysis of the "Thought of .Vao11 movement in tcrsis 

of thrtw- ».has <-», it does a; ;.ofir that t'.is movement exhibits an overall unity, 

but certainly not a static unity.  Rather, th? unity is visible in terms of 

an overall dovolojment, in i.hich progressive chanjje in any jiven aspect of 

the movement it» closely correlated with related chanjes in all other-a«;acts, 

and in the wider environinj political context. Moreover, once the general 
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pattern of this devoloj tr.cnt is clarified, much of it oj poors as also having 

significant parallels in traditional Chinas« culture. 

If we consider, first, the content of the movement, several progressions 

are evident. Mao's ov.n public expressions of his thought elecirly v.cre most 

numerous and extensive early and have steadily declined to practically zero 

today. This change is matched, in reverse, by changes in the volume of com- 

ment and promotion of "The Thought of Mao" by the moveraeat,s supporters 

and spokesmen - from little in the initial period where M'ao "spoke for him- 

self" to .a vast flood at present«, so that the total volume of statement - 

Mao plus the commentators - has continually and sharply risen. Meanwhile, 

taking these tvo sources together, there have also been significant progres- 

sive changes in the dominant focus and the style of the messages. At first 

the content was mainly consented with matters of political and military 

strategy, next with the promotion of more productive techniques - taken 

broadly, this covers even the application of "The Thought of Mao" to increas- 

ing success in such areas as sport, and lastly with the elevation ox" Mao and 

his thought as beacons and guarantees of general sccio-j.olitical rightness, 

Along with this, the level and stvlo of the messages has also shifted greatly. 

Mao's on writings were relatively concrete an.! specific, at least consider- 

ing the breadth of many of his particular topics, and in comparison to the 

later Messages, snd they correspondingly exhibited some variation according 

to their subject; subsequent pronouncements about Mao's thought in r.-lation 

to technical improvements generally -.ere more abstract, leas Specific, «nd 

varied little whether the problem referred to v.as oxygen cylinders or clocks; 

while the current eulogies are exceedingly abstract, hava little specifi- 

cally stated relation to cny particular situation, and arj very stereotyped. 

The amount of new information thus has declined as tha total volume of wort's 

has li.ulti, li id. 

Much of thd above can be summed up, and the basic pattern clarified 

further, in the statement: ever thirty-some years, as fiao'himself has said 

progressively loss c-nu his proponents progressively more, the messages 

have altered, in both content and form, from th« practical through the pyscho- 

logical to th - religious-inspirational, from the definition of strategic 

aims am! principles to moralo-builiiing messages to the announcement of dogmas 

oi.' infallibility« fids progression (which is all th.) more striking because 

those several aspects of existence and action generally tend to be less 

4 
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differentiated in Chinese than in '-'.'ostern culture) in essence and broadly 

has boon a steady one - but it hi;» heretofore been obscured by two special 

features of the Chinese situation: 1) The largely pragmatic nature of 

the early phase was bidden - perhaps even from Mao himself - by the great 

scope of the ultimate goals involved and by the extent of verbal reliance 

on Marxist theory, which lent an appearance of dogma; and 2)  the concrete, 

practical, technical manifest focus of the'second phase has served to 

obstruct perception of its fundamentally pyschole icr.l basis• 

Uiat, then, has been the political context of this movement which 

now appears as exhibiting a strikingly orderly and internally consistent 

development, for Chinese Communism generally, and for Mao Tse-tunj speci- 

fically'.  Internally, the Chinese Cotn-.unists were first a group in oppo- 

sition, then in unified power nationally, arid'finally still in power but 

with evident factional conflict. Meanwhile the external context,, though 

consistently marked by conflict with the capitalist world, first involved 

ideological dependence but practical isolation from the Soviet Union, fol- 

lowed by both ideological and practical dependence to a decree, then in- 

dependence, and finally both ideological end practical competition and 

stru-gle for world leadership, Mao's own ^ositioa has first boen that of 

an e^ual aiüon^, a group of rebel leaders, and then first among equals in 

a national government within China, while simultareously a disciple in 

relation to the external context of Marxism and  tho Communist movement 

led by th'j Soviet Union. Next J.ao became the acknowledged leader of China 

and Chinese Communism, meanwhile approaching the status of a pa.-r with 

Soviet lenders. And currently, there is the curious anomaly that the 

most powerful claims are advanced for Mao's position as the su-rcie leader 

of Cor lunism not only for China but for the world, at the very time when 

his actual ;o\ er in both appears much in question. 

