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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20310

AGDA-A (M) (7 Jun 71) FOR OT UT 704240 28 June 1971

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1970 (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

989

1. The attached report is forwarded for review and evaluation in
accordance with para 4b, AR 525-15.
[2. The information contained in this report is provided to insure
the* lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit
of future operations and may be adapted for use in developing training

a material.

G 3. Information of actions initiated as a result of your evaluation
* should be forwarded to the Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development,
ATTN: FOR OT UT within 90 days of receipt of this letter.

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

1 Incl VERNE L:'. BOWERS

Major General, ys
as -
The Adjutant (;enerll
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US Army Institute for Military Assistance
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‘ CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMRI'T OF THE ARMY
HUADQUARTERS, 1OTH CCMBAT AVIATICN BATTALION
APO 96377

DOV 1a
AVBACB=~A% 1o W0

SUBJECT: Operational Remort - Tessons Jearned, 10th Combnt Avintion
Brttalion, Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS: CSFOR=-65(R2)

SEE DISTRIPUTION

1, (C) Operations: Significant Activities
8. FHistorical Bvents

(1) During the period 1 Avgust 1970 to 31 October 1970, tve 10th
Combat Aviation Fatitelion nrovided thie majority of aviation a-sets utilized
by units in the seven southern provinces of MR 2, The major units supported
were as follows: Task Force South until 3 Cctober when support torminoted
due to its deactivation, Oth (“hite Morse) ROK Infantry Division, 23rd
Infantry Division (AR™), T Field Forces Vietnam (TFFV) ‘rtiller-, the
seven DSA of Militarv Region 2, 1€th Fngineer Prigade, "C" 75th Rangors,
and 5th Special Forces Group.

(2) On 3 Avaust, the 10+h Combat ‘viation Bottnlion augmented by
eight () V¥F I'M.1%'g and two (2) CV-/7C's from the 529 Battalion 1ifted
elements ~f the 45th Regiment, 23rd Infntry Division {ARWN) frem Pun Ia
“ang into 14 landing »ones in the vicinity of FP 197279, LA task force of
17 tP-1i"'g, eight (?) 1T-1C's, and six (6) CF-A7's insertad 11Mtroovs,
two (2) fire support tases, and 79 tons of cargo. Forward refuel and recarm
points wore estoblished at Ruon E~ Yang by the Battalion S-4. On 13
August 1970, the 192nd ‘s~avlt Heliconter Commany rcloc-ted to Phan Rang
Mr B sc from Phen Thiet. The rsrea of oncrations for te 192nd 'FC remains
subst1nti~Tly unchanged. 0On the 17tk of lupust, *-eo 155t» Ase~rult Helicopter
Comprny aided by the 2Mst ‘ssault Felicorter Compony A the 243rd Assault
Support Yeliconter Compeny staged -n aper-tion out of Fuon Ea Yang for
the 45th Rogiment, 23rd Infantry Division (*R™')., 625 troons werc inserted
into "Hanpy Valley" in the vicinity of BP 3020, Groumd force opcrationol
rosults src unkrown,

(3) Thc 9th ROK Infantry Division initiated oporation Do Kae Bi 18
on 1 September in the vicinity of BN 990 550, The 10tk Ccrmbat Aviation
B~ttalion inscrted elements of the 28th Regiment into mountgins N.W. of
Tiv Hoa, 935 troors and 114 tons of eargo were inserted from 6 P2's into
6 1.2's., Initiol simultaneous gunship prera and insertions werc madc inte

fiv £ the 17's bv task £ of H=1H's, 12 UH-1C! d seven (7)
FOR OT"in'o £, £ IR - DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
704240 CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.

