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U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSONMS PROHIBITED BY 
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OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL 
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... '926 Artiller^tsth Battalion,   16 krtiltSriMLfimttai »i 
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1-  Section 2 of reports, subject as above, are forwarded for 
evaluation in accordance with para 4b, AR 525 15. 

2.  The information contained in these reports is provided to Insure 
that lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit 

>IM^ of future operations and may be adapted for use in developing training 
Ws4 mafcertaK        ^ W*m   0J«f^r tal 
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3.- Inforrnatlon of Actions Initiated as a result of your evaluation 
should be forwarded to the Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, 
ATTN: DAFD-OTT, within 90 days of receipt of this 1t.t-t:i>r.     r 

TrXTJa -v. ri2A P.- 
4. As Section 1 of subject reports^aTe nut peiLiumiL'fo the Lessons Learned 
program, they have been omitted. 
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i CONFIDENTIAL 
3  '.VOG-F^-OP 30 jiprll 1971 

SUliJECT« Opön.ti.)n.-.l Kup.rt of 5th fatUllon 16th Artilltry for  Pwl^d 
Ending 30 ^pril 1971. KCS: CSF(m-65 (R-3). 

3KCTI0N II LESSONS LEARNED 

1. (U) Dofonsu of Mediuia and H<-avy ^rtillory Juseai 

In uodiuti end h^avy artH'ory b-ttorlus wh»,ro Flachetl» ^ntl-Personnel Rounds 
(uoo-Hive) are not av, .ilf.blü, it h*3 boun found th..t firing HE with & ulnliiun 
burst tii:a autting (Killor Junior) hnd tho best offoot - bcth phyaicrl and 

'    psyohologioal - for Dcft-nsivo Fires, To insuro thoir effectivnoi«, instruction 
Should be givon to ujich howitzer section on t rgets located at different renges, 
also, on shooting not only on level ground but on slopes. Placing « ruigo c».rd 
showing quadrants and fute settings, in oi.ch section will also enhunco the results, 

2. (U) Artillery Movement Along Unsecure Roads. 

In neving self propelled batteries aloag unsecured ro^ds, it was found thit 
main losses cne not freu active onui.iy activities but frou nines» Not only nust 
the road be swept prior to aoveuent, but ilso a careful Witch aust be kept for 
freshly eapLiced i-Jjies during i;ova:unt, 4 rvithod that hulped in this respect 
was to use a helicoütur fct low level, to blow dust off of the raid, revealing fresh 
nine emplacements.  Secause of L.inua, it was not practical even with armored 
cavalry providing security, to resupply remote firobusos by convoy. Enough supplies 
cun be carried in on the initial insertion to allow resupply by CH-47, on an es 
nbwdud basis. This would release units, that would ncn^ally be used for resupply 

* convoys, for other idssions. 

3» (D) Change in Mission For a Hediun Artillery Battery, 

The »Isaicn of »ediur. ^Jtillery batteries in the Republic of Viotnau (with some 
receptions in the Mech Units) is OcnersJ. Reinforcing or General Support, When 
used in the diruct suppot role Instead of the norual direct support artillery, 
additiincJ. burdens are placed on all concerned, The Hsdiuu ixtillery's TOtE 
does not provide for LNO's or FO's for this tj'po.of uission. If the PC's frora the 
norrsal DG battery are used they ere often reluctant to call in close firos 
when needed, us they ore unfaniliar with the effects, and uany tiuos use More 
rounds tlun would noru-lly bu used to accouplish the rJ-ssion. Tho forward 
observer needed, in i.ost cases, additional training in tho use of ucdiun trtillcry 
tnd the effects that they achieved. The use of D«diun artillsry in tho OS role, 
in support of Infantry^ docs not provide the piost effective utiliiaticn of the 
artillery's firepower. The nona.l reinforcing ulssion is nore »pproprii.tc and 
should be adhered to, if at all possiblo, when ll^ht artillery is »vailablo. 

4. (U) Disposition of LiO's and FO's Durinv Stand Down 

Uhon a fieli artillery unit is standing down, the continued effective 
utilisation of LNO's and FO's to supported units becoues a problen. Should another 
artillery unit be designated to tcke over the mission, the OO's and FO's should 
be reassigned to the new artillery unit. In doing this, there will bo ninlnun 
of confusion and operational tine lost. It was found that an LNO or an FO could 
be cleared, reassigned and b..ck on the Job in 48 hours. The reix-ining LNO's and 
FO's were able to provide support during this period so there was nininun 
operational loss. 

-of CONFIDENTIAL 
Incl 1 



CONFlDEHm AVGG-Fii3-üP CUNnUtnlinU 30    prl  1V71 

SlJüJwCT; Operctiou^l Keport of 5th 3?ttcilion l6tii artillery For Poriod En/.ing 
30 ^pril 71. RCSi  CS/0 -65 (R-3). 

