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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20310

-OTT 711008 711 e
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@ 1. Section 2 of reports, subject as above, are forwarded for re and

— evaluation in accordance with para 4b, AR 525-15.

3t 2. The information contained in these reports is provided to insure i
- - that lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit

@ of future operations and may be adapted for use in developing training

ial.
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CONFIDENTIAL

<VGG=Fii.=0P 30 april 197N

SULJECTs Oper.tion:l hep-rt of 5th Battalion 16th Artillery ror Period
Ending 30 April 1971. LC3: CSFOR-65 (R=3).

J&4CTION IT  LESSONS LEARNED
1o (U) Dofonsu of Mcdium and Heavy Artillcry Bases

In nodiun ¢nd heavy artillory b .tterics whero Flechet® Anti-Personnel Rounds
(Dec=Hive) are not cv.ilcble, it has been feund thot firing HE with a uininun
burst tie setting (Killer Junior) hod tho best effect - beth physiccl and
payehologianl - for Difunsive Fires, To insure thelir effectivness, instruction
should bo givon t5 vach howitzer soction on t: rgets located ot different ronges,
also, on shooting not only on luvel ground but on slopes. Fl..cing 2 ringe card
showing quadrants und fuze scttings, in ovoch svction will also enhunce the results.

2. (U) Artillery Movement Along Unsecure Roads.

In toving sclf propelled battorics alcag unscrurcd ro.ds, it wes found th:t
main logses cine not 1o active oneliy activitios but fron ninos. Not only rust
tho road bs swept prior to moveuent, but 2137 a earoful watch nust be kepd for
frushly enpliiced Lines durinsz iwovaicent. 4 mothod that helped in this respuct
was to use a hulicoptur at low level, to blow dust off of the rod, rcovealing fresh
udne emplacements.  Docausc of rincs, it wos not pructicel wven with armorcd
cavalry providing sccurity, to rosupply remote firobases by convoy., Enough supplics
cun bs carried in on the initial insurtion to allow resupply by CHe47, on zn gs
neudud busis, This would rolease units, that wculd ncrrilly be used for resupply
convogs, for other rissions.

3s (U) Change in Mission rfor a Molium artillery Battery.

The missicn of meciw: .rtillery batteriesin thc iwpublic of Victn.n (with some
“Xcuptions in the Mech Units) is Genorgl Roinforcing or General Support. When
usud in the dircet suppot rolec instead cof the norunl dirvet support artillery,
additim.l burdons uroe placed cn all cincurned, The Medius sartillery's TQAE
does not provide for INO's or FO's for this type of r.issinn, If the FO's from the
norricl DS battory arc uscd they gre often reluctant to g2ll in cleso firos -
vhen nueded, us thoy ure unfa:iliar with the offocts, and ucny tines uso more
rounds th.n would norrilly be used to accoiiplish the nission. The forwurd
obsorver nooded, in Lost cases, additicnal truining in the usc of ncdiun srtillery
and the offocts that they achioved, The usc of vediun artillery in the DS rolc,
in support of Infuntry,docs not provide the most uffactive utilisaticn of the
srtillery's fircpowor. The nonuil reinforeing rdssion is more approprii.te and
should be adhered to, if gt all possiblo, when lizht artillory is av:ilcblo,

4o (U) Disposition of Li0's @nd FO's Durinz Stand Down

When a field urtillcry unit is standing dcwn, the continued effoctive
utilization of LNO's und FO's to supportod units bacoues g problen, Should another
artillery unit be dusivnatod to tiko over the mission, the LNO's und FO's should
bo roassignod to tho ncw crtillory unit, In doing this, there will bo ninirun
of confusion und opor.tional time lost, It was found thet an LNO or an FO could
be clearcd, roassiznod and b..ck on ths job in 48 hours. The runcining LNO's und
FO's werv eble to provide support during thie pcriod so thurc wus nininun
opuraticnul loss,
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SUcd.CTy Operctioncl keport of 5th Bettulion 16th artillery For Poriod Eniing
30 april 71. aC3: CS70 -65 (R-3).
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5. Hnplacenent of Sensor Devices in Heovy Jungle:

When sensor devices (duffoel b..g) were first erploced in the Centr.l Highlinds
8 an ecrly worning system, they were dropped froii cn cireraft (helicopter) .nd
their locuiion was then plotted or a m2p fro.: the cir. When it then becui.
desirable for the Duff'cl Bag strings to be mors uccurately loccted, they were
dropped frou: an airc.ouft, but, this tine a MPQ-4 Radur eiploying o double bear ¢
sczn w.8 uged to give grid coordinctes th.t would be effcctive up to 50 meters.