Inclosure p0D DIR 5200.10



CONFIDENTIAL

VB CB-'E
SUBJECT: Oucrational Report - Tessors Tearnod, 10th Combit Aviation
B-ttalion, Period “nding 31 Octoter 1970, RCS: CSFCR (R2)

CH-47's. Gunghip rcarm und two FOL points wore estoblished by Rattalion
S-4 end functioned thrcughout the operation, After comnletion of the
troop inscrtion, spceific targeots were att-cked bv UH=1C airerceft using
2.75in fleckottr rockete and by CH=A7's dronning sling londs of fupas

from 2000 foet ‘GI, This was the first time that the Rattalion h-d
drorped fugas on cnemy caove and tunnel complexes, T-rret hits were accurate
but results we-re wrkrown., Oober-tion~) rccults included *he fo)lowing:

22 cnemy KI', 13 small nrms contured, ~nd two (2) erew s~rved weanons
cartured, Friendly forces sustoired rine (9) wovnded, B-ttalion gimships
were aceredited with five (5) 'v ¢ killed bv air, 10 VC swounded, cne 40 rm
mortar dostroyed, and tun B-A0 rockets destroyed. The 4fth ‘ss~uvlt
Feliconter Compony and 243rd ‘ssault Sunmpert Heliconter Comnony assumcd

the rrle of rosunply until the extr-oction was perforred  on 24 Senptenmber,
On 3 Seotember, the 155th “gsoult Y.lieonter Crmneny averent~3 by ten (10)
VI"'F TH-1"'s begon an inscrtion of the 45th Regiment, 23rd Irfantrr Divisior
(#RV) into the vieinity of 'PE580. The total Task Force conedsted of

18 UH-1N's, 6 1W-1C's ~nd L CH=47s. Inscrtions w-rc comnlcted into only
three lending zones of the vronosed rino landing zones duc to wentheor,
Difficultics with VIN'F airer~ft couscd by enntinued bod weather del-yed the
connlction of this oner-tion until 10 S ptember, Operations were condueted
in an ~ren west of Mha Trang when intelligence revealsé on encry buildup
in thot area. On tho 8th of Scptember, the 224 Ronger Pattalion (7RVN)
from Pleiku ~ugmentcd by "C" 75th Rangers werc inscrted inte tho mountains
west of Yhr Trong. 15 UH=1F's, six (6) 1%-1C's and two (2) CP=47's in=-
sertod 537 trrops, 22 Ronger En ("RM') 163 trocns "C" 75tk Renger (1'S),
and ~nc artillerv sunport bose, Twenty cight coembt cagonlin ween flowm
in sunnort of these troens through 17 Septenber 1970, The 9th ROV Infontry
Division Oncration Deng Bo 18, beg'n 18 Sentember in an nre~ west of Dong
Ba Thin in the vieinity of RP 7830, 4O TMMH'g, 14 TW.10's and aix CY=A7's
wvere utilized to insert 1800 treeps, thr e {3) 105 ‘rtillerr piccrs ~nd

82 tons of cargo of the 30tk Regirment roinfrread by clerents of the 29th
Regiment, The oper-tion was stap:d fron tun nickup zenes into 13 landing
zrmas.  Sinultancous gunship nrepar-ticng and trecp ins-rticns were mrde
inte five (5) of "the 1~nding z-res. Phasc TT ~f the ~p - tice bersn on

29 Sep'ember. On that date a tagh feree ~f 32 TWo1H'g, eipht () M-1Cts
and four (4) CH-47's extrrcted 1397 trenng, thran (3) ~rtillerr picecs,