5. &.iplf.cei.ient of Sfanaor Devices in Htivy Jungle: 

When aensor devices (duffel b..g) vrere first enplaced in the (Xntr-l Highlands 
ii§ an early warning system, they were dropped frou en aircraft (helicopter) .Jid 
their loci.lion was then plotted on a nap fro;: the cir. When it thtn becu.e 
desirable for the DuftM Bag strin8s to be «ore accurately located, they were 
dropped frou an airo^-ft; but,this tine a MPQ-4 Radar erploying a double bear. 
8C.:ui w..s used to give grid  coordinates that would be effective up to 50 ctettrs. 
Loth aethods proved ineffective however; for the first relied principally on 
the vitwers ability to read a aap, i-nd the second because tht rt.dur picked up 
only 62^ of the sensors thi.t were dropped. Therefore, it was detendneJ th:.t +n 
ordor for the Duffel 3ag progr.ja to be effective each position would h ve to be 
surveyed. Bt-c. use of thu extensive 4i.iount of tine and the 8izo;.ble security force 
thut was needed to L-npl-ce the systen using a traverse aethod, an alternative- 
»ethod had to be used that would ensure an acceptable «accuracy, and reduce the tiac- 
require>d and security eleuent nc;eded for a traverse. 

Hence, it w:.s deteraned thstt a triaftgulation uethod would bo used; first the 
proposed sensor locations were plotted on a ;.ii.p; second the survey te^ii wont out 
and taped six (6) bases long enough so th t the and points would ensure an 
acceptable apex an^le; third, the Duffel 3sg :.ccoiip nied the three (3) ^PC's 
uanuverod through the jungle to start laying out their strings. On reaching a 
point where a sensor was to be enplaced, the e..placing personnel would notify 
the survey teon by radio, then the T-l6 theodolites,that were set up at e-ch end 
of th- appropriate base, would nove to the gaiunl area. A pinflare was then firei 
through the jun^lo so that the theodolite could better locute the sensor. Then a    #' 
hand flare wr.s fired, After recording that reading, a second hand flare w.:s fired 
another reading was taken. The two readings were then uooned. The team in the 
field would then saove on to the next location and the procedure was reported, until 
all strings were euplaced. Total tino to exiplace sensors using this uethod was 
eleven (it) days in which twenty-four (24) strings, five (5) sensors per string, 
were enpluced. 

</ 

LOWELL G. SKITH 
LTC, FA 
Coriuanding 

C0NF1DENT1AI 
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;ONHDENTIAL 
A?aO-fAa.0P (30 Apr 71) lit Ind(ü) 
SO^JICIt   Op«raUon«l Report-Lissom Uarnad of 5th Btttallon. l6th 

Fi«ld Ar^iUtry for Period ftidlnf 30 April 1971. mi 
C8FOIU5 (R-3) 

DA. Hq, 52nd ArUXlory Group, APO 96318, 8 Ihy 71 

»ID 1   CoMtfMÜng Offloar, SRAC irUllery, APO 96350 

TOi       ACSFOR, DA, W«Bhii*ttti, DC, 20310 

Subjoot roport« bar« boon roviowod and «ro t^prorad« 

i      JAMBS M. WROTH 

^ToB«arvding 

C;ÜNFiütNTlAl 
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AVFA-AT-D    (30 April 1971) 2d Ind (U) 
SUBJEÜT:    Operational ^STort-Lessons Learned, headquartera 5th Battalion, 

16th .irtillery* for Period i^nding 3U April 1971, iiOb Qi>?ü^~b5 U-J]  (U) 

DA, Headquarters, decond Aagional Assiatance JomHiand Artillery, ATTN: A-IV'^-AT-'J, 

^ 96350-U MAY «71 
TOs    Commanding General, üeoond Regional Assistance i3omraand, AK) 9^350 

This headquarters has evaluted subject DULL and forwarding indorsement and concurs. 

f0& THK CÜli'ANDiii: 

ß4u46~ 
BILWPfi. WHLi^jit 
Lieutenant Oolonel, FA 
Adjutant 

I 



7 DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HMdquartett United States Amy Forces, Mititvy Region 2 

APO San Francisco, 96350 

AVFA-GC 3rd Ind 21 JUH19^ 

SUBJECTt   Operatloml Report-Leieont Learned of 3th Battalion, 16 Field 
ArtlUexy for Period Kirili« 30 April 1971, RCS CSreR-65 (R3)(U) 

CoamiiilnK Officer 
United Statea Amy Vietnam 
ATTOJ    AVHDO-DO 
iPO 96375 

Thle headquarters, has reviewed the attached report, considers it adequate 
and concurs with the contents. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

«MsisUat  AC 



Tffc A7HD0-D0 (30 Apr 7l) 4th lud 
SUBJECTi    Operational Report of 5th Battalion, 16th Artillery For Period 

Adln« 30 April 1971.    RCSi CSFOR-65 (R3) 

v Jleadquarten, United States Amy Vietnam, APO San Francleco    96375      £9 SEP 1971 
w/ 

TOi    Commander In Chief, United States Army Pacific,  ATTNi    GPOP-FD, 
APO   96558 

Thli Headquartare hae reviened the Operational Report Leeeone Learned 
for the period ending y< April 1971 from Headquarterei 5th Battalion, 
16th Artillery and concurs with comments of indorsing headquarters. 

