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SUidiaRY

Thie report nims to clurifly the '"Thought of Muo Tse-tung' propaganda

novement specifically, and in relation to this case study to clarify and
contrast wisleading versus productive apjroaches to jolitical communica-
tions more gouera:ly., In hoth instouce, this work is pitched at a broad
level, since details are more apt to be conlusing than enlightening uniess

get in an apjropriate overall frimowork., For siwilar reasons, this is not

a work of 'conteni analysis' as such, but an examination of content and
contexts in interrelution.
| Mao's writings and speeches have of course been very iwmjortant in
Chinese Comuuniem since the 1930's, at first meinly as stretegic guides
to politicel and military prollens, '"conbining the universal truth of
Marxisn-Loninisu with the concrete jractice of Lhe Chiuese Revoluticn',
By the late 195u's and vsjeciully the eurly 193G's, however, althoush (ino
bimnself was suyin; much less, a great movewent to proumote study of his
vorke end thedr epilicetion to all sorts of practical « and perticularly
techilical « problemws was cne In the last tuwo yeirs the jrouwotioa of :ao's
thouzht, and o; hMao hiwself, lias lLecome yot more intensive anu extensive,
while siwuvitnacously more and wore abstract, stereoty;cd anu réketitive.

krom its very scope, this propagonda imovencnt wuust be iuportant to
Chinu's Co.:cunist leaders, und therefore to us, Our usual reaction, however,
is to disuir: it ws avsurd and irrationul without real exewination, while
other Chin:se Coununist stateuwents are taken at "face vaiua."

This report projoses that this set ol alterunntives is necessarily
misleading, s alion to the genorsl neture of cownunication and its in-

terpretation, and states a set of principlus ol approuach for rore adejuate

analysid of political wmessejes. These princiyles involve 1) Viewin: cuwe
wunicative data ex;licitly as messeges of a sender, 2) weintenanze of a

positive viewjoint vhich scclis seuse ¢nd order, 3) holistic viewing, 4)

concentration on the basic original datn, and §) considering ressages in

L2 relution to all significont contexts, b
The geaeral nature and significunce of the "Thou ht of o woveuent %g
.ia onalyzed, in line with those principles, by dividing it into three :
st 308 and for ewch exanining jointly ao's oun output and his jposition,
the stateleats uhout these put forth by the Chinese Comwunists, and the

prevuiling Chinese jolitical context, internally and externally. The
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long first rhase occurred in the context of strugsling for national jowver

and roeconstructicn vhile looking up te the Soviet Union; Mao was his own

sjokesnan about strutegic problems ol the revolutioen, in terws rather im-
mediutely co. rehensible Lecoause the werns-ends relatiouships are fauiliar,
despite our disagrecuent vith Hao's particular goals. The second phuse, g
occurring in the joulitical context of Chinese dispulus with the Soviet
Union and associuled necessary ,olitical und ecouonic self-r:liance, init-
ially appears wost conlfusing, since the wovement focuses on technicul pro-
lews = wujor interest of ourselves = Lut llao's thought appears irrclevent

as itsell very non-techinical., 1his truublesome contradiction is largely

SR - s s s e

resolvenle by noting thuat tne relevence actually claivied by the Chinese

is psychologicul = a matter of norule -~ und that this is signilicant

for techuicul innovation and developwent even in the jest, und more so in
the Chinese cuvlturcl context. Luring the third phese  t.uore hive been
major feetional struggles in Com.unist China, yet rivalry with the Soviet
Uniion world Cowmmwunist leadership. In this context the claiis of the move-
mant for Mao's yrectness and the power of his thought, which "lLights the
Whole Korldﬁ as a touclisteon: [for polticul rightness and success, have
been so extrene yet abstrect und content-less, that they apjear fantastie
rather than contradictory and juzzlinz., Yet even these claiws are iarge-
ly understondsble il viewed in a religious ligit, which isljustified by
their forw and by the Chincse cultural context, Chinese sociul ideclogy
traditionally hes been rather religious in ton: and function, with the

Chinese ruler an object of yuais-rclizious veneration, and ypotentially

g

a sovurce of stirenzth throuzh notional identilicatiou,

ihe overull wovement «lso exhibits a discernable rattern of develop-
ment, A8 Heo hos groun in power and josition - but.corresjondingly in
isolation = the main eujhasis on "ihe Thought of Neo" has changed from
pragmatic to ;s)cholojzicil to ideological-=relizious. This developmental
pattarn has direct historicual jarallels in previous successful Chinese
rebellions, anid &lso funduuental if less damediote yparalleis in the
succession of roles within the traditionul Chianese [anily.,

These parallels also aild in estimetin; present reelities and future
prosyroets for heo and Chiarse Cowunism. In éssocietion with the un-
precedented intensity of current propugcﬁdn; as agaianst its uwotre trudit-

ionnl content, they sugjost that Muo, though constontly loleled as the
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“great teucher, great leador, zreot supreme communder and great helusmen',
probably [functions considerably as the "great fijurehoad". Yot we should
not unduly anticipate wajor changes on this uccount. ltueh of this study
confirms the basic Chincseness of even Chinese Cominunisi, including a
traditional syrtem of pbliticul roles, igzureheads also cen be of great
twportance in this system, and even if lao folls or dies, the next leader,
as a Chinese uieving into the same position, should exjectably act more

the sawne then different,
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PR PHLUGEY 8 RAO TodwTUNG":
COANUNICATIUNAL ANALXSLS W & FRUPAGANDS MOVEMNT

John H. weakland
Mental Reaeurch Institute

I = 1NT0BUCTION

The specific and lumediuto purpose of this rejort is to wake Chinese
Comnunisat emrhases on the power and value of "lThe Thought of Mao Tse-tung"
more understanduble, by viewing their pronouncewents on this major politi-
cal topic freshly in the 1light of current knouvledge about coumunication.
Its broader and proximnte pur.ose is to outline clearly the nature of this
approuch, as one which is useful generally for better understanding of
pelitical and propaganda wmossages., 'These two analytically distinguished
ainms are closely linked in actual pructice: As a cuse study, this exau-
ination of "The Thought of hMao" novement illustrates and clarilies the
apjroach, yeot an appropriate general approach is a prerojuisite for nak-
ing an adejuate case study. The basis of such an approach, however, mizht
enly be iuplicit., %o muke it as evident as possible, vwe will here presont
botg an 3xplicit statonment of basic principles concerning the nature of
communication and its study, end a contrasting :xacination of the asture
of some comaeon but fundamontally wisleading wayaz of viewing Chinuse Come~
sunist stutemcnts about "The Thouzht of Hao."

The Saturs and Level of This Study

Both the chosen analytical stunce of this study and the level of

analysis at which it is pitched are quite unusunl in this field. It is

therz{ore desirable, in order to mininize ina)propriute ox,cctations and

possible misunderstandings, to describe aind ex;.lain both senerully at
once, while rocognizing that they can only become fully clear througk
concrate exerlification as the roport pro.ressca.

aAlthough this study certainly is concerned with examining the coﬁtoht
of messages about the nature and prowotion of "[he Thoujht of iiamo", this
is not & work of "countent analysis" in the usual sense,beceusce it is not
wainly concerned with particular unite of content (whether vords, phreses,
or even thoues) teken sejarately or related only minimally and formally,
as by tubulations of freguency of occurrence or by simple correlations
anong these. lather, this vork is moinly copccrned with discerning and

investizating the significuncelof interrelitions anong wmain elements of
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content (which may include the form or style of messages s well as words
and jhrades) &nd especially Letween content and context.®

It is jerhaps even more important to recognize that both the empirical
injuiry concerning the nature and significance of the "Thousht of Mao"
movement and the mothodological analysis concerning such inyuiries are de-
liberately pitched at a general level. That is, we are here concerned
primarily with main patterns and their bLrosd significance rather then with
deteils of the content and function of the propaganda messajges on the one
hend, or detailed jprescription of analytic procedures on the other, despite
recognition that such levels of work mnight apprenr disappointing in th.
tirst instance and methodologzically suspect in the seccnd.

In complex situations eof practical jolitical inportance there always
is pressure on invésti;otors to produce detailed "aunswors" that ap|ear .
simple and immediately usebla = that seem somchow to definitely settle
specitic questions, or to get rid of them. This demand from practical
quarters is paralleled and reinforced by the similar demand from scientific
yuarteors - in ling with one currently ;rominent and powerful method&lo;icnl
oricntation -~ that investigutors uust stress ;recision at the level of
detail, both in'adherence to traditional recipes for research and in stute-
ment of findings., These dewmands, however, may need to be resisted rather
than acceded to, as they are too abscolute. Circuustances do alter cuses,
even in scientific research, and such standards neglect, again, the import-
ance of contextual factors., The most important contextual factors in re-
search are the existing states of theoretical and evpirical knowledge in
an area-of investijzation, In the present instance, there is considerable
information available on the "Thought of Mao' movement, but it is fer from
cowjlete and little serious vwork has been done on it. Siwilirly, although

e

The apjroach taken here has iujortunt simiiarities to that described
by Scheilen for the study of communication in psychiatric situations
under the label of ''context analysis" {icheflen, -lbert 2., Stream and
Structure of “ouraunicutional lehavior: Context analysis of a .aycho-
thera;y vession. Fhiladelyphiun, .Jastern Fennsylvania Psychiatric
Institute, Lehavioral Studies onojraph No., 1, 1936.) Yet cven '"con-
text unalysis" seems an inadejuate terw, as obscuring the central point
that the content and contexts ol messages. uust be studied eyually and
jointly, C
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recent work on the nuture of comnunication and ite pragmatic functioning

in various kinds of social interaction systems is relevant uas a foundution.‘
as yet there hus been little ajplication of such knowledge to the analysis
of political comrunications, . ’

In such a new and little-explored situation it is particularly appro-
priate to concentrate on formulating broad conce,ts and ca analytic approach
wiiich will fit thc main outlines of the subject of investigation; utilizu-
tion of those will lead toward certain Lroad yYet lfundamental findings, which
in turn ;rovide a sound foundation for further and more refined work if
NeCOGSATY . '

In contrast, details (whether of facts, methods, or whatever), no
mattér how clear and definite they appear by‘thcmselves. can be interpreted
and evaluated adequately only in relation to their more ;eﬁeral context.**
This guiding-principle for science also is an ordinary one in nractical
thought and action. It is largely a matter of cosmon sense and couiion
experience, yoet it is often noglected., uhen undue omphesis is jut on ;ro-
cision in deteils without adequate concern for the broad picture, ospecially
in a unchorted area, errors are jrobable at three levels. First, th: de-
tailed findings thermsalves are likely to Le erroncous or inadequate. Second,
and wore seri-us, apparent rizor of method or siuplicity of statement are
apt to make such findings appear more reliable or more complate than they
are in fact; this lends to overly exteasive reliunce on them, and neglect
of necds for checking or further study. +inally, if further study is never-

theless carried on, the same factors still tend to jrevent auy exawination

For a geaeral ex, osition of this coununicational viewioint, see .atz-
lawick, 1., wrcuvin, J.l., and Jaclkson, D.bes, irazmitics of Luman Couiuni-
cation. (hew York, Norton, 1967)

**  thus here azain, as in earlier stutements about the reluations between
nesea e content und context, and about the nced to consider sjecific
cascs and analytic ;rincijples to,ether, ve are concerned with relation-
ships betucen the nore specific oand the more gener:l, This basic con-
cer:, in fact, is a crucial oricatation for the entire study.
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¢f the basic premises of study and their a,jropriuteness, so that addi- i
tionul work is apt to result mainly in further wultiplication and conceal-
ment of similar error,

- WOHLS TIOUGHT OF HAO TS2=TUNG" = A SURVLY Of EMPHASSS AND DuVELOPMANTS

Zven the most cursory look at the current Chinese scene is suffi-
cient to note the enorwous official enphasis on the "Thought of liao Tse-
tung"; Our own jress «nd television news services transmit to Yestern
audicences accounts of how hordes of youthful Red Uuards wave their little ‘
red books of ".uotutions from Chairman liao" as the guidobook of the 4
Great Froletarian Cultural evolution, or unite in singing "Sailing the :
Seﬁs Depends on the ii.lmsman', end report how Mao's thought is presented i
as the essential basis for the solution of any and all problems in China.

Chinese Coumunist sources thenselves present, if anything, a stil) more

extreme picture. Such cuphasis alone is awple to show that "iLie Thought

of” ruo" wovenent is politically of first-rank imjortanco in Comsunist . i
China, and corresjondingly important for outsiders to uhdniqtand = gven

if the Maoist faction, as the most oxtreme possibjlity, should fail in :
the current Chinese power stru;gle.

sl oS i e

1t nust be emphasized that the contral focus of interest here is
not on the nature of Mao's thinking as such, although this of course is
relevant, but on "ihe Theuyht of Muo" wovewent. The busic data for the

O e L
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study are thus not just lao's own writings and speuclies, but Chinuse
Comnunist statements about these. This focus is all the more imjortant
to keep clear because the extent and nature of the claiis nade for hao's

|
B
|

thouzsht have changed significautly over time, especially in recent years -
although ilao has made few major direct stutenonts since "Un the Corresct
Fandling of Contradictions Among the Feopie" ten years ago; for tho most
part the movewent tsday is Loased on citation and commont on works of line

dating from tventy or thirty years azo.
the historical dcvelopment of this movement in the Chineso political
scene - including ei hasis, both in extent and iatensity, the aspects of

the "Thousht of Mac"” referred to, ind the kind of c¢laiws made in its |




name - uust therciore now L2 reviewed as & basis for subsc uont wnalysis,
although we ure here wainly concerned with understanding the recent past,
tho present, &nd their implications for the futurc, This account will

be relatively brief. ‘The vust amount of repetition involved in this move-
ment, though it should be noted as a significant characteristic, need not
be duplicuated kere. The chief imuediate aim is to present main lines
clearly &nid simply, with wore details to be given later.

The writings and specches of lino of coursce have a2cessarily been of
great intrinsic iuportince for the Chincse Comuunists at least since the
mid-1950's Qhen he assuned a lending role in the [arty, and for the entire
nation since 1243, whea the Couunists gained control of the country un-
der his leadership. 4This was the morce true because while dao was closely
connected with the umilitory struggle§ of the revolution, this was luargely
at the level of broad strategic jlacaing. aAs Cohen states, Walthough other
Chiunese leaders have boen nore competent on purely military matters, Méo

has not beoa surpassed as the systenatizer of the political and wilitary

doctirine of.protructad gusrrilla conflict by any other leader of his time."*

That is, in terws of the traditional but still rclevant Chinese classifi-
cation of lcaders &8s men of action, usually military heroes, or men of
thouzht, essentially scholars, Mao clearly falls in the "thinker" class
as & theoretician, strategist, noct - and as a propagandist.