and 65 tons ~f corge from three (3) pickun zenes, c-ch vith - e~p-bilitv to
recommodatc oply twe (2) ~irer~ft inte six (6) landing s2ones.  Prenaraticn
begen ten days prior te the ener-tinn to e~nstruet 'anding »enes en two
heavily wroded meunt-in tros, This was ncermnlished by the Spocial Foreces
Conpany ~nd RECON Comn-nv of the 30th Regircrt, 9th RCY Inf-n*ry Division.
They were assisted ~nd ndvised by tho Pathfinders of the 10th fLvi~tion
Brttalion. Severnl aircraft come under fire during the cneraticn, but ~nly
ane sustained hits ~nd incurred rinor A-nage. Weather w-s rargin-~l in the
afternocn and prelonged the cperaticn until sunset. Ground forces h-A
corpiled the following statistics bv the ond of the menth: ©2 cnemy KIA,
onc (1) POW copturcd, 36 srn)l arms ennturcd »nd five (5) erew served
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AVECR-’%
SUBJECT: Oper-ticnnl Roport - lessons learned, 10th Combat sviation
Battalion, Pericd "nding 31 Octcber 1970, RCS: CSFOR-45(R2)

woapons captured. Phase III, the extraction tork place rn 3 Octeber. The
155th 'ssault Helicopter Cempany iascrted the 45th Regiment of the 23rd
Infantry Divisien (ARVN) into the "Hnppy Valloy" (erordinntes BPA065) ~ren
nn 29 Septomber, The oner~tion was staged out of Brun Ea Yang and the
45th Reziment radc a scarch and clear sween nf the aren scvtheast of

Pu~n Ex Yang. Adrcroft received ground firc in two of the ten (10) T2's,
but no dramrge ~r injuries were exmericnced. Resvlts of the ocperatirqn

Were unlnown.

(4) ©On 9 Octcher, tre 155th issanlt Felieoptor Company inscrted 400
treens of the 45th Reriment, 23rd Inf-ntry Divisien ("RVYN) frem BO 075208
inte nine (9) 1onding zones nrrth-east ~f Boun Ho (ccerdinates BO 108470)
cn a scnarch ~nd cle~r migsirn, Rosults were unkmown. The JOth Corbat
fviation Brttalien (=) inscrted elerents of the 28th Rogiment, 9th ROK
Infontry Divisirn inte mruntains vest of Tuy Pon on L4 October 1970 while
surporting cper-ti~n D+ ¥nc Bi 19, " task forec of 25 "F-1¥'s, cight (8)
H-1C's, ond twm (2) CH-47's inscr‘cd 900 trrros, ene (1) 4.2 mrtar platoon
and 70 tens ~f corgo from six pickup 2rn-s inte six (4) lnndZng zcnes in
the viecinity nf CN 0444. Daily resunnly was rarfrrnad by the 43th ‘RC nnd
243 'SFC vn*il the extraction on 24 October 1970. The over-tiorn~l resvlts
ineluded 55 VO killed, 13 sm~ll Arrs erpturcd, f-uf (4) ercw sorved we~pons
enpturcd, nnd nmerrus head grancdeg and ~rtillerv reunds eonturcd.

(5) The 2f1st iso-~ult Helicenter Company stand dewm en 30 Oetobor
1970 ~nd bagsn preonrations for deactiv-ticn ~n 1/ Deecerber 1070,

(6) Tre 10th Corb-1, “vi-tinn B~ttnlinn ecntinund to sumnrt ~reas
wy fren bore stoticns with ROY airer-ft. On 25 Qctober the 281st
Lggnult Holderrtar Crmonny rrevd?o? an ~vinticn n-clenpgn of A M1V g and
2 UH-1C's tr surport tho 223th Cembrt ‘wvintien B-ttalien at fn S n for
m indefinite reri~rd, The 192nd ‘“se~ult Helic~ntor Corponr bog-n ROMing
n.prckame of 4 TFelH's ~nd 2 1H-1C's 2t Phan Thict Aadlv in summert of
*he 1st Bry 50th Inf-ntrv ('S) ~nd "C" Comnany, 75th Rarger B-ttali~n (US),
The 92nd Asennlt Helienrter Crmneny c-ntinued to sunmort the MACY
LAdvigsoxr'y Tear ~t Bac Ice with 2 I'H-1C's thrrugkrut the rencrting neriod,