FOR THE COMMANDER 1 

Cy furn« 
5/l6th Arty 
SRAC 

.jft? HONSOWETZ 
/CPT.      AGC. 

Asslstonf Adjuiar.t Goneral 
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? P-f» (90 4»r 71)    9th la« (U) 
••BJICTi    Of«tatiMi«l t«fert-L«s«eBa L««ra«4. HQ 14th 

Afftillavy» f«rl«4 Bailag  90 April 1971, 
let ei?01>«9  (13)   (0) 

IQ, ft 4wy.  »««1(1«,  APO San Iraaclsce 96358      ^NOVIfTf 

TOt     IQDA (tAft-ZA).   WASH  DC 20310 

Thia liaa<4«avtara  eaaaara  la aubjaet  report  aa ia4er«ad. 

POI Til  COMMAIBIl III  CHIIli 

i.*. ozm 
apt. AQO 
Aaat At 
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// CONFIDENTML 
AVGG-F/u-OP 5 Ifcy 1971 
SUBJECT«    Operr.tionrl Report-Lessone Learned of 1st Battalion, 92d Artillery 
for the Period Ending 30 April 1971, RCS;     CSFOJU65    (P-3)    (U) 

2, (C) Lessons Learned: 

a. Personnel: Hone 

b. . Intelligence: None 

c. Operations: 

(l) Gunship Sfaployment 

(a) ObMrvrtion: Gunshlps were efxectively employed at the beginning of 
the battle by the 1-92d LKO. Once the situation becoae critical, personnel from 
various other agencies attempted to control the aircraft, leading to more con- 
fuaion, (See after action report on battle of Phu Nhon, attached) 

^'JF1 wmmm u s YIAI MTIIVAIS; 

™* CONFIDENTIAL ^TJZt***' 



CONFtDENTIAL 

AVOC-FAA-OP 5 May 1971 
SUEjraCT: Opemtionr.! Report-Lessons Lerrned of Ist Bnttalion, 92d Artillery 
for the Period Eodlng 3C April 1971, RCSs  CSFO-65 (^3) (U) 

(b) Evaluntion: Gtmahi» were not used to their fvllcst due to the 
Ir.ck of control and coordinrtion. This liktvise hindered the en Icynent of 
artillery, 

(c) PecOi.imendf.tions; Thrt en overrJl fire support coordJnr.tor be 
r.r>t»ointcd by th. highest her.dquartcrs involved in the operation. His terur 
shoulci inclvide both U.S. end Vietnr. cse artillery, rruy c.viation and Air 
Force personnel, 

(d) Coatinnd Action: Disctissions were held vdth representatives of 
Pleiku Sector, II Corps, -nd the 20th Engineer Battalion to effect coordi- 
nation, but to little r-v.il, 

(2) U,S. Artillery: 

(a) Observation: The Vietnamese personnel initially uere roluctovt to 
use U.S. artillery fire support, 

(b) Evaluation: The tactical.situation grew critical when perh.ps con- 
tact could have been broken by the us« of artillery fires, 

(c) Recoj.i endations: That Viietnaaose personnel be made aware of the 
support availablG to them and the effectiveness it can produce prior to the 
initiation of such actions, 

(d) Cou/iand Action: Liaison officers and forvard observers frou this 
unit were kept with Vjctnanese units, and were eventually able to show what vre 
could do for them, 

(3) Perimeter Security: 

(a) Observation: Our defense of Phu Nhon was succese'ful primarily be- 
cause of adherence to the basics of por-ition defense, specifically having alert 
guards and deep, slr-plc fox holasi which allowed good grazing fire, 

(b) Evaluation: liorc effort should be s^ent in keeping cjuard personnel 
alert rad notiv'ted than in constructirv; elaborate, ertensive defensive barriers 
cround positions, 

(c) Recoonendation: Methods of keeping guards alert bo stressed in peri- 
neter defense classes, 

(d) Gotland action: This^ttalion has in effect the follbvd.ng procew . 
dures to as:ist in developing anJjjfeint.-inina: gtie-rc1 alertness» 

(1) O^ppds arc briefed on the current one y situation at gu-.rdmount, 
(2) Soap and Coffoe arc delivered to guards throughout the night, 

2 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
AVOG-m-QP 5 Mry 1971 
SUBJECTi OperctionrJ. Repojrt-Lossong Lccrncd of Ist Battalion, 92d /o-tillery 
for tho Period Biding 30 April 1971,   ?.CS:  CSFOR-65  (R^3) (U) 

(3) The CD checke cech porliieter position hourly. 
iü)   Coiiio checke   arc Df4e. with each perimeter position hourly. 

d. Orcanitationt   None 

e. Trtdning:   None 

f. Logisticst   None 

g. Con lunicatione: 

(1) EquipHiont status: 

