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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT COF THE ARNY
HEADQUARTERS 173D AYRERNE BRIGADE
APCG San Francisco 96250

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 Novembor 1970

SUBJECT: Operation~l Report-lessons Tearned, 173d Airborne Brigade, Period
Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOQ - 65 (R 2)

Aesigstant Chief of Staff for Force Developrient
Departnent of the Avtumy
Washington D.C. 20310

1, (C) rperations: Significcnt Lctivities

a, On 1 Septenber 1970 the Brigade entered Phasze V of Operation Wash-
ington Green, continuing to support the Vietn:mization Progrom by upgreding
Torritorial Forces (RF/PF) and directly supporting the GVR Pacification
Program, In cdditien, Washington Green V accelerttes the progrom of destruc-
tion of the Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) in coordin:ztion with cnti-VCI op-
exr tions being conducted throughout Binh Dinh Provinece by the GVII, Priority
h:.s becn given to the destruction of the VCY. This is ceccomplished in
cocrdinction with GVil forces by quick reaction to intelligonce ond inform-tion
provided by Hoi Chanhs. Commanders employ o "hard socl" cordon of US ond
GVi! forces around 1 hamlot conplex and then enter and seize knowm VCI rosi-
conts. Maxirmm use of Psyvar nedi: ond prisoncr interrogotion toans is m-do.
Tho Brigodo has also continuod to refinc and implenoni coatingeney plons to
dony tho enoryy his objoctives whilo simultoncously inflicting maxirmn onouy
casualiies ~nd oxploiting lucrativo airstriko t-rgots.

b, Significant Oporations:

(1) During August, 2-503 conductod Reconnaissance operctions in the upper
An lao Volloy, tho noriphery of the Tigor Mountrins in tho vieinity of Lo Dicu
Boach, cnd continued the L7 Inglish - Bong Son Bridge - Phu Cu P-3s sceurity
nission, Tho 1-503 clso provided socurity for the cloctions in conjuiction
vith RF/FF units,

() On 12 August, ono platoon of D Conpuny 3-503 and one RF platoon,
acting on information frou a Hol Chanh, conductod & socorch oporation in the
Niu Ho Du area, This oporation wcs undor thu control of the RF platoon lo:dor.
As a rosult, a snall arms and ammunition ciche w:-s copturod at BR305934.

(3) Contacts had boon genorally liidited to small uaits, but on 28 Aug,
roconiaissanco by the 3-503 disclosed 180 VC ~nd NVA noar thc iouth of tho
Soui Ca Valloy in tho vieinity of grid BR839717. At the same location, re=

i
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 197G
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Leained, 173d Airborne Brigade,
Period Ernding 31 October 1970, KCS CSFOR - 65 (R2)

connaissance elements of the 3-503 ambushed an estimated 50 to 60 VC/NVA.
Results from this were 12 VC/NVA killed and 1 POW taken., It was later deter-
mined that the ambushed unit was the Phu My C-4 District Force.

(4) On 29 August, 3-503 captured documents which identified several units
of the 2nd NVA Division.

(5) On 6 September, the 2-503 emphasized blocking force operations in the
vicinity of the Monster Mountains. These operaticns supported the Land Clear-
ing effort and included the 4-503 and the 40th ARVN Regiment.

(6) As part of the Brigade's continuing effort to turn over bridges to
GVN forces, the 2-503 Inf terminated its security mission at the Bong Son
Bridge on 30 September. Hoal Nhon District Forces assumed responsibility for
the security of this new major bridge on QL 1.

(7) During September, the 3-503 Inf continued combined operations with
PF and RF units to deny the VC/NVA vitally needed rice during the harvest
period. Also in order to upgrade Territorial Forces, the 3-503 Inf continued
its PF training program.

(8) During the first part of October, the 3-503 continued combined op-
erations with RF and PF units to deny the enemy rice during the rice harvest.
After the harvest, these were temporarily terminated although further combined
operations are to be conducted during November, because of the rice harvest,
the PF training program was halted, but it will be reactivated during Novem-
ber.

(9) On 5 October the 320 and 447 RF Companies engaged an estimated NVA
company in which 20 NVA were killed and a variety of equipment was captured,
including 1 pound of documents. The document readout revealed that the NVA
were from the C2 Company of the lst Battalion, 2nd NVA regiment.