(7) The 339 20D ~f D'ng B= Thin nrevided an air traffic c-ntr-)
tever operator in sunmert AfF Yaree nviatien battalion enerati-ns, ™e
alp r*rafflc erntrclTap wog vitilismad in the m=j~F ek un s he B e~ntdrl
the he~vr volume ~f adreraft. The battalicn pothfinders Aid not hees the
trelning v expericnec to 2dcourtely orntrel laroe nulber ~F alFeraft
entering the ~nrronch raticrn from enltd 1o directions,

(8) Thc 10th Crrb-t ‘vintien Battalicn fnstitutc” twe tr-inin:
meogramg during the rercrting cried.  The Battallen Pathfinders began -
three (3) phreo rro~rnt-tisn t0 e mranics eng-pod in reeviding their own
mrincter dofense. The clrsses includo nerimeter barricrs ~nd alamm
gratens, weancns fanmilinrizaticn and Genernl and Snceinl Orderse The
se~nd rregron invelved the proscnt~tien of cl-sses to the 52nd ‘rtillcry,

CONFLDENTIAL
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'VP'CR~AF,
STBJECT: Oror~tisre] Rorrrt «Lr eessgla~ricd, 10th Croriat “viaticn
Battalion, Perind Pading 31 Cetcler 1970, RCS: CSFOR-65(R2)

9th ROX Inf-ntrs Divigion., Those glagses irelvded the tecebhnimivg of
cargo 3ling insnceti~ns, c~pbilitics nnd liritatirng of Jiffereont
rigging comrenents, and A Adarrrste-tion of hew ¢~ pipg artillery picceoa,
211 holicopter sling couirment ~f 30th Regiment, 9th RCK Infrewtryr Division
vwas inspceted inenjunction with the elnsses,

(9) The enc centinurusly made his mrasenec €21t ir the J10th
Combat ‘vi~ti~n B-ttnlirn's arca ~f ~noratien, During tYe ronepting nerird,
28 airer~ft werc hit by cnemv fira, fiftcen (15) wer. hit b+ gnall ~rms,
nine (9) bt nsntirirer~-ft woarcns and five (5) were hit b~ e~rbination of
sml] arties on® entinirer-ft weancne, 42 other Beattalirn ~direv~ft wore
shet 2t but AiAd not sust~in hitse The sare intensity of chnere fire is
exnected t~ continue, The S$=2 sectinn pr-ontod 28-seceret clearances to
mergennc) in the battalion and 62 ners-nrel reeediverd scerct clerranec
vnlidati~ns during this rorverting ncriecd,

b, (U) Chonges in Thmit Missien: There werc ne ch~npes in the rission
of tho 10th Corbat ‘vintion Battnlion Auring the reperting neried,

c. (V) Orgonizeticnal Chanpes: The 363r8 'vn Dot (Div) was ~tioched
to Togk orce S~ut™ when the 192nd V°C corrleted ite reve to Than Rone on
15 “wugust 1970. Tho 183rd Ttility “irpl-rc Comrmnny was assignalte the 10th
Combnt Avintion Battalion cffective 15 Cet-ber 1970, ' ~rg~riz-ticnal
infarm-~tion sheet is att-ched ng Inclosurs 1,

d, (1) Kcr Pergenrcl Choneos:

(1) Op 1 ‘ngust 1970, 1~jer ‘ribhur R. Griffin, 77, 246-44-7127
agsured dutics ns tho Brttalicn S-=3 from ¥ajer Rafne D, Toster, Inf,
220-50-7563,

(2) ©On 1 ‘upust 1970, Cantain C-r) J, S~reic, “C. 307- £0-4390,
nssurcd the Avties of the ‘wi-ticr Medienl COfficer fr-~r Cinvtain Stiles T,
Jewott, Jr, 1°C, 355-34-0049,

(3) On 13 ‘weust 1970, Cnnt in *rmnld C, Stower, C7, 577-24-4250
nsswricd the Auties of B-t#slirn Charl~in from Cartain Juen 8, Pl~reez, CF,

316’ 58'1:.666.