(a) Obsorvr.tion: When the battalion is spread out as far as we have 
been in our support nission, conpunlcations with the riorc distnnt firing posi- 
tions is virtually inpossible, 

(b) Evaluation: More conmunicatious equipnont is needed to allow us 
to perforn our Jobs at optir.m; effectiveness in such an extended conficuration. 
Current TOEs are unrealistic considering the situation, 

(c) Recomend.-.tions: That Corps- or Anny-wido facility be establishec' 
froß i.Mch units nay draw required non-TOE or above TOE conrtunications oquiptient. 
This facility should be under the direct control of the Corps (Field Force) 
Operations section« When rlssions are assigned, the cquipue^t needed to perform 
then can be provided« 

(d) Corxand Action: The battalion borrowed additional equipment fron 
our support agencies and neighboring units to neet oui roquirenents, pending 
suhlssion of a requust to change the TOE, 

h, Material: i:Tono 

i. Other: None 

2 bau ^^ JC)KN s« CHESBRO 
LTC, FA 

1«   lift Of locetlona Commanding 

2«   Aftar Acilon Hsport of bettle st Pfan Ibm 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

/5" AfOO-FA^QP (3 MV 71) lat 3w!(ü) ,   , , ♦ a ♦♦ ^   02«, SöBJICIi   O^Mtlöwd R«port-U6flW8 ^^ad of Ist Battalion, 92nd 
Sild Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 1971, RCSt 
csraR-65 (R-3) 

D4, Bq, 52nd Artillery Group, APO 963I8, 8 May 71 

THHDi Couundlng Offioer, SRAC Artillory, APO 96350 

tOi       ACSFOR, DA, Wafhington, DC, 20310 

Sabjeot reports have been raviewed and are approved. 

Q^VV\1/^ I\K/VM NAiVk 
(  HAKES K. .JRÜTH 
N^/COL, FA 
" Conioanding 

» 
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SIGNED 
BILL! NiALKK 
Uattianaai OalMaL» FA 
idJttUnt 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

Headquarters United Statea Army Forces. Military Region 2 
APO San Francisco, 96350 

AVFA-GC 3rd Ind 
17 JUN 13/1 

SUBJLCT;    Operational Report-Leasona Learned, let Battalion, 92d Field 
Artillery for Period Endir« 30 April 1971 RGS CSroR-65 (R-3)(U) 

Cooinanling Officer 
United Statea Amy Vietnam 
ATTN:    AVHDO-ID 
APO 96375 

This headquarters, has reviewed the attached report, considers it adequate 
and concurs with the contents. 

FOR THE OOÜlANDffi: 

L. D. PENCE 
LTC. AGC 
Adjutant Cenaral 



// AVHDO-DO    (3 M.y 71) 4th Ind 
SOBJETi    Opwnntional Report-LesBona Learned, let Battalion, 92d Field 

ArtUltry for Period Ehdlng 30 April 1971 RCS CSPOR-65 (B-3)(U) 

Htftdouart««, Unit«d States Army vrietnam, APO S^n Prancieco   96375      S8 SEP Wf 

TOi    Coamndcr In Chief, United States Army Pacific,  ATTNt    GPOP-FD, 
APO    96558 

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Leeeone Learned 
for tha pariod «ttdin« 30 April 1971 from Headquarters, let Battalion, 
92d Field Artlllary and concure with comments of indorsing headquarters. 

FOR THfi COWtANDERi 

Cy fum« 
l/92d Arty 
SRAC 

SJfar HONSOWETT 
CPT.      AGC 
Asr.istant Adjutant GentfOI 



> 

GPOP-FD   (5   May   71)      5th   Ind   (U) 
SUBJECT:      Operational   Report-Lessons   Learned,   HQ   92d   Field 

Artillery,   Period  Ending   30   April   1971, 
RCS   CSFOR-65   (R3)    (U) 

HQ,   US   Army,   Pacific,   APO   San   Francisco  96558       lN0Vl97t 

TO:      HQDA   (DAFD-ZA),   WASH   DC   20310 

This   headquarters   concurs   in   subject   report   as   indorsed. 

FOR  THE   COMMANDER   IN   CHIEF: 

L.H.   OZAJCI 
GET,  AM 
Asot AQ 
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;/ CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGG-FiJUO? 
SUBJFCTJ    Operation. 1 Rcocrt-Lesso/.s Ler.rucd of 1st, Lrtt.-. .ion 
for f.ic Period Ending 30 April 1971, ECS:      CSFOIi-65      (P-3) 

5 il-y 1971 
, 92d Artillery 

(U) 

Tho coordinates of locr.tions occupied by the 1st Bati lion 92d Artxllcry nro 
listed bclov/. 