Loth .:ethods proved ineffective however; for the first relied principally on

the vicwers ubility to recd a mup, wnd the second bec.use the ridur picked up :
only 62% of tlic scnsors thu.t were dropped. Therefore, it was deteri.ined thut .n
order for the Duffel Bag progrun to be effective excch position would h ve to be
surveyed, Bec.use of the uxtensive aiount of tie cnd the size_ble security forcc
thet wes needed to wnpl.ce the syston using a truversc wcthod, an olternctive
method hod to be used thut would cnsure un ccceptable accuracy, ond reduce the tite
required cnd security elencnt nceded for a truverse.

Henco, 1t wi.s detir.ined that a trigngulotion method would be used; first the
proposed sensor locations were plottcd on & :wp; second the survey te.n went out
and taped six (6) bcses long enough so th t the ond points would ensure un
acceptable apex ungle; third, the Duffcl 3ag iccomp-nicd the three (3) APC's
nmanuvsred through the jungle to stort laying out their strings. On recching ¢
point where a ssnsor wcs to be empliced, the ¢ .plicing porsonnel would notify
the survey tean by rcdio, then the T-16 theodolites, thut were set up Lt euch end
of th. appropriate bcse, would nove to the generil urea, A pinflers wus tion fired
throuzh the junglo so thit the theodolite could better locite the acnsor, Then o
hend flire wes fired, After recording thot reading, o scecond hand flure wos fired
cnother rending was tcken. The two reudings were then necneds The tean in the
field would then wove on to the next locatlon end the procedure was repoated, until
all strings werc eizplaced. Total tire to emplace sensors using this istiod wus
eleven (11) duys in which twenty-four (24) strinzs, five (5) scnsors per string,
were aitpluced,

= J

Lot

i LOWELL G. S¢ITH
LTC, Fa
Coir.cnding
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m, ﬂq, $2nd Artillery Oroup, APC 96318, 8 May 71

THRU: Commanding Officer, SRAC Artdllery, APO 96350

70y ACSFOR, DA, Washingten, DC, 20310

Subject reperts have been reviewed and are approved,
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AVFA=AT=D (30 April 1971) 24 Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operatienal ..epart-lLessons Learned, heaaquarters 5th Batislion,
16th .irtillery for reried znding 30 april 1971, 4Cb CofUi-65 (4-3) (U)

DA, Headquarters, Second .iegional Assistance command artiliery, ATIN: avr.-di-J,
AY0 96350,

90330+ 1 4 MAY 171
T0: Cemmanding General, Seocond legional Assistance Command, A+O 96350

This headquarters has evaluted subject OiLL and forwarding indorsement and concurs.

oy 2 Hcb-

Lieutenant Colonel, FA
Ad jutant

FOR THE COMMANDLA:
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters United States Army Forces, Military Region 2
APO San Francisco, 96350

AVRA-GC 3rd Ind | 21 JUN BN

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 5th Battalion, 16 Pield
Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 1971, RCS GSFOR-65 (R3)(U)

Commrd ing Officer

United States Amy Vietmm
ATTN: AVHDO-DO

APO 96375

This headquarters, has reviewed the attached report, considers it adequate
ard conairs with the contents.

FOR THE COMMANDER:
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w' AVHDO-DO (30 Apr 71) 4th Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 5th Battallon, 16th Artillery For Perilod

Bnding 30 April 1971. RCS: CSFOR-65 (R3)

I/!udqutrtorl, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 99 SEp 1971

T0: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-FD,
AP0 96558

This Headquartere hae reviewed the Operational Report Lessone Learned Y
for the period ending 3% April 1971 from Headquarters, 5th Battallon,
16th Artillery and concure with commente of indoreing headquartere. |

elenin . = o

FOR THE COMMANDER:

& Y
Cy fumi w iyl / 4 & 7 j
5/16th Arty JT HONSOWETZ

SRAC CPT. AGC. |
Assistant Adjutant General




6262-7D (30 Apr 71) Sth Iad (V)
- SUBJRCT: Operatienal Report-Leseons Leersed, HQ 1éth
Artillevry, Peried Eading 30 April 1971,
RCS C8YOR-63 (R3) (V)

HQ, US Army, Paeifie, APO Sen Francisco 96558 1 NOV 1971
TO: NQDA (DAYD-IA), WASH DC 20310
This headquarters coneurs in subject report ee indorsed.