One source cates the first specific bringing of "huo Tse-tuny's
Thouzht" to the fore as february 1342, when Meo launched a large-scale
rectification campaign, followed in 1945 by the use of the term in the new
constitution #duted by the seventh Farty von_,ress.** Neovertheless, at
such periods Mao was not yet singled out as the lecater and guide. The
military lcader Chu Teh and th: aduinistrator-negotiator Chou i&n~lai were
of sinilar rank with lizo for a long period, and Liu Shao-chi was seen as

also aa juportant theerelician until quite recently; his iow to Le a Good

Comuunist, thoush now roundly attacked by Meoists as a revisionist "joi-

sonous weed" boirayini the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat,

* Cohexny AdAey The Communisw of Yao Tse-tuné; Chicago, University of
Chicago sress, 1luig,

** ,apz Chao-lan, "uao Wse-tuni's Thousht", Chinese Couimunist Affairs
(Taipiei) 4, No. 2, Apr. 1967, pp. 19-25.
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was ruviuod and republished as recently as lute 1962, furtheraore, until

recently the jromotion of hao's works seered rather difforent both in
tone and in intensity. They were uade availuble, but their study hardly

OVQrshAdowed all other activities, and claims for their value seceued aimed

i b

at reasonably specific and apparently relevant goals. The main euphasis
for a long time, charicterized as "coubining the universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revelutioan"*,
was on Mao's thought es a guide for applyiny liarxist theory to broad
strategic proble:s of analysis and decisions in Chinese politics. Someo
relatively nore specific practical foci and applications of Mao's thouzht

also hegan to appear fairly carly, as in an early vork on how to conduct

-2 NS ST Ve ke By i SN

a survey of the situation amony the peasants, vwritings on the proper stra-

tegy for conducting guerrilla warfore, and even lao's analysis of and

-fre

prescriptions for revolutionary literature and art,** but the focus of

these works was still practical or technical only in a rathar general

way, and the euphasis placed on them was not yet exclusive nof overwhelwing.
“In the past few years, however, the deiree of cu.rhasis on lino's

thouzht, and on Mao as suprewe and uniyue leader, has rapidly been in-

creasing. At the same tiue, therce has been an accompanying oxtension of .

the clained area of a;plicability of "the Thou ht of Mao" esyecially to

technical jrobleus, yet & decrease in specificity as to just how it applies

in such fields. The beginnings of these changes may perhapgs be scen in the

1. . cawpaiins enphasizing "redness" = correct Chinese Comnunist political views

- as wore imjortant than purticular tcchnical "expertness". This, for ex-

anple, vas a major theme in the 1959 Chinese Cemiunist film "New Story of
an Cld Solcier". At any rate, such changes were well under way by the
' i
e From an editorial in Jen-min Jih Fao, March 26, 1964, cited in China . 1
Notes 11, No. 1, July 1954 (Chinu Coumuittee, National Council of Churches 1
i of Christ, New York). &iwiler characterizations, however, were made g
i as early as 1945 (Jang, loc. cit.). g

LU Mao Tse-tua;, evort on an Investization into the Peasant lovement
- in Munan (1927), roking, Foreign Langusges iress, 1953; "Strategic
Froblems in the Anti-Jajancse Guerilla gar" (1958), and "Froblems of
Art and Literature” (19+%Z), uLoth in fao Tse-tunr: Aa Antholory of lils
ritings, ed. by Aane Jfreciantle, New York, The New awericau Library
rentor Books), 1962, '




e
3
s TR £ R LA R S

early 1960's:
"Study the thought of Muo Ise~tung.... At the moment this is the larty's

kg badidan Ao o

first commandment and the theme of a current camjaign for socianlist
aducation which took on new and unhcard - of projportions in the winter
of 1963-~1964."* '
And frow then on, this develojment hes jrogressed still further., By the i
middle of 1964 it was being noted that earlier and wmore specific jropaganda i

campaigns in China « that against early warriage in 1962, and “oaruing

from Lei feng" (hiwself & model of sovcicl rather than individual conscious-
ness duc to his own study of lao) in 1963 -~ had given way to dircct and
perviosive exhortation to "Study the iorks of Muo Tee~tunz" and to put his i
thought into practice for overcoming difficulties.** The purjorted results 4
of such study were yublicised in thousends of "true storices" that are in= ‘
tended &s uodel examples, Thoy show how thousands of workers have scen
the light and become devotcd servants of the comnon goed, and even more
ess.atial, have increasgesd production - all frow reading loo Tse-tungz:
A poor pcasant in a coumune learns to count and work aa abacus to
tote up‘his feliow team members'! work=-points Ltecuuse he's haarcd that .
Mao considers that man worthy of praise who bears the heaviest burdeas,
In a hosyital a seriously sick woman whose Lusband knows nothinz of
her condition is able to get him on the phone Lecause the orerators

know by heart [lao's jhrascs about their duty to serve the nasses ~

they move heaven and eurth to rouch hiw, In the Shenyuaz warket a
vegetuble vendor has lecrned enouzh to advise he: clicatele on the
nutritional vialue of cable,~s, rvots, s, uash, fruit, and so on, be~
cause she read in Chairwan lao, ".hat we don't know, we must learn.”
She therefore learned about vitanmins wnd calorics, In Shanghail '
students who comj.lained about having to inlerrupt their studies to 56

to work in a bicycle fuctory for their jeriod of menual labor went

o off full of zca) after the larty had l.ao's idcas on youth end

= » Guillain, Robert, then China \akes. New York, Valker and Co.,
1956 (rirst jublished in 1965), p. 207

hihd "Chinese Comtunism s Seen Through its Lrives: and Canpuigns",
China Notes, cp. cit, '
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ideological reform read to thems In Peking a jrofessional athlete
becure a charpion after haviné discovered Mao's works and studied
theu, and a ping=-pong chawpion owed her most splendid victories to
this very study.” .
AE {(tuillain comuents, "Very often these stories scem silly", and this
appears perhaps even uore so for stories of scientific, engineering, or
agricustural breakthroushs (as depicted in the film "New Story of an 0ld
Soldier") than for sports victories (as in the film ".oman Lasketball
Player No. 5") ‘the accounts of general tributes to lao's thought, how-
ever, sound aven uorc far-f{etched to us: '
"ao's thought is like the syn", writes the Journal of the ariy
© (Merch, 1034), "It is the highest wisdcm of the Chinsse people...

The least deviation frow his line of thoujht end we would bs lost and
defeated." 1n this saue paper a soldicer ninses, "l am a jreen shoot,
the masses are my soil, my officers and the Party are gardeners, but

v the thinking of «ao Tse-tung is my dew end iy sun." Chinese Youth
3 8 Y oL

(July 1, 1963) writes: "As a fish caanot leave the water, nor the ehild

his mothdr, revolutionary cadres can nevar leave the works of Mao."
Red Flaz (Augzust 1, 1963): "ln the past, present &nd future the
thinking of lao Tse~tung exists as the single correct conpess for
the vwork of our army." - "It is the lighthouse that illuuinates our
work and China's conuuss," said an announcer I heard on the air,.
And the leople's Daily (&arch 26, 1964), national party neuwspaper,
proclaim, "Without the sun the woon would give no light.....%ith-

out the study of liao Tse-tung's thouzht, even if we kept our eyes
ojen, we would be blind wen,"**
Nevertheless, this was not the ultimate, but only a middle staze,
followed by still wore extreﬁnldevelopments with the onset of the Ureat '
Prolctnrign Cultural devolution, which reportedly was "launched in fact,

if not in name, at a secret meeting of the Central Corlmittee Z-of the

Guillain. oD cit-| PP 210-211,

** Guillain, op. cit., pp. 213-214.
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Chinese Corwunist l'arty/ - in late fall, 1985."* The name and explicit
emphasis on "dMao's Thouglit" in coanection with this movement appear to

date from mid-aApril 1966, when the Liberatiou .irny Daily published an
editorial entitled "lold llizh the Great led Bamnner of lao Ise-tuny's
Thought and actively FParticipate in the ureat Socialist Cultural Re-
volution"**, This ideals mainly with 'the class struggle in the ideological

field" of literaturec and art, und concludes

‘* e wust regard Chairwan Mao's writings gs our supreme guide,
seriously study and rrasp his teachings on litercturc and art, and
pay special atteation to putting thewm into sractice and crecatively
applyin; what we learn to.our thinking and actions, so that we really
‘master Meo Yse-tung's thought..... in upsurge of the great socialist
cultural revolution has taken shapc and is now assuing the form of
a mass movenent. This great revolutioncry tide will wash away the
mire of all the old bourgcois ideas on literaturc and art and usher
*in a new epoch of socialist proletarian literature and art., Con-
fronted with this excellent revolutionary situvation, we should be
proud to Be thoroughgoing revolutionaries, Cur socialist revolution
is a revolution to eliminate the ex;loitiny classes and all systeus
of exyloitation once and for all and to root out all exjplciting :class
ideas which are injurious to the people. ‘e must have the confidence
and couraze to do things never previously attempted. ‘ie must raise
still higher the great rcd banner of dao Tse-tung's thouzht and; under
the loadership of the Central Committee of the Party, Chairman Meao
and the nilitary Comrission, actively participate in the great socia-

list literidture and art worthy of our great couatry, our great larty,

our great people and our great army,**°

"Chronology of the druat Proleturian Cultural Revolution," China

Notes 1V, Ho. 4, October 1906,

Reprinted in traaslation as the lead article in a serivs of seven

pemplilets entitled the .arcat Secialist Cultural Jdevolution in China.
Yexing, roreizn Languajes iress, 1966 and 1947,

LGQO Cito| NO. 1| PYe 1¢-17.,
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Subseyuent articles rejprinted in this same serics - though it pro-
vides only a suall sample of Chinese propuganda outpourings of the period

(for one exauple, by July 1966 necarly cvery issue of the l'ekinz leview

carried more ithan one major article on Mao's thought) - present scem-

in;ly endless stercotyled repetitions of the idea that since "iao Tse-

tung's Thought is the Telescope and licroscope of Cur Revolutionary
Cause" it must be used to destroy reacticnary ideology in literature and
art, to "Capturce the bositions in the 1"ield of listorical Studies Seized
by the lourgeoisie” to "sweep tway Al) Monsters' that "huve entrenched
theuselves in ideolojical ani cultural positions”, so that in "4 New
Stage of the Socialist itevolution in China' the people shell "iaise

High The Great Red Buaner of MMao Tse-tung's Thoujht and carry the Great
IToletarian Revolution Through to the'snd."‘

Only after this burrage of praise for hao's thought iﬁ atteeking
"hourgeois" idzology had been zoing on for some months did the pro;ram-'
matic document "wocision of the Central .Comaittee of the Chinese Con-
munist Fart§ Cohce;ning the Jreat Froleturian Cultural Revolution"f‘
arpear, it this pbint in time, the situation was suumed np by a foreién
observer as follows:

"for the jast sevea nionths (Ihat is, since about the beginning
of 196§7 the campaign to study the works and to learn the thoughts
of )ao Tse-tuny his uowincted the Chinese scene, dwerfing all other

campaizns ani! activities,

The culturzl revolution and its attendent purze, even the war

in Vietnam and the caupaign to whip up public outrege egainst the

Anerican "iwporialists" and the Russian "revisionists'", have all

been subordinate to, though port of, the canpaizn to raise the

getature of Moo Tse-tung to & level unprecedented in any state in

wodern times. [or the living Mao there is now & revereace that

Lenin nevoer knew in his lifetime.

e The areat Socialist Cultursl llevolution in China, op. cit,, passim,

s

peliinge deview, 9, No. 33, auz. 12, 19GG.
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Mao's thoughts are rcﬁurded as the koy to knowledge and success in
all fields, without u&éérstandiug them, necither the humblist peasant
nor the most scnior larty official can adejuately perform his functions
in Chines¢ society,"*

A further developnent, however, was yet to come, Uuring the past year
in the Great froletarian Cultural Revolution the focus of attick, as the
wain op;osition to Mao's thousht, hus increusingly shifted from creative

and scholarly arecs of ideology (plus some political figures of important

but not gornanding rank) to a concentration on the '"reactionary, bourgeois

ideology" of such main fi'ures.us Tao Chu an.! especially Liu Shao-chi,

whose own J:olitical statements had foried lead articles in l'eking Review

as recently as the end of July 1366, At the same time promotion of the
Thought of ao has, almost incredibly, increased still more in scope und

intensity., ‘thoe coantent of l'cking iteview way again be talken &s a servicca-

ble index, and one less indijestible than any general review of the Chinese
press and foreign rejorting on the subject, which would be exceedingly re-

petitious. Pelking Review foruerly styled itself, with reasonable justifi-

cation, "A leelly Review of Chincse News and Views," 1t is certainly just- '

ifiable that this churocteriaatioa was dropped frou its cover &t thc sturt

of 1967, since now, exceut for a fev rather brief nows reports, it re gularly

consists lurgely of rcyrintings of old writings by hao, plus articles re-
curreintly proclaiming that within China lMuo's thought is leading the cul-
tural revolution to great victorizs over the bourgeois revisionists who
futilely - yct sounehow persistently - op,ose it, and & weekly section
;roclnimin, that outsiue China "uao 8 Thoug\t Liéhts the uhole "orld."
These naterials are ch.racteriz;d also bv a revurhable lack of any con~.
crete contant; they esre extremely general, non-s;ecif@c, and stereotyjed
in both style and content -~ even the citatiun of specific words of lao .
in relation to particular situations is not frejuent,

Much t! 2 same is true for the current intonsive amphiasis on Mao |
himseif. which, following the model of Soviet attacks on Stalin, we
often lubel as & "Cult of Fersonulity.'" This is typified by len;thy but

4 Denis uarner, 3an 'rancisco bundnlrbxaninar and Chronicle, Aujust 21,
1966.
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very sketéhy accounts of lao's jublic appenrances or of his glowing stute
of health (both on the pattern of re;orts of his famous Yangtze River swiw
of July 1966) and the ubijuitous Jisplay of his portrait, which has apjeared

at the front of every single issue of lekinz lleview [for more than a year

e DS AIIR NSE PS SRSE ~

now, oxcept for the issue for mational Lay, October 1, 1967,‘wh1ch featured
three of theis - & cover picture, a front inner page jicture, and a separate

insert color jortrait.