LOCATION C00RDINAT1S 

Artillery Hill ZA 22f536 
FSB Srxrh  II ZA 111677 
LZ Wcigt De.vis ;ji 896113 
FSE 6 YB 9351 r-9 
FSB 12 YB 869256 

FSB Kelly ZA 228535 
FSB Athene. AR 775904 
LZ Elr.ck.hrwk BR 035536 
LZ Miller aQ 870988 

Polei Krong ZA 100911 
LZ Lonely A : 852^:71 
LZ Action BR 26247C 
RSB Schuoller BR 367468 
rSB Buff"lo BR 479434 
FSE Crystr.1 BR 899662 
FSB 0rr.gon ZA 229537 
FSB Pony BR 806832 
FSB John Henry BR 676708 
Cr\p Fidel BR C98405 
?SB llirs ER 897550 

-fnelooure 1 
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CONFIDENTIAL J*. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AR"! 
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BATTALION, 92D ARTIIJÜRY 

APO San Pi-anoisco   96318 

AVOG-FAiUOP 29 April 1971 

SUBJECT;    After Action Report-Phu Nhon Relief Operation 

1, (C)    General Summary:    This report covers U, S, Artillery operations 
I» support of the defense of Phu Nhon during the period 152355 ^rch 1971 
to 212^00 Kirch 1971.    The following is the disposition of artillery 
during this period: 

FSB tfeirt Davis    (AR 897117) 

2 x 155nim, Ist Pit, Btry C/l-92 FA 
1 x 8 inch and 1 x 175nDB, Btry B/7-15 FA 
2 x 4.0mm, Btry B/4-60 Arty 

FSB T. C. Aller    (AQ 870998) 

2 x 155ran, 2d Pit, Btry C/l-92 FA 
2 x AOram, Btry B/4-60 Arty 
2 x 105nim (ARVN), 214th Sector Platoon 

12 Lonely (AQ 852871) 

2 x 155nm, 3d Pit, Btry C/l-92 FA 
2 x 40min, Btry 8/4-60 Arty 

FSB St. George    (AR 8471A8) 

2 x 105mm (ARVN), 223d Arty 
K x 155mm (ARVN), 223d Arty 

AQ 862905" 

6 x 105mm (ARVN), Btry C/232d Arty 

2, Intelligence: 

a. During the past six months CVN pacification areas hav« been a prin- 
cipal target of VC/NVA attacks. Since early February the Phu Nhon Distriot 
ftraa has been identified as the focal point for the attacks In Plalku Province« 
Based upon normal enemy areas of operation, captured documents and agent re« 
ports, the K394.th Oompoolte Battalion and the K1 Fattallon of the 95B Begiment, 
both regular NVA units, were identified as units active in this area as early 
•s 1 February 1971, Activity during the period of 1 February through 15 ^rch 
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oooiiatad pyi»rlly cf eoopany-flizc ground ettaclee, hawssment, stand off 
ftttaola and iBtwdiotion of QL-U by udnlnga and aiDbualuis«   Although agent 
r«porU oonoaming the Ph» Nhon nr'.R WOM nob nvaneroua there v re eerreral 
ef peatlbls sl^nlfioano« vhioh wern raorivad prior to the attaok of 15-16 
Miroh.   These report» Identified ehe ipcation of a battallon-siee tmit 
approxinatel^r \b klloaster1; 3ov.th cf tnu Niton on 13 Marnh and the arrival 
ef an artillaxy oompany avpi'orljaitely 10 kilooatttrs Southoast of Phu Nhon 
en H Ha>ph»   Theee repoi-t» vrero foT\«rded to thu Plalku Prfrvinae S-^J,    It 
iho'.üd IM noted that intel.'igouee raport'3 of Ifttttdlor-cizod elements are 
not unusaa.! In the Phir Nhjn area ^ud It Is not surprialnt that the reports 
reoelved prior tp 15 Maroh ffcilou to wim Buffloiently of the lapendlng 
attaok of a iMglji»nbfti-B*Bed element., 

b.   The well ooerdinabed attack of 15-16 M&rah vaa made by a regiaental- 
iieed unit under tho contuarjd of thn HQ 95B Hegia»ub,    In addition to the 
K39^th and tho K1 Bn/95B, lib; K20 Ödpper Dattalion and elements of the 408th 
Sapper Battalion r.ro also bojicrod to ha7o participated,   A detainee picked 
up on 4 April at AQ 8218i9, approsdaatol;' '5 kilometere North of Phu Nhon, 
•was reported as being a moabor of 0-1 Uo/K32 Bn/40th Artillery Reglmsnt aa 
a participating unit in tho bnttl«.   With '/ao exception of the document o*p- 
tured on 18 Miroh locatin,'; bho owanand post of tho 95B Beglment at AQ 821955, 
approximately 4 kilrsuetara Wbat cf Phu man, no forthor information vas cur- 
rently available eonoerning specific enemy disposition prior to the battle. 
The enaogr vai determined and veil prepared,    Intelllgenoe amlyeta estimate 
that at laaat one months preparation vent Into the planning of this attack. 
The eneay's heavy volume of fire and his ability to hold his poaitlons for 
as long aa he did indicate that he vaa very well supplied and had effective 
«edioal support, 