FOR TER COMMANDER IN CHIEZ:

L-.t m
ePT, 4G0
Asst A0
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/ CONFIDENTIAL

AVGG=FA..=0P 5 Moy 1971

SUBJECT: Operctioncl Report-Lessons Learned of 1st Battolion, 92d Artillery
for the Poriod Ending 30 April 1971, RCS: CSFOR=65 (R-3) (U)

2. (C) Lessons Learnad:
a, Personnel: Nonc
b, . Intelligzencet None
¢, Operctions:

(1) Gunship Smployment

(2) Observetion: Gunships were effectively employed ot the beginning of
the battle by the 1-92d LNO., Once the situation became critical, personnel from
verious other agencies attempted to control the aircraft, leading to more cone

fusion, (See &fter action report on battle of Phu Nhon, attached)

DOD DIk 5200.10

‘,’ﬁ‘.?o‘;“ DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
Incl 2 CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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CONFIDENTIAL /2

AVG"-FAL-QP 5 May 197
SUBJTCT: Oper~tioncl Report-Lessons Lerrned of 18t Battalion, 92d Artillery
for the Period Ending 3C April 1971, RCS: CSFO ~65 (i-3) (U)

(b) Eva_untion: Gunshiss were not used to their fullest due to the
l-ck of control and coordinrtion., This likewise hindered the en lcynent of
artillery,

(c) Pecoumendctions: Thet an overnll fire support coordinctor be
annointed by th. highcst hecdquertcrs involved in tho operation, His tews
shouwld include both U.S. cnd Vietn,..ese artillery, cruy cviation and Air
Force personncl,

(d) Commnnd Action: Discussions were hcld vith reprcseantatives of
Pleiku Sector, II Corps, -nd the 20th Engincer Bnttolion to cffect coordi-
notion, but to little --il,

(2) U.S. Artillery:

(2) Observntion: The Vietnamese peréonnel initiclly vere recluctont to
use U.S. artillery fire support.,

(b) Evnluntion: The toctical situntion grew critienl when perh.ps con-
t-ct could h~ve been broken by the use of artillery fires,

(¢) Recom cndtions: That Vietn~mcse personncl be mrde ewnre of the
support avcilable to them ~nd the effectiveness it crn produce prior to the
initiation of such cctions,

(@) Ccuurnd Action: Licison officers and forvmrd observers frouw this
wnit were kert with Victnomese units, ©nd werc evontunily cble to show what we
could do for then,

(3) Perimeter Security:

(2) Obscrvation: Our defense of Thu Nhon wos successful prinnrily be-
crvso of adhcrence to the brsics of porition defense, specific~lly hoving clert
gu rds and dcep, siiple fox holcs, which allowed good grazing fire,

.(b) Evnluation: liorc cffort should be s~cnt in kceping guerd personnel
alert ~nd rotiv~tud thon in construetiz: elabornte, crtonsive defensive brrriers
eround porcitions,

(c) Recmmend~tion: iiethods of keeping gu~rds alert b stressed in peri-
neter defensc clesscs,

(d) Comnond iction: This.bettalion hes in ef7act the following procew .
cures to cscist in develoning aanﬁﬁint:ininggguarﬂ alertnesss

(1) Gﬁiﬁds arc bricfed on the current one.y situntion ~t gu-rdmount,
(2) Socup and Coffoe orc doli;ered to gurrds throurhout the night,

CONFIDENTIAL
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 § | CONFIDENTIAL

| : /’ AVOG-FAA-QP 3 Moy 197
SUBJECT: Operotionnl Report-Lossons Lcarned of 1st Eqttalion, 924 frtillery
for the Period Ending 30 April 1971, °CS: CSFOR=65 (R=3) (U)

(3) The 0D checks cach perimeter position hourly.
(4) Corwo checks are n~de. with each perimeter positicn hourly,

d, Organisation: None
¢, Training: None
f. Llogistics: None
g, Cormunications:
(1) ZEquipmont status:

(2) Observation: When the battalion is spread out as far as we have
becn in our supnort rmission, communications with the niore distont firing posi-
tions is virtunlly inpossible,

(b) Evnluntion: More conmunicatioins equipnent is neceded to allow us
to perform our jobs at optimun effectivencss in such an extended configuration,
Current TOEs orc unrealistic considering the situation,

(¢) Recormcnd-tions: That Corps- or Army-wide facility be established
fror vhich units mey draw required non-TOE or above TOE comrunicetions equipnment,
This facility should be under thc dircet control of the Corps (Field Force)
Operations section, Whcn nissions are assigncd, thc cquipieat needed to perform
then con be provided,