IIY = "IT'5 CRAZY!IM = OUR RSS)ONSSS TO "Til s THOULHT OF MAO"

PP

Since all couunication necessarily involves both a sender and a re- 1
ceiver, whose attitudes and stylés rmust differ sore or less, rrobleus of 1
uisunderstanding may arise from both ends. The problemns vhich stem from the

unfaniliar nature to us of the Chincse Comunist political &and social scene

wust not be neglected, ancé will be considered later., Yet it is e ually es-
sential to recoznize, desiite of thé added dilficulties jposed by the preéent
hostility of Unitcd 3tatos-Chin:se relationships, thut in addition to any
obscurity or comjlexity of Chinesc Comnunist statowmeits on this tupic, our
own viewing atiitudes are very iniluential toward failure or success in un- i
derstanding what "ike Thousht of o™ is all ubout. Therefore some ol our
cowwon viewing teuadencies and their nezative infiucences nust now be exaunined, .
to help cleur the field for a new and nore positive aj;roach tovard under-
standing of what the Chinese‘Communist stotements mean. Here again the level i
of exawination will be yuite broad, directed toward rccogaition of those
general oricenteutions which must crucially influence vhat is mace of cetailed
observations.

duillain in 1934 élreudy thouzht that Chincse Lomunist jreise of Limo's

thought oftea sounded "silly". Jfouny, with the current more extreme e.phasis
(only bricfly swaaurized above) end little evident relation of "The Thousht
al )

of hao" to reality s we see it, foreign observers 5ften find this campaign

fantastic - in short, we consider that the Chinese glorification of lao's

personal ircge anz their sveeping claims for his thouzht, in their empty
stereotyped rejpetitiveness, are crazy.' Guillain hiwsclf alrcady noted that
in one speech shrushichev had advised Mao '"to see a psychiatrist"*, This

might be consicercd only as hasty words in thc heat of Soviet-vhincse conflict,

* (Guillain, op. cit., p. 172.

s,
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excopt that it has repeated parallels in American sources, Thus & ycor agzo, ]
in reporting on the ureut sroletariun Cultural Revolution, the usually tem-
perate National Council of Churches o. Christ asked '“hat is this ma.ness i

) that sweeps China and astonishes the worid" with its "fantestic «nd incre-
dible contrudictions” related to "the nonfunctioanal irraticnality of Mao's
thouzht",* At the sanre jperiod, Seﬁutor huchel roelers to the cultural revo-
lution and Red Guard activities as "the present madness” in China,** and

in the same churicteristic vein an smericon editorialist writes on "wao's

b it i B o

Mixed-u{ ThoughtsV*** Such examples could be multiplied at length from
many diverse sources, even including siunilir rzuciis by some jprofessional
psychiatrists.

Althoujh there is no single &nd simple Awerican rcaction to rejorts
ebout "The Thought of deo Tse-tung," this laleling as "cruzy" appears ol
first im ortance; it is very connon, and its cssential feeture - handling
the problei by dismissing it - i8 alco basic, though less sweering, in
several other typical res onscs., Aside from jure ignorance and inattention
to tﬁ; whole subject, of which there is still plenty,”*** probably the two

other nmain American resyonses to "The Thousht of Mao" ar. that it is "only

SR 2 1w LSRN S AN i

& proraganda" or « forn of "brainwashing ,'" or more recently, that it is only
g a wearon in Chinese factional stru;zles. Cne iiiort of all these vievs,
F | vhatever their accuracy in characterizing the functional role of the can- 3
; paizn, azain is to Jdismiss the content of Chinese statements ahqut liao's g
i thought as meaninzless or uaim,ortant, without seriously exawining theu, j
; A poler countarjart to this taondency tovard juick dismissal &lso exists i ;
f end should therefore be noted et this roint. This is the teadeincy to assune 1
g muck too roadily that the meaning and significence of moessazes frorn some :
: "foreign" source are clear end evident, without rccoghizing and taking i
i seriously {he fact that ollior pecple may be very different from us in their 1
i
; . China Notes, 1V, No. 4, Oct., 1966, pp. 1,3. {
§ **  guchel, Senator Thomus, '"China's liental 1llness and the war in Vietnaw." 2
Con:ressional Record 112, No, 171, Oct. 7, 19685, ;

e+*  licaill, Ralph, "mao's irixed-up Thousghts,' Palo .lto Wimes, MHarch 10,1967,

ss0s or exauley a svrvey wade by CLS Lews in 1939, ia connection with a tele-
visioa Special Report on China(broadcest) found that many people did not
even kiuov who Mao is.
Cf. also "The Lack of Ianformation", Fart sour (;p. 139-201) in Steele,
AoTey the swmericen lcople an: China. New York, edraw-Hill, 1336.
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premiscs of thoujht and conventiﬁns of comtunication, so that & message from '
them nay not mean what we autountically think it does (and similuriy for the !
interpretation of our messases by others); confident misinterprotation way ; i
casily result. This is not & coiion response to statements about the
thought of hao becnuse these ap;ear so extrene and unrealistic to us, but i
it is rather com.on in res;onse to Chinese Cowamunist pronouncements of
opj.osition end hostility toward the Lnited States, es;eciully those in sup~
port v, various nationul revolutionary movewm:nts, &nd¢ it may be explicitly
stated as an antithesis to diswissal., Jhus a speech of sresident Johinson
to the american Legion is rejorted as contfasting the [ossibility of view-
ing as "only rictoric”" Lin Fiao's statenents on "wurs of liberation” with
a presuirably more cautious or realistic view of "assuming thut the Chinese
meunn every word they say' until proven otherwise.* It may also be noted
that this "foce value" kind of res,onse is promoted by receiving wmessages
in somethineg other than their original formes In translating, for exauple
the usual aim is a swooth truuslation into good - that is, fai.iliar end
custorary - inglish style, rather than close literal translation. This
makes for'easier cnd faster, but less guestioning and probably less accurate;
reading. Condensation and surmarization, althoug: commoﬁ end often ines-
capable in deaiing with a lerge voluwe of nessages, continue further this '
trend tovard incrcased ease and convénience at a cost ol increased distance
from the originzl messaze.

Cn the other hund, when some particular attention is given to "The
Thousht of luo!" it is usually at the level of isolated as;ects or details,
80 that ugain there is little ;rospect for clarilicetion and ex;lanation
of eny main lines of the noveicut. Thus acadenic or other intellactual

viewinjs, rather than exawining tiic overall nature or fuuctions of this

wovenent itself, focus on questions - ofteun invidious - of comparison or
classification, such as distinyuishing whether or not Hao's thought is
¢ really uarxist, or really unigue,*® or distingzuishing between "pure thought"

and "uction-oricnted thousht",*** Meanshile, the uore practical and "hard-

nosed" Ic¢kinjoloyists, whether jouranlistic or jovernnental, are busy %

¥

*  New York Times, Oct. 31, 1966, 3
; ** Cf. Coheny 0, cit., lreface, ' ‘ %

s+¢ Cf, Schurwann, ¥renz, ldeolowy and Crranization in Comiunist China.
Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California lress, 1966,
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centering their attontion on such matters as the inapplicability or use-
lessness of Miao's Thought'" as a practical guide to technic#i or scientific
areas where it is claimed to epply, or on presumed specific differences
between ;no's ideas and those of his politicel rivals. All of these sceu- -
ingly different viewin;s are alike in their detaéhed. external viewpoint, 3
their focus on details, and their consejuent failure to erproach any broad
enalysig of the intrinsic nature nd significance of the noverncnt as a whoic,
It must be said that tho cormon positions and resjonses described are

natural in many respects, even thoush they ere inadeguste. Academic studies

traditionally are limited and intellectualistic, just as re:orters and of- ]

PRSI

ficials treditionally are cuncerncd about '"facts" and irmediote rracticali- B
ties, Certainly, too, the flood of inflormation uvailable to us on "rhe

Thought of hiso", thouujil only a trickle coupirad to vhat the Chinese theacelves
are ex;osed to, is both boring in its stercotyjcd rejetitiveness, and pecu- 1

liar in content, tone, and ewjhasis, so that a tendency to disumiss it out

of hunt, whether as were jropasganda or sheer fantasy, is yuite understanda-
ble. -surtlieriore, such responses of recuction or disuissel arc not just
careless or raadouw; they have iwmjortant functional buses, (ne of these, al-

ready im;licit in the above rem.rks, is to rid ourselves of the troubleéome.

counfusing, nagpging problem of understanding which this moveuent continually

i jresents = all the wore imyortant because of the extrewes to vhich it being

carricd. another function served by disnissul, es:ecially by mcans of

craziness" or "pro;asanda' labeling, is that of attecli, ridicule, discredit-

ing = the putting down of a troublesorie and threwtenin; ojpjonent. This

NRETVE

functionul es;ect is illustrated witi: s;ecial clarity by its &;;carance in

more extrese forus in Nationolist Chin:ise res, onses, which chirecterize the

"Thou ht of Mao" as "elsurd anu superstitious lies", &s '"nothing new", and

ultirately as "no thousht at all,."*

: Yet th> nmatter cannot safely be allowed to rest at this point. As

t elreuady jointed out, the very intensity of the "Thou ht of 'ao" wmovernent,

; . whatever its jarticular choracteristics, documents its imjortance for Chinase
: Comuunist jcolitics «nd indic:tes that it rek:s some kind of sonse to thes,

2 . however faatastic or olscure it way at first look to us. The wovement has

(A

° sang, Op. cit., p. 24,
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evident significence for Chinese interaantionul relitions us well as internal
politics, «nd thus is iwportant to us directly. ovur persistent recctions

of disnissal have not maue tha wovewent really go awny; it has, as deseribad,
becowe wore extremc. It thus appears that our ouwn. intercsts would be better
served by grester efforts to unuerstand what the lwoists are about in this
campaign - othervise we do not even know whut we are disuissing by our usual
res;onses. sSuch undarstonding has no inplicution of uncritical acceptance;
it is wercly a first prereguisit: if we wish to have a rational and flexible
wethod of dealins; vwith their verbal and behaviorel nessases = a niethod in
which undorstinding, evaluution, and resrouse are all maxiually clear and

separate,

An unusual but relevant and enlightening parallel may be given for the
most extrenc instance of such an aim, nanely understanding &nd res;onding to
statements about "The Thougzht of lao'" which strike us as really crazy, by
considering the handling of the literally "crazy' comnunication of ;sychotic
patients within cur own socioty. .although nore then six decicdes heve passed
since,reud began his efforts to nnderstand end meke sense ol the communicat-
ions of neurotics, as ziven in voris, dreaus, sywptows, ani odd behavior, only
i3 or so yecars &0 the lLebavior an. speec!: of psychotics were still considered
thoroushly "erazy" - that is, as irrational and waking no understandable
sense., 1ln the few yzars since, this vici.point has chaaged grestly, until now

it is widely recognized professicnally that even the most peculiar anu axtra-

T MR R g e N S e

ordinary stutewents and behavior of such patients regulerly ex ress sone dis-
cernable sense reluated to the patient’s own life exjerience and social con-

texts - esjpeciaily his ranily context and the imuecdiate context of interact-

ion with an intervicier, And, of purticuler iw ortance for our present con-
ceras, this discovery hes ra; idly led tovard new and wore effective wethods
of trecatrent.,* That is, better understanding of what the patient is exe
pressing, and of its derendence on the Lehavior and cousunicution of others, i
has led to the discovery of ways of dealing with dilficult bLehavior vhich are
both niore rationally based and more effective than yrevious means, and which

depend oa comamaicutional, rather than physical or chewical, means of influence.

It may be similerly valuable to look at scme jrinciples that were found to be

basic in unuerstanding such literally erazy comuunication, oand sce how they nay

be applied, vutatis wutandis,to zetting a better srasyp on '".ao's liixed-u;
Thoughts", -

* Cf., vat¥lawick, beavin, and Jackson, op.cit, esp. Ch, 3,7; natzlaviex, .,
MA Review of the Louble Bird theory", Family Process 2,132-153(1)63);tuley,d.,
Strategices ¢f rsychiotherary, XNew York, urune ani sStrattoa, 1933,
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IV = & POSITIVSE GlsoaAL AFTROACH T0O "rORULGN" VOLITIC.AL COHEUNICATIONS

The preceding section hus focused on some rervasive faults in our
usual arproaches to the "Thou ht of Meo'" rovement, This scction is related
by opjosition; it attempts to outline exyplicitly a set of jositive prin-.
ciples for bhetter understanding of jpolitical communications, on which the
next sectiou’s analysis of this woveient is based, althcouzgh their utili-

gation there ordinarily is not specifically pointed out for reasons of con-

venience and readibility. To make their rclevance and signiflicance clearer,

these‘Operative principles are presented within the context of & jrefacing
strtewent of principles about the nature of comwunication itself, Both
presentations are broad in scope and statement, for the general reasons
given earlicr, and also because the jroblei of understanding foreign pro-
puganda or other jolitical co.smmication is not unique, but a ;erticular
case of the senaral proulem of understanding messages about humen social
interaction (which incluuz2s aliost &1l but exclusively technical or scien-
tific cowuunications) that are exotic in origin - that is, wessages vhose
cont;xts, prenises, conventions, and styles of cownunicetioa, in acuition
to their particular content, arc likely to e unfemiliar to us. The wmost
besie ;rollei.s, -and corresjondiagly th2 a;j:ropriate approach, in eflective
understanding of such comuunications relite to the usture ol comunication
in gen: al and to these broad types of difference and unfamiliarity, rather
than to the jarticular source or subject of any given set of messages. Ace
cordingly, the prihci;lcs stuted here are Jdistilled from several sources -
including the study of "crazy" communication in psychiatry, rather sinilar
anthropolo;ical vork directed toiard making sense of the jueer customs and
beliei{s ol native zrou;s, and the studies of implicit rmessages in Chinese
films conducted as.another part of this research projzet - and y2t are |
zeaxrally ralevant for ayplication to the political case of ""he Thousht
of Lad Tse-tunz’ movaient,

Indged. some of these ;rinciples alout the naturc of cor..unication
and its study way well aypear to be just ordinary natters of coumiion sense.
Nevartheless, their stiatowent tojether and in a systeicatic way is ol value.
It is just what should be evident that is gften left implicit, applied
irrezularly, or otherwise nejlected. Consistent and systematic ajj.lication

of basic principles is by no wmeans easy,,espucially in such an crotionally

n——— - 410 dednant
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chorged arca as response to political communications, and failings at this
level of basic orientations can not Le controlled or repaired by rigor at the
narrowver level of detailed analytic procedures, since their influence on

observatioas and findings is pervasive and general,

Princinles - Comsunication and lnterjfetation

The most Zeneral principle.about cornunication is so very simple that
its sigoificance and implications reguire considerable discussion:
1) All communication is cowposed of messages. )
.This means, on one hand, that uessajes exist and are rcal only as
such -~ that is, &s interrelated items within some conventionul system
of social communication about objocts, events, ideas, and rclationshigs,

all of which in turn also arc partially delimited and defined by the

conceits and structure of the rarticular language or other couniuni-
cation systetn-itselfs On the other hand, this also means that any
objects, events, or relatioaships to which messages refer are always
necessarily different from the messsges theuselves, in two different
yays: They are at a different lecvel of ﬁreality" or existence, and are
wore extensive. hessages, even at best, are conjarable to theory in
science; they are a sort of selcctive and shorthand form of jointing
out, describing, or comﬁenting on certain aspects of the world of
existence and experience. The next two principles, of great practical
b importance, follow dircvetly from this,
2) Communications are always potentially understandable, to some deiree,
but are never fully self-evident.