In this search for a positive understanding of the "Thought of Mao" 

Movement, for eceh of its successive stages it has been helpful to refer 

progressively more to the broad context of Chinese culture. This me*y he 

carried one final step by considering its overall line of development 

similarly.  Such a consideration will «ilso shed some ?ijht on two re- 

tnainin , problems which are too important to ignore, although they certainly 

can not be fully resolved,  /irst, we have, for reasons stated, been em- 

phasising tbs positive sense discernible as to the nature of the move- 

ment and it« potential functioning in relation to the Chinese ; olitic.il 

context.  iov some bnlancinj consideration must, be given to an estim. to 

j^^^aMA' 
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oi the recoct ion of the movement in Communist China ant; Mao's actual position, 

although since direct data ere largely lacking this must depend mainly on 

inference, üecond, the general implications of the nature «ud development 

of the movement Tor the future nust be examined, even though no specific 

predictions seem possible» 

The obvious cultural comparison - already foroshoived in earlier re- 

marks on Hung Ksiu-ch'uan and the Tnipings - is with other Chinese in- 

stances of rebellion and attempted seizure of power. There have been many 

examples of this in Chinese history, including not a few in which the rebel 

was successful and, like Mao, went all the way froiü "bandit" to become the 

ruler of Chin;-., and thus also, at least in the Chinese way of thinking about 

their country, the let dor of the civilized world.* Mao himself has taken 

note of such rebellions as precursors significantly jaralleling the Chinese 

Communist Movement.** At the same time Mao, like Üloodworth, notes that 

such rebellions even when successful recurrently have u-ily been \art of a 

cyclical jrocess - that after the rebel becanc the new imporor the society 

settled ;Kick into its old forns, with the people hein£ ruled rrora above as 

before, until the new r.J.or or dynasty lost its touch with the j.eople, 

lost power to it;; miaisteif and bureaucracy, and eventually was disjlteed 

by a now rebellion. :.ao naturally makes a strong atte.pt to claim thr.t 

this time thinjö \/i 11 be different, that the Tart; will rule for the peo- 

ple and the new regime '..ill regain. This, however, did not seem convincing 

eve.» in his ov.n account; the cyclical emphasis was tou strong."* £y now, 

the observable picture of the development of Chinese Communism a,] ears still 

tioi'c to correspond v.ith the old cyclic model - perhaps accelerated in cor- 

res. «ndence v.ith the prevailing raj-icl te..j:o of change in the modern world« 

Jiao has advanced fron the equivalent of imperor of China, but doubts about 
> 

the continuance of his real power have arisen almost on the heels of his 

achieving it. 

In addition to the historical, ther.i are also important fictional 

Chineso accounts of revellion, which help in rcakinj clearer the basic 

•■ 

Cf. JJlwuJ.rorth, op. cit., Ch. 11, 2J, 30. 

I.ao Tse-tung, Ih:> Chin'so_ Ijovelution and tip C-jnese Co;..:,unist I arty 
(l;)ö.)).  Mekin;, J'oreija I/anp-.njes j-roas, PJ-.), 

*    Cf. ..Oakland, John ::., "family Imagery in a Passage by Mao Tee-tung," 
,',orId 1 oil tics 10, 387-40? (1058), esp. p. 593. 