(d) Comand Action: The battalion bhorrowed additionsl couiprent fron
our support cgencies and neighboring units to neet ouvt requirements, pcnding
sukx ission of 2 requust to change the TOE,

h, Neterial: Zono

i, Other: None

: /ﬁ:‘b’ 'M- o
2 Inel JOEN §, CHESERO

LTC, FA
1e list of locstions Coxmanding

2, After Action Report of bettle at Phu Naon

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

-

AVOOFAA-OP (5 May 71) 1st Ind(U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned of 1st Battalion 92nd
Meld Artillery for Poriod Ending 30 April 1971, R
CSPOR-65 (R-3)

DA, Hq, 53nd Artillery Croup, PO 96318, 8 May 71

THR)s Commanding Officer, SRAC Artillory, APO 96350

. 70: A@FOR. DA, Wllhington, Dc' 20310

Subjoot reports have been reviewed and are approvod,

QMW) N\/\U MK\\

JAMBES ¥, JRUTH
/COL. FI‘
Cormanding

CONFIDENTIAL
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AT ot ira hepers - Leomong Loasned, 1o% Bettalion, 924 Flald
[} - "
Artillery for Perisd Nuding 30 April 1971 RCS CBMGE.43 (R-3) (V)

DA, s, Secead Regismal Assistance Command Artillery, ATTN:
70: Commanding Gemeral, Seeond Regional Assistance Command, AFO 96390

Thais hesdquarters has evaluated sudjeot ORLL and fervarding indsrsemest and
oonurse

7R THE COMMANDAR:

SIGNED
BILLY M wALKIR
Iisutenant Celomel, FA
AdJutant




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters United States Army Forces, Military Region 2
APO San Francisco, 96350

AVFA=GC el T 17 JUN 191

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, lst Battalion, 9 Fleld
Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 1971 RCS CSFOR-65 (R-3) (V)

Commard ing Qfficer

United States Amy Vietnam
ATTN: AVHDO-ID

APO 96375

This headquarters, has reviewed the attached renort, considers it adequate

and concurs with the contents.
M?M{'

L. D. PENCE
LTC, AGC
Adjutant Geperal

FOR THE COMMANDER:




O

This Headquarters hae reviewed the Operational Report-Lessone Learned

AVEDO-DO (5 May 71) 4th Ind
SUBJICT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, lst Battalion, 92d Field
Artillery for Period Ending 30 April 1971 RCS CSFOR-65 (R-3)(U)

Headquarters, United Statee Army vygtnam, APO San Francisco 96375 88 SEP M

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-FD,
APO 96558

for the period ending 30 April 1971 from Headquarters, lst Battalion,
924 Field Artillery and concure with comments of indorsing headquartere.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

;;t #C 6/4 ¢/,

e 4 HONSOWETZ
CPT. AGC.

Cy furn: Acsistant Adjutant General
1/92d Arty
SRAC

e




GPOP-FD (5 May 71) S5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, HQ 92d Field
Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1971,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R3) (uU)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 1NOV 1371
.TO: HQDA (DAFD-ZA), WASH DC 20310
This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

L.®. 0ZAK]
CPT, AGC
Aast A9

)0




AVGG=Fil=07

CONFIDENTIAL

5 iiny 1971

SUBJSCT: Oporation 1 Reocrt-Lessors Learncd of 13t fotic fon, 924 Urtillery

for thc Period Ending 30 April 1971, RCS:

CSFOl-65

(v)

Tho coordin~tes of locotions occupicd by the 1st Eutt. lion 92d Artillery arc

listed bclow,

LOCATICH

Artillery iill
FSB Sarch 11
LZ Wcigt Dovis
FSE 6

FSB 12

FSB Kelly

FSE “Athene

LZ Elockhewk
LZ 14iler
Polei Xrong
LZ Loacly

LZ Lcticon

RSB Schualler
0SB Bufi-lo
FSE Crystrl
FSB Drogon

FSB Pony

FSB John Henry
Crp Fidel
TSB Mors

COORDIN.TES

2., 228536
Zh 111677
A 896113
YB 935169
YB £69256
Zh 228535
LR 775904
BR 035536
A 870988
Zh 1909
L 852EM
BR 28247C
BR 367468
BR 479434
BR 899¢62
Zi. 229537
BR 806832
BR 676708
BR {98405
ER 897550

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEFARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 1ST BATTALICN, 92D ARTILIERY
APO San Fyancisco 96318