¢. Breakdown of casualties:

The critical figures for the period of 1 August to 31 October 1970
are as follows:

US TROOPS: August September October Totals
KIA 6 25 7 38
WIA 84 125 48 257
MIA 0 0 0 0

ENEMY TROOPS  August September October Totals

KIA 90 105 75 270
CIA 6 8 9 23
DETAINEES 211 177 118 506
SM ARMS 94 68 30 192
CREW SERVED 5 2 7 14
Incl 1

2
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AVBE-~SC/MHD CONFIDENTIAL 15 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-leasons Lesrned, 173d Airborne Brigade,
Period Eading 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR - 65 (RR)

d, Pnemy: During August, it was noted that the enemy was continuing
to operste in small units and avoiding contact as much as possible, Fow-
ever, during September the enemy began to initlate contact when he tclieved
the advantage was in his favor, In October, the 3-503 reported that with
the advont of the monsoon rains enemy activity had declined sharply, In
fact, from 24 October to 31 October the 3-503 had no enemy contact whatso=
ever, The enemy appears to have limited nls movement and operations to the
low ground and populated areas, He is quite possi®ly relocating in hia
mountain sanctuarias for the monsoon sezson, Thers is however, evidence
which indicates that small numbers of VC/NVA continue to enter and some-
times remain in hamlets undetooted or unreported by GVi! forces, Knowm
ehary wnits operating within the Brigade's AO during the period of 1 August
to 31 October 1970, wore located as follows on 31 October 1970:

uwir - Est locetion Est. strongth
1st Bn 2nd NVA Regt BR880850 130

2nd Bn 2nd NMVA Regt BR785635 200

3rd Bn 2nd MVA Regt BR820810 200
5th Bn 2nd NVA Regt BR84L0GES 200
8th Bn 22nd NVA Regt BS899124 200
300th Arty Bn BR870734 40

90th Sapper Bn UNKNOWRY UNKNOWN
400th Sapper Bn BR8,5625 160
200th Anti-Aircraft Bn UITKNOWN UNKNCWN
D40 Sapper Co BS9009 i

€1 Co BsS8313 40

C? Co BR958977 60

Phu My Local Force Bn BR9470 120
Foei Nhon (D) Force UHKNOWE UNKNOWN
Hdoai An Force BR&48858 60

e, Combat Support:

(1) The 3=319th Field Artillery Headquarters remcined at LZ inglish
for the reporting poriod. Rattery A continued to occupy F3B Peggy (DR=-
9170) end is 4n direct support of 1-503 and 3-~503, Battery B displaced
from FSB Kelly (BS8004) and’ joined with tho two gun raid at FSB Salem
(BR9380) on 3 October and is in direct support of 1+503 #nd 3-503, Bat~
tory C continued to oceupy FSB Two Bits (BR8495) with priority of fires
to 3-503, Battery D continued to occupy FSB Shamrock (BS8412) with
priority of fires to 2-503 ond 4-503, A two gun reid from Battery D
romainod at FSB Tape (BS7413) with priority of fires to 2-503d Infantry,

(2) Tactical Air Support: (a) Brigade Torward Air Controllers
flew a total of 790.1 hours in support of op:retions during the reporting
pcriod.

(b) Air Support Missions:

Type of Mission Sorties
Preplanned FAC Airstrikas 113
Irmedinte FAC Adrstrikes 105

3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/MID 15 November 1970
SUBJFCT: Operationa). Report-Lesscus Learned, 173d Airborne Brigade,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR ~ 65 (R2)

Proplanned Combat Sky Spot 3

Imedicte Combat Sky Spot "

Spooky or Sh dow (AC~119) Missions 3/
Total 276
In rosponse to guidance from CQIUMACV, thls Rrig-de hes initleted a
progran to enphasize custerity in the employnsnt of combat asse®s, Fore-
nost hes beon a reduction in the use of USLF eircraft on targets whore
the effectiveness of resources expunded cannot be measured, Now a de-
tciled target reconnaissance is conducted prior to ecch preplanned air
strike, Following the strike, a ground or aerial bomb damage ossessment
(BDA) is ccnducted,

(3) The Brigade received no naval gunfire support during the ro-
porting poriod, The Naval Gunfire Liailson Team wes withdrawn from the
Brigrde in late August due to infrequent availability of US Novy ware
ships for ground support nissions, When US Naval warships are recuired,
an ANGLICO tean will be made available,

f, Combot Service Support: (1) The 173d Engineer Conpony continucs
to provide coubat engineer support to Brigade nanuever bottalions -nd
attacred units, Soveral fire supnort/surveillance bsoses were constructod
c8 well as 2asscrted base canp, base defense, road reopeir nnd civie nction
projocts,

() Radio Rusorreh Unit Support: The 404th RRU, loc:ted at I3
Englsih, provides gpot reworts »nd intelligonce recdouts to the Nrigcde
S2, These reports cnd readouts are compared with the othor intolligence
gothoring so.wces cnd then inoorporated into operatisnnl planning, Tho
physical locotion of the unit ond ¢lose licison have permitted tinely
reaction by fire support and nanuever forces in response to the intel~-
ligence inforration provided.