(4) On 14 Awpvst 1970, Cptair EAward §, Gulcescrian, CE, 3°8w
42-5143, ~ssuncrd the duties of the B~ttalion &= fr-or C-ntain Lerry R.
Maddox, Inf, 402-6/-2718,

(5) On 20 ‘wpust 1970, Yojor Redner D, lester, Inf, 220-50-7553,
assumed crmrand of the 92nd “ssault MNelierrter Comprny fren I'nj e B-bhy C,
Moore, Inf, 435-/4-3,70.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
AVR'CR~'Z

SURJECT: Onecrationnl Report - lessens Lcnrncﬂ, 10th Crrmbat Avintion
B-ttnlion Pericd Fnding 31 October 1970, RCS: CSFOB-65(R2)

(6) On 4 Septerbor 1970, 1Lt Ronald D, Armit-ge, M7, 06R.;0-G088,
assuncd dutics of Battalion -2 from Captain Sentt C, Vavorly, Jr., Inf,
536-38-6010,

(7) On 10 Sentcmber 1970, Cantnin Arneld C, Stover, CY, 577-24-4250
vng riedevaced Aue te ro-ncecurring back injuries ard the rosition of
Batt~lion Ch~nlain wms voennt,

(8) On 25 Soptomber 1970, 1Lt Willian P, Murphy, Inf, 451-£4-3505,
asswred coermand of the Prthfinder Det~chrent from W01 Robert B, Davids~r, V7,
046=30=2712,

-(9) ©On 1 Octrber 1970, Captnin Thomas L, George, CH, 259-26-0118,
ngsurod duties ns Battalion Cha-lain and filled the vae~ney Jeft by Crntain
‘rnrl? C, Stover, CH, 577-24-/250,

(10) On 1 October 1970, CW2 Donnld I, Bole, 'GC, 008-20-5860,
assuncd the duties of Enttnlion Perscmnel Officer fren CW2 Janes L. Pe-rd,
“GC, 458-58-2657,

(11) On 12 October 1970, Cantain Foltr D, May, F', 293-30..7370
agsurcrl the cdutics of Battaliem Se-4 from C-ptain ‘ndrew M, Morkel, Ord,
290-40-9889,

(12) On 16 Octcber 1970, M~jor "H1lis R, Punting, F/., 221-24-0004,
assuned comnond of the 48th Assault Velie~-ter Co, frem M~jed Phili- T. Courts,
Inf, 541=40=6298 whn wrs wounded ~n 13 Octcber 1970,

(13) On 17 October 1970, M~jor Bulus E. Evnns, F., /20-§8-4651,
assuned crmmand of the 243rd Assault Suppert Helicorter Cornany fron
Maj~r Don-~1@ W, Rock, F., 394-28~5127,

ce Unit Strorpth

Jauthorized and »resent for duty: eivilinn nd rilit-rv strongth as
of 31 October 1970 is 1listed balow,

OFF Wo o TOTAY
MILIT'RY ~UTH/%SGD SUTH/L.SGD AUTH/*SGD gn'rﬂéfscg
MG, 10th C:B 20/27 3/6 25/105 108/138
130th Me Det 1 /0 0/0 7/10 8/10
4Rth 'MC 19/16 51/41 218/18, 208/2:11
286th YMcd Det 1/0 0/0 7/% 8/%
o2rd “FC 19/1# 51/44 218/18/, 208/2/.4
155th AVC 19/19 51/48 218/215 208 /272
fth Mod Dot 1A 0/0 n/e 2/9
183r7 R'C 32/26 2/7 £9/87 123/120
102nA ‘HC 19/17 51/46 212/185 288 /2,0
198th ¢ Dot 1/1 0/0 /8 8/9
243rd .87C 15/11 26/17 207/205 268/233
28]st UG 10/a5 51/ 218/26)_. 288/215
TOTAL 166/171 - 286/249 1971/1758

s CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

LVBICr=tE
SURJECT: Operationnl Remort - lesanng Jearre?, 10th Corbat Aviation
Batt-1irn, Period FEo ing 31 Cetobor 1°7O NCS: CSFOR-45(R2)