AVGG-FAA~QOP 29 April 197

SUBJECT: After Action Report-Phu Nhon Relief Operation

1, (C) General Summary: This report covers U, S, Artillery operatione
in support ef the defense of Phu Nhon during the period 152355 March 191
to 212400 March 1971, The following is the disposition of artillery
during this period:

FSB Welgt Davis (AR 897117)
2 x 155mm, 1st P1t, Btry C/1-92 FA

1 x 8 inch and 1 x 175mm, Btry B/7-15 FA
2 x 4Omm, Btry B/4-60 Arty

FSB_T, C. Miller (AQ 870998)
2 x 155mm, 2d P1t, Btry C/1-~92 FA

2 x 40mm, Btry B/4-60 Arty
2 x 105mm (ARVN), 21,th Sector Plataon

12 logely (AQ 852871)

2 x 155mm, 3d P1t, Btry C/1-92 FA
2 x 4LOmm, Btry B/L-60 Arty

FSB St, George (AR 847148)

2 x 105mm (ARVN), 223d Arty
4 x 155mm (ARVN), 2234 Arty

AQ 862905
é x 105nm (ARVN), Btry C/232d Arty

2, Intelligence:

&, During the /past six months GVN pacification areas have been a prin-
cipal target of VC/NVA attacks, Since early February the P Nhon District
area has been identified as the focal point for the attacks in Pleiku Province,
Based upon normal enemy areas of operation, captured doocuments and agent re-
ports, the K394th Oomposite Battalion and the K1 Tettalion of the 95B Regiment,
both regular NVA units, were identified as units active in this area as earlv
as 1 February 1971, Activity during ths period of 1 February through 15 March

CONFIDENTIAL

10

o 1ot v N

22




N T e

o  CONFIDENTIAL |

AVQ0-FAL-OP 29 April 19H
SURJECT: After Action Report=Phu Nhon Relief Operation

oonsisted primerily cf company-size ground attacks, huvassment, stand off
attacks and interdiction of Qi-14 by minings and asbusiws, Although agent
reports concerning the Phu Nhou aoi:s wora not mawerous there wire seversl
of possidle significance which wern received prior to the attack of 15-16
Maroh, These rspurts ldentified wche Location of a battalion-sice unit
approximetely 15 kilometers 3nuih of Fuu Nhen or 12 Mareah eand the arrival
ef ap artillery company aypiuximteiy 10 kliomsters Southiast of Phu Nhon
on 14 Mureh, These reports were fommrded to tno Pleiku Prpvinee S-2, It
shold be noted that intel  ignuce roports of teattalion-gizud elements are
pot wmusw: in the Phv Nasy urea cnd It is not surprising that the reports
received prior tp 15 Maroh falicd to warn sufficiently of the impending
attack of & 1egimental-sized eiement,

b, The well coordinatcd attack of 15-16 March was made by & regimental-
sised unit under the commind of the HQ 958 Regiment. In addition to the
K39%th and the K1 Bn/9%5, the K20 Sapper Dattalion and clements of the 408th
Sapper Battalion rre also bolicred to havo participated, A detainee picked
up on 4 April at AQ 82183y, approxtmtol; 15 kilometers North of Phu Nhon,
w8 reportod as being a member of C-1 Co/K32 Bn/4Cth Artillery Regiment as
a participating unit in tho tmttls, With who exception of the document oap-
tured on 18 Maroch locating ilo csmmand Ians\".'of tho 95B Regiment at AQ 821955,
approximtely 4 kilouetars Wost cf Phu Nhow, no turthor information was cur-
rently available oconcerning specifis envmy dlsposition prior to the battle,
The enomy was deterndnad ard well prepared. Intelligence amalysts estimate
that at least one munth's preparation went into the planning of this sttack,
The enemy's heevy volume of fire and his ability to hold his positions for
as long as he did indicate that he was very well supplied and had effective
#adiocal support,

3. Situantion:

&, On the evening of 15 March at 2355 hours, a North Vietmamese force of
estimted regiminliel cize initiated a sustained attack against Fhu Nhon
Distriot BQ (AR 868992), attachod Regicnal Forces, colocated U, S, artillery
forces of 24 platuvon, Brttery C, 1st Battallon, 924 Artillery, and supporting
Dustier sootious from Battery B, 4th Battaliion, 60th Artillery, During the
ocourso of tho initial! overdng attack thn Neortn Vietnamess forces, elsments
of 95B Regt, ettunptod to overrun the friendiv forces utilising sapper at-
tacks, assaults by fire with 62w mortave, 120em mortars, B=40 rockets and
eround assaults, The initial atteck came from the South against the U, S,
artillery soctor of tho porimetor held by the Duaters from 4~40 Arty and the
wn fyon 132 FA, The cmemy ms umble to penetrate this ares dus to the
hoavy volume of five and the aggressiveness of the U, 3, seldiere in defense
of the artillery sestor. Tho attank then moved 4» the eastern perimeter in
the viocinity of the ARVN artillery and ARVN guaréd “unkers, The enemy pene-