(3) The 51st Chemical Detachment continued to provide the Rrigede
with mission-related support. A breakiown follows:

(a) Airborne Personnel Detection: 72 missions were flown Tor a
total of 83 hours,

(b) Herbicide spray missions: There were no such missions flown
during this reporting period,

(c) Insecticide spray missions: There wers no such missions flown
dura.g this reporting period,

(@) Riot control agent: A total of 107 E~158 tactical CS cannister
clusters were uged against lmown and suspected enemy positions,

(8) Incendiary fougassee drum drope: A totel of 228 missions were
flown to drop 3648 diums of thickened end unthickened fuel,

(4) Veather Support: Since no weather detachment is located in A0
lee, weather information is primarily obteined from Detnchment 31,
5th Weather Squadron at An Xhe, Such information is sometimes obtained
fron Detachment 23, 30th Wenther Squadron at Phu Cat AB, During the
molisoon ssason, the effects of weather cre most prominent because radio
rolay stations and fire suprort bases are often "westhered in" due to

poer visibility, 4 CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/AHD 15 Hovember 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons loarned, 173d Airborne Brigede,
! Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR (R2)

2, (C) Lesaons learnod: Commander's Ctscrvations, Evaluations, .nd
Recommendations,

a. Personnels Exporienced Small Unit Leaders,

(1) Observation: There exists an inedequate muber of cxperienced
snall unit loaders due to casualties and the short 12 month RVN tour,

(2) Eveluation: Although thore is on adequate supply of NCOC trcined
personnel, the numbor of experiencod sm:ll unit leaders is critically law,
Thore still remnins o period after arrival in RVN when the NCOC gains
coibat expericiuce, This 18 a most critical period. In small unit opor-
ctions (especially teau and squad sizo) the elemont leader is crucinl to
successful completion of the unitl!s wission., In jungle warfare suall
unit oporations are quite often the most practical, In this env:ronnent
the squad or team leader rust havo & wide end thorough knovledge of his
clouent'!s purpose, capabilities, and members,

(3) Recommendation: Each now morbor rmst bo cross~trained in nll
the vital functions of his unit clencnt in order to i1l {ho position
of leador, if nocessary, and guin londership cxperience,

b. Intelligence: iono,
¢, Oporations:
(1) Utiligatica ¢t Smnrll Units,

(a) Cbsorvation: ifter » terrain study of an area which was in close
proxinity to enemy astaginy areas, a six mon Hunter-Killer (HAWK) tean from
the 1-503d Tnfantry was inserted by APC!s to interdiet the crea, The tean
uas undetectod and on the socond day, it killed ¢ Viet Crng cormuaication
Haison chiof, In the third day, it soverely wounded cnother VC and killed
an WA, A platoon of the 1-.503d wrs ins-rted as a reaction force and the
next morning, it wounded and coptured 2 VC courier., The initial rocomicis-
sance iean wms oxtracted by air on the same ship thnt inserted & new tean.
The platoon wes extrocted cnd the recon tecm cor inued reconn~isscrice of
the eree, The next izorning, it killed nnother VC courier,

(b) Eveluction: There were severcl reasons {or the shove mentioned
successes: 1, The aroca had not recontly been petrolled by friendly trocps;
2, Due to dense foliage, the tecm uas well protected from observations; 3.
Tho first insertion wes undetected; 4. The platoon bioke into six (6) nen
toans ard intordicted other trails; 5. When the team and pl-toon were ox-
tracted, tho insertion of a fresh stay-behind recomnmnisscnce term ucs un-
dotoctod,

(¢) Recomwondation: Tean~size opcroticns sheuld becoue noro axtei-
sively used in jungle terrain, Lrrge platocn size operations seldor result
in ¥ills, Tn small and hard to dotect toams, Averican forces c~n hide
~nd disrupt VC teans and capture singlo man couriors,

5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/iHD 15 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report~Lessons Learned, 173d Airborne Brigade,
Period Endiiug 31 October 1970, RCS GSFOR - 65 (R2)

(2) Searching Enemy Base Campe,

(a) Observation: 'hile sweeping a base camp bunker complex, two US
soldiers wore wounded vhen they received fire from a bunker which, supposedly,
had already been cleared,

(b) Evaluation: Cursory checks of enemy base camps are unacceptable,
The enemy continually uses fake walls and floors in bunkers as well as
camouflaged spider holes adjacent to the bunkers,

(¢) Recommendation: Buners must be carefully entered and probed in
order o properly clear them, Extreme caution must always be used vhen
oper:iing in recently occupied enexy base camps,

(3) Utilization of Armored Cavalry.