CIVILI/N
D.C Vg anD FLT COI'TR"CTOR

L4 L 1T1/86D —_UTH/"SGD .4'4?1‘;“/4‘-.89.13.--.‘!-.‘".P.”é’ﬁ.c'll_.-,
HHC, 10*h CAP 0/0 g/’ 0/o o/o

48th LHC 1/0 9/9 0/0 10/0

921 AMC 0/0 0/0 0/0 22

155th LC o/ 14/13 0/0 0/0

183rd RAC 0/0 1/0 0/0 0/0

1924 AMC 0/0 - 0/0 0/0 0/0

243r” LS C o/o szjs o/c oéc»

Mlst ¢ ..o 3 ..o . ..o ..
TCIAL 1/0 23/11 0/0 12/71

Therae were n~ Technienl Represert-tives working fer Pattolicr at the ond of
the reportirgs rerind,

fo Mreraft Status s of 31 Octoter 1970,

0=1G V=61, UH-1C Or=582 UHal¥  CHe47A
INIT ___ . -, AUTE/ASGD rr"/ .SGD AUTE/; 55D TR/ LSGD A "w x 5D ALTH/ASGD
HHC, 10th C/2 0/o 0/0 /) 578
48th AHC 0/0 0/0 &/7 0/0 29/')1 0/0
924 AMC 0/0 0/0 8/ 0/c 22/21 0/0
155th A3C 0/0 0/0 9/6 0/0 22/20 0/0
183r* RAC 24/23 1/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0
192d A¥C 0/0 0/0 /7 o/o 22/70 o/
243 LSMC o;o o,;o o;o 249 o;n 16}?‘6
AT N1 7 | R, 1At NS -1 ¢ AUGEIOE <) | | 22L08.. . . BB ..
TOTLL 2/ /23 1/0 40/33 5/5  RIVAIC I TYAI Y

g. Oreratirnnl St-tistice.

e v oo emmemer oI, ASEN 924 _55th | (183r 1971 243rt  A0Lst
Sorties F1-wm 380 23,207 15,248 17,380 4,390 6,827 7,41/ 13,057
Hours Flovm 190 6,001 6,100  5.836 4437 4,78 2.045 5.3%
Troops Liftaod 0 27 o7 22,510 27,706 0 16,1/8 15,320 12,041
Carge Liftc? 0 1,395 513 305 o 335 2356 14

Eneny KRA(Sus~/Confircd) 0/0 0/7  9/11  ofc  o/o  ofs oo ofr

S~npons (Dest/Drraze) o/o o/c  ofo 0/0 o/r o/c o/c o/

Structurcs(Dost/Domnped) o/c 0,0 8/7 o/0 ¢/0 c/71 ofo  o/o
0 0

Mreraft lost Al 0 1 0 0 0

Mrerft Dornged (‘ 4 2 @ 2 0 0 1

sdreraft Rocovered . ____ .. 0. ..._C0_ .. .8 .....0 . ...0._...0...20__...2
CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBACB-AE
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS: CSFOR-65 (R2)

2. (U) Lessons Learned: Commander's Observations, Evaluations, and
Recommendations.

a. (U) Personnel. None
b. (C) Intelligence.
(1) Observations:

(a) The enemy continues to employ his forces in small unit
operations in the 10th Combat Aviation Battalion's Area of Operations.
Many of the offenses are directed against the Vietnamization and Pacification
Programs.

(b) Capabilities: The enemy is capable of using small units
to employ and direct sapper attacks and indirect fire against allied installa-
tions in the Dong Ba Thin and Cam Ranh Bay Area.