ted the vire inflioting damage to facilities ani musing casualties among

8
: South Vietramess defonders, (See Inolosure 1 : dicgranm of the compound),

U, 8, liadson officer from 1-92 FA directed all gusahips and other air-
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araft during the first night and morning of tho attack, At tirws very
11ttle artillery was fired bocause of the danger of hitting eiroraft in the
area, The training and abllity of the U, 3, artillery and Duster personnel
was shown by the faot that they had killed 21 sappers within 10 meters of
the vire swrounding cheir compound, These sappers were heavily armed with
satohel charges, B0 rockets, Bangalore torpedoes and M~16 rifles but not
one enerty gulinud access to thelr compound, and thoreby wers unhdle to infliot
any mejor duwge or wourd any artillery personnel, One Duster crewmn was
geriously wounded ty a .51 Cal round after 16 hours of fighting, Conf'idence
in thoir .eadorship and training and & great deal of individual initiative
were displayed by the artillerymen throughout the 5 day oampaign, Despite
lack of sloop tho platoon was able to perform their missionms of firing and
seowring thoir own position in an outstanding monner,

= —

b, Tho ground attack which was directed against the eastern and north~
eastern sides of the perimeter ran into very little resistance fron the
ARVNs, The mcn on the perimeter were never reinforced as those on guard
duty remained inside their bunkers with their families, No reaction force
ws formed until deylight. When the MACV compound was overrun, the ARVN
soldiers brought their farilies to the American bunkers, The ARVN artillery
fired no more than 40 rounds and did not fire direct fire, Sappers were
running freely through their compound with little or no resistance enabling
thenm to occupy several key bunkers and one building while holding dependents 1
as hostages, Finally at 161400 March CS gns gremades were employed to
olear the onomy from the bunkers,

ce The enemy was able to out off road routes North and South of Phu
¥hon surrounding the defending forces and isolating ther from other friendly
forces and cutting off all normal land resupply during the peried 16-20 March,
There wore pockets of enemy resistance on QL-14 South from My Thaoh Village
(AR 835178) to Phu Nhon District HQ (AR 8689%2), Villages held by the
enexmy were located at the following areass AR 865027, Plel Tao-AR 863045,
Phu Queng-AR 870050, and Phu Nhon-AR 862997, The 24 Battalion 47th Regiment
was tasked to rove South and olear QL-14, At 161345 March Nd Company/2-47
Regiment encountered a smll enemy force at AR 855125 and exoanged sm1ll
arms firs, The eremy force was estimted to oe a platoon-sised element, but
4% menaged to pin down 3rd Company effectively, Ounships were requested
and contact was broken, The unit contimued South and on 18 March the 1st
e 3rd Corpanies of 2-{7th ran into heavy resistance from the village
¥orth of Phu Nhon, A U, S. convoy escort, attempting to resupply our units,
arrived on the scene and the commander offered the assistance of his four (4)
Dusters and cne (1) APC in disiodging the ememy, The Dusters and the APC
moved on the road and provided fire support vhile the two ARVN companies
launched another attack, The assault to the objective was made on 1line, but
the tracked vehicles moved forward faster than the ground troops, When the
objective was reached " Dusters were 100 meters in Syont of the ground
foroes, The Dusters - - s under heavy fire and one was immobilised, The
seraining foroes moved uhrough the village to the South and after consolid-
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ating their position noved back eround the village to the Enst and returned
nortiy to thuir former locatior, The Dusters hnd leveled the village where
‘the oncry resistance was hoavy later the imrmcoiilued Duster was recovered.
Vehlolc roecupply waa tound to be impnssible due to heavy
enory resistante alomg Qin1l, sc nerinl resupply was utiiized, Throughout
this poriod the nes.cged ~llles werz subjoeted tc dniiy attack by enery 82mm
moriars, 120rm rervars, B0 pechots and smll arms while U, S, helicopters
and aircraft, ehumapilng '~ provide aerial resuppiy and aviation support,
wore forced .o warderge devastating greund to air tire from enemy machine
gun positions cucireling Phu Nhon,