(a) Observation: A reconnaissance tesm became heavily engaged with a
nuerically superior enemy force after dark, An armored cavalry platoonm,
located four (4) kilometers away, was dispetched to relieve them, The route
was across low rolling terrain with small hedgerows and streamlines, After
one hour, less than one~third (1/3) of the distance had been covered and an
airmobile relief force was committed to relim\e\ the reco naissance tean,

(b) Evaluation: Cross-couniry navigation by tracked vehicles, even
under good conditions of visibility, is a tedious and time~-consuming process.
Under poor visibility it is an exercise in futility.

(¢) Recommendation: When it is necessary to move tracked vehicles across
the tervain rapidly, tho cavalry unit comender should be provided with a
heligopter to condust route recoincissance and to assist in directing the
vehicles around major obstacles, Under conditions of poor visibility, other
means of roaction must be considered or extended reaction tims must Le ac~
cepted,

(4) Cave Operations,

(@) (baervetion: Viet Cong ond local. force gueri’las use numerous
caves Cor base camps, 3ome of these caves cre so complev that, once found,
they can nover be searched complotely,

(b) Evaluation: JTn order for such caves to be properly cleared, a
cordon of the area should be made, Then, fougasse (thickened fuel) or some
other incondiary should be dropped at the mouth of the cave in order to
clear awvay the brush, A Mighty Mite could be employed with CS, but recent
opornilions vithin the Brigade have shown thect the Mighty i'ite is not very
effective when the cave complex descends more than twenty (20) feot, If
2 cave 18 quite deep, thickened fuel can be poured into it by hand, After
allowing the fue) to burn, smoke should be thrown into the cave prior to
troops entering, to reduce the anemy's visibility,

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report~lessons Learned, 173d Alrborne Brigade,
Period finding 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR - 65 (RR)

(¢) Recom:endation: Cave-clearing operations must not be done in
haste. Proper detailed planning, orgsnization and equipien’, must be ut-
il4zed for successful results,

(5) Employment of Snipers.

(e) Observation: Units within the Brigade have been employing snipers
in pairs in order to achieve first round hits, The snipers engage the same
target simultoneously then shift to the next target, On two occasions, this
nothod has resulted in multiple hits,

(b) Evaluation: Snipers employed in pairs greatly increasc the chances
of maling a first round hit, even at extendied ranges. Also, it allows one
sniper to sleep vhile the other is awake duvring hours of darkness,

(e¢) Recommendation: Snipers should be employed in pairs whenover the
situation permits,

() Use of Scout Dogs.

(2) Obscrvotion: During Scptember, the 2~503d Infontry used nine-
toen Scout Dog Meams, Thig wes generally done in areas wul ch were sug-
pected to contain many booby treps, ‘

(b) Evaluation: As s result of booby trap incidents, three handlers
vere wounded whilo two dogs were killed and a third dog was wounded, Mo
members of 2-503d Infentry wore wounded, The utilization of Scout Dogs
inproves both tho morale of the men and the probability of detecting booby
trang before they are tripped. When the dogs fail to elert it is bettier
to losc a dog than a human 1ife, although the loss is still feli.

(¢) Recomrendation: The training and utili-ation of Scout Dog Tecms
Cor booby trap detecction should be continued end, if at 11 possible, in~
erecsed,

(7) Enemy Contact.

(~) Observation: At approximately 1900 hours on 13 September 1970,
a nlatoon from the 3-503d Tnfaniry came under heavy small arms, gronade
end automatie rifle fire, The VC/NVA initiated the contoct when tho
platom!'s point man was only about five mcters from the enemy. As a
rosult, two US soldiers wore kdlled and three more were wounded,

(b) ivaluation: Obviously, the point m'n was neither very obsorvint

nor alert, Tt wes quite possible that he wns overconfidont since he hed
been through the samo area just a short timo before.