(c) Tactics: The enemy continues to launch his attacks
during periods of low illumination, and particularly during poor weather.
It is believed that the enemy uses highway QL-1 as a supply route to
transport materiel to enemy locations in the Dong Bo Woods (coordinates
CP0045) and the Ba Cum Secret Zone (coordinates BP 7630).

(2) Evaluation:

The enemy has the ability to move undetected throughout the
area and possesses the ability to successfully attack allied installations
with both indirect fire and sapper attacks. However, the enemy will be
extremely limited in his efforts if we remain aggressive and alert in our
actions.

(3) Recommendations:

The 10th Combat Aviation Battalion units must constantly
improve and modify their defense posture in order to offset enemy plans.
Variations may include the use of sentry dogs, sensors, radar, searchlights,
changes in perimeter fences, H&I fire, visual reconnaissance, and interior
patrols.

(4) Command Action:

During the last quarterly reporting period, numerous im-
provements have been made in the battalion defenses. Sentry dogs are
now being used on the perimeters. A search light team utilizing a 23"
diameter searchlight mounted on a % ton vehicle is being employed. Eight
duffle bag sensors have been approved and technical assistance will be
received in their employment. H&I fire is employed each night with M-79

fire and a UH-1H helicopter equipped with a xenon searchlight, Infrared

7
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detection devices and a door mounted minigun is vsed to provide airborne
surveillance during periods of darkness in the Dong Ba Thin area. Ul-I1C
gunships are on a two minute standby and provide fire on call to augment
perimeter defense.

c. (C) Operations:
(1) (a) Observations:

Due to the language barriers between allied nations, valuable
time is often lost during the execution of combat assaults and normal re-
supply missions. Lack of effective communications results in per sonnel
and supplies being transported to erroneous locations.,

(b) Evaluations:

During this reporting period, a requirement was imposed to
have an English speaking observer aboard resupply aircraft and all flight
leads on combat assaults. With an observer on board, tactical ground
units can be located and resupply effected in a transitory situation.
Previously such units wasted valuable time waiting at specified locations
or missed resupply altogether.

(c) Recommendations:

That coordination between the aviation unit and the ground unit
be made so that an English speaking observer can be aboard each resupply
aircraft and each flight lead aircraft. The observer will be able to
pinpoint the desired landing zone and identify colors of smoke thrown by
ground units.

(d) Command Action:

Supported unit Liaison Officers have been directed to provide
English speaking individuals for all resupply aircraft and for flight
leads on all combat assaults.

(2) (a) Observations:

CH-47 aircraft have been employed to drop sling loads of fougasse
against point targets, such as tunnel complexes and cave emplacements.

(b) Evaluations:

(1) CH-47 aircraft are lucrative targets as they fly
directly over fortified enemy complexes to drop the sling loads of fougasse.
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(2) These demolitions are not fuzed and must be ignited
with tracer fire or with incendiary grenades dropped from a chase air-
craft.

(3) The chase aircraft must fly low level to effectively
ignite the fougasse.

(4) Aviators on low level chase aircraft have difficulty
in locating exact fougasse drop zones in heavy wooded areas and hilly terrain.
Additional aircraft exposure time is necessary to locate the dropped
demolitions.

(5) CH-47 aircraft have no sighting devices for dropping
napalm on point targets and attacking fortified gun emplacements.

(c) Recommendations:

CH-47 should not be utilized to attack targets such as
well defended tunnel complexes and caves with fougasse. This type mission
is normally assigned to USAF tactical aircraft. U.S. Army personnel are
not trained and equipment is not designed to execute this type mission.