Since ressages are di:lerent frow but rclated to their referents,
1 : cormunication necessarily involves encoding into messages by a source
: and decoding by a receiver. Therefore interprotetion ol messages,.
although it may be habitual and not conscious, is always a crucial’
par£ of comuuaication.®

A Lo i e

This jrinciple underlies and sums up revious discussion about the
probability of misunderstanding when messages are either diswissed as

incomprehensible, or too raadily accepted as self-evident. 7o taﬁe

+

» It should also Le noted that where there is social contact, comuuni-

| cation is essentially ubiguitous; '"ihere is-no not comunicating." Be-

havior jrovides ncssajes as well as language. Sven silence, in a social
context, is a message, and one whose significance obviously varies with

the society and situation in which it occurs, |
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a message at "face value" really wmeans to interpret it unconsciously
accordinz to some halbituwnl system - which may differ greatly from the
sender's system, while diswissal denies the possibility or value of
interpretation,.

Messages are only stutements; they are neither true nof false.

This principle goes against the zrain of comon ushge, but for good
reasons, ['rom the rrcceding description it is clear thqt as such a
message, being of a different order from its referents, merely exists
as' a statement. The dichotony ol "true'" vs, "false", like similar ones
such as '"rational" vs, "irrational" or '"realistic" vs. "unrcalistic"

can only have meaning in refereance to relationships between messages

and their referents. Such a reference way be implicit in ordinary
labeling of messayges as tru2 or as false, but this referencial aspect
is thereby leflt unclear or even okscured. iorsover, such dichotomous
distinctions ars often much too simple and limited to be apjropri:te
for eccurate aunalysis ol these rclationships., Such over-simplification
further prouotes accejtance of false alteractives, both of which are
mislending, like that between blanket rejection of messages as "just
propaganda" and blanket accejtance as "truth", Jome potential conple-
xities of relationships betwcen messazes and referents vhich wust Le
recognized and tiken into account will be surveyed next.

Jvery message has multiple mcanings.

The import of this .rinciple mev ' conveyed by & series of related
and complenentary statements whose rrimary foci are on different us-
rects of this complexity. A major duality in the significance of mes-
sages wes first pointed out by Bateson in the statement that every
message in trausit is both a report and a conmund: "Un the one hand,
the niessage is a statement or reyort about events at a jprevious mo-
ment, and on the other hand it is a comuand - a cause or stiumulus
for events at a later moment."* This view of messages stresses their
duality in terws of cause-result and te.poral sec..ence, but it also
begins to point tovard recoznizing that all messages are hoth infofma-
tive -~ via their ex;ressive and descrijptive aspects - and influential,
via respouses which both these aspects induce. This comrlex rie may

ltuesch, J. and Dateson, G., Cou unication: The Social atrix of
Fsychiatry. ©New York, Norton, 1331. p. 179,
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be resliced in yet anothef way, by distinguishing betweea the content
aspect of any message - that‘is, its nanifest subject or tOpié, which
is closely relited to ordinary écnceytions of "information" - and its
relationship aspect - that is, its siznificance for the interaction

of sender und receiver, which is more related to "expression" and
"reaction,"

These considerations provide waruings agaiﬁst éimplistic viewing,
although they probably (o not exhaust all the signilficant comjlexi-
ties thit uway exist in the relationships betueen wessazes and their
refereats in "reality"; including the communicators themselves. In
addition, another type of couplexity nust also be recognized.

Communication always involves a wmultiplicity of interrclated nessajes,

. which wust be considered jointly.

There is no such thin; as & simple, single wessage - one whose
meaning is clear and unnistakable by itself, much as vwe uight desire
this. This stuatement is lurgely equivalent to the comwon idea that
any messaze can only be understood in relation to its context, except
that.this notion of contiext ordinarily is little explored, and far
too limited in scope, At least two intcrconnectoed But analytically
distinguishable types of interrelateduness anong mess:ges wust be )
considered; these concern seyuences and multiple levels,

First, any given message at a certain level - for exarple, a
verbal statewent - is necessarily related to othor similar uessages,
by the saie party or by some other, in an ongoing cormunicoational
interchange., It is obvious that the significance of statement I
in a serices A-D-C depends on the preceding statement A, although sone
of the possible kinds of dejendence are so cow;lex and subtle as
to be far from readily cvident. It is less obvious, and therefore
periaps more injortant tc note, that the meaning of L may also depend
stronily on subseyuent uessazes, which inescajpuably must either rein-
force or nodify whut was st:ited earlier. The scyucnce of messages
that way nced to be considered for reisozably reliable intergpre-
tation of any s:zlected messajze nuy be extensive.

Second; any given messagze at a certain level is always accouw-
panied, anu its sijaificance influenced, by the simultqueods exis-

teace of rclated messages at other levels. Ffor verbal messajes,
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these may involve other fairly isolable and specific chaanels of

comuunication, such as vocal tone, facial expression, or bodily

E f posture or moverent, Vr there way be, as in written messazes, utiore ]
é general factors such as the style of expression and type of conimu- J
é 1 . nication (e.;.. letters, telegraus, official dispatches). And both i

verbal and written wessvges must originate in relation to some set-

ting, in fact a whole heirarchy of settingzs ranging all the way
fron the irnediute situation of ylace and occasion to the overall

% ! socio=-culturel environment,

E , Thus, to consider a messase in its context, which is essential
for its accurate understanding, potentially means that all the
above com; lex and subtle interrclations nezd be taken into account.

Irinciples « Analytic .pjroach

The principles that have just been discussed are prirnarily descrip-

I YO AR) VL 150 M 9223 4 B v

tive, concerned with outlining at a conceytual level the relatioaship of

the nature of comuunication itsel to the zeneral prollewn of accurate in- 3

] ;i terjpetution of messages. Cn the busis of this esseatial [foundatioa, a :
i set of jracticul princinles muy novw bhe stated, which are concreaned with 3

prescribingabasic attitude and ajproach that grouwote accurate analysis k
and understanding of any actual set of forei n messazes. bDecause of tha

aature of lansuage these princijples wust necessarily ue stuted in some ;

seyuence, but in corres;ondeiice vwith the systemalic naturc of communication
itself, they are all interrelatced nnd overlapping to a considerable extent.,
1). . Look at the comunicative data first as messazes of » sencer.
Thst is, exanine stateinents first and foremost as statements,

looking at what is said and how it is said. Considerations ol mean-
i _ ing, motive, and relecions to "reality'" should .be deflerred since
these, like preconcep;tions and second-hand counents, tend to obscure
one's view of the original nessages as such., Also, stutements must
first be considered in relation to their source. The different con-
text of a roceiver, even if it is wider, more comprehensive, or in
some way superior, initially is likely only to increase difficulties
of understanding, although it may well Le brought in later.

2) Take und maintain a positive viewpoint.

There are two aspects to this principle. First, it is iwportant
deliberately to look for what immediately or potentially mukes sense,
rather than nonsense - and the more foreigzn the source, the more

casily this may be miss~td., If messages really contain nonscease,
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this can hirdly be skipped - it will always be left over after a
positive searcl is cxhausted., iut if the focus is on the deficien~
cies of a message first, it is césy to disuiss it without.eVer dis-
covering nﬁ}thin; else,

The secound ésycct is in part a mecans toward the lirst: lessages
béin;lstudied should as far as possible bLe viewed, described, and
charactzrized in positive, intrinsic terus, rather than in negative
and coupirative terus, The aim is toward developing a basic charac~
terization of what a wmessage is,rather than a statemeant of wvhat it
is not. A nzgutive characterization only promotes the separation of
its object [rom all else; a positive characterization provides sone

groundd for seneralization and interrelating, the bases of all logical

" order and understanding.

Aim tosard & holistic view of the message data.

‘ihe analytic aiw should be toward a unified, overall vieﬁ of any
meﬁsage'or set of messzages heing studied rather than a were batch of
senarate olLservations, yet a view which do¢s not distort the data by
imposing eny inappropriate external structure upon fhen. This goal
is predicated upon the prewise, supported by theory amnd experience,
that any series of statemants or masspges on a particular topic fron

one source will posess an inherent order. Indeed, this belief is

implicit in the choice of a group of statcments as a subject for study,

and the implicit precise should be followed up by exjlicit search
for all the internal order and unity that can be found,
two different but closely interwoven lines of adalysis ara cen-

tral in sceking out such order. #First, there is the search for main
themes in the body of messuges - what the messuges are wainly about.
Again, this weans not what a receiver evaluates as wost important,
but what is most gencral or fundamental in the messages as such, and
thus presuwably for the sender. Such importancé is often indicited
by ihe recurrance of eome matter, though it also may be indicated
by somo other form of ewmyphasis. Complementary to this search for

main themes is the search to discern hov such themes (and also niore

linited asrects of the messages) fit toszethe:r into pattefnq and systens

within the whole body of wessuges. Ultimately, this may include,

oiten in very enlightening ways, even aspect which at first
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secmed exceptional or contradictory, or stijes of developmont in
a communication seyuence,*
i'ocus attention on the original data.

This siuply means that to the maximun feasible extent, attent-
ion should be devoted to close anc cureful examination of the actual
stautecuents of interest, winiwizing reliunce on desceriptions, char-
acterizations, or sumseries uade by other parties, or on rreconcept-
fons. lxploration of the raw data, althoush important throughout,
is especially crucinl at the ouvtset of any study.

Consider messajes in relation to all contexts of discernable importance,

As indicated earlier, wany contexts of different sort and scope
may all be relevant for interpretation of any given messages. These
cannot all be exhaustively studied; ultiuwately and logically this
task is intinite - like many other problenis in human living. Proc-
tical comprouises with the uitimate reguirements for sure unders- .
tanding are thercfore nccessary. In dealing with familiar messages,
there is much automatic and unconscious reliance on exj:erience and
habit. 7he wore exotic the source of a message and the greoter its
importance, hovever, the less this is safe and adeyuate, and the
creater the neod for deliberate and extensive cunsiceration of such
contexts #s the source of a messuze, the occasion and audience, the
gencral political situation, related massages, conventions of conm-
munication, and zenersl cultural conce;tions and prenises. Yet in
practice eveu a reasonable amount of such contextual exanination,
in connection with the other principles given here, ordinarily will
suifice to clarify the basic import or messages ueing studied, or
at lcast to prevent serious wmisintergpretation ;nd incdicete vhere,

further examination is needed,

An =xteaded genezral ciscussion of the nature of this anrroach as it

relates to anelysis of the inhercent order of whole cultures is presented
in weakland, John E., "Method in Cultural anthropolo,y", [hiloschy of
Scicnce;18, No., 1, 55-69(1951).

A roloted briefer discussion is presented, and ap,lied to the analysis

of Chincese Coumunist filns, in Jeaklsnd, Jehn ll,, Chincse l'olitical and
Cultural ihewes; & Study of Chinese Conmunist "ilus, U.S. Naval Urdnance

Test Station, China Lake, California (ICTS Ti4029), August 1966,

i S A0 P Sl NN S0 e o AR




A gy,

R A I

A S N e s

-

V = "5 THCUSHT O HAQ Tsi-TUNGY - TS HOVINSNT ANALYZED

A8 2 slozan, "The Thought of dao Tse-tung'" is a single term, Yet even
the brief review of ity prouwotion by the Chinese Counmunists given alrecady
indicetes that des;ite some persisting siwilarities there have been irport-
ant developuents and changes in reference for this terw. Incdeed, it appears
that there hove been three cdiflfercat major euphases in the movement, which
herctofore huve not ieen sufficiently distinguished and discriminated, and
that these have a;peired as major although not exclusive foci in successive
time perfods. Thus, aithough this correlation admittedly is only partial,

a Eerfain clarification can be produced by considering the total movement
in terns of three jphases: A long first phase pronoting lao's thought as
adajtive in "cowbining the universal truth of iiarxism-Leniniswm with the con-
crete‘practice of the Chinese ravclution”; a uiddle phase of ewphasis on the
originality of +wmo's thought and its value in solving jroblems of science,
techaoloygy, and jroduction specificuily; and a third jhase, still continu-~
ing, of extreme yet abstract slorification of lao's thousht and Mao hiuself
as a ﬁnique-géﬁeral Juide to correct and effective socjo-pclitical attitudes.
Associuated with these differences there are, more particularly, coansiderable
differences in the apparent sense’ or nonsense of the novement's'claims.
shile these discriminetionsinitially help to clarifly the couwplexity
of the overall covement by sub-dividing it, in relation to the holistic
viewing recomuended earlier they jose, in addition to the problam of unier-
stunding euch of the diverse pﬁases, a major problen about what unity can
be found arid this diversity. .hat is the explanation of each jhase, and
can the throe-thase wiovement be szen as a whole: These problems will now
be agrroached as f.llows: i'irst, cach phase vwill be re-exauined, :separ-
ately any in succession. After identilication of the period in g&estion,
attention will be focused on the relationships bLatween the chiracter of the
moverent, vhot sense it sczems to make, and the existin; context. This wmecans
that in each instance, account nust Le taken on-the one hand 1) of liao's
own officiul unu functionzl josition; 2) of th2 nature and extent of his own
writings and specches; 3) of the nature and extent, similerly, of Chinecse
Coumunist pronouncements about '"MHuo's thouzht" and about Mao himself; and
4) of the zeneral political context - Loth the internal Chinese context

and the related international context. Cn the other hand, attention must
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also be ;iven to examining our usual standards of judging sense and nonsense
for the specific kind of‘nituation or claims existing in that phase - a
particular instance of considering the influence of our own viewings. The
aim of this frocedurc is to expand and clarify our vicus of each phase, one
by one. After this, the overall situation can be looked at again, to see
what unity way exist, vhat line of development throuzhout the long-term

movement, an.! what may be expectable in the future.

The First Fhase - Appronticeship and spplication

The }irst phese is uniyue and of special interest precisely becaﬁse,
in contrast to both succeeding phases, it does not pose any great jroblen
of understanding ajparent nonsense, since for this era the presentation of
"lino's thought" secns reasonably understandable from the outset, Yet it is
still in order to examine this period, and not to skip past it. aAttention
given here to understanding "sense" - how and why this phiase looks accejpta-
ble to us. - cén'help in understanding "rensense" « how &nd why the later

pheses of the wovenent look so different end strange.