7.
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SC/MHD 15 November 1970
SUBJECTt Operntional Raport~lesscns lecrned, 173d Airborne Rrigide,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R2)

(c) Recommendution: Tho point men, as well as everone olse, must bo
constantly on the alert for the unevpccted, The VC/NVA know thet the
Americen soldier is often prone to'returnon his original route of depor-
ture because it is usually easier and faster., Units, varticulerly small
ones, should nover return along ~ previously trawveled route.

(8) Contact of Flements,

(e) Observetion: In & night combat operation, an olement left their
Firo Support Base, Whon it was approximately one~half of the way to its
destination, the elemcnt leador made a chock of his unit, His tail oquad
had been scparated from the rest of the eloment,

(b) Evolusztion: The olement had not properly organized for night
noveucnt, Therc were no orergency stepas planned in case individurls of
tho olement became separatod from the main body, Also, what-to-do in
ccse of radio cquipent feilure was not covered.

(¢) Recommendations: Altornate plans must be made prior to an actual
omergeney to include rally points, ambushcs and dry laagers. Theso plens
should also inelude distress signals in cvent of radio failure, 7Tt should
clso be clearly undorstood thet each person is responsible for contact with
the individual to his rear in night operations, Precisc and plonied pro-
oodures rust be understood by all whencver contnct is troken,

(9) Evacurting Base Camps,

() Observation: Because of recent rcins end subsequant flooding,
nony of the RF/PF wore forced to leuve sonio of their bosc cemps, As
tho poople were preparing to be lifted out by helicopter, sousd and tean
loadors were dirccted to check the entire conpound tc insure that all
ordance hnd beon rocovered, When the last lift wes picked up it was |
noticed that much cquipnunt ~nd armunition (of value to the enomy) had
baen left by the RF. In order to remedy this siturtion, = patrol hod to
be sent by bont across vury dengerous flood vaters to rotrievs this oquip-
fient,

(b) Evaluation: Due to the urgoncy of the situation, some very in~
portaat oquiment wes left behind - equipuent which could have possidbly
besn ugod by the eneny had it not boen discovered by friendly forcos,

(c) Recommendetion: Bvacwation of beose cemps, whether under chierg:sncy
or normnl conditions, rust include a thorough search of the area to insure
taat nothing is left behind for use by tho oencry,

(10) Scourity for Land Clesring Operations,
(a) Observaotion: Providing security (or Rome Plows during lond

cloaring operations requiros viore than one techniquo or nethod, dopending
on tho eneny situ~tion and activities and the terrain,

CUNFIQENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE~SC/1HD 15 Novenber 1970
SUBJECT: Operstional Report-lessons learned, 173d Airbormo Brigede,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR - 65 (RR2)

(b) Evaluation: During initial land clearine operations by the Brigedae,
it appeared that the najor threat to tracked vehicles and Rone Plows was
B-40 rockets, Therefore, gecurity wus provided for APC!s and Rome Plovs
by o sercen of disnounted infantry at a distance sufficient to prevent the
vehicles fron being engaged with B-40 rockets, The eneuy was evidently
thuarted by thig tactic, or else he nerely chose not to attack. However,
after severnl days of land clearing, he begen to heavily booby trep the area,
Theso booby traps variod in size from a hand grennde to a 175un artillery
projectile, They represented a substsntial threat to the disnmountod in-
fantry sereon end brought about o reevaluation of the omployment of tho
socurity foreo, To counter the booby trap menace, n Rome plow would cut
o swath around the nrea ‘o bo cleured, Following the plow were APCls
carrying infantry. 'The iPC's would halt at verying intervels in order for
the froops to observe the area, '“he infantry would then disnornt, disperse
and provide security, MNeither the APC's nor ianfantry would move out of the
clo~rod arca, Sinco None Plows are virturlly inuvne to explosives s lorge
c8 o 155mn howltzer shell, booby traps werc noutrnlized by the plows, ‘his
tochnique proved hishly offective and no further cssualties wore suffored,

(¢) Recommendation: After caretul eveluction of the area to be cleared,
a dot~iled examination uf all nveilable intelligence should be mnmde to deter-
nine the eneiy's most probabl. course of action to halt or dolay the 1-nd
eloaring oporntion, Once a tochnique is ndopted, it is inmperative thrt e
constant roevnlustion be nade to proclude the possibility of adhering to ¢
socurity tochnique which protects the Rome Plows only at the cost of wn-
cccoptoble cnsuilties among the security force, The two principrl dongers
cre rockats and booby traps, A third possibility is .2 oneuy snell ams
attack, but this is improbable due to the iremerdous fire power afforded by
an jafartry-croor security force, Enemy snipors are also -~ thrent, but thoy
ean be easily elirinated unless they are firing frem a village or inhabited
dwelling, Ilexibility oriunted on cnermy activity »nd availeble intelligance
is tho key to success in such opurations,