4. The 1st Dattalion 45:k Roriment moved to Buon Biech on 16 March
and was tv prosecd norih towardas IZ Lonoly snd Link vp with the 3vd Cavalry
Troop at 4Q 855829, Th: 3rd Cavairy leading the advancc vos ambashed north
of Tonuly. h.% continued vo advance nurth toward Phu Nhon efter breaking
contact, Tha 1445 Rogimeut, with the 3/3 Uavairy!.) sttuched, proceeded
north ‘o the vieinity er 4Q 870965, The task fore. wac under intense fire
fron n well Sorvitied enery Torce, When they nitespted to by-pass the enemy
en the austerr flank, thc task force dcg:n taking nzavy cesu:liies, After
regrouring, thc elcment rade no more assaults en 17 March while awaiting
roinforcem.ata, On 1& Marchk ths 145 Rogt end th 3/3 Cavalry ussevlted the
pusiticn agaia from the cast aide of tho rosd wkile tho newly arrived 445
advanced oa tho wes: zide of the road, 3/3 Csvulry ~eceived heevy susunlties
and heavy dermmge to muy of its APCs in these assauli’s o~ri was rendered in-
effeliv. and moved To the reor, The 1.92 F* fuiwmid observer with this

Sk ruec, 9, Riend Porrish, did un outstarding job during these assaults,

On the moraing of 20 March an extensive artillory preparation was fired on
the ensry position ord after it was corvicted, “he 1-i5th, 4=45th »nd 2/3/3
Gepolry. smnlvoied] an saselllt €0 the o) wLiys anl crorceme Jnomy rosiglance,
The soutrern feres moved north and the norcihsrn fores contiausd south until

thoy met at Phu Nhon Cistrict HQ where the enemy encirclement had been btroken,

e, Throaghwun the siege the U, S, Artillerym.n distinguished themselves
by ropeated aote of individual heroism, During ihe campaign the surrounded
elorunts of T{2d plt/1.92 FA and B/i~6C Ariy, together with C(1a% plt)/1-
F4i and 3/7. 14 FA ab Weip: Davis and C(3d plt)/1-5¢ FA et IZ ionely, expended
over 40 eriillery rouvnds, thousands of 40 Dustcr rounds and a large
amount of srm.) aras end avtomtic weapons ampmniticn ini'licting hundreds of
castwnlties amoug the aitecking enemy forces while suifering mirimm O, S,
cai~riliice, The eraryy defense was chara~ierized by heavy groud to air five,
B~40 rockiyz and sralli arms fire, Activaty recurded during the -eck included
13 asanwis oy 1100, b significant contacts, ¥ road ambushes, and 6 incidents
of grounn to air five, For their actions the artillerymen of 1st Bettallon
. 928 Mtillevy snceived the following awardst 1 Silver Star, 1 Distingulshed

Flyirg Cross, ¢ Bronze Stars with "W", 27 Army Cormendction Medals with "V©,
1 Air Medal with ™" and 1 “ombet Medic Badge, C Battery is being submitted
for an ARVN Unii Award for the period 16 to 20 March 191 and for the U, S,
Valorous Unit Citation,
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4. Corrmnicationss

6. At the timo of the attack, rndiocs were distributed as follows:
2 ea GHC-L6 ~ INO 1-92 FA
1 ea GRC~46 = MICV Tern
3 ea VRC~77 - MICV Tean
1 ea PRC-25 = Btry B, 4-60 Arty

be The following equipnent became inoperative during the carpaign:
2 ea GRC~46 - INO 1.92 FA
1 ea 30 KW Generator (destrayed) = MICV Tean
2 ea 10 KW Generntor (destroyed) = MACV Tean
1 ea 1,5 DC Generator = INO 1-92 FA

ce The U, S, poersonncl at FSB Miller were never without sufficient

sorunications, Replacement equipment was sent out within 24 hours of the
attack,

5. logistics:

8. 9%.3 tons of supplies were airlifted or trucked into C Battery's
tarcc loeaticns ot Welgt Davis, FSB Miller and IZ2 Ionely,

b, Convoys were used to take supplies to Weigt Davis and were unable
to go further South, '

¢ A1l resupply to Phu Nhon was accomplished with UH1 helicoptors,
which rnde sorties from Weigt Davis,

d, OCH-47 hook sorties were used to resupply Weigt Davis and IZ lonely,
Duo to intense ground to air fire, Phu Nhon could not be resupplied by hooks,

6. liaison/FormmrdnObaqrver-Bearss
a, Liaison Tesrs:

(1) Initially one fomr-mn LNO tean (1-CPT, 3-EM) opernted at Pim
Nhon, It hed been in position since 31 December 1970,