9.   Sitaatlom 

a. On the evening of 15 Miroh at 2355 hours, a North Vletnansae force of 
eatlaatad i'egimunt'*! cize Initiated a nustained attaok against Phu Nhon 
Dlstrlot BQ vAR 868992), attached Regicnal Foroe«, colooated ü, S, artillery 
forces of 2ä platoon, Brttery C, 1st Battalion, 92d Artillery, and supporting 
Ooatarp eootioua from Battery B, 4th Brtttalion, 60th Artillery, During ths 
oourso of tho initlaJ. ove-iing attack tho North Yietnaoeae foroes, elaments 
Of 95B Regt, «ttonptocL to overrun the friendly foroes utilising sapper at- 
tacks, assaulta by fire with t&mn wjrtars, 120tri mortars, B^O rockets and 
grouad assaults, Tho Initial, attack cans fron the Sooth against the ü, S. 
artillery sector of tho porlnetor held by the Duaters fro« 4-60 Arty and the 
«SB £*o» 1-92 'A, Ths aagqy J" unablo to penetrate this area doa to ths 
haavf tola» of fire and the aggressiveness of ths U, 3, stldlers in dsftonss 
tf tte ajrtUlory sector.. Tho attack then nevsd \* ths eastern perimeter in 
the vicinity of ths AW¥ artillery ud ARTN guard '-.unksre, Ths snangr pene- 
tntsd ths vtis InfUstlag daasgs to facilities and «yiuslng casualties among 
tte Scwlh Vlstasass* defenders, (See Inoloaure 1. dl&gnuB of ths ooopound). 
Tte 0, 8, liaison officer fron 1-98 FA directed all gunchlps and other alr» 
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«aft charing the firet night and morning of the attack. At tlmt T»ry 
little artillery was fired booauee of the danger of hitting aircraft in the 

. The training and ability of the U, 3. artillery and Duetar pareonnel 
ahown by the fact that they had killed 21 sapper« vlthln 10 netere of 

tte wire surruunding wholr oompound, Theee eappere wert heavily aroed with 
■atohel charges, B-^O rockets, Bangalore torpedoes and Ii.l6 riflea but not 
one enony guinuo access to their compoxind, and thareby ver« uakVIe to infliot 
any najor danagc or wound any artillery personnel. One Duster orewaan was 
•erlously vounded by a .5i Gal round after 16 hours of fighting. Confidence 
In thoir j.eaclQrship and training and a great deal of individual initiative 
Vera dlspiayod by the artillerymen throughout the 5 day oaapalgn. Despite 
laok of sloop the platoon was able to perform their missions of firing and 
•aouring thoir own position in an outstanding manner, 

b, Tho ground attack whioh was directed against the eastern and north- 
•aatern sides of the porineter ran into very little resistance froa the 
AJWKs, The men on the perimeter ware never reinforced as those on guard 
duty remained inside their bunkers with their families. No reaction force 
«M formed until daylight. When the MACV oompound was overrun, the AWN 
•oldiera brought their families to the American bunkers. The ARVN artillery 
fired no more than /+0 rounds and did not fire direct fire. Sappers «ere 
running freely through their compound with little or no resistance enabling 
thorn to occupy several key bunkers and one building while holdinf dependents 
M hostages r Finally at 16U00 M&roh CS gas grenades were employed to 
clear the ^nomy from tho bunkers, 

o» The eneoy was able to cut off road routes North and Sooth of Fhu 
Aon surrounding the defending forces and isolating then from other friendly 
forces and cutting off all normal land resupply during the period 16-20 Mirch. 
There wore pockets of enemy resistance on QL-14 South from ty Thaoh Village 
(AR 835178) to Phu Nhon District HQ (AR 868996). Vlllagee held by thi 
•BMqr were located at the following areast AR 865027. Fiel Tao-AR 863045» 
Pfen Qimng-AR 87C050, and Phu Nhon-AH 862997. The 2d Battalion ATth Regiment 
«ai tasked to IXJVO South and clear QL-U, At 16134-5 Äroh 3rd OoBpany/Z-i? 
lofiasnt encountered a small eneny foroe at AR 855125 and exohanged small 
arms flro. The enangr force was estimated to be a platoon-elsed element, but 
it managed to pin down 3rd Company effectively« Qunshlp« wore requested 
•ad oontaot was broken. The unit continued South and on 18 Ifcroh the 1st 
and 3rd Companies of 2.47th ran into heavy resistance from the village 
lorth of Phu Nhon, A U, S. convoy escort, attempting to resupply our units, 
arrived on the scene and the commander offered the assistance of hia four U) 
Duetera and one d) APC in dislodging the eneny. The Dusters and the APC 
■oved on the road and provided fire support while the two ARVN companies 
launched another attack. The assault to the objective was oade on line, but 
the tracked vehicles moved forward faster than the ground troope, When the 
objective was reached "^ Dusters were 100 meters in front of the ground 
foroes. The Dusters   * under heavy fire and one was iiraobilised. The 
»•mining foroes moved through the village to the South and after oonaolid- 
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atlng their position noved back around the village to the East and returned 
north to thulr fomar locut'lor...    The Dusters hnd leveled the village where 
the onory rosiscanco wao hoavy     Inter the inrcniliied Duster was recovered. 