(11) Tangth of Benger Operations,

(e) Cbservation: IDuring cxtended Rungor toan operations the tocns tend
to bacoito extronely fatigued nnd lax oftor seven or eight days,

(b) Eveluation: Protracted exposurc to Adauger and the olenents dulls
o Rangor team's physiesl condition and nentrl alertness, As o result, the
toam bocomes incresingly vulneral.le, and its efficiency is inpedred.

(¢) Recormondution: Ronger toun rigsions should not lest longor than
sovelt days.

dy, Orgrnization: lone,

0, Training: HNone,
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBE-SCA'HD 15 November 1970
SUBJECT: Operational Report~Lessons leurned, 173d Airborne Brigede,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSFOR ~ 65 (R2)

£, Llogisticss Nome,

g+ Corrmunicetionst None.
h, Material: None,

i, Other,

(1) Securing Enerny POWs,

(2) Observetion: While being transported in a medivac helicopter,
ono of two wounded onemy prisoners, unconscious fron a head wound, ap-
parently awakened during evacuation, becene frightenod cnd jumped to
his death from the alrcraft.

(b) Evalustion: This cction demonstrates the necessity for nore
stringent controls of cnery prisoners transported in aircraft, Tn
this case it was incorrectly cssumed that both woundod POWs were suf-
ficiontly retional to roxlize that it was in their cwn best interest
to romain docile whilo being carried tc¢ o mwedical aid stotion, This
assunption was invalid in this case, There 1s also the possibility
thot on able-bodied POW night oscape or interfere with the crev if
not bound 4r olosely pusrded,

(¢) Recamendntion: Whenever possible, an arned escort should
acconprny wounded prisoners during helicopter trevel., Anbulatory vouded
POWs should hove their hands and feet tied.

(2) wecther Casualties,

(a) Observation: PEmphnsis on wet wenther casualty prevention is
needed to help minimize such casualtiss during the rainy season,

(b) Evaluation: Units continucusly oxposed to inclenent veather
conditions can suffer general physical debilitation and attendunt in-
jurios and casualties,

(¢) Recameondation: Tallored plans should be developed ot battalion
leve) vhereby s.oordinate units night rotate into base cemps and still
bo useful to other units conducting operations during the rainy soason,
For exrmple, in this brigade an infantry battalion rototes companies into
the battalion base camp for mandatory troining and to serve cs the Brigade
nnd Battalion Recdy Reaction Force, In this system e compeny has a five
day respite fron the nonsccn weather every 15 or 20 deys whi Je continuing

to support the parent unit!s mission,
/ % A
/ ; / /M:{7 y/a

1 Inol o VWILLIAM F, MURDY IT
Brigrdo Orgenizati Captein, CE
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FOR HE COMMANDER:




AVF=GC=iI3T (15 ilov 70) lst Ind

3UBJICT: Opetational Report-lessons Learned, Headguarters, 173c¢ .irtorne
Brizade, Feriod Endinz, 31 October 1970, 35D, JDFOR-65(12)

D\, Yeadquarters, I Field Force Vietnam, AFO 5.F. 96350

TO: Com:anding General, United States A.ay Vietnam, AT"li: aVH3iC-.0T,
AF0 96375

This headquarters has reviewed and evaluatel subject Operational Zepo -t-
Lessons Learned and concurs,

FOR THE COMMANDEIR:

a4,

ILT, AGC
Asst AG
CF:
2 - ACSFOR,UA
1 - G, 1734 ABl BDE (LESS OAiLL)
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AVHDO-DO (15 Nov 70) 2pd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 1734 Airborne Brigade,
Period Ending 31 October 1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R 2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 1 4 wag 1971

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 October 1970 from Headquarters, 1734
Airborne Brigade and concurs with comments of indorsing headquarters.

Céérk W. Stevens Jr. R

Captain  AGC
Assistant Adjutant General

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Cy furn:
I FFORCEV
1734 Aon Bde




GPOP-DT (15 Nov 70) 34 Ind (V)

SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned of HQ, 173d Airborne
Brigade, for Period Ending 31 October 1970,
RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 o< AR 19¥Y

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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