This pliase way be taken as lasting from the 1930's until the late 1950's.

buring cbout two-thirds of this period the Chincse Comiwunists were wainly
ensa_2d in the revolutionary struégles and guerrilla varfare shich even-
tually brought fhcm to national ypower, while in the finul third they were
mainly enga ed in consolidatihg their natioaal rosition, building a govern-
mental ahd econowic. structure, and establishing international relatious,
both within and outside the Comunist bloc. ruring both, they considerably
looked toward, and up to, the Soviet Union as the leader of Comrunisn,
thoush in two dilferent ways. DUuring their revolution the Chinecse Com-
munists received little direct or material support from Russia, but they
did take Marxism-Leninisw as a doctrinal guide, seeing the Soviet Union
as a proof of the corrcctaess of Communist revolutisnary theories and there-
fore as o historical model to be followed ~ with sowme adJustments and re-
visions. After national jower was attained, the Soviet Union continued to
be a model, now for socio-econoitic construction and develojuient, and also
became a direct source of aid, in money, goods, and in technical exyperts =-
thus also providing a direct teachinz function.

Luring this era, as ricationed, Mao's position was largely prasanted
a8 that or'u "first amon; eyuals" in China, and this indecd seens to cor-

resj;ond rather well with his actual functioniny as an active top leader
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and strétcgist closely uccompanied.and suppo-ted by major associates of other.
bents and activities. This was also the period of Mao's greatest'prdducti-
vity in writinz anc speeches, so that wost of "The Thou ht of Mao'" as such
dates from this time, As already noted, most of the content of this work

was explicitly concerned, in detail or broadly, with development and appli-
cation ol classical Couuniist doctrine to the situation in China. Chinese
Comsunist characterizations of liao's thought as "cowbining the universal
truths of tiarxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Chinese revo-
lution” -_minér in extent co.rcred to later periods - seem to agree rather
well with all this. Corres;ondingly, also, Nao's position iﬂ relation to
that of the Russiun leaders ~ certainly to Stalin - was presented largely

as that of "younger brother", just as China at this period repeatedly labeled
itself as the "younger brother" of the doviet Union in the "rrogressive
fanily" of socialist countries.

In sum, then, what we find in this period is quite extensive congru-
ences ~ betwecen wao's position, functions and statements as such, or as they
appear, to us, and the way they are chiracterized by the Chinese Communists
rmore or lesé formally anc‘officially, and between all of this and its evi-
dent context of Chinese revolutionary zoals and struggles.. That is, we may
reject both lao's goals, such as revolution and the ernulation of the Soviet
Union, and his means such as guerrilla warfare and political direction of
literary, work. Yet in relation to such explicitly defined goals, Mao's
own statements of means, and echoing comuents on them by the other Chiaese
Couwrunists, seein reasonably relevant and adaptive, This mutual relovance of
ends and means, despite any political or woral dislike for thei:, thus apprars

as central to our judiewent of this phase as understandable.

The Sccond lhase - Indersnuence and Innovation

In the scecund phase the situation is very differeat. This period, in
fact, is esjpzcially interesting and jotentially informative just because
it seeus 50 uixed, in contrast both to the relative clarity.of the first
yhase and to the jervasive extremism of th: third phase. Ia this niddle
phese, the context again seemws clear enough, end the ajor ;oals of the
siovement can fairly readily be discerned and related to this context. It
is even possible without too much diifficulty to sce the movemenﬁ,lat the

level of weans, as politically adaptive, ut in the economic~industrial
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sphere, just vhere the gonls arc closest to our own interests and values,
thp nature of the "Thousht of hao" wovement now looks very ill-suited as
means,
Ihis phase may be tuken as beginning somevhere around 1338, but being
in full evwing from late 1963 to'late 1965. (Since there is considerable
overlarping and transition not only for the moverient as such but also for
the related contexts, jprecise dating is not significant Jor the basic line
of exjlanation here, and attewpts in that direction prolably would only ob-
scurc broad fundamental relaticnships.) This is the era of the instigation
and subscjuent collapse of China's econcudc-imiustrial "dreat Leap forward",
the dcrarture:of Soviet technicions in 196C, reduction o Soviet aid ;enerally,
and the zrowing pulitical conflict and rupture betwean China aﬁd the Soviet
Union., In the earlier period the rajor tasks facinz the Chinese Comrunists
had been to take pover and rebuild an econowy, both by folloving and adapting
the Soviet wodel. How, althouzh the Chinese Comiunists were much stronger
and rore establiéhed, the Soviet Union wvas, increasingly, no longur cither
a reljuble socurce of direct help nor an appropriute, acce)tabile model and
inspiration. “Thus the problew of China joing it on its own - both econowically
and rolitically - was siuultancously more jossible and wore urjzent, ) '
In this period and context Mao's actual writing and Speaking,'at leust
for jeneral theoreticel or policy statements, appears to drop of{ greatly
althou;h, s};nificantly, he did meke sone staterents on internationczl affairs,
both opposing "U.S. imperialisn" anc denouncing iussian "revisionism",.*
But it wes also in this context that the first "ireut Leap Forward" in the
prouotion of lao's thouzht and in the clevation of Chairman Mao as suprene
leader occurrsd. In particular, it was durinz this period that claims for
the orizinality of "iao's Thouzht" as a new development in Courunist doctrine
- Marxism-leninisw and the thouzht of llaoc Tse-tunz"” - rather than as mainly
an application, began to be asserted and emphasized.®* And althcush Mao's
personal positibn and political pover in China at this period could hardly
have beea siznilicantly sreater than they were already throuzhout the 1950's,
Chinese Comzuaist rropazuanda now. began incfeasingly to single out and elevate

tlao Individually &s the jreat leader of the Chinese Revolution,

*  iegey on th2 one hand, Statemcats by Lao Tse-tun; Callins on the icople of
the .orld to Unite to (jrose the .z :ressive and hellicose lolicies ¢t Ueve
Iipeorialisa end Lefead world Feace (leking, foreizn Laniuages bress, 1334), end
on the other, a nurber of stateuents forming part of "un ahruschov's Fhony

. Comnmunisi and 1t istorical lessons for the world" (July 14, 1364), soume
of which wure included in uotations Srow Chaira:n MNao Tse-=Tun: (lceiting,
fereiszn Languages lress, 1J69).

Ut Ct. Guillaill' OPQCito' p. 186,
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This phase of the movement thus is cleerly marked by greater distance
and difference between Mao's own writings and activities, and the general
claiius made for them by the Chinese Conmunists, than was the case.for the
first phnse. Yet, in the context of the split with the Soviet Union and

growing rivalry withii the world Comnuniast syétem, it is understandable that

the Chinese -~ for whom convictions of "ri htness" and certainty, usually

bascd on somz historicel wodel, ancient or reccent, have always seemed essen-
tial lor iuspiring and validating action - should now put increasing enjphasis
on the chief available "native" wodel of doctrine, "The Thousht of Mao Tse-
tung," and corres;ondingly ¢n its author also. At the same time, the greater
this Chinose-voviet sj:lit, the greater the resjponsibility attached tc Mao's i
leaderslip of China anu the grecter his international iw.ortance, even if i

his domestic position and duties remaia uuch the seme - in fact, a regencra-

(§ dam

tive cycle of interaction is daveloped.

In addition to such iutediately pulitical :(sjects of the woveuent,
however,'in this :thasze Lao's thouzht began to be highly enzhesized as ofler-
ing selutiovus for all kinds oi rroblews of tecunology and sroduction. 1In
the existin; context of "zoin; it alone", again it is not.difricult to re~
coznize the ne2d for such solutions wnd their im; ortance &s goals, [or China
directly, and also for China as self-appointed leader and mentci for other
industrially unceruevelopod countries., fhis leaves cnly one problem, but
& major-on2: "The Thou:ht of lao" as promoted appears very inapiropriate
for this pur;ose; In lact, the severity of this aj;arent contradiction in
a field where Anericans are world leaders clearly has b2en a rmain, if not a
predominant, source of our attitudes of puzzlenent or diswissal toward the
whole moverent. Tiis therefore now requires s;ecial attentioan.

As alreacy meation2d, by the early 1360's "The Thouzht ol Mao Tse-tung"
was increasingly being haiied as the ey to success in many kinds of prac-
tical activities. 1a uany early and simgle instances this prouably was lafgely
an aj;-eal ana prescription for diligence, persistence, and cooperdtiOﬁ anong

the peopls similar to that deydicted in the 1959 film Mew Story of an Olu

Soldier, in which a former meuber of the Sigth Route Army is sent by the
Party to grow srein in virgin lends ia hanciiiria; by detersination and hard
work be succecds despite the rigors of the weather, his own inexverience,

and the ovir-ciutious olstiructiovaisa of « scholirly agricultural cxpert seat

*to assist in the work. Such & uecans of promoting yroduction still nceods
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little explanation, althouzh it éhould be pointed out that it is especially
relevant to the cultural context; in China both individual action aﬁd co~
operative interaction have traditionaliy been based on the deliberate per-
fornsnce by individuals of ziven roles of social behavior and churacter,
which have been delined from above snd inculecated by exteasive exhorta-
tion to follow the uodels presented,

By the wid-1900's, lLowever, the scops of claims for iHao's thought
in this arca vere wuch wore startling: "ss an example of the extrewes
to which the lao cult is curried, 1 was shown a hydraulic press vhich
handles steel ingots up to 30U tons and tol& of the part lzols writings
had played in its design and construction. It was oaly by studying the
Coqunist boss!s praceyts that thz engineers had arrived at the corrcet
decisions, 1 wos tolc¥* The note of disbelief in this iiestern author's
account is already evident, and casy for us to share, but this is still
a minﬁr exauple compared to ouir cowmmon scorn and incredulity wheia we hear

of such accounts in the iekin: Review as "The battle to Make Our Oxyzen

Cylinders" with th: aid of Mao's thought,** and even "ielyinz on 'Cn
bPractice! énd 'On Contradiction' to Make a Chincse-Type wfequenqy Clock'",***
Such thinzs must be nonéense; ve.know too well that the solution of scien-
tific and technical problems reguires tactuul.inf5fmation plus hard-hzaded
rational thinking, that Mao never had any technical or secicntific exjer-
ience, and that his works, except perhaps some parts on gusrrilla worfare,
are zenzral and even philosphical in natur: - how could they be relevant?
Yet this can still be & situation in which we interpret and draw a
simple conclusion too easily and readily. ‘e right recell that training
for the Chinese imperial 5ureaucracy, vhich for many centuries eflicctively
oryerated a non-technolojical but vast, couplex and highly -rationalized
ad.inistrative syste.., consisted of rote study of the ancient Chinase

classics; these weré hardly closer to their practical tasks than "The

\ Toyolski, feliks, ":aoism is Red China's New ileligion." Falo Alto
Tiues, sug. 2, 1966,

**  Meng Teh-ho, iekin_ Review 9, No. 30, July 22, 1966, p.23.

*** fangz Pu-ken, lexin, Review 9, No. 25, dJune 17, 1986, p. 25. .
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Thougiht of lao'" is to science and enginecringz., Perhaps‘we know our own
technology too well - in the sense that we are now so accustomcd'fo a
highly technological calture that we focus almost exclusively on its in-
wediate aspects - facts, procedures, rationality, expertness and exyli-
citness - and take for yrunted any wore general context in which these
are operative., Therefore, when the Chinese Communists bring up juestions
of techinology, these are the sort of factors we exnect to find mantioned,
and this kind of exjectation is reinforced by the very terw "Thouzht of
Mao', since in tlis context particulorly the austural ond automatic conno-
tation of "thousht" for us is "rationality". .e find very little of these
factors in Chinese Comwunist ;ropaganda on Mao's thouzht in the solution
of technicel problems, especially on cursory examination, and naturally
we conclude that this line of propaganda is arrant nonsense.

There is, hovicver, a further and very general factor involved in
successful technical work, nauely its social and pyschological context,
and whon this is taken account of the above picture changes grectly. Cr-
dinarily this context is scarcely consicered in our society because, being
alrcuady accustoned to faniliarity and confidence with technolegy, and to
prositive attitudes toward further iniuovation, the context provides a posi-
tive foundation rather than ;rovlems.* The situstion faced by the Chincse
Comuunists is very diiferent., China hi:s long been a highly conservative
and traditicnal scciety; thet is, both individual inclination and social
pressures there favored certainty achieved by adherence to customary ways,
and avoidance of th2 now, different end problematic. In addition - though
also partly an effect of this traditional orientation - most of the limited
Chinese experience of modera science and technology has been unider the
domination &nii control of foreiguners, or at best a lesternized Chincese elite,
further leadin; to lack of general self-confidence in this areca of endecavor.
¥rom this angle, evea in this area the "Thouzht of Mao" movement'might
legitimately be luargely concerned not with '"rationality" but with norale -

with inspiration, encouragement, jromotion of convictions of ability and of

. we ordinarily forget that even in Vestern civilizotioa this state of
affairs is relatively recent, historically, and that our jresent econowice-
tecimolojical system itself arose in close ¢onnection with ideological
develo; sonts, as aiscussed, for exaulle, in Max uweber's The lrotestunt
asthic and the Sririt of Capitalism (Tr. by Talcott larsons, wew York,
Seribner, 1930.)
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the possibility and rightness of change - in a way that is quite similir
to the nature and functioning of this propaganda in the political area,
as described. The pronotion of 'iao's thought", on this view, but put
into teruws riore fawiliar to us, is essentially the prowotion of Mao's
feeling and conviction that the Chinese themselves can on their own-do
much that théy huve not done before, both politicolly an: technically.

This interpretation is confirmed by a more thorough look at what the
Chinese Comaunists theusclves reully say, repeatedly and in various sources.
For instaice, «t th: simple and popular level of films, an emphasis on con-
fidence and daring to go ahcad - to break new ground fijuratively as well

as litcrally - already is also eviuent in New Story of an Old Soldier, vhile

in a 1958 film about the iiing Tombs dem project, Sinzinz above the Reser-

voir, the develo uent sad dissewination of ncw construction technigues is

a uwajor theme. At more complex levels, when the Felking: lleview pieces on
making oxyzen'eylinders &nu frequency clocks arc read carcrully, it be-
cormes evident that they discuss the relevance of "ihe Thought of MNao' to -
thesestaslis rather ex;licitly in terws of morale factors - willingness to
experiment, coni{idence in one's own abilities, luck of dependence on for-
eign uwocels or conservative euthoritics, and so on. Thus, the moker of °
oxyzen cylinders, a former tinsmith, first had to meet Chinesce conservatisn,
then Soviet oprosition:
I ismedietely joined the other cuwrades in experiments, to improve
our cylinders. iie had the backing of the Party organization. Dut
there were a few vho.....tried to tihrow cold water on the whole thinyg,
They said "lthese tinsniths are only abtle to put together a dustjan,
*ét they arc thinkin; of making oxysen cylinders, hey are nothing
but toads trying to cat swan_flesh".....l-nut_7 ye refused to be dis-
courazed viren we hcard all this....You can say what you like; we
will go on with vhat we are doinz. A few sarcustic remarks will
not shaike our deternination,
The workers uzde some progress; then the author was sent with a delegation
to the Soviet Union, but was not. permitted to see their oxysen cylinder
fuctory. lle was outraed. _

I picked up my copy of Chuirman iiao's scleeted works and began

reading, In one [iscage, Chairuan  Lao ‘aid: ™.e stand for self-

" reliance. e hope for forcizn aid, but . 10t he dependent on it;
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we dej.end on our own efforts, on the creative power of the-whole
aruy anG the entire people." ‘ihese words gave me a big lift anﬂ

1 told myself: ‘The foreigners have two hands; so have we. They
each have a brain; so have we. uhat is there to stop us muking

what théy have made? It is iupossible to believe that a country
with a pojulation of 0650 million jeople can't even ueake a good
oxygen cylinder, Let the iuperialists go on with their embargo.