(2) As the nission requirements inoreased, one throe-man LNO toam

ws sent to the 47th ARVN Regirent and one three-mn LD team was sont to
the 45th Regirent,
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b, Forward Obsorver Tears:

(1) TInitinlly one FO tean was deployed with the 45th Regiront,
SP, Richard Parrish, SP, Parrish distinguished hinself while serving vith
the 45th and with the 3rd Cavalry in the southorn task forco by controlling
artillory fire, air strikes, gunanips, medivacs cnd mingrining contoct with
the bnttalion all during the num._ious assaults South of Pl Nhon, SF.
Parrish wns with the lead olerents during the conflict and 414 an outstanding
Job in kcoping eleronts imoriwd of the changing situation and his location
vhile directing accurnte nnl tircly fire against the cnerty, He wns seriously
wounded and had to be returned o the renr, For his valorous actions SP,
Richard Parrish received the Silvor Strr Medel,

(2) Alr observors were on station during daylight hours throughout
the conflict,

7. Armunitions

o, During the carpaign frorm 16 March to 21 Merch expenditures were
reported bty II Corps ns follows:

UsS, ARVN SECTOR T0TAL
105mm - 6,617+ T80% 7,397
155rm 1,280 1,052 — 2,332
175m 9 - - 99
8 inch 22 - -~ 22
Totnls 1,401 7,669 780 9,850

*These figures could not be verified by U, S, artillery persomnel,

b, Artmnition resupply wns accorplished by air using CH-47 and UH1D
helicopters, The rond South wrs cut off and convoys were umnble to reach
Phu Fhon, Service Battery convoyod to Weigt Davis and UH1D helicopters took
resupply fron there to Phu Nhon,

8, lLosses:

g, The cumlntive results for the poriod 16 March when tho attack on
Phu Nhon District cormenced until 21 March when the relief operation wos
terrdncoted are 1isted below,

" be Enery Lossest:

387 XI: (178 of these KBA)
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48 Smll arms CIA
23 Crew-served wenpons CIA
2 Radios (Chinese Cormramist Manufactured)
40 B~40 (RPG-2) Rounds CIA
" 12 82rm Mortar Rounds CIA
6. Friondly losses:

1=RFA LS., &K RIAF

KIA 0 1 45 25
WIA 5 16 101 36
MIA 0 0 0 10

d, 1-92 FA losses included 1 ea 45 Cal pistol and 1 ea M=16 rifle

vhich were lost in action by the LNO tean,

1 Incl ==~ JOMN 8, CHESBRO
e, FA
1. Diagran of corpound Corranding
]
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DIAGRAM CF PHU 1'HQI! DISTRICT '} CLi»OUiD

doutiacAisbiniail

ARG

AN

(9

~__

LEOTMDs

8 « 105 ARVH
he155n US
"D = Duster
,H.G&n;:;:crtcr
B« 1380 10 (VY 1808 end 50
A « Initial cttook
- B » Sesond cttack

1 not included in dingras)

-
¢

CONFIDENTIAL

17




4l

OOCUMENTY CONTROL DATA-RLD

wu ¢classilication al titie, bedy ol absites! and indosing tation munt he 4 whe. the sverall fepert 14 clasatirad;
1. ORIGINA TING ACTIVITY (Comparate suther) Tea. REPORT SJECURITY CLABSIHICATION
HQ DA, DAFD,  Washington, D.C. 20310 CONFIDENTIAL
1. SROUs
fi "Ry TiTLE

Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, lst Battalion,92d Artillery;
5th Battalion,l6th Artillery;Period Ending 30 April 1971 (U)

4 DRECRIPTIVE NOTES (Type of reapert and incluaive detes)

Experiences of unit °"§.‘1;led in counterimsurgency operations

8. AUTHOR(SI (Fire! nome, middie initie. ot nawme)

COs, 5th Bn 16th Artillery, lst Bn 92d Artillery

3 REFONT DATE Jo. TOTAL NO. OF PaSES 6. NO. OF REFS
January 5, 1972
8. CORTRACY ON CGRANT NO. 8. ORIGINATOR'S .ﬁo"' NYMBER(S)
» PROJECTY NO. :f ;i}.ggg
e N/A . g"t.qniip?n.v'i'ﬁ) (Any sther numbers Wha! may be aesignad
P
10. DISTRIBUTION SYATEMENTY
1. SUPBLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY
N/A DA, DAFD , Washington, D.C. 20310

18, ABSTRACY

(This page is unclassified)

DD 'V.1473

tion