fc 
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Chin: JO intakes or conceptions of this pro seas» The Lest known of these 

is the Sinti Hit Chunn*, which also is of special Importance because Mao 

has boon specifically reported as strongly impressed by this uork**. This 

typical tale 01 the- formation und growth in power of a band of righteous 

rebels who hove boon oppressed by villainous officials also ho» parallels 

with Maoism in that the band's chief leader, one Sung Chiang, lonj mini- 

mizes-hi.'j own position but v/ith increasing success of thu group he is 

gradually elevated to the top rank by his fellows' acclaim, 

The development of power and position v. it hin the Chinese fatally isny 

see» a nuch lea» obvious area for comparison, yet the family systcu, a 

central model for a groat deal of Chinese thought and be.'uvior, provides 

organiv. tiunal models for both legitimate Oovern!..ont c.nu rtbellious groups.*** 

The parallel oT r.ost ir.ir.ediate relevance - one which conic" profitably bo 

studied at length - concerns the way in which e man (typically an eldest 

son) progresses through a series of rolos it) the largo extended £v  ily 

which was the Chinese ideal if not the averr.je c.^o. ouch an eldest s-jn 

was first the eldest a;.ong brothers, under the authority of thj fat'..er (or 

grandfather) though .often in some opposition to it. As th? fathor oged an«! 

the son n« tured, the son could becor.ie the active head of th; fsnsily, with 

the father the no-dual head, Later still, on the father's death, the son 

would succeed fully to his volition - only to !;ecor.e in turn, orten feirly 

soon, the noniiaal head, in a position of maximum r-'spect and dorsi-ence hui 

little activity and control.  This sirplifiod outline i'oos not take into 

r.cccimt the jrolable coüploxities posed by thj roles of the othor brothers, 

of uncles, an?! of jrandi rfchsrs, who often were strong matriarch«, but it 

does jive an indication of the i.any parallels between family "political" 

careers and the ];rgo-:3C-le political crreors of successful rebels, both 

for the changes of actual josition und for th:- cor:..on a::jstenee of dis- 

crepancies between activl ;ower and formal title«, so that in the niiddla 

.-'.va.ilahlc in translation under various titles such a« ;-ntor ^ar;;in, 
Pan of the j r.sl'vs, J.IK. Poarl '!. .tick's Ajj^J^gn .-.ty; ^>roth3rs jfl.ow York, 
John *^ay, UJ.ij. 

In ünow, »äd^nr, ,,-?d Star Cver^ China. :<ov. ed., Nov. York, ilandou house, 
1044.  Cf. also Prook-.orth, op. cit., pp, 1Ü5-158. 

k  «Oakland, John P. "Concepts of Cooperative organization in Chinese 
Politics", rend nt American Anthro;:olojica Association mooting, Mexico 
City, December 13bJ, 
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stnjos power is likely to exceed recognition and later recognition is likely 

to exceed powerJ . 

Tlie.se political end fa;.i Hal patterns of development have sufficient 

parallels with the develo; iwani of tlio "I'houjht of Mao" i.over:ent to permit 

drawing several conclusion« i .. oreant for astirac.tes oi' the present and whet is 

yet to coi,!'-.  In the first plaea, tho.se larallel« emphasise the Chineseness 

of the wovewent, ruyardloss of its Gömminist labeling and terminology - 

which now is further confirmed by the increasing s; lit .ith the Soviet Union 

both in practice and in degt/.a« .Second, the roevrrerit prominence in the pat«» 

terns described of the leader's lo*s oC power to his o\ n as.socii.tes and loss 

of confidence froti the poepla while still, and perhaps rwxitvally, invested 

with titli ond forual position, land «uppert to ^arcu*e*s ju.i ^erent that 

v.itli "a cr.icerous proliferation of ; ropaj;; nJn, in itself ß euro si^-n of 

disease"*- the Chinese Co!..'-;uni.st* now protest too auch Lao's ^raataesa. 