(d) Command action:

Coordination has been made with higher headquarters to
employ CH-47 aircraft to drop fougasse in only the most closely controlled
conditions against undefended areas or in tactical emergencies.

fo logistics: Me

g Commmmications: Nene
h, Material: None

i. Others None

i

.4/////()&/ %

1 Incl JACK A. WAIKER
as LTC, Inf
Cormanding
DISTRIBUTION:
2 - CINCUSLRPA
2 - CG, USLRV

2 - CG, 1st Avn Bdc
10 - CO, 17th Avn Gp (Cbt)
1 -PMle
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AVBACB-SC (13 Nov 70) 1et Ind
SURJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, Headquarters, 10th
Combat Aviation Group, Period Ending 31 October 1970.

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 17TH COMBAT AVIATION GROUP, APO 96316 23 October 1970

TO: Department of the Army (ACSFOR, DA), Washington, D.C. 20310
Commanding General, I Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

(U) This headquarters has reviewed the attached report, considers
1t adequate and concurs with the contents.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OBERT T. BUISSON
1LT, FA
Asst Adjutant

/l Robert T. Buisson
t

CF:
CO, 10th CAB

P 3
LIDI
CPT,

Asst 3-3
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AVFA-GC-HIST (16 Dec 70) 2nd Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Battalion
(Combat), Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

DA, Headquarters, 1 Field Force Vietnam, APO 96350

T0: Commanding General, lst Aviation Brigade, APO 96384

This headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operational Report-
Lessons Learned and forwarding indorsement and concurs.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

ILT, AGC
dsst AC

cr:
1 - CO, 17th AVN GP (C), (LESS ORLL)
1 - CO, 10th AVN BN (C), (LESS ORLL)
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AVBAGC (16 Dec 70) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operatiomal Ruport-Lessons Learned, 10th Aviation Hattalion (Combat),
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS, CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

LA, Headquarters, lst Aviation brigade, APO 96384 27 JAN 971

TO: Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTNs AVHGS-UST, APO 96375

(U) This Headguarters has reviewed the Operational Roport-Lessons Learned for
Period Ending 31 October 1970 and concurs,

i ¢ el

1LT, AGC
Asst AG

FORt THE COMMANDERS
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AVHDO-DO (13 Nov 70) Uth Ind /6
SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned, 10th Combat Aviation
Battalion, Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS: CSFOR-65(R2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 §MAR 1971

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This Headquarters has reviewved the Operational Report-lLessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1970 from Headquarters, 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion and concurs with comments of indorsing head-
quarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

a2

‘h W. Stevens Jr.
Captan  AGC
Assistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
lst Avn Bde
10th CAB



GPOP-DT (13 Nov 70) 5th Ind (U)

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned of HQ, 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion, for Period Ending 31 October 1970,
RCS CSFOR=-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 $4 MAR '371

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

\

\
L.M. OLAKI — -

CPT, AGC
Asst A
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ORGATTIZATIONAL IVFORLATIOILL SHTT

UNIT LOCATION APO
HQ, 10TH CAB Dong B3a Thin, RV 96377
HQ & HQ €0, 10TH C/.B Dong Ba Thin, RVI 96377
130TH MED DET O/A Donp Ba Thin, RV 96377
33974 AW DET(DIR) Dong Ba Thin, RV 96377
LBTH ASSAILT HILICOPTER CO dinh Hoa, RV 962}
286TH MED DT 0/:. Ninh loa, TiVI 96240
92D ASSAULT WELICOPTER CO Dong 7a Thin, RV 96377
155TH £.SSAULT HELICOPTER CO Jan Me Thuot, RV.I 96297
8TH MED DRT 0/: Ban Me Thuot, V! 96297
183RD UTILITY “IRPLANE CO Nonz Ba Thin, RV 96377
192D ASSAULT HELICOPTZER CO Phan Rang, RVI 96321
198TH *MED DET Phan Ranc, RV 96321
2L3RD ASSAULT SUPPORT

HELICOPTZR €O Nong Ba Thin, RV 96377
281ST 4S3/ULT HELICOPTER CO ‘lha Trang, RV 62040

Incl l
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