Let the revisionists go on with their blockade. They won't frighten
us. e will rely on our own efforts. iec will prove ourselves by

making an oxygen cylinder!®*

Similarly, ifangz the clock worker wet with discouragenent from tradi-

tionalists when he oroduced a bold new idea:
&

L

Some told me: "This can be tried out, but if this path leads
anywhere, others would have been sure to have gonz down it long

ago." If others have not explored this path, I said to myself,

that made it all the norc nccessary for me to explore it. Everything

must be tested in practice.

In this he was relying on Mao's "On Practice:

Chairran Mao says: "Cur chief method is to learn werfarsthroujih '
warfare....it is often not a wmatter of first learning and thea do-
ing, but of doing an! then learning, for doing is itself learning"...

Chairman Mao toaches us: "The uwovement of chanze in th: world of
objective reclity is never ending and so is man's cognition of
truth through practice." ‘The expericence of others is not fixed
and insiutable; we are not only aﬁle but we ere duty bound to ea-
rich end improve on their cexperience....Unly by breakinz with the
old concepts can we unierstand and create new things; only by
brecizing with Eonventions. darin; to challenge all the "authori- .
tics," can we develop new techniyues anu strike out along our own
path.** T

Similar messages can be found ~ on looking - throughout many Chinese

Communist jpublications of the period, for instance a summing up of this .

whole set of themes under the labol "ureclt the Cult of iforeiga Technology,
Develop Creativeness,"***

*  Meng, loc. cit., pp. 23, 24.

** Fang, loc. citi, p. 27.

. *** Translated from Feking Jen-uin dihtggﬁ. MNovember 13, 1965, in_Survey
0

f Mainland China I'ress No. 5588, p. 3, vecember 1965,
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Furtherviore, it is now being recognized even in our own society
that such factors arc directly significant in technicel work, especially
vhen a major ;joal is innovation and creative cevelopment - vhich, as
noted, is so important en aspect in the Chincse context. for example,
the general problem of techknical creutivity and the conditions which
prowote it hins been studied over uweny years by iordon, a highly ;racti-
cal man vho has muce a successful career as an industrial consultant in
this.field.‘ lis work comes out =s very conjruent with the Chinese views
we have been examininz, Thus, ke finds that "in the craative jrocess
the emaéioual coujonent is wore inportant than the intellactual, the ire-
rational wore iuwportent than the rational," end in a chapter exjlicitly

concerned with "Iha Comnonplace ond “xrertis2", he discusses the don-
gers of "laarned ccaventions'" which "can be windewless {ortresses vwhich
oxclude viewing the world in new ways",** in contrast to the possibility
of obtaining new idens tovard the soluticu of technical problens by us-'
ing unalogies based cn fariliar everyday obsarvation and ex;erieace. In’
the lijht of one ol Gordon's exan; les, wirich describes the successful
develo;ment of a dripless cisjenser nodeled after the action of a horse's
anus, men3's account of the coace;tion of onc of his ideus for the
makking of =xygen cylinders. «oes not seew too wild:

Le went everyviiere and searched ror data in bookstores for & way
to Lrin; the to} of the cylinder to & cone-shared joint. Once,
vhile I vas working in the kitchen, 1 san the cooiis mcking baoxi
(steawed duurling). The way they pinched the doujh to enclose
the filling and seal the toj made me think: Lasn't this the sauwe
princiyle for the wmechanicul drawing of e cone-shuapa2d roint to our
eylinders? llowever, dough can be a sqgucezed together by hand, but
vhat can be used to do this to a red-hot cylinder blank” Later,
while visitin; & nachine forging works, I saw a stoam hanmer use
to forze steel ingots., This struck me as just like working with
douzh.*"~

Approachinz; the sare problew arca in a different way, a work by an

American industrial ysychologistafresents the followiny account of hovw an

.

aordon, ‘.edads, Syaceties: The Develarnmoent of Creaative Carncity,
New York, Jarper auu louw, 19061, '

* 0[.‘; ‘Cito' Pe 92,
** Meng, op. cit., p. 24,
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exjerimental progran in creative thinking vas set up in a menulacturing

plant, and the factors ccusidered of wain injortance:

The first tventy minutes of the session were devoted to a talk
by the jroduction manager of the plant. The talk was designed to
accantuate the iwjortance of inmovetion to the cowpany. At this
first st:.ge, it vos nocessary to link the procuction of new ideas
to the cox,cctletion of success and revard in the company.r Lxanples

were jrovidel showing hov chunges in’  roduct lines, jurchasing and

producticn gave the compreny & competitive edge. Hopefully the quite

realistic notion would b2 establishced that the company recognized
it had an untonyed resource in thz creative potential of its mane~
agenent ;ersonnel, and it was prepared te receive new ideas,

It vwes ex;ected that this exiortative preseatation, although
vitally noeded, would arouse anxiesty becutse it involved a sudden
and unusual dewrand cn the subjecets. Therefore the following twenty
tinutes were devoted to a talk b& the experinenter on tha topic
"blocks te ereativity." Tiis talk was stroctured to ansver three
anticipated interfercaces with [roductivity at the session, namely
the thoughts: (1) "I am not cajuble of having new ideas;® (2) "feo-
ple lauzh at things new and unusuel, end I will meet sociel resis-
tance;" (3) "If I try to chunge thiags, 1 will ;ot in troulle with
the people vho are used to doing things the old way. The boss

won't like it." To ellay the lirst anxiety, fear of incapability,

exan:les were .resented shoving how incividuals ere creative in
their day-to-day lives whencever a problem is gresented &nd the old
solutions aro not feusible (e.z. "whea your vwife usocs a couple of
hair pins wnd a puper nepkin 4¢ she can't find the baby's bib.")

For the sccond anxiety, fear of social ridicule, it was emphasizeéd

thet ¢l creative men were men vho belicved in theusalves, and it
vas usuwlly they who had the last laugh (e.3. "fulton's folly, the

first steam boat.ﬁ) As for meceting fear of resistince from the

estoblishiment, the subjects were told not to write their nomes on

the ixercise in Creative Thinkinj that vis to Le handed out (e.g.

"here the man who owns the horses will not know: the identity of the
wan vho iz inventing the zasoline engine.")*

Ireen, Michael, "in xercise in Creativity: A Short Frogram."

Un;ublished reiort, Stanford University, 1337,
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uith the one excejtion that in the Chinese context at lcast the lMuoist
faction of the estublishnent actively yrcuwotes end recognizes technical
change as desirable, rrther than opposing it, the jarallels ajain are very
close. ,

Thus even in this technical arei where "The Thouzht of Mao'" toverent
at first glance seews wildly irrelevant, tha:re is an imjortant element of
basic sease to be discerned. This of ecurse does not wean that Chinese
Comiuaisgt claius, once understood, shonld be swalloved whole; it is still
quite jpossible or eoven likely that wore exhoriation is given than is
effectively received, that technical suceesses achleved in this way arc
overplayed and feilures windumized, and also that cexperts and exjertise
are unduly naligned in atte.;ting to counter their conzervative influences.
But it does mesn that without close and coreful study of the wovenent,

not just the ensvers but even the central guostions are not self=-evident.

‘the Third ihase - The lofty Leader

It is wmore difficrlt to discrindinate clecrly between the secund and
third phoses of the "fhouht of !lao' movenent than to delinit the first
phase bececuse there is nore overla;ying, yet significant differencaes in
focus and emphosis wake such a distinction pessible and valuacle., Sl
thouzh scome references to technolo;y and jroduction are still ohservable
recently, they are less fre.,ucnt and ruch mor: abstract and general in
content,* while the cuntinuin; joliticcl claims for l'ao's thou ht be-
come wuch strcnjer amd wore sweeiing, Now loo's thought doxs not uerely
add certain new clenments to Morxisw-Leninisn, but apn2ars alnost to sujer-
sede it us the only truc ideolozy, the unigue guide and zusrant=e for
correct and succes..'ul cultural and political attitudes. Indeed, tha
halliirs of this jhasce appears to bLe extremism end jrandiosity in churac-
terization of laro's thoujht end es;ecially ifiao hiusell, hijhly stereots-
ped an. endlcésly reyeated,.

ihis _hase mey ve teiken os roughly coinciding with the geriod of The
Gre..t iroletarian Cultwral Revolution, bezinning in late 1365 and still
coatinuinge. Fhe wost important context for this ;eriod is that of inter-

1

nal politics - the atru,zles anong the Chinese Connunists vetween the

(o and Liu sheo-chi factions, vhich after sikircishes on the "eultural®

1 .

¢ BeZey, "M.a0 Wse-tun;'s Thoujht - Lanner of Victory in Sealing the
lici ;hts of Science and Technology", bekiny Reviaw 42, No. 42, Cct.ld,
19468, p.la.
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front, hive become increasingly open en. central. ‘the continuing con-
flicts with "Amcricun'impcrinlism" and "soviet revisioaism," thoush still
Bijnificant, new largely apjpeer in relation and as secondary to the Chinese
internal strugzle. This is exemplified by the rccurrent use of the label
"China's Lhruschov" to refer to and attick Liu Shao-chi; this terminology
keeps up the old attacizs on "soviet revisionism" but now the main target
claariy is Liu and Yis surrorters.

In this reriod, apart from aan Geccosional saatence attiributed to Nlao
in articles by others there are practically no now slatements by Mao him-

self, ven vhen ¥eling Neview oceasionally rejoerts that ao received a

delezetirn or a;ieared at a rally, il is usually said at most that he gave
a forual sreoting, or often only that he vaved to the fzithilul. 1n fact,
thore is even relitively little ..uotation frow his works, althouzh their
rublication on & wide scalz both al leagth end in the "little red book"

of excerpts is resorted, ana sowa of his older works or: re;rintad ot tives
in Jekin; .evicu. speeches «nd articles by colleajuzs such as Lia iso and

ofar to Lao one his

"3

Chou Zin-lai, and editoriils, thouzh they constantly

thou ht, cite hiwm directly ouly bLriefly il ot all. Foking Qeview ocs

bezin cach issue vith a pege of yuotutions [frowm his jrevious writings,
but this ragiuly cones to seaenr like a sy.bolic text rather than a living
nessege = anc Juite coupireble ia this resject with the portraits off tao
vhich recurrently ap;ear on the next fecing urze, latcled as "Cur greet
teacher, grzat lesver, great supreme comumander and srost helnsnan,

In a ratiher siniler way; for some time there has been little specific
inforuation eveilablle on liso's uctual political jusitiou, or on his rer-
sonal state of health, although recont Chinese jolitical uphoavals, in-
crcasing conflict with the Soviet Union, end his advancing age necessarily
raise guestions about both., In great contrast to this dearth of actual
stuteomants, a-:earsances, or factual inforuation - yet somshow linked by
the cormuon alisence of concrete écntent - there is concurrently a continous
£lood of extreme claius about Mao's thouzht ond Yao hinself as a ;ront
leader, .:hare [irst iuo spoke for hinself as ayplying Marxisu to China,
ani then later there were claims for the or.ginality of his pelitical
thouzht, now the Chinese put Moo forvard as the leader of world Conwunien,

and Peikin: Jdeviev jreclains in ecch issue that "Moo Tse-tun;'s Thousht

Lights the vhole ;orld"_- yet China hasg uet reverses as well as successzcs
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in the stru;gle for Communist and world leadership, while the scction

@ o st P B Mt~

mentioned presents little more than rather siwple general tributes to

Mao reported to come froum various people in different countries scattered
ebout tha world., In style and content, in fact, thosc tributes sceu

more like patent meadicine or fundementalist religious testimonials than
anything'elsé. Clairs about Mao anc the internal Chinsse scene are very
sipilar, as typiiied in the song "53iling the Seas Depénﬂs on the Helwns-
wan' and articles cluining, with no details, thet due to Mao's thought
"The Situution is iietter than dver Jefore,"* fGhe case is agzain very
siniler for mor2 personul atat- nents about Mao, as in & recent re;ort
that "Cur Great Leader Chairpan Mao Js JIn idxcellent iobust nealth',**
which only re;orts a reyort to this eflfeet nade by an olficiul to a ico-
ple's liberution Army adr Jorce meatin,, with no conerele sjpecification
vhatever as to vhere, when, or how the officinl hiuself deteriined this,
Indeed, this rervasive auvstractiness, zenerality, and lack of sjpecific
detadl son:hou his the effect of increwsing identification betveen ".zo's
Thousht" enc lino the ;erson - with both bacouwing less recl and concrete,
wmore sywbolic,

With the oxistence of such’ groit diserejuncies  betwveon what can be
disceracd ol Yao's actual curreat ;osition aau situation, an: the extroene
claims nov rade for Meo ani! forr his thousht, we tend to view. this jhuse
of the moven:nt as yuit: [intastic in general, and &s jersonally negel-
omaniac - a "Cult of Léo". Tiere are, howaver, wider ccntexts thaa
that of th: lmwediate »ractical ﬁulitical situatien, anu taking account
of these again is helnful in undarstending the "fantestic",

Althouszh it may at {irst s:em an unlikely source of political en-
lightennent, ve nay tike a clue frown the National Council of Churchas,
Already in 19384, in an article on "Chinzrse Comrunisi As Seen Throush .
Its .rives an? Carpaigns’, they said:

vany observers of Corwamisn have noted that.this essentially po-
liticul, social, and econowdc woverant buoars miny neris of a re-
ligious woveriont. The oUserver will uwsuelly . ualify the tern

religion by a prefex such as "useudo-" or "quasi-", bLut the ree-

Vijious elenments are unuistakable,

. Jen Li-hsia, "The Situution is lietter Than dver Lefore”, Feking
Review 10, Jo. 47, Nov, 17, 1367, p. 8.
*¢  lekin: seview 10, No. 41, vet. 6, 1967, n.l2 ,
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As we have looked at the record of Chinese Coumunist aqtivity
month by month, we hive been struck again end again by the cot-
paigns which aere initiated and cerried forward with great vigor,
The longuage with which these compaigns are conducted is & "lingo"
with religious undertones. The slogaans, calls to action, reporis,
and apieals for sujpovt remind one inecscapably of fund drives, men-
borshi; caupai_ns, the fall projecet amd the spring conpaign, which
are so ruch a jart of churches and service organizations. ‘the fect
thet the Chinese vouwunist Party can cemuend allegiance to its cui-