Vehlöj-ü rccuppiy was found to be inpnssible due to heavy 
enorr/ iHasletauoe ai'ir-t». QI»'l4| so nerinl resupply wab utlitzed.   Throughout 
this poriocv ttic bes icged Mlifls vmrs nubjoctctj tc daily attack by eneny 82inn 
nortara, 120m rorrttis, B-';o rcckots and aaali arns while U, S, hellcoptera 
iiiii alroraft, tttonpilnt v " provide aerial resuppiy and aviation support, 
were for<-ed  .o undergo dovastating ground to air t'iro ftrom enoray raohlne 
gun positions onairoling Phu Nlion. 

d. The 1st Ikttallon 45-h Hofrinent novod to Baon Blech on 16 Miroh 
and was it proceed nori h fcowbiTas 13 Lonaly r.ncl link vjp with tlie 3Td Cavalry 
Troop at AQ Ä55S1'9*    Th; 3rd Cavalry leading thu advance vas amboshed north 
of Ionü.lys h. t continued T.O advance north toward Phu Nh-jn after breaking 
contact,   Tha •-.45 P-ogincut, with bht j/3 0avaiiy( 0 ettoohed, proceeded 
north to thn vicinity OJ' aQ 87o965     The back foi"-'.. otrat iirrior intense fire 
fron a well fortifisd enery force.    When thay »itteaptod ''.o by-pass the eneny 
on tiho (U>s+«.rn fJa.nk, tnc LISK fi.rce xgui caking nsavy oaBUisltiea,   After 
regrourin?;, tho elonent ttdc no more assaults on 17 Mir(ih while awaiting 
rcinforcoruv-ita.    On 16 March ths  \-i3 Rogt «nd th--; 3/3 Cavalry assaulted the 
position again from one oaot aide of tho roiid while tho newly arrived k-U1) 
adviu^ed on tho wesv üiüe of the road,    3/3 CavHlry reoeivad hoavy casualtlea 
and heaxy (Jtnage to mny of its APCs in these aasaul^ü "iii wis rendered in- 
effecblv; dnl noved to tho rear.,   The 1-92 FA fuiusu-d observer with this 
Viak iVu-co, Sy,v Richard Pairrlsh, did an outstanilng job during these aasaulta. 
On the rooming of 20 >ferch an extensive artillery preparation was fired on 
the eneny position and after It «as conolcted, the 1-.viJth, /^Sth and 2/3/3 
Cnvalr/ oonlvc^d an assault en the objoi'Livo anl c^crcane wnerqr resistance, 
Tho southern fcrce novod north and the iwi%liern foroe continuad south until 
thoy net at Phu Nhor Eiötrict HQ where the enöriy encirclement had been broken, 

e. Thro ish/ur; the siege the U, S, Artiiierjrr-u «.iistinguished theiaselves 
by ropr^ted 0.SV& oi' individual heroisn.   During the oanpaign the surrounded 
elorcnts of ?;2a p3t;/l-.^ PA and B/4~6C Arivy, together with Cdat plt)/l-ge 
FA and 3/7-I;  FA ah Mnigv. Davis and C(3ä pit)/l-92 FA at IZ Lonely, expended 
over I^O ctlxllory rounds, thousands of AOISJI D'astfir roiaxis and a large 
anowit o.V sr.Bi.J hxm end autonatic weapons ammmltion inflicting hondreds of 
cantmltlea ai-ong the attacking eneny forces while stiff coring nlnlnuia 0, S, 
cat""i'ili.;.oü,   Tb» orory defense was ohnraiterisod by lieavy ground to air fire, 
B"*+0 rockius and arall arns fire.   Activity recorded during the -■eek included 
13 ascfiuTtr. oy i'iro, b significant contacts, 5 road anbuahea, and 6 incidents 
of grouno Lo ile fJro.    For their actions the artlllerynen of 1st Battalion 
92d Artiliery .csceived the following awards;    1 Silver Star, 1 Distinguished 
Flying Cross, 9 Bronze Stars with "V", ^7 Anry Comendr.tion Msd^ls with "V", 
1 Air Medal with "V" and 1 "'Onbat Madic Badge,    C Battory is being submitted 
for an ARVN Unit Award for the period 16 to 20 Ikrch 1971 and for the U, S, 
Valorouo Unit Citation, 
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U»   Corramioationsi 

a. At the tine of the attack, m.dios were distributed at follov«: 