Nevertheless| one should '..e cautious about relying too n.uch on Jarcuse's 

overfill characterisation of the situation: 

Yet there had been it first, 1 reu.ei::bered, very Much more than 

hope; there had been confidence.  Nov.', even a systematical ly hood- 

winked observer like myself knew that cimfidonce had ^one and that 

resignation lud taken over, the fri3 teninjly deceptive resignation 

of the Chinese.......hen would thd new suppression becon; even «..ore 

odious than the oppression of oldV «nd hov. h*.d it happened that the 

truly noble pride of the early days and the honest faith in a better 

and happier future had been so shamelessly distorted by 0 self- 

seeking prophat no longer speaking for himself, but leaving it to 

others to c scend the soapbox f.ftd thur.ip the tub for him?  ..hen 

me' how hrd the prospects of true jreatness, so credible fifteen 

•     years before, given way to false j.reteusc.«??"* * 

It seeus probable that this disappointed critical view is too extreme, llnr- 

cuse i'tils to recognise that the whole cour.se of developments which he out- 

lines is typical of revolutionary novouenta in Chinese political history. 

Thus the present adulation of Mao, in tone, is nothing new for a Chinese 

ruler. The volun-e of those claims for Mao is new, but this is hard to eval- 

ctc. Is it associated with uncertainty of position and power, or v.ith at- 

tempts to r.:ako L.axiwl use of these whore there ai'e unprecedented ni?..s of 

I 

*  Mar ease, Jacques, Y'.ie Fgkinjj layers. New York, button, 1967. p. 325, 

*♦ Marcuse, op. cit., pp. 324-328» 
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mobilizing widespread -.oliticnl activity and support w-ionj a population 

historically remote fror., national affairs - or both?* 

Cvcroll, it dees seei.i probable that neu Mao, though incessantly labeled 

the "Great teacher, great leader, gretvt stiprewt commander rnu great helms- 

man" iß in actual function so.ucv.hat the "jreat fijurehend", but this j osit- 

ion is not hei in Chinas« polities and not negligible in the situation« 

This sort of itiet;!i;.cti ..olcl of lh2 leader may still provide for appreciable 

numbers of the Chinese people a viable biuis for all of tha described kinds 

of .ositivo functioning of the "Vhoujht of ;:tno" t.ove.isnt - rnd it has the 

advantage of possible maintenance eve.*, beyond Moo's death, as I arcuse also 

notes.** This is one reason why ve should not rush to like comfort fron 

the above interpretation of ,'-:ao's present position, nor expect too much 

chanje which v.e would evalu to as favorable to follow hi':; eventual death« 

There is also another and even wore basic reason,  A grei t deal of 

the above discussion documents the basjc Chinese;ioss of y.po  and his career, 

even including; some pain outlines the "Thou.ht of I!ao" movemente J.s 

^airban'c  -uts it, ".. curious contradiction haunts Choir-rn fine's rev .lu- 

tion; the more lie seeks to rr,ake China new, the wora ha ,SC>M3 to Full beck 

an old Chinese ways of doinj it,"***  Therefore, tin  matter v. ho specifically 

will replace >.r.o, \.s  should bo prepared for -.uch continuance of sii.il. r 

national behavior rath.-r than counting on txpeett ti^n^. of radic 1 c! ;.-n.,-?.- 

The same ccncliision follow« fr«.n notjnj hov. constant ore the patterns of 

development find, Change for Chinese leaders (in this rasv set avea tha 

career of Chic&g hai-r,hek is re: ;.rkr.bly like thi t of i .;o), indicating that 

the .osition occupied is at least as important es tha individual occupy- 

ing it  and whoever succeeds Mao will necessarily be sitting in much tlie 

"Twentjot'i-ce.itury China had inherited f  polity thut was highly 
authoritarian« I'.oi ern authoritarianism has been achieved b; expanding 
the ola av.tiiorit.iri. nisei down into the body eoeial-mo'oilixin.j, activating, 
and tnauij ulatinj a populace that i as formerly inert in politics and 
parochial in its interests« .'monj so vast a ;ubiic, this has been a 
slo.. process« (Fairbank, Op« cit., p. 40) 

*♦ Marcuso, op. cit., pp« ::95, i!97, 3ir>. 