'paigns docs not alter the fact that the approach appears to call
for voluntery devotion end cuvoperation in the drive of the wonent,?
The article zoes on to mention specifically the caunpaign to "Study
the vorks of fuo Ise-tuag", just then beconin; doiminant, sayinz that "1t
uizht "remind anyone of efforts to prowote study of scered texts in a re-
lizious wmovenent' ng, citing an st.tement of his devotion to this by one
faithful scholer, comments: "Chenge a few vords and you hove the Sunduy
School Scholir's rledgze! The officinl attitudo toward iiao's works in
China today leaves little doubt that they sossoss undisputed 'cunonicity!. "
- thouzh it is also noted that "ieadin: any Pible cen becone tedious end
tiresoue, although the iarty would never acdait that this could be true of
Yao's works",**
To some it may a;pear shocking seriously to consider the "Thoujht of
Mao" novemant in reli5iou§ teris, but this authority is irreprcocachable,
and a relijious viewing of this phase particulirly secms lelplul, es a
rsycholo;ical ap;rcach in teri's of "morale! was helpful for th: second
phise, and a "strate,ic" approach was for the first, sSuch an.ex;lanatory
context or rodel, for instance, makes many of the diserepent relationships
noted above wmuch more comprehensible. In Christisnity itsell, the leader
and his words wre largely identifiosd, extensive serisons for today's sit-
uation w«re validated by wminimal reference te a frazacntury section of
soiie text writtea lon; ago in very diifferent circuumstances, and no cone-
cern is iclt about any uiscrepancy between Christ's symbolic position and
jover = also somatimes referred to as "the Light of the .orld", in fect =

and 2is retual circunstonces,

J China L‘\.Otﬂs' ].I' NO, ‘i' July 11)\5’}' Po 1.

t* loc, cit,

oty
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1n one sense, thea, the "Cult of Mao" iden is a meaningful inter- i
= pretation, but our-understﬁnding may still be obstructed becouse. ve tend ;
to interpret this too personally - as just su extrene self-;rovotion - i
. and this too easily appears to us hoth rerugnant and not credible. This ;
_ aspect of the movemant may look jJuite different and less extrene to mony g
# < Chinese in rolation, psycholosically end politically, to their own hise ;
torical and socio-cultural contexts. The present cloins for eo, for !
] exenple, in soma:rcs;eéts seam mild cemper:d to sitilar ones made by and
for Huhg lisiu~chtuan, the icader“ot the Taiping ebellion o century ago,
This unsuccessful scholar called hivsoll "Younjer Nrother of Jesus" &nd
Jater the ileavealy iling of the dreat i2aceful Héhvenly Lyaasty, balore his
revolt that seized half of China uas finally crushed vith foreign nili- ”
tary aid.* 1r:ds in turn epsears as bul one exaiple of the Chinese tredit-
don of viewing the duperor - the "sSon of deeven” - as
not & god but a ;riest-king - & vicar of heaven churged vith the
duty of maintaining wan «nu the Liddle wingdow in har.ony with
- the universe....ihe Chincse....vere yuite irejpared to aduit any
nuaber of gods. ints their CLﬁhCiOﬁS heaven, but would do.icticelly
insist that thairs was the only true Xin,, end condein vs neroesy
any attoligt to clainm a share of the world for any other on en
eyual footing. The Thristiun rotzsted thot his aloae s the true
' culture of heaven, the Chinese that his &lone wus the true culture
of errth...2ll won within it vere sav:d, whether or aot they were
ethnically of iien orizin. 4ll without were Lenighted. iut the
) L;ght of the “orld shone upon then, vhetlher they ecinowledged it
or = in thzir abysual ignorance - udid not.**
A sinil.r .oint about the ciperor's rosition is made by Fairbanik, citing
an old yuotation streoujly raminiscent of current culogies ol lwo: .
: . Thouszh the “outer burbarians” were only on the frinze of tho
% ' Chinese world ordsr, the awe~inspirin; exsrile of the ¢uperor
; o zade ther acimowladze him 45 the center of civilizatioa, "lle .
4 ' nourished thew like thedr father and wother," wrote & Chinase
P eathusiast in 1339, "ie zave thenm illusiaation like the stn and

moon, e

d

* See, a.ong nany acccunts, Deanis Lloodvwoerth, The Chinyze Jooking
Class. wew Yorik: ifarrur, Stauss and Giroux, 1966, 1067. Fp. 171-172,

2 Jloodveortiy, or. eit., nn, 343-344,

*o0 edrbanky Jolu e, China: e jeoplets ndcule ldnpdon and the Le ey
Cambridge, 11 » belknay Press o the farvard Undvorsity iress, 1Ju7, p.b.
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In fact, the Chinese tracition generally i3 one in which socio-;0litical
ideology is often relijzious in tune, by our standords, as is vitnessed by
our persistent teandency to view Confucianism as a religion.

Furthersore, this is not nccessarily a systew in which the superer -
or Lao - at the apex is exalted only by demeaning those at the bottou of
the social jyrawid, although that misht ajppear so to us. Chinese society
has alweys beén conceived and operated on the basié of a heirarchically
ordered systern of social relationships, with the positiop and security of
cach indivicdunl werber - psychologically as well“as physicully = largely
vwithin this Lilkke any

bagced on his delined place and functioning systocm.

systemw of sccial order, this one hes drowbacks and limitations, but it also’

provices certein beonefits to the indivicurl nembers,

“ech derives a cere- .
tain sccurity from the cxistence of the system and its cefinitions of

rightness, vhich ultimately are susranteed by, #nd the res;onsibility of,
the ruvler; as is well knovia, his lejitinney - thé "andate of lieaven” -
rnust be validated by adeyuate yerfornance, ach, as a part of the whole,
potentinlly shares to scm: extent in tha prestize of the vhole ant of its
Aand the syzten abiJL allovs, in its own chareacteristic ﬁay, some

This is verhaps

head,
root: &nd channels for individual movasent and develormant,
best seen through the cxa:ple of the genaral nature of Chincse eduyation.

In 2all kinds of liclds, the teacher has hish ;rastize for his studant, Tro=,

vides 2 rodel for hiw to coyy, <nd thus ins:ires confidence. There is
already sone status involved in being the student of a prestijeful teacheryy
and as studeat learns to follow &nd copy the nodel with increasing skill,

his ouwn stiture increases further.

he rmay

mark his woric with new indiviiuality. All this moy apply equally to the hun-

ble luvorer in & Chingse factory &s a workman, or to lino &s a Cowunist
straeteist andg theoretician = and to both jointly as parts of the Chincse
whole. farauoxicuIIV, thon, orthodoxy
for inucvi-tion sne creativity, as with the yrowotion of "iao's thought"
in the second phase, and - agzein a point guite fewilizr in the Christian
instance - the high elevation ¢f they leader riay be coaceived to strenzth
80 that the zlorifi-

cation of Nao is not nocessarily just self-as.rendiscment, but #lso that

rother thaa wenksn the rosition of his followers,
of his followers. It is certain, at the very least, that many Chinese of

all sorts of politicul persuasion, including non-Cormunists and éven anti-
Contminists, hove

teken gyreat pride in the new stronsth of China aftor Yono

. -’*—
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Sventually, 1if the learner is good enough,

even surpass the wnodel end, while remaining within its broad tradition,

end Jdiscipleship may be & foundation
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national wedckiness and international lowuildiation.

Again, this viewin; is not mcant as claiming that all Chinese even
on the mainland identify positively with Mao in this way, or thal current
extreme cluilss ror his josition paralle) his uctual powver, 1Indeed, al-
thouszh the matter apjparently has never bLeen studied specifically, it scens
that such close parallelissi has been the exception rather than the rule
even hiztoricully in iwperial China. Very jossibly, the perallelisw has
rother bLeen between the titles and claiws, and conceptions of what the
reality rcally should be - & coumen Chincse.atiitude in many arcas. ilung
lisivech!' uun'u clains evidently were prewcture, in a rewlistic sense, thouzh
they :robalily served for some timge to further his .yuest for actucl poner. On
the other hend, the claimns of many Superexs may often have been "postratur:';
that is, they had bejun to lose wower to their surrouwnding sinisters and
officisls while still rotroining or incr2esing their publie disjlay of titlas
and rosition. Uoth instonces way be relevant for lzo.

It is ouvious and adnitted thsat dissent and struggle for rover not
only exist but are @ busic coutext for the lacist movewent todny. It is
even jpessible that the jresent extremes in the noveneni's slorificition of neo
end his thousht « anu the associated proliferation of self-ri hteous and
indignant attacks even on ueny forwer frieadly or neutrad couatrics, who
now ers acavuncad as traitors or eanwvides to npo's cause and "the zopla”

= prollect desperation rather than strengthe Yot both ni ht even bz trus

&t once. hile the described possille basis for ositive Chinvsa viewin
of xao's clovetion to the heijhts should not ltie svalloved vhola, &t lewst
ve should vwse it to avoid leapiny teo opjosite ceunclusicus Lased wrinly on
our o.n pttitudes, ihis tendency in wspeeiclly wanjerous since factual
inside inJoruation on Chinese yoliticol aflivirs is so lacking to us - and
will larjely rewain lacking; concealient of such information @&s &n intere

nal "1, ..ily affair" is also a Chinese s:iecciultys

The Cverall overient - .eveloprment and BDireclioas

#rom the ;receding enclysis ol the "Thouiht of Mao" movemoent in teriss
of thr.e thas s, it does a;iear that this woverant exhibits an overall unity,
tut certainly not & static unity. Ratler, th? wvnity is visible in tens of
an overall develornont, in vhiceh ;rojressive chhn"c in any ;iven asject of
the wovewent is closely carrelated with rulut;d ctiznges in all other:as;octs,

s

and in the wider environin jelitical context, Morecver, once the seaeral
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pattern of this development is clarified, wmuch of it appears as also having
significent parallels in traditional Chinese culture,

If we consider, firsi, the content of the wovement, scveral projsressions
are evident. bMao's oun public ex;ressions of his thouzht cloarly were most
numerous and extansive early and have steadily declined to practically zero
today., Thiz change is matched, in revers?2, by changes in the volume of coui-
went and prowotion of "ihe Thougsht of ao" by the rovement's supporters
and spokesuen = fron little in the initial) period where dao "spok: for him-
self" to o vast floud ot present, so that th: total volume of statewent -
fino plus the conmentintors - hes continuully and sharply risen. leanwhile,
taking these two sources tojether, there huave also been significant rojzres-
sive changes in the dewinant focus and the style of the wessages. At first
the content was wninly concernad with matters of political end military
strategy, next with the prowotion of wmore productive techini ,ues - tuken
broadly, this covers even the application of "The Thouzht of o' to incrcas-
ing success in such arcas eos srort, and lostly vith the eclovation of lao and
his theujht s beacons and guarantees of jeneral sccio-jolitical rijhitaess.
Along with this, the level and style of the nessozes has elso shifted greatly.
Yao's o.m writings were relatively concrete and specific, at least consider-
ing the broudth of wany of his particular topics, and in coriparison to the
loter messeses, and thoy corres: ondingly exhibited sowme variaticn according
to their subjeet; subseyuvont pronounceirizats about Hao's thou:ht in r:lation
to toehnical invrovements jenerally uere more @bstract, less syecilic, end
varicd little vhethor the yroblem referred to vas oxyger cylinders or clocks;
while tho cuvrrent eulozios are excecdin;ly abstrect, have little s;ecili-
cally stated relation to eny ;erticular situation, and ar: very stercotypad.
The arount of new inforuation thus hes declinod as the total volune of words
hes wulti; 1li:d,

wuch of the above can be suwined up, and the besic pattern clarified
furtlier, in the statement: COver thirty-sowe years, as oo ‘hinsell has said

pro_ressively less enu his jroponents progressively wmore, the wessejes

have altered, in Loih contenl and form, from th: iractical throu h the ;ysciio-

lojical to Ll wreligiouws~ias, drationul, froi the definition ol strutegic
edis and priseiples to worale~-builaing nessages to the aanouncement of doguis
of iacullibility. Ulids jroression (vhich is 11 the wnore striking bocouse

these several aspects of existeace and action generally tend to be less.
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differentinted in Chinese then in ‘ostera culiwre) in essence and Lroadly
hus beon a stoady one = but it has heretofore been obscured by two sjecical
features of the Chiavse situation: 1) The largely praguatic nuture of
the early phase was hidden - perhaps even from Mao himself - hy the sreat
scope of the ultimutz zoals involved and by the extent of verbal relicnce
on Marxist theory, vwhich lent an ajpearance of dogmaj and 2) the coacrecte,
ﬁractical, teehnical manifest focus of the second phase has scrved to
obstruct jerception of its fundimentally jyscholo:ical basis,

hﬁnt. then, has been the political context of this wmovaerent which
now appears &s exuibiting a strikiagly orderly and internally consistent
developuont, for Chiinese Communism gonerally, and for Hzo Tse-tung speci-
fically? Internally, the Chinese Com.unistis werc first a group in oplo-
sition, then in unifi=2d power nationuily, and finally still in ;.cwer hut
with evident [lactional confllict., Neanuirile the exteranal conicxt, thouzh
coasistently nmariied by conflict with tho ce)italist vorld, first involved
idcolojgical dejendeace hut jractical isolotion from the 3oviet Univa, lol=- f
lowed by both ddeolojicul und preoctical dejeadence to a degree, then in-
dejendence, anii finully both ideolojical wnd practical comjetition anu
stru,zle for world leadership. Mao's own osition has first been that of
an equal awony a gSroup of rebel leaders, ani then {first anong e,urls in
a natioanl sovernuent within China, vhile sinultereously a cdisciple in
relation to the exterazl context of larxisi &nd the Cormunist voveont
led by the Soviet Unions Next }ac hecaue the eclhinovwled ed leader of <hina

and Chiuzse Commuaismy meenvhile ajproaching the status of a jesr vith

Soviet leaders. And cursently, there is the curious aaocnaly thet the
most ;oueriul clains ere advanced for MNao's position as the supresc leader
of Co:aunisnr not ouly for China but for the world, at tha very tiire vhen
his actual _ocwer in both a; pears wuch in yuestion, .