2 ea GRC^6 - IDO 1-92 PA 
1 eo GR&46 - M.1CV Teo.n 
3 ea VRC-77 - MdCV Toon 
1 ea QRC^6 - 2d pit, Btiy C, 1-92 PA 
1 ©a PRC-25 - Btry B, 4-60 Arty 

b. The following equlpnent beoane inoperative during the earpaignt 

2 ea GRC-46 - WO 1-% PA 
1 ea 30 KW Qenerator (destroyod) - M\CV Team 
2 ea 10 KW Generfitor (destroyad) - M^CV Team 
1 ea 1,5 DC Generator - IHO 1-92 PA 

o« The U, S, porsonnol at FSB Miller were never without sufficient 
co-Tvnioations* Replacenent equlpnent was sent out within 24 hours of the 
attack« 

5< logistics: 

a« 94,3 tons of supplies were airlifted or trucked into C Battery's 
•tnrcc locations at Weigt Davis, PSB Miller and IZ lonely, 

b. Convoys were used to take supplies to Weigt Davis and were unable 
to go further South. 

c. All resupply to Phu Nhon was accot^llshed with UHl helicopters, 
which mde sorties fron Wsigt Davis. 

d. CH-47 hook sorties were used to resupply Weigt Davis and 12 lonely. 
Doe to intense ground to air fire, Phu Nhon could not bo resupplied by hooks, 

a. Liaison Terns: 

(1) Initially one fo«p»mn UK) teao (l-CPT, 3^M) operated at Phu 
Nhon. It had boon in position slnee 31 Deoenber 1970. 

(2) As the nisslon reoulrenente increased, one throe-nan UK) toan 
was sent to the 47th ARVN Reginent and one three-mn 1210 toon IAS sant to 
the 45th Reginent, 

-26 
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b. Forward Obeorver Tear«: 

(1) Initially one PO tean was deployod with the 45th Roginont, 
SP4 Riotord Pnrrlsh, SP4 Parrish dlstingulehed hlnaelf »Aile serving vdth 
the 45th and with the 3rd Cavalry in the southom task force by controlling 
artillery firo, air strikes, gunanipe, nedivace and mlntnining contr.ct with 
the hnttalion all during the nanoious assaults South of Phu Nhon. SP4 
Parrish was with the lend o]«rents during the conflict and did an outstanding 
Job in kooping eler.onts irn'onv^ of the changing situation and his location 
while directing accurate nnd tintiy fire against the onery. He was seriously 
wounded r.nd had to be returned to the rear. For his valorous actions SP4 
Richard Parrish received the Silvor St^r Medal, 

(2) Air observers were on station during daylight hours throughout 
the conflict. 

7, Annunition: 

a. During the carpaign fron 16 Mirch to 21 Jferch expenditures were 
reported by II Corps as follows« 

Ü.S. ARTO SECTOR TOTAL 

105m — 6,617» 780» 7,39" 

155m 1,280 1,052 - 2,332 

175m 99 — - 99 

8 inch 22 — — 22 

Totals 1,401 7,669 780 9,850 

•These figures could not be verified by U, S, artillery personnel, 

b, Amunition resupply wna accorplished by air using CH-47 and UHlD 
helicopters. The road South \r.8 cut off and convoys were unable to reach 
Phu Nhon, Service Battery convoyod to Weigt Davis and UHlD helicopters took 
resupply fron there to Phu Rhön. 

8, losses: 

a«   The cunulativo results for the period 16 Mirch when the attack on 
Phu Nhon District oormoncod until 21 March when the relief operation was 
t«mlmted are listed below. 

b.   Xnetqr losses t 

387  KIA (178 of these KBA) 
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48   Smll ame CIA 

23   Crew-served veapons CIA 

2   Radios (Chinese Conrunist Hmufaotured) 

40   B^40 (RPO-2) Rounds CIA 

12   82m Mortar Rounds CIA 

o«   Friendly losses: 

VK ?A  MA sm BEZö: 

KIA 0 1        45 25 

WIA 5 16      101 36 

MIA 0 0 0 10 

d,   1-92 FA losses included 1 ea 45 Cal pistol and 1 ea M-16 rifle 
«hieh were lost in action ty the IM tean« 

• i 

1 Incl 

1«   Diagran of conpound 

JOB» S. CHBSBRO 
ISC, FA 
Copranfling 
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DXAdlAH Of WU ilOB DISTRICT HQ CC;;?CU;!D 

t 

ARVH     (^ 
AHTY      w 

(UTE 

US ARTY 

IDC        o 

x>0 0 

S • lOStn AHVR 
&• 15511 US 
ft • Duitsr 
M - 60«- :.»rtcr , ^ % 
B - 1*60 IB (Vtl >i-60B end 50 CrI not included In dirsrar.;; 
A - Initial cttook 
B • SMond cttaok 
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January 5,  1972 
f«.   TOTAt. MO   OF #«■(■ »». NO. or ncrt 

M> omaiMATon'»«if<>oNT M^xacnoi 

/     711007 
711008 

U.   COMTÜACT O« «»»NT MO. 

».  »KOJCCT MO. 

N/A 
OtHl« MCRORT NOdlfAnr •A*« niaifrvr» ihmt mmy 6* «••l#n#d 

10    OltTRIOUTIOM STaTCMKNT 

II    »UPI»L«MtMT»HT NOT» 

N/A 
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