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The Prevention of Deterioration Center operates with the support of
the Army, Navy, and Air Force under contract between the National
Academy of Sciences-National Research Council and the Office of Naval
Research.

Consulting and advisory services are offered by the Center to U.S.
military agencies and their contractors, and to other Federal Government
organizations. A library of about 50,000 techmical reports, journal articles,
and patents ca materiel deterioration and its prevention is maintained, and
provides thie basis for literature searches. Preparation of selected bibliog-
raphies on specific subjects in this field represents but one area of service the
Center renders. Information regarding library loans, and other PDC services
and publications will be furnished upon request.
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The National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council is a private, nonprofit
organization of scientists, dedicated to the furtherance of science and to its use for the general
welfare.

The Academy itself was established in 1863 under u Congressional charter signed by
President Lincoln. Enpowered to provide for all activities appropriaie to academies of science,
it was also required by its charter to act as an adviser to the Federal Government in scientific
matlers. This provision accounts for the close ties that have always existed between the Academy
and the Government, although the Academy is not a governmental agency.

The National Research Council was established by the Academy in 1916, at the request
of President Wilson, to enable scientists generally to associate their efforts with those of the
{imited membership of the Academy in service to the nation, to society, and to science at
home and abroad. Members of the National Research Council receive their appointments
from the President of the Academy. They include representatives nominated by the major
scientific and technical societies, representatives of the Federal Government, and a number
of members-at-large. In addition, several thcusand scientists and engineers take part in the
activities of the Research Council through membership on its various boards and commiitees.

Receiving funds from both public and private sources, by contributions, grant, or contract,
the Academy and its Research Council thus work to stimulate research and its applications,
to survey the broad possibilities of science. to promote effective utilization of the scientific
and technical resources of the country, to serve the Government, and to further the general
interests of science.

The Prevention of Deterioration Center, organized in 1945, resides within the Division of
Chemistry and Chemical Technology. Formed originally at the request and with the support
of the Departments of Navy and Army. and later the Air Force, it was a continuation of
the wartime OSRD-NDRC Tropical Deterioration Information Center. The Center is charged
with responsibility to assist the U.S. Department of Defense and other authorized agencies
interested in combating the impairment and deterioration of materials and equipment, due
to effects of the environment.