In this search for o positive understanding of the "Thouihi of Mao”
sovetient, for each ol its successive stejes it has been héipful to refer
prosressively wore to the broad context of Chinese culture. This wey be
carried one final ste, by considering its overall lines of dovelopuent
similorly, Such a consideration will wlso shod sonwe Jizht on tvo re-
rainin; yrobicms wiich are too iuportunt to ijnore, althouzh they certainly

can not be fully resclved. Virst, we have, for reasons stated, been o=

phasizing the jositive sense discernable &as to the nature ol Lthe wove-
ment and its otential functicniax in relation to the Chinese ;olitical

contexts  Jou sowe baloncing conaideration wnst e given te an ostin 12




of the recention of the wovement in Cowsunist China and Hao's actual position,

altLouzh since direct datu are largely laciiing this wust dejend mainly on
§ infercnce. Second, the jeneral implications of the nuture iud develojment

of the novement for the future wnust be exawined, even thouzh no specific

predictions scem possible,

1 The obLvious cultural cowpnrison - alrewdy [oreshowed in eorlier re-
marks on Nung Hsiu-ch'uan and the Taipings - is with other Chinese in-
stoices of rabellion and atte.pted seizure of power. There have been many i
exciples of this in Chinese history, including not a few in which the relel
was successful end, like Meo, weat all the way frow "bandit" to become the

ruler of China, wuc thus wlso, at least in the Chinese vay of thinking about

their country, the lesder of the civilized world.* Mao himeelf has taken

note of such rebellions &s precursors sijznilicently yarallelin:; the Chiuese :
Corimmist wovement,** At the same tirme Mao, like ilocdworth, notes that 5
£ such rebvellions even when successful recurreatly have oaly been jart of a f
; eyclicol ;rocess - that after the reliel becaine the new Iuperor the sociaty 1
settled hack into its old forms, with the jpecple Leing rulad lrom cheve es ;

before, until the aow rader or dynasty lest its touch with the reople,

lost rower to its nmiaisters end Lureaueraey, znd eventually ves Jlispleced

Basge ol ey >] A

by a now relellion, oo naturally wmalies a strong atteispt to claiu thot §
this tine thinjs will te different, that thez Tarty will rule for the jeo-

! ple and the aew regine will rewain., This, however, ¢id not svei: convincing
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ea in his own count; the oy &l ervhesis was tou st %" Ly W
evea in his account; the eyclical e} was tou strong.*”* y nov,

L

the observuble picture of the develo;uent of Chinese Coumnunisw a,rears still
tore to corros, oad with the old cyelic nodel - perhups accelerated in cor-

res, .nceince vwith the preveiling rapdc te.yo of change in the nodera world,
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b lino hiss pdvanced fron the cyuivalent of snjerovr of China, but douuts alout

E the continupnce of his real power have arisen a&most on thz heels of his 4
| ecliieving it, %
? In addition to the historical, ther: arc also iunjortant fictional

| Chinzee eccounts of revellion, vhieh helyp in waking clearar the basic 3
B a k

e Cfo ElUU"{'UPt;\’ 0;‘0 cito' Chc 1_',}' :..'-‘)' 300

**  lao Tee-tuny, Iho Chinyse tevolution end thy Chinese Cowunist !arty

-tsan

(1959).  oking, Jored i lam i es cress, 194),

*rr Cf. wenkland, John ., "fawmily Toagery in & Passage by 'to Tse-tuny,"

sorld lolitics 10, 337-407 (1958), esy. p. 393,
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Chinose imnzes or concejtions of this process. The best iknown of those

is the Shui lu Chuan®, which also is of &pa2ciel importaace because Muo

hes been specifically rejorted as strongly iupressed by this work**, This
typical tale oi¢ the forwation and srowth in jower of a band of righteous
rebels vho have beea o ressed by villainous officials also hos purallels
with doodism in that the Land's chief leader, one Sung Cuiang, long mini-
mizes: his oun yosition Lut with increcsing success of the group he is
sradually elevated to the top rank by his fellows' acclaim,

The develejuiznt of sower and rosition within the Chinese fawily may
secta a much less obwvious area for coiparison, yet the family systeu, a

central nmodel for a _jreat deal of Chinese thought and behevior, provides

organiz ‘tional wodels for both lejitimnte joveranont cnu rilbellious jroups.”®

The parallel of nmost icrediate relevince = oue wvhich could ;rofitably be
stucied at length -~ conceras the wvay in vhich & man (typically an eldost
son) pro resses threuzh-a series of rcles in the large oxtencded fevily

which was the Chi.ase ideal if not the avera_e cuoses Such an sliost son

was first the eldest aiony brothers, under the onthiority of thoe fatler (or

grandfather) thoush often in some o;;osition to it. is the fetlor ojed and

the son wetured, the soua could bLiecowe {he setive head ol th:r fexily, with
the fatlier the noainal head, Later still, on the father's daath, th2 son
would succeed fully to his rosition - only to hecoue in turs, oltea féirly
saon, the nominal head, in a rosition of rioxitum rospect and delavenze Ml
little petivity end coatrol, 7This siiplifliod ovtline dozs not telte into
eccount the rrolable coiplexities noscd by th2 roles of the othor bLrothars,
of unzles, ond of srundiothers, who oftea vere stron; vatriarchs, but it
does zive an indication ol th2 wany nurallels betwsen fexily ";pelitical"
careers and the Jerge-scile political cereers of succazsful relels, both
for the chenzes of actunl  josition wnd for the cornion 2:iistence of dise-

crepuncies between actwel  rower and forucl titles, so that in the middle

o

: Jvailable dn trenslation undev variens titles such as Loter targin,
I
at

Lan o th: .ivshes, ane pearl o Leec’s 211 cea sre brothers (Dew Yori,
Jolin iy, 130.4).

.- In Snowy ol jnry e Ster Cver China. ieve ed., dew York, duncoi House,

1944, Cf. also irouis orth, 0pe Citey, bje 105-158,

ki wCiiland, John L, "lonceuts ol uoo'_r"tive Urganisetion 1a Chiaose
Yolitics", read at Jaoricaa Anthrojoleico Association meetiazg, Joxico
City, beceunbor 1300,
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stages pover is likely to excced recognition and later recognition is likely
to excecd jover. . )
These political and fauilind patterns of developuent have sufficient

parallels vith the developnent of the "Thousht of Mao™ wovement to peruit

¢rawvinz seversl conclusions it ortant for estiw tes oi the jrosent and what is
yet to couwc. In the first plece, these rurallels ciphasize the Chineseness i

.
of the novewent, regurdless of its Communist laleling and terminology -
viiieh now is further cenflivmed by the increasing split uith the Soviet Union
both in prectice and iun dozie. Second, ihe recurrent prominence in the pat-
terns Goscribed of the leader's loss of rover to his oun associates and loss
of confidence irew ihe poeple while still, and perhaps moxirally, investad
with title and forvnl position, land svpyport to farsuseds  jud emant that
with Ya ccacervus jroliferaticn of ;rojagenda, in itself e sure siga of
Qiscuse* . the Chincase Coumunists now protest too ruch hao's jreatuess,

Nevartteless, one shculd Le cautious about relying too wmuch on Marcuse's

i st

overall characterization of the situation:
Yet there hod been ¢t first, 1 reuvenbered, very wmuch more than
hope; there Lhud been conflidence. JNow, even & systeonatically hood-
winked oLzerver like wyself knew that confidence had jone and thet

resignation hied tuken over, the frigiteningly dece;tive resignition

500 PR 2 O T LI NI

of the Chinoses.osoihen vould the nev suppression becon: even nore
odious thun the o);ression of old? .nd how had it huprened that the
truly vnoble jride of the early deys and the honest faith in a detter

end happier future had beea so shamelessly distorted by a seli- :

scolidng jrorhet wo longer syeaking for himzelf, but leeving it to

otherse,seeeto ¢scend the soaphox cnd thuwy the tub for him? shen
~and how had the jrospects of true jrectness, so credible fifteen

yeors before, given way to fulse jretensesth**
1t scens probable thol this disap;ointed critical view is too extrene, lar-
cuse L¢ils to reco:nize that the wiole course of develojments vhiich he oute-
lines is typienl of roevolutioaary wvovewents in Chinese jolitical history. -
hua the rresent acdilation of YMao, in tonu, is nothing new for a Chinocse
ruler. 1h2 valuwe of these elains for Moo is now, but this is hard to eval=-
ate, ls It essocicted with uncertainty of jposition and power, or with at-
tvu;té te neke vadinel use of these whore therd are uaprecadanted ains of

s

NMarcuse, Jeegyues, Ghe Ieking Yapers, Nhew York, buttoa, 1967. p. 325.

** Marcuse, or, cit,, no. 324-355,
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mwobilizing widesprend jolitical activity ond sujjort avongy & population
historically rcwote [rom national aifairs - or both?t*

Cverall, it does sz2ew nrobable thut nos Mao, though incessantly labeled
the "Great teacher, great leader, grect suprene cowmunder end great helus-
man' is in actual fuiuction souevhaet the "srowt lisurchead", but tiis josit-
ion is not ucu in Chineéé politics and not ncgli;iblc'in the situition,

This sort of idealied wodel of the leucder may still provide fov appreciable
numbers of the Chjﬁewo poople a vicble basis for all of th: desecribed kinds
oif positive luactioning of the "Whoujht of Hao" wwovesent - and it has the
adviatage of jossible maintenance evea beyond Muo's denth, as horcusce also
notes.** This is onv reusgon vhy wve shuould not rush to tuke cowfort fron
the ebove interpretation of iero's prescut poesition, nor exjcct toc wuch
ch?n:e.which we vould evalu te as faverable to follow his eventual dscth,

There is also another and even wore basic reason, A sroct doal of
the nbovc_dincussion docunents the bLasic Chincseness of Meo and his ecareer,
even inciuding some nuin outlines the Mihouiht of ilmo" wovnnent. .is
fairhank  puts §t; Yo curdous contrudietion hiuats Chedroen Mre's revalu~
tion; tho uvore lie seclts to mike China new, the tors he scons to [falld bLueh
an old Chinese vays ol coing it."*** Therelfore, no watter vho sy
will replace Mao, we should be wrepsrod for ruch contibusnce ol sivilir
national behavior rathor than counting on expectitions of rudicsl clen
The sunie eenclusion fellous fron no€5n3 how constont ara the notterns cf
davelouent and,change for Chinzse loeders (3n this resject avea the
carcer of Chiang haieshek ds rerwrkably like thot of ko), dndicating thut
the ;osition occuzied i3 at least es dujortant os the individucl occuly-
ing it and vhoover sveceeds Mao will nocessurily be sitting in sueh the

R )

G "oentieth=ceatury China Liod dnkerdted ¢ pelity that vas highly
guthoritrricn,  locern cuthoritarisnism  has been gchioved by exsanding

the olc euvtioritoricaisa doun into tha body socivl-iobilizing, ectivating,
end wonduluting & ro.ulace thet vas forierly daert in jolitics and
perochicl in dts dntorests.  Juong so vost a cublic, this hias boen a

slo. ,rocess, (Feirbank, op. cit., p. 40)

=¥ Jercusg, on. cit., wvp. 295, 297, 315,
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saime seat.” Lercuse comes close to enswering his own agoniied guestion
about the chenges in Yo aud his revelution in these very terms, if only
implicitly: WL
Yhen the Cownunists cem: to power in 1949 there vas about thea
rride and an honasty thet has given way to venity snd op;ortunism,
But then what can be nore absurd than thy Onposition once it hos
sunk ite Luttocks in the goveruwent sididle and is still calling
itsell the Cpposition?....eoIn all fairnsss, on the other hand, ono
mey well ask ot vhat peint the revo'utionary leader, the san vho
has made his revelution and hos been made by it, esn gracefully
uluit thot the ravelution has béen finished without baving to
confess that he is Ffinished hiwself?27®
lutting this watter less jersonally and nore zenere.ly within the Chinese
cultural context, it aypjeurs thet lilie othwr suvecessful Chinese rebels
before hinm, veo fee-tung has, on woviny frowm a position of c;position to
thut  od nietionnl lewder, boen meeting diffiecultics in finding en ade-
yuate «nd 'viable putltora of leadersiniy and socivl orianizatioa that would
for long prescerve the loyalty of his subordinutes end the co-oj:rution
end sus;ort of the jooples Judewd, it is quite counceiveble thit he hus
evea pues haudichr,ed in this by sincere astenpts not just to becon an
fuperiel dictetor ivvcdictely on access te nower - vwhich hes beon Lhe

ty;icel &) yrouch te governwontel orzealzetioa in chinese culture, ilere
lerge-scele coo, eration has sdweys come herd,  The progresaively snowball-
ingy extent und inteasity ol prropezsnde of tha "rhought of us' woveuant
thus cost [rolshly rerrosents en oxtreme effort at contrel by persuvesion
"e itself, thou:h now on a nationsl secanle, basicaily very similor
to eurlier use ol indoctrinstion in Confuciuuisu and gelilozs rorilye
eriented boelovior « vhich hes dncroasiagly eanccuantered cvifficultiocos and,
bacowin; incretsinzly wor2 ocuplatic alony the saue lines, his lbecoeng &s

corrcive os. the wore direet cooveion it soujht te avoid or wintudze,

i On the otlier hond, this Joz2s rot wnoen that no channe hbuld occur -
Moyneistice fovnders verd often great blueprint artists vho recrjanized
Crinese socioety wccording to dugnatic jlans and visioenary doctrines,
Yivey were wsunlly folleved by C)H;vllhxtﬂfu vio tidiad upy the regime
and event: N\l].) Joet the ,LO'\I‘ relax” (x(ljf'b. u-\’ Ofie Cito’ Jie ‘xu) L4
ondt jouliticel chonges which do not rcatny &lter cither social structure
or lon;-ringe nuationsl aivs way be of considorible ivaediste iuport‘ncc
for forei;n relitivas, es da vony couns dletat.

L lnreuse, Ope Citey 3o D04,
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It has olready Leren sugjested that we should not lock too hojdfully
toward major chqn;ﬁs nt Mao's denth, e shduld Ijkewisc be carelul
about takiag confori froan the above anulysis, even il it were conciuded,
saxitally, that o is desvorote and in denjer of folling. Desperation,
even of one's ofponents, iy often undesiridble; it loads too readily to
rash and erratic behavior, Auong individuals and socisl groups genarally,
minding ona's own Lusiness when poszibley ond negotiution wnd cdhprowise
to deel with conflicts of interest or attitude whoen mecesseryy occur auch
wore recdily vetwoea Jirties that are fundawentally strung ead confivent
thin wetween those tuct feel vea enmd fecrfuls BDespite vueh contentlion
to th& contrary ~ itself oftea based on hddiden feors - there is o valid
reason to expect natters to ve fundementally ena conpletely oprosite

auong nations,
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