v'airb; >k, ;?. cit., p. .". 
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came seat.* I.arcusc cones close to answering his own agonised question 

about the changes in J.ao and his revolution in these very terms», if only 

implicitly: 

\ihen the Coiiivunists CCMJ to j over in 1943 there was about then 

a grid*) find on honesty that has given way to vanity and op: ortunism. 

but then what cjui be i.oro absurd than thi Opposition once it has 

sunk its buttocks in the government saddle and is still culling 

itself the Opposition? In all fairness, on the other hand, one 

msy well ftsk at whet point the revo'utionary leader, the tap« who 

has P'OC'E his revolution and has been made by it, eon gracefully 

admit that the revolution has been finished without laving to 

confess that he is finished himself?** 

Tutting this unttor less personally ami »ore generally within the Chinese 

cultural context, it appears that tike ether successful Chinese rebels 

before hiiu, l:t.o  Tse-tung has, on moving from u position of opposition to 

that of national leader, baett wetting difficulties in finciing an ade- 

quate and viable pattern of leadership and .social or^atdLKutioa that would 

for Jtettfjj preserve the loyalty of his subordinates and the co-o; .»ration 

end support of tb-» peoplei Indeed, it is quite conceivable that he has 

even been handicap, ed in this by sincere attempts not just to becone an 

imperial dictator ii.nedifctely on  access to po..er - which has been the 

tiiicil a, • road, to governmental organization in Chinese oulturo, \.\ ore 

large-scale coo. oration has a is. ays come hrrd» The progressively snowball» 

inj extent and intensity of propaganda of the "Thought of : ao" i.:ove:;;nt 

thus cost ;.rohfblj represents an extreme effort at control by persvasion 

- itself, though now on a national  seal.?, basically very  Similar 

to earlier so or indoctrination in Confucianism and selfless fotaily- 

eriented bet.avior - which has increasingly encountered cirficulties and-, 

becoming increasingly vor2  jr.p.batic along thj rente lin.ws, h« s become as 

eoeroive rs t*'e more direct coercion it sought to avoid or 1. i tilmiste« 

On the other hand, this Joss not mean that no change would occur - 
";;y.ui.'jtic L'cundurs were often gr<?üt blueprint artist« vho  reorganized 
C'ineso society according to dogmatic plans and visionary doctrines« 
'i'hoy Vvore usually Policed b; consolldtitorS wl a  tidied up the regime 
ami eventually let the people relax" (/nirbank, op. cit., p. 46) - 
oiiii political changes which do not greatly alter either social structure 
or long-range nation.], aims i-my ho of considerable iimmediate importance 
for foreign relations, as in 1 ony coups d' e tat. 

;.:rct'iü| op« cit., p.3ö4. 

*. 
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It has already  been K 113 jested that  we should not   lock too b©|*€iill|f 

toward i'ii'jor change*» at  Maa*fl death«     i*i should  Ij'towj&c  be  CtWoTu] 

about takinj co:.fort  frei, the above analysis»  «von if it were c-M\Gluciac!, 

i:cixiii«>3 ly,  tlw t :;<-o is  d*'sv.jrate and  in dunjer of falling.     Desperation, 

even of one's  o^pononts,   it-  alien itndesirt ;>lo;   it   loads too readily to 

rash and erratic  behavior«     /.i.-.on^ individuals und social  group» generally, 

Minding one's  oi.n Inisjn'j.v', v.hen \o .;i:>le,   ami negotiation iitici cow^rouise 

to ucil with conflicts of interest  or attitude v.hen ueeofcsary,   occur   .mch 

iitoro readily between partie« that are fundai.iyatally strong and ooafiuent 

than  between tiio;.e t<ut   feel  \ oaU rii,  fex i-fnl.     Dos; ito i.ueli contention 

to the contrary  -  itself often  based on hidden fear« -   ih.-ro  ir-  no v; lid 

reason to B&J eel n,üttci'.- to le fundamentally ami c«».} letely oj.^.-osiu« 

a>v.onj nations« 

i 

- 
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